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ABSTRACT

The territorial years, from 1863 to 1932, cover the 
period in which a desolate desert country changed into a 
civilized land, and foundations were laid for community 
development and subsequent statehood.

The Americans who entered southern Arizona followed 
the native Indians, the Spaniards and Llexicans. These 
earlier inhabitants left an architectural inheritance for 
the new settlers to follow or.ignore. This study in
vestigates the houses which the cattlemen built and ana
lyzes each one; it examines the houses* antecedents, 
whether they are found in Arizona or elsewhere.

The first cattlemen to arrive constructed within 
the vernacular established in Arizona by the Indians and 
the later Spaniards and Mexicans. But the later cattle 
barons brought with them their own architectural inheri
tance and, finally, constructed houses in the latest and 
most sophisticated Eastern fashion.

Many of the nineteenth century stockmen failed, 
but there were those who, by vision, imagination, and 
fortitude carved an empire out of the desert. Each of 
these stockmen sought his own solution to the problem of 
the stock-farm house and designed his personal interpreta
tion of the territorial house.



PART I
THE ARCHITECTURAL ANTECEDENTS OF THE 

TERRITORIAL RANCH HOUSES OF 
SOUTHERN ARIZONA

i



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Much has been written about the southern Arizona 
cattlemen whose deeds, noble or otherwise, were always 
Wagnerian. But the architectural study of the southern 
part of the state has been confined to that of the Spanish 
colonial missions of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
and has ignored the domestic structures which the nineteenth 
century stockmen built.

Material showing the development of the domestic 
architecture of this period is difficult to find, and there 
is danger that it will be lost before it can be recorded. 
Interest in Western traditions is great— the profiles and 
functions of the houses must be documented before altera
tions change their faces or bulldozers and subdivisions 
remove them entirely.

The greatest years of the cattle industry were from 
1S70 to 1890. This period of time falls within Arizona fs 
territorial years, I863 to 1922, the span of this study.
Also, the period is divided in context by the arrival of 
the railroad in 1880.

One purpose of this study is the notation of any 
change which may have taken place in architecture after the
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railroad brought Eastern influences to southern Arizona. It 
is possible, therefore, to study the construction which took 
place during the greatest period of the cattle industry and 
examine the styles of the houses which were erected before 
and after the coming of the railroad. This is a study of 
the houses built by those dynamic visionaries who were active 
during Arizona's formative years, her cattle barons.

In order to understand each profile, it is necessary 
to investigate the antecedent, whether that may have been in 
Arizona or in a land quite remote from it. The basic study 
was begun with southern Arizona's architectural inheritance, 
the pueblo structures of the Southwest Indians. Of all 
influences, the tradition of the Southwest Indian, adapted 
by the Spanish to form the Spanish-pueblo idiom, has placed 
the strongest effect upon the ranch houses of southern 
Arizona.

The Southern-raised cottage, which began in the 
West Indies, evolved throughout the deep South and is seen 
as the finest of the territorial ranch houses, San Rafael.
The patio plan originated in the Mediterranean; it traveled 
to southern Arizona by way of Spain and Mexico and became 
the form for one of the most successful houses of the 
Southwest.

Each of the eight houses documented was visited. 
Pictures were taken of the house, its site and the depend
encies. FloorsIans were drawn, and all information possible
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4
was secured by means of correspondence and interviews with 
family descendants and present owners. Extensive cor
respondence was carried on with descendants who reside out
side Arizona and with historical society authorities in the 
hope of obtaining information about the owner-builder.

Throughout the investigation, files of the Arizona 
Pioneers* Historical Society were explored in an attempt to 
uncover information about the builder and the house which he 
designed. Effort was made to define similarities among the 
houses, both in architectural design and in the function of 
the structure. While the builders stemmed from different 
backgrounds and different parts of the country, they built 
within similar disciplines. The resultant profiles were 
often different, but the houses shared similar traits nec
essary to the survival of the owners in a desolate hot-dry 
desert, threatened by hostile Indians.



CHAPTER II

THE SPANISH-INDIAN SOUTHWEST 

Pueblo Architecture
Because of the influence of the primitive structural 

forms developed by the pueblo (town-dwelling) Indians 
(Fig. l), long before the appearance of the Spaniards, the 
Spanish colonial architecture of Arizona and Hew Mexico was 
of a different character from that developed in other parts 
of the Southwest. It was equally Indian and Spanish;
Spanish in plan, form and idea; Indian in methods of con
struction and detail (Newcomb, 1937, p. 36). Pete Kitchen’s 
.iacal at Potrero, 1&54, bears the traits of Indian construc
tion: simple, flat facade and roof, visas, heavy walls, and
adobe material (Fig. 2).

The style evolved as an architectural form in pre- 
Columbian United States where agricultural Indians raised 
sufficient crops for food storage. This state resulted in 
a surplus of time which could be devoted to the development 
of crafts and, more important, a permanent residential form. 
The conquistadores called these people "Pueblo," the Spanish 
term for village.

The dwellings, clustered in receding terraces, were 
built upward into picturesque masses: the development

5
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k

Fig. 1. Indian Pueblo. Taos, New Mexico, 
1540 (Morrison, 1952).

L—  ■ _____________________ _____ - j

Fig. 2. Potrero Jacal, 1654 (Arizona PioneersT 
Historical Society /APH6/).



7
culminated in the Great Period of cliff dwellings which 
occurred from A.D. 1050 to 1300 (Sanford, 1950, p. 24).

The determinant for the plan was the need for 
defense against warring nomadic Indians; the ancient 
buildings did not contain groundfloor doorways. Upper 
levels were reached by use of movable ladders and these 
were removed during time of attack by the hostile Apache 
Indians.

V/hen the sedentary New Mexican Indians learned to 
build with ledge stone, they split it and laid it in adobe 
mortar. After it was sun-dried and plastered with gypsum, 
the material, in the hot-arid climate of the Southwest, was 
nearly as durable as stone (Morrison, 1952, p. 184).

The roof supports were round logs or vigas which 
spanned the walls and were covered with branches as a base 
for the clay covering which formed the roof. The vigas 
were left in their original length and, too precious to be 
cut, created an irregular but intriguing trait of the pueblo 
style. The roofs sloped downward slightly; infrequent rain
fall drained through canales. Little attention was given to 
fenestration, and doors were simple openings covered with 
animal hides (Morrison, 1952, pp. 184-189)*

In the Salt River Valley of Arizona, c. 1400, the 
Hohokam (Desert) and Mogollon (Mountain) cultures con
structed structures of one story and placed them in a 
continuous line. There were as many as a dozen such



buildings in one group; this formation was developed further
to become a village of multistoried-trabeated, flat-roofed
units enclosed by a wall (Sanford, 1950, pp. 20 and 37)•
Victor Olgyay (1963, p. 5) described the pueblo construction:

The structures were constructed of massive adobe 
roofs and walls which have good insulative value 
and the capacity to delay heat impacts for long 
hours, thus reducing the daily heat peaks. By 
packing buildings together, the amount of exposed 
surface was reduced. They also used very small 
windows. Pueblo structures of this type usually 
extended on an east-west axis, thereby reducing 
morning and afternoon heat impacts on the two end 
walls in summer.

It may well be that the indigenous builders con
structed heavy walls for massive roof support, only later 
realizing the values of insulation in those walls (Building 
Research Advisory Board, 1953, p. 128). Such structures 
were based upon a foundation of mud and small stone bits.
Twigs were woven on a framework of mesquite poles, then 
plastered with mud and allowed to dry. The interstices 
were filled with mud, and the entire wall was allowed to dry 
in the sun for as long as six months; the walls were then 
raised one on top of the other (Sanford, 1950, pp. 33 and 39).

The Spanish-Indian Idiom at Santa Fe 
At the turn of the seventeenth century, the mission

building period, the Spanish Court sent Don Pedro de Peralta 
to preside over the religious training of the seven districts 
of New Mexico and to establish a capital of the province.
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The pioneers of the provinces of New Spain were not 

the conquistadores but the Jesuits and their brother priests 
of the Franciscan Order who followed after the eighteenth 
century Jesuit expulsion (Bolton, 1936, p. 6 4)•

The tools given to each friar as he went forth 
turned the stylistic tide of Southwestern architecture.
The visas previously left in their rounded state could be 
squared by means of axe and adze; wooden frames for doorways 
and windows were added: corbels and capitals were carved for 
the first time, and slender balustrade railings enhanced 
the otherwise heavy and simple architecture.

At Santa Fe, Peralta followed detailed orders of the 
Mexican viceroy for building a capital-presidio. The dom
inating structure was the governor's palace (Fig. 3) which 
is now the oldest non-Indian building extant in the United 
States, and is the prototype for an entire style of domestic 
architecture found in the Southwest, the Spanish-pueblo 
style. A large plaza was bordered along one side by the 
oalacio, a single-story structure, flanked by a low tower 
at each end.

The nortales fronted the length of the palace and 
was supported by “crude columns hewn from whole tree trunks, 
with curved bracket heads" (Sanford, 1950, pp. 90-91). It 
stands as the supreme example of the Spaniards1 adaptation 
of the pueblo architecture which they found upon their 
arrival and which they altered by the addition of their own
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Fig. 3. Governor’s Palace at Santa Fe, 
1610-1614 (Sanford, 1950).
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forms, materials, and tools. While the adobe material, the 
vigas, flat roof, and thick walls are Indian devices, the 
Spanish introduced the use of bracket capitals, the wooden 
doors, window frames, portales, and patio plan. The Spanish, 
too, taught the Indians to form mud bricks from the adobe 
and to dry them to a desired durability. The adobe walls 
constructed in this way were stronger and finer than were those 
of the original structures built by the Indians (Morrison,
1952, p. 137).

The southern Arizona ranch houses which bear the 
influence of the Indian pueblo and Spanish forms are the 
Pete Kitchen house at Potrero, and the Tanque Verde,
Babacomari, and Thurber houses. The plans of Pete Kitchen's 
house (Fig. 4) and Tanque Verde (Fig. 5) resemble those of 
the Governor's Palace at Santa Fe in the L-shape with rear 
patio. Both houses share the Spanish traditions of the 
frontal portales, precast and sun-dried adobe bricks, 
framing of doors and windows with the Governor's Palace.
But the flat roof and exposed vigas are of Indian origin.
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Fig. 5. Plans of Tanque Verde, 1862



CHAPTER III

THE PATIO PLAN

The antecedent of Henry Hooker’s Sierra Bonita 
(Fig. 6 ) is the patio plan. The theory that Colonel 
Hooker could have planned a house inspired by the town- 
square of New England is discussed in Chapter VII; but, 
equally, the house could have been inspired by the Spanish- 
Mexican casa de campo or farmhouse of the hacienda. Such 
a structure was the Aguirre house, San Diego, 1825-1830 
(Fig. 7 ). An agricultural farm was known as a hacienda 
and a stock farm as a rancho.

It is questionable whether or not the large court
yard house ever really existed in California. Kirker 
(i960, pp. 9 and 1 0) claims that the few large landowners 
in the province lived in a ujumble of adobe and thatched 
cottages and rude houses without floors. 11 Richard Henry 
Dana, in his Two Years before the Mast, confirmed the con
ditions of California dwellings as being “of one story, 
built of clay" (Kirker, I960, p. 10).

