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ABSTRACT

This report examined the variables of family 
background, family problems, interparental relationship, and 
parent-child relationship in the development of delinquent 
behaviors among adolescent females. Also studied were 
physical traits, personal feelings, attitudes among 
adolescent females, perception of school, teachers and other 
authorities, tendencies of suicide, theft and sexual and 
drug use behaviors. A 143 item questionnaire was used to 
obtain information from 12 students in the Center for 
Adolescent Parents program, Tucson. Results include 
observed frequencies of responses and percentage values. 
Problems with interparental and parent-child relationships 
were the chief cause of delinquent behaviors among 
adolescent females. Involvement in premarital sex and drug 
use were directly related with problem families in which 
parents lack compassion for each other or their children. In 
close knit loving and caring families problems of delinquent 
behaviors were greatly reduced.
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CHAPTER I 

XHTRODUCTXOM
Society is faced with serious problems of school 

dropouts, teenage pregnancy, drug abuse, and other forms of 
delinquencies coupled with suicide and other health and 
society threatening behaviors. The increasing seriousness 
of these problems has caught the attention of the media, 
policy makers, and educators. Practitioners in the fields 
of prevention, early intervention, and rehabilitation have 
tried a wide variety of approaches with adolescents who are 
found to be at risk. The efforts which range from "Just say 
no" educational approaches to alternative school programs 
cannot slow down the increasing seriousness of these 
problems. Nearly one million adolescent females become 
pregnant each year and almost 500,000 of them have babies 
(Vinovskis, 1988). When parenthood occurs early in 
adolescence, it creates a dilemma for the young mother and 
her child, threatening both their immediate and long range 
interests. Vinovskis has documented multiple negative 
outcomes of early childbearing for the adolescent: 
diminished education, inadequate job skills, high 
unemployment rates, increased health risks, early and/or 
forced marriages, and lowered self-esteem.

Adolescence is characterized as a stage between 
childhood and adulthood. During this time a female is
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particularly vulnerable to her surroundings. School 
dropouts, teenage premarital pregnancy, drug abuse, theft, 
and suicide are among the top delinquency threats faced by a 
female adolescent. Stewart and Zaenglein-Senger (1984) 
showed that delinquent females typically come from families 
with multiple problems. These families are mostly among 
lower socioeconomic groups with large families and less 
education and resources. In these families neglect from 
parents and deprivation of emotional support have been 
related to delinquency among girls. In addition to the 
disrupted home situation specific problems such as psychosis 
and neurosis, mental deficiency, alcoholism, and a history 
of delinquency in the family are often encountered 
clinically (Hurrelmann, 1990). Simons, Robertson, and Downs
(1989) reported that delinquent girls come from broken homes 
with abusive or alcoholic parents and stresses that marital 
instability of mothers, as well as disturbances in father 
relationships are common among delinquent girls.

Hurrelmann (1990) also showed that in addition to these 
specific problems, the family atmosphere and the quality of 
interaction between a delinquent girl and her parents are 
also studied. For example, familial characteristics to be 
significantly associated with self reported female 
delinquency are: parental quarrelling and rejection,
unfairness, partiality and strictness of punishment, along



with nagging and scolding, nervousness and irritability, 
dishonesty, and value disagreement.

Family tension leading to disruption, coupled with 
negative evaluations of interpersonal relationships within 
the family, was found to be significantly associated with 
female delinquency (Theriot, Pecoraro, and Ross, 1991). The 
family atmosphere of delinquents is notably lacking in 
provision of acceptance, love, and support. The literature 
on female delinquency strongly suggests that problem 
oriented families are characterized by the simultaneous 
presence of a series of crisis. The familial environment 
with multiple difficulties often fail to produce behavioral 
norms.

Purposes of the Study
The purpose of this study was to identify and confirm 

the relationships between family interaction and female 
delinquency among teenage mothers.

Objectives
The objectives of this study were:
1. To identify and confirm the relationship between 

family interaction and female delinquency.
2. To study physical traits, personal feelings, and 

expressions of anger of adolescent mothers.
3. To study perception and authority among

10

adolescent mothers.
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4. To study suicide and theft tendencies, sexual 

behavior, and drug use among adolescent mothers. 
Definition of Terms

The operational definitions of terms for this study are 
as follows:
family interaction: includes not only the relationship of

parent to adolescent but also includes 
the parent to parent relationship. 

delinquency: any behavior committed that is likely
to provoke official, social sanctions.

Limitations
The limitations of this study were:

1. The study was limited to students in The Center 
For Adolescent Parents Program, Tucson, Arizona.

2. All students enrolled in the programs for the 
spring 1991 session were included.

3. All students present on the day the questionnaire 
was administered were asked to complete the 
instrument.

4. Questions dealing with school were deleted from 
the report as the subjects may have misunderstood 
the word school and applied a secondary high 
school meaning to it instead of The Center for
Adolescent Parents.



5. Instrument did not address any specific ethnic 
background, therefore, it may not be considered 
as ethnic sensitive.

6. Subjects were all low-income and instrument was 
used on upper-lower to lower-middle class in 
school females, grades 9-12.

12
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Background of the Study

Practitioners in both clinical and school settings 
agree that the family is the most significant foundation for 
the development of personality and social interaction of the 
adolescents, especially the adolescent female. The 
expectation is that a girl's personality and her behavioral 
patterns and attitudes towards her teachers, as well as 
other conventional institutions, are strongly influenced by 
her experiences within her family. This is due to the fact 
that a female is more involved physically and emotionally in 
the family. Consequently, the relationship between family 
dynamics and female delinquency has long been a central 
concern in the field of social work.

Teenage Pregnancy
According to Advisory Council on Adolescent Health 

(1986) and Anolik (1983), adolescent child bearing is 
believed to be the hub around which the United States 
poverty cycle revolves, and it is a major factor behind the 
increasing percentages of children, women, and minorities 
topping the ranks of those living in poverty. The 1986 
result of public assistance for this population was that tax 
payers pay the estimated twenty billion dollars annual price 
tag for these services (Burt, 1986).

CHAPTER II
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In a study of pregnant and parenting adolescent females 

by DeBolt, Pasley, and Kreutzer (1990), factors affecting 
the probability of school dropout were discussed. The study 
also indicated that becoming pregnant typically has a 
disruptive effect on the education of the adolescent, which 
in turn has a serious impact on subsequent income and 
vocation. Eight out of ten adolescent females who first 
become mothers at age seventeen or younger never completed 
high school (Moore and Hofferth, 1978). Even when the first 
birth occurs at age eighteen or nineteen the rate for 
dropping out of school is 1,4 times greater than the general 
teenage population. Consequently, the younger the female is 
at the time of pregnancy, the less likely she is to return 
to school after delivering her baby. Because of this lower 
educational attainment adolescent mothers usually have lower 
income than those who delay pregnancy. The pregnancy not 
only disrupts schooling, but minimizes the acquisition of 
vocational skills. It is also difficult for her to find 
employment because of her new responsibilities. As a 
consequence, she must go on welfare. Statistics are 
available documenting a significant increase in teenage 
pregnancy rates, a multi-fold increase in the number of 
arrests for drug use, a disproportionate increase in the 
percentage of serious crimes committed by adolescents, and 
an alarming increase in homicides.
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Adolescence is characterized as a stage between 

childhood and adulthood. During these years the adolescents 
are particularly vulnerable to their surroundings. Positive 
influences take root into their personalities during this 
period. Stewart and Zaenglein-Senger (1984) showed that 
delinquent personality abounds in the lower socioeconomic 
strata, and is a product of alcoholics, psychotics or 
neurotics devoid.of consistent parental love. There may be 
love in some form but it is distorted as narcissistic, over 
protective, sexual, or possessive. Most of the 
interpersonal relationships in delinquents are characterized 
by mistrust, suspicion, fear, anger, jealousy, scorn, and/or 
disinterest towards all individuals (Donovan & Jesser,
1985).

Delinquent adolescents may act out their resentment for 
others, and to demonstrate their feelings of worthlessness 
they fail in whatever they undertake, and by getting into 
trouble with the law. They may also develop intermittent 
sexual frustrations which are in turn enhanced by the 
cinema, radio, fashion, television, advertizing, 
pornography, and publishing (Kugelman, 1973). The 
resentment is shown by a complete ignorance of the parental 
ecclesiastical or school injunctions.

Many adolescents indulge in premarital sexual relations 
with the protection of the pill or other devices or nothing
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at all. This behavior is more common among adolescents 
belonging to lower class who marry at an earlier stage with 
conception preceding marriage. Kugelman (1973) also showed 
that two-thirds of women who marry before the age of twenty 
are pregnant before marriage. A contributing factor to this 
behavior is a desire to be thought of as experienced and 
worldly among adolescents. There may be strong pressures 
upon a boy to prove his masculinity and upon a girl from the 
fear that she will lose the boy if she does not agree to 
have sexual relations. There are situations where neither 
the boy nor the girl really want it, but both feel impelled 
to participate. Less attractive consequences of this 
indulgence are pregnancy and venereal diseases among young 
women.

Delinquent Behavior
Delinquency is operationally defined as any behavior 

committed by an adolescent that is likely to provoke 
official, social sanctions. In this study family 
interaction has been recognized as the most predominant 
cause of delinquent behavior among the adolescent females. 
Family interaction includes not only the relationship of 
parents to adolescents but also includes parent to parent 
relationship. The role of parent-child relationship has 
long been debated and sociological research has given 
parental attachment a central place in social bond theory of



delinquent behavior (Hurrelmann, 1990). The importance of 
parent-child relations as a highly significant variable in 
"presumed causes of juvenile delinquency" is well documented 
in the literature both theoretically and empirically.

Research by Anolik (1980) supported by Simons 
et al. (1989) stated that the social control and related 
theorists have suggested that inadequacies in the parent- 
child relationship predispose some children towards 
delinquent behavior by making them less likely to abide by 
socially sanctioned behavior and strategies designed to meet 
their individual needs.

Traditionally female delinquency among adolescents has 
been attributed almost solely to personal or familial 
factors. According to Gibbons (1981) the most widely shared 
sociological interpretation of female delinquency holds that 
young women get involved in delinquency because of tension- 
ridden home situations in which they are on poor affectional 
terms with their parents. He implies that parent-child 
relations are more relevant to female than male 
delinquency".

