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: , CHAPTERyl ’ror,

. THE UNITED VERDE AND THE FOUNDING OF JEROME

The early history of that part of the Verde Valley in which 
Jerome was to be founded involves an account of Indian mining, Spanish 

exploration, the beginnings of Anglo-American settlement, and the re
discovery and early development of the United Verde mine, around 
which Jerome was to be built.

The earliest inhabitants of the Verde Valley known to history 
were, of course, the Indians, It is certain that they engaged in mining 

to a limited extent. In the late 1870*8 one of the earliest miners to 
make a location in the vicinity of what was later to become Jerome 
struck and old shaft which apparently had been sunk and later abandoned 
by some of the ancient inhabitants of the valley."*" One writer has 

averred that as early as 935 A. D. the Indians of Tuzigoot, an ancient - 

and only recently excavated Indian pueblo situated six miles below 

Jerome in the Verde Valley, were attracted to the brilliant surface 

minerals which made up the vivid outcrop where the United Verde mine was 
later to be discovered.^ When Marcos Farfafr-de los Godos visited the valley

■ 1Jerome Chronicle, Mar. 2, 1895,

■ ^Charles M. Morgan, "Jerome," Arizona Highways, XXV (May, 19h0),
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in 1599, he

found an old shaft, three estados [qxl estado is the height of 
a man^" in depth, from which the Indiana extracted the ores for 
their personal adornment and the coloring of their blankets, 
because in this mine there are brown, black, water-colored, 
blue and green ores.?

Further evidence that the Indians’ mining was only to procure coloring 
has been supplied by the fact that an extensive search of their cliff 
homes has failed to uncover any metal vessel or trinkets.^

The first Spanish explorer to.penetrate the Verde Valley was 
Antonio de Espejo, a wealthy and adventurous citizen of New Spain who, 

in 1582, organized an expedition to rescue two friars who had remained . 

behind to live among and convert the Indians after the retreat of the 

Chamuscado expedition of the preceding year.

His discovery that the two friars had been slain achieved the 
expedition's announced purpose, but Espejo, apparently fired by an in
satiable curiosity, decided to continue his explorations. A new object 
was given to his marchings when Indians of the province of Moqui told him 

of some rich mines. *1 found them,” wrote Espejo, "and with my own hands 

extracted ore from them, said by those who know to be very rich..... • 
Diego F^rez de Lux61, who accompanied Espejo, disagreed with him as to 
the value of the mines, and noted in his journal that "the mines were... . 

in a very rough sierra; so worthless that we did not find in any of them

^Herbert Eugene Bolton, Spanish Exploration in the Southwest, p. 169.
Jerome Reporter, quoted in Verde Copper News, Mar. 17, 1920. 

^Bolton, op. cit., p. 169.

4



a trace of silver, as they were copper mines, and poor.*
However, Espejo's report of his discovery stimulated an interest 

in northern exploration which, among other things, resulted in the 

previously mentioned visit of Captain Marcos Farfan, a subaltern of 

C^ate, to the mines seventeen years later.' Farfan described the vein as 

"very wide and rich and of many outcrops, all containing ores. The vein," 
he continued, "ran along the hill in plain view, and crossed over to 
another hill which was opposite, where they took from twenty-eight to 
thirty claims." Other veins were also found, and Farfan's report solemnly 
declared that."the veins are so long and wide that half of the people of 
Hew Spain can have mines there."

Various writers have attempted to pinpoint the site of these veins.

Bancroft reasons that
Taking his /Espejo's/ distance of forty-five leagues from Moqui 
and sixty leagues from Zuni, we might locate his mine in the 
region of the Bill Williams Mountain forty or fifty miles north 
of FYescott. The record hardly justifies:any more definitev 
location."

Parish is noncommittal,- simply stating that the mines' "are 

supposed to have been somewhere near the base of the San Francisco 

Mountains and not far from. . . Prescott.* On the basis of the

°George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey (trans.), Expedition into New 
Mexico Made by- Antonio de EspejoV 1582-83, Journal of Diego Pg'rez do Luxdn, 
_p. 107.

'Bolton, op. cit., p. 237•

8Ibid., p. 244....... ' ... .. “ " " - -..- " ..... - -

: "Hubert H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and Hew Mexico, 1550-1888, 

Thomas E. Parish, History of 'Arizona, II, p. 30.

p. 88
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distance that Espejo must have traveled from New Spain, the short-lived
Jerome Chronicle concluded that "we may well locate his mine in the Black

Hills Range, in the vicinity of Jerome." It agreed with Bancroft that
11"to locate it more definitely would be a difficult task."

Nevertheless, since the United Verde outcrop at Jerome is the 

only ore body ever found large enough to dovetail with the descriptions 

given by Espejo and Farfdtn, it is generally assumed that it is the same 
deposit to which the explorers were guided by the Indians. Indeed, the 
conjecture— and it is purely a conjecture— has been hazarded that the 
United Verde may have been the first mine on which a white man ever set 
foot in what is now the United States.

From the time of the visits of the Spanish explorers to the 

valley in the sixteenth century until the I860’s, apparently nothing of 
historical interest occurred in the area. But soon after the establish

ment of the Territorial Government (186$) and the founding of Prescott, 
groups of pioneers began to fan out and establish settlements throughout 

the territory. The first white settlement in the valley was made in 186$, 

when one of these groups settled on a tract of land in the V formed by the 

junction of the Verde River and Clear Creek.^ Two-hundred acres of land 
were put under cultivation, and a rather low-grade barley, threshed by 

hand, was hauled over the mountains to Fort Whipple, where the settlers 
were able to sell it for seventeen dollars per hundred pounds. The valley 

soon became known as a promising agricultural district, attracting many

11
12

15

Jerome Chronicle, Mar. 2, 1895• 
Verde Copper News, Sept. 25, 192$.

Parish, op. cit., IV, p. 21$.
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new settlers, who made their homes along the Verde and its tributaries. 

Within fifteen years most of the tillable area was o c c u p i e d . •
At first these inhabitants were not molested by Indians,"but as 

the continuing influx of settlers soon seemed to threaten to deprive 

the Hualapai and Yavapai of their lands, the Indians began to attack the 

white interlopers, and for a decade they were to wreak much havoc upon 
the s et t le r s . T h e  Indians* reaction was a natural one, for they were 
more closely attached to the Verde Valley than to any other part of their 
domain. It was an ideal place for them, both from the standpoint of food 

supply and of defense. The fertile bottom lands could be cultivated 

with ease, and the high cliffs overlooking the Verde River had numerous 

ledges on which the Indians could build dwelling places safe from attack. 

Its climate was ideal and there was an abundance of game and fish. Even 

after they had been finally driven from the valley, many of them were to 
return to the home of their youth to hunt, fish, camp, and serve, in 
the employ of the various ranchers.*?

Once aroused, the marauding Indiana ravaged the area so effectively 

that it was soon found necessary to dispatch a detail of soldiers to the 

valley to establish and man a military post, which was called Camp

*^Thomas Arthur Rickard, The History of American Mining, p. 28?.

^Patrick Hamilton, The Resources of Arizona, p. $8$.
Herbert V. Young, newspaper article (n. d.), "United Verde 

Extension Co.," Arizona Pioneers Historical Society, Tucson.

^ Jerome Chronicle, Mar. 2, 1895•
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Lincoln (1864). In 1866 the camp was moved to a site five miles north 

of its original location (which put it forty miles east of Prescott),
1 Qand was renamed Camp Verde.10 A reservation was established at this camp 

in 1875, and several hundred Indians were herded into it. When widespread 

sickness among the Indians decimated their numbers, they were transferred, 

in 1875, bo the San Carlos reservation in the White Mountains.The 
removal of the Indians from the valley brought an end to the Indian 
menace

The removal of the Indians was followed by an increase of white
settlers in the valley. Though the basis for the prosperity of the area

surrounding what was to become Jerome was agricultural, it was not so

with the town, which came into existence solely to meet the needs of the

miners, and whose growth and prosperity were to be inextricably linked
21with that of the various mines in the vicinity. Actually, until about 

1915 the town was dependent for its existence upon only one mine, the 
United Verde, described by a recognized mining authority as "the richest

Frank C. Lockwood, Pioneer Days in Arizona, p. $k.
19Ibid., p. 185.
20On February 5> 1895* the Camp Verde reservation was opened for 

settlement, and six weeks later it was reported that of the ten thousand 
acres included within the reserve, almost four-thousand acres had'been 
snapped';,up by_settlers-.-. -Many families were living in the old buildings 
at the post and were already preparing and cultivating their land, most 
of which was averred irrigable. Jerome Chronicle, Apr. 27, 1895.

Jerome Mining Mews, Apr. 20, 1901.21



mine ever owned by an individual. Any adequate study of Jerome, 

therefore, must involve at least a delineation of the salient features of 

this great copper mine. As a writer of theological bent expressed it:

"A.story of Jerome without mention of the United Verde Copper,Company 

would be like the Old Testament without reference to M o s e s . i
The first problem which confronts the historian, that of ascer

taining the person or persons responsible for the discovery (or rather, 
rediscovery) of the mine, is a baffling: one. *1 could write a book on 
the stories given me by prospectors and others as .to the original 
ownership of the ^Onited Verde^ prospect," wrote George Wharton James 

in 1917. Looking about for an example of the prospectors1 ability at 
"down-right convincing, all-pervading, satisfactory lying," he could cite 

no better illustration than the multifarious versions of original ownership 

of the United Verde. . .
I know more than half a dozen prospectors all of whom at one time 
owned the United Verde Copper Mine— of course when it was a - 
prospect. One of them sold it for a burro; another for a quarter 
of venison; another for one hundred and.fifty dollars cash; 
another for.a one-eyed mule; and still another for a few plugs 
of tobacco. ' ' * f. : : : . -

Writers have assigned the discovery (or original ownership) of 
the mine to various persons. McClintock has asserted that the noted

.^Rickard, The Romance of Mining, p. 255* _ •
^Arizona Republican, Mar. 51 >1900.

George Wharton James, Arizona the Wonderland, p. 195«24
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Indian scout, A1 Sieber,^ made the original discovery,^ and this claim 

has been echoed by subsequent writers.^ Credit for the discovery has 

also been given to a man named Doherty (apparently a misspelling of 

"Dougherty”). He is said to have noticed the paint used by the Indians, 

and,,suspecting that it came from a mineral source, to have followed 

them up the Verde River to the claim which was later to bear the river's 

name. Here he found a red oxide of copper oozing from a crevice at the 

foot of a hill, and, after prospecting the area, located his claim.

That a John Dougjherty, along with John D. Boyd, was one of the earliest 

claimants in the area is affirmed ty McClintock and substantiated by Boyd 

himself. According to the latter, Dougherty and he entered the Verde 
Valley in January, 1876, on a prospecting jaunt from Pioche, Nevada, and 
prospected over what later became the United Verde. They then located 
several claims, and organized the Verde Mining District.^9

^This colorful figure, a Civil War veteran, came West and served 
as a government scout from 1871 to 18?1. He was crushed to death by a 
huge boulder in 1907 at the age of sixty-three. Daily Arizona Silver Belt; 
Feb. 20, 1907. ' — —

^James H. McClintock, Arizona, II, p. b06,
27por example, Rickard, A History of American Mining, p. 288.
28Jerome Mining News, May 18, 1903.

29ibid.'. Mar. 17, 19Ob. When, in 1891, a suit for the possession
of certain portions of the Copper Chief mine was being waged between....
William Andrews Clark and other owners of the mine, Clark settled an 
annuity of one hundred dollars per month upon Boyd, its discoverer, 
apparently in an attempt to influence his testimony. But after the suit 
was compromised the payments were halted, and Boyd was dismissed from 
Clark's employ. From that time on Boyd was practically a charge upon the 
county, and when his health began he was compelled to enter the
county hospital, where he died practically penniless. In his obituaiy he 
was erroneously described as "the original discoverer of the great United 
Verde mine." Prescott-Joumal Miner, Nov. 28, 1907.



Out of the conflicting maze of testimony, however, one emerges 
with the conclusion that credit for the discovery of the particular 

claims which were to form the nucleus of the United Verde— the Eureka 

and Wade Hampton— belongs to M. A. Ruffner, one of the pioneer farmers, 

who entered the valley shortly after its opening. Though Ruffner owned 

land, his chief interest lay not in farming, but in prospecting through
out the surrounding hills.^ in 18J6 he happened upon what he dubbed the 
Eureka claim, and on June 16, 1876, he officially located it.51 A year 
later, on June 18, 1877> he, along with Angus McKinnon, also located the 
Wade Hampton claim.^ .

One writer has maintained that the discovery of the first of 

these rich ore deposits was brought about by a chance discovery of some 

copper floats on the mountains by two Verde Valley ranchers on their way 

to.and from Prescott. The ranchers, not interested•in following up 
their discovery, gave the floats to three prospectors, telling them where 
they had picked them up. The, prospectors purportedly found there aa 

bold cropping of rock,* the outcropping of what was to become the United
55 ;Verde.^ Some degree of probability is lent to this account by the fact

that Ruffner, in need of money with which to continue the development
■ •. : : \ : . .r.- .. .. : '■ ■ : “ ■■ ^

of his claim, soon transferred two-thirds interest in the property to 
the McKinnon brothers, George (sometimes given as "John”)5^ and Angus,

^Herbert V. Young, "Historical Sketch of the United Verde Copper 
Company,w Mining Congress Journal, XVI (Apr. 1950), &. *

■■■ 31 • ■ ■■ ■ • - : \  V "  j:y Record of Mines (Yavapai County), V, 890-91• Hereafter cited 
as Record of Mines. . 1  L:

5^General Index to Mines (Yavapai County), No. 1, 709.
Jerome Mining News, Apr. 20, 1901.

5^His wife enjoyed several distinctions. She was the first white
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irvexchange for a grubstake andltheir personal services.^ Perhaps 
Ruffner's discovery did come from a lead from the ranchers, and, writing 

several years after the event and aware that three prospectors had been the 

mine's earliest developers, the writer simply slipped into an anachronism 

in describing the three prospectors as its discoverers. . • :
Ruffner and his associates sank a shaft to a depth of forty-five 

feet, and favorable showings of good ore were uncovered. But the 
McKinnms, fearing that to continue to sink the shaft would result in 
knocking the bottom out and spoiling a promising prospect, began to 
advocate selling o u t R u f f n e r , ^7 who it will be recalled now held only

y • _
woman to 'borne to Jerome, and blew the first steam whistle at the United 
Verde mine and rang the first bell at the hoist. Their child was the 
first white child born in Jerome and the first to be buried in its 
cemetery. Following the disposal of his interest in the mine, McKinnon 
went to Mexico, where he engaged in the raising of coffee and in mining. 
Jerome News, Jan. 7, 1916.

^Young, "Historical Sketch of the United Verde Copper Company," 
op. cit., g. C. - -

The McKinnons, like many other prospectors, were unwilling 
to work on their prospect for fear that they might undermine it in 
more senses than one. Rickard tells of meeting an old and seemingly- 
dazed Negro in the pine woods near Breckenridge, Colorado. When 
Rickard asked him where his prospect was, he replied: "Thaar's the
best mine in the State ruined by that damned nigger in Denver. He put 
in a shot and blew out all the ore." The story has variants, but it 
suggests the danger of doing too much work on a prospect when a buyer 
is in the offing. Rickard, Romance of Mining, p. 28.

37After Ruffner and his partners had sold out, he took his share 
and went to Palomas, on the lower Gila River, where he unsuccessfully 
attempted a ditch project, losing all his money in the venture. He 
drifted to Phoenix, and died in a hotel there on September 17, 1884.
(His uncle, George 0. Ruffner, served as Sheriff of Yavapai County 
from 1894 off and on until his death in 1955«) Verde Copper News,
Sept. 19, 1924; May 24, 1932.



a one-third interest'in the property, permitted the two brothers to 

override his objections, and prospective buyers were invited to inspect 
the claims.>8

In 1880 Dr. James Douglas, who after 1881 was to be connected

with Phelps Dodge Corporation in the development of its mines in Southern

Arizona, inspected the claims on behalf of two Philadelphians, J. P.
Logan and Charles Lenig (sometimes spelled "Denning"). Douglas was
favorably impressed by the properties, but, to use his own words,

it was thirty-odd miles from Prescott oyer a bad road and 
beyond the summit of a mountain range; It gave promise of being 
a mine of value when approached by a railroad, but utterly 
valueless at one hundred and eight miles from the nearest 
railroad communications. I decided not to recommend the purchase.̂

However, his advice, at least as far as it concerned the Eureka 

claim, was ignored, for this claim was bought by Lenig.^

William Murray, a nephew of Eugene Jerome, the New York 
financier for whom the town of Jerome was to be named, was ordered by 
his physician in 1879 to sever his connections with the mining exchange 
in San Francisco and go to Arizona for his health. Once there, he 

became acquainted with Territorial Governor F. A. Tritle, who had 

previously hired Frederick F. Thomas, a capable mining engineer of 
Oakland, California, to oanwsa. the territory for promising mining 

properties.

11

^Young, "Historical Sketch of the United Verde Copper Company," 
oj^jiit., ^• o. ~

39H. H. Langton,. James Douglas, A Memoir, p. 53•
40Jerome News, Feb. 8, 1908.
^•Jerome Mining News, Apr. 20, 1901; Jerome News, Feb. 8, 1908.
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In the course of his investigations Thomas journeyed to Prescott 

to look, over some claims, and while there was approached by Angus 
McKinnon, who told him that he had a promising copper mine in the 

Black Hills that he would bond under certain conditions. . Thiswas 

the Made Hampton claim. Thomas was favorably impressed by the claim 

and the properties surrounding it.. On his recommendation Murray and 

Tritle secured a six-months* bond on the property by paying its owners 
five hundred dollars cash, signing a bond for the payment of fifteen 
thousand dollars by the following December (the date of the bond's 
expiration), and agreeing to employ the mine's owners at the rate of 

four dollars per day-each for the duration of the bond.^V

As almost all of the ores which had thus far been unearthed 

were carbonates or oxides, the McKinnons were still fearful of having 

the bottom knocked out of their prospect,, and.as a result but little 
underground work was done.^3 But further examination convinced Thomas 
that all the claims in the immediate vicinity ought to secured in order 

that they might be worked by one company. He thereupon bonded all of 

the surrounding claims (excluding the Eureka)— about eleven in all— and 

consolidated them into one general corporation. This was done for two 

reasons: to insure enough ore to mine on a sufficiently large scale, and, 

"incidentally, to avoid possible objectionable neighbors.

^2Jerome News, Feb. 8, 1908. 
W lbid., Apr. 20, 1912. 

kUibid., Feb. 8, 1908.
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As the date for the bonds' expiration grew nearer, it became 

increasingly apparent that the mine would not be producing by that time. 

"Cy^tle, lacking sufficient money to purchase the properties, but not 

wanting to have to write off as a complete loss the sums already expended 

in their development, decided to have Murray and Thomas try to raise the 

requisite funds in New York.^ According to L. R. Jerome, Murray, 

who preceded Thomas to New York, first attempted to interest Eugene 
Jerome in the venture but was bluntly told that though he bet on horses, 
speculated in stocks, and "even gambled at cards," he would not take a 
chance "on a hole in the ground." Murray thereupon induced Mrs. Eugene 

Jerome and her sister, who had wealth of their own, to invest about 

$200,000 in the undertaking.^
This would seem to indicate that the financial role of Eugene 

Jerome in the organization of the United Verde Company has been overrated, 
and that he owed the position which he was to hold in the new company 
to the investment of his wife and sister-in-law. Of course, it may be 

that Thomas, who came to New York armed with reports, maps, letters, and 

a trunk full of samples which fell apart upon its arrival, was able to 

induce Jerome.to invest in the project.^ Certainly he participated in ■ 
the organization of the company. It was Jerome who pointed out to Thomas

^ Ibid., Feb. 8, 1908.
I\6Later, when W. A. Clark, of Montana, leased the property, he 

is said to have paid the two women, who knew nothing about the property 
and had begun to believe that their money was lost, the same amount 
which they had invested in it. Jerome Mining News, Apr. 20, 1901.

L.7■Ibid., Mar. 1?, 1904.



that it was not possible to incorporate on bonds under New York's laws 

but that they must own some property on which to incorporate. His 

suggestion that this requirement could be met by the purchase of half 

of the Wade Hampton was immediately acted upon. A half-ownership was 

acquired fcr #7,I>00. Thomas then secured a lease on the Eureka from 

Lenig, iml the incorporation of the United Verde Copper Company was 

effected on February 23, 1883, with James A. MacDonald, of New York, as 

president, Charles Lenig, vice-president, and Eugene Jerome, secretary 

and treasurer.U8 The company's name, suggested by Thomas, was derived 

from the location of the company's mines in the Verde district.^

The year 1883 marked not only the organization of the United 

Verde but the beginnings of Jerome as wall. It was in this year that 

the town procured its first post off ice. 5° it was obtained through the 

efforts of Thomag, and he became the town's first p o s t m a s t e r P e r c h e d  

at a thirty-three degree angle on the slope of Cleopatra Mountain, the 

t w m  (5,li35 alt.), at this time only "a small gathering of canvas and 

pine board shacks, " was located several hundred yards below the mine

U8Jerome News, Apr. 20, 1912.
ifflbid., Feb. 8, 1908.
5°James S. Douglas, "Facts About the Verde and Copper, But Not 

Romantic," American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers,
XVI (June, 1935), 258. —

5lHe alsolinaugunated the first mail route into the camp.
Jerome News, Feb. 8,1908.

52"i,. c. Palmer. . . of Prescott, runs his stages back and forth 
to Jerome. He has a contract to carry the mails, tri-weekly, for $900 a



PLATE I

"JEROME"

(Photograph by 0. G. Maxwell, Arizona Highwaya.
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That the town was named for Eugene Jerome is indubitable. There

is, however, some question as to who proposed that this should be done.

An early account (1899) averred that Jerome made it a condition precedent

to his investment inthe mines that the town bear his name,^ and •
54subsequent writers have repeated this contention. Another account 

asserts that Thomas, who surveyed the townsite,- gave it the name of 
Jerome "in honor of the Jerome family of New York who were largely 
backing the e n t e r prise.Thomas himself declared that it was he who 
had proposed to name the town for Eugene Jerome.^ •

In the late 1870*s when the various claims which were to make up ' 

the holdings of the United Verde Copper Company were located, the 

neatest practicable railroad station was located at Abilene, Kansas, 
at that time the terminal of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad.

year. He" will not become suddenly rich, but he is favored with a good 
passenger traffic, and, as the 'camp' is growing, his patronage is sure 
to increase.n Prescott Weekly Courier, Nov. 10, 188$.

55Jerome Reporter, quoted in Verde Copper News, Mar. 17, 1920.

WPA Writers* Project, Arizona; A State Guide, p. 
Hereafter cited as WPA. 555-

55Verde Copper News, Oct. l4, 1927.

Jerome News, Feb. 8, 1908. Eugene Jerome was related to Winston 
Churchill through the latter's mother, Jennie Jerome. Local opinion has 
it that Jerome was Churchill's maternal grandfather, but this is a 
manifest error. In reply to an enquiry on this subject addressed by the 
writer to Churchill himself, a note was received from his personal 
private secretary stating that Churchill was "so sorry he has not the 
information for which you ask." Sturdel to Brogdon, London, Mar. 24, 1952.

When the Yavapai County Board of Supervisors learned that Churchill 
was planning to visit America in 1949, the following cablegram was dis
patched to him in London: "Jerome, the nation's most picturesque mountain
side town, named after your grandfather /sicJ, is located in Yavapai 
County, the heart of Arizona. . . . Promise that our scenes of gigantic rock 
formations, deserts, canyons, cliff dwellings will be among the most memo
rable /of/ your American tour." "Jerome," newspaper article (n. d.),
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The closest point from which water transportation could originate was 
Ehrenburg, on the Colorado River.

It was because of these great distances from transportation 

facilities that the mines had been generally considered an unprofitable 

investment.' It will be-recalled that it was for this express reason 

that Douglas had advised against their purchase. The Santa Fb, however, 
pushed its line westward to the coast, completing it through Arizona in 1882. 
Then Thomas, who had been made superintendent of the mines, connected 
Jerome to this line by constructing a wagon road from Ash Fork, a small 
station on the Santa Fe, to Jerome, a distance of about sixty miles. Over 

this road supplies were hauled by mule-rand ox-team, and by this means 

a small smelting plant was transported to Jerome.^7

Costs were necessarily high. The rate for transportation one way

on this wagon road-was about twenty dollars per t o n . N o r  were
transportation costs alone exorbitant; production costs and refining

59charges were also high. Nevertheless, profits were made during the 

period that the rich copper, gold, and silver bearing oxides near the 

surface were being mined. Shortly after the commencement of operations 

a deposit of rich silver ores was uncovered. More than eighty thousand '

Shariott Hall Museum, Prescott.
57J.E. McLean, "Development of Transportation to the United 

Verde," The Mining Congress.Journal, XVI (Apr. 1950), 55*

: ^ I b i d . ,  55-
59Jerome News, Apr. 20, 1912. - •
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dollars vere made from this pocket, and the Uiited Verde declared its 

first dividend.̂ 0 Hopes ran high and success seemed assured, but as the 

costs of mining continued to increase and ores became leaner in value, 

profits were no longer made and losses began to mount. The result was the 

shutdown of the plant in 1884; The company’s failure has been attributed 

to the fact that Murray, still suffering from ill health, had to go to 
Mexico on his doctor’s orders, which meant that the major part of the 
management devolved upon Tritle, who, "while an exceedingly genial 
gentleman, was a poor businessman and very visionary and extravagant.

While this may have been a contributing factor, it certainly was not 
the only one.

The first large-scale attempt to exploit the United Verde mine had 

been short-lived. The first furnace had been put into operation about 
August 1, 188$. From that date until the end of the year it had been in 
operation about one hundred and twenty days, and in the following year had 

been operated for two hundred and thirty-one days. Mining operations had 

been conducted "quite steadily" from the date of the opening of the first 

furnace, with the exception of March and April, 1884, when the roads had 

been impassable, until the date of the final shutdown, December 12, 1884. 
The plant remained 'in charge of a watchman until July, 1887» when Tritle,

^ Jerome Mining Hews, Apr. 20, 1901.

^Young, "Historical Sketch of the United Verde Copper Company," 
op. cit., 7* *

*62Jerome Mining Hews, Apr. 20, 1901.
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who had retained his faith in -the mine, acquired a lease on the property 

and attempted to resume operations. It was soon evident, however, that 

he would not succeed, and within two months his lease was cancelled.

The property was in charge of a watchman intil 1888, when William 

Andrews Clark obtained a lease on it.^

<5V • "'' ' ' ''' ’ ‘ '.Jerome News, Apr. 20, 1912.



CHAPTER II

WILLIAM A. CLARK: MINER AND RAILROAD BUILEER

William Andrews Clark, under whose direction the United Verde was 
to become one of the most profitable mines in history, was b o m  in 
Connellsville, Pennsylvania, on January 8, 18$9, and lived on a farm there 
until 1856, when his family moved to Iowa. There he taught school for 
awhile, then studied at an academy in Birmingham, Iowa, and later attended

' ̂  ■ ■ ' ' ' - -i
Iowa Wesleyan University at Mount Pleasant, where he studied law.

