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The magazine "Better Farming Methods," which adver-
tises itself as a "business magazine for leading farmers," lays
the ghost of a widely held fallacy, a fallacy which has been
given enough credence to deserve a sharp answer.

The magazine cites a frequently -heard remark: "Stop
agricultural research and our problems will soon be cured."
It is the easy answer of those who see research as a demon
in America, ever prodding agriculture into higher produc-
tion, mounting surpluses and lower prices.

Actually, that sounds logical, but sober second thought
exposes it as full of basic flaws and twisted reasoning. We
quote from the magazine:

"It is imperative that we continue research for the good
of all society. If such a restrictive policy had been followed
in the past we would not now be enjoying the highest stand-
ard of living ever experienced in the world. Our tables would
not be graced daily by such things as fresh meats, vegetables
and other products, and at reasonable cost, if research men
had not forged ahead to develop new varieties and methods
of storing and shipping.

"But there are other things to be considered. Should
research be deliberately stopped or slowed, we would jeopar-
dize our competitive position in world markets. This is no
small item, for the United States is the world's largest exporter
of agricultural products.

"Just last year, when a new record was set, the produce
of 60 million of our 316 million harvested acres went over-
seas. The value of these goods was $5 billion. If through
restricting research, we lost this outlet, everyone would suffer.

"This abundance also serves as a powerful force for world
peace. Our food products are helping to relieve hunger and
to promote the growth of many newly developed countries.
For example, our wheat is providing the people of India an
extra five billion loaves of bread a year. But all this food
isn't just given away. We honor the currencies of many coun-

tries that need our farm goods but who do not have dollars
for regular exchange. Barter and trade are important, too. In
the past eight years we have -swapped agricultural goods for
strategic defense materials valued at over $1.4 billion.

"Research helps in another way by enabling us to con-
serve our land and other resources by producing more on
fewer acres with less labor. Because of it we are now raising
70 per cent more per acre, and output per breeding animal
is 96 per cent greater than it was in the period from 1919 -21.
Also, one hour of labor now produces more than four times
as much food and crops as it did 40 years ago. This achieve-
ment, in turn, is the reason why one farm worker can produce
food, fiber and other commodities for himself and 26 others.

"Each new development from the laboratories leads to
others, providing new jobs for our labor force. Although
farming continues to employ fewer people, its seven million
workers still are more than the combined employment of the
transportation, public utilities, steel and automotive industries.

"In addition, four out of every ten jobs in private employ-
ment are related to agriculture. Ten million people work at
storing, transporting, processing and merchandising agricul-
tural products and six million are kept busy providing the
supplies farmers use.

"All these activities are built on research and if it were
terminated they would soon deteriorate or stagnate. If we
should slow or stop research we might also suddenly find it
necessary to surge forward in order to meet changing needs,
only to find we cannot do so.

"No. Stopping research is not the answer to our agricul-
tural problems and those who propose it as the solution do
not realize what disaster it could bring."
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Our Cover Picture

Our cover picture shows Miss Sharee
Stillman, a Home Economics student, dis-
playing decorative fabrics in a Tucson
store. ( See article on Page 4.)

National forests are administered under mul-
tiple -use and sustained -yield management pol-
icies so as to provide maximum benefits for the
public. In Arizona the national forests have
played a positive role in the state's economic
growth.
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