Norland, Shover, Thornton, and James (1979) reported 
that family conflict had different effects on male and 
female self reported delinquency. This difference in 
relative effect can be contributed to the fact that while a 
boy has the opportunity physically to escape the situation

17
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of family stress by involvement with a stable male peer 
group, a girl is often not as fortunate. Traditionally 
girls are more closely supervised by their parents in terms 
of their peer relationships, therefore the girl becomes 
encapsulated in a conflict ridden family where frustration 
and stress accumulate. Since her options for dealing with 
domestic problems and escaping them are restricted due to 
her position in the family, the situation escalates until 
delinquency becomes a reasonable solution as an outlet.

A study by Barnett, Papini, and Gbur (1991) found that 
lack of communication with parents and not being understood 
by parents are examples of family difficulties. A case-work 
study by Hall (1984) indicated an interesting aspect that 
family interactions are measured by the amount of "talk 
time" and "conflict". The importance of relationship 
between parent and child affecting the likelihood of 
delinquency among adolescents is also recognized by other 
researchers like White and White (1991), and Hurrelmann
(1990).

McCord and McCord (1958) found that consistent warmth 
from both parents (especially the mother) was associated 
with low crime rates while the absence of parental love was 
correlated with increased delinquent behavior. Jensen's 
(1972) research supported these findings. Block's (1978) 
data indicated that parents had closer relationships with
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their daughters than with their sons. Females were being 
socialized more than males for familial concerns. Fathers 
tried to include daughters more in decision of family plans. 
This resulted in a warmer relationship between daughters and 
parents and consequently delinquent behavior probability was 
lowered. Morris (1986) speculated that broken homes lead to 
higher adolescent female crime because females are more 
concerned with establishing relations than males, and coming 
from broken homes could decrease their abilities to make and 
maintain satisfying relations.

Family
The importance of intimacy or attachment has been 

recognized in several studies. In fact, studies of social 
support provide evidence that quality relationships between 
parents and children can mediate the ill effects of crisis, 
and can promote positive mental health (Graven & Schaef,
1982; Whittaker & Garbarino, 1983). In a similar study by 
Greenberg, Siegel, and Leitch (1983) the importance of 
parents and peers was examined, using a measure of self
esteem. The study found that attachments to both the 
parents and the peers were related to well being of the 
adolescents. This study also showed that parental 
relationships are a more powerful predicator of self-esteem 
than are peer relationships.



Similar studies by Gray and Ramsey (1986), and Anolik 
(1983), showed that delinquents tend to be associated with 
more negative parental and family interactions and 
perceptions than do non-delinquents, implying that 
delinquents come from less favorable family environments.
The adolescent female is more affected by parental behaviors 
than the adolescent male because of her closeness and 
involvement in family affairs (Lang, Pampenfuhs & Walter, 
1976).

Barnett et al. (1991), and Simons et al. (1989), found 
that family experiences during adolescence were critical in 
determining personality traits and predispositions to risk 
pregnancy. If the parents marriage was characterized by 
distance and hostility, and the adolescent felt alienated 
from her mother as a young teenager, or if the relationship 
with her father was excessively intimate; promiscuity and 
irresponsible uses of contraceptives were common outcome. 
Unsatisfactory identification with a mother, who was neither 
warm nor respected, were common expressions of subjects in 
this study (Simons et al., 1989).

In a similar research Drummond and Hansford (1991) 
contended that adolescent mothers, without exception, are 
characterized by low self-concept and very little belief in 
their ability to win affection and respect from others. The 
research also indicated that the pregnant unwed teens

20



21
perceive their own mothers as failures in rearing them with 
enough basic self-control to restrain sexual impulses until 
they met the conditions required by the culture. So poor 
mothering produces an insecure adolescent who fails to learn 
feminine poise and self-protective restraint.

Sheehy (1974) asserts that having a mother who has a 
firm grip on her own identity can offer the adolescent "a 
strong and provocative model". Mothers serve as the initial 
source of sex-role learning for their daughters.

Fox and Inazo (1980) gathered data on communication 
between mothers and daughters about sexual behavior and 
concerns and found that a higher frequency of communication 
about sexual questions was associated with more responsible 
patterns of daughter's sexual behavior = These frequent 
discussions made possible a kind of anticipatory rehearsal 
which allowed the daughter to accept her sexuality and 
desensitize the topics of sex and birth control to the 
extent that discussion about responsible sexual behavior 
could also occur with the partner.

The mother-daughter bond is both biological and 
emotional. Menarche menstruation, conception, gestation, 
birth, and menopause link mother and female adolescent, yet 
they often represent barriers rather than bridges to open 
communications concerning sexual socialization. It appears 
that mothers have adopted a "head in the sand" attitude
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towards their daughter's emerging sexuality. Most often 
avoiding the subject and the reality of their daughter's new 
status. White and White (1991), and Barnett et al. (1991) 
advocate the necessity of open parent adolescent 
communications about sexual values.

A study conducted by Cicirelli (1980) also indicated 
that mother-daughter relations make a difference in 
adolescent sexual behavior. Indeed, females are seen as 
more strongly influenced by parents than males with mothers 
as the "major force" in the life of females. If family 
support and resources are lacking during adolescent years, 
when identity is the developmental theme, then confusion and 
inappropriate decision making can easily result. In 
addition some ambivalence is noted in the mother-daughter 
relationship at this time. If the mother is dependent she 
may smother the child during those times when she does not 
have an adult to be dependant upon, and reject the child 
when an adult relationship exists. This alternating pattern 
of closeness and loss has been called the "dependency- 
deprivation syndrome", and has been identified frequently 
enough in pregnant adolescents to be considered a motivating 
factor for the pregnancy (Bolton, 1980).

In summary the relationship that the adolescent female 
has established with her family is a critical factor as she 
enters the stage where physically she can produce a child.



The child rearing literature concludes that parental 
acceptance, warmth, and support are positively related to 
healthy development of children.

Educational Attainment of Pregnant Adolescent 
"Family structure" and "family background" are 

important determinants of academic achievements of pregnant 
and parenting adolescents (Drummond & Hansford, 1991;
Weidman & Friedman, 1984). School factors also influence 
dropout rates in this special population of adolescent 
mothers. For example, rigid requirements for attendance, 
minimal encouragement for the adolescent parent to continue 
her education, and lack of individual consideration have 
been correlated with pregnant and parenting dropouts (Black 
& DeBlassie, 1985; Evans, 1987; Mott & Marsiglio, 1985). 
Those who give birth between age sixteen and eighteen are 
likely to make other adult transitions at the same time 
(e.g., establishing independent living arrangements, getting 
a job, or getting married). These transitions make it more 
difficult for a young female to continue her education 
(Hayes, 1987). It is further indicated that if the 
adolescent females marries either during or after the 
pregnancy, the probability of dropping out increases (Mott, 
1986; Rumberger, 1987). Consequently females who married 
early tended to be those most lacking in academic ambition. 
Research by Mott also reported that 55% of fifteen year old

23
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pregnant adolescents and 70% of those younger than fifteen 
years of age have dropped out before completing high school„ 

The majority of pregnant adolescents elect to carry 
their pregnancy to term. Many of them either elect to raise 
their child themselves or in the home of the maternal 
grandparents. Mills, Dunham, and Alpert (1988) showed that 
the interruption of education is typical of pregnant and 
parenting adolescents. A critical point of intervention to 
reduce the negative consequences of adolescent pregnancy or 
parenthood is to ensure that the adolescent completes high 
school, or acquires labor market skills (Hofferth, 1991; 
Raberi, Seltzer, & Pollack, 1991). Multiple studies have 
documented a variety of variables predicting school dropouts 
(Drummond & Hansford, 1991; Evans, 1987; Greenberg et al., 
1983), in general: lower socioeconomic status of the
family, early academic failure, race, negative school 
attitude, and/or experience. Supporting researches by 
Debolt et al. (1990), and Rumberger (1987) established that 
adolescent mothers ultimately obtain less education than do 
females who delay childbearing. In fact findings by Evans 
(1987) have suggested that 40% of female dropouts in the 
United States indicate pregnancy and/or marriage as the main 
reason for dropping out of school. This is supported by the 
research by Drummond and Hansford (1991) in which high 
school attrition is related to several factors: a student's
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background characteristics, negative educational achievement 
and attitudes, and individual behavior. All are considered 
as contributing factors to high school attrition. Other 
influential factors presented by Bearinger and Blum (1987) 
include: educational level and educational ambition of
family head, composition of the family (presence/absence of 
parents), family obligation and stress, and family support. 
According to Roosa (1986) and Weidman and Friedman (1984), 
there are two characteristics specific to the adolescent 
female: her mother's level of education and her marital or
parenting status. The higher the level of education 
attained by the adolescent female's mother, the more likely 
the adolescent was to attain or surpass the level. Other 
factors contributing to dropping out are academic 
achievements in school, as measured by grades, test scores, 
and grade retention; along with behavior problems in school 
including absenteeism, truancy, social isolation, and 
discipline (Gottlieb, 1981).

Roosa (1986) hypothesized that there are three distinct 
types of pregnant adolescent school dropouts. The first 
group, dropping out of school may be part of a sub-cultural 
pattern. The adolescent in this group might be generally 
unsuccessful in school. They probably have matched or 
exceeded the education level of their social support 
network. The second group consists- of those who have every
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intention of completing high school, but who drop out of 
school within the first several months after delivery.
These adolescents lack the support network that will allow 
them to continue in school. The third group of adolescent 
mother school dropouts consists of those with high 
educational support system who survive quite well until they 
are faced with a second pregnancy. Like other dropouts, 
academic performance may influence the dropout rate of 
pregnant and parenting adolescent. That is, being below 
grade level and having low educational aspirations have been 
found to significantly decrease the likelihood of remaining 
in school for the pregnant and parenting adolescent (Debolt 
et al., 1990).