In 1862, carrying a certificate permitting him to practise law, 

Clark secured a job as a teamster, and drove an emigrant-wagon from his 

home in Mount Pleasant to Central City, Colorado, seven hundred miles 
and forty-five days distant. Like many others, he was looking for gold, 
and in Central City he became a miner, learning the ABC’s of mining in 

eighteen months. News of the gold discoveries at Bannock, Montana, 

reached Colorado in I865, and Clark was one of the first to strike out 
for the new El Dorado. He could have reached Bannock by horse in forty 
days, but he chose to drive an ox-team, which took about sixty-five days. 
His motive for this was simple: beef was high in the new mining camps,
and oxen would bring more per pound than horses. In fact, the high 

prices paid for all supplies in the remote mining camps seemed to him to

"Senator Clark The Pioneer,1* The Mining Congress Journal,
XVI (Apr. 1950), 2.

2Jerome Mining News, Aug. 51, 190$.
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offer more profit than mining, and for several years he engaged in- l -

freighting provisions from Salt Lake City, and selling them at a profit
of a few hundred per cent. By the time he was thirty he had under way

a series of banks that would loan money to the frontiersmen for ten or
3twelve per cent interest. . •

Clark purchased a mine, reputedly rich in gold^ at Butte, Montana, 

in 1872. His apparent discovery that" he had been duped made him realize 
that he could not hope to become a successful miner without some techni
cal training, and he entered Columbia College (some accounts say.Colorado 
School of Mines), from which he graduated "in one year. He returned to 

Butte and assayed his mine. His discovery that it was rich in copper 

resulted in his becoming miner as well as banker. He built a reduction
4works and a smelter and grew wealthy. It was this wealth which would 

finally enable him to secure election to the United States Senate in 1901 
after the Senate had refused to allow him to take his seat two years . : 

previously.because of the overwhelming evidence that he had gained his 

election by wholesale bribery.^ It was this wealth which would also enable 

him to exploit successfully the United Verde.

In 1884 Clark was appointed commissioner to represent Montana at 
the New Orleans exposition. Among the mineral samples displayed there he 
noticed some samples of copper ore from the United Verde mine. He was

5Ira B. Joralemon, Romantic Copper, p. 70.
.. 4 '.- " '•' ' ' -: "Jerome News, May 25, 1907« For a newspaper account of Clark's 

life see the Verde Copper News, Feb. $, 1925, written upon the occasion 
of his death.

5 ' ' ■ '  ,Joralemon, op. cit., p. 81.
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attracted'.to these , because the assays attached to the specimens indicated

that gold and silver were associated with the copper. He penciled a note

on the subject, but after his return to Montana promptly forgot it. He

was to be reminded of it, however, by the failure of the Port Offord

Copper Company, of Hew Jersey, to which his Butte mines had supplied ore.

In 1886 this refinery went into liquidation, and Clark, being one of its
chief creditors, assumed control and operated it for a year or more. His
examination of its records disclosed impressive assays of shipments of ore
from the mine in Arizona whose samples had attracted his attention at
New Orleans. He immediately dispatched Joseph L. Giroux, his mine super-

6intendent, to examine the United Verde.

Upon his arrival Giroux learned that the mine was already under 

option to Dr. Janes Douglas, who, it will be recalled, had advised against 
its purchase in 1880. It has been maintained^ that Douglas decided not to 
exercise his option because he considered the ore "spotty," but Douglas * 

biographer affirmed that he did recommend its purchase, and that it 

would have been bought by Phelps Dodge had it not been for a last-minute 

United Verde demand which had the effect of increasing the price an 
additional $500,000.8 : -

Whatever the reason, it is certain that the option was dropped.
I Clark immediately made the first payment required under the option,j and,

Rickard, Story of the U. V. X. Bonanza— I, 8 Mining.and
Scientific Press, CXVI (Jan. 5, 1918), 9-10.

?Ibid., 10.
- 8 . .;. . . • ' ■ -<This was a demand that Phelps Dodge acquire control by buying

all the directors' stock at oheCdollar per share. Langton, op. cit., 
PP. 90-91.
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after an inspection, bought seventy per cent of the stock* afieuhciprirecLiaost

of the remainder later.I All of. the enterprises with which 01 ark was
i'

"associated were unique in that "not one share of stock nor bond issue by

any one of them was.either listed or quoted or could be bought on any
stock exchange- in the United States,"P and the United Verde was to be no 

10 _exception. .. Indeed, , by the time of his death in 1925« he and his' family 
had secured 958" per cent of the company's $00,000 shares, and a few years 
prior, to its purchase by Phelps Dodge in 1955» the Clark family owned more 
than 299,000 shares.

It will be recalled that the high cost of transportation was one 

of : the principal causes of the failure of the original- company. Clark, 

however, was possessed of sufficient vision and financial resources to 
overcome this handicap. He was fortunate, too, in that in 188?, shortly 
before he had acquired the United Verde, the first railroad, the Bullock 
Road, had reached Prescott. Its completion had brought the railroad 

closer to Jerome, and a wagon road, had been built from Jeroaeto"Prescbtt.

It was over this road that freighting was being done when Clark assumed 
control of the United Verde in 1888. Construction was begun on the rail
road from Ash Fork to Phoenix in 1895, and Clark immediately drew up 
plans for the construction of a narrow gauge railroad about twenty-six

oCarl Burgess Glasscock, The War of the Copper Kings, p. $1$. 
10The United Verde Copper Company is a close corporation. The 

stock is held in such few hands that it has never been listed, nor has 
any of it ever been offered for sale. Jerome News, Apr. 6, 191?.

^Rickard, The History of American Mining, p. 291.
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miles long to link this line with Jerome. The earliest work on this 

narrow gauge line was begun in June, 1894, and it was completed and 

hauling commercial freight by January 24, 1895*^
The place at which the railroad connected with the Santa Fe, 

Prescott and Phoenix was called Jerome Junction, and the company-built 
line was dubbed the United Verde and Pacific Railway. It was a unique 
line, enjoying the distinction of being "the crookedost line in the 
world. ”•'■5 It is said to have been twisted by one hundred and eighty-six 

curves, some of them at angles of forty degrees.^4 An Indianan who 

traveled over it in 1902 was struck by its "curves and crookedness. I 

was in the second car. . . and the engine was seldom out of sight.

To emphasize the sharpness of its curves, one traveler, not content with 
declaring that "if the train is an unusually long one it is almost 
possible to pass the time of day with the engineer from the rear coach," 
added that when the engine went around a curve its collision with "the 

tail end" of the train seemed imminent. The line was also noted for the 

splendid view of the valley which;could-be obtained from its cars. On 
one side the mountain towered above the passenger, while on the other

^^McLean, op. cit., 53.
. , 13 - : ■' v . :

Arizona Itepublican, Dec. 25, 1896. : ;
: ■ 14 - ’ - " ... • ■:: Jerome Hews, Jan. 25, 1918.

- ■ ; 15 ' ' V. 'Jerome Mining News, Dec. 29, 1902.



he looked down several hundred -feet upon a rolling country carpeted 

with grass.^

’ The effect of the building of this railroad illustrates the con- 

comitancy of the development of the Mne and the town. By reducing 
transportation costs the railroad helped make possible the profitable 

exploitation of the mine, "which in turn made possible the continuing 
development of the town. An expanded mine meant an expanded town,- for 
the new workers would spend most of their earnings in the town. M d  to 

the workers of Jerome the completion of the road meant that their wages 
would purchase more. Before the line was built all commodities shipped 

to Jerome had had to be freighted^ across the mountains from Prescott, 

which meant that Jerome’s merchants had to pay a higher price for their 
goods. This increase was, of course, passed on to their customers. The 
advent of the U. V. and P. made it possible for the merchants to ship 
direct from the large markets, and transportation costs being lowered, 
prices were proportionately reduced.*®

It was the development of the United Verde mine which also brought 

about the introduction into the Verde Valley of its first standard gauge

24

^Arizona Republican, Dec♦' 25. 1896.

^Prior to the construction of the railroad, the T.F.-Miller - 
Company, established in Jerome in 1891, had the contract to haul all 
freight in and out of the town. It employed some six hundred mules and 
horses, using from eight to twenty head in one team, with from two to 
four wagons behind each team. Several wagons were attached to each team 
to make it possible to drop the trailers and haul one wagon at a time up 
the hills. Verde Copper Hews. Oct. 14, 192%.

Arizona Republican, Dec. 25, 1896.18
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railroad, and the building of Clarkdale, which might be described as

Jerome's sister city.^ As early as July, 190%, the United Verde Copper

Company formulated tentative plans for the erection of a new smelter.^*

The"age of the old smelter, the necessity for its removal before , ,

valuable ore deposits could be fully exploited, its location above and

around extensive underground workings (which caused numerous cave-ins.
requiring expensive repairs), its location on a steep hillside which made
impossible any increase in its capacity-all these factors rendered

21imperative the removal of the smelter.
At this time (1907) it was feared,that the company intended to 

move the smelter to Farmington, New Mexico, because of that town's 

proximity to a large supply of cheap fuel, which would make smelting 

cheaper there than at Jerome or in the valley. . These fears, however, 
were effectively dispelled in June, 1911, when it was discovered that 
the United Verde was buying up farm lands along the Verde River, near 
Jerome,: which could only mean that the new smelter was to be erected 

in the valley.2? About the same time the Santa Pe. announced that it was 

ready to penetrate the valley with a railroad. The United Verde then

19Jerome News, Jan. 11, 1915.
20Ernest Douglas, "Arizona Awake and at Work," Arizona, the New 

State Magazine, II (Jan. 1912), 9-10. ,
21 •Jerome News, Aug. 29, 1908.
22Ibid.,, July 15. 1907.

Ibid., June 5, 1911. ' \23



made it known that the new smelter would be erected at the terminus of
24the proposed railroad.

Construction of the new railroad, which was to run from Cedar 

Glade on the Santa Fe, Prescott and Phoenix Railroad down to the smelter 

and town, a distance of thirty-eight miles,^ was begun in October, .1911 

Clark’s advance to the Santa Fe of the three and a half million dollars 
necessary for the construction of the line made possible the beginning 
of construction immediately after the completion of the preliminary 
survey by eliminating the delay usually occasioned by having to negotiate 
the sale of bonds.^ The main track was laid to the terminal point by

November 14, 1912, its passenger and freight schedules going into effect
' ' 28 ' ' ' "  "within a week.

The present location of the new smelter— six miles northeast. 
of and two thousand feet lower in altitude than Jerome— was selected 
only after a careful investigation of all possible sites. Various 
considerations dictated the choice of the site. It offered an adequate 

water supply, both for industrial and potable uses; a large deposit of 

clay suitable for building brick; sufficient sand and gravel deposits 

in the nearby Verde River for construction purposes; sufficient area at

W. Edgar Woodruff, "Development in the Verde Valley," Arizona, 
the New State Magazine, II (June 1912), 5*

^Jerome News, May 2$, 1912.

McLean, op. cit., 55* 
Jerome News, May 18, 1912.
g : : . ' .
Ibid., Nov. 16, 1912.
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the proper elevation, for slag and tailing disposal; easy access to the

tracks of the new railroad as then proposed; and a townsite neah the plant
29. . - ^ .capable of expansion. ■ .

Here, at a cost of over two million dollars, Clark was to erect 

a "model town." Jn sharp contrast to the haphazard arrangement of Jerome, 

which was built "in the early days /when/ each man built his house facing 
in any direction he wished, Clarkdale was planned in every ■ detail 
and is a model of symmetry. Several hundred brick workingmen's cottages 
of from three to seven rooms were built to be rented to the miners, who 

could also lease or purchase land for building purposes "on easy terms."̂ 1 
Clark's building of a model town was dictated by an enlightened self- 

interest. By its erection he hoped to attract a class of workmen who 

would be permanent residents, to develop a closer spirit of cooperation,

to create better home conditions, for the - workers, and to do away with
32the transient worker interested only in his daily wage.

The effects of the new building were various". For the* United 

Verde, the construction of the new railroad meant a reduction in its

^Johh E. banning, "Historical Growth of the United Verde Smelting 
Plant at Clarkdale, Arizona," The Mining Congress Journal, XVI (Apr. 1950)

JO_ Jerome: News,. Apr. 21, 1916...
31. .That rentals in Clarkdale were too high for the average worker 

is indicated by the statement of Hywell Davis, federal mediator, who, 
in 1918, characterized the smelter town as "an impractical Utopian dream. * 
He was of the opinion that the company had made a mistake in building 
a model town, heedless of cost, thereby entailing later expense upon the 
employees to whom the houses were rented. Apparently he was able to 
secure some reduction in the rents. Tombstone Prospector, Aug. 10, 1918.

Jerome News, July 12j 1915'



transportation costs. The steep grades on Which the old narrow gauge 

line had been built had driven up these costs by precluding the hauling 
of more than five or six cars in each train. The necessity for transferring 

freight and express at Jerome Junction from the Santa Fe to the company 

line, which had required the employment of about thirty men, had also 
increased this expense.5) Both of these limitations were now eliminated.

Until the construction of the Verde Valley Railroad the farmers 
of the valley, lacking an outlet to outside markets, had been forced to 
dump their produce on the nearest market, Jerome, "for anything they would 
bring. This had ensured to the town two advantages— freshness of '' • 

foodstuffs, and, becausfe there were no expensive freight hauls, lower 

food prices than prevailed in the average mining camp.^ The farmers of 
the valley confidently expected that the railroad would enable them to
sell their products to greater advantage by linking the valley to half a

. ■■ '
dozen nearby markets.

For the town the new building marked the beginning of a period 

of unprecedented prosperity. "Jerome is on the eve of a great season of 

prosperity, with capitalists streaming in to invest in its copper mines," 
declared the Jerome News in January, lpl$, less than three months after 

the completion of the new railroad. It attributed this unprecedented

55ibid., May 25, 1912.
34..... Jerome News, Nov. 11. ,1911. ......_____ .
55 ...The town also obtained-dairy produce and meat from the cattle 

which grazed on the Mogollon Mountains..--Jerome News and Copper Belt.
Dec. 20, 1915• - ... '

36 -Jerome News, Nov. 11^ 1911.

28
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activity to the proposed erection of the new smelter at Clarkdale, 

explaining that its erection would make possible the profitable develop

ment of numerous holdings, whose development had hitherto been retarded 

by the lack of railroad and smelting facilities.^ The working of many 

additional claims would perforce result in the influx of a large number 

of new workers, whose earnings would add to the'town's wealth. The town 
would lose the smelter workers, but the completion of the new smelter, 
with its" greatly increased capacity, would necessitate hiring twice as 
many miners to work in the mines at Jerome than had worked in them 
previously. This doubling of the mine's labor force would practically 
double the town's population.5®

Not all Jeromites took such an optimistic view of Clarkdale's 

establishment, however, and the local newspaper took up the cudgels 
against this element. After inveighing against "croakers," "pessimists," 
and "knockers,"who averred "that the building of Clarkdale is to be'done 

at the expense of Jerome," its editor pointed out some of the benefits 

which would accrue to Jerome as a result of the building of the smelter 

city, finally concluding with a florid perorations

With cooperation '^Between the two towns/ we will have a 
little empire. . . and at least 5°,000 of the. . . most pros
perous people'in the world. From the mountains upon which 
Jerome reposes bubbles a spring, sending a stream of wealth down 
the iridiscent hillside to wind like a serpent of gold through 
the wonderful, marvelous. Valley, of the Verde .

The completion of the Verde Valley Railroad did not mark the end

^Jerome News, Jan. 11, 191?.

^Jerome News and Copper Belt, Sept. 29, 191). 
?9Ibld., Dec. 15,; 1913.



of railroad building into the Jerome District, for it was now necessary 
for the United Verde Copper Company to construct a standard gauge line 

from the terminus of the new line to the mine at Jerome over which ore 

could be carried from the mine to the new smelter. The Verde Tunnel 

and Smelter Railroad Company was organized and incorporated on August 10, 

1912, for the purpose of constructing and operating such a line from 
Hopewell, the location of the transfer bins where ore from the mine was 
transferred from mine cars to railroad cars, to Clarkdale, a distance of 
approximately six miles. Construction of this line began in January of 

the following year.^

The V. T. and S. was not only to transfer ore from the mine to 

the smelter, but to convey local passengers between Clarkdale and Jerome 
as well. The U. V. and P. continued to carry passengers, luggage, 
express, and mail. The completion of the new line in February, 1915, 

meant that Jerome and Clarkdale were drawn closer together. It was 

also to mean, according to one account, that the U. V. and P. was "to 

lose its distinction of being the crooksdest railroad in the world. It 

has one hundred and eighty-six curves in twenty-six miles, but the Verde 
Tunnel and Smelter will have nearly that many in eleven miles.

The terminal facilities of the United Verde and Pacific in 
Jerome were located directly over a large ore body, and when, in 1917, * 2

50

JJerome News; May 25, 1912. ....

McLean, op. cit., 55*
2 ■■ .... ' " .7 .Verde Copper Hews, Nov. 29, 1919.

1

45Jerome News, Jan. 25, 1918.
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the decision was reached to mine this ore by the open-pit method, it

was necessary either to change the location of the narrow-gauge road

from a point about three miles from Jerome to a new terminal location on

the three hundred-foot or townsite level in Jerome, or to extend the
44Verde Tunnel and Smelter standard gauge line to the same point. After 

a thorough study of both plans, the United Verde decided to extend the 
latter road from the mouth of the one thousand-foot (Hopewell) tunnel up 
to the old baseball grounds on the townsite level, directly north of the 
town. This involved the construction of about four additional miles of 

r a i l r o a d . '

It was planned to construct a modem depot by the baseball 

grounds, and to make the Verde Tunnel and Smelter Railroad, which had

previously carried no freight other than ore and supplies for the United
. . . - . 'Verde, into a common carrier. And the location of the terminus of the 

smelter railroad at the north end of Jerome did mean that henceforth the 
freight coming into the town would be brought in via Olarkdale rather than 

over the old narrow gauge line as it had since its construction in 1895•

As long as freight came into the town over the old line it had cost 
Jerome's merchants approximately two dollars a ton to have it hauled down 
into the business section. The new routing eliminated this expense.
It also meant that the United Verde would not realize any profit from 
freight haulage except for the eleven mile haul from Olarkdale. This loss

^McLean, op. cit., 55.... ..
45Jerome News, Mar. $0, 191?•.,
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of revenue, however, was compensated for by the commensurate improve
ment in s e r v i c e . . .

All this foreshadowed the early demise of the first"railroad into 

Jerome— the United Verde and Pacific. On April 28, 1920, it was announced 

that the United Commercial Company of California had bought the road, 
including its rolling stock, and that its wrecking crews were ready to 
begin dismantling it as soon as the last train rolled over it on April 
But the old narrow gauge line was given a temporary reprieve when it was 

discovered that the corporation commission had not - yet granted permission 

for"its abandonment; Thercitizens of Jerome welcomed this postponement 

because .its destruction would mean that their mail would-be routed 

through Clarkdale, which would cause it to arrive twelve hours later than 

it had when brought in over the. U. V."and P. The requisite permission 

was-soon given, however, and by May 25, 1920, the U. V. and P. had been 

permanently "put out of commission," and on the same day the first r 

regular train out of Jerome over the new line pulled out.^

During the life of the United Verde"and Pacific, Jerome Junction, 

the point, it will be recalled, at which this line connected with the 
Santa Pe, Prescott and Phoenix, had been "a good-sized settlement."

The abandonment of the narrow gauge line, however, deprived it of its

46Ibid., Mar. 50. 1917. ' -J
• 4?Verde Copper News, Apr. 28, 1920.

48 - , " . : • - •
Ibid., Apr. 29, 1920.

^Ibid., May 25, 1920.
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very reason for existence, and-most of its inhabitants:"scattered to all 

parts of Arizona and California. After the demise of the U. V. and P. 
the Santa Fe changed the name of the station to Copper, and in 1925 the 

post office name was officially changed to Chino Valley.

The enormous amounts which Clark had sunk into the development 
of the United; Verde mine were to be returned to him many times over. A 
series of fortuitous occurrences had given him control of this rich 
Copper mine at a propitious time. For it was in the years. 1870 to 1910 
that the United States was beginning to recognize the value of electricity 

which meant a greatly increased demand for. the red metal. ^  first

World War was to.increase this demand and boom copper prices higher 

than ever before.^ •
; Though Jerome was only an unincorporated camp of less than five 

hundred people in 1892,^ its chief industry, the United Verde, had 

assumed second place in copper production among the mines in the 
territory of Arizona by. that time, was making a strong bid for first 

place by 1895*^ and three years later had climbed to the top.niche.55• * • " • ■ - * ... i .. .
As early as 1899. it was described as "not the largest copper mine in the

50^"Jerome News, May 6, 1950* •
51 ,Tombstone Prospector, June 4, 1925*
52 ...........Rufus Kay Wyllys, Arizona: The History of a Frontier State,

p. 285. _ ' '.
^ Ĵerorne News. Jah. 11, 1915.

^Jerome Chronicle, Mar. 25, 1895•
^A. L. Walker, "Early Mining in Arizona," Arizona Historical 

Review, IV (Apr. 1955), 4l. ' '



world in point of production* but.... certainly the richest copper
3*

mine in the world and probably the most profitable. . . copper mine in 
the world.

Even before the turn of the century, speculation as to the value 

of the United Verde mine was a popular local pastime. In 1899 the 

Jerome Reporter related that
Stories of the refusal of §60,000,000 and even §100,000,000 by 
Senator Clark for the property found credulous readers. Quite 
likely the real value of the property is not accurately known 

: even to its privileged owner, but it is also reasonable to 
suppose that money will not buy it. . .  .

Ten shares of the United Verde stock were recently sold in 
New York at #$00 per share. As the total capital stock consists 
of 300,000 shares this would make the. total capitalization 
§90,000,000.57

Another journalist, writing on Clark's reputed refusal of §100,000,000 
for the mine, computed that "five per centT V ~ b n  §100,000,000 would 

give Senator Clark a yearly income of §5,000,000. The United Verde mines 
are paying §10,000,000 a year profit, and are good for twenty years and 

longer— perhaps longer.Perhaps the best indication of the mine's 

value is that in 1955> after almost a half-century of profitable 
exploitation, it would command a purchase price of §20,800,000.59

Not only was there a general ignorance of the mine's value, but 
as late as the turn of the century even its very existence was very little

Jerome Mining News, Nov. 2D, 1899 (Supplement).
.... . ...57

'Jerome Reporter, quoted in Verde Copper News, Mar. 17,1920.
38 ■ . . - ..
Jerome Mining News, Nov. 16, 1895»

^Wesley W. Stout, "Want to Buy a Ghost Town?," Saturday 
Evening Post. OCXIII (May 26, 1951)» 148.



known to the outside world. Both of these conditions were due to a
‘ - , V '

deliberate policy of secrecy adopted by Clark. Access to the mine 

could be gained only upon the presentation of a written order from 

Clark himself, and such passes were seldom granted. No one who worked 
above ground could go below, and employees were cautioned against 

divulging information.^ It was even averred that one side of the 

company ledger was kept at Jerome and the other in New York, making it 

.impossible for even the most trusted employee to strike a balance. ■L 
This policy was inaugurated at the very outset of operations and 

rigorously adhered to. Since there was no mining inspection law in 

Arizona at this time, all information concerning the property was refused 

by'Clark to his associate shareholders and to the government authorities.^ 

'When, in 1895, the editor of the Jerome Chronicle, the town's 

first newspaper, called upon the Superintendent of the United Verde mine, 

informed him that he was attempting to establish a newspaper in the town, 

and requested jpermissidn'to go through the mine to secure information 

for his paper, he was brusquely told; "You can't go without a pass."

He answered that he knew no one more competent to give him a pass than 

the superintendent, to which the latter replied that a pass could be 

procured only from Clark. Upon the editor's asking for Clark's address, 
the superintendent answered: "Paris* but Mr. Clark will not give

you a pass." The explanation of this attitude was supplied by the

60Jerome News, July 11, 1908. 
fa Jerome Mining News, May 8, 1899.

62Ibid., Nov. 20, 1899 (Supplement).
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rebuffed editor: "the company did not want their property advertised
and desired to keep it quiet so others would not be attraoted to the 

Jerome Mining District.

Though the United Verde mine was the most important factor in the 

development of Jerome— -at least until the success of the United Verde 

Extension mine in 1915— it should not be thought that the influence 
which it exerted on the town's development was always beneficial. Its 
early policy of secrecy certainly did not serve to advance Jerome, but 
rather to restrict its growth by discouraging the exploitation of the 
mineral wealth of the district. Of course, even at this time it was the

mine's payrolls which filled the coffers of the town's merchants, and
■ - ~ , M -  ;: i ' v _ ^!;■ ■■ : V.-- • ' C ’v  . ' r  'V:
it was the leading taxpayer of the district and town. And within a few

years the company was to evince toward the town a paternalistic attitude 
which would result in its taking an important role in almost every 
progressive move tending toward civic improvement.

Jerome Chronicle, Mar. 21, 1895•



CHAPTER III

THE BOOM YEARS, 1915-20

Until the beginning of the second decade of the twentieth 
century, Jerome was a one-mine camp. It could boast only one great 

enterprise— the United Verde mine. As late as 1895 the opinion had been 
held that this condition was due to the popular misconception that 
Jerome was only a copper camp. Copper was at a low price; therefore, 

little or no interest was taken in the development of the mining 

properties of the district other than by the United Verde Copper Company. 

But with the dissemination of the hews of the discovery that gold and 

silver could be extracted from the copper ore mined in the district, 
it was expected that new companies would be organized to exploit the 

district's minerals. "Now Jerome, is known as a great producer of both 

gold and silver, and in large quantities," declared the local Chronicle, 

"and in six months. . . no single company will hold a grip on each and 
everyone."1

This fortunate combination of gold and silver ores in copper 

deposits was not unique to Jerome, but was common throughout the mining 
districts of the state. The gold and silver were mined only as by

products of the copper, however, and their chief importance to the 

mining operators lay in the fact that the monies realized from their sale

•̂Jerome Chronicle, Apr. 6, 1895*
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often paid the transportation and smelting costs of the copper.^ The '■ 

expectation, then, that the richer mtals would result in the sudden , : 

influx of new companies rivaling the United Verde was'doomed to disappoint- 

ment. As early as 1902 at least six, and possible more, companies were . 
active in the district.5 And even before this the district had.been 

honeycombed by prospectors, most of whom came into town penniless, ' , :. 
accumulated a stake by working at the smelter or in the town for a month 
or two, and then prospected until their supply of food ran out. They 
could be seen working their claims in almost every canyon and gulch about 

the town.^ It was one of these men, J . J. Fisher, who, in 1900, discovered 

and laid claim to;the Little Daisy, in nearby Bitter Creek, which was to 

become the United Verde Extension-in 1910, and in 1915 was; to become 
Jerome's long hoped for second great mine.5 But this lay in the future; 

for the present the search was unrewarding. The companies failed, the 
prospectors gave up, and for several years the district was almost 

inactive outside of the United Verde properties.^ ' :

It was difficult, however, for mining men to believe that Clark 

had cornered the-only rich;body of ore in the district, and renewed 

attempts were made to discover either hew ore bodies or an extension of 
the United Verde's. To this end were organized,,among others, the

Sfyllys, op. cit., p. 284.

.....  ^Jerome News. Jan. 18. 1902.

