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CHAPTER I

MORMON COLONIZATION PROJECTS UNDER BRIGHAM YOUNG
The Mormon pioneer made his first impression 

on the history of Arizona by the difficult trek 
accomplished by the Mormon Battalion, under the command 
of Col. Philip St. George Cooke, when it mapped the 
first wagon train route through southern A r i z o n a T o  
this same group recognition is given for raising the 
first American flag within the boundaries of the 
present State of Arizona. This event took place on 
December 16, 1846, at Tucson.^ As the battalion 
marched through this semi-arid region, it took note 
of the few fertile valleys which could support settle
ment . Henry G. Boyle noted that the San Pedro Valley 
furnished good feed for animals, such as large herds 
of wild cattle and antelope.̂  Indeed, many of the 
soldiers were so impressed with the future possibili
ties of the San Pedro and Salt River valleys that

^Henry W. Bigler, "Diary of a Mormon in 
California," MS, p. 35.

2Frank C. Lockwood and Donald W. Page, Tucson; 
The Old Pueblo (Phoenix; The Manufacturing Stationers 
Inc., 1930), p. 31.

^Henry G. Boyle, "Extract from the Diary of 
Henry G. Boyle," MS, p. 5.
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when the occasion arose, many chose to come to these
areas to make their homes. Others, because of their
familiarity with the country received requests from
President Brigham Young to build settlements in
Arizona. There were a total of thirty-three battalion

4men who returned to Arizona.
It was only seven years later that members of 

the Mormon Church were again in southern Arizona. In 
1852, while the southern emigrant road was still used 
for westward migration, a group of Mormons traveling 
to California from the southern states were induced by 
attractive offers to stop at Tubac and farm."* The 
attempt proved a failure because of drought and the 
pioneers' unfamiliarity with the seasons in the area. 
These settlers moved bn to California to become a 
part of the group who established San Bernardino.

Dating from the march of the battalion a 
definite interest can be traced which ultimately re
sulted in a great increase in activity by the Church 
in Arizona. In 1864, Henry W. Miller, under the

James H. McClintock, Mormon Settlement in 
Arizona; A Record! of Peaceful Conquest of the Desert 
(Phoenix: The Manufacturing Stationers Inc., 1924), 
pp. 28-29.

^Doris ¥. Bents, "The History of Tubac; 1756- 
1948," (Master's thesis, University of Arizona, 1949)* 
P. 83.



meticulous direction of President Young, led the 
colonizers to the north bank of the Virgin River in 
the northeastern corner of Arizona and founded the 
settlement of Beaver Dam.̂  Although this was the 
first agricultural settlement in northern Arizona 
made by a Mormon party, it was not permanent„  ̂ In 
spite of their good start,® troubles were soon evident. 
Beavers were constantly damming irrigation ditches, and 
in 1867« a river flood destroyed much of the colonists' 
labors. These were the two major factors which caused 
the abandonment of the location.^ In 1875 and 1878, 
however, a new community arose on the same location and 
the town was renamed Littlefield.

Mormon expeditions were sent throughout 
northern Arizona in the late i860's and early I87O's. 
The result was the choosing of several possible sites 
for settlement. These settlements were not boom towns. 
So far as is known, there was not a single mining town

Milton R. Hunter, Brigham Young the Colonizer 
(Sal Lake City: The Deseret News Press,19^0), p.)64.

7McClintock, op.cit., p. 6.
ftDeseret News. March 21, 1865.
9̂Kate B . Carter, Heart Throbs of the West 

(Salt Lake City: Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 1946),
P. 472.
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in the state that was established by Mormons. This 
is outstanding evidence that Church members were not 
interested in exploiting, but rather in building 
settlements.^

The majority of these settlements grew and 
flourished, and today they stand as a testimony to 
the frugality, determination, faith, and courage of 
these pioneers. The apex of their success can be seen 
in the city of Mesa, an early Mormon settlement, where 
in 1927 the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints built the Mesa Temple.

To understand more thoroughly Mormon coloniza
tion of northern Arizona, it is necessary to investigate 
to some degree a few of the doctrines of the Church 
which had a direct bearing upon Mormon colonizations 
in Arizona. For those who came in l8?6 and remained 
to build towns, the Church was the foundation of their 
lives as well as the guiding influence in their social, 
economic, and political affairs. This influence had 
its origins forty-six years previously in the State of 
New York where Joseph Smith received a series of 
revelations which he claimed were from God. The Prophet

10Levi S. Udall, "Mormon Colonization in Arizona," 
Paper read before the meeting of the Westerners, Tucson, 
Arizona, June 2, 1958.



Joseph Smith translated some ancient records, the 
result being The Book of Mormon. The Church which 
was restored contained the philosophy of life which 
directed the actions of those Arizona pioneers. In 
their lives economic factors did not function as 
separate units. Earning a living, recreation, and 
social activities were a part of their religion, the 
central and overlying influence of all their activities.

The desire of the Church to bring The Book of 
Mormon to the-Indians, the strict obedience to the 
orders of Brigham Young in the fulfillment of his 
colonization policy, the doctrine of polygamy which 
was expensively practiced in northern Arizona, and 
the economic system of the United Order had their 
origin in Joseph Smith. A detailed sketch of his 
life, or a full explanation of Church doctrines is 
not called for here. It is necessary, however, to 
make a few comments on the foreraentioned topics in 
order that one may gain a more thorough understanding 
of Mormon activity in the area under discussion.

The Book of Mormon is a history of the origin, 
travels, wars, and religious teachings of ancient 
peoples of the western hemisphere. It relates that 
there were three separate migrations from the Near East 
to South America, and that the Indian civilization which
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existed at the time of Columbus was the result of 
these migrations. The Indians of South and North 
America are, according to Mormon doctrine, the 
remnants of the House of Israel, and as such, should 
have full opportunity to hear again the commandments 
of the Lord and the teachings of His prophets. It was 
only natural, then, that three months after the 
establishment of the Church in April, 1830, missionaries 
were sent west of the Mississippi to bring to the 
Indians the teachings of their ancestors, who lived 
and wrote 1900 years ago in America.

Nothing more of an extended nature of missionary 
work among the Indians was done for the next twenty 
years after this brief attempt. When the settlement 
at Salt Lake City was secure, missionary work among 
the Indians was revived. This was one of the major 
causes for the several explorations of Jacob Hamblin 
in the 1860*8 throughout northern Arizona. In some 
instances his work served as the direct cause for 
settlements, among which may be noted Moenkopi, Tuba 
City, and several others.

^^Parly P. Pratt, The Autobiography of Parley 
P. Pratt (Salt Lake City: The Deseret Book Co., 1950), 
p. 42. r
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Among the many revelations which Joseph Smith 

received was one concerning the practice of plural
1 Omarriage on July 12, 1843♦ Some of the Church 

officials and a few of the members practiced it before 
it was officially declared to the public on August 28, 
1852* After this latter date many engaged in polygamy.
It is most interesting to note that in general those 
who settled in northern Arizona accepted this doctrine.
It is certain that some were sent to Arizona in order 
to avoid trial and imprisonment at the hands of the 
federal officials attempting to end polygamy in Utah.

Soon after the Church had been established,
Joseph Smith saw the need for a communal system of 
living which would aid in the establishment and 
maintenance of Mormon settlements in Ohio and Missouri»
The "United Order" was formally established on February 9 * 
1831#^^ It provided for a consecration of all property 
to the Lord, with each member receiving a stewardship 
which he controlled and managed individually. The

12Nels Anderson, Desert Saints; The Mormon 
Frontier in Utah (Chicago: The University of Chicago 
Press, 1943), p. 319.

2"?̂Doctrine and Covenants, pe 62. This book 
contains all the revelations Joseph Smith received 
during his life* It is considered scripture by the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.



stewardship might be a farm, or a shop. Whatever it
was, any products which were not absolutely needed
for the welfare of the family had to be given to the
Bishop's Storehouse for use by the poor. It was this
same system which was practiced so widely in the
Mormon settlements of northern Arizona.

When President Brigham Young arrived in the
Salt Lake basin, he did not immediately centralize the
newly established settlements. For the first few years
in order to build up a strong series of settlements,
he chose a plan of expansion; and expansion it was from
the very first day. Wilford Woodruff writes in his
journal on the day of his arrival in the basin,
July 24, 184? $ "He ^President YoungJ intends to have
every hole and corner from the Bay of San Francisco

14to Canada known to us."
On July 26, exploring parties were sent out

to make a general survey of the v a l l e y A d d i t i o n a l
parties were dispatched during the remaining months
of 1847• These were assigned to find suitable timber

16and farming areaso By the end of that first year 

14"Wilford Woodruff Journal," MS, July, 1847• 
^Thomas J. Bullock, "Camp Journal," MS.

"Journal History of the Church," MSS, July 26
1847



President Young had gained a considerable knowledge 
of the Great Basin. All the knowledge he obtained from 
these explorations verified the information which he 
had received from Father de Smet. Brigham Young had 
discussed the area with him during the fall of 1846, 
at the time of the exodus from Nauvoo. Other infor
mation was gained from the reports and maps of John C. 
Fremont.^  It was from these reports that the Church 
leaders gleaned useful information about possible 
routes to the south and general geography of the area.

With information from these sources. President
Young sent out the first group of colonizers during the
fall of 184?. They were led by Perrigrine Sessions
and Hector C. Haight. Both traveled north, Sessions
establishing a camp approximately five miles north
of Salt Lake City and Haight continuing several miles

iSto make camp at the present site of Farmington. On 
October 6, 1847, at the first general conference of 
the Church in Salt Lake City, Brigham Young announced 
his plans to purchase land bordering on Weber River, 
which was located forty miles to the north of Salt Lake

^"History of Brigham Young," MSS, p. 308.
2.8Carter, op.cit.. p.235.
19Hunter, op.cit.. p.202.



10
All explorationst however, were not to the north. On 
the suggestion of Capt« Jefferson Hunt, formerly of the 
Mormon Battalion, an expedition led by him was sent to
southern California in November, 1847, to buy seed and

20livestock. When this group returned to Salt Lake City 
on February 13j 1848, President Young had a very 
excellent report of the Mormon Road.^

Throughout the year of 1848, the Mormons began 
to scatter over the Salt Lake Valley. No major 
exploration was done outside of the valley. The pioneers 
were forced to turn most of their attention"to farming 
in order to have enough food for themselves and the 
new emigrants during the coming winter.

In the spring of 1849, President Young commenced 
to make his dream of a Mormon State come true. Early 
in March of that year settlers were called to meet 
in Salt Lake City to form a political government for 
the area. Before that time, the Saints had been ruled 
by a theocratic type of government. In addition to 
accepting the State of Deseret as the new name of the 
State, this convention also provided for a constitution

2®Ibid., p. 36.
21"Journal History of the Church," May 18, 1848. 

Hereafter referred to as Journal History.



which would remain until federal jurisdiction could be
22formed. Through controlling the Great Basin,

President Young saw a greater possibility of finally
obtaining his wish, an outlet to the Pacific. Plans
for such a port were encouraged by the boundaries of
the new state which included at that time a coast line
from Los Angeles to San Diego. The use of the Mormon
Road by returning soldiers, released from the Mormon
Battalion, also strengthened this plan because of

23their favorable reports.
The string of settlements which Brigham Young 

designed to reach from Salt Lake City to Los Angeles, 
was started with the settlement of Provo, or Fort Utah 
as it was sometimes called. This fort was built in the 
spring of 1849, under President Young's personal 
direction. "A colony of thirty men will settle in Utah 
Valley this spring for the purpose of farming and
fishing and instructing the Indians in cultivating the

24earth and of teaching them civilization." Later in

22Orson Hyde, Constitution of the State of 
Deseret (Kanesville, Ohio: ? j l849), p. 41

23"sergeant Daniel Tyler, A Concise History of 
The Mormon Battalion of The Mexican War 1846-1847 
(Salt Lake City: ? , 1881), p. 331.

"Journal History," July 6, 1849.

11
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the spring more extensive explorations were planned.
This is evident from the official announcement of the 
Twelve Apostles, "We soon hope to explore the valleys 
three hundred miles south, and also the country as far 
as the Gulf of California, with a view of settlement 
and a seaport.

On November 23, 1849, preparations were made 
for a new southern expedition. Led by Parley P. Pratt, 
its prime purpose was to observe the natural resources 
of the country.^ The reports of this expedition, which 
were submitted to the authorities in Salt Lake City 
during the month of February, 1850, aided greatly in 
the future settlement of southern Utah. The major 
settlement of that year was in Sanpete Valley, one 
hundred and fifty miles south of Salt Lake City. Many 
other colonies were made this year. They were branches 
of the five main settlements already existing, namely: 
Salt Lake City, Ogden, Provo, Tooele, and Manti.

Brigham Young realized that expansion at an 
accelerated pace could be dangerous to the Mormons.
His policy during I850, was to consolidate and strengthen 
the existing settlements. He wanted to build roads and 
establish postal service between the growing towns. * 2

25 "Journal History," March 9* 1849.
2^Pratt, op. cit., p . 3^5•



Permission for the building of a state road from 
Ogden to Salt Lake City was given by legislation of 
the General Assembly of the State of Deseret in 
February, 1850.27

By the end of 1851, Parowan, two hundred and
28fifty miles south of Salt Lake City, had been settled. 

Interest in southern Utah continued, not only because 
of its agricultural aspects, and as a route to southern 
California, but because of iron deposits discovered 
there. At the close of the year l8$l, three and one- 
half years after the Saints first entered the Salt 
Lake Valley, fifty-seven settlements had been estab
lished within the Great Basin. Six years later the

29total had risen to a phenorainal ninty-six.
Small settlements around Parowan were made by 

John D. Lee in 18$2. He also explored the valley of 
the Rio Virgin, and established the colony of Harmon 
in the southwest corner of Utah.^ To this same 
valley President Young personally led a party of 
seventy-nine colonizers during the same year. Upon 
his return to Salt Lake City he reported, "We found

27
28
29
30

"Journal History," February 
Hunter, op.cit«. p. 352. 
Ibid.

20, 1850.

"Journal History," January 27, 1852
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many fine valleys susceptible, of sustaining large and

31dense population."
Previously discussed explorations had already 

made it feasible to plan colonies in southern Nevada,
and southern California. Early colonies outside of

32the Territory of Utah were San Bernardino in 1852, 
and Las Vegas, Nevada, established in 1855.^ Settlers 
for the latter colony received their "call" at general 
conference on April 6, 1855. Although these were not 
the first settlements outside of the Territory of Utah, 
they were important links in the Mormon Corridor. The 
first colony established outside the territory was 
that of Genoa in Carson Valley, Nevada. There were 
other early colonies. Fort Supply, located twelve 
miles west of Fort Bridger was built in 1853« to be 
a supply station for emigrants on their way to Salt 
Lake Valley. To the north, Fort Lemhi, on the Salmon 
River, was built in 1 8 5 5 Unfortunately, all of 
these settlements were abandoned in 1857, when

51Ibid.. May 29, 1852.
32Andrew Jenson, Encyclopedic History of the 

Church (Salt Lake City: The Deseret News Press, 1941), 
P • 767.

33Carter, op.cit.. p. 22?.
34H. S. Beatie, "The First in Nevada," MS.
35Jenson, op. cit.. p» 739,
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President Brigham Young received information of 
Gen. Johnston's array marching towards Utah. This 
consolidation was very costly. Fortunately* the Utah 
War was of short duration. Through the efforts of 
Thomas L. Kane, a non-Mormon and an old friend of 
President Young, a truce was signed.

The consolidation, which President-Young was 
forced to make, was not easily forgotten. It was 
seven years before any more colonies were made far 
outside of the Territory of Utah. This period, 1847 
to 1857» may be termed the first period of colonization.

During the second period, 1857-67» there were 
a few colonies formed just outside of the territory, 
most of them in southeastern Nevada, and southeastern 
Idaho. Two settlements were also made within the con
fines of the present day State of Arizona. This second 
attempt to settle in Arizona was made at Pipe Springs
in 1863• Later in the same year a colony was made at

37Moccasin Springs. ' Five new colonies were made in 
Nevada. The combined group of these was known as the 
Muddy River settlements. They were named St. Thomas,

£Oscar Osburn Winther (ed.)., The Private Papers 
and Diary of Thomas Leiper Kane; A Friend of The Mormons 
(San Francisco: Gelber-Lilienthal% inc., 1937), p.viii.

