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A O S  T R A C T  

This is a landscape study of the Spanish-American village of Chimayo, 

New Mexico where the vestige of a fascinating pre-modern folk landscape 

persists into the present. The landscape in Chimayo has undergone 

significant restructuring in the present century—from colonial agricultural 

landscape to modern suburban townscape—yet an image of the traditional 

rural landscape remains. 

The complex modern economic and social forces (e.g., automobiles, 

telecommunications, tourism) which, early in this century, supplanted 

Chimayo's colonial subsistence agricultural economy has also restructured 

its landscape. This project has revealed that artifacts, spaces, and place 

images can persist in a changing rural' landscape. Moreover, in the 

evolution of the vernacular landscape of Chimayo, New Mexico, the pre-

modern folk landscape has been partially conserved, both physically and 

in myth, and persists as an integral part of the contemporary landscape. 



.rforHtR 

Figure 1 
El Santuario De Nuestro Senor De Esquipulas 

(WPA Federal Art Project. 1940) 
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C H A P T E R  O N E  

Introduction 

John B. Jackson, an astute observer and critic of the common 

landscape of America, has aroused scholarly interest in vernacular 

landscapes (1959/1968, 1980, 1984; Zube and Zube 1977). Jackson taught 

that the traditional landscape was a worthy research topic, and hinted at 

how the subject should be approached in a disciplined way. 

I am not sure that landscape studies inevitably call for the 
research techniques used in other disciplines. The emphasis on the 
use of primary sources in landscape studies would in theory at least 
mean that the primary source was the landscape itself, and research 
would entail the development of a disciplined way of looking at 
the physical world (Jackson, 1984, p. xi). 

Much of the American landscape, according to Stilgoe (1982), was 

created from tradition and artifice rather than the innovative ideas of 

literate professionals trained in landscape planning. Most early Americans 

lived on the land as farmers, and for two hundred years the American 

landscape was mostly rural, and it was shaped for agriculture. 

The American Society of Landscape Architects defined rural landscape 

as a complex blending of ecological, economic and cultural attributes on 

which all life forms depend (Nazari, 1989). Stilgoe explained that rural 

landscapes represent a delicate balance between human and natural forces, 

it is where human-made artifacts are fused with the natural environment 

rather than forced upon it. Nazari insisted that the fragile balance of 

rural landscapes is threatened. In the post modern world, the traditional 

uses of rural landscapes have diminished or ceased altogether. 



10 

Background 

In the upland valleys of north-central New Mexico the vestige of a 

pre-modern folk landscape has persisted into the present century. The 

archaic rural landscape of this region once embodied a way of life bound 

to agriculture and artifice. Stilgoe (1982) suggested that Chimayo, 

characteristic of this landscape, was little changed from the Spanish-

colonial plantation it once was. 

This study reveals that significant landscape change has occurred 

in Chimayo during the present century and, in the later half, change has 

occurred at an alarming rate. A folk townscape with its own image, 

spaces, and artifacts is evolving in Chimayo, replacing the archaic Spanish-

colonial landscape. 

Stilgoe suggests that landscape and townscape are related, but each 

has a different form. Townscape is wholly covered with human-dominated 

and human-formed space, while landscape.exhibits a balance between human 

landscape and natural landscape. It is important that the complexity of 

Chimayo's evolution from landscape to townscape is recognized and studied 

within a cultural, social, and historical context (Zube and Zube, 1977). 

Published Source Materials 

A rich field of historic and contemporary material has contributed to 

the preparation of this thesis (e.g., maps, photographs, letters, newspapers, 

magazines, journals, and books). Yet, only those sources with direct 

application are cited and included in the reference section. Bibliographies 

related to this work include Weigle's (1975) far-reaching catalog of regional 
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literature on New Mexico and Heib's (n.d.) unpublished bibliography, 

currently being compiled at the University of Arizona Special Collections 

Library, which lists works centering on borderland landscapes and related 

subjects. 

Human Ecological Planning 

This study begins with the premise of Berger's (1987) model of a 

humanistic view in which people use, perceive and shape a landscape. 

Other models of human ecological planning have advanced this research as 

well, notably McHarg (1981), on the interaction of people and landscape; 

and Rose, et al (1978/79), who proposed an ethnographic approach to 

learning the "personality" of a place. In the humanistic view, landscape 

becomes a complex web of interrelationships between culture, society, 

nature, history, and economics (Moore, 1987). 

Berger's model facilitates landscape interpretation in the "revelatory 

stage of the planning process." Berger asked important questions: "Why 

is the place the way it is? Where is it going?" Similarly of Chimayo: why 

is the landscape the way it is? Where is it going? What else might be 

revealed in landscape interpretation? Berger suggests that a synthesis of 

the traditional data of landuse planning (e.g., physical, biological, legal and 

economic) with the humanistic view of how people use, perceive and shape 

a landscape will reveal answers to these probing questions. 

Berger's notions of "ordinary landscape," "humanistic view," and 

"sense of place," inherent to human ecological planning, are dominant 

themes in this project. Ordinary landscape is the commonplace surface of 
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the earth—the vernacular landscape; humanistic view is the concern for 

people; and the sense of place is also the image of place. 

Relph (1976) and Norberg-Schulz (1979) further the concept of sense 

of place. Meinig (1979), Stilgoe (1982), and Jackson (1984) reinforce the 

meaning of ordinary landscape. And Meinig (1971), Tuan (1974), Jackson 

(1980), and Melnick, et al (1984) advance the humanistic view of landscape. 

Vernacular Landscape 

Chimayo evolved as a vernacular landscape and lacks the grand 

urban scheme and higher forms of civic art usually associated with planned 

towns. Stilgoe (1982) and Jackson (1959-60) characterize the vernacular 

landscape as a common place reflecting the tastes, aspirations, and 

achievements of its original settlers; and the activities of successive 

generations of inhabitants who make and remake the landscape with locally 

available resources. In that respect Chimayo is still culturally dynamic, 

and the community persists as a living society retaining the socio-cultural-

natural characteristics of its Spanish and Indian heritage (Jackson, 1959-

60). Descendants of the cultural group responsible for creating the folk-

landscape of Chimayo still inhabit the village and continue as a viable force 

shaping the contemporary landscape (Melnick, et al, 1984). The long-

established rural tradition of "making do" with the materials at hand 

continues to shape Chimayo's landscape. 

Stilgoe's characterization of "landschaft," the traditional environment 

of subsistence farming communities, could very well describe the pre-

modern folk landscape of Chimayo: 
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A landschaft was not a town exactly...but a collection of dwellings 
and other structures crowded together within a circle of pasture, 
meadow, and planting fields and surrounded by unimproved forest 
or marsh....The essence of a landschaft in ancient and medieval 
thought is the intimate relation of fields and clustered structures.... 
Traditionally, then, landschaft implied an agricultural community and 
a smallness of scale unknown in towns (1982, p. 12). 

Continuing this metaphor, Stilgoe's description of townscape symbolizes the 

evolving contemporary landscape of Chimayo. In the rural landscape 

fields and structures share equal importance, but in the town no 
such equality exists. Indeed the fields are forgotten, and buildings 
and streets dominate the land (ibid). 

Saarinen (1984) and Norberg-Schulz (1979) characterize townscape as 

the space, scale and quality of the external arrangement of public places 

and buildings. Many dominating buildings, streets, and public spaces of 

townscape contrast with the intimate relation of fields and clustered 

structures in the rural landscape. 

Image of Place 

Lynch (1973) suggested that the mental image of place is in part a 

"product of perception". It is not necessary that a place have an 

organized pattern, for a place image can also be perceived of unorganized 

areas. 

In the process of way-finding, the strategic link is the environmental 
image, the generalized mental picture of the exterior physical world 
that is held by an individual (ibid, p. 4). 

Lynch developed an abstract ordering system that was useful in this 

study for revealing landscape image. His system separates landscape into 

elements: paths, landmarks, edges, nodes, and districts whic. when 

combined, reveal the hidden image of place. For example, landscape 
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patterns are not always obvious, but existing visual clues help to reveal 

them. Once revealed these patterns are thereafter easily perceived. This 

process is supported by Hall (1969), who also suggests that the human 

ability to learn by vision, through the process of penetrating visual 

camouflage, demonstrates that as we learn to see a landscape our image of 

it may actually change. 

Landscape Change 

Zube and Zube (1977) advanced the idea of changing rural landscapes 

in a compilation of well-chosen short articles, originally published in the 

journal Landscape, "a guiding force in the study of the human landscape 

for a quarter of a century." Riley reinforced the thesis of rural 

landscape change and noted, 

The villages and small towns of America are not dwindling and 
disappearing because their values are no longer meaningful, but 
because they no longer work economically, no longer provide the 
level of services and amenities that most of us demand. No dramatic 
violence is being done to rural America. It is withering away 
because it has little function in modern life (1977, pp. 109-10). 

Complex cultural, social, and economic forces influence rural 

landscape change, and are the premises of this thesis. The problem faced 

in landscape interpretation is to reveal the forces and patterns of change. 

Borhegyi (1954) postulated, in a pioneer survey of human geography 

in the Chimayo area, that human landscapes evolve with successive 

generations. His study depicted landscape evolution from prehistoric times 

to the middle of the twentieth century. Artifacts of human culture were 

accumulated on the landscape, layer upon layer, during that time. 
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Borhegyi hypothesized that this process of landscape change was constant, 

and that human artifacts persisted upon the landscape for as long as they 

were useful. In time, a new landscape will entirely replace the former one. 

Lynch (1972) supported this belief of evolutionary change, and advanced 

the idea that, with the exception of revolutions and disasters, there are no 

great plateaus of landscape change. Change is evolutionary. Archaic 

landscapes either persist through conversion to new uses by successive 

generations of occupants or are abandoned and replaced by entirely new 

land uses. 

Borhegyi postulated of Chimayo 

What the future will bring is hard to predict....a new settlement 
pattern will soon evolve....it can be expected that the little villages 
with their old plazas will probably remain for a while as tourist 
attractions, even though they have already lost their original 
function (1954, p. 29). 

Objectives 

The objectives of this study were to document changes in the 

physical landscape of Chimayo; to explore residents' perceptions of the past 

and present landscape of Chimayo; and to consider the future of the 

Chimayo landscape. Within this context, an overall goal for this thesis 

could be stated in terms of developing understanding of the historical 

forces that have contributed to the evolution of the cultural landscape of 

Chimayo. Finally, as Sauer (1925) suggested that old cultural landscapes 

can be revitalized, I hope to communicate through this thesis that the 

Spanish-colonial landscape of Chimayo should be preserved. 



1G 

Organization of Report 

This study analyzes and interprets the changing landscape of 

Chimayo, New Mexico: its emergence as a fledgling Spanish colony through 

its evolution as an American place. This chapter introduced Chimayo and 

the thesis of changing rural landscapes and concepts related thereto. 

Chapter two describes the research methodology used in this study. The 

following three chapters present the research findings; chapter three 

describes the creation of a pre-modern Spanish folk landscape in Chimayo, 

the fourth chapter develops the concept of changing rural landscapes by 

describing landscape evolution in Chimayo from 1911 to the present, and 

chapter five describes the contemporary landscape of Chimayo as I found 

it. The final chapter presents a short summary and offers confirmation of 

the hypothesis that artifacts, spaces and place images may persist in a 

changing rural landscape. A concluding argument is presented which 

supports the preservation of Chimayo's heritage landscape to enhance, and 

to even advance the legacy of its Spanish-colonial culture. 
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C H A P T E R  T W O  

Landscape Interpretation and Analysis 

This study reveals that artifacts, spaces, and place images * can 

persist in a changing rural landscape. The landscape of Chimayo embodies 

several historical periods reflecting the influences of Spain, Mexico, and 

The United States of America. The continuum of landscape change in 

Chimayo has been marked by each nation, reflecting the imprint of social, 

technological, and economic innovation of each successive culture (Melnick, 

et el, 1984). 

Multiple Media Approach 

I have employed a multi-source approach to information in this 

study. Review of literature and other data suggest that the image of a 

Spanish farming village persisted in Chimayo long after agriculture ceased 

to be a viable locai economy. Multiple sources of information facilitated 

this interpretation. "For example, literature, painting, and photography 

each are capable of emphasizing, with varying degrees of success, different 

characteristics of places" (Zube and Kennedy, 1988, p. 3). The image of a 

place can be enhanced when characteristics of a place from multiple 

sources, including residents' perceptions, are assembled into a single 

composite description. The multiple sources process was adopted in this 

study for landscape analysis and interpretation (e.g., literature, maps, 

interviews, photographs, and personal observation). 
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Printed Materials 

A fresh approach to environmental image research, introduced by 

Zube and Kennedy (1988), examines the theme of place image through an 

analysis of printed materials (also see Zube 1982). Utilizing historical 

journals, advertisements and other public documents they concluded that 

images of place 

...are the result of a dynamic transactional process between humans 
and places, and can bs influenced by the perception of places 
portrayed through different media as well as through the experience 
of places (Zube and Kennedy 1988, p. 3). 

