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Abstract

The phenomenon of the squatter settlement has become a natural and vital part of 

our lives, and a familiar scene in metropolitan areas in Turkey as well as in other 

developing countries of the world. The Turkish government’s insufficient effort and 

wrong decisions about the housing issue made the problem worse throughout the years. 

Recent approaches to the squatter settlement problem have entirely changed. Today 

scholars and politicians discuss ways to improve and reorganize these squatter 

settlements rather than to destroy them as a solution for the lack of housing and the lack 

of control for the unhealthy growth of the cities. This new approach requires a series of 

environment and behavior research projects in order to be successful in both improving 

these settlements physically and preserving the cultural components which make these 

people survive in the city.

In the light of this argument a survey was done in a squatter settlement Pinar 

District in Istanbul, Turkey. The basic intent of this survey was to analyze the spatial 

patterns of a squatter settlement in Istanbul from a cultural perspective and explore the 

data for producing several prototype plans and recommendations considering the whole 

settlement for future housing projects.
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1. Chapter One: Introduction

Population growth, economic development, industrialization, and mechanization 

of agriculture, changes in land tenure, and increased communication and transportation in 

third world countries have all contributed to the unusual intensity and scope of rural 

migration and urbanization!!].. What happened in third world countries is called over

urbanization, which is a result of the rate of increase in the size of the non-agricultural 

population.

As it happened in many countries, Turkey has also lived through many social 

and economical changes related to internal migration.

1.1. Urbanization and The Housing Problem in Turkey

As a developing country, Turkey faces rapid, uncontrolled growth in its big 

cities like Istanbul, Ankara, and Izmir. [See Photograph 1.1] Since 1950, there has been a 

dramatic increase in internal migration into the urban areas in Turkey. This migration is 

partly the consequence of new opportunities created in the cities as a result of economic 

developments since the establishment of the Republic in 1923 [2].

Related to internal migration, housing need is one of the most striking problems 

growing in the city.
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The government’s insufficient effort and wrong decisions about the housing issue 

made the problem worse throughout the years. As a result, the urban poor try to solve 

this problem by themselves by building shantytowns or as we call them “Gecekondu “ 

neighborhoods. (Gecekondu means landed at night which means that it is done in one 

night.) Gecekondu will be discussed in more detail in further chapters.

Squatter housing or gecekondu is one of the results of this unhealthy 

development.

It has been nearly fifty years now since the weight of the squatter settlement 

problem was first felt socially, demographically, economically, and politically. It has 

been declared that nearly %36 of Turkey’s population lives in squatter settlements; that



14

the total amount of squatter dwellings makes up nearly 40% of total housing 

stock in 1979. In the course of time, the role of migrants in the economy gained 

significance as the result of their contributions both to the industry through their cheap 

labor and to the internal market as consumers [3]. Furthermore, there existed a populist 

approach among politicians to gecekondu residents: They attempted to take advantage of 

the vote potential of the gecekondu population by legalizing the already existing 

gecekondu settlements which became a permanent part of the big cities [4]. The 

phenomenon of the squatter settlement has become a natural and vital part of our lives, 

and a familiar scene in metropolitan areas in Turkey as well as in other developing 

countries of the world [5].

The first attempt of government to solve this problem was to try to destroy these 

neighborhoods. As in Turkey many countries facing the same problem made changes in 

laws that actually recognized these settlements as illegal. Through the years it has been 

understood that it was impossible to remove this dilemma from the cities by laws and that 

its roots are hidden in this particular country’s economical and social structure.

Photograph 1.2 A view from one-story and multi-story housing projects done by 
government in Osmaniye Squatter Settlement
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Therefore the second attempt in which local governments were 

involved was to rehabilitate these squatter settlements by bringing drinking water, sewer 

systems and other city services rather than pretending that they were not coming back. 

Some local governments not only served these areas but also financed some low-income 

housing projects that gave these people the opportunity of settling in a legal 

neighborhood.[See Photograph 1.2]. Yet these projects were not very effective because 

of deficient money sources and a design that was not suitable and livable in terms of these 

people’s dwelling traditions [6].Another solution proposed for this problem was 

relocating the squatter settlement to a place which is decided by the local municipality.

As it is experienced in many countries relocation programs are not very successful 

because of the change in social structure of the communities and the physical 

environment which is strongly interacted with the kinship and solidarity between 

neighbors. The failure of these projects in terms of their design basics will be discussed 

in more detail.

1.1.1. Low-Income Housing Projects and Their Failures

As it is explained above, studies done on low-income housing projects have 

shown that in most of the cases these projects were failures. These projects are typical 

mass housing projects applied all over the country by the ministry, which is responsible 

for development, and housing in Turkey. In terms of spatial organization and size 

projects are designed for rather small urban nuclear families.



Since the 1960s with only minor modifications: low -income families 

have been encouraged to live in smaller units so that more families benefit from the 

housing projects. However it is true that demand for traditional large houses has 

diminished to a great extent. Nevertheless the fact is that in Turkey, the average number 

of members in a household is still quite high, the change in the family structure is rather 

slow and the rate of occupation is quite dense. Especially squatter settlers live in very 

large families, which sometimes include third generations for supporting themselves 

economically as well as emotionally. Therefore these projects are not satisfactory in 

terms of either their size or their potential for change. Since the house is too small for 

living it is also small for future changes happening in the family. Flexibility was another 

issue that should be considered for these people because of the popularity of living in 

extended families in squatter settlements, which was never a subject matter for these 

housing projects.

Another major problem with low-income housing projects is the plan types. In 

Turkey dwelling tradition changes from region to region. When we consider the 

cosmopolitan formation of squatter settlements, it would not be hard to perceive the need 

for the variety in plan types. Besides many studies revealed that squatter settlers build 

their houses in the tradition of their hometown although squatter settlements are in a 

transitional stage of turning to so-called urban settlements. The lack of user participation 

is one of the major reasons why these projects have failed.



17

Low-income housing projects are also inefficient when they are 

examined in larger scale. Usually they don’t meet some o f the needs o f community as 

gathering, sense o f security, and landscaping. From this point o f view the housing issue 

should be considered not only as a basic sheltering need but also be treated as a social 

living organism by respecting users’ way of dwelling.

1.1.2. Gecekondu as an Alternative Solution to Housing Deficit

As long as the internal migration is not stopped, the gecekondu will survive 

against all efforts, because shelter is one of the basic needs of human being.

w r -

Photograph 1.3 A view of a squatter settlement in Istanbul
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Before discussing the squatter settlement as an alternative solution to 

the housing deficit various definitions will be made concerning the squatter housing 

concept in Turkey.

Squatter housing:

• Has been a form of shelter in developing countries, which exists due to the 

excess demand in the formal housing markets of rapidly growing cities.

• Is the low-income people’s way of meeting their housing requirements whose 

housing problems cannot be solved by the public within the framework of 

norms that are determined by society

• Is the type of dwellings that are built hastily, primitively, and with unhealthy 

conditions, without any control.

• Is an illegal dwelling.

• Is the dwelling, which is built on either publicly or privately owned land, 

without any permission, and in violation of laws and rights of ownership.

Since Turkey has been living with this problem for almost 50 years, nothing much 

has been done for solving and controlling it. These poor, mostly illegal communities 

have been abused by the politicians’ promises through the years. Today gecekondu 

neighborhoods rise on the outskirts of the big cities with their unique formation and
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culture without getting any better but getting bigger everyday. [See Photograph 

1.3] They have not only caused the most calamitous damages to the cities’ built 

environment but also have changed the character of the cities. Whether government lets 

these people live without its permission, people continue to come, settle, and build these 

shelters for a living. The past has proved that the effort put on forcing people to leave 

these settlements does not work and solve the problem. The fact is that the internal 

migration still continues.

Although gecekondu die}, become a huge problem for causing the city to get 

bigger without any control, gecekondu areas are quite safe places to live when we 

compare the gecekondu and slum areas of western cities. The solidarity and the kinship 

among gecekondu dwellers play a very important role in living tradition of gecekondu 

neighborhoods. Since the squatter settlement is the only answer for urban poor since 

thel960s and they are quite safe places to live, most of the scholars have decided that to 

improve and reorganize these squatter settlements rather than to destroy them can be a 

solution for the lack of housing and the control for the unhealthy growth of the cities.

This paper examines the squatter settlement as a dwelling tradition. To 

comprehend these people’s way of dwelling is important for being successful and 

effective in future low-income housing projects.

The first objective of this study is to analyze the spatial patterns of a squatter 

settlement in Istanbul from a cultural perspective and second one is to explore the data



for producing several prototype plans and recommendations considering the 

whole settlement for future housing projects. For this analysis the Pinar District, a 

squatter settlement in Istanbul is chosen. It will be introduced in further chapters.

1.1.3. The Importance of The Design Reflecting the Culture of These 

Settlers

As the inefficiency of government built houses is discussed above, the design of 

mass housing built in the past decades is out of context. It lacks emphasis on the 

ecological condition of its place and lacks sensitivity to the basic needs of the users. This 

stems from the implementation of the functionalism whose proponents were preoccupied 

with the design of the floor plans of the buildings oversimplifying and reducing the user’s 

spatial needs to a set of architectural elements looking rarely into psychological, cultural, 

ecological variables [7]

Lack of user participation in the design process is also considered among the 

user’s dissatisfaction in mass housing design. Most of the mass housing designs fail to 

meet needs which are explained in A. Maslow’s hierarchy of human needs model (from 

lower to higher: physiological, safety, affiliation, esteem, actualization and cognitive 

aesthetic) in their plan configurations. Such basic spatial needs as privacy, territoriality, 

and personal space seem to be the most critical variables in the design of mass housing 

and they are successfully met in most vernacular designs throughout the world.

20



21

.Design is seen as a responsible attempt to help provide settings 

appropriate for specific groups of people; as a problem-solving activity which must be 

based on an understanding of environment-behavior relations. Conceivably, a designer 

might design an environment that he intensely disliked if it were appropriate and 

supportive for the group in question. The designer’s satisfaction comes from a problem 

understood, analyzed and solved. [8]

1.1.4. The Survey

According to this argument, a survey was done in a squatter settlement, the Pinar 

District in Istanbul in 1993 in view of not only the basic physical needs but also 

understanding the social cultural structure of the settlement. Broadly, the survey examine:

• How occupiers analyze their environment for making decisions about where 

to settle and why.

• How they shape their built environment/cultural components),( use of 

material, construction techniques, who is in charge of making decisions 

about shaping the house and)

• How they are influenced by the city culturally and socially (trying to track 

any kind of change that they might have experienced since they migrated to 

the city and how these changes shape their dwellings.)

• What they brought from their hometown and what they left there in terms of 

culture and spatial habits...( life style)
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• How privacy, territoriality and personal space play a role in 

shaping their built environment^ observation)

The survey has been done with 42 families. (These are the ones who accepted and 

let us enter their houses.)

The method used in this analysis in order to comprehend the role of culture and 

behavior in formation of this settlement and identify spatial patterns were a combination 

of informal observations, survey drawings, sketches, historical research and qualitative 

interviews.

The interview is primarily formed by 3 sections. It examines the settlement under 

three scales: Macro Scale, general formation of settlement, landscape and planning, 

mezzo scale, near environment of the house and the house itself, micro scale, room scale. 

To elicit social cultural life in the community and in the family, current spatial patterns in 

the settlement, and the role of behavior in forming the house pattern outline the survey. It 

also includes demographic information about the households.(see Appendix B: Survey)
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2. Chapter Two: Analysis

We shape our buildings: thereafter they shape us. 

Winston Churchill

When we think about the dynamic relations between man and his built- 

environment, it is important to understand and examine this structure in order to create 

more habitable environments for people.

Amos Rapoport approaches building as a product of the interaction system of the 

human being (biological structure, social organization, the physical environment, life 

style, social psychological needs, individual and group needs, physical needs) and his 

physical environment(climate, settlement, topography, material, technology[9]. All these 

components that determine the building form elicit the importance of the physical, 

behavioral and cultural factors in shaping our environment.

In house scale it is easier to see the relation and the interaction systems of the 
human and the built environment. Irwin Altman explains the factors that affect the 
formation of the house from a holistic approach in Figure 2.1 [10].
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World views
Environmental cognitions and 
perceptions 
Privacy regulation 
Religious and other 
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Social structure
Family structure
CULTURAL
FACTORS

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS 
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-topography, settlement 
-material
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t
SOCIO-ECONOMIC
FACTORS
-economy
-politics

Figure 2.1 Factors that influence the formation of the house

Figure 2.2, [11] below, shows how cultural, environmental and socio-economic 

factors take place in the formation of the house, and how these factors affect the design 

process. It is true that the socio-economic factors play a considerable role in the 

formation of the house, however this issue does not take place in the scope of this study 

in consideration of limited time and method used for the analysis.

Knowing the structure of the family and the organization of the community that 

inhabited these settlements is essential to understand the significance of their dwellings. 

Rapoport who emphasizes the importance of the culture in formation of the house pattern 

in his all studies, defines the cultural components affecting the house pattern as follows: 

values and images, religious beliefs, family structure, social organizations, social 

relations among individuals, and life style[12].
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t
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PATTERN
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DESIGN 
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DESIGN

Figure 2.2 The relation of the design process and the factors that affect the 
formation of the house

The pattern of spatial use within a built environment, of a given society, consists 

of behavioral information that can reinforce functional and social continuity through 

appropriate environments [13]. It also helps us to understand the basics of the formation 

of built environment. Privacy, territoriality, and personal space are the behavioral 

processes that organize the interaction system between man his physical 

environment[Error! Bookmark not defined.],[Error! Bookmark not defined.],[12],

Accordingly,the analysis examines the data coming from the survey under these 

concepts: a short definition and the history of the settlement, behavioral, cultural aspects 

of the settlement and the house pattern, and the spatial organization of the house 

(satisfactory degree of rooms within given functions).
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2.1. Squatter Housing Problem in Istanbul and Pinar 

Neighborhood

Istanbul is the most violated city in terms of invading the government land in 

Turkey.

Istanbul, Constantinople has been the most popular city since Roman times in 

Asia Minor. At the end of the eighteenth century the population of Istanbul was already 

over 1 million people. Also the existence of the unemployed and low -income groups 

caused the first appearance of low quality housing resembling the squatter settlement of 

today on the outskirts of the ZeytinBumu hills, the European side of Istanbul [14]

The recent research has proved that 90% of the buildings done in last five years in 

Istanbul are all illegal and 84% of the settlements are actually inhabited by migrants. [4] 

Now the city faces the danger of turning into concrete blocks and loosing its identity. 

Besides being a very significant historical sight also makes its situation more serious. 

Therefore the housing problem is more challenging when Istanbul is the subject matter.

The Pinar District is one of the old squatter settlements in this part of the Sariyer 

Region in Istanbul. [See Map 2.1]
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The first migrants started to settle here in the 1960s. The name came from the 

spring in hills, Pinar. Camlibel Street is the main street. The other branches that surround 

the hill grow parallel to the main street and are named as Gecici, G1 to G30, -which

means temporary-
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Approximately, 2000 people live in the neighborhood now. (Around 

400 families) Most of the families are coming from the low-income group. Since 

the 1980s it has changed a lot and now 50% of the houses are multi-story apartment 

houses. An extension to a house is usually to create a flat, or a shop on the ground floor, 

in order to produce an income for a growing family or simply for growing needs[See 

Photograph 2.1]. Alternatively it is quite usual for the parents to build houses for each o f 

their children. In most cases they build apartments, because apartments are the symbol o f 

modernity and urbanity As the cities expand toward their peripheries, Many gecekondu 

settlements are being transformed into apartment districts [15].

Photograph 2.1 Pinar Neighborhood, from the market place
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Occupiers do not hold the deeds to the land, and this factor makes their residency 

questionable.