37McClintock, op. cit., p. 97•



Overton, Saint Joseph, Logandale, Panaca, and Bunker- 
38ville. They only existed for six years when they

were abandoned in 1871, because of the heavy tax in
Nevada, Some of the families moved to Long Valley,
Utah, but most returned to their homes in the Salt 

39Lake area.
Owing to Indian uprisings led by Blackhawk 

from 1867 to 1872, colonization in Utah during this 
period was greatly reduced. Indeed, it was a hard 
task to protect the settlements already existing.
During the period of these Indian wars, the territorial 
government found it necessary to call 3000 men to

4omilitary duty. Even though the Saints tried to help 
the Indians to raise better crops, and in other ways 
improve their situation, the great expansion of the 
Church startled them. Soon they found more and more 
valleys occupied. From the view of the Church the 
Saints were justified to occupy any land not already 
taken. They believed that the earth was the Lord's, 
and that He gave it to mankind to use and receive full 
benefit therefrom. If a man was not using the land,

38"Warren Foote Journal," MS,
39"James Leithead Journal," MS,
ko,Levi Edgar Young, The Founding of Utah 

(New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1923), p.290.
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it was taken away from him and given to someone who 
would use it. When the Saints saw land not being used, 
they merely used squatter's rights» When a dispute 
arose over land, negotiations were attempted, gifts 
were traded, and an agreement was usually reached.

The third and last period of colonization
under President Young started in 1867, and ended in
1877, at the time of his death. In spite of frequent
Indian troubles, he was especially interested in
establishing colonies outside of the territory.
Pressure from the federal and territorial governments
to stop the practice of polygamy was increasing daily.
The rate of population increase during the i860's was
also a factor in his cause for expansion. From 1870
to l880, a total of 46,513 persons were added to the 

4lpopulation. This great surge caused Brigham Young 
much concern. New opportunities to establish the 
United Order and a revived desire to perform missionary 
work among the Indians also prompted President Young 
to begin an extensive program of colonization. The 
supposition that ?'the Mormons expanded their settlements

Robert P . Porter, Superintendent, Compendium 
of the 11th Census: 1890 (Washington, D.C. Government 
Printing Office, I89O), pp. 217 - 218.
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only as demanded by arrivals" proves to be erroneous. 
During the last few years of his life, Brigham Young 
established nineteen colonies in southern Idaho and 
two new ones in Nevada. Eighteen more in Arizona

43brought the total for this territory to twenty-one.
Not all colonies President Young attempted 

to establish were successful. Most settlers displayed 
a notable degree of wisdom in the selection of areas 
for settlement, but from time to time some made unwise 
decisions. Estimated losses equivalent to three 
million dollars in labor-time resulted from attempts 
to establish colonies that were soon abandoned for 
one reason or another. In some instances abandonment 
was temporary, as in cases where Indians were successful 
in opposing settlers. Indians, however, were not the 
only cause for abandonment. Some times those who chose 
the sites displayed an inability to recognize the extent 
of adverse geographical conditions. Occasionally, a 
colony would fall into such dire straits that financial 
assistance directly from Church funds was necessary.

Charles E. Cummings, "The Mormon System of 
Colonization" (Master's thesis, University of Oklahoma),
p. 68.

43Hunter, op. cit., pp. 361, 362, 364.
• 44William Ellsworth Smythe, The Conquest of 

Arid America (New York: The MacMillan Co., 1905),
pp. 68-69*



At Manassa, Colorado t settlers were given small con
tributions for the purchase of land at #1.28 per acre

Acfrom the State of Colorado. In Arizona, more help
was needed than anywhere else. Of particular interest
is the sum of money that was given to these settlements
in 1877, which amounted to #1,150. In addition, the
Church sent over #10,000 worth of e q u ipment.Again
in I89O, three hundred dollars, chiefly in produce,

4?was given to the Snowflake Stake.
President Young taught that the true and only 

Church of Christ would someday spread all over the 
world. In order for this to occur President Young 
had to make sure that a strong economic foundation 
would be established. The Church also needed to be 
strong in political, social and religious matters.
It is evident that the Mormon system of colonization 
was the outgrowth of many factors. The missionary 
program in Europe and in the eastern part of the 
United States was one factor. Without the program 
migration to Utah would have been much less, and there 
would have been very little need to expand and colonize

"Journal History," December 11, 1877.
Ibid.
"Snowflake Stake History," MS
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Mormon beliefs concerning the significance of the
Indian was another factor. Of course, one must not
overlook the determination, not only of President,Young,
but of Church members in general, to become so firmly
established that never again would they be forced to
flee from their homes as they had been in Ohio,

48Missouri, and Illinois. Polygamy was also a factor 
for colonization. During the iSyO’s and l880's, the 
Church found it necessary to build colonies in Mexico 
and Canada for those fleeing from the authorities.

The success of the colonization program was 
the result of the dynamic leadership of Brigham Young.
He understood the power that he held in his hands, and 
used it for the betterment of the Church. Without a 
doubt, the success of the whole movement of Mormonisra 
was upon his shoulders. Although he was the outstanding 
figure in the colonization policy, one must remember 
that he had many Saints who helped him carry out his 
program. Near the end of Brigham Young’s life his 
prophecy,became a reality.

Feramorz Young Fox, ’’The Mormon Land System,” 
(Doctorate dissertation, Northwestern University, 1930), 
p . 142.
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As the Saints gather here and get strong 
enough to possess the land, God will temper 
the climate and we shall build a"city and a 
temple to the Most High God in this place.
We will extend our settlements to the east 
and west, to the north and to the south, and 
we will build towns and cities by the hundreds, 
and thousands of Saints will gather in from 
the nations of the earth. This will become the 
great highway of nations.^9

Almost all historians will agree that 
Brigham Young was one of the nation’s great empire 
builders. He certainly was one of the foremost 
colonizers, a peerless leader, and a man of great 
vision.

Outstanding in the list of Anglo-American 
colony builders are the names of Calvert, Penn, 
Oglethorpe, Stephen F. Austin, and Brigham Young 
....but it is doubtful if any of these men so 
completely molded his people and their institutions 
as Brigham Young molded the Mormons, and certainly 
none of them had a harder struggle with natureand with neighbors.50

His sculptured likeness fittingly rests in the 
Hall of Fame in the nation’s Capitol.

^9”Journal History,” July 28, 184?.
50Herbert E. Bolton, "The Mormons in the Opening 

of the Great West," The Utah Genealogical and Historical 
Magazine. XLIV (June, 1926), p. 64.



CHAPTER II

EXPLORATION OF NORTHERN ARIZONA, 1863-75 
With the continued growth of settlements 

southward from Salt Lake City, Brigham Young conceived 
the idea of using the Colorado River as a possible 
solution to ever increasing problems, namely, the 
expensive transportation to these southern colonies 
and a better way to help immigrants to Utah. In 1854, 
he began investigating the Colorado with the purpose 
in mind of finding a natural highway to the Utah 
territory. In addition, he thought it would serve 
as a great aid in establishing connections with the 
Indians, or Lamanites, as the Mormons called them.**"

Very little was known at that time concerning 
the navigability of the Colorado, and in order to 
learn if boats could travel up and down this stream,
Rufas C. Allen was chosen by President Young to 
explore the river. In March, 1854, Allen and four 
companions traveled to Las Vegas Springs with a

^Thomas E. Farrish, History of Arizona (Vol.2, 
San Francisco: The Filmer Bros. Electrotype Co., 1915)« 
p* 24.
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ogroup of missionary-colonists. Las Vegas Springs 

was located in the territory of New Mexico. Boundaries 
meant little to Brigham Young, especially if they stood 
in the way of a Mormon Road to Los Angelos. On June 1, 
1854, Allen and his companions departed from Las Vegas 
Springs with Jacob Hamblin as their guide.^ After 
traveling twenty-eight miles they reached the sluggish 
stream and followed its meandering course southward.
They only followed it five days before they returned 
and sent a message to President Young that it was

4impracticable to proceed farther at that time of year.
The task and honor of discovering the naviga

bility of the Colorado was given to Lt. Joseph C. Ives, 
who was sent by the United States Department of War in 
the fall of 1857, to explore the Colorado River for the 
purpose of learning whether it could be used to advantage 
in the transportation of soldiers and military supplies 
to army forts in northern Arizona."* "If feasible, the

^"History of Brigham Young," MSS.
^James A. Little, Jacob Hamblin; A Narrative of 

His Personal Experience, as a Frontiersman, Missionary 
to the Indians, and Explorer (Salt Lake City: The 
Deseret News, 1909)1 p. 33.

4"Las Vegas Stake History," MS.
^Lt. Joseph C. Ives, Report Upon The Colorado 

River of the West (Washington D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1861), p.5.
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river could also be used,u Lt. Ives commented, "for
the transportation of supplies to various military
posts in New Mexico and Utah."-^

While Ives was on this expedition, Thales
Haskell, a member of a Mormon exploring party in the
area, was sent to investigate the presence of a small
boat "The Explorer".'' After spending one night on
the boat he returned with information that explained
the presence of the steamer so far upstream. It was
a military expedition, Haskell reported, sent to
examine the river to learn if it were possible to
send a military force through southern Utah in order

8to subjugate the Mormons.
President Young waited just long enough for

Ive's expedition to return downstream before he sent
George A. Smith and twenty men to explore the Colorado 

oRiver. They also were to explore the area adjacent 
to the river for suitable settlement. Smith and his

6Ibid.
^Little, op. cit.. p. $6.
8Ibid, p. 57. Although Haskell’s report was 

not true, Mormons were very much concerned with the 
expedition because of Gen. Johnston's army marching 
on Utah at the same time Ives was exploring the Colorado 
in 1857.

9 ’James Henry Martineau, "Settlement in Arizona,"MS
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company departed from Cedar City on March 311 1858,
and made their way to the Colorado by following the

10course of the Santa Clara and Virgin Rivers. The
company traveled down the Colorado as far as Beal's
Crossing, but their search for desirable sites was
in vain. Smith sent reports to Salt Lake City which
described prospects in that area most unfavorable.

It is interesting to note that Hamblin
accompanied both expeditions. In fact, if there is
one name that stands out more than any other in
making Mormon settlement of Arizona possible, it is 

11Jacob Hamblin. The expedition to which Haskell
12belonged was under the direction of Hamblin. This 

was his second expedition into the Colorado area, his 
first being in 1854, when he acted as a guide for the 
Allen party. Hamblin had been in southern Utah as early 
as 18531 when he had accepted a call to help colonize 
Parowan. In 1855, he was appointed to preside over 
the Southern Indian M i s s i o n . A  few days after his 
appointment he received the following letter of 10

10Ibid.
Frederick S. Dellenbaugh. Note written by 

his own hand on the inside cover of Little * s book,
Jacob Hamblin, on file at the Arizona Pioneer Historical 
Society, Tucson.

Jacob Hamblin,
Ibid.

"Journal of Jacob Hamblin," MS.



instruction.
The day of Indian redemption draws nigh....

You should always be careful to impress upon 
them, [%the Indians] that they should not infringe 
upon the rights of others, and our brethren should 
be very careful not to infringe upon their rights, 
thus cultivating honor and good principles in _, 
their midst by example, as well as by precept.

Hamblin regarded the Indians at all times as 
brothers who had strayed from the righteous path and 
who might be brought back by the exercise of piety and 
patience."*"'* From l8$4 to 1876, he made fourteen trips 
into Arizona. Most of these were missions of peace 
or missionary work. Others were to .recover stolen 
horses. As he made these trips, he was constantly 
watching for new areas suitable for settlement. Annual 
reports were made by Hamblin to President Young 
indicating possible areas, as well as Indian relations. 
Hamblin's fourth expedition, but his first east of the 
Colorado, was made in the fall of 1 8 5 9 With him on

Ibid.
"^Elizabeth S. Oldaler, "Jacob Hamblin"

Arizona Historical, III (January, 1931), pp. 106-10?
^Frank C. Lockwood, Pioneer Days in Arizona; 

From the Spanish Occupation to Statehood (New York: The 
MacMillan Co., 1932),p. 308.

Little, op. cit.. p. 62.17
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this trip were seven missionaries. On November 6, they
reached the Hopi villages, where Thomas Shelton and

18Haskell remained to perform missionary work. In the
spring of i860 these two men returned to St. George
and reported that the Indians were kind but unbelieving.
They also retold the Hopi legend which explained that
three prophets had to return to the Hopi before they

19could move from the mesas to another place. ' Even
though the Indians were unbelieving, the missionaries
did not abandon them. In the fall of i860, another party
of missionaries was sent to the Hopi mission for one 

20year. Among them was an Indian named Enos. During
this time George A. Smith Jr.., one of the missionaries,
was shot three times by a Navajo Indian from Fort
Defiance while Smith attempted to retrieve a horse

21which had wandered from the camp. This incident 
occured on November 2, i860. He was hastily wrapped in 
a blanket and left in a hollow place in a rock by the 
side of the trail. The persuing Indians did not give

"Little Colorado Stake".
19The missionaries had attempted to induce some 

of the Hopi Indians to move to Utah, where the Indians 
could learn more of the advanced ways of agriculture.

20 ,"Little Colorado Stake".
Little, op. cit.. P« 79



them time to bury him. Fortunately, the party escaped 
and returned to St. George, Utah.

Hamblin's sixth expedition into northern 
Arizona was a most unpleasant one, for his sole purpose 
was to bring back the body of Smith. Several months 
had passed since the incident when he arrived at the 
place. All that was left of Smith's body was the skull 
and a few large bones. These were put in a sack, taken 
to Salt Lake City, and given proper burial.

In 1862, Hamblin departed again, this time he
22traveled around the Grand Canyon. He accomplished 

this by going southwest of Sti George, through the 
Grand Wash, then east to the San Francisco Mountains.
He crossed the Little Colorado and traveled directly 
north to the Hopi villages. On his return trip 
Hamblin followed the old established route by way of 
the Crossing of the Fathers.

In the following year, 1863, Hamblin again 
visited the Hopi, taking the same route as the previous 
year, only this time he stopped at Havasupai Canyon.
He was accompanied by Apostles Erastus Snow and 
Orson Pratt, Lewin Greely, and three friendly Hopi

2 8

Parrish, op. cit.. p. 23



Indians who had previously gone with him to St. George.
On the return trip in 1864, they crossed the Colorado

03at the mouth of the Paria River. This was a new
crossing point and proved to be the easiest. It was
this crossing point that the pioneers used during the
following years. Here in l8?2, John D. Lee established
a ferry, and from thereafter the crossing was known as 

24Lee's Ferry.
The settlers often had difficulty with the 

Indians stealing horses. Hamblin was called again 
to help the settlers after an Indian raid had driven
off a large herd of horses. He gathered sixteen men,

2 *5and departed from St. George on March 15» 1864. It 
was on this trip that a wager was made concerning 
Hamblin's accuracy with a rifle. One of the party 
stated that Hamblin could not shoot the bottom out of 
the bowl of a pipe at a distance of twenty-five yards. 
Hamblin accepted the wager, and accomplished the task 
in short order. This camping site became known as 
Pipe Springs after the shooting was finished.

23■Joseph Fish, "History of Arizona," MSS.
24Amazing Historical Markers in Arizona (Vol 1 

Phoenix: Arizona Development Board, 1958), n.p.
^ “Little Colorado Stake".
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Arriving at the Colorado on March 22, they built a
raft and crossed the river at the mouth of the Paria.
The Hopi village of Oraibi presented a welcome sight,
for here they found approximately three hundred Indians

28of a generous hospitality. They also visited the
29village of Schongopovi. Hamblin and-an interpreter,

Ira Hatch, conversed with the chief of the latter 
village and invited him and his people to cross the 
Colorado in order to visit or settle among the Mormons.^  
The chief replied that they would not move their homes 
until three prophets had told them to do so. Unable 
to locate the stolen horses, the group returned to 
Santa Clara, Utah, northeast of St. George, on April 10, 
1864.32

Although Hamblin was the outstanding explorer 
of this period in northern Arizona, other men also braved 
Indians and hardships to fulfill the will of Brigham . 
Young. One such man was Anson Call. On November.1,
1864, Call was appointed by President Young to establish

27

Ibid.
Little, op. cit.. p . 33.
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33a colony directly on the Colorado. His instructions

were: "Take a suitable company, locate a road to the
Colorado, and form a settlement at or near the landing

34which will be established." During the same month 
the Deseret Mercantile Association was formed by the 
leading merchants of Salt Lake City. Call was 
appointed official agent for the association, as well 
as immigration agent for the Church.^ It was the 
purpose of the association to ship merchandise from 
New York by way of Panama, the Gulf of California, the 
Colorado to Call's Landing, thence overland to 
Salt Lake City. San Francisco would also serve as a 
port of supply to Mormon settlements in southern Utah.
The San Francisco Bulletin of January 13, 1865, printed 
words of encouragement for this trade. "When steamboats 
ply with regularity up the Colorado River to the 
junction with the Rio Virgin, we shall see a large 
mercantile business grow up between California and the 
State of Deseret.

