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INTRODUCTION

Much of the history of the Navaho tribe was one of 
desultory warfare with the other peoples of the region for 
at least three hundred years. First the Spanish and later 
the Mexican Government of New Mexico was faced with the 
problem of this conflict, and early records show that many 
expeditions were sent into the Navaho country to punish the 
Navahos for their depredations. Unfortunately, the Navahos 
did not leave a record of these events. In 1846 the United 
States acquired this conflict along with New Mexico, and 
spent the next fifteen years chasing bands of Navaho raid
ers and making treaties with local chiefs. These treaties 
were of little effect and soon broken by both parties. 
Finally in 1864, United States troops under Kit Carson suc
ceeded in subduing the tribe and moved them far from their 
homeland to Bosque Redondo on the Pecos River. Four years 
later, this attempt at relocation was abandoned as a failure 
and the Navahos were allowed to return to their own country. 
This imprisonment at "HueIti" exercised a profound influ
ence upon these people, and since their return the Navahos 
have been a peaceful tribe.

It is the purpose of this work to present the events 
of this important phase of Navaho tribal history by using 
the records written by the army officers, scouts, and civil

iv



officials who were present. In addition an attempt has 
been made to present enough background of Navaho customs, 
social organization, and manner of living to give a better 
view of these events as they might appear to the Navaho.



CHAPTER I

THE NAVAHO AND HIS LAND

The early ancestors of the Navahos probably crossed the
Bering Strait with the ancestors of other American Indians
some time during the first millennium B.C. and slowly forced

1
their way southward. The Athapascan stock appears to have 
developed in northwestern Canada, as many Athapascan dia
lects are still spoken in that region today. After a long 
period of development the Lipano-Apachean peoples, of which 
the Navahos are a part, moved southward in small bands,
finally reaching the southern High Plains and the present-2
day southwestern United States. The early Navahos appeared
in the valley of the San Juan in northern New Mexico well

3before the end of the fifteenth century. Tracing the 
route of migration of the early Navahos has proved to be a

1 Diamond Jenness, "Prehistoric Culture Waves from 
Asia to America," Smithsonian Institution Annual Report, 
1940, pp. 383-387.

2 John P. Harrington, "Southern Peripheral Athapaskawan 
Origins, Divisions, and Migration," Essays in Historical 
Anthropology of North America, Published in""5bnor of John
b. ^wanton, pp. f%3-f>03!

3 Fredrick Webb Hodge, "The Early Navaho and Apache,” 
The American Anthropologist; Vol. 8 o.s., No. 3 (July 1895), 
pp. 238-239.
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difficult task. Though the language and mythology of the 
tribe indicate origin in the Northwest, there is very little 
else in their culture to indicate the route they followed as 
they journeyed southward. However, the evidence seems to 
support the theory that the route was through the Intermon
tane region and adjacent Rocky Mountain foothills west of

4
the Continental Divide.

At the time of their appearance in the San Juan Valley
the Navahos were mainly of Athapascan stock and spoke dia-

5 .......
lects of the Dine, language. Even at this early date they6
were a composite people and well before the American occu
pation of the region the tribe was made up of elements of 
Keresan, Yuman, Shoshonean, Zunian, and other Indian lin
guist io stocks as well as a trace of Spanish. The tribe 
seems to have grown rapidly through the absorbing of outside

4 Betty H. and Harold A. Husoher, "Athapaskan Migration 
via the Intermontane Region,n American Antiquity; Vol. 8, 
(1942-1943), pp. 80-88. Malcolm F. Varmer, "kavaho Archae
ology of Upper Blanco and Largo Canyons, Northern New 
Mexico," American Antiquity; Vol. 8 (1942-1943), pp. 78-79.

5 "Dine" or "the People" is the Navaho namp for them
selves; they do not call themselves "Navaho" nor do some of 
them recognize the name when they hear it.

6 "American" is used throughout this work to designate
people of the U.S. with an Anglo-American cultural back
ground as differentiated from those with a Spanish-American 
or Mexican background. An army officer with Kearny at 
Santa Fe in 1846 wrote, "Here, all persons from the United 
States are called Americanos and the name is extended to no 
other race on the continent." Niles' Register; Vol. 72 
(July 1847), p. 158. -

7 Hodge, op. cit., pp. 238-239.
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groups and Individuals. This is evidenced by the large num
ber of clans that trace their beginnings to Utes, Apaches, 
and Pueblos who joined the Navaho either voluntarily or 
through capture. This mixing of stocks has not greatly
modified the Navaho speech, however, and it remains nearly8
pure Athapascan.

The original homeland of the Navahos after they
reached the Southwest was in the eastern part of what is
now the Navaho Reservation of northern Arizona and New
Mexico. This region is known to the Navahos as "Dinetah"

9
or "among the Navaho.” The Navahos soon came to regard a 
much larger area as their domain and at the time of the 
American occupation of New Mexico in 1846 they inhabited 
most of the region west of the settlements of the Rio Grande 
Valley. The boundaries of their homeland were roughly de
fined by three rivers: the San Juan on the north, the
Colorado on the west, and the Little Colorado with its

® Charles Avery Amsden, Navaho Weaving, Its Technic 
and History, pp. 124-125. Erik k. Reed, HSfavajo Mono- 
lingual!sm,” American Anthropologist; Vol. 46 n.s., No. 1 
(1944), pp. 148-149, suggests that the striking purity of 
the Navaho language reflects a cultural trait of great his
torical importance. The highly independent spirit of the 
Navaho includes a definite disinclination to learn and speak 
other languages. This attitude may explain both the con
servatism in the Navaho language and the success of the 
tribe in absorbing foreign elements and integrating intro
duced cultural traits.

9 Father Berard Haile, Origin Legend of the Navaho 
Enemy Way, p. 38.
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10
tributary the Puerco on the south« Most of this region

11
is a plateau surmounted by mesas and buttes, and cut by
many deep canyons.. The mouth of the Little Colorado is the
lowest point with an elevation of 2,800 feet, and Navaho
Mountain is the highest point with an elevation of 10,41612
feet above sea level. -

Topography is of primary importance in this region, as 
the climate is largely determined by it. At elevations 
above 7,000 feet it may snow at any time between October 
and June; and on some heights such,as Navaho Mountain, snow 
often remains until well into July. Elevation is modified 
in its effect by other topographic features, however, and 
the floor of a,canyon may have a climate much different from 
that at the rim. Cliff ruins show that the early inhabi
tants of the canyons knew that one wall of a canyon often
offered much more favorable home sites than did the oppo-

13
site wall of the same canyon* The northern portion of

i i * * * * * * * * 10 Albert B. Reagan, ’’Utilization of the Navajo Coun
try,” Iowa Academy of Science Proceedings. XU, 215.

^  A mesa is primarily a table. Topographically it is
applied to a broad,.flat surface, of high land bounded by a
cliff, the crest of which looks steeply down on the country
below. Clarence E. Cutton, ’’Mount Taylor and the Zuni . 
Plateau.” U.S. Geological Survey Annual Report, 1885, VI.
127... ...... ' :

Herbert E. Gregory, The Navajo Country, a Geographic
and Hydrographic Reconnaissance of Parts of Arizona, New
lexioo and Utah, p. £1. :

13 Ibid., p. 49.
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the Navaho country descends to the San Juan, and the
southern part drains into the Little Colorado and the Puer-
co. The surface drainage is through broad, sandy washes and
sharply cut canyons. In places, the canyons form such an
intricate maze that the original plateau is replaced by a
vast network of narrow walls, isolated ridges, and sand-

14
stone spires of a tremendous height. These areas present

15an almost impenetrable barrier to any form of direct travel,
and offered an ideal refuge to bands of Navahos fleeing
from any outside force invading their land. Canyon de
Che11y was the most renowned of these Navaho strongholds;
both Spanish and Mexican troops sent to punish Navaho raid-

16
ers were beaten in this place. The scarcity of water in 
the Navaho region;was another natural factor that, gave the 
Navahos an advantage over outsiders in their land. Al
though floods might occur in some seasons, stream channels
are often dry and water holes have a tendency to dry up in 

17
summer. The Navahos were well acquainted with these con
ditions, and often were able to live in places where others

Gregory, on. clt., p. 22. .
Arthur A. Baker, Geology of Monument Valley-Navaho 

Mountain Region, San Juan County,"Utah, pp. 6-l5.
16 Abbe Em. Domenech, Seven Years* Residence in the 

Great Deserts of North America, I, 20l.
1? Edgar L. Hewett, Ancient Life in the American 

Southwest. pp. 291-294.
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would be unable to find water.
In many places the desert is covered with red sand

dunes, and in others the bedrock has been swept bare for
miles by the desert wind. The country offers a variety of
colors, and the grey tones of other regions are replaced by
extensive masses of reds, browns, blues, and greens mingled
in places to form the f,varigated shales" referred to by18
early travelers. Several mountain ranges lie within the
Navaho country. The Chuska range along the present boundary
between Arizona and New Mexico is the most extensive of 

19
these ranges. The eastern slopes ascend gradually to the 
8,000-foot level above which steep cliffs rise for 1,500 
feet. The western side presents a nearly vertical escarp
ment, broken by the numerous canyons which cut into the 
mountains. Here pinon, oak, juniper, birch and willows 
grow in abundance; and on the several streams below the red 
cliff walls agriculture and stock raising flourish. North 
of the Chuska range are the Carrizo Mountains crowned by 
Pastora Peak,which rises 9,A20 feet above sea level. Per
manent streams flow down from these mountains through val
leys bordered by nearly vertical walls. Farther down the

18 Herbert E. Gregory, Geology of the Navajo Country. 
a Reconnaissance of Parts of ArizonaT^New Mexico, and Utah, 
p. 12.

19 The Chuska Mountains are locally known as the Luka- 
chukai, Tunicha, and Chuska Mountains. These names appear on 
some maps of the region. All form one range, however, and 
appear on most modern maps as the Chuska Mountains.

i
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valleys broaden into washes. Streams, together with 
springs in the area, afford enough water for stock raising 
and a limited amount of agriculture. Dome-shaped Navaho 
Mountain is the most prominent physical feature of the west
ern part of the Navaho land. Various mesas break the sur
face of the desert, some extending for great distances. One, 
the Black Mesa, presents a continuous wall 1,200 to 2,000 
feet high for over 110 miles. Other mesas, such as Gothic 
Mesas near the Carrizo Mountains, form an intricate mass of 
hundreds of red sandstone mesas and buttes of various sizes 
and weird shapes. This area is carved by a labyrinth of 
over twenty sheer canyons, with small patches of arable land 
on their floors and many cliff ruins in the niches of their 
walls.

The Navahos regarded the entire region as their tradi
tional homeland, and considered certain definite physical 
features the boundaries of their domain as established by 
the tribal gods. The recognized limits were Sleeping Ute 
Mountain of the San Juan Range in southwestern Colorado on 
the north; Mount Taylor in the Laguna region of New Mexico 
on the south; Pelado Peak in the Jemez Mountains of New
Mexico on the east; and the San Francisco Peaks near Flag-

20
staff in northern Arizona on the west. In addition to

20 Washington Matthews, Navaho Legends, pp. 221-222.
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boundaries, hundreds of shrines and sacred places through
out the land are considered consecrated by the Navahos be
cause they are associated with the traditions and folklore 
of the people. Sacred places appear on mountain peaks, in 
the crevices of the mesas, in the depths of the canyons, and
along streams and springs, wherever an event of historical -21
or mythological importance is believed to have taken place. 
These, with other factors, served to bind the members of 
the tribe to their land and caused them to stubbornly re
sist any force or inducement to move them from its limits. 
Many a Navaho was content to remain within thirty or forty 
miles of his birthplace for his entire life, and most Nava
hos knew very little of the country sixty miles away from22
their own hogans. Although hunting trips might carry a
small band of men as far from home as the headwaters of the 

23
Gila River and war parties went even farther afield, the 
daily activities of most Navahos were limited to a rather 
small sphere.

At the time of their arrival in the Southwest, the 
economy of the Navahos was apparently that of a hunting and

21 Richard Van Valkenburgh and Scotty Begay, "Sacred 
Places and Shrines of the Navajo," Museum Notes; Vol. 11 
(1938), pp. 29-33.

22 cosmos Mindeleff, "Navaho Houses," Bureau of 
American Ethnology Annual Report, XVII, 2 (1895-18^5'), 484.

Domenech, op. cit., p. 13.
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gathering group. After they came into contact with the
Pueblos of the region, they began to engage in agriculture;
still later the Spanish introduced domesticated animals and

24
the Navaho subsistence again made a fundamental change.

Hunting, one of the original mainstays of the Navaho 
economy, was still an important supplement to their food sup
ply at the time of the American occupation of New Mexico.
The most important game animals hunted were antelope and 
deer. Antelope hunting was a community affair during which 
a large brush corral was built,into which the antelope were 
driven. To provide for the future, it was the custom to 
release two or more of the animals at the end of the hunt.
The best region for antelope hunting was in the western part

25
of the Navaho country. Deer were more numerous% and it
was not uncommon for a small band of less than ten Navahos
to kill as many as 100 deer in a two-weeks hunt. Deer were
tracked, stalked, trapped in pitfalls, and run down. The
best deer grounds were in the Lukachukai, Carrizo, and La-

26
Plata Mountains. Other animals important to the Navaho 
economy were rabbits and prairie dogs. These were shot,

24 All three of these economic stages are reflected in 
Navaho folklore as in the origin myth, which indicates a 
hunting and gathering economy with partial dependence on 
agriculture. Katherine Spencer, Reflection of Social Life 
in the Navaho Origin Myth, pp. 27-28.

2^ Willard W. Hill, The Agricultural and Hunting 
Methods of the Navaho Indians, pp. 145-156.