Printed materials, in this study, have contributed to a multi-dimensional 

image of Chimayo, encompassing "human perceptions, behaviors and the 

landscape itself." 

Direct Observation 

Norberg-Schultz (1979) investigated the sense of place, or genius 

loci, through direct experience. An environmental image can be derived 

directly experiencing a geographic setting. 

When man dwells, he is simultaneously located in space and exposed 
to a certain environmental character....To gain an existential foothold 
man has to be able to orientate himself; he has to know where he is. 
But he also has to identify himself with the environment, that is, he 
has to know how he is [in] a certain place (1979, pg. 19). 

Application of the direct experience approach was best exemplified 

by Lynch (1973) whose research in the image of the city structured the 

human environment into an abstract ordering system of paths, nodes, 

districts, landmarks, and edges. 
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Interviews 

Lynch (1973) suggested it was useful, in landscape analysis, to 

cross-reference direct observations with the observations of people who 

are familiar with the place. Findings from the personal interviews that I 

conducted in Chimayo supported my own observations, but also revealed 

some hidden aspects of the landscape. Shneidman (1981) explains, 

The observation of behavior is essential but not sufficient; it is 
necessary to discover how culture carriers define different common 
situations, and what are their cherished expectations and 
satisfactions, and what mythology controls their thoughts and 
feelings (p. 361). 

Ethnography, the study of human culture, provided an approach in 

this study for understanding landscape change. Ethnography seeks to 

learn from people through fieldwork, to be taught by them rather than 

simply collecting data about them (Spradley, 1979). Field research in the 

social sciences makes it possible to "observe, absorb, and interpret" 

features of the human landscape that are culturally important. 

According to Swanson and Cohen (1976), as people and their 

activities become centered around different points in a community, 

recognizable spatial patterns are created in the landscape. Spradley 

suggests that these intricate landscape patterns become meaning systems 

that are encoded into a culture. Swanson and Cohen add that people use 

these as guideposts and orienting features which turn a maze of artifacts, 

spaces and places into meaningful components of community. 

Lang (1987) suggested that, in places of habitual exposure, each 

person possesses a personal image of place. He also indicated that there 

are public images which are shared by groups of people. These public 
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images are rooted in cultural meaning systems and are integrated into the 

larger pattern of culture (Spradley, 1979). 

Place images are sorted and stored as mental images, or cognitive 

maps. Described by Saarinen (1987), mental maps consist of objective 

realities and subjective elements. A cognitive map is the mental 

representation of how a person experiences a place (Steinfeld, et al, 1977). 

These mental images often lie in a realm of the unconscious. Although 

familiar and often used, place images are shaped by perceptions and people 

are not usually aware or seldom find the need to express them (Spradley, 

1979). 

Photography and Maps 

Visual analysis of landscape change in twentieth century Chimayo was 

facilitated through the use of photography and maps. The period of 

photographic analysis in this study was expanded to eighty one years by 

using stereo pairs of aerial photographs dating from the years 1935, 1961 

and 1986; a 1911 black and white eye level still photograph; and a 

contemporary photograph which I took in 1992 from the same location as 

the 1911 photograph. Cross reference with numberous maps, such as 

quadrangles and hydrologic surveys, enhanced the analysis and 

interpretation of the photographs. 

Stereoscopic views of aerial photographs accentuate topography, 

making hills and arroyos clearly distinguishable from a bird's-eye view. 

Photography facilitated the comparison of particular areas of the landscape 

over a length of time spanning most of the twentieth century and revealed 



subtle changes in natural land forms, land use patterns, vegetative cover, 

and the expansion and demise of fields, structures and other human 

artifacts. 

An initial examination of the 1961 aerial photographs revealed that 

houses were clustered along ridges and hills and surrounded by fields. 

The pattern suggested that structural development had occurred on the 

rougher and drier topography to conserve the flatter land for agriculture. 

Further analysis revealed that the structures and roads were located above 

the irrigation ditches (acequias), and the fields below them. Comparison 

of the 1961 photographs with ones dating from 1935 and 1986 confirmed my 

theory that, as new land use patterns were beginning to emerge and 

agricultural land was being pre-empted by nonfarm residential development, 

this pattern of landscape development with structures on hills with fields 

below would not be continued. Field examination substantiated my findings, 

and suggested a working hypothesis for this study: Remnants of the 

archaic Spanish landscape that persisted in Chimayo into the middle of the 

twentieth century are now threatened by the evolution of a new landscape 
l 

pattern that potentially will obliterate the former. 

Historic maps proved useful for cross-analysis with the photographs 

and aided in interpretation of landscape change in Chimayo. Comparison 

of quadrangles dating from 1935, 1967, and 1984 graphically depicted the 

evolution of Chimayo's landscape. I assembled a five sheet composite map, 

the Chimayo valley portion, of the 1963 Upper Rio Grande Hydrographic 

Survey which provided a valuable cross-reference to aerial photography 

by separating the landscape into components of irrigated and unirrigated 
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land (e.g., fields, building sites, roads, arroyos, etc.). Locations of some 

of the historic placitas (on dry hills) were clearly visible. 

Interviews 

The personal interviews which I conducted in Chimayo provided 

valuable data for this study. The oral history of Chimayo helped me to 

better understand the written material, and also clarified details in 

photography and maps; and most significantly, the interviews opened a line 

of discussion within the community which revealed the image and sense of 

place that is perceived locally. 

Interview Methodology 

Using data from a 1984 United States Department of the Interior 

Geological Quadrangle showing a universe of approximately six hundred 

houses in Chimayo, I targeted five percent of the population to interview. 

The sample population was selected by my wife, who marked every 

twentieth house on the map. During the month of June 1993 I conducted 

open-ended interviews with thirty-three people. I hired Marcos Garcia, a 

McCurdy High School student and resident of Chimayo, to assist me with 

the interviews. Marcos spoke both English and Spanish fluently and was 

well-known and highly respected within his community. He became a 

valuable human resource in this project. 

The interviews were distributed evenly throughout the community, 

but field adjustments were made in the original sample population. Some 
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residences were unoccupied, in others the occupants were away, and some 

occupants elected to not participate. After repeated attempts at 

unoccupied residences I selected alternatives. My tendency to select older 

respondents, with greater historical perspective, may bias the data. 

The interviews utilized a variation of projective testing methodology 

developed by Murry (1943). Murry's Thematic Apperception Test (TAT) 

used photographs as a screen upon which respondents projected their 

perceptions. Saarinen (1966) used a variation of TAT to measure how Great 

Plains farmers reacted to natural disaster. Francaviglia (1978) used 

projective testing to reveal the landscape symbols of the Mormon 

landscape. 

I designed a version of the photographic projection test for this 

project using the four photographs (Figures 2-5). Any of them alone 

would have generated sufficient data for this study, and there simply was 

not enough time in a single interview to adequately examine each 

photograph. The photographs generated data about locally perceived 

images of Chimayo, but caused confusion to a few informants who inferred 

that I was asking them to identify the location where the photograph was 

taken or to identify the person in the photograph. For the best survey 

results, as Saarinen suggested, a single carefully chosen photograph may 

have been preferred to using multiple photographs. 

Serendipitously, for this study, weaving merchant and local historian, 

David Ortega made a list of the historic barrios in Chimayo and helped me 

sketch a map illustrating their general locations. The barrios on Mr. 

Ortega's list included Rio Chiquito, La Centinela, El Rancho, El Rincon De 
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Figure 2 
El Santuario De Nuestro Senor De Esquipulas 

(Driapsa. 1992) 



Figure 3 
Man Walking 

(deBuys and Harris. 1990) 
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Figure 4 
Descansos 

(Driapsa. 1092) 



Figure 5 
Chimayo Road 

(Driapsa. 1992) 



Los Trujillo, La Cuchilla, Plaza Del Cerro De San Buenaventura, El Potrero, 

Los Vigils, Plaza Abajo, El Llano De Los Trujillos, and the area surrounding 

the Santa Rita Chapel. The map became a valuable screen upon which the 

respondents projected their perceptions of Chimayo. Using the map, 

respondents named and located barrios, landmarks, and other points of 

interest, and gave personal anecdotes about them. 

The old Spanish and Mexican era barrios, lugars and ranchos are, for 

all practical purposes, no longer commonly in use as a geographical 

reference system in Chimayo, particularly among the younger generation. 

Each respondent identified her or his own neighborhood, and some 

of them identified areas where members of their extended families lived. 

It helped me to define and reconstruct boundaries when they insisted 

where barrios and ranchos certainly were not located. 

Mr. Ortega showed an official circular to me that Jose Ramon Ortega 

y Vigil, his great grandfather and Chimayo Justice of the Peace, routed to 

the Chimayo barrios in 1878. The common fields of the village were 

generally unfenced and livestock was controlled by herdsmen (Wislizenus, 

19G9). Mr. Vigil politely appealed to the population, through the circular, 

that livestock should be restrained until after the growing season. The 

Vigil circular was the earliest reference I found to the Chimayo barrios, 

and listed Puebla, Dolores, Cuchilla, Potrero, Serro, and Nuelva. 

I found other written sources which listed Chimayo's barrios, but no 

two lists were the same (James, 1934; Borhegyi, 1954; Usner, 1991). 

Twentieth century residential development in Chimayo has made it difficult 

to recognize the historic centers of settlement. Using the Ortega sketch 



in the interviews, I asked respondents to mark the barrios. Using these 

interview data, I created a Lynch-type (1973) map of Chimayo (Figure. 

I do not presume this map to be an exact representation of the 

historic landscape of Chimayo, but further research of this type could 

conceivably more precisely expose the historic barrios. 
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C H A P T E R  T H R E E :  

T H E  S P A N I S H  L A N D S C A P E  

The Pre-Modern Landscape 

This chapter introduces the pre-modern folk landscape of Chimayo 

created in the Spanish-colonial period. Regional novelists Horgan (1956), 

Cather (1967) and Waters (1969) portrayed the human landscape of Spanish-

colonial Rio Arriba as delicately balanced with the natural environment. 

The human landscape, created from the natural environment, was similar in 

materials, colors, and contours. The physical geography shaped the human 

landscape. 

Chimayo was a vernacular landscape, it was "authentic and not self-

conscious," it lacked evidence of the political organization of space 

(Jackson, 1984) and of time (Lynch, 1972). 

Characterized by Relph, the vernacular landscape is an environment 

identified 

by a lack of theoretical or aesthetic pretension, a working with site 
and climate, a respect for other people and their buildings, and 
hence for the complete environment both man-made and natural, and 
its functions in terms of well-proven forms that admit only limited 
variations. The end result is places which fit their context and are 
in accord with the intentions of those who created them, yet have 
a distinct and profound identity that results from the total 
involvement of place-makers with a particular setting (1976, p. 68). 

Physiography 

New Mexico is one of the so-called desert states of the southwestern 

United States. It is an enchanting landscape contrasting parched alkaline 



deserts, semi-arid grassy mesas and lush forested mountains. The state 

is very mountainous and divided by the Rio Grande. The River is an 

anomaly in this high desert landscape, its water is the life-blood of the 

region, and its valley the cradle of New Mexican civilization. 

North central New Mexico is the symbolic heart of the Spanish-

American homeland (Meinig, 1971). The region is known as the Rio Arriba, 

the province upriver from Santa Fe. 

The Rio Arriba represents America's oldest cultural region where 
spatial behavior is manifested in the landscape in the form of 
settlement and land-use patterns that have contributed to the 
creation of a persistent and distinctive folk culture (Carlson, 1990, 
p. 203). 

Spanish colonization of the North American continent gained its first 

tenacious foothold on the Rio Grande in the uplands of north central New 

Mexico. The rugged Rocky Mountains extend from Colorado into New Mexico 

as two separate ranges—the San Juan Mountains on the west and the 

Sangre de Cristo Mountains on the east—forming an elongated horseshoe-

shaped basin opening to the south (Figure 6). The vast upland drainage 

basin of the Rio Grande and its tributaries dissect a semi-arid high desert 

mesa lying between the two towering mountain ranges. Elevations in the 

region range from 5,000 feet in the lower river valleys to above 13,000 feet 

on some of the highest mountain peaks. Lower valleys receive only about 

ten inches of rain annually while mountains gain as much as forty inches 

of precipitation from winter snowpack and summer thundershowers. 