This is a dismal theory for those who romanticize 
the ranchos, but Professor Hugh Morrison states that sophis 
ticated structures did exist in the flourishing culture

13
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Fig. 6. Courtyard, Sierra Bonita, 1872.

Fig. 7. Aguirre House, San Diego, 1825-1830 
(Morrison, 1952).



centers at San Diego, Santa Barbara, and Monterey. His con
jectures are based largely upon Rexford Newcomb’s works on 
Spanish colonial architecture in California and he sees no 
reason to question that the Aguirre house remains substantially 
as it was built (Morrison, pers. comm., 1969). There is no 
mention in Newcomb, quotes Morrison, of additions or re
modeling, so we may accept the existence of the patio-plan 
house for urban dwelling, if not for country habitation.

The Aguirre house, as were most large residences of 
California’s Mexican period, was built of adobe, wood, and 
tile. It surrounded a patio, which was more an outdoor 
living room than a garden, on three sides. The fourth side 
was enclosed by a high wall and a massive portal, the only 
apparent entrance to the house. The corredor or uortales 
which bordered the patio is a prototype of those seen at 
Potrero, Tanque Verde, and, especially, at Sierra Bonita.
The profile of the Aguirre house is remarkably like that 
of the Sierra Bonita, except that Hooker built a carriage 
house alongside the great wall. Both houses are parapeted, 
and the only substantial difference is in the roofing 
material. In true California style, the Aguirre roof is 
constructed of tile, a material not known to Arizona’s 
nineteenth century construction, secular or ecclesiastical.
The facade of the Hooker house is flat while that of the 
Aguirre house is bounded by a oortales as are two of its

15
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CHAPTER IV

THE RAISED COTTAGE

The last ranch house to stem from a distinct ante
cedent is the San Rafael. This structure relates to the 
raised cottage of the Deep South. It began in the West 
Indies and spread through the Tidewater country, across 
Louisiana^ bayous and southern Mississippi. The raised 
cottage profile appeared at Monterey, California, in the 
Larkin House (1834) and reached its ultimate destination, 
of interest to this study, at San Rafael.

The climate of the West Indies was the determinant 
for the architectural style. Because of the warm temper
atures and the heavy rainfall, there was a need to provide 
ventilation within the house and to protect the foundation 
from the rain-soaked earth. The "House of the Greek"
(Fig. 8) in Nassau, Bahamas, is one of the origins for the 
Carolinian form of the raised cottage (Waterman, 1947,
p. 62).

Traders from the West Indies carried the tropical 
house tradition to South Carolina where the porch developed 
greater significance in architectural design (Waterman, 
p. 41).

16



Fig. 8. "House of the Greek," Nassau, The 
Bahamas (Waterman, 1947).



The raised cottage form moved south and west until 
it became the Great House of the plantations and culminated 
in an architectural style all its own. The term "planta
tion" means a tropical institution of crop specialization.
It is found that

. . .  a tenacious concept emphasizes the dependence 
of the plantation on cheap labor, cheap land, and 
the inflexibility of the system in terms of mono
culture and dependence upon markets. (Gregor,
1965, p. 225.)

The plantation served as executive office as well as resi
dence for the planter and was the focal point of the estate.

It will be recognized that this description of the 
southern plantation function can be applied to the larger 
southern Arizona ranches, San Rafael, Sierra Bonita, and 
San Bernardino. Potrero and Tanque Verde were more modest 
forerunners of the plantation system.

Richard Caldwell of New Orleans (pers. comm., 1968) 
theorizes that because of the low and flat lands of 
Louisiana and the Gulf Coast areas, the heavy rains caused 
flooding and rot. This necessitated a raised form of house 
which could allow run-off. Masonry construction of the 
ground floor guarded against the rain waters. The wide 
overhang of the roof was added to cover the galerie; this 
heavy roof profile is seen at Parlange, the Larkin House, 
and at San Rafael.

"Kme. John’s Legacy" at New Orleans, c. 1727 (Fig. 9), 
was uhe first of the raised cottage antecedents found within
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Fig. 9" "Mme. John’s Legacy,n New Orleans, 
c. 1727 (Morrison, 1952).



the Deep South. The basement, at first built as protection 
against floods, soon became office and service area. This 
marks Louisiana as the source of one of the most important 
native forms of American architecture— architecture of 
materials indigenous to its locale and suited to its climate. 
At its construction, nMme. John*s Legacy" was a wilderness 
country structure, but it was later incorporated within the 
turbulent port city’s Vieux Carre (Laughlin, 1961, Prologue 
and p. 1).

Parlange, at Pointe Coupde Parish, 1750 (Fig. 10), 
represents Louisiana colonial at its finest and is the ante
cedent of San Rafael. The mansion was built by a French 
planter who became one of the first sugar cane barons of 
the bayou country. The raised-basement ground floor is built 
of brick, and the upper story is of cypress with a mud and 
moss interstice filling. The brick lower columns are topped 
by upper members of hand-turned wood as at San Rafael, and 
brick chimneys pierce the overhanging hipped roof (Kane,
1945, pp. 98-101; Morrison, 1952, p. 264).

The Larkin House, 1S34, at Monterey (Fig. 11), not 
only relates to San Rafael in profile, but like its desert 
follower, marked a distinct departure from the building 
heritage of its location.

In 1632, Thomas Oliver Larkin, prosperous and 
intrepid Hew England merchant, came to the Mexican province 
of California in search of a land where he could turn his

20
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Fig. 10. Parlange, Pointe Coup6e Parish, 1750 
(Kane, 1945).

, Fig. 11. Larkin House, Monterey, 1834 
(Morrison, 1952).
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enterprise into quick reward. This he did with dispatch. 
But before that, he built himself a house which changed 
California's dismal architectural idiom of single-story 
adobe structures to one of classical elegance (Kirker,
I960, p. 4)• (There is a similarity between Larkin and 
Cameron in both the substance of background and in their 
business acumen.)

The two-story Larkin House, 1834) was the first of 
its kind in California. Larkin’s introduction of heavy 
timber framing members of hewn redwood made this possible 
and also made fenestration flexible for the first time.
The house was built of adobe material, but was designed 
along classical lines; it is the first structure of . 
Georgian vocabulary in the territory. There is a central - 
hallway with rooms projecting from it, as in the southern 
colonial plan. This plan is followed at San Rafael 
except that the kitchen area terminates the hall at 
the rear of the house. The hipped roof lends the same 
all-sheltering quality as the roof of San Rafael. It was 
the first such roof in California and, if Larkin brought a 
new roof form and a classical vocabulary to California, so 
Cameron brought the same traits to southern Arizona.

Larkin may well have been inspired by the galeries 
and colonettes during his travels to North Carolina from 
1821 until 1831 (Chase, pers. comm., 1868). During that
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time he v/as exposed to the southern coastal building form
which was so suitable to a climate of heavy rainfall.
Larkin wrote of one Mexican custom which is observed at
the Mexican-influenced early ranch houses of southern
Arizona, particularly at Tanque Verde:

The Spanish-Mexicans cooked their food entirely out 
of doors and warned their houses by a pan of coals 
set upon the floor. Even after the interior fire
place was made part of the Monterey colonial culture, 
it was extremely uncommon outside of the provincial 
capital. It is clear that the simplicity of pro
vincial cooking, the mildness of climate, and a 
primitive building knowledge added environmental 
sanctions to an inherited Spanish prejudice against 
interior fires (Underhill, 1939, p. Hr)•

San Rafael resembles both Parlange and the Larkin 
House. All three bear the same upper story balcony and 
sheltering hipped roof. Delicate colonettes support the 
roof, while stronger columns of the ground story carry 
the galeries of Parlange and San Rafael (Figs. 12 and 13).

"Old Main, 11 originally the School of Mines at the 
University of Arizona, c. loS?, is still another example of 
the raised cottage style. Architect C. J. Creighton stated: 
"We sank the structure six feet below the surface so the 
ground itself would help support the building." The raised 
cottage style was highly appropriate here, for the broad ve
randas and high ceilings provided ventilation, there being no 
form of climate control then. Wooden railings and a tin man
sard roof with wide overhang lent a sophistication to the new 
campus (Fig. 14). Cowans (1964, p. 340) writes that:
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Fig. 12. Front Elevation, San Rafael, 1900.

Fig. 13. San Rafael, North, 1900.
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Fig. 14• “Old Main," University of Arizona, c. 16S7, Southwest.
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Far to the west, . . . cosmopolitan grandeurs could 
be emulated. One college after another erected 
those fine new towered, mansarded, gingerbreaded 
buildings beloved as the “Old Mains," dramatizing 
the new kind of American education . . . available 
to all.

Acknowledging that the raised cottage and its galerie 
is found in such diversified climates as Louisiana, 
California's coastal region, and southern Arizona, there 
arises a question about its suitability to so many loca
tions. Cowans (19S4 , pp. 44-45) states that although the 
style is traced from its inception in the West Indies, it 
appears that its foundation may as well be found in “habits 
of folk building which were common to early architecture all 
over the New World . . . and it can best be explained in 
terms of a common North European folk building tradition."



THE RANCH HOUSES
PART II



CHAPTER V

PETE KITCHEN RANCH HOUSE, 1856 

(SANTA CRUZ COUNTY)

"He was a rough charcoal sketch of a civilized man." 
Such is Frank C. Lockwood*s portrait of Pete Kitchen who, 
for over twenty-five years, held the only stronghold between 
Magdalena and Tucson. He and his men drove three oxcarts 
over treacherous roads to provide food to settlers at 
Tumacacori, Tubac, and Tucson. Pete Kitchen, a native of 
Kentucky, first settled at Tubac, but he was a farmer 
accustomed to natural water sources which were lacking at 
that ancient village. He found a flowing creek and a 
cresting hillock at the Potrero and, for $300, he bought 
1,000 lush acres. . . . "I, A. T. Garrison of Hermosillo, 
sell for sum of three hundred dollars . . . premises 
situated eight miles from Boundary Line called the 
Potrero . . .  on main road from Tubac to Magdalena"("Pete 
Kitchen Scrapbook").

But the land was not without its own price. For 
two hundred years the Chiricahuas had plundered, tortured, 
and killed the Mexicans and the Opata Indians in the valley, 
and when Pete Kitchen, with his wife and family, moved 
into their temporary adobe jacal (Figs. 15 and 16) in 1854,



Fig. 1 5. Pete Kitchen Jacal. Undated Photograph (APES).

Fig. 16. 1854 Jacal at Present.
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they knew that only a feudal barony could survive that 
lonely land. They gathered ten Mexican and Opata hands, 
trained them in defense tactics strong enough to outwit 
Cochise, and settled down to cattle and crop farming.
During that same year, the Mexican soldiers left Tucson to 
the Americans and moved south to Tubac. Fort Buchanan was 
established, so the area filled rapidly with eager settlers.