26 Ibid., p. 96.
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surrounded and clubbed, or pulled from burroughs with poles.
Animals killed occasionally were elk, badgers, porcupine,
and mountain sheep. Large animals were often shot from
blinds near waterholes, and smaller animals were trapped with 

27
deadfalls. Turkeys were killed in some areas, while 
eagles and bears sometimes were hunted for ceremonial pur
poses. Ceremonialism played an important part in Navaho
hunting, and a hunting party usually was accompanied by a

28
chanter who knew the ritual of the particular hunt.

There is little information available on Navaho gath
ering and the wild plants used by them for food. According 
to one Navaho informant of.Edward Sapir, the early Navahos
made use of cactus, yucca fruit, pihon nuts, bee-weed, cedar

29
berries and wild cherries. Pinon nuts were especially im
portant and were used not only by the Navahos to supplement
their own food supply, but were gathered also for trade with

3°
the Zuni and other neighboring people.

Nearly all the early accounts of the Navahos mention 
the flocks and herds of the tribe. Some time before the

2? Franciscan Fathers, An Ethnologic Dictionary of the 
Navaho Language, pp. 474-477.

28 Hill, ££. cit., pp. 100-101.
27 Edward Sapir and Harry Hoijer, Navaho Texts, pp. 

403, 409. ■
30 Matilda Coxe Stevenson, "Ethnobotany of the Zuni 

Indians," Bureau of American Ethnology Thirtieth Annual 
Report. 1908-1909, p. 70.
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American occupation of the region, Josiah Gregg wrote of
the extensive herds of horses, mules, cattle, sheep and goats
possessed by the Navahos, and considered them much superior

31
to the animals raised by the Mexicans. Later Lieutenant
James H. Simpson, an American army officer, mentioned the
Navaho sheep and goats but said that mules and cattle were

32
only an inconsiderable portion of their stock. Stock
raising was very important in the Navaho economy, not only
as a food supply but also for the wool, from which they wove
blankets of excellent quality. Many individuals owned large
flocks and required many herders. Therefore every rich man
had a great number of followers and dependents who obeyed

33
his will in peace and war*

The scarcity of water and pasture for flocks in the 
Navaho country made frequent moving necessary. In a measure, 
movements in search of grass and water were regulated by the 
seasons. During the summer the flocks were moved to the high 
plateaus or into the mountains where many springs and small 
streams furnished the water supply. Y/ith the approach of

H  Josiah Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies, p. 190.
James H. Simpson, Journal of a Military Reconnais- 

sance from Santa Fe, New Mexico to~~rEbe Navajo Country,
18497 pp. 106-107-

33 Henry R. Schoolcraft, ed., Information Respecting 
the History, Condition and Prospects of the Indian Tribes of 
the United States; Major Electus Backus, '.'An Account of the 
Navajoes of New Mexico,” p. 211.
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colder weather, the flocks were returned to the valleys,
34

snow often being used for the water supply. This seasonal
movement has given rise to the idea that the Navahos are a
nomadic people. However, regular movements within a well-

35
defined area cannot be called nomadism. Each Navaho
family had several locations where it pastured its flocks,
and Navahos considered themselves as belonging to a re- 

36
stricted area. Many areas came to be regarded as the
particular grazing grounds of a certain clan, and many clans

37
now bear the name of some locality which they once occupied.
Grazing land was not considered the private property of
any one individual or family, however, and it was ”owned”
only in the sense that it was in use. This attitude toward
land ownership occasionally led to differences with out- 

38
aiders. Idle land was considered as open for use by

34 Mindeleff, ojd. clt., pp. 481-48$.
35 Clyde Kluckhohn and Dorothea Leighton, The Navaho, 

pp. 7-8.
36 Mindeleff, ojd. cit., pp. 481-48$.
37 a  few clans that bear place names are: zil *ahni, 

or Base of Mountain; tse ’tlani, or Bend of Canyon; todi- 
cini, or Bitter Water; tacini, or Among the Red Waters; 
tocohni, or Great Water.

38 Walter Dyk in Old Man Hat, a Navaho Autobiography,
pp. 111-112 records the speech of an old Navaho man when a 
Paiute tried to claim a certain canyon as his own exclusive 
property: "Maybe you think that way. What do you think you
are? You’re just a Paiute, that’s all ... All around here, 
all over Navaho Mountain, belongs to me. It doesn’t really 
belong to me, it belongs to all the Navaho; so you’ve got
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anyone, and land was never bought, sold or rented. Water 
also was free to be used by anyone and there were no re
strictions on the use of streams or springs; however, some
times one family might appropriate all the water from a

39
spring for watering its own fields.

Agriculture had come to be a very important phase of
the Navaho economy well before the Americans appeared in
New Mexico. In 1832 they were reported as cultivating the
soil with large hoes made of oak and iron, which they se-

40
cured through barter with the Mexican settlements. Later 
Josiah Gregg noted that all the different grains and vege-

41
tables to be found in New Mexico were raised by the Navahos. 
Farming was done on many small plots of arable land through
out the Navaho region. Produce such as beans and corn was 
stored in pits near the summer hogan to be used by the family
during the winter. These pits were over five feet deep,

42
and usually there were at least four to each family.

38 (cont.). no business riding up to me like this.
You didn't make this canyon. You didn't make all those 
rocks. You didn't plant all these trees, brushes, weeds 
and grasses." So you've got no business talking about this 
place. Somebody made this whole world, and it's put up for 
everybody, for,all the animals and birds and other creatures, 
whoever wants to get on it. If he. wants to stay he can stay 
anywhere he wants to."

39 Hill, 0£. cit., pp. 21-23.
Antonio Barriero (Lansing Bloom, ed.), Ojeada Sobre 

Nuevo Mexico, p. 55«
41 Gregg, 0£. cit., p. 190. 42 Hill, 0£. cit., p. 42.
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Canyons de Che11y and del Muerto were exceptionally suited 
for farming, and the Navahos who lived among them were pri
marily farmers. On the many small fields along the canyon 
streams, corn, melons, pumpkins and squashes were raised.
This region was also noted as a peach-growing center, and
many orchards were seen in the canyons by the first Ameri-

43
cans to penetrate the region. As farming did not take
so much land as did sheep raising, the canyon people lived
closer together and more hogans were built there than in any
other locality. The canyon people were regarded as poor by
the other Navahos because they owned few sheep and horses
and had to trade farm produce for such necessities as meat,
buckskins, and baskets. However, the canyon people were
noted for their beautiful women, and this caused trouble.
According to the Navahos, the men with horses from other
regions would slip into the canyons and steal one or two

44
wives from these people. The canyon people would then 
raid for revenge. First they raided the Pueblos, then the 
Utes, and finally the Mexicans. The Mexicans raided in re
taliation and, as the canyons were protected, the outside

^3 Senate Executive Document 64. 31st Cong.. 1st sess.. 
pp. 103-1357 :

44 The Navaho society is polygamous, permitting 
to have more than one wife at a time. Dyk, op. cit. 
p. 114. ---

a man
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Navahos were forced to suffer.
The Navahos were not under the control of any form of

central government, nor did they recognize the authority of
any single chief or leader. In a strictly political sense

46
a Nevaho tribe did not exist. The people were divided 
into a great number of clans, and a bond of union and re
lationship existed between the members of the same clan as

47
well as between those of affiliated clans. The tribal
society is based primarily upon kinship arising from this
clan bond, and each individual was a member of the tribe by

48
reason of his affiliation with one of the clans. These
Navaho clans were territorially restricted by economic and

49geographical factors.
The people of each region were faced with problems 

peculiarly their own, and met them individually without ref
erence to other groups or to the tribe as a whole. This

45

4-5 Willard W. Hill, Navaho Warfare, p. 3.
46 Willard W. Hill, ’’Some Aspects of Navaho Political 

Structure,” Plateau; XIII, 2 (October 1940), 23.
47 Outside the family group the clan is the strongest 

tie for the Navaho. The clan does much to counteract the 
isolation and helplessness of individual family groups, for 
it binds each family to many others. Even though far from 
home, a Navaho is almost certain to find someone of his clan 
upon whom he can count for hospitality and aid. Dorothea 
Leighton and Clyde Kluckhohn, Children of the People. pp. 
6-7.

^  Franciscan Fathers, ojd. cit. , pp. 424-435.
49 Gladys A. Reichard, Social Life of the Navaho In

dians, with Some Attention to Minor Ceremonies, p . 20.
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diversity of interests and attitude of independence have 
prevented any chief from controlling a majority of the mem
bers of the tribe at any time in their history. As a re
sult, the tribe has never acted as a whole to cope with any 
situation. This lack of unity among the Navahos impressed 
the first Americans who came into contact with them, and one 
early writer commented:

They certainly have no well-recognized 
government among themselves, being preeminently 
of the most democratic habits, rather mobo- 
cratic. The chiefs are simply men of influence 
by virtue of manliness of character, or ofwealth.50

This was largely true, and Navaho leaders were selected for 
their abilities. War chiefs were individuals who had demon
strated skill in warfare, and peace chiefs were chosen for

51
their eloquence and achievements. Each group had its own
chief; in I860 there were twelve clan chiefs and twenty-four

52
subchiefs recognized by the United States Government. The 
peace chief or Natani functioned as the director of certain 
local community economic activities, and acted as judge in 
inter-group disputes. He remonstrated with wrongdoers and 
acted as the diplomatic representative of his own particular * 5

50 Schoolcraft, op. cit.. Ft. 4 ; J.H. Eaton, "Descrip
tion of the True State and Character of the New Mexican 
Tribes," p. 21?.

Richard Van Valkenburgh, "Navajo Common Law I," 
Museum Notes; Vol. 9 (October 1936), pp. 17-22.

52 U.S. Dept, of the Interior, Eleventh Census, p. 159.
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group. In all this he had very little actual authority, 
and his success was largely dependent upon his persuasive
ness and strength of character. His control was so limited 
that one early description of the Navahos states it was not 
an infrequent occurrence for a chief to pay from his own 
herds the value of an article stolen by a member of his
group, as he was powerless to punish the thief and recover

54
the stolen property.

The Navahos were not without a definite and well-known
code of behavior. Even though the extent and topography of
their homeland prevented even an occasional contact among
the people, the life of the Navaho in its daily conduct was
regulated by well-defined principles. These were not a
formal code of laws, but rather an unwritten combination of
religious belief and precedent. With very little variation,
these rules and customs were known throughout the Navaho 

55
land. Every violation of the rules of conduct, the Nava
hos believed, would incur a specific penalty, some enforced

56
by mortals and others by supernatural powers. Some

53 Franciscan Fathers, op. cit., pp. 422-423.
54 Jonathan Letherman (Letterman), "Sketch of the 

Navajo Tribe of Indians, Territory of New Mexico,n Smith
sonian Institute Annual Report, 1855, p. 289.

55 Franc <T. Newcomb, Navajo Omens and Taboos, pp. 13- 
15 •

56 Van Valkenburgh, 0£. cit., p. 37,

53
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offenses were thought to he crimes against the whole com
munity and, as such, the concern of all. Witchcraft was 
considered a crime against the community and the most heinous 
of offenses. A witch, if found, was subject to death. If
not detected, it was believed that he would be struck by 

57
lightning. Other offenses were considered private prob
lems to be settled by the individuals or groups involved.
Thus murder was considered a private issue. A person is of 
economic value to his family; if he is killed, the family 
suffers economic loss, therefore the family should be recom
pensed in material goods. Payment could be made in turquoise,
shells, coral, buffalo hides, horses and cattle, or in other 

58
wealth. The murderer alone was not responsible for this
payment; his clan also was made to pay. If this payment
was not made, revenge entered and members of the murdered

59
man’s family exacted the death penalty, if possible. In 
the case of theft, the dishonor consisted in getting caught 
rather than in the actual crime. If a thief was caught, he 
was punished by being made to return the stolen property, 
or its equivalent, and also to pay a fine equal to the

57 Ibid., pp. 51-52.
5® Franciscan Fathers, op. cit., p. 439.
59 Van Valkenburgh, op. cit., PP. 52-53.
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60
value of the stolen property.

In spite of the restrictions imposed by the Navaho code 
of behavior, the spontaneity and inner vitality of the In
dian were not repressed and the individual Navaho maintains 
his individuality. In general, the individual Navaho is 
not impressed with abstract goals but is more concerned 
with immediately obtainable goals. Another aspect of the
Navaho character is the notable absence of guilt feeling

61
upon infractions of the social code of behavior.

In Navaho warfare, the independence of the various 
groups was a significant factor. One individual or group 
might appropriate Mexican or Pueblo property, while other 
groups were entirely ignorant of the fact that a theft had 
been committed until the outraged owners descended on them 
for vengeance. Bands from the interior often raided the 
Mexican settlements of the Rio Grande Valley, allowing the 
outer groups to suffer the reprisals. Occasionally two 
groups would join forces for a raid, although poor communi
cations and differences of interests greatly limited these62
confederations. Raiding parties were small, usually made 

60 Ibid., p. 42.
William E. Henry, "The Thematic Apperception Tech

nique in the Study of Culture-Personality Relations,"
Genetic Psychology Monographs, Child Behaviour, Animal Be
haviour , and Comparative Psychology; ?ol. 35. Part 1 (Febru
ary 1947TTPP- 106-107.

Hill, "Navaho Political Structure," p. 24.
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up of less than ten men. Having as their primary objec
tive plunder and booty, life was generally spared unless re-

63
sistance was offered. Young men often made up raiding

64
parties and disregarded the advice of the older men who 
were already in possession of flocks and thus able to afford 
to live in peace. An American observer noted the differ
ence between Apache and Navaho raiding, and wrote:

The Apache cares only to satisfy his present 
wants and therefore may run a flock of sheep 
seventy to one hundred miles in twenty-four hours, 
thus arriving with one out of ten thousand sheep 
stolen. The more provident Navahoe is more care
ful because his primary object is to increase

his stock.65

The majority of the Navahos were opposed to these raids and
66

the various leaders did all in their power to prevent them.
In spite of general disapproval, however, raiding remained 
the quickest and most effective way for a poor man to in
crease his flocks.

