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ABSTRACT 

The primary purpose of the present study was that, 

of investigating the differences in Achievement, Affilia-

tion, and Power motives of three cultural groups: Anglo-

American, Mexican-American, and Mexican college males. 

The materials used included a TAT» a short autobiography, 

and the Rosen Scale of Values. 

It was hypothesized that the three cultural groups 

would rank in the following decreasing order of motive 

strength: 

1. Need Achievement 
Anglo-Ame ri cans 
Mexi can-Ameri cans 
Mexicans 

2. Meed Affiliation 
Mexicans 
Mexican-Americans 
Anglo-Americans 

3• Need Power 
Mexicans 
Mexican-Americans 
Anglo-Americans 

The Anglo-American group was divided into Protestant 

and Catholic groups. It was hypothesized that the Catholic 

group would rank one position below the Protestant group on 

n Achievement and one position above the Protestant group 

on n Affiliation. 

ix 
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McClelland*s scoring system for n Achievement, 

Shipley and Veroff's system for n Affiliation, and Veroff's 

system for n Power were applied to both TAT and autobio

graphical materials. An analysis of variance design was 

utilized to determine whether differences existed among the 

four cultural groups on the motives of interest and 

Scheff^'s test for multiple comparisons was used to determine 

more specific differences among the groups. Product moment 

correlations were used to determine the influence of age, 

family size and occupation on the motives of Achievement, 

Affiliation, Power, and related variables. 

TAT measures of Achievement indicated that Anglo-

Protestants and Mexicans had higher n Achievement than did 

Anglo-Catholics or Mexican-Americans. Although the high 

Achievement scores of the Anglo-Protestant group were in the 

predicted direction, the high scores of the Mexicans were not 

Contrary to prediction, Mexican-Americans were significantly 

higher than all other cultural groups on autobiographical 

measures of Achievement. The results of the Rosen Scale 

were in complete agreement with the hypothesis that the 

Anglo-American Protestants would obtain the highest score, 

and would be followed in decreasing order of magnitude by 

Anglo-American Catholics, Mexican-Americans, and Mexicans. 

As predicted, Mexicans scored significantly higher 

than any other cultural group on Affiliation. The prediction 
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was verified on both TAT and autobiographical measures of 

Affiliation. 

No significant differences were found among the 

four cultural groups on measures of n Power. Speculations 

regarding this and other unexpected findings were discussed. 



CHAPTER I-

BACKGROUND 

Introduction 

The purpose of the presently reported study was to 

investigate differences in basic motive patterns among 

Mexican, Mexican-American, and Anglo-American college 

students. 

In view of the fact that little research has been 

directed toward the objective measurement of motivation 

in Mexican and Mexican-American cultures, the major 

purpose of this introduction is to provide a more exten

sive understanding of the motives of these two groups. 

As the background of these groups* personality character

istics, family life and other interpersonal relationships 

have been discussed elsewhere (Logan, 196*0 > background 

information is confined to literature which has special 

bearing on the hypotheses being investigated. 

First, however, it seemed appropriate to discuss 

the difficulties involved in such cross-cultural endeavors 

and to point out the advantages of the methods of psychology^ 

when compared to those of anthropology. Problems of 

sampling and measuring socio-economic class are also 

discussed. 

1 
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The Problem of Measurement 

ICluckhohn (1959) warned that what is fully recog

nized as a need in one culture should not necessarily be 

considered as a need in another. Furthermore) the real 

world, at least in part) consists of language habits, and 

it is unlikely that any two languages represent the same 

social reality. Though there is no clear way to fully 

assess how language reflects "need", an attempt was made in 

the present investigation to minimize variations in meaning 

from the language of one culture to that of another by 

keeping verbal instructions at a bare minimum) and by not 

using questionnaire forms. 

The nature of motives (McClelland, 19*>1) has long 

been a complex and confusing problem. Controversies of 

primary versus secondary motives are still raging strongly. 

Still unresolved are decisions as to whether motives, 

drives) needs, and emotions are separate entities and if 

not, to what extent they overlap. 

The Nature of Motives— 

Historically, Freud profoundly influenced the trend 

of motivational theory and he in turn was influenced by 

Darwin, whose contribution centered around sruvival needs 

such as hunger and sex. More recently, however, an emphasis 

on dreams and free associations has been abandoned by many 

theorists and analyses of children's stories and verbal 
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responses to ambiguous stimuli, such as required by the 

Thematic Apperception Test (TAT), have moved into prominence. 

In regard to the value of concepts of motivation, 

Keller and Schoenfeld (1950) emphasized the fact that an 

individuals behavior in a given situation varies from time 

to time and cannot be accounted for by principles other 

than those focused on motivation variables. Similarly, 

Kimble (1961) stated that there are certain extreme 

individual differences in response to the same situation 

which cannot be explained in terms of ability, skill, or 

learning. Nissen (195*0 believes the concept of drive to 

be necessary when long, organized or patterned acts are 

involved. He further believes that drives are goal directed. 

There is still the unresolved issue of what consti

tutes "drive" and what constitutes "motive". Brown (1953) 

views drives and motives as a unitary concept and con

trasts this concept with habits or reaction tendencies. 

Brown regards drive as an energizer of reaction tendencies 

and as having the ability to punish or reinforce responses, 

but he wants drive to have no directing capacities. 

Variations in the conceptualization of motives seem 

largely predetermined by the areas in which the theorist 

is trained and has interest. Bindra (1959), for example, 

has been influenced by physiological research on the brain 

stem reticular formation and thus uses the term "arousal" 



to refer to energy levels of the organism. It seems 

reasonable to adopt a conceptual scheme that is compatible 

with the researcher's field of interest, and providing his 

concepts are well-defined, his choice would seem amply 

justified on the basis of theoretical utility. 

In view of the author*s decision to rely on measure

ment and scoring techniques used by McClelland and Atkinson, 

the present research adhered closely to their interpretation 

of the properties of motives. Both McClelland (1955) and 

Atkinson (1958) ascribe a directing function to motives. 

McClelland (1955j P* 226) defined a motive as "a strong 

affective association, characterized by an anticipatory 

goal reaction and based on past association of certain cues 

with pleasure or pain." Thus, every motive is learned and 

is directive. 

Atkinson distinguished between motive and motivation, 

regarding the former as a general and relatively stable 

disposition. He referred to motivation as the "arousal of 

a tendency to act to produce one or more effects." The 

presently reported study relied on the distinction made by 

Atkinson. Since no attempts were made in this study to 

arouse an underlying reaction tendency by creating specific 

motivation by deprivation or by special instructions 

eliciting the motivation, the writer assumed that the 

measures obtained reflect "motive" in the sense described 
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by Atkinson. It is true that TAT cards do provide specific 

stimulus characteristics) but it was assumed that the 
J 

represented situations were sufficiently ambiguous for pre

existing motive states to be "projected" onto the stimulus 

in the form of a story* As an added precaution against 

determining the outcome of fantasy productions by external 

stimuli^ unstructured autobiographical material was also 

included. 

In regard to whether motives are primary or secondary, 

McClelland (1955) argued that all motives are learned. 

Furthermore, McClelland believes that a motive is a present 

state which redintegrates through past learning a second 

state involving an increase or decrease in pleasure or pain 

over the present state. It should be pointed out, however, 

that McClelland and Atkinson do not differentiate between 

need and motive; thus, when protocols are scored for Need 

(n) Achievement, Need (n) Affiliation, and Need (n) Power, 

the obtained scores also refer to achievement, affiliation 

and power motives. 

A Comparison Between the Methods of Psychology and Anthro
pology — 

Anthropology once sought complete independence from 

psychology (Morgenbesser, 1958), possibly due to the ten

dency to identify psychology as a mental rather than as a 

behavioral science. Yet, the current popular definition of 
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psychology is "the science of human and animal behavior" 

and since cultural phenomena are acquired dispositions, they 

belong to the realm of psychology as well as to cultural 

anthropology. It is interesting to note, however, that it 

is the anthropologist who has the most to say about cross-

cultural methodology and difficulties encountered in such 

endeavors. The psychology journals are filled with cross-

cultural research, but the zeal of the psychologist to 

test hypotheses seems to have limited his concern with 

cross-cultural methodology as a separate problem. Groethals 

and Whiting (1957) have been limitless in their praise of 

the cross-cultural method, but they failed to point out why 

such research is valuable and offered no steps for improve

ment. Some progressive trends are occurring, but the 

contributions from related disciplines are still minimal. 

Criticisms have been leveled at cross-cultural 

methodology and. the manner of data collection, but a greater 

understanding of basic assumptions is also needed. In 

recent years the cultural anthropologist has begun to 

advocate hypothesis testing, but often lacks knowledge of 

either the theories involved or the measuring instruments 

that are being used (Goethals and Whiting, 1957 ) • Anthro

pology has moved from pure descriptive science to explanatory 

science, but the interaction of variables still remains 

unexplained and conclusions are often vague or highly 
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generalized. Anthropologists might be freer from criti

cism if they would not go beyond the descriptive approach, 

for statements of general lavs or complex cultural inter

actions often places the researcher in the uncomfortable 

position of not being able to explain his data. Purely 

descriptive presentations have limitations as veil due to 

the fact that there are no "schools11 in cultural anthro

pology and as such there is no limit to the scope or nature 

of cultural aspects described and no unified usage of 

terminology or hypotheses exists. Malinowski, Parsons, and 

their disciples are often regarded as functionalists in the 

sense that they believe that "... changes in some insti

tutions will produce changes in other institutions 

(Morgenbesser, 1958)," thus pointing out the interdependence 

of societal institutions. Such a view is probably partially 

correct, but one could easily fall into the trap of 

believing that for every change in one aspect of society, 

a comparable accompaniment occurs in another. The contribu

tion of the functionalist would be more complete if he 

would "... specify the criteria for integration (Morgen

besser, 1958, p. 287)." 

A welcome supplement to this approach would be the 

addition of teleological explanations, in which societies 

would be considered as functioning effectively or ineffec

tively in view of the degree of attainment of goals valued 
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by the group. Common to the functionalist approach is the 

thesis that institutions woric effectively toward group 

survival and integration, but unfortunately some groups1 

activities are dysfunctional with regard to these variables. 

Furthermore, and contrary to the functionalist viewpoint, 

there are often large discrepancies between beliefs and 
( 

actions. "If a discipline is considered logically inde

pendent only when it has its own laws and theories, then 

anthropology is threatened with extinction as a logically 

independent discipline (Morgenbesser, 195&» p. 288)." 

The advantage of an amalgamation between psychology 

and anthropology have been limited by the whole-hearted 

endorsement by anthropologists of psychological theories 

without any critical evaluations of the tenets, and often 

without even a clear understanding of the theory. Unfor

tunately, anthropology often oversimplifies fundamental 

theories in psychology (Morgenbesser, 195®). For example, 

learning theory may ̂ explain why a mother may get her children 

to read by using a certain method, but it does not explain 

why mothers of one culture engage in the practice and not 

those of another. Thus, some historical explanation is 

necessary which learning theory alone cannot provide. 

Psychology has an advantage in that it "provides a 

set of interlocking propositions about the mechanisms for 

the acquisition of dispositions . . (Morgenbesser, 195®» 
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p. 266). Furthermore, learning theory provides a good 

basic theory for conditions under which habits and per

sonality traits and structures are developed. The manner 

in which psychologists specify traits, behavior and dispo

sitions adds rigor to social sciences such as anthropology. 

Socio-Economic Class — 

In Mexico, the majority of the people are poverty-

stricken and a minority are wealthy and belong to the upper 

social classes. Three to four hundred years ago, Mexico 

lived under a feudal system, the remnants of which are 

still in practice. The Spaniards exercised strong control 

over the Mexicans for many years, beginning with the con

quest in the early 1500*3. The "peones" worked for small 

wages on the land, or worked the land and contributed a 

crop percentage to the wealthy landowners for the use of 

the land. This history of feudal or semi-feudal subjugation 

has likely discouraged and in part precluded economic 

advancement among the lower class. In the United States, 

an aspiring low class member could gain economic success 

in commerce, business, or indstury, but in Mexico where 

agriculture was practically the only occupation for genera

tions and most of the land was held by a few, there was 

little hope of changing social or economic standing. Only 

recently has Mexico begun to show noticeable signs of a 

middle class group. 
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Even more pertinent to the present study, students 

going to college in Mexico are likely of a higher social 

strata than college students in the United States. Further 

more, the middle class in Mexico is probably not equivalent 

to the Anglo-American middle class. 

Income is another variable which poses major diffi

culties for matching procedures. For example, an income 

of $10,000 in Mexico might be considered the earnings of a 

wealthy man, but the same figure represents only a substan

tial income of many middle class Anglo-Americans. 

Occupation poses still another unresolvable problem. 

A landowner in Mexico is obviously of different socio

economic stature than a landowner north of the border. 

Regardless of the occupation involved, various cultural 

groups attach different meanings and values to the same 

job. 

Matching for religion seems much more clear-cut, 

but major difficulties are encountered in this task as well 

Some years ago, Catholics in the United States (McClelland, 

1961) scored lower on n Achievement than Protestants, 

but more recently they have assimilated into the realm of 

progressive economy with the Protestants. In Mexico, how

ever, Catholocism remains highly tradition oriented and has 

changed little in belief, ritual, or doctrine. To match 

Mexican Protestants with Anglo-American Protestants might 
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prove equally confusing. First of all, Protestants in 
E1 

Mexico constitute a very small minority vhereas they con

stitute the largest religious group in the United States. 

Need Achievement 

The achievement motive was originally studied by 

arousing it experimentally and noting changes in five 

minute stories evoked by briefly exposed pictures 

(McClelland) Atkinson, Clark, and Lowell, 1953)* Thus, 

the TAT was one of the first measures of n Achievement. 
d 

Thereafter, new means of arousing motives were devised, 

but the TAT remained one of the most commonly used methods 

of measuring motives, especially cross-culturally (Henry, 

19*17; Murray, 193d). Some motives can be assessed by 

personality inventories such as the Minnesota Multiphasic 

Personality Inventory (MMPI), the Edwards Personal Pre

ference Schedule, or scales such as Rokeach*s Dogmatism 

Scale, but in view of the language handicap of subjects 

involved in the present study as well as standardisation 

procedures, questionnaire and item choice techniques 

were ruled out. Many personality measuring instruments 

are suitable only to the country or culture for which they 

were designed. There is a Spanish MMPI, but it was 

standardized on Cubans and unfortunately, the language, 

traditions, customs, and social mores of Cuba are different 

from those of Mexico, Also, tests standardized on different 
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cultural groups are not comparable and cultural differ

ences would be obscured. 

The more a cross-cultural test relies on fantasy 

material elicited by a minimum of external stimuli, the 

more likely the test will reveal that culture's enduring 

motives rather than some temporary need state aroused by 

special instructions or by responses which require exten

sive interpretation of verbal symbols. 

Lowell (1952) found that high need achievers do 

better on a task only if the task has achievement signi

ficance) and that merely increasing the performance rate 

requirement of the task had no effect on performance rates 

of high need achievers. Similarly, it was found that when 

r 
tasks required cooperative efforts, high need achievers 

did not surpass low need achievers. When "critical 

ability" was stressed, however, the former group excelled. 

When speed was emphasized, low need achievers actually 

performed better. 

One of the intial purposes of studying this motive 

was that it was thought to bear an important relationship 

to economic growth, and more specifically to the Protestant 

Reformation. Winterbottom (1953) was the first to demon

strate empirically the links between achievement motives 

and economic factors. She studied n Achievement scores of 

twenty-nine eight-year-old boys and then interviewed the 
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mothers, learning that the mothers of high achievers 

expected their children to be competitive, make their own 

friends, "be active and energetic," etc. The mothers of 

the "lows" were more restrictive. Max Weber convincingly 

showed how the Protestant Reformation ultimately led to 

". . . the development of modern industrial capitalism 

(McClelland, 1961, p. **7).n McClelland (1961, p. **7) 

offered the following diagramatic explanation of the 

relationship between Protestantism, modern capitalism and 

n Achievements 

Weber*s Hypothesis 

•*? 

Protestantism Spirit of Modern 
(self-reliance values, etc.) Capitalism 

Winterbottom*s Study 

Independence and N Achievement in Sons 
Mastery Training by 
Parents 

Weber (1930) believed that since the Calvinist was not 

allowed self-indulgence and was not to spend profits 

unwisely, his satisfaction came from doing his job well. 

Luther's insistence that believers read and interpret the 

Bible themselves may have instituted greater emphasis on 

literacy and thus placed an early stress on mastery of 

reading skills of children. Such training may have 

increased n Achievement. Though Weber*s hypothesis had 
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much merit at the time he wrote in 1904, American reli

gious beliefs and practices have changed to a more 

amorphous form. As a result, the influence of Protestant

ism on achievement motivation is probably not as clear-cut 

as it once was. 

As McClelland (I96I) predicted, Protestant countries 

are more economically advanced than Catholic ones when 

matched for natural resources, and Protestant mothers do 

stress earlier self-reliance than do Catholic mothers. 

