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Arizona Seed Certification

Robert G. Sackett
Executive Secretary - Arizona Crop Improvement Association

What is meant by the term Seed Certification? Certification is an international system of
inspections and record keeping that insures that the seed, labeled with the official certification tag,
will be true to the characteristics bred into the variety by the plant breeder. The maintenance of the
genetic purity, of the variety, is what seed certification is all about. This is important as a
particular variety is developed with such built in characteristics as yield, lodging resistance,
disease and insect tolerance and many other factors which influence the over all performance of the
variety. Mixtures of varieties reduce the ability of a particular crop to perform to its potential.

Variety mixtures may delay harvest due to difference in maturity, thereby causing loss due to
shattering of the earlier variety or high moisture due to the later variety. If there is a difference
in quality, of the mixture, this may affect the value of the end product, which has been demonstrated
of late in Durum wheat production. Weeds are the most expensive luxury that the Arizona farmers
maintain. Weeds rob the crop plants of soil nutrients and moisture, as well as lower the value of the
harvested crop. Weed seed maybe carried on the land in many ways, but if weeds are increased by
planting weed infested seed, only the farmer alone is to blame.

It's not enough just to plant a new variety, but you must also be certain that you are planting a
high quality seed, of an adapted variety, if you expect to get its full advantage. One way this can be
assured is through a quality control program, such as Seed Certification. To achieve quality control
through certification, all seed production fields must first be approved by trained field inspectors,
and secondly, the harvested seed must meet certain standards in the laboratory before it can qualify
to bear the certified tag.

In Arizona, certified seed must meet physical standards in addition to the genetic purity standards.
This mechanical quality refers to all those things that can affect the ability of the seed to produce a
crop other than the genetic purity. Arizona certified seed standards are among the highest of any of
the seed certifying agencies. Depending on the crop, the percentages of pure seed required to meet
certification standards range from 97% to 99.5 %, while germination standard of 80% is the lowest for any
crop.

Interest in the use of quality seed produced in Arizona under the Certification program has
expanded considerable over recent years. In 1969 acreage under the Certification program, in Arizona,
totaled 16,000, while in 1977 the program had expanded to 48,000 acres.

The biggest area of expansion, in the Certified program, has been in cotton seed. Several of the

large seed industries, from the Southern states, are taking advantage of the normal, ideal climatic
conditions which exsist in Arizona, for the production of high quality seed, and have moved a portion of
their cotton seed production out here. Each year since 1972 the number of pounds of certified seed
leaving the state, to meet the demand of farmers for high quality planting seed, in other parts of the
country, has been on the increase.

Other seed crops, in addition to cotton, produced in Arizona under the Certification program
include wheat, barley, millet, bermudagrass, soybeans, okra and some alfalfa. As planting seed
represents only a small percentage of the total cost of producing a crop in todays agricultural program,
it is a good investment to purchase the highest quality seed possible. Purchase your planting seed
from a reliable seed dealer and for added assurance, ask for Arizona grown Certified seed, which is
represented by a Blue Certified Tag.
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