Precipitation in Rio Arriba is characteristic of arid regions, there is 

variable rainfall with cycles of wet years alternating with dry ones (United 

States 1971). 
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Eco-geographical Environment 

Comment on the eco-geographical environment of northern New Mexico 

riverine microbasins is a necessary prologue to the following discussion of 

landscape. Van Dresser (1964) pointed out that the establishment of a 

Spanish colony in New Mexico was based on carefully calculated ecological 

planning. Physical geography contributed a favorable environment for 

establishing a colony within a vast desert wilderness. Perennial water in 

the Rio Grande basin was central to Spanish-colonial settlement decisions. 

The Rio Grande valley provides ideal conditions for human 

settlement. The short growing seasons in the surrounding mountains 

restrict agriculture but provide excellent summer grazing. The 

surrounding mesas are too dry for farming but provide winter grazing. 

The warm alluvial valleys of the Rio Grande watershed range in elevation 

between 5000 and 6500 feet above sea level and have a frost-free growing 

season of 160 to 170 days. The mean annual precipitation of ten to 

fourteen inches is insufficient for most crops, but irrigated agriculture 

becomes viable by diverting water from the river to fields on the 

floodplains (Figure 7). 

Physical geography predetermined the pattern of the human 

landscape in colonial Rio Arriba. Carlson (1990) reasoned that, because of 

the limiting geographic factors of the Rio Grande, agrarian planning was 

instrumental to Spain's successful colonization of Rio Arriba. Agricultural 

settlement was limited to the river valleys suitable for intense cultivation 

(Van Dresser, 1964). The Rio Grande drains an enormous region of soaring 

alpine mountains and rugged mesas, but its riverine valleys comprise only 
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about one percent of the total land area of the entire province (Simmons, 

1983). Vast areas of rugged, uninhabitable land separated compact clusters 

of farmsteads strung along narrow irrigated valleys. Van Dresser depicted 

these colonial settlements as urban microcosms. 

Chimayo Valley 

The luxuriant Santa Cruz Valley passes through an arid landscape 

of a dissected piedmont plain (Figure 8). The colorful gulches and 

crenelated ridges of weathered Mesa De La Ceja are the "badlands" of the 

Espanola Valley (Kay, 1987). Rio Santa Cruz and Rio Quemado originate as 

perennial streams in the rugged western foothills of the majestic Sangre 

de Cristo (Blood of Christ) mountains, converge at the head of the Chimayo 

valley, and continues as the Santa Cruz River fifteen miles west to 

Espanola where it joins the Rio Grande. 

Chimayo valley is a crescent-shaped extension of the eastern end of 

the Santa Cruz Valley, it is approximately two miles wide and seven miles 

long (United States, 1939). Arroyo De La Canada Ancha extends the 

Chimayo valley northeast to Rio Chiquito in the rugged foothills, and the 

canyon of El Potrero extends the valley southeast into the same hills. A 

prominent cone-shaped hill, Tsi Mayo, towering between the two extensions 

is sacred to the Tewa Indians (Harrington, 1916). El Potrero is the site of 

the famed Spanish-colonial Christian shrine, El Santuario De Nuestro Senor 

De Esquipulas, or simply Santuario De Chimayo (Borhegyi, 1956). At the 

western end of the Chimayo valley where the Santa Cruz River exits, 

promontories of Mesa De La Ceja constrict the valley into a canyon. 
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Pueblo Indian Landscape: Spirit of Place 

Borhegyi (1954) suggested that Rio Arriba has been continually 

inhabited from prehistoric times and is the oldest human landscape in the 

United States. Evidence of the ancient native American landscape in 

Chimayo has been preserved in Tewa Indian mythology (Harrington, 1916). 

Originating from the center of their village plazas, shrines extend outward 

along the cardinal directions commanding such prominent locations as 

springs, caves, hills and mountain peaks. The Spanish colonists 

encountered this metaphysical landscape and it still persists within 

contemporary Pueblo Indian culture (Ortiz, 1969). 

The large quantity of place names given to ethnologists by the Tewa 

Indians for sites in and around Chimayo attests to the significance of the 

valley in Indian culture (Harrington, 1916). For example, Tsimajopokwi, an 

ancient Pueblo Indian shrine, is located beneath the Christian shrine, 

Santuario De Chimayo, on the plaza in El Potrero. The Indian name for the 

site can be interpreted to mean "the town at the pool with healing 

properties." Tsi Mayo, the large flat-topped hill above the site, is also a 

shrine—the sacred abode of the ancestral spirits who guard the Pueblo 

world (Ortiz, 1969). The many ancient, historic, and contemporary Pueblo 

sites remind us of the continuum of the human landscape in the Chimayo 

valley and its significance as place to divergent cultures. 

Creation of a Folk Landscape in Chimayo 

Carlson (1990) suggested that the spatial patterns of settlement and 

land-use established in colonial Rio Arriba contributed to a distinctive and 
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persistent folk landscape. The following sections describe how the pre-

modern folk landscape of Chimayo evolved, in the Spanish-colonial period, 

from the natural landscape discussed above. 

The Entrada 

Upon his arrival, in the province of northern New Mexico in 1598, 

Governor Don Juan de Onate established the administrative headquarters 

of his kingdom at an Indian village near the junction of the Rio Chama and 

Rio Grande. The Tewa Indians of San Juan Pueblo extended their charity 

by helping Onate's band of colonists survive their first winter in Rio 

Arriba (Bancroft, 1889). The following year Onate moved his headquarters 

across the Rio Grande to a new municipal settlement called San Gabriel. 

In 1610 Don Pedro Peralta, the third governor of New Mexico, moved the 

colonial administrative headquarters to the newly established villa of Santa 

Fe (Jenkins, 1972). 

In the eighty-two years between 1598, when the Spaniards entered 

Rio Arriba, and the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, when they were forced out of 

the province by the Indians, a small Spanish colony of approximately three 

thousand persons developed along the Rio Grande watershed from Socorro 

in the south to Taos in the north (Gibson, 1968). A hacienda of a high-

ranking Spanish colonial officer, Captain Antonia Moraga, and the estancias 

of Captains Luis Martin and Juan Ruis were established in the Chimayo 

area during this early period of colonization (Jenkins and Baxter, 1986). 

Pratt and Snow (1988) theorized that the hacienda was not a 

principal landscape feature in colonial Rio Arriba. The hacienda, a 
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powerful landed estate "with widely scattered large properties supported 

by the labor of dependent Indians," may have been rare in Rio Arriba, and 

possibly existed in name onty which was interchangeable with estancia. It 

is conceivable that limited resources, both in land and tribute from 

Indians, prohibited this form of feudal empire from becoming widely 

established in the northern province. 

Another theory, espoused by Bancroft (1889), suggests that the 

Pueblo Revolt of 1680 prevented the hacienda from becoming firmly 

established in Rio Arriba. When tensions between the Spanish and native 

Indians exploded into warfare, the Indians banded together against the 

colony and forced the Spaniards out of the province for twelve years until 

1692 when Don Diego De Vargas reclaimed it for Spain. Gibson (1968) 

suggested that a change in the colonial government's land-use policies 

after the reconquest, which prohibited encomiendia in Rio Arriba, prevented 

the advancement of an incipient aristocracy and its exploitative institution 

of tribute. 

After the Reconquest 

After the reconquest, self-sufficient communal farming settlements 

called estensions were instituted in Rio Arriba by the colonial government. 

The estension replaced the hacienda as the dominant cultural landscape 

feature of Rio Arriba. Described by Stilgoe, the estension was a settlement 

grant that can be characterized as the 

traditional landschaft of clustered houses surrounded by common and 
privately owned fields...the only solution to almost insurmountable 
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problems of group resource allocation....The estension, or pueblo, was 
more than houses and fields: it was an institution with recognized 
judicial and administrative powers that controlled common resources 
for the good of its members (1982, pp. 3G-7). 

On March 18, 1695, with seventy families from Mexico, governor De 

Vargas founded a new land grant settlement in the Santa Cruz valley of 

Rio Arriba. The grant was officially called La Villa Nueva De Santa Cruz 

De Espanoles Mexicanos Del Rey Nuestro Senor Carlos Segundo. The land 

grant became one of the principal settlements in colonial New Mexico, next 

in importance only to Santa Fe and Albuquerque (Jenkins, 1972). 

The settlers of La Canada, as the community became known, took out 

irrigation ditches (acequias) from the Santa Cruz River to their fields, and 

pastured livestock on Mesa De La Ceja (Figure 9). Rather than living an 

urban life on the plaza, and much to the anguish of colonial officials who 

requested that the villa be compactly populated, they dispersed throughout 

the rural area to isolated farms and ranches as far as Chimayo and the Rio 

Grande (Simmons, 1969). 

The Spanish families who returned to Rio Arriba after the reconquest 

peacefully reclaimed their lands. According to Jenkins and Baxter (1986) 

some of those from Chimayo returned to their ranches without appropriate 

official sanction and shared their valley with the Indian refugees of the 

Pueblo Revolt. De Vargas removed these Indians from the area 

surrounding the Santa Cruz plaza and permitted them to take land in the 

Chimayo area that was not already claimed by the Spanish (Rubright, 1967). 
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A Hydraulic Culture 

In the Upper Rio Grande valley two of the oldest hydraulic societies 

in the United States exist side by side. Native Pueblo Indians and Spanish 

colonists each have long tradition of irrigated agriculture. Technologies 

of the two cultures fused in Rio Arriba. 

Vivian (1974) suggests that it was unlikely that Pueblo Indians of Rio 

Arriba possessed, at the time of the Spanish entrada, the social 

organization needed to govern cooperative labor for developing and 

maintaining community-wide irrigation projects. Parsons (1929), and other 

anthropologists, contend that Eastern Pueblo Indian culture already had 

developed to an early stage of hydraulic society. The Tewa Indians were 

practicing a form of irrigated agriculture and already utilized the best 

arable soils of the river floodplains. They constructed terraced fields to 

catch rain runoff, fabricated check dams to divert water from streams and 

arroyos, and farmed below the mesas where seepage from springs provided 

enough moisture for plant to grow (Simmons, 1969). 

When the Spaniards arrived in Rio Arriba, Indians taught them 

where, when, how, and what to plant. Their long experience in determining 

suitable soils for agriculture and understanding of the environment helped 

the Spanish to succeed as subsistence farmers. The Spaniard's tradition 

of irrigation, influenced by the Moors, contributed technological innovations 

such as improved ditches and diversion dams, and highly developed 

organizational abilities in water management. The folk-engineered gravity-

fed irrigation ditches in Rio Arriba represent the union of Indian and 

Spanish hydraulic traditions (Figure 10) (Brown and Ingram, 1987). 
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Figure 10 
Hydrographic Survey 

(New Mexico hydrographic survey. 1963) 
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The Colonial Long-Lot 

Scholars are uncertain when or how the "long-lot" became 

established in Rio Arriba. Having no antecedents in Spain, Mexico, or 

Arizona, Carlson (1975) believed the long-lot developed in Rio Arriba as a 

practical cultural adaptation to the unique conditions of land, climate, and 

corporate society. 

From a tradition of parity, inheritance of land resulted in 

subdividing equal portions between heirs. Each beneficiary received a 

long narrow strip of land with frontage on an acequia that extended to the 

river or arroyo and occasionally to the arid land above. This pattern of 

land division efficiently served a large number of people at one time in a 

small geographic area (Carlson, 1975). Jackson (1951) commented that this 

was an example of how social traditions create human landscapes. 

Spanish Pre-Modern Folk Landscape 

Nearly four hundred years ago, physical geography was a major 

determinant of the pattern of the human landscape that emerged when the 

Spanish colonists began converting the semi-arid high desert Chimayo 

valley into farmland. The intricate systems of gravity-fed irrigation canals 

and ditches ran along the natural contours of the land to convey water 

from mountain streams to small garden plots which often were miles away. 

Houses and farm structures were clustered on the small hills and ridges 

for two distinct reasons: For safety and protection in a hostile frontier 

environment, and to conserve the limited land base suitable for irrigated 

agriculture. From these traditions the feudal pattern of tiny ridge-top and 
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hill-side agricultural settlements developed in Rio Arriba. 

Spanish colonial agricultural communities were characterized by 

multiple-nucleated settlements ringed by networks of larger and smaller 

irrigation ditches surrounding and intersecting the whole cultivated 

landscape. The garden plots of a settlement were cooperatively joined 

together, with each field receiving an allotment of water at established 

intervals. The landscape was open, and the unfenced gardens were 

protected in season from grazing animals by roving herdsmen (Wislizenus, 

1969). 

