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PREFACE

Whipped by the winds of "manifest destiny" the 
United States entered a war with Spain in 1898. Victory 
transformed the American Republic from a continental to a 
world power and domestic politics became increasingly 
progressive. The dynamic era was a highly romantic one and 
the prevalent spirit of the new imperialism was perhaps best 
epitomized by Theodore Roosevelt and the Rough Riders whose 
valiant charge up San Juan Hill during the Spanish-American 
War captured the imagination of the American people. A 
grateful nation venerated the Rough Riders and at least two 
of its leaders attained high political office. In 1901 
Theodore Roosevelt ascended to the office of President of 
the United States and in less than a year, he appointed his 
comrade, Alexander 0. Brodie, to the position of Governor of 
Arizona Territory.

Brodie, a West Point graduate, had come to Arizona 
as a young man and had fought in the Indian campaigns of the 
1870's. He later resigned his military career and became 
a civil and mining engineer in Yavapai County where he soon 
rose to prominence. By 1898 he had become an influential 
mining and ranching entrepreneur and an aspiring Republican 
politician of minor note. Sensing that war with Spain was 
inevitable he conceived the idea of a volunteer cavalry and
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promptly organized a fighting force which became the Arizona 
contingent of the Rough Riders. By virtue of his military 
instruction, Brodie became the military backbone of the 
organization. Whether destiny or coincidence produced the 
meeting of Roosevelt and Brodie, the two men discovered in 
each other a mutual affection that lasted a lifetime. Their 
comradeship during the Spanish-American War was the most 
important factor in Brodie1s later career. It ultimately 
led him to the governorship of Arizona Territory.

The purpose of this thesis is to provide a study of 
the life of Alexander Oswald Brodie, with especial focus on 
his administration as Governor of Arizona Territory from 
July 1, 1902 to February 14, 1905. It is hoped that by so 
doing, a segment of Arizona's past will be better understood 
and thus appreciated. A more thorough study of Brodie1s 
life was envisioned, but the lack of materials limited this 
project. Of the manuscript collections consulted, the 
Papers of Theodore Roosevelt proved especially valuable. 
Correspondence between Brodie and George Smalley, his 
private secretary, and James H. McClintock, a Rough Rider 
comrade and later Arizona state historian, was most helpful. 
Government documents and Territorial newspapers comprised . 
the major source of information for the study of Brodie1s 
administration.

I would like to thank Dr. Harwood P. Hinton, 
director of this thesis and a truly fine teacher, for his
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assistance and encouragement. His continued confidence has 
proved a major source of inspiration. I am also grateful to 
Dr. Paul M. Maginnis, whose tutelage and example has left an 
indelible impression in my quest for knowledge. Special 
gratitude is extended to my mother, whose struggle against 
oppression has yielded an example for life.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
ABSTRACT...........................................  vii
CHAPTER

I. A VARIED WESTERN CAREER ..................... 1
II. GOVERNOR OF ARIZONA TERRITORY ..............  34
III. 1903: YEAR OF DECISION, ACHIEVEMENT,

AND STRUGGLE...............................  65
IV. CHALLENGE, TRIUMPH, AND REWARD ..............  97
V. A NEW ARMY CAREER AND RETIREMENT............  129

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................. 150

vi



ABSTRACT

Born in 1849, Alexander Oswald Brodie had wealthy 
parents. Graduating from West Point in 1870, he commenced 
a varied western career. Lieutenant Brodie fought Apaches 
in Arizona, Nez Perce in Washington, ranched in Kansas, 
mined in Dakota, and returned to Arizona in 1884, a civil- 
mining engineer. Brodie soon became an influential mining- 
ranching entrepreneur. In the Spanish-American War, he 
organized and led the Arizona contingent of "Roosevelt's 
Rough Riders." In 1902, President Roosevelt appointed his 
cherished comrade, Alex Brodie, governor of Arizona.

Brodie1s administration, characterized by honesty 
and integrity, ranks among the Territory's most significant. 
He opposed misappropriation of funds, secured fiscal 
responsibility, supported labor, increased Arizona Ranger 
effectiveness, and removed politics from education. Upon 
his recommendation, Roosevelt and Laguna Dams were secured 
and admittance of Arizona and New Mexico as one state was 
prevented. Brodie enjoyed universal press support and 
worked harmoniously with democratic legislatures. In 1904, 
Brodie gained control of the Arizona Republican party and 
delivered a Roosevelt-committed delegation to the national 
convention. He resigned in 1905 accepting a War Department 
position. Subsequently, he served as Adjutant General in
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the Philippines, Dakotas, and California. Colonel Brodie 
retired in 1913, settled on a New Jersey estate, and lived 
as a gentleman-soldier until death in 1918.



CHAPTER I

A VARIED WESTERN CAREER

On May 4, 1898, more than two hundred men climbed 
aboard a train at Prescott, Arizona, with shouts of farewell 
from several thousand citizens ringing in their ears. 
Organized and led by Alexander O. Brodie, West Point 
graduate and Indian war veteran, this group was the Arizona 
contingent of the First United States Volunteer Cavalry 
Regiment, which was being raised for service in the war with 
Spain. A week later the Arizonans reached San Antonio,
Texas, where they reported to the regimental commander, 
Colonel Leonard Wood, and began their training. By virtue 
of his extensive military experience, Brodie received the 
commission of major of the regiment soon to be called the 
Rough Riders. Here he also met Lieutenant Colonel Theodore 
Roosevelt, who would play an important role in his life in 
the years ahead. The Spanish-American War was short, and 
by fall Brodie had returned to Arizona. Upon becoming 
President, Theodore Roosevelt did not forget his Rough Rider 
buddies, particularly Alexander Brodie. On July 1, 1902,
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2
he appointed his esteemed friend the Governor of Arizona 
Territory.^

A Scotsman by heritage, Alexander Oswald Brodie 
enjoyed a background of wealth and prestige. He was born 
in the town of Edwards in St. Lawrence County, New York, on 
November 13, 1849, one of four children of Joseph and 
Margaret (Brown) Brodie. His father was an influential 
citizen of St. Lawrence County, the largest and northernmost 
county of New York, and held several local elective offices. 
Young Brodie attended the local public schools and commenced 
his collegiate instruction at St. Lawrence University, but 
soon received an appointment to the United States Military 
Academy at West Point. Admitted with a group of thirty- 
three young men on July 1, 1866, he graduated on June 15, 
1870, twenty-seventh in a class of fifty-eight. A tall, 
thin man standing five feet ten and one-half inches, Brodie 
had deep-set, penetrating blue eyes and dark hair. In 
later life, he invariably wore a well-trimmed yet drooping 1

1. H. Charles Herner, The Arizona Rough Riders 
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1970), pp. 12-13, 24, 36, 40, 54, 217-18, 220-21. Harlan Charles Herner cites 
Alexander O. Brodie as the first to take direct action in 
raising a volunteer cavalry for action in Cuba. Virgil 
Carrington Jones, Roosevelt's Rough Riders (Garden City, New 
York: Doubleday and Co., 1971), pp. 182-88, credits Roosevelt 
with the initial conception to raise a volunteer force of 
cowboys and western men. Confirmation of Alexander 0. Brodie 
as Governor of Arizona effective July 1, 1902, Conqressional 
Record. 57 Cong. 1 Sess., XXXV (1902), 5115, 5436.
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2mustache. His appearance suggested both dignity and 

character.
Second Lieutenant Brodie received orders in October 

of 1870 to join the First Cavalry Regiment stationed at Camp 
Thomas (Camp Apache) in East-Central Arizona. After a short 
leave, he went west, arriving at the frontier post in 
January of 1871. At Thomas, the government was attempting 
to settle the Coyotero (White Mountain) Apaches near the 
camp. There was a strong citizen feeling against the 
Indians and many clamored for their extermination. It was 
imperative that the various bands be moved onto reserva
tions. During 1870, Brevet Major General George Stoneman, 
commanding the newly created Department of Arizona, had 
urged the Apaches to locate near military posts, where they 
would not be bothered by prospectors or settlers. Here also 
they would be given food and encouraged to plant crops and 
become self-sufficient. Those hostile groups who refused to 2

2. Herner, Arizona Rough Riders, p. 15. A His
torical and Biographical Record of the Territory of Arizona 
(Chicago: McFarland and Poole Publishers, 1896), pp. 485- 
86. Register of the Graduates (1802-1965) of the U. S. 
Military Academy, 1965 (West Point, New York: West Point 
Alumni Foundation Inc., 1965), p. 259. George Washington 
Cullum (comp.). Biographical Register of the Officers and 
Graduates of the United States Military Academy (9 vols.; 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin and Co., 1891), III, p. 153. 
Alexander 0. Brodie to E. A. Townsend, Adjutant General, 
August 14, 1870, Register of Enlistments in the U. S. Army 
1798-1914, Vol. LXXVIII (1873-84, AC), Roll 41, Microcopy 
233, Records of the Adjutant General1s Office [RAGO], Record 
Group 94, National Archives [NA].



come had been warned that the military would take action 
against them.

In mid-May, several months after Lieutenant Brodie 
reported at Camp Apache, an Indian flare-up occurred. 
Hostilities began when a neighboring Apache band attacked 
the post herd and fled into the mountains. While the 
renegades were at large, Brodie was ordered to take a small 
detachment and scout from Camp Apache to Camp Grant. On 
June 24 his party was ambushed on the trail. Brodie was 
wounded and eight of his fifteen troopers fled in fear.
With those remaining, the young officer successfully drove 
off the assailants and escaped. His gallantry and bravery 
earned the congratulation of his post commander, Brevet 
Colonel John Green, and the personal commendation of 
Secretary of War William W. Belknap.^

By early winter Brevet Major General George Crook, 
who had replaced Stoneman, had organized his forces to 
campaign north of the Gila. This punitive operation was 
soon suspended, however, by the arrival of Special Indian 
Commissioner Vincent CoIyer. Advocating peaceful means of 
relocation, Colyer created several civil reservations and 
assigned Indians to them. But depredations continued, and

3. Cullum, Biographical Register, III, pp. 153-54. 
Joseph David Medinger, "History of the Camp Apache Indian 
Reservation, 1871-1875" (M.A. Thesis, The University of 
Arizona, 1968), pp. 28-35. John Myers Myers, "A Rough 
Riding Governor," Arizona Days and Ways. May 6, 1956, pp. 
10-11.
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Crook again planned a campaign to drive the hostile Apaches 
onto the reservations. However, once again, his orders were 
suspended. General 0. 0. Howard now arrived with special 
powers to settle the Indians. Howard made an earnest 
attempt to resolve the Indian problem, but peace did not 
come to Arizona.

Crook finally launched his expedition against the 
Apaches on September 25, 1872. He chose the harsh winter 
months knowing the Indians would be unable to find food in 
the mountain country. He organized three military columns, 
each with Indian scouts and a pack train, and assigned the 
commands to special zones. Leaving his headquarters at 
Fort Whipple, Crook came to Camp Apache. Here in early 
November, he instructed Major George M. Randall to start his 
operations from that post, with C. E. Cooley as chief of 
scouts. Lieutenant Brodie was given the onerous task of 
enlisting Apaches for scouting purposes, and organizing and 
drilling them to work with the army. During the winter 
campaign which lasted until April 1873, he took the field 
with two cavalry companies and a group of scouts. Severely 
punishing the hostiles within reach, he forced several bands 
to surrender at the army posts. Crook's methods proved 
highly successful. For meritorious action in the field, •
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General Grook recommended Brodie for a brevet propotion to

4the rank of first lieutenant.
While at Camp Apache, Brodie served as quartermaster, 

post adjutant, and adjutant in charge of scouts. A trained 
engineer, he also supervised the construction of the first 
permanent buildings at the post. However, all was not 
military drudgery for the young officer. Years later in an 
article in the Tucson Post. Brodie reminisced fondly about 
the good times he had at Tucson during the Christmas 
holidays. In the article, Brodie rationalized that life on 
the frontier was hard, and hence, indulgence in diversions 
was justifiable. This acknowledgment of the vices as well 
as the virtues of mankind was an important factor in molding 
his character.

On April 29, 1873, Brodie's company joined several 
others of the First Cavalry in a transfer to Walla Walla in 
Washington Territory. He marched from Camp Apache overland 
via Santa Fe to Pueblo, Colorado, where he and his men took 
the train to Kelton, Utah and from there to Walla Walla. As 
in Arizona, the army in the Pacific Northwest was seeking to 
settle the Indian tribes on reservations and maintain peace 4

4. Martin F. Schmitt (ed.), General George Crook: 
His Autobiography (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1946), pp. 162, 167-69, 175-76. John Gregory Bourke, On the 
Border with Crook (New edition; Chicago: Rio Grande Press, 
1962), pp. 176-78. Historical and Biographical Record, p. 
486. Effie R. Keen, "Arizona's Governors," Arizona His
torical Review. Ill (October, 1930), 15-16.
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between the settlers and the Indians. Brodie was stationed 
at Fort Walla Walla on the Columbia River for over a year. 
Then on August 25, 1874, he was made regimental adjutant and 
sent to First Cavalry headquarters at Benicia Barracks near 
San Francisco, California. The following March, he applied 
for and subsequently received an extended leave of absence. 
While visiting his family home at Edwards, New York, he 
learned that he had been promoted to the rank of First 
Lieutenant. He returned to duty at Fort Colville,
Washington Territory, in March of 1876.^

Alexander Brodie married Kate Reynolds, the 
eighteen-year old daughter of A. V. Reynolds of Sterling, 
Illinois, on May 26. He probably had met her on his 
previous duty assignment at Fort Walla Walla, for she was 
a resident of the neighboring town of Walla Walla. Assigned 
field duty away from Fort Colville, Brodie applied to 
Captain Moses Harris on July 16, for a transfer to another 
command. The petition was denied. The two men apparently 
had a difference of opinion or conflict of personality. 
Almost a year later, the Brodie1s were blessed with a 
daughter whom they named Kate H. M. L. Brodie. Their 5

5. Historical and Biographical Record. p. 436. 
Alexander 0. Brodie, "A Soldier's Christmas In Old Tucson," 
in The Tucson Post. December 17, 1904. Cullum, Biographical 
Register. Ill, pp. 153-54. Lieutenant Colonel W. L.
Ellicott to Townsend, April 1, 1875; and Brodie to Townsend, 
June 14, 1875 and April 18, 1876, RAGO.
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happiness turned to tragedy, however, when Kate Brodie died 
on March 26 at Colville of complications resulting from 
childbirth. Grief-stricken, Brodie took a short leave of 
absence, and on June 9, tendered his resignation from the 
Army, to take effect on July 31, 1877. Again Harris 
intervened. He requested that Brodie's resignation be 
delayed until Brodie had paid his debt to Mary Kinslore and 
Lieutenant George Bacus. Brodie owed Mrs. Kinslore, a Fort 
Colville hospital matron $160, and Bacus of the quarter
master's office $80.^

In mid-June, while waiting at Portland, Oregon, for 
his resignation to be approved, Brodie learned that an 
Indian war had erupted along the Salmon River in Idaho 
Territory. The Nez Perce Indians under Chief Joseph had 
initiated a rebellion. They were being coerced to relo
cate on a reservation and forfeit most of their tribal lands 
situated in Western Oregon and Washington, and Eastern Idaho 
territories. General 0. O. Howard, who had been directing 
the relocation operations, set out in pursuit of Chief 
Joseph and his tribe as they retreated east, heading for the 
Canadian line. Excited over this turn of events, Brodie 6

6. Historical and Biographical Record. p.. 487, is 
the only work that mentions Brodie's first marriage. Cullum, 
Biographical Register. Ill, pp. 153-54. The Army and Navy 
Journal. XIV (April 28, 1877), 615. Moses Harris to 
Ellicott, July 16, 1876; Brodie to Adjutant General, June 9, 
1877; Harris to Assistant Adjutant General [AAG], Department 
of the Columbia, September 23, 1877, RAGO.
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immediately requested that his resignation be deferred and 
that he be ordered to join his regiment. His request 
granted, he resumed duty with the First Cavalry in the field 
in Idaho, and took an active part in the ensuing campaign. 
Later, he was assigned to conduct Indian prisoners to Fort 
Canby in Washington Territory. While in Idaho pursuing the 
Nez Perce, he was informed that his infant daughter Kate had 
died on July 21. Receiving a leave, he left Lewistown for 
Walla Walla to bury his daughter. In a period of less than 
three months, he had descended from the pinnacle of happi
ness to the depths of despair. Brodie, however, accepted 
the personal tragedy in a stoic, formal manner. On 
September 30, he learned his resignation was approved and

7returned east. 7

7. Alvin M. Josephy, Jr., The Nez Perce Indians 
and the Opening of the Northwest (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1965), pp. 520-21. Special Orders No. 92, July 9, 
1877, RAGO. Cullum, Biographical Register. Ill, pp. 153-54. 
The Armv and Navy Journal. XV (September 1, 1877), 63. 
Telegram from Brodie to AAG, September 5, 1877, Department 
of the Columbia, RAGO. There is much speculation regarding 
Brodie's resignation. George H. Smalley, Brodie1s private 
secretary while he was governor, stated in his book, My 
Adventures in Arizona (Tucson: Arizona Pioneer's Historical 
Society, 1966), p„ 114, that Brodie inherited a large sum of 
money from his family. The New York Times, in an article 
on Brodie on August 7, 1898, stated that he resigned his 
commission in the fall of 1877 to engage in business. The 
New York Times of Hay 12, 1918, indicated that he resigned 
to return East because of the ill health of his mother.
All of the above mentioned factors are true, but a glaring 
omission is the probable influence of the deaths of his 
wife and daughter.
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While he was living at his boyhood home at Edwards, 

New York, his mother, Margaret Brodie, died in 1878, 
bequeathing him a large sum of money. Deciding on a new 
career, he went west to Greenwood County in Southeastern 
Kansas and entered the cattle business. These were boom 
years in Kansas and many people were trying to make fortunes 
in cattle, land, and wheat. Brodie apparently prospered 
with cattle, for he remained thus engaged until 1883. Then, 
closing out his interests, he headed for the Black Hills in 
Dakota Territory and there briefly invested his talents and 
money in the new gold mines.

Feeling the tug of army life, Brodie enlisted on 
August 6, 1883, as a private in Company M, Sixth Cavalry, 
at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. His enlistment was brief. 
Sent to Fort Bowie in the Chiricahua Mountains in South
eastern Arizona, Brodie on February 4, 1884, was discharged—  
according to the military records at his own request. In 
later years, Thomas H. Rynning, a Spanish-American War 
comrade, declared that Brodie had taken offense at an 
officer's remarks about a certain lady. He assaulted the 
officer and as a consequence faced a court-martial. Rather 
than have the lady's name mentioned at the trial, Brodie 
ostensibly requested and received a discharge. Rynning 
intimated that the stigma of the event haunted Brodie for 
many years, and only after the intercession of friends in 
high places was the record cleared. No documents have been
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located that substantiate the above contention. The post 
returns of Fort Bowie make no mention of the conflict. They 
do indicate, however, that three men were discharged in 
February of 1834, "for other causes11 than expiration of

gservice or disability.
Brodie remained in Arizona and secured employment as 

an engineer with the Walnut Grove Water Storage Company near 
Prescott. By virtue of his training at West Point, he was 
ideally prepared for a career in hydraulic mining. The 
Walnut Grove Company was owned by Henry S. Van Buren, a 
wealthy Wall Street investor who had expended $750,000 on 
the construction of a large earthen dam on the Hassayampa 
River, which furnished water to Van Buren1s other holdings 
including a nearly completed service dam located fifteen 
miles downstream from the primary dam, and extensive mining 
and cattle interests. Altogether, he had investments 
totaling well over a million dollars in the Prescott area. * S.

8. Historical and Biographical Record, pp. 486-87. 
William F. Zornow, Kansas: A History of the Jayhawk State 
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1957), pp. 156, 165- 
66. Statement of the Military Service of Alexander O.
Brodie, RAGO. Thomas H. Rynning, Gun Notches The Life 
Story of a Cowboy-Soldier (New York: A. L. Burt Co., 1931), 
p. 318. Few accounts mention Brodie1s 1883 enlistment and 
discharge in February of 1884. James H. McClintock, a good 
friend and later Arizona State Historian, in his Arizona: 
Prehistoric— Aboriginal — Pioneer and Modern (3 vols.; Chicago
S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1916T~f II, pi 513 stated that 
Brodie resigned in 1884 to take up the work of a civil 
engineer. Post Returns, February, 1834, Fort Bowie, Returns 
from U. S. Military Posts 1800-1916, Microcopy 617, Roll 
130, RAGO [University of Arizona Film 1801 ].
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While working for the Walnut Grove Company, Brodie 

obtained a leave of absence to work on a federal geological 
survey. Because of increasing interest in Western irriga
tion , Congress in October of 1888 appropriated funds for a 
geological survey of the arid lands of the Trans-Mississippi 
West. Brodie was one of several Western engineers appointed 
to work with a hydrographic commission of the survey headed 
by Major John Wesley Powell. In June of 1889, he was 
stationed temporarily at Denver, Colorado, and then joined 
a party which went to 21 Paso, Texas to evaluate the water 
supply of the Rio Grande River basin. However, within a 
month word came that Congress cut the appropriation for the 
arid lands survey, and eliminated the hydrographic work.
Brodie resigned his position and returned to his position ingArizona.

Brodie soon was promoted to Chief Engineer and 
Superintendent of the water storage company. Van Buren 
elevated the engineer because labor unrest and rising 
criticism of the New York directed managerial staff was 
causing trouble, and he believed Brodie could handle the

9. Historical and Biographical Record. p. 487. 
Tucson Arizona Daily Star. February 25, 26, 1890. Prescott 
Weekly Journal-Miner. August 28, 1889. Eleventh Annual 
Report of the U. S. Geological Survey, 1889-1890, Part II, 
Irrigation (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1891), 
p. 53. Prescott Journal-Miner. June 26, July 31, 1889. 
Wallace Stegner, Beyond the 100th Meridian (Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 1954), pp. 337, 414, 438.
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responsibility. Much of the trouble stemmed from the fact 
that the chief engineer was rarely present to direct the 
operation. After Brodie was named superintendent the unrest 
and criticism rapidly dissipated. In August of 1889, he 
submitted a report to the Yavapai County Board of Super
visors on the subject of water storage in Arizona. In the 
report, Brodie displayed valuable insight on the subject of 
irrigating arid lands. He described the Walnut Grove dams 
and the main reservoir in explicit detail and noted that the 
water was being utilized for both hydraulic mining as well 
as irrigation. The success of irrigation in Arizona, he 
said, depended on water storage, and he suggested sites on 
the Verde and Salt rivers, Tonto Creek, and the Gila River. 
It was Brodie1s opinion that nearly all of the land of 
Arizona could be reclaimed by a proper storage system.

On February 18, 1890, Brodie, Van Buren, and the 
capitalist's young daughter, left Walnut Grove for Phoenix 
to purchase and ship machinery for hydraulic mining opera
tion. As the weather was rainy. Van Buren1s niece, Mary 
Hanlon, remained behind at the company headquarters near 
the dam, as did Robert Brown, an engineer who was acting 
superintendent. In his report the previous summer, Brodie 
had stated that the main reservoir could fill about this 
time of year from the winter snow run-off, but apparently

10. Tucson Star. March 6, 1966. Prescott Journal- 
Miner . August 28, 1889.
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there was no alarm when he left. Shortly after midnight on 
February 20, Brown and his friend, a Colonel Hunt, while 
standing on a nearby hill, began anxiously watching the 
water rise in the reservoir. The lake normally contained 
an eleven-hundred acre impoundment at an average depth of 
sixty feet behind the dam, which stretched for four hundred 
and ten feet. The water soon spilled over the one hundred 
and ten foot high dam, falling in a cataract behind the 
structure. Then at 2:00 a.m., the cable helping anchor the 
tower on the dam snapped, and in a matter of seconds, the 
edifice had distintegrated. A wall of water eighty feet 
high roared down the Hassayampa canyon, ripping apart the 
secondary dam fifteen miles downstream.

The roar of the main dam's collapse was deafening. 
At the company headquarters, Mary Hanlon roused her maid, 
Hannah McCarthy, and the two women fled for their lives. 
Feeling that she must save some personal possession, the 
maid suddenly returned to her quarters and was drowned.
With several other survivors, Mary Hanlon climbed the banks 
of the Hassayampa on both her hands and feet to save her 
life. Heavy rain and snow delayed the arrival of a relief 
party from Prescott, headed by Sheriff William (Bucky) O. 
O'Neill. When Brodie reached the canyon on February 27, 
thirty-nine people were dead. The vast majority of victims 
were company employees. As late as 1916, bodies were still 
being recovered from the river and the count eventually
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exceeded seventy. The collapse of the Walnut Grove Dam was 
one of the greatest disasters in the history of Arizona.