Peer nominations (McClelland, 19^1) for leadership in the 

future, however, are not related to high n Achievement. 

In fact, high n Achievers are not regarded as potential 

or likely future leaders. 

Sources of Meed Achievement — 

Rosen1s 1959 study of French-Canadians, Italians, 

Protestants, Negroes, Jews, and Greeks (McClelland, I96I) 

indicated that social class is more important as a determi

ner of n Achievement than religion plus ethnicity, and 

greater than ethnicity alone. 

In regard to personal problems (McClelland, 1961), 

low n Achievement children are under an authoritarian 

influence in the home and worry about conformity and 

obedience. High n Achievement children are troubled by 

nervous habits, biting their nails, pulling their hair and 

engaging in other forms of intropunitive behavior. 
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With regard to race and climate, McClelland pointed 
v 

out that some people have been more energetic from the 

-.beginning of recorded time than others. This has been 

attributed to genetic combinations which provide more 

energyj body type, and climate. He further pointed out, 

however, that n Achievement changes in a culture have 

occurred too rapidly to allow for genetic changes. 

With regard to child-rearing practices and early 

life experiences, psychoanalysis emphasized the roots 

fantasy life has in early parent-child relationships 

(McClelland, 1961). Winterbottom (1958) found that 

mothers of sons with high n Achievement expected earlier 

self-mastery than mothers of low n Achieving sons. The 

latter do not expect early independence and mastery, but 

impose more restrictions, and thus dependence is main

tained longer. Child, _et al. (195&) found that cultures 

with low n Achievement punished children for lack of obe

dience, responsibility, self-reliance and nurturance. 

More specific to the parent-child interaction is 

Rosen and D'Andrade's finding (19591 that mothers of high 

n Achievement children reward their sons* successes with a 

hug or kiss, even though they expect more of their children 

than do mothers of low n Achievers. Fathers who dominated 

and "pushed" their children had sons with lower n Achieve

ment. Father dominance is known to bear a close relation

ship to n Achievement and n Power. Wars influence n 
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Achievement by removing authoritarian fathers from the 

home. McClelland (1961) concluded from studies by Rosen 

and D'Andrade, Bradburn, and Strodtbeck that father domi

nation tends to lower n Achievement in their sons. Father 

absence tends to raise n Achievement in sons, but this in 

turn depends on the age of the child when the father 

leaves and the relationship to the mother. If the father 

is absent before the child is six years old, and if 

mother-child dependency is great achievement, is found to 

be lowered. German mothers who were low in n Achievement 

and who were authoritarian and restrictive thought that 

obedience, cleanliness, and politeness were the "nicest 

things" about children. Furthermore, mothers of low n 

Achievement sons rated their husbands as being more 

influential on the child than they. 

With regard to the influences of religion on n 

Achievement, Knapp and Goodrich (1952) found that Protestant 

colleges produce more eminent scientists than Catholic 

colleges. Protestants also reportedly believe (Rosen, 1959) 

that planning and achieving are worthwhile. Catholics, on 

the other hand, are fatalistic, and view planning as use

less. Their attitude is that plans often fail anyway 

and that man's fate is determined when he is born and that 

he might as well accept it. Some argue that the Protestant 

emphasis on perfectionism, especially Lutheranism, is more 
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authoritarian than Catholicism, Empirical tests by 

McClelland (1961, p. 357) showed that Protestants and Jews 

ydo expect earlier mastery in their children; Miller and 

Swanson (1958) have found, however, that there are two 

types of Catholics. The lower class Catholics are less 

influenced by the American ethic, but middle class Catho

lics have assimilated to the point of being indistinguish

able from the Protestants with regard to achievement needs. 

The problem of climate has special relevance for 

the present study since Mexico is generally warmer than 

the United States. "Low n Achievement is associated 

particularly with climates which are hot, humid and show 

little temperature variation. High n Achievement is asso

ciated with moderate, dry climates which also tend to have 

poor soil, so that growing conditions for agriculture are 

not optimal (McClelland, 1961, p. 386)." As was discussed 

in a previous section, Mexico has been primarily an agri

cultural country for generations. This factor, coupled 

with a warm climate, especially in the tropics, may 

partially account for lower n Achievement among the Mexicans, 

Value Attitudes Promoting Economic Development — 

In the contemporary United States economic advance

ment is associated with evaluation of people in terms of 

accomplishment instead of tradition-oriented values such as 

family name, etc. In other countries, individual 
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accomplishments may be of secondary importance. This 

author spent a summer in Guadalajara in the home of a well-

to-do family which had been prominent for generations. 

Though the family members were extremely personable and had 

a great number of friends, they were extremely intolerant 

of the "nouveau riche". Equally prevalent among econo

mically advancing countries is a shift toward working on a 

contractual basis (such as for wages) rather than working 

according to a feudal or caste system. A feudal type 

system still exists among certain Mexican-American groups 

of New Mexico (Lundgraf, 195*0 • Thus, the Mexican-

American, at least in the case cited, is not considered 

a part of the larger economically achieving society. 

Another factor involved in economic growth is the dissolu

tion of the extended family. The extended family is less 

influential in the Mexican-American home than it was 

several decades ago, but it still is an important factor 

in some Mexican-American homes and in many Mexican families. 

McClelland (1961) formulated a series of hypotheses 

concerning the nature and causes of motives of countries 

in a state of rapid development. These hypotheses will be 

summarized and pertinent findings will be discussed. 

Hypothesis It Anti-traditionalism is found in the 

rapidly-developing nations. The church, state, educational 

systems and the family are all considered institutions of 
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tradition in this study. Findings showed that tradition 

inhibited economic growth more when n Achievement was high 

than when it was low. 

Hypothesis 2 s Universalism versus particularism. 

Universalism is regarded as . . the development of a code 

of laws which applies equally to all individuals regardless 

of who they are in particular (McClelland, 1961, pp. 179-

180)," Universalistic stories make the hero a peer rather 

than a superior or inferior in age, size, social status, 

or strength. Zurcher, et al. (19&5) found that Mexican bank 

employees were more particularistic than Anglo-American 

bank employees. 

Hypothesis 3s The specificity of role relationships. 

In traditional societies the roles are diffuse, and there 

are few relationships as specific as that of doctor-

patient, etc. If no motive is given, then role relationships 

are probably not specific in that culture. If n Achievement 

is low, specificity of role relationships is not influen

tial on economic growth, but if n Achievement is high, the 

more specifically interpersonal relationships are defined, 

". . . the more orderly their social organization and 

therefore the more rapid their economic growth (McClelland, 

1961, p. 182)." If the outcome is not resolved, the role 

relationship is regarded as diffuse. 

Hypothesis l*t Achieved versus ascribed status. 

Though achieved status is expected to accompany rapid 
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economic development, McClelland,1 s findings did not confirm 

the hypothesis. In the achieved status situation, the 

individual is evaluated in terms of accomplishments rather 

than fixed characteristics such as intelligence, beauty 

or other characteristics given by birth. 

Hypotheses 5 and 6s Collectivity versus self-

orientation, such as placing the tovn, region, or nation 

above personal interests. 

Hypothesis 7s Affective neutrality. In this case, 

there is stress on hard work, saving, and asceticism. 

Hypotheses 8 and 9: Rationality and planning versus 

magic. Industrialization is practically impossible without 

some rational planning and labor division. The means to 

an end involves hard work and intelligence rather than 

deceit and magic. McClelland found that hard work was the 

only characteristic differentiating between rapidly develop

ing countries and other countries. 

Other directedness, increasing literacy and greater 

development of mass media are essential features of rapid 

economic development. The absence of these factors in 

Mexico was previously discussed in the section concerning 

measurement problems. Other-directedness, in part, takes 

the form of no longer being concerned about what friends or 

relatives think, but what anonymous others think (McClelland, 

1961, p. 196). In spite of the relationship of other 
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directedness to economic growth, it is unrelated to n 

Achievement. 

McClelland predicts that countries with both high 

n Achievement and other directedness will continue to grow 

in the 1960-1970 period. This prediction is based on 

analysis of children's stories. 

•Entrepreneural Behavior:—McClelland sees entre

preneurs as the link between n Achievement and economic 

advancement. Entrepreneurship involves some risk-taking, 

but unlike the gambler, has a greater influence on outcome. 

N Achievement was found to be unrelated to performance when 

it is routine or mechanical but is closely related to 

performance when imagination, novel approach, or mental 

manipulation is involved, McClelland believes that entre

preneurs are more interested in achievement than in monetary 

profits per se. Furthermore, they "think ahead" more often 

thanthose in non-entrepreneural occupations. Ownership is 

not of central importance to those with high n Achievement, 

but it is to those with high n Power. 

Attitudes Toward Time and Mature — 

High n Achievers are concerned about not wasting 

time. They are generally busy or in a hurry and perceive 

time as moving swiftly (McClelland, 1961)• Green and Knapp 

(1955) found that high n Achieving subjects tended to recall 

events as being nearer to the present. The future is seen 
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as being closer to the present also. The Mexican concept 

of "mafiana" and seeming lack of concern with time may be 

associated with low n Achievement. High n Achievers are 

found to agree with the following items (Knapp, i960)s 

1. Feeling annoyed when their watch stops or 
malfunctions, 

2. Feeling guilty for sleeping late, 

3. Feeling they "waste time or spend it uselessly," 

and 

k. Feeling anxious when they are uncertain of the 
time. 

Cortes (i960) found that 87% of high n Achievement students 

reported their watches as being fast when the examiner 

reported the time to them. Forty-four percent of the low 

achievers reported their watches as being slow 

2 
(x.=6.1ty, p <.02). Ricks and Epley (i960) reported that 

subjects with high n Achievement have longer time spans in 

their TAT stories than those low in n Achievement. McClel

land (1961) has compared the entrepreneur with the Greek 

god Hermes, but to attribute to the entrepreneur the 

dishonesty, trickery and outright lies that characterize 

Hermes seems to stretch the comparison. Though peoples of 

high n Achievement may at times make economic gain by dis

honesty, these behaviors seem more typical of cultures with 

different motive constellations. For example, Pineda 

devotes a lengthy chapter to "La Mentira" (the lie), and 
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treats lying as an integral part of the Mexican character 

structure. Yet, Mexicans are high on n Affiliation 

(iFayerweather, i960) and the present study hopes to 

demonstrate that they score low on n Achievement. Hermes 

is also described as a child who lived with his mother, 

while his father was away much of the time. McClelland 

cites Whiting's findings that mother-centered homes lead 

to poorly developed superegos, and the child grows up 

without scruples and is dishonest. This portrayal seems 

more clearly associated with the Mexican personality than 

that of the achieving Anglo Protestant. 

In postulating categorical descriptions of human 

problems and solutions, the man-nature relationship has 

particular relevance to the present research. Kluckhohn 

(1956) offered three variations of this relationships 

Man Subjugated to Nature, Man in Nature, and Man over Nature. 

Spanish-Americans are considered as belonging to the 

Man Subjugated to Nature position (Kluckhohn, 195&)> such 

that natural catastrophes, illness, and death are inevi

table, and thus beyond control. Therefore, no preventative 

action is taken. Another category of relevance concerns 

whether man emphasizes the past, present, or future. 

The Spanish-Americans emphasize the present and lack con

cern for precise keeping of appointments. The terms 

"Spanish-American" and "Mexican-American" refer to people 
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living in the United States as citizens who came to this 

country directly from Mexico, or whose forefathers did. 

Actually, the term Spanish-American is a misnomer for the 

group referred to is actually of Mexican ancestry. This 

lack of concern for keeping appointments is similar to the 

attitudes of low n Achievers concerning time (Knapp, i960). 

Another area in which Anglo-Americans differ from 

Mexicans and Mexican-Americans is in the Valued Personality 

Type. The variation includes Being, Being-in-Becoming, 

and Doing, which the philosopher Morris cast into the terms 

Dionysian, Appolonian, and Promethean. The promethean 

spirit of "doing," "getting things done" typifies the 

contemporary United States value orientation. The emphasis 

on accomplishment alludes to high n Achievement motivation. 

The Appollonian, or Being-in-Becoming is self-contained, 

controlled, and understands by remaining detached. This 

type focuses on self-realization and development of the 

whole person. Kluckhohn (1956) regards the Mexican society 

as being predominately of the Being orientation, with free 

expression of impulses and desires. He attributes the 

perpetuation of Spanish-American customs rather than the 

absorption of Anglo-American values to wide disparities in 

value orientation. 

Three modalities of relationship (Kluckhohn, 1956) 

include the: Lineal, Collateral, and Individualistic. A 
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precise explanation of the meaning of these terras appears 

elsewhere (Kluckhohn, 1956, pp. 3^2-357). Americans are 

usually classified as Individualistic, but "... the 

semifeudal *patron-peon* system of Mexicans, both in the 

United States and in Mexico, has neither permitted nor 

required very much independent behavior of most people 

(Kluckhohn, 195^, P. 353)." 

The fact that most Mexicans who migrated to the 

United States were not self-employed tended to perpetuate 

dependence on others. N Affiliation is expected to be 

high in such cases when there is necessity for concern for 

what others think; in this case it is important because 

someone else determines whether or not the Mexican-

American works. 

Religion and Need Achievement Among the Mexicans — 

McClelland (1961) hastily generalizes from the 

religious convictions of two remote villages to the whole 

of Mexico; one of the villages became Protestant through 

the efforts of an Indian convert. The Catholic village was 

converted after its people had "suffered" much, barely 

subsisting on ranch- or farmland. However, both of these 

villages were remote and inaccessible except by horseback. 

In view of these facts, there can scarcely be a claim for 

representativeness of sample. Mexico contains many 

relatively pure Indian groups which have not acculturated 
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into the broad Mexican culture. McClelland*s point seemed 

to be that since becoming a Protestant required literacy 

for the reading of the Bible, then these converts were more 

likely to become high on n Achievement. Although his logic 

seems sound) his conclusions are not wholly justified. 

This author became acquainted with a gardener in Guadalajara 

who was a convert from Catholicism. He claimed to have 

once been a heavy drinker and wandered from village to 

village, making love to women and carrying a pistol for 

protection. He stated that he preferred praying to God 

rather than to a number of images. But, rather than 

increasing his n Achievement, conversion to Protestantism 

seemed to make him nore content with his lowly life as a 

gardener. His only claimed intention was to spread the 

gospel of the Bible and live according to its teachings. 

Interestingly enough, the family for whom he worked denounced 

the gardener's religion and only tolerated the Protestant 

leanings of the author and other summer guests because they 

were student visitors from the United States. In many parts 

of Mexico, it is the peonage that is converted to Protestant

ism. Middle and upper class Mexicans have no reason to be 

dislodged from their Catholic ties. Protestantism in Mexico 

may have an appeal to the laboring masses similar to that of 

early Christianity, for it is the poorest who are most eager 

for new hope and new solutions to life*s problems. It is 
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also difficult to ferret out the differences between reli

gion and culture. Catholicism has been in Mexico for 

centuri,es, having been introduced by the Spaniards. Though 

Mexico's own people are partially responsible for Protestant 

conversions, many evangelical movements were fostered by 

missionaries from the United States. 

Need Power 

Power themes are indicated when there is concern 

about controlling the means of influencing another person. 

More specifically, this might take the form of wanting to 

avoid weakness; arguing about something; trying to force, 

demand, or put across; commanding or punishing or in some 

way influencing the means of control over someone. 

McClelland (I96I, p. 168) found that ". . .a combination 

of low n Affiliation and high n Power is very closely asso

ciated with the tendency of a nation to resort to totali

tarian methods in governing its people." All of a number 

of police states that he studied but one were below the 

mean in n Affiliation and above the mean in n Power. 

Examples were the pre-Hitler era in Germany, the pre-Franco 

regime, and early Communistic Russia and Iraq. N Power 

was high in the United States in 1950, but totalitarianism 

did not result due to the balancing effect of high n 

Affiliation. The hypothesized high n Affiliation among the 

Mexicans may serve to counterbalance totalitarian influences 

in that country. 
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There are countless studies which make explicit or 

implicit statements relating to power and domination 

motives among Mexicans and Mexican-Americans. The 

majority of these references deal with power as it arises 

in the family constellation (Lewis, 19^9 and 1959; Diaz-

Guerrero, 1955? Ramirez, 1957; Bossard and Sanger, 1952; 

Hayner, 195^» and Hewes, 195^)> hut others trace its 

origin to colonization (Ramirez, 1957) or treat reactions 

to authority in a more general sense (Diaz-Guerrero, 1955; 

Ramirez, 1957)* 

The conquest of the Spaniards in the early 1500*s 

(Ramirez, 1957)» in which the natives were completely 

subjugated and the Indian women taken as concubines, led 

to the association of women as the "conquered" and the men 

as the "conquerors." Masculinity became associated with 

social dominance and strength. Low social status was 

associated with femininity. 

^ Diaz-Guerrero (1955) reports that problems of sub

mission and conflict among males lead to rebellion against 

the authority they perceive as the source of such diffi

culties. Among females, there is the stress of living up 

to the culturally prescribed norm of complete submission 

and subservience to the males, A similar view is offered 

by Hayner (195*0» who writes of the dominance of Mexican 
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males and the accompanying belief that women are unfit for 

either responsibility or control over their own lives. 