Drug Use and Adolescents
It is clear from the previous information that family 

and peers have different influences upon adolescent females. 
The extent of these influences depend on chronological or 
biological age, culture, historical time, sex, personal 
characteristics, and the behaviors. The importance of both 
family and friends in the prediction of drug use has also 
been recognized for sometime. It has been generally found 
(Gottlieb, 1981; Simons et al., 1989) that a positive, 
loving bond between parent and child is linked to reduced 
likelihood of the adolescent's drug use. Both the effect of 
the overall family environment and of the individual



27
relationships among family members appear to be relevant in 
predicting adolescent's drug use (Elliott, Huizinga, & 
Ageton, 1985). The trust and concern of the parents in 
family cohesiveness and involvement of the adolescent in the 
family's decision making process is associated with less 
drug involvement (William & Kohn, 1980).

Graven and Schaef (1982) in their report of family life 
and levels of involvement in an adolescent heroin epidemic 
stressed the effects of negative interparental relationships 
emerging as drug use in an adolescent female. These 
findings are supported by a similar research of Herbert,
Pollinger, Ulman, and Carr (1981). Lax discipline is often 
interpreted by the adolescent as a disinterested attitude on 
the part of the parent and may be associated with higher 
levels of drug use by the teen. A number of family related 
variables are positively correlated with drug use, including 
non-attendants at religious services and coming from a 
broken home (Blechman, 1982; Brook, Whiteman, & Gordon,
1983). Parental socioeconomic status has been linked with 
adolescent drug use. It is reported that female 
delinquents, more frequently come from unstable home 
situations, have a higher incidence of alcoholism and a 
history of criminality in their families (Weinman, 1990). 
Drug users have also been associated with absent and non
functional fathers.
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Research by Ekstrom, Geortz, Poliak, and Rock (1986) 

concluded that characteristics of friends are firm and 
substantial correlates of adolescent's drug use. Principle 
correlates were the use of drugs by friends and the extent 
of delinquent behavior in general. This is supported by 
Hurrelmann (1990). Both researches also showed that friends 
were likely to be major suppliers of drugs. Friends acted 
as models and patterns of drug use may act as determiners in 
the selection of friends and the maintenance of the stable 
bond of friendships. The extent of adolescents friends 
delinquent behavior (excluding drug use) showed firm 
correlations with the adolescents own drug use. There was a 
suggestion that adolescent drug users may perceive 
numerically more persons as friends than do non-users. 
Adolescent female's smoking of tobacco and marijuana, and 
their drinking of alcohol are predicted better from parental 
alcohol and drug use.

Research also has shown that adolescents view drug use 
as a part of a syndrome of deviant behaviors, including 
delinquent and sexual behavior (Demb, 1991; Hundleby, 1986). 
An interesting observation from the same research noted that 
the number of friends of the opposite sex showed low 
positive correlations with adolescents own drug use.
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Teachers and School

Teacher support and school environment have a profound 
effect on the perceptions of adolescent females. Preventive 
sex education programs in the public schools as discussed by 
Jorgensen and Alexander (1983) significantly reduce the 
level of pregnancy risk among the adolescent population. A 
study by Gray and Ramsey (1986) concluded that such early 
intervention programs result in completion of high school 
education and identified teacher involvement and support as 
the source of success of such programs. Results supporting 
these findings are presented by Roussere (1985) and Demb
(1991). Positive influences of teachers and schools were 
realized in reduction of delinquency, drug abuse, adolescent 
pregnancies, and even suicide among the adolescent female 
population (Evans, 1987; Fine, 1986; Weidman & Friedman,
1984) . Influence of teachers when coupled with family 
support can generate positive results not only in the 
perception and education, but also in prevention of problems 
among adolescent females in particular and youth in general.

Perception of Authority
The role of clergy was recognized by Rolfe (1984) to be 

in a uniquely advantageous position to help families avoid 
the trauma of teenage pregnancy through well-timed support 
and intervention with members of their congregations.
Clergy can instruct adolescents in the detail of sex, coach
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parents to explain religious understanding of sexuality and 
its place in relationships, and organize discussion groups 
for adolescents in a religious atmosphere. This preventive 
potential of the religious institutions and personnel was 
supported also by Stevenson (1990).

Anti-social Behavior and Suicide 
Anti-social behavior and suicidal tendencies were major 

chuses of disease and death among adolescents. Compared 
with other age groups, adolescents were overrepresented in 
health problems related to violence, substance abuse, and 
pregnancy (William & Kohn, 1980). Mental and emotional 
illnesses were present in adolescent females in the form of 
suicidal tendencies, depression, anti-social behaviors, and 
personality disorders. Supportive documents were provided 
by Price (1987), and Choquet and Henke (1990). Holinger and 
Offes (1981) analyzed suicide rates in the United States and 
indicated that suicide rates have increased significantly 
among the adolescents.

Tucson Association for Child Care. Inc.
The "Tucson Association for Child Care, Inc." has a 

program for adolescent parents called "The Center For 
Adolescent Parents". At this center teen parents are 
provided with education, skill development and linking to 
community services to move them towards economic and
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emotional self sufficiency. Some important features of the
program are:
1. Instruction is provided in a classroom like atmosphere 

by paid and volunteer teachers in order to help the 
adolescent mothers prepare for the General Educational 
Development (G.E.D) examination. Specific instruction 
is provided in all the different subjects. Teen 
parents are encouraged to take and pass the exam. In 
case of an unsuccessful attempt the teen parent can 
take additional instructions to prepare for another 
attempt to pass the exam.

2. Through lectures and talks the teen parents are taught 
how to make healthy decisions for themselves and their 
children.

3. The teen parents are taught to identify priorities, set 
goals and develop a means to achieve those goals. They 
learn to set realistic goals so that success is 
obtained.

4. The Center offers opportunities and information to 
develop positive parenting.

5. The Center prepares the teen parent for the job market 
by providing job readiness skills. Special emphasis is 
placed on resume and application preparation, interview 
skills, and self presentation style.
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6. They are taught effective communication skills and have 

many opportunities to practice them.
7. The adolescent mothers are taught to plan a healthy and 

fruitful lifestyle which can satisfy their needs and 
wants while enjoying life to its fullest.

8. The adolescent mothers are made aware of different 
community services available to help and assist them 
and the Center makes arrangements to provide these 
services to the adolescent mothers and their babies.

9. As an additional encouragement for the adolescent 
mothers to enroll in this program, an on site free 
child care facility is available so that the mothers 
can leave their babies in the morning and work in the 
Center program without having to worry about their 
babies.

10. The Center provides free bus passes for the adolescent 
mothers who don't have a personal car, and furnish gas 
passes for the ones with personal vehicles. This way 
they don't have a reason to miss even a day of their 
program.

11. There are special classes to teach minor home 
maintenance and repair, and arts and crafts. This 
helps in development of self-confidence along with a 
handy skill.
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Summary

Both long and short term deterioration in youth conduct 
in general and adolescent female conduct in specific, as 
measured by such indicators as delinquency, out of wedlock 
births during adolescent years, premarital sex, substance 
abuse, anti-social behavior, and suicide is on the rise in 
the society. The most crucial factor influencing the 
adolescent's behaviors is recognized as family background 
and structure. A strong family unit is the foundation of 
character building whereas a weak and broken family unit is 
the core of all physical as well as mental diseases 
surrounding the adolescents. This is supported by old as 
well as new research all over the country.

No specific studies establishing relationship between 
adolescent mothers and their perception of police/law 
enforcement agencies or personnel were found.
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CHAPTER III

PROCEDURE AMD METHODOLOGY
The researcher selected The Center for Adolescent 

Parents, a program of Tucson Association for Child Care,
Inc., Tucson, Arizona, for the study. In order to 
understand the program better, the researcher participated 
as a research intern at the Center for a period of one 
semester. During this internship the researcher had the 
opportunity to interact on a daily basis with the staff and 
the adolescent mothers enrolled in the Center's program.
The researcher sat in on the lectures for General 
Educational Development (G.E.D) preparation, went along with 
the group on field trips, participated fully in other skill 
enhancing programs, and became a part of the program's daily 
routine. During these four months of interacting the 
researcher also took part in the community meetings of the 
Center in which the program attendees not only discussed 
their respective problems and proposed solutions but also 
shared feelings and experiences.

This involvement encouraged and built-up a friendly 
trust relationship between the researcher and the adolescent 
mothers participating in the program. The purpose of this 
involvement was to allow the adolescent mother to feel 
comfortable with the researcher and lead to truthful answers 
on the questionnaire presented at the end of the internship



by the researcher. It is perceived by the researcher that 
reliable data was collected which could not have been 
collected by any other way of conducting a research 
questionnaire study.

Sample Selection and Description
The sample size was kept small due to the very same 

reason of achieving the highest degree of reliability which 
could only result through a truthful and honest answering of 
the questionnaire presented. Twelve of the adolescent 
mothers enrolled in the program were present on the day the 
test was conducted and participated willingly without any 
apprehension.

The sample included twelve 16-17 years old adolescent 
mothers enrolled in The Center for Adolescent Parents during 
the spring 1991 semester. Since no one dropped out of or 
was added into the group, there was a zero attrition rate. 
All the participants present were included in the study.

The sample was representative of a western metropolitan 
community with the representation including Caucasian 
American, Native American, Afro-American and Mexican 
American populations. Due to the diversity of 
representation and the reliability of data, the researcher 
is confident of the results of this study.

35
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Instrument and Data Collection

The research instrument was a group-administered, pre
tested (Stewart & Zaenglein-Senger, 1984) questionnaire 
containing one hundred and forty three (143) questions (see 
Appendix A). The instrument was obtained from C. S. Stewart 
a professor, Department of Social Science, Michigan State 
University. This instrument was a copy of the original 
questionnaire used by Stewart and Zaenglein-Senger in their 
research on Female Delinquency, Family Problems, and 
Parental Interactions published in the Journal of 
Contemporary Social Work of 1984.