Pete Kitchen’s ranch produced potatoes, grain, and 
fruits. But he realized that the Americans coming into 
Tucson and the Santa Cruz valley could not tolerate the 
spiced Sonoran foods, so he raised the finest hogs possible, 
cured hams on the ranch, and transported them into Tucson 
(then many days away), as well as to army camps and nearby 
settlements. These were luxuries for Tucson, and windows 
displayed "Pete Kitchen Hams" as a welcome variety from 
Mexican beans. His lard, bacon, and ham were transported 
as far as Silver City, Hew Mexico (Lockwood, 192S, p. 79)•

Kitchen bought seven hundred head of Mexican cattle, 
and vaqueros drove them from Sonora to the Potrero; an 
ample year-round flow of water and miles of tall grasslands 
provided the finest grazing conditions for his herd. But 
in lS6l, the United States Government moved its troops away 
from Tubac to serve as Northern troops in the Civil War, and 
Fort Buchanan was closed, leaving the newly-settled ranchers 
totally unprotected. The Chiricahuas swooped down upon them, 
and where they did not plunder, Mexican bandits did. One
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by one, the families left until the Potrero was the only 
safe fortress between Sonora and Tucson. Pete Kitchen and 
his wife, Dona Rosa, determined to outwit all attacks and, 
defended by the men of their little garrison, continued to 
drive meat and grain into Tucson. Traveling only at night, 
they successfully guided the ox carts into town and turned 
their ranching and farm products into a highly profitable 
business.

Crops were good; he had twenty acres of potatoes; 
during the year he had cured fourteen thousand 
pounds of choice bacon and hams, and marketed five 
thousand pounds of lard at thirty five cents per 
pound. Sold produce . . . for about ten thousand 
dollars a year income ("Pete Kitchen Scrapbook").

The house at Potrero which was the headquarters for 
this enterprise is a pure example of a stronghold-fortress. 
Built in 1856 on the Sonoran Desert Floor, in the densest of 
Apache country, its style is one of natural treatment of 
materials and structure. The plan of the adobe building 
(Fig. 17) relates to the Mexican hacienda and to the con
tiguous room plan of the Governor*s Palace at Santa Fe 
(see Fig. 3). The dwelling contained three spacious rooms 
and was flat-roofed with a surrounding three- to four-foot 
parapet (Figs, lo and 19)• There were gun holes for firing. 
Constant surveillance was necessary and, during an attack, 
the defenders laid upon the flat roof, somewhat protected 
by the parapet. It has been stated that this "raised wall11 

was the earliest such construction in the territory ("Pete 
Kitchen Scrapbook"), but that is quite a broad assumption
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Fig. 17• Plan of Pete Kitchen House, 1#56.
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Fig. 18. Entrance (East) Facade (APRS).

Fig. 19. East Facade, Pete Kitchen House, at Present.
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and open to further investigation. The family often slept 
on the open roof during the warmer months. Frank Lockwood 
(1928, p. 7 2) mentions iron planks for further protection 
and it is assumed that these were laid across the surface 
of the roof to guard against flaming arrows.

In contrast to those of its nearest neighbor, Tanque 
Verde, the windows of the Potrero house are heroic in size; 
measuring sixty-three inches in length, they are set deeply 
within the twenty-one inch walls (Fig. 20). Fenestration is 
confined to the south and center rooms, there being no 
windows in the north or west rooms. The ceilings are 
fourteen feet high and beamed with pine square-hewn timbers 
(Fig. 21) which replaced the rotting cottonwood visas in 
1943• Floors were of dirt until, in 1900, concrete floors 
were poured. The rooms are fifteen feet wide, and those 
fronting the structure are thirty-six feet and twenty-two 
feet long, respectively. The south rooms open to form one 
long hall. The interior is painted white and the atmosphere 
is one of spaciousness with a quality of great strength 
arid simplicity. The length of the hall, the massive walls, 
the stark contrast of dark timber against white adobe 
render the interior similar in philosophy to that of the 
naves found in the Hew I-.exican mission churches, partic
ularly that of San Bstevan (1642) at Acoma.

Documentation discloses that there were three fire
places, but the pictures available show just two, one at the
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Fig. 20. Interior Door, West Wall.

Fig. 21. Interior, Pete Kitchen House.
Widely spaced pine beams replaced rotten 
cottonwood beams, 1943.



north end and one at the west side. The north fireplace was 
used for cooking purposes. That end of the house was used 
for living quarters. Sleeping quarters were in the south 
room.

A patio is formed by the extension of the northwest 
wing (Figs. 22 and 2 3). An adobe staircase was fixed and 
not of the ladder kind which could be lifted. This seems 
rather surprising in view of the fact that defense played 
such a strong part in the style of the house. Water was 
supplied by a well hand-dug and sixty feet deep, just inside 
the patio. Beyond the patio wall there was an adobe house 
for employes, also vats for rendering lard, smoke houses for 
curing of hams and bacon and the corrales (Lockwood, 1928, 
p. 72).

Women accomplished the spinning, weaving, and 
tailoring tasks while a blacksmith, saddler, and wagon- 
maker kept horses and carts in order on the semi-feudal 
estate. The commissary issued all supplies to the hands 
and to destitute travelers of which there were many in that 
trecherous land.

Pictures (1915 and 1924) (Figs. 24 and 25) show a 
shake-shingled hipped roof, and it can be presumed that this 
was added as Anglican embellishment in the 1900 remodeling, 
but Colonel Gil Proctor, the present owner, restored the 
flat parapeted roof in 1947.

36
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Fig. 23 . Northwest E l l
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The facade was originally flat, in pueblo style, 
but a portales and tile floor (Fig. 26) were added for 
comfort in the same year.

The house is now used as an Indian museum and 
serves also as Mr. Proctor’s office and residence. It 
remains a pleasing solution to the problems of desert de
sign, though its purposes are domestic and far removed 
from the original fortress-stronghold determinants.

When the railroad came to Tucson in 1SS0 , products 
were shipped in from larger cities and, competition being 
too keen, Pete Kitchen sold his ranch, in 1833i and moved 
to Tucson (Lockwood, 1923, p. 3l).



Fig. 26. Portales and Tile 
Floor, and North Extension Added.,
1947.



CHAPTER'VI

TANQUE VERDE MITCH HOUSE, 1662 
(PIMA COUNTY)

Upon a high plateau and midst a grove of saguaro 
cactus and manzanita trees rests the one-hundred-year-old 
Tanque Verde Ranch house. Surrounding fields of desert 
growth extend as far as the eye can see, with vistas 
stretching southward into Old Mexico. Approaching the 
main house, one sees the low and massive over-hanging roof 
which was added at the turn of the century to the original 
structure as Anglican ornamentation.

When first built by Emilio Carrillo, c. 1662, the 
house was single-storied, rambling, and L-shaped (Fig. 27). 
Its flat roof with parapet, or prestil, was replaced by the 
red-painted corrugated tin roof of today (Figs. 26, 29, and 
3 0), which formed a storage garret, and was reached by an 
outdoor wooden staircase. Attempt to remove the massive 
roof and return it to its original style has been impossible 
because the roof is too firmly anchored with spikes. The 
original flat roof of earth and mortar was sown with barley 
seed and sprinkled so that sprouts could grow for insula
tion; this practice stemmed from Emilio's Sonoran ex
perience (Converse, pers. int., 1966). A large window now

41
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Fig. 27. Plan of Tanque Verde, 1&62.

F ig .  2 8 . Tanque V e rd e , 1 8 6 2 .



43

Fig. 29• Tanque Verde from Southwest.

. W est F a c a d e , Tanque V e rd e .F ig .  30
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extends across the north end, the living room, but Emilio 
had built just one small window in that room and added one 
to his adjoining bedroom to the south. There were two gun 
ports in each of the four exterior walls and no fenestration 
on the east side. These gun holes were mere slits on the 
exterior but splayed inward within the twenty-three-inch 
thick walls to give the greatest possible firing range in 
time of siege. A now plastered doorway can be recognized 
at the south side of the room. The iron-bolted and hinged 
wooden door, just one inch thick, is still intact and, as 
are the new window frames, is painted a deep reddish brown 
which lends an aged and restrained quality to the total 
effect (Converse, pers. int., 1968). The living room 
floor, now tiled, was of dirt and was covered with rushes 
which were watered down each morning for cooling purposes. 
The windows, open at night, were heavily shuttered in the 
daytime to keep out the heat and the rays of the blistering 
desert sun.

The plastered walls extend to twelve feet. The 
ceilings, with fifteen open beams covered with smooth 
sheathing, formed the original roof. The dividing wall 
between the two rooms is again twenty-three inches deep.
The floor of the bedroom is->still laid with the original 
six-inch hand-hewn baseboards; this was the first such 
floor in southern Arizona (Converse, pers. int., 1968).



Across the beamed ceiling stretches a summer beam (Fig. 3 1) 
similar to those of llev; England Colonial houses.

There is now a mansanita portales of hand-hewn 
cratchets supporting branch-covered beams across the front 
of the structure, with a flooring of bricks, but these were 
added in the 1928 alterations. The original facade was 
flat in the pueblo style. A stone and mortar border eight 
inches high and eighteen inches deep was added at the same 
time because desert rats and squirrels had eaten through 
the original mud filling of the loosely laid rock foundation.

An ell off the north living room housed the kitchen; 
this is now incorporated within the present modern kitchen 
added in 1928, when Tanque Verde became a guest ranch. The 
east entrance led to the rear ramada where the ranch hands 
slept at night and stayed in all but the most severe 
weather. During inclement periods, they crowded into the 
bunk house which had been Emilio’s temporary shelter while 
building the main house. (This is found also at the Pete 
Kitchen ranch where the builder-owner constructed a tem
porary survival shelter while awaiting completion of a more 
sophisticated structure.)

Cooking was done for the hands in the patio in 
Mexican fashion, alfresco, in a stove of adobe brick. A 
wall-height chimney was needed for mesquite fires which never 
died. Three springs ran nearby, and one of these was 
channeled by Emilio to flow into the kitchen for “running 
water.“

45
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Fig. 31. Original Construction 
of Beamed Ceiling, South Room.



Adobe bricks (Figs. 32 and 3 3) were fashioned along 
side the springs. A wooden frame, adobero, eighteen inches 
by twelve inches by four inches, cast three bricks at a 
time. Laid on a level stretch of ground, the frame was 
raised and the bricks of mud, well mixed with straw, were 
left to dry. When firm, they were stacked in storage 
piles. A good Mexican workman (all the personnel of the 
ranch was Mexican until 1928 when James Converse bought 
Tanque Verde from Emilio Carrillo's son, Rafael) could lay 
one thousand of these bricks in a day's construction.
But equipped with just a plumb line, construction was often 
far from accurate and resulted in measurement discrepancies 
An example of this is seen clearly in the flooring of the 
John"Slaughter San Bernardino house.

Emilio Carrillo was born in Sonora, Mexico, in 
1841, and came to Arizona in l8$4* He first owned land at 
the Rillito Creek, but when the California Column moved 
into the Tucson area, the government took over that land 
for the newly formed Fort Lowell ("Rancho Tanque Verde,11 
1957)• Emilio then moved to the Tanque Verde valley and 
there built the one-room shelter of adobe brick later used 
as a bunk house. At this time, the ranch was called the 
Buena Vista.

Under the Carrillos, the ranch operated in an era 
of open range in which there was no fence to stop cattle 
or riders from the Agua Caliente Ranch to the Mexican



Fig. 32. East Facade, Original Adobe Brick 
Construction. 7

Fig* 33* Original Adobe Brick Construction. 
North Wall.
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border. The wagons of the Carrillo ranch joined those of 
the Empire Ranch to work cattle that ranged from the Avra 
valley to Lochiel (near Colin Cameron*s San Rafael Ranch) 
and beyond the boundary ("Rancho Tanque Verde," 1957).