"Journal of Brigham Young," MSS.34Salt Lake Telegram, January 3, 1865.
^ United States V. Utah: Complainant's Exhibit 

No. 624, Historian's Office, Salt Lake City, Utah., 1864.
«% fT

San Francisco Bulletin, January 13, 1865• It 
is interesting to note that the Territory of Utah was 
created in 1850, but as late as 1865 reference is still 
made to the State of Deseret.
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Call and his companions, James M. Whitmore,

James Davids, and Angus M. Cannon, departed from
Salt Lake City oh November 15, 1864.^  They arrived
at Santa Clara, and asked-Hamblin to be their guide

38as well as their interpreter.^ Some weeks elapsed
before they selected a black, rocky point on the bank
of the Colorado as a good site on which to build the
warehouse. The date was December 17, 1 8 6 4 Rough,
black rock was the only stone discovered for building
purposes. The site was a quarter of a mile below the
mouth of a wash, fifteen miles upstream from the
location of the present Hoover Dam, and thirty miles

40to Las Vegas Springs.
During the summer, Call wrote a letter to his

son in England describing the landing and the surrounding
area in a few choice words, "It is a barren and sterile 

4lcountry." In spite of difficulties, the work continued 
and soon a roof was put on the crude warehouse. This 
was accomplished by placing a cloth, prepared for this

■^Anson Call, "My Life History," MSS.
*2 Q Salt Lake Telegram. January 3, 1865.
39Will C• Barnes, Arizona Place Names; University 

of Arizona Bulletin (Tucson: University of Arizona, 1935), 
p. 305.

40"Little Colorado Stake".
41Call, op. cit.. n.p.
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purpose, over the top of the warehouse. The cloth was
then coated with pitch. Upon completion of the building,

1±2a cargo of goods was shipped from San Francisco. At
the mouth of the Colorado one hundred tons of goods and
lumber, destined for Call's Landing, were unloaded.
These were then placed on a barge and pulled up the river

43by the steamer "Esmeralda". The steamer reached a
point within twenty-five miles of Call's Landing, when
Capt. Thomas E. Trueworthy heard that the settlement
had been abandoned; therefore he left his cargo at 

LLLa Paz. Trueworthy1s information was correct. Call
and his group had deserted the settlement, in spite of
the Arizona legislature making it the hew county seat

4 3for Pah-Ute County. v The reason for this abandonment 
was the building of the transcontinental railroad which 
could transport immigrants and merchandise to the 
Territory of Utah faster and cheaper.

Had this plan for a port on the Colorado been

LoThe ruins of the 618,000 warehouse, which 
stood many years, now lie. submerged in the waters of 
Lake Mead.

"Journal History," March 29, 1865♦ 
kIbid.
Barnes, op. cit., p. 71.
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successful, the settlements in northern Arizona would 
probably have prospered.

It was not until October, 1869, that owing to 
the loss of cattle and horses through Indian thievery, 
Hamblin was asked again by the authorities of the 
Church to travel to the Hopi towns, and find out if the 
Navajos were the only tribe raiding southern Utah

On February 25« 1869, they 0the Indians] made 
a successful raid in the vicinity of Harrisburg, 
driving off considerable stock; but they gave no 
further trouble in this part of Utah, though they 
went further north, and drove off several thousand 
head of cattle and horses. These raids were 
devastating southern Utah, and during this time 
Jacob Hamblin was endeavoring to have them stopped.
He visited the Hopi villages several times for the 
prupose of securing help.47

Although many attempts were made to find the Indian
raiders, they were in vain. Hamblin had always hoped
to make treaties between the NaVajos, the suspected
thieves, and the Mormons. He was also interested in
making peace with the Shivwits, a tribe located south
of St. George, Utah. He had success with this latter
tribe in the fall of 1871, when he and Maj. John ¥. Powell

48went to the Mt. Trumbal area to visit the Shivwits. 46 * 48

46Little, op. cit., p . 100.
4?'Fish, "History of Arizona".
48William Culp Darran, Powell . 

Princeton: Princeton University Press,
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Maj. Powell was especially interested in these 

Indians because while exploring the Colorado in this 
area during the previous year three of his men had 
disappeared. He was reasonably sure that the Shivwits 
had killed them, and to prevent further losses to

kqhis group he wanted to visit the tribe. Having
talked with President Young, Powell received the advice
that he should contact Hamblin to act as guide and
interpreter.**® Hamblin welcomed this opportunity to
make a treaty with the Shivwits.

This peace delegation departed September 9, 1870.
Soon they encountered the chief of the tribe, and a
peace talk was held. After conversations, the Indians
admitted killing Powell’s men because they thought
they were miners. Both sides were satisfied when a
promise of peace was obtained.**1

After leaving this tribe, Maj. Powell became
interested in the Hopi villages, and asked Hamblin to

52guide him there. This Hamblin agreed to do, but in 
turn he asked the Major to accompany him to Fort Defiance, 49 * 51

49Ibid., p. 154.
**®Hamblin, ’’Journal of Jacob Hamblin". MS.
51Ibid.

Darran, op. cit.. p. 157.52



where several thousand Navajos were gathering for their
annuity, given by the United States government. It was
Hamblin1s purpose to obtain a peace treaty with the
Navajos also. Aided by Capt. F . T. Bennett of Fort
Defiance, the peace council commenced. Hamblin explained
the evils of the war that was now in progress and which
was started by killing two men and driving off their 

53stock.^ As a result,
Neither party could trust their sheep out of 

sight, through fear that they would never see 
them again. They dare not send their flocks out 
into the mountains where grass was abundant and 
the result was, that they are poor meat, and 
many times not enough of that.... Our horses and 
sheep would be fat. We could sleep in peace, 
awake in the morning and find our property safe.

The talks continued for several days and on November 5,
a treaty of peace between Navajos and whites was
established.'*'* After this treaty of 1871, the Indian
frontier in southern Utah and northern Arizona became
peaceful and settler activity increased.

Shortly after the treaty an extensive survey 
of the Little Colorado area and south to the Tonto 
Basin was begun by Lt. George M. Wheeler and his group.^

36
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By 1878, the survey was completed and a large part of 
northeastern Arizona was mapped with some accuracy for 
the first time.^^

Although the northern part of Arizona had 
been crossed and explored several times, it was still 
recognized as a wilderness. No one had attempted to 
settle there, because no minerals were found, and the 
land was of poor quality. Also the Indians were still 
a constant source of trouble in spite of the peace 
treaty.

In the St. Johns area a few settlers were 
making feeble efforts to establish homes, while others 
drifted, looking for mines. Although Hamblin had made 
many trips to northern Arizona, the Mormons were not the 
first settlers of that area. One of the earliest 
settlers was W. R. Milligan. He entered this part of 
the country in 1866, and built a cabin in the valley.**®

On July 12, 1869, Corydon E. Cooley, Alvin F. 
Banta, and Henry W. Dodd left the Zuni villages in 
western New Mexico with a small party of Indians to 
hunt for a gold mine. They passed through the country

cQ
Joseph Fish, "History of the Eastern Arizona 

Stake of Zion," MS. p. 3« Hereafter referred to as 
History of Eastern Arizona.



38
a little north of Show Low, then went to the Cibecue, 
where they found the Indians to be very hostile. 7

The following year, 1870, a man by the name 
of John Walker was employed to carry express between 
Fort Wingate and Fort Apache. He built a shanty on 
the banks of the Little Colorado about five miles 
below St. J o h n s . I n  1872, Cooley, who had been a 
soldier fighting against the Apaches, and Marion Clark, 
settled in the upper Silver Creek area. Cooley had 
known of this fertile location since 1869, when he was 
in the area looking for gold.^ In I87O another non- 
Mormon, Luther Martin, settled in a small valley on the 
Little Colorado about two miles below the present 
Woodruff. Martin soon abandoned this place and went 
to St. Johns.

Among these early locations one must list 
Berado’s small camp. Berado, a Mexican, settled six 
miles west of the present Holbrook. . He built a house 
and maintained a trading post. Berado was rich since 
he had been one of the party which discovered gold at 
Rich Hill.^ The following year a few Mexicans settled

59'rish, "History of Arizona".
^Fish, "History of Eastern Arizona".
62. "Edward Van Metre, "The Early History of Show Low, Arizona".
^Fish, "History of Arizona".
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around Berado's trading post and built temporary huts. 
These Mexican settlers did not stay long. In the spring 
of 1872, they moved eastward and settled at the town of 
St. Johns. Solomon Barth and a few other white men had
settled in St. Johns, which slowly grew into a wild

6 3frontier town. *  Like most frontier towns, it had its
proportion of renegades, both American and Mexican.

St. Johns and Show Low attracted more settlers
than any other area during the early iSyO's. In l873«
James M. Stinson and his partner, a Mr. Evans, settled
on a tract of land north of Show Low. This location
ultimately became Snowflake —  a prosperous Mormon
center. Stinson and Evans had made a considerable
amount of money by furnishing Gen. Crook's troops with
beef. Evans, left after a short time and Stinson became

64the sole owner. Up until the time the Mormons came 
into this area, Cooley and Stinson were, the largest 
land owners on Silver Creek and its tributaries. They 
possessed the most fertile spots and controlled almost 
all the water. When the Mormons arrived in 1877-78, 
Cooley and Stinson told the Mormons that there was no 
water to spare, and therefore no room for new settlers. 
This action made it difficult for Mormons to obtain

rish, "History of Arizona".
64Fish, "History of Eastern Arizona"
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locations when they came into the area. The claims 
of Milligan and Barth of Round Valley and St. Johns 
were as extensive as Cooley's and Stinson's. Ammon M. 
Tenney, a Mormon, was finally able to buy all of Barth's 
land, with financial backing from the Church. It was 
then possible for the Mormons to move into Round Valley.

During the months that followed the peace treaty 
with the Navajos, which Hamblin had been so instrumental 
in obtaining, Mormon interest in the area increased.
In the winter of 1872-73» Hamblin and Lorenzo W. Roundy, 
with a party of twelve men, arrived from southern Utah 
and made explorations near the source of the Verde River 
and traveled around the San Francisco mountains. This 
expedition was looking for places to establish new 
settlements. They had a difficult trip because of 
snow, and finding no possible locations, they returned 
to Utah. On their return, Hamblin established a wagon 
road from the Little Colorado to Kanab, Utah, by way of 
Lee's Ferry.^ This was the road which the pioneers used 
when they came from Utah in 1876.

On March 8, 1873> a number of missionary 
colonists assembled in the tabernacle in Salt Lake City,

^Letter from A. M. Tenney, June 22, 1890. 
^ Deseret News. March 2, 1873.
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where they received instructions from President
Brigham Young. President Young told them that they
were being sent to northern Arizona to help.establish.
a new colony. He once again read the names aloud. At
this time he also established a rendezvous point at
Pipe Springs, Kane County, Utah. The pioneers were to .
assemble at the earliest possible date. Horton D.
Haight was appointed to lead this expedition which was

67comprised of one hundred men and six women. ' Other 
instructions given by Brigham Young included warnings 
not to be too trustful with the Indians in the area 
of Winsor Castle. Under no circumstances were they to
sell ammunition to the Indians,"for they are warring (sic]

68against our government." The route chosen was the 
wagon trail which Hamblin had mapped during the previous 
winter.̂

After all the pioneers had met at the designated 
rendezvous, Pipe Springs, they continued their route 
westward over the Kaibab Mountains, passing House Rock 
Springs, to Lee’s Perry where they crossed the Colorado 
on May 11, 1 8 7 3 On the twenty-second this colonizing

^Fox, op. cit.. p. 98.
68"Journal History", March. 8, 1873.- 
69Andrew Amundsen, "Journal of Andrew Amundsen," MS. 
70Ibid.
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expedition reached their destination, the Little 
Colorado, or as the Spanish called it, Rio de Lino 
(Flax River) ê"*" What they found was indeed a dis
appointment. For, instead of green grass and clear 
water, they found parched alkaline soil and thick 
muddy water. Haight decided that before he ordered 
the whole expedition onward, he would send a small 
exploratory party up the river to discover if there 
were any rich farm lands, or good water. After an 
eight day journey, covering one hundred and thirty- 
six miles, the party of fifteen men returned to Black 
Falls with discouraging reports of the territory ahead. 
The ground was barren, the soil continued to be alkaline, 
and the water continued to be just as muddy. According
to Haight, there was not one single area which was

72suitable for settlement.
15th - Sunday. meeting, speachfsicj on 

patience. Haight good, all going well in camp.
He said that he for one felt determined to stay 
until further orders were received from Church 
headquarters; but said that he did not feel to 
coax those who felt discouraged to stay.73

Waiting for instructions was too strenuous 
for many. Groups with ten or fifteen wagons soon
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departed for Utah. Haight had sent a dispatch to 
President Young, stating conditions of the area and 
suggesting that the plan of settlement in the Little 
Colorado area be abandoned. Haight thought that he 
and those who desired would camp at Navajo Springs 
while waiting for an answer. It was not long before 
they also became discouraged, and before . the answer 
from Salt Lake arrived, all had crossed the Colorado.
When Haight finally did receive the message, he found 
that President Young directed the members of the party 
to remain in Arizona no matter how muddy the water,

74how dry the alkaline soil, or how scarce the grass.
However, it was too late. The majority of the party

75had already disbanded. President Young was un
doubtedly very angry with this feeble attempt by those 
of so little faith.

During the following year Brigham Young ordered 
another expedition southward across the Colorado. The 
party departed from Kanab on February 6, l8?4; however, 
it also failed to find a suitable place for settlement•^  
Even though there had been two negative reports

Ibid.
Ibid.

William H. Solomon, 11 Journal of William H. 
Solomon,u MS.



concerning the Little Colorado Valley, President 
Young was determined to send settlers there, no matter 
what the cost.

Capt. James S. Brown, a military man of Mormon 
Battalion fame, and a small party, was the third 
expedition to explore the Little Colorado Valley for 
possible settlement sites. Being accustomed to 
receiving orders and obeying them, Brown received 
his "call" at general conference in October, l875«^
On October 30, he departed from Salt Lake City, and 
traveled the well known wagon route. He arrived at

78the Indian village of Oraibi on the 4th of December.'
Here they performed missionary work among the Indians
for a few days before,traveling on to Moenkopi, where

79they built a stone house for winter quarters. Brown
and three others continued to the Little Colorado which

Anthey reached after traveling twenty-five miles.00 
Here they had a very unusual experience, and one which 
was never duplicated again in the history of the Little 
Colorado area. They reported that they found "con
siderable good soil, being alluvial and rich....and

44
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fine open country, with water plentiful and grass
abundant.1' These same conditions existed,, Brown
stated, for a distance up the river for over seventy-
five miles. Brown explored twenty-five miles east of
Sunset Crossing, and then turned his party west to
the San Francisco Mountains. After he had explored
the forests, which later became the source of lumber
for the Little Colorado communities, he returned to
Moenkopi a few days after Christmas.

Brown returned to Salt Lake City as soon as
possible. He arrived January 14, l8?6, to report his

82most favorable findings to Brigham Young. At last
President Young was pleased with what he heard —  a
report of rich soil, clear water, and plentiful grass.
Now at last he could send colonists into the area, and
this he immediately proceeded to do. In an interview
with the Deseret News, Brown again affirmed his findings;

Q - What is the nature, quantity and quality 
of the grass from where you strike the 
Colorado river?

A - Good and abundant, by picking your places.
Q - This being the case, why recommend going 

25 miles higher?
A - Because above that, the water is pure, 

with a broader country, and greater 
facilities for farming. ^
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It is apparent that Capt. Brown may have been 

a very excellent army man, but he certainly was not 
versed in what constitutes good: soil. To say, that 
the area in or around Black Falls was a good area 
for settlement was an exaggeration of the potentiality of 
soil, water, and general farming conditions. The 
Mormons never settled in this area. Instead they had 
to move up the Little Colorado valley fifty-five miles 
before finding a likely place, and then only one out 
of the four original settlements scratches out a living 
from the alkaline soil and the brackish mud that was 
called water. True, in the Mogollen Rim area was good 
farming land, with clear water, but this was not the 
Little Colorado Valley. Why Brown presented such a 
favorable report is still a mystery, and perhaps will 
always be so, but some possible explanation may be 
offered. Concerning the grass, perhaps the winter of 
1875-76 was very moist, and rainfall was heavier than 
usual, resulting in a greater amount of green grass.
Also it is noted that in the winter, grass does grow 
throughout the area, but it drys up as soon as the

84climate becomes warmer.
As for the soil, it may have been a case of

84Interview with Byron C. Lewis,-November 311959*
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not explaining exactly where this good, rich, alluvial 
soil was located. From the information so far researched 
it is evident that he was talking about the Mogollon 
Rim country. The colonists, however, were not sent to 
this good farming land, but to the desert area. Evidently 
there was some misunderstanding. Perhaps Brigham Young 
sent the colonists to the desert in an attempt to try 
their faith, or to "make the desert blossom as a rose" 
as they had done in Salt Lake City. One other possible 
explanation is that the information he received was 
erroneous.