^Arizona Republican,.Dec. 27, 1896.
5WPA,.op. cit., p. 554.
6
Jerome News, Nov. 1,1915 (Supplement). ,
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Arkansas and Arizona, the Hull, the Equator, the Cleopatra, the Calumet

and Jerome, and the United Verde Extension companies.7 Expectations of

a second rich producer ran high, and when in August, 1912, announcement
was made that a syndicate headed by James ("Jimmie,*) Stuart Douglas, son

of Dr. James Douglas, who had rejected the United Verde in 1880, and

father of Lewis Douglas, future United States ambassador to Great Britain,
had taken over the United Verde Extension, the transaction was immediately
heralded by the natives as "undoubtedly. . . the most important deal in

mining- property, in this, city since the acquisition; of the United Verde
8mine by Senator. W. A. Clark. ” Subsequent events were to prove this

surmise valid,, for th® United Verde Extension was to become a richer ;

though briefer bonanza than the older mine; And its influence,upon the

town was"to be no less pronounced. „ : • : ; 1 ,.
No-extension of the United Verde ore bodies:had been discovered

previously principally because a master-fault with a big throw, spoiled
the chances not only of tracing the ore-zone but of exploring the

adjacent claims as well, except at prohibitive cost. And of course

Clark would permit no visitors to inspect his mine. By 1911 the Extension
had acquired a bad name in .Boston and New York, half a million dollars ..

having been poured down its shaft with no result. Douglas and George E.

Tener, of Pennsylvania, took an option on it early in 1912, offered it to
oPhelps Dodge, were rebuffed, and thereupon went ahead on their own.

'Jerome News, May 25, 1912. .
8 . : '  - .Ibid., Aug. 17, 1912.
9 - - - 1 "The option was rejected when Phelps Dodge's lawyers, one of whom 

later became a United States Supreme Court Justice, mistakenly faulted 
the title. Stout, op. cit., 148.



They ran out of money twice— ixf'1915 and 1914— and a geological expert 
advised them to abandon the attempt.

They put more faith, however , ' in an old Cornish saying: "Kever :

abandon a drift until you have driven twenty feet further.* Admittedly, 

adherence to this dictum has buried more money than it has ever uncovered, 

but In December, 1914, Douglas and Tenor came upon five feet of copper 
reputedly richer than any vein1 known to Americanizing:, though there was 
only $600,000 worth of it. Bext'was discovered a wide vein of chalcocite, 
a natural copper concentrate, and very rich. In 1916 the Extension 
produced copper, silver,: and gold worth almost ten million dollars, 

three-fourths of which was profit. By the time the country entered the 

first World War, the new mine * s one -furnace sme Ite r was pttip orte dly " '

smelting more metal than United Verde’s three-furnace plant.^ So 

jubilant were the natives that: it was opined that "Senator Clark may yet 
become only one of the tbp-notchers in point of copper production.

The effects of the success of the Extension (mxtended not only 

to the town, but to the mining industry as well. All of the mines 

previously found in Arizona had been discovered because their ledges 
outcropped at the surface and the prospectors had become-adept at recog
nizing the mineral possibilities of such outcrops. The discovery of 

Jerome's second great mine was due to underground prospecting where

; . : However, the Extension was always a vest-pocket mine. When
the Inspiration was producing twenty thousand tons of nine-dollar ore 
daily in 1918, the Extension was producing only three hundred tons daily—  
but each ton was worth #150. Ibid., 148. ,

‘ 11 . ̂ . ..... ... . . '. ' ..
Jerome News, Dec. 8, 1916.



4l

practical geology was utilized, marking an important step forward in
' "  ̂ 12 '■ ■ ■ • • - • t v;-; ' " .prospecting technique.

The success of the Extension, and to some extent, the construction 

of the Vbrde Valley Railroad and of the new smelter at Olarkdale, brought 

to the district such an era of prosperity that the natives declared 

themselves in the midst of "a boom equal to, if not eclipsing, any 
copper boom in history. The phenomenal success of the new mine 
electrified the investment world, and did for the district what the 

Mohawk Strike had done for the Goldfield district of N e v a d a . T h e  period 
following the bringing in of the mine saw the organization of many new 

mining companies, a real estate boom, a great deal of local speculation, 

no little wildcatting, the creation of the town of Verde "(later Clemenceau) 

and the expansion of the town of Cottonwood, a growth in the population 
of Jerome with its consequent revival of agitation for county division, and 
the achievement of some degree of civic consciousness.

Prior to 1916 the prevailing attitude had been that there was 

no ore anywhere unless it had been developed. Now no property was con

sidered worthless until it had been thoroughly explored.^ Location
■ -  ; - . ■ ■ ■  ' ^ ,  . . . . ... . . . '

notices multiplied as never before. Many groups of claims which had
been more or less desultorily held by their owners for years with the 
vague expectation'that they would be exploited when the potentialities ...

12George R. Pansett, "Prospectors,8 University of Arizona 
Bulletin, No. 5 (Apr. 1, 19)6), p. 168.

Jerome News, Jan". 5, 1917. ‘ ;
^Denver Mining end Financial Record, quoted in Jerome News,

Oct. 1), 1916. -----------
15Jerome News. Jan. 5, 191?.



of: the district has been recognized, were now put in shape for 
operations.16 The Green lionster (so-called because of the green- 

stained rode upon the surface of one of its claims) was the first 

company to be organised as a direct result of the Extension’s success. . 

and the phenomenal showing of the latter doubtless had much to do with 
the unprecedented demand for Green Monster Shares. All.its stock was 

immediately snapped up though no advertising had been done.^7

As early as 1913 six big mining companies within a five-mile , 1
radius of the town were employing two thousand men. The monthly pay

roll of the camp, including the railroad workers and those working;at
3.8occupations other than mining, was then approximately $120,000. The 

year 1916 was characterized by the organization of many additional 
companies. This was the blatant year, characterized by "the blaring of 

trumpets and the beating of tom-toms. The local paper was filled with 

one-half, one- and two-page spreads boosting the stock of literally J.-:.; 

dozens of new companies. "It is hard to realize, " wrote a contemporary 

in 1917, "that one short year ago the Green- Monster, Jerome Superior, 
United: Verde Consolidated, Jerome Daisy, . . . and a dozen other companies 

had not been heard of or thought of. "20 By February of that year thirty

l6Ibid., Apr. 7, 1916. 
17Ibid., Apr. 21, 1916.

l8Boston Financial Record, quoted in Jerome News, June 21, 1913• 

•^Jerome News, Jan. 19, 1917.

20Ibid., Jan. 5, 1917.
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companies were in the district. Twenty-two of them were engaged in 

actual mining development, and eight were readying to begin development 

within a few months. Approximately three thousand men were on the mines’ 
payrolls, which amounted to about $500,000 monthly. It was estimated 

that from eight to ten million dollars would be spent on mining develop
ment in the district during the year.^

In 1911 plans had been laid for the construction of the new 
railroad and smelter. In the latter part of 1912 Douglas had acquired an 
option on the Extension and the railroad had been completed. The following 
year saw a human tidal wave threaten to inundate the sleepy mining town 

lazing on Cleopatra’s side. People began pouring in on every train.

Within a short time every house in the town had been rented, and the hotels 

were packed. The News predicted that within five years Jerome and 

Clarkdale would have a combined population of fifteen thousand, but 
warned that if the camp was to continue to grow new houses must be built 

for the newcomers. Observed the editor:
People are not as exacting in mining camps as in other 

cities and a one-thousand dollar house in Jerome will put more 
money in the owner’s pocket every month than a house costing 
three thousand dollars in Phoenix or Prescott.^2

The housing shortage was still acute in 1916. The News voiced 
anew the need for the immediate construction of at least a hundred 

houses. The timorous were assured that "with two big, proven mines like 

the United Verde and the UnitedVerde Extension there is no need to fear

2LIbid‘., Rib. 6, 1917.
22 v ■* v .Jerome News and Copper Belt, Sept. 29, 191$.



that property values will ever be any less, that houses will ever be 

vacant.™ The possibility that Prescott could be used to handle Jerome's 

overflow population was rejected because the two towns were connected 
only by a sixty-mile wagon road. A hew, direct highway had been planned, 

but was hot yet built.^

Every night the hotels were forced to turn away scores, who then 

scattered through the town, wandering from door to door, euppllehts, 
"begging to be taken in." Where they all slept was declared a mystery. 2^ 
Many newcomers were said to sleep in the town's band stand or tramp back 
and'forth between Jerome arid CTafkdale all night to keep w a r m . I t  was 

rumored that some of the hotel cots were worked two shifts. For every 

one man that left town two cams in. And as the dormant mines were 
reactivated employment would increase and t he housing shortage would be 
further accentuated.^

This continuing influx of investors, mining experts, and "just 

plain miriers from all parts of the world," finally awakened the more 

enterprising to the money-making opportunities that the situation offered. 

The desire to firid̂ a place to start a rooming house was frequently 

voiced. Unable to find level lots on which to build, owners of one and 
two-foom houses, fired by profit-motive zeal, began to expand their 
residences, adding basements and two and three stories. On almost every

------ ^Jerome News,. Sept..15. -1916. __  ___________ _____'
24Ibid., Oct; 2?, 1916.
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available plot of ground for four blocks from the center of town, the 

erection of new buildings was inaugurated. Several new stores and 

buildings were leased long before completion at surprisingly high figures. 

Carpenters and contractors became more in demand, and their wages and 

fees accordingly rose. Lumber and hardware were shipped into the town 

by the carload. Jerome was in the throes of not only a mining, but a 
building boom as well.^7

During this period the town pushed down to take in the hogback# 
which juts out from the mountain. The houses built here were described 
as being "one, story high in front and anywhere from two to four behind."28

The United Verde Extension hospital was built here in 1920. The lack of
- ‘ -■ ■■ , - :

level space on which to build within the town also necessitated the
building of some houses down in the valley.^9

The expectation had been that the extensive building activities 
of the winter and spring of 1916 would relieve tbs congestion, but the 

continuing increase in population rendered the situation in 1917 no 

better than it had been previously. The complaint was lodged that 

accommodations in the town were as scarce as they had been during "the 

most booming of last fall's boom days." The U. V. and P. continued 
to bring in great numbers of people. The trains were congested. On the 

afternoon coaches even standing room was at a premium, and it was not 
unusual for the train to haul in two boxcars full of passengers. The

27Ibid., Dac. 10, 1916.
2ftVerde Copper Dews, Jan. 17, 1922.
29Jerome News, Feb. 16, 1917.
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Superintendent of Schools, who, on the basis of school enrollment, had 

estimated the town's population'at seven thousand in 1916, now declared . 
it to be between eight and ten thousand.5° So great was the press that 
an anticipated third great strike began to be feared because of the 

impossible congestion which must result.^ .

Perhaps the most interesting aspect of the period was. the feverish
trading in stocks which took place among the inhabitants, both old and 
- new^ A newcomer to the town in 1916 described his first impressions:

l ;. When I alighted from the bus. . . the scene. . . resembled 
as closely as possible the noon hour assemblages of the Chicago, 
Boston, or New York curb markets. It was dark and there were 
groups of people standing in the middle of the streets, on the 
sidewalks, postoffice, hotel lobbies and stores. Everyone had 
a smile on his face. . . .  I took a walk down Main Street. . . . 
Heavily laden burros and bronchos were tied up along the street, 
while their owners and drivers were either talking^and trading 
securities or crowding the capacity filled stores.^ .

A municipal election was in progress, but a stranger could learn of it

' ■ ■ ’" v -1 ’ ' - - -
vThe validity, of these figures apparently having been questioned 

on the ground that the large number of children in the town's foreign 
families gave the town more children in proportion to its total population 
than the average town had, the Suuerintendent pointed put that, .while 
this was true, it was more than offset by two other -factors: the small 
size of the non-foreign Jerome family and the town's large bachelor 
element. Hence, population figures based on school enrollment were valid. 
; ; Though the flour card system in effect in 1918 was said to
provide the "positive, absolute, incontrovertible" population figure of 
nine thousand, -the decennial census of 1920 listed the population at 
only 4,050. Probably one reason (see also note */ p.l45) for this 
disparity was the fact that the latter figure did not include the 
unincorporated towns of Clarkdale, Cottonwood, or Clemenceau. Fourteenth 
Census Report, I, p. I89. :

...- - ^ Jerome News, Aug. 24,. 1917. .

Ibid., Oct. 27, 1916.52



only from the placards attached to the telephone poles, for no one was 

talking-city, state, or national politics. Even the European war and the 

Mexican situation were discussed only from the standpoint of their 

possible effect upon the copper market; Everyone was talking stocks. 
Speculation was rife, and anyone who did not own stock in one of the many 

companies that had suddenly leaped into prominence was "a lost, forlorn 
and scorned soul, a mere hanger-on® in the eager groups that congregated 
to discuss heatedly the newest development, the latest rumor, the last 
"killing."55 :

Watching the stock quotation boards was the principal indoor and

outdoor sport. To hurry away to learn the latest fluctuations in the

stock market was the first thing that the miners and smeltermen did

when they got off shift. Everyone who had bought stock avidly read
the boards: ■■■ ’ ' < ■ :  ̂' " ;

^ ■ A poor old woman, wearing mere remnants of shoes and non
descript skirt, and hugging a faded black shawl about her ,. e - -

' shoulders to ward off the chill, penetrating mountain breeze, 
halted a moment in front of one of the boards. She peered at 
the figures,-then leapt into the air and brought her hands 
together with a resounding smack. 'Hooray'. * she shouted. . . .
'Made a hundred'.' she shrilled. 'Guess I won't be washin' 
clothes long.'54

When asked how he was doing in the town, a young meat-cutter replied: 
"Wages are good. But I make more than my wages by buying and selling 
stocks. When something begins to boom I buy. It's easy to win now for 

everything is going up." Several men in the bucket brigade had bought

4?

55Ibid., Apr: 21, 1916. 
^Ibid.,. Apr. 21, 1916.
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Little Daisy stock before the mins had proven a success and were now able 

to make from two- to twenty-thousand on their inve stment. 55 , Miners were 

heavy purchasers of stocks. For instance, 90 per cent of the stock of 

the Michigan Verde was bought by natives. Sixty per cent of these

purchases were made by United Verde miners alone.5^ The miners' invest-
. __  ̂ * < •• " • - . - "• , ' ' -

ments,were expected to supply ” a potent reason* for their not allowing
any labor disturbance to interrupt the exploitation of the district.57 

. Stocks of the various companies operating in and about the town 
were in such exceptional demand among the inhabitants that the eastern 

investing public had no opportunity to purchase the stocks at their 

opening figure. An announcement would be made in, Jerome of the organi

zation of a new company and overnight the initial block of stock would be 

oversubscribed by the home folk.5® In 1918 the natives held an estimated 
one hundred to one hundred and fifty thousand shares of Extension stock. 
Each declaration of a dividend, then, obviously swelled the town's 
prosperity. For example, when, on February 1, 1918, the Extension declared 

a dividend of §2.25 a share, the local distribution of dividends amounted 
to at least §225,000.59 "

All in all, the period was the liveliest the town had ever seen.

55ibid., Apr. 14, 1916.

^Ibid., Oct. 27, 1916.

^ Ibid., Mar. 6, 191?.
58Denver Mining and Financial Record, quoted in Jerome News, • 

Oct. 15, 1916. .... _ ~ ' ' .
.Jerome News, Jan. 8, 1918.



A former Verde Valley cattleman jtfho had.moved to California revisited

the town in 1916, and was struck by the quickened tempo of living that
had gripped the town that he remembered as a somnolent little mining camp.

Jerome isn't a bit like it used to be. . . I have been here 
only a day or two but the excitement has got into my blood.

.Anyone who has been through a period of fever and excitement , ,j
such as exists here today can never be wholly content anywhere 

. i else . . , . . . . ... ■ . . . ; - • ' ,::r :
There used to be a time when it was the easiest thing in 

: the world to round up a bunch.of old-timers for a game of pitch
of sole. Now when I speak to one of them he says something
like: this;.:• i , ...■■■

'Gladda seeyal 'Souse me! In a hurry! Gotta see a man 
: down the street!'. . - . - _ . * ~ -

Then he's gone.

The briskness with which stocks of every kind were bought did

not fail to attract the attention of dishonest promoters, popularly 

known as wildcatters. The fight against wildcatting was an old one.

The organization of a "chamber of commerce club * had been proposed at 
least as early as 1898. Its function was to be to furnish outsiders 
with "such information as they desire regarding our town and contiguous 

territory." Specifically, it was to be "the repository of reliable 

information regarding our mines, farming, and cattle interests." At 
the turn of the century the district could boast that up to that time it
had been singularly free from wildcatters, and the hope was expressed

' - l' ; . . . -- " , , ~ - - ' - - . . ’ /11 "
that such would continue to be the case. ■

Apparently this happy state of affairs seemed menaced, for in 1907 

a Chamber of Mines and Commerce was organized to protect legitimate

l i n  ' ; . : ■ " -  ■ - ■ ■Denver Mining and Financial Record, quoted in Jerome News, 
Oct. 15, 1916. :■ : . '

AlJeron» Mining News, Sept. 4, 1900.



mining companies and to keep oUt wildcatters. It opened with forty 
members and a constitution. Literature describing the district's mineral 

resources and business opportunities was to be printed for distribution.^ 

By the middle of 1909 this organization had apparently become rather

moribund. At that time there was said to be "a great deal of contention
■ ' . - ■- . . ' - : ' ■ : :

in certain quarters as to whether or riot there Is a Jerome Chamber of 
Mines in existence." The Hews was happy to print a formal assurance from 

the Chamber's secretary that the organization did in fact exist, "with 
money in its treasury, not much it is true.8 He described its work as 
"very light."^5 it had apparently gone out of existence before the 

boom began.

The business-like handling of the Extension by James Douglas 

and his associates inspired a widespread confidence in the district, 
and the natives, dependent upon the honest exploitation of the district's 
mineral resources for their livelihoods, were determined that this ■ 

confidence would not be undermined. And as late as April, 1916, no 

wildcatters had ventured to put in an appearance. Ernest Douglas, Jerome 

newspaperman, wrote:

I shudder to think what will happen to the first person who 
attempts to float a wildcat proposition in Jerome. No one 
who knows the temper of the people will attempt anything so 
foolhardy. Jerome is a community of people who know mining 
. . . .  They can't be fooled and they do not intend that 
Jerome's name and reputation shall be used to fool anyone who 
is not as mining-wise as they. ■

50

Jerome News, Apr. 27, 1907«

Ibid., May 22, I909.
44 . -- Ibid., Apr. 21, 1916.
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A few months later (October, 1916) the Hews reported that the 

town's business, professional, and mining men were readying plans to 
prevent wildcatting "before it starts." An editorial entitled "Shoot 

The Wildcat* pointed out that

. . Any stock with the name 1 Jerome1 or 'Verde' attached to it 
is. .. snapped up by the investing people. The United Verde 
Extension has startled the world and the world is eager to buy 
stock in companies having, or claiming to have, a chance to 
open similar ore bodies. '

It is only natural that.this condition would attract financial 
vultures. . . . and they will give the district a black eye if 
they are not restrained. . . .

Let just one. . . dishonest promoter leave town. . . with 
his company's treasury, and the name 'Wildcat1 will be written 
upon the Verde district. Every company will suffer. . . .

What the district needs is an organization which will pass 
upon all new propositions even before the time comes for the 
promoters to make any statement to the corporation commission.

Under our present law no company is required to make any 
report to the commission until its pre-organization stock 
is sold. 5 . .

The News promised not to accept any ads from any company that had not

first secured the approval of the directors of such an organization.
Within a few days, at a mass meeting of the business and mining men held

at the Jerome Opera House, the decision was taken to organize "a commercial

club with social features, to take up matters in connection with

sanitation, streets, pavements, roads, fire protection, and. . . the
protection ^Trom wildcatters/ of the district1s reputation.

Jerome's best efforts, however, were unable to save it from the 
bane of dishonest stock promoters. Indeed, so widespread was the 

activity of the wildcatters that subsequently the allegation was made 
that the boom of 1916 had been characterized by stock promotions rather

^Ibid., 
46Ibid.,

Oct. 15, 1916. 

Oct. 20, 1916.



than by actual mining. After the bubble had burst and the development

of the various mining properties which had sprung into the limelight

dtiring the boom had been suspended, the claim was advanced that

Had it not been for the disastrous era of wildcatting that 
followed the opening of the United Verde Extension and which . 
gave the district a black eye in the estimation of the invest- 

- ing public, it is certain that by now we should have had several 
producers as the result of honest development. . . . Some 
of the wildcatters made a lot of money and also made the words 
’Jerome* or * Verde '■ district * an offense to the investing
public. 7

It was believed that " the bringing in of a third great mine — a hope 
which was to become almost Messianic in intensity with:the natives in 

the twenties— would counteract the disastrous impression created by 
the wildcatters.^ ,

The boom period saw the creation of one town and the expansion 

of still another. South of the smelter which the Extension built on 
what had been the 0. V. Hopkins ranch, located about six miles from 

Jerome, was built the smelter town of Verde in 1917-1918.^ In 1920 

its name was changed to Clemenceau by James Douglas. He had served with 

the American Red Cross in France as a dollar-a-year man in World War I, 

and while there had become a close personal friend of "The Tiger,8 
Georges Clemenceau, for whom the town was renamed.5^

Between Clarkdale and Clemenceau sprang up the busy little town 

of Cottonwood, which had been the headquarters for a detachment of

^7Verde Copper News, June 5> 192$. 
M Ibid., Dsc. 1$, 1922.
49Jerome News, Apr. 1$, 1917*
50 • ,Arizona Daily Star, Jan. 2, 1949.
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government troops at the time of" the Indian menace. Its post office, 
established in 1886, derived its name from a group of cottonwood trees 

growing there. In 1917 the town consisted of only a few residences, but 

within nine months more than two hundred houses were built and over 

seventy persons came to be listed as business men of the town. This 

growth was due solely to the proximity of the Extension’s smelter, 
which was located slightly over a mile away. By 1922 the growing town 
could boast forty business houses.

The construction of the Extension's smelter meant that two 

large smelters were now located in the Verde Valley. But local farmers 

were not pleased with this development. They started suits against the 

two major copper companies, alleging that the smelter smoke was damaging 

their crops. That the smoke was harmful to vegetation is indicated by 
the contrasting appearance that the valley and Jerome offered before 
and after the smelters began large-scale operations. . V/hen the first 

settlers had entered the valley, summer had seen the hills covered with 

a luxuriant growth of grass, in which game, chiefly deer and antelope, 

abounded. The valley's floor had been covered with forests of cottonwood 

and sycamore. The river had never been in flood, because the grass on 
the hillsides retarded the run of the rain-water, and the dams of the 
beaver checked any sudden rise in the river's level. Then the too 

intensive pasturage of cattle had destroyed the grass, the miner had 

fed the trees to the furnace, and both grass and trees had been poisoned

^ Verde Copper News, Sept. 1, 1922



by the fumes of the smelter.̂  Jeroma had been similarly denuded.
Hailed into court, the mining companies argued that the farm

lands, were of value only because the establishment of mines and smelters

had created a market for their produce, while some decried the suits

as nothing more than hold-ups by farmers who found it easier to demand

damages for real or fancied losses than it was to farm. Almost invariably
the plaintiffs were granted less than the amounts asked.55 Sometimes

much less. When a suit for #25,515 was brought against the United Verde
and the Extension, agricultural experts testified that the real cause of

crop failure had been "adverse natural conditions, and soil poorly
adapted to agriculture." The jury thereupon awarded the plaintiffs the
grand total of six dollars in damages.54 The underlying reason for this

decision, as well as many similar ones, was not the testimony of the
agriculturists, but a general belief *

that operations of the smelters, as a necessary part of the mining 
industry, is of immensely greater benefit to nearby farmers than 
the damage which may occur. . .. every juryman knows that the 
mining industry in the Verde district is the only possible 

v excuse for the existence of the district’s center of population.^

Whenever possible the companies bought the farm lands at reasonable

prices and withdrew them from production. In other cases they acquired
smoke easements.^ .

The population surge which occurred in this period had the effect 
of reviving the agitation for county division. The movement to form

54

52Rickard, History of American Mining, pp. 287-88.
55Verde Copper Hews, Oct. 50, 1919; Jan. 1, 1920.
54Ibid., June 5, 1928.
55-"ibid., Nov. 2, 1928.
56Garvin Turner, Interview, Nov. 1951



a separate county dated at least as far back as 1901, when the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Arizona had been petitioned to 

carve a new county out of the eastern part of Yavapai County, to be known 

as Clark county. In March of the same year a bill had been introduced 

for the creation— note the name change — of Verde county.^ The bill's 

advocates had argued that Jerome had become one of the 1 argestttownsin 

Northern Arizona, possessing as it did "a fine school system, several 
elegant churches, . . . handsome women, and up to date business men"; . 
that the largest taxpayer in the county, the United Verde, was located 

in it; and that the long distance to Prescott, the county seat, entailed 

an unnecessary inconvenience on its business and mining men.

The bill failed of passage, however. The News maintained that 
the town's representative had not been defeated, but rather had concen
trated on defeating certain mining bills whose passage would have had 

a detrimental effect on the United Verde— an interesting aside on the 
company's power in the town. The town's representative was said to have 

had it in his power to pass the county division bill at any time he wished, 
but that "the price asked was §20,000, and the man from Jerome thought 
that too much money— hence he let it die. "59

But die it did not— not for awhile at least. As late as 1920 
the town's representative introduced into the legislature a bill provid
ing for the holding of certain sessions of the Superior Court of Yavapai -

^7Jerome Mining News, Mar. 9> 1901.
58Arizona Daily Gazette, Jan. 17, 1901.
59

55

Jerome Mining News, Apr. 6, 1901.



56
county in Jerome. Its passage was expected to allay all agitation for 

county d i v i s i o n . Probably the measure did diminish separatist sentiment, 

which was further allayed by the completion, in the same year,̂  of the 

new highway between Jerome and Prescott, reducing the distance between 

the two towns from sixty to thirty miles.̂  Jerome's decline in the 

thirties dealt the deathblow to the movement.- '' :

One of the most important contributions of the' boom period was 
the impetus it gave to the development of a spirit of civic consciousness. 
Heretofore its development had been retarded by two factors: the large

foreign element and the dependence of the camp for its existence upon the 
life of one mine, the United Verde. The former was overcome to some 

extent by the large influx of English-speaking peoples which occurred 

during the prosperous years.^ The tendency of the foreign elements to 
withdraw into their various colonies still persisted, however, and the 
following years would see several attempts made to check this inclination. 
An Americanization School, founded in 1925, was probably the most‘ambitious 

such undertaking. Its purpose was to make the population more homoge

neous by having nothing but English spoken in the town within five years.^ 

Various clubs participated in the attempt at integration, never wholly

60Verde Copper News, Jan. 21, 1920.
61Ibid., Sept. 1, 1922.
62Jerome News, Oct. 19, 1917•
65

Ibid., Apr. 27, 1917.
64Ibid., Peb. 5, 1925..........
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successful, but which probably^did make for better relations among the 
various national groups within the town.

The complete dependence of the camp upon the United Verde had 

effectively worked against the development of any deep-seated civic 

pride.. The natives, aware that the life of a mine is but brief at best, 

doubtless felt that it was useless to expend time and money on the 
improvement of a camp which must lose its reason for existence within 
a few years.. Until the period of the boom, then, the town had been 
nothing more than a crude camp, temporary in its appearance and point of 
view. The success of the Extension altered the outlook of the natives. 

They now came to believe that they were 1iving in the midst of unlimited - 

mineral resources and to regard their town as a stable community, a 
community with a future. Though they continued to refer to Jerome not 
as a city or a camp, but as a mining camp— "The Billion Dollar Copper 
Camp"— they now fondly described it as the "most permanent camp in the 
world." Our town, so ran the expression of the new spirit, "is no 

mushroom affair, but. . . /Is/ as permanent as though it were in the midst 

of a rich agricultural district, or were a great seaport, or a manu-
' < * jCCZ ' ' - • • ■featuring center.