After analyzing the data, questions relating to school 
were omitted from this report after a discussion with the 
researcher's committee members. This was necessary to 
eliminate any misunderstanding on the part of the sample who 
might have been confused between their high school and the 
Center for Adolescent Mothers when reading the wood 
"school". Also omitted from this report were the questions 
relating to religious background due to lack of their need 
in this research. The instrument was reviewed and approved 
by the Chairperson of the Committee, Dr. Elizabeth Kendall 
Sproles, and The Director of The Center for Adolescent 
>Parents of Tucson Association of Child Care, Inc., Dr. Luan 
Wagner. The respondents to the questionnaire had no prior 
knowledge of the instrument or its contents.
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Questions regarding the same topics were repeated 

throughout the entire questionnaire and were asked 
differently to cross-check for consistency of answers. It 
was assured to the sample that the questionnaire was not a 
test but an important study of opinions that adolescent 
female mothers in Arizona have about themselves and what 
they do. They were also told there were no right or wrong 
answers (except for a few questions about age, grades, etc.) 
and that no one, not even the teachers at The Center for 
Adolescent Parents, would ever know what they have written. 
It was emphasized that in order to help and understand 
adolescent mothers today, their honest opinions were needed 
and that the success of the study depended entirely on their 
truthfulness.

Questions dealing with same or similar variables were 
grouped together to establish trends. These groups 
reflected relationships between adolescent mothers with 
their family background, and family problems; then physical 
traits, personal feelings, and attitudes; the relationship 
with school and teachers; and sexual behavior, suicide and 
theft tendencies, and drug usage of adolescent mothers. 
Relationships of parents with each other and with their 
children, (adolescent mothers), were also grouped 
separately. Within each group the questions were subdivided 
pertaining to answer responses of the questions.



Data Analysis
The data for this research was collected through a
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questionnaire survey in order to asses attitudes and 
opinions of the students enrolled in Tucson Association of 
Child Care, Inc, This method is categorized as descriptive 
research.

All the question groups and their possible responses 
were fed into eight (8) customized computer programs. The 
actual responses for each question were fed into another 
customized computer program.

The following is the listing and purpose of the 
customized computer programs:
1. Questions program or QA.prg.

The purpose of this program was to prompt the user 
to enter a question number and then enter the text for 
the question. This program creates a repository of all 
questions in a survey.

2. Option program or Option.prg.
The purpose of this program was to record all 

possible options for each question in a survey. This 
program acts as a repository for all options in a 
database and relates it to their respective questions.

3. Query program or Query.prg.
The purpose of this program was to prompt the user 

for a question number and then.display all its options.
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4. Survey program or SV.prg.

The purpose of this program was to record 
responses for each question for every survey 
questionnaire.

5. Sorting program or Sortit.prg.
The purpose of this program was to create several 

indices which were used later in other programs to 
facilitate querying of the databases.

6. Loading program or Loadit.prg.
The purpose of this program was to tally responses 

for each option of every question.
7. Print program or Print.prg.

The purpose of this program was to print all 
questions, their responses and their respective 
percentages as the pertain to the overall survey.

8. Main program or Main.prg.
The purpose of this program is to act as main menu 

for the survey stats system.

Notes Due to rounding system some items will add up to
99% or 101%.
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RESULTS AMD DISCUSSIONS
This research study was undertaken to identify and 

confirm the relationships between family interactions and 
female delinquency among teenage mothers.

The responses of the sample to the questionnaire are 
arranged in their respective categories and presented under 
different headings. The sample's opinion about the Center 
and it's program are presented at the end of this chapter.

Perceptions of adolescent mothers about family background:
Questions dealing with this subject are arranged in 

Table 1. It was observed that the sample belong to families 
with fathers having no graduate or professional degrees. 
Although half (50%) of the fathers had only graduated from 
high school, less than one-fifth (17%) had a college degree. 
Half (50%) , the subjects belong to large families with three 
or more children and the research subject being third or 
fourth born. A majority (75%) had both male and female 
siblings. Most of the adolescent mother in the survey (92%) 
expect to get married before or during their twenties and a 
minority of them (25%) want to have large families with 
three or more children. Most of the respondents (67%) want 
a family with two children. This shows a correlation

CHAPTER IV



between the family background and the future or expected 
family structure as desired by the sample. (See Table 1).

Perception of adolescent mothers about family problems:
Only half (50%) of the sample indicated serious illness 

in the family causing problems for them and two thirds (67%) 
indicated drinking or alcohol abuse as serious problems in 
their families. Divorce or likelihood of divorce and mental 
illness was not perceived as a problem creator, since more 
than half (58%) indicated it as so. Similarly death of a 
family member was not regarded as too serious of a problem 
in their families. Most of the subjects (92%) reported 
having been beaten so badly by their parents that they were 
ashamed to be seen by others. (See Table 2).

Perception of adolescent mothers about their parent's 
relationship with each other:

41
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Perception of Adolescent Mothers About Family 
Background

TABLE 1

*******************************************************************************************

Some Graduated Some Graduated Attended
High From High Col lege From Graduated or
School School Col lege Professional

Question Item School
% % % % %

How much formal education
does your father have? (3) 17 50 17 17 0

*******************************************************************************************

Question Item None One Two Three Four or more
% % % % %

How many brothers or sisters
do you have? (5) 8 25 17 17 33

*******************************************************************************************

Only F i rst Second Thi rd Fourth or
chi Id born born born later born

Question Item child chi Id chi Id chi Id
% % % % %

Which of the following
describes you the best? (6) 8 8 33 33 17

*******************************************************************************************

I am the There are There There are both
only only male are only male and
chi Id chiIdren female female

Question Item chiIdren chiIdren
% % % %

Which of the following 
describes your family the 
best? (7) 8 0 17 75

(): Question numbers (table continues)

n=12
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Perception of Adolescent Mothers About Family 
Background

TABLE 1 - (table continues)

*******************************************************************************************

Before In my After I don't I am not
I am twenties thirty ever intend sure

twenty to get
Question Item married

% % % % %
When do you expect to get 
married? (141) 42 50 0 0 8

*******************************************************************************************

I don't A family A small A medium A big
know or with no family sized family (3

don't plan chiIdren (only 1 family (2 or more
to get child) chiIdren) chiIdren)

Question Item married
% % % % %

When I get married, I 
want... (142) 8 0 0 67 25

(): Question Numbers

n=12
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Perceptions of Adolescent Mothers About Family Problems

*******************************************************************************************

Question Items No Yes
-_____________________________ ________________________________________________________ ________________________________%__________________________ %_____________

Serious illness is a problem in my family. (127) 50 50

Drinking is a serious problem in my family. (128) 33 67

Divorce or the likelihood of divorce is causing trouble 58 42
for my family. (129)

Mental illness is causing problems for my family. (130) 58 42

The death of a family member or close friend is causing 67 33
my family trouble. (131)

You have been beaten so badly by your parents that you 8 92
are ashamed to be seen by others. (132)

Ol Question Numbers

TABLE 2

n=12



It is seen (Table 3) that parents were regarded as 
inconsiderate of each others feelings (59%). They were not 
seen doing nice things for each other (75%) or even showing 
affection for one another (92%). The sample saw their 
parents as having difficulty talking to each other (83%), 
and disagreeing on important matters (83%). Consequently a 
majority rated their parents general relationship to one 
another as being unhappy (58%).

Half the sample reported their parents as divorced 
while the adolescent mothers were still living at home 
(50%), or either separated (33%), or never married (17%).
It is important to note that neither parent was deceased and 
not even one couple was living together while this 
questionnaire was administered. The sample was unanimous on 
never seeing their parents enjoy being with one another.
(See Table 3).

Perception of adolescent mothers about their relationship 
with their parents:

Although the adolescent mothers wanted to feel a great 
love, gratitude, and respect for their parents (67%), they 
showed negative feelings about strict

45
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TABLE 3
Perception of Adolescent Mothers About Their Parents
Relationship With Each Other

*******************************************************************************************

Never Seldom Sometimes Frequently Very
Question Item Frequent

' % % % % %
My parents are considerate of
each others feelings. (100) 42 17 42 0 0
My parents do nice things for
each other. (103) 58 17 17 8 0
My parents show affection for
one another. (106) 67 25 8 0 0
My parents agree on important
matters. (107) 58 25 8 8 0

*******************************************************************************************

Very Somewhat Fairly Easy Very Easy
Question Item difficult difficult easy

% % % % %

How easy is it for your parents
to talk to each other? (98) 50 33 17 0 0

*******************************************************************************************

Very Unhappy Fairly Happy Very
Question Item unhappy happy happy

% % % % %

Rate your parents general
relationship to each other. (99]) 50 8 25 17 0

*******************************************************************************************

Still Divorced Never Separated Either
living while you married parent or

together lived at both
Question Item home deceased

% % % % %

Regarding your Mom and Dad,
are they... (8) 0 50 17 33 0

(): Question numbers (table continues)

n=12
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Perception of Adolescent Mothers About Their Parents 
Relationship With Each Other

TABLE 3 “ (table continues)

*******************************************************************************************

Question Item
Somewhat Disagree Uncertain Agree Somewhat
disagree agree

% ______ %________%________%________%
My parents enjoy being with
each other. (57) 58 17 25 0 0

(): Question Numbers

n=12
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discipline (67%). The majority (92%) disagreed on exercise 
of strict discipline to get respect. Generally they 
perceived their parents as being unhappyabout their birth 
(66%). They perceived one way communication (67%) from 
their parents, and thought that even in truthful 
conversations their parents disbelieved them (41%), 
consequently communications were felt as difficult (58%). 
They also received a lack of encouragement or praise from 
their parents for whatever they did (67%). (See Table 4).