There is one primary school in the neighborhood and the construction of the high 

school has not been completed yet. There are shops, coffeehouses, bakeries and a 

kindergarten at the entrance o f the neighborhood. The drinking water, sewer system and 

electricity problems were solved back in the 1970s. But the drinking water is still a 

problem because of the lack o f water sources in Istanbul. As it is learned from some of 

the old settlers, the spring water down the hill was used as drinking water when they first 

settled the Pinar District. Today the spring is full o f trash and is highly polluted.
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The neighborhood is on the bus line. It is easy to reach downtown and 

some industrial areas around the settlement.

2.1.1. Social and Cultural Life in The Settlement

In the general formation of the settlement, the neighborhood grows from the top 

of the hill towards the skirts of it and finally ends by the little stream flowing on the very 

bottom of the valley. Commercial, industrial and residential zones are pretty distinct 

from each other although this concept was not clear at the beginning of the settlement. 

Today the entrance, which is the top of the hill, forms the commercial and industrial area 

of the neighborhood. There are two mosques, many shops, which are mostly located 

under multi-story apartment houses, coffee houses, playground, pastry shops, markets, 

bakeries and jewelry stores. There are still some houses located in this part of the 

neighborhood, but the residential area gets dense down the hill and on the skirt of it, that 

brings us to the separation of public and private domains in the settlement pattern.

When we consider desired privacy in the residential area of the neighborhood, the 

residential area appears as a private space and the commercial area appears as public 

space under the discussion of bipolar concepts, private and public. [See Figure 2.3]



31

Figure 2.3 Socio-cultural factors in general formation o f the Pinar Neighborhood

Although Turkish culture lives in both an Islamic and a secular environment, 

males use the commercial area of the settlement more than females. (Yet women also can 

come and shop here.) So this makes this part o f the neighborhood more male space.

They socialize in coffee shops, and work in the shops. On the contrary the residential 

area looks like more female space when we see the women gather and socialize in front
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of the houses during the day. Women who are traditionally defined as 

homemakers and the main providers of care and emotional support for the family, are 

closer to the home and the neighborhood, and thereby are more affected by them. They 

spend more time in the neighborhood, especially if they are housewives and have small 

children. In the case of traditional Muslim women, because of the restrictions on their 

movements, the significance o f the neighborhood increases [15]. Women develop deeper 

and more personal bonds with their residential environments than men due to the kind of 

relationship they have with it. According to this particular usage o f the space the top o f 

the hill is more likely male dominant and the residential area is more likely female 

dominant space.

Photograph 2.3 Cooperation between neighbors
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One of the respondents for this research told us how they feel 

uncomfortable about the existence of a coffee shop under one of the houses across from 

their house. The coffeehouse as men’s gathering space causes discomfort in residential 

areas. This also proves that the definition of private and public domains should be 

considered as a significant design principle in future development plans.

In the neighborhood it is common to help each other either for building the house 

or solving problems of the neighborhood like the water problem and installing the sewer 

system to the neighborhood. [See Photograph 2.3] All these problems were solved back 

in the 70’s with the settlers’ private effort. Sharing the common problems bring these 

people together and add solidarity to the neighborhood. Social group activities like 

celebrating marriage, religious or funeral ceremonies take place in the settlement, 

although they don’t have space for these activities. They use empty construction sites for 

holding these ceremonies.

Women socialize in front of the doors. They knit or sew, even while standing. 

They also meet indoors as the winter takes its course. Sometimes these gatherings are 

formal visits with arrangements made in advance and, sometimes informal with very 

close friends or relatives. The physical layout of women’s outdoor gathering is mostly 

free-standing houses close to one another with outdoor areas between the houses [16] 

This outdoor social activity plays an important role in the protection of the territory and 

also the control by neighbors or control over the neighborhood that might decrease or



totally eliminate crime from the neighborhood. Perhaps that is why the crime

rate is very low in these kind o f settlements although the most of the settlers are coming

from low-income families.

2.1.1.1.Considering Kinship and Citizenship Concepts in the 

Settlement Pattern

According to the survey done in the neighborhood it is understood that most o f 

the settlers are relatives, o f each other. People coming from the same part of the country 

live close to each other. Relatives share the same property or build their houses as close 

as they can. Indeed some wards appear in the neighborhood as Sivas Ward, Tokat Ward, 

Rize Ward and so on...
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Illustration 2.1 Coffeehouses in the market area
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Coffeehouses in the shopping area are named after the district so only people from 

this particular district go to this particular coffeehouse.[See Illustration 2.1]. Some 

respondents indicate that they were specific about placing their houses close to their 

hometown people so they could feel safer and powerful.

We believe that these issues are important in case of remodeling or relocating the 

neighborhood. Many examples throughout the world proved that just solving one 

neighborhood’s physical problems are not enough to improve a neighborhood. For 

instance: In 1973 government sponsored remodeling of Ciudadela Chalaca in Lima, Peru 

experienced similar concerns. Although remodeling answered the previous complaints 

about the electrical services, plumbing, sewer, and lack of public facilities many residents 

realized that a modified residence pattern would mean a dispersal of the paisano 

residential groupings which had provided a great deal of physical, psychological support 

for them during their initial years in the city. The remodeling and subsequent relocation 

of some families presented a crisis period in which a decision among various options was 

mandatory. The remodeling program sure provided healthier environments a number of 

negative comments centered on the dispersion of the pasiano and sibling groupings. 

Susana, who spent her 41 of 45 years in this neighborhood, was very distressed with the 

remodeling. Her eldest son said, “She cried for three days when she saw that the lot we



got was so far from everyone else.” [17]. Susan Lobo explains in her book that 

discusses the social structure of the squatter dwellers of Lima, Peru with these words.
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2.1.1.2.Gathering Spaces for the Community

“One of the questions asked in the survey is about having a gathering space for 

social activities in the neighborhood. According to the answers, they do not have a 

community gathering space. They use coffeehouses or empty construction sites to 

celebrate and hold wedding ceremonies. Pinar District has two voluntary associations, 

the first one formed in 1971. The second took over in 1975 when the first failed to obtain 

further services or improvements for the community[18]. Although these associations are 

effective in some extend in improving the community, they don’t have a special place for 

continuing their activities. They still come together and hold their meetings in the 

coffeehouse.

2.1.2. Spatial Organization of the Generic House in Pinar

It is observed that sleeping and living functions are not entirely divided in most 

houses. They basically use the rooms as multi-functional spaces. The roots of multi

functional use of the rooms can be searched in formation of the traditional Turkish house 

and in the design basics of nomadic Turkic tribes in Central Asia. Today this particular 

feature of the Turkish house has diminished in the urban life. But squatter settlements still
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keep this tradition alive in some extent. On the other hand they also live 

through an immense change related to life styles and needs in the city. Although the 

rooms are just multi-functional rooms at the beginning later they become specialized for 

one purpose. In modem Western society, it is easier to observe internal differentiation 

of places within homes. Even in modest homes and apartments we see specialization of 

rooms-kitchen, bathroom, bedroom, living room. The more well-to-do also have 

breakfast nooks, dining rooms, powder rooms, and family rooms. But differentiated 

dwelling spaces are not universal. For villagers in Nigeria, Ethiopia, and elsewhere in 

Africa, among many Asian and Polynesian cultures, and also in rural parts of Turkey 

there is little internal differentiation of space. All rooms are alike, and families often live 

in a single area-eating, sleeping, working, and playing in the same space. Very often, 

however, a single room itself is differentially used. For example, in some Native 

American cultures as described later, in the one-room dwelling the west wall faces the 

sacred east, and women sit on the south side. Thus although the Navajo dwelling itself 

does not have separate rooms for different activities, the space is used in a differentiated 

fashion [19]. Rapoport indicated that differentiation of home form is strongly linked to 

the technological and industrial development of a society. In technologically complex 

societies, house forms are more diverse. In addition, differentiation of homes often 

appears in cultures with greater stratification among members, based on economic, 

political, religious, and social status. [20]
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Although we mentioned earlier that the rooms are used as multi

functional spaces, we name the rooms in order to make the definitions more clear in the 

house pattern.

In the generic house, correlation between functions are explained as follows:

Living room is the hearth of the house, all other rooms are connected directly to 

this room. Although it is common to have a central plan type, some of the people are 

concerned more about the relation of the living area and the sleeping area &bath, so they 

define these functions by placing a corridor (buffer space) between them.(See Plan 19, 

22,24) Yet still the central plan type is the most common plan type we meet in this 

neighborhood. [See Illustration 2.2], [See Plan 1,4,5]

Illustration 2.2 Living room
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Illustration 2.3 Parlor

The parlor appears as a separate room from the living room that is mostly used as 

entertaining the guests and also used as sleeping space in case of having guests for over 

night or for children. People like to display their better furniture and other things that are 

important to them.[See Illustration 2.3] Although they don’t have much space for every 

function in the house, they prefer to have a parlor. The parlor is also directly connected to 

the living room. They keep it clean and the door closed unless they have guests.
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Figure 2.4 Spatial organization of the generic house pattern

The kitchen is also directly connected to the living room. In the design process o f 

the house, the lady o f the house makes decisions about the formation o f the kitchen and 

the living room since she is the one who spends most o f her time in the kitchen and the 

living room. This formation is examined in detail under “outdoor/indoor gathering 

spaces for women".[See Plan 13, 20, 23]

In some o f the houses, the kitchen is a small room and the refrigerator can not fit 

in it [See Plan 1]. If this is the case, the refrigerator takes place in the living room.

Having enough cupboards is another crucial problem in the kitchen in these settlements. 

There are houses in which the kitchen has a used counter and cupboards. They are not 

custom design.

The bath and toilet are designed together or separated. [See Plan 2, 3, 23] If they 

are separated the toilet generally takes place near to the entrance. This is apparently the 

continuation o f the old tradition, having the toilet at the outside o f the house. The reason 

why they have the toilet outside is that they want to break the spatial relation between
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living area and the toilet. And this also controls the odor problem. [See Figure 

2.4] But in some house plans they ignore this point and they have odor and privacy 

problems in the living room.[See Plan 5 ,6, 8] [They are complaining about not being 

able to use the toilet during sitting with guests] The bathroom sometimes becomes a 

small part of the toilet, which is comprised of a tub and a container for water. The bath 

becomes a separate space in further changes.

The sleeping area, other then the master bedroom, becomes every possible place 

during the night. The living room, even the parlor become available spaces for sleeping. 

In further changes children might get a chance to have a bedroom. Yet customarily, at 

night everywhere in the house is treated as a potential sleeping area because of the limited 

space. Children particularly complain about not having a private space of their own.

There is always a master bedroom for the mother and father. In some cases, 

grandparents have a master bedroom too. Because of the central plan type, there is a 

direct spatial relation between living room and master bedroom, which is the most 

undesirable situation.[See Plan 6,13,16] Although the master bedroom is located at the 

back of the house for protecting this space from probing eyes of the neighbors and street, 

privacy is still a problem inside of the house.

The terrace is generally located at the back of the house.[See Plan 7] The balcony

is generally located in the front in case of having a two-story house. The terrace has a
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direct relation with the living area. Sometimes the terrace can be in a direct 

relation with the bedroom, which is used for drying clothes.[See Plan 35, 36, 39]

In traditional Turkish Houses the outdoors (courtyard) are surrounded by the 

house itself or by high walls, so these areas are very safe and private. In the 

contemporary Turkish House, this feature is no longer existing in the city. Yet in the 

Pinar neighborhood there are examples o f high walled outdoors in some houses. [See Plan 

12, 24, 26] [See Photograph 2.4] In other examples the terrace functions as a traditional 

courtyard. Sometimes it is covered partially so you can have the opportunity of using it 

during the winter,[See Plan 37] and because o f being located at the back of the house it is 

private and safe which means that it is used by family as a living area whenever weather

allows.
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Storage Areas

Mostly the unused or less used rooms are the storage areas or a comer in the 

garden. They sometimes have small sheds in the garden that they can store wood or coal 

for heating during the winter and early spring. But the storage areas in the house are not 

satisfying. Undoubtedly, they need storage spaces a lot more than a usual urban family 

because of the unsettled sleeping function through the house. For the bedding and 

covering clothes and comforters, there is no cupboard or closet that they can use for 

storage.

2.1.3. Spatial Reflections of the Behavioral Concepts in the 

Settlement Pattern

Territoriality, privacy and personal space will be sought through the physical 

formation of the house, and its near environment.

Formal/informal, private/public, dirty/clean, male/female bipolar concepts make 

behavioral concepts easier to read in the physical formation of the house and the 

relations between functions through the house. The main factors in dispersion of these 

polarities in the house are the street and the location of the neighbors around the house. 

This is illustrated in Figure 2.5 below.
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Figure 2.5 The dispersion of bipolar concepts in formation of the house 

2.1.3.1.Defining the Territory

“To own a piece of land has always been men’s instinctive, primordial desire. To 

possess the soil or at least to have reasonable assurance of tenure, and to use the soil to 

produce food, fiber, and shelter for family were basic elements of the rural economy. 

Though he moves to the alien environment of the city, man still retains that desire for the 

land. Without hope of enough soil to satisfy his own physical needs, his demands focus 

on a place for his family- but still, the basic desire for ownership or some legal right of 

possession remains strong.” This is the opinion of Thomas R. Callaway in an article that 

talks about the basic elements in a Barrio[21]. The unknown situations about the 

ownership of the land they invade make these settlers more aggressive and attentive. So 

their territory has to be protected to some degree from the elements and the probing eyes
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of the neighbors. On the other hand some families share their gardens and the 

front of their houses with their neighbors. So there are commonly used spaces, although 

they are possessive about their territory. So what territoriality does in squatter patterns 

provide control over the property and to provide enough privacy for the family.

Illustration 2.4 Trees on the property line

During the establishment of the neighborhood the settlers said that after a few 

fights about the property lines, everyone started to define their territory in order to



eliminate the conflicts between neighbors. Today the municipality also 

determines property lines and they are documented, so people feel safer.

Trees, used building materials, local stones and brick are the most common 

materials used for building or emphasizing the property lines in the neighborhood. [See 

Illustration 2.4] Usually the boundaries do not break the visual connection of the house 

from the street.

Other than the home and near home territories [22] Territorial behavior works as 

a protection barrier around the community that brings the settlers together to act as one 

big group rather than as individuals. This is done in order to solve some of the problems 

of the community or to protect the community from the outsiders, since they still live in a 

conflict about their properties. These so-called barriers are invisible which means that 

they are not defined as actual barriers but are perceived as such in the attitudes of the 

settlers.
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2.1.3.2.Consideration of Privacy in Positioning the House

In general, houses in the neighborhood are located parallel to the street. 

Sometimes a garden appears on the front which provides more privacy in the house. 

Sometimes the garden appears on the side, and sometimes on the back of the house. [See 

Plan 6] It helps to define what is private and what is public in positioning the house. It
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also provides the change gradually from public to private domain. In all 

situations the primary need is privacy. [See Illustration 2.5] [See Plan 1,21]

They position the house according to the neighbor house’s position. Another 

important factor in positioning the house is possible extensions in the future.

Illustration 2.5 Formation of the garden in front of the house providing the desired
privacy

2.1.3.3 .Outdoor/Indoor Gathering Spaces for Women

According to observations done in the neighborhood, women use the front of their 

houses, stairs, and apparently the space between street and the house to gather and 

socialize especially during the summer. During the winter, the living room works as an 

indoor gathering space. The combined living room and dining area is also shaped for the
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need of female users since they are the ones who spend more time in the house 

than anybody in the family.[See Illustration 2.8] The living and dinning area is a place 

that is commonly placed in the center of the house connected to the kitchen. This 

common appearance of this plan scheme shows similarities with the traditional Turkish 

House. If the guests are all women, they prefer to gather in the living area. They say that 

they spend most of their time in this area, between the kitchen and living room, so they 

feel more comfortable there.