That this permanence was based on the two major copper mines was 
fully realized by the "natives. Without them, observed a contemporary, 
Jerome would be "a remote rural section, affording homes for hundreds . 
instead of thousands." An editorial entitled "The Town Elections, "

^Verde Copper News. Sept. 1, 1922.
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written on the eve of a municipal'election, pointedly emphasized this

fact, inveighing against those"

expert; politiclahs'-Who tellVus" that -hy' alienating-the "great " 
mines. . . we shall forthwith become happy and prosperous—  
an exact parallel to the foolish stupidity of the ancient 
gentleman who killed the goose that made his existence possible.
. . . the prosperity of the Verde district depends upon just 
one thing--the prosperity and success of. our mines. . Close the - 
mines and Jerome falls forever off the map. . . .

. The companies are behind every movement that makes for the 
advancement of the town. They pay. . . eighty per cent of the 
taxes of the district and more than fifty per cent of those of 
the townj they sponsor every movement that makes for the 
betterment. '. . of the community. . ... . When any organization" 
in the camp wants funds, what is the very first step? Is it not 
the making of two trips, one ’up the hill’ to see the authorities 
of the United Verde and the other ’down the hill’ to see the 
management of the Extension

Had there been no war the two mines would have done well; but 

war meant that they would be unbelievably profitable. In 1914 the 

average price of copper had been 15-6 cents; in 1916 and 191?, twice 
that.̂  With copper at a point to which it had climbed only twice in 
half a century the prospects for the mines and the town seemed particu

larly rosy.^® So heady with prosperity were the natives that they fondly 

believed that the demand for the red metal would not slump at the war’s 

end, but would be continued by an insatiable demand for reconstruction
purposes.

66Ibid., Mar. 15, 1920.
67Wyllys, op. cit., p. 55I.
68Jerome Hews, Jan. 21, 1916. 
69Ibid., Mar. 25, 1916.



CHAPTER IV

LABOR

A mining camp with Jerome1s hardy spirit could not escape labor 

disturbances. Probably its first such disturbance occurred in 1887, 
when F. A. Tritle attempted to reopen the United Verde mine. He soon 
found himself baffled by the same conditions that had caused the mine 
to be shut down in 1884, however, and, according to G. W. Hull, a 

locator of adjacent property, "the men at the mine, not being paid their 

wages, took possession and threatened to destroy the plant." Eventually 

a settlement, the details of which were not disclosed, was reached,' and 
the mine was put on the market. Then it was that Clark acquired 
control of the mine.

The relations of the Clark-dominated United Verde Copper Company 
and the town's first newspaper, the Jerome Chronicle, were anything 

but cordial.^ it is difficult, therefore, to determine whether its 

editor's indictments of the company's labor policies were based on fact 
or personal pique. In May, 1895, he reported a rumor (groundless, as the 
sequel proved) that a strike was threatening over the company's boarding 
house, "which gives so much dissatisfaction."More men were said to have 

quit the United Verde within the past few months than had quit any other 

mining company in the state. Without mentioning any specific grievances, 
the editor also inveighed against "the injustice and un-American policy

1Jerome Hews, Apr. 21, 1916.
See pp. 55, 56, 128, 129.2
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being carried out against the greater part of our population” by the 
copper company, and expressed the hope that conditions would be improved 

by the return of Clark.^ It seems that the more outstanding abuses that 

may have existed were soon remedied, for within a few months a visitor 

could report that "the miners are unanimous in saying that they are 

better treated here than in any mine they have ^ever/ been employed.

In July, 1900, three hundred miners and smeltermen petitioned 
the Western Federation of Miners for a charter. Between five and six 
hundred workers were expected to enroll in "the grand old ranks of 
unionism" before the final arrangements had been completed. As an 

inducement, announcement was made that all charter members had to pay 
an entrance fee of only $1.00, while those who joined later would have 

to pay $2.50. Impetus was given to "the cause of unionism* by Clark, 

who, shortly before he left for his home in Butte, Montana, remarked to 
those who had assembled to see him off "that any corporation that inter
fered with the rights of the workingman should be taught a deserved 

lesson.Organization of the Jerome Miners Union Uo. 101 was effected 

a week later with a membership of more than five hundred. The local’s

first officers were: S. H. Sampson, president, J. R. McDonough, vice-
president, and M. MeRath, secretary.^

^Jerome Chronicle, May 18, 1895.
^Arizona Republican, Dec. 25, 1896.
^Jerome Mining News, July 25> 1900.
6Ibid., July 50, 1900. Two months later Richard Belk, who had 

become secretary and treasurer, absconded from town with about $4^0 
of the union’s funds. Ibid., Sept. 29, 1900.



Shortly afterwards a visitor declared that the miners of the town 

received the highest wages in the territory. "Men who are lucky enough 

to work in Jerome are fortunate,* was his tautological conclusion.7 

That the miners did not altogether agree with this pronunciamsnto was 
indicated by a strike called a few months, later to secure for the surface 

crew what the underground workers had already procured: the eight-hour
Qday. The union, which seems to have capitulated a week later,

apparently did not have a sufficiently large proportion of the miners
unionized to enforce its demands. To attract new members the membership
fee was reduced for a period of.thirty days, and an appealing program

was outlined: "to shorten working hours and thereby lengthen life; to

raise wages and lower usury; to lighten toil and brighten the lives - 
oof the workers." . . • ,

Another disturbance arose in August, 1902, when Clark increased 
the wages on his Montana properties, but refused to grant the miners at 
Jerome a similar wage hike. When the miners struck, the superintendent 

tried to import a carload of Mexican miners. But a bridge was dynamited 

just ahead of the train, and "the car was backed down to Jerome Junction 

and that train with the Mexican miners never came .into camp.."^
In 1912 and 1915 two pieces of .labor legislation important to 

the Jerome miners were passed by the state legislature, which became

7Ibid., Aug. 18, 1900. . •
8Ibid., Aug. 5, 1901. :
9
Ibid., July 12, 1902.

10
Ibid., Aug. 25, 1902.
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effective August 1, 1912, made mandatory an eight-hour day for all:
mining employeea.^ The second, enacted in the following year, was a

Workmen!s Compensation Act, which provided that mining companies must

pay;a immthly installment to injured workers which might continue;

until the sum of four thousand dollars had been paid. In case of death

or permanent disability the entire amount was to be paid. The United
Verde had previously attempted to inaugurate a compensation system of
its ovm, but many miners had continued to file suit in the civil courts
in which the fees had been almost equal to the amount of damages
involved. Of course, the worker could still bring suit against the company

if be. did:not,choose - to accept the amount offered by the compensation act.A£i

r . ; In_ 1916, with the price of, copper steadily rising, the United Verde 

voluntarily. inaugurated a sliding wage scale by which-an increase of 
twenty-five cents per day would be granted for each three cents advance 

in the price of copper. ; Mine rs woul d be paid the minimum daily .wage 
of §5.75 when copper averaged 17 cents or less; $4.00 when it averaged 
seventeen to twnty cents, and sp. on.^5 In December of that year copper 

went to thirty cents a pound and the miners* wages were reteed to $5.00.
An enlarged company-payroll meant augmented prosperity for the town.

The new wage scale probably represented an attempt of the company

11_ Jerome News,-Aug. 1, 1912.
12Arizona Labor Journal, quoted in Jerome News, Aug. 1, 1912.
Jerome News, Mar. 5, 1916.

l2fIbid., Dec. 1, 1916.



to stave off any possible labor unrest. Another factor expected to 
prevent the outcropping of any labor strife was the new position of the 

miners. Many of them had invested in the new companies organized about 

this time. "Here there is no sharp division between the capitalistic 

and laboring classes," observed a contemporary; "a vast majority of 

the workers are s t o c k holders.What this argument overlooked was that 
fear of jeopardizing their own investments could not act as a deterrent 
to the aggrieved United Verde miners, who could not buy stock in the 
United Verde Copper Company, a close corporation.

Subsequent developments demonstrated this. "Verde District Tied 

up by Strike," bleated the Hews on May 25> 1917• Fifteen hundred had 

already gone on strike, and the total was expected to rise to two thousand 

by nightfall. Of 1,100 United Verde employees only 200 were still
working, and these were mostly Mexicans. Not only the United Verde,
’• , " '.A:: "• ' • : -' - , : - : . .■ . ,but every mine in the district was affected. Of 5^0 United Verde

Extension workers, only 40 remained at work. Work was also suspended 

at the lesser mines, and at every mine pickets were stationed. There 

was no disorder.1^ i

The strikers had four demands: the Miami scale of wages (on
the day the strike was called miners were paid the Miami scale,'$5.25 

a day, but the scale was not extended to muckers and carmen); the 

closed-shop; the check-off system; and the establishment of grievance

Mar] 2 % 1 9 1 7 A  "  " ■' " ' ' ' ' ■ ' ' '
....  l6Ibld., May ^ , 1917."; ' - ---
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committees. The high cost of living in the town was also a source of 

discontent.1^
The strike had been called at 9*00 p. m., May 24, by the 

executive committee of the local, organization of the International • 

Union of Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers, successors: to the former 

Western Federation of Miners. The strike vote taken at the union hall 

had been 5^5 to 25 in favor of striking, but on the same day the various 
mining companies took a secret poll of. their employees as they re
ceived their checks which resulted in a vote of 7^7 to 445 against

the strike. Whereupon Robert E. Tally, then Assistant General Manager 

of the United Verde, addressed a letter to W. A. Burns, a member of the" 

union’s executive committee, in which he questioned the manner in which 
the strike vote had been obtained. He alleged that the International 

Workers of the World had supported the local; that the unemployed men 

of the district had been enrolled as union members to assure a strike 

vote; that intimidation had been used; that, in sum, "the entire vote 

was crooked and irregular." "

The News gave support to Tally’s contention,. decrying the miners * 
union hall vote as having been secret in name only, ballots having been 
marked on a table "in plain sight." Many had signed membership 
application forms, paid their initiation fees, and voted immediately.

In the 'three for: four day period preceding the strike vote, continued 

the paper, the union had taken in two hundred new members, most of whom

17Ibid., May 25, June 8, 191?.
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were unemployed newcomers, practically all of whom had participated in 

the strike vote. On the other hand, the vote taken at the mines had 

been "absolutely secret." Showers with heavy curtains had been used as 

booths at the United Verde, and a committee composed of three miners 

and one company representative had supervised the voting. Two hundred and 

fifty-six of these miners had voted to strike, 466 had opposed it, and 195
had abstained.

The Hews was of the opinion that the Miami scale of wages should 
have been granted months ago by the United Verde (and, of course, had 
it granted the scale the other mines would have followed suit), and that 

the miners should accept this scale (to which the companies had now 

consented) and drop their demand for the closed shop, which the companies 

would never grant. But chiefly it deplored the strike as having had the 
lamentable effect of closing down one of the great copper districts of 
the country when the government needed copper so badly.*9

On June 4 the strikers voted 46j to 4$1 to accept the mine 

operators•' offer and return to work. The settlement was a compromise 

worked out by Judge John McBride, Dapartment of Labor representative.

The miners secured the Miami scale, the establishment of grievance 
committees, a guarantee of the right of workers to join any union 
without incurring dis crimination, a promise that none of the 
strikers would be discriminated against, and the a s s u r a n c e

l6Ibid., May 25, 1917.
19Ibid., June 1, 1917.



of the companies that they would cooperate with the merchants in an 

attempt to reduce living costs, and, wherever possible, would cut to a 
minimum the charges for light, water, and rent. The miners failed, 

however, to secure the check-off system and the closed shop.^  The 

agreement, which was not confirmed by the President’s Mediation Commission 
until the latter part of November, further provided that all future 
disputes which could not be settled by the grievance committees were to 
be referred to a federal administrator whose decision should be final. ■L 

The June strike had scarcely been settled when a new labor 

problem arose. On July 6, the Metal Mine Workers, Industrial Union 

No. 800, affiliated with the International Workers of the World, called 

a strike for the six-hour day, a six dollar daily wage, and "other 

concessions." Charles F. Moyer, president of the International Union of 
Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers, advised all members of that organization 
to disregard the I. W. W. and continue at work. He took the position 
that the I. W. W. could nob be considered a labor organization because 

the union he headed had twelve hundred members, and, therefore, was the 

dominant union in the district. ^ A week later Moyer*a organization 
voted four hundred and seventy to one hundred and ninety-four not even 
to consider joining the "wobblies” in their strike. It should be noted 
that this was not a vote on whether to participate in the strike, but

20Ibid., June 8, 1917.
21Ibid., Nov. 25, 1917.
22Ibid., July 6, 1917.
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rather a vote against even taking a vote on that question.-^

At first it was thought that the strike could not seriously

affect mining operations as there were not more than 150 I. W. V.1s
'. ' : . ■ . • . ... . .. ■

(derisively termed “Imperial Wilhelm*s Whelps") employed in the mines. ^

But when they began to use intimidation in an attempt to close down the

mines, mining operations were adversely affected. Many non-strikers

were "frankly buffaloed by wobbly intimidation,* and several left town.
By July 12, the United Verde had only seventy per cent of a full crew
and the Extension only sixty-five per cent. Especially hard hit was the
night shift. But few ventured to go to work then. "There was only

one electric light on the United Verde road and the workers, straggling

up singly or in pairs, saw nothing but a dark trail filled with wobblies."

The prediction was made that a tremendous exodus of workers would take
place on the following day unless there was a "radical change" in the

situation.
The radical change was soon forthcoming. Numerous citizens had 

previously privately discussed the advisability of taking the law into 

their own hands and driving the strikers out of town. Officials of the 
dominant union had asked them to delay any drastic action for forty-eight 
hours in the hope that they would be able to cope with the situation.

But after the "wobblies” and the non-strikers had engaged in a rock 
fight on the hill near the United Verde mine, sentiment in favor of 

the immediate expulsion of the strikers had rapidly crystallized. That

" ■ oz .......  .. - - -• - " -
''ibid., July 15, 1917.

- 1 24 ” • ' ' ' "• ' •• -  • ■ . : :  . :The following account of the deportation is based on the 
Jerome News, July 13, 1917.
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evening, July 12, about one hundred irate citizens met at the high 
school, not to discuss what action should be taken, but to decide upon 

the flways and means.H They resolved to meet at 6:00 a. m. the next 

morning at the city hall. A few "cool-headed, trustworthy" men were 

to carry rifles and revolvers; the others were"to arm themselves with 
pick handles or short sections of pipe. A white handkerchief around the 
left arm was to be the "vigilante's" badge. All were sworn to secrecy, 
but were to invite friends who could be trusted.

Approximately 250 men showed up at the city hall next morning,

"a good matured, jubilant, but determined crowd." Those who knew the 

strikers best expected no serious trouble, but rumor had it that they 
were armed. As the sun rose over the Mogollon Rim, the crowd quietly : 

marched down Hull and Verde Avenues to the wobblies1 haunts. "The big 
hunt was on." Through the halls of rooming houses they marched, knocking 
on each door and making the occupant present himself. Someone in the 

party would identify him "as a decent citizen or a wobbly." When one of 
the latter was found he was told to clothe himself, and, if he had a 

suitcase, was allowed to pack. Then he was escorted to the city jail.
The mob had rounded up only fifteen of the agitators at the end 

of an hour and a half, and was beginning to fear that the plot had leaked 
out when the chance discovery of a list of the local members enabled them 
to apprehend the others easily. They were found unarmed, and by 8:$0 more 

than fifty had been jailed. By 9:00 the town had been thoroughly combed, 

and at 9$50 & path was cleared through the large crowd that had gathersd 
in front of the jail through which the prisoners, who now numbered one 
hundred, were marched up the hill to a waiting train. Some of the

\
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prisoners were recognized by members of the crowd "as good union men" 

and set free. Exactly sixty-seven men were herded into two cattle cars. 

None of them had had breakfast, but they were given nothing but water. ■ 
About fifty armed citizens clambered upon the flat cars before and behind 

the cattle cars, the engine's whistle shrieked, and the trip to Jerome 
Junction began. ’ : : r : ' ,

At Jerome Junction they were met by deputy sheriffs and guards 

from Prescott, were transferred to a day coach, and escorted to Ash ’ 
Pork; There they were removed to another cattle car, and, with some 

of their guards, they started for Needles, California, located just across 

the 'Arizona-California border, where the guards intended to dump them. 

When the guards tired of the ride and attempted to turn the .deportees 

loose at Kingman, its sheriff told them to move on and the trip to Needles 
was resumed. Once there, they were met by a posse of citizens with 

shotguns/ who proved, adamant in their refusal to permit them to dump their 
human cargo. Again rebuffed, they backed the train a few miles out of the 

town,; unloaded the agitators in the desert, and headed home.

Local public opinion applauded, orat least acquiesced in, the 
deportation for two reasons: the popular belief that the strike was
German-backed, and that it was a threat to the town's- prosperity.^ The 
miners, who had just won their strike, wanted to enjoy their gains and 
gave vigorous support to the ouster. Indeed, so many miners laid off 

work to join in the hunt that"on the following day the two big mines

^An editorial in the New York Times expressed what was probably 
the attitude of the average patriotic American of those war-excited 
days to the I. W. W., an attitude which might be compared to the present



had only about 50 per cent of their normal forces. ' However, the . •-
International Union of Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers was. careful to 

adopt a resolution designed to dispel" any notion that it had supported 

the deportation. The resolution admitted that many union men had 

participated in the eviction, but declared that they had done so as . 

individuals and not with the formal or implied sanction of the union.^ 
No less effective support was given to the action by the town 

officials, who not only approved, but actually participated in the move. 
The Mayor was described as "one of the most active 1 pick handlersj* * 

and he publicly commended the steps that had been taken to restore 

"order" to.the town. The participation of the duly elected officials
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attitude toward Communism.
"The I. V. W. is perhaps our choicest 1 anarchist * collection.

It is curious how eager the most virulent assailants of government in the 
United States are to help Germany, the most drilled and absolute of 
modern states. . . .

"The Arizona mining town, Jerome, has deported its I. W. Yf. 
contingent. If the whole gang could be deported from the United States, 
the United States would be greatly improved. The I. W. W. is a nucleus 
of disorder and sedition. At this time its proceedings, whether inspired 
by Germany or by inveterate deviltry, are noxious even beyond its wont.
A few strong doses of punishment. . . might quiet the I, W. W., now so 
widely and pestiferously active."

However, writing of the Bisbee Deportation, which shortly 
followed, the Times declared: "The Sheriff of Bisbee. . . ^who
organized the deportation/ is a vigorous personage. . . but a sheriff 
who makes his own law is on dangerous and indefensible ground; and 
inhumanity is worse than the I. W. W. . . Bisbee had the right to defend 
itself against violence, not to do violence. . ." New York Times,
July 12, U ,  1917.

2gJerome News, July 20, 1917•



wag thought by some to clothe the'action with legal immunity.^7 No 

legal redress was brought against the town by the I. _W. W., probably 

because they deemed it wiser to concentrate their legal guns on the. 
suit that they shortly afterwards brought against Bisbee for its similar 

deportation of their members there. The Bisbee Deportation is.said to 

have been precipitated by Jerome's action.^®
Though the bulk of public opinion supported the expulsion, there 

was one group, the lower economic class, that hotly disapproved of.it.
This is brought out by an incident which occurred on the following day.

When a grocery store solicitor entered the.Mexican district he was 

surrounded by half a dozen women, who, shrieking and shaking their fists 

in the air, liberally berated him for his supposed part in the deportation. 

The poor solicitor, who was quite innocent of the charge (they had 
mistaken him for someone else) considered himself fortunate to have 
escaped unharmed.2? .,

It will be recalled th&t the June settlement had contained a 

proviso>that all disputes which could not be settled by the grievance 

committees would be submitted to the arbitration of a federal adminis
trator, whose decision was to be final. In 1918 this arrangement was 
tested twice. The first test came in January, when the miners and 
smeltermen in Jerome and Clarkdale asked for a daily wage increase of 
$1.00. When the companies and the union were unable to reach an
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agreement, the matter was referred to a federal administrator. He 

declined to grant the increase, but promised the miners that he would 

attempt to bring about a reduction in rentals by Ra patriotic declaration 
to the landlords of the camp,” and that he would endeavor to persuade 

the two big mining companies to build sufficient houses to relieve the 

congested housing conditions.The second test came six months later 
when the miners renewed their demand for a daily wage increase. They now 
asked for §1.10. Arbitration was again invoked, and this time the miners 
were awarded an increase of 75 cents, and:(the "patriotic declaration" 

apparently having gone unheeded) "material reductions" in rentals and 

in light and water rates.5V

Though the I. W. W. had been driven.from town, it attempted to 

return to the affray a few months later. In September, 1918, its 
representative arrived in Jerome with a package containing thirty 
thousand handbills calling for a two-weeks strike. %  was arrested, 
however, before the bills could be.distributed, and the local daily could 

boast that another "wobbly" threat had been frustrated.52 At about the 

same time so-called German propagandists began to insinuate to the 
Mexican miners.that unless they returned to Mexico immediately.they would 
be drafted. Despite published refutations of this rumor, many Mexicans 
quit work and started for Mexico. Within three days the United Verde lost
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^°Ibid., Jan. 15, 1918.

^ Tombstone Prospector, Aug. 1, 1918. 
52y Verde Copper News, Sept. 10, 1918.



sixteen miners. Most of these gave as their excuse for leaving the 

necessity of "going to Mexico to see sick brothers." This piece of 

propaganda, coupled with the I. W. W.’s assertion that it was going to 

tie up the district by a strike, caused fifty-five to sixty miners to
leave town.55

A couple of weeks later Horace Harrison, acting chief watch
man for the United Verde, was murdered by five Mexicans. Four Mexicans 
believed implicated in the crime were apprehended shortly afterwards by a 
posse. Then officers learned that a Mexican had been seen hiding a 
suitcase under one of the buildings on the United Verde's property. A 

search disclosed the suitcase, which, when opened, was found to hold 
nine home-made bombs. Three additional bombs, all of the same construction, 

were found in a fire-gutted building in the Mexican district immediately 
behind Main Street.5^ So great was the fear that German-directed 
Mexican anarchists were plotting an insurrection that fifty federal 
troops were dispatched to the town, where they were quartered in the old 

United Verde Hospital. Their Colonel declared: "No doubt exists. . .

that there was a Mexican plot to start an insurrection in Jerome and

s6ize the camp." The murder of the watchman and the subsequent discovery
\ - - - . . . - . . . -of the hand grenades were to him sufficient proofs. Only seven or eight

Mexicans were believed implicated in the plot and no further trouble

was expected..The .plot, attributed to the Germans, was alleged to have
had the same purpose as had their propaganda and the I. W. W.'s agi-

55ibid., Sept. 10. 1918.
34Tombstone Prospector, Sept. 27, 1918.
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tat ion: to cripple the mines' - productivity.^
Following the war's end the demand for copper practically 

disappeared for a time. During a four months period in the latter part 

of 1920 the United Verde sold no copper at all. It was necessary to 

suspend production until such time as the country's copper companies * 

large stockpiles of the red metal should be reduced to a point where the 
supply did not so greatly exceed the demand. This entailed wage reductions 
and unemployment. To take up the slack the companies in the district 
inaugurated construction and development programs.5^ Employment could 
not be provided everyone, however, and relief work, administered by the 

Salvation Army and largely financed by the United Verde and the 

Extension, was undertaken. The companies adopted the policy of helping 

only those willing to help themselves, and when the Cotton Growers 
Association of the Salt River Valley offered to pay the transportation 

costs of all able-bodied men willing to pick cotton for the farmers in 
that area, announcement was made that relief would be withdrawn from those 
who refused this opportunity.57

Relief was being given to from eight to sixteen families a day 
in 1921, but gradually the pressure slackened. Three factors were 
responsible for this. One was the return of many Mexicans to Mexico.
One hundred families,, an estimated four hundred people, left for Mexico
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^ Ibid., Oct. 29, 1920.
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within one week, the Mexican^government paying transportation costs.58 
However, this escape valve was shut off by the Mexican government . .

within a few weeks because of the lack of employment opportunities in 
that country.59 -A second factor was that many found jobs elsewhere and 

moved away. A third, and the most important, was an Increased demand for 

copper which began to be felt by the middle of 1922, enabling the two 
big mines to resume production. Many that had been laid off were 
rehired. Within a few months more than a thousand men had been given 
jobs.^O The town's-unemployment problem was solved—-at least for awhile.

As long as the copper market held up, the town had no labor 

problem. So improved was the market by 1928 that the United Verde 

granted its employees a 10 per cent wage hike. Throughout 1929 the 
industry and the town throve, but the effects of the panic became r -: 
pronounced in the following year. Prices dropped, production was 

curtailed, and many miners lost their jobs. To reduce unemployment the 
United Verde began construction on a $250,000 concentrator plant.^ A 
survey made at this time concluded that the district had no more than 

the usual number of unemployed persons. That the labor picture was a 

bright one was, however, more apparent than real. Many had only part- 
time work; many others, though employed full time, were working for 5

58lbid., May 16, 1921.
39Ibid., June 12, 1921.

. hr\Ibid., June 1, 1922.
2iv

ibid., Apr. ii, 1930. ; :
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reduced wages; a considerable number had accepted work not in their line; 

and, finally, most of the single men had left the district when laid off 

The next few years saw the employment problem become increasingly 
acute. Operations were further curtailed, men were laid off, and wages 

reduced. The United Verde attempted to relieve the situation by 

inaugurating a system of staggered employment. Almost everyone who had 
been retained on a full time job was put on a part time basis, which made 
possible the re-employing of nearly a hundred men who had been laid off 
previously. This plan was declared to offer "the one solution for 
unemployment. Actually, however, there could be no solution if by 
solution was meant a means by which the mines could continue to provide 

jobs for the large number, or any sizeable proportion thereof, of miners 

that they once had. Economic forces and the progressive depletion of the 
mines were working against it. The former would soon improve markedly, 

but the latter could only be overcome by the discovery of unusually rich 
ore pockets, and this discovery was not forthcoming. The United Verde, 

which, though far from depleted, had seen its heyday, was sold to Hielps 

Dodge in 1935> and management-labor relations seem to have become more 
impersonal than they had been under the family-owned United Verde Copper 
Company. The second great mine, the United Verde Extension, closed three 
years later, and has not been reopened since. '

Phelps Dodge has continued to work the United Verde up to the 
present time. During the war the district, which had had a surplus of 
labor for so many years, experienced an acute labor shortage. So many 

of the Rielps Dodge miners quit mining to work in the more lucrative

. *5- Ibid. ’Dec. 12, ’19$0.
42

Ibid., Feb. 16, 1922.
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California defense plants that the corporation was hard-pressed to find 

enough hard-rock men to mine its copper. So acute became the shortage 

that the army furloughed all men willing to sign to mine copper. Pew of 

the men were experienced miners, and the experiment was dropped within 

ninety days. The soldiers were replaced by Finns and Swedes recruited 

in Northern Michigan, who knew their business, but did not work at it. 
They are said to have been continually drunk, even carrying bottles into 
the mine Today about 60 per cent, of the 150 miners who work the mine 

are of Mexican blood, though more than half of these are Arizona-born 
and American citizens.

Stout, op. cit., lM._
• • ■ '• ' " . —  ' " •• • - 1 . * * > i . , * 5 ' " t  , "• - - - ....

The miners of Jerome were always a heterogeneous lot.
According to H. V. Young, for many years secretary-to the president of 
the United Verde Copper Company, in the early days of the company, "Men 
of Irish nationality predominated, with a few Americans and a minimum of 
other nationalities including Mexican. With the advent of Senator Clark, 
and the building of a railroad to Jerome and a new smelter, there was 
an influx of Eastern Europeans— Austrians, Servians, etc., and around 
the turn of the century they predominated, with a gradual increase in 
Mexican labor. Americans found tie place attractive with the building 
of the new smelter at Clarkdale, 1912-15, and then there rere approxi
mately 75 per cent American and European and 25 per cent Mexican. Very 
few men from England ever worked in the mines; in some sections of the 
country Comishmen were strong, but they did not invade Jerome.
' - "This ratio apparently held through. . . the twenties. . . .