According to subjects, parents did not listen to what 
they had to say (59%). Half of them (50%) reported that 
their parents were generally not interested in what they did 
or even what happened to them (66%). Subjects perceived 
their life as mostly been discouraged (59%) with their 
parents neither liking them (66%) nor enjoying having them 
around (75%). In spite of these perceptions adolescent 
mothers reported that they never ran away from home (42%). 
One third (33%) reported that they ran away from home once. 
Two-thirds (67%) indicated that their parents would like 
them to go to college for higher education. (See Table 4).
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TABLE 4
Perception of Adolescent Mothers About Their Relationship
With Their Parents
*******************************************************************************************

Question Item
Somewhat
disagree

%

Disagree

%

Uncertain

%

Agree

%

Somewhat
agree
%

What youth need most is strict 
discipline, rugged determination, 
and the will to fight for family 
and nation. (53)

25 42 25 8 0
There is hardly anyone lower than 
a person who does not feel a great 
love, gratitude, and respect for 
his/her parents. (50)

0 0 33 42 25
Any good parent should be strict 
with his/her children in order to 
gain their respect. (95)

25 67 8 0 0
My parents are happy that I was
born. (23) 33 33 25 8 0
My parents talk to me and not at
me. (35) 42 25 17 17 0
When I tell my parents the truth,
they believe me. (51) 8 33 33 25 0
My parents encourage or praise me
for what I do. (60) 17 50 17 0 17
My parents care what happens to 
me. (76) 33 33 25 8 0
I can talk to my parents anytime I 
like. (78) 25 33 25 17 0
It is easy for me to talk to my 
parents about things that bother 
me. (80) 25 33 17 17 8
My parents are interested in what
I do. (93) 25 25 33 8 8

(): Question numbers (table continues)

n=12
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TABLE 4 - (table continues)
Perception of Adolescent Mothers About Their Relationship
With Their Parents

*******************************************************************************************

Question Item
Somewhat
disagree

%

Disagree

%

Uncertain

%

Agree

%

Somewhat
agree
%

My parents like me. (115) 33 33 25 0 8
Up to now, my life has been
rather discouraging. (117) 17 17 8 42 17
My parents enjoy having me
around. (118) 17 58 17 8 0
My parents think I am as
good as anyone. (135) 33 42 17 8 0
My parents listen to what I
have to say. (137) 17 42 8 25 8
I can talk to my parents
about anything. (140) 25 42 8 17 8

*******************************************************************************************

Question Item
Never Once 2 to 4 

t i mes
5 to 7 8
t i mes

or more 
t i mes

% % % % %

How often have you run away
from home? (73) 42 33 25 0 0*******************************************************************************************

Don't Would Would not Would Expect
want me prefer care if I like me me to go
to go to that I got went to to go to to

Question Item
col lege a job college or 

not
college college

% % % % %

My parents....  (41) 0 0 33 67 0
(): Question Numbers
n=12
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All the samples were sixteen to seventeen years old 
with half (50%) of them being married or engaged (Table 5). 
They generally enjoyed a good appetite (67%) but had usual 
aches or pains (58%). They indicated getting tired (50%) 
and occasionally having an upset stomach (54%). Two-thirds 
(67%) indicated having problems sleeping at night. They 
also indicated feeling unhealthy most of the time (42%) with 
equal number (42%) feeling healthy, and the rest (17%) 
uncertain.

Compared to others of their age the adolescent mothers 
considered their popularity as average or above (74%), and 
thought of themselves as better looking (91%) than others of 
their age. Most of them (92%) considered their 
personalities average or above. The majority (75%) 
indicated having average or better clothes and enjoying a 
better physical health (67%) than their contemporaries.
(See Table 5).

Personal feelings of adolescent mothers:
Generally (67%) of the sample did not have faith in 

people. The majority (75%) indicated that people

Physical traits of adolescent mothers:
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TABLE 5
Physical Traits of Adolescent Mothers

*******************************************************************************************

12 or younger 13 14 15 16 17 or older
Question Item % % % % % %

! are you? (1) 0 0 0 0 8 92
*******************************************************************************************

Question Item Male Female
% %

Your sex is: (2) 0 100
*******************************************************************************************

Married Going Dating but Not Living with Other
or steady not going currently someone of

engaged steady dating opposite
Question Item sex

% % % % % %
I am... (4) 50 17 8 0 25 0

*******************************************************************************************

Somewhat Disagree Uncertain Agree Somewhat
Question Item disagree agree

% % % % %
I have a good appetite. (10) 0 17 17 50 17
It is unusual for me to have 
aches and pains. (25) 25 33 0 42 0
I seldom get tired. (34) 25 25 17 33 0
I seldom have an upset 
stomach. (36) 17 42 17 17 8
I have no problem sleeping 
at night. (77) 17 50 8 17 8
I feel heathy most of the 
times. (79) 17 25 17 42 0

(): Question Numbers (table continues)

n=12



53

Physical Traits of Adolescent Mothers
*******************************************************************************************

TABLE 5 - (table continues)

None Once 2 to 4 5 to 7 8 or more
Question Item t i mes t i mes times

% % % % %
How many times during the 
last week have you taken 
aspirin? (83) 67 8 25 0 0

*******************************************************************************************

Among the Below Average Above Among the
Question Item poorest average average best

% % % % %

Compared to others of my 
age, my popularity is: (62) 0 25 58 8 8
Compared to others my age, 
my looks are: (63) 0 8 58 25 8
Compared to others my age, 
my personality is: (64) 0 8 58 17 17
Compared to others my age, 
my clothes are: (65) 0 25 50 25 0
Compared to others my age, 
my physical health is: (66) 17 17 42 25 0

(): Question numbers

n=12
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don't pay attention to them. In spite of thesefeelings two- 
thirds (67%) indicated people as unselfish. Most (92%) 
indicated a desperate need for someone to talk to with many 
(83%) feeling like crying out for love and understanding. 
Some (83%) showed a need for more affection from someone who 
cared about them. The sample reported that a person usually 
doesn't know who they can depend on (75%) or who could be 
trusted (67%). More than half (58%) said that people would 
take advantage of you and while dealing with them one cannot 
rely on their honestly (92%). More than half (58%) felt 
their self worth as not being very much and indicated 
boredom most of the times (50%). Many of them (67%) often 
felt low and thought of their lives as being empty. More 
than half (58%) perceived people thinking of them as 
delinquents, whereas only one-third (33%) perceived 
themselves as delinquents. (See Table 6).

Majority of the sample (83%) felt ashamed for the 
things that they have done, whereas (67%) did not feel 
guilty about getting other people in trouble. The majority 
(75%) did not feel bad after betraying others when the 
subjects were trusted, and more than half
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TABLE 6
Personal Feelings of Adolescent Mothers

*******************************************************************************************

Question Item
Somewhat
disagree

%

Disagree

%

Uncertain

%

Agree

%

Somewhat
agree
%

I have faith in people. (9) 25 42 25 8 0
I wish people would pay more 
attention to me. (11) 0 8 17 50 25
At times, I feel I'm not 
worth very much. (12) 8 25 8 33 25
Few people are really 
selfish. (14) 25 42 25 8 0
I desperately need someone 
to talk to but no one will 
listen. (24) 0 8 0 42 50
Sometimes I feel like crying 
out for love and 
understanding. (26) 0 0 17 58 25
I need more affection from 
someone who cares about me. 
(27) 17 0 0 50 33
A person usually knows who 
he/she can depend on. (33) 25 50 17 8 0
I am bored most of the 
times. (32) 25 17 8 42 8
I often feel low. (52) 17 17 0 50 17
It is easy to figure out who 
can be trusted. (56) 25 42 25 0 8
People will seldom take 
advantage of you. (58) 25 33 17 17 8
When dealing with people, 
you can rely on their 
honesty. (82) 50 42 8 0 0
I need to find someone who 
will really love me. (91) 0 17 8 33 42

(): Question Numbers (table continues)

n=12
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Personal Feelings of Adolescent Mothers
TABLE 6 - (table continues)

*******************************************************************************************

Question Item
Somewhat
disagree

%

Disagree

%

Uncertain

%

Agree

%

Somewhat
agree
%

Few people care how I feel
about things. (92) 0 8 17 33 42
At times, I feel my life is
empty. (94) 25 8 0 42 25
People think of me as a
delinquent. (133) 17 25 0 50 8
I am a delinquent. (136) 0 17 50 25 8
I have frequently felt
unloved. (139) 0 8 17 33 42

*******************************************************************************************

Never Seldom Sometimes Frequently Very
Question Item

% % % %
Frequent

%
I am ashamed of some of the 
things I have done. (37) 0 17 50 8 25
I have felt guilty about 
getting other people in 
trouble. (39) 42 25 33 0 0
I feel bad because I betrayed 
others when they trusted me. 
(102) 50 25 17 0 8
I have caused other people
hurt and pain. (104) 17 42 17 17 8
I am ashamed of some of my
thoughts. (108) 8 25 33 33 0
I have been embarrassed by 
things I have told others. 
(112) 0 25 33 33 8

C): Question numbers
n=12
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(59%) reported that they have never caused other people hurt 
or pain. Two-thirds (66%) felt ashamed of some of their 
thoughts, and the majority (74%) have been embarrassed by 
things they have told others. (See Table 6).

Expressions of anger of adolescent mothers:
More than half (58%) the sample frequently felt mad so 

much so that they could hardly keep themselves from hitting 
someone. They (67%) reported an urge to beat someone up. 
They also were so frustrated that they felt like smashing 
things (58%), and got so angry (75%) that they could think 
of nothing else. Even though most of them (92%) felt like 
exploding at times, only a minority (8%) ever thought about 
killing someone. (See Table 7).

Even though majority (75%) of the subjects said that 
they have beaten up someone more than twice, and were in a 
fist fight (66%), still none of them ever used any weapon 
against anyone. A minority (8%) declared that they have 
driven recklessly a few times and damaged other people's 
property on purpose (25%). (See Table 7).
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TABLE 7
Expressions of Anger of Adolescent Mothers

*******************************************************************************************

Question Item
Never

%

Seldom

%

Sometimes 

%

Frequently

%

Very
Frequent

%
I have felt so mad that I 
could hardly keep from 
hitting someone. (38) 8 25 8 33 25
I get so angry, I can think
of nothing else. (40) 8 8 8 50 25
I have had the urge to kill.
(105) 67 25 8 0 0
At times, I feel like
exploding. (109) 8 0 33 25 33
I have had the urge to beat 
someone up. (111) 17 17 17 25 25
I have felt like smashing
things. (113) 25 17 0 25 33

************************************************** *******■<** ********************************

Never Once 2 to 4 5 to 7 8 or more
Question Item times t i mes t i mes

% % % % %
How often have you driven
recklessly? (70) 92 0 8 0 0
How often have you damaged 
other people's property on 
purpose? (71) 75 25 0 0 0
How often have you beaten up
on someone? (72) 17 8 42 33 0
How often have you gotten
into a fist fight? (74) 17 17 33 33 0
How often have you used a 
weapon against someone? (75) 100 0 0 0 0

(): Question Numbers
n=12
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Perceptions by adolescent mothers regarding their teachers: 

Most subjects (75%) perceive teachers as interesting 
people who are easy to talk to. Generally teachers were 
regarded as interested in the students as individuals (66%), 
but only half (50%) reported that most teachers treat 
students the same, whereas one-third (33%) did not agree.
All the subjects (100%) held their teachers with respect for 
the work that they do and regarded them as helpful (92%). 
(See Table 8).