With his storage company in ruins, Van Buren left 
for New York. Brodie agreed to handle the company business 
and defend the firm against anticipated lawsuits to recover 
unpaid debts. Several months passed, however, before the 
claims were pressed. In mid-September of 1891, Brodie went 
east to New York to consult with Van Buren. Counseled to 
enlist support among prominent citizens for the impending 
court action, Brodie came back to Prescott and apparently 
did his job well. Writing on October 22 from New York, Van 
Buren stated that he had heard from influential friends the 
company was in an advantageous position. He was glad to 
hear that public opinion was with them, and that they had 
strong support. On October 20, Brodie appeared in district 
court for the Walnut Grove Company. The plaintiff was the 
Farmer's Loan and Trust Company of New York which was 
threatening foreclosure. Before the case progressed very 
far. Farmer's Loan decided to drop its suit. The court 
appointed Brodie as receiver to settle debts. He retained 11 * * 14

11. Tucson Star. February 25, 26, 1890. Prescott 
Journal-Miner. February 24, 26, 27, 28, 1890. "Reminis- 
censes: Genung Family," Dan B. Genung Papers, Arizona 
Historical Society [AHS], Tucson, Arizona. J. H. Parkman,
"Hassayampa Dam Disaster— 1890," Desert Magazine. XVIII
(November, 1955), 11-12. In The Arizona Rough Riders, p.
14, Herner states in error that Brodie was no longer 
affiliated with the company when the dam broke in 1890.
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his position as superintendent of the water company and its 
subsidiary mining interests, and made plans to rebuild the
dam. He also began privately investing in mines in Yavapai
_ ^ 12 County.

About this same time, Brodie also became involved 
in the Arizona National Guard. The Sixteenth Territorial 
Legislature in 1891 passed an act authorizing the formation 
of the National Guard of Arizona. Governor John N. Irwin 
appointed Alexander Brodie to the rank of colonel because 
of his stature as a West Point graduate and man of extensive 
military experience and made him the first commander of the 
Arizona Guard. Brodie organized, equipped, and drilled the 
guard into a respectable territorial force. As commander of 
the First Infantry, Brodie was especially concerned with 
marksmanship. He served only a year, however, tendering his 
resignation on May 11, 1892. The new Governor, Nathan Oakes 
Murphy, accepted the resignation with reluctance. "I regret 
this action very much," Murphy stated, "and I hesitate to 
accept your decision . . . .  I have felt such confidence in 12

12. Henry S. Van Buren to Brodie, September 12, 
October 22, 1890, November 18, 1891, Alexander O. Brodie 
Papers, Arizona Historical Foundation [AHF], Arizona State 
University, Tempe, Arizona. Summons to appear in court 
issued to the Walnut Grove Storage Company by the District 
Court, Fourth Judicial District, October 20, 1891, AHF.
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your ability and experience that it is very disappointing to

13me that you decline to serve longer."
Brodie's resignation may have been personally as

well as politically motivated. By heritage, he was Scottish
and possessed a suspicious attitude toward the Irish— and
Murphy was Irish. Also, he had become active and popular in
Yavapai County business circles, and his obligations with
the Guard may have interfered with his private interests.
Brodie was actively promoting the mines in Yavapai County.
On July 28, 1892 he prepared a technical report on the Seven
Stars Group of Mines, which the Walnut Grove Company owned,
and advertised the mines in the major Eastern papers. These
activities not only enhanced Brodie's reputation in local
mining circles but also proved valuable in attracting

14Eastern capital to Arizona.
On September 20, 1892, the Yavapai County Republi

cans held a convention in Prescott. At the convention 
Brodie's name was submitted for the office of county 
recorder and he received the nomination by acclamation. 13 14

13. McClintock, Arizona. II, p. 526. Nathan Oakes 
Murphy to Brodie, May 16, 1892, Brodie Papers, AHS.

14. Brodie to William Loeb, private secretary to 
President Theodore Roosevelt, December 3, 1905, Series 1, 
Reel 61, Theodore Roosevelt Papers, Library of Congress 
[LC], which appears on University of Arizona Film 1672. In 
this letter Brodie stated his distrust and dislike of the 
Irish. McClintock and Smalley hint at a conflict between 
Brodie and Murphy, but there is no evidence to support this 
as of 1892. Alex O. Brodie, Report Upon the Seven Stars 
Group of Mines, July 28, 1892, Brodie Papers, AHS.
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Energetically campaigning for the recorder's office, which 
carried a two year term, he appeared at receptions and 
social gatherings and discussed with reporters his solutions 
to county problems. Both the Republican and Democratic 
parties applauded his interest in wanting to get the leaking 
Prescott water reservoir repaired, and in encouraging the 
attraction of capital to the Yavapai County mines. To 
enhance his image at the polls, Brodie announced that he had 
volunteered his services to the Arizona World's Fair Commis
sion. He planned to conduct a survey of Arizona's pre
historic irrigation systems and cities for William O'Neill, 
who headed the Arizona Commission. A Democratic newspaper, 
the Prescott Morning Courier. on October 19 questioned 
whether such work would interfere with Brodie's duties as 
county recorder. The candidate quickly pointed out that his 
survey would end in December, and that if elected he would 
not begin his duties as recorder until January of 1893.

On November 8, Brodie defeated his Democratic 
opponent, Benjamin M. Belcher, for Yavapai County recorder 
by a margin of one hundred and seventy-five votes. To 
celebrate the event he married Mary Hanlon on December 15, 
in Morris town, New Jersey, at the residence of Theodore 
Ayers, a prominent real estate and insurance executive.
Ayers was a close friend of the Van Buren and Hanlon
families. After a two-week honeymoon in New Jersey, Brodie
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returned to Prescott and assumed the duties of county 
recorder. His tenure was marked with efficiency.^

On September 18, 1894, the Brodies became the 
parents of a baby boy, whom they named Alexander Oswald 
Brodie, Jr. The child died on July 24, 1896, and was 
buried in the family burial plot in New York. When another 
son was born on April 20, 1898, he also was named after his 
father in order to extend the name and keep alive an ancient 
Scottish tradition. The boy was the sixteenth son to bear 
the name Alexander Oswald Brodie.

Brodie1s popularity in local business and political 
circles grew. With Van Buren he owned the Crownpoint mines, 
located high in the Bradshaw Mountains thirty miles south of 
Prescott, as well as other holdings— all of which prospered. 15 16

15. Prescott Morning Courier September 21, 27, 
October 15, 1892. Prescott Journal-Miner, October 19, 
November 30, 1892. Brodie1s margin of victory was 175 
votes. This was the largest majority recorded in the 
county, even considering the delegate vote. Theodore Ayers 
to Brodie, December 9, 1892, Brodie Papers, AHE. Tucson 
Arizona Enterprise. December 22, 1892. Brodie1s father died 
in the fall of 1893. See Historical and Biographical Record. 
p. 486. It is ironic that Brodie's mother died a little 
more than a year after his first marriage, while his father 
died less than a year after his second marriage.

16. Prescott Courier. July 25, 27, 1896. "A. O.
Brodie Jr., 1898-1955," Plateau. XXVII (January, 1955), 17. 
Brodie1s third child was known as "Sandy"— the Scottish 
nickname for Alexander— during his childhood and adolescence. 
He lived in the East for most of his life and pursued a 
career in art and advertising. In 1949 he was named the 
Curator of Art at the Museum of Northern Arizona. He died 
January 5, 1955 at Flagstaff. Herner, Rough Riders. p. 15.
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To increase production, he constructed a stamp mill at the
Crownpoint mines. Brodie also managed the Piedmont Cattle
Company for Van Buren. As county recorder, he was a friend
at court for the mining and business interests, developing
a satisfying and rewarding association with Charles Akers
and T. A. Tritle, Jr., prominent Yavapai politicians. In
April of 1896, he was elected president of the Prescott

17Mining Exchange.
Early in 1898, when a war loomed between the United 

States and Spain, Brodie volunteered his services. On 
March 3, he wired Governor Myron H. McCord and President 
William McKinley, asking for authorization to raise a 
volunteer regiment. A week later, he repeated the request 
to both, and asked to be reinstated in the Army at a rank 
consistent with his class at West Point. Receiving no 
immediate reply from either McCord or McKinley, Brodie 
decided to raise and train an Arizona force himself. The 
Associated Press flashed the news across the country con
cerning Brodie1s efforts. Mayor O'Neill of Prescott sought 
volunteers in Northern Arizona and newspaperman James H. 
McClintock in the South. 17

17. Legal preliminary sales agreement with prospec
tive buyers of Brodie mines, December 8, 1894; Billhead for 
mining supplies sold to Brodie, February 19, 1897; Receipt 
for recording mill site, March 13, 1897; Telegram acknowl
edging sale of Piedmont Cattle Company cattle, June 14,
1897; Brodie Papers, AHF. Mining and Scientific Press,
LXXII (April 18, 1896), 324.
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On April 22, Congress passed a bill calling for the 

creation of the First Volunteer Cavalry Regiment, which 
would be composed of men from the four territories of 
Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Indian Territory. 
Secretary of War Russell A. Alger named Leonard Wood, a 
Captain in the Medical Corps and former Arizona Indian 
campaigner, as colonel of the regiment and Theodore 
Roosevelt, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, as lieutenant 
colonel. Governor McCord was granted the right to name the 
senior regimental major, and he immediately appointed Brodie 
to that position. O'Neill and McClintock were both named 
captains. On April 25, 1898, the United States declared war 
on Spain. Four days later, Brodie had assembled a volunteer 
force at Whipple Barracks, three miles north of Prescott.
On April 30 the volunteers were sworn into federal service.

On May 4 Prescott held a great celebration and bid 
the Arizona contingent farewell. After a rousing speech by 
Governor McCord, a ladies group presented the troops with a 
handsome flag which became the regimental emblem. Major 18

18. Harlan C. Herner, "The Arizona Rough Riders"
(M. A. Thesis, The University of Arizona, 1965), pp. 7, 12, 
16-17 22-24, 31. McClintock and Edward H. Peplow, His bory
of Arizona (3 voIs.; New York: Lewis Historical Publishing 
Company, 1958), in their histories of Arizona, contend that 
O'Neill and McClintock were the guiding organizers. Herner, 
in his thesis and book, has convincingly refuted the con
tention and has restored the credit to Brodie where it 
properly belongs. Documents on file and studied by the 
author also support Herner's thesis. McClintock to Brodie, 
April 5, 1898, O'Neill to Brodie, April 6, 1898, AHF.
Cullum, Biographical Register. IV, p. 198.
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Brodie graciously accepted on behalf of the volunteers. 
Somewhat reluctantly, he also accepted a young mountain lion 
named "Josephine" as the regimental mascot. Early that 
evening, the troops departed by train for Texas. Three 
days later in San Antonio, Brodie was ordered by Colonel 
Wood to begin organizing, equipping, and drilling the entire 
regiment drawn from the four territories. Here Brodie met 
Theodore Roosevelt— and the two men became instant and 
lasting friends.

Brodie understood frontiersmen and overlooked 
minute lapses of virtue. For instance, while the troop 
train was en route to Florida, it stopped at Tallahassee. 
When the station agent complained that several soldiers had 
stolen his pigs, Brodie responded by declaring, "That 
won't do!" and turning to Lieutenant Tom Rynning, he asked 
if the animals were aboard. They began to squeal, and 
Brodie instantly ordered them released. Upon being thrown 
from the train on the station side, they ran back under the 
train and were immediately reconfiscated on the other side. 
However, the station agent apparently seemed satisfied that 
he had kept the pigs from the larcenous hands of the Army. 
Later in the evening after the troops had climbed down from 
the train and had pitched camp, Brodie was invited to a 
pork chop dinner given by his troops. If he suspected
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anything, he did not reveal it, for he ate as much pork as

, . . 19any of his men.
The volunteers embarked at Tampa for Cuba aboard the 

Yucatan on June 13, and nine days later landed at Daiquiri, 
Cuba. Ironically, the First Volunteer Cavalry, which became 
known as "Roosevelt's Rough Riders" had no horses, for they 
had been left in Florida. The Rough Riders fought their 
first battle with the Spaniards at Las Guasimas on June 24. 
Under the command of Colonel Wood, Brodie led the assault 
on the left flank and Roosevelt directed the one on the 
right. Brodie performed valiantly, but his right arm was 
shattered during the attack. Placed aboard the steamship 
Olivette. he returned to the States and was hospitalized at 
Fort Wadsworth, New York.

General Samuel B. Young in his June 29 report of the 
Las Guasimas battle called special attention to Brodie1s 
conduct and recommended that he be awarded a brevet for 
gallantry. While recuperating in the hospital, Brodie 
learned that Wood had been promoted to the rank of General, 
Roosevelt had advanced to the rank of Colonel, and he had 19

19. Herner, Rough Riders, pp. 36-38. Cullum, Bio
graphical Register. IV, p. 198. Theodore Roosevelt to Henry 
Cabot Lodge, May 25, 1898, in Biting E. Morison (ed. ) , The 
Letters of Theodore Roosevelt (8 voIs.; Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 1951), II, p. 833. In expressing his 
admiration for Brodie, Roosevelt in his letter to Lodge, 
called Brodie a "dandy." The New York Times, August 7,
1898. When interviewed by a Times reporter, Brodie spoke in 
affectionate terms of Roosevelt, calling the latter a 
"daisy." Rynning, Gun Notches. p. 156.
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been appointed a Lieutenant Colonel. On August 12, Spain 
conceded her defeat by signing a preliminary peace agree
ment. Twelve days later, Brodie rejoined his regiment which 
had returned from Cuba and was stationed at Camp Wickoff on 
Long Island. He commanded the regiment until it was 
honorably mustered out of the service on September 16.

During the five-month war, Brodie had won the
respect and admiration of both enlisted men and officers.
For example, Corporal Wilber D. French stated: "Others may
be more spectacular, but it is the . . . Brodies that have
made and will continue to make us a great nation."
Roosevelt also praised Brodie, saying he was one of the
finest soldiers ever to wear a uniform. He said that the

20troops worshiped him and would follow him anywhere.
Both Roosevelt and Brodie immediately turned their 

attention toward politics. Roosevelt exploited his military 
career in seeking and winning the Republican nomination for 
governor of New York. On September 20, while Brodie was 
still in the East, Arizona Republicans nominated him for 
Territorial delegate to Congress. The Republican platform 
strongly approved the recent war with Spain, called for 
statehood for Arizona, and carried a plank advocating the 20

20. Cullum, Biographical Register. IV, p. 198. 
Theodore Roosevelt, An Autobiography (New York: The 
Macmillan Co., 1916), p. 241. Statement of the Military 
Service of Alexander 0. Brodie, RAGO. Herner, "Rough 
Riders," p. 76. Theodore Roosevelt, The Rough Riders and 
Men of Action (New York: Scribners and Sons, 1899), p. 13.
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adoption of initiative and referendum. The Tucson Arizona 
Star. a Democratic newspaper, on September 22, praised 
Brodie as a good citizen, a gallant soldier, and a free 
silver man. It characterized him as a gentleman with an 
unsullied record and a Populist at heart, and could not 
understand why he was a Republican.

The Democratic nominee for delegate was Colonel John 
F. Wilson of Yavapai County. A former Confederate soldier, 
Wilson had won the nomination after a bitter struggle in 
Prescott, which saw Marcus A. Smith, Arizona's most powerful 
Democrat, bow out of the race. The Democratic platform 
endorsed the National Platform of 1896, demanded the free 
coinage of silver, approved of the war with Spain and Arizona 
statehood, and called for a government closer to the

n 21people.
The Republicans began their campaign on the evening 

of October 6, in Phoenix. A gala celebration was held with 
the portraits of Lieutenant Colonel Brodie, Captain O'Neill, 
Captain McClintock, and Colonel Roosevelt prominently dis
played. Brodie came west by train from the East, and on 21

21. Herner, Rough Riders. pp. 217-20. Phoenix 
Arizona Republican. September 21, 22, 1898. Tucson Star, 
September 22, 24, 1898. Steven A. Fazio, "Marcus A. Smith, 
Arizona Politician" (M. A. Thesis, The University of Arizona, 
1963), pp. 83, 85. Fazio cites the illness of Smith's wife 
as the reason for his withdrawal from consideration as a 
candidate in 1898. He does, however, suggest that Smith was 
aware that the returning Rough Riders would create a 
formidable political force*
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October 14, started his campaign at Holbrook. From the 
beginning, Brodie capitalized on his war record, ostenta
tiously carrying his arm in a sling. He campaigned in a 
dignified manner and refused to utter defaming remarks about 
his opponent. Governor Murphy lent half-hearted assistance 
on the stump when the going was good and he could quickly 
return to the comfort of a Pullman car.

Brodie announced that if he were elected, statehood 
would be assured. Governor Murphy echoed this statement, 
informing the electorate that President William McKinley had 
told him confidentially that this was true. The Democrats 
declared that statehood was not the main issue, the real 
issue, they said, was bimetalism and the free coinage of 
silver. The newspapers of each party accused the other of 
advocating a dead issue. The Democratic press stressed that 
everyone favored statehood, while the Republicans intimated 
that Brodie also favored the free coinage of silver.

Wilson ran a campaign of character assassination.
He called the editor of the Phoenix Arizona Republican, an 
"eastern peon," the editor of a Saint John's newspaper, "an 
idiot," and referred to Murphy as "that ten-cent governor 
of ours." The Democrats circulated an article from the El. 
Paso Times. which ostensibly revealed that from an out
sider's view, Brodie joined the Rough Riders primarily to 
aid his political aspirations. Perhaps the most vicious 
incident was a street demonstration in Phoenix on the night
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of November 5, by a group who billed themselves as the
"Rough Walkers." The attempt to ridicule the "Rough Riders"
was seen as an insult to Arizonans who had fought and died
in Cuba. Public resentment became so intense that the
Democrats hastily denied their responsibility. On November
8, Brodie lost the race for delegate to Wilson by eight 

22hundred votes.
After his defeat, Brodie returned to his mining 

operations and the management of Van Buren's interests. He 
soon began corresponding with Roosevelt, who had won the 
governorship of New York in the fall elections. Roosevelt 
would not forget a friend, especially a fellow New Yorker, 
and from 1899 to 1901, sought to secure Brodie a position 
in the Regular Army. In June of 1899, Roosevelt and Brodie 
attended the first annual Rough Rider Reunion held at Las 
Vegas, New Mexico. At the reunion, the grateful citizens
of New Mexico honored Brodie by presenting him a handsome

. 23saber. 22 23

22. Phoenix Republican. October 7, 23, November 1,
1898. Tucson Star, October 26, 28, November 2, 7, 10, 1898. 
Smalley, Adventures. p. 114.

23. J. W. Dunlap to Brodie, February 22, 1899; 
Monthly payroll of Brodie1s Crownpoint mines, August 31,
1899, AHF. Roosevelt to Maxwell Keyes, January 4, 1899, in 
Morisen, Letters. II, p. 900. In his letter to Keyes, 
Roosevelt mentioned that he had promised Brodie a position. 
Brodie to Roosevelt, January 17, 1901, Series 1, Reel 8, 
Roosevelt Papers, LC; Roosevelt to Brodie, August 20, 1901, 
Series 2, Reel 326, Vol. 29, ibid. In his letter to 
Roosevelt, Brodie stated: "I shall always think, however, 
that I have earned some recognition by steady service to our



By early 1900, Roosevelt was being mentioned 
prominently as McKinley's new running mate. Writing Brodie 
on February 23, Roosevelt protested that the Vice- 
Presidency "is an office utterly alien to me. I do not 
want it and will not have it." A month later, he asked 
Brodie to attend the 1900 Republican National Convention 
and vote against his being made Vice-President. In a 
demonstration of personal loyalty, Brodie resigned as a 
delegate of the Arizona delegation which was committed to 
support Roosevelt. He attended the Republican Convention in 
Philadelphia on June 21, as the special guest of Roosevelt, 
who despite his protestations, was unanimously nominated 
President McKinley's running mate. After the convention, 
Brodie and Roosevelt went west to the second annual reunion 
of the Rough Riders, which was held on July 1-4, at Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma Territory. At the reunion, the citizens of 
Oklahoma presented Brodie a wooden spoon as a gift and

24momento of their regard.
McKinley and Roosevelt were triumphant in 1900.

Then, on September 6, 1901, President McKinley was shot— and

esteemed Uncle (Sam)." Herner, Rough Riders, p. 227.
Brodie to Smalley, April 13, 1902, Brodie Papers, in Smalley 
Collection, AHS.

24. Roosevelt to Brodie, February 23, March 26, 
Series 2, Reel 323, Roosevelt Papers, LC. Brodie to 
Roosevelt, April 15, 1900, Series 1, Reel 5, ibid. Brodie 
to Smalley, April 13, 1902, Smalley Collection, AHS.

28
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a week later was dead. On September 14, Theodore Roosevelt
became the twenty-sixth president of the United States.
Rumors immediately began to circulate in Arizona regarding
the governorship. Arizonans were well aware that Brodie and
the Rough Rider president were close personal friends and
that Roosevelt had been trying to secure him a position.
Arizona politicians also knew that Brodie had not forgotten
Governor Murphy's half-hearted support during the 1898
delegate race. While Roosevelt was still Vice-President,
Brodie had declared his intense dislike for Murphy and
stated that he himself possessed vast political support in
the territory. As early as May 6, 1901, Vice-President
Roosevelt intimated to Brodie that he would support him for

25the governorship.
Shortly after Theodore Roosevelt became president, 

he invited Brodie, Colonel William Christy, and several 
other Arizona Republicans to Washington. Honoring his 
promise, Roosevelt promptly offered Brodie the governor's 
commission, saying it could take effect immediately. How
ever, Brodie refused to accept the position in that manner. 
Honoring tradition, he stated he would accept the office 
only after the resignation of Governor Murphy. Returning to * 1

25. Brodie to Roosevelt, January 17, 1901, Series
1, Reel 8, Roosevelt Papers, LC; April 21, 1901, Series 1, 
Reel 13, ibid; Roosevelt to Brodie, May 6, 1901, Series 2, 
Reel 326, Vol. 28, ibid. Brodie intimated to Roosevelt that 
Murphy had done more than all others to defeat him in the 
1898 delegate race.



Arizona, he retired to the seclusion of Crownpoint in the 
Bradshaw mountains and leisurely awaited further develop
ments. Murphy soon was under pressure.

On September 28, Eugene Ives, the President of the 
Territorial Council, wrote Governor Murphy, demanding that 
he remove Territorial Auditor George W. Vickers from office. 
Ives presented incriminating evidence that Vickers was 
guilty of bribery as well as conflict of interest. Less 
than two weeks later, a private citizen, Thomas F. Wilson, 
charged Vickers with issuing illegal warrants and accused 
Murphy of misappropriating Territorial funds. On November 
7, on behalf of Wilson, Ives submitted formal charges against 
the auditor and the governor to Phoenix attorney J. L. B. 
Alexander, a former Rough Rider. Ives assumed Alexander 
would forward the charges to Justice of the Peace Gilbert D. 
Gray of Phoenix. However, Alexander hesitated to act 
against Murphy and Vickers. Ives presumed it was because of 
Alexander's close relationship with Brodie, and requested 
Colonel Christy, a prominent Republican and former terri
torial treasurer, to retrieve the papers from Alexander and 
present the charges to Justice Gray. Christy readily 
complied and the subpoenas were issued immediately. Ives

30
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believed that once Roosevelt learned of Murphy's conduct in 
office, he would summarily dismiss him.

By January of 1902, Brodie was confident. In a 
communication to his Rough Rider friend, James McClintock, 
he stated: "I don't think you need let Murphy know anything 
. . . . His influence is nil." He also stated that the 
newly appointed Secretary of Arizona Territory, Isaac T. 
Stoddard of New York, held very little influence. Brodie 
gave Murphy no quarter. In early February, when the 
governor was in Washington lobbying for statehood, the 
Arizona press reported that Roosevelt had summoned Murphy 
to answer the charges made by Senator Ives. Apparently 
vindicated, Murphy returned to Arizona. On St. Patrick's 
Day, March 17, he gave a banquet at the Hotel Adams in 
Phoenix, honoring the newly appointed Chief Justice of the 
Arizona Supreme Court, Edward Kent. His crude conduct 
caused severe criticism, and many citizens sent protests to 
Roosevelt. Not only did they question Murphy's actions at

26. Smalley, Adventures. pp. 110-11. Los Angeles 
Herald (California), April 24, 1902. Eugene S. Ives to 
Governor N. O. Murphy, September 28, 1901; Thomas F. Wilson 
to C. F. Ainsworth, Attorney General of Arizona, October 9, 
1901; Ives to Clerk of District Court, November 7, 1901; to 
Colonel William Christy, December 19, 1901; Eugene S. Ives 
Letterbooks, I, 1, 4, 43, 143, respectively, Special Collec
tions, University of Arizona Library.



32
the banquet, but severely condemned him for entertaining

27Judge Kent, who would soon preside over his trial.
Rumors now began circulating that Brodie would 

succeed Murphy as governor. Meeting Murphy on the street in 
Phoenix, McClintock had the audacity to ask him about the 
truth of the rumors. Murphy replied that they were based 
on pure and simple imagination. On April 26, the case of 
Wilson vs. Murphy and Vickers went to trial. At its con
clusion, Judge Kent ruled that Auditor Vickers' drawing of 
funds from the Territorial treasury for the private use of 
Governor Murphy had been illegal. However, Vickers, not 
Murphy, was responsible, under the law, to the people. 
Feeling the weight of public opinion and the pressure of the 
President, Nathan Oakes Murphy announced that he would 
resign when the fiscal year ended on June 30. Roosevelt 
immediately sent Brodie's name to the Senate for the
governorship of Arizona Territory. The nomination was

28unanimously approved on May 14.