The property did not operate in the period 1952-55» and after its 
reopening in 1955 a gradual decline in*production started, and with it 
a lessening of the white workmen and an increase of those of Mexican 
nationality. . . . There is,now only a scattering of.employees from 
east and south Europe; most of these are naturalized." Young to 
Brogdon, Clarkdale, Feb. 5> 1952.



CHAPTER V

: ■■■■■.. SOCIETY ■ - /

The social history of the totm. is an important end 
interesting story. A visitor to the camp in 1896, impressed ty 

its two churches, one Baptist, the other Catholic, described it 
^as far from being an unregenerate town.1̂ - The first church build

ing was erected in that year by the Baptists. The Roman Catholics 

were holding services in a little frame school house, but in the 
following year Father H. Granjon, subsequently Bishop of Arizona, 

supervised the construction of a frame church. When this building 

was destroyed in the big fire of 1898, Father Alfred Quetio, pestor 

of Prescott and supervisor of the Jerome mission, launched construc

tion of a three-story brick edifice. Erected in 1899 at a cost of 

fourteen to fifteen thousand dollars the new structure was dedicated 

on August 2*>, 1900.^ Until May 8, 1908, a priest from Prescott, *a 
red-bearded Frenchman,11 came over twice a month to conduct services. 
The town’s designation as a regular parish at this time was made 
possible by the large foreign element, which meant that most of the 

church-going residents (probably as many as three-fourths) were 
Catholics.

1 Arizona Republican. Dec. 25. 1896. ... ............

^Jerome Mining News. Aug. 25, 1900.

Jerome Sows-and Copper Belt. Sept. 1, 1913•
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A Methodist congregation was organized in the town on 

March 6* (one account gives March 18, but this was probably the date 
of the first preaching service), 1900, by Reverend Q. M. ( or W.) 
Smith, of Los Angeles, and J. (probably Janes) A. Thompson, Superin

tendent of the Arizona Mission. The first service was held in Con 

O’Keefe's Hall. A Ladies Aid Society was formed on March 20, and 
the board was organized two days later. A week later a lot was 

bought for $500, and construction on a $llt00 (or, as another account 
has it, $1900) church building was begun. W. A. Clark donated $25>0 

to the building fund. The old printing office of the Jerome Hews 

was purchased for $30 and converted by the minister into "a study 
and sleeping room. ” He also added a $390 addition. The growth of 
the church was nothing spectacular, but steady. .By the following - 

October the flock numbered nineteen, and as it grew the building 
expanded. During 1907-08 both church and parsonage were enlarged 

and improved, nearly all the work being done by the narduous arid 

faithful pastor,11 who seems to have devoted more time to carpentry " 
than homily.^ This building was used until 1927, when a new, twenty 

thousand dollar structure was raised. Both of the major copper ~ 
companies contributed to its building. The United Verde Extension - 
donated the lot, and the United Verde gave financial aid. When the 

edifice was dedicated on February 3, 1929, all but five hundred 

dollars of its cost had been paid off.?

klbid.. Sept. 1, 1913.

^Verde Copper Hews, Feb. 1, 1929.
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An Episcopalian congregation, founded around the turn of the 

century, held its. first services in the T. F. Miller Company Build

ing. The building that they acquired in 190li was used until 1926, 

when the city ordered it razed because it had begun to slide down 

the mountainside. So great was the fear, that the building would 
topple into the street and crush someone "that the authorities were 

unwilling to delay: long enough to find who would give the most for 
the building, but closed immediately with the offer of the magnifi
cent sum of $35. «'6 Back to the T. F. Miller building went the , 

faithful • (who numbered about a hundred) until a new structure could 

be built. Plans for a new church were mapped out early in the 

following year, and by raid-year services were being conducted in a 
new 115,000 edifice.7 ■ - ,

A Christian Scientist congregation was established some • 

time prior to 1919. ; An announcement in that year that its meetings 

would henceforth be held in the Liberty Theatre Building was cited 

as an indication of its growth ,lsince its establishment /here/ several 

years ago.”8 9 „ ; :
- But with all its churches, the town was never noted for its 

piety. "Our Churches, ” an editorial that appeared in the local News

in 1920, urged church- attendance, observing that "even its most 
ardent friends will hardly accuse Jerome of being a church-going camp."9

6Ibid.. Apr* 23, 1920.
7Ibid., Apr. 20, 1926; June 17, 1927.
8Ibid., Dec. 5, 1919. ,
9Ibid., Feb. 19, 1920.



The town had an elementary school at least as early as the 
middle of the 1890's, but a four-year high school course was not 

adopted by the Board of Education until December, 1908.-^ Two years ■ 

later a special tax was voted for the erection of a high school 

building. The building site was bought for one thousand dollars from 

G, V/, Hull, who was dubbed "Father of the Jerome Schools" because he 
had turned down a better offer from a private buyer.H Within a 

year the high school building had been completed at a cost of more 
than - twenty-one thousand dollars. Of this amount, twenty-three of 

the town's largest property holders paid more than twenty thousand 

dollars. The United Verde alone contributed more than seventeen 

thousand dollars in taxes and donations. Completion of the new 

building was alleged to "raise Jerome in line with Phoenix, Bisbee, 
Douglas, Prescott, and Tucson when it comes to educational facilities. "12 

The rapid influx of population into the town after 1913 
imposed a.severe strain on its schools. "Cramped facilities, inade

quate buildings, and limited space for grounds" characterized the 

schools by 1916, and sentiment in favor of the immediate construction 

of a nev; school began to grow despite the war.3-3 Board members

10Ibld., itir. 17, 1920.
13.. Jerome Mining Hews, June 18, 1910.

12Ibid., Mar. h, 1911.

^Jerome News, Dec. 22, 1916,
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pronounced a new school a "war necessity, for miners will not stay 
in a copper camp where their children cannot be properly educated.*"-^ 

The only step taken'during: the war, however, was the construc

tion of several makeshift frame bungalows for use as classrooms. 

Sentiment grew apace in favor of the consolidation of the Jerome, 

Clarkdale, and Cottonwood-Verde school districts as a remedy for the 

congestion of the schools, and in May, 1919, two educational experts 
were employed to study the practicability:of the proposal. .Both 

submitted reports advising against consolidation of the elementary 

schools, but favoring it on a high school level. To make this pos

sible Jerome would have to build anadequate high school on the Hog

back, designated because it was the only large level area remaining 
in the town.^ The experts pointed out .that the new school would 

not only relieve the congested conditions, but would be of economic 

benefit to the town as well by eliminating the practice that many 

parents had fallen into of sending their children elsewhere to j 

school to remove them from what they regarded as the pernicious 

influences of a mining camp, "It pays to keep your beys and girls 

at home," had counseled the Hews. "Human nature is just about the 
same the world over. Ho: city is free from wily influences that tend . - 

to divert the mind from study. Erection of a new school building 
was expected to succeed where this sage advice had fail ed. This

% b i d .. May .2U, ,1918..
Verde Copper News. May 19, 1919.

16Jerome News, Aug. l i t ,  1909.



was desirable because "most of the 5>00 or more dollars apiece which 
is spent on their education would be kept at home. The economic 

motif was ever to the fore in the thinking of the town’s publicists 

and merchants. •

' The consolidation scheme was tabled, but the ’trustees of the 

Jerome School District immediately began dickering with Dundee Ari
zona Copper Company for" the purchase of its level lot (about two and 

two-thirds acres in size) at the extreme end of the Hogback. The 
company-was willing to sell for $2^,000; the board was anxious to 

buy for $15,000. Successive concessions by the-company reduced the 

initial figure to $20,000, then §17,500, but the board remained adâ - 

mant. Only when it threatened to institute - condemnation proceedings 

did the 1 company agree"to arbitrate.*^ When a board of three arbi- • 
trators fixed the value of the property at $15,825, the trustees 

promptly acquired it at this price.^
A bond issue of $250,000 for the erection of a new highschool 

was voted and sold in 1920, and•three years later the school was. ready 

for occupancy; Not only did its completion give Jerome a school 

"worthy of the billion dollar copper camp," but its large auditorium 
gave the town something it had long needed - a hall where large gather
ings could be h e l d . W i t h i n  a couple of years the area about the

Verde Copper News, May 20, 1919«

18Ibid., Sept. 8, 1919. 
l^ibid., Oct. 16, 1919.

^ Tombstone Prospector, May 3, 1922. -
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school, known as Dundee Place or the School Addition, was well 
on its way to becoming a populous residential district.23-

Population and school enrollment continued to increase 

throughout the decade of the twenties, and even after the completion 

of the hew building it was necessary to continue to use three of the 

nine temporary wooden bungalows that had been thrown up during the 
past few years. 22 So great was - the enrollment by 1929 that this 

makeshift arrangement was.hopelessly inadequate. Acquisition of a 
new school building was imperative. But where could sufficient level 

ground on which to erect a building be obtained? At this critical 

juncture the United Verde Extension Hospital, a $liil, 873 structure 

built adjoining Dundee's lot in 1920, was given to the school dis

trict for conversion into classrooms. The gift, which also included 
about two acres that surrounded the hospital,’ solved the problem of
congestion. 23 • ■ .. v

Today the recommendations that the two experts made in 1919 

have been substantially adopted. The Clarkdale and Jerome High • 

Schools have been consolidated to form Mingus High School, which 
occupies the buildings on the Hogback, and elementary schools are 
located" in'both towns.2b Though much of the school plant has been 

abandoned since the town's decline,, the remainder has been described

^Verde Copper Hews, Aug. 3, 1923.

22Ibid., Sept. 1, 1923..

23Ibid., Mar. 19, 1929.
2b])onald Ensign, Interview, November, 1951.



as "still unequaled in Arizona probably, except for Phoenix and 

Tucson. »2^ \ _ ' ' ....
The E. W. Carroll Post Office Cigar Store and 0. K. Pool 

and Billiard Romos served as the town's first "club." A contempo
rary described it as the place where v - r

the business and professional man, the miito and the oil pro- .
, moter, the miner, the clerk and laborer, meet and mingle, 

exchange opinions, run tunnels and sink shafts, develop,mines, 
drill oil wells, make and unmake political aspirants. . . and 
smoke good segars /sic/ and drink Stoyly? s hi|grgrade goods, °

The Connor Hotel lobby was another popular hang-out. But the denizens
V;

of the town, growing dissatisfied with these informal groupings,; began 

to feel that "some place to loaf besides the Connor lobby and the 

P. 0. cigar store" should be provided.^?

" --- Aware of vthis need, .the Industrial Peace League, a local, 
organization, petitioned the United Verde for permission to convert 
the old United. Verde hospital (which was to be vacated by January 1, 

1918, because of the erection of a new.one) into a clubhouse that 

would "give the workingmen some place to read, loaf, and enjoy them-
pO *

selves," The petition was not granted, :the building serving as a 

dormitory for about sixty United Verde employees until 1928,•when, 
having been damaged by faulting, ̂  the company finally converted it
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^Stout, op, cit., UUi. 

^Jerome News, Apr. 20, 1912. 

27Ibid., Sept. 15, 1916. 

28Xbid., Dec. lit, 1917.'
29See pp. 1U7-152.
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into a clubhouse for its employees. It was equipped with pool 

tables, a fountain, card rooms, and a small ballroom.30 At the same 

time the company erected a twenty thousand dollar clubhouse for the 

exclusive use of its Mexican .employees.32.- .

Establishment of a Y. M. C. A. was proposed at least as 

early as 1915, and the proposal was laid before the directors of the 

United Verde in 1918. But nothing ever came of the project.3^ How-
t

ever, in the following year the Verde District Athletic Club. (apparently 

the successor to the short-lived Copper City, Athletic Club) was opened 

under the joint auspices of the American Legion and a group of busi
nessmen. 33 • .

Early in 1920 two Y. W. C. A. centers were opened, (toe, for : 
American girls, was called the Blue Trianglej the other, for girls 

of foreign nationality, the International Institute.3^ Their combined 

presentation of a vaudeville skit at one of the local theaters was 

hailed as "the first time in the history of the town that girls of 

different nationalities met for a common purpose on a common foot
ing. "35 Financial support of the national association was withdrawn
.  ■ < '  iin September, 1920, and two months later their functions were sus- * 3

3<->Verde Copper Hews, May-29, 1928.
3-LIbid., June 12, 1928.

Jerome News, Apr. 5, 1918.
33yerde Copper News, July 17, 1919.
3^Ibid., Feb. 7, Mar. 2, 1920.

3^Ibid., Oct. U, 1920.
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pended, supposedly, tenporarily, because of a lack of funds. An 

appeal was considered inauspicious because of the decline in the 

copper market. The International Institute henceforth served as a 

community center and as a kindergarten, with especial emphasis on 

the needs of foreign pupils.' A Business Girl's Club was organized- 

to continue the American center "until such time as it should become 

possible to resume the complete ...'T' iprogram. " ^  ; Apparently- this 
time never came. * ' ■

In 1898 the United Verde built a ^Masonic Hall11 of four 
stories. Stores were located on the first two floors, the Jerome 

Opera House occupied the third, and *the fourth was set aside for 

the use of the Masons (probably the first fraternal order established 
in the town),- the Knights of Pythias,: Woodmen of the World, and the 

Rathbone*Sisters. The building was known as the Masonic Hall because 
this top floor was under the management and control of the Masons.37 

1 A thirty thousand dollar >Ioose'Lodge was built in 191b; and 

three years later a chapter of Royal Arch Masons with twenty-one * 
members and an Odd Fellows Lodge with thirty-five members were 

organized.38 An Elks Lodge was apparently organized in the follow
ing year with more than a hundred members. 39 - a  Rotary Club was - *

^Ibid., Nov. 6/ 1920. "

37Jerome Mining News, June 25, 1898j May 15, 1899.

38Jerome News, ixar. 20, 191b: Mar. 30. 1917.
39Verde Copper News, Sept.~20. 1918.
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founded with twenty-five members in November, 1922, and the follow
ing year saw the formation of a chapter of the Knights of Columbus.^® 

The Jerome Opera House was formally opened on December 19, 
1899, with a performance by Paul Gilmore, "America1 s greatest roman
tic act or.” ̂  It was here, on the third floor of the Masonic Hall, 

that theatrical troupes and opera stars performed. Canaan, Martha, 
Uncle Tom' s Cabin, The Merchant of Venice, Why Women Sin, and Ten 
Nights In A Bar Room— heralded as having everywhere proven * a sensa
tion unparalleled in the history of the drama" ̂ — were among its 

earlier presentations'. When the Upper Verde Public Utilities Company 

redecorated the Opera House in 1926, a contemporary observed:

From being a rather dingy place. . . the opera house has 
become the prettiest place in Jerome. . . .  For the first 
time in many years, Jerome can boast an up-town gathering 
place, that is a real credit to the Billion Dollar Copper 

- : C a m p . #   ̂ -

. The town had several theatres, the finest of which xwas the 

lyric. Built at a cost of $100,000, its opening on October 2$, 1919, 
was hailed as .another step in ."the transition of Jerome from . . .  

an isolated little mining camp to that of a metropolis."^  Today 
the town still has one theatre.

k°Ibid., Nov. 29, 1932; June 30, 1933.
^ •Jerome Mining News, Dec. 11, 1899»

^ Ibid., Oct. 6, 1900.

Verde Copper News, Feb. 23, 1926.

W*Ibid., Oct. 25, 1919• Portions of the building were rented 
out as offices and stores.



Mary bands -were organized during the life of the town, only 
to be dissolved within a short time. Probably the first was formed 
in July, .,1900.̂  The.town’s band stand, of such ancient vintage that 

not even .the. oldest inhabitants knew its origin, was "the fount of 

impassioned oratory and more or less inspired music "until 1919, 

when it.was razed to make room for the United Verde’s construction 
of some apartment houses. To the end it held for the natives "the 
impression. . . of an accident on its way to happen somewhere.

. Most of the town's population were laborers, and many of 
them, were Mexicans, which. meant that Labor Day and Mexican Indepen

dence Day were celebrated with becoming festivity. The former seems 
to have been the most important in the life of the townsfolk, and 

every Labor Day. celebration, elaborately planned, was hailed as 
"Yavapai's Biggest and Best Celebration" in huge red-lettered two- . 
page spreads 'in the local paper. Among the. events of the day were 

a wet horse race, a half mile relay race, a fat men's race, a tug 

of war, and riveting contests, all of which carried cash awards 

ranging from $2$ to $12^.^

Sports have always played a large part in the life of the 

town. The high school's first football team was organized in 191b,
and its first game, scheduled for October 30 of that year, was with

; , .. - -

Prescott. Though the Muckers were "out for Prescott’s goat" they
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Jerome Mining News, July 9, 1900. 

k^Verde. Copper Hews. June U, 1919. 
^ Ibid., Sept. 2, 1920.



were drubbed 57-0. The team was apparently- disbanded within a

short time and was not reorganized until 1921. In their first game 

the reorganized Muckers rare pitted against their traditional rival, 

Clarkdale, and were beaten hl-0.^ The Muckers rare not always sub

dued so handily, however. Indeed, within a few years they came to 
dominate Northern Arizona football, several times winning the 

championship of that region.
All attempts to organize a baseball team prior to 1920 

eventually floundered because the players had to go down into the 

valley to practice. But when the United Verde in March, 1920, promised 

that if a team was organised a diamond would be provided on the five 

hundred foot level, a team was immediately formed.^ Faithful to 
its promise, the company created a park by filling in a sixty to one- 

hundred feet deep gulch. Completed within four months, it was dubbed 
Clark Field.^ Not only baseball games, but football games as well 

were played here. ' ' ’ ‘ '
A basketball team was also organized, apparently in 1920 in 

response to a challenge from Clark dale. ̂  The town could also ' 

boast four tennis courts (a tennis club was organized as early as

hdJerome News, Oct. 30, 191h.
^ Verde Copper News, Nov. 9, 193b.
50tU4̂  ^  on -mon '



May, 190U), a swimming pool, and a playground park, all of which 
were built by, the United Verde . A site for the playground, created 

in 1927,. was procured by leveling the" old dump ground that had been 
used in the old days when the company1 s : smelter: had hung on. the 

hill above; the town. This involved the removal of several tons of
r o c k s , .*■.. * ■' * ■ - '■ - ~

The nine-hole, golf course, located within a-mile of Clarkdale 

and only six miles ifr cm Jerome, was also built by the United Verde. 
Built around Peck’s Lake, it had the only natural water hazards of 

any: course; in the state. . A club house and a dance pavilion were 
constructed there, and the latter, situated on the lake’s bank, was 

used in the summer months for public and private d a n c e s . B o t h  

motor and;row boats were housed at. the lake, and the'horseshoe shaped 
waterway, a mile in length, afforded the speed boats an excellent

race course.^ ..." ; . - -1 - . • 1
• Jerome, like every town,; had certain social problems with - v ; 

which to contend.; Among these were drutkermess, gambling, prostitu

tion, opium smoking, homicide, and the provision of an adequate. jail.

. . In the early days the saloons served as the workingman’s 

club and.as a barometer of the mining activity within the district.
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% b i d ., Dec. 20, 1927.
^ I n  the early days of the camp, particularly during winter

time, dancing was almost the inhabitants' only diversion. Almost 
the first act of, the Miner's Union was to give "a grand ball." 
Jerome Mining News, Oct. 6, 1900.

^ Verde Copper News, July 2$, 1930....... "
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That Jerome was a thriving camp was indicated by the number of 

saloons there. Shortly before the turn of the century a contemporary 
observed that "the Democratic proportion" of saloons to churches 

obtained - sixteen to one.^ The saloons did well. For instance, 

from June ll| to June 19, the average daily receipts of the smallest 

such establishment in the camp was $138.10, no mean.gross for a , 

camp of its size.^7 - Their female entertainers did not always fare 
as well, occasionally having to complain of a "marked indisposition 

on the part of male JerwriLtes to participate in the esoteric rite 
of * coughing up the dough.' ” On such occasions a wag was wont to 

suggest that perhaps, “jaded satiety need.the stimuli of fresher : 

faces and greener y e a r s . : - V  ; • ■  ̂ .-!

-; In February, 1903, the Hews reprinted an article from the.
New York Sun in which the; town was depicted as "the wickedest town 

in America.11 The saloons, were ’ described as packed by 8 *00 P. M.

"From sunset -to sunrise the seamy side of Jerome booms., The thorough
dofares are alive with men from.early evening until midnight. His 

ire aroused by this stricture of his community., the News1 editor 

barked: - "Jerome has never had a dance hall, and saloons she has 
but twelve." ̂0 Oldtimers have atte sted that for a few days. after

-^Jerome Mining News, Oct. 23, 1899. . v : j

^7Ibid., June 2^, 1898.

^8lbid., Oct. 30, 1897. ?.
<Q !New York Sun, quoted in Jerome Mining News, Feb. 16, 1903.

. :



each monthly payday, the mines practically closed while workers 

sobered up - which-was probably the reason that paydays were spaced 

a month apart. < A visitor to the camp shortly before the turn of. the 
century ' - . - .

::' saw. only, one drunk man and; he lay on the sidewalk all afternoon 
and nobody kicked him or stole his hat. And this man had a 

rr ri^it to be drunk.. . . . He was a Pdander and it was payday.

It should be remembered that in those days working conditions were
anything but ideal,: and that any escape from the grime and monotony

of mining was not a boon to be refused. .. i,
- . . The town’s propensity.for the.bottle was seemingly indicated

by its vote in a plebiscite, held in 1911, on county-wide prohibition.

One .hundred and seventy voted "wet," while only fifty voted "dry.11 ̂

However,, within a few. weeks a town ordinance ( No. 59) decreed that

henceforth no more than eight saloons should be licensed in the town.
Its teeth were removed, however, by a clause which stated that the

ruling did not apply to saloons already licensed, nor to per sonsy

firms, or corporations who should purchase outright an: already.

established saloon.^ But three years later, on November 16, 191b,

Arizona voted for prohibition, and on Hay 11, 1915, town ordinance
seventy-five prohibited the further sale of liquors. With the closing
of the saloon,. the .large single male element was deprived of its
chief place of recreation, furnishing the proponents of the estab-
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Jerome Mining Hews. Oct. 23, 1899. 

Jerome News,.July. 29,•1911. . 
63Ibid., Sept. 18, 1911.



lishment of a library with a fresh argument: it was needed to take
the place of the saloon as a place of recreation!^4 -

The prediction had been made that the closing of the; saloons 

would result in a depreciation of the value of town property, but 

this did not take place.^ Instead, the boom began about this time 

and swelled, property values to probably the highest point they, had, ' 

ever reached. . The character of the boom itself was affected by the 
absence of the saloons. Though the town was alive with feverish 
activity, .there was no disorder. The town'was. asleep early in the 

evening,: and, except for miners coming off shift frcm the United 

Verde mine, but.few. people were on the streets after eleven o’clock- 

at night.^ Of course, liquor,was not altogether absent. The town 
was typical in that it had its share of bootlegging,. described as . . 

East Jerome’s "principal industry.": But the majority of the towns
people were said to be "very temperate."67 . 1 /

- Next to drinking,: gambling was probably the miner’s favorite- 

diversion. And: Jerome was; a camp in which one could get a "square

deal" at the gambling tables. Sometimes a miner, won as much,as
68three thousand dollars in one: evening. But, of course, such ' -

... ^bid., Jan. 1, 1915>» . _ __. —  — ,.  ____ .—  -. . -...
6^Ibid., Jan. 21, 1916.

^^Blsbee Review, • quoted in Jerome News, Dec. 1, 1916.

67yerde Copper News, liar. 8, 1921.
xo , . . . .
Jerome Mining News, Jan. 26, 1901.
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occasions were rare. Had they not been,no gambling houses Ttould 

have remained to plague the city fathers, under whose bane they came 

at an early date. A town ordinance (No. 3U) enacted in July, 1905, 

prohibited the further, issuance of gambling licenses, and declared 
null and void all those previously granted.^ Gambling. continued , 

to thrive, however, and the council met to decide what action, should 

be taken. The sheriff alleged that he had taken no action because 
his office had not been legally notified of the ordinance, and the 

city clerk was instructed to send a certified copy of the ordinance 
to the sheriff and the district attorney. At the same meeting a, 

petition,. bearing three hundred signatures and asking that all gamb

ling be outlawed,1 was received.7° : Ordinance thirty-five superseded 

the preceding ordinance in January, 1906. This was a more stringent 
measure, and under it the proprietors of the three largest gambling 
houses were arrested and tried; but the juiy, apparently regarding. • 

the new ordinance as too harsh, acquitted them.71 Shortly.afterwards 

a court ruling held that the ordinance transcended the town's grant 

of power "to regulate, suppress, or prohibit gambling houses."72

Within a short time the city had enacted a new anti-gambling 

ordinance to meet the court's objections,73 but by 1917 the popular

folbid., July 6, 1905.
70Ibid., July 30, 1905.
‘•LIbid., Jan. 3, 1906.

72Ibid., Feb. 17, 1906.
73Jerome News, Oct, li. 1908.



opinion seens to have been that this ordinance had outlived, its use

fulness. The popular attitude can be expressed as follows: the
ordinance had been drawn up when gambling was being; operated on a 

professional scale, with such games as roulette and faro, and had 

been designed to assist the officers in closing the professional 

gambling dens. That having been done, it should be abrogated. The 

state anti-gambling law was stringent enough to suppress all forms 
of "real gambling" that might still'exist in the town. Prescott 

and many other towns had no anti-gambling law. Jerome should follow 
suit, repeal its "blue law," and let its officers enforce the state 

law: that would be sufficient. -

The prevalence of-this attitude was indicated by the outcry 
that was raised when the city marshal set out to enforce strictly .:, 

the town's, gambling ordinance. So vociferous was the protest that 
he was compelled to desist. Probably 90 per cent of the inhabitants 

disapproved^of the ordinance, and it seems to have been discarded
at this time.7^ . . ; • v

The "milder varieties" of puntihboards were now openly dis

played, and one could walk into a cigar store and "shake dice" or 

play a game of cards for the drinks.75 'When the county grand jury 
came to town to investigate reported violations of the state anti
gambling law, it found that card games were being conducted openly.76

7kjbid., Jan. 12, 1917.

75ibid., Nov. 30, 1917. ■ -
76Ibid., Dec. 7, 1917.
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No one was indicted, but within a few weeks (January 16, 1918) the 
council had drawn up an "air-tight, leak-proof11 anti-gambling ordi

nance modeled after the state law of 1913. ' Actually, the city ordi
nance was nothing more than a carbon copy of the first section of 

that law, with the exception of the penalties, which were somewhat 

lighter. Offenders were to be punished by a fine of not less than' 

one hundred nor more than three hundred - dollars (instead of the : 
state’s maximum of six hundred dollars^ or by imprisonment of not - 

more than three months, or by both. It was now "unlawful even to 
watch a gambling game. "77 ' •  ̂ • ; : . : .

On the day of the ordinance’s enactment (for it took effect 

immediately) the police raided six "resorts," arrested everyone found 
playing poker, and fined them one hundred dollars each. -- Those with 

a predilection for gambling henceforth sought to continue their 
pastime in the seclusion of their rooms; but the Sheriff, on receiv

ing a letter bearing the nom de plume "Two Desperate Wives" which 

appealed to him to put an end to poker-playing in private rooms, 

seems to have effectively stamped out these covert attempts to evade 

the law.^ "Jerome is the ONLY town in Yavapai county where card 
games are not permitted, or at least winked at," remarked an inhabi

tant in 1921.7^ And in the following year a veritable crusade against 
vice resulted in the expulsion from the. town of eight, "tin-horn" *

77lbid., Jan. 18, 1918.