War parties, usually organized for reprisal, were a 
more concerted form of making war. Even these seldom num
bered over 200 men and generally were made up of the

^  Wm. A. Bell, New Tracks in North America, a Journal 
of Travel and Adventure Whilst Engaged in the Survey for a 
Southern Nail'road to the /Pacific Ocean During 1867-8, 
p. 184.

^  Cosmos Mindeleff, "Localization of Tusayan Clans," 
Bureau of American Ethnology Annual Report, 1896-1898.
X K  ["2), 642—643»

65 senate Executive Document 26, 31st Cong., 2nd sess.,
P. 5.

66 Hill, Navaho Warfare, p. 4.
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residents of one locality. In these parties the most ex
perienced headman was chosen as leader, but each warrior was 
more concerned with his own safety than with the carrying 
out of orders. An engagement usually was entered into with 
much noise and a mounted charge, and often ended in a hasty 
retreat. Lance and shield were used in battle, and at

67close range the bow and arrow proved to be quite effective.
At the time of the American occupation of New Mexico only68
a few of the rich men possessed firearms, although guns

69
were reported in use by the Navahos as early as 1776.
War parties took the Navahos as far east as the Great 

70 71
Plains and south to Sonora. Temporarily allied with the
Gila Apaches, the Navahos attacked both Janos and Tucson in
force during the late 1780’s; according to Spanish records,

72
they stormed Tucson with 500 warriors at that time.

&7 Franciscan Fathers, op. cit., p. 437-
66 Backus, ojd. cit., p. 214. Letherman, op. cit.., 

p. 293 also mentions rifles bearing the name "Mbright” of 
St. Louis and believed the Navahos secured them from Utah.

^9 Alfred Barnaby Thomas, ”Antonio de Bonilla and 
Spanish Plans for the Defense of New Mexico 1772-1778,”
New Spain and the Anglo-American West, I, 202.

70 Alfred Barnaby Thomas, After Coronado, Spanish Ex
ploration Northeast of New Mexico, 1696-1727, pp. 13-14•

71 Senate Executive Document 1, 32d Cong., 1st sess., 
p. 107.

72 Alfred Barnaby Thomas, Forgotten Frontiers, a Study 
of the Spanish Indian Policy of Don Juan Bautista de Anza, 
Governor of New Mexico 1777-877 p. 4X7
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Although all the able-bodied male population were po
tential warriors, the Navahos did not develop a military 
society which could compare with that of certain tribes of 
the Great Plains. The training of boys for warfare was in
formal and took the form of having them do things which 
would harden them physically such as rolling in the snow 
and running long distances. They were told that if they did
not do these things, the enemy would come while they were

73
sleeping and kill them. At irregular intervals, the old
men would gather the boys together and give them instruction
in the use of the bow and arrow and teach them how to make

74use of natural cover in warfare.
Warfare was a relatively recent development among the 

Navaho people at the time the Americans arrived in the 
Southwest. A rapid growth of population combined with the 
acquiring of horses made it possible for the tribe to en
gage in raids and reprisals to the extent they did at that 

75
time.

73 Dyk, op. cit., pp. 69-71.
74 Hill, Navaho Warfare, p. 7.
75 spencer, op. cit., pp. 85-86.



CHAPTER II

THE NAVAHO AND HIS NEIGHBOR

When the American forces under Kearny arrived in 
New Mexico in 1846 they found the region inhabited by sever
al groups of people, each group with its own culture. James 
S. Calhoun, the first civil governor after the American oc
cupation, described ,New Ifexioo as a region encircled by cer
tain "wild tribes" of_lndians: the Gomanches, Utes, Apaches
and Navahos. Within this circle of tribes lived the Pueblos 
or "Christian Indians"; and in close proximity to these were 
the various Spanish or Mexican villages, of which Santa Fe 
was the most important. In spite of their common cause 
against the outside tribes, the Pueblos and the Mexicans did 
not agree. An entirely different cultural background, in 
addition to the Indian dislike for the invading white man, 
made the Pueblos unfriendly to the Mexicans. The Mexicans, 
in turn, had learned from bitter experience that these In
dian villagers were quite capable of turning against them 
in bloody uprising. Thus the people making up the circle 
and those within its limits all regarded each other with

1 Annie H. Abel, ed.. The Official Corresnondence of 
James S. Calhoun. While Indian Agent af Santa Fe and Super
intendent of TncTlan Affairs in New Mexico (184^'5'2T7 p. 148.



24

distrust, and the peace was broken frequently by open war
fare between groups. . _

Of the tribes surrounding the territory, the Navahos 
differed materially from the other people. Calhoun de
scribed the Comanches, Utes and Apaches as groups that al
most wholly disdained to follow peaceful pursuits, relying 
chiefly on depredations for their livelihood. The Navahos, 
however, he considered rich in all the necessities of life, 
as they were successful in cultivating the soil, in making 
fine blankets, and in raising numerous flocks of sheep and 
goats which they had originally acquired through stealing.
Their more settled way of life made raiding only an inciden-2
tal part of their economy. In another aspect the Navahos 
differed from other tribes in contact with the white man, 
which was the fact that they were rapidly growing in popula
tion and at that time were variously reported to number from
one to two thousand families or seven to fourteen thousand 

3
persons.

With the several Apache groups the Navahos were inter
mittently friendly and hostile. Even though both Apaches 
and Navahos were of Athapascan stock and the language of one

2 Abel, oja. cit., pp. 149-150.
3 Governor Bent estimated that there were 52,360 in

habitants in this area in 1833, exclusive of the outside 
Indian tribes. Of these l/20th were cachupines, 4/20ths 
creoles, 5/20ths mestizos, and 10/20ths Pueblo Indians. 
Senate Executive Document 78, 33d Cong., 2d sess.
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was intelligible to the other, the two peoples regarded
4

each other with suspicion, and not without reason. Spanish
accounts tell of periods of peace between the two peoples

5
being broken by raiding and warfare. The Navahos occasion
ally raided the "White Mountain, Cibecue, and Tonto Apaches, 
and these groups repaid the compliment in turn. The White 
Mountain Apaches came into closer contact with the Navahos 
than did the other Apaches because their homeland bordered 
on that of the Navahos. During intervals of peace, both 
peoples ventured into the other’s country to trade. On these 
friendly trading visits to the White Mountain Apaches, use 
was made of clan ties as certain of the Navaho elans were
considered to be identical with, or related to, certain of6
the western Apache clans. The Navahos traded blankets and 
sheepskins for cooked mescal, buckskins, baskets, and turkey

7feathers.
Also of Athapascan stock, the Jicarilia Apaches occu

pied the mountain region about the headwaters of the Rio 
Grande. Their culture was oriented toward the Indian tribes 
of the Plains rather than toward the other Apache groups or

4 House Exeoutive Document 17. 30th Cong.. 1st sess..
p. 193. :

5 Herbert E. Bolton, Athanase de Mezieres and the
Louisiana-Texas Frontier lY6#-l780.~Tl. 152-154. ~

6 Grenville Goodwin, The Social Organization of the 
Western Apache. pp. 71-73.

7 Ibid., pp. 109-110.
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the Narahoa with whom they had no political connection.
The Jicarilla Apaches regarded the other Apaches and the
Havahos as their enemies, but were.on-terms ©f friendship
with the inhabitants of the Pueblo of Taos and also with the 

8
Utes. ,

The Navahos had carried on a desultory warfare with the
Utes for many years prior to the American occupation of the
region. The Utes traveled in large mounted bands and had an
effective war organization with competent leadership. They
had developed this as a.result of frequent brushes with the
militant Plains Indians. The independent and unorganized
Navaho groups often found this northern tribe more than a

9
match for them in warfare. Not all Navaho-Ute contacts
were of an unfriendly nature, however, and Calhoun wrote of
frequent meetings between the two tribes at a point west of. 

10
Albiquin. At another time he wrote of three Navaho leaders 
among the Utes trying to prevent them from meeting the Amer
icans to make a treaty. Trading activities were carried 
on by the Navahos with the northern and southern Utes during

a  i - v  , v  v  : " v  -  ■ ■ - y  - - ' -James Mooney, "Calendar History of the Kiowa Indi
ans, " Bureau of American Ethnology Annual Report 1895-1896. 
XVII,' 165. MT1. Opler. American Anthropologist; n.s.
Vol. 38 (April 1936), p . 6o5. •

^ Julian H. Steward, "Linguistic Distribution and Po
litical Groups of the Great Basin Shodoneans *" American 
Anthropologist; n.s. Vol. 39 (1937)# p. 397.

10 Abel, op. cit., p. 155.
11 Ibid., p. 96.
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historic times. The Utes furnished the Narahos with elk 
hides, buffalo robes, beaded bags, tweezers, bandoliers, 
buckskins, saddle bags, and horses. Many articles used cere
monially by the Navahos also were obtained through trade with 

12
the Utes.

The Navahos did very little trading with the Paiutes of
Arizona north of the Grand Canyon, as this group had very
little to offer in exchange. Some trade was carried bn with
the Paiutes of southern Utah, and baskets for ceremonial use
were obtained from them. At times the Paiutes also traded

13
their children to the Navahos in exchange for food.

The Navahos were constantly at war with various tribes
of the Great Plains. This was not an active warfare, but
rather an hereditary hatred, and the action was limited to
infrequent raids and reprisals. The Kiowa Indians were tra-

14ditional enemies of the Navahos, as were the Comanohes; 
and after the American occupation of New Mexico, the United 
States officials occasionally found it necessary to turn

12 Willard W. Hill, "Navaho Trading and Trading Ritual; 
A Study of Cultural Dynamics," Southwestern Journal of An
thropology; IT, 4 (Winter 1948), 375-377.

13 Ibid., p. 377. Carling and A. Arline Malouf, "The 
Effects of Spanish Slavery on the Indians of the Intermoun
tain West," Southwestern Journal of Anthropology; I, 3 
(Autumn 1945), 389.

14 Mooney, op. oit., pp. 165, 301, 320.
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15
back war parties bound for the Navaho country. Another
Plains group, the Arapahoy hat long been at war with the

16 :: - ■ ' _v\. _
Navaho. ■ ' ' ; .. . . .

The Navahos and, the various Pueblos engaged in fighting
over a period of several hundred years♦ The Pueblos today 
refer to all scalps as Navaho scalps, and in many other ways 
this warfare is reflected in their culture. The,Pueblos 
who lived on the borders of the Navaho country suffered more 
from Navaho incursions than did those of the Rio Grande Val
ley, although records at Santa Fe show that even the nor
thern villages were subjected to occasional attacks.

Zuni was a pueblo which was very exposed to Navaho at
tacks. Situated between the Navaho and the White Mountain 
Apache country, these people traded in goods plundered from 
the Navahos by raiding Apaches. This did not endear them 
to the Navahos. To protect themselves from attack, the 
people of Zuni devised a defense works that Impressed an 
American officer, ten Broeck, who wrote:

This people have been much harassed by the 
Nava joes, with whom they wage constant war, and 
to defend themselves against whom they have

15 senate Executive Document 5, 34th Cong... 3d seas..
P. 735.

16 James. Mooney, "The Ghost-Dance Religion and the
Sioux Outbreak of 1890." Bureau of Ethnology 14th Annual 
Report. 1892-1893. XCV (2j,' '9'54.~" 1------- — —

^7 Elsie Clew Parsons, Pueblo Indian Religion. II, 1039.
18 Goodwin, op. cit.. p. 71.
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placed around all the trails leading to the 
town, pits ten feet deep, and just large enough 
to receive a horse, at the bottom of which long 
and sharp-pointed stakes are planted upright, 
and which are covered over with earth and bushes, : 
in so artful a manner that no one would suspect 
their existence. When Colonel Summer was en
camped near here last summer, his command lost 
several horses and mules by falling into these
pits.19
Another Pueblo group to suffer from Navaho depredations

were the Hopi. Surrounded as they were by the Navahos, the
Hopi Pueblos were in almost constant contact with these
people. Spanish records show that relations between the two

20
groups consisted of a series of truces and hostilities. 
Calhoun also reported that a delegation from the seven Hopi 
villages was sent to him to complain that the Navahos con
tinued to rob them. At that time, he states, the Navahos 
had nearly exhausted the Hopi supplies and therefore were 
at peace with them. He was of the opinion that this peace
would last only until the Hopis had increased their stores

21
enough to awaken the cupidity of the Navahos. The Hopi 
village of Tewa was originally settled by a group of Pueblo 
horsemen who were employed by the six other villages to

19 p.G-.S. ten Broeok, “Manners and Customs of the Moqui 
and Navaho Tribes of New Mexico,“ in Schoolcraft, op. cit., 
IV, 81.

20 Alfred Barnaby Thomas, Forgotten Frontiers, a Study 
of the Spanish Indian Policy of Don Juan Bautista de Anza, 
Governor of NeW~MexicoT~l7'?y-F7, pp. 222-224, £27-1^9,146.

21 Abel, op. cit., p. 415.
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22
protect them from the attacks of the mounted Navahos«,
Raids on the Pueblos often were made by young Navaho war
riors, and in most eases were more of an annoyance than an

23
actual threat to the security of the people of the villages.
Navahos often appeared in the Hopi villages to trade, and
many of their families made their homes around the Hopi 

24
mesas. However, although the Havahds felt free to enter
the Hopi pueblos, it was very seldom that a Hopi would ven-

25
ture very far into the Navaho land.