27. Brodie to McClintock, January 19, 1902, 
Alexander O. Brodie Papers, in McClintock File, PPL. Tucson 
Star. February 3, 1902. According to the Phoenix Enterprise. 
April 29, 1902, liquor and language were free and un
restrained at the dinner and the Governor's conduct was 
reprehensible.

28. Tucson Citizen. May 3, 1902. McClintock to 
Brodie, McClintock File, PPL. Phoenix Enterprise. April 
26, 1902. Executive Nomination of Alexander O. Brodie as 
Governor of Arizona, May 14, 1902, Congressional Record,
57 Cong., 1 Sess., XXXV, 5115, 5436.
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For Alexander Brodie, the governorship was a

deserved reward for services to his party and his country.
His outstanding military record, influential business ties
through his mining interests, and his commitment to civic
affairs had provided Brodie with the right combination for
political leadership during his time. Yet the single most
important factor that led him to the governor's chair was
his lucky association and consequent friendship with
Theodore Roosevelt. His friend McClintock advised him to
"take to the woods for about a week and then come down.
. . . You have the experience of your life before you." The

29observation was timely. Indeed, he did.

29. McClintock to Brodie, May 6, 1902, McClintock 
File, PPL. McClintock wrote that he had encountered 
Governor Murphy on the Street, and the Governor "didn't look 
pleasant."



CHAPTER II

GOVERNOR OF ARIZONA TERRITORY

On Tuesday morning, July 1, 1902, some fifty 
persons— territorial officials and prominent citizens—  
assembled in the main reception room of the executive 
chambers at the Capitol in Phoenix. They were on hand to 
witness the induction of Alexander Oswald Brodie as the 
fifteenth governor. As Brodie had requested, the ceremony 
was simple. At precisely 8:30 a.m. Brodie stepped forward, 
and Chief Justice Edward Kent of the Arizona Supreme Court 
administered the oath of office. The fifty-two year old ex- 
Rough Rider was elegantly attired in an open breasted suit, 
and his well groomed mustache gave him an added look of 
dignity. Upon being pronounced Territorial Governor, Brodie 
kissed his wife and then received the official congratula
tions of former Governor Nathan 0. Murphy. Other dig
nitaries and personal friends joined in to express their 
best wishes.^

When the well wishing had subsided, Brodie delivered 
a short but succinct inaugural address to those assembled. 1

1. Phoenix Republican. July 1, 2, 1902. Brodie to 
McClintock, June 20, 1902, MeClintock File, PPL. Copy of 
Appointment Papers, July 1, 1902, Roll 1 (1902-1905) ,
Records of the Department of the Interior, National 
Archives, at ABF.
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He began by paying tribute to President Theodore Roosevelt
whom he acknowledged as "the greatest of Americans.11 He
went on to say that in the part of the world where he was
born and reared, "a man accepted office thinking of the good
he might do his fellow citizens in that office— not of the
good that office might do him." He had accepted the
appointment for the benefit he might provide for Arizona and
its citizens. Accordingly, he vowed to dedicate his efforts
toward developing the Territory's industries, increasing its
population growth, and faithfully executing its laws. In
pursuance of these goals, he requested the cordial support
of all Arizonans. Brodie concluded his short address by
stating that when his term ended he sincerely hoped that the
record of his achievements would meet the approbation of his

2fellow citizens.
From the beginning Brodie carefully sought to culti

vate a non-partisan image. He was aware that Arizonans, 
regardless of politics, expressed satisfaction with his 
appointment and that most of the newspapers wished him well. 
At the same time he knew that some might emphasize that his 
appointment came as a direct result of his friendship with 
Roosevelt, so he avoided referring to the fact that his 
ascendancy was a Rough Rider affair. He also realized that 
he faced other hazards. His appointment probably would

2. Phoenix Republican. July 2, 1902. Phoenix 
Enterprise. July 1, 1902.
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alienate Arizona's most powerful Republican, ex-Governor 
Murphy, and eventually could split the party in Arizona. 
Furthermore, he would have to work with a territorial 
legislature, which had traditionally been Democratic.
Brodie wanted to be an effective governor and gain control 
of the Republican party. To do this, he must have the 
confidence of all Arizonans.^

• Brodie1s first official act as governor was to 
appoint newspaperman George H. Smalley as his private 
secretary. Smalley was a young energetic Tucsonan who had 
assisted Brodie in the delegate race of 1898. He had 
applied for the position of postmaster in Tucson so he 
could continue his writing career, but both the Governor 
and Mrs. Brodie had prevailed upon him to take the position 
of secretary. Smalley became a most trusted and valuable 
confidant. To ally fears after appointing Smalley, the 
Governor intimated that there would be no sweeping changes 
or hasty appointments. The present officials, he said, were 
good men who were capable of properly conducting their 
offices.^

3. Brodie to McClintock, June 14, 1902, McClintock
File, PPL. Phoenix Republican, July 1, 1902. Arizona Star. 
July 4, 1902. Prescott Courier. July 2 1902. Brodie to
Smalley, April 20, 1902, Smalley Collection, AHS.

4. Phoenix Republican. July 2, 1902. Brodie 
initially accepted the resignation of Sims Ely, private 
secretary to Governor Murphy. Ely was editor of the 
Phoenix Republican. which was largely owned by Frank M. 
Murphy, brother of Nathan O. Murphy. Smalley, Adventures. 
pp. 110-11. Phoenix Enterprise. July 1, 1902.
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Brodie believed that his first responsibilities were 

to make the acquaintance of prominent citizens, appear as 
often as possible in public, and investigate the various 
Territorial institutions. On July 4, the Governor and his 
family were the honored guests at Independence Day celebra
tions at Bisbee, an important Southeastern Arizona copper 
mining town. At a reception held in the evening, he was 
introduced to the social and business leaders of the 
community. Brodie next visited the Territorial Hospital 
for the Insane in Phoenix. On July 21, accompanied by his 
wife and young son Sandy, he arrived by train in Tucson, the 
largest city in Arizona, to tour the local public institu
tions . William M. Griffith, James A. Zabriskie, secretary 
of the Board of Regents, and other prominent Tucsonans met 
the official party at the station. The Governor spent the 
greater part of the day at the University of Arizona and in 
the evening attended a gala reception at the Elks Club.
Tucson society turned out to meet and greet the new terri
torial executive. The local press reported that Brodie was 
the kind of man that people loved and trusted, and that his 
natural and easy manner during the evening pleased everyone. 
Mrs. Brodie, a dark-haired, attractive woman of slight build, 
established herself as a charming person and a brilliant 
conversationalist.^

5. Phoenix Republican. July 5, 20, 1902. Tucson 
Star. July 22, 1902. Tucson Citizen. July 22, 1902.



After two days in Tucson, where among other 
activities, the official party visited San Xavier Mission, 
the Brodies entrained for Yuma. Situated in a fertile 
valley along the eastern bank of the Colorado River, this 
town gave the Governor's party a festive welcome. A large 
and enthusiastic crowd headed by Mayor R. S. Patterson 
greeted the Governor warmly. For the better part of July 
25, Brodie inspected the Territorial Prison and familiarized 
himself with details of the institution. That evening a 
large public reception was held, and the official party 
departed for Phoenix.^

Upon returning to the territorial capital, Brodie 
received a personal communication from President Roosevelt 
congratulating him on his administrative policies. Earlier, 
the Governor had taken the President's advice and changed 
the policy of depositing territorial funds. Instead of 
traditionally placing them in a single private bank deter
mined by the Territorial Treasurer, he had carefully 
transferred these funds to various national banks in select 
areas of Arizona. In his letter, Roosevelt touched on the 
matter of appointments, and expressed confidence in Brodie's 
ability to select capable, deserving persons. Perhaps 
prompted by this letter, Brodie on July 26, appointed Judge 
Edmund W. Wells, a prominent Prescott banker and Republican

33

6. Yuma Weekly Sun. July 25, 1902.
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stalwart, as Attorney General of Arizona, and announced that 
William F. Nichols would continue as Territorial Auditor and 
Dr. W. H. Ward would remain Director of the Insane Asylum.
A week later, he appointed Isaac M. Christy, his close 
friend, to the office of Territorial Treasurer.^

On August 9 Brodie and his family departed for an 
official tour of the Northern counties. The Tucson Citizen 
stated on August 11, that on his return, the Governor would 
make additional appointments and might appoint a new Board 
of Regents.. Brodie already had let it be known that the 
new board, unlike others of the past, would not be a 
partisan body under his administration. As predicted, 
within a week after his return from his tour, Brodie 
announced that he had asked William M. Griffith, Arizona's 
National Republican Committeeman, to serve as Superintendent 
of the Territorial Prison. He also would appoint Thomas H. 
Rynning, a Rough Rider comrade, to assume the direction of 
the Arizona Rangers. Rynning succeeded Captain Burton C. 
Mossman, who had organized and directed this highly

geffective police organization.

7. Roosevelt to Brodie, July 22, 1902, Series 2, 
Reel 329, Vol. 35; Brodie to Roosevelt, August 5, 1902, 
Series 1, Reel 28; Roosevelt Papers, LC. Roosevelt to 
Brodie, June 6, 1902, in Morison, Letters, III, p. 270. 
Tucson Citizen. July 15, 26, 1902. Prescott Courier. 
August 4, 1902.

8. Tucson Citizen. August 11, 25, 1902. Phoenix 
Republican. August 22, 1902. Yuma Sun, August 29, 1902. 
Ben Daniels, a former Rough Rider, refused the post of
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Soon after his appointments were announced, Brodie's 

attention was called to a potentially explosive local 
matter. On August 20, he received a petition signed by 
forty-four irate citizens of the little community of 
McDowell, Arizona thirty miles northeast of Phoenix. They 
complained that a large number of destitute Mojave-Apache 
Indians recently had settled on the government property at 
nearby old Fort McDowell. When questioned why they were 
there, they seemed very belligerent. The presence of the 
Indians was causing much uneasiness and annoyance. Thievery 
and tl\e destruction of private property were reported. The 
citizens requested the Governor to investigate the matter

9and have the Indians removed from the vicinity of McDowell.
On the afternoon of August 26 a delegation of four 

Apaches called on Brodie in his office at the Capitol. They 
wanted to present their view of the McDowell matter. The 
Indians stated that there were one hundred and fifty of 
their people at McDowell— not three hundred as reported— and 
that they were there by permission of their agent at San 
Carlos and the Office of Indian Affairs in Washington. It 
was their understanding that when they had reached a state

assistant superintendent of the prison. Roosevelt urged 
Brodie to have Daniels accept the position.

9. Fort McDowell citizens to Brodie, August 20, 
1902, Alexander O. Brodie Papers, in Land File, Arizona 
State Department of Library and Archives [DLA].



of satisfactory proficiency in agriculture, reading, and 
religion at San Carlos, they could return to their former 
homes and the land of their ancestors at McDowell. The 
Mojave-Apaches said that they were not guilty of unneigh- 
borly acts, and they urged the Governor to preserve their 
rights.

Brodie, seeking an amicable but just settlement, 
wrote the Office of Indian Affairs. He detailed the 
controversy and submitted the citizens' petition and also 
one prepared by the Indians. He forwarded a letter he had 
received from Reverend W. H. Gill, the missionary at 
McDowell, who favored the Indians' cause. Gill stated that 
they were peaceful and law abiding "as far as (their) 
knowledge extends." They had no irrigable land, and 
depended on basketmaking to support themselves. Gill 
assured Brodie that the Indians were industrious and 
required only an allotment of land to make them self- 
sufficient.

In a letter dated September 9, 1902, Indian Commis
sioner W. A. Jones commended Brodie on his unbiased handling 
of the McDowell affair. In 1899 and 1900, Jones said, 
similar complaints about Indians were received from local

10. Phoenix Republican. August 27, 1902. W. A. 
Jones, Commissioner of Indian Affairs to Brodie, September 
9, 1902, Department of the Interior, Office of Indian 
Affairs, Land File, DLA. Reverend W. H. Gill to Brodie, 
August 28, 1902, Land File, ibid.
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white and Mexican citizens, and a review of the problem had 
led the Secretary of the Interior to withdraw land from 
public entry for them. A bill was waiting action in 
Congress which would grant ownership of the land to the 
Indians. Jones concluded by saying that local citizens 
must not molest or interfere with the Indians, for every 
attempt was being made to encourage the Indians to become 
self-supporting. With the government defending the Indians, 
Brodie temporarily closed his files on the McDowell matter.

Although primarily concerned with the McDowell 
affair in late August and early September, Brodie made two 
significant appointments during this period. On September 
1, he appointed Captain Thomas Rynning head of the Arizona 
Rangers. Rynning established his headquarters at Douglas 
on the Mexican border. Early the same month, it was 
announced that Captain Emilio Kosterlitzky, commanding the 
Mexican Rurales in Sonora, would work cooperatively with the 
Rangers in maintaining law and order along the international 
boundary. A week after this announcement, Governor Brodie 
named Major Benjamin W. Leavell, a Prescott resident and 11

DLA.
11. Jones to Brodie, September 9, 1902, Land File,
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West Point graduate, to the post of Adjutant General of the

12Arizona National Guard.
Perhaps the most arduous task a territorial governor 

performed was the preparation and submission of his annual 
report to the Secretary of the Interior. This document 
contained important information on the social, political, 
and economic condition of the territory. It presented not 
only accurate statistical data but also useful general 
information on the status, resources, and potential of the 
Territory. Governor Brodie and his private secretary,
George Smalley, began work on the 1902 report almost from 
the day Brodie took office. By September 10, the report was 
completed and sent to Secretary of the Interior E. A. 
Hitchcock.

Brodie's report for 1902 was one hundred and twenty- 
six pages long. Arizona was the sixth largest political 
division of the United States, he stated, and contained 
113,596 square miles. From 1890 to 1900 the population 
increased by one hundred and four per cent. The 1900 census 
indicated that Arizona had 122,212 inhabitants. There were 
only four incorporated communities with a population of 
2,000 or more— Tucson, Phoenix, Prescott, and Jerome. The 
net territorial indebtedness was $1,065,461.90. The 12

12. Rynning, Gun Notches. 202-203. Rynning agreed 
not to accept formal command of the Rangers until Mossman 
had captured Augustin Chacon, a notorious Mexican outlaw. 
Phoenix Republican. September 2, 1902.
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territorial funds were deposited in five national banks in 
Arizona which he listed. Brodie regarded the Hansbrough- 
Newlands Act enacted by Congress on June 17, 1902, as 
potentially the most important piece of legislation ever to 
benefit Arizona. A proponent of the reclamation of arid 
lands through storage reservoirs for the purpose of farming 
and mining, he looked upon this act, also known as the 
Reclamation Act of 1902, as a godsend for Arizona.

The Governor discussed the Territorial economic 
wealth and the status of its institutions. He presented a 
statistical and informational abstract of the mineral wealth 
by submitting the reports of the prominent mining companies 
in Arizona. Included also was an accounting of the rail
roads, their present condition, and recent improvements.
Then he submitted data on churches, Indians, and livestock. 
Brodie presented information on the educational institutions 
of higher learning in Arizona. Professor F. Yale Adams, 
President of the University of Arizona, discussed the 
operations at his institution. The Territorial Prison at 
Yuma disclosed it held two hundred and eighty-one prisoners 
at the end of the fiscal year, and that three of the inmates 
were women. Former Superintendent Herbert Brown discussed 
prison housing, as well as school, library, and work 
arrangements. Brodie noted that the reform school for 
juvenile offenders at Benson was nearly completed. Dr.



Robert H. Forbes, head of the Agricultural Experiment 
Station, submitted a survey of agriculture and horticulture.

As requested by the Department of Interior, Governor 
Brodie appended a list of recommendations. His first recom
mendation concerned statehood. He submitted a list of 
resolutions promulgated by the Territorial Convention on 
Statehood held in Phoenix on October 26, 1901, and stated 
that Arizona was ready. He urged that the Interior Depart
ment render aid on behalf of Arizona and its enabling act 
which was part of the Omnibus Bill then before Congress. 
Brodie also requested specific increases in Federal finan
cial assistance. He felt that the salary of the governor 
should be raised to a sum commensurate with his duties, or 
at least to the amount authorized by Congress. The Indian 
School facilities at Phoenix needed to be expanded to 
provide more opportunities for making the Indian self- 
sufficient. The national guard in Arizona required more 
support.

The Arizona Governor pushed for Federal assistance 
in several areas. When Arizona became a state, he said, a 
hospital for aged and infirm miners would be valuable. He 
recommended that the Colorado River be improved and a levee 
be built from Yuma south to the Mexican line to prevent the 
overflow of cultivated lands. Federal funds were needed 
for territorial buildings. Finally, the Governor suggested 
that the Interior Department implement measures to
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rejuvenate depleted forests by a system of seeding and 
planting by the Division of Forestry. When printed and made 
available to the general public, Brodie's report was well 
received.^

Soon after Brodie had completed and submitted his 
1902 Governor's report to the Secretary of the Interior, he 
became involved in a struggle with ex-Governor Murphy for 
control of the Republican party. This was apparent at the 
Republican territorial convention held in Phoenix on 
September 17 to select a candidate to run for Territorial 
delegate to Congress and to reorganize the Territorial 
Republican Central Committee. Only a week after he stepped 
down as governor, "Boss" Murphy had served notice that he 
would support attorney Robert E. Morrison of Prescott for 
delegate. He supported him because of a past obligation. 
Morrison represented Murphy in the suit instituted against 
him in early November of 1901 by Eugene Ives. However, the 
opposition Democratic press clamored for Murphy, "the ablest 13

13. Phoenix Republican, July 17, 1902. Smalley, 
Adventures. p. 112. Report of the Governor of Arizona to the 
Secretary of the Interior, 1902 (Washington: Government 
Printing Office, 1902), pp. 5, 7, 9, 13-19, 24-25, 30-34, 37- 
50, 59-84, 86, 89-94, 99. Arizona Star. October 30, 1902. 
Phoenix Republican. October 30, 1902.
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. . . and most unscrupulous" Republican, to run as delegate 
instead of Morrison.

The intensity of the struggle became evident on
September 16 when fist fights broke out in several wards
during the Maricopa County Republican primary in Phoenix.
Murphy interests, it was reported, sought to elect delegates
partial to the ex-Governor1s interests and his choice for
delegate to Congress. Elsewhere in Yavapai County, the
elected delegation, plus delegations from other Northern
counties, departed for Phoenix and the Republican Convention
on a special railroad car. The Prescott Morning Courier
disclosed that the car had been stocked with champagne and
was chaperoned by Frank M. Murphy, a railroad, banking, and
mining magnate and brother of the former Governor. The
Courier said that Frank Murphy was the chief Republican

15organizer in Northern Arizona.
The Republican Convention convened at the Doris 

Theater in Phoenix on Wednesday, September 17, and was 
called to order at 10:00 a.m. Governor Brodie, Oakes 
Murphy, and Chief Justice Kent occupied conspicuous seats 
on the stage. Each spoke briefly and received enthusiastic 14 15

14. Phoenix Republican. July 28, 1902. Phoenix 
Enterprise. September 18, 1902. Tucson Star. September 19, 
1902. Tucson Citizen. July 7, September 6, 1902. Ives to 
Robert Morrison, March 31, 1902, Ives Letterbook I, 335-36, UAL.

15. Prescott Courier. September 8, 17, 1902.
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applause. After preliminary maneuvering, with Murphy 
supporting Morrison for delegate and Brodie pushing Auditor 
Nichols, the voting began at 4:30 p.m. The vote for 
delegate was extremely close. Morrison received seventy- 
eight votes while Nichols received seventy-six. Morrison 
had won the Republican nomination for delegate, but Nichols, 
however, had managed to gain the chairmanship of the 
territorial Republican Central Committee.

Commenting on the voting, the Phoenix Enterprise 
said that the nomination of Morrison demonstrated that 
Murphy remained the "high-grand dictator" of the Republican 
party in Arizona. The decent Republicans had been slapped 
hard. "If they [decent Republicans]," the paper declared, 
"cannot control with a man like Brodie as Governor to aid 
them, they cannot hope to control when Arizona becomes a 
state and Murphy dishes out the fat offices to his hench
men. " In effect, Brodie had won the first round by his 
appointment as Governor but in the second round he had lost 
the control of the Republican Convention to Murphy.

The program adopted by the Republican Convention 
was quite progressive. It included a plank praising the 
appointments of Presidents McKinley and Roosevelt. A second 
plank declared that the political complexion of the Terri
tory should have no bearing on Arizona's claim to statehood. 16

16. Phoenix Republican. September 18, 1902.
Phoenix Enterprise. September 18, 1902.
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Other planks dealt with labor-management questions, and
revealed Republican concern over the rights of labor. Bad
trusts which were the result of loose corporation laws were
denounced. The Republicans supported fair legislation for
labor and upheld its right to organize. They opposed
Chinese and all alien labor and pledged themselves to light
taxation of mines. On this note, the Republican Convention 

17ended.
At this time, there already were rumblings of labor 

unrest in the mines in Arizona. For example, on September 
28, the Phoenix Arizona Republican blamed political agita
tors for stirring labor turmoil, particularly in the recent 
Lynx Creek Tunnel strike in Yavapai County. It quoted 
Frank Murphy as saying that further agitation would deter 
capitalists from investing in Arizona. This, in turn, would 
retard territorial development and progress and might also 
delay the realization of statehood. In the same issue, the 
Murphy-owned Republican took the opportunity to blast 
Colonel John F. Wilson, the Democratic nominee for delegate, 
as causing much labor and socialist agitation.

The Democratic press retaliated. The Prescott 
Morning Courier which supported the eight-hour law, por
trayed Murphy as a member of the capitalist hierarchy in 17 18

17. Phoenix Republican, September 18, 1902.
18. Phoenix Republican, September 28, 1902.
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Arizona and declared that many of his dealings not only were 
unethical but also abhorrent to labor. The Courier attacked 
the Murphy controlled Prescott Journal Miner, a Republican 
newspaper, labeling it a Murphy organ. It declared that 
its editor had voted for the corporation blacklist bill 
when he was a legislator. The Democratic paper also 
questioned Murphy's veto of labor legislation passed by the 
recent legislature. The Courier also pounced on the Arizona 
Republican. Branding it a Murphy tool, the Courier pub
lished a telegram incriminating its president and general 
manager, George W. Vickers, former territorial auditor. 
Senator Ives had cited the telegram in his successful suit 
against Murphy and Vickers. The telegram from Vickers to 
the J. C. Martin Company of Prescott revealed that the 
former territorial auditor had bribed the Martin Company 
with $500.00 in order to secure for the Republican the

19contract for printing the Revised Statutes of Arizona.
On September 29, Governor Brodie took a brief 

respite from his official duties and attended Buffalo Bill 
Cody's outdoor Wild West Show, which was appearing in 
Phoenix. Before the first act, the Governor and Major James 
H. McClintock, Postmaster of Phoenix and Commander of 
Company B of the Arizona National Guard, called on Buffalo 19

19. Prescott Courier. September 25, October 2,
1902. Ives to Governor Murphy, September 28, 1901, Ives 
Letterbook, I, 1, UAL.
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Bill and were introduced to many actors and actresses. To
their surprise, they learned that many of their former Rough
Rider comrades were traveling with the show. After the
brief reunion, Brodie and McClintock took seats of honor in

20the grandstand, and enjoyed the spectacle.
Despite internal dissension, the Arizona Republicans 

sought to present a united front. To pull the party to
gether, Brodie, Murphy, and other prominent Republicans 
began a speaking tour on behalf of Morrison and the party 
ticket. Brodie1s campaign speeches were highly eulogistic 
in praise of President Roosevelt, whom he identified as 
Arizona's strong and true friend. He bade Arizonans to 
stand true to the party and elect Robert E. Morrison as 
delegate, so that the territory would be in a better 
bargaining position for statehood. After a rally in Tucson 
on the evening of October 9, the Arizona Star commented on 
the Governor's oratorical ability. In its opinion, Brodie 
was a far better executive than stump speaker. Also, he
probably could lead a cavalry charge against a foreign enemy

21better than a campaign charge against the Democracy.
Statehood had been an emotional issue for several 

decades. Arizona's citizens strongly favored admission, but 
only the Congress could confirm or grant that status. As 20 21

20. Phoenix Republican. September 30, 1902.
21. Tucson Star. September 22, October 11, 1902.
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the territorial delegate was the only representative in
Washington, politicians every election year repeatedly used
statehood as a political issue. Their practice was
notorious and had developed to a fine art. In mid-
September of 1902, Delegate Marcus A. Smith, Arizona's most
powerful Democrat, had indicated that Senator Mathew Quay
had informed him that a Democratic success in the delegate
race was essential for statehood. To bolster their case,
Arizona Republicans obtained testimonials from Senators
Thomas C. Platt of New York and J. R. Burton of Kansas, and
declared that statehood for Arizona could be forthcoming

2 ?with the election of a Republican delegate to Congress.
Brodie also tried to preserve party unity by 

following the dictates of President Roosevelt. Early in his 
administration, he had intimated that he would not make the 
Board of Regents of the University of Arizona a partisan 
body. Yet, prior to Brodie* 1s taking office, President 
Roosevelt in a personal letter had strongly recommended that 
Ferris S. Fitch be appointed the president of the University 
of Arizona. Fitch was a former prominent educational

22. Howard R. Lamar argues that Arizona's quest 
for statehood was impeded because of three national debates:
(1) Should the United States be an imperial nation? (2) How 
best could the public lands be withdrawn and utilized for 
purposes of conservation? and (3) Should the nation be 
Progressive or Conservative? See his, The Far Southwest 
1846-1912. A Territorial History (New Haven: Yale University 
Press', 1966) , pp. 486-489. Phoenix Republican, September 
11, October 21, 1902.



administrator, and had invested in Arizona mines. He had 
been recommended by the president of the University of 
Michigan. "Unless there are reasons to the contrary," 
Roosevelt told Brodie, "I would like to have this appoint
ment made." On October 17, 1902, Brodie made his first 
move to accommodate the President. He appointed Fitch to 
the Board of Regents of the territorial university, then 
reorganized the Board. At the new board's first meeting, 
Ferris S. Fitch was elected chancellor of the university. 
Brodie next intended to ease President Adams out and 
replace him with Fitch. Brodie had followed orders faith
fully , though they perhaps conflicted with his own 
sentiments.^

On October 24, Governor Brodie spoke at a Republican 
rally at Thatcher, a Mormon community. Ceremonies honoring 
the progress of the local educational institution, the 
Academy of Latter Day Saints, had been planned, and the 
chief executive, his wife, and son were the special guests 
of President Andrew Kimball, head of the academy. The 
Governor's party arrived on the twenty-second, and attended 
a gay reception that evening in their honor. The next day, 
Brodie and Delegate Smith participated in ceremonies at the

23. Roosevelt to Brodie, May 7, 1902, Series 2 
Reel 328, Vol. 34, Roosevelt Papers, LC. President James B. 
Angell of the University of Michigan had recommended to the 
President that Fitch be named President of the University 
of Arizona. Phoenix Republican. October 18, 23, 1902.
Tucson Star. October 19, 1902.
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academy, and gave short speeches commending the progress of 
the institution. The Governor spoke at a Republican rally 
that' night. Brodie remained in Thatcher for almost a week, 
and on his return to Phoenix, commented that it was the most 
pleasant trip he had taken since entering office.