7^Verde Copper News, Sept. 29, 1919.

79Ibid., Feb. 16, 1921.



gamblers, the imprisonment of two more, the arrest of nineteen 
drunks, and the jailing of two "notorious women."

Interestingly enough, the basis for the city fathers1 
opposition to drinking and gambling was not moralistic, but prag

matic: it was bad for business. Too much of the mines1 payrolls

was finding its way into the pockets of bootleggers and gamblers to 

the detriment of legitimate business; therefore, these immoral prac

tices must be stopped.^ In the latter part of 192k gambling, "not 

the inconsequential playing of friendly games. . . but the running 

of professional card games with professional dealers," was declared 
to be the cause of the town’s business slump. Wages lost in gambling 

could not find their way into the coffers of the merchants. The 
city council saw an "epidemic of gambling" threatening their com
mercial prosperity. ̂  <

• ■' "We have plenty of laws. Why not enforce them?" asked the
local paper. Enforce them they did. Chief of Police Crowley • 

promptly served notice on every pool hall and "other place of public 

resort” that every kind of card game, whether played for a stake" or 

not, was indefinitely outlawed. A contemporary succinctly expressed 

the reason for this repressive measure: "Gambling had grown to pro
portions that seriously affected business,"83

. 8.9ibid., oct. io, 1922. ... ...... :: ' ...... '
8lIbid., Oct. 10, 1922.

8_2Ibid., Dec. 8, I92I4.
83Ibid., Dec. 17, 192U. :



Municipalities were allowed to permit prostitution by state

law (periodic physical examinations were required) until 1918, when
the Mar Department inaugurated a country-wide clean-up program designed 

to give troops the greatest possible protection from venereal disease. 
Since the "Brewery Gulch” section of Bisbee had been cleaned 

out, Jerome and Superior were the only two mining camps in the state

that had J’redlight districts" of any consequence. Prostitution
v ' :- . v." -.-V ::: \  r . . i . i - -  i-v . MV.' .

flourished in Jerome due to two factors: the predominance of single

men and the paucity of recreational facilities. About forty women
• > ■ • • -

occupied the upper end of Hull Avenue, "that region of sin" in which 

they were permitted to ply their trade. As a result of the Mar Depart-
';;

ment’s program, the State Health Officer, in January, 1918, ordered 

this district closed by March 1.8b 1/2gal basis for the ouster was a 
state law that prohibited "bawdy houses" within four hundred yards 

of a schoolhouse. 5 After "the painted sisters were driven forth to 

seek new paths of primrose hue" their former home bedame "suddenly 

respectable." Plans were laid for its conversion into a district of 

"Cheap but respectable rooming houses,"86
Prostitution, revived in the town after the war, was finally 

driven out not by legal comoulsion but by economic forces. The town's 
decline in the thirties meant that "the oldest profession in the world"

•x.:

could no longer thrive there.

8bJerome News, Jan. 22, 1918.
8̂ Toabstone Prospector. Mar, 6, 1918. 
86jerome News, Jan. 22, 1918.
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Some of the early miners also sought an escape In opium 
smoking. According to the police, shortly before the turn of the 

century opium "joints" were being "run as open as a free lunch 

counter." These establishments were apparently operated by Chinese.®^ 
That the practice persisted through most of the first decade of the 

century is indicated by an ordinance, passed in 1907, that declared 
the selling or smoking opium a misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not exceeding three hundred dollars, or by three months' imprison
ment, or-both.®®

Newspaper obituaries customarily speak of Jerome as having 

been one of the toughest towns in the West, and there were not wanting 

contemporaries who regarded the town in the same light. Following 
the fire of 1899, a religious enthusiast, Mrs. Thomas, a negro repre
sentative of the Salvation Army, declared that God had burned the 
town to purify, it. Standing in the middle of the town's Main Street, 
she prayed for "the Sodom and Gomorrah of Arizona," and expressed 

her disappointment at finding that the fire had not purified the 

town, "but had only temporarily interrupted the iniquity."®^ Raw 

always, and even wild at times, the town doubtless was, but this does 
not mean that it was ever plagued by a high incidence of homicide. 
Depictions of it as a place of frequent gun battles are nothing more 

than "pure movie, script, an old gent's rosy image of his reckless

®7Jerome Daily News, Apr. 1, 1898. „ "
QQ
Jerome News, Oct. 20. 1906.

89Jerome Mining News, May 22, 1899.



101
youth.,,y Killings there were, but probably no more than in any 

other mining town of comparable size. In the early days of the camp 
a local newssheet had been able to boast that "deeds of violence 

were almost unknown.91 And even the New York Sun, which, it will 

be recalled, had depicted Jerome as "the wickedest town in America," 

had admitted that "with all its wild ways, it is remarkably free
from bloodshed. ...... - -

To refer to Jerome as a mining camp is to convey an erron

eous impression, for the popular mind, influenced by the tales of 

Bret Harte, conceives of a mining camp as a "wide open" place where 

pistol duels were of hourly occurrence. Gold was never taken out 

of Jerome in sufficient quanitites to attract the classes that made 

some other camps notorious. The town more nearly resembled one of ' 

those towns in. Pennsylvania which cluster around the immense iron 
mills and refineries close to the coal fields. It was a camp of 

wage earners, not speculators (except during the boom years) or gold
hunters.93

Jim Roberts, a forty-year old one-time miner, spare and stoop

shouldered, with a long brown moustache and sixteen notches in his 
gun, was elected town marshal in the first election after incorpora-

9°Stout, ojo.̂ jx̂ t., l2|T.

^Jerome Reporter, quoted in Verde Copper News, Mar. 17, 1920.

^% e w  York Sun, quoted in Jerome Mining News, Feb. 16, 1903.
^Arizona Republican, Mar. 31, 1899.



tion, and rigorously upheld, law and order, in the town.^4 Louis St. 
James was justice of the peace, magistrate, and "general conservator 

of the peace." That he was "as deaf as a post" was no handicap to 

the judge* * s performance of his duties. He had no need of hearing 

either arguments or evidence, for he knew everyone in the district, 

and those he found guilty were "pretty certain" to have committed 

some offense, if not the one -before the court.9f>

s’..., Not even the ,destruction of the town jail in', the fire of 
1898 was. allowed to halt the processes of the law. Unruly prisoners 

had their arms handcuffed around telegraph poles. They could stand 

up, sit and lie down, but could not escape "hugging" the pole.9°

Some were strapped to t r e e s . A  place of incarceration was.procured 

when John Hands, _ the local peace officer, offered the Hands Building, 

built as a private residence, to the town as "the city bastille" for 

a monthly rental of $10. A "spiked floor" cell, ■ in idiich it was 

impossible for the prisoner to, sit or;lie down owing to "the hundreds" 

of spikes driven into the- floor, was a feature; of the Munds .jail.

, - , ^Verde Copper News. Apr. 23, 1920. . ...... ... .....

• ^ O n  July 1;, 1905# the jail was so crowded witii. drunks that 
the judge had to have ten or twelve inebriates tied to a couple of 
big wheels, about twelve feet higgi, which had sunk into the ground • 
up on the.hill. At sundown the drunks, by a concerted effort, 
pulled the wheels out;of the ground and headed for the Fashion Saloon, 
where they demanded an axe with which to "widen the portals and get 
up to the bar." Ibid., Mar. 17, 1920. T.

^Tombstone Prospector, Oct. 11, 1098.
9 7 ^ ,



This cell was -designed for intractable prisoners who refused to 

work out their sentences on the streets.^® When, in 18991 a Phoenix 

newspaper depicted Jerome as "the Sodom and Gomorrah of the West," 

this "thickly studded" spike floor constituted one of its. chief 
indictments.̂  1 Ired by this animadversion of his community, the 
editor of the News rejoined:

103

That spiked cell in the Jerome jail is three movable boards 
with a few nails driven in so that their business ends 
stand forth in all except a space of about two feet square. 
These planks are placed on the floor of one of the cells, 
and a prisoner whom death alone outside of the spiked 
boards could tame is stood therein until he comes to 
his senses. This same means is used in almost all of the 
jails in the territory to curb a man who knows no power 
but death or the business mid of a nail.****

Though the spiked floor cell seems to have been discarded 
within a short time, and,the jail moved to a new location, to be 
confined to jail in Jerome remained a harrowing experience. In 

192U, when the jail had been finally located on Hull Avenue, the 

News denounced it as "a disgrace to the world’s greatest copper 

camp." It was described as a "filthy, ill-lighted, and ill- 

ventilated hole." "It is certain," concluded the paper, "that 
one night in the dog-hole we call our city jail would destroy a 
man's self-respect."*■***• Within a few months, no improvements

" ibid., July 25, 1920.

^Phoenix Enterprise, quoted in Jerome Mining News, Sept. U,
1899.

100Ibid., Sept. 18, 1899.
•̂ Verde Copper News, Sept. 26, 192i*.



having been undertaken, the News returned to the attack:

the present institution— shack would be the better word—  
is a disgrace. . . .

One would hesitate to stable a respectable burro in 
the filthy place, and yet we put human beings, men and 
women, too, in it. •

. . .  the man who spent a night in the Jerome jail 
and came out without- being an anarchist is either too 
saintly for this earth or too callous to be called human.

If. . . our best citizens could be locked up for five 
minutes, we would have a change overnight. ^ i

No new jail was ever constructed; but the old one was finally,
cleaned up. 103 Though the slide carried it five hundred feet from
its origiml location, three of its four walls are still intact;

and it now bears a sign much photographed by tourists: "Dangerous!
Keep Out!" , . ,,, . , ^

102Ibid., Jan. 7, 1925. .
"^McDonald to Brogdon, Jerome, Mar. It, 1952.



CHAPTER VI

.V CIVIC SERVICES ^

Jerome’s problems of water supply, fires and fire protec
tion, insurance rates and incorporation were inextricably inter

woven. Also linked were the problems of drainage, sanitation, and 
the paving of the sidewalks and streets.

In the early days of the town all water for household pur

poses was brought in on the backs of burros.-*- Among those who 

profited from the miners’ water needs was the-Mexican revolutionary 

Poncho Villa, who at one time had two hundred (one account gives 

fourteen hundred) burros packing wood and water into the mining 
camp.*2 At least as early as 1896 water was piped from Walnut Spring, 
about three miles away, to reservoirs located oh the mountain side 
about five hundred feet above the camp. This system was thought to 

supply "sufficient water and power for all practical purposes."3

But on Christmas Eve, 1897, a fire broke out in the camp’s 

Whisky Row. An entire business block was destroyed. That the 
conflagration was not more extensive was due to the absence of any 
wind, and the United Verde’s loan of its fire-fighting apparatus to

^Verde Copper News. Oct. li|, 1927.

Stout, • Op. Cit., lijlt. : , • : y
^HPA, op. city, p. 33U. ■ , V .
!#
/4"Jeromenewspaper clipping (n.d.), Sharlott Hall 

Museum, Prescott.
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the townsfolk.-* However, the company's hose had not been passed 
over to them until its hospital had been thoroughly drenched and 

its safety assured. The Hews immediately began plumping for the - 
establishment of a volunteer fire department equipped with sufficient 

hose to prevent the recurrence of such incidents.7

On September 11, 1898, another fire broke out Wien a group 

of Italians engaged in a drinking bout carelessly tossed their 

lighted cigarettes on the floor of their cabin.® One of .the dis

carded butts lit some waste paper near a can of gasoline, causing 

an explosion which engulfed the cabin in flames.9 The flames rapidly 

passed, from-building to building, and within a short time the entire 

business.district, with the exception of the T. F."Miller Company*s 
building and the fire-proof basement of the Fashion Saloon, was - com

pletely- wiped out. Mary persons had feverishly piled belongings 
around Dr. Hawkins *s isolated stone office building, thinking the 
fire would not reach there, but everything went up in smoke. 10

In an article entitled "toath and Desolation,11 one of the - 

Prescott papers deplored the fire as the greatest disaster in the 

history of Arizona. At least eight persons lost their lives in the * 6

-*Jerome Mining Hews. Jan. 1, 1898.

6Ibid., Dec. 25, 1897.
?Ibid., Jan. 1, 1898.
®Another version is that the fire began when a drunken miner 

accidentally set fire to his cabin with his miner’s lamp. ”Jerome,n op.cit.
^Daily Arizona Journal Miner, Sept. 12, 1898.
1°»Jerome," op. cit.



flames. Probably the fire could have been checked had it not been 
for the fact that the waterworks were being rebuilt and could not 

be used.^v Hundreds of pounds of powder were exploded in an attempt 

to control the flames, but this measure was abandoned when the dis
covery was made that it only served to spread them. ̂2

These fires, disastrous as they were, were, beneficial in that 

they gave a great impetus to the. incorporation of the camp. Follow

ing the fire, of 1897 the News had observed that the conflagration 
should have convinced everyone of the necessity for the immediate 

installation of water mains and hydrants. At the time, the United 

Verde promised to donate the requisite water if the people would pay 

for .the pipe. "Pipe would•cost &1600. The fire last night cost, 

$£0,000. . Comment is superflous. Nothing was done until after
the fire of 1898, however, when the insurance companies, "having 

been called upon so often to make good fire losses at last became 

shy." They refused to issue any policies on property within the 
town until a water system adequate for fire protection had been in

stalled. And the only possible way to procure such a system was by 
incorporation, which would make possible the levying of a uniform 

tax.-1'4 ; . . L . ..; . -
• : . ' :: -  ' '• V  • :■ ' : . V.- .

- Prescott Morning Courier. Sept. 12, 1898.

•^San Francisco Chronicle, quoted in Verde Copper Hews,
Dec. 17, 1924. . ■.- : - • .

^ Jerome I-lining Hews. Dec. 2£, 1897.

•̂ Arizona Republican. Mar. 31, 1899.
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Incorporation was effected while George ¥. H u l l , t h e

town's largest property owner, was in the East. All of his patented

mines within the city were included within the fire limits, and '

ordinances were enacted regulating the erection of buildings, the

grading and paving of streets, and the installation of sewers arid

other municipal improvements. Upon Hull's return he protested ;

against his mines being subjected to what he regarded as arbitrary
taxation and regulation;^ However, on March 8, 1899, .the Yavapai

County Board of Supervisors, found :

that the town of Jerome contains a population of five hundred 
or more inhabitants; that two-thirds of the taxable inhabitants 
of the said town. . . are desirous that the same be incorporated 
under the name of Jerome, according to Act number 72, laws of 
1893, of the territory of Arizona. . . • It was therefore 
moved. . . that the said town of Jerome be incorporated. . . 
all the members of the board voting aye. 27 - ' . -

^ A  native of; Massachusetts, Hull woriced at a variety of 
occupations in the West before he entered the Verde Valley in 1875• 
The Wade Hampton and Eureka claims so favorably impressed tiim that 
he began buying all the houses and property around Jerome after 
l88It. In 1888 he opened a general merchandise store in the town and 
purchased, the claims lying around the United Verde mine. He also 
owned the townsite. ; •

He, was elected to the Eighteenth Legislature of the Territory 
in l89li, and was Mayor of Jerome from 1906 to 1909. : ;

In 1916 he sold all of his properties to Charles W. Clark, 
a son of W. A. Clark, for a reputed #1,000,000. He died intestate 
in Prescott in November of the same year, leaving #810,000. on deposit 
in a Los Angeles bark. ‘ ■

For detailed accounts of Hull's life the following newspapers 
should be consulted: Jerome Chronicle, Mar. 30, 1895; Jerome Mining
News, July 12, 1902; and Jerome News, July 30, Sept. 8,.1916.

Jerome Reporter, Jan. 11, 1900. v .

^ Prescott Morning Courier, Mar. 9, 1899.
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The Board appointed a council of local citizens consisting of 
Michael Bradley, Arthur Cprdier, Doane Merrill, W. M. Hands, and 

R. S. Turner, which in turn appointed Hands as Mayor; R. E. McDowell, 
Clerk; F. H. Perkins, Building Inspector; J. C. Duff, Street Com

missioner; Frank Ferguson, Marshal; and Thomas Miller, Deputy. ̂

The issue seemed settled, and Yavapai was said to be the 
only county in Arizona that contained two incorporated cities.3-9 

Jerome’s territorial representative predicted that the incorporation 
would bring to the town "the best system of water works in the 

territory. . . , good sidewalks, good streets, improved buildings 

. . . , better protection. . . and an increased value of property."20 

Incorporation was no guarantee against fire, however, and 

on May 19, 1899, for the second time in less than a year and for 
the third time in less than two years, the town was ravaged by 

flames. The pine, cloth, and paper buildings that had been hastily 

thrown up after the preceding fire offered an easy prey to the 

flames. Sixty thousand dollars worth of property was destroyed.

Of this, only $23,500 was covered by insurance .^1
Jerome’s spirit was indomitable. Even before the ground 

had cooled teams were removing the rubbish from the burnt area 
and digging foundations for new fire-proof buildings. "The demo

cratic methods of a mining camp were yet dear to property owners,

•^Jerome Reporter, quoted in Verde Copper Hews, Mar. 17, 1920. 

•^Prescott Horning Courier. Mar. 9, 1899.

^ Arizona Daily Gazette. Mar. 10, 1899.
^Daily Arizona Journal Miner, Hay 19, 1899.



no
who objected strenuously to reasonable ordinances. Nevertheless, 

the city council, cognizant of the fatuousness of building inflammable 
buildings in a town which lacked both adequate waterworks and a 

properly equipped fire department, decreed that henceforth no shacks 

could be put up within the fire limits. "All tents within the town’s 

corporate limits had to be taken down before May 23 • The town mar

shal was empowered to remove all, shacks and tents or tent-covered , 
shacks, that had not been removed by that;time*^ \ .

. Following this blaze the United Verde connected a pipe from 
Allen Spring to .the-Walnut Spring flume, thereby doubling the water 

supply,^.- The insurance companies remained unimpressed. A special 

insurance agent summarized the water situation in the town in a 
report to his compary: - , , . : ; - -

The United Verde has a meagre supply of water from springs 
several miles distant which runs in pipes by gravity to the 
tanks on the mountain side over, the smelter. , Connected with 
these tanks (around the hill) and above the townsite of Jerome,
. . . are two tanks that are for the town proper, . . of 
50,000 gallons total capacity. . . . the sole dependence of the 
town. In case of conflagration. . .it is possible that the 
United Verde Company might allow water to flow from their tanks 
to the two tanks. . . but it is • extremely doubtful, as the . 
sudden shutting down of the smelter would be attended with con
siderable loss. . . .  the smelter itself shuts down every seven 
or ten days on account of shortage of water. 25

^ Jerome Reporter, quoted in Verde Copper News, Mar. 17, 1920.
Jerome Mining News, May 22, 1899.

-^Ibid.y Aug. 21, l899« —  -. - - -. -

2^Ibid.V July 30, 1900.
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Water "was described as "the one thing in this neighborhood. . . 

more valuable than gold." It was remarked that with the opening 
of new mines and the concomitant growth of the town, either the 

waters of the Verde River would have to be brought up into the hills 
or all business other than mining would have to be located along 

the river’s banks.^

Nor was its inadequate water supply the town's only problem. 
Hull had not given up his attempt to break its incorporation. Un

daunted by the adverse decision of the Board of Supervisors, he had 
taken the controversy to the United States District Court, The 

court had handed.down a ruling which left the validity of the town's 

incorporation in suspense until the case should be heard and decided. 

This ruling deprived the town of the right to float bond issues or 
to collect taxes for city purposes;^ Declared the News: "Breaking

the incorporation of Jerome means no water works, and no water works 

means no insurance.

The fight over incorporation now threatened to drag out into 

a long and bitterly contested litigation. To prevent this Mayor 
Hands reportedly came to an agreement with Hull: the latter would
withdraw his suit, and the town council would relieve his property 

of the most vexatious restrictions imposed by the ordinances. But 
for some unknown reason the agreement was not carried out. Hull

Jerome Reporter, Jan. 11, 1900.

28Jerome Mining News, Aug. lU, 1899.

26l b i d . ,  Aug. 25, 1900 .

27
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continued to prosecute his suit, and in September, 1900, the town 

"drew first blood" when the court ruled that the Legislative Act 

under which the town had been incorporated was constitutional.

This ruling anticipated ary action which Hull might take regarding 

the constitutionality of this act should the final decision of the 
court go against him. The only question now to be settled was 

whether the incorporation had been effected by strict adherence to 
the provisions of the law.^ On December 29, 1900, the court ruled 

that it had been. Jerome1 s incorporation was declared valid.30 

Even before the final court ruling the town had taken 

positive steps to reduce the danger of further conflagrations. On 

November 1, .1900, the Phoenix Construction Company, of Chicago, had 
been awarded a contract for the installation of a fire system. 

Specifications called for the laying of 3,500 feet of steel pipe; 
the installation of seven fire hydrants; and the placing of a fifty 

thousand gallon water tank 250 feet up the mountainside to give 

sufficient pressure for fire-fighting purposes. .Constructed at a 

cost of $6,310, the system was "not as complete. . . as hoped for," 

but was hailed as "a step in the, right direction." Only a small . 
additional outlay was required to extend the pipe line to "Mexican 

town" and south far enough to cover that end-of the town.3̂ -

29lbid., Sept. 22, 1900.

3°lbid., Dec. 29, 1900.
31Ibid., Nov. 1, 1900.
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The town's fire defenses now seemed adequate. It boasted 

"one of the best water systems In the territoiy for protection 
against fire," the water supply being "abundant and good. No 

fire engines were used, hose being regarded as sufficient. But 

that the system of fire protection still lacked much to be desired 

was indicated by the fire which broke out in 1908 and wiped out the 

entire business district.

But by 1913 the vaunt was being made that the outbreak of 

a destructive blaze within the town was almost impossible. This, 
affirmation was based upon two factors: "an almost unlimited supply

of water, " and the new fire system devised by Street Superintendent 
Jim Hubbard. The reservoir containing the city's water supply was 

said to be located at an altitude sufficiently high to afford a •, 
pressure of from lf>0 to 17$ pounds per square inch. This made it
.. ' - ' .v % v ' .possible to throw at least six streams simultaneously over the 1 
tallest building in the city "with sufficient force to knock down a 
solid wall of masonry." The new fire system provided for the station

ing of a hose truck in almost every block in the downtown district. 
This arrangement eliminated time-consuming runs. When an alarm was 

sounded it was but a step from fire station to hydrant. A stream 
was quickly played on the fire, extinguishing the flames before they 

had a chance to spread.^

32lbid., Dec. lg, 1900.
. 33Jerome News, June 26, 191U.
3^Jerome News and Copper Belt, Dec. 20, 1913.
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The effectiveness of the system was apparently demonstrated 

by the speed with which a fire which broke out in the middle of- 

the.following year was brought under control. The town's volunteer 

fire department, which now numbered about one hundred'members, about 

fifteen of whom were actives," snuffed out a threatening downtown, 
blaze within an hour. Only three business houses were destroyed. 

However, the firemen were aided by the absence of high winds.35 
The boast of any unlimited supply of water was obviously 

premature, for-in 1916 the complaint:was made that the town* s reserve 
water supply was inadequate. Ruefully observed a contemporary;

"Any little blaze leaves the tanks practically empty. The town has 

been destroyed by fire twice;, if a blaze of any size were to start 
today there would be nothing to do but let it burn again. "3^ A _. 
remedy.was sought. Early in the following year the city council 

suggested that the city’s water tanks should be connected with the 
twenty-four smaller tanks. of the. United Verde. The combined volume 

of the company’s tanks was almost equal to that of the town’s single 

tank; therefore, the water supply would be nearly doubled. The 

company apparently agreed to the,proposal since it owned a great deal 

of property within the town which was not protected by its own fire 
system.37 . ; ; ; ' : .

: 35Jerome News, June 6. 191b. :
36Ibid., Dec. 1,1916.

37lbid., Jan. 19, 1917. .
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° "Shortly afterwards the council prohibited the construction 

of any additional frame buildings -within the town, provided that 
every building must be inspected while in the process of construc

tion by a building inspector that the town was to employ, and voted 
to extend the fire limits to the corporate limits. These moves were 

prompted by a- fire that destroyed twenty-five houses, leaving forty- 

eight families homeless. 38
Sentiment that a paid fire department was essential if the 

municipality was to enjoy adequate fire protection grew apace, and 
the question was broached in a council meeting. But the city fathers, 
while admitting the need, tabled the matter for financial reasons. 

They estimated that at least ten men would be needed to constitute 
an effective force, and the town simply could not pay that many fire
men. Proponents of the measure; argued that it would have the effect 
of reducing insurance rates markedly. Some even contended that a 
paid department would save more in premiums than it would cost in 

s a l a r i e s . B u t  property, owners apparently preferred to continue 

to pay high premiums rather than pay higher taxes, for a paid 
department was never established.

The town's dependence upon a volunteer department was not 
without disadvantages. Certainly it was not as reliable as a paid 
department. In 1918 the fire chief was complaining that he was 

compelled to depend on occasional volunteers for assistance. The

39 ■■■ : - ' •
Ibid., Nov. 16, 1917.

^Dam ages t o t a le d  $ $ 0 ,0 0 0 . I b id . ,  S ep t. 7 ,  1917.
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old reliables had: either moved away or had been drafted. "I do not 
know of a single member of the department who is still in town,9 

declared Chief Harry Crain. He was forced to rely upon men who had 
served their seven years in the department, and were, therefore, 

actually exempt from further service. He himself had been exempt . 

for ten years. ̂  An effort was made to recruit each of the three :• 

fire-fighting companies, each of which was about ten men short, to 
their full strength of twenty-five.^- That the attempt was not alto
gether successful is indicated by the chief* s complaint in the latter 
part of 1919 that -

Inanition, innocuous desuetude, stagnation, inertia, torpidity, 
laziness. . . has /sic/ struck the Jerome Fire Department 
amidship. . . . Not enough men have turned out the last three 
or four times the alarm has sounded to put out a match.^

"When fire devastated the Mexican quarters, killing two, 
making a thousand homeless, and inflicting a property loss of 
$100,000, a fire expert decried the fire hazard in the town as the 

worst in the state.  ̂ He indicted the town* s building ordinances as 

inadequate; deplored the accumulation of rubbish around the houses; 

pointed up the need for a paid fire department; and emphasized the 
necessity for the immediate construction of an adequate system of 

mains, whose cost was estimated at fifteen thousand dollars. This

4°Ibid., Jan. 11, 1918.
' j V -  ' V ' "  . ' '■ , j :. . . . . . . - ' ■ ■ ;
4JTbid., Jan. 2^, 1918.

.... ^Verde Copper Keys, Sept. 3, 191,...................... ...
*̂3Jerome News. June 7, 1918.
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disaster had:occurred despite the United Verde* s recent construction 

of three 100,000 gallon tanks nhich, together with the old city and 

company tanks, gave the city a reserve of about $00,000 gallons for 

fire-fighting purposes.^ . . . . _

; • The insurance companies announced that they could no longer

provide insurance coverage for property in the town unless the fire 

department was improved and an adequate system of mains installed. 
Thereupon the city council called for a bond issue of $100,000 to 
be voted on September 30, 1918. Thirty-five .thousand dollars of 
this amount were to be used to construct a new city hall, designed 

to be primarily a fire house. The rest would be expended on the 
construction of a new. fire system.. Opponents of the bond issue 

argued that it would only be used to erect tta fine city hall" and 
increase taxes, but the measure .was carried by a large margin.^

: In July, 1919, the city clerk issued a call for bids for the
construction of the new fire system. The.fire line was to embrace 

practically the entire corporate limits. The mains and hydrants 

were to be laid out,in accordance .with the requirements of the lead

ing fire insurance companies in order that the high premiums that 
the town's property owners were required to pay would be reduced.
A larger reservoir was to be constructed in order to increase the 
pressure to a point high enough to meet all emergencies. The city 

hall could be erected on either of two possible sites: the lot on

% b i d . , June 28, 1918.