In some cases they close the entrance of the house with glass, which gives some 

protection from the noise of the street and the climatic conditions to some degree, but still 

provides visual connection to the street. Female users also use this space for 

gathering. [See Illustration 2.9]

Figure 2.6 Several possibilities of positioning the house
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Illustration 2.6 Socializing women in front of the house

2.1.3.4.Desired Privacy in the House

In the Pinar neighborhood, there is a strict gradient from formal to informal, front 

to back in the location o f the rooms. [See Figure 2.5] Consistently the kitchen, living 

room and parlor are located on the street side of the house, at the back o f the house more 

intimate spaces are located: bedrooms, master bedroom, bathroom, terrace, and 

sometimes the living room.

Window directions

The major factor in positioning and orienting the windows is the position o f the 

neighboring houses. Most of the houses have windows on the street and the garden 

facades. Some of them have very small openings if there is a case of not having enough
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day light or for ventilation of bathroom and toilet. In some cases they build 

some windows high off the floor in order to be protected from the street or the probing 

eyes of neighbors. It is very easy to observe this practice in House No # 6 (They built 

the living room window high for this purpose.)

If the privacy is still concerned they keep the curtains closed on windows, 

especially the bedrooms’ windows.
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Buffer spaces as terrace or balcony between bedrooms and street for 

providing the desired privacy

In the Pinar neighborhood, the houses are mostly located parallel to the street. 

Some of them are directly near the street, some of them are located in a garden, so they 

are a little bit further back from the street. Besides some o f them have semi-closed semi

open spaces, which are placed between the street and the entrance of the house. [See 

Illustration 2.7] These spaces are used as buffer spaces between two domains, house and 

the street, in order to provide the desired privacy in the house.

V

Illustration 2.8 Living room and woman
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2.1.3.5.Personalization

Personalization in the house pattern as a part of territorial behavior does not exist 

as owning a private room but as owning a zone in the house because of the limited space. 

For instance: The living area is more likely a woman space with its furniture arrangement 

and the decorative handmade clothes. [See Illustration 2.8] Women usually define a place 

of their own as a comer on the big divan by the window so that they can watch people on 

the street or socialize with neighbors.

The man of the house spends most of his time out working or socializing with his 

neighbors in the coffeehouses, he can not define a place of his own in the house. But the 

parlor has some manlike character with its formal appearance. This space is also a status 

symbol both for the family and the man of the house. It is a space used by male guests. 

In traditional Turkish family life father is the head of the house and he makes most of the 

decisions about the family. That is why the most significant room in the house is for the 

use of the man. This shows that these people still live in a patriarchal family custom.

The sleeping area is limited for the children, so are private rooms. They are the 

ones who complain about the size of the house the most.

2.1.3.6.Usage of the Terrace and Balcony

Terrace and balcony take very significant roles in providing the desired privacy in 

the house as was examined in previous chapters. This buffer space is also very
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functional for socializing and storage needs.[See Illustration 2.9] These 

spaces are considerable for contributing extra space for future extension projects due to 

the extension in the number o f the household. It also allows people use this space as 

storage area during the winter, and as living area during the summer.

Illustration 2.9 Socializing in the closed terrace

It is easy to observe the dirty/clean, public/private bipolar concepts in these 

spaces. In Turkey to take off the shoes before going inside the living room is a tradition. 

The tradition is easily followed in the formation of the traditional Turkish house. This 

(clean /dirty) concept is performed by the elevation of the living area from the entrance o f 

the room. (“ ...The floor o f the room, compared with the other spatial elements, is the
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fundamental element. It is surrounded by the sedirs - low sitting areas on the 

sides of the room, and it is especially located in front of the windows-and it is the most 

frequented place in daily life. Tangible evidence of this is given by raising it some 

accentuated by structural divisions such as lattices, balustrades, railings and arches 

making a spatial separation between the entrance, ’’sekialti” and the rest of the 

room...”[23] Onder Kucukerman explains the spatial expressions of changing domains in 

a room in traditional Turkish house with these words.) Only difference in today’s version 

of Turkish house is that the sekialti becomes an independent room, entrance hole rather 

than a comer in the room seperated by railings. This buffer space takes place in front of 

the house between street and the house, and works as a transitional space between public 

(street environment) and private (house environment) domains.

2.1.3.7.Living room and Parlor

The living room is where the family gather, talk, eat, entertain and most of all 

bond with each other. Although in most houses it still works as a multi functional room, 

in some examples this room is kept separated as a room just for the family needs. These 

houses have extra room for the parlor where they put up their guests. This makes the 

living room more private. The living room is also where woman of the house spends 

most of her time as mentioned before. It becomes a female dominant space. The furniture 

of this area is more modest when we compare it with the parlor. Customarily it has a big 

sofa, some chairs and a portable folding table for eating, TV is also in this room. Chairs
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and the portable table are brought together for dinning and moved to their old 

places after every use. Some families still eat on the floor.

Living room and parlor have a direct connection. In most cases the parlor is a 

room that can be reached passing through the living room. It is generally located on the 

street side of the house. The furniture and every detail displayed in that room is a status 

symbol for the family. It is kept closed ,and it is used when they have guests. They 

display their electronic devices like TV(extra one), cassette player etc and family pictures 

on the wall. Besides they prefer not to hang anything on south wall of the room or any 

south wall in the house. The south wall is considered as sacred because of religious

beliefs.
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HEARTH OF THE HOUSE

Figure 2.8 “Living room” as the hearth of the house

Almost every house we interviewed has a similar type of furniture in their parlors: 

Crystal chandelier, side board, sofa, armchairs, and coffee table. These belongings 

represent new styles for the residents. On the sideboard they usually display the fine 

glass and dinning wares on the handicraft covers. Many gecekondu residents spend 

money on furniture and house ware, because “for the gecekondu population the only way 

open to integrate with the city life is to be able to consume like the urbanities”[24] Even 

if they don’t have enough space to display everything, they don’t seem to mind the 

crowded conditions in their parlor. These rooms stand for the celebration of their 

survival in the city.
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2.1 J.S.Consideration of Privacy in Placing Toilet and 

Bathroom

In Pinar it is observed that some families bring some of their traditions that do not 

exist in the city anymore. Placing the toilet in a way that is not oriented to the south is 

still one of the surviving traditions in the rural areas. (South is the sacred direction for 

Muslims in Turkey, because Mecca is in the south direction.) Some of the families 

particularly emphasize that they feel uncomfortable because of the wrong placement of 

the toilet. In addition the bathroom customarily takes place close to the living room and 

entrance, which creates discomfort in terms of privacy. Traditionally the toilet is located 

outside of the house in rural areas. In Pinar it is observed that some families placed their 

toilet next to the entrance hall, so they can use it comfortably if they have guests in the

house.
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3. Chapter Three: The Low Income Housing Project in The 

Pinar District, The Application of Ideas

3.1. Aim

In the light of the analysis above, the basic intent of this experimental project is 

to provide for both the physical and psychological needs of a squatter settlement in order 

to improve poor life conditions in Pinar neighborhood by proposing culturally 

appropriate housing patterns for possible future housing projects in the settlement.

3.2. Project Definition

This is a low-income housing project that will be formed in view of the design 

basics determined particularly for this neighborhood. It also takes the development plan 

for Pinar, proposed by the municipality, into consideration.

The experimental housing project in the Pinar District will be examined in 

different topographic situations on the site in order to demonstrate the possible 

alternatives of the design. Therefore several places on the site are chosen for the 

application of the proposal.

This proposal will also address the steep slope situation on the site and the 

climatic conditions as well as culturally appropriate housing issues.
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3.3. Site Information

The Pinar District is located in the Sariyer Region (on the European side of 

Istanbul) which expands on two hills near the Maslak Highway.. It is beside the Istanbul 

Technical University Campus territory, which is located on the south o f the 

neighborhood. Due to the steep slope situation it is hard to reach some houses on the 

very bottom of the hills. Narrow dirt paths or very steep stairs lead you to these houses.

In the design, various terraces are proposed in order to adapt to the natural 

environment. The houses are located on these terraces, and that actually helps us to 

create more outdoor spaces for both children and women other than the street.
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Photograph 3.2 A view from the bottom of Camlibel Street

According to the survey this area was the prolongation o f the woods in the 

University property which means that it was very green nearly 35 years ago with stands 

dense of oak, pine, plane and horn beech trees. Today because o f the building density in 

the neighborhood the nature has been destroyed to a great extent, although people once 

chose Pinar to settle considering its nature.

In the proposal, nature is an important issue. Because o f the support o f trees and 

bushes in blocking and creating intimate spaces they are highly recommended in critical 

points to provide enough privacy in or around the settlement. Haphazard formation of the
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house arrangement actually allows more space for the natural growth not only 

for reviving the natural setting but also protecting the privacy in the houses.

3.4. Climatic Conditions:

In summer Istanbul has a hot and humid summer with temperatures that are 71-74 

F around August. In winter the coldest months are January and February. The 

temperature changes in between 40 to 42 F. The annual rainfall is 4 ’ per ft2. The 

Bosphourus gets the most rainfall from September to November. Annually the humidity 

is %74. The prevailing wind direction is from the north, northeast. North and northeast 

winds cause humidity and very cold temperatures during the winter. During the summer 

southeast winds bring cool breezes which helps to deal with the humidity.

Figure 3.1 Prevailing wind directions

South exposure is the most desirable direction. Considering the wind directions between 

south and southeast the houses are arranged in variable directions in between south and 

east. In most cases bedrooms are getting south exposure. Narrow paths between houses 

are also parallel to the summer breezes so it creates drafts that provides cool outdoor

s
Winter

s
Summer
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spaces during the summer. The houses are oriented in certain positions that 

block the cold winds during the winter. The landscape design also works for protecting 

the houses from the cold winds of winter and also for increasing the effect of summer 

breezes that helps the ventilation in and around the houses. Ventilation in the house is 

achieved by the cross-ventilating windows in every space.

3.5. Contemporary Construction Systems and Materials Observed in the 

Neighborhood:

The most common construction system is load bearing with concrete block for 

one-story houses. When the user decides to change the one-story house to a multi story 

apartment, in most cases they destroy the previous house and build a new one with a 

concrete skeleton (poured in place with brick in-fill). In consideration of the lack of 

wood people prefer to use second-hand windows and doorframes. Sometimes the user 

participates in the building process of the house, sometimes he hires a contractor to do so.

In the design, the proposed construction system is load bearing with concrete 

block. Its modular dimensions make the material use and the construction simple and 

economic. Design considers the building codes for load bearing building systems in 

earthquake zones.
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3.6. The Application of the Design Basics to the Experimental 

Housing Project

Respondents of this survey mainly complained about the insufficiency of the 

sleeping, eating, storage areas, and the gathering space with guests in addition they were 

concerned about the privacy in the house and its near environment, the size of the house, 

the spatial connection of bathroom and sleeping area to living area, the use of bathroom 

when they have male guests at home, and the lack of personal space.

As mentioned before the gecekondu takes its last form after many changes. And 

during these changes the household suffers from the disfimctional formation of the house. 

This is another important issue that we determined as design criteria in this project.

Another crucial point in this study is to take the gecekondu people and the 

settlement into consideration as one piece and to try not to disturb the existing social 

structure and their way of planning and settling the neighborhood. Although the design 

project primarily focused on the house and its near environment, the study includes some 

of the issues about their social and cultural life that might be helpful to understand these 

people and to create more proficient development plans for this community.

3.6.1. Suggestions for Future Development Plans

When we consider desired privacy in the residential area of the neighborhood, this 

part of the neighborhood appears as a private space and the commercial area appears as
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public space under the discussion of bipolar concepts, private and public. [See 

Figure 2.3] According to this statement, it is suggested that definition of public and 

private domains could be more clear in possible future improvement plans in order to 

provide desired privacy in the residential areas.

Although Turkish culture lives in both an Islamic and a secular environment, 

males use the commercial area of the settlement more than females. (Yet women also can 

come and shop here.) This makes this part of the neighborhood more of a male space. 

They socialize in coffee shops, and work in the shops. On the contrary the residential 

area is more of a female space when we see the women gather and socialize in front of the 

houses during the day. According to this particular usage of the space at the top of the hill 

is more male dominant and the residential area is more female dominant. This is another 

reason why private and public domains need to be defined separately, if the government 

becomes involved with a development plan for this community.

People coming from the same part of the country live close to each other. Some 

respondents indicate that they were specific about placing their houses close to their 

hometown people so they could feel safer and powerful. As it is understood from this 

statement Pinar people are separated into groups in the settlement although they act as 

one group in possible community problems. There are wards in the neighborhood. As 

has happened in most remodeling projects throughout the world, people have problems in 

readjusting to the society and their new community because of being apart from their
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fellows that provide the courage and support they need. We think that this is 

another issue that should be considered as a design criteria for this type of project.

Pinar District has two voluntary associations, the first one formed in 1971. The 

second took over in 1975 when first failed to obtain further services or improvements for 

the community[25]. Although these associations are sometimes effective in improving 

the community, they don’t have a special place for continuing their activities. They still 

come together and hold their meetings in the coffeehouse. When we think about the 

importance of this organization in terms of communicating with the community and 

cooperating for possible development plans for this neighborhood it is crucial to provide 

a space for gathering and socializing in order to support these kinds of enterprise which 

address neighborhood needs.

As was discussed early in the study, gathering spaces for women is another 

important issue in the settlement pattern. In the design project the spontaneously 

arranged houses create spaces between them in order to achieve enough outdoor 

gathering spaces for women users. Subsequently the women in the gecekondu society 

play an important role in what this culture is all about, this issue is standing as a crucial 

point in the design process of this project.
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3.6.2. Spatial Organization of the Desired House Pattern

According to the survey drawings and the answers about the task performance of 

the rooms, correlation of spaces and functions, the dwelling tradition is ascertained in the 

settlement. Another plan organization is formed which considers the problems and 

undesired situations due to the correlation of functions. This basic scheme considers the 

spatial reflections of the behavioral concepts in the neighborhood.

Figure 3.2 Spatial organization of the desired house pattern

When we look at the changing process of the house patterns specialization in 

space comes along with the changing needs, family structure and acculturation that this 

community faces in the city. It is also easy to determine this particular change by 

comparing the houses in their hometown and their current houses. (In the survey, the 

residents were asked to describe their houses in their hometown.) So there are some 

additional spaces for specific functions in the proposed design. These additional spaces

t



67

are already in some of the existing housing pattern in the Pinar District or they 

are mentioned in the questionnaires as desirable additions. (See Appendix: B). Since 

they use the living area not only for gathering but also for eating, the proposal includes a 

dining area added as an extension to the living room. In addition a second bath is the 

other space which is different than the generic house program in the settlement. The need 

of the second bath is going to be discussed under flexibility.

The living room is kept as the hearth of the house so the tradition can survive.

The small additional space for the eating function next to the living room is different than 

the generic house program. It is also bigger than the ones we observed in the Pinar 

neighborhood. It works as a center that combines all rooms together. The dinning area 

window is kept small in order to provide the desired privacy in the house. The living 

room area has a larger window that controls the entrance an also provides a visual 

connection to the street. The primary intent in arrangement of the furniture in the living 

room is to resemble the tradition and also to allow enough space for the extra activities 

held in this room.( daily housework, entertaining the guests and dinning with guests and, 

etc...) [see Photograph 3.3][26]
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In the parlor, the fundamental features o f the generic parlor observed in Pinar 

Neighborhood are kept as taking place in the street side of the house with the same 

organization of the furniture etc. It is reached from passing through the living room. The 

design especially keeps the bathroom and the kitchen away from the parlor in order to 

protect from the unwanted odors of the toilet and not to break the relation o f the kitchen 

and the living room. The kitchen is also connected to the living room, it actually works 

as an extension of the living area although it is separated by a door. Toilet, kitchen and 

the bathroom’s walls are back to back, so the pluming and other technical features can be 

installed easily. The reason why the bathroom with the shower and the traditional toilet 

take place at the entrance is because this is another characteristic o f the traditional plan in 

this neighborhood. The direction of the toilet is also studied as a design criteria. The
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bathroom is adaptable for different options in case the orientation is south. The 

shower is suggested according to the complaints about the need of a second bathroom 

because of the lack of privacy inside the house between the households. The second 

bathroom gives people (especially mother and father) to provide desired privacy in the 

house. Bathroom and toilet windows are designed higher and smaller in order to provide 

enough privacy in the house and in these spaces. At that point the neighboring houses 

are also pulled back. (The design also tries to eliminate the possible spatial relations 

between different the houses that may cause unwanted situations in the house.) The floor 

plan design allows the house to work in several positions as either detached, or 

individual.