Spanish-Colonial Rural Planning 

Urban planning in Europe, on which colonial Spanish-American town 

planning was founded, had a broad theoretical and experimental base when 

the first colonial towns were established in New Mexico (Reps, 1979). A 

century of experience in town planning was codified and published in 1681 

as part of the broader The Recopilacion de Le.ves de los Reynos de las 

Indies (the Laws of the Indies). According to Reps, all of the town 

planning sections of these laws date from 1573. 

The Laws of the Indies were specific with respect to the form 

Spanish towns in the New World should take. The high Renaissance 

concepts of clarity, regularity, order, and harmony were strongly 

encouraged. The laws required that colonial Spanish towns exhibit these 

concepts of Renaissance urbanism and architectural symbolism to minister 

"civilization and Christian order" to the "most primitive outposts of New 

Spain in the New World" (Crouch, et al, 1982). 
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The model colonial villa was organized around a central public plaza 

(plaza major) with smaller subordinate plazas (plaza minor) providing sites 

for churches and semi-private residential uses (Reps, 1979). These 

residential squares and public spaces transported from Europe became 

important features of Spanish-colonial urban planning in the New World. 

An aspect of community planning stated in Article 129 of the Laws 

of the Indies created a distinct urban/rural settlement pattern. The law 

required that public open space be designated within a settlement for the 

purposes of community recreation and the pasturage of livestock: 

Within a town...a plan for the site is to be made, dividing it into 
squares, streets, and building lots...beginning with the main square 
from which streets are to run to the gates and principal roads and 
leaving sufficient open space so...there will always be...space 
where the people may go for recreation and take their cattle to 
pasture without them doing any damage (Mundigo and Mundigo, 1991, 
pp. 24-27). 

Stilgoe identified Plaza del Cerro in Chimayo as an example of formal 

Spanish-colonial urban planning (Figure 11). The existing layout of the 

plaza, based on Spanish ordinances derived from the theories of Vitruvius 

and his Renaissance disciple, Leon Battista Alberti, still retains its original 

form and identity. It was not, however, the plaza major around which the 

colonial settlement of Chimayo grew. Neither were there carefully planned 

attendant plaza minors to accompany it. 

Apparently no agreement exists among scholars, as to when the plaza 

was actually constructed, or why. Believed to date from the eighteenth 

century, the plaza conceivably was built after 1776 when Teodoro de Croix 

became the first commandant general of the Provincias Internas of Mexico 

and "regularized" the colony. Croix set a high standard for administrative 



Figure 11 
Plaza Del Cerro 

(National Historic Building Survey. 1975) 
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efficiency as commandant general, and increased the population of New 

Mexico by founding new towns. Croix reduced some of the existing 

settlements with scattered rural populations to walled plazas, making them 

more efficient and secure (Johnson and Malone, 1958). 

On July 4, 1778, a council was held in Chihuahua which recommended 
prompt measures for the unification of the New Mexico population. 
Commandant General Teodoro de Croix then issued orders to Governor 
Juan Bautista de Anza calling upon him to "regularize" the 
settlements of his province by collecting scattered families and 
obliging them to dwell in compact units....It was in this period of 
activity that many of the fortified or walled towns on the frontier 
had their beginnings" (Simmons, 1969, p. 18). 

Anza reduced the villa of Santa Cruz (La Canada) to a regular plaza 

while he was governor of New Mexico between 1777 and 1788 (Reps, 1979). 

It is uncertain that Plaza Del Cerro was constructed during this period by 

the order of Anza, it may have been built in another period for protection 

against increasing Indian hostilities and raids (Simmons, 1969). 

Borhegyi suggested the founding of the plaza was earlier than 1776: 

When the first settlers, the Martinez, Jaramillo, Ortega and 
Mascarenas families, moved into the "Canada del Tzimayo" around 
1730 they built their homes around a rectangular plaza now known 
as the plaza del Cerro (1954, p. 29). 

A Historic American Buildings Survey report (Arroyo-Ortiz, 1975) 

states that no records are known to exist giving the exact date of 

construction of the plaza. Although sources allude to the existence of the 

plaza prior to 1776, it is conceivable that its construction coincided with 

the need to protect the settlement against warring Indians. Governor Juan 

Bautista de Anza, in 1786, initiated a thirty year period of peace with the 

nomadic Comanches, who afterwards helped defend the colony against other 

intruders. In the 1820s, when New Mexico became a colony of Mexico, 
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Indian hostilities resumed in Rio Arriba with the departure of the Spanish 

militia. After many years of peace, the 1830s saw continuous warfare with 

the Navajo (Lecompte, 1985). 

Another version that identified the development of fortified plazas 

with Governor Anaza (his term as governor was between 1777 and 1788) 

adds to confusion by dating the founding of Plaza del Cerro before the 

middle of the eighteenth century: 

[M]any small hamlets or ..villages could be found strung along the Rio 
Grande valley by the end of the eighteenth century. Some of these 
plazas, as they were called, probably resulted from Anaza's efforts 
to carry out his instructions for better defense of the province by 
gathering settlers together in fortified places....[T]he best preserved 
of these little settlements...is Plaza del Cerro at Chimayo....Earlier 
known as Plaza San Buenaventura, this settlement probably assumed 
its present form sometime prior to 1750 (Reps, 1979, p. 49). 

It is not important to this study whether Plaza Del Cerro was 

constructed in 1760 or 1870. The above discussion serves to explain that 

elements of Renaissance urban planning embodied in the plaza, were 

introduced to Chimayo long after the initial period of settlement. It is 

conceivable that the plaza served some sort of defensive purposes for the 

population of Chimayo, but it is unlikely that the plaza functioned as the 

Laws of the Indies plaza major around which a planned town was 

organized. And there were no Renaissance inspired plaza minors in 

Chimayo subordinate to Plaza Del Cerro. The point most important to this 

discussion is that Chimayo evolved as a vernacular settlement. 

The Ordinances for the Discovery. New Settlement and Pacification of 

the Indies, issued in 1573, specified that in the founding of a new 

community the choice of settlement type should be determined early. 
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Article 43 states: 

Having selected the area, province, and site where the new 
settlement is to be built, and having established the existing 
opportunities for development, the governor...should decide whether 
the site that is to be populated should become a city, town, or 
village settlement (Mundigo and Mundigo 1991, p. 10). 

The Laws of the Indies specified how the ideal new town should be 

created, but in practice the laws were not easily adhered to, as 

Stanislawski recognized: 

The codification in the reign of Philip II shows the almost complete 
dependence of the Spaniards on Roman and Greek experience [rather 
than] an outcome of rule-of-thumb practice in the New World (1947, 
p. 104). 

The Laws of the Indies played a small part in giving form to the 

landscape of Chimayo. Town planning was not foremost in the minds of 

colonial farmers trying to survive on the frontier. According to Bullock 

(1973) Chimayo was the eastern boundary of the Spanish frontier from 1598 

to 1695, and it was established to protect the edge of the colony. These 

remote outposts were primitive and lacked the conveniences of civilization. 

Struggling with survival on the frontier: did not enable the colonial farmer 

to concern himself with the "gentler arts" of town planning. Stanislawski 

even suggested that an irregular town plan in the Moorish tradition was 

more to the liking of the colonial Spaniard than was the rigid geometry 

inspired by the Laws of the Indies. 

Farmers ordered a usable landscape by traditional methods that were 

transported from Spain to the New World. Literate professionals and urban 

theorists in distant Spain, with their innovative ideas about urban 

planning, had little influence shaping the human landscape of Chimayo 



(Simmons, 1969). Many scholars (Harper, et al, 1943; Carlson 1967; Kutsche 

and Van Ness, 1981; Wilson and Kammer, 1989) regard Spanish colonial 

community planning in Rio Arriba simply as human adaptation to the 

environment. Geographic isolation made the colonists utilize the limited 

natural resources and their own ingenuity in building a colony that was 

based on subsistence. They became a people who identified themselves 

with the natural environment (Sanchez, 1967). 

In spite of apparent provincialism, Chimayo can be characterized by 

the urban/rural settlement pattern detailed in the Spanish Laws of the 

Indies. A practical theory of urban planning often obscured by the grand 

and formal city plans of the High Renaissance addressed planning of the 

small rural community. 

Early Renaissance master-urbanist Italian Leon Battista Alberti 

acknowledged fundamental differences between large and small towns, and 

suggested that the small town, or village, should exhibit an informal plan. 

Reps (1984) suggested that except for important towns, the Laws of the 

Indies did not require streets to intersect at right angles. He clarified his 

point by suggesting that Alberti considered winding streets beautiful and 

the small town should be concerned more for beauty than prominence. 

An informal town pattern profited small rural communities, not 

aspiring to become important villas, by instilling a sense of appropriateness 

of scale and a powerful spirit of place gained from a topological 

organization of space. Norberg-Schulz (1979) adds that the genius loci, or 

environmental image of place, emerges when a settlement is patterned to 

fit upon the natural landscape, as opposed to reshaping a landscape to 
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accommodate an urban plan. 

According to Simmons (1969) there were three types of colonial New 

Mexican rural settlements, the plaza, the rancho, and the lugar. The plaza 

and its diminutive, the placita, were created for mutual defense of a small 

population. Plaza del Cerro is an example of the Spanish-colonial plaza. 

A rancho, or poblacione, was the loosely-grouped rural settlement 

consisting of farms and ranches. It was a small residential enclave of 

several households (sitios), adjacent garden plots (suertes), and 

surrounding communal lands (ejido) with access rights to grazing and 

recreation through usufruct (Priestly, et al, 1968). The lugar, a third type 

of settlement, was merely a small place for farming, and often lacking 

rights to grazing lands. (Simmons, 1969). A village grant was a corporation 

of plazas, ranchos, and lugars. 

Although the Laws of the Indies did not give form to the human 

landscape in the Spanish-colonial village of Chimayo, elements of an 

urban/rural village' plan were embodied in it. The settlement pattern of 

the vernacular rural settlement consisted of multi-nucleated plazas, 

ranchos, lugars, and the open space of adjacent garden plots and 

surrounding communal lands determined by physical geography and 

tradition. 
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CHAPTER F-OUR. 

A M E R I C A N  L A N D S C A P E  

An Evolving Landscape 

This chapter describes the evolution of Chimayo from Spanish-colonial 

village to American townscape. Meinig (1971) considered the persistence 

of traditional northern New Mexican villages into the twentieth century 

surprising. Nevertheless, extensive acculturation has penetrated even the 

most isolated villages of Rio Arriba, yet participation in rural traditions, 

religion, and historic folkways continue. The persistence of artifacts, 

spaces, and place images of the Spanish-colonial landscape is equally 

surprising. 

Landscape change came gradually and almost imperceptibly to 

Chimayo during the Spanish-colonial period. Beginning with the Mexican 

Revolution, economic and landscape change came more rapidly. Spain 

strictly regulated trade in New Mexico to protect its commercial interests. 

When put under the flag of Mexico in 1821, manufactured goods entered 

New Mexico over the Santa Fe Trail (Lecompte. 1985). According to Emory, 

there was no industry in New Mexico. The only commerce was that which 

came over the Santa Fe trail. Barter was common, the majority of the 

population had never used money, and many people lived in peonage 

(Calvin, 1951). Rio Arriba was the domain of subsistence farmers and 

stockmen who fought despertly to retain their ancestral lands and 

traditions when they were forcibly annexed into the United States in 1846 

(Forrest, 1989). Mercantilism increased after 1851 when New Mexico was 
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organized as a United States Territory. And in 1881 the extension of the 

Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad to Rio Arriba initiated a "rapid 

economic revolution" (Van Ness, 1979). Mass produced goods and new 

technologies introduced with the railroad replaced centuries-old labor-

intensive folk traditions (Iowa, 1985). 

Chimayo after 1900 

Written material about Chimayo begins to appear in the first decade 

of the twentieth century in the form of travel literature and social 

comment. It is conceivable that the sudden interest in Chimayo resulted « 

from the national debates raging over New Mexico's petition for statehood. 

The New Mexico territory was perceived a romantic place, its inhabitants 

spoke Spanish and little or no English (Meinig, 1971). Chimayo was the 

largest traditional village in New Mexico and well-known for its cottage 

weaving industry. 

James (1934) reported that Chimayo was, in 1912, a town which to 

most Americans would have found unfamiliar and exotic (Figure 12). He 

traveled a difficult two and a half hours in a horse drawn buggy along the 

bed of the Santa Cruz River to the ten or eleven little settlements called 

Chimayo, stretching for miles along the upper Santa Cruz River. Upon 

reaching his destination, he described a village as, 

...snugly nestled along the foothills....a straggling place, with 
streets...in their irresponsible and altogether unsuspected twinings 
and twistings (pp. 1G7-9). 

