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SAM'S MOBIL

PARTY LINE
By George Alstad

Pinal County Cotton Pest Manage-
ment Program requires instant avail-
ability and communication between
scouts, supervisors, entomologists and
cotton growers participating in the
program. To accomplish this each
supervisor has a car radio for two -
way communications while in the
field.

The usual buzz of the car radio or
telephone within the vehicle cannot
be heard when one of the men is in
the far end of a field making an insect
survey. So, the equipment is adapted
to sound the car horn when activated
by a push button.

Naturally when one of the men is
at the far end of the field someone
calls. As they run through the field
to take the call he arrives in time for
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the caller to hang up ... or too out
of breath to talk.

While the Cotton Insect Manage-
ment program is three years old in
Graham county and two years old in
Pinal county, the installation of car
telephones this year has greatly facili-
tated and speeded up the intercom-
munications between cotton growers,
supervisors of the insect scouting pro-
gram, entomologists from the Uni-
versity of Arizona, and the county
agricultural agent.

The grower is first to know.
He is informed when his field is

°Editor, Progressive Agriculture in Arizona,
Cooperative Extension Service, and Agricul-
tural Experiment Station.

From left, Mike Lindsey, Area Specialist -
Pest Management, and Sam Stedman,
Pinal County Agricultural Agent, check
field for signs of bollworm infestation.
They work together in supervising the
Pinal County Cotton Pest Management
program.

checked by the scout, and /or super-
visor, and he is given backup informa-
tion when necessary the next morn-
ing when the data collected from his
fields has been run through the corn-

puter at the U of A. This informa-
tion is updated daily with each new
input of data.

The grower, and sometimes his
neighbors, are cautioned when insect
populations build up as revealed by
computer printouts made from field
collected data. Frequently a trend of
insect populations can be anticipated
for fields, and for areas, by the ac-
cumulation of statistics.

Leon Moore and other entomolo-
gists at the U of A decided on Pinal
county for the Pest Management Pro-
gram in 1971 since it was centrally
located in Arizona's cotton growing
area, had serious cotton insect prob-
lems and was within relatively easy
reach of the university.

Sam Stedman put the proposition to
the Pinal County Extension Advisory
Board and the Cotton Committee.
And, as is typical for Pinal county
growers when a good idea is ad-
vanced, they said, "let's go!"

In order to get the program going
in the county a grower Pest Manage-
ment Committee composed of growers



from throughout the county was se-
lected. The committee, chaired by
Dalton Cole, Jr., of Coolidge is re-
sponsible for coordinating program
activities.

"We signed up cotton growers with
from four acres to three thousand
acres of cotton," says Sam. "And
they're located in all parts of the
county.

"Last year," he adds, "the growers
listened to the field survey reports,
and while some followed the recom-
mendations, many did not. This year

"Were my estimates correct ?"
"What happens if the growers loose

several thousand dollars if I am
wrong ?"

Sometimes I wish the grower would
go into the field and double -check our
results, Sam told. "But he won't."

One grower who is very well
trained to make insect surveys says,
"when it is my field of cotton I become
emotional and may see signs of insect
damage when there are none."

Sam points out that growers want
to rely on a distinterested party. They

Juan LeDezma, a cotton grower with a four acre allotment, is happy that again
Mike Lindsey, area specialist -pest management program, was able to report no need
for insect control. Many growers in Pinal county have had similar experiences of not
making their first insecticide application until late in the season. This past season
eleven per cent of the growers made their first insecticide application in August; two
per cent in September.

they seem to pay much closer atten-
tion to the surveys."

During years prior to the program
there was a strong desire among
growers to "insure" their crop by ap-
plying insecticides on a timetable
basis. Their confidence in the insect
survey approach, especially since we
have been using the boll cutting meth-
od to search for evidence of pink
bollworm damage, has increased.

"It's a big responsibility," Sam
adds, "enough to keep those of us in
supervisory positions awake nights
when we make a recommendation to a
grower on whether or not to spray.
It could mean thousands of dollars
saved in insecticides, or if the judg-
ment is wrong, it could mean thou-
sands of dollars in losses to the crop.

feel more confidence with the pro-
gram scouts and supervisors who were
trained by the entomologists in the
Department of Entomology at the
U of A than with their own judgment.

One example unfolded in a phone
conversation with Sam. A grower
who was on the program called to ask
if someone could come out to double
check his field for him. A scout was
dispatched by radio. He inspected
the field and told the grower that
there was no need to spray the field.
This relieved the grower of applying
needless expense to his crop.

Another telephone interruption re-
vealed that the car radio is some-
what like the old party telephone line.
A man called to thank Sam for the
advice he overheard Sam giving to a

homemaker. He told Sam that the
control for wasps worked very well.

But, back to the cotton insect pro-
gram, the scouts go into each field of
their area at least once a week. They
sweep the tops of plants with their
nets in each of the four corners of the
field. From this beneficial and harm-
ful insects are identified, counted and
recorded. Then the scout obtains 100
cotton bolls from the plants through-
out the field which are bagged and
labeled. Later the scout opens each
segment of each boll to determine the
number of bolls that have been in-
vaded by Pinkie, the pink bollworm.
This information is also recorded.

If a population of a certain harm-
ful insect appears in high enough
numbers to require enactment of con-
trol measures, the grower is notified,
as he is when no controls are needed.

If he wants a verification run on his
fields the supervisor, or Sam Stedman,
may be asked to do so. Whatever the
outcome the grower is the deciding
factor in determining whether or not
to start controls.

The program, Sam feels, has paid
for itself many times over in savings
to the grower. It's the only way to
go, he feels, as do participating
growers.

While only a tool to facilitate the
Pinal County Cotton Pest Manage-
ment Program the radio telephone in
his and the supervisor's cars also have
paid their way, Sam says.

He points out that growers formerly
complained constantly that he could
never be reached because he was out
running down calls. The growers un-
derstood, of course, but now they can
get Sam, or any of the Supervisors im-
mediately. And, they like it that way.

"At first I thought the phone would
save time, mileage and work. But,
that's not true! It creates a lot more
work, takes up more time and makes
me cover more ground than I used
to," Sam says. The important thing
is that they have helped us add ef-
ficiency to cotton pest control in Pinal
county, and that's what it's all about.

After one particular busy day Sam
arrived home late, drove into the car-
port, forget to disengage the horn
button and went into the house to
sleep. At 5 a.m. a Scout called, acti-
vating his automobile horn and
aroused the entire neighborhood to a
beautiful, but unwanted sunrise.
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