The Mexican male of TepoztLan (Lewis, 19^9) is an 

authoritarian, patriarchal, master of the household whose 

wife occupies the complementary role of being submissive, 

faithful, and respectful* 

Hewes (195^) points out that the Mexican family 

structure is only superficially patriarchal and that the 

wife wields powerful Influence in the home by virtue of 

the husband*s frequent and long absences. 

Increasing urbanization in Mexico (Iturriaga, 1951) 

is thought to have decreased patriarchy with the advent 

of greater industrialization and greater financial 

independence of women. 

Ramirez (1957) asserts that there is a definite 

hostility and evasiveness which develops toward authority 

which is a carry-over from ambivalence toward fathers who 

are dictatorial, demanding, and often absent from the home. 

Bossard and Sanger (1952), however, add the caution 

that authoritarian figures arise naturally in large families, 

favoring specialization of role statuses in which the older 

children raise the younger. If such a relationship between 

family size and authoritarianism holds true, Mexicans should 

demonstrate higher n Power than Anglos in view of their 

larger families (Harvey, 19^9). 
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Need Affiliation 

N Affiliation is indicated on fantasy productions 

when there is concern over "... establishing, maintain

ing, or restoring a positive affective relationship with 

another person. This relationship is most adequately 

described by the word friendship (McClelland, 1961, p. 

160)." Statements of feeling about a relationship with 
-"V 

other persons, such as liking, or the desire to be liked, 

accepted, and forgiven more specifically delineate affi-

liative concern. Additionally persons with high n Affi

liation tend to be approval-seeking, select faces rather 

than neutral stimuli in perceptual tasks (Atkinson and 

Walker, 1958), are considered likely to succeed by peers 

(McClelland, Sturr, Knapp and Wendt, 1958 and Groesbeck, 

1958), and tend to choose friends over experts to work with 

them on a performance task (French, 195&). There are some 

hypotheses and findings, reported by McClelland, however, 

which do not seem universal, and one of the purposes of 

the present investigation will be to test the universality 

of some of his findings. For example, consider the 

following quotes "In other words, those countries with 

a high n Affiliation have a lower infant mortality rate, 

and a lower birth rate (McClelland, 1961, P. 163)." This 

statement is surprising in view of the known fact of high 

infant birth and mortality rate in Mexico, a country which 
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seems to have considerable indications of strong n Affilia

tion. McClelland (I96I, p. 166), reporting data obtained 

in 195<fc found n Affiliation and n Achievement negatively 

correlated (r=-.^6, N=39» P. <01). Groesbeck (1956) found 

that a person could rate high on both needs, low on both, 

or demonstrate the inverse relationship found by McClelland, 

indicating the complex features of these motives. 

Concern with forgiveness is a major subcategory of 

the affiliation motive (Atkinson, 1958)• A vitally 

important characteristic of Mexican mothers (Pineda, 1961) 

is their complete forgiveness, regardless of how drunk or 

wayward their sons or husbands become. This same forgiving 

nature is also associated with the Virgin Mary. 

Leonard and Loomis (19^1) point to the importance of 

maintaining social relationships in their finding that 

failure to fulfill obligations to the socio-cultural group 

is less easily forgiven than drunkenness or a clandestine 

affair. 

"The most important role of the individual is his 

familial role and the family is the most valued institution 

in Mexican-American society (Madsen, 1964-, p. 17)." 

Further indication of concern over social relationships is 

found in the following: "The worst sin a Latin can conceive 

is to violate his obligations to his parents and siblings 

(Madsen, 1964, p. 17) •" It is also the obligation of 
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Mexican-American parents (Madsen, 196^) to teach their 
% 

children how to oonduct themselves with dignity and honor 

xn social situations. 

Proper relationships with neighbors, friends, and 

acquaintances (Madsen, 19 b**) p. 21) are clearly prescribed. 

Further indications of n Affiliation among Mexicans 

and Mexican-Americans can be found in Table III. 



CHAPTER II 

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 

The present study was designed to compare the 

affiliation, achievement, and other motives of three 

cultural groups. The purpose of this investigation was 

that of determining the ways in which cultural factors 

influence these basic motive patterns. 

Affiliation and achievement motives were chosen 

as the central focus of the study not only because of their 

interest to the author, but because of their particular 

relevance in man's adjustment to modern socio-economic 

systems. 

The three cultural groups were Mexicans, Mexican-

Americans, and Anglo-Americans, These groups consisted of 

male college students matched for age and religion. 

Control over the religion variable consisted in the di

vision of the Anglo-Americans into Protestant and Catholic 

groups. Thus, in the final sample, there were actually 

four cultural groups. Mi attempt was made to match for 

socio-economic status according to Turner's (196^) classi

fication, but this was not feasible due to the large number 

of subjects that would have been omitted. As an alternative, 

product moment correlations were computed between occupation 

33 
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and each of the other variables oX_interest. The same 

procedure was followed for age arid family size, although 

the means and ranges of the ages of each' group were 

practically identical, Deta,ils of these findings are 

presented in the Results section. 

Thematic Apperception Test (TAT) protocols and 

autobiographical materials were obtained from the four -

cultural groups and analyzed to assess variations in 

motive strength. The test protocols were quantitatively 

scored and subjected to appropriate statistical techniques. 

Scoring methods and statistical techniques are treated in 

the chapters entitled Procedure and Statistical Analysis. 

Hypotheses 

It is hypothesized that the three cultural .groups 

selected (Anglo-American, Mexican-American, and Mexican) 

will differ significantly from one another with regard to 

achievement, affiliation and power motives. The cultural 

groups are listed below in decreasing order of hypothesized 

motive strength: 

1. Need Achievement. 

Anglo-Ameri cans 

Mexican-Americans 

Mexicans 

2. Need Affiliation. 

Mexicans 



35 

Mexican-Americans 

Anglo-Ameri cans 

3• Need Power. 

Mexicans 

Mexi can-Ameri cans 

Anglo-Americans 

Due to the process of acculturating to a society in which n 

Achievement is predicted to be high, Mexican-Americans 

should demonstrate intermediate score values between the 

Mexican and the Anglo sample on this need. The Mexican-

American group should also be intermediate between Mexicans 

and Anglo-Americans on n Affiliation, since Mexicans are 

predicted to be higher on the variable than the Anglo-

American group. If Mexican-Americans do indeed show higher 

scores on n Achievement than the Mexicans, then n Affilia

tion would be expected to drop somewhat for this group in 

view of the inverse relationship between n Achievement and 

n Affiliation (McClelland, 1961). The acculturationjrocess 

should also serve to reduce the Power need to an inter

mediate value for the Mexican-American group. 

A summary of the characteristics of persons with 

high n Achievement appears in Atkinson (1958j P# 521); 

The •highs1 work harder at laboratory tasks, 
learn faster, do somewhat better school work in 
high school even with I.Q. partialled out, and 
seem to do their best work when it counts for 
their record and not when other special incentives 
are introduced such as pressure from the outside 
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to do well, money prizes, or time off from 
work. They are more resistant to social v 
pressure, choose experts over friends as 
work partners, and tend to be more active in 
college or community activities, like risky 
occupations, perform better under longer odds, 
and choose moderate risks over either safe or 
speculative ones. 

Furthermore, high need achievers want to do well at what

ever they undertake, are energetic, non-conforming, and 

tend to be predisposed toward innovations (Atkinson, 1958). 

The present writer believes that these descriptions more 

typically represent the Anglo-American sample than either 

the Mexican or Mexican-American groups. 

The bases for hypothesized differences in motive 

strength as a function of culture are more easily understood 

in the summary form presented in Table I (variables relating 

to n Achievement), Table II (variables relating to n Affi

liation), and Table III (variables relating to n Power). 

In these first three tables, the assumption is made 

that the variables do accompany or otherwise bear meaningful 

relationships to the motives under investigation. These 

assumptions are based on relationships established by 

McClelland or by studies cited in The Achieving Society 

(McClelland, 1961), The Achievement Motive (McClelland, et^ 

al., 1953)t and Motives in Fantasy Action and Society 

(Atkinson, 1958)• 
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TABLE I 

VARIABLES WHICH RELATE TO N ACHIEVEMENT AND CORRESPONDING 
CULTURAL FACTORS FAVORING HYPOTHESES UNDER INVESTIGATION 

NEED ACHIEVEMENT 

Variable 
General 
Finding 

Cultural 
Application Prediction 

I. 
Interfamial 
Factors 

A. Child 
Rearing 
Practices 

B. Father 
dominance 

C. Family 
size 

Winterbottom 
(1958) found 
that Anglo 
White Protes
tant mothers 
tend to 
emphasize 
early inde
pendence and 
self-mastery. 

In Estacion Bamoa, Lower n 
little emphasis is Achieve-
placed on self- ment in 
mastery, even with Mexcians 
regard to toilet than in 
training. As most Anglos, 
males run nude up 
to two years of 
age and there are 
limited or no toilet 
facilities, toilet 
training is not 
emphasized (Logan, 
1962). 

Fathers are authori- Lower n 
tarian and dominate Achieve-
their sons and ment in 
families in Mexican Mexicans 
culture (Diaz- than in 
Guerrero, 1955? Anglos. 
Pineda, 19&1; 
Ramirez, 1957; Lewis 
19^9, and Hayner, 
195*0 . 

Rosen and 
D1Andrade 
(1959), Brad-
burn (i960), 
Strodtbeck 
$1958) and 
McClelland 
(1961) report 
that father 
dominance 
tends to lower 
n Achievement 
in their sons. 

" . . .  b o y s  
from small the Mexican family 
families tend is 6.8. The mean 
to have higher is ^.9 for Anglos 
achievement (Harvey, 19^9)• 
motivation 
than their 

The average size of Lower n 
Achieve
ment in 
Mexicans 
than in 
Anglos. 
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TABLE I—continued 
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General Cultural 
Variable Finding Application Prediction 

II. 
Attitude 
Toward 
Change and 
Economic 
Growth 

III. 
Social 
Mobility-

peers from 
large families" 
(Rosen, 1961, 
P. 585). 
Authoritarian 
figures arise 
naturally in 
large families 
(Bossard and 
Sanger, 1952). 

Anglo-American 
Protestants 
strive toward 
economic 
advancements, 
thus creating 
change (Weber, 
1930} Winter-
bottom, 1958; 
McClelland, 
1961). 

Middle class 
Anglo-American 
Protestants 
are upwardly 
mobile 
(McClelland, 
1961). 

In Mexico, 
"... moderni
zation is asso
ciated with 
revolution, 
communism, and 
anti-religious 
feelings" 
(McClelland, 
1959, P. 397). 
Only 8.6% of a 
group of Mexicans 
expressed a desire 
to elevate them
selves economic
ally (Robreda, 
19*17) . 

Lower n 
Achievement 
in Mexicans 
than in 
Anglos. 

Social mobility 
threatens group 
unity in Mexi
cans (Spiro, 
1957). 

Lower n 
Achievement 
in Mexicans 
than in 
Anglos. 

IV. 
Universalism 
vs. Partic
ularism 

Universalism 
is thought to 
be more im
portant for 

Mexican bank 
employees were 
found to be 
more Partic-

economic growth ularistic than 

Lower n 
Achievement 
in Mexicans 
than in 
Anglos. 
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TABLE X— continued 

2tri5tu General r^Giriftural 
Variable Finding Application Prediction 

V. 
Deceit and 
Magic 

VI. 
Contractual 
vs. Feudal 
System 
Labor 

VII. 
Attitude 
Toward 
Time 

than Particular
ism (McClelland, 
1961). 

Deceit and 
magic are less 
frequent among 
variables asso
ciated with 
economic develop
ment (McClelland, 
1961). 

In economically 
advancing coun
tries, there is 
a shift toward 
working on a 
contractual 
basis, such as 
for wages, 
rather than 
working accord
ing to feudal 
systems. 

McClelland 
(1961, p. 325) 
points out that 
M. . . indivi
duals with high 
n Achievement 
would have a 
special attitude 
toward time -
in particular 
that they would 
not want to waste 
it . . They 
would generally 
be busy or in a 
hurry and per
ceive time as 

a comparable 
Anglo group 
(Zurcher, ejfc al. , 
1965). 

Pineda (1961) 
demonstrates the 
prevalence of 
deceit among 
Mexicans by 
devoting an 
entire chapter 
to "la mentira," 
the lie. 

The feudal-type 
system of 
working land 
has not dis
appeared in 
Mexico and still 
appears among 
Mexi can-Ameri cans 
(Lundgraf, 195*0 • 

Mexi can-Ameri cans 
emphasize the pre
sent and lack con
cern for precise 
keeping of appoint
ments (Kluckhohn, 
1956)* Not only do 
they focus on the 
present, but on 
". . . the associa
tions of recipro
cally dependent and 
closely related 
contemporaries 
(Lundgraf, 195k, 
p. 81). Lundgraf 

adds that Mexican-

Lower n 
Achievement 
in Mexicans 
than in 
Anglos. 

Lower n 
Achievement 
in Mexicans 
than in Anglos, 
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TABLE I—-continued 

General Cultural 
Variable Finding Application Prediction 

as moving 
swiftly. 

X. 
Religion 

Americans conceptua
lize the past as a 
romantic era of achiev-
ment, lineage, and 
custom. Manana was 
irreality unless it 
could be somehow 
linked to the present. 
"In Mexico very few 
people are actively 
opposed to being on 
time} following plans, 
or obeying any of the 
other rules of indus
trial discipline. When 
they do not obey them, 
it is because some 
oonflicting avenue of 
action appeared and 
they felt it was more 
important (Fayerweather, 
I960, p. 73). 

Protestant 
countries are 
more econo
mically ad
vanced than 
Catholic 
countries 
(McClelland, 
1961). Protes
tants believe 
that planning 
and achievement 
are worthwhile, 
whereas Catho
lics are fata
listic and view 
planning as use
less (Rosen, 1961). 

In view of the 
fact that over 95% 
of Mexicans are 
Catholic, a large 
majority should also 
be fatalistic, and 
thus avoid planning. 

Lower n 
Achieve
ment 
among 
Mexicans 
than among 
Anglos. 
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TABLE XI 

VARIABLES WHICH RELATE TO N AFFILIATION AND 
CORRESPONDING' CULTURAL FACTORS FAVORING 

HYPOTHESES UNDER INVESTIGATION 

Variable 
General 
Finding 

Cultural 
Application Prediction 

I. 
Child Rearing 
Practices 

A. Breast 
Feeding 
and 
Orality 

II. 
Interpersonal 
Relation
ships 

A. Being 
Alone 

Orality is 
associated 
with high n 
Affiliation 
(Groesbeck, 
1956), Breast 
fed children 
abruptly 
weaned are not 
able to rely 
on their own 
inner resources, 
but seek guid
ance from 
others (Arieti, 
1959). 

Mexicans are Higher n 
breast-fed and Affiliation 
nurtured, but among 
then are abruptly Mexicans, 
weaned (Diaz-
Guerrero, 1955). 

Planning and 
achievement 
are worthwhile 
goals of Anglo 
Protestants 
(Rosen, 1961). 

Mexicans are 
more concerned 
with adjusting 
interpersonal 
relationships 
than in effec
tive problem 
solving (Knapp, 
I960). 

82% of 9** Mexi
can males stated 
preferences for 
being with 
company rather 
than being alone 
(Diaz-Guerrero, 
1955). 

Higher n 
Affiliation 
among 
Mexicans. 

Higher n 
Affiliation 
among 
Mexicans. 
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TABLE XI—-continued 

General Cultural 
Variable Finding Application Prediction 

B. Nature 
of the 
Inter
action 

C. Social 
Obliga
tion. 

Zurcher, et al.'s 
study (19^5) de
monstrating par
ticularism rather 
than universalism 
among Mexicans 
suggests that 
Affiliation needs 
are directed 
specifically to 
the "in group" 
rather than to 
people in general. 

Kaplan (1951*) 
found that Mexi
can Ss did not 
cooperate with 
£ on testing^ not 
because of 
hostility, but 
strong in-group 
cohesion. 

Failure of Mexicans 
to fulfill their 
socio-cultural 
obligations is 
less easily for
given than drunken
ness or a clande
stine affair 
(Leonard and 
Loomis, 19^1). 

High n 
Affilia
tion 
among 
Mexicans 
in view 
of import
ance of 
social 
interac
tions 
and 
obliga
tions . 
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TABLE III 

VARIABLES WHICH RELATE TO N POWER AND CORRES^&tfDING 
CULTURAL FACTORS FAVORING HYPOTHESES UNDER 

INVESTIGATION 

General Cultural 
Variable Finding Application Prediction 

I. 
Male In Anglo Protes-
Supremacy tant families, 

the mother often 
has greater 
influence on the 
child than does 
the father 
(McClelland, 
1961). 