In the election on November 4, the Democrats won the
Delegate's seat. Colonel J. F. Wilson won his second term
to Congress, having defeated Brodie in 1898. Wilson's
election preserved the long established Democratic control
of the position. In the legislative contests, the Democrats
gained a large majority in the House of Representatives, but
in the upper chamber, or Council, each party placed six

25representatives.
Within a few days after the election results were 

known, Albert J. Beveridge of Indiana, chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Territories, announced that his committee 
would make a tour of the territories in a few days. The 
Omnibus Bill, proposing separate statehood for the terri
tories of Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Indian Terri
tory, had been before Congress that year. In Arizona, as 
in the other territories, there was a great deal of anxiety 
over the bill. In response to an inquiry from Brodie,

24. Phoenix Republican. October 29, 31, 1902.
25. Phoenix Republican. November 6, 1902. Tucson 

Citizen. November 7, 1902. Of 19,688 votes cast, Wilson 
received a majority of 477.
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Beveridge telegraphed word that no special plans should be 
made for his party. The trip would be a hasty fact-finding 
affair. Ostensibly, the object of the tour was to determine 
each territory's suitability for statehood.

Beveridge's committee reached Prescott by train on
Sunday evening, November 16, and were met by local Republican
dignitaries. After dinner, Frank Murphy conducted the
senators on a guided tour of the city. The next morning
the committee held its first official hearings at the Burke
Hotel. Among the prominent witnesses were former Governor
Frederick A. Tritle and Judge Richard E. Sloan. Most of the
testimony was quite laudatory. However, William S. Marts, a
census enumerator, admitted when questioned that Prescott
derived some of its revenue from fines levied on prostitutes
who had failed to have a bi-weekly examination. After the
testimony was completed, the Beveridge committee departed
Prescott by train and traveled south to Frank Murphy's
Congress Mine, where the senators dined and took a tour of

27the operations there.
Brodie and an enthusiastic committee of Phoenicians 

welcomed the Beveridge committee to Phoenix on the evening 
of November 17. Beginning at 8:00 o'clock the next morning

26. Phoenix Republican, November 8, 12, 1902. 
"Hearings, Statehood Bill," Senate Document [SDj, 36, 57 
Cong. 2 Sess. (Serial 4420).

27. "Hearings," SD 36. Phoenix Republican.
November 18, 1902.
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the Board of Trade escorted the senators on a tour of the
city. At 2:00 p.m. the committee opened its hearing in the
Adams Hotel. The witnesses included Benjamin A. Fowler,
irrigation expert. Territorial Councilman Joseph H. Kibbey,
former Governor Myron McCord, capitalist Frank Murphy, Chief
Justice Kent, and Governor Brodie, all of whom rendered

28evidence on behalf of statehood.
In his testimony, Brodie discussed the mining and 

agricultural industries of the territory and their values, 
and gave a general description of the territory, observing 
that Arizona possessed the largest belt of pine timber in 
the United States. Agriculture in Arizona, he said, was 
largely dependent on streams, rivers, and particularly on 
storage reservoirs. The storage question had been brought 
up earlier and the senators had been shown a model of the 
proposed Tonto Dam to be built at the confluence of the 
Gila and Salt rivers; this dam could impound 480,000 acre 
feet of water. Brodie also lauded the contributions of the 
members of the Mormon faith, and told Senator Beveridge that 
the public schools in the territory were equal in quality to 
any in the nation. Summing up, the Governor stated that the 
territory was financially sound, and that its citizens were 
public minded and unanimously in favor of statehood. The

28. "Hearings," SD 36. Lamar, The Far Southwest.
p. 460.
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territory had grown more progressive in its outlook and the 
transition to a state government would be relatively easy.

Following a reception in the early evening of 
November 18 at the Adams Hotel, the Beveridge committee, 
accompanied by Brodie and Mark Smith entrained for Tucson. 
The next day the committee visited the campus of the 
University of Arizona, and later took statements in the city 
from former Governor Louis Hughes, Postmaster J. Knox 
Corbett, and F. Yale Adams, president of the university. 
Sentiment in Tucson seemed unanimous for statehood, but the 
statement by city tax collector James Flynn did much to 
negate this. Flynn testified that the saloons and gambling 
houses never closed and that the city derived most of its 
license fees from these establishments. The Beveridge 
Committee also was handed a list of resolutions supporting 
the Omnibus Bill which had been drawn up by the Society of 
Arizona Pioneers.

From Tucson, the committee traveled next to Bisbee, 
accompanied by Brodie, Hughes, and Corbett. There, on the 
afternoon of November 19, the senatorial party and 
attendant dignitaries visited the Copper Queen Mining 
Company1s smelter. Later, they asked Walter Douglas, 
Superintendent and General Manager, for his views on 
Arizona. A good portion of Douglas' testimony concerned 
racial percentages in the Southern Arizona mining com
munities. The large number of Mexican-American citizens in
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the Territory was later used by the committee as an argument 
against conferring statehood. After dinner at the Copper 
Queen Hotel, the Beveridge committee departed for Las Cruces, 
New Mexico, its Arizona investigation terminated. Brodie 
returned to Phoenix, and stated publicly that he felt that

29the Beveridge committee would favor statehood for Arizona.
Brodie1s attention turned quickly from the statehood 

issue to other matters. The McDowell reservation problem 
had flared again. Indian Commissioner W. A. Jones had dis
missed the settlers' complaints, which caused the citizens 
to criticize both Jones and the Reverend Gill for defending 
the Indians. They not only demanded a government investi
gation of the matter but also forced a reorganization of the 
local church, and excluded Gill from membership. Gill now 
agreed to write a letter correcting the "mistakes" he had 
made in his earlier letter to the Governor defending the 
Indians. In response to the clamor from the McDowell 
vicinity, the Interior Department sent Special Agent S. J. 
Holsinger to investigate. After a brief examination, 
Holsinger reported that the Indians had caused no trouble, 
but stated that the settlers were carrying arms and pro
voking trouble. The McDowell affair became national news. 
The Washington Post on October 16 published a sympathetic 
article entitled, "Has the Indian Any Rights?" Angered by

29. Phoenix Republican. November 19, 20, 1902. 
Tucson Star, November 20, 1902. "Hearings," SD 36.
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this publicity, the McDowell citizens held mass meetings and 
drew up affidavits attesting to Indian thievery, debauchery, 
and treachery. ^

On November 22, two days after he returned from 
Bisbee, Brodie was handed the McDowell affidavits. In his 
letter of transmission, Justice of the Peace J. M. Burnett 
indicated that he felt it his duty to comment on the condi
tions at the old McDowell reservation. It was impossible 
for the Indians to cultivate the rocky ground they occupied, 
he said, and having no means of support were dependent on 
the settlers for livelihood. He felt that the neighboring 
Mexican and white settlers were generally honest and 
industrious, and had a "progressive" attitude.

Burnett told the Governor that Investigator Holsinger 
had found some settlers armed, but this was because of a 
feud between two white parties. All concerned in that feud 
had left the vicinity, much to the relief of the responsible 
citizens. Until the reservation issue was settled, he 
recommended that the government remove and care for the 
starving Indians, "whose wards they are." He reiterated 
that he had one motive in writing, and that was to present

30. Phoenix Republican. September 27, 1902. J. M. 
Burnett to Brodie, November 22, 1902, Land File, DLA.
Eleven notorized depositions of settlers at Fort McDowell 
attesting to Indian depredations, November 15, 1902, Land 
File, DLA. The irate settlers mentioned stealing, tiswin 
making, and threats of violence by the Indians.
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the conditions at McDowell. He was convinced that the 
Indians were stealing from the citizens, and that the local 
economy could not supply both the settlers and the hungry 
Indians much longer. As passions were high, Brodie care
fully avoided becoming involved in the matter, preferring

31that the Interior Department resolve the difficulties.
Still another case involving Arizona Indians came to 

Brodie1s attention about this time. He received complaints 
about Indians leaving their reservations to hunt. They had 
killed large quantities of game, violating Territorial laws. 
One complaint came from Charles Mullen of Mesa, who stated 
that he had met an Apache in the mountains north of their 
reservation with twelve deer packed on horses. Juan Baskal, 
who lived adjacent to the Moqui Reservation in Northeastern 
Arizona, claimed that he had seen hundreds of antelope 
killed by Moquis, after the Indians had driven the animals 
into corrals off their reservation. Upon hearing of these 
complaints, the editor of Recreation Magazine. G. 0. 
"Coquina" Shields, wrote Brodie that the only justice for 
"such butchers" was "cold lead." Brodie submitted the 
complaints to the Interior Department. In a letter dated 
December 2, Indian Commissioner Jones replied that he had 
relayed the complaints to the agents at Fort Apache and San 
Carlos and to the superintendent in charge of the Moqui

31. Burnett to Brodie, November 22, 1902, Land File, DLA.
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Indians. He had warned the agents that the Indians under
their care must not hunt game outside of their reserves, for

32this was in violation of Arizona laws.
On December 10, Senator Beveridge delivered the 

majority report of the Committee on Territories to the 
Senate. Contrary to Governor Brodie's expectations, the 
committee favored statehood for Indian Territory and 
Oklahoma, but opposed statehood for New Mexico and Arizona. 
New Mexico and Arizona possessed many refined people, the 
committee reasoned, but the scarcity of population, limited 
resources, and a lack of understanding of American institu
tions by a large number of citizens made statehood impos
sible at this time. The gambling and prostitution data had 
not aided the cause for statehood. Senator William B. Bate 
on December 15, presented the minority report of the 
committee. In it he hinted— as did the Arizona press— that 
the Republican opposition to statehood was a retaliatory 
measure, because the Republicans had lost the Arizona 
delegate race. Bate declared that the majority report was 
purposely based on information that would "convict the 
territories of unfitness rather than to afford the Senate 
any valuable information regarding them." A day later, the

DLA. 32. Jones to Brodie, December 2, 1902, Land File,
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Senate voted to postpone further consideration of the

33Omnibus Bill until the following January.
On December 15 Governor Brodie paroled Arizona's 

notorious female bandit, Pearl Hart. In the summer of 1899 
Pearl and an accomplice, Joe Boot, had robbed the Globe- 
Florence stage as it entered a canyon near the Gila River 
crossing at Kelvin. The pair were apprehended and after 
Pearl's brief escape from the Tucson jail, they were 
sentenced to prison terms at Yuma. The jury at Florence 
refused to convict Pearl of stage robbery, but charged her 
with taking the revolver of the stage driver. For this 
heinous crime she was sentenced to a five year term at the 
territorial prison. Pearl was addicted to morphine, had 
lived with several men illicitly, and was not an attractive 
woman by any means. Yet she possessed a certain charisma 
and her presence at the prison attracted tourists, 
curiosity seekers, prison guards, and fellow inmates.^

After serving three years of her five year sentence 
Pearl was reportedly reforming and Brodie paroled her. The

33. Phoenix Republican. December 11, 16, 1902. 
Tucson Star, December 13, 1902. The Arizona Good Templars 
were a local chapter of the League of Women Suffragists. 
Their official organ in Arizona was the Arizona Good Templar.

34. Report of the Governor of Arizona to the Secre
tary of the Interior, 1903 (Washington: Government Printing 
Office, 1903), p. 33. McClintock, Arizona. II, pp. 474-75. 
McClintock mistakenly stated that Pearl was the only female 
prisoner at the institution. With the admittance of Pearl 
Hart, there actually were five female inmates at the prison.
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Territorial Board of Control and Superintendent Griffith had 
recommended the parole, ostensibly because the prison 
possessed inadequate facilities for housing female prisoners. 
Rosa Duran was paroled on the same day. For years there 
were many questionable factors regarding Pearl's parole.
If prison facilities were insufficient for the care of 
female prisoners, why was Pearl detained for three years 
before the conclusion was reached? Also, why were only two 
of the prison's three female inmates released after this 
decision was made? Years later, it was disclosed that in 
1902, the prison doctor had informed the warden that Pearl 
Hart was pregnant, and Brodie, fearing a scandal, had 
paroled Pearl and also Rosa Duran who was aware of Pearl's 
condition.

During his six months as governor, Alexander Brodie 
had demonstrated that he was a capable, conscientious, and 
effective chief executive. Men of both parties hailed the 
caliber of his appointments as commendable, and in handling 
territorial problems, he had exercised objectivity and 
resolution. Certainly in his first annual report to the 
Secretary of the Interior, Brodie reflected that he had been 
a busy executive. In promoting statehood he had taken a

35. Report of the Governor. 1903. p. 33. Bert 
Fireman, "For More Than Half A Century, George Smalley Kept 
A Woman's Secret," Arizona Days and Ways. September 23,
1956, 38-39. Tucson Citizen, January 1, 1904. Tucson Star, 
May 19, 1904.
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strong stand. The laboring man in the territory, likewise, 
looked to his benevolence. By the end of 1902, Brodie had 
not gained control of the Arizona Republican party, but he 
was making positive strides in that direction. Reviewing 
the governor's half year in office. The Tucson Citizen, a 
Democratic paper, stated that Brodie, "comes nearer being 
the governor of all the people than any man who has ever 
held the office in Arizona.11

36. Tucson Citizen. January 19, 1903



CHAPTER III

1903: YEAR OF DECISION, ACHIEVEMENT,
AND STRUGGLE

At 2:00 p.m. on January 19, 1903, Governor Brodie 
arrived in the House chambers of the new Capitol in Phoenix, 
to address the Twenty-second Legislature. A select committee 
escorted him to the podium amidst enthusiastic applause.
The Governor was attired in a dark, open-breasted cut-away 
suit and wore his usual modified bow tie. Brodie1s well 
groomed dark hair was slightly graying and his tanned 
forehead bore signs of balding, but his clear blue eyes 
showed vigor and determination as he strode forward with a 
dignified step. Eugene S. Ives, President of the Council, 
introduced the Governor to the legislature.

Brodie spoke first on the financial condition of the 
Territory. Drawing on the figures in his 1902 report to the 
Secretary of the Interior, he declared that the total taxable 
wealth of Arizona was $39,083,177.57. This represented a 
gain of $229,346.20 over the previous year. The territorial 
debt was approximately the same as it had been the previous 
year. Brodie recommended legislation to procure more tax 
revenue from Arizona's wealthy mining property. As he had 
indicated to the Beveridge committee, the value of one 
individual mine alone could far exceed the entire territory's

65
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assessed evaluation. As he believed in justness and fair
ness , Brodie proposed that proportionate taxes be levied on 
the output of the producing mines, so that they could help 
support the government.1

He also asked for a law requiring all political 
parties to hold primary elections at the same time at 
specified sites in the Territory. In order to more 
equitably administer public affairs, purify elections, and 
procure a more correct representation in the House of 
Representatives, Brodie favored a law dividing the counties 
into supervisorial and legislative districts. He predicted 
that an eight hour labor law would be proposed in the 
legislative session, and urged careful investigation on its 
benefits.

The Governor presented an informative report on the 
territorial institutions. The prison at Yuma, he said, was 
badly in need of repair. He did not recommend the building 
of a new prison, however, as had his predecessor. He 
lauded the law enforcement work of the Arizona Rangers, 
praised its first captain, Burton C. Mossman, and recom
mended that the Ranger force be doubled in size. He noted 
that the Territorial Industrial School at Benson was now

1. Journals of the Twenty-Second Legislative 
Assembly, 1903 (Phoenix: Press of the Arizona Republican, 
1903) , pp. 1-16. Phoenix Republican, January 20, 1903. 
"Governors Message to the Twenty-Second Legislative Assembly 
of the Territory of Arizona," in Report of the Governor.
1903 . pp. 190-93. "Hearings," SD 35.



67
completed, and requested that an appropriation be made to 
furnish the buildings, provide for walls around the institu
tion, and improve the grounds. In referring to Arizona's 
institutions of higher learning, Brodie asked the legisla
ture to pass a resolution of gratitude to the Copper Queen 
Mining Company and its president James Douglas for gifts 
totaling $10,000 to the University of Arizona for the 
construction of a gymnasium and a hall of mechanical arts.
He commended the work of the Arizona Pioneers Historical
Society and requested that monetary assistance be provided

2to the organization.
Brodie felt that one of his most important missions 

was to promote honest government. He let it be known that 
since taking office, he had not drawn a single penny from 
the territorial treasury. Indirectly, he was referring to 
the prosecution that Democratic Senator Eugene Ives, 
President of the Council, had instituted in November of 
1901 against Governor Murphy and Auditor Vickers. Accord
ing to Act 89 passed by the previous legislature, the 
Governor was allowed to draw on his own receipt $750 per 
year from the treasury, without requiring a voucher or 
explanation of how the funds would be spent. Brodie stated

2. "Governor's Message to the Legislature," Report 
of the Governor. 1903. pp. 193-99.
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that he could not favor any scheme to get money out of the

3territorial treasury.
The Governor made it clear that Territorial Secre

tary Isaac T. Stoddard, a McKinley-Hanna appointee and 
member of the stalwart wing of the Republican party, was 
persona non grata to his administration. Stoddard had 
grown wealthy in office under Murphy. Brodie condemned the 
tradition of allowing the Territorial Secretary to pocket 
the incorporation fees collected by this office. Many 
corporations chose to incorporate in Arizona because of her 
liberal corporation laws, but he felt the treasury itself 
should receive the tens of thousands of dollars collected—  
and not an individual. The Governor implicitly urged the 
legislature to enact legislation transferring incorporation 
fee collection to the hands of the territorial auditor, who 
would automatically place the funds in the Treasury.^

3. "Governor's Message to the Legislature," Report 
of the Governor, 1903, p. 196. George S. Smalley to his 
father, P. J. Smalley, August 1, 1903, Smalley Collection, 
AHS. Phoenix Enterprise. January 20, 1903. Ives to B. F. 
Dunlevy, November 21, 1902; to James H. McKenney, Clerk of 
the U. S. Supreme Court, April 29, September 15, 1904, in 
Ives Letterbooks, II, 34, III, 69, 81, respectively, UAL.
In his 1902 communication, Ives said he was preparing a 
brief for an appeal of the suits against Murphy and Vickers 
to the Arizona Supreme Court. Later he actually took his 
appeal to the United States Supreme Court.

4. Brodie to McClintock, January 19, 1902, 
McClintock File, PPL. Smalley, Adventures, pp. 117-18. 
McClintock, Arizona. II, pp. 252-53.



The Arizona press commented on Brodie's message, 
terming it as basically a public service document. The 
Governor was expressly lauded by the Democratic press. The 
Phoenix Enterprise for example, decided Brodie seemed to be 
"a good Democrat after all!" The Democratic platform of 
1902 had called for a mining tax, primary election law, 
eight hour labor law, and other recommendations which Brodie 
had made. He had not only made a sally against certain 
leaders of his own party, but apparently was soliciting the 
support of Democrats and men of honesty and integrity 
throughout Arizona, it seemed.^

On the evening of January 19, 1903, the Governor and 
Mrs. Brodie attended a reception given in their honor by 
Secretary and Mrs. Stoddard in their home on North Center 
Street in Phoenix. Most of the Territorial officials and 
people of importance were present. Stoddard had gone to 
great extremes to please and influence the Governor. As 
guests entered and looked down the hall to the dining room, 
they saw a sign bearing the name BRODIE formed by many 
colored electric globes. The seal of the executive depart
ment of Arizona hung above it. An eight-piece orchestra 
played delightful music. Many potted plants, favorites of 
Mrs. Brodie, were in evidence. While the Brodies enjoyed

5. Tucson Star. January 20, 1903. Phoenix 
Enterprise. January 20, 1903.
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the reception, Stoddard would soon learn that his efforts to 
appease the Governor had been in vain.^

On January 20 Arizona lawmakers adopted and sent 
resolutions to the legislatures of fifteen states, urging 
them to encourage their national senators to support the 
Omnibus Bill. On February 3 Arizona Delegate Mark Smith 
sent a message to the legislature saying that opponents of 
the Omnibus Bill were preparing to push for joining 
Arizona and New Mexico into one state. The legislature 
was quick to reply. On the following day, they passed and 
sent to Congress a resolution stating that Arizona was 
"unalterably opposed to the admission of Arizona and New 
Mexico as one state under any terms or conditions what-

7ever."
During the early part of February, Brodie's atten

tion was once again turned to the McDowell affair. On 
February 9 the Office of Indian Affairs forwarded to the 
Governor a copy of House Document No. 274 which included 
a copy of a pending congressional bill proposing to resolve 
the McDowell problem and a collection of correspondence 
which contained information on the specific allotment of

6. Phoenix Republican. January 20, 1903.
7. Journals of the Twenty-Second Legislative 

Assembly, 1903. pp. 18-20, 33-34. George H. Kelly (comp.), 
Legislative History: Arizona 1864-1913 (Phoenix: Manu
facturing Stationers, Inc., 1926), pp. 227-29. Phoenix 
Republican. February 5, 1903. Tucson Star, February 6, 1903.



lands at the old military post to the Mojave Apaches. A 
letter of transmittal cautioned the Governor not to allot 
the lands as prescribed until Congress or the President 
through executive order had granted the authority. In late 
October, the McDowell Reservation matter was finally 
resolved. By executive order on September 15, Roosevelt 
set aside three hundred acres encompassing the old fort 
buildings, parade grounds, and a canal for the Mojave- 
Apaches, and threw the remaining area open to settlement.
The settlers removed from the Indian area, would be com
pensated for claims. Indian Affairs Special Agent Frank 
Mead and Forrest McKinley of the General Land Office
subsequently adjusted matters with the settlers and the

8Indians, with the cooperation of the Governor.
On February 10, Governor Brodie appeared before the 

legislature and introduced two commissioners from the state 
of Utah. While he opposed their objectives, the Governor 
had received the men courteously when they had presented 
their credentials to him. The two men had been sent to 
inquire into the possible cession to Utah of the Arizona 
Strip, that part of the Territory lying north of the 
Colorado River. The idea was to make the Colorado River
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8. A. C. Tanner, Acting Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, to Brodie, February 9, 1903, Land File, DLA. 
Phoenix Republican. October 24, 1903. Edward Dawson, Chief 
Clerk of the Secretary of the Interior, to Brodie, November 
5, 1903, Land File, DLA.
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the boundary between the state of Utah and the territory of 
Arizona. Needless to say, the commissioners were unsuccess
ful in arousing positive interest in the Arizona Legislature.
In fact, the legislature sent a memorial to Congress con-

9demning this annexation idea.
By February 17 the legislature had completed more 

than half of its session, and was living up to the Tucson 
Arizona Star's prediction that it would make "haste slowly." 
It had only passed two minor bills. One paid the expenses 
of special legislative committees appointed to investigate 
the Territorial institutions; the other, also an appropria
tion measure, covered the postage incurred by the legis
lators. The legislature was going the way of its 
predecessors. The Phoenix Arizona Republican observed 
that it probably would postpone vital measures as usual 
until the last night of the session.

For a few hours on February 26, Brodie temporarily 
suspended all other business in the executive offices, in 
order to sign a notary's commission. Alex Brodie had always 
considered himself an ordinary citizen, and never carried a 
title that he had not justly earned. However, in that 
morning's mail, he had received a petition addressed to

9. Journals of the Twenty-Second Legislative 
Assembly. 1903. pp. 60, 285. Report of the Governor of 
Arizona. 1903. p. 202.