To the people of Zuni and the Hopi mesas.as to most of 
the Pueblos, Navaho raids were.not uncommon, nor was it un
usual for villagers to raid the Navahos in return. In spite 
of frequent hostilities, however, the Navahos and the 
Pueblos often rendered each other services, traded with each 
other, attended each other’s celebrations, and at times

22 John P. Harrington, "The Ethnogeegraphy of the Tewa 
Indians," Bureau of American Ethnology Annual Report, 1907- 
1908, XXIX, 256. "department of the interior, "Report on 
Indians Taxed and Indians not Taxed in the United States," 
Eleventh Census, p. 180.

23 Cosmos Mindeleff, "Location of Tusayan Clans,"
Bureau of American Ethnology Annual Report, 1897-1898, XIX
12), ~  ” ”

24 Alexander M. Stephen, "The Navajo," American Anthro
pologist : o.s. VI, 345.

25 Parsons, op. oit.. pp. 1039-1041.
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26
inter-married. Governor Calhoun, at a time when Navaho
raids on the Pueblo villages were almost a daily occurrence,
found it necessary to instruct the Pueblos to "abstain from

27all friendly intercourse with the Navajo Indians." Trade
between the Navahos and the Pueblos was extensive, and
Navaho blankets and woven sashes were exchanged for buffalo

28
robes, bridles, white shell beads, and turquoise. The
Navahos also exchanged sheep, goats, horses, moccasins,
buckskins, and pinon nuts for Pueblo goods. Foodstuffs 

29
such as com, flour, breadstuffs, melons, chili, and dried 
fruit were obtained from the villagers. Pueblo pottery from 
Zuni, Jemez and the Hop! villages was also used by the 
Navahos. The Navahos are known to have traded with the vil
lages of Acoma, Isleta, Jemez, Laguna, Sandia, Santa Ana,

30
Sia, San Felipe, Santo Domingo, and Taos. Navaho was 
spoken in the western Pueblos,and throughout the Southwest 
the Navaho-Apache language served as a trading language,

26 Ibid., pp. 1039-1041.
27 Abel, op. cit., p. 302.
28 Turquoise was obtained from the Keresan pueblos, 

Jemez, Zuni, and the Hop! villages. Hill, op. cit., p. 374.
29 One authority estimates that corn traded by the 

Hop! to the Navahos for sheep amounted to from 500,000 to 
650,000 pounds during one year. Elsie Clew Parsons, ed., 
"Hopi Journal of Alexander M. Stephen," Columbia University 
Contributions to Anthropology; XXIII, 95T%

30 Hill, 0£. cit., p. 374.
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31being understood by many tribes of the region.
Soon after the Spanish appeared in the Rio Grande Val

ley the Navahos discovered that they possessed many useful
articles such as sheep, goats, horses, cattle, iron tools,

32 33
silver ornaments, pack saddles, and bridles. The Indi
ans soon obtained these animals and goods from the white men 
either through trade or theft, and for the next two cen
turies they engaged in alternately raiding an# trading with 
the settlements. Spanish accounts mention numerous expedi
tions that were made into the Navaho country to punish thefts

34
committed by these;people. On many expeditions the regu
lar soldiers were accompanied by settlers and Indians from

35the pueblos of the region. Between campaigns to punish
bands of raiders, periods of peace allowed more friendly

36
contacts.between the Spanish and the Navahos. Some effort 
was made to Christianize the Navahos, and as early as 1629

31 James Mooney, "Myths of the Cherokee," Bureau of 
American Ethnology Annual Report. 1897-1898. XIX (1), 187-8.

32 Arthur Woodward, A Brief History of Navaho Silver-
smithing, pp. 8-11, 47. ”  .

33 John Adair, Navajo and Pueblo Silversmiths, p. 4.
34 Benjamin M. Read. Illustrated History of New Mexico,

P. 323. ■. . ; . — —
35 Ralph E. Twitohell, Spanish Archives of New Mexico.

Nos. 154, 157, 199, 1366, 14$%, 1801, 3019. ”
36 Charles W. Haokett, Historical Documents Relating to

New Mexico, Nueva Visoaya, and. Approaches Thereto, to 1773T" ITT, £92, 382, 420-424. ~
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Fray Alonso de Benavides founded a monastery and church for
37

that purpose in the Tewa pueblo of Santa Clara. Although
the Navahos appear to have welcomed missionaries, the tribe
was not settled enough for the Franciscans to effect their

38
Christianization, and the work failed. During most of the
time, the Spanish Government in New Mexico was strong enough
to prevent Indian raids from becoming a serious threat to
the Mexican settlements of the Rio Grande Valley, and it was
possible for the settlers to develop mines and raise immense
flocks and herds of livestock. At one time the Chaves
ranches, made up of three or four families, sent a herd of

39
200,000 sheep to Mexico City from New Mexico.

After the establishment of Mexican national independence 
in 1821, the check on raiders was removed and a period of 
lawlessness in New Mexico followed. In I832 Joslab Gregg re
ported that the Navahos were able to ravage the Rio Grande 
Valley almost at will, the Mexican Government being unable 
to stop them. He states that in the spring the Navahos 
would usually propose a peace to the government at Santa Fe 
and this was always accepted. The Indians were then able

37 Fray Alonso Benavides, The Memorial of Fray Alonso 
de Benavides. 1630. p. 45 (translation by Mrs. iS.B. Ayer J.

38 Fredrick W. Hodge, George P. Hammond, and Agapito 
Rey, Fray Alonso de Benavides1 Revised Memorial of 1634,
p. 306«

39 Senate Executive Document 26, 31st Cong., 1st sess., 
PP. 5-6.
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to diapose of the plunder they had obtained through raids 
and to plant their crops in peaee. At the end of the grow
ing season when they were free to move again, raids and

40
warfare usually began again.

Being unable to send an effective force against the 
Navahos, the Mexican Government resorted to treachery in 
dealing with these Indians. At one time the government in- 
vited a group of Navaho leaders to Coohiti to celebrate a 
treaty of peace; the memory of Navaho depredations was too 
strong for the Mexicans, however, and they surprised and 
killed their unsuspecting guests. Many such acts of 111- 
faith and cruelty greatly embittered the Navahos against the 
government. The relations between the Nexicans and the 
Navahos were not improved by men like Caravajal who, with 
his band, roamed about the settlements until a chance for 
plunder came to his notice. "When such an opportunity pre
sented itself, he would communicate the information to some 
band of Navahos who would be willing to pay his price. Af
ter the raid had been carried out, a very sympathetic
Caravajal would appear at the stricken village and, for a' : ' - . V:. : ■ .... . .. . .% ■ 42
fee, put the Mexicans on the trail of the Navaho raiders.

40 Josiah Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies, p. 191.
Ibid., p. 190. . 7 ' ;

42 w. T/Vhipple and J.C. Ives, "Report of Explorations for 
a Railway Route Near the 35th Parallel,n Senate Executive 
Document 78, 33d Cong., 2d seas., p. 61.
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The Mexican Government met the problem of Indian raids by 
allowing the people of the villages to arm themselves and 
to raid in retaliation. This was found to be less of a 
drain on the treasury than an organized expedition. William 
Bell, an early traveler in New Mexico, wrote of this policy:

The system of reprisals being carried out on 
both sides. The Mexicans of one settlement would 
collect together, and make a raid on a maurauding 
band of Navajos, capturing all they could, not 
only in stock, but in women and children. The 
Indians would retaliate, not caring particularly 
whether it was the aggressors or some peaceful 
neighbors they attacked in return.^3
The taking and holding of slaves was common in New

Mexico, not only among the Mexicans but also among certain
of the Indian tribes. Later the Americans also found them
useful. George Buxton, a traveler in the region, wrote of
the Navahos who continually prowled around the Rio Grande,
preying upon the cowardly inhabitants and running off their
cattle, mules, horses, and stealing their women and children

44
whom they captured as slaves. Slaves were generally well 
treated by the Navahos, and many of them were eventually 
adopted into the tribe. With the Mexicans, slave raiding 
was a well-organized and profitable business. Navaho 
slaves were obtained by raids, through trade with tribes

4-3 William A. Bell, New Tracks in North America, a 
Journal of Travel and Adventure yhTlaTT Engaged in the Sur
vey for a Southern Railroad t o t h e  Pacific Ocean DuringH seet pp: 180-181;--------------------------6

44 George F. Ruxton, Life in the Far West, p. 155.
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such as the Utes who were engaged in warfare with the 
45 46

Navahos, and through organized slave oaraYans. Boys
brought, on the average #100 on the market while girls coa-

j* _ 47aanded a price ranging anywhere, from $100 to $200. Nava
hos were reported as making the best of servants, and most 
of the well-to-do Mexican families had them in their homes. 
Some were abused, while others were very well treated by 
their owners. At the time of the American occupation of
New Mexico there were not less than two thousand of these

48
captives in the hands of the Mexicans of the region.

Slaves were not the only source of revenue the Mexicans 
found among the Navahos. Trading with these people also was 
quite profitable; one American army officer observed that 
the inhabitants of Oovero, a Mexican settlement on the Nav- 
aho frontier, probably made as much in trade as they lost by 
raids. This was in spite of the fact that the settlement 
was subjected to frequent attacks by the Navahos, and at 
times the inhabitants were forced to take refuge in the

45 Senate Report 156. 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 356.
46 Herbert S. Auerback, "Old Trails, Old Forts, Old 

Trappers and Traders," Utah Historical Quarterly; IX, 16.
47 Daniel W. Jones, Forty Years Among the Indians,

pp. 69-70. ---------------------------------
48 senate Report 156. 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 325,

356.
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49hills surrounding the town.
During the Mexican war the United States Government 

held that the chaotic condition of affairs in New Mexico was 
the fault of a weak Mexican Government in the region. Pres
ident James K. Polk in his message to Congress on December 
7, 1347 affirmed that Mexico had been, and would continue to 
be, too feeble to prevent the inhabitants of New Mexico from 
being robbed and murdered by bands of warlike Indians. He 
confidently stated:

It would be a blessing to all these northern 
States to have their citizens protected against 
them the Indians by the power of the United 
States. At this moment many Mexicans, primarily 
females and children, are in captivity among them.
If New Mexico were held and governed by the United 
States, we could effectually prevent these tribes 
from committing such outrages, and compel them to 
release these captives and restore them to their 
families and friends.50

The United States was soon to get the opportunity to prove
this statement for less than two months later, on February
2, 1848, New Mexico came under the exclusive control of the
United States by the terms of the treaty of Guadalupe Hi- 

51 ‘-dalgo.

49 Senate Executive Document 78, 33d Cong., 2d sess.,
p. 61.

50 ibid. 1, 30th Cong., 1st sess., p. 11.
51 ibid. 52. 30th Cong., 1st sess.



CHAPTER III

AMERICAN OCCUPATION

General Stephen Watts Kearny occupied Santa Fe with
1

seventeen hundred troops of the Army of the West in August, 
1846, well before the end of the Mexican war. One of his 
first acts was to assure the inhabitants of New Mexico that 
the United States forces had come as protectors, not as con
querors. He then absolved the people from all allegiance to 
the Mexican Government which, he stated, had never given 
them protection from the Apaches and N&vahos but had allowed 
these savages to come down from the mountains and carry off 
their women and stock whenever they pleased. The new gov
ernment , he promised, would correct all this; all Indians
would be kept off and the people would be protected in their2
persons and property. Kearny was soon impressed by the 
audacity of the Navahos when a band made a descent upon the

1 The Army of the .West was organized by Kearny at Fort 
Leavenworth of various companies of the seasoned First Dra
goons and the raw First Missouri Volunteers. After marching 
in sections westward over the Santa Fe trail, it was con
centrated at Bent's Fort and then moved south to enter Santa 
Fe on August 18, 1846. George R. Gibson, Journal of a Sol
dier Under Kearny and Doniphan 1846-1847. Vol. IV of 
Southwestern Historical Series, ed. Ralph Bieber, p. 17.

2 Wm. H. Emory. "Journal," Niles Register: XXL. 10 
(November 7, 1846), 157.
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valley of the Rio Grande and, in sight of his command, drove3
off some of his stock.

Soon after the American occupation, a hand of Mavahos 
visited Kearny at Santa Fe and by them he sent word to their 
chiefs and people that hereafter all Navahos who committed
acts of plunder would be hanged. He also said that he had

. ksome gifts which he would distribute to them in a few days.
This was not the first time the Navahos had been invited to 
the New Mexican settlements, and they had not always been 
well received before. They how regarded the American invi
tation with some distrust and awaited further developments 
before venturing to Santa Fe^ to negotiate with the newcomers.

Depredations by scattered Navaho bands continued along 
the western frontier of New Mexico and on September 16, 1846 
Kearny dispatched a squadron of two companies under the 
command of Major William Gilpin to the little town of Abiquiu 
on the Chama. At the same time he also sent three companies
under Lieutenant-Oolonel Congreve Jackson to Cebolleta on "

5
the Puerco. The forces thus sent out were instructed to 
keep the Navahos in check and to clear the surrounding 
country of all marauders. Jackson was also to negotiate a

3 House Executive Document 2. 35th Cong., 2d sess.,
p. 540. •

4 Emory, op. clt., p. 159. ^
5 Wm. Elsey Connelley, Doniphan's Expedition and the 

Conquest of New Mexico and California, p. 250.
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triple league of peace among the Navahos, the Mexican and 
the Pueblo people of New Mexico and the United States. The 
Navahos were thus expected to make a permanent peace with 
their old enemies of the Rio Grande Valley, and also with 
the invading strangers whose purpose for conquering New 
Mexico and claiming the Navaho land was not apparent. Jack- 
son was ordered to use force to make a treaty if he was un
able to obtain,one by peaceful means.

As Jackson moved toward the Puerco with his troops, a
settlement of Navahos who were friehdly to the Mexicans was
frightened by Mexican accounts of the Americans and fled.
The Mexicans then harvested the Indian crops for their own
use and the troops, upon their arrival, tore down the Navaho

6
hogans for firewood.

