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LETTER TO GOVERNOR GOODWIN, 1864*

BY HERMAN EHRENBERG

La Paz the 4th February 1864.

To His Excellency
Governor Goodwin of Arizona.

Sir
I take the liberty of forwarding by Mr. Gray, of the firm of Gray

& Co., of this place a rough tracing of my hasty survey of a wagon route
from La Paz to the Weaver Mines. I would have liked to have made
a better sketch but had no time to do it myself, and the gentlemen whom
I engaged for that purpose, is in the same predicament and busy with
the survey of the town itself. The party with Mr. Gray goes out with-
out guide, and the road not being properly opened yet, it is more than
doubtful that they will travel along the precise and true route as laid
off by myself. Still they will be able to judge sufficiently near of the
nature of the country they travel over, that no better roads exist any
where in the world, for such a distance. To make the road valuable and
available for extensive travel some money must be expended in opening
more watering places than are now found on the route; we have now
a few men out to improve those found by us, which will open the road
for transportation. But more should be expended to make a first class
road of it.

Mr. Gray will give you full particulars and as I do not suppose that
his party will go as they should; their version will require some modifica-
tion in the details, favorable to the route. The route to Walkers and
Fort Whipple will not go to Weaver, but at a point of Mts., called
Canon Water by us, and 75 miles from La Paz it will turn off in a
more northerly direction, either by Rhodes Ranch—Date creek, or at
a point between the two—thence I am told an excellent road exists (by
Mr. Tadman now at Weavers Mines). At Canon Water the road will
also turn off for Tucson striking the Weaver wagon route about 25 or
30 miles south of that place.

I estimate the distances from La Paz as follows
To Los Angeles	 250 miles
To Canon Water	 75 miles
To Weavers	 110 miles
To Walkers	 130 miles
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To Tucson	 250 miles
To Albuquerque 550 miles

Not by the part of the San Francisco Mts. but of a more
direct line, crossing the Rio Verde, San Francisco near the
34th parallel and striking over to the Little Colorado.

To Fort Yuma 110 miles
Williams Mts. 50 miles
Fort Mohave 140 miles

I think all attempts in reaching the Colorado higher up than La Paz
with wagons, will prove a failure for all practical purposes [there] be-
ing two intervening mountain ranges and other obstacles; and last [but]
not least that the permanent head of navigation is in reality the town
of La Paz. At a higher stage of the river boats will ascend the river
for at least 200 miles more and undoubtably [sic.] enter a good mining
section.

We may be mistaken in regard to the water, and the quantity on the
route, but if this should be the case, I should leave the San Francisco
region for others to develop and go south into Arizona instead, as it will
be extremely difficult to make mining profitable unless this route is avail-
able and I am Positive there exists no other that will answer our ex-
pectations and necessities.

I consider this route of such high importance that half a dozen fail-
ures in wells should they occur, should not cause it to be abandoned,
the success of the country and this wagon route are identical, one and
the same thing, if one fails the other will have a miserable existence.

I am an Engineer (Civil and Mining) formerly of the Heintzelman
Mine, Arizona, one of the originators of the Company in 1856, and
have temporarily accepted the Indian Agency on the Colorado and refer
to Mr. Poston the Superintendent also to General Carrolton with whom
I have the honor personally to be known.

I expect no profit from the route, other than to see the country de-
veloped and opened. I take more of a scientific than pecuniary interest
in the matter. I have already expended 11 years of my life in map-
ping Arizona and Sonora and in developing its mineral wealth, and
desire Apacheria unfolded and my task is completed. I shall leave.

As far as regards the Mineral resources of your section, I have great
faith, although I have as yet had but little time to investigate them, but
the general formation of the mountain ranges, their massive character,
great veins with minerals and the elements necessary to work them and
the general geographical positions of the section and other reasons force
me to this belief. I shall leave La Paz in a week or so and if I do not
go to Sonora on business I shall have the honor of presenting (? ) myself.
An officer arrived here last night on his way to California his Lieut.
will return the new route in a few days.

I have the honor to be very respectfully
(Signed) Herman Ehrenberg.