He characterized Plaza del Cerro as a large "Mexican" plaza, divided into 



Figure 12 
Chimayo. 1911 

(Courtesy of Museum of New Mexico. Meg. No. 13768) 
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fragrant flower gardens, surrounded by well-built and attractive, 

whitewashed, single story, flat roof adobe houses (The few two story, 

gabled, metal roofed structures in Chimayo were recent stylistic 

introductions). 

The plaza was a stop on the important Chimayo-Truchas-Penasco 

trading route between Santa Fe and Taos (Arroyo-Ortiz, 1975). There was 

a post office and a dry goods store, but "modern" stores in Espanola were 

already supplying most of the mercantile products used in the Chimayo 

valley (Usner, 1991). 

Agriculture 

The rural landscape consisted of an intimate collection of dwellings 

and other structures crowded together on small hills (lomitas) and ridges 

above the valley floor, surrounded by unfenced gardens, fruit orchards, 

pastures, and meadows on floodplain terraces all within in a labyrinth of 

irrigation ditches. There was a smallness of scale, a human quality 

accentuated by the wildness of adjacent Mesa De La Ceja. 

The valley was an open landscape without an extensive covering of 

forest canopy. Native trees flourished in wet areas along acequias and 

stream courses, in wide floodplain forests (bosques) and around marshes 

(cienegas). Three hundred years of fuel wood harvesting had removed the 

trees from the plains. There was a continuity of space over the valley. 

Chimayo was prosperous, its inhabitants thrifty, and the landscape 

was "trim and neat" (Barlett, 1925). The village was an industrious work

place. Strings (ristras) of red chili hung from rafters (vigas), projecting 
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from outdoor beehive ovens (hornos) that surrounded farmhouses, timber-

walled sheds (jacals) kept livestock from wandering away, and 

miscellaneous farm implements dotted the landscape. 

Plaza Del Cerro and Plaza El Potrero were crossed by acequias and 

had gardens were planted nearby. The placitas on the hills and ridges 

were above their acequias and dry. Here there were no gardens to adorn 

the homes. Browsing livestock kept the natural vegetation clipped low, and 

the bare earth around the houses was raked and swept clean. 

Transportation 

The narrow cart paths of natural earth passing through the village were 

frequently crowded with herds of sheep and goats. Older forms of travel 

shared the roads with an emerging form of transportation—the automobile. 

Automobiles must have been a spectacle to people traveling on foot, on 

horseback and burros, and in primitive vehicles (Forrest, 1929). 

This was a time of transition in travel. 

The first automobile in New Mexico was purchased by Territorial 

Governor Miguel Otero in 1904. New Mexico state route 76 was constructed 

in the 1920s between Espanola and Chimayo over stretches of Indian and 

burro trails to move the road from the bed of the Santa Cruz River to 

accommodate automobile traffic (Brown, 1976; see James, 1939, p. 168 for an 

amusing description of travel along the Santa Cruz river). Construction 

of state roads in New Mexico had a significant influence on the cultural 

landscape, particularly on the form it gave to towns (Pratt and Snow, 1988). 
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Conservation 

Governor Prince (1915) considered Chimayo one of the most 

conservative villages in New Mexico, and remarked how burros were used 

for transporting produce. He was fascinated with the persistence of, what 

he considered, the archaic customs and traditions. 

They cling to the use of primitive agricultural practices and farm 
implements which require little or no capital investment and are well 
adapted to a subsistence economy (Harper, et al, 1943, p. 25). 

Tradition persisted in Rio Arriba long enough to merge with the 

popular 1920s Spanish Revival. Colonial arts and crafts in the mountain 

communities were renewed before they were completely lost. This renewal 

encouraged the early development of a tourist industry in Rio Arriba 

(Bunting, 1976; Forest, 1989). 

The Society for the Preservation and Restoration of New Mexico 

Mission Churches purchased Santuario De Chimayo in 1929 and deeded it 

to the Roman Catholic Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. The 

group was interested in preserving New Mexico's Spanish and Mexican 

heritage (Chauvenet, 1985). 

Emerging American Landscape 

A massive dam was built across the Santa Cruz River in 1926 above 

El Potrero to control downstream flooding and to furnish a water reservoir 

for irrigation purposes. The water reserve facilitated expansion of local 

agricultural production, and flood control encouraged the extension of 

farmland into the floodplain below the dam. Construction costs exceeded 

projections and the project became a financial failure (United States, 1939). 
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The dam was an early manifestation of an American landscape beginning to 

emerge in Rio Arriba. 

Chimayo in the 1930s 

The economic forces of the 1930s quickened landscape change in 

Chimayo. A shortage of outside jobs brought families "home" to sit out the 

economic downturn of the national depression. The press of population 

upon dwindling land resources, the new ideas brought back to the village, 

and the replacement of a self-sustaining subsistence economy with 

capitalism were all factors which set the stage for change (Forrest, 1989). 

Agriculture 

The population of Chimayo was 1,188 persons in 1935, and essentially 

100% of them were engaged in some form of agriculture (Figure 13). With 

so little recourse for survival other than farming, marginally productive 

land was opened to agriculture and good land was not allowed to rest 

(Forrest, 1989). A severe drought from 1931 to 1934 devastated local 

agriculture and impoverished the community (United States, 1939). 

Chili and fruit were their chief cash crops. The main crop was chili 

and fully one-third of the land under cultivation was given over to its 

production. Wheat was next in importance, but not enough of it was grown 

to satisfy local demand (United States, 1939). 

The planting of wheat here would appear to be a misuse of the land 
resources, but it is a traditional crop and the notion of 
concentrating on money crops was not prevalent (ibid, p. 85). 
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Figure 13 
Chimayo. 1935 

(University of New Mexico Technology Application Center) 
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Landscape Patterns 

The gravelly beds of the sixteen arroyos entering the Chimayo valley 

on the north from Mesa De La Ceja varied from twenty-five to two hundred 

yards wide (United States, 1939). Except for the few precarious crossings 

of acequias (which were frequently washed out), no structures were built 

in the dangerously flooding arroyos. All houses and fields were located 

well beyond any danger of flooding. Extensive fields crossed by irrigation 

ditches extended across the fertile plains between the arroyos. In the 

1930s the wide arroyos, extensive fields covering the plains, and clusters 

of farmsteads on steep hills and ridges portrayed a responsive integration 

of the human landscape into the natural environment. 

The Santa Cruz River, unlike the arroyos, flowed through a wide 

meandering flood plain of forests (bosques), marshes (cienegas), and grassy 

meadows (hoyas). The river cut at the base of the precipitous cliffs of 

Mesa De La Ceja on the southern edge of the valley. The dam constructed 

above El Potrero eased the river flooding problem, but the sixteen arroyos 

spilling into the river perpetuated the dangerous floods in lower Chimayo. 

The extensive plains of Chimayo (El Llano) stretched from the Santa 

Cruz River to the northern walls of the Mesa De La Ceja. A line of 

acequias clearly marked the transition on the plain from the irrigated 

human landscape to desert above. 

Business 

There were eleven stores in Chimayo in 1935. Six were blanket 

dealers, four general merchandisers, and two grocers (United States, 1939). 
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Transportation 

In 1930, 84,000 automobiles were registered in the state of New 

Mexico (Brown, 197G). There were thirty-nine cars and three gasoline 

pumps in Chimayo in 1935 (United States, 1939). State route 76 between 

Chimayo and Espanola was a winding narrow dirt road. Arroyos doubled 

as roads to the scattered placitas. 

Landscape Image 

Chimayo was an exotic travel destination in the 1930s. Travel 

literature projected a romanticized image, which depicted the perceptions 

of the writers as much as portraying the village as it must have been. 

Casey (1936) stated that Chimayo was hardly what he considered an 

American village. Ross made no reference to rural poverty and depression 

era suffering when she portrayed the quaint image of 

small neat small fields and casual orchards....A few scattered adobe 
homes, a small store...the irregular hillside plaza, [the] focus of many 
winding narrow streets....Unexpected narrow lanes lead to groups of 
houses atop the hills....huddling cozy houses, with their well-swept 
yards...hugging the steep, rocky streets, ranged haphazard about the 
old plaza (1935, p. 35). 

Chimayo in the 1940s 

On the remote Pajarito Plateau in 1943, the Manhattan Engineering 

District of United States Army Corps of Engineers began constructing the 

secret Federal city of Los Alamos in a race to develop "Project Y," the 

atomic bomb that would lead to the end of World War II (Pratt and Snow, 

1988). Pajarito Plateau, clearly visible from Chimayo, is a technological and 
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economic oasis in the midst of tradition and rural poverty (Parker, 1993). 

Men from Chimayo who found employment in Los Alamos commuted twenty 

five miles over crude roads to work in various labor and technical 

capacities. The jobs provided alternatives to farming, and ultimately, 

played a large role in changing the rural landscape of Chimayo. 

The spectacular economic growth of Los Alamos was near enough to 

Chimayo for it to become a bedroom community. The character of the rural 

landscape began to change as jobs in Los Alamos created a demand for 

nonfarm rural housing. Civilian employment in Los Alamos offered an 

alternative to farming and enticed many rural families to leave their remote 

mountain villages. Many of them adopted the traditional community of 

Chimayo for their new home. For many partime farmers in the 1940s 

agriculture became an evening, weekend, or retirement activity (Rubright, 

1967). 

Chimayo in the 1950s 

Mead (1955) explained that the Spanish-Americans of Rio Arriba 

experienced a practical adjustment to the changes of the 1950s, but did not 

necessarily accept those changes. For the Spanish-American, she 

explained, the present is always momentous. The past is not easily 

discarded because it serves to sustain culture by confirming the present 

and slowing the pace of cultural change. 

Even nativistic movements fail, because the Spanish Americans want 
things as they are. not as they were or as they should be (ibid., p. 
174). 

Mead reported that the villages of Rio Arriba presented no outward 



display to attract the chance stranger—signs and billboards were absent— 

the isolated villages belonged entirely to the people who lived, worked, and 

died in them. The natural colors, materials, and random forms of old New 

Mexican villages blended with the surrounding natural environment that 

provided many of the materials with which they were made. 

Borhegyi (1954) recognized that the pre-modern folk landscape of 

Chimayo no longer served the population, and had been replaced by the 

continuous line of residential development along State Highway 76 between 

Chimayo and Santa Cruz. Although some older people still lived in homes 

near the plaza, many of the younger generation moved away from family 

farmsteads to homes along the modern highway. It was difficult for the 

casual visitor traveling along this highway to distinguish one community 

from the. other, there were no visible public centers of activity. 

The future of Chimayo, Borhegyi (1954) stated, would be hard to 

predict. The little villages with their old plazas had outlived their original 

functions and persisted only ns tourist attractions. Usner (1991) 

suggested that it was because of the economic forces affecting the region 

that people left the old residential plazas for single family residences along 

the highways. Jobs created individual autonomy and liberated people from 

the communal style of living on the old plazas. 

Chimayo in the 1960s 

In the 1960s the character of the rural landscape in Chimayo was 

rapidly changing (Figure 14). There were no land use controls in the 

rural areas, unregulated land development was creating a new landscape, 



Figure 14 
Chimayo. 10G1 

(Courtesy of New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department) 
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but it was uncertain what form the landscape would take or even where 

change would occur. A few concentrations of new residential development 

occurred in subdivisions and mobile home parks, but most of the new 

development was an indiscriminate mixture of land uses. Larsen (1971) 

anticipated that vacant lands and small farms would be pre-empted for 

residential uses and developed areas would eventually fill in the irrigated 

agricultural landscape of the entire valley. 

The linear pattern of land development described above by Borhegyi 

was serving a growing commuter population, and by the 1960s the unpaved 

back roads were filling in. The continuity of open space experienced by 

earlier generations was fragmented into a matrix of small patches of fields 

and meadows (Forman and Godron, 1986). A continuous residential facade 

along travel routes gave the impression from the highway that more of the 

valley was developed than actually was (Larsen, 1971). Development along 

roadway margins was an indicator of the emerging townscape. 

Forces of Change 

The forces that brought change to Rio Arriba were not so much from 

physical occupation by Anglo-Americans as from the infrastructure and 

institutions they established there. These institutions improved 

transportation and created urban business centers (Rubright, 1967). 

Relevance of the American economy to Rio Arriba began to unfold in 

the 1960s. Virtually all of the Chimayo valley was within forty-five miles 

of the growing population centers of Santa Fe, Los Alamos, and Taos. 

Agricultural land was rapidly being converted to nonfarm residential and 
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commercial uses. Rubright (1967) predicted that the Spanish strip pattern 

of fields would eventually disappear and rural residences would become the 

most important feature of the future landscape. Carlson (1990) noted that 

in the 1960s the Spanish-American population residing in nonfarm rural 

housing already accounted for the predominant land use in Rio Arriba. 