Again, the water situation appears to be a case 
of misunderstanding. All of the Little Colorado con- 
taines nothing but muddy, brackish water, with exception 
of course of the sources of the river which are located 
in the upper Mogollon river area. Water in the Little 
Colorado area had always been a problem with early non- 
Mormon settlers, yet Brown reports clear and abundant 
water in the river. The settlers who arrived in March, 
1876, only three months after Brown had seen this clear 
water, found nothing but muddy water which was so thick 
that to obtain a quart of drinking water, it was 
necessary to let a barrel full of mud stand for a day

O cor two. ^

85"Little Colorado Stake"



One other possible answer is that Brown was 
afraid of President Young, afraid to bring back 
another "Haight” report of barren waste land„ Whatever 
the reason, and it is probable that the truth is still 
hidden in a dusty, yellowed journal, hundreds were to 
suffer because of Brown's selection. Some surrendered 
to discouragement, and others to death.



CHAPTER III

SETTLEMENTS ON THE LITTLE COLORADO IN 1876
Because of the favorable reports forwarded by

Capt. James S. Brown, Brigham Young decided to make a
second attempt to settle the valley of the Little
Colorado. Even though President Young was the Prophet,
some looked with skepticism on his decision. "President
Young urges the settlement of Arrizona [~sic*3 some looked
on it as extreem '["sic,*] in him —  some said it could not
be done 1 Brigham Young called a special Bishop's
meeting on the evening of January 9, 1876, in Fireman's

2Hall at Salt Lake City. The purpose was to select
two hundred families to go on a mission to Arizona,
where they would settle on the banks of the Little
Colorado or its tributaries. It was also at this
meeting that the areas in Utah from which these
families were to come were chosen. Forty-one were to
come from Salt Lake C i t y o n e - h u n d r e d  and sixty from

4northern, central, and southern Utah. Acceptance of

Andrew Jackson Allen Journal/.' M&Si .Original is 
in the possession of Mrs• Mickelson of Draper, Utah•

^"Journal History," January 9, 1876.
3-'"Little Colorado Stake,".
4Ibid.
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the "call" meant that newly-built homes and farms had 
to be sold or leased. "Who will go,"said one settler,
"will leave fathers, mothers and all for the gospel 
sake".^

The next step was to call a meeting in Salt 
Lake City at which the four leaders of the expedition 
would receive special instructions. President Young, 
some members of the Twelve Apostles, and Capt. Brown 
spoke at this meeting on January 29, in the fourteenth 
Ward meeting-house. Brown gave instructions concerning 
the country through which they would be traveling, and 
what they could expect in the way of water holes, feed 
areas for their livestock, and Indians.̂  Such infor
mation proved very valuable. President Young explained 
that the purpose of this missionary expedition was to 
colonize and possess the land, to establish and develop 
the United Order, and to build a stronghold from which 
to promote the Indian Mission among the Navajo, Hopi, 
and Apache tribes. In addition, he told the group, 
these settlements would also serve as a haven for
polygamous families which were being driven into exile

7by new and stringent anti-polygamy laws.

L . Christensen Journal," MS.
6Maud Bliss Allen,"William Coleman Allen," MSS.
7Prest Samuel Smith,"Mormon Settlement in Arizona,” 

A speech given at the St. Joseph Jubilee, 1937.
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Under President Young's direction, the Saints

were to live in the new settlements as one great family,
sharing alike in their needs and working together for
each other's interests. As for the organization of
the expedition, the missionaries were divided into
four companies at this meeting. Lot Smith of the
Utah War fame, George Lake, William C. Allen, and
Jesse 0. Ballinger were chosen as respective presidents

8of the companies. In choosing Lot Smith, President 
Young reputedly stated that he knew Smith to be "a 
man, who would go and stay put, and not give up the
ship,

On February 5, Brigham Young wrote that the 
Arizona mission was fairly well organized, and that 
many of the "brethren" were already on their way to 
Kanab, Utah, their rendezvous point. They had been 
told to leave as soon as possible, and to travel alone 
or, preferably, in groups to Kanab, where they were 
then to organize companies with no less than ten wagons 
in each.10 They were not allowed to form larger 
companies because of the scarcity of water between the

o
"Journal History," February 5, 1876.

9Ibid.
"^Little Colorado Stake History,"MSS.



Colorado River and Moenkopi.^
The necessity of* arriving at their destination 

in time to plant spring crops resulted in many of* the 
missionaries making hasty preparation. The case of 
William C. Allen was a typical one. Andrew Jackson 
Allen, William's father, wrote in his journal:
"Feb. 6, 1876• My son, W. C. Allen, started on his 
mission to arrizona some of the Brethren of the 
Seventies undetook to get Enough of the Brethren to 
agre to tend to his farm in his absence tho that fel 
thro and after he was gon I rented it out. psicj 
Some did not have time to sell their property, and 
those who did were rarely able to sell at full value. 
Many a husband left his wife or wives and children 
behind, thinking it was better first to go to Arizona, 
build, and then return for his family.

On February 3» the first missionaries began 
their southward trek. This group was from Weber County 
and numbered twenty-two persons. A brief description 
states that they were a fine company of young men, 
stout, rugged, and accustomed to "roughing it" in

1 1̂ Journal History," February 5, 1876.
"^Andrew Jackson Journal,"MSS•
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mountains and canyons. It was noted that they also 
had good teams and wagons.̂  William C. Allen and 
his company of forty-five men, thirteen women, four 
boys, and eleven small children left from Draper - 
some ten miles south of Salt Lake City - on February 6.^  
There were six families in this migration: The Skousens,
the Horns, the Petersons, the Richards, and the Walbecks. 
Two days later a notice appeared in the Salt Lake City 
paper that another group, this one from Brigham City 
in Box Elder County, had passed through the city: "The 
draft animals were oxen, excepting one horse team.
Several cows were in the outfit, which appeared to be 
generally c o m p l e t e . T h o s e  selected from the six- - 
teenth and seventeenth Wards in Salt Lake City departed 
on February All of them moved to an assembling
point 300 miles south of Salt Lake City.

Since most of the missionaries set out from 
the Salt Lake area during the first week of February, 
roads covered with several inches of mud and slush 
made the start very unpleasant. Many of those on the 
trek, including women and girls, did not ride more than

13Deseret News, February 3, l8?6.
14''Andrew Jackson Journal,"MSS.
15Deseret News. February 6, 1876.
16Ibid., February 7, 1876



54
fifty miles during the whole 500-mile journey.1  ̂ Snow
made traveling very slow. From Ft. Gunnison to
Panguitch, a distance of 120 miles, the snow was a
foot deep. Sixteen miles south of Panguitch, at Hatch’s
ranch, the snow had increased to two feet and after that
point it was even deeper. Some days the pioneers could
only travel four miles. The mud froze to their boots
and almost pulled their footwear apart. Several stops
were made and at Panguitch lame or otherwise poor oxen
were exchanged for others that could make the journey
over the divide. In one instance the men of the company
had to pull the wagons by themselves because the road

l8was covered with ice. Passage became almost impossible 
at the divide. Supply wagons had to be left behind for 
which rescue teams were sent back from Orderville.

It is interesting to note that reports were 
continually received in Salt Lake City. Whenever 
anyone in Salt Lake City would receive a letter from 
a friend or relative on the trek, he would take it to 
The Deseret News and within a day or so the letter 
would appear in print. One such report, sent by Lot 
Smith to Brigham Young, gave the news that Smith and

^kittle Colorado Stake History,"MSS. Woodsletter.
x 8"Journal History," MSS. Elijah White letter dated March 5, 1876, Kanab.
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others had backtracked several miles from Orderville '
in order to help fifty wagons which were lodged in the

19snow at Asay's ranch, on the divide. The divide — -
the area between Panguitch and Kanab, a distance of
sixty miles —  was the greatest barrier because of
snow and lack of feed for the animals. To cover these
sixty miles took eighteen days of hard traveling. Many

20animals died and men nearly abandoned the project.
When all the wagons were once more assembled in 

Orderville, and sufficient time had elapsed for the 
families and oxen to rest, they started again on the 
long and arduous journey that still lay ahead. Some 
of the wagons did not reach Kanab until April 4, and 
these had even more difficulties ahead of them. By the 
time they had crossed the Kaibab Mountains, and reached 
the desert country of northern Arizona, the heat had 
become almost unbearable.

At Kanab each of the groups became a definite 
organization which was composed of a captain, a 
historian, a chaplain, a captain of the commissary, a 
wagon master, and a cook. Many stayed at Kanab for a

19"Journal History," February 28, 1876.
20Deseret News, March 15, 1876.
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21week or so in order to recuperate before moving on.

The first company to depart from this outpost
consisted of thirty men and twenty wagons. It was
supervised by Lot Smith. This group left Kanab on
the second day of March, and others started on the
following day. Smith and his company camped the first
night at the foot of the Kaibab Mountains. They.

22arrived at Lee's Ferry on March 9.
There was some discussion of changing the 

established route from Panguitch. One new suggestion 
came from Robert A. Smith, who lived at Pahrea, Kane 
county* He wrote a letter to the Deseret News in 
which he proposed an easier route: from Panguitch
down the Pahrea River, then across to House Rock, f 
This, he said, would shorten the distance at least 
twenty miles, and would avoid the Kaibab Mountains.
It also would be better because of the many water 
holes. This route, however, was never accepted and 
those who were called to go to Arizona continued 
to take the old wagon road established by Jacob Hamblin.j 

The crossing of the Colorado River was always 
made at Lee's Ferry. Although John D. Lee was a member 
of the Church, he charged the other members for: crossing

21Deseret News March 24, 1876.
Ibid, April 6, 1876.22
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23on his raft. Usually payment had to be in kind, and

often the men would work for Lee a day or two in order
to make up any deficit. Some of the first wagons
crossed on ice, and for these it was necessary to tie
their cattle together and pull them across. Wagons
were taken apart and dragged over the ice in like 

24manner.
The river became even more dangerous when the 

ice had melted. Lorenzo W. Hatch, Woodruff’s first 
spiritual leader, was crossing the river when his 
overloaded raft capsized in midstream. Hatch was 
saved by grasping a buggy wheel as it passed by. He 
was perilously close to the rapids when he seized the 
wheel and was washed, still clinging to it, back to the 
north bank of the river. He had to start the dangerous 
crossing all over again.

Once on the east side of the river, another 
obstacle was met: Lee's Backbone. From this narrow 
trail one could look over the side of the canyon and 
see several hundred feet below. Once over this barrier 
sanddrifts hindered the wagons from making more than 
a few miles a day. . It was not until March 14,̂ ** when

^John Bushman Journal, 'MSS.
24Sara Brinkerhoff and Nina B. Brewer, My Town 

and People; A History of Woodruff. Arizona,(Tucson: 
Arizona Lithographers, 1958), p. 4l.

25"Little Colorado Stake"



the travelers reached Moenkopi, sone 125 miles north 
of the Little Colorado, that they were able to stop, 
resti and obtain supplies for the last part of their 
journey.

From Moenkopi they proceeded up the Little
Colorado and camped on March 24, at a point about
three miles above the present site of Joseph City.^
Some of the missionaries who departed from Salt Lake
City in February did not reach the Little Colorado
until May, but most made the tzek much faster. The
fastest time was six weeks and the slowest was six 

27months.
With the first group to arrive were three of

28the captains, Lake, Smith, and Allen. Temporary
encampment was made when the company was met by
James Brown and S. B. Tanner, the two scouts of the
expedition who had preceded them into the valley by
one day. Notwithstanding the advice of James S. Brown

29that they should go no further, the captains were 
of a different opinion. Three meetings were held at

John Bushman, "John Bushman His Life and Labors,
a diary.

27Deseret News, September 13, 1876.
28 •<Ruloni E. Porter,"History of Joseph City,"MSS. 
29James S. Brown, A Pioneer Life (Salt Lake City, 

Cannon and Sons Co., 1900) p. 459. This is an autobiography.



which the scouts tried to convince the colonists to 
remain in the area, but disagreement became even more 
evident. James S. Brown assumed authority because 
of his appointment as President of the Arizona Mission 
and because he had explored the area previously. He 
called a meeting to which only Captains Smith, Lake, 
and Allen were invited. He explained to the captains 
that he was head of this expedition and that it was his 
decision to stay where they were cammed. He told them 
that this was the area that he hhd chosen the previous 
year, and had reported to Brigham Young as favorable 
for settlement. Brown also displayed his letter of 
instructions from President Young, dated November, 1875 
Evidently there was now a disagreement as to whether 
this appointment was still in effect. Brown believed 
it was, but the captains thought otherwise. Brown 
states; "Captain Lot Smith opposed my presidency, and 
Captains Lake and Allen failed to give me support."'*®

On the following day, March 26, Lot Smith 
called for a meeting and invited Brown to speak again. 
Brown reiterated the details of the exploration he had 
made the previous year, stressed again that this was 
the place he had chosen, and insisted that the captains

^°Ibid. p. 46o
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approve the location. After Brown had spoken, Smith

31addressed the group. Then, on March 2?, Brown asked
Smith and Maj. Ladd to take a walk with him. Brown
asked Smith what he intended to do; Smith replied that
he was going to move ahead to better land and water.
Brown reports: "I told him he had insulted me and
trampled upon my God-given right given through President
Young, who had appointed me to preside over the Arizona
mission, and if he would persist in doing wrong he must

32bear the responsibility.” At this response Smith
became very defiant and the two parted in high anger.

One of the captains, George Lake finally did
accept Brown's authority. By this time, however, Brown
had become disgusted with the whole matter. He told
Lake that he had decided to leave the companies and
return alone to Moenkopi, where he would establish his 

33home. Later Brown returned to Salt Lake City and 
reported this matter to President Young, who did nothing 
about it except to furnish a new letter authorizing 
Brown to solicit help for the Arizona Mission. ”We have 
fear,” President Young had written, "that too many will

31 ■ • tThe present writer was not able to find any minutes of this meeting.
32Brown, op. cit.. p. 460.
33Ibid.. p. 46l.
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respond to this invitation, as the rich valleys south
and east of the Colorado offer homes for hundreds of
those who desire to extent the curtains of Zion in

xLthat direction.M It is evident from this letter 
that either President Young was still not well-in
formed on the agricultural deficiencies of the desert 
of northern Arizona, or that the letter was merely 
propaganda.

It appears that Brown was wrong in assuming 
that he had authority over the Little Colorado 
settlements because Smith was not censored for his 
supposed "mutiny". Smith was even later appointed 
President of the Little Colorado Stake, a promotion 
which President Young would hardly have made if Smith 
had been disobedient. Unfortunately, however, Smith 
and the other captains heeded the advice of Brown who 
insisted on colonizing a desert rather than allowing 
them to continue south into rich grassland, well 
forested areas, and small clear creeks. Instead of 
Smith and the others bearing the responsibility for the 
defeat and abandonment of a colonization project which 
cost years of labor, the blame for the failure of the 
Little Colorado settlements must be placed upon the

xk 'Brown, op. cit.. p . 466. This letter was dated September lo, 1676.
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inadequate reconnaissance of James S. Brown and his 
failure to realize that the area which he selected 
was incapable of sustaining settlement. The captains 
undoubtedly believed Brown was wrong in assuming 
authority of the expedition, but it was evident that 
they decided it was perhaps better if they did not 
challenge Brown’s claim to leadership for fear that 
there had been some misunderstanding which would place 
them in disobedience to the commandments of Brigham 
Young. All four of the companies decided to choose 
sites in the general area that Brown had chosen.

From the temporary encampment which was made
the first day, the surrounding country was explored
and tentative locations chosen. Allen's company explored
first in two groups. One went three or four miles
southwest of the present Joseph City, and the other to

3 5the location of the present railroad depot.  ̂ These 
groups soon united about one mile east of Joseph City. 
Lake made settlement across the river, some two miles 
from Allen's location, and named the place Obed. Smith 
retraced the incoming course as far as Sunset Crossing, 
first settling three miles below that ford, on the north 
side of the river. Later he moved to another site

35"Little Colorado Stake".



about two miles farther downstream. Capt. Ballinger 
did not go as far as Joseph City; he chose a location 
across the river from Smith's colony, a mile below 
the latter's first settlement.