Emilio's brand, one of the earliest in Arizona, 
was known as the gaucho brand with its three hooks of his 
combined initials, a backward E and a £.

Most of the corrales (Fig. 34) are the original 
nanzanita double posts interwoven with branches. The gates 
were of the largest trunks bored with three holes and with 
posts which ran through them horizontally. Four hundred 
cows (Wagoner, 1952, p. 41) were kept within immediate 
vicinity of the house, and the products not only supported 
the ranch with food but were sold in Tucson as well.

A fairly broad picture of life on these early 
ranches can be had by descriptions of the daily kitchen 
activities at Tanque Verde (Converse, pers. int., 1968).

The mesquite smoke lent a curious and pungent taste 
to the food. Coals were removed and bread baked within the 
ovens; frijoles bubbled in kettles and were always ready 
for returning cowboys, often a dozen at a time, who had 
ridden as many as fifty miles across the open range. There 
were earthenware frying pans, and bowls and gourds of 
mesquite logs, hollowed out by burning. Tortillas were 
baked on large steel sheets; meat was frequently pounded 
jerky in gravy and potatoes were always plentiful from the
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Fig. 34* Original Mesquite Corrales,
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thriving gardens. (As seen at Sierra Bonita and San 
Bernardino, the ranches v:ere mainly self-supporting, food 
being produced at the site.) Beef tallow formed the only 
fat, and the nearby cacti provided both jelly and cleansing 
substances (Converse, pers. int., 1968). Soap was made by 
pouring water over ashes through holes in a mesquite barrel 
for lye and then mixed with animal fat. Candles were made 
by dipping a length of twisted cotton repeatedly into wax, 
for no molds were to be had. For preserving meat, the 
beef was hung outdoors at night where it, in the exceedingly 
dry air, quickly acquired a crust and was rolled up for 
protection at dawn and stored in the cooler kitchen 
(Converse, pers. int., 1968).

During the Indian uprisings which were vicious in 
this area, the government provided guns and ammunition for 
protection, but there was equal danger from thieves and 
marauders searching for cattle, horses, or money stored on 
the premises. Emilio was known to have large sums hidden 
for years within the house. In 1904j bandits swooped down 
upon the household, overpowered the men, and tied Emilio 
to the summer beam in his bedroom, raising him until he 
nearly died. He did not disclose the hiding place for the 
money, v8$,000 in gold, placed beneath the hearth of the 
massive kitchen stove, and he never recovered from the 
shock of the attack (Progressive Arizona and the Great
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Southwest, 192S). Emilio died in 190S, the wealthiest 
Mexican person in Arizona (Obituary, 1908).

In the 192o alterations, James Converse added the 
north building alongside the ranch house and joined the two 
by a recessed office. The new structure is used for guest 
rooms and is similar to the original house in its flat 
roof and raised parapet (Fig. 35). The long corredor of 
thirty-one beams is supported by nine mesquite cratchets 
(Morrison, 1952, p. 152) and lends a low and massive ap
pearance which dominates the facade (Fig. 36). The 
corredor floor, added at the same time, is also of brick, 
like that of the main house. This structure is not stuccoed 
over, but the brick is exposed and all frames and doors are 
painted the same deep reddish-brown color. Tanque Verde 
now combines historical past with present luxury, and its 
pleasant living makes it one of southern Arizona’s most 
enjoyable guest ranches.
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Fig. 35. West Facade of 1928 Addition.

Fig. 36. Corredor of Mesquite Cratchets and Beams, 1928 Addition.



CHAPTER VII

SIERRA BONITA RANCH HOUSE, 1S?2 
(COCHISE AND GRAHAM COUNTIES)

Henry Clay Hooker (1828-1907)> son of a New 
Hampshire minister, left his severely religious home for 
California in 1853. He did not have the college education 
enjoyed by other members of his family and went into the 
mercantile business in Placerville. This ended tragically 
in 1866 when his home and place of business were destroyed 
by fire.

He bore the title “colonel," and some accounts 
credit his rising to the rank of colonel in the Union Army 
during the Civil V/ar, but this is not documented and the 
title may have been honorary (Hill, 1961, p. 12). He was, 
nevertheless, referred to as Colonel Hooker and became the 
first cattle baron of Arizona. He traveled to Arizona in 
about 1869 where he became a partner in a contract to supply 
beef to Camp Crittenden near the Mexican border. He drove 
4,000 cattle in from Texas and then became sole contract 
agent for the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the army posts.

During a cattle drive in 1872, Colonel Hooker came 
upon the massive cienerta (low valley) that is Sulphur 
Springs Valley. The spread of land which he homesteaded
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is thirty miles long and twenty miles wide, and broadens 
into a great valley which terminates near the Mexican border. 
He soon had 20,000 head of cattle grazing on the smooth, 
grassy plains of 384,000 acres, and began Arizona’s largest 
cattle ranch, the Sierra Bonita. Rains enriched the grasses 
in between the Graham and Galiu.ro Mountains (the other sides 
were dry and barren desert) so that the cattle flourished, 
and Hooker was soon traveling to every garrison in the ter
ritory to secure contracts for his beef. By 1885 there were 
30 to 40 men working the Sierra Bonita and 250 thoroughbred 
horses, the sires and dams being imported from eastern 
farms for fantastic prices (Richardson, 1935, PP* 340-341)•
In 1882 he introduced Hereford cattle to Arizona, and the 
”crooked H“ brand of 1869 remains the oldest brand in the 
state. The markets for the ranch were California, Chicago, 
St. Louis, New Orleans, and home trade (Elliott, 1384,
p. 232).

The Sierra Bonita is the oldest continuous working 
ranch in the state, but during the last twenty-five years 
the number of heads of cattle have been cut to 1200, and 
the land is used now for lettuce, maize, and sugar beet 
farming.

Colonel Hooker prudently gave cattle to the Indians 
to keep them peaceful. Nhile forty men were killed during 
a twenty-year period and an untold number of cattle stolen, 
m s  life was spared and the house proper was never attacked.
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Knovm throughout the western. United States, the 

Sierra Bonita was the inspiration for Augustus Thomas* 
play, Arizona: A Drama in Four Acts (New York City,
1899)• The ranch became the focal point for social activity 
of Camp Grant, just ten miles distant. Government officials, 
military figures, writers and artists, and scientists were 
entertained at the hospitable ranch house where Colonel 
Hooker observed eastern amenities, refused cowboy garb and 
expected jackets, vests, and ties when dining in his home 
(Hill, 1961, p. 14).

The ranch house is a hollow rectangle surrounding a 
courtyard forty by sixty feet (Fig. 37)• It was built in 
1872 and remains basically the same except for the recent 
addition of a lounge room to the north wing which is not 
considered here. The adobe walls are sixteen feet high and 
twenty inches deep— the length of two adobe bricks. The 
interior ceilings are twelve feet high and the roof is 
bordered by a parapet (Fig. 38) for protection in time of 
attack. The roofs slope slightly downward toward the 
courtyard.

Three sides of the house were without fenestration 
except for slits, just large enough for a gun barrel, along 
the northwest side. There is a large double gate, re
inforced with bolts and bars, and the southwest end of the 
courtyard is bordered by the carriage houses (Figs. 39 and 
4 0) for easy access to the horses. Hooker*s pride.
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Fig. 37* Plan of Sierra Bonita, 1S72.

Fig. 38* Parapeted Courtyard
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39• Carriage Houses (APRS).
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40. Carriage Houses at Present, South



In the center of the courtyard were both a well and 
windmill with adjacent water tower surrounded by grass, 
flowers and fruit trees which still remain. The well is 
covered and topped now by a violet bed. The windmill and 
water tower are gone, but the water supply still runs be
neath ground. There was also a root cellar within the 
courtyard. The surviving riven-shake roof (Fig. 41) covers 
the six-foot deep nortales which was originally "nicely 
floored" (Elliott, 1884, p. 232).

The kitchen, cowboy dining room and store room 
(pantry) were at one wing with the family dining room 
adjacent. In the present foyer-study is Colonel Hooker’s 
roll-top desk (Fig. 42) and in one of the bedrooms is his 
bed (Fig. 43) which he brought from New Hampshire. He 
attempted to furnish the fine home with the same elegance 
that would be found in the east. There was a fireplace in 
each room so that comfort could be maintained for all. 
Alongside the courtyard bedroom is a bath with the original 
decorative tub, the first in this valley (Cardon, 1962).

The adobe corrales were constructed of mud from a 
nearby Indian burial mound, and the low barn stands as it 
did with faded lettering "Sierra Bonita Ranch 1872" across 
the front (Fig. 44).

Elliott terms the style a Mexican hacienda plan 
(Elliott, 1884, p. 233)i but the house plan bears a 
similarity to that of the New England "hollow square" of
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Fig. 41* Shake Roof of Portales Surrounding Courtyard. 
Posts and bracket capitals are twentieth century additions.

Fig. 42. Colonel Hooker's Desk.
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Fig. 44» Original Barn.
Note faded lettering “Sierra Bonita, 1872.“
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medieval fortress and township planning (Gowans, 1964,
P. 72, and footnote on P. 76). It that Col°nel
Hooker duplicated the environment which he had known an 
New Hampshire, and logic leads us to believe that the entire 
style and philosophy of his fortress-home in the new an 
hostile land would also follow that of his Eastern origin.

The hollow rectangle finds its source in Vitruvius1 
Roman treatise in which he suggested a rectangular forum 
^ioh dimensions of three to two (Reps, 1965, P* 130)J this 
theory evolved throughout the Renaissance until it found 
Its Spanish source in Philip IIfs Law of the Indies, 1573, 
■̂ or the purpose of New World pre-planned towns • Colonnaded 
cloisters surrounding a greensward were found in monastic 
structures (Reps, 1965, p. 131), a solution not too distant 
^rom architectural solution of the Hispanic-American 
S2rredor and patio plan found in New Spain and the colonies
to the north.

In the British Isles, the hollow square plan at 
Londonderry was influenced by the Renaissance European towns 
and Christopher Wren devised such a plan for the rebuilding 
of London after its destruction in the fire of 1606. These
2hemes carried over to town plans for the British Colonies
"ePs, 1965, p. 15). Gowans (1964, p. 72) tells us that,

The medieval tvoe of garrison settlement around 
fortified "bawns" . . . was once a normal pattern for New England foundations. For New England was 
meant to remain “a chain of small townships rather 
like that of the Spanish presidios and pueblos in
the Southwest."
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A relative architectural form would enjoy the same 

aesthetics of such plan and also share its fortification 
advantages, known since the Roman Legions’ castra (Reps, 
1965, p. 32). It is not inconceivable to assume that such 
plans influenced Henry Hooker in his search for a solution 
for both great house and fortress. Either his Yankee 
heritage or a knowledge of the Spanish-American patio plan 
could have suggested to him this plan for his house.