The urban growth in nearby Espanola was symbolic of the American 

landscape emerging in Rio Arriba. Espanola boasted of modern drive-in 

theaters, gas stations and shopping centers sprawling along its highways. 

This sub-urbanism, Rubright predicted, would spread from Espanola to the 

surrounding rural villages. The small Spanish villages, she suggested, 

should exploit the uniqueness of their cultural landscape to stimulate 

tourist industries, such as in Chimayo where money and imagination have 

preserved the "old world" atmosphere. 

The 1960s ushered in a revival of social relief programs to Chimayo. 

Advocated by the Federal Government, community action programs 

introduced the opportunity and the resources to repair and upgrade 
irrigation systems, improve land and livestock, and revitalize village 
life. They provided roads and transportation, and eventually even 
electricity, to link the villages socially and economically to the urban 
centers and pave the way, quite literally, for the commuter society 
of today (Forrest, 1989, p. 179-80). 

In the 1960s many acres of chili fields were planted with fruit trees 

and commercial orchards became a prominent landscape feature. An apple 

processing and packing plant having cold storage serving 500 growers with 

the capacity for 100,000 bushels was built in a Chimayo arroyo by Federal 

relief money with anticipation of bountiful harvests. 

The apple industry was greatly helped by a pilot project in 1964 
sponsored by the Research, Conservation and Development Council in 



68 

cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Growers were 
taught better methods of increasing the quality and yield of fruit 
trees by proper fertilizing, pruning and spraying of fruit trees 
(Larsen, 1971, p. 29). 

Landscape Image 

Visitors traveled from all across America and the world to Chimayo 

to see its weaving, but it was not a tourist town in the 1960s, there were 

no restaurants, or lodging to accommodate them (Scott, 1964). 

Fanciful images of Chimayo were written in the 1960s. Walking from 

Plaza del Cerro along the old dirt road winding through the village to el 

Potrero, Scott daydreamed of the archaic village and the life that it once 

embodied. He thought Chimayo was as purely a Spanish town as any in 

the United States. State Highway 76 between Espanola and Chimayo was 

only recently paved with macadam and prompted his comment: 

There is no roaring through [of cars]. Yet I must confess the look 
of the town bears a confusing wound—perhaps one that in time will 
seem to close over (ibid, 1964, p. 124). 

Chimayo in the 1970s and 1980s 

Brown (1976) labeled the portion of State Highway 76 between 

Espanola and Chimayo the "road of fear." The highway is the main street 

through Chimayo and it is a monster, he said, that screams all night with 

the sound of skidding cars. The highway is scenic and deceptive, the 

right-of-way is only forty feet at the widest points, and it is hemmed in 

between hills, houses and steep gorges. Summer rain storms carry mud 

and boulders from the arroyos across the highway. Blind curves and 
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steep hills make traffic on the highway so dangerous that home owners 

along the road have constructed barricades of concrete and boulders to 

protect their property from being destroyed. 

Chimayo retained its rural beauty and preserved its image of an 

agricultural community into the 1970s, but beyond the surface it was 

something very different. The extensive fruit orchards planted in the 

1960s were killed in the 1970s by a severe freeze. The apple processing 

plant closed and what remained of Chimayo's orchards began to be 

converted into homesites. 

The economy of the fruit growing industry...is not one of bright 
prospect, but the old fruit trees surrounding new homes provide a 
colorful and attractive background (Larsen, 1971, p. 55). 

A comprehensive plan that was prepared for Espanola and the 

surrounding rural communities provides a historical portrait of the 

landscape as Chimayo entered into the 1970s. 

Random homes, mostly adobe, are dispersed through fruit orchards 
with an occasional but not concentrated commercial establishment 
such as a neighborhood grocery store, service station, bar, beauty 
parlor, artisan's shop (weaving or woodcarving).... The landscape is 
natural, most of all streets are native soil and dust, sand and gravel 
wash onto the narrow two-lane paved routes, i.e. N.M. 76 or N.M. 
Route 520 (ibid, p. 56). 

Larsen suggested that all of the agricultural land in the Chimayo 

valley should be zoned for residential uses because its farms would 

eventually be preempted by homesites. He predicted that pressure from 

land development would transform the landscape pattern of the historic 

valley. 
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Figure 15 
Chimayo. 198G 

Courtesy of New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department.)  
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Landscape Image 

Writers bolstered the image of Chimayo's rural landscape well into 

the 1980s. Wittnenauer (1987) reported how quiet she found Chimayo, the 

caw of Magpies particularly impressed her. Murphy (1987) reported that 

outsiders perceive Chimayo as an old sleepy Mexican village frozen in time. 

Even scholars perpetuated the myth of the archaic rural landscape: 

Land use patterns that emerged generations ago continue to shape . 
the land despite a century of outside intrusions, including the loss 
of common grazing lands, the shift from a barter to a cash economy, 
the Great Depression and the homogenizing pressures of the 
twentieth century American culture (Wilson and Kammer, 1989, p. 42). 

According to Kutsche and Van Ness (1981) the Spanish-American 

villages are no mere holdovers from the past. They are continually being 

restructured in accordance with the changing economies and demographics 

of Rio Arriba. The Spanish-Americans adapt their villages to present 

conditions in specific and meaningful ways. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

CHIMAYO IN 1092  

The Landscape of Today 

The 1990 United States Census reported a population of 2,772 in 

Chimayo. 2,585 persons, or 93 percent of Chimayo's population have 

Hispanic surnames. From a labor force of 1,192 people, 97 percent commute 

to jobs outside the village. 56 percent of the commuters drove alone, and 

combined with the other 35 percent who car pooled, traveling an average 

distance of 35.2 miles to work (United States 1990). Compared to the Tewa 

Basin Study report in 1935 (United States, 1939), these statistics represent 

a 233 percent population increase. The Federal government's classification 

of 100 percent of the population as urban dwellers mistakenly suggests 

that there is no commercial agriculture in Chimayo. These demographics 

suggest that, in the period between 1935 and 1990, Chimayo has been 

completely transformed from a traditional rural village to a modern bed

room community having little or no apparent viable commercial agricultural 

interests. The many fruit stands found in season along Chimayo's roads 

tell a different story about the viability of local agriculture. 

Chimayo, as I found it 

When I first visited Chimayo on the Feast of the Ascension in May 

1991. I perceived a small Spanish agricultural community, and sensed a 

strong genius loci. Spring was beginning to cast its pale green complexion 

over a lifeless landscape. Men in fields were burning brush and preparing 



73 

to plant thsir seasonal crops, or so I thought. Certainly, I believed, this 

was a pre-modern folk landscape. Quoting Boulding (1956), "I know where 

I am...I know, however, more than I see," suggests that we may incorrectly 

presume to know a place from the visual clues that we receive. Certainly, 

as I have found, visual clues of the landscape can be misleading and, as 

we learn to see, our perceptions change. 

I searched the libraries at the University of Arizona for anything 

that would reveal more about this fascinating place called Chimayo. I found 

that many others had been mystified with Chimayo's strong sense of place. 

They described what I experienced on my first visit—Spanish culture, old 

adobe homes, Spanish-colonial churches and sacred spaces, winding dirt 

roads, an agricultural landscape—a rural pre-modern folk landscape. 

Chimayo, as I see it 

I took a photograph of the Chimayo valley on the first day of 

summer in 1992 from the same location that the 1911 photograph discussed 

previously was taken (Figure 16). Comparison of these photographs 

revealed much about how the landscape in Chimayo had changed. The 

natural setting of Chimayo, although modified, has remained constant, but 

the human landscape, however recognizable it may be, has been drastically 

altered. The transition from the traditional landscape of 1911 to the 

American townscape of 1992 is staggering. 

The small hills and ridges in the 1911 photograph, which punctuated 

the valley floor of the terraced river floodplain, and the arroyos are, in 

1992, masked beneath a canopy of trees. The acequias and the rivers no 
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Figure 16 
Chimayo. 1992 

(Driapsa.  1992) 
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longer stand out against an open landscape. The continuity of an open 

valley floor has been replaced by the continuity of a forest, and only small 

patches of open landscape remain. The extensive forest canopy covering 

the Chimayo valley today is not representative of the traditional landscape, 

it is only the consequence of modern rural agricultural decline. 

Landscape Persistence 

There are many instances where the cultural landscape of Chimayo 

has persisted. For example, the acequias once watered the garden plots 

of a subsistence culture. The acequias later watered market gardens and 

much later, commercial orchards. The same acequias water fields of alfalfa, 

kitchen gardens, lawns and ornamental gardens of the contemporary 

landscape. The ditch associations that maintain the acequias are a 

tradition that has persisted for hundreds of years in Rio Arriba (Crawford, 

1988). The continuing annual flow of water through the historic acequias 

represents the conservation of a unique heritage resource. Through reuse 

and adaptation to landscape change, this vestige of the archaic Spanish-

colonial landscape endures and continues as an integral part of the 

contemporary human landscape of Chimayo. 

Another example of landscape persistence is found in an old restored 

house on Plaza del Cerro. Entry to the house is from behind the plaza on 

a narrow dirt path and over a footbridge crossing the historic Ortega 

acequia. Passing through a picket gate, one enters into a space bounded 

on two sides by a thicket of the native plum (Prunus spp), the yellow rose 

of Castile (Rosa spp), and giant cottonwood trees (Populas fremontii 
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wislizenii) that allegedly are the largest specimens remaining in the valley. 

Thick adobe walls of the old house formed the other two sides of an 

outdoor room. The floor of this tiny rectangle of carefully maintained turf 

bordered by wildflowers displayed the adeptness of a skilled gardener. 

Continuing from this space, and passing beneath a porch (locally 

called a portal) and through a doorway in thick adobe walls, we entered 

into a blending of present and past. Packed adobe earth floors yielded 

comfortably beneath each step. Carved timbers supported a heavy planked 

ceiling. There was a kiva fireplace in a corner of each room. Tall, 

narrow, shuttered windows opened onto views of ageless spring wild 

flowers on the old, decaying Plaza del Cerro. 

The contrasting element of this scene of colonial New Mexico was the 

house's modern kitchen, bathroom and electronic security system. The 

image I received from this setting expanded my perception of time over 

centuries (see Lynch, 1972). I felt that the image was symbolic of the 

Chimayo landscape where the past has been conserved and integrated into 

the present through adaptive reuse and cultural evolution. 

David Ortega emphasized that with so much Spanish culture and 

customs remaining, Chimayo has a lot of potential from which, if reinforced, 

the community could benefit both socially and economically. He once 

proposed to restore Plaza del Cerro with the assistance of the Mellon 

Foundation grant, but a few property owners on the plaza were unwilling 

to participate because they felt something would be lost. Plaza del Cerro 

is a residential area and, informants suggest, restoration would encourage 

boutiques, increase tourist traffic, and disturb people living there. 
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The Place Image of Chimayo 

Whether the resident population's image of Chimayo conforms with 

actual physical or social conditions is not as important as how that image 

relates to landscape change. The place image shared by a society 

influences landscape change. 

The built environment at every scale is a cultural cipher...it reflects 
the social organizations that created it and to which it caters. As 
perceptions of how society functions and should function change, so 
do the forms of the built world (Lang, 1987, p. 177). 

When interviewing, I asked respondents to describe Chimayo as a 

place, and 1 questioned them with respect to their perception of the 

changing landscape. It was not quantitative data that I sought, it was the 

image of Chimayo held by the resident population. I found that their place 

image was derived from both direct experience and oral history. 

Their image contained a nostalgia for the past similar to that found 

in the literature discussed previously. Yet their image transcended a mere 

yearning for the past and acknowledged the present. In other words, 

their images contrasted with those created through literature. They valued 

the past for the culture and landscape that it gave them and utilized the 

resources originating within the changing landscape to adapt their lives 

to a blending of present and past. 

For example, State highway 76 has long attracted homes and 

business. An elderly informant who built his home along the highway in 

Plaza Abajo, before it was paved and heavily traveled, said that he used 

to enjoy watching the herds of sheep pass by his house as they were 

moved from mountain ranches to the market in Espanola; and on feast days, 



when the mountain people traveled the road through Chiraayo to the Indian 

Pueblos, it was interesting to live beside the road. An activity he 

particularly enjoyed watching was the Lenten activities of the Penitente 

Brotherhood as they filed down the road between their moradas through 

the darkness of night. He expressed deep sorrow that his home is near 

the road now, because he detests the roar of automobile traffic. 

