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WHEAT SEEDING RATES
Barry R. Tickes, Yuma County Agriculture Agent

Seeding rate is an important consideration in the management of a
wheat crop. Most recommendations are made on the basis of pounds per
acre and call for 100 to 150 pounds.

A 10 -foot John Deere grain drill was calibrated to plant 100 lbs.
of Yecora Rojo. Nine other wheat varieties, five durum and four red,
were measured at this same setting to develop the following table.

Variety

Seeds /A
Lbs /A when when cali-
calibrated % Diff. in % Diff. in brated for
for 100 lbs lb /A from Seeds /lb 100 lbs. % Diff.in
Yecora Rojo Yecora Rojo Seeds /Lb. from Y. R. Yecora Rojo Seed/A

RED
Yecora Rojo 100 9080 908000
911 102 +2% 12303 +35.5% 1252140 +37.90%
Oslo 107 +7% 13302 +46.5% 1423314 +56.80%
Probred 95 -5% 9216 +1.5% 857285 -3.27%
7711 93 -7% 11259 +24.0% 1045954 +15.19%

DURUM
Aldura 105 +5% 8944 -1.5% 942031 +3.75%
Gem 109 +9% 7990 -12.0% 870910 -4.08%
Mexicali 107 +7% 6174 -32.0% 660618 -27.24%
881 97 -3% 9080 .0% 880760 -3.00%
Yavaros 113 +13% 7900 -13.0% 892700 -1.69%

You will notice that the number of pounds per acre delivered by the
planter at this setting did not vary significantly with most varieties.
The number of seeds delivered per acre did vary, however, by as much as
57 percent.

Planting rate recommendations are made for some crops, such as
corn, on the basis of the number of kernels per acre. This has not been
done with wheat partly because of the relatively inexpensive seed costs
and the ability of wheat to compensate or adjust by tillering, or the
lack of tillering, to variable planting rates.

Planting rate studies have been conducted over the years that
indicate that planting rates over a threshold amount, usually 100 pounds
per acre, are not necessary and do not significantly affect yield.

It is a common practice, however, to increase seeding rates later
in the season or to compensate for the ability of the seed to germinate
and achieve a suitable stand. Higher seeding rates may also be
beneficial where conditions hamper germinatidn and emergence.
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