Elliott (1884, p. 234) states that Hooker furnished 
the entire military department of Arizona with beef when he 
was partner with Hinds and Hooker at Fort Goodwin in 1866. 
Later, as supplier of beef with V/. B. Hooker and Company, 
thirty thousand head were required to fulfill the contract 
with the army in Arizona. In 1884, he contracted with the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to supply 900 head to the 
White Mountain Indian Reservation (Elliott, 1884, pp. 185 
and 298). There were a large slaughterhouse and market 
to supply the nearby military installations; Fort Grant was 
nearest to Sierra Bonita.

Elliott (1884, p. 232) explains the water supply:
A short distance from the dwelling house is another 
well, with windmill attachment, that fills a 20,000  
gallon tank. From this, water is conducted by iron 
pipes to the yards and stable back of the dwelling, 
and also furnishes water for the irrigation of 
garden and lawns. There are two large ponds which 
he has constructed . . . five living springs, two. 
wells and several cienegas, besides a large ditch, 
which brings the water across the valley constitute 
the supply. The ciene^a land extends for nearly 
ten miles along the valley, and is often over 
flowed for months at a time.



Drawings made for the Elliott book (Figs. 45 and 4 6)
are accompanied by the following legend:

In the corral, adjoining the house, there . . . box 
stalls for stallions, stable room for seventeen head 
of horses, a carriage shed and a harness room. These 
(corrals) are all for general stock purposes. There 
is a large corral for hay, three large paddocks for 
pasturing: a fine mill and a half-mile race track: 
a large blacksmith's shop. There is ample accomoda
tion for the employes. The poultry yard is extensive 
and contains all the choice breeds.

A pictorial documentation of the structures and functions of
the entire ranch may be seen in Figure 4 6. The courtyard
house, with well and windmill centered within the patio, is
at the far right. Adjoining the wing is a carriage house
with skylights, a surprisingly innovative solution to the
problem of lighting a building which had no fenestration in
its north wall.

The Eureka Springs Stock Ranch (Fig. 4 7) bears 
similar traits to those of the Hooker house in plan and in 
the joining of dependencies. Here, too, can be seen the 
plan and activities of a nineteenth century stock farm or 
ranch.
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It is admitted that, while much of the Hooker lands 
exist well below the Cochise County border, the house lies 
within the confines of Graham County. Apologies must be 
extended to Graham County, but a study of important southern 
Arizona ranch houses could hardly have been made without 
including this marvelous example!



65

hf1

Fig. 45• Detail of Figure 46. Facade, North
east, Main House.

Fig. 46. Sierra Bonita Ranch Drawing 
(Elliott, 1884).



Fig. 47. Eureka Springs Stock Ranch Drawing 
(Elliott, 1884).

Note the roof form which differs from that at 
Sierra Bonita.



CHAPTER VIII

SAN BERNARDINO RANCH HOUSE, 1886 

(COCHISE COUNTY)

In the early seventeenth century, John Slaughter's 
ancestors left Herefordshire, England, for the New World 
and settled, eventually, at Williamsburg, Virginia. Gener
ation by generation the family moved south and west until, 
in 1841j John Horton Slaughter was born at Sabine Parish, 
Louisiana.

The Slaughters early moved on to the San Antonio 
environs where John had his own herd of cattle at sixteen, 
and all three Slaughter brothers joined a Texas Cavalry 
Regiment of the Confederate Army in 1862. When the war was 
over, they went into partnership branding stray, unmarked 
mavericks, and bought and sold cattle, driving them over the 
future "Chisolm Trail" to the new Abilene and Dodge City 
markets (KcClintock, 1916, Vol. Ill, p. 6 ). From here the 
beef was shipped to the northern burgeoning cities of 
Chicago, St. Louis, and New York, and south to New Orleans.

John first came to Arizona driving great herds 
before him to supply the San Carlos Indian Reservation with 
beef ("John Slaughter," 1934)• He settled at the San Pedro 
valley, lured to the area by the discovery of gold in

6?



Tombstone in 1877• Both Slaughter and his wife, Cora Viola, 
made extensive cattle drives into Texas bringing long-horn 
stock back to their San Pedro valley ranch while Slaughter 
was sheriff of Cochise County.

Mrs. Slaughter, descendant of Daniel Boone and 
daughter of a pre-Civil War Mississippi riverboat captain, 
was no stranger to danger. But her memoirs reveal that she 
never stopped being filled with terror as she drove a buck- 
board, with her husband in the lead, rifle in hand and 
mounted upon his white horse, through the bandit infested 
mountain passes toward the San Bernardino ("Memoirs of Cora 
Viola Slaughter," 1937)•

In 1822 the Mexican government sold the entire 
tract of land, consisting of 73,240 acres, that was the San 
Bernardino to Lieutenant Ignacio Perez for the sum of (*>90. 
Perez had chosen the land for its water supply, an advantage 
which made the land as desirable then as now. The tract 
straddled the border, pouring over into Mexico, and was 
often thought to be the site of a Spanish-Mexican settlement 
two- to three-hundred years old. Pottery fragments have 
been found on the land, and there are extant architectural 
ruins on the site.

Mrs. Slaughter ("Memoirs of Cora Viola Slaughter," 
1937) spoke of "ruins of a Spanish fortress and walls of a 
Mexican hacienda." Allen Irwin, the Slaughter biographer
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may have been referring to this statement when he wrote 
that:

The San Bernardino has on it the ruins of a 
Spanish fortress where men of Spain’s king 
guarded the ranches of the New Soain frontier, and a crumbling hacienda of Mexican 
origin. ("John Slaughter," Allen Irwin 
Papers)

This writer searched available records for indication 
that such a structure ever existed, but none was revealed.
It is likely that there was only the mission of Jesuit days, 
and that Mrs. Slaughter was misinformed about the existence 
of a Mexican hacienda. Allen Irwin ("John Slaughter,"
Allen Irwin Papers) stated that "the Jesuits had founded the 
San Bernardino Mission . . . but were expelled in 176?•n 
The land was deserted until, in 1820, the petition was 
granted to Ignacio de Perez for "four sitios in the de
populated place of San Bernardino." There is no information 
about Perez’ ever having built on the land or that he even 
resided there. The land was later bought by G. Andrade . 
of Guaymas and sold to the Slaughters.

Slaughter cleared six hundred acres of the valley 
land, seventeen miles east of Douglas, for farming and im
mediately dug ten artesian wells some of which yielded four 
hundred gallons of water a minute. He transformed the desert 
into rich farm land, producing wheat, barley, corn, fruits 
and vegetables (McClintock, 1916, Vol. Ill, p. 16). The 
ranch soon became totally self-sustaining, a village in the 
desert sheltering those who served it. There were barns



and granaries, workshops and a blacksmithTs forge, a store, 
post office, and a school. No distinction was made between 
the family children and the numerous homeless ones— white, 
Negro, and Indian alike— whom the Slaughters sheltered.

The "big house" which John Slaughter built was of 
adobe over brick, rambling, with powerful roof form and 
numerous adjoining dependencies (Figs. and 49)• The 
compound of structures rests upon a rise which affords a 
command of the valley spread before it as far as can be 
seen. Just north of the house is a placid artificial pond 
which lends a pastoral quality unusually beautiful for the 
dry desert basin.

The original roof which was of imported cedar 
shingles (Fig. 50) is now of asbestos (1936 Williams reno
vation) and is a heavy, massive one. It lends a protective 
quality and completely dominates the structure. This house 
strongly resembles Slaughter’s Frio Town house (a bungalow 
with heavy roof line) in south Texas. Also, it could well 
relate to Louisiana farm house styles with its large 
veranda areas and broad hallway which bisects the numerous 
bedrooms. Ventilation and an air of spaciousness are lent 
by it along with an open-air quality not found in the pueblo 
adjacent-room plan of the Tucson area houses, Tanque Verde 
and Pete Kitchen.

Originally surrounded by a picket fence and bordered 
on the south by a broad porch the length of the house, the
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Fig. 49. Aerial View of House and Dependencies (APRS).
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structure is nov; surrounded by screened porches and covered 
by a four-sided water shed roof. John Slaughter's roof was 
gabled and extended the entire length of the house. There 
were four lathe-turned, square supports for the front 
veranda. Behind the house were structures vital to the 
existence of the ranch. In Figure 31, the natural stone 
building is west of the main house. This structure served 
as root cellar and meat storage facility. Inside, a bin 
is attached to the wall, three feet above the floor. This 
contained the meat and cheeses. Alongside the root cellar 
is the commissary-store building. Foodstuffs, yardgoods, 
leather pieces were sold to the ranch hands and their 
families, so that none was obliged to leave the community 
for provisions. Next to the store was the Mexican bunk 
house and last, was the Chinese cook's quarters.

The central hallway extends past the bedrooms and 
the living room. Because of its width (five feet), the 
hallway may well have served as a social area, although no 
documentation has been found to substantiate this conjecture. 
The bedrooms are all approximately twelve by twelve feet 
although no room is perfectly square. Edith Stowe's room 
had a northeast corner fireplace, but there was heat in no 
other bedroom. The dining room, the east half of the 
present living-dining room, held a table which seated 
twenty people and was the social focal point because of
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Fig. 51. Three Dependencies behind Main 
House (APHS).

Far left is rear of house; meat house is at 
left center; store house is at center; bunk house 
is at far right.
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lighting. Simply, there was one alcohol lamp on the table 
forcing all evening activity to take place there.

There is a nineteenth century china closet set in 
the wall next to the pantry. It, along with the diamond- 
paned window with cornice in the living room’s eclectic 
east window (Fig. 52), was added after the completion of 
the house, but that exact date is not known. The closet 
was built at the time of the addition of a bathing room 
off the kitchen. There was no indoor plumbing until long 
after the dates with which this investigation is concerned.

There are pine floors (Fig. 53) throughout the 
house, and the windows are six feet in length and. nine 
inches off the floor, with just four large panels of glass 
in each one. They were constructed, as was all wood con
struction in the house, with square nails. The kitchen is 
unusually large and served for all the ranch’s cooking 
purposes. Some hired hands were allowed to eat in the 
family dining room, but there was a Mexican-IIegro servants’ 
and cowboy dining area in the present pantry, between the 
kitchen and dining room.

Life on the ranch was hospitable but Spartan. All 
had responsibilities in the workings of the estate, and 
chores were not easy. In a fired kettle beyond the kitchen, 
Mrs. Slaughter made lye soap for scrubbing the wooden floors. 
She was assisted by the other women in preserving the farm



Fig. 52. Eclectic Window, Living Room. 
At left, cornice extends beyond frame.

Fig. 53- Pine-plank Flooring. 
Incorrect alignment of floor and wall.
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produce; vegetables, fruit, and cheeses were processed and 
stored.

Edith Stowe was secretary and ran the commissary. 
There was always a Chinese cook, for the Chinese, having 
come to work on the railroad, labored at any household 
task in order to earn the fare for return to their homes in 
China.

Chinese and Mexican families rented small acreage 
for gardens, thus maintaining parts of the land and providing 
another supply of produce. (This coincides with Colin 
Cameron’s theory of allowing squatters to farm parts of San 
Rafael because it was not deemed possible for one owner to 
maintain and occupy the entire spread.)

Creature comforts were few. As has been stated, the 
only evening light was at the dining room table. The only 
other lamp was in the hall, candles being used elsewhere. 
There were three meals a day, breakfast came just after sun
rise and beef was served at every meal (Parks, pers. comm., 
Jan. 31 and Feb. 1, 1969).