For these early pioneers the area must have 
held some promise. The general concensus appears to 
have been that if they could dam the river, and 
irrigate the land, all would go well; but little did 
they know of the raging torrents that swept down the 
river during the flood season of July, August, and 
September. When these first settlers viewed the Little 
Colorado, there were places in the river near Woodruff 
so narrow that one could easily step across it.^ For 
many miles the river ran between high, rocky cliffs. 
Indian hieroglyphics were seen at various places along 
these cliffs. Cliff dwellings also gave evidence that 
the area was once inhabited by Indians who had long 
since moved from the area. In the area of the Little 
Colorado settlements, the river was "about two rods

•x owide, and from twelve to fifteen inches deep."-7 
Cottonwood trees grew along the banks, and these were * 37 38

Brinkerhoff and Brewer, op. cit., p. 4.
37Ibid., p. 5.
38"Journal History," April 10, 1876



of great help to the settlers in building forts, homes, 
and stockades for the animals. When Smith was asked 
for a description of the area, he wrote:

To begin with, this is a strange country, 
belonging to a people whose land the river has 
spoiled. This is an old land; the evidence that 
it was inhabited thousands of years ago is 
abundant to me. It is a dry land, not what you 
may call well-watered. The Little Colorado runs 
in a northwest direction, is large at high water, 
but quite small again when the snows have melted; 
then again a mighty rushing torrent when the rains 
commence in summer, with the appearance of being 
twenty-five miles broad, and the Indians tell us 
that if we intend to live where we are encamped, 
we had better fix some scaffolding in the trees, 
for the river gets very mad sometimes.39

It was indeed unfortunate that Brown had his
way and that the missionaries decided to settle in the
Little Colorado Valley. It is impossible to say why
the four leaders did not recognize the truth of an
article published in Salt Lake City in April, l8?6,
stating that the best portion of land in that area
was at the headwaters of the Little Colorado in what
is now called the Mogollon Rim area: "Here is the
best portion of the country; abundance of rich lands,
good clear water, plenty of cottonwoods, and cedars,
oceans of grass, and great pine forests only fifteen

4omiles away." But the settlers had decided to stay

journal History," April 12, l8?6.
40Deseret News. April 12, l8?6.



65
on the banks of the Little Colorado. Remain they did, 
until several dams were destroyed, crops flooded, and 
ruin imminent.

In spite of the unpromising outlook, attempts 
were made to soften the alkaline soil with the brackish 
muddy water of the Little Colorado. Allen’s Camp, as 
it was called, was managed very well, and it soon became 
one of the more prosperous settlements. The first 
building erected here was a fort —  a row of buildings 
arranged in the shape of a U.

The walls of the fort were made of cottonwood
timbers, nine feet high and set firmly in the ground„
The inside of the walls was surrounded with cabins

4ltwelve feet by twenty-six feet. The fort was merely 
a precautionary measure. Within the fort, a well was 
dug and water was reached at fifty feet. At each of 
the corners of the fort, a guard house was erected.

On the west side were twelve rooms. Along the 
north wall, including both corners, ten rooms were 
placed. On the east side were another ten rooms and 
two entrances. Around the center of the enclosed 
court was the company storehouse; a short distance 
east of the south end of the fort was the blacksmith

41
42
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shop with the adjoining carpenter shop. The south end 
was not solidly enclosed as were the other three.sides; 
corrals and yards were placed just outside the fort at 
the south end. The southwest-corner-room, detached 
from the row of rooms north of it by a gateway, furnished 
quarters for the mail carrier. The southeast-corner-room 
was used for public meetings, religious services, school, 
and entertainments. In the public dining hall was the 
"Big Table" until July 30, 1876, when the system was

L rtdiscontinued. In addition there was a milk cellar 
and some storage space. Just outside the fort on 
either side of the entrance were two small log houses.
One was for the residence of the Bishop, and the other 
was used for social and religious gatherings.

The missionaries never had occasion to use the 
fort to defend themselves. When it became apparent 
that Indian attacks were not a serious threat, settlers 
began thinking of constructing homes outside the walls 
of the fort. In May, 1876, some began to build houses 
away from the fort. White sandstone was found nearby.

^Adele B. Westover and J. Morris Richards,
A Brief History of Joseph City (Winslow, Arizona: The 
Winslow Mail, 1951), p . 10.



•'When we get fairly started," one settler, said, "X think
the greater portion of the houses will be built of this

44rock, for it is very handy." Franklin D. Gray, the
first to build a house of this material, also commented 
on the abundance of this building rock. Because it was 
formed in layers with filling of dirt between each, 
great slabs were easily obtained. Some pieces were 
from half an inch to six or seven inches thick, while

Il cmany were six feet wide and as long as desirable. With 
building and cultivating as the major tasks, a need 
for more missionary-colonizers was evident. At this 
early date discouragement had also taken its toll 
With new settlers continually arriving, however, hope 
prevailed that the elements would be conquered.

At a meeting, held on July 31* 1876, twenty- 
three of the brethren were permitted to start back 
to Utah for their families. Host of them started a 
few days later, and many never returned to Arizona.
An exception to the rule was William C. Allen. He, 
together with a few others, returned by way of the 
San Juan River, a route that was chosen for the purpose

44Deseret News, May 31, 1876.
45Ibid., January 27, 1877.
46Ibid., February 25, 1877.
47Andrew W. Allen, "Dawn and Sunset," MS.
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of finding a better road to Utah than the one they had
traveled by way of Lee's Ferry and Moenkopi. They
succeeded in getting through to Salt Lake City by going
northeast to Bluff, Utah, and then to Moab, where they
crossed the Colorado. They reported the road through

48that country was not usable. At the meeting of
July 31» 1876, it was moved and carried unanimously
that James E. Shelley should take charge of the company
in the absence of Allen. James Clark and Alfred Cluff
were appointed as counselors to Shelley•

During the fall of 1876, all the families moved
into the stockade area within the fort. At this time
the settlement was given its first official name. A
committee consisting of Lysander Dayton* William Creer,
Theodor Angell* and James N. Walker selected two names,

49Allen City and Ramah City. y The three-year old child 
of Alfred Cluff "drew from a hat one of the two names 
which had been written on slips of paper. Allen City 
was the name drawn.

There were only two children of school age in 
the settlement in 1876, Peter and Katie Clark. Early 
teachers were Eliza P. Tanner, James E. Shelley, and

48Deseret News. November 23, 1876.
49Andrew W. Allen, op. cit., n. p.
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Peter Skousen. At a meeting of the United Order
Company on April 5* 1878, Joseph H. Richards moved that

50a petition be drafted to create a school district. 
Trustees for the district were elected at this meeting. 
James Skousen proposed Richards as one trustee. Isaac 
Turley proposed Walker as another. Hans Nielsen proposed 
Ben Turley as the third.^ All were elected by vote of 
the members of the United Order. The first school house 
was built at the fort in 1879• It served until early 
I8871 when a meeting was called to consider the building 
of a school and church building. This new building, 
twenty-two feet by thirty-three feet and made of thick 
planks with shingle roof, was finished during the winter 
of 1887-1888.52

It was eight years after the original settlement
commenced, that Allen City moved three miles east of
the old town. All families did not move at the same
time, however, and as late as 1894, one family was still

55living at the old site of Allen City. Because of 
difficulty with the Atlantic-Pacific railroad concerning 
the name of the town —  it seemed that it was often

50
51
52
53
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confused with St. Josepht Missouri, which was on the 
same railroad line —  the townspeople decided in l88l 
to change the name to Joseph City, in honor of Joseph 
Smith. This name has remained to the present time^

At an evening meeting on February 13, l88?»
John Bushman, Henry M. Tanner, and Nathan T. Porter 
were chosen a committee to oversee the construction 
of an "all-purpose" building. The minutes of this 
meeting indicate that work was to begin on February 14; 
and a week later, $49*60 was publicly collected with 
which to purchase “doors, windows, and nails." This 
building, perhaps considered commodious at the time 
was to be twenty-two feet by thirty-three feet. It 
was constructed of planks obtained at the saw-mills 
around Snowflake. After several years of use in this 
rough state, it was lined, covered with better lumber, 
and p a i n t e d . F o r  approximately two decades this 
building served for church, school, social, and other 
puposes for the community. After the construction 
of a new building, which forms a part of the present 
church edifice, the old house became the property of 
the Joseph City Relief Society, and for many years was 
used by that auxiliary association for meetings,

Rulon E. Porter, “History of Joseph City/'54
MSS



quilting bees, bazzars, and occasionally accomodated
a meeting of the Joseph City Irrigation Company, or
other semi-public function.

The settlement of Obed was under the direction
of George Lake. It was located about three miles

55southwest of Allen City. A dam was constructed 
first. In this task the settlers of Allen's Camp and 
Obed cooperated, and made the one dam serve both 
settlements. Immediately upon completion of this task, 
water was turned on to the parched land by means of a 
long ditch. Six miles of ditch were required to carry 
the water to Obed and three were necessary to Allen's 
City Camp.

With the agricultural necessities taken care of, 
attention was given to the building of a fort. It is 
rather ironic that the settlement with the most 
sutrs-timtial fort would be the one to be abandoned first.
The colonizers at Obed built their fort of stone. Work 
started July 3* 1876. Three days later the first 
religious meeting was held in the camp, which at this time 
was comprised of one hundred and twenty-two settlerst^  
making a total of fifteen families. It was located one and

55Barnes, op. cit.. p. 31.
56
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a half miles from the river or about four miles south
of Allen City. About two miles south of Obed are
several low hills, the geological structure of which
were such that large flat stones, a few inches in
thickness, could be obtained with very little digging.
Most of these large flat stones were broken into usable
sizes and used with mortar to make a formidable fort.
The walls were three and a half feet thick at the base,
and eighteen inches wide at the top. The north, east,
and west walls rose to a height of ten feet, but the

57south side was only five feet high. Obed had a heavy 
gate at the eastern entrance and bastions at the north
east and southwest corners.from which all outside 
approaches could be covered by gunfire. Numerous port
holes were conveniently spaced along outside walls and 
in the bastion. It is interesting to note that the 
roof and floors were made of these great slabs of sand
stone. Had it been left undisturbed, the thick walls 
would doubtless have lasted indefinitely.

As soon as planting was finished and the fort 
was near completion, many turned their efforts to 
building individual homes outside the fort. Because 
of the unlimited supply of flat slabs of sandstone, 
most colonizers used this. Few homes, however, were

57Little Colorado Stake11
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ever completed inasmuch as most of the original settlers 
were content to live within the fort, and newcomers such 
as L. M. Peterson and his company, who arrived July 3»
1877, from Colorado, did not like the site and continued 
their journey, finally stopping at Savoyetta.

The washing away of the dam and other troubles 
caused some of the settlers to become discouraged. On 
August 7, 1876, eleven men and four women started back 
for Utah. Among them were Dan Walker, John Hiett, and 
Moroni Shipley. Those who remained still had hopes of 
making a success of their settlement. In January 1,
1877, a school house was built at Obed, and on January 22, 
the first school commenced with Phebe A. McNiel as teacher. 
The school, built of pine, was situated in the center of 
the fort.

In the fall of 1877 disaster struck the 
struggling settlement. Francis A. Hammond, Jr., a 
visitor to the colony, became sick and within a few 
days died. He was the first of many to die from what 
the settlers called malaria. .A recent analysis has
shown that it was not malaria which struck the settle
ment in epidemic proportions, but cholera. The 
symtons, chills and fever, were very similar to those 
of malaria. A great mistake had been made in selecting
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the site for the town. Contrary to the advice of 
Church authorities, who had visited Obed in June, 1876, 
the settlers remained and continued to build next to 
a low marshy place that invited disease. During 
October of l877» many sick settlers crossed over to 
Allen City. From this temporary point they scattered, 
some going to Sunset, others to Brigham City, and still 
others going south into higher, greener, healthier 
country. By the end of 1877» Obed was completely 
abandoned, and today it has almost disappeared except 
for a few sandstone slabs which served as the foundation 
of the fort.

Jesse 0. Ballinger arrived in April of 1876.
He chose a site that was located 20 miles from Obed on
the west side of the river, and about thirty yards from
it. It was named Ballinger's Camp. One may locate the
site today by going two and one-half miles north
northeast of the present railway station of Winslow.

A report from the colony in July, 1876, states
that the fort at Ballinger's Camp was in the process of
being built: "It will be built of rock, seven feet high
and two feet thick, and it will cover one acre of 

59ground." The rocks were quarried from two little 

59Deseret News. August 23, 1876.



hills three and four hundred yards south from the site. 
Bastions were erected at the southwest and northwest 
corners, and large.entrances left in the center of the 
south and north walls. Two wells were dug for the 
general use of all those who lived at the colony. A 
description appeared in the Salt Lake City paper:

"Inside the wall, l6 feet, rooms were built 
of timber to the square, then boards on up to the low 
slant of the mud roof, that from the nature of the 
hard clay with the mixture of sand, were never known 
to l e a k . T h e r e  were thirty-six dwelling houses, 
each sixteen by thirteen feet. On the north side was 
the dining hall, eighty by twenty feet, with two rows 
of tables to seat more than 150 persons. Adjoining was 
a kitchen, twenty-five by twenty feet, with an annexed 
bake-house. South of the fort were corrals and stock- 
yards. On January 27t 1878, Ballinger's Camp was 
renamed Brigham City. There were approximately 274 
acres of land under cultivation by this small group 
of colonists, more than one half of it in wheat.
Pottery was also a growing business at Brigham City.
A settler named Behrman was in charge of this industry 
and he was quite proud of his ware, saying that he 
could surpass any of the potteries in Utah. One

60Ibid., August 31, 1876
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family was assigned to the sawmill in the mountains. 
Joseph S. Woods taught the first school, and James T. 
Woods became the first postmaster in l880. Ballinger, 
the first leader, was succeeded in 1878, by George Lake 
of the ill-fated Obed, who reported that "while the 
people were living together in the United Order, they 
generally ate together at the same t a b l e . D u r i n g  
the period that the colony was supervised by Lake, 
more and more settlers moved to settlements around 
Snowflake. The main cause for discouragement was the 
dam. During the years 1877, 1878, and 1879, the dam 
at Brigham City was washed away by the torrents of 
water sweeping down the Little Colorado. This, plus 
very poor soil, were the chief causes for people leaving. 
Many returned to Utah in 1880, and even some to the 
Salt River Valley.

Early in l88l, all settlers at this colony
were released from their mission. The United Order
surplus, amount to $8,000 was turned over to the Church,
and the colonizers drew out their original capital stock.
By February 15, l88l, the population had dwindled to

62eighty-one. In comparison Joseph City reported a 
membership of 119« By the middle of August, only

"Little Colorado
Ibid.

Stake".
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thirty-two persons were reported at Brigham City; and 
it is probable that most of these were working for the 
railroad, since at this place John W. Young, a contractor 
for the Atlantic and Pacific,, maintained his 
headquarters. * At this time all the rooms in the fort 
were occupied by the workers.

On June 21, l88l, Brigham City's interest in 
the co-operative dairy at Mormon Dairy was sold to 
the Church for $500, and Smith supervised the work at

- 64the dairy. In the fall of that year the land in and 
around Brigham City was sold by the Church to Jerome J . 
Adams, Charles Whiting, Edwin Whiting and Sullivan C. 
Richardson for $800.^^ By the beginning of 1882, there 
were only two families remaining at Brigham City.
Business became so poor that even the Indian trading 
store belonging to Andrew Peterson no longer paid for 
itself. By I89O, only Sidney Wilson was still residing 
at this forgotten ghost settlement.

All settlers who had left had been reimbursed, 
according to what they had originally put into the

^ Deseret News, July 26, 1881 
^"Little , Colorado Stake".
'Ibid.
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settlementand the surplus, which amounted to #2,200, 
was used by the Church in settling the Gila River 
country.

Lot Smith, one of the better known men in 
the Little Colorado settlements, had been one of the 
original members of the Mormon B a t t a l i o n . I n  1857* 
he actively engaged in the Utah War with rank of 
Colonel. Gen. Johnston had evidently heard of Smith
and his exploits, for he offered $150 for every Mormon

6 7they would bring in, and $1000 for Smith. ' Later he
was President Young's personal escort. At this time he

68was given the rank of General. The exact location 
at which Smith established his first settlement on 
the sandy flats of the Little Colorado was one-and-one- 
half miles from the river, and four miles northeast of 
the town of Winslow. This temporary settlement was only 
in existence for about eight months. In December, 1876, 
before any permanent buildings were erected, the colony 
moved two miles further downriver. This made the new 
settlement, called Sunset, approximately six miles 
east of the confluence of Cottonwood and Clear Creeks 
with the Little Colorado. Today a marker is placed

^"Journal History," December 31, 1847.
67Ibid.. December 2, 1857•
68Ibid., September 22, 1866.
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on the site, approximately six miles east of Winslow, 
and on the north side of the highway. Although 
exceeded in population by Brigham City, Sunset was the 
headquarters of the Little Colorado Stake. Until its 
decline in 1880, the average population of Brigham City 
was approximately two hundred and fifty, while during 
the same period that of the headquarters settlement was 
less that one -hundred and fifty.