In carrying out his orders Jackson sent Sandoval, the 
leader of a settled band of Navahos who lived near Cebolleta, 
to confer with the various Navaho leaders and determine their 
attitude concerning a treaty. Two weeks later Sandoval re
turned and reported that the Navaho leaders were willing to 
negotiate with the Americans but refused to enter New Mexi
can territory unless they were provided with an American 
escort to insure their return. They also asked that some

6 Abraham R. Johnston, Marcellus Ball Edwards, Philip 
G. Ferguson, Marching with the Army of the West, 1846-1848. 
Vol. IV of Southwestern Historical Series, ed. Ralnh Bieber. 
pp. 187-188:
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white men come among them to explain just what the Americans 
wanted. Captain John W. Reid, to the amazement of the Mexi
cans, accepted this invitation and with thirty volunteers 
entered the Navaho country. Sandoval was taken as guide, 
since there was no Mexican to be found who would venture 
into this region.

After a difficult trip through the mountains, the small 
party was met by a group of Navahos who informed them that 
their people were gathering at a place farther on. They 
asked the Americans to be their guests as "most of their 
people had- never seen a white man and were anxious to see 
and entertain them." The Captain accompanied them to the 
meeting place, where some five hundred men and women had 
gathered. The people were very curious about the soldiers, 
and the night was spent in feasting and dancing with the 
Americans. When Reid asked to talk, however, he was in
formed that no leaders were present and it would be neces
sary to go another day's journey into the interior to meet 
the headmen of the tribe. Not without some trepidation the 
Americans again moved on into the Navaho country where they 
were met by the several headmen of the tribe. • Important 
among them was Narbona, an aged leader who was greatly re
spected by the tribe. A council was held, and a great deal 
of debating took place between the Indians who were for 
peace with the Mexicans and those who opposed it on the 
grounds that it was contrary to the honor of the Navaho tribe



42

as well as to their interests. All were willing to make 
peace with the Americans, however, and they agreed to meet 
Colonel Jackson at Cebolleta.

Captain Reid and his detachment then returned to the 
American camp at Cebolleta, but on his way back he was over
taken by a runner who had been sent by the Navahos to warn
him that certain of the young men were planning to steal his6
horses. .Reid himself did not suffer any loss of stock, but 
upon returning to camp found that a party of Navahos had 
stolen forty horses from the camp while the troops were amus
ing themselves with horse racing and gambling. A punitive 
expedition of sixty men was dispatched by Jackson with in
structions to scalp the Indians found with United States
horses, and if the thieves were not found to take an equal

7number of horses from the Navahos.
The Navaho leaders had started for Cebolleta as they 

agreed to do, but on the way were persuaded by another 
Navaho that it was another trick to trap them and they all 
would be killed. In view of the fact that many of their 
previous peace parties had come to disaster among the Mexican 
settlements, the Navaho headmen abandoned their purpose and

^ Jacob S. Robinson, A Journal of the Santa Fe Expedi
tion under Col. Doniphan, pp. 41-56.

7 Johnston, Edwards, Ferguson, op. cit., p. 189.
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returned to their homes. By this time eight companies had
been ordered against them by General Kearny. ...

During this time General Kearny had organized a govern
ment for New Mexico under Charles Bent as civil governor.

' - ' 9 v' ■' ■ "
He and his troops then started for California. Colonel 
Alexander W. Doniphan was left in command at Santa-Fe with 
orders to proceed to Chihuahua as soon as Colonel Sterling ;■.: 
Price arrived in New Mexico with the Second Missouri Volun
teers. On his way down the Rio Grander Kearny was informed 
by the inhabitants of the Socorro region that- a band of 
Navahos had just raided their settlements in spite of Amer
ican promises to protect them. From his camp Kearny immedi
ately sent orders to Doniphan to take his regiment into the. 
Navaho country to punish them for their depredations and for 
their failure to come into Santa Fe to offer submission to 
the Americans when ordered to do so. Doniphan was instructed 
to force the.surrender of all prisoners and stolen property
held by the Navahos, and to take hostages or otherwise se-

10
cure the future good conduct of these Indians. Doniphan 
received this order early in October and, since snow would

8 John T. Hughes, Doniphan»s Expedition, pp. 173-174.
9 Sister Mary Loyola, The American Occupation of New 

Mexico. 1821-1852. p. 66. Kearny had not teen given au- 
ihority to set up a civil government in New Mexico, and 
after the Pueblo uprising the military remained in control 
of Indian affairs.

10 Hughes, op. cit., pp. 143-144.
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soon make operations in the Navaho area difficult, he im
mediately sent directions to Gilpin at Abiquiu and to Jack- 
son at Cebolleta to enter the Navaho country at.once. They 
were to fight the Indians whenever they appeared hostile and 
take their headmen as hostages whenever they were disposed to 
be peaceable. Their different routes were to form a junc
tion at Ojq Oso or Bear Springs, and there they were to meet 
Doniphan, who was to take three companies and march through 
the center of the country to join them. On November 2 ,
however, Doniphan was forced to send his troops to Valverde 
to protect a caravan there from the Mexicans. With his 
staff and three or four men he went to Gubero where he
joined Jackson about the time Reid returned from his expedi-12
tion to , the Navaho country.

, Meanwhile, Major Gilpin left his encampment on October 
22 and moved up the Ghama,. crossed the mountains, and march
ed down the San Juan. In addition to his regular troops, 
Gilpin was accompanied by sixty-five Mexican and Pueblo al
lies. On several occasions Navahos were sighted and hotly 
pursued, but none was caught. On November 9 some Navahos 
came into camp and informed Gilpin that they had already 
met the Americans and formed a treaty with them, evidently

11 Senate Executive Document 1 . 30th Cong., 1st sess., 
p. 496.

12 Hughes, op. cit., pp. 181-182.



referring to their agreement with Reid. Gilpin at once 
sent one of them to Doniphan on the Puerco and then moved on 
down the San Juan; the Navahos remained quietly about camp 
or followed the line of march. On the l$th the express- 
bearer returned with word from Doniphan that no treaty had 
been formed and that Gilpin was to bring all Navaho chiefs 
he could find to 0jo Oso where they would meet on the 20th. 
Gilpin then made a very difficult march through the moun
tains and arrived at Ojo Oso on the 20th with a number of 
Navahos, but Doniphan and Jackson did not arrive until the 
next day.

During the following two days about 330 Americans and 
500 Navahos camped at the springs while the leaders held a 
council. Doniphan explained to the Navahos that the United 
States claimed all of New Mexico by right of conquest, and 
that all the inhabitants would now be protected against vio
lence and invasion. He said the United States was now 
anxious to enter into a treaty of peace and lasting friend
ship with her Red children, the Navahos. The same protection 
would be given them against encroachments and usurpation of 
their rights as had been given the people of New Mexico.
The Navahos found the American reasoning hard to follow and 
a young leader, Zarcilia Largo, spoke:

"Americans, you have a strange case of war 
against the Navajos. We have waged war against 
the New Mexicans for several years ... you have 
lately commenced a war against the same people.
You are powerful. You have great guns and many 
brave soldiers. You have therefore conquered
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them, the very thing we have been attempting 
to do for many years ... We cannot see why you 
have cause of quarrel with us for fighting the 
New Mexicans, on the west, while you do the same 
thing on the east."13
The Navahos finally agreed to put a stop to their war 

if the Americans actually intended to hold New Mexico. 
Doniphan then signed a treaty which provided for mutual 
trade between all parties, making it possible for the in
habitants of the New Mexican settlements to visit all parts
of the Navaho country and for the Navahos to move freely

14
through all territory held by the Americans. After sign
ing this treaty Doniphan took three Navaho leaders to Zuni 
and, in spite of Zuni attempts to kill the three Navahos, 
succeeded in negotiating a "peace" between the two enemy 
peoples. Satisfied that Navaho troubles were over, Doniphan 
proceeded down the Rio Grande to Chihuahua, leaving Colonel
Price and the Second Missouri Volunteers in charge in New 

15
Mexico.

Thus on the strength of a few peace talks and a small 
force of volunteer troops distributed through several towns, 
the United States hoped to preserve peace and order among 
the traditionally antagonistic Navahos, Pueblos, and New 
Mexicans. It soon became apparent that good government was

13 Ibid., p. 187.
14 ibid.. pp. 188-190.
15 Loyola, op. oit., p. 66.
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not so easily established and in June, 1847 the St. Louis 
Republican reported.conditions in New Mexico as undesirable:

The soldiery have degenerated into a mili
tary mob, are the most open violators of law and 
order ... Though we have had for months an en
tire regiment of soldiers in garrison, not one has 
been sent to the frontier ... From the highest 
officer to the private soldier all is insubordina
tion, misrule and confusion.lo

Conditions did not improve as the number of soldiers in New
Mexico decreased, and an item in the New York Courier and
Enquirer dated August 13, 1847 stated:

All is hubub and confusion here (Santa Fe). 
Discharged volunteers are leaving, drunk, and 
volunteers not discharged are remaining drunk...
Col. Price will give up the command and depart 
early next week. There will then be left here 
for the government of this territory, which has 
a population of 90,000, 250 troops. None of
the newly enlisted volunteers have arrived as 
yet.17
The Navahos, like any of the more advanced nations,

recognized the foreign policy of a neighboring state only
when that policy was backed by force of arms. The American
forces in the territory did not impress the Navahos, and
bands continued to raid the settlements. The Mexicans and

18
Pueblos, in turn, made war on the Navahos and conditions

16 Niles Register: L X H I  (June 19, 1847), 252.
17 Ibid-: IXEII (November 6 , 1847), 155.
18 Ferguson, a soldier with the American forces in New 

Mexico at this time, reported seeing a Navaho prisoner con
fined in a fifteen-foot hole at the pueblo of San Durasanos. 
He also wrote of the release of a Navaho girl who had been
a member of a group that had been attacked and all killed 
except her but she was held as a slave for several days



were as bad, if not worse than they had been before the 
American occupation.

As Navaho depredations Increased in boldness, the United 
States was stirred into action. Early in 1847 Major Walker 
with a detachment of troops made a campaign into the Navaho 
country, and again American forces penetrated as far as 
Canyon de Chelly and returned. In 1848 a larger force under 
Colonel E.W.B. Newby made another expedition against.the 
Navahos and concluded another treaty"of peace with them. By 
this time the Navahos had begun to consider themselves the 
military superiors of the Americans. In their canyon strong
holds they felt secure from any invasion into their land and 
paid little attention to the talk of the white men. Navaho
destruction in the settlements increased in frequency and 

19
damage.

In 1849 an Indian agency was transferred to Santa Ee, 
and in July of that year James 3. Calhoun arrived as the 
first Indian agent. He arrived in Santa Ee in time to ac
company Colonel John M. Washington, the military governor of 
the Territory, on a large expedition into the Navaho land. 
After a four-day march, Washington with his force of four

p-8 (cont.) before the arrival of the United States
forces. Johnston, Edwards, Ferguson, op. cit., pp. 326-328.• -

House Executive Document 2. 35th Cong.. 2d sess.,
P • 540• •
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hundred men was met by several hundred Navahos who asked 
to confer with him. /When the Governor told them that his 
purpose was to punish the tribe for the thefts and murders 
committed by them, the Navaho leaders told him that lawless 
men were to be found everywhere among all people; in spite 
of the utmost vigilance, they found it impossible to pre
vent such men among them from committing devastations. They 
agreed, however, to return an equal number of animals as. 
had been stolen, release their captives, and deliver certain 
murderers to the Americans for trial. They then returned 
some stock and named certain chiefs to accompany the United 
States forces to Canyon de Che11y.

Immediately after this conference a dispute over a 
stolen horse arose between a Navaho and one of the Pueblos 
who was accompanying Washington. When the Governor heard of 
this dispute he ordered the horse surrendered, but the Nav
aho demurred, whereupon Washington ordered a guard to seize 
the horse. Before this could be done, the Navahos all 
mounted and rode out of camp and Washington ordered the 
troops to fire upon the retreating Indians. In the volley 
Narbona, the senior chief, was killed and several other 
Navahos were afterwards found dead in the vicinity. Having

20 This force was made up of 120 troops of the regular 
infantry, 55 troops of artillery, 50 Mexican volunteer in
fantry troops, 55 Pueblo mounted militia, and 80 Mexican 
mounted militia. Twenty of the latter deserted within a 
few days. Senate Executive Document 64. 31st Cong.. 1st 
sess., pp. 56-168.

20
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accomplished this, Washington resumed his march toward 
Canyon de Chelly. Every day the Navahoa came within calling 
distance of the line of march and asked to make peace with 
the Americans. When Washington refused to halt to talk with 
them, they charged that he did not want peace but war.

Upon arriving at Canyon de Chelly, Washington encamped 
at the mouth of the canyon. Here he was met by Mariano 
Martinez, a Navaho leader who was now considered chief as 
Narbona was dead, and peace terms were asked for. Washing
ton presented him with a list of property which he de
manded be returned before any peace negotiations could be 21
made. Lieutenant James Simpson with a detachment of 
troops was sent to reconnoiter the area and penetrated the 
canyon for some distance. This was the first time American 
troops had ever entered this Navaho stronghold. Two days 
later Martinez returned accompanied by Chapaton, who was 
chief of the San Juan group of Navahos. They delivered sev
eral Mexican captives, stock, and other stolen property as 
Washington had requested. The Americans took all except one
Mexican, who chose to remain with his two wives and three 22
children.

James H, Simpson, Journal of a Military Reconnais- 
sanoe from Santa F e , New Mexico, to tTTe Navajo Country, p.80.