10.. Tucson Star. January 22, 1903. Phoenix 
Republican. January 31, 1903.
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"Your Majesty,11 requesting an appointment to the humble 
position of notary public. With due grace, Brodie promptly 
approved and executed the commission.

The Territorial Council had reservations about the 
joint statehood proposal by late February, and accordingly 
passed the Ives Resolution. This resolution stated that 
Arizona would be willing to accept admission as one state 
combined with New Mexico under certain conditions. Without 
informing the lower house, a copy of this ostensibly joint 
resolution was hastily telegraphed to Delegate Mark Smith 
in Washington. By March 2 the Arizona House learned of 
these machinations and promptly repudiated the Council's 
action. In a bombastic statement on behalf of the citizenry 
and the pioneers "who have wrung from the savage this fair 
land of Arizona," the House reaffirmed the conviction that 
Arizona would accept no substitute for single statehood.
Mark Smith was immediately informed that the Ives Resolu
tion was not an instrument of the entire legislature, and 
that he should continue to push for single statehood for 
Arizona. It was reported that Smith approved of the House's 
message. On March 4 Congress adjourned without taking 
action, and thereby postponed the statehood issue. The

12date also marked the end of Smith's tenure as delegate. 11 12

11. Phoenix Republican. February 27, 1903.
12. Jay J. Wagoner, Arizona Territory 1863-1912,

A Political History (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,



With the jointure issue temporarily postponed, the 
Governor's attention next shifted to labor legislation. On 
March 10 Brodie signed into law a bill providing for a 
maximum of eight hours of work in all underground mines or 
workings. By this act, he not only endeared himself to the 
masses but accorded labor a most significant recognition.
The eight hour proposal had long been a controversial issue, 
and the Tucson Arizona Star had expressed apprehension con
cerning it. If the eight hour bill were passed, it had 
said, the mining companies would reduce wages paid to equal 
hours worked. Strikes then would occur with a resultant
loss of property. Its views would be tested on June 1, when

13the Eight Hour Law became effective.
On March 12, 1903, Brodie learned that the Federal 

Reclamation Service would construct the Tonto Dam in the 
Salt River Valley. In his 1902 report, the Governor had 
requested reclamation aid under the newly enacted Federal 
Irrigation Act of 1902, and was pleased that the project had 
been authorized. The new structure, later known as the 
Theodore Roosevelt Dam, was the genesis of the Salt River 
Project, and the first major undertaking under the Federal 
Irrigation Act. As early as 1896 Brodie had joined those in * 13

1970), pp. 406-408. Kelly, Legislative History, pp. 227-28. 
Phoenix Republican. March 5, 1903.

13. Journals of the Twenty-Second Legislative 
Assembly. 1903. 393. Tucson Star. February 20, 1903.
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Arizona agitating for a national reclamation service, and as 
Governor had appointed Dwight B. Heard, Joseph H. Kibbey, 
and B. A. Fowler to head Arizona's twenty man delegation to 
the Tenth National Irrigation Congress held in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, in October of 1902. He also had en
couraged the creation of the Salt River Valley Water Users 
Association in February of 1903 as a contractual agency to 
secure the loan for building the new dam and assigning water 
rights. As an engineer, Brodie had advocated that the 
productive reclamation of Arizona's arid lands could be best 
obtained through a system of storage reservoirs. It was 
gratifying that such ideas found fruition during his 
administration as Governor.

About this same time, Brodie urged legislation to 
transfer the collection of incorporation fees from the 
office of the Secretary to that of the Auditor. The Terri
torial Treasury should benefit from corporations incorpo
rating in Arizona, he felt, instead of the Secretary per
sonally. To effect this change, L. O. Cowan of Pima County 
introduced what came to be known as the Cowan Bill in the 
House. From its inception, the measure was bitterly fought 
by Secretary Stoddard, who at first gathered a legislative 
majority against the proposition. In the Council, Henry 
Ashurst of Coconino County, a Stoddard ally, proposed an 14

14. McClintock, Arizona. II, 436. Phoenix 
Republican. September 12, 1902.
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alternate measure that would keep the incorporation business 
in the hands of the Secretary, but would allow the Terri
torial Treasury half of the fees.

To influence the discussion, Brodie transmitted a 
report to the legislature concerning the fees the Secretary 
received. It was estimated that annual emoluments of the 
office ranged from $10,000 to $125,000. With this evidence, 
the legislature created a special committee to investigate 
Stoddard's books but he refused to turn them over. The 
committee succeeded, however, in reviewing the current fee 
book, and found that during a twenty-five day period in 
January, Stoddard had collected over $3,000. The press of 
the Territory now swung behind the Cowan Bill. In an 
editorial addressed to Stoddard, the Tucson Arizona Star 
said that unless the Secretary ceased his opposition "to the 
enactment of a law recommended by the Governor, which is in 
the interest of public service and the people, your succes
sor will be appointed." The Cowan Bill, despite the efforts 
of Isaac Stoddard, passed the legislature by a large 
majority and became law. The office of the Territorial 
Auditor assumed control over collecting incorporation fees. 
For Stoddard, the legislation meant the beginning of the end 
of his public career. For Brodie the act was another step 
toward more honesty in government. 15

15. Smalley, Adventures. pp. 117-18. Tucson 
Citizen. February 24, 1903. Phoenix Republican. March 4, 
1903. Tucson Star, March 4, 1903.
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On March 19 the Governor caused a brief flurry of 

excitement by vetoing the Equal Suffrage Bill. The subject 
of equal suffrage, he stated, was not within the legal 
jurisdiction of the legislature and was obnoxious to the 
organic law of the territory. In his opinion Congress 
itself had intended to restrict the elective franchise to 
males. As the question of woman suffrage was a national 
issue, Brodie was both praised and censured by the Arizona 
newspapers. The Tucson Citizen lauded the veto, declaring 
that the proper place for decent, self-respecting women was 
in the home, while the Phoenix Democrat opposed the veto and 
was convinced that Brodie had been bribed by the saloon men. 
The Tucson Arizona Star contended that in his latest foray, 
Brodie the Rough Rider had made the women of Arizona his 
victims.

When it adjourned on March 19 the Twenty-Second 
Legislature had compiled an impressive record. Most of 
Brodie1s requests had been acted upon favorably. The 
Governor had been authorized to increase the number of 
Arizona Rangers to a maximum of twenty-six men. Storage 
dams and equipment utilized for generating and transmitting 
electric power had been exempted from taxation for ten 16

16. Journals of the Twenty-Second Legislative 
Assembly, 1903. pp. 473-75. Tucson Citizen, March 18, 1903. 
Tucson Star. March 20, 1903. Phoenix Enterorise, March 21, 
1903. '
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years. Considerable legislation relative to education was 
passed, including a measure requiring schools to display the 
United States flag and to conduct appropriate patriotic 
exercises. Appropriations were voted for completing and 
furnishing the reform school at Benson. The legislature 
created a territorial board of health and another to regulate 
the practice of medicine and dentistry. The Governor was 
empowered to send as many companies of Territorial militia 
as he thought advisable to the Louisiana Purchase Exposition 
at St. Louis, provided that none of the expense came from 
Territorial funds. Curiously, one bill that Brodie did not 
encourage was a measure calling for the building of a monu
ment honoring the Rough Riders. He desired to play down 
the Rough Rider implications of his appointment as Governor. 
In all, the legislature passed ninety-three acts and ten 
memorials and joint resolutions. Several of these, for 
example, the Eight Hour Law, showed that Arizona was as 
progressive as any of her sister territories or states. In
general, the record also was a vote of confidence in the

17territorial chief executive.
Since mid-January, Arizonans had become increasingly 

excited over President Roosevelt's acceptance of Brodie1s 
invitation to visit the Territory. The Governor added to 17

17. Report of the Governor. 1903, pp. 201-203.
Acts, Resolutions, and Memorials of the Twenty-Second Leqis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of Arizona (Phoenix: n.p., 
1903), pp. 29, 97, 108.
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this excitement by holding periodic meetings at the Capitol
with territorial officials and former Rough Riders to make
arrangements for the reception of the President. On March
20 the President's secretary, William Loeb, telegraphed to
confirm that on May 6 the Roosevelt party would stop in
Arizona only one day. Roosevelt wanted to visit the Grand
Canyon, and asked Brodie to arrange a horseback ride for him
there. The occasion for Roosevelt's visit was to be both a

18Rough Rider reunion as well as an Arizona welcome.
April was a busy month for Governor Brodie. He met 

with Arizona's Worlds Fair Commission planning the Terri
tory's display for the coming Louisiana Purchase Exposition, 
traveled to the Grand Canyon with his family and Territorial 
Auditor William Nichols and his wife to make arrangements 
for the President's visit, and attended a meeting of the 
reform school board in Benson. As Brodie had been invited 
to join the presidential party in New Mexico and accompany 
it to Arizona, the Governor and his private secretary, George 
Smalley, on May 4 entrained for Albuquerque, leaving 
Secretary Stoddard the Acting Governor. ^  18 19

18. Phoenix Republican. January 18, April 9, 1903. 
Prescott Courier, February 4, 1903. Phoenix Enterprise,
March 21, 1903.

19. Prescott Courier. April 16, 1903. Tucson 
Citizen. April 22, 1903. Brodie to Secretary of the 
Interior E. A. Hitchcock, April 27, 1903, Appointment 
Papers, Roll 1, RID, AHF. Phoenix Republican„ April 29,
1903.
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In the early morning hours of May 6, crowds gathered 

at the towns along the Santa Fe line to catch a glimpse of 
the President. The special train arrived at the Grand 
Canyon at 9:00 a.m. From the observation platform at the 
rear of the train, the two eminent Rough Riders, Roosevelt 
and Brodie, responded to a cheering crowd of 1,000 delighted 
Arizonans who had gathered there.

After greeting former comrades, Roosevelt, Brodie, 
and several companions departed on horseback to visit Rowes 
Point and a nearby mining camp. When the party got out of 
sight of the crowd, Roosevelt "took off his hat and yelled 
like a wild Indian," Brodie later reported. Personally 
impressed by Roosevelt’s gregariousness and sincerity, 
Smalley observed that the President and Brodie were a great 
deal alike— except that the Governor was quieter and more 
soldierly. After the horseback ride, the Presidential 
party, which included President Nicholas Murray Butler of 
Columbia University and a host of eastern journalists, 
enjoyed a luncheon at the Bright Angel Hotel.

At a planned public ceremony after lunch Governor 
Brodie intoduced President Roosevelt to a large assemblage 
outside the lodge. Roosevelt responded by stating that he 
had met many of his former comrades whom he admired and 
respected. He would not particularize, except to say that 
"there is no one for whom I feel more of respect and admira
tion and affection than your Governor." The President
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praised the beauty of the Grand Canyon and declared that it 
should be set aside and preserved as a national monument.
He lauded Arizona's Salt River Project and said that the 
Tonto Dam represented the first and biggest experiment under 
the new federal irrigation act.

The President next presented diplomas to the 
graduates of the Northern Normal School at Flagstaff. In 
turn, he received a Navajo blanket, buckskin Navajo boots 
with silver buckles, and a live "Teddy" bear, the gift of 
the Bisbee Rough Riders. After the public ceremonies, the 
President, Brodie, and a small mounted party rode to the 
Grand View Trail. At 5:30 p.m. a Rough Rider reunion was 
held in the President's private car, and at seven o'clock 
the Roosevelt party departed for California. Roosevelt's 
visit to Arizona had been short, but was a distinct success. 
Much of the credit for the success was due to the Governor's 
capable planning. ^

On May 23 Governor Brodie departed for the Bast to 
attend to private business. He also was anxious to see his 
wife, who had become ill after her arrival at Pennington,
New Jersey, several weeks earlier. Being of frail health, 
Mrs. Brodie for several years previous had spent her * 1

20. Phoenix Enterprise. May 6, 1903. Morison, 
Letters. IV, 1358. McClintock, Arizona, II, 542. Phoenix 
Republican. May 7, 1903. Smalley to P. J. Smalley, August
1, 1903, Smalley Collection, AHS.



summers in the East and the remainder of the year with her 
husband in Arizona.

While in the East, Brodie heard that F. Yale Adams, 
the President of the University of Arizona, had submitted 
his resignation. The Tucson Arizona Star asserted that the 
institution might now progress and prosper, for the leader
ship of the university hopefully would now pass from 
politics to education. The Tucson Citizen. however, re
porting on a confidential interview with Adams, asserted 
that the President had resigned because he was hampered in 
his actions by the Board of Regents and especially by 
Chancellor Fitch whom Brodie, in mid-March, had requested be 
made President. The paper stated that Fitch was a Michigan 
politician and mining investor who wanted Adams' position. 
Roosevelt in 1902 had urged Governor Murphy, and more 
recently Governor Brodie, to appoint Fitch to the presidency. 
University students were indignant over Adams' resignation 
and had declared that if Fitch or any other man were 
selected president on the basis of political considerations, 
they would fight. To many observers, the resignation had 
political overtones and could embarrass Brodie. Some felt 
that Adams and Stoddard may have acted in collusion. They 
had been boyhood friends, and Stoddard had awarded him the 
presidency two years previous while Acting Governor. Brodie
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learned of the Adams matter on June 6, but took no action

21until his return to Arizona.
Stoddard's handling of the mining strike in the 

towns of Clifton and Morenci near the New Mexico border 
also embarrassed Brodie. The new Territorial eight-hour 
law became effective on June 1, 1903, and on that date 
several mines in Arizona were shut down by strikes. Mine 
owners refused to pay the workers the same wages for fewer 
hours than they had paid earlier. At Clifton and Morenci, 
in hopes of averting a strike, the owners of the Arizona, 
Detroit, and Shannon copper companies met with labor 
leaders and offered an eleventh hour compromise of nine 
hours pay for the maximum eight hours work. But the mine 
workers insisted on the regular ten hours pay for eight 
hours work.

There were over 3,000 strikers in the two towns, 
but for the first few days they lacked leadership. Large 
groups of angry workers roamed the streets, marched upon 
the mines and mills, and enforced their demands for the 
stoppage of all industry. The Longfellow and Coronado 
mines were forced to close. On June 6, Acting Governor 21

21. Brodie to Hitchcock, May 23, 1903, Appointment 
Papers, Roll 1, RID, AHF. Tucson Citizen, June 5, 6, 1903. 
Tucson Star. June 6, 7, 1903. Journals of the Twenty-Second 
Legislative Assembly, 1903, pp. 188-89. Douglas D Martin, 
Lamp in the Desert (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
I960), pi 80. Brodie to Smalley, June 7, 1903, Smalley 
Collection, AHS.
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Stoddard sent Captain Thomas Rynning and fifteen Arizona 
Rangers to Morenci by special train to assist Graham County 
Sheriff Burt Parks in maintaining law and order. They 
joined the small force of fifty deputies in patrolling the 
copper properties until June 8, when the deputies and 
Rangers were suddenly confronted near the mill of the 
Detroit Copper Company by a large group of angry, armed 
miners who commanded the law force to retire. Cool headed- 
ness prevailed. Ordering a halt, then a retreat, Parks 
averted bloodshed.

By June 9 the miners were organized and armed.
Their leader, "Three Fingered Jack" Lausteneau announced 
they intended to take over Morenci. With the situation now 
dangerous, Sheriff Parks and Captain Rynning wired Stoddard 
for assistance. Stoddard immediately ordered the mobiliza
tion of Arizona's National Guard regiment, and sent it under 
the command of Colonel James H. McClintock, Acting Adjutant 
General, to Morenci. He also telegraphed the War Depart
ment and requested five companies of regular soldiers.
While Stoddard frantically sought physical assistance, a 
natural catastrophe occurred on June 10 in Clifton and 
Morenci which aborted the strike. A terrific rain storm 
swept the area, bringing a flood which took fourteen lives.
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Only the breaking of the Walnut Grove Dam was regarded as a

22greater disaster.
Colonel McClintock and the Territorial guardsmen 

arrived at Clifton and Morenci on the eleventh and quickly 
disarmed the strikers. Later the same day, Colonel Thomas 
C. Lebo and five troops of dismounted cavalry from Forts 
Grant and Huachuca reached the scene. Twenty Arizona 
Rangers also were now present. Mine owners began to make 
plans to re-open their mines. Late in the afternoon of 
June 12 Superintendent James Colquhoun of the Arizona Copper 
Company announced that the strike had been settled amicably. 
Word that the strike had ended reached Brodie at the 
Pennington, New Jersey, railroad depot just as he was en
training for Arizona. With this happy news, he decided to 
remain in the East with his wife for a few more days. When 
he did reach Arizona on June 21, Brodie, in an act of 
pettiness, ignored Stoddard's capable handling of the strike. 
In a communication to Roosevelt, the Governor lauded his 
prompt authorization of the use of the regulars in settling 
the strike situation. He also praised the Arizona Rangers
and the Arizona National Guard for their contributions. Of

o 3Stoddard, however, he said nothing. 22 23

22. Tucson Citizen, June 4, 1903. McClintock, 
Arizona. II, 527-28. Phoenix Republican. June 11, 16, 1903.

23. McClintock, Arizona. II, 528. Brodie to 
Hitchcock, June 12, 13, 1903, Appointment Papers, Roll 1,
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The most pressing problem Brodie faced upon his 

return to Phoenix was the deplorable state of affairs at 
the University of Arizona. As Ferris Fitch was a capable 
educator with political connections, the Governor attempted 
to abide by President Roosevelt's wishes and install Fitch 
as University President. However, Adams' abrupt and untimely 
resignation had precipitated a newspaper and public debate 
and an antipathy to political appointments at the univer
sity. An editorial in the Phoenix Arizona Republican ad
vised Brodie to cast aside personal and political considera
tions. On July 1, the Tucson Citizen called for Brodie to 
re-establish the university in the confidence of the people 
by extricating it from "the dirty pool of politics." The 
paper urged that the Board of Regents act as a business body 
and senate to advise the President, but not to interfere 
with him on matters of education or discipline.

At the Board of Regents meeting held in Tucson on 
July 6, Ferris Fitch's timely resignation as Chancellor of 
the university and President of the Board of Regents rescued 
Brodie. At the same meeting the Board accepted the resigna
tion of President F. Yale Adams and appointed Chaplain 
Winfield Scott as temporary chancellor and P ^ssor Howard
J. Hall as temporary President. The Governc w announced

Rir if. Tucson Star, June 11, 13, 1903. Brodie to
Roc It,
Pap , LC.

July 25, 1903, Series 1, Reel 35, Roosevelt



that there would be no more politics in university affairs 
and that an eminently qualified educator would be appointed 
as the next President.

By August Brodie arranged the appointment of 
Professor Kendrick Babcock as President of the University of 
Arizona. Babcock was a nationally prominent educator, and 
his selection was universally lauded by Arizonans as repre
senting a removal of politics from education. At the Board 
of Regents meeting on September 15, Brodie indicated his 
esteem of Babcock by granting him .full control over univer
sity educational policy and administration. All appoint
ments, promotions, and dismissals of professors, instructors, 
and assistants henceforth would be made only at the Presi
dent's recommendation. The shift in authority from the 
Board of Regents to the President inaugurated a new era in 
the life and progress of the university.^

On July 19 Governor Brodie traveled to Prescott and 
met General Frank D. Baldwin, who was making an official 
visit to Arizona as commander of the Military Department of 
Colorado. General Baldwin was conducting a tour of posts 
under his jurisdiction in the Territory, and Brodie 
accompanied him from Prescott to Tucson amidst much pomp 
and ceremony. In a communication to President Roosevelt,

24. Brodie to Hitchcock, June 22, 1903, Appointment 
Papers, Roll 1, RID, AHF. Phoenix Republican, June 30, July 
24, August 7, 1903. Tucson Citizen. July 1, September 15, 
1903. Tucson Star. July 8, 1903.
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Brodie stated that Baldwin seemed to be a very capable

25officer and would reflect credit on Arizona.
On August 31 Smalley, Brodie, and Ed Kirkland, a 

personal friend of the Governor's, finished the 1903 report, 
and forwarded the two hundred and sixty-four page document 
to Interior Secretary Hitchcock. In his introductory 
comments, Brodie sketched the general conditions in the 
Territory. The population was now 160,000 and the total 
taxable property was.$43,088,040.62. As in his previous 
annual report, the Governor pointed out that the mining 
industry, the greatest wealth-producer in Arizona, was being 
allowed to escape its proper valuation; consequently, this 
industry did not help support the public institutions. He 
next included the report on the territorial prison, stating 
that three women prisoners had been paroled, including Pearl 
Hart who had been released on December 15, 1902. Elana 
Estrada would be detained for two more years.

A host of varied reports followed. There were 
diagnostic reports on the mines by mine owners or super
intendents, comments on the University of Arizona by the 
Acting President, and statements on the National Guard, 
including its participation in the Morenci strike. Included 
also were reports on the Territory's railroads and a survey

25. Phoenix Republican. July 21, 22, 1903. Brodie 
to Roosevelt, July 25, 1903, Series 1, Reel 35, Roosevelt Papers, LC.
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of the activities of the Arizona Rangers. Brodie was 
especially pleased with the Rangers, and praised them 
highly. Among the Indian agency reports was one by Brodie1s 
good friend and fellow Rough Rider, James B. Alexander,
Agent of the Pima Reservation. President Roosevelt's visit 
to the Grand Canyon received notice. Brodie also appended 
his message to the Twenty-Second Legislature, and a list of 
bills enacted by that body. He presented his reasons for- 
vetoing the woman suffrage bill, which he deemed unconsti
tutional and contrary to the dictates of Arizona's Organic 
Act.

Brodie's recommendations echoed many of those in his 
1902 report. First and foremost he reiterated Arizona's 
claims to statehood and asked the Interior Department to 
lend its influence in Congress on Arizona's behalf. He 
requested that Indian School facilities in Arizona be 
improved, that surveys be made for the construction of a 
levee at Yuma to prevent the overflow of cultivated lands 
along the Colorado River, and that Arizona's forests be 
rejuvenated through a program of tree planting by the Forest 
Service. Additional water storage systems and power produc
tion facilities were needed, so that flood and subsurface 
waters would be available for purposes of irrigation.
Brodie also asked for Federal aid for constructing terri
torial buildings. The Governor's salary should be raised to 
that provided by law. Numerous tables and illustrations
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were included. The 1903 report was the most extensive 
document an Arizona governor had ever submitted to the 
Secretary of the Interior. It reflected Brodie's concern 
for good government— and George Smalley's literary talents.

During the summer Brodie had launched an attack on 
Stoddard. After the passage of the Cowan Act, which placed 
incorporation fee collection in the Auditor's Office, many 
Arizonans came to believe that Stoddard was a corrupt 
official. In July of 1903, charges were brought against the 
Secretary by John G. Tinker, Secretary of the Maricopa 
Republican Press Association, and Roosevelt ordered Brodie 
to make an honest, rigid, and thorough investigation.
Before he could make such an investigation, however, he 
learned that Stoddard was in the East appealing to Senators 
Thomas Platt of New York, Marcus A. Hanna of Ohio, and other 
politicians for assistance. Brodie now decided on overt 
action. On July 25 he wrote Roosevelt proposing a direct 
removal of Stoddard if the charges were proven true and if 
Roosevelt felt the act would not have repercussions in New 
York politics. Stoddard was the son-in-law of Judge Cleora 
Martin, mentioned as a gubernatorial candidate of New York. 
Although he knew that Stoddard's removal might embarrass him 
in his own state and result in a national power struggle,

26. Smalley to P. J. Smalley, August 1, 1903, 
Smalley Collection, AHS. Report of the Governor, 1903, pp. 
7-9, 13, 19, 33, 97-125, 140-48, 169-85, 188, 190-203, 205-206.
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Roosevelt promptly urged Drodie to action. It would make no 
difference, he declared, if Stoddard had strong support in 
the East, or whether his removal would affect New York 
politics, so long as the charges were substantiated. Brodie 
had kept the charges against the Secretary and his communica
tions with Roosevelt secret and confidential. However, on
August 3 Stoddard returned to Arizona, and his predicament

27quickly became public knowledge.
On September 28 the Arizona press announced that 

Secretary Stoddard had departed Arizona, ostensibly to look 
over his mining property in Nebraska. He planned to go on

27. Brodie to Roosevelt, July 25, 1903, Series 1, 
Reel 35; Roosevelt to Brodie, June 24, 1903, Series 2, Reel 
331, Vol. 40; Brodie to Secretary William Loeb, Jr., July 11, 
1903, Series 1, Reel 34; Theorodore Roosevelt Papers, LC. 
Smalley to P. J. Smalley, August 1, 1903, Smalley Collection, 
AHS. Phoenix Republican. July 1, August 4, 1903. Platt and 
Roosevelt had long been political enemies in New York. Platt 
and Hanna had earlier favored Roosevelt as McKinley1s 1900 
running mate in order to bury Roosevelt politically. In 
1900 Platt had said of Roosevelt, "I want to get rid of the 
bastard . . . .  I don't want him raising hell in my state 
any longer." Hanna was the power behind the McKinley throne 
and had been appalled when "that damned cowboy" had become 
President on September 14, 1901. By mid-1903 Hanna had 
begun the struggle to wrest control of the Republican party 
from Roosevelt. Roosevelt, however, was aware that the 
inevitable struggle for power would develop and had 
utilized the patronage to strengthen his position throughout 
the country, thus assuring his election in 1904. In Hanna's 
own state of Ohio, a heated struggle was being fought 
between Hanna and Senator Foraker, a strong Roosevelt 
supporter. Foraker favored an Ohio-pledged delegation to 
Roosevelt at the coming Republican National Convention.
Henry F. Pringle, Theodore Roosevelt: A Biography (New
York: Blue Ribbon Books, 1931), pp. 346-49.



to Binghampton, New York, and join Mrs. Stoddard and they 
would then return to Phoenix. On October 8, however, a 
quite different motive for the Secretary's departure was 
reported. Stoddard had been called to Washington, the 
newspapers said, to answer charges made against him by 
members of his own party. Five days Stoddard was in 
Washington conferring with Interior Secretary Hitchcock 
about the charges made by Tinker. Stoddard was charged with 
having paid lobbyists to defeat the Cowan Bill, and with 
reporting falsely to Brodie regarding amounts of money 
received in fees. A committee of the Twenty-Second Legis
lature also had conducted an investigation. Stoddard sought 
support from several New York Republicans, including Senator 
Platt, a very close friend of Secretary Hitchcock; Governor 
Benjamin Odell; Chairman George W. Dunn of the State 
Republican Committee; and Judge Cleora Martin. A sensa
tional story in the October 23 issue of the Phoenix Arizona 
Republican revealed that Secretary Hitchcock had supported
Stoddard's innocence, but that Roosevelt had verbally paved

28the way for Stoddard's retirement.
President Roosevelt publicly declared on November 

18 that the Stoddard affair was closed. Affidavits had 
arrived in Washington suggesting that the Secretary had

28. Phoenix Republican. September 28, October 14, 
23, 1903. Globe Arizona Silver Belt. October 8, 15, 1903. 
Tucson Star. October 31, 1903.
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attempted to bribe Representative N. Gonzales of Apache 
County during the last legislative session. Other affi
davits stressed Stoddard's burning of his fee books to deny 
the special legislative committee access to them. Roosevelt 
referred the case to Attorney General Philander C. Knox.
On November 26 Stoddard arrived in Arizona from the East 
and announced that he bore no animosity toward any Repub
lican in the Territory and that he was pleased with his
prospects. The door was gradually closing on him, how- 

29ever.
October was a busy month for Brodie. On the 

nineteenth he warmly received the William Randolph Hearst 
party of distinguished Congressmen. The Hearst party was 
touring Arizona to determine its suitability for statehood, 
simultaneously proclaiming that the Beveridge committee had 
been a farce. One territorial paper noted that the Beveridge 
committee had come to Arizona with the determination of 
reporting against statehood for Arizona, while the Hearst 
party came with intention of reporting for statehood (which 
they later did).