The fort at Sunset was twelve rods square,
covering one square acre, and built of round driftwood
picked up on the river flats. The houses were all made
of rock, and as in the other forts the first homes were
inside the fort. The rear wall of the houses served
also as the walls of the fort. There were thirty-one
dwellings, fourteen by twelve feet, one dining hall,
one school room, one kitchen, two store rooms, a granary,

69corn cribs, stock yards, and corrals. All of these were 
within the walls of the fort. The dining hall was 
built of rock and was located in the center. A well 
thirty-six feet deep was dug inside the area. Even 
at this depth the water was brackish, but usable.
There were two main entrances. One was on the north 
side and the other on the south side. Two smaller

69Fish, "History of Arizona"
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entrances were on the east and west sides. At the
time of the construction of the fort, the colony was
composed of nineteen men, eighteen women, forty-three
boys, and twenty-two girls, totalling a population of
one hundred and two persons. The fort must have
presented a pleasing picture, for in an article
describing it, James T. Woods states: "All seems quite

70comfortable and the fort presents a city appearance."
Woods was a substitute carpenter at this camp where 
there was neither a blacksmith nor an experienced car
penter among the colonists.

Here, as in the other three colonies, the
72United Order was practiced. One of the colonists

stated that Arizona was a good country in which to
start the United Order, inasmuch as one man could

73not do anything alone. One of the first buildings 
was a shanty where all of the members of the colony 
gathered to eat at the "big table".

Agriculture, as elsewhere, was the most

70»Journal History," July 17, 1876.
71Ibid.
72Levi Mathers Savage, Journal of Levi Mathers 

Savage (Provo: Brigham Young University Extension Division, 
1955), p. 22.

7^Peseret News. Mav 13, 1876.
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difficult problem which the colonists had to solve.
Land was cleared of driftwood, and thirty-five acres

7 %of wheat had been sown by April 6, 1876.' There was
very little produced the first year, and some of the
men were sent to Utah for supplies so that the colony
might exist until the following spring when they could
try again to plant a crop, which would be sufficient
for their needs.^  There was very little rain or snow

7 6during that winter, and everything was very dry.' Even
though the Sunset dam was washed out in 1877, sufficient
water for saving the crops was obtained by building a
diversion dam, and the crops for that year were fairly 

77good. There were, however, a few periods during the 
following years when it was necessary to return again to 
Utah for supplies.

The first school at Sunset was built in 1879• 
Forty students attended and Levi M. Savage was the

7 Qteacher.' Education was not altogether a juvenile 
project, for many older settlers began to learn Spanish.

Ibid.
'Ibid.

^Savage, op. cit.. p. 31.
77"Journal History," June 10,
7SSavage, op. cit.. p. 37.

1877.
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August Wilcken was a very excellent teacher for these 

79eager adults. There was great concern at Sunset
over the matter of a post office. To speed mail-
delivery, it was requested of the postal agent at
Denver, Charles Adams, that a post office be established

doat Sunset. Alfred M. Derrick was appointed the first 
postmaster. The establishment of a post office did 
speed the mail; from Salt Lake City it arrived in ten

81or twelve days.
Discouragement also crept into this colony.

The continual breaking and washing away of the dam 
made it impossible to raise sufficient crops to feed 
the colony during the years that followed. It is no 
wonder then, that bad land, scarcity of water, and 
inability to build a strong enough dam to withold the 
raging river during the stormy season caused settlers 
to move elsewhere. Sunset’s highest membership came 
shortly after the decline and abandonment of Brigham 
City, when it reached one hundred and eighty-one persons. 
When Sunset ’ s difficulties became recognized

79Deseret News, February 2, 1880.
80Ibid., June 7, 18?6.
Q i
Ibid., December 18, 1879•
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as insurmountable, and during its later years the
settlers earned their income on outlying ranches or in
other settlements. By 1882, the population had dwindled
to one hundred. On December 1, l885> the membership
of the colony was seventy-nine, comprising six families.
No reports were sent to Salt Lake City from this
settlement after this date, thus indicating : abahdomaent.
Smith and family were the last to leave Sunset, and they
evacuated the village in 1888. Smith then moved to
Moenkopi. After a short stay, he moved again to Tuba
City, a few miles south of Moenkopi. He lived two miles
east of the Tuba City settlement, and owned a pasture
approximately one mile from his residence. On June 20,
1892, Indians turned sheep into this pasture. Smith
had driven them out on two previous occasions, and
finding the animals trespassing on his land a third
time, he shot a number of them. In retaliation,
Indians shot four of Smith's cows; and then turned on

82Smith, killing him also.
Many know of these previously/mentioned 

settlements, Joseph City, Brigham City, Obed, and 
Sunset. However, few have ever heard of another colony 
in the area. Taylor was the smallest settlement, and

82 ."Little Colorado Stake".
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was located three miles to the southwest of the

QTpresent site of Joseph City. ^  It should not be
confused with the present settlement of the same name,
near Snowflake. This first Taylor was established on

84January.22, 1878, by eight families. All of them were
from Panguitch and Beaver, Utah. These pioneers,
wanting to be near other Mormon camps, chose to settle
in the Little Colorado Valley.

During the early months of this colony, there
were favorable reports indicating some prosperity. At
a religious conference in May, 1878, Bishop Kartchner
of Taylor reported that only one man had left the
community since its inception. Although some
dissatisfaction was experienced there was no more here

85than in the other colonies. Twenty-five acres of 
wheat had been planted, and a house had been built in 
which both school and religious services were held.
The Bishop appeared hopeful of the future of the 
community. Prosperity, however, only lasted for a few 
months, and the events which caused Taylor's abandonment

83̂Carter, op. cit.. p. 475.
84Sophrinia Smith, "A History of the Northeastern 

Section of Arizona, its Settlement and Development into 
Latter-day Saint Stakes, 1876—19371* (Master*s thesis, 
Brigham Young University, 1937), p. 16.

85Ibid., P . 18.



soon occured. Waters rushing down the Little Colorado
caused the dam at Taylor to be destroyed four times
during the summer and fall months. When the dam was
destroyed the fifth time, the colonizers merely left

86it and moved on to Snowflake and St. Johns. Since 
there were no permanent buildings other than a dining 
hall, there was not much lost in the abandonment of 
this brief settlement.

86Ibid., p. 19-



CHAPTER IV

PERIPHERAL SETTLEMENTS
During the years following the major attempt 

of the Mormon Church to establish colonies in the Little 
Colorado area, many other towns were founded in the 
environs. New pioneers from Utah and old ones from 
the abandoned settlements were directed to various 
settlements, namely, Woodruff, southeast of Joseph 
City, Mormon Dairy, west of the Little Colorado, 
Moenkopi, north of the Little Colorado, the Silver 
Creek area, south of Woodruff, and the St, Johns area 
to the east of Silver Creek. Towns in the Silver 
Creek area were Pine, Wilford, Heber, Snowflake, Show 
Low, and Forestdale. Springerville, Eager, Round 
Valley and St. Johns were the main colonies in the 
upper Little Colorado area. Some settlers moved even 
further south into the upper Gila River, the Salt River 
and San Pedro valleys.

Woodruff became one of the first settlements 
outside of the original Little Colorado settlements.
In many ways it was a typical river colony because of 
its long and constant battle to acquire a permanent 
irrigation system. The first resident of Woodruff was
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a non-Mormon, named Luther Martin.1" In I87O, he made 
camp at the present site of Woodruff but soon abandoned 
the camp and moved to St. Johns. Felix Scott, a sheep
man, bought Martin's claim and remained one year before

2also moving to St. Johns. Four men from Joseph City,
Lewis P. Cardon, Joseph H. Richards, James Thurman, and
Peter C. Peterson visited the valley in 1876, and became
interested in the agricultural prospects of the area.
They built a crude dwelling and also laid a foundation
for a log house.^ Maj. Samuel S. Ladd, a surveyor,
accompanied this group in order to make necessary
calculations for a dam site and ditches. Although they
made these pre-colonization plans, they returned
immediately after the survey, leaving the log house

4partially built.
The man who.is considered the founding father 

of Woodruff is Nathan C. Tenney. He bought the Felix 
Scott land and became Woodruff's first permanent 
s e t t l e r I n  March, 1877, Tenney had been released 
from a mission to Savoia, New Mexico, where he had

^Brinkerhoff and Brewer, op. cit., p. 1.
2Ibid.
"Little Colorado Stake".

4The writer was not able to find the exact 
cause for their return to Joseph City.
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performed missionary work among the Zuni Indians.
Upon his release Tenney received a letter from President 
Young stating that he should go to Arizona and settle. 
Passing through the Woodruff area, he decided to 
establish a camp near the partially built log cabin.
His three sons, John, Samuel, and Ammon were with him, 
and the site became known as Tenney's Camp.'* In April 
of that same year, 1877$ William Walker, Cardon, and 
his sons Joseph and Emanuel, arrived at the camp.
Cardon had decided on his first visit that the area 
could support a settlement. He was very enthusiastic 
when he heard that others were also interested in 
forming a settlement in that area. Upon the arrival 
of these new settlers, the United Order was established.^

The first project of the camp was to erect a 
fort. An L shaped row of huts with a separate building 
for meetings at the end of the row was planned. Con
struction began during the early months of l8?7$ and 
the fort was finished by the summer of that same year.

When John T. Eager arrived, he was appointed 
to supervise the building of a dam, which was to be

^Ammon C; Tenney, "The Diary of Ammon C. Tenney,"MS.

An orchard now covers the area.
6Ibid.
7
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made of dirt, brush, and rocks, at a cost of about 
$1,000. The finished dam failed to store water for 
irrigation that year and most of the men went twenty 
miles south to an area near Stinson's ranch, where 
they raised wheat and corn. Permission*.was obtained 
to use water that James M. Stinson did not need, and 
in this manner they were able to sustain themselves 
through the winter of 1877-78.

On February 9* 1878, Lorenzo H. Hatch, Noah
QBrimhall, and others arrived from Savoia, New Mexico.

Some of these men brought their families with them.
During the same month, President Lot Smith, John W.
Young, and George Lake, Bishop of Brigham City, visited
the camp. Their special purpose was to reorganize ward
officers. At this time, Tenney was again called to
perform missionary work in New Mexico, and Hatch was
appointed to take Tenney's place as Presiding Elder

9of Tenney's Camp. At the suggestion of Young, the 
name was changed to Woodruff in honor of Apostle 
Wilford W o o d r u f f . H a t c h  exchanged his property at 
Savoia with Tenney for property at Woodruff. A few 
days after this appointment Hatch went to Savoia for

8"Southwest Indian Mission History," MS.
Tenney, op. cit.. n.p.9



his family. Tenney supervised the work on the dam 
during the absence of Hatch.

The construction of the dam employed all
available manpower. The work went quite well until
April 24 * 1878, when a flood cut around both ends of
the dam, creating an even wider space to span. Hatch,
who had recently returned from his trip to Savoia,
called the settlers together to discuss the rebuilding
of the dam. A vote was taken to determine whether the
site should be abandoned or if another attempt should
be made to control the water. The vote was unanimous in
favor of r e m a i n i n g I n  spite of the vote, families
began to depart to other towns. General lack of water
and poor land caused their departure. In March, Tenney
and his three sons went to New Mexico. Three other
families moved to the Silver Creek area. The population
of Woodruff was slowly decreasing. By the beginning
of the year 1879* fifteen families, including twenty-
three adults and twenty-three children were at the 

12site. After the dam was washed out the second time, 
only a few settlers remained.

The slender supplies of those who remained 
were entirely exhausted by late spring. Labor on the

i:LIbid.
12"Little Colorado Stake".

90



dam again had to be postponedt while the settlers went
to various ranches and towns to find work. Since the
Mormon Dairy had recently been bought by the Church,
several families went there and settled. By the spring
of 1879« only Hans Gulbransen, his wife, the James Dean
family,-and part of the Hatch family were still at

13Woodruff. These few were determined to stay, hoping 
that new colonizers would soon strengthen their number. 
They were indeed steadfast in their desire to build a 
settlement and to control the river.

Their hope was not in vain, because in the fall 
new families arrived. In this group were James C. Owens, 
Horace Russel, and.James Pearce. Renewed interest in 
building a dam was aroused, and a meeting was called. 
Apostle Wilford Woodruff presided, and a committee of 
five was appointed to select and supervise a work party. 
On the first day of November a work party was organized, 
and the construction of the dam began once again.
Labor on the dam continued to May, 1880, when the work 
was abruptly halted. On May 13, Maj. Ladd arrived at - 
Woodruff. He explained that-because of their new dam 
no water reached Joseph City. A hole had to be made in 
the dam so that sufficient water could pass on to the

91

13Fish, "History of Eastern Arizona"
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lower settlements. Nine dams were destroyed during the 
following years before a permanent dam was builte In 
1917« the first dam to withold the torrents of storm 
waters rushing down the Little Colorado was constructed.

The most successful settlement the Mormons 
made in northern Arizona was the colony of Mormon Dairy. 
A dairy, which gave the settlement its name, was

1 Cestablished here in September, 1878, by Lot Smith. J 
That year, forty-eight men and forty-one women from 
Sunset and Brigham City went to the dairy to live.
The main occupation was making butter and cheese from 
the milk of one hundred and fifteen cows. It was 
reported that 4,400 pounds of cheese were produced 
during the months of July and August, 1879$ for use in 
the river settlements.^ Saints from Joseph City were 
also assigned to work at the dairy. Living at this 
settlement was very pleasant during the summertime 
when the weather was very hot and dry along the Little 
Colorado. Children were especially happy to go with 
their parents to work at the dairy.

Although the permanent population at Mormon 
Dairy was rather small, there was a sufficient number

Mormon Dairy was also known as Pleasant Valley 
and Mormon Lake.

15Jim Smith, "Lot Smith The Man,"MS.
Allen, "Dawn and Sunset," MS, p.9«
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of members to have a branch of the Church. On September 
1, 1878, Orville E. Bates was made Presiding Elder, 
with Josiah B . Wakefield and Helaman R. Burke as counse
lors.^

Unfortunately, when the river settlements began 
to be abandoned, the products of Mormon Dairy also de
creased. The last settlement actively engaged at the 
dairy was Joseph City. In l88l, the members of the 
United Order of Joseph City voted to sell their interest 
in the dairy to the Church. New colonizers were 
assigned to the area and the dairy continued to produce 
cheese and butter without the aid of part time workers 
from other settlements. In 1882V 2,000 pounds of cheese,
and 1,300 pounds of butter were produced, 3^0 bushels of

X 8potatoes grown and 1,100 pounds of pork raised. When 
the Church assumed sole ownership of the land, it moved 
a large amount of cattle , which belonged to the Little 
Colorado Stake, into the area. These Church cattle were 
cared for by Lot Smith. Considerable difficulty was 
experienced in the summer and autumn of 1887, when 
Smith was unwilling to accept the proposed payment for 
taking care of the cattle for seven years. He was 
offered #1,500 per year, but refused it, saying, that

Ibid.
Deseret News. August 21, 1882.



^k
19his services were worth much more than that amount.

Difficulties increased when a committee 
arrived at Mormon Dairy on August 6, 1886, to appraise 
the stock and count them* At this time Smith was 
returning from Mexico, but the appraisers did not wait 
for his return. When he arrived, the appraisers had

I
counted 1,012 head of cattle, 125 head of horses, and
2,400 head of sheep * Smith was very angry when he
discovered that they had not waited for him. Because
of this ill-feeling, he refused to work with the
appraisers or talk to them. To solve this problem,
the Church called David K. Udall, Bishop of St. Johns,

20to be a mediator. Through his help, an agreement was 
finally reached and Smith accepted the terms of payment.
Shortly after this difficulty, the Church abandoned

’ 21Mormon Dairy, and the area was sold in 1888.
Moenkopi, a Hopi Indian village, one hundred

and twenty-five miles northeast of Mormon Dairy, had
been noted for its springs since the early exploratory

22days of Hamblin. Although Hamblin and missionaries

^"Little Colorado Stake".
20David K. Udall, Arizona Pioneer Mormon (Tucson: 

Arizona Silhouettes, 1959)i p . 200.
^"Little Colorado Stake".

