
1961 Arizona Agricultural Income Over $500 Million

Item Type Article

Publisher College of Agriculture, University of Arizona (Tucson, AZ)

Journal Progressive Agriculture in Arizona

Rights Copyright © Arizona Board of Regents. The University of Arizona.

Download date 19/05/2023 15:43:33

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10150/299166

http://hdl.handle.net/10150/299166


1961 Arizona Agricultural Income Over $ 500 Million
Arizona farmers and ranchers received

an estimated $503.5 million as gross cash
income for their 1961 effort. This is 4.1
per cent higher than 1960 when receipts
were $483.9 million. If the value of forest
products is added, the 1961 figure becomes
$518 million.

Increases in value were made all along
the line with the exception of vegetables,
feed crops, poultry and eggs, sheep, and
certain miscellaneous livestock. Cotton
and citrus made notable gains. Cotton re-
ceipts were up $11.5 million, or 8 per
cent, due to higher prices and higher
yields; this despite a reduction of 33,000
harvested acres. Citrus showed an increase
of more than $4 million, or a 22 per cent
gain. (It should be noted that grapes, with
a value of $2.1 million has this year been
included with the citrus figure.)

Other gains were made by cattle and
calves, $2.2 million, and dairy about $1.0
million. Government payments were up
from $2.2 million to $4.5 million, due
primarily to the 1961 Feed Grain Pro-
gram. The increasing importance of saf-
flower, and the horticultural products of
nursery stock and cut flowers, boosted
miscellaneous crops by 20 per cent.

Lettuce Prices Lower
The decline in vegetable income was

due mainly to decreased lettuce prices.
Potato income was also down, even with
an acreage increase. Prices were down for
alfalfa hay, which accounted for much of
the $1.3 million decline of receipts. Diver-
sion of feed grain acreage cut income in
that sector $.8 million, but that is more
than accounted for in the increased gov-
ernment payments.

Cotton, cattle, and vegetables accounted
for 73.7 per cent of the total crop and
livestock value.

Prices for agricultural products during
1961 were a mixed variation of increases
and decreases as compared to a year earlier.

Increased prices were most notable for
cotton and feeder steers. Otherwise prices
showed little change, or they declined
perceptibly, as in the cases of hay and
lettuce. Some commodities were below
their ten -year averages quite noticeably,
such as hay, grain sorghum and lettuce.
Many of Arizona's agricultural products,
however, have shown remarkable long-
term price stability.

Farm Size Continues Upward
Farms in Arizona continue to increase

This is a summary of the 32nd annual report
on income, production and costs in Arizona's
agriculture. compiled by members of the De-
partment of Agricultural Economics. Dr. Jim -
mye S. Hillman is head of the department.
Readers who wish to have the complete report,
in bulletin form, should ask their local county
agent for Bulletin A -21 - Arizona Agriculture
- 1962.

Cash Receipts for Crops and Livestock Produced for Sale in Arizona

10 -y ear
Average

1960 1951 -1960Commodity 19611

Cotton lint and cottonseed
Cattle and calves
Vegetable crops3 -
Dairy products -

Feed grains - -

Hay - - - -

Sheep, lambs and wool -

Citrus fruit and grapes -
Poultry and eggs - -

Seed crops - - - -

Miscellaneous crops - - -

Miscellaneous livestock and livestock products
Federal government payments4 - -

Total Value -

Forest products -

Total value Agriculture and Forestry - -

$156.1
147.8
67.0
26.0
23.2
28.4

5.4
17.9
7.0
5.7

11.9
2.6
4.5

- $503.5
- 14.5

- $518.0

(Millions of Dollars)
$144.62

145.6
69.52
25.02
22.42
29.72

5.6
14.72
7.52
4.4
9.72

3.0
2.2

$483.92
21.2

$505.12

$ 169.2
114.4

58.8
19.1
15.7
15.8

5.3
6.0
5.1
3.6
9.4
2.3
2.8

$442.3

'Preliminary. The Arizona Crop and Livestock Reporting Service
mation.

`Revised from 1960.
'Year ended August 31.
4lncludes Agricultural Conservation Payments S1,557,000; Feed Grain Program S2,190,000; Wool
Payments $643,000; and Soil Bank Payments 5104,000.

assisted in collecting this infor-

in size and to decrease in number. Large
changes in the past decade are shown by
U. S. census data. The number of farms
reported in the preliminary 1960 census
was only about 70 per cent of the number
in 1950, but the 1960 farms were substan-
tially larger. In terms of acres, they were
nearly half again as large as in 1950. In
terms of value of land and buildings per
farm, the increase in size was even more
marked.

The number of farms under 100 acres
decreased nearly 50 per cent during the
1950's. Those in the 100 to 259-acre
group declined 25 per cent but the num-
ber of farms above 500 acres increased.
In 1960, some 20 per cent of the farms
had 1,000 or more acres, compared with
13 per cent in 1950.

The federal government's agricultural
programs in 1961 directly affected prod-
ucts grown on about two- thirds of Ari-
zona's cropland. Major Arizona crops in-
cluded in government programs are cot-
ton, barley, sorghum grain, corn, and
wheat.

Feed Grain Program
Under the Emergency Feed Grain Pro-

gram of 1961, Arizona farmers who com-
plied with the provisions of the program
were eligible to receive payments for acres
diverted from the production of corn and
sorghum grain and to receive support
prices for other designated feed grains
grown by them.

Total cotton acreage declined from
434,000 in 1960 to about 401,000 acres
in 1961. Arizona's 1962 allotment for
upland cotton is 370,644 acres and for
extra long staple cotton is 42,433 acres.

CORA JEAN LIBBY, a freshman UA coed
from Bueyeros, New Mexico, was chosen
Aggie Queen at the Aggie Stomp this
winter, proving the sound judgment of
Aggie men.
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