^Verde Copper News, Sept. 30, Oct. 1$, 1918.
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-which the nrariiclpal tralldlng stood, or the lot adjoining the city 
hall. The taxpayers were to express their preference.^

- The contract was awarded, and tyr March 10, 1920, the fire 
mains had been laid. Sufficient surplus remained to make possible 
their extension to the Hogback. The town*s system of fire protec

tion was now pronounced "one of the best designed in the southwest."^ 
Though the construction of the new fire station had not yet begun, 
the townspeople felt that the installation of the sains warranted a 
reduction in their insurance rates. They were disappointed in this 
expectation, however, and in the latter part of 1922 Fire Chief 

Harris took up the cudgels, alleging that "Jerome is entitled to 

large insurance rate reductions." In support of his contention he 

maintained that the fire department could now draw upon an unlimited 
supply of water; that the new fire mains insured ample pressure; that . 
the exorbitant rates discouraged a great deal of building; and that 

ho major fires had occurred during the past five years.^

N. Y. fiykoll, the local fire insurance agent, immediately 

took issue with Harris* statement. He pointed out that not all 

insurance companies subscribed to the rating bureaus, and that 

concerns of the "non-board" class were continually cutting rates 
where desirable business could be obtained by that means. It was 
a highly significant fact, he continued, that no non-board company

^Ibid., July 23, 1919.
^Ibid., Mar. 10; 1920.

^Ibid./ Aug. 29, 1922.



had attempted to break into the business in Jerome since the with
drawal of the Fidelity Phoenix ten years ago. He admitted, that the 

water system and fire-fighting apparatus had been improved; but 
countered that these improvements were more than offset by the 

fact that, whereas the town had had an active fire department of 

seventy-five members ten to fifteen years ago, its present depart
ment included only two active members.

To improve its fire department, then, was the town's next 
task. To this end was begun the construction, in 1929, of the city 
hall and fire department building that had been planned in 1918.

The city fire trucks were to occupy the first floor; the police 

department the second. Concrete was not to be used because of its 

liability to crack* aa important consideration, for the building 
site was in the area of faulting, already in progress.^® That this 
did not deter the natives from proceeding with the new municipal 
building's construction was due to the fact that the movements of 

the earth had not yet assumed sufficient proportions to alarm them.-^

Whether any insurance rate reductions were granted is 

unknown, but it is certain that the fire department now took on new 
life. A house-to-house inspection of all possible fire traps was 

initiated by the volunteers, and the cooperation of the denizens of 
the town in eliminating fire hazards was enlisted. • The town's long
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fight for adequate fire protection was finally beginning to be successful. 
In 1926 property damage from fires had amounted to $53#000; in 1932, 

only $355.
Because the town is perched on the side of a steep mountain

side, drainage has always been one of its major problems. To protect 

the town in times of heavy downpours, storm ditches were dug across 

Cleopatra*s face.: But when cloudbursts filled these trenches with 
mud and gravel, a flood of mud and rocks swept on down the mountain
side to the town, filling the basements of many houses in the upper 

part of the town, and tumbling on to the streets.^
- Main Street was converted into a quagmire after every “puff 

of rain" simply because no way had been provided for the accumulated 

water to run off. To remedy this, storm culverts were built, "making 
it possible to travel through all sections at all times without wading 
through hub-deep. * To prevent the flooding of the streets byX
winter rains and snows, the city street crew inaugurated the practice 

of cleaning out all street drains and culverts.^

In 1898 the local daily declared: "Jerome must have

/either/ a sewerage system or an epidemic." It pointed out that 

the camp’ s population had reached three thousand, and "when that 

number of people are crowded together without ary sewerage system

SfO ̂Verde Copper News, Jan. 13, 1933. 
^Ibid., July 10, 1923. ■
% b i d . , Mar. 11, 1920.

— Ibid., Nov. 1U, 1930.
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sickness is bound to f o l l o w . I n  the following year the United.

Verde made provision for the drainage of its residences, but the

- rest of the camp remained without such facilities.^
The inhabitants took no pride in the appearance of the camp.

Behind the houses and in the streets “refuseand filth* were allowed

to accumulate. The Chinese who was paid seventy dollars a month to

collect the garbage was slovenly, and, writes a contemporary,
the. . . residents are just as careless and dump their garbage 
and swill wherever it is the least trouble to themselves to 

. carry it. And then people wonder why there are such epidemics 
. as smallpox and typhoid fever, to say nothing of the present 
terrible chicken pox.58

The civic-minded News was continually urging that the town be kept 

clean. "Jerome is no longer a village,* observed its editor in 
19lb, "and unless we wish to be a laughing-stock for every visitor 

. . we must clean up. * ^

Within a few months the paper was clamoring for the construc
tion of a sewerage system. "Jerome needs a sewer system. There is 
no Teason she should not have it. She has no bonded indebtedness, 

the water is available, and there are no serious difficulties in the 
way of construction." It observed that "were it not for the sunshine 

and for the frequent drenching rains which cany so much refuse down 
into the gulches, Jerome would be one of the most unhealthy places

^Jerome Daily News, Apr. 13, 1898. "
^Arizona Republican, Mar. 31, 1899.

^Jerome Mining News, June lU, 1902.
59

Jerome News, May lit, 19lU.



on the face of .the earth. It is not kept clean.” Improved garbage

collection, better street cleaning, and stricter .enforcement,of health
60ordinances irere also cited as needs.

In January, 1917, the owners of the various private sewerage

systems within the town were invited to meet with the city council

to discuss the inclusion of their systems in a municipal system.

The only thing definitely agreed upon was that the sewer system
belonging to tile Upper Verde Public Utilities Company, covering the
northern part of the town, was to be donated to the city if a municipal

6lsystem was actually constructed, '
The need for such a system was obvious to everyone now, and 

in the following month announcement was made that a sewer bond elec
tion would be held on March 20.^ On that date the property-holding 
electors approved the proposed bond issue of forty thousand dollars 
by a vote of U7 to 0. The various private sewers were to be donated 
to the municipality, and, as far as possible, were to be incorporated
into its system.^,  ̂.

. The bond issue was the first the town had attempted since 

its incorporation, and for awhile it looked very much like it would 

find no bidders.Bids for the bonds were advertised for, and all

122

^°Ibid., Sept. 15, 1916.
folbid., Jan. 1917. The Upper Verde Public Utilities Company, 

a subsidiary:of the United Verde Copper Company, furnished Jerome and 
Clarkdale with power, light, and water.

62Ibid., Feb. 16, 1917.
63Ibid.t Mar. 23. 1917.
6ttIbid., Apr. 13. 1917. 1

t



bids nere to be opened on May ll*. Bat nhen the deadline arrived 

not a- single bid had been submitted. The conjecture was advanced 

that the rational •‘liberty loan," then being floated, was the reason 

for "the slight interest."^ Finally, the United Verde agreed to 
take one-half of the bond issue, and the Extension and the Bank of 

Arizona, one-fourth each, "provided everything in connection with 

their issue is legal.8^  By December 21, 1917, the entire bond 
issue had been disposed of.^ . .. 1

Bids were then received for the installation of the sewerage 
system. On March 1$, 1918, the contract was awarded to William B. 

Arndt, of San Francisco, whose bid of $32,296.£0 was more than $It,(XX) 
under that of his. nearest competitor.^ Actual construction began 

on April 18. Exulted the News: PThe work for which the camp has
anxiously waited for years, swatting flies and smelling smells the 
while, is at last under w^y."^ the middle of the year the system 
was almost completed, and nearly all houses had connected with it, 

or would be within a few days. Failure to connect with the new 

system was to carry with it a fine of twenty-five to one hundred 
dollars per day after a thirty-day deadline.

— Ibid., Mar. 18, 1917. ' . •
’ ! ' ̂ Ibid;, Nov. 16, 1917.

67Ibid., Dec. 21, 1917.
Ibid., Jan. 22, 1918.

oyIbid., Apr. 19, 1918.

70Verde Copper News, Aug. 29, 1918.
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Improvement was also made in the collection of garbage and: 
the cleaning of the streets. Early in 1917 the Jerome Transfer 
Company had been given a one-year, contract to haul the town1s garbage 

and sprinkle its streets. For collecting, hauling, and burning the 

garbage the company received 1375 a month; for sprinkling the streets, 
#.8?^ per hour.^ In 1922 the garbage "was being collected in two 

wagons hauled by a pair of horses. The collection was completed by 

11 a. m. each day, and the contractor "fattened pigs, chickens, and 
goats on the r efused In' September of the same year, Mike Soravila,

- ' .... V . V . • —  • ■ , ■ ■ N ' * *

who had become city garbage collector, discarded the antiquated system 
of horse-drawn wagons and began collecting the refuse in a Ford truck 
equipped with a special dump body. Garbage collection in Jerome was 
now motorized."^ -

Numerous nclean-up days'* continued to be proclaimed.' All" 
of these efforts to improve the sanitary conditions of the town 
were not without effect. The freedom of the town from epidemic dis

eases in the early twenties was attributed to the fact that for 

several years it had been kept in fairly good sanitary conditions. 

nA clean camp is a healthy c a m p . B u t  as late as 1925 some residents 

had not yet connected their residences to the municipal sewerage

system. A hew ordinance was enacted requiring that this remissness 
be corrected immediately.^

Jerome News, Mar. 23, 1917•
72Verde Copper News. Aug. 11, 1922.
73Ibid., Sept. 16. 1932.
7ltIbid., Mar. 31, 1922.
7^Ibid., Feb. 1U, 1925.



Ely 1926 the t o m  could, boast that its health and sanitary conditions

were in better shape than ever before. They were now probably on

a par with that of any other mining camp of comparable size in the
state. District and school nurses made daily visits through the

Mexican quarters to educate the people along sanitary linesj garbage
was collected every day in the business district and two and three

times a week in the residential sections; and all cases of contagious
diseases were quarantined immediately.

. Any , person who had occasion to walk through certain sections 
of Mexican t o m  only a short time ago. . . could not draw 
a very , deep breath without danger of asphyxiation, and 
unlike a rose was the odor. A vast improvement has' been,

.. made, along sanitary lines in these particular sections.

.. _ , In the early days the only sidewalks in. the t o m  were, the
board walks .that lined the front of a few business houses.?? T o m
Ordinance No. 26, enacted in 1901, provided for the construction of
a wooden sidewalk along the west , side of Main Street.^ Qy 1907 this
measure was felt to be inadequate. Heavy rains made the streets and- - , , • ' . - V * • •-  ̂ - • » "
sidewalks "so slushy and disagreeable" that a demand arose that either 

cement walks be laid or decent board walks be constructed.??

Despite the fact that when rain or snow fell it was impossible 
to reach many sections of the t o m  without wading through "seas of 

mud," arid that children going to school were subjected to "intense

76Ibid., Mar. 16, 1926.

77Ibld., Apr. 23, 1920.

7^Jerome Mining News, Nov. 16, 1901.
79Jerome News, Jan. 12, 1907.
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discomfort and exposure,n nothing was done to create an adequate 

system of sidewalks prior to'1919• In the latter part of that year 
the city council unanimously decided to lay sidewalks on every street 

where pedestrian traffic justified the expense. The cost of laying 

the Sidewalks was paid by property owners under a state law which

gave the governing body of an incorporated town the right to order 
public improvements.^0 ' -  ' ' :

Plans were laid for the construction of #62,000 to #70,(XX) 
five-miles long concrete highway between Jerome and Clarkdale in 
1917* *o a This proposal had the effect of bringing to a head the move

ment to pave the principal streets within the former town. The city
,. "t ,

council thereupon authorized the establishment of a grade. It was 
necessary to do this before deciding bn pavement because property 
owners might hot agree to the pavement if the grade adopted placed 
them above or below the street level. ^ The paving of the streets 
also had to be delayed until the sewer system had been laid. ^

^Verde Copper News, Sept. 10, 1919.
—  81 Jerome News, Sept. 21, 1917• In 1922 Frank Ihite closed

the road by erecting a fence at the west end of his Hogback lot.
The Extension had deeded-the lot to Ihite before construction of 
the road, and the right of way across it had never been secured.
The council offered him five hundred dollars for the necessary right
• of way, but, he held out for more, claiming that he was entitled to 
interest for as many years as his property had been used for road 
purposes. He was finally paid six hundred .dollars. Verde Copper 
News, Feb. 17, Mar. 10, 1922. . . 7
 ̂~ ~ : Jerome News, Aug. 11, 1916.

83lbid.y Sept. 28, 1917.
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In 1920 a citizen could lament that in respect to the paving 

of the streets “we are. . . just where we were twenty years ago.”

But in the same year the grading of Main Street was completed, and 
its property owners petitioned that it be paved. On June 2k 
paving of the main thoroughfare was begun, and within a couple of 

years the town could boast several'blocks of paved streets. 
Apparently, however, the paving of all the "principal thoroughfares" 
vas not begun in earnest until 1929.^ "

' The most interesting feature of the town*s streets"is their 
arrangement. Laid but in a zigzag pattern, they abruptly switch 

back and forth as they climb the slope of the mountain. Many four- 
story houses have their roofs at about the same level that one passes 

as he doubles back along the street a little further along. Will 
Rogers once suggested that "a drunken Mexican on a blind mule" must- c ' - . . - . : r, , r r ■■ . . ' -
have laid out the town. raringo -fed' the steepness of the terrain, 
the town has never.had any street cars or city b u s s e s . The streets 

are connected by a system of stairways which greatly shortens the
’ ■ - . • - •   « • ■ • . ”.( ■ . ' - - 1 . t. ; • . 1 * ■- .

ascent for the pedestrian.®® ,

^^Verde Copper News, Apr. 9* June 2U, 1920.

8% i d . ,  Apr. 2, 1929; June 20, 1930.
86 '' ■ ... • '" ....................
Arizona Daily Star, Nov. 10, 1936.

O7
W A y op. cit., p. 333. "Buggies are an unusual sight on 

the streets on account of the rocky and hilly nature of the country." 
Arizona Republican, Dec. 25, 1596.

- Verde Copper News, Mar. 5, 1926.



CHAPTER VII

NEWSPAPERS, LIBRARY, AND RADIO STATION

The local newspapers were, next to the two big copper companies, 

the most important factor in the town's development, and the vicissitudes 
of the town are reflected in their history. The first newspaper to be 
published in the camp was the Jerome Chronicle, a weekly. H. E. Wilcox, 
its editor, and publisher, announced in the initial issue, published 

March 2, 1895» that the Chronicle would be "Independent on all political 

questions." Its Democratic proclivities were indicated by its advocacy " 

of the resumption of bimetallism at the ratio of l6,to*l.
1 The Jerome Chronicle wiahes to see ,Our Daddy's Dollar* restored 

to the place we received it from our fathers, and that was: 
circulating in the hands of the people at a ratio of 16 to 1.
Shame on the cowards that sold us to British dictation.

The Chronicle *s announced intention of attracting capital to 

the district to develop its mineral resources by giving the widest 

possible publicity to them, met with the opposition of the United Verde, 

which hoped, by a policy of secrecy, to prevent the entrance of other 

companies into the area. The company refused to give Wilcox access to 
its property or to give him any information about its mines. Within 
three weeks after the paper began publication its editor chortled?

"The secret vaults of the United Verde Company's mines no longer remain

Jerome Chronicle, Mar. 2, 1895.



a secret, they have been given to the world through the columns of 
the Jerome Chronicle.

His vaunt was apparently premature, however, for one reason 

given for the paper's abrupt demise on June 1, 189$, after.the publication 

of only fourteen issues, was the difficulty in obtaining news about the 

mine, without which reader interest could not be maintained. Another 

reason was the paucity of advertisers. Wilcox exhibited a gay facade, 
inserting his paper's obituary in the final issue: "Died in Jerome, the
Jerome Chronicle. Interment in the Newspaper graveyard. Please omit 
posies.*5 '■..........  ' ^  " ■' •

The year 1895 also saw the establishment of the Arizona Educator, 

a monthly publication devoted to the discussion of educational topics.
A. E. Joscelyn, the town's first school teacher,^ was the publication's 
editor and publisher.5 He sold the Educator (which moved to Kingman 

in October, 1897), and on December $1, 1896, established the Yavapai 
County Reporter, a weekly. Its name was subsequently changed to that 

of Jerome Reporter, and it was edited and published by the Thompson

2Ibid., Mar. 25, 1895- 

5Ibid., June 1, 189$.
^In 1897 Joscelyn went, to a city in the Midwest to marry a 

woman with whom he had been corresponding. When she failed to meet him 
he continued on to Chicago, determined to find a bride. There he met 
and married a Swede, whom he brought back to Jerome. Verde Copper News, 
Apr. 25, 1920.

^Estelle Lutrell, Newspapers and Periodicals of Arizona, 1859-1911,
p. 25



brothers from 1900 to 1905, when it, too, became defunct

In February, 1899, appeared the Jerome Hustler, or a variant 
thereof: it has also been referred to as the Houetler? and the Rustler.®

Bob McDonald was the editor of this "bright baby of good promise. * He 
subsequently organized the Verde King Mining Company, made some money, 

gave up his newspaper, and went to Colorado, where he died.9

Laura A. Kihell began publication of a weekly, the Copper Belt, 
in IpOy. None of its issues h*» been located. Its life span seems to 
have been only five y e a r s . T h a t  the life of all these early papers 

was at best tenuous is indicated by the reminiscences of a former 
resident of the town:

Walter Miller was good to the newspaper men in those days, 
giving them advertising and job work, thus permitting them 
to. . .at least exist. General Minty, G. W. Hull, E. D.
Treadwell were also kind to newspapers .in a business way.H

One of these papers, however, was to plant itself firmly in the 

town, and its hold onl life would be almost as tenacious, as that of the 

town. This was the Arizona Mining News, established as a weekly on 

September 18, ,1895* by W. S. Adams and George W. McFarlin, which, under 

various names and managements, was to thrive until 1955* Its first name

^Sentinel, Jan. 9, 1897.
~ ^Prescott Morning Courier, Pteb. 8, 1899.

: ^Arizona Star, Feb. 12, 1899.
- ^Verde Copper News, Apr. 25, 1920.

^Lutrell, op. cit.. p. 26.
11Verde Copper News, Apr. 25, 1920.
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change occurred on October JO, 1897> when it became the Jerome Mining 
Wewa. Explained its editors*

When we were first baptized it was a matter of some doubt if 
Jerome should be the permanent field of our arduous labors; 
hence - an anchor was cast to windward by which we-might change 
our habitation at any time .that adverse fates might coerce, 
and still retain such fame and other accessories as might 
have accrued under the initial title of our Arizona adventure.
. . .  such crumbs of comfort as have fallen to the Mining News, 
have operated to dispel" all doubts, and. . . even the glittering 

■ charms of paradise are- insufficient to lure us away from
joyous Jerome.12

Indeed, so prosperous was the paper that from March 28 to
June 1, 1898, it was issued daily and bore the title Jerome Daily News.

The first attempt to give the town a daily newspaper was short-lived.

On June 11 both weekly publication and the old name were resumed.

Abandonment of daily publication did not mean that the paper was not

doing well. At the beginning of "its fifth annual voyage on the sea

of Arizona journalism" the vaunt was made by its owners that they were
enjoying "constantly increasing patronage and ever growing popularity.
Upon the occasion of its seventeenth anniversary, in 1912, the Jerome

News— the title having been shortened— unblushingly described itself as
"undoubtedly the largest and best weekly paper published in the state
of Arizona." Exulted its publishers:

We have dodged our creditors until we have been on the verge of 
nervous prostrati<m, and then went boldly out, lassoed them, 
and got gloriously drunk with them so that we might mutually 
forget our troubles. * 15

^Jerome Mining News, Oct. JO, 1897•

15Ibid., Sept. 18, 1899.
^Jerome News, Apr. 20, 1912.



152
Taking a justifiable pride in the role their paper had played in the 
expansion of the town and district, they pointed out that its articles 
on the great mineral resources of the district, picked up by mining 

journals throughout the country, had been the means of bringing more 
money into the district than any agency other than the United Verde mine. 
And this money had enabled the large and small businessman to succeed.*-5

Two years later, in 1914, Adams sold his interest in the paper 
to W. H. Archdeacon in order to devote his entire time to his duties as 
postmaster, an office to which he had acceded a short time prior to 

the sale. Archdeacon did not long retain sole control of the paper, 
now called Jerome News and Copper Belt. On March 7, 1914, William E. 

Niobll, who believed that "Jerome had a greater future. . . than any 

other city its size in the state," purchased the paper from Archdeacon.^ 
Under the new owner the appellation Jerome News was resumed. To the leftvl ."ri...... .“..
of the title were printed these words: "Jerome is the center of the

largest Copper Field in the world. Pop. $^00."
. J. M. Brackett, who had become editor in 1915, was succeeded 

in July, 1916, by Ernest Douglas, a Phoenix journalist.^ Ned Creighton, 

also of Phoenix, now owned the paper. After working on the News for a 
month, Douglas, Charles Du Bois, and M. E. Meloy, became so enthused 

over the future of the town and the paper that they secured a long-term 
lease and option from Creighton. . Since all of the men were establishing 15 * *

15Ibid., Apr. 20, 1912.
^Jerome News and Copper Belt, Mar. 7> 1914.
^ Jerome News, July JO, 1916.



homes in the town, the paper was hailed as "a Jerome newspaper." "First 

of all the News is a Jerome paper, and next it is a mining paper.

Within a few weeks circulation had doubled, and the triumvirate exercised 
their option to purchase the paper.^

Upon taking control the new managers announced that "eventually, 

perhaps very; soon," the paper would be made a daily carrying-Associated 
Press reports, the town was now booming, and on December 8, 1916, 
announcement was made that shortly after January 1, 1917, the Nairn 
"would be come an afternoon daily, to be published every day except Sunday. 
The weekly edition would be continued for the benefit of "the thousands*

of foreign subscribers, who were interested only in the mining articles
. . .  . . . ,......... . .and would riot want a daily. Optimistic were the owners, arid they pointed

proudly to what they had already accomplished. The paper had expanded 

from a six-page weekly with a circulation of six hundred to an eighteen- 

page weekly with a circulation of more than three t h o u s a n d . It is no 

disparagement of their capabilities to observe that much of this augmen

tation would have taken place under any management due to the boom 

conditions which then prevailed.

The promised daily was not immediately forthcoming due to the 
antiquity of the plant, which necessitated the. installation of new and 

modern equipment. Its installation gave the News "the best equipped 

printing plant in Arizona north of Phoenix," and enabled it to handle 18 19 20

18 ■" 1 - - - -Ibid.. Aug. 11. 1916.
19Ibid., Sept; 22, 1916.
20Ibid., Dec. 8, 1916.
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any kind of printing on short notice. This meant that a great deal of 

printing that had formerly been sent to Phoenix and Los Angeles because 

of the district's lack of adequate printing facilities was now done by 

the News. Within a short time business in all departments except 

advertising had increased one thousand per cent, and the advertising 

increase was about seven hundred per cent. Paid circulation had hounded 

to almost four thousand, and so many extra copies were bought by the 
mining companies that circulation actually averaged nearer to six 
thousand. "The News has risen from. . .an obscure, struggling little 

weekly to that of the leading mining paper of the southwest. It is tbs " 

biggest paper" published in any mining camp. '

Hor was it content to rest on its laurels. In " April, 1917» its 
editor divulged that "plans had been laid for the immediate beginning of 
publication of the previously promised daily. The new venture was 

dubbed the Verde Copper Hews because it was intended to cover not only 
Jerome, but Clarkdale, Cottonwood, and Verde as well. The Jerome News 

was to be continued as a weekly devoted almost exclusively to mining news. 

Its circulation would decrease with the advent of the daily, but this 
diminution was expected to be more than offset by its increasing outside 
circulation, still growing at the rate of more than a hundred sub
scribers per month. 22. . .

That the daily met a definite need in the community was indicated
1

21..... Ibid., Mar. 25. 1917. -----  - .----- ------  ■ —
22_ • ' - ' . ■

Ibid., Apr. 27, 1917• The year 1917 also saw the establishment 
of the Jerome Sun. Its format was small and its life brief.
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by its auspicious beginning. Businesses signed contracts for large 

allotments of advertising space, and hundreds of advance subscriptions 

poured in. That the town had not previously had a daily paper (other 

than the short-lived Jerome Daily News) was attributable to its large 

foreign element. Before the boom the district had not had enough 

English-speaking and English-reading people to support a daily. But the 

boom had removed this deterrent by bringing into the district large 
numbers of people who were educated in the Bagllsh language.25 
-. When, in 1920, Verde’s name was changed to Olemenceau by James
Douglas, the publishers of the Verde Copper News heaved"a sigh of relief. 

For now its mail would no longer be sent to Verde, Camp Verde, Palo Verde, 

and other, places throughout the state that had names of which ?Verde * 
formed a part. So confusing had been the mix-up that at one time the 
proprietors had even considered changing the paper's name. Furthermore, 
in the southern part of the state the general opinion was that the daily 
was published in Verde. Thus the very purpose for which the name had 

been adopted had been negated somewhat,.the paper having become associated 

in the popular mind with a particular town, while its owners had attempt

ed to make it the organ of the whole Verde district.2^
; -In the following year the paper, having submitted the lowest bid, 

was:, awarded a one-year contract to do Yavapai County's legal advertising 
and job printing. This marked the first time that the county's printing 

contract had been granted to a firm outside of Prescott.^ Shortly

ffflbid., Apr. 27. 1917.
^Verde Copper News, May 4, 19%).
.25ibid., Feb. 9, 1921.



afterwards, on April 5» 1921, %he Verde GopperKewa was compelled to 
suspend daily publication due to the slump in the copper market which 

occurred in that year, and bi-weekly publication was begun.
' -Don Quijote, a Spanish language weekly newspaper, began 

publication in 192$. A chronicle of the doings of the local Mexican 

colony, it provided a news medium for those Mexicans unable to read 

English. D. M. Lopez, an employee of the Jerome Drug Company, was 

editor and manager, and Benjamin PSaclwco wrote the editorials. It was 
published at the plant of the Verde Popper Mews. ^  Apparently it was 

discontinued by 1927, for at that time the M e w  began carrying a couple 
of Spanish language pages.