Perception of authority by adolescent mothers:
A high number of subjects (92%) were clear in their 

perception of authority regarding obedience and respect for 
authority as the very first requirement of a good citizen 
(Table 9). They indicated that it is important to teach 
children obedience to authority (83%) and agreed that people 
should have more respect for authority (75%). Less than 
half (42%) of the subjects thought that ministers, priests, 
and rabbis are understanding and easy to talkXto, whereas 
half (50%) were uncertain.

A high number (83%) of the subjects agreed that
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Perceptions by Adolescent Mothers Regarding Their Teachers3
TABLE 8 o

*******************************************************************************************

Somewhat Disagree Uncertain Agree Somewhat
Question Item disagree agree

% % % % %

Most teachers are 
interesting people. (13) 0 25 0 67 8
Most teachers are easy to 
talk to. (21) 0 0 25 67 8
Most teachers are interested 
in their students as 
individuals. (31) 0 0 33 58 8
Most teachers treat students 
the same. (81) 0 33 17 42 8
Most teachers should be
respected for the work they 

- do. (96) 0 0 0 67 33
Most teachers are helpful. 
(119) 0 0 8 67 25

(): Question Numbers

n=12

Note.3 It is assumed that the subjects answered these
questions referring to their teachers at the Center For 
Adolescent Parents.
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TABLE 9
Perception of Authority by Adolescent Mothers

*******************************************************************************************

Question Item
Somewhat
disagree

%

Disagree

%

Uncertain

%

Agree

%

Somewhat
agree
%

Communities could not exist 
without the help of the 
police. (15) 0 8 8 75 8
Obedience and respect for 
authority should be the very 
first requirement of a good 
citizen. (22) 0 8 0 67 25
Police should be admired and 
respected because of their 
tough job. (54) 25 33 33 8 0
A typical police officer is 
a nice guy. (59) 17 50 25 8 0
It is important to teach 
children obedience to
authority. (90) 8 0 8 58 25
Police are fair in their 
treatment of people. (97) 8 67 25 0 0
Police are helpful in time
of need. (116) 8 50 33 8 0
People should have more
respect for authority. (120) 0 0 25 58 17
Ministers, priest, and 
rabbis are understanding and 
easy to talk to. (121) 0 8 50 42 0
Police seldom misuse their
authority. (134) 25 42 25 0 8
It is unusual for the police 
to do something crooked. 
(138) 17 50 17 17 0

(): Question Numbers
n=12
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communities could not exist without the help of the police, 
but indicate that police are unfair in their treatment of 
people (75%), and unhelpful in time of need (58%). They 
also did not believe that the police should be admired and 
respected because of their tough job (58%) nor that a 
typical police officer is a nice guy (67%). A high number 
of subjects (67%) thought of police as misusing their 
authority and doing something crooked (67%). (See Table 9).

Suicide and theft tendencies in adolescent mothers:
Subjects reported that one-third (33%) of them have 

tried to kill themselves, whereas more than half (59%) have 
thought of different ways of committing suicide (Table 10). 
Most of them (83%) have conceded taking things from stores 
without paying for them at least once in their life, whereas 
half (50%) of them stole money. Basically half of the 
subjects (49%) drove a car without the owner's permission 
and more than half (59%) did care what happened to 
themselves. (See Table 10).

Sexual behaviors of adolescent mothers:
Most of the subjects (91%) indicated holding hands and 

holding their arms around or being held by someone of the 
opposite sex (not including relatives). The same number 
disclosed as having kissed or been kissed, and necked
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TABLE 10
Suicide and Theft Tendencies in Adolescent Mothers

*******************************************************************************************

Question Item
Never

%

Seldom

%

Sometimes

%

Frequently

%

Very
Frequent

%

I tried to kill myself. (101) 67 33 0 0 0
I have thought of different 
ways of committing suicide. 
(110) 42 17 17 8 17
Have you ever though of
killing yourself? (114) 50 17 8 8 17

*******************************************************************************************

Never Once 2 to 4 5 to 7 8 or more
Question Item

% %
times
%

t i mes 
%

times
%

How often have you taken 
things from stores without 
paying for them? (67) 17 50 25 0 8
How often have you driven a 
car without the owner's 
permission? (68) 50 33 8 0 8
How often have you stolen
money? (69) 50 25 25 0 0

*******************************************************************************************

Somewhat Disagree Uncertain Agree. Somewhat
Question Item disagree

% % % %
agree
%

Sometimes I don't care what
happens to me. (89) 42 17 0 17 25

(): Question Numbers

n=12
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(prolonged kissing and hugging) with someone of the opposite 
sex. The majority (91%) indicated having been involved in 
light petting (feeling above the waist), and heavy petting 
(feeling below the waist), with someone of the opposite sex 
(92%) (Table 11). Also, the majority (84%) indicated as 
having hadsexual intercourse (gone all the way) with two or 
more people. This relationship was either with a steady 
date (17%), someone they had known for a while (58%), a 
relative (17%), or a stranger (8%). (See Table 11).

Drug usage in adolescent mothers:
The majority (75%) of the subjects have used marijuana 

occasionally, whereas only one-fourth (25%) have used 
hallucinogens or psychedelics (such as LSD, STP, and 
mescaline) (Table 12). Usage of amphetamines or 
methamphetamines (speed such as benzedrine, dexedrine and 
methadrine) were indicated by some of the subjects (25%). 
Less than half (41%) of the subjects have used hard 
drugs(such as heroin, cocaine, and morphine) more than five 
times. But only a minority (8%) have used sedatives 
(downers such as barbiturates, seconal, and phenobarbital) 
more than once. Less than half (42%) have had a beer 
whereas only a minority (8%) had a wine in a months time. 
None of the subjects had whiskey.
TABLE 11
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Sexual Behaviors of Adolescent Mothers
*******************************************************************************************

Never Seldom Sometimes Frequently Very
Question Item

% % % %
Frequent

%
How often have you held hands
with someone of the opposite
sex? (42) 8
How often have you held your 
arms around or been held by 
someone of the opposite sex?
(43) 8
How often have you kissed or 
been kissed by someone of the 
opposite sex (not including 
relatives)? (44) 8
How often have you necked 
(prolonged kissing and 
hugging) with someone of the 
opposite sex? (45) 8
How often have you been
involved in light petting
(feeling above the waist)
with someone of the opposite
sex? (46) 8
How often have you been
involved in heavy petting
(feeling below the waist)
with someone of the opposite
sex? (47) 8

0

0

0

8

8

17

33

8

0

8

25

8

0

33

17

33

25

25

58

50

75

42

33

42
*******************************************************************************************

Question Item I have not One 2 to 3 4 to 6 7 or more
had sexual 
intercourse

person people people people

% % % % %

With how many people of the 
opposite sex have you had 
sexual intercourse (gone all 
the way)? (48) 0 17 50 17 17

(): Question numbers (table continues)

n=12
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Sexual Behaviors of Adolescent Mothers
TABLE 11 - (table continues)

*******************************************************************************************

I have never A Someone I A A
had sexual steady have known relative stranger

Question Item intercourse
%

date
%

for a while 
% % %

Who was the first person 
you had sexual intercourse
with? (49) 0 17 58 17 8

(): Question Numbers

n=12
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Most of the subjects (83%) indicated that they could 

obtain marijuana easily if they wanted to, whereas half 
(50%) reported that they could obtain hallucinogens, 
psychedelics, amphetamines, or methamphetamines fairly easy. 
Most (74%) indicated easy access to hard drugs, and more 
than half (58%) reported sedatives as fairly easy to obtain. 
Most (75%) don't smoke cigarettes, whereas the rest (25%) 
are occasional smokers. Even when they smoke two-thirds 
(66%) do not inhale the smoke nor enjoying smoking 
cigarettes (75%). Most of the parents (83%) were smokers 
(either the mother or the father or both smoking). The 
majority (74%) of the subjects' friends were smokers. (See 
Table 12).

Question numbers 55 and 61 were added to the Stewart 
and Zaenglein-Senger questionnaire to determine the sample's 
opinion about the Center and its program. The majority 
(75%) of the participants had very positive response about 
the educational side of the program including vocational and 
occupational training. The remaining (25%) thought 
positively about the social life at the Center, but would 
prefer to leave the Center and start making money due to 
their immediate needs. Almost all (90%) of the adolescent 
mothers enrolled in the program, regarded it as very 
interesting and useful.
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TABLE 12
Drug Usage in Adolescent Mothers
*******************************************************************************************

Question Item
None Once 2 to 4 

t i mes
5 to 7 
times

8 or more 
times

% % % % %
On how many different 
occasions have you used
marijuana? (84) 17 8 8 25 42
On how many occasions have 
you used hallucinogens or 
psychedelics (such as LSD, 
SIP, and mescaline)? (85) 58 17 8 17 0
On how many occasions have 
you used amphetamines or 
methamphetamines (speed such 
as benzedrine, dexedrine, 
and methadrine)? (86) 58 17 17 0 8
On how many occasions have 
you used hard drugs (such as 
heroin, cocaine, and 
morphine)? (87) 58 0 0 8 33
On how many different 
occasions have used 
sedatives (downers such as 
barbiturates, seconal, and 
phenobarbetal)? (88) 83 8 0 8 0
On how many different 
occasions during the past 
month have you had a beer to 
drink? (28) 42 17 25 0 17
On how many different 
occasions during the past 
month have you had wine to 
drink? (29) 75 17 8 0 0
On how many different 
occasions during the past 
month have you had whiskey 
to drink? (30) 100 0 0 0 0

(): Question numbers (table continues)

n=12
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Drug Usage in Adolescent Mothers
*******************************************************************************************

Very Somewhat Fairly Easy Very easy
Question Item difficult difficult easy

% % % % %

TABLE 12 - (table continues)