There is a strong feudal nature to this plantation. 
The ugreat house" welcomed all visitors and passersby. Work 
was hard for all, but security was there for even the least 
member of the village community. John Slaughter’s house 
(Figs. 54 and 55), built to shelter temporarily or for a 
lifetime, served its purpose well. The San Bernardino has 
been purchased by the Ramsower family of Tucson.
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Fig. 54- Plan of San Bernardino, 1336.

Fig. 55. Slaughter House at Present, Southwest



CHAPTER IX

BABACOHARI RANCH HOUSE, ISS?
(COCHISE COUNTY)

During the great cattle raising period of the 1670*3, 
the San Pedro valley savr some of the most extensive herds of 
the century. The San Ignacio del Babacomari ranch had a 
herd of thirty-six hundred head on a San Pedro tributary 
and, originating as a Spanish grant, constituted one of the 
finest ranches of the valley.

In 1632 Ignacio Elias and his sister Eulaila 
purchased 123,066 acres for $3&0. The land extended from 
the San Pedro River on the eastern border to the Canelo 
Hills and Sonoita to the west. The United States Court of 
Private Claims, however, allowed just 34,707 acres to be 
approved and, it is felt, that this became the Babacomari 
rangeland.

The impressive approach to the Babacomari ranch is 
reached after mounting a steep incline, passing through the 
gateway of the massive pink walls which trace the hillsides 
and surround the Brophy estate proper (Fig. 56). The 
original two-roomed stucco house (Figs. 57 and 58), dates 
from 1687 and is intact, but rooms were added in 1937 which 
enlarged it considerably. The two rooms are equal in size,
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Fig. 57• Plan of Babacomari, Idd?•

Fig. 58. Original House (Renovated)
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both being fourteen by fourteen feet square. There is a 
corner fireplace in the living room which originally had a 
dirt and later a floor of pine (Brophy, pers. comm., 1969). 
Rafters and heavy timber came from Charleston, Arizona, and 
were hauled up the Babacomari Creek. The rectangular style 
remains, with heavy walls and flat roof, completely un
adorned. An adobe outdoor fireplace is still alongside the 
east wall of the house and was used for cooking in the 
usually preferred Mexican method.

A foreman^ house (Fig. 59)? built in the early 
1920's, is directly east of the original ranch house. The 
house includes a basement for storage and remains as it was 
when constructed, except for the addition of a bathroom and 
rooms at the south end made in I960.

Materials for the house were brought by horse-drawn 
wagons, but in the 1880's and 1890's, bricks used for an 
early headquarters for the ranch were brought by train from 
the Los Angeles Pressed Brick Company. Some of these bricks 
have been reclaimed and are still used in the ranch construc
tion.

The present spacious Brophy house fulfills a phi
losophy of esthetics, but also provides surroundings for 
energetic indoor-outdoor living. Seated upon a hillside, 
the house commands a view of the Santa Cruz valley spread 
before it (Fig. 60), a man-made lake directly below the 
great house, and distant Kuachuca Mountains. Completed in
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Fig . 59. Foreman's House, East of Original Ranch 
House, c . 1920 . 

DEC 68 

Fig . 60 . Present San Ignacio del Babacomari, 
1941, South·west Facade. 
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1941j it is constructed of the finest materials; the red 
tile of the window sills, porch floors and parapets came 
from Nogales and are of a quality no longer made. The 
adobe bricks were made at the site as were all bricks used 
in any ranch construction since 1935. Cement has also been 
made since 1935 from Babacomari Creek sand, and the pale 
pink rock used in construction was taken from the surround
ing hills.

Mr. Brophy, architect of the pink stucco, single
story mansion, used an open oortales-patio plan with 
single line rooms to enjoy the greatest exposure to the 
natural beauty of the surrounding countryside and, yet, 
gain protection from the west sun by means of strongly 
walled areas (Brophy, pers. comm., 1969)• Clearly, the 
structure relates to the adobe idiom, not only because of 
the materials but also because of the beamed ceilings 
(Fig. 61) of the interior and the sense of mass throughout. 
There is the simplicity of exterior line, with free use of 
the parapet, oortales and exposed visas. Fenestration is 
sheltered from direct sun rays, and a patio plan is employed. 
The vocabulary is that of the Mexican-influenced Southwestern 
Indian idiom as in the Pete Kitchen and Tanque Verde houses, 
but here, the traditions are interpreted with an elegant 
hand and modern technology.



Fig. 6l. Lounge with Beamed 
Ceiling and Comer Fireplace.



CHAPTER X

FARAWAY RANCH HOUSE, 1883-1389 
(COCHISE COUNTY)

The ranch house at Faraway bespeaks its name. It 
rests at the foot of the Chiracahua Mountains whose tall 
pines and jagged, vertical peaks frame the profile of the 
house and shelter it from the reaches of the outside world 
(Figs. 62 and 63). The approach to Faraway is by winding 
desert road from Willcox. The house radiates a warm and 
hospitable charm accented by surrounding meadows of field 
flowers. Because of its one-mile elevation, the temperature 
range is considerably lower than that for the Sonoran Desert 
floor. While rainfall is greater at twenty inches a year 
than that for the lower desert at ten inches (Elliott,
1334, p. 106), the precipitation for the rainy seasons of 
July and August, and February and March, has decreased by 
several degrees.

Lillian Erickson Riggs, the present owner of 
Faraway Ranch, has said that “when the first settlers came 
to this valley, the grass grew so high that it brushed 
against a rider’s stirrups. The old springs are going dry 
and some of the wells, too . . .  as long as I can remember, 
it has been getting drier” (Steele, 1955, p. 132).
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Fig. 62. Faraway, Southeast.

Fig. 63. Exterior Staircase, South.



Neil Erickson and his bride, Emma, homesteaded the
land. They were among the first white settlers in the 
valley and the only ones of Swedish descent. Both had 
seen the land previously; he as a young soldier, and she 
as a governess from New Mexico,'and each had vowed to live 
in that beautiful part of the new territory. From his 
native land Erickson brought a heritage of craftsmanship 
acquired from his grandfather and, well-versed in carpentry, 
he practiced his trade carefully in the building of Faraway.

The house (Figs. 64 and 6 5) has grown from inception, 
from an adobe .jacal to a nineteenth century two-story, 
thirteen room ranch house of picturesque style. (Because 
a monument, mentioned later in this paper, was erected at 
the site of this encampment in l5Sl, it can be assumed that 
the quarters were constructed at some time previous to the 
year 1881.) It began as the quarters for the captain-in
command of an army encampment for defense of settlers 
against the terrorizing destruction of Geronimo. When the 
Chiricahua chieftain was captured on Sierra Bonita land in 
1886, the encampment broke up and the three-room adobe 
structure was abandoned.

In 1888-1889 Neil Erickson demolished the poorer 
rooms and kept the best of the three intact. Needing more 
water than a nearby fresh stream (which is still running) 
could provide, Erickson dug a well behind the remaining 
room (Fig. 66). The soil from the excavation was used to
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Fig. 64* Plan of Faravjay, Ground Floor.

Fig. 6$. Plan of Faraway, Second Floor.



Fig. 66. Back of House and 
the Well Dug by Erickson.
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reinforce the upper parts of the walls of the room until 
they were nine feet in height; bare rock was laid on to 
increase their depth to twenty-eight inches (Fig. 6 7).
The entrance has become the present doorway into the 
adjoining kitchen.

Cypress poles were cut for the roof and these 
were covered with bear grass thatching and, again, covered 
with a layer of sand for protection against fire in the 
event of Indian attack. As in the case of other houses 
considered, Faraway remained vulnerable to attack by out
laws even after the threat of Indian warfare had ceased to 
exist, and defense mechanisms were needed in most structures. 
Faraway’s style as it evolved by 1918 appears more domestic 
and less protective though than that of either San Rafael 
or Sierra Bonita, both of which were started at approx
imately the same time. The sand covering also afforded 
insulation against mountain winds and the rays of the sun 
so that the room, remained cool and could be used for cold 
storage. It is still in such use today.

The present kitchen and living-dining room was 
added to the store room: bedrooms were added above. The 
narrow, winding, enclosed stairway which, because in its 
ascent completed a full circle, meant that all treads be 
winders and, therefore, exceedingly steep. The floors 
are of 1our-inch-pine planks— hard wood was too exoensive 
and too difficult to obtain to be used at Faraway.
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Fig. 67. Interior of c. I8dl
Room.

This room was basis for Faraway- house.



Neil Erickson utilized three carpentry and building 
manuals in constructing Faraway, but the titles and authors 
are no longer known. He practiced his carpentry in Bisbee, 
Willcox, and at Fort Hauchuca, and for his work he ordered 
the finest tools from specialty houses. He made his own 
elaborate chest for his tools and "built this house to 
last" (Riggs, pers. int., 1968). Illustrated are the door 
(Fig. 68) which leads from the dining room to the kitchen 
and the adjacent wall cabinet and china closet (Figs. 68 
and 69). The doors were saved from construction work done 
in V/illcox and were later added as an embellishment.

The porches of both stories were added and plumbing 
was installed in renovations completed in 1924-1925• Also 
at that time, the "Garfield fireplace" (Fig. 70) was built 
into the west enclosed porch. After the assassination of 
President Garfield in 1881, the soldiers of the encampment 
erected a monument of rocks in his honor on which were in
scribed either the name or initials of each man of the 
company. The monument was in poor condition by the time of 
the 1924 renovation, so Lillian Riggs had it transported to 
the enclosed dining porch, then under construction, and 
used it to build a fireplace. The monument was twelve feet 
square at the base which was three feet in height and had 
an offset of eighteen inches.

There is still no central heating for the house; 
space heaters are used throughout. Originally, a log-burning
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Fig. 68. Dining Room Door and 
Cabinet.

Fig. 69. Dining Room China Closet.
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stove v/as used for heating— fires were banked nightly during 
winter weather. The stove stood three feet off the floor 
and v:as about twenty by fifteen inches, with sliding doors 
of isinglass and a removable top. Plumbing was added in 
the 1924 renovation.

Asbestos shingles cover the hipped roof; three 
dormer v/indov/s provide ventilation for the attic, reached 
by stairs and partially floored for storage use, and an 
exterior stairv/ay with balustrade (Fig. 71) lends a 
picturesque quality and sense of craftsmanship to the 
charm of Farav/ay (Riggs, pers. int., 1965).

In philosophy Farav/ay is strongly related to the 
colonial "grov/ing houses” of Nev: England which expanded 
from a one- or two-room dwelling and developed, according 
to the needs of the inhabitants into a clustered form.
Here, though, the additions are contained within a block 
plan and have not taken on the New England form of ells 
or wings (Morrison, 1952, pp. 52-54)•

After this study was completed, a photograph of 
Faraway v:as discovered before the addition of lime stucco 
and Yfhile the adobe bricks v:ere still exposed. The door- 
ways and vjlndov/s were framed with darkened timbers and the 
roof was constructed of riven shingles. Except for being of 
dark-stained wood, the staircase v/as much as it is today.
The use of indigenous Indian-Kexican material combined with 
an American wood construction resulted in a curious blending

V
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Fig. 71. Dormer Window and Exterior Staircase



of two heritages. The house, in that state, was personal 
and distinctive and should be considered an important mid
way point in the development of construction between the 
early Spanish-pueblo idiom and the late nineteenth century 
form.