Ibid.
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were at Moenkopi from 1857, it was not until 1876,
when James S. Brown arrived, that a member of the

23Church established permanent residence. During the 
migrations of the late I87O's, the settlement became 
famous as a rendezvous point where Mormon pioneers met

24before departing for various areas in Arizona.
Because of this reason, the early settlement was never
large. The Mormon population as of December 21, 1877»
was only twenty-five.

When the Little Colorado settlements were
abandoned some settlers moved to Moenkopi. One
attraction of the settlement was a wool factory built

25by John W. Young in 1879. In November, the factory 
was at the height of its production with one hundred and 
ninety-two spindles in operation. The factory had so 
much success during the first months of its operation 
that in the spring of 1880, looms for cloth-making were 
ordered, and arrangements were made for more Indian 
labor.^ Suddenly the factory stopped work. The exact 
causes are obscure. Some say that the Indians refused

2 3̂Brown, op. cit.. p . 458
24Arizona Daily Citizen, January 8, 1876.
^"Little Colorado Stake".
^Interview with Rulon E. Porter, August 28, 1958.



to work, while others report that the supply of wool 
27was cut off. Whatever the reason, the factory did

not revolutionize the Navajo and Hopi wool industry.
Chief Tuba, a converted Hopi, guarded the factory
until his death. Soon after, the factory was slowly
dismantled by scavengers, visitors, and Indians.

The wool factory, however, was not the only
industry. Agriculture flourished because of a good
supply of water for irrigation from natural springs.
Mellons, corn, wheat, and fruit were grown. During
the l880's, the population increased, and by 1886,
they were sufficient in number to warrant the
establishment of a ward. Alfred L. Farnsworth was
appointed Bishop, with Christian L. Christenson and

28Alma M. Farnsworth as his counselors.
Only squatters rights to the land at Moenkopi 

were obtained during the early years, and it was not 
until 1901, that they were able to obtain clear titles 
to the land. These, however, did not insure permanent 
possession of the land, for in 1903« the land was 
included as part of an Indian reservation. The Mormons 
were forced to leave, though they were paid $43,000 for

27Interview with Mrs. Viona Ballard, August 2,
1959.

28"Little Colorado Stake"



their land. At this time the population was 
approximately one hundred and fifty.

The land north of the Little Colorado had very 
little to offer agriculturally when compared with the 
Mogollon Rim area to the south. The earliest Mormon 
exploration of this latter area was in July, 1876, 
by William C. Allen, John Bushman, and others of 
Joseph City. When they returned, their report was not 
favorable for settlement. Further exploration was made 
three years later by a group under the leadership of 
Rial Allen. 7 This expedition, contrary to the first, 
thought the area very suitable for settlement, and 
before long, many Saints who left the Little Colorado 
settlements came to Pine, forty miles south of Joseph 
City. In May l88l, Allen was sustained as Presiding 
Elder. The village was always very small —  by March 
1886, only twenty-five families lived at Pine.

' The colony of Wilford, north of Pine, was 
founded in l880.^ It was so named in honor of Apostle 
Wilford Woodruff. Settlers were attracted to this area 
because of the availability of water. A small creek 
flowed through the settlement, and a tannery was built

1958.
29Interview with Mrs. Rial C. Allen, August 21,
%Q "Snowflake Stake History," MS.
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on its banks. By 1883* thirteen families resided at 
Wilford. A ward was established and Joseph H. James was 
appointed Bishop with Andrew L. Rogers and Charles 
Whiting as counselors. Just before disaster struck the 
colony in 1885, the population had slowly grown to az 31total of one hundred and ten.

The life of the town depended upon the creek 
for irrigation and for the tannery, and when the creek
became dry in 188$, the disheartened settlers moved

32east to Snowflake and Taylor.
When it was certain that the Little Colorado

settlements could not support a growing population,
Joseph H. Richards and John Bushman departed from
Joseph City, on October 3o, 1882, in search of new
farming areas. They traveled fifty miles south along
Chevelon Creek, and from a temporary encampment made

33explorations of the surrounding country.
A spring of water which could be developed into 

a permanent supply, was found at the site of the present 
Heber on November 3. The party returned to the river 
settlements the following day. Their favorable report 
induced several settlers to the spring in March 1883.

Ibid.
'Ibid.
’Bushman, op. cit.. n.p.
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They immediately erected cabins and began to farm. 
Because of the good quality of the soil, crops were 
raised with comparatively little difficulty. Within a 
short time newcomers arrived, and before long Heber 
became a growing community. New arriving colonizers 
were each given twenty-five acres of farming land and 
one city lot.

Another Mormon settlement in the area of Silver
Creek was Snowflake. Here, the Mormons also found rich
farming land and sufficient water for irrigation
purposes. The first Mormon settlers in the area were
William J. Flake, Thomas West, Jesse Brady, and

■55Alexander Steward. All of them were from the 
abandoned Tayor colony on the Little Colorado. Because 
of the rich land, the area was immediately considered 
for purchase by the Church. Stinson, who owned three 
hundred acred of this land, finally sold it for $11,000 
worth of cattle in 1878. The townsite was chosen in 
September of that year during a visit of Apostle 
Erastus Snow. The village received its name through a 
combination of the names, Snow and Flake.

Other towns which became predominantly Mormon 
were Taylor, Shumway, Show Low, and Pinedale. Settlers

34'*Snowflake Stake History”.
^ Deseret News. August 3, 1878.
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migrating from the abandoned colonies came to these 
agricultural centers. Forest Dale, also in the Silver 
Creek area, was the only place which had difficulties 
with the United States Army at Fort Apache. This colony 
was situated just over the Mogollon Rim from Show Low.
Although the area was very suitable for agriculture, the 
Saints were not able to remain. Because the Indians 
had been farming in the little valley prior to the
V'; * r, . f T : , ; . ' ' 'explorations of David E. Adams and Alfred Cluff, the 
senior officer at Fort Apache claimed it to be a part

36
of an Indian reservation. An investigation was conducted 
by the settlers, and it indicated that they were located 
three or four miles away from the boundary line of the 
reservation.^^ The officer still maintained his former 
stand, and the settlers were forced to move in 1879*
Only one year later, in the fall of i860, President Jesse 
N. Smith of the Eastern Arizona Stake received assurance 
from Gen. Carr, the new commanding officer, at Fort 
Apache ,that the locality definitely was not on the 
reservation. He stated that he would be pleased to
have the Mormon settlers re-colonize the area A

3 6Deseret News, August 24, 1877* 
‘ 3 7 .Fish, "History of Arizona". 

•^Smith, op. cit.. p. 478.



new ward was established and twenty families returned 
to the abandoned site.

Settlement in the upper Colorado Valley can be 
arranged into one group, of which the largest is 
St. Johns. Before l8?8, there was comparatively little 
Mormon activity in this area. Colonizers, who had 
abandoned the Little Colorado settlements, came to the 
valley. They became very enthusiastic when they 
recognized the superior quality of land and water. The 
country was also well timbered. In these higher regions 
agriculture could have been carried on to some extent 
without irrigation; however, to assure a good crop, 
diversion dams were built in the small tributaries

39which fed into the main stream of the Little Colorado. 
These were constructed and maintained with comparatively 
little expense. It is very unfortunate that the first 
Mormon settlers into northern Arizona followed the 
advice of Brown and did not go further south into the 
Mogollen Mountains, where water and timber were 
excellent compared to what was found on the lower 
Little Colorado.

As early as 1864, Solomon Barth recognized the
area where St. Johns was built as most favorable for

: :
settlement. During this year he built a cabin five

39"St. Johns Stake History," MS.
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miles below the later St. Johns. Not until several 
years later, however, in 1871, did Barth and his two 
brothers Morris, and Nathan, settle St.Johns with a 
group of thirty families. Most of the men in this 
group were drivers of wagons which hauled supplies to

4oFort Apache« These settlers decided to name the
colony San Marcos Baca, and to dedicate it to San Juana
Bautista, a patron saint. To the Mexicans, who began to

4lsettle there, the town became San Juan. When 
application was made to the Postmaster General for a 
post office, he ordered the name changed from San Juan 
to St. Johns. The letter "s" was added to make it more 
euphonious. It is reported that the Postmaster General
said, '"It is time those Mexicans found out they are

42living in the United States.
It was in November, 18791 that the Mormon 

Church, through the efforts of Ammon M. Tenney made a 
purchase of the Barth interests at St. Johns, paying 
$19,000. A short time later migration to St. Johns began 
to increase. The following year enough members were 
there to start a regular church organization. David K. 
Udall of Kanab, Utah, was asked to come to St. Johns 
and serve as Bishop. He was in this office for several

ko

kl

42

Fish
Ibid

9 "History of Arizona"

ftSt. Johns Stake History"



years, and became President of the St. Johns Stake 
when it was organized.



CHAPTER V

A WAY OF LIFE ON THE FRONTIER
One aspect of Mormon colonization in northern 

Arizona which is essential to the whole history, is the 
significance of religion in the lives of the settlers. 
The social, agricultural, and political affairs of the 
colonies were blended with religion in such a thorough 
manner that it is impossible to discuss these factors 
without first discussing the power of this religion. 
Brigham Young1s colonization system was so successful 
because it was based on and operated by the Church.
No matter where new colonies were established, they 
were still governed through the Church. This supreme 
power of the executive was placed in the office of the 
President of the Church, who every six months was 
sustained by the members of the Church as Prophet, Seer, 
and Revelator of God. The Prophet's wishes, and 
commands were received by the members of the Church as 
revelations of divine authority.

The highly efficient organization of the Church 
maintained direct supervision over the colonies. The 
highest religious authority in a settlement was the 
Bishop. He supervised the administration of the
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ecclesiastical affairs of the ward, the smallest
territorial division of the Church. The Bishop was
directly responsible to the President of the Stake in

1which his ward was located. A Bishop did more than 
administer the laws of the Church. He instructed his 
ward in the economical administration of their farms, 
and supervised social activity as well.

Before a man was given the important responsi
bility of Bishop or Stake President, he had to prove 
himself in the school of experience. Sometimes, 
however, he was delegated the authority of the Bishop 
before a group of colonists departed for their 
destination. If this was not the case, the settlement 
was shortly visited by President Young, or by one of 
the Twelve Apostles, who organized a ward by appointing 
a Bishop.

The Bishop was never without the benefit of 
the counsel of his leaders. Apostles visited the wards 
frequently. He also had his two counselors who gave 
advice in solving problems within the ward. At the 
weekly Sunday meetings, whenever desirable, the Bishop 
or a visiting Stake President advised the people on 
any or all topics that were related to the success of

The Stake is a large territorial division containing many wards, or churches.
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the settlement. The ideas of the most able men in
Mormondom were thus made available to all. As often
as possible President Young would tour the colonies,
giving addresses and counsel wherever needed.

It was not long after the establishment of the
Little Colorado settlements that a few of the higher
authorities visited the colonies. Daniel H. Wells,
counselor to President Young, Apostles Erastus Snow,and
Brigham Young, Jr., and others arrived June 2, l8?6,
at Sunset. Their purpose was to learn the needs and

2successes of the colonies. They visited Obed, Allen's
Camp, Ballinger's Camp, and by June 8, had returned to
the Colorado on their way to Salt Lake City.

By the end of 1877 there were enough settlers
to form a Stake, and January 25, 1878, John W. Young,
a counselor to President Young, arrived at Ballinger’s

3Camp for that p u r p o s e T w o  days later, a meeting was 
held at which Young officially organized the Little 
Colorado Stake. He chose the following officers to 
preside over the Stake: Lot Smith, President; Jacob 
Hamblin, first counselor; and Lorenzo H. Hatch, second 
counselor. Frihoff G. Nielson was appointed Stake 
recorder at this t i m e T h e  Little Colorado Stake

2"Little Colorado Stake".
3Jenson, op. cit.. p. 437.
4
"kittle Colorado Stake"•
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with its headquarters at Sunset, was the first Mormon 
ecclesiastical organization in Arizona. It had within 
its jurisdiction all the Mormon settlements in the 
Little Colorado valley, as well as all colonies in the 
Tonto Basin.area.

Before long, other Stakes were formed. Among 
them were Eastern Arizona Stake, St. Johns Stake, and 
Snowflake Stake. The Eastern Arizona Stake was created 
in 1879i when many of the Mormons moved from the Little 
Colorado to the St. Johns and Snowflake areas, where 
farming conditions were better. In forming the new 
Stakes of St. Johns and Snowflake, the Church thought 
it wise to follow the Navajo and Apache County boundary 
lines. The Little Colorado Stake, as well as the 
Eastern Arizona Stake, was abandoned when the two new 
Stakes were formed. In accordance with instructions 
from the President of the Church, who at this time was 
John Taylor, special Apostles were appointed to 
formally establish the two Stakes. A conference at 
St. Johns on July 24, 1887* established the Stake 
covering all of eastern Arizona including the wards 
of Ramah, Erastus, St. Johns, Eagar, Nutrioso, and 
Alpine.  ̂ David K. Udall was sustained President on

5,,St. Johns Stake History",
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July 23» 18871 with E . N . Freeman and W. S. Gibbons
as his counselors.̂  A message arrived that President
Taylor was ill and would probably die soon, so Apostles
Brigham Young Jr., Francis M. Lyman, and John H. Smith

7returned to Utah without organizing Snowflake Stake.
These same men, however, returned in December of that

8same year and formally organized Snowflake Stake.
These stakes were significant factors in the

social life of the colonies. Certain Stake Conferences%
were the only occasions for all of the settlers in one
large area to meet, visit, and exchange news. There
are, however, other social relations which should not
be overlooked. These are, the role of authority in
a Mormon community, polygamy, social relations with
non-Mormons and entertainment. It is essential to
emphasize the importance of authority in the Mormon
scheme of life, for in it lies the success and failure
of colonies. The strength of the Church lies in the
conception of the priesthood as the medium through

9which God directs the affairs of men. According to

Udall, op. cit.* p. 148. 
7"Snowflake Stake".
8Ibid.
,Anderson, op. cit., p. 243
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Mormon belief, the priesthood may be conferred upon 
any worthy male member of the Church by any one who 
has previously received its higher degrees. When an 
officer of the Church speaks with the authority of the 
priesthood, there is little likelihood that his 
commands will be disregarded. This is true not only 
in matters.of the spirit, but also in mundane affairs.

It would be incorrect, however, to assume 
that community affairs were dictatorially conducted.
No Mormon leader, though appointed by the authorities, 
could hold office against the will of the people. If 
there was just cause for opposition from his group, 
or if he misused his authority in any way, he was 
released from his position. In directing his group 
in projects such as constructing a fort, the local 
leader was careful to win and keep the support of those 
over whom he presided.

The adult males were commonly called together 
to discuss problems and to assist in making plans. 
Sometimes a special business meeting convened at the 
close of a religious meeting, but the Saints were 
never particular when they discussed business.
Frequently they discussed agriculture, or livestock 
problems as a part of their religious services, because 
for them, daily life was religion. Even at Stake 
Conferences, decisions were made to enclose a new field,
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maintain a cooperative herd, or levy a tax for the 
building of a road.*-®

The idea of the equality of all men led to 
a unity of action, a cooperation of all members of the 
organization to one end. This plan of cooperation 
which the Saints adopted made possible the development 
of a commonwealth in the most desolate, forbidding 
areas in the West. Their land, and communal living 
systems were new ideas in western development. To 
these one must add their peculiar social system. It 
was a unique combination of civil and religious laws.

It is not an overstatement to set the percentage 
of Mormon families in northern Arizona practicing 
polygamy at 85.^  This percentage is very high because 
this area was a refuge for polygamous families from 
Utah. Those who were not initially engaged in polygamy 
often returned to Utah to obtain second and third wives. 
It may appear that with two or more wives in the family 
there would be constant bickering, fighting and in 
general a great deal of ill-feeling. Usually, when two 
wives did live together, and this was not infrequent,

^0Smith, op. cit., p. 293•
"^Based on number indicated practicing polygamy 

by the genealogical records published in A Brief History of Joseph City.
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the situation was solved by the second wife recognizing
her place as a co-worker with the first wife. Even
during sickness or poor health of one of the wives, the
dominating factor was cooperation of those who shared

12the husband's love.
In almost all cases where polygamy was practiced 

the first wife had to give the final consent before a 
second wife could enter the family. If approval was 
given, there was a brief courtship. Often the first 
wife would go with her husband to the Temple where the 
second marriage would take place.