If you wanted to obtain 
marijuana, how difficult
would it be? (122) 8 8 33 8 42
If you wanted to obtain 
hallucinogens or 
psychedelics (such as LSD, 
SIP, and mescaline), how 
difficult would it be? (123) 50 0 8 25 17
If you wanted to obtain 
amphetamines or 
methamphetamines (speed such 
as benzedrine, dexedrine, 
and methadrine), how 
difficult would it be? (124) 50 0 8 25 17
If you wanted to obtain hard 
drugs (such as heroin, 
cocaine, and morphine), how 
difficult would it be? (125) 25 0 33 8 33
If you wanted to obtain 
sedatives (downers such as 
barbiturates, seconal, and 
phenobarbital), how 
difficult would it be? (126) 33 8 8 17 33

*******************************************************************************************

Question Item

I don't smoke or 
I have tried it 
only a few times 

%

Never

%

Sometimes

%

Frequently

%

Very
frequently

%

On the average, how 
many cigarettes do you 
smoke in a typical 
day? (16) 67 8 25 0 0
I inhale when I smoke.
(17) 58 8 0 0 33
I enjoy smoking
cigarettes. (18) 58 8 0 8 25

(): Question numbers (table continues)

n=12
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Drug Usage in Adolescent Mothers
TABLE 12 - (table continues)

*******************************************************************************************
No Yes, father Yes, mother Yes, both

Question Item only only parents
% % % %

Are your parents smokers? 
(19) 17 8 42 33

*******************************************************************************************

Question Item None A few Some Most All
% % % % %

How many of your friends 
smoke? (20) 0 25 33 33 8

(): Question numbers

n=12
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Question 143 in the instrument asked specifically about 

the sample's feelings about answering the questions 
presented in the questionnaire. A majority (75%) liked 
answering the questions, others were either unconcerned or 
not comfortable with answering the questions. The test was 
conducted by the researcher in the presence of one of the 
Center's staff person.

Summary
The results indicated that delinquent behavior in 

adolescent females is directly or indirectly related to 
lower socioeconomic strata of the society with parents 
having little or some formal education. These are large 
families with problems of family violence, lack of 
understanding, and drug or alcohol abuse. Such families are 
considered disrespectful, unloving, and irresponsible 
towards each others feelings. Relationships are considered 
closed, untrustworthy and even discouraging. The adolescent 
females generally has average or better physical traits, 
enjoys a somewhat healthy physique, but has a general 
negative feeling towards her surroundings and life in 
general. The frustration is expressed in angry outbursts 
with occasional violence. Attitudes towards teachers is 
somewhat positive with a clear perception of authority 
regarding obedience and respect as very first requirements 
of a good citizen.
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Suicidal tendencies were not found but occasional theft 

is indicated. Sexual behavior is very prominent resulting 
in premarital conceptions. Drug use is considerable and 
drug availability is alarming showing the negative 
atmosphere surrounding the adolescents.
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The purpose of this study was to identify and confirm 

the relationships between family interactions and female 
delinquency among teenage mothers. The objections of this 
study were to study physical traits, personal feelings, and 
expression of anger among adolescent mothers, perception of 
teachers and authority among adolescent mothers, suicide and 
theft tendencies, sexual behavior, and drug use.

The Center for Adolescent Parents, a program of Tucson 
Association for Child Care Inc., Tucson, Arizona was 
selected for the study.

The number of adolescent mothers is increasing at an 
alarming rate. When an adolescent female becomes pregnant, 
most of the time she is not accepted by her friends and 
classmates. After she chooses to keep her baby she drops 
out without completing high school. When the baby is born, 
the mother cannot and/or does not want to continue with her 
education. But, without a high school diploma, she cannot 
get a job to support herself and her baby. Consequently she 
goes further down in her socioeconomic status, and most 
probably below poverty level. There is no "one" reason for 
delinquent behavior among youth in general, and adolescent 
mothers in particular. It is always a combination of 
factors which pushes a vulnerable adolescent female into a

CHAPTER V
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state of delinquency and behavior disorders. The pretested 
research questionnaire (Stewart & Zaenglein-Senger, 1984) 
was used to get information from the twelve sample subjects 
for the study. The sample was representative of western 
metropolitan community including Caucasian, American, 
Native-American, Afro-American, and Hexican-American 
population.

The most basic and fundamental factor is influence of 
family and parents as realized from this research, and 
supported by previous studies (Anolik, 1983; Graven &
Schaef, 1982; Gray & Ramsey, 1986; Whittaker & Garbarino, 
1983) .

A strong family background and support is like a 
protective cultivating field in which normal physical, 
mental, and psychological development of growing adolescents 
is ensured. Adolescent female being more family oriented 
and dependent are influenced more than her male counterparts 
(Bolton, 1980; Cicirelli, 1980; Fox & Inazo, 1980; Lang et 
al., 1976). The results of this research showed that a 
family devoid of love and understanding between the parents 
is perceived as insecure and unprotective. This situation 
coupled with hostile atmosphere due to family violence, and 
even absence of one parent, puts tremendous pressures on 
immature minds of growing adolescents (Barnett et al., 1991; 
Simons et al., 1989). These findings in this study are
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supported by both sets of these researchers. Delinquent 
behavior, teenage pregnancy, drug use, theft, and even 
suicide became escape routes for the adolescent female 
(Anolik, 1980; Elliott et al., 1985; Gibbons, 1981;
Gottlieb, 1981; Graven & Schaef, 1982). These are desperate 
attempts to get attention, get noticed, and understood or 
even to get out (physically and mentally) of the whole set
up of unbalanced life.

The results for this research supported by previous 
studies (Demb, 1991; Evans, 1987; Fine, 1986) show that 
teachers support in school and peer relationships can offer 
safe haven for youth coming from problem stricken families 
(Demb, 1991; Evans, 1987; Fine, 1986). Generally, the 
adolescent female learns more from school (teachers and 
peers) than any place else. Therefore early intervention 
and preventive programs being introduced in schools are 
showing positive results by educating adolescents about 
sexual relationships and their implications (Gray & Ramsey, 
1986). The role of clergy as a developer of moral values 
also offers hope for normal development of an adolescent 
mind (Rolfe, 1984; Stevenson, 1990).

Direct relationships are established between parental 
interaction and female delinquency in this research. 
Educational and supportive programs involving not only 
parents, but also teachers, clergy, and people of some
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authority will prove to be beneficial for everyone involved 
(Anolik, 1980; Demb, 1991; Elliott et al„, 1985; Rolfe,
1984).

Although no data was available from previous studies 
involving authority and law as perceived by adolescent 
female mothers, few questions were asked in this 
questionnaire with results showing negative perceptions 
towards authority and law, and almost a feeling of 
resentment and disbelief towards law enforcement officers in 
particular.

Recommendations
If the researcher was to do this study again or someone 

else wanted to replicate this study, the researcher would 
recommend the following: 
e Larger sample size.
« Collection of data from several cites within a 

metropolitan set-up and their comparison.
° Specific questions involving what the sample desired in 

their family, friends, and teachers.
° Questions about sexual education prior to first 

conception.
Further research in the area of law and authority is 

recommended. No significant relationship between suicide 
rates and adolescent pregnancies was established in this 
study, therefore further study in this area is recommended.
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A strong recommendation is made for a study and evaluation 
of programs for pregnant and parenting adolescents with 
emphasis on assistance with practical life problems such as 
drugs, sexuality, contraception, child-development, and 
parenting.
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&PPEMDIX A 

Student Qpinionnaire

WHAT THIS IS ALL ABOUT
The University of Arizona is doing an important study 

of the opinions young people in Arizona have about 
themselves and what they do. You can help us best by 
answering the following questions as clearly and carefully 
as you can. NO ONE. NOT EVEN YOUR TEACHERS. WILL EVER KNOW 
WHAT YOU HAVE WRITTEN. THE SUCCESS OF THIS STUDY DEPENDS 
ENTIRELY UPON YOUR TRUTHFULNESS.

REMEMBER
This in NOT a test. There are NO right or wrong 

answers (except for a few questions about your age, grade, 
etc.) Many times young people say the "older generation" 
doesn't listen to them. Here is your chance to be heard.
We value your ideas and want to know what your opinions are. 
Different people will have different opinions. In order to 
help and understand young people today, we need YOUR honest 
opinions.

INSTRUCTIONS
There are 143 questions. Be sure to answer EACH and 

EVERY question. Each question has only ONE answer. Be sure 
to mark your answer in the appropriate space on the SEPARATE 
ANSWER SHEET. DO NOT MARK THE QPINIONNAIRE BOOKLET.



79
Sample Question;

1. I like to sleep late on weekends.
1. Strongly Disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly Agree.

Elizabeth loves to sleep late whenever she can. She 
would mark the answer sheet in this way.

1. 1 2 3 4 5



How old are you?
1, 12 or younger.
2 „ 13.
3. 14.
4. 15.
5. 16.
6. 17 or older.
Your sex is
1. Male.
2. Female.
How much formal education does you FATHER have?
1. Some high school or less.
2. Graduated from high school.
3. Some college.
4. Graduated from college.
5. Attended graduate of professional school.
I am
1. Married or engaged.
2. Going steady.
3. Dating, but not going steady.
4. Not currently dating.
5. Living with someone of opposite sex.
6. Other (explain).
How many brothers or sisters do you have?
1. None.
2. One.
3. Two.
4. Three.
5. Four or more.
Which of the following describes you the best?
1. Only child.
2. First born child.
3. Second born child.
4. Third born child.
5. Fourth or later born child.
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7. Which of the following describes your family the best?

1. I am the only child.
2. There are only male children.
3; There are only female children.
4. There are both male and female children.
Regarding you mom and dad, are they.
1. still living together?
2. divorced while you lived at home?
3. never married?4. separated?
5. either parent or both deceased?
I have faith in people.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
I have a good appetite.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
I wish people would pay more attention to me
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain. ^
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

11.
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12. At times, I feel I'm not worth very much.

1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

13. Most teachers are interesting people.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

14. Few people are really selfish.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

15. Communities could not exist without the help of the 
police.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
On the average, how many cigarettes do you smoke in a 
typical day?
1. I don't smoke or I've tried it only a few times.
2. Less than 1/2 pack.
3. Between 1/2 and 1 pack.
4. Between 1 and 2 packs.
5. Over 2 packs.