CHAPTER XI

SINGING VALLEY RANCH HOUSE, 1900 
(COCHISE COUNTY)

The Singing Valley Ranch (c. 1900) of ten thousand 
acres stretched along the rolling hills and rich pasture- 
lands of the eastern Santa Rita slopes. Its terrain is far 
different from that of the low-lying desert locations of 
the Pete Kitchen and Tanque Verde ranches. The original 
house, a turn-of-the-century structure of two modest rooms 
is typical of many of the early ranch houses. Of adobe 
brick with thick walls and dirt floors, it was made in
finitely more pleasant than the desert houses by its being 
surrounded by a thick grove of evergreen trees and lush 
foliage. The temperatures are consistently lower than 
those of the desert floor and rendered life far more com
fortable. Its setting in cool green forest is enchanting.

The concept of the house, that of the adobe idiom 
as adapted by the Spanish-Mexican builders, resembled the 
jacal, the first house of the Tanque Verde and Pete Kitchen 
ranches. Simple in design, it still bore the mass of line 
of the more pretentious structures. The plan was L-shape, 
with the long room a dining-living room twelve by eighteen 
feet and the ell, the bedroom which measured twelve by
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twelve feet. The walls were twenty inches thick; the roof 
a flat covering without parapet. Fenestration and entrances 
are not recorded, but it is assumed that these were of ex
treme simplicity (Thurber, pers. int., 1968).

The natural growth is now so thick that it was 
difficult to get a picture of the original structure. How
ever, part of the house (Fig. 72) is visible from behind a 
.sheltering tree.

The ranch has been owned and operated by Mr. Harold 
B. Thurber of Bay Shore, Long Island. It is the seat of 
some of the finest Hereford cattle in the state. Singing 
Valley has recently been sold to the william Porters of 
Haverford, Pennsylvania.
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Fig. 72. Singing Valley, c. 1900, South.



SAN RAFAEL RANCH HOUSE, 1900 
(SANTA CRUZ COUNTY)

Colin Cameron (1849-1911) ranks with H. C. Hooker 
of Sierra Bonita as a powerful pioneer of the Arizona 
cattle industry. The nephew of Secretary of War James 
Donald Cameron (Wayland, 1964, p. 1) and son of a po
litically prominent and prosperous Pennsylvania business
man, Colin Cameron had already established himself as a 
successful estate manager in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
before arriving in Arizona in 1882.

"The railroads had reached deep into the farthest 
corners of the west, land was cheap, and the rise of cities 
skyrocketed the demand for beef11 (Wayland, 1964, p* 4).
Such were the conditions which attracted enterprising 
Easterners to make their way West to stake a claim, buy a 
land grant, and fight drought, Indians, loneliness, and 
marauders in hope of making a quick fortune in the ter
ritory fs cattle ranching. Some of the adventurers were 
poor, struggling farmers who tried only to better them
selves; but there were also established gentlemen backed by 
powerful investors who came to further their fortunes.
Colin Cameron was among the latter.

CHAPTER XII
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Cameron contracted to buy the Rancho San Rafael de 

la Zanja, a Spanish grant situated between the Hauchuca and 
Patagonia Mountain ranges. The land crossed the border into 
the Mexican State of Sonora and covered over 600,000 acres 
(V/ayland, 1964» P* 9)»

In 1SS4 Colin Cameron (Cameron Papers; Cameron to
Fulford, Sept. 15» 1884) wrote:

I came here and stumbled on to the purchase of a 
Ranch that was selected by United States Army 
Officers as the finest in all this country in 
years long gone by— but from which the Apache 
drove the ranchers and settlers since lc21— up 
to the spring of 166*3 when in April the last ones 
were killed on the Range. . . . vie have a track 
of country thirty or thirty-five miles wide by 
fifty long. . . . It is a principality.

There is a letter in the collection which mentions 
structures at San Rafael. The first described seems similar 
to the house shown in Figure 73. The letter is undated, so 
we cannot determine whether the house was a building extant 
when Colin Cameron bought the property or whether it was an 
early building which he constructed for his use. The letter 
was included in the "1664" file of the Cameron Papers and it 
is conceivable that the building described therein was in 
existence when Cameron saw the land. The description 
states:

The ranch house is a low affair about twelve feet 
wide and one hundred long where kitchen and all 
men live. This house is an adobe with four rooms 
ten by twelve each, high ceilings, roughly built . . . 
like this (’‘San Rafael Cattle Company,1' letter from 
S.A.H./not further identified/ to unknown, undated).
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Fig. 73. Undated Kinder Collection Photograph.
This may be the original ranch house described in the 

letter from "S.A.H."
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A sketch drawn on the letter shows a house of three con
tiguous rooms with a fourth room extending from the center 
section. The structure shown in Figure 73 could be that 
house.

Figures 74, 75, 76, and 77 are assumed to be 
photographs of the 1&VS8 11 new ranch house" about which 
Brewster Cameron (brother of Colin and secretary for the 
San Rafael Company) wrote in the following letter:

Our old ranch house is about six miles north 
of the Mexican line . . . the headwaters of the 
Santa Cruz River. Here a well was dug, years 
ago, for domestic purposes. The old house is in 
the very center of the Santa Cruz Valley on low, 
flat ground.

Four miles 5.2. of the old house some mining 
men built a substantial adobe house . . . cost 

• not less than $1,250 . . . two or three years 
ago. Brother will move into the new ranch house.
He expects his wife here in a few days and wants 
to move . . . before she comes (Cameron Papers;
Brewster to Senator Cameron, Sept. 11, 1838).

Figures 75 and 76 are reproductions of photographs 
from the Roskruge Collection donated to the Arizona 
Pioneers' Historical Society. They are marked "Cameron." 
George Roskruge was in the field as Deputy Surveyor and 
Surveyor General from 1874-1897• During that time Roskruge 
photographed southern Arizona minutely and, in all likeli
hood, recorded the Cameron ranch so identified here.

Figures 73 and 77 are reproductions of photographs 
in the Kinder Collection of Cameron family pictures and 
appear to be of the same house as seen in Figures 75-



106

Fig. 74. San Rafael "Hew Ranch House" (Kinder 
Collection, Undated).

Fig. 75. San Rafael, 1888 (APHS).



107

Fig. 76. Gable End (APRS).



San Rafael and Dependencies,
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and ?6. It seems conclusive that this is the house which 
Cameron built before the arrival of Mrs. Cameron in 188S 
and which burned in January, 1900.

This house is not incongruous with the country or 
folk architecture of Colin Cameronrs native Pennsylvania. 
Rectangular in plan and of great size, the house is con
structed of the indigenous adobe material. The photographs 
clearly document the building stages of the house by the 
addition of the surrounding porch and the finishing of the 
chimney cornices. The stucco is fresh in Figure 77, and 
the porches are not yet added, indicating that this is an 
early picture of the house. It appears that the service 
wing (assuming that this is an attached dependency for 
services and for the hired hands1 quarters) was an original 
and integrated part of the house.

Of eighteenth century Pennsylvania country houses, 
Morrison (1952, pp. 517-518) states that "stone walls were 
often covered by a coat of smooth stucco" and that "service 
wings projected at the rear of houses and were attached at 
a corner in order to leave an open vista from the central 
hall and back door to the garden." v.Te cannot know Cameron's 
building philosophy that he applied to this house, but 
there is a great similarity to that of his native state.

The finished colonnaded porch, which encompasses 
the entire structure, rests upon strong supports. This 
raised porch seems an embryo of Cameron's later ideal, and
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reflects a lessening of pioneer hardships. There is a sug
gestion of classical form in that window is over window, 
or window is over doorway; the ends seem to be pierced 
geometrically. No steps are apparent, but perhaps they are 
hidden by the fruit trees.

The Arizona Republican (’'San Rafael Ranch House,"
January 7, 1900) states;

The home ranch building of the San Rafael Cattle 
Company at Lochiel was destroyed by fire. . • *
The loss was total and must have been heavy, for 
the structure was large, well finished and hand
somely furnished.

The Arizona Republican ("San Rafael Ranch House,"
November 10, 1900) states that:

. . . Cameron is building the finest ranch house 
ever seen on a cattle ranch. It is three stories 
high and contains thirty rooms. The house is 
equipped with modern conveniences, heated by 
acetylin gas, water is provided by storage tanks 
and carried throughout the house. . . .

The mansion of California redwood and brick (baked 
at the site) is three-storied and covered with a powerful, 
all-encompassing hipped roof (Figs. 7o and 79)• The ground 
floor is raised four feet above grade on an eight-foot base
ment. A wide veranda surrounds most of the ground floor, 
and the impressive gabled roof, supported by colonnettes. 
is pierced by six dormer windows and four rectangular 
chimneys with double cornices.

The pine for the flooring was cut on the surrounding 
land and the bricks were baked in the home kiln; redwood 
was cut from north California forests and floated down the



I l l

Fig. 7 9 . Redwood Door, Ground-floor Bedroom.



Colorado River as far as Yuma. From there, the redwood logs 
were transported by mule team to the site (Sharp /present 
owner/, pers. int., 1969)* Were it not for the fact that 
the Santa Cruz River flows northward, the logs could have 
floated downriver, close to the site.

A wooden staircase ascends to the spacious veranda 
(Fig. SO) which provides ventilation for the ground floor 
and lends protection from the elements. The exterior is 
embellished by brick arch windows, herring-bone cross 
framing, post and beam and lap and finger joints and other 
construction forms. The ground floor galerie is supported 
by heavy brick pillars. Entrances are at the south, west, 
and north sides of the ground floor. Entrance into the 
basement from the exterior is made at the east end.

The extremely wide and well lighted (natural 
lighting from fenestration and second-floor skylight) 
hallway extends nearly the length of the house. It is 
terminated by the living room and study areas at the south
west end of the house. The ceiling reaches a height of 
over ten feet, and the spaciousness allows the hall to be 
used as a sitting room as well as a receiving hall. There 
was originally wainscoting throughout, with a chair rail, 
and molding eleven inches from the ceiling, but this decor
ation has since been removed.

The strong relation of San Rafael (Fig. Si) to the 
French Colonial style of Parlange (c. 1750) (Fig. S2),
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Fig. #0. Veranda, North
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■ AN NAPABL RANCHV - r - 6*

Fig. 81. Front Elevation, San Rafael, 1900.

Fig. 82. Front Elevation, Parlange, 1750.



Pointe Coupee, Louisiana, is recognised when the sealeries, 
fragile colonnettes, supporting brick piers are compared• 
Ground-story walls and columns are of brick, as are those of 
San Rafael, but upper-story walls of cypress and clay differ 
in material. Its calorie circles the house, and slender 
colonnettes support the sheltering hipped roof.

Parlange and San Rafael join the Larkin House at 
Monterey to terminate the evolution of the raised cottage 
style. The profiles are similar in line and stem from the 
careful blending of West Indian tradition with a delicacy 
of French style, which has resulted in a distinct American 
style all its own.

