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Robert H. Forbes was 50 years old and dean of the College of Agriculture
in 1918. He had come to the University of Arizona in 1894 as a professor of
chemistry. A graduate of the University of Illinois and of Harvard, Forbes
was fascinated by the challenge of building a College of Agriculture and
Experiment Station within an institution of higher education in the arid
vastness of the Arizona Territory.

During the next three decades his accomplishments at the university
would include pioneering research, administrative contributions to the
development of Arizona agriculture, introduction of new and profitable
crops and important insights into the wise use of land and water.

He would become director of the Agricultural Experiment Station in 1899,
introducing Arizona growers to the commercial possibilities of such crops
as olives and dates.

Forbes would also complete his doctorate at the University of California
in 1916, make the first recorded ascent of Baboquivari Peak (measuring and
recording its alititude in 1898) and demonstrate great skill in dealing with
the Arizona Legislature.

Largely through his long -term efforts, the first Arizona State Legislature
meeting in 1913 would appropriate $226,000 for the College of Agriculture
and the Experiment Station, including $165,000 for building.

When Forbes took a year's leave of absence during 1915 -16 to complete
work for his doctorate, University President Rufus von KleinSmid moved
in and reorganized the College of Agriculture. He established three depart-
ments and made Forbes head of one, instruction, instead of dean of the triad.

Forbes was irritated by the changes. So when an opportunity came along
to become a consulting agronomist for the Egyptian government, it seemed
a golden opportunity to remove himself from an uncomfortable situation
and, at the same time, to see for himself a part of the world that had
captured his interest .

Early in the 1930's, Forbes returned to Tucson and settled down in the
house he had built in 1911 on 10 acres northwest of the campus bought in
1901 for $1,343. The road he cut through that property and later lined with
olive trees is now Olive Road on the university campus.

For a second time his retirement was in name only.
He ran for the state legislature in 1938, won a seat and served continu-

ously until 1952, becoming a major designer of legislation related to the
Colorado River, hydroelectric power, grazing range administration and
groundwater.

On his 80th and 81st birthdays, Forbes climbed Baboquivari Peak to
prove his fitness to continue in the legislature.

He continued to write on scientific subjects and was the author of many
bulletins published by the Arizona Agricultural Experiment Station as well
as by the Egyptian and French governments.

Perhaps reflecting the philosophy that sustained him for more than a
century, Forbes wrote in 1936 that " ... we may not now say that the pio-
neer stage of agriculture in Arizona is completed, for the pioneer is primarily
a discoverer and in this still new field (of agriculture in a semiarid land) who
may say when the opportunities for discovery shall come to an end ?"

As dean emeritus of the College of Agriculture, he marched in the
academic procession at UA commencement every year until 1966.

On April 29, 1968, he died, two weeks short of his 101st birthday.
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