Bedrooms are located at back part of the house in order to provide enough privacy 

in the house. In addition they have the option to be divided in two separate clusters. 

Furthermore the second bathroom is located at the back of the house. These two 

bathrooms allow the house be used from both directions (street and garden) This also 

allows the house to be used as two separate houses in the future. This is going to be 

discussed under flexibility in more detail.

For storage, the house has two more closets in addition to the ones located in each 

bedroom. The storage area has an important role in the changing function of the rooms 

during the day. The bedding sheets, comforter, and pillows are placed in these closets,
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so the rooms adapt to a sleeping function easily. The support o f the storage 

area in multi functional rooms is observed in traditional house.[See Photograph 3.4]

Photograph 3.4 Storage area in a Traditional Turkish House 19th Century, 
Safranbolu.

In the design, the terrace takes place in the growing process of the house. In the 

final form, the house ends up having a balcony at the back of the house that serves for 

hanging the laundry and storage. Green boundaries (Rows o f trees, bushes and shrubs) 

are suggested for the need o f buffer spaces between street and house and the house and 

the neighboring house instead of placing a terrace or balcony. The front o f the door and 

the garden space are indicated as outdoor space for social activities.
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3.6.3. Flexibility

Flexibility: This concept will be discussed as the adaptability of design to 

changing needs and functions.

In the Pinar District, related to settlers’ low income and extended family life,

99% of the houses, which responded to this survey, have taken their recent shape after 

several additions and divisions. [See Figure 3.3] Most of the additions are done for 

newcomers from their village to the city (They are either their family or just fellows from 

their village), or for renting in order to support their income. Furthermore the 

specialization in the rooms is the other important factor in reshaping, dividing and 

making additions to the home. The most important reason for this is that the migrants 

change their dwelling habits and family structure due to acculturation they experience in 

the city. According to this argument, design tries to make the house pattern more suitable 

for this changing process. As a result the growth process would be more successful in 

terms of serving the household. It also allows the settler build whenever he has enough 

financial support. In the design the last form of the standard floor plan is achieved in four 

step. The design also aims to meet users need in every step.

First Step: Toilet, kitchen, and a multi functional room form the nucleus of the 

house. The prolongation of the room becomes a sleeping area with a separator at night.

Second Step: The house grows with an addition of bedroom and a terrace which 

is going to turn into the second bathroom in future additions. The bedroom is the first



specialized room in the house. The order in the specialization is what we 

observed in this neighborhood. It is going to be used by mother and father.
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Changing needs and 
priorities

4 First Stage: Her sister and her family shared the house 
in the beginning.
Second Stage: They felt uncomfortable because of the 
direct access to toilet and bathroom from living room. 
They built an extra room to enlarge the living room and 
they put the toilet and the bathroom further away from 
this room.
Third Stage: They have decided to divide the house 
into two parts and extend it by adding extra spaces so 
each family can have their own private bathrooms, 
kitchen and a living room. They also added a bedroom 
for children.

Bedroom
Bedroom

Kitchen

1 2 4 /2

First Stage Second Stage Third Stage
D  Additions to the house

Figure 3.3 The transformation process o f the house, Interview # 2 Question 4.

Third Step: This addition is for a children’s sleeping area. The terrace turns into 

the second bathroom. This time the bathroom has a bath tub instead o f a shower. Now 

there are three bedrooms in the house. These two bedrooms can be also separated in 

themselves with a separator which provide private clusters for each child.

Fourth Step: This is the addition o f the parlor.
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Fifth Step: Last addition is the lower floor of the house which is either 

connected to the main house or separated using for rent and shop. Lower floor is designed 

as one bedroom apartment for smaller families. This lower addition is formed as two 

types. Type one is a half story lower than the street level. Type two is one story lower 

than the street level. The growth process is not only about the additions of the rooms but 

also the several interior division and stair additions for different topographic situations 

and adaptation of the house for different family sizes.

This part of the growth process will be discuss under adaptability.

3.6.4. Adaptability:

This term will be discussed as the ability of design to allow the house patterns to 

be flexible for multi functional uses.

In the survey it is determined that the living room and guestroom are used for both 

sleeping and living purposes. Both brothers and sisters also use the same sleeping areas, 

which is an undesirable situation. Other than having the parlor as a separate room from 

the living area, specialization is not common for other functions in the house such as 

having a dinning room, girl’s’ bedroom or boys’ bedroom etc... Therefore the 

adaptability of design to change the functions of the rooms between day and night use or 

for different family size are important in the design of these settlements.

Sliding walls in bedrooms allowing sexual separation as well as personalization:
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This is one of the recommendations for the future housing projects that 

might be built in the neighborhood. These recommendations will be demonstrated in the 

experimental housing project in the neighborhood, and also aim to be helpful for the other 

architects who would like to design for these people.

Illustration 3.1 Function o f a separator in creating private clusters

Since they do not have enough space for desired privacy and personalization in 

the rooms, the rooms can be divided by separators that create adaptable spaces, which 

allow the usage of the rooms to vary according to change in day and night activities. 

They can have space for both common usage and personalized clusters. A sliding wall 

that creates some private clusters during the night could separate the room. During the 

day the room works more like a living room, which allows the children, to socialize, and



play with their friends and during the night with the separator it works as a 

private bedroom.

Division: Sometimes a family gets so crowded that the lack of privacy becomes a 

problem. As we observe in the neighborhood, they divide the house into two parts so that 

each group has its own privacy[ See Figure 3.3] Furthermore the family can get smaller 

by the time the children marry and move to another place or when they need additional 

financial support for the family they use one part of the house for rent or for establishing 

a business. The design works for all possibilities. When it reaches its last form it is 

possible to divide house. If this is the case, according to the topographic situation of the 

house they might add an upstairs or downstairs. These additions are used either for 

renting or business.

In type A, the second floor addition is designed for a steep slope situation. The 

extended family may live in the two story addition and rent the street part of the house or 

use it for their children’s family..(See Appendix C: Design Proposal)

In type B, the house is divided in two houses by a wall between bedrooms and the 

living area. The Back of the house works as two story three bedroom apartment, the front 

part which is street side of the house works as two bedroom apartment with minor 

adjustments in the parlor. When the changing process reaches that point the parlor is 

omitted. On the other hand without dividing the house in two individual houses it could 

be used one four bedroom apartment house.(Type Bx)

75
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In type C , the house is designed for a mild slope so that the second 

floor can be added with a half story rise. This also requires an additional stairway.(See 

Appendix C: Design Proposal)

Another type proposed in the neighborhood is an apartment house type D which 

is designed for smaller families.(See Appendix C: Design Proposal) According to the 

survey the second generation of the settlers customarily prefer to live in the same 

neighborhood. Those who are more exposed to the urban life prefer to live in apartment 

houses because of its connotation of modernity. The apartment floor plan is also derived 

from the standard house floor plan with minor adjustments. These are three or four story 

high rather small units when we compared to standard apartment buildings. This is a 

way to control the building density in the neighborhood.
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4. Conclusion

Recent approaches to the squatter settlement problem have entirely changed.

Today scholars and politicians discuss ways to improve and reorganize these squatter 

settlements rather than to destroy them.

The study takes gecekondu neighborhood as an alternative solution to the housing 

problem in Turkey as long as they are controlled and rehabilitated.

It is true that squatter settlements, "Gecekondu" is one of the side effects of rapid 

urbanization and highly unhealthy environments from many perspectives and yet they are 

very safe places to live because of the cohesion and the strong bond among settlers.

Since government housing projects are not successful in creating the same formation that 

settlers created for themselves the study strongly emphasizes importance of protecting the 

social and cultural life in these communities in order to be more efficient in future 

development plans.

The first objective of this study was to define the housing dilemma in Turkey 

from the users point of view in order to comprehend why some of the government 

housing projects were failure. They are not satisfactory in terms of their size, the adapting 

ability to changes due to the extension of the family or changing needs and also variety in 

the spatial organization. These projects are not culturally appropriate designs when we 

consider the variety in users' dwelling traditions. This part of the study demonstrated the



lack of user participation in public housing design and how this creates 

unhealthy, undesirable environments for the users.

The second objective was to expose the question of what could be the right 

approach to mass housing issue in increasing the competence of these projects. The 

proposed approach requires a series of behavioral and cultural research in order to 

understand this people's dwelling tradition. The research was focused on the spatial 

reflections of cultural and behavioral concepts; such as dwellings in this case to trace 

down a healthy dwelling pattern through these settlers’ own homes.

The neighborhood, the near environment of the houses and the house itself are 

analyzed under these concepts: social and cultural life in the settlement, spatial 

organization of the generic house in Pinar District, spatial reflections of behavioral 

concepts in the settlement pattern. The importance of some concepts such as kinship and 

citizenship in the neighborhood, gathering for cultural and social activities, territory 

definition, privacy in positioning the house and the space organization, outdoor/indoor 

gathering spaces for women, personalization, usage of the terrace and balcony in 

providing desired privacy in the house, the position of the living area and parlor as the 

hearth of the house, positioning the toilet and the bathroom considering the privacy is 

pointed as crucial design elements in the formation of these settlements.
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These design ideas are applied to an experimental project in two sites with 

different topographical conditions in the neighborhood. The project demonstrates how
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these design criteria could be applied to create culturally appropriate housing 

patterns for this neighborhood. The project focuses on using the generic house pattern for 

creating the optimum floor plans. It also exposes the idea of adaptability and flexibility 

concepts in the design for achieving the desirable variety for changing needs and 

adaptation to cultural differences in the neighborhood.

In bigger perspective, the study highlights the significance of interaction system 

of human being and her or his built environment and how this system could be analyzed 

and actualized in spatial sense for more healthy built environments.
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Construction type
Responder
Date
Address
Information about the households

Kinship related to the father Place o f Birth Age Education Job
Father
Wife
Daughter
Son

General information 
about the members of 
the family and their 
backgrounds 
concerning their 
hometown and relatives 
who still live there

1 When did you immigrate Istanbul? Have you ever 
lived in an another section of the town before settling 
to this neighborhood, Pinar Mahallesi in Istanbul? Do 
you have any other relatives who came from your 
hometown in Pinar Mahallesi? Have you ever visited 
your hometown after your migration?

The duration which 
took place in 
constructing the house

2 When did you buy the land of the house and when did 
you start building the house and get settle? Were 
there any other people who helped you with building 
the house? Who made the decisions in planning the 
house?

Needs, hopes, and 
desires they had in the 
past

3 What were your primary needs when you started 
building?

Changing needs and 
priorities

4 How many times did you make changes on the plan 
while building and why? (In each step, the changes 
were determined by sketches.) What kind of materials 
was used in forming the spaces?
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Needs for the future 5 What kind of changes do you plan in the house? 
Why? What are your needs and the reasons for those 
needs?

Thoughts about Pinar 
Mahallesi

6 Why did you settle in this neighborhood? Is there any 
other places which you would like to live or do you 
like to be in this neighborhood? If not, why? (General 
ideas about the place which they live in.)

Association with their 
neighbors and 
participating in the 
social activities of this 
neighborhood

7 How are your relations with your neighbors? Are you 
satisfied? If not, why? Are there any social activities 
in the neighborhood which are common for each 
member of the community? Are they willing to join 
these activities? Why? Do you still practice your 
traditions in the neighborhood like wedding, funeral, 
religious holidays, etc.? If yes, how do you celebrate 
and where? Is there any place where you can come 
together for your social activities like in clubs, or 
park, etc.? If not, where do you come together with 
your neighbors?

Behaviors related to 
their past
(characteristics of their 
house which they had 
lived in their 
hometown) - plan 
sketches

8 Where did you come from? What did you do for 
living while you were living in your hometown? 
(General information about the house which they 
lived in their hometown in terms of its spatial 
features and the materials they used are discussed. In 
addition to this it is observed if they have carried out 
their life style and habits of the past to their present 
situation or not.)

Hopes for the future 9 Describe your dream house.

Squatter settlement and its built environment

Thoughts about the life 10
style
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Satisfaction
degree

Neigbor-
hood

Near
environ

ment

House

Bad ✓ ✓ ✓
So so
Good
Very good
Expectations

Social relations

Spatial reflections of the 
socio cultural concepts 
on the formation of the 
house

11

12

13

14

Do you have any problems related to your near 
environment?

Did you make a special effort to be near to your 
hometown folks when buying or building the house? 

How were you effected in placing your house due to 
the position of the other houses in the near 
environment? What are the architectural elements you 
have used for defining your territory and providing 
privacy in the house and in your courtyard? 
(Arrangement of the garden and the courtyard,
entrance to the garden and the house.)_____________

How did you plan your house? What kind of things 
did you have in mind before building the house? (The 
relations between the street and the entrance, the 
entrance and the garden, the entrance and the house, 
etc. Effects of the bipolar concepts of these domains.) 
(Formal/informal, clean/dirty, public/private, 
sacred/profane, male/female)

15 What kind of materials did you use in defining the 
border of the land which you own? And why? (The 
position of the house and borders has been analyzed.)

16 Do you have any sign on the door or at the entrance of 
the garden that you warn the strangers while entering 
your territory?
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17 Number of entrances of your house.(The relationship 
between the house and the garden and terrace usage or 
any other place where they can socialize with 
neighbors were discussed.)

The exterior and the 
interior relation of the 
house

18 How do you use the backyard? How is the house 
protected from the strangers? Is there any thing to 
predict the existence of a stranger coming into your 
territory? (Door bell, alarm, dog, etc.)

Space Organization

Thoughts about the 
plan

19

Space Size Location Complaints How does it have to be?
Kitchen Enough Correct
Bathroom Not Enough Incorrect
Living room
Guest room
Bedroom

Relationship between 20
the activity and the
space

Space Day activities Night activities
Bedroom
Livingroom
Guestroom
Kitchen

Qualification of the space for given 
activities

Yes No

Living ✓
Eating ✓
Eating with guests ✓
Putting up guests ✓
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Sleeping / rest ✓
Cooking ✓
Bathroom and doing the laundry ✓
Ironning, sewing etc. Z
Playing games ✓
Study ✓
Storage ✓
Hobby ✓

Space definition and 
separation

Are the eating and the living activities done in the 
same place or separated from each other?

What kind of places are preferred for more personal 
privacy in the house?

Space Mother Father Child Other
Bedroom ✓ V Z Z

Livingroom
Guestroom
None

Does the house perform enough privacy for the 
households in the house?

Does the sex difference effect the usage of the spaces 
in the house?

Do the bedrooms and the bathroom & toilet have 
enough privacy?

Is there any other place in the house that you like the 
best and did you decorate it your self?

Who shares the bedroom with you?
Households Space Common usage

Mother
Father
Child

If you do not have any private room for yourself, 
where do you prefer to be when you want to be alone?

Is there any thing that appears as a status symbol in 
the house? (Observations)

Do you feel that this is a home or a temporary shelter?
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Interior of the house 
Living and guest room

The location of the 
living room and the 
guest room

32 What are the spatial relations between living room and 
the other rooms? Is there a private guest room. 
Describe the location of the living room.

The importance of the 
living room from the 
social perspective

33 Does the living room have a capability to bring the 
family members together? If yes, how? Is the eating 
area separated from the living room or not?

The characteristics of 
the furniture

34 How does the furniture style in their living room?

Household usage 35 Who mostly uses the living room and the guest room?

Traditions and religious 
beliefs

36 Did you do any changes related to your belief system 
and tradition? How do the beliefs and the tradition 
effect the formation of the living room and the guest 
room?

Characteristic 
traditions that they 
brought from their own 
hometown.