22 Ibid., p. 81. Annie H. Abel, The Official Corre- 
spondence of James S. Calhoun. While Indian Agentat Santa 
J’e and Superintendent of Indian "Affairs in New Mexico 
H 8 t ^ 5 2 i r  t. S3".
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A council was then held and a treaty entered into. The 
Navahos acknowledged that by virtue of the Treaty of Guada
lupe -Hidalgo the Navahos were.lawfully placed under the . 
jurisdiction and protection, of the United States, that they 
were then and would forever remain under such jurisdiction 
and protection. The United States in turn agreed to desig
nate, settle and adjust the Navaho territorial boundaries, 
and pass and execute in their territory such laws as might
be deemed conducive to the prosperity and happiness of said 

23
Indians. The United States.thus made great progress in 
its paper control over the Navahos, but it is doubtful if the 
Navahos understood what the white men were talking about.
What they did understand was that their corn was ripe and it 
would be a good idea to persuade the troops to leave before 
the fields were damaged. The Navahos then agreed to bring 
the remainder of the stolen stock which they held to James 
within thirty days. After much trading between the Navahos 
and the troops, Washington returned to Santa Fe.

The United States had again been successful in marching 
troops into the Navaho country and forcing this tribe to 
sign a treaty without.a single engagement, but the validity 
of the treaty was soon demonstrated to Washington. Upon his

23 House Document 310, 54th Cong., 2d sess., p. 2.
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return to Santa Fe he found that a band of Navahos had inter
cepted and killed a mail carrier and his Mexican guide who

24
had been sent to contact field headquarters. Navaho raids
continued much as they had before the expedition.

The Navahos did not appear at Jamez at the appointed
time; they sent word they had been dissuaded in this by Mex-

25
lean traders among them who had frightened them from their 
purpose with stories of American and Pueblo plans to exter
minate the Navahos. They agreed to inset at San Isidore at 
a later date, but failed to do this also, and robberies and 
murders continued.

Calhoun soon came to the conclusion that to maintain 
peace in New Mexico it would be necessary to explore and sur
vey the country in order to fix exact limits which could not 
be passed by the Navahos without permission. To achieve 
this he recommended that an additional mounted regiment be
sent to New Mexico, and that roads and military posts be

26
established at Tunicha and Canyon de Chelly. He also 
believed that Indian agents should be appointed for all

24-Abel, op. oit., p. 47.
25 Mexican and other traders continued to trade with 

the Navahos at this time, supplying them with arms. Calhoun 
attempted to put a stop to this practice by forbidding all 
intercourse with the Navahos. Trading and smuggling con
tinued in spite of his efforts. Ibid., pp. 103-109. 125- 
126, 160, 224, 236, 359, 511.

^  In November, 1849 Gov. Munroe, the military governor 
of New Mexico, had established posts at Jemez and Cebolleta. 
Calhoun thought that posts should be established within the
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posts. Another cause for Inaiah trouble was the unre
stricted commerce of traders with the Narahos, and Oalhoun 
held that trade should be regulated and all irresponsible 
persons kept from the Indian country. By such a program he 
felt it would be possible to induce the Narahos to become 
settled agriculturists.

In reply to the proposals of Calhoun, the Office of 
Indian Affairs stated that until Congress saw fit to appro
priate funds for the proper management of Indian affairs in 
New Mexico, it would be necessary for the superintendent 
there to depend on the military. However, the office was of 
the opinion that such was the character of most Indians that
they could be kept in a proper state of subjection and con-28
trolled by fear.

There was a great deal of dispute in New Mexico between 
civil and military officials as to the effectiveness of the 
troops then stationed in the Territory. The civil author
ities held that the poor condition of the mounts and the 
tactics of the commanders made the United States forces in
effectual against the fleet Indians. John Greiner, who 
served as Indian agent under Calhoun, wrote that the poor

ZD (cont.)- Navaho country. Ibid., p. 77.
27 Ibid., pp. 74, 81, 158.
28 Ibid., pp. 191-192.



54

showing made by the troops was not entirely, their fault:
Our troops are of no earthly account ... a 

dragoon mounted will weigh 225 pounds. Their 
horses are all poor as carrion. The Indians have 
nothing but their bows and arrows and their 
ponies are fleet as deer. Cipher it up. Heavy 
dragoons on poor horses, who know nothing of the 
country, sent after Indians who are at home any
where and who always have some hours start, how 
long will it take to catch them?29
Calhoun reported almost daily raids by the Indians, and 

quite frequently asked to be allowed to organize a volunteer 
unit for preventing their i n r o a d s . Thomas Fitpatrick, . 
Indian agent for the Upper Platte, was even more outspoken 
in his denunciation of the.military forces in New Mexico.
In a bitter attack he charged that many blundering and 
shamefully-managed campaigns against a few Indians were not 
only useless but also actually injurious to the cause of the 
United States. He stated that the troops remained in garri
son in Santa Fe and the larger villages in a state of indo
lence and dissipation, when they should have been on the

31frontier watching the Indians.
In support of the military cause. Colonel John Munroe 

contended that many of the reports of Indian depredations

29 Tod B. Galloway, "Private Letters of a Government
Official in the S o u t h w e s t T h e  Journal of American History, 
III (1909), 549. ---------- ---------------------

30 Abel, 0£. cit., pp. 77, 300, 413, 447.
31 Senate Executive Document 1 . 31st Cone.. 2d sess..

pp. 53-5%; -----------
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were either direct violations of the truth or.else gross 
misrepresentations made by the people of the Territory to 
prepare the public mind and Congress to consider favorably 
claims for stock driven off by various bands of Indians 
through the supposed.negleot of the troops to give protec
tion. Also, he wrote, the services of thevregular troops
were depreciated by the people in the hope of obtaining au-

32
thorization for the creation of a local military force.
In support of the claim that the facts often were misrepre
sented, the report ©f.Lieutenant Alfred H.Pleasonton of 
the 2d Dragoons is enlightening. He stated that in Febru
ary, 1851 Don Francisco Sarioeno reported a Navaho raid to 
the troops at Albuquerque and told Pleasonton he had six 
good guides on the spot waiting to show the troops the trail 
of the raiders. The guides asserted there were over a hun
dred well mounted and armed Navaho warriors in the band, 
and that they had taken some thousand sheep and a large num
ber of horses, mules and oxen. After showing the trail to 
the troops, the "guides" would go no farther. Pleasonton 
soon discovered from the tracks that the raiders were on 
foot. The next day he met Hubbel, an American who owned 
most of the stock that had been stolen. Hubbel informed

32 colonel John Munroe was commander of the Department 
of New Mexico which was the ninth Military Department. He 
exercised both civil and military functions, which made his 
administration, like that of his predecessor Washington, 
subject to criticism and the occasion for serious controver
sy between military and civil authorities in the Territory. 
Abel, o£. cit., pp. 43, 310-311.
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Pleasonton that his party had already overtaken and put to 
flight the nine Navahos who had perpetrated the raid and who 
possessed only two guns.

On another occasion it was plainly intimated to Major 
Henry Lane Kendrick that money was wanted before the vic
tims of a raid would act as guides in pursuing the Navahos. 
Thus the United States troops found themselves in a position 
where they were expected to pay the people for defending 
themselves against what evidently was often an imaginary 
danger. Kendrick thought that this would be an unsafe prec
edent to set in New Mexico. At times certain people also
used the excuse of Navaho depredations to cover up their own

33
crimes.

■While the civil and military representatives were quar
reling as to how the Indians of the Territory should be kept 
under control and who should have jurisdiction over Indian 
affairs, the Navahos and Mexicans carried on irregular war
fare which was detrimental to everyone. The Navahos raided 
the settlements almost at will, killed the inhabitants and 
drove off their stock. Both sides of the Rio Grande from 
near Santa Fe to Socorro suffered from Navaho incursions. 
Most.raids were made by small bands, and on one occasion a 
lone Indian entered a town in the vicinity of Los Lunas and

33 senate Executive Document 1. 32d Cone.. 1st sess..
p p . 127-135: --------
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. 3k
made away with twenty-five mules.

Although both Navahos and Mezicans were engaged in 
raiding, the devastations of the Navahos were more often 
brought to the attention of the American officials at Santa 
Fe. This was either bedause they were the more frequent 
offenders or because the Mexicans were in closer communica
tion with officials who wrote the reports. Claims for
Navaho depredations between the time of American occupation

35
and the end'of 1851 amounted to $240,688. :

The Mexican settlers in turn would raise volunteer com
panies and go "Navaho hunting." Some of these were large- 
scale campaigns, as was the one led by Don Ramon Luna into 
the Navaho country in 1850 which was reported to have been 
made up of over a thousand men. When stolenJ property was 
brought back to the settlements, a quarrel often arose be
tween the original owner and the volunteer who had recovered 
the property. Revenge and recovery of property were not the 
only motives of these expeditions of volunteers. Pedro 
Chaves of Cebolleta was one enterprising leader at this time 
who made a business of raiding. He would go to the Rio 
Grande settlements and take contracts from those who were

34 Abel, op. oit.t pp. 307-309. :
35 This was the estimated value of 79,545 sheep; 451 

horses; 418 mules; 1,275 cattle; and various other goods re
ported stolen. Claims were presented to the government for 
payment by the people of New Mexico, but only a small frac
tion were adjudged valid. House Executive Document 123, 
35th Cong., 1st sess.
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in need of domestic help, agreeing to furnish them with 
Navaho girls for a certain sum. He would then organize an 
expedition, enter the Navaho country, and engage a hostile 
hand of Indians. After killing the warriors, he would bring

36
back the women and children as servants. . .

The Sandoval band of Navahos who lived near Cebolleta 
also raided their tribesmen of the interior. In March,
1851 Sandoval returned from one of these visits with eigh
teen captives, a quantity of stock, and several fresh scalps. 
In April of the same year Sandoval asked for arms for his
followers, and made inquiries as to future troop movements

' . - 1 "  ' - -  - ' ' :

because he wished to join the next Navaho expedition with
37

about twenty warriors. Munroe withheld.this information, 
as it was believed that Sandoval was on friendly terms with 
the Upper San Juan Navahos. It had been reported that 
Navaho fear of an invasion by the United States forces had 
resulted in the Canyon de Chelly and Lower San Juan Navahos 
separating from the Upper San Juan Navahos, with the agree
ment that the latter should keep peace with the Americans 
and also hold all the flocks until after the termination

38
of the contemplated hostilities. Monroe was afraid that

36 Charles Lurnmis, A New Mexico David, pp. 196-197.
37 Abel, oj). oit.. p. 312.
3® Munroe actually had made preparations for an expedi

tion of some force into the Navaho country to be started in 
May. He was relieved of the command of the Ninth Military 
Department in April, however. Ibid., pp. 313, 326.
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information given to Sandoval would be passed along to the 
Upper San Juan Navahos and thus be eommunieated to all the 
tribe. ‘ ' ; ' '

James Calhoun was appointed civil governor of New 
Mexico on March 18, 1851 with the ex officio duties of Super
intendent of Indian Affairs. Soon after his appointment he 
issued a proclamation calling for the organization Of volun
teer corps for the protection of the citizens of New Mexico. 
This measure, he warned, was not an authorization for depre
dations and all property captured from hostile Indians was 
to be disposed of in accordance with the law. This action 
brought him into conflict with the military authorities in 
the Territory who opposed any operations in the Navaho coun- 
try other than those of the regular troops.

In order to put a stop to the Indian troubles in New 
Mexico, it was apparent that it would be necessary to re
vise the whole system of defense in the area. As early as 
1849 the War Department had sent Colonel George A. McCall 
to inspect conditions in New Mexico and make recommendations 
as to how the Territory should be controlled. McCall re
ported that at this time there were only 987 troops to pro
tect the entire region from El Paso and the Gila River on 
the south to Abiquiu on the north. This region was

39 Ibid., pp. 300-301.
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inhabited by eight tribes of Indians numbering some 40,000 
people. The Apaohes and Narahos alone eotild muster over 
3,400 warriors. As to using local volunteers for auxiliaries, 
McCall wrote; . v

They have been organized on several expedi
tions and marched with the regular troops, but 
their chief exploits have been to secure the .
booty after the enemy had been attacked and 
routed by the regulars ... I should rate their 
capacity for Indian warfare at very little above 
zero. Better auxiliaries may be found in the
Pueblo Indians.40

McCall estimated the number of troops needed in the
Navaho country at 508 and suggested posts be established at
Canyon de Chelly, Cebolleta, and Rayado. As to treaties, he
warned that unless violations were punished by war in all its
severity, the Navahos would soon come to regard their
treaties with the United States as just "talk" such as they
had made with the Mexican Government year after year. McCall
also hoped it would be possible to settle the Navahos in

41
villages near plots of land which they might cultivate.

McCall's report reached Washington early in 1851, and 
soon after steps were taken to make material changes in the 
Ninth Military Department. A program was developed which 
called for the removing of troops from towns and stationing 
them on the frontier nearer the Indians. It was hoped this

40 Senate Executive Document 26, 31st Cong., 2d sess., 
PP» 17-18.

41 Ibid., pp. 1-23.
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would promote economy and efficiency of service. As to
Indian policy, it was believed no permanent peace could exist
until the Indians had been impressed by the power of United
States forces. Therefore expeditions would be put in the
field to inflict severe chastisement upon them. Also, in
the future, all negotiations and pacific arrangements with
the Indians were to be made in concert with the Superintend-

42
ent of Indian Affairs in New Mexico. The man selected to
carry out this ambitious program was an officer with a
great deal of experience with Plains Indians, Colonel Edwin 

43
V. Sumner.

pp.
Senate Executive Document 

125-1351 -------
43 Abel, op. cit.. p. 382.

1, 32d Cong., 1st sess f



CHAPTER IV

FORT DEFIANCE

Colonel Edwin V. Sumner arrived in Santa Fe on July 19,
1851 and took command of the Ninth Military Department. This
was not his first assignment to New Mexico, as he had come to
the region with the Army of the West in 1846 and had been

1
stationed at Albuquerque by Kearny at that time. Sumner
proceeded at once to carry out his orders to revise the defense
system in New Mexico, and removed the troops from Santa Fe
and the other towns, marching them to the frontiers where he

2
established new posts.