Even after virtual 
cultural disinte
gration after 19^1» 
the Mexican-
Americans of the 
Ramah area of New 
Mexico continued 
to speak Spanish 
and maintained a 
partriarchy in which 
the male "head" held 
powerful reins of 
influence over per
son and property. 
"In all cases, males 
were dominant, graded 
according to age, 
and their authority 
was firmly wield." 
(Lundgraf, 19 5^» 
p. 80). 

Among Mexicans there 
is "unquestionable 
and absolute 
supremacy of the 
father" (Diaz-
Guerrero, 1955» P« 
J*ll) which is also 
shared in lesser de
gree by other males 
in the family. 

The husband is an 
". . . authori
tarian, patriarchal 
figure who is head 
and master of the 

Higher n 
Power 
among 
Mexican-
Americans. 

Higher n 
Power 
among 
Mexicans. 

Higher n 
Power 
among 
Mexicans , 
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TABLE III—continued 

General Cultural 
Variable Finding Application Prediction 

IX. 
Personal 
Character
istics* 

household and en
joys the highest 
status in the 
family (Levis, 
1951, P. 319). 

Mexican males are Higher n 
"... imposing, Power 
proud, dictatorial among 
and conceited. . ." Mexicans. 
(Diaz-Guerrero, 
1955, P. **13). 

III. 
Attitudes 
toward 
weakness 

N Power often The Mexican "macho" Higher n 
manifests it- pattern, described Power 
self in the fully in Ramirez among 
form of wanting (19^9), character- Mexicans, 
to avoid weak- izes this fear of 
ness (McClel- weakness. 
land, 1961). 



CHAPTER III 

PROCEDURE 

Choice of an Instrument 

The use of projective techniques cross-culturally is 

the subject of a book (Lindzey, 19&1) which includes 

measurement purposes appropriate to the present research 

design, namely: to provide a general description for a 

specific cultural group, to provide new information regard

ing the validity of aspects of projective techniques 

formerly studied only in our culture, and to provide 

supplementary data to other methods of analysis (Murstein, 

1963, P. 3^6). 

Traditionally, the TAT was one of the first measures 

of n Achievement and has been one of the most frequently 

used methods for cross-cultural studies (Henry, 19^9; 

Murray, 1938). 

Rating scales and questionnaire-type devices were 

eliminated from consideration in view of the language 

differences of the cultural groups under investigation, 

especially since idiomatic and colloquial language usages 

vary extremely from one culture to another. The TAT thus 

has a definite advantage in that the stimuli are pictorial 

rather than verbal. In the words of Murstein (1963* p. 3^6), 

1*5 
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"Specifically* the TAT has the advantage of involving 

storytelling, which is common to all cultures and thus 

likely to minimize communication compared to a more novel 

test like the Rorschach, which may be quite foreign to 

the subject's experience. Moreover, it provides a wealth 

of material for analysis. . • ." 

The TAT is especially appealing because of the 

quantitative scoring system worked out by McClelland and 

his colleagues. 

Inter-judge reliability has often been reported 
as in the high 80 *s or in the 90*s. This is a 
remarkable accomplishment for a projective instru
ment and is due to the clarity of the directions 
and the numerous examples of scoring which have 
been published, as well as to the admonition to 
score only overt responses without interference 
beyond that which is written in the story. 
(Murstein, 19&3t p.35). 

The last comment is especially applicable to the present 

research. Scoring only presence or absence of thema 

without regard to the manner in which it is stated circum

vents problems which might have arisen because of differ

ences in language expression. 

Not only is inter-scorer reliability reportedly 

extremely high, scoring manuals are provided in which rela

tively unskilled personnel can attain equally high reli

ability after spending some hours on accompanying practice 

materials. Feld and Smith (Atkinson, 1958, PP. 23*f-**l) 

assessed the value of training with such materials. Rank 
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order correlations between scores obtained by individuals 

trained in scoring and psychologists expert in the use of 

the TAT revealed that percentage agreement on presence of 

n Achievement Imagery ranged from ,83 to .95* from .89 to 

.95 for n Affiliation, and from .79 to .93 for n Power. 

Finally, the TAT is an extremely flexible instrument 

in which the investigator is able to make modifications to 

suit his particular research problem; the collection of 

normative data from various cultures also aids in the 

detection of "deviant or unusual responses (Murstein, 

1963, P. 368)." 

There is still the problem of having used pictures 

which may not be equally appropriate for each of the 

cultures studied. Although modifications were made for 

the present investigation (see the section on Modification 

of Instruments), it is possible and even likely that the 

pictures did not equally tap the motives which characterize 

Anglo-American, Mexican-American and Mexican Ss. For this 

reason, an even more unstructured projective was introduced, 

the autobiography. 

Personal records can be traced back to the work of 

Goethe (Fashenlehre), Helmholtz (Psysiologische Optile), 

Ebbinghaus, Galton, William James (The Varieties of Reli

gious Experience it G. Stanley Hall, Freud, Clifford Beers, 

and many others in Psychology or related fields. The 
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question might be raised ̂ as to Why psychologists would 

employ personal documents. Allport (19^2) devotes an 

entire chapter to this question*. Note his comments; "If 

one wants to know how people feel: What they experience 

and what they remember, what their emotions and motives 

are like* and the reasons for acting as they do — why not 

ask them? (Allport, 19^2, p. 37)«M This is a purely 

introspectionist approach and seems a logical tool for those 

concerned with complex phenomenal states. Allport quotes 

Stern as saying that only the person to whom it has happened 

knows how any feeling is experienced. Along with Stern, 

G. Stanley Hall, and Iovetz-Tereschenko argue that the best 

means of studying adolescence is through the use of personal 

documents. 

One of the most commonly recognized bases of the 

use of autobiographical material is that insights are 

derived which often provide the initial basis for items 

included in standardized tests and questionnaires. At 

other times, this instrument serves as one of several 

methods in a battery, adding credibility to the whole picture. 

Being a staunch defender of ideographic usage, Allport 

defends the personal document as being adequate for that 

purpose. He agrees with Lundberg that case methods are 

only scientific when classified and summarized in such form 

as to reveal uniformities, types, and patterns of behavior 
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and that the statistical method is the means of classifying 

and summarizing these large numbers of cases. 

When the wording qf an answer is influenced by the 

examiner^ it is no longer a personal document. However, 

guides are often introduced "to insure that omissions from 

the document be based upon the subject*s own judgment rather 

than upon his forgetfulness or negligence." Without some 

guides, the authors may omit large and critical areas of 

their lives which may limit the value of the document and 

give the reader an unbalanced, non-comprehensive impression 

of the person as a whole. On the other hand, if guide 

lines are extended to the questionnaire form, the product 

may become a stilted, mechanical answering of questions. 

In view of this danger, it should be borne in mind 

that "the more exacting the prescription in terms of task, 

the less value the document has in terms of expression on 

projection (Allport, 19^2, p. 112)." Allport refers to 

expression as the "manner" of performance and projection 

as the "content." But since both approaches utilize the 

same material, it seems unnecessary to distinguish between 

them. Whatever instructions are given, the fact that one 

person responds to the assignment by confession and another 

handles it with antagonism is significant. 

In spite of criticisms that autobiographical material 

does not lend itself to statistical techniques, Cavan, 
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Hauser, and Stouffer (1930) reported contingency coeffi

cients ranging from .709 to .801, representing interjudge 

agreement in sorting life history materials into pre

selected categories. Allport, Valker, and Lathers (193*0 

have also written in support of the reliability of personal 

documents and Bios (19^1) has commented on validity measures 

using this type of material. 

There are many objections to first-person documents, 

but what the enemies of the approach would call "error 

term,N the present investigator would call a significant 

difference. Gruhle (1928) objected that only talented 

writers would provide adequate information. Others claim 

that since these documents are subjective, the factual 

situation is not fully available to the subject. It is 

equally plausible, however, that a more objective approach 

avoids the important contributions of phenomenology. 

Lasswell (1930) points out that the rising interest in 

autobiographical material is in part a protest against 

laboratory interests and the aridity of behaviorism. The 

advocates of autobiographical material, however, are aware 

that the document yields incomplete information and that 

other sources are needed to supplement the information 

obtained. 

Self-deception may be less easy to control. Else 

Frenkel-Brunswik warns that self-deception may be suspected 
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when a subject is repetitive or resorts to superlatives 

and marked emphasis. "It is exceedingly difficult for 

men to report adequately their own motives, and this is 

true,whether or not the mechanism of self-justification is 

at work • . . the influence of retrospect may be disas

trous (Allport, 19^2, p. 132)." A person in describing 

himself at an earlier age ". . . may ascribe motives to 

his conduct that are, in reality, only appropriate to him 

at the time of writing (Allport, 19^2, pp. 132-33)." 

Yet such distortions should balance out in a large sample. 

If they do not balance out when comparing cultures, the 

differences would be considered significant findings.- The 

influence of mood is often considered as detrimental to 

reliability, but this too should be a random factor in a 

large sample. Memory errors are inevitable, but the fact 

that the individual recalls and structures his self-portrait 

in a particular way is a major focus of interest. 

Allport strongly argues that dividing a document 

into sections suggests artificial divisions that interrupt 

the natural flow of that person*s life. Prescribed form 

forces all cases into the same mold and therefore the 

results may indicate that his mold meets all cases. Xf 

differences are found, they should be a function of actual 

individual differences. For the purposes of the present 

investigation, however, it was not feasible to rely solely 
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on unstructured autobiographical material. Since all sub

jects had an opportunity to write on any aspect of their 

life that they chose, they often wrote concerning events or 

situations that were unrelated to the motives of interest. 

As a source of supplementary information} subjects were 

asked to express attitudes concerning specific situations 

or interpersonal relationships. 

Discussion of the Instruments 

Description of the TAT Cards ~ 

For the purpose of clarifying the measurement instru

ment, Murray1s brief description of the content will be 

presented for the cards selected for the present investi

gation: 

Card 1. 

Card 3BM. 

Card 6BM. 

Card 7BM. 

Card 8BM. 

A young boy is contemplating a violin 
which rests on a table in front of him. 

On the floor against a couch is the 
huddled form of a boy with his head bowed 
on his right arm. Beside him on the floor 
is a revolver. 

A short, elderly woman stands with her 
back turned to a tall young man. The 
latter is looking downward with a per
plexed expression. 

A gray-haired man is looking at a younger 
man who is silently staring into space. 

An adolescent boy looks straight out of 
the picture. The barrel of a rifle is 
visible at one side, and in the background 
is the dim scene of a surgical operation, 
like a reverie-image. 
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Card 10. A young woman*s head against a man's 
shoulder. 

The rationale for the selection of these cards will 

appear in a later section. 

There are a number of underlying assumptions con

cerning the value of the TAT for personality assessment 

which should be discussed at this point: 

1. "No response is accidental. £very response is 
meaningful for the analysis of personality 
(Murstein, 1963i P» HO)." 

2. "A protocol is a sufficiently extensive sampling 
of a subject*s performance to warrant formulating 
judgments about it*1 (MacFarlane and Tuddenham, 
*957» P. 3*0. Occasionally, however, protocols 
are so sparse in material that adequate analysis 
is impossible. This would seem especially true 
when an attempt is made to measure a myriad of 
personality variables from several responses 
Murstein, 1963, p. 262). This disadvantage was 
partially responsible for the decision to con
fine the present research to the study of only 
three variables, in spite of the fact that a 
more comprehensive set of motives might have 
provided a better-rounded and perhaps a more 
accurate personality description. 

3. "The subject is unaware of what he discloses 
about himself" (Murstein, 1963» P* 262). Murray, 
over a decade ago, stressed the peculiar value 
the TAT had in being able to tap aspects of the 
person that he was unwilling to reveal about 
himself. An opposing viewpoint (Allport, 1953)» 
is that the direct method provides the same 
information as the projective method. Though 
this controversy is still not resolved, a more 
reasonable explanation would seem to lie in 
some compromise between these two sharply diver
gent views. 

Jf. "The strength of a need may be gauged from its 
manifestations directly, indirectly, or 
symbolically on a thematic test" (Murstein, 
1963> P. 26k), This assumption is not clearly 
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stated, but even in its present form, several 
examples question its validity. It is assumed, 
for example, that the stimuli of the cards do 
elicit responses along a personality dimension, 
but it is possible that other factors may 
hinder its expression. A hostile person with 
insight might purposely reveal greater or lesser 
amounts of hostility than a non-insightful 
hostile person. The problem of insight further 
suggests that the amount of conscious control 
over the stories told may vary greatly, and may 
thus considerably alter the resultant view of 
personality. Another difficulty concerns the 
hierarchial arrangements of motives. One motive 
may be present, but may not be revealed due to 
the greater "push for expression" of needs 
higher on the hierarchy. 

5. "There is a parallel between projective tech
nique behavior and behavior in the social 
environment" (Murstein, 19^3» P. 265). Although 
Murstein disagrees with this stand, Piotrowski 
(1957)» McClelland (1961), and Atkinson (1958) 
provide support for the assumption. 

Several additional comments seem in order with 

regard to these assumptions. First of all, it is assumed 

that responses to the TAT are meaningful for personality 

assessment. Furthermore, since the TAT is not being used 

as a diagnostic instrument, the question of whether or not 

a response is consciously or unconsciously determined does 

not seem of ultimate importance. 

Stimulus Characteristics of the Cards --

In addition to the brief description of the content 

of the cards presented earlier (pp. 52-53)» ambiguity 

deserves mention as a variable which affects the nature of 

the response. Ambiguity of characters represented on the 
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High ambiguity: 

cards (Murstein, 1963) varies inversely with the vari

ability of "kind of theme," but is unrelated to responses 

stating cause or ending for the story. Kenny and Bijou 

(1953) divided the TAT cards into three levels of ambiguity 

and found that cards of medium ambiguity revealed the most 

about personality. Although this division is easily made 

in some instances, it is difficult to assess degree of 

ambiguity for some of the cards. Based primarily on Kenny 

and Bijou's division, with a few additions made by this 

author, the cards selected for the present study rate as 

follows on ambiguity: 

Card 3BM 

Card 10 

Medium ambiguity: Card 6bM 

Card 7BM 

Card 8BM 

Card 1 

With this spread of ambiguity among the cards, it is not 

clear whether ambiguity or other features of the picture 

are exerting the greatest influence on expression of motives. 

tfeisskopf (1950) found that presenting the pictures 

under reduced exposure gave them a hazy appearance, but no 

differences in productivity were noted. This finding has 

particular relevance to the present study for the cards 

were reproduced by an Ammonia Process Ozalid 7 Master 

Low ambiguity: 

(n affil,) 

(n affil.) 

(n affil.) 

(n affil. and n power) 

(n achiev. and n power) 

(n achiev.) 
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machine with separate settings for each picture. Card 1 

was reproduced at a setting of 11, card 3BM at 9» card 

6BM at 1^, card 7BM at 23, card 8BM at 9» and card 10 at 

11. The purpose of these alterations was to make the 

picture sufficiently dark that the characters could be 

perceived as Mexicans just as easily as Anglos. This 

darkening retains most of the original stimulus features 

of the cards and in view of the fact that comparisons are 

to be made between cultures, it seemed necessary to present 

the same stimuli to all groups. The process of darkening 

the pictures and presenting them to each group of the sample 

thus seemed superior to constructing special cards for the 

Mexican and Mexican-American groups, especially since the 

scoring system of the present investigation was developed 

for the standard TAT cards. 

Other findings indicate that the sex of the characters 

in the pictures affects the response given. For example, 

"both sexes usually project more achievement in response 

to •male1 than to 'female* pictures" (Murstein, 1963 j P. 

35^)• It would be interesting to know how sex influences 

stories involving n Power and n Affiliation. If members 

of one cultural group respond differently to such factors 

than do those of another, the results might be misinter

preted as being an indication of culturally different motive 

states when they were actually the result of unique eli

citing properties of the stimulus. 
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Validity — 

Harrison (19^0a; 19**0b) administered a 20-card TAT 

set to ko psychiatric patients. The written reports were 

compared to case histories* Validity was determined by 

dividing total number of guesses into the number of 

correct guesses about each patient. The control group 

consisted of 15 TAT's randomly paired with 15 case histories. 

The experimental group demonstrated 82.5 percent correct 

guesses, while the control group obtained a significantly 

lower percent (39»5)» Harrison later wrote reports from 

the TAT*s of a psychiatric group without having seen them. 

Correct guesses were still at a high of 7^.6 percent. 

An advantage of adding biographical material to the 

test battery is that validity is improved. Using protocols 

of objective tests* the Rorschach, a biographical inventory 

and the TAT, the biographical materials and the TAT were 

the most successful in matching protocols to individuals 

(Holsapple and Phelan, 195^). Horowitz (1962) found 

(P < «°5) that clinicians with test and biographical data 

are superior to naive students with biographical material 

only (Murstein, 1963> P. 281). 

Reliability — 

Projective tests have variable reliability, with 

specific but varying reliabilities for each method of ana

lysis. Watson (19^9)i Symmonds (19^9) and Sargent (19^5) 
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all criticize the split-half method as "being inappropriate 

because both the Rorschach and the TAT differ radically 

in the stimulus properties of the cards" (Murstein, 19631 

p. 133)5 thus, comparable halves are not possible. 