Except for the State highways and a short section of road to the 

elementary school, the local roads in Chimayo are unpaved, and many 

arroyos double as roads. When dry, they are dusty, when wet they are 

muddy, and when flooded they are impassible. There is an explicit 

attachment, in Chimayo, to dirt roads. An informant who had traveled the 

world told me that she always longed for the dirt roads of home. 

And the popular low-slung, customized automobiles (low riders) that crawl 

over these wash-boarded dirt are viewed with curiosity and admiration. 

Each respondent described Chimayo as a special place, and different 

too from other places that they have experienced. Chimayo was a refuge 

to many, a place familiar and secure, a good place, and perhaps to some, 

even sacred. The rugged beauty of the natural setting was frequently 

mentioned. 

Religion is important in Chimayo. Family chapels, churches, the 

Santuario, and other lesser folk monuments placed on the landscape are 

locally significant. For example, an image of the Virgin Mary, carved on 

a rock in the foothills near a Penitente chapel, cannot be seen from the 

road and is hard to find, and perhaps it may not even be there anymore. 

There are other memorials left on the landscape by family and friends in 
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remembrance of departed loved ones or promises for special blessings 

received. Descansos are a type of memorial to the deceased (Figure 4). 

I photographed this descanso and. when I showed it to the person who 

erected it, sadly learned it had been desecrated by vandals. Other 

crucifixes crown prominent hills marking the way of pilgrimage to the 

Santuario and serve as reminders of Jesus' suffering on Calvary. 

Mental Map of Chimayo 

Chimayo is made-up of identifiable areas, but as respondents 

suggest, the village lacks an identifiable center—social, physical, or 

government. Chimayo used to consist of many settlements, many persist 

as contemporary neighborhoods. Each historic precinct had its church or 

chapel. The old precincts are no longer used as a geographical reference 

system. Many older respondents did not identify the historic barrios, but 

their insistence, however, on where they were not located helped to clarify 

historic boundaries. 

Community Map 

Chimayo was frequently referred to as being divided into three 

distinct areas, each area centering around a church (Figure 17). The 

three churches are El Santuario de Nuestro Senor de Esquipulas (Santuario 

de Chimayo), Nuestra Senora del Carmen (Our Lady of Mount Carmel), and 

Nuestra Senora del Dolores (Our Lady of Sorrows). Construction of the 

Holy Family Catholic church in 1966 united members of the three churches 
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under one roof. The church is located in Plaza Abajo (lower plaza) in the 

geographic center of Chimayo, referred to as middle Chimayo. This 

reference system coincides with current post office, fire department, and 

school districts. 

Lower Chimayo lies in the west, toward the village of Santa Cruz, 

and is centered around the flood plain of the Santa Cruz River near where 

the north and south walls of Mesa De La Ceja narrows into a canyon. The 

private chapel of the Martinez family, Capilla de Santa Rita, overlooks 

Lower Chimayo from a prominent hill. 

Middle Chimayo surrounds the Holy Family Church and lies on a 

natural terrace above the flood plain of the Santa Cruz River. This 

district includes the historic chapel Nuestra Senora del Dolores, the 

Chimayo elementary school, and the United States Post Office. The area 

was called Plaza Abajo. In many descriptions Middle Chimayo and Lower 

Chimayo were synonymous. 

Upper Chimayo is the district centering around Plaza del Cerro 

(plaza on the hill). The private chapel of the Ortega family, Oratorio de 

San Buenaventura, is located on the plaza. This is a well-known area of 

Chimayo and is frequently cited in literature as Chimayo (see Stilgoe, 1982). 

A second reference system classified the village into Upper, Middle, 

and Lower Chimayo. Upper Chimayo extended Mesa De La Ceja to the base 

of the plains. Lower Chimayo was the Santa Cruz River floodplain. Middle 

Chimayo was between them, roughly paralleling state highway 76 bisecting 

Chimayo lengthwise. Interestingly, the Holy Family Catholic Church was 

again located in Middle Chimayo. 



A third reference system, identifying' the historic precincts of 

Chimayo, is no longer commonly used as a reference system among the 

population interviewed. Information leading to the creation of this map 

(Figure 18) was obtained through the projective technique described 

previously. I made a sketch, using David Ortega's list of barrios, and 

used it for a projective screen. Using the map in interviews helped to 

clarify the earlier landscape pattern of Chimayo. 

The Plains of Chimayo 

El Llano is a small settlement in the district of the same name (the 

plains). An informant thought that there were scattered ranches here in 

the colonial era, but probably not a placita since there is not a lot of 

water available for agriculture. It is conceivable that the existing 

settlement of a grid-iron pattern of roads and lanes came later. 

El Llano is located on alluvial plains of Mesa De La Ceja, bounded on 

the east by foothills and on the south by the floodplain of the Santa Cruz 

River. The land is dissected by arroyos and free standing extensions of 

the mesa punctuate the skyline. It is an arid landscape of chamisa, cactus, 

prairie dogs, ant hills, and rattle snakes. An acequia supplies water to the 

few remaining irrigated pastures and orchards. 

Los Ojuelos (the springs) and Las Abuelos (the grandparents) are 

small clusters of houses. Based on analysis of aerial photographs, these 

are traditional agricultural settlements. El Cerro de Los Duranes, a 

Penitente morada, is a landmark. 
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El Llano De Los Trujillos, named for the Trujillo family of ranchers, 

is eastward on the plains. The placita is a cluster of houses. Traditional 

stacked-log corrals (jacals) survive on the dry slopes above the acequia. 

The Foot Hills 

Los Pachecos is a familial placita located east of the plains in thfe 

foot hills east of the plains. There is a central plaza, but it is not the 

regular rectangular "Laws of the Indies" plaza discussed above. A well 

defined central space has been created within an assembly of houses. 

Traditional adobe barns survive on the dry slopes above the acequia. A 

tiny private family chapel (capilla) is a landmark in Los Pachecos. 

La Cuchilla (the edge of a knife) is a historic linear placita with a 

panoramic outlook over the Chimayo valley. The district extends along a 

narrow ridge extending from Mesa De La Ceja and fields at the base of the 

ridge are associated with the old settlement. There are similar settlements 

built on narrow ridges in the mountains east of Chimayo. It is conceivable 

that this type of living arrangement provided sanctuary in a wilderness 

environment. The historic church, Nuestra Senora del Carmen (Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel) is a La Cuchilla landmark. 

El Rincon De Los Trujillos (inner corner of the Trujillos) is a cluster 

of homes strung along the steep slopes of a large hill marking the 

northeast corner of Chimayo. Giant old cottonwood trees (Populas spp) 

which line the acequia are characteristic landmarks of El Rincon. A Bed 

and Breakfast establishment can be found here. 
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The Canyon 

La Centinela (the sentinel) is located in Arroyo De La Canada Ancha 

(large canyon), the northeast extension of the Chimayo valley leading into 

the foothills of the Sangre De Cristo mountains. This is an example of the 

settlements established as a line of defense protecting the colonial villages 

against attacks from nomadic Indian (Bunting, 1976). Apple and cherry 

orchards are characteristic landmarks. 

Rio Chiquito (little river) the head of Rio Quemado canyon east of La 

Centinela. A band of houses skirt the edge of the canyon and overlook a 

lush, green valley conserved for agriculture. This appears to be a 

separate tiny community secluded in the rugged foothills, but informants 

assured me that it is a part of Chimayo. 

The Valley 

Plaza Del Cerro, discussed above, is the prominent plaza of the 

Chimayo valley. The favorable location on a rise above the valley provides 

healthful conditions out of the river flood plain, yet ample water is 

available for irrigation via an acequia which originates in the foothills 

above Rio Chiquito. There are many acres of good farm land surrounding 

the plaza, although much of it is covered with houses, galleries, and curio 

shops now. 

El Ranchita and Rancho De Los Jaramillo are small clusters of houses 

between the hills south of Plaza Del Cerro. Rancho De Chimayo is a 

historic structure and popular restaurant and Bed and Breakfast 



establishment operated by the Jaramillo family. 

El Potrero (the pasture) is not a Laws of the Indies plaza but a 

clearly defined central space has been created within an assembly of 

houses around an open rectangle. Many small galleries, curio shops and 

restaurants which cater to tourists surround the plaza now. The placita 

is widely known as the site of the famous Spanish-colonial chapel and 

Christian shrine, El Santuario de Nuestro Senor de Esquipulas (Borhegyi, 

1956). Thousands of people crowd the roads of Chimayo each Lenten 

season in pilgrimage to the shrine and to the adjacent chapel, Santuario 

De Santo Nino De Atocha. Santuario De San Antonio, a small private chapel 

on a prominent hill overlooking El Potrero is another landmark. 

The grassy marshes of Los Ranchos (the ranches) lie in the Santa 

Cruz River floodplain. Santuario Jesus Nazareno De Esquipulas, a Penitente 

morada, is a landmark found in this district. 

Vigil is a small cluster of houses and farms in a narrow canyon 

below the southern mesa over looking the flood plain of the Santa Cruz 

River. The green landscape of Vigil stands in sharp contrast to the red 

crenelated cliffs from which it has been formed. The craggy mesa 

punctuating the skyline is a natural landmark. 

Plaza Abajo (lower plaza) surrounds the historic chapel Nuestra 

Senora del Dolores. Much of the farm land enveloping the plaza has been 

pre-empted by housing in the twentieth century. State highway 76, 

running through the plaza, has obscured the historic settlement along the 

highway beneath a linear facade of houses. 

Los Martinez lies at the western end of the Chimayo valley. There 
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is not a central plaza in this area, it is a large district of old farms now 

mostly covered with scattered houses. It was also the least identified of 

the settlements discussed above. Capilla (chapel) De Santa Rita, a 

conspicuous landmark crownsing a large hill, contributes to a dramatic 

entry to Chimayo. 

From a hill high above the Chimayo valley, when all is still in the 

early morning one can see house lights signaling the start of a new day, 

one by one. The Santa Cruz River can be heard murmuring below. 

Automobile lights enter onto the highway and form a string of lights 

leaving the village. The growing roar of. automobiles drowns out the 

river's song. The sun slowly rises above the Sangre de Cristo Mountains 

to awaken Chimayo to another day near the end of the twentieth century. 
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C H A P T E R  S I X  

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

Landscape can be a window onto human culture. The evolution of 

a society is recorded in the phenomenon of landscape change. deBuys 

(1985) suggests that a society cannot preserve its culture without also 

preserving the resources from which it develops. Landscape is a heritage 

resource which a society interested in preserving its culture should 

thoughtfully conserve. 

Traditions of land use in northern New Mexico are beginning to 

reflect popular American cultural values and beliefs. The emerging 

American townscape of Chimayo suggests that Spanish-Americans have 

become integrated into the national culture. Continuing economic and social 

change will precipitate further evolution of Chimayo. 

What will become of this landscape? It was argued above that social 

and economic change precipitates landscape evolution. Spanish colonists 

created an agrarian landscape for a subsistence society which persisted 

into the early twentieth century. When New Mexico became a territory of 

the United States the subsistence economy and agrarian landscape of Rio 

Arriba began the slow conversion to an American landscape. In 1912 when 

New Mexico became a state, commercial agriculture was already reshaping 

the landscape of Chimayo. Hardships encountered in the Great Depression 

of the 1930s were relieved in the 1940s by jobs created in the development 

of the modern city of Los Alamos. The project created a demand for non-

farm rural housing in Chimayo. A paved highway in the 1960s linked 
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Chimayo to surrounding urban areas and opportunity. In the 1970s and 

1980s an ascending tourist industry flowed over that highway. In the 

1990s tourism became an important economic force to be dealt with in 

Chimayo, creating local jobs and opportunity, and possibly for the first 

time, reversed some of the flow of jobs to surrounding urban areas. 

Stimulated by. Chimayo's history, culture and heritage, tourism will 

likely produce a new landscape in Chimayo. The importance of tourism to 

the economy will certainly cause the historic landscape to come under 

greater pressure for preservation and development. A tourism 

infrastructure of restaurants, lodging, galleries, and the like will soon 

come. 

Further development of the transportation infrastructure is needed 

to serve the ever expanding population commuting to jobs outside the 

community. Continual growth will eventually demand public services, such 

as fire and police protection, water and sewer systems, parks, town hall, 

civic offices and so forth. 