Brodie attended the inauguration of Kendrick Babcock 
as President of the University of Arizona. At the cere
monies held at the Opera House in Tucson, he pledged

29. Globe Silver Belt. November 19, 1903. Phoenix 
Republican. November 24, 27, 1903.
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support to the new President. "The hearts of all Arizonans" 
he said, "should swell with pride in being able to secure 
such an able educator." The appointment of Babcock, indeed, 
represented a step forward into a new educational era. A 
few days later, Brodie and Babcock attended a Rough Rider 
dinner at Morenci.

In early December, Brodie entrained for the East, 
ostensibly to bring his family back to Arizona. His actual 
mission was to see Roosevelt. On December 3, from Ashfork 
on the Santa Fe railroad line, Brodie sent Smalley a 
telegram advising him to be cautious about the Stoddard 
matter. He ordered him to keep out of the newspapers and to 
send "papers" properly prepared. On the same date, he also 
wired Smalley to "house . . .  up" John Tinker, who had 
earlier presented charges against Stoddard, to "keep him 
from falling into a trap." Auditor Nichols also should keep 
his eye out for anything curious. On December 9 Brodie 
wired from the Raleigh Hotel in Washington, informing 
Smalley of his lunch with the President. He also had shown 
Secretary Hitchcock a letter from Smalley which discussed 
an attempt by Stoddard to bribe Tinker on the very day 
Brodie left Arizona. Brodie said that all the affidavits

30. Phoenix Enterprise. October 9, 17, 1903.
Phoenix Republican. October 15, November 23, 1903. Brodie 
to Roosevelt, July 25, 1903, Series 1, Reel 35, Theodore 
Roosevelt Papers, LC. Martin, Lamp in the Desert„ op.
80-81.
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(papers) had arrived and that he was relying on Smalley to 
watch the home front.^

On December 11 Brodie attended the meeting of the 
Republican National Committee in Washington, D. C., bearing 
the proxy of Arizona National Committeeman Griffith. The 
committee set the date June 21, 1904, for the coming Repub
lican convention and selected Chicago, Illinois, as the 
site. Brodie had his family with him in Washington. After 
several audiences with the President and the Secretary of 
Interior he informed Smalley on December 19: "Everything is 
going all right & we win out." Ten days later the Tucson 
Arizona Star reported that Secretary Stoddard would resign 
and that Auditor Nichols would succeed him. On December 31
the Governor returned to Arizona with his wife and young

3 2son. His Eastern trip had been an important success.
The year 1903 had been a year of decision for 

Brodie. He had clearly demonstrated his capacity for leader
ship as well as his loyalty to Roosevelt. He had worked in 
harmony with the Democratic legislature and most of his 
recommendations had been enacted into law by that body. In

31. Telegram, Brodie to Smalley, December 3, 1903; 
Brodie to Smalley, December 3, 9, 1903; Smalley to P. J. 
Smalley, December 13, 1903, Smalley Collection, AHS.

32. Phoenix Republican. December 12, 17, 1903.
Brodie to Smalley, December 19, 1903, Smalley Collection,
AHS. Tucson Star. December 29, 1903.
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appointing Babcock to the office of President of the 
University of Arizona he also helped inaugurate a new era 
in the history of the university. Above all, he had forced 
the dismissal of the powerful Secretary of the Territory. 
Stoddard had represented a threat to Brodie's local power, 
as well as an indirect threat to the image of Roosevelt's 
national leadership. Brodie felt firmly established in his 
office and looked forward to the coming year with optimism.



CHAPTER IV

CHALLENGE, TRIUMPH, AND REWARD

During 1904 Brodie was involved in a number of 
important issues. The threat of jointure again caused grave 
concern to Arizonans especially after President Roosevelt 
in early March declared his approval. Brodie successfully 
induced the President to be neutral, and the 1904 Republican 
Platform remained silent about admitting Arizona and New 
Mexico as one state. The Yuma Irrigation Project, a recom
mendation of the Governor, was secured in mid-May assuring 
Arizona of increased agricultural acreage. The Stoddard 
affair reached its culmination with the resignation of the 
Territorial Secretary. Perhaps the most significant 
challenge to Brodie during his tenure as Governor was the 
final showdown with Oakes Murphy for control of the Repub
lican party in Arizona. The Rough Rider Governor won and 
as a result received another reward from his former comrade. 
President Roosevelt.

In response to an appeal by Delegate J. F. Wilson 
for support against joint statehood, Brodie on January 18, 
1904, contacted the boards of supervisors around the terri
tory and requested that they hold mass meetings in their 
counties. The sentiment of the people was to be gauged
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and relayed immediately to Congress. There was little doubt 
that Arizonans opposed jointure, but a public statement was 
needed. On the last day of January of 1904, Brodie attended 
an anti-joint statehood mass meeting at the Doris Theater in 
Phoenix. In a speech, he declared that he was opposed to 
joint statehood as a private citizen as well as Governor.
No common ties, he said, existed between Arizona and New 
Mexico, joint statehood would be detrimental to each terri
tory. In the first place, Arizona possessed more wealth 
than New Mexico; yet the latter territory possessed a much 
larger population. Furthermore, the school system and 
public institutions of Arizona would be destroyed by 
jointure. Like many other prominent and political figures, 
Brodie gave tacit support for single statehood but his 
effectiveness was limited largely because only Congress had 
the power to confer statehood. His struggle against 
jointure, however, was effective.

On February 3, Brodie announced that his administra
tion had completely paid the territorial floating indebted
ness. The paying of the debt claimed the Phoenix Enterprise 
was a dramatic first, for it had not been achieved since 
Arizona's inception as a territory. It also was a vital

t

argument for single statehood for Arizona. 1

1. Phoenix Republican. January 19, 31, 1904.
Phoenix Enterprise. February 1, 1904. Report of the Gover
nor of Arizona to the Secretary of the Interior. 1904 
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1904), p. 15.
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An even more important issue was the composition of 

the Arizona delegation to the national convention in 1904. 
On January 29 the Territorial Republican Central Committee, 
chaired by W. F. Nichols, met in Phoenix and voted to hold 
a special convention to select delegates to the 1904 Repub
lican National Convention in Chicago. The territorial 
convention would be held in Tucson on March 8. As neither 
former Governor Murphy nor his friends made a statement at 
the meeting. Democratic papers wondered if he would try to 
control the Arizona delegation. Several days later, 
businessman Frank Murphy set the record straight in an 
interview with a reporter from the Phoenix Arizona Repub
lican. Murphy declared that he, his brother, Nathan, and 
their supporters would certainly fight to prevent the 
selection of Brodie and Brodie men as delegates. He could 
not predict what the Governor's views were, but hoped that 
Brodie would strive for harmony in the delegation. Cer
tainly the Governor should avoid saying "those who are 
opposed to instructions for Roosevelt are against Roose
velt. "

When a Democratic paper, the Phoenix Enterprise, 
interviewed Brodie, he re-affirmed his conviction that 
Arizona's delegation should be pledged to Roosevelt.
Arizona owed a debt of gratitude to the President, he said, 
and added that it would be a grave mistake if the Arizona 
Republicans failed to endorse him. Brodie predicted that
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Roosevelt would be nominated by acclamation and elected by

2the largest popular vote ever cast for a president.
Brodie knew that Roosevelt had a practical goal in 

mind when he appointed him the Governor of Arizona. Since 
ascending to the presidency upon the death of William 
McKinley, Roosevelt had used patronage widely to strengthen 
his position throughout the country. The appointment of his 
Rough Rider comrade was no exception. Brodie had viewed his 
friend's objectives as early as 1900, when Roosevelt was 
Governor of New York. Already committed to Roosevelt-, he 
wisely withdrew his name as an Arizona delegate to the 
Republican National Convention in Philadelphia, knowing it 
was committed to McKinley. He said he wished to wait until 
1904, when he hoped to have the pleasure of voting for 
Roosevelt as the Republican nominee for President. While 
Roosevelt was still Vice-President, Brodie also had gone to 
great lengths to convince him that he had prestigious 
support in Arizona and could present a Roosevelt-committed 
Arizona delegation in 1904.

Troubles developed over the 1904 delegation, re
flecting Republican factionalism. Roosevelt's most 
formidable adversary in 1904 was Senator Mark Hanna, Chair
man of the Republican National Committee, who also desired

2. Tucson Citizen. January 28, 1904. Prescott 
Courier. January 30, 1904. Phoenix Enterprise. February 2, 
1904. Phoenix Republican. February 3, 1904.
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the nomination. In his home state of Ohio Hanna had to vie 
against Senator Joseph Foraker and a Roosevelt-committed 
delegation. He had openly defended Arizona's Secretary 
Stoddard, accused of misconduct in office; and late in 1903, 
had violently opposed the confirmation of the President's 
friend, Leonard Wood, as a major general. On the local 
level in Arizona, Hanna's supporters, the Murphys, openly 
challenged Brodie for control of the Arizona delegation. In 
early 1904, therefore, Alexander Brodie faced a crucial 
test.^

John C. Adams, a Murphy lieutenant, led the Hanna- 
Murphy fight for control of the Arizona delegation. On 
February 3, Adams publicly declared in the Arizona Repub
lican that federal office-holders wishing to protect their 
jobs would present the greatest obstacle in the contest. He 
added that the Arizona Good Templars, supporters of equal 
rights for women, would actively oppose Brodie (through the 
manipulation of N. O. Murphy), because of his veto against 
equal suffrage. Of course, Brodie's reasons for supporting 
the President, he said, were stronger "than those of any 
man holding office in this territory by virtue of appoint
ment by the president." Four years earlier, President 
McKinley had warned against Presidential appointees

3. Brodie to Roosevelt, April 15, 1900, Series 1, 
Reel 5; April 21, 1901, Series 1, Reel 13, Roosevelt Papers, 
LC. Tucson Citizen. November 18, 1903, February 4, 1904.
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controlling the Republican party in the territories, and 
Adams firmly believed that the anti-carpetbagger plank 
should be honored. Under these circumstances, the Murphy 
delegates preferred to go to the convention uninstructed. 
Adams hastened to add obliquely that he favored Roosevelt 
because all Arizonans wanted the Tonto Dam.

Brodie Republicans quickly pointed to the "rank 
inconsistency" in the Murphy camp. If the Murphy supporters 
were for Roosevelt, why should they be unwilling to be 
instructed to vote for him? There seemed to be some con
fusion in the matter. Some of the confusion was caused by 
the fact that while the contest for delegates was being 
fought at the precinct and district level in Arizona, Oakes 
Murphy was in Washington lobbying against jointure. This 
left Adams and Frank Murphy to lead the fight. To promote 
Roosevelt's interests, Brodie began touring the territory, 
cautiously selecting supporters and delegates who would 
vote for a pledged delegation.

Brodie1s contest with Murphy was suddenly terminated 
at 6:40 p.m. on February 15, when Senator Marcus A. Hanna 
died of typhoid fever. In the ensuing county primary elec
tion in the Murphy stronghold of Yavapai County on February 
27, Brodie forces, led by Frank Wright, soundly defeated 
the Murphy supporters led by businessman W. C. Bashford.
With this defeat in Yavapai County, the contest for all 
intents and purposes was over. Murphy admitted his defeat
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with the statement: "It is the custom among the Republicans
of Yavapai to look upon the Governor whoever he may be as 
the leader of the party, and entitled to the party's 
support." By March 1, all of the county Republican 
primaries had been held. Every county in the Territory, 
with the exception of Gila, would send delegates to the 
Territorial convention committed to Roosevelt.

On March 2, Brodie suddenly learned that President 
Roosevelt had just informed Delegate Bernard S. Rodey of 
New Mexico that he would lend his influence to the passage 
of the jointure bill. Brodie immediately wired the Presi
dent's private secretary, William Loeb, for an explanation. 
The people of Arizona, he declared, were absolutely opposed 
to jointure. Echoing the Governor's deep concern, the 
Prescott Morning Courier stated that same day that it would 
be a calamity to send a delegation committed for Roosevelt, 
when he favored jointure.^

Although embarrassed by the President's pronounce
ment, Brodie by March 8 had managed to pacify the various 
county delegations. At the convention in Tucson, the 
representatives passed the anti-carpetbagger rule, and

4. Phoenix Enterprise. February 4, 29, 1904. 
Phoenix Republican. February 4, 1904. Tucson Citizen. 
February 5, 11, 16, 1904. Tucson Star, August 7, 1903. 
Prescott Courier. February 29, March 2, 1904. Globe Silver 
Belt. March 3, 1904. Gila County sent a split delegation, 
part committed to Roosevelt and part uncommitted. Brodie 
to Loeb, March 2, Brodie Papers, DLA.



104
unanimously selected Brodie as chairman of the six-member 
Arizona delegation. The group was committed to vote for 
Theodore Roosevelt for Republican nominee for President.
In his acceptance speech, Brodie was emotionally shaken and 
declared: "It will be one of the happiest days of my life
when I cast my vote for Theodore Roosevelt. I appreciate 
more than I can tell you, the compliment you have paid me."
He allayed fears about Roosevelt's position on jointure by 
stating that he had very recently informed the President 
that Arizona would not accept it. He then referred to an 
exclusive March 4 dispatch to the Los Angeles Times which 
indicated that the President had decided not to take a hand 
in the statehood issue.^

Brodie1s struggle with Secretary Stoddard ended on 
March 4, when word came from Washington that his resignation 
had been accepted, to be effective April 1, 1904. Five days 
later, Roosevelt informed Brodie that it might be an 
"absolute necessity" to make George W. Dunn, Chairman of the 
New York State Republican Committee, the new Secretary.
Dunn and Stoddard were wealthy mine investors in Arizona, 
both hailed from Binghampton, New York, and the two had been 
life-long friends. Brodie protested the appointment of Dunn, 
pointing to the anti-carpetbagger feature adopted at the 
recent Territorial convention, and recommended his faithful

5. Phoenix Republican. March 9, 1904.
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subordinate, Auditor William Francis Nichols. Brodie 
prevailed. It was announced on March 17 that Nichols would 
succeed Stoddard. The Governor also appointed I. M. Christy 
to be Auditor and Edward E. Kirkland to the office of 
Treasurer. Before assuming his new office, Nichols reported 
to Brodie that his office had collected $13,620 in incorpo
ration fees from March 14, 1903 to March 17, 1904. Stoddard 
publicly stated that he had resigned to devote his full time 
to his mining investments, but soon quietly organized the 
Stoddard Incorporating Company to create and maintain cor
porations under the laws of Arizona.^

March 19 was a busy day for Brodie. Several 
prominent visitors arrived in Phoenix. General Samuel S. 
Sumner, Commander of the Southwestern Division, with head
quarters at Oklahoma City reached the Territorial capitol 
on an inspection tour of posts under his new jurisdiction.
He was accompanied by his wife and Captain John J. Pershing, 
aide-de-camp. Brodie's social caller that day was Sir 
William John Menzies, a relative from Scotland. Menzies 
was President of the Board of Managers of the Arizona Copper 
Company. Brodie introduced him to prominent friends and

6. Phoenix Republican. March 5, 12, April 1, 6, 
1904. Roosevelt to Brodie, March 9, 1904, Series 1, Reel 
42, Roosevelt Papers, LC. Phoenix Enterprise. March 18, 
1904. Tucson Citizen, March 25, 1904.
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officials, and on the afternoon of the nineteenth, he drove

7the Scotsman about Phoenix.
The University of Arizona again was in the news. In 

late February, the Tucson Citizen charged irregularity in 
the January, 1903, sale of a Westinghouse dynamo, a machine 
used to convert mechanical energy into electrical energy, by 
the Board of Regents to University of Arizona Chancellor 
Winfield Scott. Brodie called for an immediate investiga
tion of the sale. Secretary George J. Roskruge of the Board 
of Regents investigated the charges and on February 24 in
formed the Governor that he could find no wrong doing. It 
had been an established procedure, Roskruge said, for the 
university to sell on the open market equipment that was no 
longer being used. After a sufficient waiting period, Scott 
had submitted his bid for the dynamo, and experts in the 
electrical field had verified that the price offered was 
just. Nothing further was done in the matter.®

Then in early April, Brodie learned there had been a 
student uprising at the university. The students had 
petitioned President Babcock to dismiss classes in observance 
of Saint Patrick's Day, and the relatively new President had 
penned his refusal in green ink: "I may be 1 green1 but not
so 1 green1 as this.11 Ignoring his reply, the student body

7. Phoenix Republican. March 19, 20, 1904.
8. Phoenix Republican. February 28, 1904.
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paraded through Tucson, and took the holiday that had been 
denied them. When Babcock disciplined the leaders by 
suspending them, the students burned the President in effigy 
and threatened to go on strike. The matter was submitted to 
a vote, and voted down by a narrow margin. Appraised of 
these developments, the Governor ordered Babcock to maintain 
his position, even if he had to dismiss every student at the 
university to do it. The rebellion, however was not without 
casualties. B. F. Storey, a sociology instructor, was dis
missed for visiting a house of prostitution with his class, 
a student named Hugh Millington was dismissed for general 
misbehavior, and five others were sent home. Sustained by 
both the Governor and the Board of Regents, President

9Babcock won his battle to maintain order and discipline.
On April 29 Arizonans read about another "rebellion" 

of a more serious nature at the Yuma prison. "Three 
Fingered Jack" Laustenau, who the year previous had figured 
in the Morenci strike led several other convicts in a 
desperate escape attempt. They succeeded in capturing 
Superintendent William Griffith and his assistant, George 
Wilder, and were moving with their hostages to the gates, 
when Griffith ordered Guard Calvin C. Stevens to fire even 
though he and Wilder were in the crowd. In an impetuous 
display of courage, convict William C. Buck, a prison cook,

9. Martin, Lamp in the Desert, p. 83. Tucson 
Citizen, April 21, 1904.
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raced to the aid of Griffith and Wilder, and managed to free 
the Superintendent before he himself was wounded. Using 
Wilder as a human shield, the convicts marched to the gates 
that promised freedom, then had second thoughts and sur
rendered to Griffith and several security guards. The 
escape attempt of 1904 was the most desperate in the 
history of the prison, and convict Buck became a hero over
night. Brodie visited the prison soon afterwards, and 
pardoned William Buck, who had been a life convict at the 
institution.

A news item in mid-May was a great source of pride 
to Arizonans. In response to recommendations by Governor 
Brodie and others interested in reclaiming the arid West, 
the Interior Secretary announced approval of the Yuma 
Irrigation Project. Under the auspices of the Reclamation 
Act of 1902 (Hansbrough-Newlands Act) Arizona received an 
appropriation of $3,000,000 to build the Laguna Dam and 
Irrigation Works. The project called for the reclaiming of 
100,000 acres on both sides of the Colorado River from ten 
miles north of Yuma, south to the Mexican line, the con
struction of canals and systems of levees, and adequate 
drainage facilities. It was reported that prison labor

10. Phoenix Republican. April 29, May 15, 1904.



109
might be utilized to assist in the project of making Yuma a 
great agricultural center.

In mid-May Governor Brodie took his family East to 
visit. Two weeks later, at Pennington, New Jersey, the 
Governor commented on the difference between the refreshing 
green grass and trees there and the customary foliage around 
Phoenix. After Mrs. Brodie had rested from the trip, the 
Governor left Pennington and had lunch with the President in 
Washington. While Brodie was in the East, he wrote Smalley 
to revise and embellish an article on reclamation in the 
arid West he hoped to publish. Brodie wanted the article to 
be both exhaustive and concise. It should argue the value 
of reclamation law and acknowledge the credit due President 
Roosevelt, the Interior Department, and the United States 
Geological Survey. Brodie received the completed draft by 
the time he reached the Republican National Convention in 
Chicago.

At Chicago Brodie assumed the chairmanship of the 
Arizona Republican delegation. Each member received a 
beautiful gold badge bearing a picture of President 
Roosevelt, the candidate to whom they were committed. In 11 12

11. Tucson Star. May 14, July 9, 1904.
12. Telegram, Brodie to Hitchcock, May 10, 1904, 

Appointment Papers, Roll 1, RID, AHF. Brodie to Smalley,
May 22, 30, June 12, 1904. Telegrams, Brodie at Trenton. 
New Jersey and at Washington, D. C. to Smalley, 1904,
Smalley Collection, AHS. Morison, Letters, IV, 1369.
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the evening of June 21, the first day of the convention,
Brodie headed a small group which called upon Senator John
Kean of New Jersey and Henry Cabot Lodge of Massachusetts,
Chairman of the Platform Committee on Resolutions. Among
other things, Brodie pleaded effectively that the joint
statehood plank be removed from the Republican National
Platform. The following day, the Arizona delegation cast
its entire six votes for Theodore Roosevelt and when the
balloting ended Roosevelt had been nominated by acclamation.
Largely through Brodie's efforts, the Republican platform
was silent on the issue of joint statehood for New Mexico 

13and Arizona.
In early July, the Democratic National Convention 

met in St. Louis. The Arizona delegation went committed to 
William Randolph Hearst, largely because of his tour and 
pronouncements on single statehood for Arizona. The delega
tion believed that the paramount issue for Arizona was that 
a plank for single statehood be inserted in the National 
Democratic platform. Delegate Carl Hayden of Maricopa
County was especially vociferous in advocating single

>

statehood. On July 15 Judge Alton 3. Parker of New York 
became the Democratic party's standard bearer on the first 
ballot. Arizona cast its six votes for Hearst, but the 13

13. Phoenix Republican. June 13, 1904. Tucson 
Citizen. June 21, 1904.
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delegates achieved a notable victory— the national platform 
carried a plank favoring single statehood.

Governor Brodie returned to Phoenix in mid-July 
after an absence of two months. He had barely settled down 
to official duties, when he learned he had been appointed 
to the committee to inform the President of his nomination. 
Departing Phoenix, Brodie arrived at the Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel in New York City on the evening of July 26, and on the 
following day went with House Speaker Joseph Cannon and the 
other committeemen to Roosevelt's Long Island estate of 
Sagamore Hill. After a brief sojourn with his wife and son 
at Pennington, New Jersey, Brodie entrained for Arizona.