The TAT has a related problem unique to picture-type 

projectives. Even if cards could be placed in halves 

considered equal in stimulus-pull, the second half might 

reveal less of the variable, e.g., n Achievement, than the 

first half. This may be due to the "sawtooth" effect 

reported by Atkinson (1950) in which responding with 

imagery to one card may reduce the tendency to respond 

with the same imagery to later cards. This problem was 

eliminated in the present study by presenting the cards to 

the subjects in a counterbalanced (Latin square) design in 

which each card was preceded by every other card an equal 

number of times. 

There is also the problem of the different cards 

and instructions being devised by the investigator for his 

own particular research purposes, especially since the 

"stimulus-pulls" are quite different for each card. "The 

TAT, for example, is heavily weighted to represent hostility 

and negative emotionality (Murstein, 19*>3» P» 135)." 

Furthermore, the cards differ greatly in their ability to 

tap various motives. 
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A fascinating) but relatively unexplored, variable 

concerns scorer differences in ability to judge a protocol. 

Another variable which is difficult to control is the 

length of stories. The Spearman-Brown formula is usually 

used to relate test length and reliability, but the formula 

. . assumes that the new items are parallel to the 

previous ones. Accordingly, merely doubling the number of 

cards does not meet the *parallel* requirements. In fact, 

adding cards beyond an optimum number may well decrease 

reliability . . . (Murstein, 1963, P. 137)." This effect 

would seem especially true in view of Atkinson's finding 

that once a story has been elicited, future cards will be 

less successful in eliciting the same motive. Verbal 
f 

fluency should also be related to length of stories and it 

has been found (Cashman, 19&3) that Mexican-Americans are 

more verbally fluent than a comparable sample of Anglo-

Americans. The McClelland scoring system minimizes the 

problem of length, however, by scoring the presence of a 

need only once for each story. 

Murstein (1963) found test-retest reliabilities 

(using the Murray need-press method) of 2 months, .80; 

6 months, .60; and 10 months, .50. Thi3 decrease in reli

ability over time is likely a function of the previously 

mentioned tendency of not repeating the same or similar 

themes. 
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Description of the Materials 
r 

1. The face sheet. The face sheet was designed to 

obtain information regarding age, occupation) income, 
a 

religion, and other identifying variables. Several 

questions were included which are known to relate to the 

motives under investigation. Both the English and Spanish 

forms of the face sheet appear in Appendix 1. 

2. The TAT materials. Only six TAT cards were used. 

The number was restricted to six because of the finding 

reported above (p. 59) that once imagery is revealed, it 

is less likely to be repeated in stories to later cards. 

The pictures were varied in amount of darkness for the 

purpose of obscuring cultural differences of the characters* 

The pictures in their altered form appear in Appendix 1. 

3. The autobiographical materials. There were 

actually two biographies used, one unstructured and one 

structured. The structured biography was administered 

after the unstructured section in order not to bias the 

results of the latter. The structured biography was 

created in order to tap areas revelant to the motives under 

investigation which were not included in the unstructured 

section. 

Both English and Spanish forms of the biography 

appear in Appendix X. All translations into Spanish 

were supervised and corrected by bilingual students familiar 
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with the idiomatic usages of Spanish in the Hermosill^o 

area. 

Instructions. Instructions pertaining to the 

administration of the materials appear in Appendix I. 

Choice of Subjects 

Anglo- and Mexican-American subjects were readily 

obtained from introductory psychology classes at the 

University of Arizona. Mexican college students were 

available for study at the University of Hermosillo in 

Mexico through the generous cooperation of the University 

of Arizona*s Dr. Renato Rosaldo, Director of Romance 

Languages; Dr. Mois/s Canale, president of the University 

of Hermosillo; Mar/a Otero, a University of Arizona student 

from Hermosillo; and Dr. Padilla Chacdn, Chief of Guidance 

and Counseling at the University of Sonora. 

College samples were especially valuable in the 

present study in view of their amenability to testing. 

Having been exposed to much previous testing, the subjects 

were likely to perceive the present investigation as being 

similar to routine classroom experiences. The classroom 

setting also affords opportunity for group testing, and 

the University setting enables the testing of people from 

diverse geographical locations. Though the extent of this 

diversity will likely be different for each sample group, it 

offers the best geographical representation possible. 
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Since n Achievement is a principal motive under 

investigation and college students are considered to 

represent a group concerned with "getting ahead," "making 

money," and "making something of themselves," particular 

interest was given to how such trends were reflected in 

TAT stories. 

In spite of the lack of comparability of social and 

economic class, the college sample offers a more comparable 

cross-section of these variables than could be obtained 

with most other groups. 

Turner (1964) indicated that social class should be 

based on past, present, and future value orientations. 

The goals of self-betterment and "getting ahead" indicate 

future orientation, whether for occupational, material or 

non-material gain. Turner (1964) also indicated that ambi

tion for education and material goals are separate and 

unrelated. Thus the groups chosen for the present study 

control the education variable. 

Typically, class has been based on the parents of the 

children, but in a sense, the school setting offers such 

a strong peer group influence that the value-orientations 

are likely those of the peer group. Turner believes these 

orientations are ritualistic; the term "ritualistic" refers 

to an orientation which is dictated by the peer group, but 

is not adhered to after one leaves college. This future 
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orientation is thought to be geared toward greater ambition. 

Thus, the present study catyperhap^p shed light on whether 

or not the particular age and educational group sampled is 

motivated by peer group activities. If indeed, as pre

dicted, the Anglos are higher in n Achievement, perhaps it 

is because the future orientations of greater achievement 

caused ritualistic group influence in college to be mini

mal. On the other hand, the influence among the Mexicans 

may serve to hinder the development of future-oriented 

values because of high n Affiliation. The high emphasis 

on time and the importance of the future among Anglos, 

coupled with a disregard and lack of concern for time in 

the Mexicans may enhance a shift from present to future 

value or motive orientations for the Anglos, but hinder 

such a shift among the Mexicans. Controlling for social 

class may not be wise in all cases for social class itself 

can be the object and result of ambition. In fact, one's 

perceived social status (Turner, 196k) and the conception 

of others in the culture of that individual's social 

status influence the character of that status and whether 

or not the person remains in it. One can conceivably 

achieve or advance within a social class or he might have 

to change both his present occupation and his social class 

in order to make greater achievements. 

Though these important issues will be ttrested further 

in the discussion it should be remembered that the 



particular manner in which n Achievement is manifested or 

v 
directed is irrelevant for the purposes' of the McClelland 

scoring system. 

Socio-Economic Class — 

Special classification systems such as the Alba 

Edwards' socioeconomic grouping (designed for the U. S. 

census)} the North-Hatt prestige ratings of occupations, 

and estimations of social standing by Warner* Meeker, Eels, 

and Hollingshead were found to be faulty for the purposes 

of the present investigation. Turner's (196*0 classifi

cation was found to be superior in that it (1) provides 

prestige ranking which allows division into upward and 

downward mobility, (2) groups according to similarity of 

subculture, (3) enables discrimination at the upper end of 

the continuum, (4) does not depend on information students 

are unlikely to have about parents' occupations such as 

income, and (5) does not rely on interview techniques. 

Turner (196b) presented the following objections to 

alternative methods: the Edwards's scale fails to differ

entiate among occupations in the upper half of the scale; 

the North-Hatt classification relies too heavily on 

prestige; the Warner scheme requires an interview technique 

and thus seriously limits the number of subjects that can 

be included in the sample; and the Hollingshead system 

fails to separate business and professional occupations 
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as well as sharing flaws with the Warner system. Finally» 

Turner*s classification seemed the most appropriate since 

his divisions take into account "ambition". In fact,1 the 

title of Turner's book is The Social Context of Ambition, 

Ambition and achievement are certainly not identical 

concepts} but his classification seems more appropriate for 

studying the related concept of achievement than any other 

method. 



CHAPTER IV 

ADMINISTRATION AND METHODS OF HANDLING 

THE DATA 

All the materials employed were administered in 

group form by the present investigator. Since all testing 

was done during a regular classroom hour, there was a 

control over the time given to complete the materials. 

The instructions were such that each subject devoted 

approximately equal time to each aspect of the materials. 

The amount of time allotted to each separate task was 

written on each subject's test battery. See Appendix I 

for sample face sheets and test materials. As an added 

time control} the administrator instructed the subjects 

when it was time to begin a new section. Several subjects 

wanted additional time to complete the materials. These 

subjects were given as much additional time as necessary* 

but their protocols were eliminated from the final sample. 

Incomplete protocols were also eliminated. 

The TAT protocols were all scored according to 

scoring systems for n Achievement, n Power, and n Affilia

tion which appear in Atkinson (1958). As these scoring 

systems appear in their entirety on page 687 of Atkinson's 

book, they will not be reproduced here. 
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An attempt was made to score the autobiographical 
I 

data according to the systems used for the TAT materials, 

but the responses did not lend themselves to such scoring. 

Therefore, it was necessary to develop separate scoring 

procedures for the autobiographical materials. First the 

guidelines for scoring were derived empirically by coding 

content expressed in the structure autobiography. For 

achievement materials, the autobiographical headings 

entitled "My Plans for the Future," "My Attitudes toward 

School," and "My Attitudes toward Work" were examined to 

determine the range of attitudes which were expressed 

under these headings. See Appendix I for specific instruc

tions which accompanied these headings. With the assistance 

of another graduate student in psychology, the following 

scoring scheme was developed: 

extremely positive attitude toward work or school: 

positive attitude toward work or schools +3 

indifferent, undecided, or mixed attitude 
toward work or school: +2 

somewhat negative attitude toward work or .school: +1 

extremely negative attitude toward work or school: +0 

An example of an extremely positive attitude is the following 

a subject stated that he loved work, had enjoyed earning 

money since early adolescence and was proud that he could 

assist in paying for his education. An extremely negative 

attitude would be one in which there was a statement of hate 
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or extreme dislike for work. A similar scoring was used 

for "Plans for the Future" except that scores were based on 

the definiteness of the plans: 

specific and/or well-thought out plans: 

fairly well defined plans: +3 

indefinite plans, or indecision: +2 

ill-defined plans, or poorly formulated 
plans: +1 

no plans whatsoever: 0 

Since the instructions for the structured autobiographical 

section were that the subjects should not write on any area 

that they had covered in the unstructured autobiography, 

the unstructured section was scored for achievement using 

the same scoring method as that employed with the structured 

section. A subject received only one score for the 

unstructured autobiographical section and one for each of 

the headings in the structured autobiographical section. 

If the subject had previously written on a topic in the 

unstructured section, he did not receive a score if a 

similar theme appeared in the structured section. All of 

the scores were summed for each subject. This total score 

constituted that subject's Achievement Related Activity score. 

A similar procedure was used for Affiliation. The 

headings of the structured autobiography chosen for "Affilia

tion Related Activity" concerned relationships with people. 

The topic headings were: "My Relationship with my Mother," 
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"My Relationship with my Father," and "My Relationship 

with the Opposite Sex." An extremely good relationship was 

given a score of +3, a fairly good relationship was given 

a score of +2, a somewhat poor relationship was given a 

score of +1, and an extremely poor relationship was given a 

score of 0. The remainder of the procedure was .identical 

to that for Achievement. The scores for each of the sepa

rate relationships with people were summed to obtain the 

Affiliation Related Activity Score for each subject. 

Unfortunately, there were not enough power themes 

in the autobiographical materials to justify scoring them. 

For this reason, no Power Related Activity scores are 

presented in the Results section. 

In order to insure high reliability of scoring for 

Achievement- and Affiliation Related Activities, the author 

and a psychology graduate student practiced on fifty proto

cols which were not used in the final sample. Practice 

continued until there was at least eighty percent agreement 

between the two raters. For the TAT materials, the author 

practiced scoring the practice materials which appear in 

Atkinson (1958) for the prescribed number of hours and then 

practiced scoring materials scored by two students who had 

become expert in the scoring of n Achievement. Coefficient 

of Concordance (w) among the three raters = .89. Chi square 

51.66, 19 d. f., p<.001. (See Siegel, 1956, pp. 231 and 236) 



CHAPTER V 

I 
STATISTICAL ANALYSES EMPLOYED 

Analysis of Variance 

A one way analysis of variance was computed for the 

four cultural groups (Anglo-American Protestant, Anglo-

American Catholic, Mexican-American, and Mexican college 

students) on the following variables: TAT n Achievement, 

TAT n Affiliation, TAT n Power, autobiographical measures 

of Achievement Related Activity, the Rosen Scale of Values 

and autobiographical measures of Affiliation Related 

Activity. 

Scheffe's Test for Multiple Comparisons 

/ 

The analysis of variance design demonstrates sig

nificant differences among a group of means, but it cannot 

indicate the extent to which each of the means contributes 

to that significance. Scheffe's test for multiple compari 

sons was used for this purpose. The usual formula for the 

Scheffe test (Edwards, 1950, pp. 15^-56) could not be 

employed in the present investigation due to the unequal 

number of scores which occurred for each comparison. As a 

result, a separate formula was derived for each comparison 

The revised Scheffe formula is as follows: 
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Ai= jo*!) (Tx) + (-W^) (T#>] 

|7l2) (nx) + (-W2) (n2)] 

F= A± 
Mi F» = (k-l)F 

WS "where F1 is k-1 times the tabled 
value of F for k-1 and k(n-l) d.f. 
(Edwards, 1950, p. 157)." F« is 
the standard by which F is evaluated. 

In each case, the total raw score based on the greatest 

number of cases (n^) is given a weight of l(w^). W2= ni/n2* 

Ai=Sum of squares for the comparison of interest. 

T-j^Total raw score for Group 1. 

Tg=Total raw score for Group 2. 

MSwg=Within group mean square. 

Product Moment Correlation Coefficients 

(Pearson r) Among Various Measures 

of Achievement 

Each variable was correlated with every other 

variable in order to determine the independence of the 

various variables. The formula used was as follows: 

r = £ xy 

J £X2 £Y2 

"where £xy= £ (X-X) (Y-Y)» $ x2= £(X-X)2, *y2= £(Y-Y)2, 

and the summation is over the n paired X and Y values 

(Edwards, 1950, p. 77)." 
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By using the t test of the hypothesis of zero 

correlation, it was possible to determine the values of r 

that would be statistically significant, "If the null 

hypothesis that the population correlation is zero is true, 

then 

r > n-2 

* 
l-r« 

has a t-distribution with n-2 d.f. and can be evaluated by 

means of the table of t (Edwards, 1950, p. 78)." 



CHAPTER VI 

RESULTS 

TAT n Achievement 

The one way analysis of variance comparing TAT n 

Achievement means for the four cultural groups yielded a 

significant difference (F=12.10, 3 and l^J-5 d.f., P<#05). 

In decreasing order of magnitude* the means for the four 

groups were: Mexicans (6.395)» Anglo-American Protestants 

(5.867), Anglo-American Catholics (4.8^^), and Mexican-

Americans (2.*j41). See Table I in Appendix II for summary 

tables. 

When corrected Scheffe' tests were computed to deter

mine which cultural groups were responsible for the signi

ficant differences among means of the groups, it was found 

that Anglo-American Protestants had significantly higher 

scores than Anglo-American Catholics (]*=10,^7^5» 3 and 300 

d.f., P <.005), Mexicans had significantly higher scores 

than Anglo-American Catholics (F'=19.1760, 3 and 272 d.f., 

P < .005), Anglo-American Protestants had significantly 

higher scores than Mexican-Americans (F*=7^»7312, 3 and 308 

d.f., P<.005), Anglo-American Catholics had significantly 

higher scores than Mexican-Americans (F,=l6.7301, 3 and 

73 
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260 d.f., P<.005), and Mexicans had significantly higher 

scores than Mexican-Americans (F*=92.2407, 3 and 280 d.f., 

P<.005). The difference between the scores of Anglo-

American Protestants and Mexicans was not significant 

(F»=1.8813, 3 andT d.f., P>.10). (See Table II in 

Appendix II for more complete treatment of the results). 

As predicted, Anglo-Americans scored higher on n Achievement 

than Mexican-Americans, but it was unexpected that Mexicans 

would score higher on n Achievement than both Mexican-

Americans and Anglo-American Catholics. For purposes of 

comparing n Achievement as expressed on the TAT with auto

biographical measures of achievement, Table IV, which 

presents the means for these two measures of achievement, 

was constructed. Speculations regarding these unexpected 

findings appear in the Discussion section. 

Achievement Related Activity - Autobiography 

Achievement Related Activity scores, based on auto

biographical materials, support the TAT findings. The one 

way analysis of variance comparing Achievement Related 

Activity scores among the four cultural groups yielded a 

significant difference (F=6.67, 3 and 136 d.f., P<.005). 