- On August 17 Sumner took a large force into the Navaho 
country. Governor Calhoun had intended that the newly- 
arrived agent, Edward H. Wingfield, should accompany the 
military forces on this expedition and take his position near

1 Sumner, then a captain, had joined Kearny at Bent’s 
Fort and entered New Mexico with the Army of the West.
Later he started to California with Kearny, but when Kit 
Carson met them with the information that California was al
ready in possession of the Americans, Kearny sent three com
panies of the First Dragoons and most of the baggage train 
back to Albuquerque with Sumner. Wm. E. Connelley, Doni
phan * s Expedition and the Conquest of New Mexico and Cali
fornia, pp. 321-322.

2 Congressional Globe, 32d Cong., 1st sess., p. 329 of 
Appendix. Sumner encountered great opposition from the 
people of New Mexico when he did this. Hay contractors, 
corn dealers, sutlers, and other less savory business men 
suffered a loss of trade when the troops were moved out of
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the post that was to be established in the Navaho land.
Sumner, however, informed the Governor that the military
would make no allowances whatever from army supplies for the

4
transportation or subsistence of an Indian agent. Calhoun 
then assigned Wingfield to a post at Dona Anna, but the 
agent was not satisfied with this arrangement and soon re
turned to Washington, D.C. to complain of the action of the 

5
military. When the United States troops entered the 
Navaho country, Sumner sent for the Indians to come to his 
camp for a council; this they did not do, and in pursuance 
of the War Department orders, the Colonel had the troops 
fire on all who hovered about.

,After leaving Major Electus Backus at Tsehobtso with 
the infantry troops, Sumner moved on to Canyon de Che11y 
which he penetrated for a distance of eleven miles. The 
Navahos then began an attack from the heights, rolling down 
stones and firing at the troops with arrows and a few mus
kets. Sumner thought it wise to retreat to the mouth of 
the canyon where he camped, and a day later returned to * * 3 4 5

 ̂ (cont.) the towns. The government was constantly
petitioned to move the troops back to "protect" the towns.

3 Annie H. Abel, Correspondence of James Calhoun,
P. 393. ~  -----------:

4 House Executive Document 2," 32d Cong., 1st sess., 
p. 466.

5 Abel, op. cit., p. 42?.
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6
Tsehootso where he started a post. Situated in a sheltered 
well-watered valley, Tsehootso was a sacred spring often fre
quented by the Navaho. There were some warriors among the 
tribe who wanted to take immediate action and drive the
white men from this shrine at once, but the counsel of the

7
more cautious leaders was to await further developments. 
Sumner left five companies under the command of Backus to 
finish the new post while he returned to Santa Fe. In the 
spring of 1852 the post was completed and named Fort Defi
ance, the first military establishment within the Navaho 8
country.

For a short time after Fort Defiance was established, 
the Navahos continued to raid the settlements as before, 
and some bands plundered within eight miles of Santa Fe it
self. As a result of such depredations, the people of the 
Territory put Calhoun under great pressure to take some ac
tion to curb the Navahos. Therefore on November 9> 1851 he 
asked Sumner for arms to equip a volunteer company which had 
just been organized to protect the settlements and punish 
the Navahos. Sumner agreed to furnish the arms under two 6 7 8

6 Ibid., pp. 418-419.
7 Richard Van Valkenburgh, "Last Powwow of the Navajo,*1 

Desert Magazine; November 1946, pp. 5-6.
8 By the summer of 1853, Ft. Defiance had become the 

second largest military establishment in the Ninth Department 
with a garrison of 256 men, of which 199 were actually present 
at the Fort. Senate Executive Document 1 , 33d Cong., 1st 
sess., Pt. 2, pp. 120-121.
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conditions: first, that the arms would be returned at any
time upon the demand of the commander of the Ninth Military- 
Department ; and second, that the arms would never be used
in making hostile incursions into the Indian country unless

9
acting in conjunction with the regular troops. The volun
teer company refused to accept the arms under Sumner’s con
ditions, declaring that they were an independent company 
and would not allow themselves to be restricted in their 
incursions by the commander of the Ninth Military Depart
ment .

Sumner hoped that by establishing Fobt Defiance in the 
midst of the Navahos he would be able to control their move
ments and harass them so much they would be glad to make 
peace and keep it. The greatest obstacle to peace was now 
volunteer marauding parties, and Sumner was determined to 
prevent them from continuing the predatory warfare that had 
been carried on with the Navahos for hundreds of years. In 
a heated exchange of notes with Calhoun, Sumner expressed 
his views in no uncertain terms and even threatened to use 
the regular troops to prevent colunteers entering the Navaho 
country. Finally, however, he reluctantly agreed not to
use the troops against such parties if Calhoun saw fit to

10
commission them.

9 Abel, ojd• cit., p. 449. 

10 Ibid., pp. 445-455.
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Backus also came to the conclusion that the troubles in 
New Mexico were not all the fault of the Indians. He wrote 
that as a tribe the Navahos did not deserve the character 
that had been given them by the other inhabitants of New 
Mexico. Backus maintained that because the Navahos had re
dressed their own wrongs when injured and oppressed, the 
degenerate people of New Mexico had represented them as a 
nation of thieves and assassins. The Navahos, he wrote, had 
bad men and habitual thieves who could be controlled only 
by the strong arm of power; but in this respect they differ
ed very little from the rest of mankind, as laws and force
were requisite to control bad men of all races regardless of

11
whether they were white, black, or red.

Fort Defiance soon began to have the restraining effect
that Sumner expected, and before long the Navahos sent a

12
message to Calhoun and asked for a treaty. Late in the 
fall of 1851, Calhoun and Sumner met with some two hundred 
Navahos at Jemez, and the Colonel told the Indians the 
troops stationed at Fort Defiance would prevent them from 
raising a single crop unless they remained at peace. After 
some controversy among themselves, the Navahos agreed to 
keep quiet and release all Mexican prisoners held by them.

Henry R. Schoolcraft, ed., Information Respecting 
the Indian Tribes of the United States, Electus Backus, "An 
Account of the Navajoes of New Mexico," 17, 211.

12
Abel, oi3. cit., p. 445.
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To insure this, they left three Navahos as hostages and 
promised to return with all their captives in January. Cal
houn then proceeded to distribute two or three thousand dol
lars worth of gifts to the assembled Navahos. Sumner ob
jected to this action, and contended that no presents should 
be given until after a probation period of at least six 
months. He maintained that otherwise the Navahos would
think their submission had been purchased with goods, and

13
he considered this a bad policy to follow.

The Navahos carried out the agreement they had made 
with Calhoun and Sumner; on January 27, 1852 they met John 
Greiner and delivered three Mexican captives as they had 
promised. During the conference with ensued, the Navahos 
complained bitterly of Mexican plundering of their people. 
Armijo, the Navaho leader, said the people of New Mexico 
had lost but few children in comparison with the number they 
had stolen from the Navahos. Of the chiefs present at the 
council, he said, three mourned for children held as slaves 
by the people of New Mexico. He also stated that the Nava
hos had given up their captives eleven times, but the New 
Mexicans had released their prisoners only once even though 
they had recently carried off more than two hundred Navaho 
children. ,fIs it American justice,” he asked, "that we must

13 Ibid., p. 434.
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give up everything and receive nothing?” Greiner promised 
that in the future the Navaho agent would prevent such in
justices, and the council broke up with good feelings ex-

14
pressed by both sides.

In May, 1852 Armijo’s band again visited Greiner, this 
time at Santa Fe. They informed him they had suffered much 
at the hands of their bitter enemies, the Mescalero Apaches, 
and had come to ask permission to make a war of reprisal 
upon them. Greiner refused to permit this, and in a long 
talk tried to convince the Navahos of the advantages of a 
peaceful village life. He was unable to persuade them that 
this was best, however, and they replied that it was their 
ancient custom to destroy the property and house of anyone 
who died; if they lived in permanent houses, they would be

15
building all the time.

Both the civil and the military officials in New 
Mexico hoped to solve the Navaho problem by changing them 
into settled agriculturists. Greiner professed a great ad
miration for the Spanish village system in which a priest 
was placed in control of the everyday life of the Indian 
community. He suggested that perhaps the United States could

14 Both agent Greiner and Governor Calhoun agreed that 
this statement by the Navahos was largely true. Ibid., pp. 
467-469. ----

Annie H. Abel, MJournal of John Greiner," Old Santa 
Fe, III (1916), 208. — -------
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16
use such a system with an agent in place of the priest.
Sumner advocated establishing posts in the heart of the 
Navaho land and bringing the people around the posts to in
struct them in agriculture and other useful arts. In this 
way he hoped to improve their economic condition and make 
stealing no longer necessary. Sumner’s plan was put into 
operation at Fort Defiance; seeds and agricultural imple
ments were distributed and instruction given in their use.
By March, 18.52 Sumner felt that some progress had been made, 
as the Navahos were perfectly quiet and planting extensively. 
He realized it would take time to put a stop to all depreda
tions, however, and wrote:

They are educated to believe that the steal
ing of horses is an act of prowess, and a few 
young men may occasionally band together for this 
purpose, but this propensity will soon wear out.

A few days later, on April 1, Sumner reported that the com
manding officer at Fort Defiance, Major Backus, maintained a
constant intercourse with the principal Navaho headmen and

17
through them was able to manage the whole tribe.

Even the civil officials at Santa Fe soon agreed that
Navaho raids had been checked. At the end of February,
Calhoun reported that no havoc had been committed by this

18
tribe since October, 1851. in April," Greiner reported that

16 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 328,334.
17' Abel, Correspondence of James Calhoun, p. 517.

Ibid., p. 488. In order to preserve this peace,
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the Navahos were tending to their farms and behaving like
good people ought to. On June 30, 1852 he again wrote:

Not a single depredation has been committed by 
any of the Indians in New Mexico for three months.
The "oldest inhabitant" cannot recollect the time 
when this could have been said with truth before.

Traders who penetrated the Navaho land as far as the Tunicha
Mountains and Canyon de Chelly returned with reports that

20
the Navahos were peacefully engaged in farming.

In September, 1852 William Carr Lane arrived in Santa
21

Fe to take over the office of civil governor. In his in
augural speech he praised the wise and vigorous measures 
which had been adopted to control the Indians and especially 
congratulated Sumner on the defensive measures he had taken, 
the result of which, Lane said, was peace and quiet on every 
part of the Indian frontier. Governor Lane continued the
policy of distributing gifts to the Indians on an even

22
larger scale than Calhoun. The policy of distributing

(cont.) Calhoun appointed S.M. Baird as special 
agent for the Navaho, stationing him at Jemez with instruc
tions to stop certain persons in that area who had been 
interferring with the Navahos.

19 Ibid-, P- 540.
Of) Abel, "Journal of John Greiner," pp. 203-206.
21 Abel, Correspondence of James Calhoun, pp. 538-542. 

Gov. Calhoun, who had been ill-for some time, died on his 
way back to the states. For a time Greiner performed the 
executive duties but came into conflict with Sumner, who as
sumed control over Indian affairs.

22 Ralph Bieber, "Letters of William Carr Lane, 1852-
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goods to the Indians led some citizens of New Mexico to
criticize Sumner. In February, 1853 the Santa Fe Weekly
Gazette charged that the peace had been bought with presents
rather than obtained through force of arms. Sumner, the
paper maintained, should have conquered the Indians rather

23
than buying them off. The Colonel, in turn, became very 
bitter about the inhabitants of New Mexico and even advo
cated withdrawing troops from the area and allowing the 
people to conduct the government in their own way under on
ly the general supervision of the United States. In regard 
to protection from the Indians in such an event, he wrote:

If the Mexicans should act justly by the 
Indians, there would be no difficulty; but if 
they did not and war should ensue, the Mexicans 
would always steal from the Indians quite as much 
as the Indians would steal from them, and there 
would be no losers in the end.24

Such reports led the Secretary of War to propose buying all
the land in New Mexico from the settlers, moving them to

22 (cont.) 1854," New Mexico Historical Review; III 
(1928), 183-184. Senate Executive Document 1. 33d Cong..1st sess., p. 439.

23 Santa Fe Weekly Gazette, Feb. 26, 1853.
24 House Executive Document 1, 32d Cong., 2d sess., 

pp. 23-261 As early as May, 1852 in a report to the Secre
tary of Y/ar, Sumner had characterized the people of New 
Mexico as "thoroughly debased with no latent quality about 
them that could ever make them respectable citizens.” He 
thought there were just about enough educated gentlemen with 
respectable families for magistrates and other officials. 
Such sentiments did not endear him to the people.
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some area more fit for human habitation, and giving the en-
25

tire region of the Rio Grand valley back to the Indians.
In spite of such drastic proposals, the United States troops 
were not removed from New Mexico, the Indians remained quiet, 
and the citizens of the Territory enjoyed an interval of 
peace.

The Navahos did nothing to disturb the peace until the 
spring of 1853. Then in March a band of them stole a small 
flock of sheep; in May more stock was stolen, two herders 
were killed, and two others captured; a little later, still 
another flock of sheep was stolen. Governor Lane immediately 
offered rewards for the capture of the offenders, and ap
pointed two special agents to attempt to settle the matter 
with the Navahos. When this failed, Lane wrote to Sumner 
about the absolute necessity of inflicting a severe chastise
ment upon the tribe. Sumner agreed with the Governor, and 
the Navahos were given until July 6 to surrender the mur
derer or suffer the consequences. The Navahos wished to 
avoid war, and immediately returned most of the stolen prop
erty and released the captives; they also offered to pay for
the murders, but claimed they were unable to surrender the

26
murderer because he had fled to the TJtes. Sumner

Congressional Gobe, 32d Cong., 2d sess., p. 103 Ap
pendix. Senate Report 156, p. 7; the value placed for the 
area was $2,700,000. The annual expenditure in the Territory 
on Indian affairs was $4,000,000.