37 Are there any similarities between the life style in the 
home town and in the city?

Bipolar concepts in the 
usage

38 How do the bipolar concepts effect the formation of 
the guest room and the living room? 
(formal/informal, clean/dirty, private/public, 
male/female, sacred/profane)

Determination of ideal 
living place

39 Describe your dream guest room and living room.

Characteristics of the 
doors and windows

40 Where are the windows located? Are they small or 
big? Why? How does the privacy effect the location 
and the formation of the windows and the doors?



130

Construction type 
Responder 

' Date 
Address

Information about the households
Kinship related to the father Place o f Birth Age Education Job

Father Fikri Kars 45 Primary School Retired worker
Wife Tuter Kars 36 Primary School House wife
Daughter Sengul Istanbul 24
Daughter Gulcan Istanbul 19
Daughter Nevin Istanbul 21
Son Erkan Istanbul 18 Primary School
Son Cem Istanbul 11
Grandmother Nazli Kars 100

One story house, solid block 
Fikri Ozturk 
July 21, 1993
Pinar Mahallesi Camlibel Caddesi 
No: 109

2

General information 
about the members of 
the family and their 
backgrounds 
concerning their 
hometown and relatives 
who still live there

1 The head of the family has migrated to Istanbul from 
Kars in 1965. Later his wife joins him in 1970.
Before moving to this neighborhood they lived in 
Ortabayir Mahallesi in Gultepe (another shanty town 
in Istanbul). In 1980 they moved in to their new house 
in Pinar Mahallesi.
They visited their hometown few times after 
immigration. Later they have never visited there. 
They have relatives in Istanbul and a brother living in 
Pinar Mahallesi.

The duration which 
took place in 
constructing the house

2 They built the house by then own means. While 
building the house they have made the basic decision 
by themselves.

Needs and hopes, 
wishes they had in the 
past

3 Before they moved in their primary hope was to have 
“a roof over their heads” of their own. Secondarily 
the needs of individuals and household became 
important. In time they have tried to overcome the 
needs by enlarging the house.
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Changing needs and 
priorities

First Stage: When the children were small the house 

was large enough to live.

Second Stage: In the meanwhile the family extended 

by the arrival o f the grand mother from the hometown. 

So they have changed their home plan.
Bedroom WC Kitchen

|  Living 
Master I  room 
Bedroom I p .

Stage 1 Stage 2

Needs for the future 5 Since they have many children they wish to re-build 

the house into an apartment with few stories.

Thoughts about Pinar 
Mahallesi

6 His brother moves to this district later the family 

settled in this area. They say where ever one is happy 

that is the best place to live in so they believe they can 

call this place their “home” and are happy here.

Association with their 
neighbors and 
participating in the 
social activities of this 
neighborhood

7 They are happy with their relations in the 

neighborhood. They can easily get together and share 

problems and help each other. The wedding 

ceremonies take place at wedding halls but they point 

out that this district is in need of a hall o f their own.
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Behaviors related to 
their past
(characteristics of their 
house which they had 
lived in their 
hometown) - plan 
sketches

8 They miss their hometown’s water and the woods. But 
they couldn’t earn enough money from the soil there. 
Their land was unproductive and they had not any 
agricultural machinery which would full-fill their 
needs to have agriculture on it. Their old house was 
small but with its roof made of soil and they had the 
windows on the top. The extension of the house was 
used as a bam connecting the house with a corridor.

R e la tiv e *

Room

S to r a g e
Roomroom

Hopes for the future 9 They would like to live at a larger house. They prefer 
to live at a house because they think living in an 
apartment has its own difficulties.________________

Squatter settlement and its built environment

Thoughts about the life 10

Satisfaction
degree

Neigbor-
hood

Near
environ

ment

House

Bad
So so
Good ✓ ✓ ✓
Very good
Expectations They don’t 

for their sun 
are distrubei 
population t

lave any negative ideas 
rounding however they 
d with increase of the 
)f the district.
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Social relations 11 Their home is situated at the comer of the street and a 
group of children usually meet there and play. The 
noise of the street plus the noise of the vehicles 
disturb them but they don’t care much.

12 His brother’s house is at the back of the house but he 
says when buying the land they did not give too much 
consideration on it.

Spatial reflections of the 
socio cultural concepts 
on the formation of the 
house

13 Before building their house they first helped his 
brother building his own, later they have built theirs. 
Since it is located at a comer of the street they have 
the means to look outside from these sides. They did 
not have any problems in settlement since he was 
sharing the property with his brother. While building 
the two houses they have used all the land.

14 They have a triangular land so while building it they 
tried all their means to design larger rooms.

15 Since it is built at a comer of three streets and having 
his brother house at the back they do not have any 
territory problems.

16 There is no check-up place when entering the house. 
They have only a door-bell. When they do not want 
to invite people in they just talk in front of the house.

17 There is only one entrance to the house. They wanted 
another door opening to the back, so they can come 
together with his brother’s family in the small area left 
over from the houses. Later they decided not to have 
a door opening to the garden because they thought 
they would lose space. They neither have a patio nor 
a balcony but they have a gathering place in front of 
their door. The grandmother usually sits there on a 
pillow and enjoys chatting with neighbors.
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The exterior and the 
interior relation of the 
house

There is nothing to protect their territory in terms of 
fence or wall on the borders of the land.

Space Organization

Thoughts about the 
plan

19

Space Size Location Complaints How does it have to be?
Bathroom
&
Kitchen

satisfactory Incorrect Their doors open to the 
living room directly.

They should be far 
from the living area.

Living
room

satisfactory Incorrect It should be far from 
the kitchen and 
bathroom.

Bedroom unsatisfactory Incorrect It is cold during the 
winter.

Warm at least closed 
to the areas that are 
heated.

Relationship between 20
the activity and the
space

Space Day activities Night activities
Children
Bedroom

Their daughters are sleeping.

Livingroom resting, eating, daily activities like 
sewing.

-

Children
Bedroom

Their sons and the grandmother are 
sleeping.

Master
Bedroom

Mother and father are sleeping.

Qualification of the space for given 
activities

Yes No

Living ✓
Eating ✓
Eating with guests ✓
Putting up guests ✓
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Sleeping / rest Z
Cooking Z
Bathroom and laundry Z
Ironning, sewing etc. Z
Playing games Z
Study Z
Storage Z
Hobby Z

Space definition and 22 The bedrooms function as bedrooms as they no more
separation sleep in the living room. They use the living room

when eating and resting.

23 What kind of places are preferred for more personal
privacy in the house?

Space Mother Father Child Other

Bedroom z z Z z
Livingroom
Guestroom
None

24 Since the level of the house is higher then the road
level they think they have enough privacy. They feel
comfortable because they know the neighborhood
well enough.

25 They separated the children’ bedrooms according to 
their sex.

26 They are satisfactory in terms of privacy.

27 The living room and the guest room combination is 
different compared to other rooms. Even the ceiling
has its own decoration.

2 8 Who shares the bedroom with you?
Households Space Common usage

Mother master bedroom his spouse
Father master bedroom her spouse
Chidren
(boys)

bedroom for boys brothers and their 
nanny

Children
(girls)

bedroom for girls sisters
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29 Either they stay in their bedrooms or go out. The 
grand mother goes out to visit a friend. The wife goes 
to her bedroom. The husband usually goes to a tea 
house.

30 It is not observed.

31 This house is their home.

Interior of the house 
Living and guest room

The location of the 
living room and the 
guest room

32 Bedrooms’ doors are opening to the living room but 
the bathroom and the kitchen are separated from the 
living room. They are located on a small entrance 
hall.

The importance of the 
living room from the 
social perspective

33 Living room is a room that where they can also 
entertain their guests. The eating activity is held in 
the living room. Since most of the activities are held 
here except sleeping it is good enough to be a 
gathering place.

The characteristics of 
the furniture

34 The furniture they have nothing to the with their 
traditional ones they had in their hometown. The 
furniture stay at their places. While eating they use a 
special setting and eat on the floor, (like they did in 
their hometown)

Household usage 35 The children prefer to be in their bedrooms. So the 
living room is used by mother and father at most. 
Grandmother prefers to sit in front of the house if the 
weather is enough good and goes to sleep very early

Traditions and religious 
beliefs

36 They didn’t do any changes in the house concerning 
their religious beliefs and traditions. They said that 
they have lived in a different social order. 
Grandmother said that it is very hard to go on 
practicing the same traditions what they had in their 
hometown since they are living in a big city now.
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Characteristic 
traditions that they 
brought from their own 
hometown.

37 Although the house can not be shown as a typical 
Turkish house, there are some similarities in terms of 
its space organization.

Bipolar concepts in the 
usage

38 Dirty-Clean: The living room is elevated from the 
entrance hall by a step. (This is where they take off 
their shoes.)

Determination of ideal 
living place

39 They are comfortable with their furniture. If they 
would have the chance to spend some money for 
furniture they want to buy for both dining and living 
set.

Characteristics of the 
doors and windows

40 Windows face the street. Living room’s door opens to 
a small hall. Bedrooms ‘ windows are closed with 
curtains and small.
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Construction type 
Responder

Date
Address

Information about the households
Kinship related to the father Place o f Birth Age Education Job

Father Sahbaz Sivas 35 Primary school civil servant
Wife Saniye Sivas 31 - -

Son Derya Sivas 12 Primary school -

Son Deniz Istanbul 9 - -
Son Ilyas Istanbul 8 - -

General information 
about the members of 
the family and their 
backgrounds 
concerning their 
hometown and relatives 
who still live there

1 They have some relatives and friends living in this 
area so they moved here 15 years ago.

The duration which 
took place in 
constructing the house

2 They built their own house. They have decided on 
the plan by themselves. Two families are sharing it at 
present.

Needs and hopes, 
wishes they had in the 
past

3 They had taken some precautions while planning the 
house. So two families can live and have some 
privacy and some extend.

One Story, Block brick house 
Saniye Ocak ( Sister o f S. Alacucuk 
interview 4)
July 14,1993
Pinar Mahallesi Camlibel Caddesi 
No: 126

3
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Changing needs and 
priorities

4 First Stage: The two sisters are sharing the house so 

each family has her own bedroom, and a room for 

children. The bathroom and the kitchen are common. 

Second Stage: In order to have a larger kitchen they 

built an additional room. The former kitchen became 

a bathroom and was separated from the toilet. The 

door of the kitchen opens to a room.

Third Stage: When both of the families had children 

they decided to divide the house in two individual 
houses by adding extra entrance, kitchen, and 

bathroom.

RoomRoom

BatnroomLivingroomRoom

A

First Stage
□  Additions to the house

Room Room

LivingroomRoom

Kitchen

Second Stage

Axis diving 
two houses

Livingroom

Addition

Door is removed

Third Stage

Needs for the future 5 If they can afford it they want to build a several story 

apartment house.

Thoughts about Pinar 
Mahallesi

6 They are happy with their environment. They say 

that most o f their relatives live here.

This district is close to her husband’s work.

Association with their 
neighbors and 
participating in the 
social activities of this 
neighborhood

7 They are happy with their neighbors. But she stated 

that she can't get along with the people from Kars. 

She says that she gets a long with the people from 

their hometown, Sivas. She also points out that they 

need a place in the neighborhood where they can 
gather.
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Behaviors related to 
their past
(characteristics of their 
house which they had 
lived in their 
hometown) - plan 
sketches

8 They miss their village. They often visit but they 

can’t live there any longer. Because they didn’t have 

enough land for agriculture.

o

Hopes for the future 9 They would like to live in an apartment house.

Squatter settlement and its built environment

Thoughts about the life 
style

Satisfaction
degree

Neigbor-
hood

Near
environ

ment

House

Bad
So so ✓
Good Z
Very good
Expectations

Social relations They have some problems with their next door 

neighbors who are originally from Kars.

In order to back each other they preferred to live 

among Sivas’ people. All sisters living on the same 

land, and each two share one house.
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Spatial reflections of the 
socio cultural concepts 
on the formation of the 
house

13 Since they all share one piece of land they have not 
taken this into consideration. They just tried to use 
the land as much as possible.
They don’t have any windows facing other neighbors.

14 They placed the house in between two streets.

15 Level of the house is lower than the level of the 
Camlibel Street. So the house is not seen from the 
street. Thus it does not have enough light in the living 
room. This seems unhealthy. At the rear, of the 
house they have the other entrance for the other house. 
It also faces a street so the

16 There is no checking out point while entering the 
land. They have their door-bells and they don’t 
believe any strangers that might attempt to get in since 
they know all their neighbors well.

17 There is only one door entering the house with stairs. 
They have a common garden. They don’t have any 
terrace or a balcony.

The exterior and the 
interior relation of the 
house

18 The backyard is used by all four families, they rest 
chat and hang out cloths. The backyard is also used as 
the entrance of the second house.

Space Organization

Thoughts about the -\ g
plan

Space Size Location Complaints How does it have to be?
Kitchen Satisfactory Correct - -

Bathroom Satisfactory Correct It doesn’t have 
the equipment 
for bathing. So it 
is hard to take a 
bath.

There shoud be another 
space for bathing.

Living room Unastisfactory Correct small and dark larger and furnished
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Bedroom Unastisfactory Correct - There should be 
bedrooms for children.

Relationship between 
the activity and the 
space

20

Space Day activities Night activities
Bedroom sometimes resting Mother and father sleep.
Livingroom resting and eating Children sleep.

21
Qualification o f the space for given 

activities
Yes No

Living ✓
Eating ✓
Eating with guests ✓
Putting up guests ✓
Sleeping / rest ✓
Cooking ✓
Bathroom and laundry ✓
Ironning, sewing etc. ✓
Playing games ✓
Study ✓
Storage ✓
Hobby ✓

Space definition and 22 There is not enough space for space specialization.
separation

23 What kind of places are preferred for more personal
privacy in the house?

Space Mother Father Child Other
Bedroom ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Livingroo
m
Guestroom
None

24 They think they have enough privacy.
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25 No it doesn’t. Women and men share the same room 
even they have male guests at home.

26 After dividing the house into two they felt they have 
more privacy even if they don’t have a private 
bedroom for the children.

27 Since they have settled here temporarily, they didn’t 
want to decorate. They use the house as a shelter.

28 Who shares the bedroom with you?
Households Space Common usage

Mother Master bedroom her spouse
Father Master bedroom his spouse
Child living room his/her siblings

29 Wherever is quite and empty they prefer to go there 
to be alone.

30 None.

31 Since the house is a temporary shelters for them they 
see it as a compulsory home.

Interior of the house 
Living and guest room

The location of the 
living room and the 
guest room

32 The living room has connected to the other rooms 
with a hall. They don’t have a guest room.

The importance of the 
living room from the 
social perspective

33 The living room is the only space where they get 
together, eat and entertain their guests. The living 
room doesn’t have enough light therefore she uses her 
bed for her daily work such as ironing etc.

The characteristics of 
the furniture

34 They have one couch, a table, and chairs. And also a 
small buffet ( sideboard) and television. During the 
nights they put the table aside and put a matress on the 
floor so the children can sleep.

Household usage 35 Since children sleep at nights one can say that 
children make use of living room more often.
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Traditions and religious 
beliefs

36 Such traditions are not observed.

Characteristic 
traditions that they 
brought from their own 
hometown.

37 They don’t have any similarities but she thinks since 
the city life has its own changes through out years the 
village life has been changed also. Hence she doesn’t 
believe that their life have been changed immensely.

Bipolar concepts in the 
usage

38 None.

Determination of ideal 
living place

39 She believes she cannot make any changes in the 
living room since she has little room to live. If she 
had a larger space she would have done.

Characteristics of the 
doors and windows

40 She can only see the wall and the stairs to the house 
through her front windows because of the elevation of 
the house.