In decreasing order of magnitude, the means for the four 

cultural groups were: Mexican-Americans (8.735), Mexicans 

(6.771), Anglo-American Catholics (6.613)* and Anglo-American 

Protestants (6.125). See Table I in Appendix II for summary 

tables. 
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TABLE IV 

COMPARISONS AMONG FOUR CULTURAL GROUPS FOR TAT AND 
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL MEASURES OF ACHIEVEMENT 

Group 
Means 
(TAT n 
achieve
ment ) 

* / 
Scheffe 
Test 

Means 
(Autobio
graphical 

achievement) 

P 
Scheffe 
Test 

Anglo-
Protestant 

vs 
Anglo-
Catholic 

5.867 

k. 8l*b 

<.005 
6.125 

6.613 

>.25 

Anglo-
Protestant 

vs 
Mexican 

5.867 

6.395 
>.10 

6.125 

6.771 
> .25 

Mexican 
vs 

Anglo-
Catholic 

6.395 

1*, 81*1* 

<.005 
6.771 

6.613 

>.25 

Anglo-
Protestant 

vs 
Mexican-
American 

5.867 

z.bki 

<.005 
6.125 

8.735 

< .005 

Anglo-
Catholic 

vs 
Mexican-
American 

l*,8kk 
<.005 

6.613 

8.735 

<.005 

Mexican 
vs 

Mexican-
American 

6.395 

2.1*1*1 

<.005 
6.771 

8.735 

<.005 
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The revised Scheffd' test was used to determine 

significant differences among the four cultural groups. 

Inspection of Table IX (Appendix II) indicates that the 

difference between Anglo-American Catholics and Mexicans 

was not significant (F,=.l775» 3 and 256 d.f., P>.25). 

This finding was unexpected since the Mexicans had sig

nificantly higher scores than the Anglo-American Catholics 

on TAT measures of n Achievement. There was also a non

significant difference between Anglo-American Protestants 

and Catholics (F*=1.7910, 3 and 276 d.f., P>.10) and 

between Anglo-American Protestants and Mexicans (F'=2.7^98, 

3 and 292 d.f., P>.05)» A finding which opposed the 

results for TAT n Achievement was that Mexican-Americans 

had significantly higher socres than Anglo-American Protes

tants (F,=5^.005^, 3 and 288 d.f., P<.005)> Anglo-American 

Catholics (F*=31.^9l6, 3 and 252 d.f., P<.005)> or Mexicans 

(F»=27.^509, 3 and 268 d.f., P< .005). 

The Rosen Scale of Values 

The Rosen Scale of Values is often regarded as an 

indicator of whether or not basic motives such as achieve

ment will lead to activities satisfying those motives. An 

analysis of variance of the means of the four cultural 

groups on the Rosen Scale was significant (F=^.80, 3 and 

1^-3 d.f., P< .005)- In decreasing order of magnitude, the 
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means for the four cultural groups were: Anglo-American 

Protestants (6.578)* Anglo-American Catholics (6.323), 

Mexican-Americans (6.1^7) and. Mexicans (5.811). 

The revised Scheffe' test revealed differences among 

the groups that were similar to those found with TAT and 

autobiographical, measures of achievement. For example, 

Anglo-American Protestants had significantly higher scores 

than did Anglo-American Catholics (F,=4-.0698, 3 and 300 

d.f., P <.025)• In addition, Anglo-American Protestants 

scored significantly higher on the Rosen Scale than did 

the Mexicans (F*=2,l6l,2210, 3 and 320 d.f., P <.005) and 

the Anglo-American Catholics scored higher on the Rosen 

Scale than the Mexicans (F,=15.3072, 3 and 26^ d.f., 

P< .005)* As predicted, Anglo-American Protestants and 

Anglo-American Catholics were both higher than Mexican-

Americans (F*=12.^689, 3 and 308 d.f., P< .005) and (F* = 

12.63099, 3 and 252 d.f., P<.005), respectively. 

A summary of the differences among the four cultural 

groups on n Achievement and related variables is found in 

Table^V. Based on the significant differences listed in 

Table V, the Anglo-Protestant group was significantly 

greater than the other cultural groups more frequently than 

any other group, the Mexican-Americans were next, the Anglo-

Catholics next, and the Mexicans last. Although it is 

unlikely that the three separate measures of achievement 
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TABLE V 

A SUMMARY OF THE SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES AMONG 
FOUR CULTURAL GROUPS ON n ACHIEVEMENT 

AND RELATED VARIABLES 

Measures 
Anglo-
Protestants 
Grater Than 

Groups 
Anglo-
Ca th.oli.cs 
Greater 
Than 

Mexican-
Americans 
Greater 
Than 

Mexicans 
Greater 
Than 

TAT 

Anglo-
Catholics 
and 
Mexican-
Americans 

Mexican-
Americans 

Mexican-
Americans 
and 
Anglo-
Catholics 

Auto
biography 

Anglo-
Catholics , 
Anglo-
Protestants 
and 
Mexicans 

Rosen 
Scale 

Anglo-
Catholics, 
Mexicans 
and 
Mexican-
Americans 

Mexicans 
and 
Mexican-
Americans 

Mexicans 
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measure the motive equally, the composite of significant 

differences appearing in Table V supports the first 

hypothesis stated in the Hypotheses section, with the 

exception of the Anglo-Catholic group. Thus, at least for 

the Anglo groups, religion is likely an important factor 

in the formation of basic motives. This issue is treated 

in greater detail in the Discussion section. 

Product Moment Correlation Coefficients Among 

Various Measures of Achievement 
r 

TAT n Achievement scores correlated positively with 

autobiographical measures of achievement in most groups. 

In the Anglo-Protestant group, the two groups of scores 

correlated .802 (t=8.33**3, 38 d.f., P<.005), in the Anglo-

Catholic group .863 (t=9.1992, 29 d.f., P<.005)> and in 

the Mexican group .736 (t=6.1352, 32 d.f., P< .005). In 

the Mexican-American group, however, the correlation was 

-.368 (t=2.2387, 32 d.f., P<.025). See Table VI for a 

summary of these correlations. The reasons for this reversal 

are not entirely clear, but possible explanations are 

offered in the Discussion section. 

The Rosen Scale did not correlate highly with either 

TAT measures of Achievement or with autobiographical 

measures of achievement. The highest correlation was be

tween the Rosen Scale and TAT n Achievement in the Mexican-

American group. This correlation of .15^ was nonsignificant 

(t=1.^319, 66 d.f., P >.05). 
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TABLE VI 

CORRELATIONS AMONG TAT AND AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL MEASURES 
OF ACHIEVEMENT AND AFFILIATION 

Comparisons 

Groups 
TAT vs Autobiogra
phical Measures of 

Achievement 

TAT vs Autobiogra
phical Measures of 

Affiliation 

Anglo-

Protestant 
.802 

(p <.005) 
.596 

(P < .005) 

Anglo-

Cat hoi i c 
.863 

(P < .005) 
.555 

(P <.005) 

Mexican-

American 
- . 368  

(P < .025) 
.728 

(p <.005) 

Mexican .736 
(P <.005) 

.517 
(P <.005) 
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Support of the first hypothesis which ranks Anglos 

first, Mexican-Americans second, and Mexicans last on 

measures of achievement depends on the particular measure 

used. Anglo-Protestants and Mexicans were non-significantly 

different on TAT n Achievement, but both groups had scores 

significantly higher than the other two groups. The 

Mexican-Americans were clearly the lowest group on TAT n 

Achievement. Thus, the results of the TAT measures support 

the hypothesis except for the extremely high n Achievement 

scores among the Mexicans. The predicted order for achieve

ment using autobiographical measures is verified except 

that Mexican-Americans have higher achievement scores than 

any other group. This contrast with TAT measures of achieve

ment is unexpected in view of the previously reported high 

correlation between TAT and autobiographical measures of 

achievement. The results of the Rosen Scale support the 

hypothesis in its entirety. These findings and discrepan

cies from predicted results are treated in the Discussion 

section. 

TAT n Affiliation 

A one way analysis comparing TAT n Affiliation means 

for the four cultural groups was statistically significant 

(F=33*26, 3 and 1^3 d.f., P < .005). In decreasing order of 

magnitude, the means for the four groups were: Mexicans 

(15.162), Anglo-Catholics (11.871), Anglo-Protestants 
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(9*622) and Mexican-Americans (5»79**). See Table 1 in 

Appendix II for summary tables. The order of means on TAT 

n Affiliation and autobiographical measures of Affiliation 

is presented in Table Via. The significance of the differ

ences among the four groups for each of these measures is 

presented in Table VII. 

Inspection of Table Via indicates that the order of 

magnitude for the means for the four groups is similar for 

the TAT and autobiographical measures of Affiliation. The 

Mexican group is higher than all other groups and the 

Mexican-American group is lower than all other groups on 

both measures of Affiliation. Moreover, Table VII indi

cates that the differences between these two groups on both 

TAT and autobiographical measures of Affiliation was signi

ficant. Table Via also indicates that the Mexican group 

was significantly higher than the Anglo-Catholic and Anglo-

Protestant groups on both measures. Similarly, the Mexican-

American group was significantly lower than the Anglo-

Protestant group on both measures. While the Mexican-Ameri

can group is significantly lower than the Anglo-Catholic 

group on the TAT n Affiliation measure, there is no sig

nificant difference between these groups on the autobiogra

phical measure. 

There was a reversal of order of group means for the 

TAT and autobiographical measures of Affiliation for the 

Anglo- Protestant Anglo-Catholic comparison. In the case 
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TABLE Via 

RANK ORDER OF MEAN SCORES ON MOTIVES OF ACHIEVEMENT, 
AFFILATION AND RELATED VARIABLES FOR THE FOUR 

CULTURAL GROUPS 

Achievement and Related Variables 

Achievement 
(TAT) 

Achievement 
(Autobiography) 

Rosen 
Scale 

Rank 

Order 

Mexicans 

6.395 

Mexican-
Americans 
8.735 

Anglo-
Protestants 

6.578 

Of 

Group 

Anglo-
Protestants 

5.867 

Mexicans 

6.771 

Anglo-
Catholics 

6.323 

Means Anglo-
Catholics 
^.8M* 

Anglo-
Catholics 

6.613 

Mexican-
Americans 

6.1*17 

Mexican-
Americans 

2.Vfl 

Anglo-
Protestants 

6.125 

Mexicans 

5.811 

Affiliation and Related Variables 

Affiliation 
(TAT) 

Affiliation 
(Autobiography) 

Rank Mexicans 
15.162 

Mexicans 
6.7 "Zk 

Order 

Of 
Anglo-

Catholics 
II.871 

Anglo-
Protestants 

6.233 
Group 

Means 
Anglo-

Protestants 
9.622 

Anglo-
Catholics 

5.353 

Mexican- Mexican-
Americans Americans 

5.79^ 5.323 
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TABLE VII 

COMPARISONS AMONG FOUR CULTURAL GROUPS FOR TAT 
AND AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL MEASURES OF n AFFILIATION 

Group 

Means 
(TAT n 
affilia
tion) 

P 
Scheff e' 
Test 

Means 
(Autobiogra
phy n affi
liation) 

P 
Scheff e? 
Test 

Anglo-
Protestant 

vs 
Anglo-
Catholic 

9.622 

11.871 

<.005 
6.233 

5.323 

<.05 

Anglo-
Protestant 

vs 
Mexican 

9.622 

15.162 
<.005 

6.233' 

6.72^ 
<.005 

Mexican 
vs 

Anglo-
Catholic 

15.162 

11.871 

<.005 
6.7 

5.323 

<.005 

Anglo-
Protestant 

vs 
Mexican-
American 

9.622 

5.7 9^ 

<.005 
6.233 

5.353 

< .01 

Anglo-
Catholic 

vs 
Mexican-
American 

11.871 

5.7 91* 

<.005 
5.323 

5.353 

> .25 

Mexican 
vs 

Mexican-
American 

15.162 

5.79^ 

<.005 
6.72** 

5.353 

<.01 
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of the TAT, the Anglo-Catholics attained significantly 

higher Affiliation scores than the Anglo-Protestants. For 

the autobiographical measure, the Anglo-Protestants attained 

significantly higher Affiliation scores than the Anglo-

Catholics . 

Affilation Related Activity-Autobiography 

A one way analysis of variance comparing means for 

the four cultural groups on autobiographical measures of 

Affiliation yielded a significant difference (F=4.81, 3 

and 133 d.f., P<.01). In decreasing order of magnitude, 

the means for the four groups were; Mexicans (6.724), 

Anglo-Protestants (6.233), Mexican-Americans (5.353)» and 

Anglo-Catholics (5.323). The majority of the results 

yielded by the autobiographical measures of Affiliation 

were discussed in the section on TAT n Affiliation. 

Based on the significant differences that appear 

in Table VXII, Mexicans had scores which were significantly 

higher than those of other groups with greater frequency 

than any other group. This finding is in support of the 

hypothesis that Mexicans would have higher n Affiliation 

scores than any other group. Contrary—to expectation, the 

Mexican-Americans appear to be the lowest group on n 

Affiliation and related variables, as all other groups 

had significantly higher scores than the Mexican-American 

group. 
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TABLE VIII 

A SUMMARY OF THE SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES AMONG FOUR 
CULTURAL GROUPS ON n AFFILIATION AND 

RELATED VARIABLES 

• f 

Groups 

Measures 

Anglo- Anglo- Mexican- Mexicans 
Protestants Catholics Americans Greater 
Greater Greater Greater Than 
Than Than Than 

Mexican- Anglo- Anglo-
Americans Protestants Protestants 

and Anglo-
TAT Mexican- Catholics 

Americans ° and 
Mexican-
Americans 

Anglo- Anglo-
Catholics Protestants 

Autobio- and Angio
graphy Mexican- Catholics 

Americans and 
Mexican-
Americans 



Product Moment Correlations between TAT n 

Affiliation and Autobiographical 

n Affiliation 

TAT n Affiliation scores correlated with autobio-

graphial measures of affiliation in the following manner: 

Anglo-Protestants .596 (t=Z*. 752**, 86 d.f., P <.005), Anglo-

Catholics .555 (t=5.9161, 29 d.f., P<.005), Mexican-

Americans .728 (t=6.007» 32 d.f., P <.005), and Mexicans 

.517 (t=3.7337» 28 d.f., P<.005). Refer to Table VI for 

a summary of these correlations. 

TAT n Power 

Contrary to prediction, there were no significant 

differences among the various cultural groups on n Power 

(F=2,0*f, 3 and Ikk d.f., P >.05). The lack of significance 

among the four groups was thought to be in part due to the 

low stimulus pull of the materials selected to measure this 

motive. This problem is treated further in the Discussion 

section. 

Achievement, Affiliation and Power 

Within the four cultural groups sampled, only two 

of the correlations among Achievement, Affiliation, and 

Power needs were significant. Table IX presents the 

product moment correlations among the motives and related 

variables for each group. The highest correlation was 
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between TAT n Affiliation and TAT n Power (-.382) for the 

Anglo-Catholic group and was significant (t=2.867» 28 d.f., 

P <.005)• The correlation between autobiographical measures 

of Achievement and autobiographical measures of Affiliation 

(.31*0 was also significant for the Anglo-Catholic group 

(t=1.781, 29 d.f., P <.05). The next highest correlation 

was between TAT n Achievement and TAT n Power (.269) for 

the Anglo-Catholic group and was not significant (t»1.531^» 

30 d.f., P >.05). 

Although the motives under investigation were rela

tively independent, other important variables deserve 

mention as possible sources of influence on the magnitude 

of the motives. The mean ages among the four cultural 

groups were quite similar (Anglo-Protestants = 19.689, 

SD = 1.723; Anglo-Catholics = 19«719» SD = 1.5^6; Mexican-

Americans = 20.559» SD = 2.637; Mexicans = 20.579? SD = 

3.0^0), but the mean occupation and family size level 

were different for the four cultural groups. As indicated 

by the small correlations presented in Table IX, it is 

observed that the influence of these variables on the 

motives of interest was minimal. The highest correlation 

was between family size and autobiographical measures of 

affiliation in the Mexican group (.462, t=2.867» 28 d.f., 

P <.005). In view of the fact that family size is thought 

to be related to affiliation, this small, but positive 
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TABLE IX 

v PRODUCT MOMENT CORRELATIONS AMONG ACHIEVEMENT, 
AFFILIATION, POWER AND RELATED VARIABLES 

FOR THE FOUR CULTURAL GROUPS 

? 
Groups 

Comparisons Anglo- Anglo- Mexican- Mexicans 
Protestants Catholics Americans 

TAT n 
Achievement 

vs .09^ .260 .1^8 -.201 
TAT n 
Affiliation 

Autobiogra
phical 
Achievement 

vs -.016 .31^ .212 -.226 
Autobiogra- (PC.05) 
phical 
Affiliation 

TAT , 
Achievement 

vs 
TAT 
Power 

TAT 
Affiliation 

vs -.036 -.382 .156 .005 
TAT (P < .025) 
Power 

.19^ .269 .060 -.135 
(P >.05) 



correlation is not surprising. The remainder of the 

correlations are nonsignificant. 

As an added precaution, a one-way analysis of 

variance design was utilized for purposes of determining 

the influence of occupational level (Turner, 196*0 on 

motives of Achievement, Affiliation, and Power. The 

differences were nonsignificant for every comparison. 