The Spanish-Americans of Rio Arriba have attempted to preserve 

elements of their history, heritage and culture within the evolving 

landscape. The pre-modern folk landscape can be considered a part of 

that cultural tradition. Artifacts, spaces, and place images can persist in 

a changing landscape, and moreover, these heritage resources can 

contribute to the image of the evolving landscape. 
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Further Research 

Two distinct field patterns exist in Chimayo: the long-lot, and 

another type approximately square. Carlson (1975) explained that the long-

lot was a common field pattern in colonial Rio Arriba, but he did not 

mention the square field pattern. It is conceivable that the square field 

pattern resulted in the redistribution of communal lands after the Santa 

Cruz Land Grant was adjudicated by the United States Court of Private 

Land Claims on January 12. 1901 (Jenkins and Baxter, 1986). Analysis and 

interpretation of these contrasting field patterns should help verify the 

locations of Chimayo's historic settlements. 

THE END 
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A P P E N D I X :  

P L A N N I N G  E O R .  L A N D S C A P E  C H A N G E  

Managing Landscape Change 

Lynch (1972) suggested that arguments for community planning all 

boil down to the issue of change management. There are landscapes in 

every community that residents consider important and worthy of their 

protection. These are areas that they do not wish to see changed because: 

they simply like the way that they look, or perhaps more significantly, 

they evoke historical associations of family and community. These places 

provide connections to the past and help a community preserve its cultural 

identity (Stokes, et al, 1989). 

Complex problems have been created by the population increase in 

Chimayo. Population growth likely will escalate the cost of public services, 

multiply social tensions, change land values, and erode the rural character 

of the community. Chimayo, like many other rural communities, lacks local 

government and professional planners to guide growth. Valuable natural 

and cultural resources go unprotected and heritage resources can 

disappear. 

Some vital areas or districts having a strong sense of community 

identification, social order, and a viable culture may resist decay and 

decline by adjusting to change (Ortega, 1976). When the society that kept 

a place alive is removed and historic designation and protection is 

substituted, it will remain only as an imitation of a once vital time and 

place. A preservation plan necessitates deciding what period of time to 
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preserve and what change will be allowed to occur. Conservation measures 

of reuse and adaptation would permit people to change a place and offer 

them a sense of continuity within their community. Some communities such 

as Charleston. Savannah, Boulder, and Santa Fe have successfully 

integrated heritage conservation with urban development (Ford, 1979), 

Baring exceptional circumstances and properties, static preservation of a 

viable community is discouraged: 

If, and only if, it can be ascertained that a worthy district has no 
means of sustenance, preservation efforts should be mustered to save 
it (Ortega, 1976, p. 43). 

We need not be so concerned about perfect conformity to past form 
but ought rather to seek to use remains to enhance the complexity 
and significance of the present scene...to make visible the process 
of change (Lynch, 1972, p. 57). 

Historic preservation is often perceived as benefiting the wealthy 

and damaging the poor. Through the process of gentrification—the 

upgrading of the socio-economic status of a district or community—many 

long-time residents find they can no longer pay the cost of living within 

their own community. 

Gentrification is present in northern New Mexican communities. 

Affluent newcomers increase the cost of living and demand improved public 

services (Carlson, 1990). Chimayo has not been affected by gentrification 

to the extent that many other traditional villages closer to Santa Fe have, 

such as La Cienega, where disputes are raging between land developers 

proposing to build a golf course community and local people wanting to 

conserve their traditional landscape and lifestyle (Goldberg, 1991). 

Mantell, et al (1990) suggested that heritage conservation could be 
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integrated with the economic development of a rural area. A conservation 

and development strategy which adopted local history and heritage to 

inspire economic renewal would be preferred to one that created an 

imaginary sense of place and time (Hester, 1985). 

Many communities across the country are realizing what only a few 
jurisdictions long ago discovered: they have significant historical and 
cultural resources that, properly protected, can significantly enhance 
their livability and distinctiveness. Moreover, communities are 
learning that the preservation and enhancement of historic and 
cultural resources can provide substantial and direct economic 
benefits (Mantell, et al, 1990, p. GO). 

Stokes, et al (1989) characterized the Espanola valley of New Mexico 

as the "western Plymouth Rock". This region, which includes Chimayo, has 

promoted its wealth of archeology and culture to attract tourist dollars 

(Johnson, 1916; Bowman, 1987). A Spanish Commemorative Plaza is being 

constructed in Espanola, the regional market center, that eventually will 

become the center of a new "Spanish" city (Velasquez, 1992). 

Attractive small rural towns offer an alternative to urban areas and 

are alluring to outsiders. 

Rural areas that raise funds to preserve distinctive architectural and 
cultural qualities are making investments that will assuredly enhance 
the futures of their communities....[T]owns at the edge of suburbia 
should fight for managed-growth policies that respect nature's limits 
and exhibit reverence for the human environment created by earlier 
generations (Stokes, et al, 1988, p. xvii). 

Distinctive architecture and culture, cottage weaving industries, and 

shrines have attracted visitors to Chimayo for many years. Tourists have 

sustained the economy of the small community (Weigle and White, 1988). 

In many towns, tourists have bolstered historic and indigenous-based 
community development through their searches for "authentic" places 
and experiences... (Hester, 1985, p. 79). 
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Conservation Planning 

Nearly a century ago, faced with the prospect of losing its historic 

and heritage resources in a rapidly changing landscape, community 

activists in Santa Fe, New Mexico challenged the city's population to 

support historic conservation. 

This courageous effort required the cooperation of all citizen 
factions, setting aside academic and political conflicts...to achieve 
higher-reaching goals affecting the city's future (Markovich. 1990. 
p. 210). 

The following discussion of Santa Fe will illuminate some of the 

positive and negative aspects of integrating heritage conservation and 

community economic development. 

Gabriel (1980) suggested that Santa Fe was successful in guarding 

its heritage by forming partnerships between preservation and development 

factions. In the early twentieth century, the Santa Fe Planning Board 

perceived the benefits that historic preservation would bring to the 

community, both ecc>nomically and socially. They sought to save the city's 

old winding streets and historic districts from modernization and 

destruction. The Board recommended renaming the various wards of the 

city, barrios, and gave street Spanish names to reinforce the exotic image 

of the old Latin city. The visual character of Santa Fe, its tri-cultural 

heritage, and distinctive architecture provided a stimulus for development 

through the twentieth century (Markovich, 1990). 

Mantell, et al (1990) stressed that it is necessary to maintain cultural 

and commercial vitality in old business districts. The Old Santa Fe 

Association attempted to preserve the historic character of the city by 
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retaining businesses serving the local population which without, they 

believed, the character of place would be lost and the city would become 

an outdoor museum (Gabriel, 1990). 

Critics of Santa Fe claim that a precious feeling pervades the 

downtown historic district (Gabriel, 1980). Much of the city has become 

gentrified and moderately high to high income areas threaten the cultural 

diversity that once gave the city its image (Leinberger, 1988). 

Ford pointed out that when the popularity of a preservation district 

becomes too great, and rents too high: 

diversity and life of the district diminish and it becomes simply a 
quaint, high-cost...area. Many of the attractions (interesting, 
diverse, lively) often mentioned as reasons for locating in such a 
space disappear and sterility sets in (1974, p. 36). 

Gabriel (1980) suggests that traditional areas of Santa Fe, having 

walled compounds and multi-family dwellings in neighborhoods interspersed 

with grocery stores provide a precedent for people-oriented development. 

The integrated neighborhoods of Santa Fe originate with the Spanish Laws 

of the Indies town planning concept of plaza major and subordinate plazas. 

Conservation Planning in Chimayo 

Complex barriers exist to conservation planning in Chimayo. The 

community is unincorporated, and except for the small but highly organized 

acequia associations, no local community government exists. Land use is 

regulated from outside the community. Chimayo lies both in Rio Arriba and 

Santa Fe Counties, and each county regulates land use differently. 

There has been no comprehensive planning in Rio Arriba County to 
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manage population growth or land development in its rural areas. The 

county relies on the State of New Mexico Construction Industries Division 

to regulate land use. The regulations are based on the National Uniform 

Building Code. Essentially, small subdivisions and family transfers of land 

are based on national septic tank requirements that limit residential 

homesites to three-quarters of an acre (State of New Mexico, 1992). The 

entire Rio Arriba portion of Chimayo can essentially be subdivided into 

three-quarter acre homesites. 

Santa Fe County has adopted a county-wide general plan regulating 

rural development based on the availability "of water (1980 and 1990). The 

densely populated areas of the county are concentrated in the Santa Fe 

metropolitan area and surrounding traditional communities. Rural areas are 

restricted to low density development. 

In 1980 the Santa Fe County portion of Chimayo was designated a 

Traditional Community District. Traditional Community Districts are the 

historic villages, farming communities, mining and railroad towns in the 

county that were in existence prior to New Mexico becoming a state. 

Minimum lot size, in a traditional community, is limited to three-

quarters of an acre. In this respect, both Santa Fe and Rio Arriba sides 

of Chimayo are permitted an equivalent intensity of land use. A lot size 

in the traditional community can be reduced to 14,000 square feet 

(approximately 1/3 acre) when community-wide water and sewer service 

systems are utilized, or when a local land use and utility plan are adopted. 

Density transfers are permitted when dwelling units are: grouped in 

clusters, take advantage of topography, avoid hazardous site conditions, 
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and have common vehicle access. 

Traditional Community Districts were identified, in the Santa Fe 

County General Plan, as important historic and heritage resources: 

The importance of small, traditional settlements in Santa Fe County 
far exceeds their combined population size. The irrigated fields and 
orchards and houses of these communities constitute an unique 
cultural and historic landscape (ibid, p. 7). 

The county plan cautioned that traditional communities could not 

sustain unlimited growth, and too much land development and landscape 

change would destroy the historic integrity of these communities. 

Existing settlements can support future growth although their 
capacity for growth is limited. Settlements which continue to grow 
may incur danger of "self-destructing" so that, at a certain point, 
communities lose their identity and lifestyle, farming becomes 
unpractical, and the small village feeling is gone (ibid). 

The Plan recommended that each traditional community prepare a 

growth management plan. Chimayo has not prepared one. Many signs of 

"too much growth" already exist, and as a traditional village, Chimayo is 

self-destructing. 

The signs of too much growth in communities include not only 
conversion of land from farm to home sites, but also the increase of 
traffic beyond the capacity of local roads, pollution of shallow water 
tables by too many septic tanks located too closely, and the erosion 
of the physical form and definition of villages" (ibid, p. 8). 

The plan proposed to preserve the finite irrigated valley lands, 

protect open space and the quality of the environment. According to the 

plan, all of the land located below the irrigation canals, having alluvial 

soils and water rights is threatened by urbanization. A residential density 

of one dwelling unit to five acres was recommended. However, no 

provisions were adopted to make the recommendation mandatory. Much of 
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the agricultural landscape has already been converted to residential lots. 

Espanola Comprehensive Plan 

Comprehensive planning was introduced to Chimayo in 1971 by the 

city of Espanola in a long-range planning study. Recommendations were 

made to extend public services and utilities to surrounding rural areas in 

the path of suburban growth originating from the city. Suggestions were 

given on how land should be zoned for future development. There was no 

authority, however, to include rural areas electing not to incorporate into 

the city. Chimayo lacked the local political framework needed to join with 

Espanola for planned regional growth (Larsen, 1971). Incorporation offered 

public services and utilities needed to serve an expanding population. 

Some benefits of extended public services might have been better schools, 

police protection, and roads (Stokes, et al, 1989). 

CHANGE MANAGEMENT 

Across the nation rural citizens are taking local action to protect and 

conserve their community's historic and heritage resources (Stokes, et al, 

1989; McClelland, et al, n.d.; Orlando and Luxenburg, 1991). When important 

cultural resources are threatened, some communities become motivated 

enough to form coalitions to manage change. Often in the eleventh hour, 

these groups have had to evaluate the assets of their community and 

search for ways to reinforce cultural conservation, and confront opponents. 

There are better ways than confrontation to approach change in the rural 
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landscapes (Melnick, 1983). 

The problem is one of change management. Just as there is a need 
for comprehensive land-use management...there is also a need for 
comprehensive change management in order to mitigate massive, 
confusing, and irreversible change (Ford, 1979, p. 212). 

Heritage resources are such a natural part of the landscape that 

they may go unrecognized. Familiar views, open spaces, common landmarks 

and everyday scenes not widely acclaimed or prominent frequently are 

mismanaged and unprotected (Melnick, et al, 1984). Resource management 

guidelines need to recognize common landscape elements and the dynamics 

of landscape change. Landscape preservation should create opportunities 

to incorporate elementsr of past, present and future environments (Ford, 

1979). 

Lynch (1972) explained that large environments are continually 

evolving and never attain a finished form. Dynamics of landscape change 

are communicated and the image of place is expressed through a continuum 

of time. Alterations in the human landscape can usually be interpreted as 

indexes of social change. Ford (1974) suggests that places evolve when 

individuals become attached them. Community conservation planning that 

fails to consider the evolution and dynamics of place are destined for 

failure. 
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