Ernest Douglas severed M s  connection with the N e w  in 1924 to ‘ 
devote M s  full time to the writing of fiction. Be was reputedly -

attaining an enviable reputation as "one of the rising short story writers
*

of the country. * In M s  newspaper articles he certainly evinced a more 

than average flair for writing. H. J. Mnnhinnick, who had served as 

editor from 1920 to 1924, succeeded Douglas as manager, and C. H. Powell 

became business manager.^ Shortly afterwards, on November 24, daily 

publication was resumed. . The i»w title linei the creation "of one of the 
best artists in the state,8 was designed to indicate "that copper is king 
and that the Verde district is 'sitting on top of the world* so far as 

prosperity and future prospects are concerned." Underneath a globe was



emblazoned these words: "Copper la King, The Vferde District His

Capital.*28 However, less than' a year later, on October 27, 1925, bi

weekly publication was resumed. The cause of the reversion was that 
"business in every line. . . failed to show the Increase that was 

confidently looked for by everyone twelve'months ago: . . .  the paper has
hardly been self-supporting.*29 :

The paper, like the town, declined precipitously after 1929*
On December 25,*1952, weekly publication was inaugurated. Ai J. Doud 
was now publisl»r, and 0. E. 0. Whitten managing editor. The News* 
editorial guns were now silent. No longer was it filled with spirited 
editorials urging various civic-minded projects. Indeed, only occasionally 

did it carry any kind of editorial, and one on local topics, never. Chi 

Psbruary 1,* 1955» was published the last issue of the #rde Copper News.
No announcement was made of its demise; it simply quietly slipped into 

oblivion.' - ' ' ' ' ' ; r;
- A tabloid, the Shopping News, was published by Whitten until 1940, 

and was'distributed free of charge, the costs of printing apparently 

being paid by the advertisements.^ Today the town is without a paper, 

but the Verde Independent, published in nearby Cottonwood, has a column 
de voted to the town * s happenings. 1 -

The fight for a public library in the town was a long and 

difficult one. At least as early as 1915 a committee of women made some

— —  : ’ "

Ibid., Nov. 24, 1924/

29Ibid., Oct. 24, 1925.
50McDonald to Brogdon, Jerome, Mar. 4, 1952.
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investigations as to the best method of procedure in establishing a 

library, and were assured of "such financial support as may be required 

either for a Carnegie library of a more modest beginning." When the 

project fell through the town's publicists took up the c&dgels in an 

attempt to arouse popular sentiment in favor of a library. They advanced 

several interesting arguments, (hie was that the abolition of the saloon
(Arizona having voted for prohibition) had deprived the large bachelor

. . - ' ; . ................ ■
element of their only place of recreation; therefore, a library should 
be built to take the place of the saloon'.^

Another argument was that the establishment of a library would 
enable the natives "to get away from the feeling that, we are shut in 

from the big wide world without by the, surrounding hills and the
necessary limitations which the peculiar situation of Jerome imposes.*32

• vA third (and the most frequently advanced) was that a library would meet
a definite need in the town, where recreational facilities were limited

and leisure time was usually spent in pool rooms or on; the streets.

Many good people complain of the number of pool halls in the 
town, of the undoubted gambling and hooch drinking that exist 
. . . , but have we thought that these things exist, to a 
considerable extent at least, because men have nothing else to 
do and nowhere else to go.^

A library was expected to be the panacea for all these problems.

Probably Harold McGrath, Robert W. Chambers, and Harold Bell 
Wight will be the authors called for most frequently. . . . , 
but there is at least as much education and instruction in a

158

'̂ •Jerome Hews, Sept. 19. 1915.

52Ibid., Oct. 29, 1915.
^3Verde Copper News. Mar. 2, 1925.
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3 Vbest seller as there is. iri a game of seven-up.

The .Carnegie. Trust /was still willing to appropriate funds for a

the latter part of 1920 the high school’s library of two thousand volumes■ i ' - r.c - . ■  ■ 1 - r ■

early in .1924. the Rotary Club and the Women’s Club met to discuss the 

feasibility of establishing a public library. By February, 192>, plans 
were rapidly 'being matured for the opening of such a library in the 
Hampton House. The book cases were being made in the United Verde’s 

woodworking shops. The plan was to-begin on a small scale. This 

procedure was adopted because it was. felt /that the previous attempts" ' ' ‘ -•* ' ' ' ■ ■ - - • • . . - , v • • - . . . . » « . • -
to. found: a library had failed because they had been "a little too 
ambitious.'| The American Legion contributed its meagre collection of 

books and ten dollars; the Elks Lodge, contributed twenty dollars and . 

some books. In May, 192^, the Jerome Public Library, “founded upon 

$30. and the. determination of ten women, “ was formally opened.

v - ; A library had finally been, secured. The next nroblem was to 
induce people to malce use of it. The opening day was a distinct 

disappointment. Tea and cake were prepared, but “no one was interested

library as late as October, 1919, but the offer was never accented.^ Inroztc:: . ■ : !, - : : . - ■ : -

was opened to the nubile each Monday and .Wednesday from 6:45 to 10:00 , 

p. m , ^  This arrangement was not considered satisfactory, however; and

34jerora® News, Apr. 6, 1917.

19191

36jbid.,- Dec.. 13, 1920. 

37ibid., July. 25, 1930.



enough to even sample the fool." During the first year, when a board of 

ten women alternated as librarian, the library seemed "virtually for

gotten." Bit public interest was aroused after October 12, 1926, when 

Mrs. Minnhinnick, wife of a local journalist, was appointed librarian. 
Under her direction the growth of the library was "steady and rapid."58 

Donations from the two copper companies and numerous individuals swelled 

the total number of its volumes to five thousand by the end of the year. 
But the complaint could still be made that too few were taking advantage 
of the library: "There are sere nil hundred steady patrons; there ought 
to be several thousand."59

The library was made, a government depository in February, 1928, 

being granted this designation after Senator Carl Hayden had been 

appealed to on behalf of. Yavapai County. At the same time that Mrs. .. 

Minnhinnick had been dickering with Washington,, the librarian of Arizona 
State College, Flagstaff, had been trying to have that sohool1 s library 

designated as a depository. The distinction, but barely won by Jerome, 
was to be retained until 1940. .Within a year after winning the award 

the library had a total of 7,600 volumes, and was loaning from 800 to 900
||Qbooks monthly, though it was open only three times a week.

In January, 1929, the United Verde’s new clubhouse was opened, 

and the library was moved to one of its rooms. A salary for the librarian

?8Ibid., Nov. 19, 1929-
?9Ibid., Dec. 31. 1926.
hr\ ........  "

Ibid., Nov. 19, 1929; Sept. 15, 1952. In 1952 2,575 volumes 
were loaned to more than a.thousand patrons.



and funds with which to purchase new books were also provided.

Elks, the American Legion, the local chapter of the Catholic Daughters 

of America, and perhaps some "other organisations, donated various 

magazine subscriptions The library remained housed in the club

house until 19W), when it was moved downturn because of the closing 

of the latter. Phelps Dodge, which took over the United Verde Copper 

Company in 1935# operated"the library until 19h9, when, copper having 
dipped "to 15̂ - cents, its support was withdrawn. The Star Club, a 

group of women who are members of the Eastern Star, requested permission 
to operate the library one night and one afternoon each week, and on 

March 11, 19h9, it was-reopened under the club's auspices. This 

arrangement is still being followed today. The library is financed by 
food sales, various benefits, and donations. It has about fifteen 

thousand volumes and serves about two hundred patrons each month.
The town did not acquire a radio station until 1930, though as 

early as 1925 enough radios were in the district to warrant the Verde 

Copper Hews' publication of the radio programs aired by some of the 

stations most easily picked up by the district's r a d i o s . A t  this 

time station KFI, of Los Angeles, offered the clearest reception, and 
it was over this station that the district's radio owners tried to 

pick up Coolidge's inaugural address.^

hi Gardner to Brogdon, Jerome, Jan., 1952.

hZVerde Copper Hews. May 6, 1930.
^Gardner, op. cit.

^Verde Copper News, Feb. 23# 192f>.

^Ibid., Mar. 2, 1925.
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In March, 1929, the Kiwants Club of Clarkdale laid plans for the 

establishment of a broadcasting station in that town, selected because 

it was regarded as the most suitable location in the district. The 

Kiwanians hoped to have the station in operation within two months.̂

Apparently, however, the plans for the Clarkdale station fell 

through, for within three months Charles Robinson, owner of a music and 

jewelry store in Jerome, announced that he was opening a station. The 
broadcasting 1icense had already been received from the Federal Radio 
Commission, and the erection of towers and the installation of an 

estimated six thousand dollars' worth of broadcasting equipment was to 

be begun within a week. The station's call letters were to be KCRJ*
K, the key letterj OR, the owner's initials; and J, Jerome.^7

On June 12, 19$0, KCRJ went on the air as a one hundred watt 
station operating on IJIO kilocycles. W. R. Saunders was station 
manager and announcer and Ray Morrison station operator. Located in 
Robinson's store on Main Street, the station had an unlimited hour license, 

but was on the air only from 7*00 a. m. to 7*00 p. m. Of the eighteen 

programs scheduled on the first day, sixteen featured musical recordings. ° 

They were heard in Prescott, Chino Valley, and Flagstaff. "Throughout the 

day the entire valley sounded like one large music box for every receiving 
set was tuned in on the local station and everywhere was heard the same 
music. The station operated until the early forties.^®

- tv- — — —
Ibid., Mar. 8, 1929. W.

47Ibid., June 10, 1950.
Lq ' *'     • — •' -    w - - • - .  ■"*'
40Ibid., June 12, 1950.
49Ibid., June IJ, I950.
50McDonald to Brogdon, Jerome, Apr. 25, 1952.



' * ' CHAPTER VIII

DEPRESSION AMD DECIINE

The temporary depression vihich hit the t o m  at the end of - 

World War I was the cumulative result of at least three factors: the 

cessation of the abnormally large war orders, the bad reputation which 

the district acquired from the wildcatting that took place during the 

boom years, and the widely held belief that the district contained no 

ore bodies of consequence outside of the United Verde and Extension mines.^

The price of copper, which had reached 29.1o cents per pound in 

1917, "the highest since 1872," dropped to 18.7 cents in 1919, fell to 
13.75 cents by the end of 1920 ("with sales even at that price few and 

far between"), and early in 1921 plummeted to 12 cents.Thereupon the 
town council ordered a reduction of the salaries <£ the tom's officials, 

and the Extension announced to its stockholders that "the present poor

market for copper which cannot now begin to absorb the refined salable
•‘• - i  : y  \ :  y  • , - : - ■ ' -  ̂ ' ' ;  ' ■ ' ' "  " _

copper on hand” necessitated the suspension of operations bn,r Hay 1, 1921.3

The townsfolk began to hope for the bringing in of a third great 

mine, for it was believed that its success would counteract the bad impression

J-Yerde Copper News, Sept. 30, 1919; Jan. 17, 1920.
2Ibid., Jan. 17, 1920; Jan. 10, 12, Mar. 17, 1921.

: 3United Verde Extension* s Stockholders1 Report, May 2, 1921.



of the district created by the wildcatters and revivify the town’s

economy. The Extension had scarcely announced its intention to suspend

operations when the News’ headlines proclaimed the apparent discovery of
this anticipated third mine, the Verde Central, which, since its

location in 1896, had passed through various hands. Now it was found to

have "the best showing" of any mine in the district since the strike at
the Extension. Observed the News*

Had anything half so good been found in the district two years 
ago, another boom rivaling that of 1916 would almost certainly 
have resulted. Owing to the present financial condition of 
the country, the boom will be deferred a few months, but its 
coming is assured.*

3o intent was the paper on the boom’s "coming* that it tried to hurry 

It on. A few days later the headlines declared, "The Boom is on," and 

an article averred that the Verde Central was going to bring about 
"a bigger and a more rational boom than that which took place in 1916." 

On July 22, 1921, announcement was made of the mine's option to the 
Calumet and Arizona Mining Company, which was to provide a development 

fund of a half million dollars. In December, 1922, was announced a 

"Rich Strike" at the Verde Central. "Legitimate Mining Boom Sure to 
Follow," chortled the News, but in 1925 it was still anticipating the 
Verde Central's discovery of a rich ore body end the early realization 
of Jerome's "Second Butte" dream.5

The Verde Central finally was to become the district's third

*Verde Copper News, Apr. 29, 1921. See May 16, 1922, issue 
for details of the mine's history.

5Ibid., May 5, July 22, 1921; Dec. 12, 1922; Feb. 7, 9, 1925.
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large producer (though its output .never approached that of the other 

two principal mines),.and,Jerome was to experience an economic revival.

But the resurgence was due less to the Verde Central than.it was to an 

increased demand for copper which set in by the mid-twenties. The new 

prosperity lasted through 1929# the year of the Whited Verde’s greatest 

production, at which time the town was declared "standing on the 

threshold; of its most prosperous winter.e So rapid had been the influx of 
new residents that all hotels were crowded and apartments were impossible 
to obtain.^ A reputed fifteen thousand persons thronged the bustling 
city, and the prospects seemed bright, but, events of that year were . 
soon to dim them.7

- As late as November. 29# 1929#. the stock market, crash had not 
affected the town's economy. Copper held up to eighteen cents, and the 

townspeople were confident that all would be well. The fact that the 
newly organized Verde Valley Finance Corporation loaned four thousand 

-dollars within two days after its opening was cited as an indication of

6Ibid., Nov. 29, 1929; Jan. 24, 1990.
: "̂ The official figure for 1990 was 4,992. Commenting on this

figure, the News observed that the town was actually much larger,
"fully half of the inhabitants. .. . /living/ outside the incorporated 
city limits." This statement was based on the fact that it had been - 
necessary to locate several populous residential districts outside of the 
city limits because of the limited number of building sites within the 
city due to the irregularity of the terrain of the towneite, which, it 
will be remembered, was located on a mountainside. Sixteenth Census'Renort. 
I,T-Verde Copper News, May 6, 1990.



the town's "strong financial-position."8 But the year 1930 brought a 

crash in the copper market which meant real distress to the mining 

districts of the state.9 By September the price of copper had dipped so 
low, that the Verde Central, which had been producing:only since 1928, 

suspended operations.^® The United Verde took over the mine in the 

following year. * When, in ,1952, the State Supreme Court reduced the

Verde's assessed valuation from thirty-five - to twenty-four 
millions, awarding the company a tax refund of #255*641* It gave as the 
reason for its decision the bleak outlook for the American copper industry 

due to the "recent development of great copper fields in Africa, South 
America, Canada, and elsewhere. "̂ 2 In that year large- quantities of 

Arizona copper, were thrown upon the over-supplied national market in 
competition with foreign: copper, and the . price fell to less than six cents 
a pound.15

Throughout the state the partial or complete shutdown of the 

mines from 1951 to 195^ caused a large exodus of population from the . 
various mining camps, including Jerome. In 195^ the price of copper 

began to rise slowly, and, after 1955, as the threat of war began to 
menace Europe, the copper industry's revival became more pronounced.1^ 8 * * * 12 * 14

8Verde Copper News, Jan. 24, 1950.
Wyllys, op. clt., p. 286.

^ Verde Copper News, Sept. 50, 1950*
- : 11 : 'Ibid., Mar. 5, 1951.

12Ibid., Dec. 2, 1952.
15■wyllys, op. cit., P. 552.
14



ait the revivification came too late to resuscitate Jerome. All of its 

mines except the United Verde were depleted by the late thirties, and 

in 1935 it was sold to Phelps Dodge for $20,800,000.*5 The life of the 

United Verde Extension officially came to end on April 3°, 1958* when 

operations were halted and the company dissolved. Prom 1916 to 1957 

Jerome's second great mine had produced $150,000,000 in gold, silver, 

and copper, and had paid $50,163,750 in dividends, a total of $47.77 
per share on stock that had originally sold for fifty cents.1^ The year 

of the Extension's demise also saw its promoter, J ams Douglas, angered 

by the New Deal taxation program, sell out his mining properties in 

Arizona and return to Canada, where he resumed his Canadian citizenship. 7

The decline of the town in this period was not only economic, 

but physical as well. Since 1925 it has been literally sliding down 

Cleopatra's side. Two explanations of this remarkable phenomnon have 

been advanced. One is that much of the town was built, with mining camp 

haste, upon surface debris without making adequate provision for draining 

this unstable cover. The old smelter killed all vegetation on the 

mountain, and when heavy rains fell or the snows melted, the saturated 

soil was suspended on a trigger. Only an unusually large blast by the 

mining company was needed to loosen Cleopatra's skin and precipitate

^Stout, op. cit., 148.

Eldred D. Wilson, "History of Verde (Jerome) District,"
Arizona Bureau of Mines, University of Arizona.

^ Arizona Daily Star. Jan. 4, 1949.

147



148
a slide.18 The other explanation is that the town was built over a 

fault, which is a dislocation of rock layers in which a section breaks 

and then slips either vertically or horizontally so that the butt ends 

of the broken reek layers no longer fit together. The slipping was

speeded up by the excavation of copper at the base of the mountain*^ ..

and/or an unusually large blast.^ ,

•. It will be noted that both explanations attribute to a large 

blast a part in precipitating the slide. That such a blast was exploded 

is known. On December 6, 1924, the News announced in bold letters: 

"Greatest Blast in Mining History of Southwest Will Be Exploded at 

United Verde." A charge of 100,000 pounds of black powder was to be 

fired in the, tunnels and crosscuts of the "Glory Hole,* located below 

the town. Nothing more than a considerable local earth vibration along 

the line of the fault which extended through the upper portion of the 

town was expected.21 The charge was fired on December 8, loosening 

approximately 200,000 yards of rock sufficiently to permit steam 

shovel handling, and was described as "one of the greatest successes 

in the history of surface or near-surface operations of the past several 

years." An even larger blast was scheduled to be exploded within ninety 

days immediately behind the previously loosened area, and shortly after-

1°Stout, op. clt., 144.
ip

..- ■ Arizona Dally Star, Nov. 17, 1956. -....  - -.. -

^°WPA, op. cit., p. 335.
21Verde Copper News, Dec. 6, 1924.
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wards, in 1925, the town began to slip slowly down the mountainside.22

Apparently the first reference (and that an indirect one) to the

slide by the local paper was made in April, 1926, when it casually
mentioned that the Episcopal Church building would have to be razed

because it had moved about three feet and was threatening to topple into

the street below.2? The first direct reference to the town's movement

came in February, 1928, when the News carried an article on the slide
written by an out-of-town journalist. According to Mm, a pronounced
slip had been noticed some time ago, crevices had appeared in the office

buildings, streets had buckled and risen. The United Verde had employed
geologists and engineers to study the problem, and they had found that

- a huge earth fault cut diagonally across the town. The fault stretched
below several important buildings, and ten or more downtown buildings and
restaurants had been officially condemned. .

•Visitors plainly see the jagged irregular cracks in the brick 
and concrete office structures, and the ominous bulge in the 
walls and the streets.

The natives themselves, however, like the happy-hearted 
Italian villages living near Vesuvius, give scarcely a thought 
to the ever present peril.2^ :

He concluded that "a light tremor or a heavy rain may bring on a 
catastrophe .that would rock the world."

The article had been reprinted only to be ridiculed. The News 
ironically observed that this story cast

22Ibld., Dec. 9, 1924.

2?Ibid.t Apr. 20. 1936.

2*Ibid., Feb. 24, 1928.



new on our fair city, which obviously is unknown by the
: ‘ majority of people living here. The prolific pen of one who

evidently chanced to observe a crack in the pavement oh Main 
' ; Street was inspired to enlighten the world on the 1 precarious*

habitat which we call home.25

But by March. 1929, the denizens had finally recognized that 

their town was in motion, though they still did not regard it seriously 

This is indicated by the plans laid in that year for the construction 

of a new city hall in the area of faulting. "The terrain is in motion, 

as is evidenced by cracks appearing in the present town hall building 
and other structures in the neighborhood," ’observed a contemporary, 
but the inhabitants, undeterred, were atm  planning to huild. The 
only alteration made in their plans was a decision not to use concrete 

''because cf its liability to crack.

. , That the slide was not considered menacing was due to the fact
that the rate of movement was, until 1936, almost infinitesimal, only 

several inches a year. But in that year the slipping speeded up. 
Scarcely a day passed without changes in the curb lines, settling of 

buildings, space suddenly appearing between buildings which had been 

together.̂ One man who had driven his car into his garage one night 

awoke the next morning to find that he was unable to get it out, the 

approach having been destroyed when the earth under one door sank 

eighteen inches.20 Vfi.thin a few months the itinerant city1 s stepped-up

25ibid., Feb. 2U, 1928.

26Ibid., Mar. 19, 1929.

27Arizona Daily Stair, Nov. 17, 1936. 
2oibid.. Nov. 10. 1936.
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pace resulted in the entire center of the town, including some of the 

largest buildings, moving forward and downward as much as twenty-five 

to twenty-seven feet in some places. A whole square block of buildings 
shifted from their foundations, canted at grotesque angles, and had to 
be t o m  down. Main Street was actually improved, for when the violent 
movement had subsided again into another alow, gradual, drift, the street 
was twice its former width, stretched double by nature’s weird show of 
strength. The remaining structures, those but slightly affected, were 
buttressed and reinforced against any farther walks of the city.2?

Ho one had been tilled or badly hurt, and the residents were 

philosophical. A hotel keeper chuckled as he pointed to the roof of 
his hotel. "The northwest comer stands out just sixteen inches beyond 
the foundation point that used to be plumb below it," he laughed. "Some 
old boy is going to get a six hundred foot drop some night if his bedroom 

slips off down the hill! "5° fbr several years a large alps had proclaimed 
to visitors: "YOU ARE ENTERING JEROME, THE MOST UNIQUE TOWN IN AMERICA."

This vaunt had been based on the town’s mountainside perch. Now, with 

the town steadily inching down Cleopatra’s side. Mayor Connolly could 
boast, "Jerome is a progressive town, always on the move."51

For awhile it seemed as though the town’s footloose habits would 
be taken up by the courts. In October, 1957> Phelps Dodge and the ttoited 
Verde Extension appeared about to lock horns in a unique battle to determine

■Los Angeles Examiner, Oct. 31, 1957. 

5°Arizona Daily Star. Nov. 10, 1936.

Los Angeles Examiner, Oct. 31*,1957*

29

51
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which, if either, was responsible for the town's perambulatory habits 

and the resultant damage. The town's mayor expected the legal battle to 
decide which of the corporations would be made to pay for the damages 
suffered by the city as it drifted down the east slope of the mountain.52 

The threatened court battle never materialized, however, a settlement 

being reached out of court in which the municipality received an undis
closed sum. Private property owners received no compensation.55

In the heart of the town may be seen today a toothless gap that 
looks like a bombed area. Here three-quarters of a million dollars 
worth of business buildings have slid out of existence— among them the 

. post office, the J. 0. Penney Store, and the town jail. The slide is 

still continuing, but at a slow pace. Both banks and Federal agencies 
are slow to accept Jerome property as collateral for a loan.>4

By the end of 19^5 Yavapai County had produced $676,570,000 
worth of metals, or (according to Eldred D. Wilson) more than one and 

one-half times as much wealth as either the famed Comstock Lode or Cripple 

Creek districts. The bulk of this wealth has teen produced in the Jerome 

district, which, since 1905, has produced 96 per cent of the copper, 69 
per cent.of the gold, and 78 per cent of the silver produced in the 
county.55 Today its production is greatly reduced, but thousands of 

dollars are being spent on exploration for new ore bodies. Phelps Dodge

52Ibid., Oct. 51, 1957- 
McDonald to Brogdon, Jerome, Mar. 4, 1952.

Stout, op. cit., 144.

^Wilson, "History of Mining in Yavapai County," Arizona Bureau 
of Mines, University of Arizona.
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has spent more than a million dollars on such work since ip4$. :ham
it been alone in this. Since 1947 the United Verde Exploration, Ltd.,
successor company to the corporation which liquidated the United Verde
Extension, has applied every known modern type of geophysical survey
to the area. In 1949 this company signed a lease and option with a

resident of the town, Joe Larsen, who had been quietly buying up the
patented claims which their owners had been letting go for taxes, which
gave it control of practically all the known mineralized area in the
'Jerome district except that owned by Phelps Dodge.57 The impressive
Newmont and Homestake mining companies are stockholders in Exploration.
The former has shifted its western offices from Salt Lake City to Jerome

to conduct the geophysical and geological studies, on which $525,000
has already been spent and $75,000 more will be spent. Thus far this
investment has succeeded in unraveling the extremely complex geology of

the region, and has taught the company more about what geophysics cannot
do than what it can.5® :

Observed a visitor to the town in 1899$

Butte is still turning out immense quantities of the red metal 
with no hint of a cessation, and thus reasoning by analogy, 
it is fair to prophesy that Jerome will still be producing 
copper, and plenty of it, in the year 2,000 A.D.59

Certainly the remaining inhabitants would like to see the fulfillment of
1 V . .  -■ : ■. .. . ' ■■■• ' • ' ■■ ■ ■

this prophecy, but the general expectation is'that the United Verde,

^ j E m n ^ m b l i c s n , W c a V i # ? . 57IMd., Mar. Jl, 1899.
' 38Stout, op. cit., 144.

: Arizona Republican, Mar. 31, 1899.



the town’s only remaining mine, will be depleted within a year. However, 
when one recalls the policy of secrecy so sedulously maintained by the old 
United Verde Copper Company, and listens to the miners' impressive 
estimates of the amount of ore reserves still buried within the mine 
(a cpmmon phenomenon, to be sure), he cannot help but wonder whether the 

companies would not deliberately adeptis^ that the ore was nearing 
depletion to discourage the entrance of still other companies into the 
area. But doubtless it would be stretching the bounds of probability too 
much to hope that sufficient ore will be found to revivify the town. 
Nevertheless, there is some room for hope that the discovery of new ore 

pockets may at least prolong the life of the town, though the likelihood 

of the town's surviving to the year 2000 appears highly dubious.
' Jerome and its sister city, Glarkdale, do not want to die, and

have been looking for a transfusion of economic plasma to keep them alive. 
Some of the remaining inhabitants have envisioned their region as a 

tourist and resort region, and have hoped that the greenbacks spent by 

tourists would, in some measure at least, compensate for the loss of the 

mines' payrolls. Easily reached by a major highway, Jerome does already 

attract a minor stream of tourists. But they contribute very little to 

the economic life of the town. It is true that "a spook town can make a 

living of a sort by rattling its own b o n e s , b u t  Jerome has not made 

the necessary effort to rattle its bones. It offers no inducement to 

the tourist to stop and spend time and money in looking about the town.

It has only two restaurants.(only one of which serves English foods),

2g)Stout, op. cit., 55.
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and has no hotel. The average tourist does not even stop in the town, but 
merely glances about at the shuttered shops and the gaping hole created 
by the slide alongside the highway as he proceeds on down into the valley. 
Though it is not possible to induce industry to locate in the town 

because of its peculiar site, the district appears well-fitted for the 

establishment of dude ranches and resort hotels. But the town proper 
is unlikely (barring some unforeseen ore discovery) to achieve again its 
former size, wealth, and importance.

The fate of the t o m  is typified by that of the Jimmie Douglas 
mansion, which sits on an eminence several hundred yards out from the 

mountain on which the decaying camp is located. Scarcely thirty years 

old, it stands idle, empty and unused. Once it was offered as it stood 
for §10,000, though housing paintings and other art objects valued at 
§25*000; but the owner, fearing its use as a roadhouse or gambling 
casino, attached such conditions that" buyers shied away. In 19^9 the 
furnishings were shipped to the sons, James, jr., and Lewis, except for 

a marble-topped suite, originally freighted to Arizona by ox-team, 

which sits in the master bedroom. . The smaller Lewis Douglas home, built 

for the future ambassador by his mother as a wedding gift, now houses 

a group of young geophysicists.^
Though Olarkdale is company-owned, and, if the company wishes, 

it can be sold to a salvager and wiped off the map, its future never

theless appears brighter than Jerome’s. A penny on the dollar is a good



f
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return from a salvager, and the company is not likely to be in a
i

hurry to destroy this symmetrical little town as long as it can 

make more from its existence. The pension age, just opening, offers 

a new possible lease on life for well-located abandoned mining towns. 

Pension-padded retired couples are looking for cheap housing regardless 

of geography, and Clarkdale offers just that. For $22.^0 a month one 
may rent "there a good small brick home, unfurnished, and the climate 
is milder in winter than Jerome's, thanks to the difference in 
altitude.^2 Some traveling salesmen domicile their families there 

while they work the state, and not a few businessmen who work in 

Prescott or other neighboring towns commute daily between their jobs 
and Clarkdale.^3 ; . -- „• v . : .1 . A- I .. :;: ;. ;A

:V ' | " • - ■ ^ ... . ..." . . . . . . .  A   'A- •

l^bid.. lit?.-; h A,. -

: ^Garvin Turner, Interview, Hov., 19$1.

1
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