The motives and accompanying significance levels are as 

follows: TAT n Achievement (F=l.65, 8 and 131 d.f., 

P > .10)°, autobiographical n Achievement (F=0.69, 8 and 

12/4- d.f., P>.25), Rosen Scale (F=1.91, 8 and 129 d.f., 

P >.10) autobiographical n Affiliation (F=1.02, 8 and 121, 

d.f., P>.250), and Power (F=1.50, 8 and 130 d.f., P>.10). 

Thus, it can be concluded that age, family size, 

and occupational classifications were non-contributory 

to the results of the present investigation. 
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TABLE X 

CORRELATIONS AMONG OCCUPATION, FAMILY SIZE, AGE, 
AND THE VARIOUS MOTIVES UNDER INVESTIGATION 

Groups 

Anglo- Anglo- Mexican-
Variables Protestant Catholic American Mexican 

TAT n 
Achievement .186 .015 *139 .202 
vs Occupa
tion 

TAT n — 
Achievement 
vs Family ,020 -.252 .258 . 164 
Size 

TAT n 
Achievement -.114 -.187 -.226 -.282 
vs Age 

Autobiogra
phical 
Achievement -.059 -.030 .139 .124 
vs 
Occupation 

Autobiogra
phical 
Achievement -.103 -.177 -.356 .320 
vs Family* 
Size 

Autobiogra- — 
phical 
Achievement .031 -.096 .341 -.204 
IS-Age 

TAT n 
Affiliation 
vs -.110 .022 .060 .107 
Occupation 



TABLE X—continued 

Groups 

Variables 
Anglo-

Protestant 
Anglo-

Catholic 
Mexican-
American Mexican 

TAT n Affil-
ication vs 
Family Size 

.028 .014 -.006 -.002 

TAT n 
Affiliation 
vs ige 

.052 -.352 -.301 -.110 

Autobiogra
phical 
Affiliation 
vs 
Occupation 

-.076 .071 .244 .168 

Autobiogra-
phi cal 
Affiliation 
vs 
Family Size 

-.073 .262 .012 .462 

Autobiogra
phical 
Affiliation 
vs Age 

-.173 -.239 -.232 -.444 

TAT n 
Power vs 
Occupation 

.187 .071 -.100 -.007 

TAT n 
Power vs 
Family Size 

.253 -.312 .026 .087 

TAT n 
Power vs 
Age 

.065 -.186 .063 -.053 



CHAPTER VII 

DISCUSSION 

The results of the present study have provided 

empirical data regarding the influence of religion, 

nationality and acculturation on the formation and trans

formation of basic human motives. Some of the findings 

add support to the hypotheses and results of previous 

investigations while other results point to revisions 

that need to be made in extant theory* In this section 

of the results, each motive will first be treated 

separately. An attempt will then be made to integrate all 

of the results in a summary interpretation. 

Before any definite conclusions or generalizations 

are offered regarding the results of the present findings, 

prefatory comments regarding the measurement devices seem 

in order. First of all, use of the TAT for cross-cultural 

studies has been advocated for over two and one-half 

decades (Murray, 1938; Henry, 19^9). It has been demon

strated empirically that n Achievement as measured by 

the TAT is related to specific childrearing practices 

(Winterbottom, 1958; Child, e_t al. 1958; Rosen and 

S*Andrade, 1959)» to religious affiliation (McClelland, 

1961; Knapp and Goodrich, 1952; and Rosen, 1959)» and to 
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attitudes toward time and the future (Green and Knapp, 

1959? Knapp, I960; Cortes, 1960} and Ricks and Epley, 

I960). Persons with high n Achievement are described as 

fast learners, energetic and fast workers, non-conformists, 

and wanting to do good work (Atkinson, 195^). The autobi

ography has also received emphasis within the past.several 

decades, especially through the efforts of Gordon Allport 

(19^2), but it has failed to maintain popularity as a 

source of objective measurement. Since the scoring system 

for the autobiographical materials was logically rather 

than empirically determined, conclusions based upon these 

data may be less valid than those based on the TAT. How

ever, in view of the high positive correlations between TAT 

and autobiographical measures of achievement in three of 

the four cultural groups (.736 to .863), the validity of 

both the TAT and autobiographical measures of achievement 

are reinforced. 

Another relevant issue regarding the two measures of 

achievement concerns the aspects of achievement that are 

assessed by the various measures employed in the present 

investigation. Rosen maintained that the achievement syn

drome consists of two basic ingredients, n Achievement and 

activistic, future-oriented values (Bronson, 1966). 

According to McClelland, e£ al. (1953) and Winterbottom 

(1958), motives are learned at an early age. McClelland 



believed that motives are learned up to age ten. Values, 

however, are thought to be more superficial and change-

able. Barry and Wolf (1965) indicated that values may be 

learned at home but that they are also learned at school 

and may change as a function of time and environmental 

influences. This distinction between motives and values 

is also indicated by Bronson (1966), On the basis of these 

findings, TAT n achievement may be a better predictor of 

achievement related behaviors than values, in view of the 

more superficial and transitory nature of the latter. 

This assumption received empirical verification in Rosen1s 

(1956) finding that TAT n Achievement scores, but not 

values, are related to high school grades (Bronson, 1966). 

In view of these findings, predictions of success in college 

and after graduation will probably have greater validity if 

based on the TAT rather than on the autobiographical and 

Rosen Scale results. 

Achievement 

TAT n Achievement --

Certain predictions should be possible on the basis 

of the findings for TAT n Achievement. As hypothesized, 

Anglo-American Protestants scored significantly higher than 

Mexican-Americans. It was not formally hypothesized that 

Anglo-Protestants would score higher on n Achievement than 
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Anglo-Catholics?, but the finding concurs with previous 

results (McClelland, 1961)• 

Max Weber (1930) stressed the importance of the 

Protestant Reformation in laying the fpundaiion for modern 

industrial capitalism, and Luther*s insistence on literary 

mastery may have placed greater stress on early mastery of 

reading skills in children. Winterbottom (1953) found that 

Protestant mothers stress earlier self-reliance than 

Catholic mothers. In addition, McClelland (1961) reported 

that Protestant countries are more economically advanced 

than Catholic ones. 

The present finding that the Anglo-Protestants were 

significantly higher on n Achievement than the Anglo-

Catholics is in agreement with the reports of Weber (1930), 

Winterbottom (1953)» and McClelland (1961). Other investi

gators report contradictory results. McClelland (1961) 

pointed out that predominantly Catholic Belgium showed as 

rapid an industrialization as any of the Protestant countries. 

Even before the Reformation, Catholic Venice reached a peak 

of capitalistic enterprise seldom attained thereafter. In 

a carefully drawn sample of Detroit Catholics, Miller and 

Swanson (1958) indicated the existence of two basic types of 

Catholics. It was inferred that the lower class Catholics 

were less influenced by the American achievement ethic 

while middle-class Catholics assimilated to the point of 
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being indistinguishable from other groups. The results of 

the present study, however, suggest that middle-class 

Catholics may not-possess the achieving characteristics of 

\ I 
the American ethic but may have much in common with the 

lower-class, traditionalistic Catholics described by Miller 

and Swanson. 

Although cross-cultural comparisons of basic motives 

are interesting in their own right, reported differences ' 

gain relevance when related to activities which lead to the 

fulfillment of such motives. On an a priori basis, subjects 

who score high on TAT measures of achievement and also 

indicate past, present and future achievements (autobio

graphical measures) would seem more likely to make actual 

achievements &han those who score high on only one of the 

measures of achievement, providing TAT and autobiographical 

measures are interrelated. The present investigation 

revealed positive correlations between these two measures 

among all groups (.736 to J863) except the Mexican-American, 

for whom a small negative correlation (-.368) was found. 

An unexpected finding regarding achievement motiva

tion was that Mexicans scored higher on TAT n Achievement 

than any other group* It should be noted, however* that 

all groups chosen for the present investigation were special 

groups and generalizations of the results to the broad 

cultural groups to which the subjects belong should only 
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be made with certain qualifications. If it had been 

possible to compare each group of college students with a 

cross section of their own culture, it is likely that the 

students would have demonstrated higher n Achievement than 

the broad cultural groups to which they belong. But even 

within the student groups, there were unique factors 

operating which could not be controlled. It is likely for 

example, that a more elite group attends college in Mexico 

than in the United States. These students may be more 

motivated and more intelligent than United States students 

compared to their respective cultural reference groups. 

Knowledge of grade point averages, percentage of dropouts, 

and success after college for each group would further 

clarify the characteristics of the groups with regard to 

their aims and achievements in life. 

Despite these cautions, the finding that the Mexican 

college group scored higher on TAT n Achievement than any 

of the other groups studied is of intrinsic interest. 

Mexico is a country which is in an early state of capitalis

tic development. The social psychological climate there, 

at least for the upper middle and upper classes represented 

by the Mexican University student sample, is possibly 

similar to that which prevailed in the early stages of 

capitalism in the United States. If McClelland*s finding 

that rapid economic development is preceded by high n 
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Achievement is correct, the high n Achievement of the 

Mexican students reported in the present study may fore

shadow an even greater acceleration of Mexican socio

economic development. On the other hand, the relatively 

low achievement of the Anglo subjects may foreshadow a 

corresponding leveling or decline in United States develop

ment. 

Further examination of the sample groups from which 

the present results were obtained indicates that the Mexi

can college student may occupy a more highly prestigious 

and special status position than the Mexican-American 

college student. In the United States, the goal of many 

students is to "go to college," but the motive for this 

attendance may be that it is a socially accepted endeavor. 

"Having a good time" and meeting potential mates may be 

other important motivating factors. In Hermosillo, the 

University serves primarily as a means of preparation for 

particular occupations. Although social life exists, a 

smaller percentage of females attend the University of 

Sonora than attend the University of Arizona. 

These differences may be due in part to national 

characteristics described by Riesman (1950). Riesman 

characterized contemporary United States inhabitants as 

being "other-directed," i.e., people are motivated by what 

others in society want, think and do. According to Riesman, 
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Mexico is in a stage of development in which a tradition-

directed orientation is being superceded by an inner-

directed orientation. The Mexican University students in 

the present sample may represent a vanguard of predominately 

inner-directed Mexican citizens. 

The relatively low achievement scores of the Mexican-

American group in the present sample may be due to the 

minority status of this group. This factor, together with 

the conflict in values which accompanies acculturation may 

be highly influential in contributing to the extremely low 

n Achievement scores of this grup relative to the other 

groups sampled. 

Johnson and Sikes (1965) present findings which may 

clarify these results. These authors found that Mexican-

American psychiatric patients had non-significantly higher 

scores on TAT n Achievement than Anglos, but that themes 

of frustrated Achievement appeared four times as frequently 

in the Mexican-American group as in the Anglo-American 

group. The results of Mahone's (1966) TAT study are 

consistent with this interpretation. Mahone reported that 

if a subject had low n Achievement, he tended to over

estimate his own ability. These subjects also displayed 

unrealistic vocational aspirations when fear of failure was 

marked. Spiro's (1957) finding that Mexican-Americans 
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could become acculturated along many superficial trait 

dimensions without experiencing concomitant basic personal

ity, emotional or value orientation changes is also con

sistent with the suggested theoretical interpretation of 
j 

the, Mexican-American data of the present study. 

Autobiographical Measures — 

Contrary to prediction, Mexican-Americans attained 

higher scores than any other group. This finding was 

surprising, particularly when evaluated together with the 
<9, ' 

result which indicated that the Mexican-American group was 

significantly lower than all other groups on TAT n Achieve

ment. In view of the positive correlation between TAT n 

Achievement and autobiographical measures of achievement 

for the Anglo-Protestant, Anglo-Catholic and Mexican groups, 

the negative correlation between these two measures of 

achievement for the Mexican-American group was even more 

surprising. The correlation between the TAT and autobio

graphical measures of achievement for the Mexican-American 

group was -.386. 

One possible explanation of this unexpected corre

lation is that offered by Rosen (1956) and later Bronson 

(1966) in which TAT n Achievement is thought to derive 

from and represent the effects of early childhood experi

ence whereas autobiographical measures of achievement are 
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thought to derive from and represent the effects of values 

learned later in life. If this theory were true, autobio

graphical measures of achievement should correlate posi

tively with the Rosen Scale. However, the results indicate 

this is not the case. Some alternative explanation of 

the obtained results is required. A plausible interpre-

tation may be that the achievement aspirations stated in 

autobiographies represent more superficial compensatory 

aspirations. 

Among cultural groups in which basic achievement 

needs are encouraged and permitted expression in the environ

ment, TAT and autobiographical measures of achievement may 

be similar. Among cultural groups in which basic achieve

ment needs are thwarted, these needs may be extinguished. 

Thus, they may not appear in the TAT, but superficial verbal 

adherence to them may still remain and thus be expressed in 

autobiographical content. Zf these statements can be 

generalized to the present sample, it would seem reasonable 

that the motives of the Mexican-American group for attending 

college were learned and reinforced in some other cultural 

setting than the home. 

The Rosen Scale 

Although the Rosen Scale of Values failed to corre

late with the other two measures of achievement, the results 

are intrinsically interesting. As predicted, Anglo-American 
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Protestants scored significantly higher on the Rosen Scale 

than Mexican-Americans and Mexicans. Anglo-Protestants 

also scored higher than Anglo-Catholics. This finding is 

not surprising, however, in view of the fact that low 
* 

scores on the Rosen Scale are thought Nto reflect tradi-

tionalistic orientations. Since Mexicans had scores which 

were significantly lower than those of Anglo-Catholics, 

this result may reflect the fact that the Mexican Catho

lics are more traditionalistic than Anglo-Catholics. The 

same explanation could be offered for the low scores of 

Mexican-Americans relative to Anglo-Catholics. 

In addition to supporting major hypotheses of the 

present study, the findings of the Rosen Scale are in 

agreement with and add validity to the findings of Bronson 

(1966) that Mexican-American Protestants attain higher 

scores on the Rosen Scale than do Anglo-Catholics. The 

present findings thus duplicate for Anglo-Protestant and 

Catholic groups the same relationships reported by 

Bronson (1966) for Mexican-American Protestant and Catho

lic groups. The present data also support Rosen1s (1956) 

•findings which indicated lower scores on the Rosen Scale 

for tradition-oriented groups. 

Affiliation 

The results on the TAT affiliation measure were 

consistent with the hypotheses with the exception that the 
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results for the Mexican-American group were again unexpected. 

The Mexican group was significantly higher on n Affiliation 

than the Anglo-Catholic group; the latter group in turn 

was significantly higher on this need than the Anglo-

Protestant group. However, the hypotheses contained a 

prediction that the Mexican-American group would be lower 

than the Mexican group but higher than the Anglo-Catholic 

and Anglo-Protestant groups. The data actually indicated 

that the Mexican-American group was indeed significantly 

lower than the Mexican group but the results contradicted 

the hypotheses in that the Mexican-American group was 

significantly lower than the Anglo-Catholic and Anglo-

Protestant groups. 

In retrospect, it appears that an expectation that 

the Mexican-American group would simply carry over the 

affiliative needs of the peasant Mexican society was overly 

simplistic. The Mexican-American group is after all a 

minority group. Social statistics indicate a great amount 

of disorganization in this society. The factors of pre

judice, poverty and cultural conflict are probably strongly 

influential in disintegrating the affiliative ties within 

this society. Also, Mexican-American college students may 

be predominantly from a group which is rebelling against 

cultural patterns of their parents and of the past. 

On the autobiographical measures of affiliation the 

differences between the Mexican and Mexican-American groups 



105 

were identical to those on the TAT measure. The differen

ces between Anglo-Catholic and Anglo-Protestant groups as 

determined by the autobiographical and TAT measures of 

Affiliation were in opposite directions. The difference 

in results obtained on the two measures may possibly be 

explained by the same type of hypothesis that was formulated 

to account for the different results obtained on the TAT 

and autobiographical n Achievement measures. 

This explanation would assume that the TAT measure 

reflects a motivational system engendered in early child

hood) whereas the autobiographical measure reflects the 

results of later experiences, McClelland (1961) indicated 

that there are stronger affiliative needs among the 

Mexicans than among Anglo-Americans. This may be due to 

traditionalistic childhood and religious teachings. 

Similarly* Anglo-Catholics can be assumed to be more tra

ditionalistic than Anglo-Protestants. The low TAT n Affi

liation Score of the Mexican-American group can be explained 

by the previously described forces of cultural disinte

gration in this group. 

An identical theory can explain the differences 

obtained on the autobiographical affiliation measure with 

the exception of the data which indicates a higher affilia

tion need for the Anglo-Protestant group than for the Anglo-

Catholic group. Clearly some factor other than that 
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presented in the theory must be introduced to account for 

this last, mentioned difference. It is assumed that this 

factor may be an additional value emphasis placed on the 

affiliation need in American culture. One of the sources 

of affiliation may be the close early childhood family 

situation of a traditional society. However, affiliation 

as a value can be introduced into adult learning systems 

in highly urbanized societies. We would suggest that this 

is indeed the case in contemporary American society. The 

great emphasis on team cooperation, togetherness, and 

other-directedness in the America of the past two decades 

has been noted by many contemporary critics (Riesman, 

1950). We would thus postulate that the Anglo-Protestants, 

insofar as they represent a group which participates more 

completely in the major adult contemporary value system, 

would attain a high affiliation value score on the auto

biographical measure. 