In August Brodie's article "Reclaiming the Arid 
West" appeared in the widely read Cosmopolitan magazine.
It reviewed the need for reservoirs in natural storage 
basins to reclaim desert lands. He lauded the Hansbrough- 
Newlands Act as an important instrument which would help 
make the West a great wealth producing area. He also 
praised the President, the Interior Department, and the 
Geological Survey, for their efforts in the reclamation 
field. As Arizona had received the first large appropriation 
under the new act, Brodie described the manifold 14 15

14. Tucson Citizen, July 4, 9, 1904.
15. Phoenix Republican. July 15, 16, 20, 23, 1904. 

Brodie to Hitchcock, July 21, August 6, 1904, Appointment 
Papers, Roll 1, RID, AHF.
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ramifications and advantages of the Salt River Project to 
the Territory. He cited statistics on the Tonto Dam and 
reservoir, the electrical power plant, the number of acres 
to be irrigated, the types of crops that would be grown, and 
how irrigation would aid other industries. "I have felt 
that the creation of the Tonto Reservoir," Brodie concluded, 
"is but the forerunner of further systems of water storage 
in aid of irrigation in Arizona; that eventually [that on] 
all the streams in the Territory where proper sites can be 
found irrigation works will be constructed."

Soon after the article appeared, the director of the 
United States Geological Survey sought Brodie's suggestions 
as to other future irrigation sites. In reply, the Governor 
recommended that the water supply of the Santa Cruz Valley 
and the artesian belt in the San Pedro Valley should be 
studied, and that a general survey be made of the under
ground water in the Territory. Private citizens also sought 
Brodie1s counsel and aid. For example, Gila Valley resi
dents petitioned the Governor to use his influence in 
securing government assistance for the San Carlos Dam, which 
they had requested for the past ten years. Brodie recom
mended government approval of the project in his 1904 report
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to the Secretary of the Interior. Regretably, he was unable 
to raise interest in the San Carlos Project.

In late August, Brodie submitted his annual report 
to the Secretary of the Interior. A very thorough account
ing of the Territory's social and economic status was pre
sented. Items of particular note were: the Territorial
indebtedness had been completely paid and for the first time 
in its history the Territory was doing business on a cash 
basis; copper production had reached new highs but agri
cultural production had been retarded due to lack of rain
fall and inadquate storage facilities; and the Tonto Dam on 
the Salt River was under construction and plans for the Yuma 
project were being made.

In conclusion, Brodie made several recommendations. 
Statehood was top priority, and he requested the full co
operation of the Interior Department in assisting Arizona in 
its quest for separate statehood. Brodie noted that the 
proposed San Carlos Dam had been termed feasible by the 
Geological Survey, and he urged government approval and 
appropriations for the project. He also suggested that the 
Interior Secretary look into the problem of the irrigation 
of Indian lands. The rest of the recommendations echoed 16

16. Alexander O. Brodie, "Reclaiming the Arid West," 
Cosmopolitan. XXXVII, No. 6 (August, 1904), 715-22. Tucson 
Star. June 23, 1904. C. D. Rebby to Smalley, August 5,
1904, Brodie Papers, DLA.
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those from his previous reports. He particularly complained 
of the injustice of. the Governor not receiving the salary 
authorized by Congress. The 1904 report was an interesting 
document. It revealed that Arizona was ready to enter the 
sisterhood of states. It also reflected the fact that

17Brodie was a capable and conscientious chief executive.
With his annual report in the mail, Governor Brodie, 

elegantly attired in black suit with tails and a top hat, 
on September 10 inspected the Arizona National Guard regi
ment at its first annual encampment. Located two miles 
north of Prescott, the site was named Camp Brodie in his 
honor. The Governor tested his skill at the target range, 
and afterwards joined his close friend Colonel McClintock 
in talking with newspaper reporters. To some observers, the 
makeshift camp with high grass, uneven ground, and off-key 
march music provided by the Phoenix Indian School might 
have seemed a mockery of the festivities. Brodie, however, 
appeared very proud as he reviewed the citizen soldiers on 
parade. After making a personal inspection of each man, he 
attended a reception in his honor in McClintock's tent.
The lowering of the flag while the band played the Star 
Spangled Banner ended the day's activities. Brodie 
returned to Phoenix, and several days later Colonel 
McClintock broke up camp. The newspapers called the first 17

17. Report of the Governor. 1904. pp. 9, 14-15, 
80-88, 130-31.
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annual encampment of the Arizona National Guard a pronounced 

18success.
Early in September each party held its territorial

convention. The Democrats met in Phoenix on September 15,
and nominated Mark Smith for delegate, and agreed that
single statehood was the most important issue in the coming
campaign. Two days later, the Republicans assembled in
Prescott. Brodie, Secretary Nichols, and Judge Richard
Sloan were on hand and played prominent roles in the meeting.
The party selected Benjamin A. Fowler, a wealthy irrigation
lobbyist to run for delegate, and drew up a platform calling
for separate statehood for Arizona. The convention also

19expressed .praise for the Brodie administration.
In mid-September Governor Brodie was host to W.

Scott Smith, secretary to Interior Secretary Hitchcock. He 
came to make an investigation of the Pima Agency at Sacaton. 
The Presbyterian Missionary Society in New York had charged 
that the Indians at the Pima Agency were near starvation. 
Brodie escorted him to Tucson, where they visited the San 
Xavier Mission, and then north to Sacaton. Here, on 
September 21, at 6:00 a.m. the Governor left Smith with 
Agent J. B. Alexander and departed by carriage for Phoenix, 18 19

18. Prescott Courier, September 12, 1904. Phoenix 
Republican. September 13, 14, 1904.

19. Tucson Star, September 16, 1904. Phoenix 
Republican. September 18, 1904.
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making the forty-three miles in six hours. On his return to 
Phoenix, Smith said that he found no evidence of starvation. 
Not content with Smith's conclusions the Presbyterian 
society petitioned and received permission from President 
Roosevelt to include its own representatives in a subsequent 
investigative commission headed by William A. Jones, Com
missioner of Indian Affairs. On October 31, Jones and the 
commission began studying the agency and initially their 
conclusions agreed with those of Smith. Several Indians 
stated that they had been hungry earlier, but it was because 
they had been too busy to go to the agency for rations. On 
further investigation, the group found suffering and desti
tution. They discovered that an adequate water supply was 
needed, and that the Indians lacked sufficient food and 
clothing. By November 8 Jones and his commission which 
included members of the New York society concluded their
report. Recommendations to ameliorate the problem were

20subsequently forwarded to the President.
On September 26, Brodie accepted the resignation of 

William Griffith as prison superintendent and appointed 
ex-Rough Rider Benjamin Daniels of Nogales to fill the 
vacancy. By asking Daniels, a former deputy of Bat 
Masterson in Dodge City, Kansas, Brodie was fulfilling a 
long time desire by the President. Roosevelt respected 20

20. Phoenix Republican. September 22, November 4,
8, 1904.



Daniels, and in early 1902 had submitted his name three 
times to the Senate as United States Marshal of Arizona.
The Senate had twice confirmed the appointment, only to 
recall the nomination after investigations revealed the 
questionable character of Daniels1 early life. Daniels 
finally requested that his name no longer be considered.
But Roosevelt was intent on securing a position for his ex
comrade , and earlier had written Brodie: "When you take
office (as Governor) and appoint Ben Daniels, let me know 
as I want to write him." The appointment of ex-convict
Daniels did not disturb the sensibilities of Arizonans for

21they accepted the appointment without question.
On October 12 the Governor learned that his wife was 

quite ill and hastily went to Pennington, New Jersey. While 
in the East Brodie had an official audience with President 
Roosevelt, probably to discuss the case of the New York 
Foundling Hospital and its conflict with local citizens in 
Clifton and Morenci. On October 1, forty orphan children 
and chaperones from the Foundling Hospital had arrived in 
Clifton and Morenci by train, under auspices of the Catholic 
Church to be placed in foster homes. Two days later, after 
sixteen children had been placed with Mexican parents, two 21

21. Phoenix Republican. September 27, 1904. Roose
velt to Brodie, June 6, 1902, Morison, Letters. Ill, 270. 
Roosevelt to Brodie, December 15, 1902, Series 2, Reel 330,
Vo 1. 37, Roosevelt Papers, LC. McClintock, Arizona. II, 350.
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hundred angry Anglo citizens met at Liberty Hall to protest. 
They forced Father Constant Handin of Clifton and Foundling 
Hospital Agent Whitney Swayne to take the children away from 
the Mexican families; the orphans quickly found homes among 
Anglo citizens. When the hospital representatives objected 
vehemently, "a committee of citizens" escorted them to a 
waiting train where they departed with twenty-one children. 
Swayne, it was reported, narrowly escaped a lynching. 
Families holding custody of the remaining children immedi
ately adopted them, and the Foundling Hospital appealed to 
federal authorities for return of their wards.

On November 5 at Roosevelt's request, Governor 
Brodie arrived in Clifton-Morenci to conduct an investiga
tion. He satisfied himself as to the welfare of the 
children in their new foster homes, and was informed that 
the Anglo parents would under no circumstances surrender the 
children to the Foundling Hospital. The Governor also 
visited the Mexican homes to familiarize himself with both 
sides of the issue. Brodie then announced to reporters 
that the matter was a legal one and not within the juris
diction of the President or himself. Later, in a communica
tion to Washington, he deemed it best to withhold further 
action until after the fall elections. He suggested ways 
for the Foundling Hospital to retrieve the children, but he 
opposed harsh action, fearing that many Protestants in the
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nation would be outraged. To be sure, the matter was a 
sensitive one.^^

While Roosevelt endeavored to secure a new position 
for his comrade, Brodie watched the developments in the 
dispute between the Foundling Hospital of New York and the 
citizens of Clifton. Eugene Ives, a former law partner of 
Mark Smith, had earlier sought to refrain from involvement, 
but had reconsidered and became a co-attorney with Thomas 
D. Bennett for the Foundling Hospital. On January 2, 1905, 
Ives submitted seventeen writs of habeas corpus to be served 
on the families holding the orphan children. At the same 
time, he sought an amicable settlement outside the court.
If the people would surrender the children without litiga
tion, Ives and Bennett would pay all expenses and dismiss 
the suit. If they cooperated, they also would be released 
from responsibility for damages for detaining the children. 
When Ives' offer was summarily refused, the case went to 
trial in Phoenix on January 21. Although informed that the 
Republican administration favored the return of the children, 
Arizona Chief Justice Edward Kent handed down a decision 
which stated the Anglos had legally adopted the children. 22

22. Phoenix Republican. October 14, 1904. Morison, 
Letters, IV, 1371. Raymond A. Mulligan, "New York Found
lings at Clifton-Morenci— Social Justice in Arizona Terri
tory 1904-1905," Arizona and the West. VI (Autumn, 1964), 
104-18. Prescott Courier. November 16, 1904. Brodie to 
Loeb, November 9, 1904, Series 1, Reel 49, Roosevelt 
Papers, LC.
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The Foundling Hospital had the right to care for the 
orphans, but not to place them. Kent's decision was 
sustained by the United States Supreme Court two years 
later.23 24

As election day approached, large mass meetings were 
held in Phoenix. On the evening of November 8, Governor 
Brodie presided at festivities held in the Doris Theater, 
and was roundly cheered as he mounted the stage with 
delegate candidate Fowler. He expressed confidence that 
Fowler would be elected, and said that because separate 
statehood was desired by all Arizonans, the Democrats were 
running on a dead issue. Brodie praised Roosevelt and 
revealed that in private conversations, the President had 
indicated to him that he would not interfere with the 
Senate's interest in Arizona statehood. The next day 
Theodore Roosevelt was overwhelmingly elected President of 
the United States. Republican B. A. Fowler, however, was 
defeated by the omnipowerful Mark Smith for the delegate-

23. Ives to Thomas D. Bennett, November 23, 1904, 
to Sheriff James V. Parks, January 2, 1905, Ives Letter- 
books, III, 132, 318, UA. Roosevelt to Brodie, November 
17, 1904, Series 2, Reel 336, Vol. 51, Roosevelt Papers, 
LC. Mulligan, "New York Foundlings," pp. 113-15.

24. Phoenix Republican. November 8, December 17, 
1904. Roosevelt received a popular vote of 7,628,461 and 
an electoral vote of 336.
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By defeating the Murphy faction and extracting token 

support from the former Governor, Brodie now ruled supreme. 
An "Era of Good Feelings" had seemingly descended upon 
Arizona politics. The delivery of a Republican delegation 
committed to Roosevelt to the 1904 Republican National 
Convention represented Brodie1s ultimate service to his 
former comrade.

Brodie travelled East on November 18 to receive his 
reward. Although ostensibly he went east to see his wife 
and to take care of private and official matters, the Tucson 
Arizona Star, a Democratic newspaper which strongly 
supported Brodie and Roosevelt, declared that the Governor 
had gone to accept an official promotion at the hands of 
the President.^

On his journey the Governor visited the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition at St. Louis and was highly impressed 
with Arizona's exhibits. The fair had opened the previous 
April, and several territorial citizens had been critical 
of Arizona's display. The judges also apparently had been 
impressed with Arizona's exhibits, for they awarded gold 
medals to the Territory for its agricultural exhibits of 
alfalfa and olive oil and for its copper display in the 
mineral exhibit. Silver medals were awarded for other

25. Brodie to Hitchcock, November 14, 18, 1904, 
Appointment Papers, Roll 1, RID, AH?. Tucson Star,
November 18, 1904.



122
Arizona mineral displays and educational displays. Re
garding Arizona's educational display, Nicholas Murray 
Butler, President of Columbia University, later said that 
while the Territory's display at the fair was smaller, it 
was second to none in quality.^

In Washington Governor Brodie told reporters that 
one of his reasons for coming East was to help defeat the 
jointure bill pending in Congress. In reply to a question 
concerning Roosevelt's position on statehood, Brodie said,
"I do not regard the President as unfriendly to single 
statehood. I believe he will be content to let Congress 
solve the question and will approve the action of that body 
whatever it is." On December 13 he conferred with Roosevelt 
on the subject of statehood. Later, at lunch with the 
President, he was delegated the signal honor of selecting 
thirty former Rough Riders to constitute the President's 
personal guard of honor for his inaugural parade. While 
away, an article under his signature appeared in the 
Christmas Souvenir Edition of the Tucson Post. Entitled 
"A Soldier's Christmas In Old Tucson," the article un
doubtedly came from the pen of George Smalley and was highly 
romantic in flavor. The story was written as a personal 
recollection of Brodie's first Christmas in Arizona

26. Brodie to Smalley, November 24, 1904, Smalley 
Collection, AHS. Phoenix Republican, October 31, December 28, 1904.
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Territory as a young Second Lieutenant. It graphically
described the social and night life of the Old Pueblo, and

27was a tribute to the early pioneers.
On December 21, Governor Brodie, accompanied by his 

wife and son, boarded a train at Pennington bound for 
Arizona. He was already making plans regarding the Rough 
Rider guard of honor. In a letter to the President on that 
day, he suggested that men for the body guard be selected 
from all sections of the country, and that they should be 
attired in the same dress. On the trip west, Mrs. Brodie 
suffered a heart attack at Glorietta, New Mexico, and had 
not recovered by December 26, when the Governor reached 
Phoenix. Interviewed upon his return, Brodie stated that 
while the jointure issue was critical, he was confident it 
would not pass. He strongly urged, however, that protests 
and memorials continue to be sent to Congress. When ques
tioned by a reporter from the Tucson Arizona Star about his
future plans, he replied that he had no intention of

28resigning as Governor of Arizona.
Early in January of 1905, Brodie received a con

fidential letter from Roosevelt that altered his views. The * 1

27. Tucson Citizen. December 3, 1904. Morison, 
Letters. IV, 1373. Brodie, "A Soldier's Christmas." The 
editorial hand of George Smalley seems very strong in this 
highly romantic article.

28. Brodie to Roosevelt, December 20, 1904, Series
1, Reel 51, Roosevelt Papers, LC. Phoenix Republican, 
December 27, 1904. Tucson Star. December 31, 1904.
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President stated that he could secure Brodie a position in 
the War Department. This struck a tender note. For a long 
time he had sought Roosevelt's assistance for army rein
statement and ultimate retirement prior to his appointment 
as Governor. Now the fruition of his desires seemed at hand. 
The Governor hastily accepted the President's offer: "It
seems scarcely necessary for me to say that I greatly 
appreciate the effort you are making in my behalf & that I
am glad to leave my case in your hands knowing so well your

29loyalty to your friends."
The Twenty-Third Legislature met in Phoenix on 

January 16, and elected George W. P. Hunt, a Democrat, as 
President of the Council and Wilfred T. Webb the Speaker 
of the House. Later that day. Governor Brodie addressed the 
legislators. He began by proudly announcing that since the 
last legislative session, much progress had been made in all 
areas of industrial development— and especially in irriga
tion. The government had selected sites for the Tonto Dam 
on the Salt River and the Laguna Dam on the Colorado. All 
non-taxable interests should be discouraged, he said, and 
recommended a tax be put on the gross output of all mines 
in Arizona. The tax, however, should not be detrimental to 
that industry. Furthermore, he recommended that county 1

29. Brodie to Roosevelt, January 17, 1901, Series
1, Reel 8; May 6, 1905, Series 1, Reel 54; Roosevelt to 
Brodie, December 31, 1904, Series 2, Reel 336, Vol. 53, 
Roosevelt Papers, LC.
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officers be paid salaries instead of fees, and again ad
vocated the enactment of a primary election law. Brodie 
urged the building of a tuberculosis sanatorium. He felt 
that the legislature should memorialize Congress to re
district Arizona and to authorize the appointment of two 
more federal judges. As many accidents had occurred, Brodie 
advocated that a law be passed to compel each trolley car 
to be equipped with a life saving fender. Above all, he
called for legislative memorials to Congress protesting
. . . 30jointure.

On January 20 all speculation regarding Brodie1s new 
federal appointment ended. Roosevelt recommended that the 
former West Pointer be appointed a major in the Regular 
Army, and function as Assistant Chief of the Record and 
Pension Office. Six days later the Senate confirmed the 
nomination. Reaction in Arizona was immediate. The Globe 
Arizona Silver Belt, a Democratic newspaper, stated: "We 
believe that the people of Arizona generally will regret to 
lose Major Brodie, whose administration as Governor has been 
clean and meritorious." The Tucson Citizen, another Demo
cratic paper which occasionally had differed with the 
Governor, said: "The Brodie administration compared with
what preceded it will be apt to remain forever a shining

30. Kelly, Legislative History, pp. 234-39.
Prescott Courier. January 18, 1905.
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mark. " The sentiments expressed by other territorial news
papers were equally laudatory.

In the evening following his confirmation, the 
Governor and his lady held a brilliant reception in the 
Capitol in honor of the Twenty-Third Legislature. Official 
and social dignitaries attended. Hallways were elaborately 
decorated with red, white, and blue colors, and a special
honor was given the Rough Rider Flag, above which rested a

32mass of fragrant, colorful carnations.
Speculation as to Brodie's successor as Governor 

became rife. Many thought that a struggle between Murphy 
and Brodie might again develop. It was said that Brodie 
favored the appointment of Judge Edmund W. Wells, while 
Oakes Murphy favored Benjamin Fowler. In a letter to Brodie 
on February 3, Roosevelt declined to appoint Wells, but 
invited Brodie to recommend another candidate. A week 
later the President named Judge Joseph H. Kibbey, a member 
of the Brodie faction. Brodie's resignation was to be 
effective as of 12:00 p.m., February 14, 1905, and Secretary 
Nichols would act as Governor until the induction of Kibbey. 
Brodie had intended to await the confirmation of his

31. Nomination of Alexander O. Brodie as Major and 
Assistant Chief of the U. S. Army Record and Pension Office, 
Congressional Record. 58 Cong. 3 Sess., XXXIX (1905), 1135. 
Globe Silver Belt, January 26, 1905. Tucson Citizen.
January 26, 1905.

32. Phoenix Republican. January 27, 1905.
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successor, but it became necessary for him to depart for

3 3Washington immediately to accept his new post.
On his final day as Governor, Brodie and his family 

were guests at Tempe Normal School, where the student body 
presented them with an elegant cut glass punch bowl. Over
come with emotion, the Governor delivered his farewell 
speech, in which he wished all the students well in their 
school endeavors and future lives. Mrs. Brodie was much 
more composed and in her departing remarks offered the 
girls womanly advice on character and deportment. In the 
afternoon the Governor appeared before the legislature to 
bid farewell. "I have the honor to inform you," he said, 
"that my resignation has been accepted by the President to 
take effect at midnight and I shall therefore cease to act 
as Governor of Arizona. I desire to take this opportunity 
of thanking you for the many courtesies you have shown me." 
The Governor's official family tendered him a loving cup of 
silver, and the Arizona Rangers presented him a handsome 
and expensive saddle. Joint Resolution Number 3 lauded the 
administration of Brodie. His administration, many legis
lators later said, had been conservative along the lines of

33. Tucson Citizen. January 25, 1905. Roosevelt 
to Brodie, February 3, 1905, Series 2, Reel 337, Vol. 53, 
Roosevelt Papers, LC. Congressional Record. 58 Cong. 3 
Sessl, XXXIX, 2242. Brodie to Hitchcock, February 15,
1905, Appointment Papers, Roll 1, RID, AHF. Phoenix 
Republican. February 15, 1905.
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economy, yet in the best interests of the people. The 
resolution called for a portrait to hang in the executive 
chamber. Later, the legislature presented the Rough Rider 
Governor with a handsome saber.^

On February 19, 1905, Brodie and his family left 
Phoenix for Washington. He forsook an office of high 
prestige for a more permanent future that promised an 
adequate retirement. As his train traveled east across 
Arizona, he undoubtedly recalled the glory and power that 
had been his as Arizona's Fifteenth Territorial Governor.
He believed that he had brought to the governorship a new 
sense of prestige and moral dignity. The Hanna faction had 
been removed; Nathan Murphy had been subdued. The Territory 
had fared well by irrigation projects granted under the 
Reclamation Act of 1902, and in the fall of 1904 he had 
sent to Chicago an Arizona delegation committed to his 
venerated "Teddy." The Utah land grab had been soundly 
denied, and the jointure bill recently had been defeated 
in Congress.^^

34. Phoenix Republican. February 11, 15, 1905. 
Smalley, Adventures. pp. 122-23.

35. Phoenix Republican. February 13, 19, 1905.



CHAPTER V

A NEW ARMY CAREER AND RETIREMENT

Theodore Roosevelt's inaugural parade on March 4, 
1905, was one of the most unique in the annals of American 
history. As the presidential carriage moved down the 
avenue, amidst the playing of military bands, the precision 
marching of troops from every branch of service, and the 
enthusiastic shouts from the crowd, thirty mounted Rough 
Riders commanded by Major Alexander O. Brodie formed a 
personal guard of honor for their old chief. Clad in 
khaki blouses and riding breeches, canvas leggings, blue 
flannel shirts, blue polka dot silk handerchiefs, buckskin 
gauntlets, and Stetson Army hats, they rode trained marching 
horses and presented a brilliant spectacle. After the 
parade, Brodie and the Rough Riders posed for a picture.
For the former Governor of Arizona, it was a great moment 
in his life.'*'

Soon after assuming his duties at the War Department 
in Washington, Brodie advanced from assistant to Chief of 
the Record and Pension Office. Then, on March 5, the day 
after the inauguration, he learned that he would soon be 1

1. Phoneix Republican. March 5, 1905. Brodie to 
Roosevelt, December 26, 1904, Series 1, Reel 51, Roosevelt 
Papers, LC.
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detailed for service in the Philippine Islands. In tele
grams to the Phoenix Arizona Republican and George Smalley, 
he expressed some misgivings over a permanent berth in the 
Philippines. Brodie was appointed a member of the Board on 
Church Claims in the Judge Advocate's Office of the 
Philippines Division. The Board was very important and had 
the delegated responsibility of negotiating for and ad
ministering Catholic church lands. The misuse of these 
lands by the friars was one of the main causes of Filipino
discontent during the Spanish regime, and the claims board

2was to settle the issue.
Brodie remained interested in Arizona affairs. In 

response to the President's request, he penned a highly 
laudatory letter of recommendation for prison superin
tendent Benjamin Daniels. In mid-March, the Major received 
a riding saddle that was ornately carved and had inlaid 
silver— a gift from the Arizona Rangers. Word also came 
that the Arizona legislature had passed an act providing for 
the erection of a Rough Rider Monument in Prescott. Brodie 
had not supported such a bill while Governor because he did

2. Cullum. Biographical Register. V, 170. Phoenix Republican. March 5, 1905.
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not wish to build the image that his administration was a 
"Rough Rider affair. 11 ̂

Brodie continued to write to several of his close 
friends and associates in Arizona. One such intimate was 
George Smalley, whom Brodie regarded as a protege. Like 
Roosevelt, Brodie manifested intense loyalty to his 
friends. Brodie had secured Smalley a position as court 
clerk for a newly appointed Arizona federal judge, Eugene 
A. Tucker. Chief Justice Edward Kent, regarded as a Murphy 
man, attempted to deny Smalley his position. Kent tried to 
assign the new judge to Cochise County where George Wilcox 
was court clerk. But former Rough Rider Lieutenant Wilcox 
could not be removed, for he possessed the President's 
friendship and had been appointed by Roosevelt. Aware that 
Kent was attempting to deny him his reward for faithful 
service rendered, Smalley telegraphed Brodie about the 
situation. Brodie immediately saw Roosevelt, who ordered 
Judge Kent to resolve the problem. On March 21 Smalley was 
assured of his position, when it was announced that Judge 
Tucker would be assigned to the Fifth Judicial District, 
with headquarters at Globe.