Construction type 
Responder

Date
Address

Information about the households
Kinship related to the father Place o f Birth Age Education Job

Father Yilmaz Sivas 36 Secondary
School

Worker

Wife Senel Sivas 36 - Housewife
Son Huseyin Istanbul 17 High School Student
Son Bekir Istanbul 14 Secondary

School
Student

Son Fatih Istanbul 13 Primary School Student
Son Ridvan Istanbul 5 - -

General information 
about the members of 
the family and their 
backgrounds 
concerning their 
hometown and relatives 
who still live there

1 They have immigrated to Istanbul in 1974. They 
lived at a different district called Sanayi Mahallesi ( it 
is an other squatter settlement close to Pinar 
Mahallesi.) They lived in her uncle’s house. Two 
years later they bought this land. They have still 
friends in Sanayi Mahallesi.

The duration which 
took place in 
constructing the house

2 Her husband designed the house and a worker helped 
him out while building it.

Needs, hopes, and 
desires they had in the 
past

3 Primarily they just wanted “a roof “over their heads. 
It was built according to the wishes of the husband.

One Story, block brick house 
Senel Alacucuk (Sister o f Samiye 
Ocak, interview 3)
July 14,1993
Pinar Mahallesi Camlibel Caddesi 
No: 124

4
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Changing needs and 
priorities

4 First Stage: Her sister and her family shared the house 

in the beginning.

Second Stage: They felt uncomfortable because of the 

direct access to toilet and bathroom from living room. 

So they built an extra room to enlarge the living room 

and they put the toilet and the bathroom father away 

from this room.

Third Stage: They have decided to divide the house 

into two and extend it by adding extra spaces so each 

family can have their own private bathrooms, kitchen 

and a living room. They also added a bedroom for 

children.

Bedroom

Bedroom

Enter anci

1 2 4 /2

Second StageFirst Stage Third Stage
□  Additions to the house

Needs for the future 5 She says even if they have economical means they 

can’t have any changes to the one story house. She 

thinks they have to pull down the house and build 

another with several stories.

Thoughts about Pinar 
Mahallesi

6 While they were looking for a land to buy, this place 

was in demand. They don’t intend to move out. They 

got used to living here. She thinks the best place in 

Istanbul is Sariyer.
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Association with their 
neighbors and 
participating in the 
social activities of this 
neighborhood 

Behaviors related to 
their past
(characteristics of their 
house which they had 
lived in their 
hometown) - plan 
sketches

7 She is contend with her neighbors. She thinks 

neighbors help each other, celebrate their religious 

holidays in a traditional way. She states that the 

district need a civic hall where they can get together.

g She misses her village, people, any thing about her 

hometown. After her children graduate from school 

she thinks her husband can get retired so they can 

move back to their village. She thinks that there is not 

much difference living in a city and a village 

anymore.

O  O  __ _

W
 

c 1 ttvw, ) -

Kitcherfv
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Threshing Fk*

Hopes for the future 9 She desires to live at a house with all equipment and 

with a large garden. ____________

Squatter settlement and its built environment

Thoughts about the life 
style

Satisfaction
degree

Neigbor-
hood

Near
environ

ment

House

Bad ✓
So so V
Good
Very good
Expectations
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Social relations 11 They don’t have any problems.

12 They moved here so they can be close to their 
hometown folks. She states that even a close friend 
from the village lives very close to her house.

Spatial reflections of the 
socio cultural concepts 
on the formation of the 
house

13 She shares the same land with her close relatives. 
Other neighbors are her close friends. So the 
neighborhood factor didn’t play a big role in the 
locating of the houses. They shared the land equally, 
and tried to locate the houses in the center rather than 
locate them apart.

14 The house level is lower than the level of the road, 
Camlibel Street. Before building the house they 
lowered the level of the land from the road in order to 
hide the house from the officers. The house level is 
closer to the other street which is at the back of the 
house. They placed the houses in the middle of these 
two streets.

15 They don’t have any walls or any other for the border 
between neighbors because they depend on each other 
and have respect.

16 They don’t have any precautions when entering the 
land. Guests are met in front of the doorway.

17 There is only one entrance door. The share the garden 
with her neighbors. They don’t have any terrace or 
balcony.

The exterior and the 
interior relation of the 
house

18 There is no garden in front an at the backyard. The 
landscape is very simple, few trees and flowers. If 
they can rebuild the house in block concrete. They 
want to add thus small garden in their planning the 
building.

Space Organization
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Thoughts about the 
plan

19

Space Size Location Complaints How does it have to be?
Kitchen Satisfactory Correct
Bathroom Satisfactory Correct
Living room Satisfactory Correct Dark More light
Bedroom Satisfactory Correct

Relationship between 20
the activity and the
space

Space Day activities Night activities
Master
bedroom

Mother and father sleep.

Livingroom resting and eating Children sleep.
Children’s
bedroom

If the house gets crowded (For 
instance: if they have guests...) 
resting eating

Children sleep.

21
Qualification o f the space for given 

activities
Yes No

Living ✓
Eating ✓
Eating with guests ✓
Putting up guests ✓
Sleeping / rest ✓
Cooking ✓
Bathroom and doing the laundry ✓
Ironning, sewing etc. ✓
Playing games ✓
Study ✓
Storage ✓
Hobby ✓

Space definition and 
separation

2 2 First they built bedrooms and they have used as living 
rooms during the day.
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Space M other Father Child Other
Bedroom
Livingroom
Guestroom
None ✓ ✓ ✓

Does anyone in the family have her or his own place? 
What kind of places are preferred for more personal 
privacy in the house?

They think that they have enough privacy because of 
the location of the house. In the neighborhood they 
either have relatives or very close friends. But they 
prefer the windows facing the street closed by 
curtains.

It depends on the situation if it is not suitable for the 
wife to serve their guests the husband does the serving 
but she prefers whatever necessary in the kitchen. If 
they have close friends or relatives visiting they both 
stay chat at the same room.

The toilet and the bathroom had caused some trouble 
since they were both opening to the living room. 
Therefore they built another bathroom and toilet 
attached to the entrance. This way she claimed that 
they have more in the toilet and the bathroom.

She likes the living room and the kitchen the best. 
She always tries to decorate by changing the 
arrangement of the furniture.

Who shares the bedroom with you?
Households Space Common usage

Mother master bedroom her spouse
Father master bedroom his spouse
Child children’

bedroom
his brothers and 
sisters

Children go out and mother stays in her bedroom. 

None.
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31 Right now they think that the house is a shelter, but 
once they build the house in concrete it will become 
their home.

Interior of the house 
Living and guest room

The location of the 
living room and the 
guest room

32 The living room is in the center. The kitchen and the 
bedroom have direct connection to the living room.

The importance of the 
living room from the 
social perspective

33 They use the living room as a gathering place. It is in 
the center of the house and the TV is in this room. 
Resting and eating functions take place in the same 
room.

The characteristics of 
the furniture

34 There are chairs, a coach, and a buffet (sideboard) in 
the living room. The arrangement of the buffet is very 
neat and pretty.

Household usage 35 The living room is mostly used by elder family 
members. Children prefer to play in the next room, 
(which is used as children’ bedroom) Grand parents 
prefer to sit by the children since there is more light in 
this room.

Traditions and religious 
beliefs

36 They have landscape pictures on the walls but no 
photographs. (In Islam pictorial presentation is 
forbidden.)

Characteristic 
traditions that they 
brought from their own 
hometown.

37 They have same similarities comparing the house they 
had in the village and this house. The function of this 
room is not clear yet.

Bipolar concepts in the 
usage

38 The living room is simple yet clean.
Clean/ Dirty: There is another space for taking off the 
shoes actually reaching to the hall that connects the 
living room and the other rooms to each other.
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Determination of ideal 
living place

39 When they can afford to have furniture like dining set, 
living room set etc. they will furnish the house as they 
wish.

Characteristics of the 
doors and windows

40 The window of the room faces the retaining wall due 
to this, the living room has little light although noone 
can see them from the street they keep the windows 
closed by curtains. The door of the living room opens 
to the hall.
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Construction type
Responder
Date
Address

One story, block brick house 
Kezban Yikmaz 
July 1, 1993
Pinar Mahallesi G18 No: 10

Information about the households
Kinship related to the father Place o f Birth Age Education Job

Father Mehmet Tokat 33 Primary School Blacksmith
Wife Kezban Tokat 33 Primary School Housewife
Daughter Zeynep Istanbul 6 - Student
Son Kemal Istanbul 8 - -

Daughter Sibel Istanbul 3 - -

General information 
about the members of 
the family and their 
backgrounds 
concerning their 
hometown and relatives 
who still live there

1 They have immigrated to Istanbul in 1985. They 
started living in Etiler and lived there for 2,5 years 
later they moved to Pinar Mahallesi. They still visit 
Tokat to see their relatives. They don’t have any 
relatives in Istanbul. They moved to Istanbul after 
they got married.

The duration which 
took place in 
constructing the house

2 They bought the land four years ago. They had the 
house built by a foreman. They had the exterior walls 
done later her husband decided on the interior walls 
and the divisions.

Needs, hopes, and 
desires they had in the 
past

3 Their first desire was to have a “shelter” over their 
heads but nothing else.

Changing needs and 
priorities

4 After the municipality had pulled down the house 
once, they have rebuilt without any changes as they 
would wish due to their economical reasons. The floor 
still doesn’t have any pavement on it.

Needs for the future 5 They don’t want any significant changes but they 
would like to arrange the walls such a way that they 
could have an extra room for their children.



154

Kitchen
Children

Bed

Kitchen Bathroom

WC
Bathroom
WC

room

MasterLiving
roomroom room

room

Present plan Desired plan
D Changes on the plan

T h o u g h ts  a b o u t P in a r  

M a h a llesi
6 They have an apartment in an other section of the city 

but they prefer to stay here. Pinar mahallesi is close 

to her husband’s work. He works in Maslak. She 

thinks this is the best section o f the city.

A sso c ia tio n  w ith  th e ir 7 They are satisfied with Pinar Mahallesi. They

n e ig h b o rs and contribute help in solving the district’s problems, like

p a r tic ip a tin g  in the donating some money to have a mosque in the

so c ia l a c tiv ities  o f  th is neighborhood. They wish to have a civic hall in the

n e ig h b o rh o o d district so the celebrations and ceremonies can be held 
easily.
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Behaviors related to 
their past
(characteristics of their 
house which they had 
lived in their 
hometown) - plan 
sketches

8 They miss their hometown especially the nature. But 
they don’t want to move back. They talk to their 
relatives on the phone every week or so.

2. Bathroom

1. Room] 2. Room

Living room 
(Middle room)

Hopes for the future

She has described the house where she had lived 
before she got married “It had two rooms a living 
room, two bedrooms. It was surrounded by a big 
garden. The house is under the shadow of the trees. 
Although each room had its own bathroom toilet was 
located in the garden. The house was mainly built to 
hold two families”.

9 Even if they have lots of money they would wish to 
stay at a one story house. They prefer their house 
because it is a detached house and it has a green view.

Squatter settlement and its built environment

Thoughts about the life 
style

Satisfaction
degree

Neigbor-
hood

Near
environ

ment

House

Bad
So so ✓
Good ✓ ✓
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Very good
Expectations They desire to finish up the rest of 

the house.

Social relations 11 They don’t have any complaints about their near 
environment.

12 They bought the land with a family from Tokat. They 
didn’t think to settle among other people from Tokat. 
To have a house in Pinar Mahallesi is more important.

Spatial reflections of the 
socio cultural concepts 
on the formation of the 
house

13 The view was taken into consideration while building 
the house. The front elevation faces the view and the 
street. In order to avoid to looking to the next house 
entrance the main door is on the front of the house. 
They have stairs going up to the house. This stair way 
is used by their neighbors too.

14 The view and the street were taken into consideration 
when building the house.

15 They don’t have any borders. The houses are rather 
close to one another. In the beginning they had 
barriers to define the borders because of a 
misunderstanding among neighbors. Later they 
couldn’t afford to have a border. And now no one 
cares for it anymore.

16 There is no control point while entering the property. 
They can easily control outside since the house is 
located higher than the street level. They have a 
balcony in front of the house looking down to the 
street. The is balcony is also working as an entrance 
too.
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17 There is only one entrance to the house which is 
located at the front of the house. It opens to the 
balcony. Balcony leads you to the gateway and the 
gateway opens to the stairs going down to the street. 
They have used the balcony’s one side for storage 
and the other side to sit and chat with friends. 
Children play there. In order to provide a little bit 
privacy in the balcony they put some flowers and 
plants all around the balcony.

The exterior and the 
interior relation of the 
house

18 They don’t have any garden. They take off their shoes 
outside in the balcony. There is no door bell or 
anything that you can actually predict the existence of 
strangers in their territory.

Space Organization

Thoughts about the 19
plan

Space Size Location Complaints How does it have to be?
Kitchen Satisfactory Correct It could be a little bit 

smaller than the present 
one

Bathroom Satisfactory Correct bahtroom and the toilet 
could be seperated from 
each other.

Living room Unsatisfactory Correct Children sleep at 
nights which 
makes the room 
untidy in the 
morning 
Small

It could serve just as 
living room.

Master
Bedroom

Satisfactory Correct - -

Guest room Satisfactory Correct Small It could be big enough 
to put dining set and the 
other furniture together.
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Relationship between 20
the activity and the
space

Space Day activities Night activities

Master Bedroom - Mother and father sleep.
Livingroom sitting, eating, putting up guests Children sleep
Guestroom
Kitchen

21
Qualification of the space for given 

activities
Yes No

Living ✓
Eating ✓
Eating with guests ✓
Putting up guests ✓
Sleeping / rest ✓
Cooking ✓
Bathroom and doing the laundry ✓
Ironning, sewing etc. ✓
Playing games ✓
Study ✓
Storage ✓
Hobby ✓

Space definition and 22 Are the eating and the living activities done in the
separation same place or separated from each other?

23 What kind of places are preferred for more personal
privacy in the house?

Space Mother Father Child Other
Bedroom ✓ z Z Z

Livingroom
Guestroom
None

24 Does the house perform enough privacy for the 
households in the house?

25 Does the sex difference effect the usage of the spaces 
in the house?
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26 Do the bedrooms and the bathroom & toilet have 
enough privacy?

27 Is there any other place in the house that you like the 
best and did you decorate it your self?

28 Who shares the bedroom with you?
Households Space Common usage

Mother
Father
Child

29 If you do not have any private room for yourself, 
where do you prefer to be when you want to be alone?

30 Is there any thing that appears as a status symbol in 
the house? (Observations)

31 Do you feel that this is a home or a temporary shelter?

Interior of the house 
Living and guest room

The location of the 
living room and the 
guest room

32 What are the spatial relations between living room and 
the other rooms? Is there a private guest room. 
Describe the location of the living room.

The importance of the 
living room from the 
social perspective

33 Does the living room have a capability to bring the 
family members together? If yes, how? Is the eating 
area separated from the living room or not?

The characteristics of 
the furniture

34 How does the furniture style in their living room?

Household usage 35 Who mostly uses the living room and the guest room?

Traditions and religious 
beliefs

36 Did you do any changes related to your belief system 
and tradition? How do the beliefs and the tradition 
effect the formation of the living room and the guest 
room?
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Characteristic 
traditions that they 
brought from their own 
hometown.

37 Are there any similarities between the life style in the 
home town and in the city?

Bipolar concepts in the 
usage

38 How do the bipolar concepts effect the formation of 
the guest room and the living room? 
(formal/informal, clean/dirty, private/public, 
male/female, sacred/profane)

Determination of ideal 
living place

39 Describe your dream guest room and living room.

Characteristics of the 
doors and windows

40 Where are the windows located? Are they small or 
big? Why? How does the privacy effect the location 
and the formation of the windows and the doors?
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Construction type
Responder
Date
Address

One story, solid block 
Kezban Ciftci 
July 2,1993
Pinar Mahallesi, Camlibel caddesi 
No:98

Information about the households
Kinship related to the father Place o f Birth Age Education Job

Father Fahrettin Amasya 50 High School Worker
Wife Kezban Amasya 46 - Housewife
Son Ali Istanbul 17 High School -

Son Mesut Istanbul 12 Secondary
School

General information 
about the members of 
the family and their 
backgrounds 
concerning their 
hometown and relatives 
who still live there

1 They immigrated to Istanbul twenty seven years ago. 
They lived in Gayrettepe for about three or four years 
later they moved to Pinar Mahallesi. Some of their 
relatives lived with them for a while in Istanbul. They 
still visit their hometown.

