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R. R. Seltzer

D3partment of Agricultural Economics

Arizona is a surplus cattle producing
state, but a deficit area in meat process-
ing. During the past twenty years Ari-
zona's population has more than dou-
bled, but local meat slaughter has failed
to keep pace.

In the years 1935-1939, Arizona
slaughtered an average of 105 pounds of
beef per person, but 15 years later (1951-
1956) the per capita slaughter had
dropped to 54 pounds, half the amount
slaughtered in the earlier period.

United States per capita consumption
of beef was 83.5 pounds in 1956, Cali-
fornia's approximately 100 pounds. If
Arizonans like meat in comparable quan-
tity, we can estimate that the slaughter is
about half the consumption in our state,
requiring that the other half must be
shipped in from other states.

Meat From Outside
That this quantity of shipped in meat

is considerable -and is growing -is indi-
cated by our figures : 241/2 million pounds
in 1953, over 39 million pounds four
years later. This meat was shipped into
Arizona from 21 different states and
from Mexico during the four years (1953-
1956) of our study.

However, over 75 per cent of the truck
shipments came from three states, Colo-
rado, Texas, and California. Colorado
furnishes about 33 per cent of the total,
Texas 27 per cent and California 17 per
cent. The importance of Colorado and
Texas as sources of meat for Arizona,
indicates that a large part of these in-
shipments were beef. On the other hand,
19 per cent of the total truck inshipments
originated in midwestern states, and this
probably was mainly pork and pork sau-
sage.

I10

O
tn
1Y 100

a_

W
90

0.

W
80

_070

060
(1)

Z 50
D
O
C1.40

ARIZONA
-- - - - -= UNITED STAI t5

I
I

.,,
A

- Is .Ì

Ii

I

L t I I I l( I l I 1 1 1 1 I I 1 1 1 1

1935 1937 1939 1941 1943 194 5 1947 1949 1951 1953 1955

YEAR

PER CAPITA slaughter of beef, Arizona and the U.S., during the
past 20 years.

Lack of available data prevents a com-
plete analysis of the origin of railroad
shipments of meat into Arizona. How-
ever, such data as was obtained indicates
that virtually all of the rail shipments
originate in the midwest.

Cattle Shipped Out
Although Arizona ships in a large vol-

ume of beef from out -of- state, a large
number of cattle are shipped out, both
for feeding and slaughter. During 1956,
shipments of cattle from Arizona totaled
556,669 head and were the largest on
record. Eighty -nine per cent of these out -
shipments went to California, and 62 per
cent of these went for immediate slaugh-
ter.

There are approximately 50 establish-
ments in Arizona licensed to slaughter
livestock. However, most of the commer-
cial meat packing in the state is done by
12 packers. During 1953 and 1954, the
four largest packinghouses in the state
accounted for approximately 75 per cent
of the total slaughter of cattle and calves.

Although Arizona fails to slaughter
sufficient beef to feed its population, the
cattle industry of the state produces more
than sufficient numbers of cattle to meet
the demand for beef.

Cattle Feeding Is Growing
Cattle feeding operations in Arizona

have expanded rapidly in recent years.
Arizona has approximately 225 cattle
feedlots ranging in capacity from 25 head
up to 30,000 head. Since 1940, the cattle
feeding industry in Arizona has more
than tripled in size, while the volume of
feeding in the United States as a whole
has increased but 68 per cent. In 1940
Arizona had 64,000 cattle on feed, in
1957 0. er 220,000.

Population Is Growing
The need for expanding Arizona's

meat packing industry is made even more
urgent by the rapid growth of the state.
From 1940 to 1956, Arizona's popula-
tion has grown from 499,000 to 1,080,-
000 persons, a gain of 120 per cent. Esti-
mating future population growth and an-
nual per capita beef consumption of 90
pounds, by 1960 Arizona will require 18
million more pounds of beef than in
1956, equal to the slaughter of 36,000
additional head of cattle. This additional
slaughter will have to be provided by
increased local slaughter or by increased
inshipments of beef from out-of-state.

In addition to tremendous savings in
transportation costs, increased Arizona
slaughter would also strengthen local
livestock markets and provide added in-
dustrial employment for Arizona.

Check this calendar with your calendar;
plan to attend those events which interest
you and where you will get information
helpful in your farming business.

Jan. 7- 9- Artificial Insemination Con-
ference, University of Arizona campus.

Jan. 15 -16 - Seventh Annual Dairy
Conference, Student Union Building, on
UA Campus.

Jan. 29 - Annual Meeting, Arizona
Poultry Federation, UA Campus.

March 4-5-Western Cotton Growers'
Conference, El Paso, Texas.

March 28- Future Farmers Field Day,
UA Campus and Research Farms, Tucson.
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