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Dr. Robert H. Forbes, dean emeritus of
the University of Arizona College of Agri-
culture, died April 26. He was 100.

During a long and varied career, Dr.
Forbes achieved distinction in many fields.
Born in Cobden, Illinois, May 15, 1867, he
was widely known as an educator, scientist,
historian, Arizona legislator, world traveler,
author, mountain climber and explorer.

Upon graduation from the University of
Illinois in 1894, Dr. Forbes came to Ari-
zona to serve as Professor of Chemistry at
U of A Agricultural Experiment Station
and later became its director. From 1912
to 1913 he was director of agricultural in-
struction.

Appointed dean of the College of Agri-
culture in 1914 he served in that capacity
until his retirement in 1917 and named dean
emeritus in 1918. He served as secretary
of the Arizona Committee on Agriculture
and Horticulture from 1909 to 1918 when
he left the state to serve as agronomist in
Egypt for four years.

His international recognition expanded
when he served for nine years the French
government studying the development of
irrigated agriculture in French West Africa
and in Haiti. The project in West Africa
resulted in the reclamation of about three
million acres of fertile lands.

In 1938 Dr. Forbes was elected to the
Arizona legislature. He served continuous-
ly in the house until 1952 as a specialist in
legislation concerning the Colorado River,
hydroelectric power, grazing range admin-
istration and groundwater.

"Dr. Forbes was one of the most remark-
able men in all of the history of Arizona,"
said UA President Richard A. Harvill. "His
loyalty to the University of Arizona while
a faculty member, legislator, good citizen
and generous benefactor are well known."

"His appreciation of the fine arts and the
good things of life is illustrated by many of
his endeavors and very forcefully by the
gift to the university of valuable land on
which the Fine Arts Center is located,"
Harvill said.

Dr. Forbes' work at the university in the
years 1905 to 1907 brought extermination
of date palm scale, a step making possible
the southwestern date palm industry.

A major contribution to the university
growth was accomplished in 1913 when,
through the efforts of Dr. Forbes and others,
an agricultural appropriation was made by
the first Arizona State legislature which in-
cluded construction costs for the Agriculture
Building.

The growth of Arizona was a major con-
cern of Dr. Forbes who never lost touch
with its historical, roots. Through this ef-

forts the present home of the Arizona Pio-
neers Historical Society was made possible.

Dr. Forbes knew colorful early Arizona
personalities as John Slaughter, Pete Kitch-
en and Larcena Page Scott. He numbered
among his many friends H. C. Hooker of
cattle ranching fame, Charles D. Poston and
William P. Blake, discoverer of the Salton
Basin.

An enthusiástic mountain climber and ex-
plorer, Dr. Forbes made the first recorded
ascent of Baboquivari Peak southwest of
Tucson in 1898. On his 80th birthday and
again a year later he repeated the climb.

One of Dr. Forbes' best known books is
Crabb's Filibustering Expedition into Son-
ora, 1857," published in 1952 by Arizona
Silhouettes of Tucson. Among his many
technical and professional publications " are
numerous bulletins issued by the UA Agri-
cultural Experiment Station, "The Expand-
ing Sahara," published by the U of A in
1958, and a number of publications for the
Egyptian and French governments.

Dr. Forbes was a member of the Society
of Sigma Xi, Phi Kappa Phi, and a director
of the Arizona Pioneers Historical Society.
In 1966 he was named director emeritus of
the Western Association of Agricultural Ex-
periment Station Directors in recognition of
"his leadership, dedication and outstanding
service to agricultural research." _ ._