Living in plural marriage was not always 
pleasant. Loneliness and insufficient support occured 
in many families. Often the husband would not be able 
to live with either wife because of anti-polygamous 
laws which forced the husbands to become fugitives.
Even if the husband was not in hiding or prison, the 
second wife often lived a difficult life. Although 
neglect was not the rule, it did appear frequently 
during the l880's when one was put on trial for visiting 
his wife, if she was married in polygamy.

One of the few diversions for the lonely

Smith, op. cit., p. 237
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pioneers were social gatherings. President Young
urged the pioneers to sing while they worked and to
dance in the evening when the work was finished.
Although dancing in general was encouraged, waltzes and
other "round dances", were frowned upon. Partners
holding hands at two-arm length was considered proper.
Before 1893» dancing was almost restricted to the
square dance. Early in 1893« a petition, circulated
in the settlement of Joseph City. It was signed by
forty-one young people asking that waltzing be allowed
in the public dances. The local Relief Society promptly
met the shocking movement with a counter-petition which

l4was signed by a greater number of conservatives.
"Such Dances", said the bishop, "had originated in the 
houses of ill-fame, and the Church is endeavoring to 
keep the low, vulgar dancing from the people.

At times towns joined in a celebration, such as 
the one given on the 4th of July. The pioneer idea of 
a proper observance of this national holiday included a 
great deal of "gunnery". The method of applause after 
the forenoon oration and following each of the minor

^Interview with Rulon E. Porter, August 27, 1958.
14The Relief Society is a women's society which 

operates within the Church organization.
^Interview with Rulon E. Porter, August 27, 1958.
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features of the program was a salvo of gunfire just 
outside of the building in which the meeting was held. 
Almost always there was a picnic, as well as foot-races,
wrestling, shooting-matches, and other similar activities.

6
To close the day's activities, a public dance was held.

Parties of small groups were not uncommon. These 
were mostly parties at which candy was made. Molasses 
candy was most often made since this commodity was easily 
produced in the local settlements. Each autumn, just 
before the frost arrived, the sorghum cane was chopped 
with a hoe and hauled to the mill. After the juice had 
been extracted, and boiled, the cooled sorghum became 
a dark thick syrup. It was with a feeling of pride that 
the Saints could store gallons of precious sorghum for 
winter. When the last batch of sorghum was cooked, there 
was a celebration. At this time such games as "sheep run" 
and "three deep" plus singing and quiet games around the 
fire helped to pass the autumn evening as the last batch 
cooked sufficiently.

One other form of entertainment was the carpet 
rag bee. Women and girls would often meet to cut and 
sew carpet rags. Later these rags would be used on 
hand looms to make carpets for the rough pine floors.

^Interview with Viona Ballard, August 9, 1959.
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The carpet bee offered one of the few times when * 
the women could have their own social. Often this 
social presented a rare treat in companionship for a 
few hours, which helped to break the monotony of daily 
pioneer life. Also, in this manner several hours of 
work were accompanied by good fun. Usually a bee ended 
with the serving of refreshments, usually white bread 
and butter

Religious functions also did much to ease the 
loneliness of pioneers life. Quarterly stake conferences 
offered a special occasion, at which members from 
different settlements could meet and enjoy themselves.
At St. Joseph, the celebration of the 24th of March, the 
date of the arrival of the first pioneers in the Little 
Colorado area, had become a custom. Each year the 
celebration equalled if not surpassed the 4th of July 
celebrations.

Opportunities for social gatherings were not 
as frequent as the pioneers would have liked because 
farming and the disasters encountered took so much of 
their time. As it had been in Utah, the movement 
into northern Arizona was a squatter movement in the 
beginning. Later, land was preempted. As soon as legal

Brinkerhoff and Brewer, op. cit., p. $4.17
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titles were available in 1880, the Saints started their
long and difficult battle for ownership of the land
they had worked so hard to irrigate and settle. The
pioneers usually followed President Young's policy
concerning the size of farms. As Brigham Young
admonished in a sermon in Richmond, Utah, in i860,
"Do not be anxious to have large farms, more than you
can till, but divide your lands with your brethren and
make yourselves humble and happy." By l8?6, this
advice had definitely become Church doctrine. "Ten acres
of good land well cultivated were better than twenty

19or thirty acres uncared for and producing weeds," were
20the comments of one Church official.

Because the United Order was practiced so 
thoroughly during the first years of the Little Colorado

Deseret News, March 21, i860. Brigham Y6ung's 
position seems hardly consistent, for he early became an 
extensive land holder. For instance his dairy farm 
consisted of 1400 acres and his "Big Field" produced 1300 
tons of hay in 1857, as was recorded in the Journal 
History of the Church, October 1, 1857• Although he had 
a large family and his operations furnished employment 
to many, his example undoubtedly weakened somewhat the 
force of his precept, and caused some to demand more 
acreage than allotted to them.

19Deseret News, June 1, 1875.
20The Church officials are sometimes called 

General Authorities. They include any one of the three 
persons in the First Presidency, the iwel ve Apostles, 
the Seven Presidents of Seventy, the assistants to the 
twelve and the members of the Presiding Bishopric.
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settlements there was no division of land for private 
ownership. In other areas, division, classification,

21and drawing for city and farming lands was most common.
The major obstacle to land titles was the 

railroad. The Atlantic and Pacific Railway Co. had 
been granted its charter by the federal government on 
July 2?, 1866, thus receiving right of way extending 
one hundred miles on each side of its track from 
Springfield, Missouri, to Albuquerque, New Mexico. The 
route then continued to the headwaters of the Little 
Colorado, thence along the thirty-fifth parallel of 
latitude to the Colorado. From there it was to arrive
in San Diego by the most practicable route across

22California.
In order to encourage and assist in the 

settlement parallel to the railroad, the United States 
government granted alternate (odd-numbered) sections 
of land in an eighty mile strip —  forty miles on each 
side of the railroad —  through New Mexico and Arizona 
open to settlers. This grant also stated that settlers 
already established on any of these sections before the

^"Snowflake Stake”.
22Glenn Danford Bradley, The Story of the Santa 

Fe (Boston: Richard G. Badger Co., 1928), p. 208.
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grant was made should be guaranteed an equal amount

23of land outside of the one hundred mile limit.
Surveys were not made for some years after the original
grant. At the time of the first grant the exact route
had not been definitely determined —  indeed as late
as 1878, there seemed little indication that the
proposed railroad would be built. Work, however, was
finally begun in 1880, and construction had reached
as far west as Joseph City, Arizona, by November, l88l.

Even-though the colonizers in the Little
Colorado could not immediately buy the land upon
arrival, they did announce their intention of doing
so. Just two months after their arrival the Saints
sent a petition to the Supervisors of Yavapai County,
stating that they were situated on lands adjoining
and on both sides of the Little Colorado from below
Sunset Crossing at various points along the river to
within five miles of Holbrook. Also mentioned in the
petition was their plan to make permanent settlements
and to build mills and factories which would help

25develop the country. At a meeting of the Joseph City

23Ibid.. p. 209.
24James Marshall, Santa Fe; the Railroad That 

Built an Empire (New York; Random House, 1945), p. 16?.
25»*Journal of John Bushman".
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United Order held June 15» i860, Henry M. Tanner,
Joseph M. Hansen, and Hans Nielson were asked to go
to Prescott to enter a claim for the land which they
o c c u p i e d . T h e  claim, however, did not give them
title, and it was not until many years later that they

2?were able to buy the land.
The crops throughout the Little Colorado and

adjoining stakes were not as good as expected, and
when it appeared that they might lose their land many
became very discouraged. The Saints had expended great
energy in building dams, canals and in many other ways
improving their land. The situation began to look
somewhat encouraging when the question about the title
to their lands was championed by the president of the
Snowflake Stake, Jesse N. Smith. for fear that the
railroad would force many to move from their farms,
Smith departed from Holbrook on February 28, 1883,
with his destination as Washington, D.C. This was the
first major attempt to work out a solution to the

28land problem. His first plan was to try to influence

^"Little Colorado Stake".
27The United Order accounts of Joseph City show 

that seventy dollars was paid for entering land claims in 1880.
28Smith, op. cit.. p. 358.
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politicians to enforce the second land grant which
guaranteed an equal amount of land outside of the
forty mile limit for those who lost land when the
railroad came through. This he failed to do. Smith
did succeed, however, upon one point: He was informed
of a recent land sale by the railroad to the Aztec Land
and Cattle Co. He went to New York where the land
company had its main offices and made an offer to buy.
some of the land which they had just bought. Fortunately,
they were in a position to sell. Smith bought seven
sections of land for Snowflake and Taylor, paying
84.50 per acre. One fifth of the total price was
given to the company at this time, and the balance

29was to be paid in annual instalments.
President Smith returned from New York on 

April 8, and began immediately to help other settlements 
namely, Woodruff. Since Woodruff was located on land 
belonging to the railroad it was more difficult to 
buy. In May, however, he made a trip to Albuquerque 
in an attempt to buy the land in and around Woodruff. 
Again, he was successful, but the price was almost 
doubled In view of the great desire to own their land

29Ibid., p. 362.
5°Ibid.. p. 365.



Smith paid $8.00 per acre for the people of Woodruff.
Title to the land in and around Joseph City 

was more difficult to obtain than anywhere else. The 
Saints had settled, unwittingly, on the sixteenth 
section, which had been set aside as a school section. 
Repeated efforts were made to secure title to the land, 
but it did not become available for purchase until 
1917• At a public auction in the county courthouse in 
Holbrook on April 30, 1917* many settlers were finally 
able to buy their land after having lived on it for 
forty years. There was no competitive bidding at the 
sale and land was obtained at state valuation —  $3.00 
per acre for land lying above the irrigation system,

31and $23.00 per acre for that lying below the canals.
In some cases, Mormons were prohibited 

t9 buy land because of their religious beliefs. This 
was especially true in the St. Johns area where there 
was much anti-Mormon feeling. In St. Johns the 
politicians of the town were especially against the 
Church. During the early years of Mormonism, its 
members had often realized the power of the political 
vote. Governor Ford of Illinois and Governor Boggs of 
Missouri were enemies of the Mormons. Hate reached

120
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such a peak that many of the Saints were chased and
killed by state militias acting on orders from
governors elected by hostile anti-Mormons.

Thus, there was a natural tendency for the
Mormons to band firmly together in attempts to obtain
some voice in government. From the beginning, they took
an active interest in governmental affairs on a
territorial, county, and town level. The task was not
an easy one, because they were not readily accepted
by the non-Mormons in the territory, and had very few
friends in high political office. It was not until
Governor Zulick issued a message to the Arizona
territorial legislature January 12, l887» in which he
asked for a repeal of the anti-Mormon suffrage law, that
the Mormons had the first indication of justice on the
territorial level. Because of Governor Zulick1s actions,

32the act denying the suffrage to Mormons was repealed.
One other friend of the Mormons was Stinson, 

a member of the territorial legislature. During the 
winter of 1878-1879, before the anti-Mormon suffrage 
act was in force, a new county was created out of a 
part of Yavapai County. It was called Apache County. 
Mormon settlements in the eastern part of Arizona,

32George H. Kelley, Legislative History; Arizona 
1864-1912 (Phoenix: The Manufacturing Stationers Inc.,1926), p. 122.
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except Moenkopi, were included within; the boundaries
of the new county. In the appointment of officers for
the new county, Stinson was influential in placing

33two Mormons into political positions. William J.
Flake was appointed to the Board of Supervisors, and 
Edward W. East was appointed county recorder. These 
offices were to be held until a special election could 
take place in June. By a legislative act, Snowflake 
was made the county seat of Apache County until the 
permanent location could also be voted on at the June 
elections.

A political convention met in Snowflake on 
May 25, 18791 which had as its purpose to organize the

34Mormon voters and select a location for a county seat.
A ticket was formed, but no location for a county seat 
was proposed at this time. Jesse N. Smith, the 
principal delegate for the Mormons, would not propose 
a location, because he thought, the site should be 
selected by ballot. Solomon Barth, a wealthy rancher 
in the St. Johns area, and his followers withdrew from 
the convention because of this policy Smith had 
advocated. Barth returned to St. Johns and formed 
another ticket, in opposition to the Mormons.

33Rulon E. Porter,"bistory of Snowflake," MSS
34"Snowflake Stake History".
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The election for officials of Apache county 

was held on June 2, 1879* At the recounting of the 
votes at Snowflake June 16, it was discovered that 
there had been a great amount of fraudulant voting 
at St. Johns, and it was evident that Barth and his

35group had stuffed the ballot boxes of several precincts.
As a result, St. Johns was elected the county seat.
Several charges were made to the country board of
supervisors against counting those precincts which
had more votes than population, but the board failed
to act on any of these affidavits, stating that they
did not have any right to hear affidavits of only one
political party.^ By this means Barth and his
followers were placed in office, although it was evident
that the ticket which the Mormons supported received a

37large majority of the legal votes. Several Mormons 
went to Prescott and started a suit against the officers 
who had been illegally placed into office, but the case 
moved slowly and was placed on the calendar for a very 
distant date. The case was continually postponed until 
November, 1880.

At the June stake conference, a convention was

55Udall, op. cit.. p. 115.
"^Fish, "History of Eastern Arizona".
37Smith, op. cit., p . 246



124
called to meet at Snowflake on September 6, to form

tQa county ticket for the coming election in November. ^  

Notices were sent to each settlement in the county, 
inviting delegates or all who wished, to attend.
Shortly after this notice was sent, Ammon M. Tenney 
received instructions from Apostle Wilford Woodruff 
to supervise the election among the Mormons. Tenney 
stated that he had talked to a representative of the: 
Barth group, J. H. Hubble, who had informed Tenney that 
Barth wanted to have the Mormons join his group and 
promised that he- would share the offices with them at 
the coming election. President Smith told Tenney to 
consult with Barth in an attempt to come to an 
agreement. Smith also told Tenney on what terms to 
make the arrangements. If Tenney succeeded, Smith 
wanted him to report to the Snowflake convention, at 
which time the convention would send delegates to 
St. Johns

The Snowflake convention met on September 6, 
and representatives from every settlement in the 
county, except St. Johns, attended. Smith had not 
heard from Tenney and the convention did not wait.
A straight Mormon ticket was formed without any

Ibid.
Ibid., p. 248



125
compromise with Barth. Tenney, busy with his con
tract on the railroad, did not. know the exact date of 
the convention. On September 8, two days after the 
convention, he met J. H. Hubble, Barth’s agent, about
eight miles east of Bacon Springs in New Mexico, and

4leffected the compromise . When Tenney heard, of <.the
convention going ahead and establishing a ticket, he
was annoyed and said that President Smith had not kept
his promise. Barth thought that there was foul play
somewhere when he was informed that the convention had
met without any consideration of his proposal, so he
broke his agreement with Tenney and formed a ticket
from his own political group in St. Johns.

At the election, Barth and party resorted to
their previous tactics and won all available offices.
The illegal preceedings were again contested, but the
case again remained in the courts for two years until
the term of the elected officials had expired. About
four hundred dollars was spent on the case by the 

42pioneers.
During the l880’s, political difficulties 

increased and reached a height in the passage of the

40
41
42

Ibid.
Tenney, op. cit., n.p.
Levi S. Udall, ’’Mormon Politics in Arizona”
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anti-Mormon suffrage act. Not until after 1887 did 
the Mormons find themselves possessing equal rights. 
From this time on they experienced no political 
discrimination. The territorial legislative halls 
were graced by such stalwart Mormons as Andrew S. 
Gibbons, Collins R. Hakes, Heber Jarvis, J. H.
Pomeroy, J. T. Lesueur, Orrin Standage, and W. T. Webb. 
Standage and Webb were members of the Arizona 
Constitutional Convention in 1910. Since state
hood there have been many members of the Church who 
have served with distinction in both houses of the 
legislature.

It is hoped that this summary of social, 
agricultural, and political affairs has served to 
broaden the understanding of the significance of 
religion in the lives of the early Mormon settlers 
in northern Arizona.

The cost of the Little Colorado and peripheral 
settlements ran into thousands of dollars in hard cash, 
man hours and equipment. Joseph City was the only 
surviving result of this effort among the Little 
Colorado settlements. It is the only settlement 
which became permanent, and is in existence at the 
present time. The attempt to establish settlements

Ibid.



in this area was example of the courage, determination 
and religious philosophy which pioneers of the Church 
displayed, not only in Arizona, but in other areas 
where the elements of nature finally won. Even when 
they saw their efforts being washed down the river 
again and again they still worked and hoped that the 
next time the dam would stay and all would be well. 
Their religion not only gave them courage to endure 
the hardships of the long journey from Utah to their 
new homes but sustained them through periods of 1 
difficulties and even starvation at their places of 
settlement. Despite all their difficulties, they 
founded permanent communities which have continued 
until they are today important cities of Arizona.
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