To summarize, it is postulated that one major factor 

influences the strength of both TAT n Affiliation and TAT n 

Achievement, This factor is the degree to which the need 

is engendered in early childhood experiences. On the 

other hand, two factors determine the strength of needs on 

the autobiographical measures the childhood learning 

environment and particular adult cultural situations which 

engender values. For those needs with respect to which 
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the early childhood and adult environment in a culture have 

a similar direction, similar results on the TAT and auto

biography will be obtained. On the contrary, for those 

needs with respect to which the childhood and adult 

environmental situations are different, contrasting TAT ^ 

and autobiographical results may be obtained. 

Power 

It was surprising to the writer that none of the 

groups differed significantly along the dimension of 

power; the mean scores of all groups were extremely low. 

As mentioned in the Results section, these low scores were 

thought to be a function of the techniques used to measure 

Power. The TAT cards used to measure Power were Cards 1, 

6BM, 7BM, and 8BM. Although power themes could con

ceivably be written to all of these cards, and Cards 7BM 

and 8BM have been used by other researchers for such 

purposes, achievement or affiliation themes were the 

primary themes elicited by the cards. Another explanation 

which may have as much merit as any other is that power 

motives are minimal in the four groups sampled. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

i 

The primary purpose of the present study was that 

of comparing three cultural groups, represented by Anglo-

American, Mexican-American, and Mexican college males, on 

the following three motivational variables: n Achievement, 

n Affiliation, and n Power. The methods used included a 

TAT, a short autobiography, and the Rosen Scale of Values. 

It was hypothesized that the three cultural groups 

would rank in the following decreasing order of motive 

strengths 

1. Need Achievement 

Anglo-Americans 

Mexican-Araericans 

Mexicans 

2, Need Affiliation 

Mexicans 

Mexican-Americans 

Anglo-Americans 

3• Need Power 

Mexicans 

108 
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Mexi can-Ameri cans 

Anglo-Americans 

The Anglo-American'group was divided into Protestant 

and Catholic groups. It was hypothesized that the Catholic 

group would rank one position below the Protestant group on 

n Achievement and one position above the Protestant group on 

n Affiliation. 

TAT measures of Achievement indicated that Anglo-

Protestants and Mexicans had higher n Achievement than did 

Anglo-Catholics or Mexican-Americans. Although the high n 

Achievement scores of the Anglo-Protestant group were in 

the predicted direction, the high scores of the Mexicans 

were not. 

Contrary to prediction, Mexican-Americans were 

significantly higher than each of the other cultural groups 

on autobiographical measures of achievement. As pointed 

out in the Discussion section, however, subjects who attain 

low n Achievement scores on the TAT and who demonstrate a 

marked fear of failure may tend to exaggerate their own 

ability and may set unrealistic vocational goals. This 

finding may account for the Mexican-Americans* relatively 

low scores on TAT n Achievement as compared to their high 

scores on autobiographical measures of Achievement. 

The results of the Rosen Scale were in complete 

agreement with the hypothesis that the Anglo-American 
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Protestants would obtain the highest score, and would be 

followed in decreasing order of magnitude by Angla

is 
American Catholics, Mexican-Americans, and Mexicans. 

In view of the previous discussion regarding the more 

enduring aspect of motives when compared to values, the 

resultant low scores obtained by the Mexicans do not 

preclude the influence of their high TAT n Achievement 

scores as a predictor of imminent economic change. 

As predicted, Mexicans scored significantly higher 

than any other cultural group on Affiliation. The pre

diction was verified by both TAT and autobiographical 

measures of affiliation. The relatively low and unexpected 

n Affiliation scores of the Mexican-American group were 

attributed to the acculturation process. 

No significant differences were found among the four 

cultural groups on measures of n Power. It was speculated 

that the extremely low power scores of all groups were in 

part due to the nature of the measures used to study the 

motive. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

First, would you please fill out the following forms. 
(Hand out Face Sheets). 

V 
The present study has two parts. The first part "... 
is a test of imagination, one form of intelligence. 
I am going to show you some pictures, one at a time; 
and your task will be to make up as dramatic a story 
as you can for each. Tell what has led up to the event 
shown in the picture, describe what is happening at 
the moment, what the characters are feeling and thinking; 
and then give the outcome. Write your thoughts as they 
come to your mind." (Thematic Apperception Test Manual, 
p. 3)* (The word "write" was substituted for the word 
"speak", which appeared in the original quotation.) 
You will be given five minutes to write about each 
picture. Are there any questions? (Administer test). 

The next part consists of a short autobiography and a 
few questions. (Hand out materials for the unstructured 
autobiography.) You will be given 15 minutes to com
plete this section. (At the end of the 15 minute period, 
hand out the materials for the structured autobiography 
and questionnaire items.) You will be given 15 minutes 
to finish this final section. 
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1NSTRU CC10NES 

1. Primero, favor de completar ^stas formas. 

2. Hay dos partes en esta investigacion. La primera es 

un examen de la imaginacio*n, una forma de inteligencia, 

Voy a mostrarles algunos retratos, uno por uno y su 

tarea estara"" en hacer un cuento tan dramatica como sea 

posible para cada uno. Digan que ha precedido el 

evento mostrado en el retrato, que estan sintiendo y 

pensando los caracteres; y luego, el resultado. 

Escriban los pensaraientos como entran en la mente de 

ustedes. Tienen cinco minutos para escribir en cada 

retrato. 

3. La siguiente parte consiste en una autobiografoa corta 

y algunas preguntas. Tienen quince minutos para 

terminar esta segunda seccion. 
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INFOBMACION 

Nombre 

Edad 

Religion 

i Estan viviendo los dos (ambos) de sus padres? Que si 
Que no 

Si no, favor de explicar, 

Favor de poner en lista toda la gente que viven en su casa 

presentemente. Favor de indicar si sean hermanos, hermanas, 

abuelos, primas, etc. 

<J Cuantos cuartos hay en su casa? 

i Que'' es la ocupacion de su padre? 

ITrabaja el presentemente? Que si . Que no 

({Que" es la religio'n de su padre? 

dQue' es la ocupacio'n de su madre? 

Si ella trabaja,& qu£" hace ella? 

J Que"' es la religion de su madre? 

A Trabaja usted presentemente? Que s£ Que no 

Si su respuesta era Mque s£,M 6 en que'' trabaja, y cuanto 

dinero gana usted? 



AUTOBIO GrRAFIA 

En el papel dado* por favor escriban una breve 

historia sobre su vida, Pueden escriblr sobre cualquier 

aspecto de su vlda que ustedes deseen. Se les dara' 15 

minutos. 
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Escriban ahora por favor sobre cualquiera de los 

temas senalados abajo y que ustedes no hayan Incluldo ya 

en su primera autobiograf£a, no escriban sobre un tema que 

ya hayan escrito anteriormente. 

1. Mi infancia. 

2. Las relaciones con mi padre. 

3. Las relaciones con mi madre* 

k. Mis puntos de vista poljfticos. 

5. Mis planes para el futuro* 

6. Mi comportamiento con las muchachas. 

7. Mis actitudes hacia la educacion. 



8. Mis actitudes hacia el trabajo. 

9» La influencia de la religion en mi vida. 
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Por favor pongan una oarca senalando si estan de 

acuerdo o no con cada una de las frases. 

1. Todo lo que un hombre deblera desear de la vlda por v£a 

de una carrera es una ocupacicm segura, no muy dif£cil, 

con suficiente salario para comprar un carro fino y 

eventualmente una casa proprio. 

Estar de acuerdo 
No estar de acuerdo 

2. Cuando un hombre nace, el buen exito que va a tener ya 

estef escrlto en las barajas, y por eso, el debera' acceptarlo 

y no combat!rlo. 

Estar de acuerdo 
No estar de acuerdo 

3. El secreto de la felicidad ess no esperar demasiado 

de la vida y de estar contento con lo que venga. 

Estar de acuerdo 
No estar de acuerdo 

k. Nada hay que valga la pena de alejarse de los padres 

de uno. 

Estar de acuerdo 
No estar de acuerdo 

5. La mejor clase de trabajo es esa en el que uno es parte 

de una organizacion, todos trabajando juntos aun cuando uno 

no reciblera cre'dito individual. 

Estar de acuerdo 
No estar de acuerdo 

6. El hacer planes solamente crea infelicidad en una persona 
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puesto que los planes raras veces ttenon buenos resultados, 

Estar de acuerdo 
No estar de acuerdo 

7. Como estef el mundo ahora, la persona sabia vive para el 

d£a y deja que el manana se culde solo. 

£star de acuerdo 
No estar de acuerdo 

sJ 
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FACE SHEET 

Name 

Age 

Religion 

Are both of your parents living? Yes No . If 

not, please explain. 

Please list all the people that live in your home. Please 

indicate their relation to you. 

How many rooms are in your home? 

What is your father1s occupation? 

Is your father working at present? Yes No 

What is your father's religion? 

What is the approximate annual income of your father? 

What is your mother's occupation? 

What is your mother's religion? 

If your mother works, what is her approximate annual 

income? 

Are you working at present? Yes ^ No . If your 

answer was "yes", what do you do and approximately 

how much money do you make? 
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Please make a mark indicating if you agree or disagree with 
each of the following items. 

1. All a man should want out of life in the way of a career 
is a securej not too difficult job, with enough pay 
to afford a nice car and eventually a home of his own. 

Agree 
Disagree 

2. When a man is born, the success he is going to have 
is already in the cards, so he might just as well 
accept it and not fight against it. 

Agree 
Disagree 

3. The secret of happiness is not expecting too much out of 
life and being content with what comes your way. 

Agree 
Disagree 

Nothing is worth the sacrifice of moving away from 
one's parents. 

Agr e e 
Disagree 

5. The best kind of job to have is one where you are part 
of an organization all working together even if you 
don't get individual credit. 

Agree 
Disagree 

6. Planning only makes a person unhappy since your plans 
hardly ever work out anyway. 

Agr e e 
Disagree 

7<» Nowadays with world conditions the way they are, the 
wise person lives for today and lets tomorrow take care 
of itself. 

Agree 
Disagree 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

On the paper provided, please write a brief story of your 
life. You may write about any aspect of your life that 
you wish. You will be given 15 minutes. 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

Would you now please write about any of the areas listed 
below which you did not discuss in your first autobiography, 
but do not write about any area which you have previously 
discussed. 

1. My childhood. 

2. My relationship with my father. 

3. My relationship with my mother. 

My political views. 

5. My plans for the future. 

6. How I get along with the opposite sex. 
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7. My attitudes toward school, 

8. My attitudes toward work. 

9. The influence of religion on my life, 
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TABLE XI 

SUMMARY TABLES FOR ANALYSES OF VARIANCE 

ACHIEVEMENT 
Degrees of Sum of Mean Sum of 

Source Freedom Squares Squares 

Between Treatments 3/ 331.12 110.37 

tflthin Treatments 1*1-5 1,322.88 9.12 

Total 148 1,654.00 

F=12.10, p <.05. 

ACHIEVEMENT RELATED ACTIVITY 

Between Treatments 3 139.37 46. 46 

Within Treatments 136 946.52 6. 96 

Total 139 1,085.89 

F=6.67, p <.005 

ROSEN SCALE 

Between Treatments 3 12.43 4.15 

Within Treatments 143 123.69 .87 

Total 146 136.14 

F=4.80, p <.005 
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TABLE XI—continued 

AFFILIATION 
Degrees of Sum of Mean Sum of 

Source Freedom Squares Squares 

Between Treatments 3 16^8.^7 5^9«^9 

Within Treatments 1*4-3 2362.65 16.52 

Total 1**6 if-011.12 

F=33•26, p <.005 

AFFILIATION RELATED ACTIVITIES 

Between Treatments 3 lfc. 98 

Within Treatments 133 klh.Ol 3. 11 

Total 136 ^58.95 

F=^.8l, p <.005 

POWER 

Between Treatments 3 36.66 12,22 

Within Treatments 1^^ 862,77 5*99 

Total 11*7 899.^3 

F = 2 .  Otyf p > . 1 0  
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TABLE XII 

RESULTS OF THE REVISED SCHEFFE' TEST 

TAT n ACHIEVEMENT 

Comparisons T1 T2 
Degrees 
of A2 
Freedom 

Mean 
Squarewg F* P 

Anglo-Protes-
tants Greater 
than Anglo-
Ca tholics 

2 6k 146 3 and 
300 

31.85 9.12 10.47 <. 005 

Anglo-Protes-
tants vs 
Mexicans 

2 6k 243 3 and 
32k 

5.72 9.12 1.88 >. 10 

Anglo-Catholics 
Less than 
Mexicans 

146 243 3 and 
272 

58.32 9.12 19.18 <. 005 

Anglo-Protes-
tants Greater 
than Mexican-
Americans 

26k 83 3 and 
308 

227.26 9.12 7k.73 <. 005 

Anglo-Catholics 
Greater than 
Mexican-
Americans 

lk6 83 3 and 
260 

5.58 9.12 16.73 <. 005 

Mexicans 
Greater than 
Mexican-
Americans 

2k3 83 3 and 
280 

92.2k 9.12 92.24 <. 005 

ACHIEVEMENT RELATED ACTIVITY 

Anglo-Protes-
tants vs 
Anglo-
Catholics 

2k5 205 3 and 
276 

k.16 6.96 1.79 >. 25 

Anglo-Protes-
tants less 
than Mexicans 

2h5 237 3 and 
292 

6.37 6.96 2.75 >. 25 



TABLE XII continued 

Degrees Mean 
Comparisons T, T? of A Square F* P 

Freedom ^ 

Anglo-Catho
lics vs 237 205 3 and .06 6.96 .18 >.25 
Mexicans 256 

Anglo-Protes-
tants less 21*5 297 3 and 125.2*1- 6.96 5^.01 <.005 
than Mexican- 288 
Americans 

Anglo-Catho-
lics less than 205 297 3 and 73.03 6.96 31.^9 <.005 
Mexican- 252 
Americans 

Mexicans 
less than 237 297 3 and 63.66 6.96 27.^5 <.005 
Mexican- 268 
Americans 

THE ROSEN SCALE 

Anglo-Protes-
tants greater 296 196 3 and 1.7^ .87 ^.07 <.025 
than Anglo- 300 
Catholics 

Anglo-Protes-
tants greater 5*>1 ^33 3 and 623.15 .87 2,161.22 <.005 
than Mexicans 320 

Anglo-Catholics 
greater than 215 196 3 and ^.1+1 .87 15.31 <.005 
Mexicans 26*4-

Anglo-Protes-
tants greater 296 209 3 and 3.60 .87 12.**7 <.005 
than Mexican- 308 
Americans 
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TABLE XII—continued 

Comparisons T1 T2 

Degrees 
of 
Freedom 

A1 

Mean 
Square 

wg 
F* P 

Anglo-Catho
lics greater 
than Mexican-
Americans 

196 209 3 and 
252 

3.64 .87 12.63 <.005 

Mexican-
Americans 
greater than 
Mexicans 

215 

< 

209 3 and 
207 

2.00 

) 

.8 7 6.95 <.005 

AFFILIATION 

Anglo-Protes-
tants less 433 368 3 and 91.07 16.52 16.54 <.005 
than Anglo- 300 
Catholics 

Anglo-Protes
tants less 433 561 3 and 1135.54 16.52 206.19 <.005 
than Mexicans 320 

Anglo-Catho
lics less than 368 561 3 and 182.77 16.52 33.19 <.005 
Mexicans 264 

Anglo-Protes
tants greater 433 197 3 and 283.78 16.52 51.53 <.005 
than Mexican- 308 
Americans 

Anglo-Catho-
lics greater 368 197 3 and 598.67 16.52 108.71 <.005 
than Mexican- 252 
Americans 

Mexicans 
greater than 561 197 3 and 1555.06 16.52 108.71 <.005 
Mexican- 276 
Americans 
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TABLE XII-<—continued 

AFFILIATION RELATED ACTIVITY 

Comparisons T1 T2 

Degrees 
of 
Freedom 

A1 

Mean 
Squarewg F* P 

Anglo-Protes-
tants greater 
than Anglo-
Catholics 

2k9 165 3 and 
288 

3.95 3.H 3. 90 <. 05 

Anglo-Protes- 2^9 
tants less than 
Mexicans 

205 3 and 
280 

28.31 3.11 27. 28 <. 005 

Anglo-Catho
lics less 
than Mexicans 

165 205 3 and 
232 

^5.71 3.11 05 005 

Anglo-Protes-
tants greater 
than Mexican-
Americans 

Zk9 182 3 and 
300 

3.6** 3.11 3. 51 <. 01 

Anglo-Catho
lics vs 
Mexican-
Americans 

165 182 3 and 
252 

.01 3.11 • 01 > .  25 

Mexicans 
greater than 
Mexican-
Americans 

205 182 3 and 
Zkk 

^5.82 3.11 16 <. 01 
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