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ABSTRACT

My Quintet for Piano, Two Violins, Viola, and

Violoncello represents an effort to compose a chamber
work of large magnitude., Both the thematic material and
the complex formal structure of the four movementse con-
tribute to the broad dimensions.

The first movement (Allegro Moderato) unfolds 1n

a sonata-arch form which includes introduction, coda, and
two-part development. These particular sections are predom-
inantly fugal, utilizing tonlc-supertonic relationships.
The fugue in the first development section employs new
material for & subject againat many countersubjects which
are derived from the exposition.

The two mailn themes of the exposition stem from a
head motive presented in the introduction., Each contains
the characteristic interval of a fourth, and together
retain the tonlc-supertonic relationship seen elsewhere.

A coda reminiscent of the introduction followed by £he final
measures of the exposition brings the movement to a close.

The scherzo (Vivace) has elements in common with
sonata-allegro form, but it also relies heavily on vari-
ation principles and fugal techniques such as inversion
and retrograde. The result is a lengthy spinning out and

extension of the minimal amount of thematic material,.
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The third movement (Adagio) is the only movement
conceived harmonically. Its variation format provides the
most traditional structure in the quintet, and recalls
the harmonlc devices of the baroque chaconne. The new mate-
rial introduced between the first and second variation,
which 18 repeated with variants in the middle of the last
variation, provides the only formal deviation in the move-
ment.

The finale (Allegretto Vivace; Presto) returns to

the duo-thematic sonata-like complexity of the first and
second movements, Strong elements of the rondo are present,
but perhaps the most striking characteristic 1s the recur-
ring use of developmental techniques throughout the move-
ment, Development of the first theme in the character of
the second and the constant fragmentation of this theme
are but two examples.

The individual parts as well as the ensemble pose
many performance problems. The ensemble difficulties are
found mainly in the first movement where the individual
parts are often playing in different meters., For aid 1n
performance a common measure line is employed, the true
meter belng indicated by dotted bar lines and beams over
the measure. On some occasions 1t was necessary to push
standard notatlion to its limits in order to achleve

rh&thmic exactness: for example, having to notate groups



vi
of five even notes over two or three 2-4 mearures dur-
ation. This, of course, creates reading diff lcultles far
greater than the execution of the passage 1trnelf—a result

of the poverty of our modern notation system.
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