The duration which 
took place in 
constructing the house

2 They bought the land a year later they started building 
They have built their house with the help of couple of 
foremen. They have built the exterior walls and 
moved in over a night. They made their own 
decisions concerning the plan.

Needs, hopes, and 
desires they had in the 
past

3 Their primary aim is to have their own house instead 
of paying rent every month.

Changing needs and 
priorities

4 They haven’t done any major changes instead of 
changing the location of one of the bedrooms’ door 
which opens to the living room. (They canceled this 
door and opened an other one.)
They added an entrance hall.
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Needs for the future 5 When they can afford they will build another house at 
the backyard and make a connection with the previous 
one. Later they want to turn this previous house to a 
shop.

Thoughts about Pinar 
Mahallesi

6 The head of the family heard about this place from his 
friends at the cookie factory where he works. Pinar 
Mahallesi is close to his work. Mrs Ciftci states that 
she likes to live in Pinar mahallesi. On the contrary 
her husband doesn’t like to live here. He thinks that 
they could move as soon as possible if they can afford 
to buy another property in somewhere else in Istanbul.

Association with their 
neighbors and 
participating in the 
social activities of this 
neighborhood

7 She likes the neighborhood. They make contributions 
to the community when they can. They visit friends 
in the district. They point out if they had community 
center where they can hold meetings and discuss their 
common problems they would be happier. She says 
when one lives in a house he/she has better 
neighborhood relations comparing to living in 
apartment houses.
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Behaviors related to 
their past
(characteristics of their 
house which they had 
lived in their 
hometown) - plan 
sketches

8 She misses the work done in the fields at her 
hometown during the harvest time. They are planning 
to move back. Their former house in their village was 
adobe. Each room of that house had the capacity to 
shelter a family.

Property b  ewrounded

Hopes for the future

Rooms at the second floor is shown above. First floor 
consist a food storage room and the kitchen.

9 If she had a chance she would move to an apartment 
building. She thinks apartment buildings show some 
sort of living status. She herself is contend but she 
thinks her children would be happier in an apartment.

Squatter settlement and its built environment

Thoughts about the life 
style

Satisfaction
degree

Neigbor-
hood

Near
environ

ment

House

Bad ✓
So so ✓
Good ✓
Very good
Expectations
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Social relations 11 She is disturbed because of the house in the street and 
the children who play near by.

12 She likes to be with people who came from her town 
she can share the same traditional behaviors. She says 
people who are from different environment may not 
understand one another well.

Spatial reflections of the 
socio cultural concepts 
on the formation of the 
house

13 They have built the house considering the location of 
the street.

14 They have built the house considering the road and 
future needs. They placed the house as much as close 
to the road so they could have a big garden at the back 
of the house.

15 The house is surrounded by a brick wall. They have 
trees around the border of the wall. They had 
problems with the neighbors when having their 
property borders. Trees are not tall enough to keep 
the privacy of the garden.

16 They don’t have any check points while entering the 
property anyone can reach the house easily.

17 There is only one entrance to the house. Here women 
chat and sometimes the wife does some of her daily 
housework.

Exterior and the 
interior relation of the 
house

18 The have planted some fruit trees. The have a small 
path leading to the house. They have blocked the 
bank with stones.

Space Organization

Thoughts about the 
plan

19

Space Size Location Complaints How does it have to be?
Kitchen unsatisfacry correct small -
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Bathroom satisfactory Incorrect Bathroom door 
is opening to the 
living room.

It would be more 
private if bathroom 
door opens to a hall not 
into the living room.

Living room unsatisfactory correct small larger
Guest room satisfactory correct - -  ■ '

Bedroom satisfactory incorrect it is noisy and 
gets easily dirty 
because of road

It would be better if the 
bedroom is located on 
the more quite part of 
the house.

Relationship between 20
the activity and the
space

Space Day activities Night activities

Children’s
Bedroom

putting up guests Children sleep.

Livingroom resting, eating, daily housework -

Master
Bedroom

Mother and father sleep.

21
Qualification o f the space for given 

activities
Yes No

Living ✓
Eating ✓
Eating with guests ✓
Putting up guests ✓
Sleeping / rest ✓
Cooking ✓
Bathroom and doing the laundry ✓
Ironning, sewing etc. ✓
Playing games ✓
Study ✓
Storage ✓
Hobby ✓

Space definition and 22 Living room is the first space that they define and
separation resting and eating activities are still held at the same

room.
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Space Mother Father Child Other
Bedroom ✓ ✓
Livingroom
Guestroom ✓
None

What kind of places are preferred for more personal 
privacy in the house?

She says that since her children have grown the don’t 
feel comfortable when entering the bathroom. Even 
getting dressed has its own problems. She thinks she 
and her husband don’t have enough privacy.

Women usually chat in the living room area, men chat 
in the guest room.

The bathroom and the kitchen are at the back facing 
one another, they are both separated from the living
area.

She likes arranging her sideboard and she does this 
often. She likes this comer of this house.

Who shares the bedroom with you?
Households Space Common usage

Mother Master bedroom Her spouse
Father Master bedroom His spouse
Child Guest room His siblings

She prefers to be in the guest room. She says that 
especially during the day time the guest room is 
enough quite so she can be alone here. ________

The telephone and the side board are the symbol of 
the social status. Each member of the family has 
his/her photograph talking on the phone. _____

They feel that this is their home.

Interior of the house 
Living and guest room
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The location of the 
living room and the 
guest room

32 The center of the house is the living hall so-called 
living room. This area has direct relation to other 
rooms.

The importance of the 
living room from the 
social perspective

33 All the members of the family gather here rest and eat 
here always. They have a separate room which they 
entertain their guest. At nights children sleep in the 
this room which is their guest room.

The characteristics of 
the furniture

34 Furniture consist of a dining table chairs and a sofa. 
A coat rack is seen beside the main entrance.

Household usage 35 All the members of a family use the living area. 
Children study their lessons here. The mother sits on 
the sofa where she would be at the nearest position to 
the kitchen.

Traditions and religious 
beliefs

36 They didn’t do any changes related to their tradition 
and religious beliefs.

Characteristic 
traditions that they 
brought from their own 
hometown.

37 The house has some specialties of the region which 
they have come from. ( Multi-functional rooms) The 
life style has some similarities of their hometown but 
not practiced as a whole. She sometimes cooks their 
traditional dishes of their region.

Bipolar concepts in the 
usage

38 The window of the living area is above the eye level 
and small. By this way they think they have more 
privacy in this area.

Determination of ideal 
living place

39 They don’t have the desired furniture when they can 
afford it they will have a sofa-bed but they don’t want 
too many furniture in this area.

Characteristics of the 
doors and windows

40 This room faces the back yard. The husband 
suggested to have a balcony in front of this area but 
she didn’t like the idea of having an open space, she 
thinks that they wouldn’t have enough privacy.
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Construction type

Responder
Date
Address

One story, block brick house 
Selahattin Pelit 
October 9,1993  
Pinar Mahallesi, G9, No: 9

Information about the households
Kinship related to the father Place o f Birth Age Education Job

Father Selahattin Sivas 56 Primary School Retired worker
Wife Ayse Sivas 56 - Housewife
Daughter Yeter Istanbul 13 Primary School -

Son Kamil Istanbul 17 Secondary
School

Worker

General information 
about the members of 
the family and their 
backgrounds 
concerning their 
hometown and relatives 
who still live there

1 When they first moved to Istanbul they lived in 
Caglayan. They built the house in 1970 and moved to 
Pinar Mahallesi. They have relatives in Pinar 
Mahallesi. They don’t have any relatives left in their 
hometown. So they don’t visit Sivas.

The duration which 
took place in 
constructing the house

2 They only wished to have two bedroom around the 
flowers. The foreman had design and built it

Needs, hopes, and 
desires they had in the 
past

3 They had the house built according to their economic 
situation.

Changing needs and 
priorities

4 They didn’t make any changes after they moved.

Needs for the future 5 If they have enough money in years to come they wish 
to build an apartment with few stories after 
demolishing this house.



Thoughts about Pinar 
Mahallesi

Association with their 
neighbors and 
participating in the 
social activities of this 
neighborhood

Behaviors related to 
their past
(characteristics of their 
house which they had 
lived in their 
hometown) - plan 
sketches

6 They preferred Pinar Mahallesi because Pinar 

Mahallesi was the only place that they afforded to 

buy a land. They have relatives living in Pinar 

Mahallesi. Although he wants to move to Etiler or 

Levent if  they have better income. His wife prefers to 

live here.

7 He is satisfied with the relations o f people living here. 

He says that it couldn’t be any better since people 

have come from all over Turkey and settled. Each 

group has its own traditional background. For this 

reason he thinks that one should not expect much. He 

points out that the community needs a civic hall where 

they can meet and celebrate wedding and holidays.

8 He says that he misses his old town, life, his garden 

and property and the woods they had in their territory.

Wooden structure

RoomRoom

Kitchen

Trashing
Floor

Hopes for the future

The proximate plan of the house that they lived in 

their hometown is shown below. There they lived 

with his father, mother, four sisters and six brothers.

9 He wishes to have a two story house. He wishes to 

have two apartments so he can give one o f them to his 

children. On the ground floor he wants a shop.

Squatter settlement and its built environment
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Thoughts about the life
style

Satisfaction
degree

Neigbor-
hood

Near
environ

ment

House

Bad
So so
Good ✓ ✓ ✓
Very good
Expectations

Social relations 11

12

Spatial reflections of the 13  

socio cultural concepts 
on the formation of the 
house

14

15

16

17

They don’t have any complaints but they wished to
have a bigger garden._______________ ___________

They live close to people who are originally had 
moved from Sivas. His cousin has started to build a
house just beside his house._____________________

The significance of having good neighbors can be 
seen easily. Houses near by are mostly owned by 
their relatives. So they don’t have any property
borders._____________________________________

Streets which surround the property were taken into 
consideration while planing the house. The main 
entrance is on the Camlibel Street which is the major
street of the neighborhood.______________ _______

Since three sides of the border are defined by the 
streets that surround it, there is no border on these 
sides. The other side also doesn’t have any fence or 
anything else for defining the territory. Because 
neighboring houses belong to their relatives.

There is no check up point before entering the 
property.____________________________________

There is only one entrance to the house and there is a 
small space in front of the house where they 
sometimes chat with their neighbors, sitting on that 
wooden bank.



The exterior and the 
interior relation of the 
house

18 They don’t have any garden.

Space Organization

Thoughts about the 
plan_____________

Space Size Location Complaints How does it have to be?

Bathroom unsatisfactor
y

Correct Its door is 
opening directly 
to the living 
room.

It should be far from the 
living room and other 
spaces that people 
socialize

Living room unsatisfactor
y

Incorrect Small and dark Big enough to put up the 
guests comfortably

Relationship between 20
the activity and the
space

Space Day activities Night activities
Master
Bedroom

Mother and father sleep.

Livingroom resting and eating Girls sleep here.
Guestroom watching TV, putting up the 

guests
Boys sleep here.

Qualification of the space for given 
activities

Yes No

Living ✓
Eating ✓
Eating with guests ✓
Putting up guests ✓
Sleeping / rest ✓
Cooking ✓
Bathroom and doing the laundry ✓
Ironning, sewing etc. ✓
Playing games ✓
Study ✓
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Storage ✓
Hobby ✓

Space definition and 
separation

They dine and rest at the same place.

What kind of places are preferred for more personal 
privacy in the house?

Space M other Father Child Other
Bedroom
Livingroom
Guestroom
None ✓ ✓ ✓

They think they have enough privacy in the house.

Their male guests are entertained in the guest room, 
and female guests are entertained in the living room.

The bathroom’s door opens to the living room. The 
odor and the noise coming from the bathroom are the 
problems.

They want to rearrange the kitchen but they still don’t 
have the economical means.

Who shares the bedroom with you?
Households Space Common usage

Mother Master bedroom Her spouse
Father Master bedroom His spouse
Boys Guest room brothers
Girls Living room sisters

When the husband wants to be alone he stays in the 
guest room.

It wasn’t observed.

Home image.

Interior of the house 
Living and guest room
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The location of the 
living room and the 
guest room

32 The living area has direct connection to other rooms 
of the house. The room is in the center of the house. 
They have a guest room.

The importance of the 
living room from the 
social perspective

33 The household gathers in the living room. They spend 
most of their times in this room so the family meeting 
and gathering are held in this room.

The characteristics of 
the furniture

34 they have one sofa, few pillows on the floor and 
chairs. They still eat on the floor as they had done in 
their village.

Household usage 35 Everyone is using this room. Sometimes females are 
more involved in the activities done in this room than 
males. ( Girls sleep here at night. Female guests are 
entertained here if they have male guests at the same 
time.)

Traditions and religious 
beliefs

36 Their religious beliefs had great effect on planning the 
house. They were particularly cautious about not 
orienting the bathroom on the south-north direction. 
(For Turkish Muslims, south direction is holy because 
the Kabee is in the south of Turkey.) they also align 
the house on south-north direction in order to avoid 
making mistakes when they performing namaz 
(praying).

Characteristic 
traditions that they 
brought from their own 
hometown.

37 They still practice their traditional customs for 
instance: Having their meals on the floor. But 
children don’t like it.

Bipolar concepts in the 
usage

38 Formal/informal: Living room is furnished informal. 
Guest room is furnished formal.
Clean/Dirty: The shoes are taken off in front of the 
main door entering to the living room. They use 
slippers in the house. When they go to the bathroom 
they change their slippers.



174

Determination of ideal 
living place

39 Whenever they have economical means. They want to 
have a big living room furnished with a decent living 
room set.

Characteristics of the 
doors and windows

40 Their neighbors’ house is attached to their house from 
this wall. But there is a very small space for window. 
This is where they locate this small window. The 
room doesn’t get enough light because of that.
The living room’s door leads to a small entrance.
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Construction type 
Responder 
Date 
Address

Information about the households
Kinship related to the father Place o f Birth Age Education Job

Father Kastamonu 48 High School Working at a 
bank

Wife Hikmet Kastamonu 44 -

Daughter Istanbul 17 High School
Daughter Istanbul 10 Primary School
Daughter Istanbul 3 -

General information 
about the members of 
the family and their 
backgrounds 
concerning their 
hometown and relatives 
who still live there

1 The couple has immigrated in 1968 from Kastamonu 
to Istanbul. They have distant relatives in Istanbul. 
They visit their hometown once a year.

The duration which 
took place in 
constructing the house

2 They have built the house by themselves without 
getting any professional help and advice.

Needs, hopes, and 
desires they had in the 
past

3 The wife has planned the house. She wanted her 
house to be functional.

Changing needs and 
priorities

4 They haven’t made any changes on the plan other then 
covering the top of the entrance and the depot. This 
additions was hastily put up.

Needs for the future 5 She thinks a terrace is needed to hang the clothes to 
dry. She prefers to live in an apartment house with 
several stories. But they don’t have enough money to 
build one.

One Story, solid block 
Hikmet Ozsoy 
October 9, 1993 
Pinar Mahallesi, G16, No:23

9
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Thoughts about Pinar 
Mahallesi

6 She thinks the district is under-developed. She prefers 
to live in another district of Istanbul, not in a squatter 
settlement.

Association with their 
neighbors and 
participating in the 
social activities of this 
neighborhood

7 She doesn’t like any one, she doesn’t have any friends 
in the district.

Behaviors related to 
their past
(characteristics of their 
house which they had 
lived in their 
hometown) - plan 
sketches

8 She misses her home-town but she doesn’t wish to 
back there. Because she thinks that her children will 
not want to go back.