"Old Main" (c. 188?) bears a striking resemblance 
to the other raised cottages. Its mansard roof, colonnettes, 
encircling galerie, long windows and air of spaciousness 
(Fig. 83) are traits seen in each of these High Victorian .... 
mansions.

In designing San Rafael (Fig. 84), Colin Cameron may 
have been inspired by a High Victorian family mansion (Fig. 85) 
in Pennsylvania. A photograph of such a mansion has appeared 
in the Kinder Collection in which there are photographs of 
just three houses. One is of Lochiel— the Cameron home to 
which Colin retired in Tucson— the alleged first-house which 
burned, and this massive home. It is probable that the 
mansion was of singular importance to the family and that
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Fig. S3. "Old Main" (c. iggy).
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Fig. S5* San Rafael, North.
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the photograph is of either a Cameron home or one which 
Colin knew well (Kinder /granddaughter of Colin Cameron/> 
pers. int., 1969).

The veranda is not raised as is its counterpart,
San Rafael (Fig. 54), but there are dormer windows and four 
chimneys and heavy roof form which could have provided in
spiration for a man who aspired to build the finest possible 
"Eastern" home in a desert land.

There is one register in the hallway as outlet for 
the basement furnace. This is the only heating element in 
the house, except for the eight wood-burning fireplaces of 
brick and the recently acquired electric wall heaters in 
the bathrooms.

The impression of great sheltering quality of the 
house is increased with the realisation that all ranch 
hands were quartered within the premises, as well as the 
five members of the Cameron family. The ground floor 
(Figs. 56 and 5?) contains six bedrooms, the master bedroom 
being immediately to the left of the entrance. Its door 
and the side of the fireplace are seen in Figure 79-

In the kitchen is a very long table for the family 
dining, and in an adjoining alcove the vaqueros and hired 
help took their meals.

The bathrooms, which Mrs. Florence Sharp (the 
present owner and daughter.of Colonel William C. Green



Fig. 86. Plans, Ground Floor. 
1/8" = I'-O".

Fig. 5?. Ground-floor Door, Transom
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who bought San Rafael in 1909) states were among the 
earliest in the Arizona territory, are still furnished with 
the original elaborate Victorian bath tubs, an elegance of 
note in a desert home♦

The upper floor is lighted by the gabled dormer 
windows (Figs. 88 and 89) and consists of four large bed
rooms and a bathroom. Spacious storage areas flank the 
bedrooms and fill the corner areas formed by the overhanging 
roof.

The lower ground floor (Fig. 90) expresses, most of 
all, the total self-sufficient aspect of the house and its 
protective character. The vaqueros and servants slept 
there. One storage room served as the ranch store, and 
here the supplies were weighed out to each man and his 
family. All the supplies were stored down stairs: meat,
vegetables (Fig. 91), coal (the fireplaces were originally 
coal burning), guns and ammunition, leather goods in
cluding saddles. Every necessity for the subsistence of 
ranch personnel was kept there. Today, meat is still 
stored in the cool of the plastered rooms (Fig. 92). A 
reservoir for an interior water supply (Fig. 93) was in the 
center of the basement hallway, but this is now covered.

Provisions were sent to the ground floor kitchen 
by dumb-waiter. The lower floor rose just four feet above 
ground, and small windows provided the only light and
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ig• o9. Detail of Double Dormer windows
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Fig* 90• Plans, Lower-ground Floor. 
1/S11 = I'O".

Fig. 91. Root Cellar Wall Con
struction, Lower-ground Floor.



Fig. 92. Plastered Room, Lower- 
ground Floor, window Frame on Iron 
Strap Hinges.

Fig. 93• Covered Reservoir, 
Lower-ground Floor.
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ventilation, and made excellent firing positions during 
time of attack by either Indians or marauders.

A barn and shop enclosure (Fig. 94) was built about 
the time of the great house. There are rows of stables 
within the massive barn, facilities for leather goods manu
facture, and a blacksmith’s shop. At right angle to the 
barn is the machine shop, still filled with nineteenth 
century equipment.

For scouting stray cattle or poachers, Colin 
Cameron built a “captain’s walk" with balustrade off the 
east end of the third floor. But situated upon the highest 
rise of the valley, the veranda served as an excellent 
lookout over the entire valley floor.

San Rafael exemplifies the combined disciplines of 
over-all protection against the elements and intruders, 
and the esthetics desired by the wealthy rancher who had 
no desire to relinquish his Eastern comforts and scale of 
living while endeavoring to amass a fortune and create a 
new and adventurous way of life in the booming young cattle 
industry of the Arizona territory.
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Fig. 94- B a m  Enclosure North 
of Great House.



CHAPTER XIII

CONCLUSION

Each of the eight houses documented was visited; 
photographs were taken of the site, the house and its de
pendencies. Such investigations provided the primary source 
material which was augmented by interviews with the builders 
descendants and by correspondence with them. Much of this 
correspondence disclosed patterns of living previously 
unrecorded.

Secondary material was found in the University of 
Arizona Library and in the files of the Arizona PioneersT 
Historical Society. The files disclosed new dating for some 
of the houses and added to the architectural history of the 
structures. The investigations resulted in a study of each 
house and provided for conclusions which were drawn from the 
amassed material.

A constituent building material found in all the 
houses was adobe. With one exception, the adobe brick 
material was used, and most of the designs were patterned 
after the Indian-Spanish-Kexican idiom. The exception is a 
house of purely American profile with a consciously applied 
compositional, geometric and detail vocabulary, a post
industrial type as compared to the pre-industrial indigenous 
vernacular of adobe (Rapoport, 1969, pp. 7 and 6 ).
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The first survival shelters, or jacales, were built 

of materials at hand and of the profile observed in the area. 
At Peter Kitchen’s Potrero and at Tanque Verde, a .jacal was 
constructed to shelter the builder until a permanent structure 
was erected. The appearance of the first shelter was that 
of a one- or two-room hut of sun-dried bricks, with flat 
roof and wall, small windows (where any existed at all), and 
the simplest of doorways. Limited materials and lack of 
technology precluded the builder’s surpassing this basic 
shelter in .jacal construction. But it was a surprisingly 
successful solution to the problems of great diurnal tem
perature, incessant winds blown across desert lowlands, and 
maximum solar radiation. At Faraway an extant jacal was 
incorporated within the house proper. The jacal at San 
Rafael was not only far more sophisticated than other 
original structures, but it was a finer house than the 
permanent buildings at some of the ranches documented. This 
study showed the ways in which the builder confined himself 
to local tradition and how he modified the structure to his 
own needs and within his own tradition.

Emilio Carrillo brought from his native Sonora an 
architectural tradition which could best cope with the cli
matic extremes and limitation of materials. However, other 
builders, exposed to solutions different in tradition from 
those native to southern Arizona, adapted to these sur
roundings and these circumstances. They reconciled their



heritage to site and climate and constructed permanent 
houses of simple beauty and adequate function.

The dating of the houses indicates some variations 
in design. There were few Americans in southern Arizona 
before the l870*s. Then, after the arrival of the railroad 
in 1880, Americans came in hordes and instead of absorbing 
the traditions of the Indian-Spanish-Mexican, they forced 
their own heritage upon the natives (Hoover, 1935, p. 24S). 
The obvious result of the arrival of the railroad was that 
building materials could be sent from any source or manu
facturer in the country to the site. Mo longer were 
builders confined to indigenous materials. San Rafael is 
the first and only example of construction in which 
materials were shipped to the site from great distance.
Each of the houses was built at the site of a water supply; 
running springs were immediate to the house, or wells were 
dug within the confines of the patio or the structure it
self.

The Pete Kitchen house, the oldest of the buildings 
documented, remained within the Indian-Mexican tradition in 
materials and in contiguous room plan. Tanque Verde was 
also of this plan and was built of native materials. The 
roofs of both houses were parapeted, but Pete Kitchen's 
house differs from that of its neighbor, and from its own 
heritage, in that it has unusually large windows.
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Henry Hooker’s Sierra Bonita, with its rectangular 

form, may have been inspired by either his New Hampshire 
heritage of the hollow square of town planning, or by the 
Hispano-Mexican tradition which he may have encountered in 
Mexico, California, or Arizona.

The outstanding characteristic of the San Bernardino 
house is its massive, overhanging roof which lends a pro
tective quality to the rambling structure. There are three 
dependencies which, with the main house, form a cluster of 
unified buildings and which contribute to a plantation 
philosophy. The water supply consists of artesian wells 
and running springs. The introduction of a large central 
hall with extending rooms departs from the contiguous room 
plan and results in a greater separation of living areas 
from the more sophisticated plan.

Faraway’s carpenter-builder lent a craftsman’s 
quality to the structure. An exterior wooden staircase and 
balustrade, interior pine flooring, and wood cabinet work 
presented an American appearance further removed from the 
adobe idiom. A picturesqueness was imparted in the de
parture from the fortress philosophy of other houses 
documented. Oral history holds that marauders were not an 
influencing factor in this part of the territory, and this 
is borne out in the profile of the house.

San Rafael, the last to be built, was clearly the 
finest and, by far, the largest and most sophisticated of
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the structures investigated. Three-storied and containing 
thirty rooms, it combined an application of esthetics and 
fortification in a raised-cottage style. Brick arched 
windows, redwood and brick materials, a massive gabled roof, 
an encompassing veranda and extensive hallways which nearly 
bisected both the ground and second floors marked the mansion 
as one in which esthetics were consciously applied in the 
design. The lower ground floor basement, the location of 
the water supply; provided for separation of owner and 
servant and for the necessary fortification for the estate 
against marauders.

The paucity of material available precluded extensive 
consideration of the Babacomari and Thurber .jacales other 
than the fact that both are within the two-room adobe idiom 
of those early and primitive structures.

An evolution can be traced from the Indian-Spanish- 
Kexican form with emphasis upon the courtyard and a feel for 
light and shade, thick-walled protection and simplicity of 
line to a sophisticated American style with Picturesque 
Eclectic profile and technological advances.

The philosophy of San Rafael compared with that of 
its counterparts in that it, too, provided protection from 
" glaring sun, winds, and the threat of man; but it did so by 
new and more sophisticated means. The determinants were the 
same; the solutions of the houses accomplished similar re
sults and presented different but equally successful 
profiles of territorial houses.



GLOSSARY OF SPANISH-AMERICAH TERMS

adobe: sun-dried mud brick; American— either a material
or a style

adobero: form box for molding clay bricks
casco: headquarters
casa de campo: farm house
casa de pueblo: town house
case grande: great house
cienega: swamp land, marsh
corrales: corrals, enclosed pens
corredor: covered walk, cloister around a patio
encomienda: semifeudal system designed to exploit both

land and inhabitants: royal land grant including 
Indians peopled there

estipite: sculptural ornamentation in the form of an
inverted pyramid

fachada: facade of structure
hacienda: estate, large farm of cultivated land
jacal: adobe hut
mesa: plateau, table-land
palacio: palace
patio: courtyard
peon: farm hand, unskilled labor
placita: open loggia
portal: entrance
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portales: covered walk, cloister around a patio
presidio: fortress, garrison, military outpost
prestil: parapet
pueblo: town, village of common people, specifically

referring to American Indian
rancheria: group of huts
reja: grate, wrought iron grille
sitio: four leagues of land
torrejon: tower
viga: beam or rafter
visita: outpost visited by priests for religious services
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