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DISCLOSURE OF SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

Section 7 of Public Law 93-579 provides that:

(1) It shall be unlawful for any Federal, State or local government
agency to deny to any individual any right, benefit, or privilege by
law because of such individualts refusal to disclose his social
security account number.

(2) The provisions of paragraph (1) of this subsection shall not apply
with respect to -

(A) any disclosure which is required by Federal Statute, or

(b) the disclosure of a social security number to any Federal, State
or local agency maintaining a syst of records in existence and
operating before January 1, 1975, if such disclosure was
required under statute or regulation adopted, prior to such
date, to verify the identity of the individual.

Any Federal, State or local government agency which requests an
individual to disclose his social security number shall inform that
individual whether that disclosure is mandatory or voluntary, by what
statutory or other authority such number is solicited and what uses
will be made of it.



INTEICOLLEGIATE WRITING COMMITTEE
1986-87 Pnnual Report to the Faculty Senate

I. Irnplerntation of the Writing Across the Curriculum Program

After a false start during 1986-87, the fee for the Upper-Division
Writing Proficiency Examination (UDWPE) was eliminated at the
beginning of the Fall 1987 semester, through the efforts of the
Provost. It is good to see this constant source of student irrita-
tion eradicated, with luck, for good.

The University Canposition Board (UCB) believes that more students
are taking the tJDWPE earlier in their academic careers. Such a shift
is aided by policies in upper-division colleges that require canpie-
tion of the UDWPE before upper-division status is granted. The
adoption of such a policy by BPA has obviously altered the average
number of units completed by students when they take the UDWPE.

The development of English 397 as the option of choice for students
who need additional developmental work in writing is evident during
1986-87. As reflected below, the number of sections offered has
continued to grow as more programs have referred students into this
course. Thus far, the number of places has been sufficiently elastic
to accorrinodate demand. In addition, three sections will be offered
for the first time during the 1987 intersession. A copy of the
current course description is appended to this report. Thus, the
first dimension of this ambitious program is largely routinized, with
assessment and development functions in place.
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English 397: Writing Workshop

Semester 397A-B Sections Enrollment

Fa1l86 A 9 78

Spring 87 A 8 69

Spring 87 B 2 20

SS187 A 2 17

SS1187 A 3 28

Fall 87 A 16

Fa1l87 B 7

Projections

Intersession 87 A 3

Spring 88 A 18-24

Spring_88 B 7-9



The status of the Writing Ephasis course portion of this program is
somewhat more elusive, in part because it implicates instructional
controls over individual faculty. The Corrmittee is considering an
approach that emphasizes building institutional competence, rather
than monitoring and regulating. In part, that approach would focus
on informational activities (dissemination of goals and responsi-
bilities, highlighting successful efforts, etc.). The expansion of
the University Composition Board by one member 'should facilitate
these activities, and it now is eager to undertake assistance
activities.

One enduring difficulty also requires faculty corrmitrrent--the contin-
uous need for tJDWPE graders. It is not clear that this difficulty is
susceptible to resolution by institutional fiat or policy, but
finding sufficient numbers of graders is a time-consuming, perpetual
problem for UCB staff.

II. Performance on the Upper-Division Proficiency Examination, 1986-87

N.B. "Foreign Students" come from both the Transfer and U of A Students cate-
gories. Transfer here means those students who did not complete composi-
tion courses at the U of A. Some, but not all, Foreign Students do.

Total Tested

Fall 86 Spring 87 Sunnier 87 Total

2251 2381 360 4992

Unsatisfactory 646 (29%) 725 (30%) 132 (36%) 1503 (30%)

Satisfactory 1499 (67%) 1528 (64%) 220 (61%) 3247 (65%)

Excellent 106 (4%) 128 (5%) 8 (2%) 242 (5%)

Transfer Students 1363 (61%) 1331 (56%) 217 (60%) 2911 (58%)

Transfer/Unsatisfac. 445 (33%) 461 (35%) 93 (43%) 999 (34%)

Foreign Students 104 (5%) 144 (6%) 45 (13%) 293 (6%)

Foreign,4Jnsatisfac. 55 (53%) 80 (56%) 29 (64%) 164 (56%)

U of A Students 888 (39%) 1050 (44%) 143 (40%) 2081 (42%)

U of A/Unsatisfac. 201 (23%) 264 (25%) 38 (27%) 504 (24%)



English 397: An Intensive Writing Workshop

English 397 is a one-credit course designed for students who receive an
Unsatisfactory on the Upper-Division Writing Proficiency Examination. Student
needs are wide-ranging because papers are considered Unsatisfactory for a
variety of reasons. Therefore, the course is flexible and class size small--no
more than ten students per section.

Given the variety of student needs, the course design is not cast in
bronze. Rather, instructors, hired because of their considerable experience
teaching and tutoring, follow its basic structure--modeling of thinking tech-
niques; guided analysis of professional essays; three graded papers, each with
a different purpose and design; several shorter writing exercises drawn from
the students' disciplines; and so on--while drawing on their own experience and
responding to the needs they discover in each class group. The goal, finally,
is to raise students' writing proficiency to that expected of the mid-career
University student.

The course is intensive, and the instructor and students move rapidly
through the concepts and assignments of the syllabus. Sections on the F

rotation meet sixteen times and sections on the TTh rotation meet eleven times,
just over five weeks; the course will run slightly longer whenever holidays
intervene. We also offer special sections, 397b, for international students,
taught by instructors with degrees and experience in English as a second
language. These sections are spread over eight weeks--the same number of class
meetings and writing assignments as in 397a--to meet the special needs of these
students.

Students who enter the workshop without appropriate motivation often find
themselves struggling to complete the work satisfactorily. The class is small
so that students can receive considerable individual attention from the
instructor; of equal importance, however, is the peer and small group editing
that will train students to analyze their own papers more critically. Such

intensity, finally, has led us to offer the course only during the first two-
thirds of the semester when students are less likely to be burdened by major
reports and term projects in their other course work.

A final caveat: English 397 is not for everyone who receives an Unsatis-
factory on the UDWPE. Good writers are not made in five weeks. Some students,
even at the junior level, will need more instruction than a five-week course
can offer. In English 397, after receiving the first paper in the course,
faculty routinely refer students they consider unsuited to the intensive work-
shop format to Composition Board members. Such students, who may have expres-
sion and graimiar problems the course cannot address, are often advised to
enroll in full semester courses the following semester.

We are confident, however, that students whose Proficiency Exams indicate
they have forgotten the need for clear structure, adequate evidence, and
appeals to the reader will benefit greatly from English 397. In addition,
those more comfortable compiling lists of factors or problems for reports and
proposals, or those familiar with writing pure research papers, will find
English 397 a useful review of the formats, voices, and critical thinking
skills necessary for written crnunication to a lay audience. Most students,
in short, given the appropriate attitude, will find this course a valuable
addition to their University study.