Hopes for the future 9 She would like to have her house built in reinforced 
concrete with a garden, and balcony and a coal depot.

Squatter settlement and its built environment

Thoughts about the life 
style

Satisfaction
degree

Neigbor-
hood

Near
environ

ment

House

Bad ✓ ✓ ✓
So so
Good
Very good
Expectations

Social relations She doesn’t like the location of her house. The street 
are not well taken care. If something happens like fire 
on an accident it is almost impossible for the 
concerned service to reach the house.
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12 She doesn’t have any people living near by from her 
hometown. If they had the opportunity she would 
have preferred it.

Spatial reflections of the 
socio cultural concepts 
on the formation of the 
house

13 Although the house is independent from three sides 
there is no space to extend. A neighbor is sharing a 
pathway while going into their house but they think 
they don’t have enough privacy. There is no window 
facing the neighbors. All the windows are facing the 
view. At the back between the house and the 
neighbor’s border, there is a space about one meter 
wide. They use this space as a depot after they 
covered the top with a corrugated sheet-iron to keep 
their coal getting wet.

14 They were asked to move from their former house. 
Therefore they bought this property and built the 
house as fast as they could. So they didn’t take the 
house into consideration much in terms of its location 
in the property. The only thing they considered was 
placing the house in the nearest position to the road.

15 They wanted to have fence showing the border of their 
land but they couldn’t afford.

16 They don’t have any check out point at the entrance.

17 There is only one door to enter the house.

The exterior and the 
interior relation of the 
house

18 They don’t have any garden in front. They are not 
using the back as garden either because of the slope.

Space Organization

Thoughts about the 
plan

19 * The design of the house meets with their needs. The 
only complaint about the house is the orientation. The 
main entrance is looking to the north.

Space Size Location | Complaints | How does it have to be?
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Kitchen satisfactory correct - -
Bathroom satisfactory correct - -

Living room satisfactory correct - -
Guest room satisfactory correct - -

Bedroom satisfactory correct - -

Relationship between 20
the activity and the
space

Space Day activities Night activities

Master Bedroom - Mother, father and baby are sleeping.
Livingroom resting, eating, putting up 

guests, studying
In winters children sleep here.

Guestroom putting up guests In summers children sleep here.

21
Qualification o f the space for given 

activities
Yes No

Living ✓
Eating ✓
Eating with guests ✓
Putting up guests ✓
Sleeping / rest ✓
Cooking ✓
Bathroom and doing the laundry ✓
Ironning, sewing etc. ✓
Playing games ✓
Study ✓
Storage ✓
Hobby ✓

Space definition and 22 Kitchen is the first space that is specialized as a space.
separation

23 What kind of places are preferred for more personal
privacy in the house?

Space M other Father Child Other
Bedroom ✓ ✓ ✓
Livingroom
Guestroom ✓
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None

24 The house level is higher than the street level. It is 
oriented to the green view. That is why they think 
that they have enough privacy in the house.

25 Sex difference doesn’t effect the usage of the house.

26 The bathroom’s door is not opening to the living area 
as it has been in other houses. They have planned it 
particularly that way.

27 The wife is decorating the house with plants and an 
aquarium. These are all taken care of by her. She 
changed the color of the kitchen which goes best with 
the equipment in it.

28 Who shares the bedroom with you?
Households Space Common usage

Mother Master bedroom the baby and her 
spouse

Father Master bedroom the babyand his 
spouse

Child Guest room sisters

29 She prefers her bedroom.

30 The guest room and the way they furnished it shows 
that this room is used as a status symbol.

31 Home image.

Interior of the house 
Living and guest room

The location of the 32 After entering a small hall they enter the living room.
living room and the This room has direct connection to the guest room and
guest room the bedroom.
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The importance of the 
living room from the 
social perspective

33 They like this room the best. She decorated the walls 
with her daughters’ photographs. This room looks 
more casual than the guest room which makes it more 
comfortable. That is why this room is preferred for 
family meetings.

The characteristics of 
the furniture

34 They have two couches; one with cupboard on top, 
two arm-chairs, TV set, a portable table, a sewing 
machine, a stove, chairs and some toys. When they 
eat they use the portable table.

Household usage 35 Mostly mother and her daughters use this room.
Father uses the arm-chair which is just located in front 
of TV at nights. During the day mother sits the other 
arm-chair which is located beside the window.

Traditions and religious 
beliefs

36 Although they stated that they haven’t done any 
changes related to their belief system or traditions, the 
arrangement of the furniture in the living room 
reminds Traditional Turkish House, (the 
arrangement of the divan)

Characteristic 
traditions that they 
brought from their own 
hometown.

37 She claimed that they have changed their life style 
because now they live in city. She stated that this is 
the way it is supposed to be.

Bipolar concepts in the 
usage

38 Dirty/clean: They take off their shoes at the entrance 
hall.

Determination of ideal 
living place

39 She wants to have a larger living room so she can 
keep her dinning table always open.

Characteristics of the 
doors and windows

40 They are happy to have their guest room facing the 
view. So they have big windows here.
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Construction type
Responder
Date
Address

Solid block, one story house 
Mustafa Aydogan 
October 12, 1993 
Pinar Mahallesi, G4 Sok. No:3

Information about the households
Kinship related to the father Place of Birth Age Education Job

Father Mustafa Gumushane 59 Primary School Retired
Wife Perihan Gumiishane 59 - Housewife
Son Bayram Istanbul 27 Primary School Waiter

General information 
about the members of 
the family and their 
backgrounds 
concerning their 
hometown and relatives 
who still live there

The duration which 
took place in 
constructing the house 

Needs and hopes, 
wishes they had in the 
past

Changing needs and 
priorities

1 They have moved in November 1957. They started 
living in Maslak first. Another section o f Istanbul) 

They stockbreed in Maslak and continued in Pinar 

Mahallesi for sometime and sold some o f them while 

building their house.

They have relatives in Pinar Mahallesi. They still 

visit their hometown. This family is one o f the first 

settlers o f this neighborhood.______________________

2 They have used their own means and constructed it by 

themselves.

3 They just didn't want to pay extra money for the rent. 

So in the beginning they didn't want much while 

planning the house.

For about two month they lived in a one room “gecekondu". Later they have added a 

wing that includes kitchen and bathroom. Below the three significant stages are shown.

Room Room Room

4r 4
U “ TI7“

jKitcher

First Stage Second Stage Third Stage
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The first house above was used for a while then they rented the place.

First stage They have built a new house keeping in mind the deficient spaces in 
this former house.

Second stage They have built a room near the toilet for their grand mother who came 
and lived with the family. The place for the toilet and the kitchen has 
been added at the entrance o f the house.

Bed- 1 bed
room l ^ r o o r r ^

Living 
TiTcfiel room

Bed
room

RtcRe?

Bed-

u l Z L
Living
room

Grandmother’s
room

c / q f A  Bath

First Stage
A

Second Stage
□  Additional rooms and variations

Needs for the future 5 When they have a better in-come they are planning to 

make some changes in the house. They are going to 

pull down the house and build a five story reinforced 

concrete house.

Thoughts about Pinar 
Mahallesi

6 They like Pinar Mahallesi in terms o f its landscape. It 

is said that there was a stream down the valley before 

the neighborhood got crowded and polluted. The 

stream dried away.

Association with their 
neighbors and 
participating in the 
social activities of this 
neighborhood

7 They are happy to live there. They can easily get 

together with their neighbors for their common 

problems. (Like water, road and etc.)

They celebrate their religious holidays and hold 

traditional wedding ceremonies. They prefer their 

wedding ceremonies to take place at wedding halls. 

They say if  they have a place ( a hall) o f their own 

district they would be happier.
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Behaviors related to 
their past
(characteristics of their 
house which they had 
lived in their 
hometown) - plan 
sketches

8 They miss their relatives and friends in their 
hometown. They still indicate that the life in 
Gumushane (northern part of Turkey) was easier and 
cheaper. Since they often visit their hometown they 
don’t want move back.
When they first started a family they had a very bad 
conditioned single room.
His wife’s father had a well-furnished house. They 
had a kitchen and a bathroom. It was a two story 
house they used to live on second, the first floor was 
used as a stable.

** | < ]  Enterance

Bam Entrance [> ^

Hopes for the future 9 When they have a better economical means they want 
to live in a house with a big garden around it.

Squatter settlement and its built environment

Thoughts about the life 
style

Satisfaction
degree

Neigbor-hood Near
environment

House

Bad
So so
Good ✓ ✓ ✓
Very good
Expectations They say they are satisfied with the life 

they have here. But they show the 
characteristic attitudes of fatalism.

The house takes place at the entrance of the district. 
They are the first settlers. Since the house is situated 
at the top the valley, they have water problem. 
(Because of the weak pressure)
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Social relations 12 While choosing the building-site they preferred to 
build house near by their home town -folks. Due to 
this they don’t have any problems among neighbors.

Spatial reflections of the 
socio cultural concepts 
on the formation of the 
house

13 The building-site has four houses, all belong to them. 
Houses are placed around a garden.

14 The location of the house was determined according 
to the road and the other houses. By three steps they 
can reach the road.

15 The building-site is surrounded by a fence. But it 
doesn’t look firm enough. The border was built on 
according to “gentlemen agreement”. They state a 
boundary has more importance in the beginning. 
Since they have registered at the deed office they 
believe they won’t have any problems in the future.

16 There is no check-up place when entering the site. 
Everyone can easily reach the door.

17 There is one entrance to the house. It faces the road. 
All four houses uses the same garden. Women prefer 
to chat in front of the house.

The exterior and the 
interior relation of the 
house

18 They have decorated the garden with a tree beside the 
house. Before building the neighboring houses they 
have used the land for raising cattle. Nowadays 
children play, they hang washed clothes and to dry 
and women chat.

Space Organization

Thoughts about the 
plan

19 Since the beginning they always thought someday 
they would have a better house in future so they 
brought simple solutions and short-cuts to the 
problems of the house. So they always made changes 
in the plan. This shows they also are not satisfied
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with its design. They have tried to build the toilet at a 
suitable place; after building two times they finally 
found the proper place. When building the house an 
old member of the family moves in so they had to 
solve this by adding an extra toilet._______________

Space Size Location Complaints How does it have to be?
Kitchen satisfactory correct - -

Bathroom satisfactory correct - -

Living room unsatisfactory correct Small and dark Larger and light
Bedrooms unsatisfactory correct small larger

Relationship between 20
the activity and the
space

Space Day activities Night activities Open to the strangers
Bedroom Son uses the room sleeping no
Livingroom resting, and eating - yes
Guestroom entertain the guests sleeping area for guests no

21
Qualification of the space for given 

activities
Yes No

Living ✓
Eating ✓
Eating with guests ✓
Putting up guests ✓
Sleeping / rest ✓
Cooking ✓
Bathroom and laundry ✓
Ironning, sewing etc. ✓
Playing games ✓
Study ✓
Storage ✓
Hobby

Different characteristics 22 Living room is still a multifunctional room which
of using space serves as both resting, and eating area.
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Space M other Father Child Other

Bedroom ✓ ✓
Livingroom ✓
Guestroom ✓
None

What kind of places are preferred for more personal 
privacy in the house?

They feel that they have quiet enough privacy in the 
house since they are surrounded by relatives in the 
neighborhood.

If they have men guest at the house women sit at a 
different place from men do but time comes to serve 
some food to the guest, the woman of the house does 
this.

They have built the bedrooms enough far from the 
living room in order to keep them private.

They like to rest in the living room and view the 
garden. For this reason they have enlarged the living 
room. They have birds and fish for pets and they also
work as decorative elements.

28 Who shares the bedroom with you?
Households Space Common usage

Mother master bedroom spouse
Father master bedroom spouse
Child bedroom brothers

29

30

31

If they want to be alone they go to their own bedrooms. 

The living room shows the status of the family.

The image if home is dominant.

Interior of the house
Living and guest room

Interior space 32 The spatial relation between living room and 
bedrooms is indirect. Especially the toilet is located 
very far from here in order to avoid the bad odors.
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The social importance 
of the living room

33 In this room all the members of the family gather. It 
is the biggest room of the house and is also used for 
guest entertainment. The grand mother's bedroom is 
also used as a guest room since she passed away.

Equipment and their 
specifications

34 They have two buffets (sideboards), a bird cage, an 
aquarium, a sofa, a dining room table and chairs. 
They didn’t have any furniture in their hometown. 
But the house wife’s father’s house in Gumushane as 
they have described it before had the same 
characteristic furniture.

Household usage 35 The living room is used by the retired father and his 
wife.

Traditions and religious 
beliefs

36 They have not made any changes according to their 
traditions and to religious beliefs. However the holy 
Quaran and a platter with an inscribed prayer are seen 
on the wall of the living room.

Characteristic 
traditions that they 
brought from their own 
hometown.

37 They have not carried out the traditions which they 
had in their hometown. They think such values are no 
more in use these days.

Bipolar concepts in the 
usage

38 Clean-dirty: Entrance 
The living room is separated by a door. 
Formal-informal: The living room is formal and the 
bed rooms are informal.

Determination of ideal 
living place

39 They stated that they have organized their living room 
that way due to their economical position. They wish 
to have wall-papers and a well furnished house.

Characteristics of the 
doors and windows

40 The windows of the living room are facing the garden 
and the road. They are narrow and small. The door of 
the living room is opening to the entrance. Privacy of 
the house is kept by the garden. The windows face 
garden and cannot be seen from the road.
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Type A
Section A-A

L^JMf
Street level 
floor plan 
The three 
bedroom 
apartment

Lower Level
floor plan
"One
bedroom
apartment
house"
Alternative 1

A

Lower Level 
Floor plan 
"Shop and storage 
area"
Alternative 2

Type B Type Bx

The house is divided into two separate houses.
The two bedroom apartment is reached from the street level. This alternative is for the families
The three bedroom apartment is reached from the lower level. who still prefer to live as extended families.
Second apartment could be used either for rent or for 
children who are married.

Section Bx-Bx



Type C Type D

Street Level 
Floor Plan 
The three bedroom 
apartment

Lower Level 
Floor Plan 
One bedroom 
apartment 
Alternative 1

Lower Level 
Floor Plan 
Shop and 
storage 
Alternative 2

The generic floor plan is 
adjustable
according to the nature of the 
slope
in the site. So the growth basics 
of the plan works the same way.

; _ □

Si' i

Multi-storey Apartment 
Floor plan

Apartmnent houses are 
specifically designed for 
smaller families. The design 
basics of the floor plan is 
derived from the generic 
house design.

Section D-D

Section C-C



Construction
Stages

The house base is constructed in two stages 
At the first stage, there are kitchen, traditional

bathroom, and multifunctional room.
When they decide to make the new additions 
according to the site conditions (steep, or mild 
slope) they can build the second half of the 
house's foundation and continue to add the 
new rooms.

Changing Process of the House 
Stages:

Additions

Function of this room 
changes according 
changing needs of the 
users through out the 
day. "Sleeping and 
eating area"

Stage

1 bedroom and balcony 
addition

Addition of two 
bedrooms and 
second 
bathroom.

addition of guest 
room

Addition of lower level 
one bedroom 
apartment house or 
shop&storage

When the house is 
divided into two 
individual houses. 
The street level 
apartment's guest 
room turns into two 
bedrooms.
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Three Dimensional Views

Location:
Local Time:
Latitude:
Longitude:
Position of the Sun: 
Azimuth: 117
Altitude: 55

Pinar District, Site 1, Istanbul, Turkey
11:00 AM 24 July 1998
41.02
-29.00

View B

View A View C

Site 1 Bird's Eye View

View A of Site 1
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View C of Site 1

<

4
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Location: Pinar District, Site 2, Istanbul, Turkey
Local Time: 11:00 AM 24 July 1998
Latitude: 41.02
Longitude: -29.00
Position of the Sun: 
Azimuth: 117
Altitude: 55

View A View C

View B

Bird's Eye View of Site 2

View A of Site 2
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View C of Site 2
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