16.
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I inhale when I smoke.
1. I don't smoke or I've tried it only a few times.
2. Never,3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
I enjoy smoking cigarettes.
1. I don't smoke or I've tried it only a few times.
2. Never.3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
Are your parents smokers?
1. No.
2. Yes, father only.
3. Yes, mother only.
4. Yes, both parents.
How many of your friends smoke?
1. None.
2. A few.
3. Some.
4. Most.
5. All.
Most teachers are easy to talk to.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
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22. Obedience and respect for authority should be the very 

first requirement of a good citizen.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

23. My parents are happy that I was born.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

24. I desperately need someone to talk to but no one will 
listen.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

25. It is unusual for me to have aches and pains.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

26. Sometimes I feel like crying out for love and 
understanding.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
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27. I need more affection from someone who cares about me.

1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

28. On how many different occasions during the past month 
have you had beer to drink?
1. None.
2. Once.
3 . 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

29. On how many different occasions during the past month 
have you had wine to drink?
1. None.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

30. On how many different occasions during the past month 
have you had whiskey to drink?
1. None.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

31. Most teachers are interested in their students as 
individuals.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
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32. I am bored most of the time.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

33. A person usually knows who he/she can depend on.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

34. I seldom get tired.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

35. My parents talk TO me not AT me.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

36. I seldom have an upset stomach.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
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37. I am ashamed of some of the things I have done.

1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3 . Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very Frequently.
I have felt so mad that I could hardly keep from
hitting someone.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
I have felt guilt about getting other people in
trouble.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.

40. I get so angry, I can think of nothing else.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.

41. My parents
1. don't want me to go to college.
2. would prefer that I got a job.
3. would not care if I went to college or not.
4. would like me to go to college.
5. expect me to go to college.
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42. How often have you held hands with someone of the 

opposite sex (not including relatives)?
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.

43. How often have you held your arm around or been held by 
someone of the opposite sex (not including relatives)?

44.

1 . Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
How often have you kissed or been kissed by someone of
the opposite sex (not including relatives)?
1 . Never.
2. Seldom.
3 . Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
HOW often have you necked (prolonged kissing and
hugging) with someone of the opposite sex?
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.

45.
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46. How often have you been involved in light petting

(feeling above the waist) with someone of the opposite 
sex?
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.

47.

48.

49.

How often have you been involved in heavy petting 
(feeling below the waist) with someone of the opposite 
sex?
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
With how many people of the opposite sex have you had 
sexual intercourse (gone all the way)?
1. I have not had sexual intercourse.
2. One person.
3. 2 to 3 people.
4. 4 to 6 people.
5. 7 or more people.
Who was the first person you had sexual intercourse 
with?
1. I have never had sexual intercourse.
2. A steady date.
3. Someone I have known for a while.
4. A relative.
5. A stranger.
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50. There is hardly anyone lower than a person who does not 

feel a great love, gratitude and respect for his/her 
parents.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

51. When I tell my parents the truth, they believe me.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

52. I often feel low.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
What youth needs most is strict discipline, rugged
determination and the will to fight for family and
nation.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
Police should be admired 
tough job.

and respected because of their

1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

54.
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55o Material taught at the Center is interesting and 

useful.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

56. It's easy to figure out who can be trusted.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

57. My parents enjoy being with each other.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

58. People will seldom take advantage of you.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

59. A typical police officer is a nice guy.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
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60. My parents encourage or praise me for what I do.

1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

61. Described below are four different types of students.
Choose the one which in MOST LIKE YOU.
1. This person's primary reason for being at the 

Center is to obtain vocational or occupational 
training.

2. This person feels that the educational side at the 
Center is most important but feels he/she also 
should be involved in Center activities.

3. This person feels that the social life at the 
Center is very important and does just enough work 
to get by.

4. This person is not concerned about school and would 
prefer to leave the Center and start making money 
as soon as possible.

62. Compared to others of my age, my popularity is
1. Among the poorest.
2. Below average.
3. Average.
4. Above average.
5. Among the best.

63. Compared to others of my age, my looks are
1. Among the poorest.
2. Below average.
3. Average.
4. Above average.
5. Among the best.
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Compared to others of my age, my personality is
1. Among the poorest.
2. Below average.
3. Average.
4. Above average.
5. Among the best.

65. Compared to others of my age, my clothes are
1. Among the poorest.
2. Below average.
3. Average.
4. Above average.
5. Among the best.

66. Compared to others of my age, my physical health is
1. Among the poorest.
2. Below average.
3. Average.
4. Above average.
5. Among the best.

67. How often have you taken things from stores without 
paying for them?
1. Never.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.
How often have you driven a car without the owner's 
permission?
1. Never.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

68.
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69. How often have you stolen money?

1. Never.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

70. How often have you driven recklessly?
1. Never.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

71. How often have you damaged other people's property on 
purpose?
1. Never.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

72. How often have you beaten up on someone?
1. Never.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times .
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

. How often have you run away from home?
1. Never.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

73
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74. How often have you gotten into a fist fight?

1. Never.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

75, How often have you used a weapon against someone?
1. Never.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

76. My parents care what happens to me.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

77. I have no problem sleeping at night.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

78. I can talk to my parents anytime I like.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
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I feel healthy most of the time.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
It's easy for me to talk to my parents about things 
that bother me.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
Most teachers treat students the same.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
When dealing with people, you can rely on their 
honesty.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
How many times during the LAST WEEK have you take 
aspirin?
1. None.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.
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84. On how many different occasions have you used 

marijuana?
1. None.2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

85. On how many different occasions have you used 
hallucinogens or psychedelics (such as LSD, STP, and 
mescaline)?
1. None.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

86. On how many different occasions have you used 
amphetamines or methamphetamines (speed such as 
benzedrine, dexedrine and methadrine)?
1. None.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

87. On how many different occasions have you used hard 
drugs (such as heroin, cocaine and morphine)?
1. None.
2. Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.
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88. On how many different occasions have you used sedatives 

(downers such as barbiturates, seconal and 
phenobarbital)?
1. None.2 . Once.
3. 2 to 4 times.
4. 5 to 7 times.
5. 8 or more times.

89. Sometimes I don't care what happens to me.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

90. It is important to teach children obedience to 
authority.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

91. I need to find someone who will really love me.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

92. Few people care how I feel about things.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
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My parents are interested in what I do.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
At times, I feel my life is empty.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
Any good parent should be strict with his/her children 
in order to gain their respect.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
Most teachers should be respected for the work they do,
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
Police are fair in their treatment of people.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
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98. How easy is it for your parents to talk to each other?

1. Very difficult.
2. Somewhat difficult.
3. Fairly easy.
4. Easy.
5. Very easy.

99. Rate your parents' general relationship to each other.
1. Very unhappy.
2. Unhappy.
3. Fairly unhappy.
4. Happy.
5. Very happy.

100. My parents are considerate of each other's feelings.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.

101. I have tried to kill myself.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
I feel bad because I betrayed others when they trusted 
me.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.

102.



103. My parents do nice things for each other.

104.

105.

106.

107.

1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
I have caused other people hurt and pain.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
I have had the urge to kill.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. vsometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
My parents show affection for one another.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
My parents agree on important matters.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
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108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

I am ashamed of some of my thoughts.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
At times, I feel like exploding.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
I have thought of different ways of committing suicide.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
I have had the urge to beat someone up.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
I have been embarrassed by things I have told others.
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.
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113. I have felt like smashing things.

1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.

114. Have you ever thought of killing yourself?
1. Never.
2. Seldom.
3. Sometimes.
4. Frequently.
5. Very frequently.

115. My parents like me.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

116. Police are helpful in time of need.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
Up to now, my life has been rather discouraging.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

117.
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118. My parents enjoy having me around.

1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

119. Most teachers are helpful.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

120. People should have more respect for authority.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

121. Ministers, priests and rabbis are understanding and 
easy to talk to.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
If you wanted to obtain marijuana, how difficult would 
it be?
1. Very difficult.
2. Somewhat difficult.
3. Fairly easy.
4. Easy.
5. Very easy.

122.



105
123.

124.

125.

126.

If you wanted to obtain hallucinogens or psychedelics 
(such as LSD, STP and mescaline), how difficult would 
it be?
1. Very difficult.
2. Somewhat difficult.
3. Fairly easy.
4. Easy.
5. Very easy.
If you wanted to obtain amphetamines or 
methamphetamines (speed such as benzedrine, dexedrine 
and methadrine), how difficult would it be?
1. Very difficult.
2. Somewhat difficult.
3. Fairly easy.
4. Easy.
5. Very easy.
If you wanted to obtain hard drugs (such as heroin, 
cocaine and morphine), how difficult would it be?
1. Very difficult.
2. Somewhat difficult.
3. Fairly easy.
4. Easy.
5. Very easy.
If you wanted to obtain sedatives (downers such as 
barbiturates, seconal and phenobarbital), how difficult 
would it be?
1. Very difficult.
2. Somewhat difficult.
3. Fairly easy.
4. Easy.
5. Very easy.
Serious illness is a problem in my family.127.
1.
2.

No.
Yes.
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128. Drinking is a serious problem in my family.

1. No. 
j 2. Yes.

129. Divorce or the likelihood of divorce is causing trouble 
for my family.
1. No.
2. Yes.

130. Mental illness is causing problems for my family.
1. No.
2. Yes.

131. The death of a family member or close friend is causing 
my family trouble.
1. No.
2. Yes.

132. You have been beaten so badly by your parents that you 
were ashamed to be seen by others.
1. No.
2. Yese

133. People think of me as a delinquent.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

134. Police seldom misuse their authority.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
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135. My parents think I'm as good as anyone.

1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

136. I am a delinquent.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

137. My parents listen to what I have to say.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

138. It is unusual for the police to do something crooked,
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.
I have frequently felt unloved.
1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

139.



108
140. I can talk to my parents about anything.

1. Strongly disagree.
2. Disagree.
3. Uncertain.
4. Agree.
5. Strongly agree.

141. When do you expect to get married?
1. Before I'm twenty.
2. In my twenties.
3. After thirty.
4. I don't intend to ever get married.
5. I am not sure.

142. When I get married, I want
1. I don't know or I don't plan to get married.
2. a family with no children.
3. a small family (only 1 child).
4. a medium-sized family (2 children).
5. a big family (3 or more children).

143. How do you feel about answering these questions?
I liked answering them.
I'm not sure.
I didn't like answering them.

1.
2 .
3.
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