In his letter, Brodie offered Smalley some pater
nalistic advice. He urged him to be honest always and to

3. Brodie to Roosevelt, March 8, 1905, Morison, 
Letters. V, 105. Prescott Courier. March 9, 1905. Phoenix 
Republican. March 18, 1905. Brodie to McClintock, June 14, 
1902, McClintock File, PPL.
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render "straight information as to men and mules" when 
asked. Repeating advice Roosevelt had given him, he 
cautioned Smalley to be especially careful in money matters 
in public life. Perhaps the most important advice was the 
admonition to prepare oneself for the future, so as to 
alleviate economic uncertainty and domestic distress.^

As he was busily preparing to depart for the 
Philippines, Major Brodie missed the Rough Rider reunion in 
San Antonio, Texas, in early April. He expressed his deep 
regrets to Roosevelt and McClintock, and reportedly the 
Rough Riders sincerely lamented his absence. The President 
was the most prominent individual at the reunion, but other 
dignitaries also attended. Governor Joseph Kibbey and Mayor 
Morris GoIdwater of Prescott attended the convention, and 
urged the selection of Prescott, Arizona, as the next site 
for reunion. This would coincide with the unveiling of the 
Rough Rider Monument. When their request was accepted, the 
Arizonans were elated.

With the members of the family vaccinated and their 
personal belongings carefully packed for long-time storage, 
the Brodies entrained for San Francisco, California., passing 
Ashfork, Arizona, on April 20. In San Francisco, Major 
Brodie and his family stayed at the Occidental Hotel. 
Realizing that his new post was far removed from Arizona

4. Smalley to P. J. Smalley, March 22, 1905; Brodie 
to Smalley, March 22, 1905, Smalley Collection, AHS.
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and the United States, Brodie urged his friends to send him 
clippings of interest to keep him informed and to ward off 
loneliness. While waiting to embark in California, Brodie 
recalled days gone by. He wrote Smalley, confiding: "We
did have a fairly good time together in Phoenix though it 
was punctuated often by stretches of hard work." On May 1 
Major and Mrs. Brodie and their young son Sandy sailed from 
San Francisco for the Philippines.^

On June 10, while he and his family were in quaran
tine in the Philippine Islands, Brodie learned that he had 
been promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel. He also 
rose to the position of Military Secretary to the Board on 
Church Claims. Mrs. Brodie and her son were soon hospi
talized with serious cases of amoebic dysentery. Highly 
sensitive to the health of his family, the colonel, in a 
letter to Smalley, was so overcome with emotion that his 
handwriting was noticeably impaired. After their recovery 
Mrs. Brodie and her son returned to the United States via 
China and Japan. Brodie informed Smalley that the Philip
pines was a detestable place to live; in his opinion there 
would be no regret if the Islands were again under the sea.

5. McClintock to Brodie, April 17, 21, 1905, 
McClintock File, PPL. Phoenix Republican, April 7, 1905. 
Brodie to Smalley, April 3, 28, 1905, Smalley Collection, 
AHS. In the April 28 letter, Brodie intimated that he and 
his family were scheduled to embark for the orient on May 1.



In early August, he shrugged off his depression when 
Secretary of War William Howard Taft, the former Governor 
of the Philippines, arrived for a tour of the Islands.

Aware that he would become lonesome in the Philip
pines without his family, Brodie encouraged his friends to 
keep him informed on Arizona affairs. He assured Smalley 
that he would find him a better position in Arizona when 
J. B. Alexander became United States Attorney. Both Gover
nor Kibbey and Secretary Nichols had promised to help.
Brodie received letters from Roosevelt, who expressed con
cern over young Sandy's illness. James McClintock wrote 
also, sending desired information on Arizona affairs. The 
Arizona National Guard had recently completed its second 
annual encampment, and it was again held at "Camp Brodie." 
The recent encampment was much better than the first, with 
advancement noted in drill, discipline, and camp routine. 
There had been extensive target work, but no improvement in 
scores. McClintock reported that the Yuma Company came 
almost as a mob but returned home "in nine days a well- 
disciplined and decently drilled organization." If the 
colonel (Brodie) had been at the encampment, he would have 
enjoyed particularly the post-training smoker held at the 
Yavapai Club in Prescott.

In other Arizona affairs, McClintock reported that 
Governor Kibbey was continuing the struggle for more just 
taxation of mines. Although the mining interests were
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resisting, the assessment on mines had been increased from 
four to fourteen million dollars. He added that his 
appointment as Phoenix postmaster— which Brodie secured for 
him— would expire in April. His health was good, and he 
was pulling out of the financial hole in which he was left 
by the war.^

In a September 17 letter to Smalley, Brodie 
intimated that a vacancy had opened in the Department of the 
Visayas,and he and two other men were being considered. 
Brodie hoped that lightning would strike his way, for he 
felt that any other position on the Islands would be better 
than Manila. Before ending his letter, Brodie urged Smalley 
to tie his future to Ben Daniels and Joe Alexander. Later 
he would recommend Smalley to Jack Hanlon, Judge Hells, and 
Frank Wright. He did not mention Judge Kibbey, for he felt 
that he would not long endure as Governor. Lightning did 
strike Brodie1s way. On November 1 he became Adjutant 
General of the Department of the Visayas. Although still 
serving as a member of the Board on Church Claims, Brodie 
moved to his new station at Iloilo, ten degrees southeast 
of Manila on Panay Island.

6. Cullum, Biographical Register. V, 170. Brodie 
to Smalley, June 16, April 8, September 17, 1905, Smalley 
Collection, AHS. Roosevelt to Brodie, August 9, 1905,
Series 2, Reel 338, Vol. 57, Roosevelt Papers, LC.
McClintock to Brodie, August 17, 1905, McClintock File, PPL.
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In late 1905 Brodie expressed concern over the 

growing influence of Nathan Oakes Murphy in Arizona. In 
October he advised Smalley never to trust a Murphy. "It is 
well for you to remember," he said, "that the Murphys and 
Kent are pulling together & that the designs of the Murphys 
leads to the control of the Executive and the Judiciary."
On December 3, after reading several Arizona newspapers, 
Brodie became upset and wrote William Loeb, Roosevelt's 
private secretary, about Murphy's hatred of the President.
If Senator Hanna had not died, Murphy's determination in 
1904 to send an Arizona delegation committed to the Ohioan 
might have created a serious problem. Brodie personally 
urged that Murphy and his recommendations be given little 
weight in Washington. Revealing his Scottish cultural 
heritage, Brodie said that the Murphys were "irish and know 
well how to say one thing in one place and another in 
another . . . [to] aid them in their desire to exploit 
Arizona for their own personal gain." After reviewing the 
evil turns he had received from the Murphys, Brodie ended 
his assassination by declaring to Loeb that there was 
nothing personal in his desire to see the Murphys restrained

7from using Arizona as their personal tool.
1

7. Brodie to Smalley, September 17, October 11,
1905, Smalley Collection, AHS. Brodie to McClintock,
October 10, 1905, McClintock Pile, PPL. Brodie to Loeb, 
December 3, 1905, Series 1, Reel 61, Roosevelt Papers. LC.
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The duties of his new position and those as a member 

of the Board on Church Claims kept Brodie busy. He was 
pleased with his new station, for it was more healthful than 
was Manila. In mid-February of 1906, he wrote to several 
close friends in Phoenix, asking them to accommodate and 
entertain Captain David Case and his family, whom Brodie 
had met in the Islands. Case was taking his daughter to 
Arizona to seek relief from lung trouble. Then, on May 11, 
after having left her son with relatives in Pennington, New 
Jersey, Mrs. Brodie arrived in the Philippine Islands aboard 
the steamship Sheridan to rejoin her husband. She had 
embarked from San Francisco on April 16, 1906, and had 
missed the tragic earthquake by thirty-six hours. Mrs.
Brodie remained with her husband in the Philippines, and 
immensely enjoyed shopping for curios in Manila when Brodie 
was periodically called there to sit as a member of the 
church Board.®

As Adjutant General of the Department of the Visayas, 
Brodie enjoyed a friendly relationship with his departmental 
commander, Colonel John W. Bubb. He had earlier recommended 
to the President that Bubb be promoted to brigadier general 
to help alleviate growing unrest in the Army caused by the 
promotion of many younger men over the heads of their

8. Brodie to Loeb, December 3, 1905, Series 1, Reel 
61, Roosevelt Papers, LC. Brodie to McClintock, February 15, 
June 6, 1906, McClintock File, PPL. Brodie to Smalley, 
November 12, 1906, Smalley Collection, AHS.
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elders. The promotion of Bubb, a veteran of the Army of the 
Potomac and Crook's lieutenant on the Plains, would help to 
quell the dissension and further endear Roosevelt to the 
Army. The President accepted the wisdom of Brodie's sug
gestion and thus on April 3, 1906, Bubb was promoted to the 
rank of brigadier general and transferred to the States. 
Brigadier General J. M. Lee became the new commander. In 
December Lee reciprocated Brodie's favor to Bubb. After 
eight months, the General in a formal statement to Brodie 
stated that in his forty-six years of active service, he had 
never "associated either officially or personally with an 
officer who had shown more capacity, energy, tact, and

9judgement in the discahrge of his duties than yourself."
In late. December, Brodie heard again from McClintock 

regarding Arizona affairs. The Arizona National Guard was 
doing well, jointure had again been defeated, and the 
election for delegate came out as expected, with Democrat 
Mark Smith the victor. The Republicans would control the 
Council, but the House was two-thirds Democratic. Kibbey 
was reported as likely to recommend the total abolition of 
gambling in Arizona, and copper prices had risen to twenty- 
two and one-half cents. The Arizona winter had been a wet

9. Brodie to Loeb, December 3, 1905, Series 1, Reel 
61, Roosevelt Papers, LC. War Department Document No. 312, 
United States Army Register, 1908 (Washington: Government 
Printing Office, 1907), p. 443. General J. M. Lee to 
Brodie, December 6, 1906, Brodie Papers, in Harlan C. Herner 
Personal Files. This is a letter of appreciation to Brodie.
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one. The Gila bridge near Phoenix had been washed away, and 
floods had swept over the foundation works at Roosevelt Dam, 
delaying construction for at least two months.

On March 14, 1907, with orders to return to the 
States, Colonel Brodie and his wife began an enjoyable two 
and one-half month tour of China and Japan. He arrived at 
St. Paul in late July to become Adjutant General of the 
Department of the Dakotas. Settled in St. Paul, they looked 
forward to remaining there because of the climate. Mrs. 
Brodie had become an invalid. In a letter to Smalley's 
father, P. J. Smalley of Sioux City, Iowa, Brodie admitted 
that he had become "quite a house body and put in my 
evenings with my little family.

On February 8, 1909, Brodie wrote to President 
Roosevelt, who was departing from public office. In stilted 
language that suggested the editorial influence of Mrs. 
Brodie, he praised Roosevelt as one of the greatest Presi
dents the nation had possessed. He hoped that the uncer
tainties of his age might not preclude his ever seeing 
Roosevelt again. He said that he would have evinced the 
same pride and respect for him even though he had received * 11

10. McClintock to Brodie, December 13, 1906, 
McClintock File, PPL.

11. Cullum, Biographical Register. V, p. 170.
Brodie to Loeb, July 25, 1907, Series 1, Reel 75, Roosevelt 
Papers, LC. Brodie to P. J. Smalley, August 21, 1907, 
Smalley Collection, AHS.
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no rewards at the President's hands. It had been a great 
source of pride to have served with Roosevelt in the Rough 
Riders, to have served as Governor of Arizona Territory, and 
finally to be permitted to complete his career in an 
honorable position in the army. In return, Brodie offered 
what he had given— everlasting loyalty. "My loyalty to you 
my dear Col," Brodie said, "only ends when what is mortal of 
me is laid away in the churchyard and until that time I am 
always at your command." In conclusion, he conveyed best 
wishes for Roosevelt's projected trip to Africa, as well as 
for his future life.^^

Upon receipt of Brodie's letter, the President, 
deeply touched, penned an immediate reply. Roosevelt stated 
that he had always valued and believed in Brodie, and re
garded him as an exemplary American. It was the President's

13honor that he had been associated with him.
It was typical of Brodie to render assistance to his 

friends. In late 1909 and early 1910, Brodie wrote to his 
intimates in Arizona on behalf of a family friend, John B. 
West, whose health had broken down in Minnesota. Brodie 
urged that this Harvard graduate be accommodated with out
door work preferably in the Forest Bureau, for he was * 1 2

12. Brodie to Roosevelt, February 8, 1909, Series
1, Reel 88, Roosevelt Papers, LC.

13. Roosevelt to Brodie, February 11, 1909, Series
2, Reel 353, Vol. 90, Roosevelt Papers, LC.
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afflicted with tuberculosis. Encouraged to visit Arizona,
West came down, but after a short time became lonesome and
departed for his home and family. Before leaving, however,
he wrote to George Smalley thanking him for his intended
assistance. Arizona, the young man declared, had done
marvels for his health. In mid-1910 he wrote letters of
introduction for former Rough Rider Lieutenant John C.
Greenway, a resident of Michigan who was moving to Bisbee
to work for the Calumet and Arizona Mining Company. On
July 14 Brodie personally handed these letters to Greenway,
saying that they would introduce him to some of the best

14people of the territory.
On March 18, 1911, Brodie glowed with pride when the 

Theodore Roosevelt Dam was dedicated and opened to the 
public. Three months later, he was transferred from the 
Department of the Dakotas, and on July 1 made Adjutant 
General of the Western Division, with his headquarters in

14. Brodie to Smalley, November 22, 1909, John B. 
Wright Jr. to Smalley, February 24, 1910, Smalley Collec
tion, AHS. John C. Greenway to Brodie, July 22, August 2, 
1910, John C. Greenway Papers, AHS. On July 22, Greenway 
expressed his affection for Brodie and informed him that 
upon meeting a number of Brodie1s friends, "they all tell 
me you were the best liked governor this territory ever had." 
On August 2, Greenway thanked Brodie for certain letters of 
introduction. Greenway became one of Arizona's most 
prominent mining men. Later in 1912 Greenway and Dwight 
B. Heard would lead the Progressive Party and Bull Moose 
Movement in Arizona in support of Roosevelt. See George 
Hunter, "John C. Greenway and the Bull Moose Movement in 
Arizona" (M. A. Thesis, The University of Arizona, 1966), 
p. v.



San Francisco. His offices reportedly occupied an entire 
floor of the Chronicle Building at Kearney and Market 
Streets. While Brodie was stationed in the city, his 
former secretary, George Smalley, was a staff member of the 
San Francisco Morning Call. However, the two families saw 
little of each other, for each lived on opposite sides of 
the bay.

By 1911 the schism between Theodore Roosevelt and 
President Taft became irreparable, and the ex-president 
began making plans to run for office again. In Arizona, 
newspaperman Dwight B. Heard of Phoenix took charge of the 
Roosevelt campaign, and former Rough Riders Ben Daniels,
Joe Alexander, and John Greenway played active roles.
Noting that the "bread and butter politicians" were 
supporting the administration and that Roosevelt was making 
a fight against great odds, Greenway in early 1912 wrote to 
Brodie and solicited his political assistance. Greenway 
had made a post-card canvass of Cochise County, where he 
was in charge of Roosevelt interests, and the returns indi
cated overwhelming support for "Teddy." However, he feared 
that without a presidential primary law in Arizona, which

15. Cullum, Biographical Register, Via, pp. 150- 
51. Rynning, Gun Notches, p. 319. Smalley, Adventures, 
p. 141.
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became a state on February 14, the will of the people might 
be denied.^

Brodie was unable to help Greenway very much, but 
his heart was in the right place. Writing to Roosevelt in 
April, the Colonel declared that he was with him "body and 
soul, in the crusade you are making for civic and political 
rightousness." He offered his everlasting loyalty and added 
that Roosevelt was voicing thoughts and convictions that had 
been Brodie1s for over thirty years. Unfortunately,
Roosevelt was thwarted at the Republican National Conven
tion, and he formed the "Bull Moose" Progressive Party. In 
so doing he split the Republican party, which proved a 
Godsend to the Democratic party. When Woodrow Wilson was 
elected President of the United States, Brodie sent Roosevelt 
a letter of consolation, and the former President replied 
that they had made a gallant fight and he had nothing to 
regret in the campaign.

On August 24, 1912, Brodie was promoted to the rank 
of Colonel. In early 1913, he wrote a rather highly 
eulogistical letter to Roosevelt. He commented on a

16. Pringle, Theodore Roosevelt, pp. 550-52.
Greenway to Brodie, March 23, 1912, Greenway Papers, AHS. 
Hunter, "The Bull Moose Movement in Arizona," pp. 39, 41,
56, 73. In a letter to Heard, Greenway suggested Brodie as 
a possible candidate for governor on the Progressive ticket.

17. Brodie to Roosevelt, April 11, 1912, Series 1, 
Reel 136; Roosevelt to Brodie, November 16, 1912, Series 2, 
Reel 354, Vol. 93, Roosevelt Papers, LC.
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dramatic change in the editorial policy of the Portland 
Oregonian. which had opposed Roosevelt in the last campaign. 
Prompted by the paper's more enlightened views, Brodie 
wrote: "... . words of condemnation shall give way to words 
of praise on the lips of those who arrayed themselves against 
him . . . respect . . . shall be rendered by those who 
formerly despised the principles for which he strove . . . .  
To extoll rather than to deride and this when there is no 
hope of benefits to be gained by so doing, is . . . an
achievement worth living for, worth dying for if needs be." 
Brodie concluded his poetic letter by acknowledging that 
those who had tested Roosevelt's capacity for friendship 
would testify that God had never made a grander, truer, or 
more tender friend. For Brodie and countless other Americans 
of all stations, the words rang true. To Roosevelt they 
were deeply touching and no doubt soothed the wounds of 
defeat.

As required by law, Colonel Alexander Oswald Brodie 
retired from the United States Army on November 13, 1913, at 
the age of sixty-four. The Brodies removed to New Jersey 
and purchased an old Quaker Colonial home in Haddonfield. 
Declaring that they had made their last move, they prepared 
to live out their lives in comfort. Like Roosevelt at

18. Cullum, Biographical Register. Via, pp. 150-51. 
Brodie to Roosevelt, April 5, 1913, Series 1, Reel 171; 
Roosevelt to Brodie, April 15, 1913, Series 2, Reel 356,
Vol. 96, Roosevelt Papers, LC.
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Sagamore Hill, Brodie loved his new home. His interest in
life had not departed, and he took great satisfaction in the
accomplishments of his son, who was at the head of his
class in high school and as tall as his father. He was in

19his own words, "happy and content."
The Colonel continued to maintain an interest in 

political affairs and cherished his correspondence with 
friends. In a letter to George Smalley, he predicted that 
the United States was fast approaching a war with Mexico.
It would be the death knell for the Democratic party, he 
thought. He urged Smalley to tie to Dwight B. Heard for 
their mutual advantage, for he believed that Heard was the 
most prominent politician in Arizona. A week later, in a 
written communication, Brodie welcomed Roosevelt home from 
his South American expedition, which had greatly taxed the 
physical strength of the ex-president. In the spring of 
1915 the Brodies were extended an invitation and subse
quently dined with the Roosevelts. He also learned that 
his former comrade McClintock had turned to history as an 
occupation. In reply to McClintock1s queries for informa
tion, Brodie requested that succinct mention of his military 
career be made and his wishes were subsequently honored. He 
freely offered much information, but admitted that his 
memory was failing. Writing to George Smalley, Brodie

19. Cullum, Biographical Register, Via, pp. 150-51. 
Brodie to Smalley, May 12, 1914, Smalley Collection, AHS.
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stated that he felt like an old horse turned out to pasture,
"just done up and needing a rest." He did not move around
very much and oftentimes fell asleep in his chair. He had
heard that Nathan Murphy had lost his power as a boss and
also most of his money. To Smalley this statement confirmed
the old Rough Rider's growing incapacity, for ex-Governor

20Murphy had died in 1908.
Brodie occasionally corresponded with John Greenway, 

the copper magnate. On April 26 he invited him to come east 
and attend the launching of the U.S.S. Arizona. Although 
Greenway had other pressing business, Brodie enjoyed 
immensely the launching of the dreadnought at the Brooklyn 
Naval Yard on June 20. In 1916, almost a year later, 
Greenway wrote the Colonel and solicited his services in 
organizing an Arizona-New Mexico volunteer regiment that 
might be used against Mexico. Roosevelt had urged Greenway 
to command the regiment and he felt that Brodie could help, 
too. The plan soon was abandoned, as the United States * 1 2

20. Brodie to Smalley, May 12, 1914, Smalley 
Collection, AHS. Brodie to Roosevelt, May 20, 1914, Series
1, Reel 183; Roosevelt to Brodie, December 16, 1914, Series
2, Reel 357, Vol. 99; February 6, 1915, Series 2, Reel 358, 
Vol. 101, Roosevelt Papers, LC. Brodie to McClintock, 
February 21, 1915, McClintock File, PPL. Brodie to Smalley, 
March 26, 1915, Smalley Collection, AHS.
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Army under General John J. Pershing proved capable of

21handling the situation.
In 1916 Roosevelt openly criticized President Wilson 

regarding national and world affairs and hinted that he 
would have liked to run against him that year. He advised 
his Republican friends not to select him unless they were 
in an "heroic" mood, for he would provide dynamic leadership 
for the troubled times. When the party chose Charles Evans 
Hughes, Brodie consoled Roosevelt with the admission that 
the people's will had been thwarted once again. In his 
letter he also requested Roosevelt's assistance. He wanted 
to assist his son in the career he had always desired, and 
asked Roosevelt for a letter of introduction to Senator- 
elect James Frelinghuysen of New Jersey. The letter would 
be of inestimable value in securing his son an appointment 
to the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis. The former 
President promptly complied.

On February 6, 1917, Brodie hastened to offer his 
services to Roosevelt and to the nation when United States 
entry into World War I became inevitable. Roosevelt at the 
time was petitioning President Wilson and the War Department 
to allow him to organize a volunteer division to be sent to 
Europe. While he personally negotiated with the government,

21. Brodie to Greenway, April 26, 1915; Greenway to 
Brodie, May 10, 1915, July 24, 1916, Greenway Papers, AHS. 
New York Times, June 20, 1915.
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he assured Brodie that he would be needed to raise the
division and manage the home depot. While Brodie waited
anxiously, the request was denied. For Roosevelt it was his

22most crushing defeat.
On May 10, 1918, Brodie died at his estate in 

Haddonfield, New Jersey. His bereaved widow received many 
condolences. Governor George W. P. Hunt of Arizona wired, 
expressing the sympathy of the state. The Arizona legis
lature passed a resolution deploring the former Governor's 
death. Brodie's funeral was quite ceremonious, with a grand 
marshal and four subordinate marshals directing the grief 
stricken family and personal acquaintances. Printed instruc
tions were produced for the funeral procession. As Brodie 
was a Scotsman by heritage, he was buried at Haddonfield
with a spray of Highland Heather in his clasped hands sent

23by his cousin, Charles Brodie Watson, of Scotland.

22. Pringle, Theodore Roosevelt, pp. 584-86, 595- 
600. Brodie to Roosevelt, November 29, 1916, Series 1, Reel 
216; December 12, 1916, Series 1, Reel 217, February 6, 1917, 
Series 1, Reel 221; Roosevelt to Brodie, February 9, 1917, 
Series 3A, Reel 387, Vol. 103, Roosevelt Papers, LC.

23. Roosevelt to Brodie, March 8, 1918, Series 3A, 
Reel 401, Vol. 155, Roosevelt Papers, LC. Cullum, Bio
graphical Register, Via, p. 151. Typed obituary of Brodie, 
McClintock File, PPL. Joint Resolution No. 2, Acts Resolu
tions and Memorials, Third State Legislature, First Special 
Session (Tucson: Starjob Printers, 1918), p. 76. Harlan C. 
Herner Personal Files, Tucson, Arizona. Roosevelt soon 
received the final summons also. By 1918 Roosevelt was 
half-deaf, blind in one eye and had been hospitalized for 
abscesses and inflammatory rheumatism. On January 6, 1919, 
he died of a blood clot in the coronary artery. Pringle, 
Theodore Roosevelt, pp. 601-602.
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Alexander Brodie served his country well. As a 

subordinate of Crook and Howard, he had performed admirably. 
In the role of engineer and entrepreneur, he aided in the 
economic development of the West. His will to defend his 
country in time of war resulted in his conception and 
formation of the First Volunteer Cavalry. By his work and 
ability alone he deserved but probably would not have 
attained high political office. However, his fortunate 
service with the Rough Riders resulted in an enduring 
friendship with Theodore Roosevelt who provided Brodie just 
recognition.

Governor Brodie served capably as Arizona's fifteenth 
chief executive, his administration being marked by honesty 
and integrity. During his tenure, the popular Brodie enjoyed 
the cooperation and support of both parties. His policies 
were basically conservative. He brought fiscal stability 
to Arizona, fought privileged interests, and promoted a 
humanitarian law for the workingman. His most enduring 
benefits to Arizona were in the field of irrigation. The 
Roosevelt and Laguna Dams stand as lasting memorials. One 
of the most colorful men to grace the executive chair of 
Arizona, Alexander 0. Brodie contributed to the growth of 
Arizona Territory in many ways— as a soldier, engineer, 
entrepreneur, and politician. He was as Roosevelt said, a 
great American.
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