26 F.D. Reeve, "The Government and the Navaho,"
New Mexico Historical Review; XIV (January, 1939), 101-103.
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reluctantly went ahead with plans for a campaign, but was 
replaced before the date set in his ultimatum. On July 1, 
1853 Lieutenant-Colonel Dixon S. Miles took over the com
mand of the Ninth Military Department, and in turn was sue-

27
ceeded by General John Garland on July 20, 1853. Governor 
Lane was also replaced by David Meriwether at this time.
The new officials, civil and military, adopted a more con
ciliatory attitude toward the Navahos. In view of the fact 
that most of the stolen stock had been returned and the
murderer evidently had gone beyond reach, the proposed cam-

28
paign against the Navahos was dropped.

Henry Linn Dodge was appointed agent for the Navahos 
early in the-spring of 1853. This was one of the best ap
pointments ever made by the United States Government in the 
history of relations with the Navahos. Dodge had long been 
a resident of New Mexico, and had been a member of Colonel 
Washington’s Navaho expedition of 1849; he therefore was

27 Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Arizona and New 
Mexico. XVII, 671.

28 The United States authorities in New Mexico were 
not too sure all the trouble was the fault of the Navahos 
at this time. Major Kendrick, commander at Fort Defiance, 
wrote that the owners of flocks were placing an almost ir
resistible temptation before the Navahos by grazing their 
sheep far into the Navaho country. He suggested that some 
clue to their reckless behaviour might be found in the 
remark by one owner, "If I lose my sheep, the government 
will pay for them." Reeve, op. cit. . p. 107.
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well acquainted with the Navahos and their problems. He 
immediately moved his agency from Jemez where his predeces
sors had lived, and established it among the Indians near 
Washington Pass, north of Port Defiance. Dodge married the 
niece of Zarcilia Largo, and as long as he lived he exer
cised a great influence on the Navahos. They placed much
confidence in him and remained at peace as long as he was 

30
among them.

Governor Meriwether in his annual report of September,
1854 stated that under the judicious management of agent
Dodge, there was little cause to complain about the Navaho.
He attributed most of the trouble to a few thieves who would
not be restrained, and especially to one troublesome band of
Navahos which had moved eastward to the neighborhood of the
Utes and the Jicarilia Apaches. Meriwether recommended that
a treaty be made with the Navahos which would define the
limits of their country. He also suggested that a specific
number of agricultural implements, provisions, and other
presents be distributed to the Navahos annually, and that
the amount of any depredations committed by them be deducted

31
from this amount.

29

29 Simpson, oj>. cit. , p. 7.
30 House Executive Document 2, 35th Cong., 2d sess.,

p. 541. Richard Van Valkenburgh and John C. McPhee, A 
Short History of the Navajo People, pp. 12-13. ~~

31 House Executive Document 1, 33d Cong., 2d sess.,
pp. 38-384. Congress did provide for an annual appropriation
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In July, 1855 Meriwether, under instructions from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, George W. Manypenny, nego
tiated a treaty with some fifteen hundred Navahos at Laguna 

32
Negra. At this council, Zarcilla Largo resigned as head 
chief and Manuelito was elected to his place. According to 
this treaty, the Navahos agreed to cede all lands outside 
certain boundaries and accept a reservation of 4,480,000

33acres in return for $102,000. After some objections, they
also agreed to surrender all offenders for punishment in the
future. This treaty was not ratified by the United States
Senate, however, partly because the people of New Mexico op-

34posed such a large reservation for the Navahos. This 
action did not further Navaho confidence in the Americans 
who made an agreement at one time and then a little later 
said it was not valid. No doubt they were puzzled by this 
government which was free to disregard a treaty made by its 
representatives, yet demanded that all Navahos observe any 
agreement signed by a few local leaders.

31 (cent.) of $5,000 to "assist the Indians to locate 
in permanent homes and better their condition." The money 
was used for hoes, axes, tobacco, seeds, brass wire, butcher 
knives, sugar, etc. TJhen officials became displeased with 
the Navahos, they refused to allow distribution of the 
goods. Reeve, ££. cit., pp. 109-110.

32 House Executive Document 1, 34th Cong., 1st sess..
pp. 526-528. ~

33 Senate Executive Doc. _5, 34th Cong., 1st sess., p.

^  Reeve, ojd. cit., pp. 109-110.

816 •
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In September, 1855 Meriwether reported that the Nava- 
hos were in a highly flourishing condition, stating that the 
men who had committed destruction in the past were not justi
fied by any considerable number of the people. As an exam
ple of their good behavior, he cited a case of the Navahos 
hanging the murderer of a Fort Defiance soldier upon the de
mand of agent Dodge. He also reported about five thousand 
acres of corn under cultivation in addition to wheat, pota
toes, and other vegetables. He was confident that with
careful governing, these people would become a happy and

35
prosperous tribe.

During the spring of 1856, a large band of sheep and 
a few cattle were stolen by a group of Navahos, and several 
of the persons in charge of the stock were killed. Agent 
Dodge then demanded of the chiefs and.headmen restitution 
of the stolen property and surrender of the murderers for 
trial, and Major Henry Lane Kendrick at Fort Defiance 
backed up this demand. The wealthy men of the tribe then 
partially indemnified the owners through contributions from 
their own flocks, and promised to pay the rest when they were 
able to do so, As usual, however, they were unable to sur
render the murderers, as they had fled. They maintained 
that the tribe should not be held responsible for the

35 House Executive Document 1, 34th Cong., 1st sess.,
pp. 506-508. ""
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36
conduct of a few wrongdoers. However, if the Americans 
desired to punish the innocent for crimes of the guilty, the 
troops might do so as the Navahos would not attempt to re
sist. The American officials hesitated to take action 
against the Navahos; a successful campaign would seriously 
retard the improvement of the tribe, and an unsuccessful one 
would arouse the Indians and render them not only hostile, 
but also confident of their military superiority to United 
States troops. No other depredations were committed during 
the next few months, and the officials decided that a very 
large majority of the tribe were peaceably disposed and
therefore it would not be wise to press for the surrender of

37
the murderers.

The Navahos remained quiet until late in 1856, when
they lost the services of their agent. Dodge was ambushed
and killed by a party of Apaches in November while he was

38
with a Navaho hunting party south of Zuni. This was un
fortunate for Navaho relations with the United States, as

36 Abel, "Journal of John Greiner," p. 208. On another 
occasion, the Navahos told Greiner they could not punish a 
wrongdoer very severely as the person punished would kill 
either himself or the one who had punished him; the rela
tives of the parties would then take up the quarrel, and 
more bloodshed would follow.

37 Senate Executive Document 5, 34th Cong., 3d sess..
p. 733.

38 House Executive Document 2, 35th Cong.. 1st
p. 578. • >sess
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Dodge had been one of the first agents to take an interest 
in the Indians and had held office long enough to gain the 
confidence of the Navahos. The agents to the Navahos were 
the only men in a position to maintain peaceful relations 
between the United States and the Indians, yet little atten
tion was paid to their selection by the government. Usually 
they were appointed to this post for political services rath' 
er than for any particular fitness for the position, and
then were changed just when they were about to be of ser- 

. 39vice. Several agents charged that the frequent changing
of officials was the great mistake in the Indian policy of

40
the United States.

After the death of Dodge, the Navahos were without an 
agent for some time. In August, 1857, Superintendent of 
Indian Affairs Colonel James L. Collins reported that since

39 John Greiner stated that the early agents were all 
selected for political influence. He said, "Me. Wingfield 
came here as agent because he was the friend of Mr. Dawson 
of Georgia; Mr. Wolley, an old man of seventy years of age, 
because he was the friend of Mr. Clay; Mr. Ueightman, be
cause he wished to be returned as delegate; and myself, be
cause I could sing a good political song." Senate Report 
156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 328. Even Dodge had great 
political influence as his father was Senator from Wis
consin and his brother was Senator from Iowa. Abel, Cor
respondence of Calhoun, p. 38.

4-0 In statements to a joint special committee of both 
houses of Congress in 1865, both John Greiner and John Ward 
said the management of Indian affairs in New Mexico had been 
constantly hindered by changing officials. During the first 
fourteen years after organization of the Indian department 
in New Mexico the office of superintendent was held by eleven 
different men, and the four agencies were handled by thirty- 
eight agents. Senate Report 156, op. cit., pp. 328,460.
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there had been no agent with the Mavahos during the year,
41

some destruction had been committed by them. He believed, 
however, that a large majority of the tribe was still in
clined to peace and would be willing to make any reasonable

42
sacrifice to maintain it.

In November, 1857 Major William T.H. Brooks assumed the 
command of Fort Defiance, relieving Kendrick. At that time 
perfectly peaceful relations existed between the Americans 
and the Navahos, and the latter were in the habit of making 
daily visits to the post. All remained quiet until the 
spring of 1858 when a dispute arose between the troops and 
Navahos over some grazing land.

Through agreement and general understanding, the mili
tary had been using four pieces of land as grass and hay 
fields for the post. During the very dry spring the Nava
hos began driving their stock onto this land to graze but 
the troops drove them off whenever they were discovered.
One day Manuelito came into the garrison and stated that in 
the future he intended to use all grasslands for his stock. 
Brooks informed him that a force would be sent out to kill 
all animals found trespassing on the post lands. Soon

^  Collins, a long-time resident of New Mexico, became 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs in 1857 when that office 
was separated from that of the Territorial governor. At the 
same time, Abraham R. Rencher became Governor.

42 House Executive Document 2, 35th Cong., 1st 
pp. 562-563. • >sess
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afterwards a force sent out under Captain George McLane dis
covered and killed seventy cattle on the disputed pasture. 
Several days later Zarcilla Largo came into the fort to in
quire about the cattle that had been killed. Brooks ex
plained that he intended to hold this land, and expected the 
Navahos to keep their stock off. After some discussion 
Largo left and Brooks was convinced the matter was settled.
The Navahos again began visiting the post, and for a time

43
peaceful relations were resumed.

During the first week in July, several incidents oc
curred which indicated growing tension between the Indians 
and the troops. A sentinel fired upon a Navaho to scare him 
away from a target where "he was picking up old bullets and 
balls. A few days later some Navahos fired eight arrows into 
one of the hay camps, killing a dog and shooting up the tent 
and bed of the soldier stationed there. Matters were 
brought to a head on July 12 when an Indian came into Fort 
Defiance and, for some real or imagined insult, shot and 
killed a Negro slave of Brooks. Major Brooks immediately 
sent for Zarcilla Largo and demanded that this assassin be 
given up for trial. At first Largo stalled for time and 
when Brooks expressed impatience with this delay, the chief 
retorted that Brooks ought not to be in such a hurry as it

43 All but one company had been withdrawn from Ft. De
fiance for an expedition against the Indians on the Gila 
River at the time Brooks arrived at the post. Senate 
Report 156. 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 491.
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was now six weeks since they had killed Manuelito’s cattle 
and nothing had been done to pay for them yet. Brooks then 
believed that war with the Havahos was inevitable, and began 
making preparations for taking the field. He wrote to Santa 
Fe and suggested that the Utes be encouraged to repeat their 
expeditions against the Havahos. He did not think it at all 
practicable to attempt war on one particular band of of
fenders , but felt that a general war was necessary to subdue 
the tribe.

Word was sent to the various headmen of the tribe to
come in for a council, but when the time came for the meet-

44
ing, only Largo and Herrero appeared. They looked on the 
affair from the standpoint of Navaho common law, and sug
gested the payment of blood money as this was the usual

45
Navaho practice in murder cases. Five thousand sheep were

46
offered as payment in this case. Brooks would not hear 
of this, and demanded the surrender of the murderer within 
twenty days or war would result. The Indians in turn de
manded the surrender of the Mexicans who had murdered a

44 is doubtful whether any of the other bands were 
notified of the council that was to be held. House Execu- 
tive Document 2, 35th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 294-296.

45 Richard Van Valkenburg and John C. McPhee, A Short 
History of the Navaho People, p. 14.

46 Congressional Globe, 39th Cong.. 1st sess.. Pt. 2. 
p. 1487.
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47 48
Navaho near Albuquerque, but this also was refused. Gen
eral Garland did not approve of the action taken by Brooks 
in this affair, but thought it bad policy not to enforce de
mands made to the Indians. Captain George McLane was sent 
with twelve men of the regular troops and a company of fifty 
Mexican spies under Captain Bias Lucero to reinforce Fort 
Defiance. Superintendent Collins agreed in this, but sent 
out Agent Samuel M. Yost with the detachment with instruc
tions to prevent hostilities until a council could be held

49
with the Navaho headmen. On the morning of July 29,
McLane came upon an encampment of Navahos at Ojo Oso, and
immediately attacked them. Agent Yost did not attempt to
prevent the fight as he had been instructed to do, but
watched the whole proceedings from his horse. He noted that
the spies were anxious for the fight and equally anxious for
booty. Several Indians were killed and McLane was wounded;
whereupon, the party pushed on to Fort Defiance and reported

50
an Indian attack. On the 1st of August, the Navahos sent

/ 47 On Feb. 5, 1858 two Mexicans followed a small party 
of-Navahos from Albuquerque, and in the immediate vicinity 
killed a woman and wounded one man. This affair greatly 
exasperated the Navahos. House Executive Document 2, 35th 
Cong., 2nd sess., p. 284.

48 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 334.
49 Ihid., p. 331.
50 House Executive Document 2, 35th Cong.. 2d sess.. 

PP. 298, 305-305:
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a man to the post to see if Major Brooks was satisfied now 
that two llavahos had been killed in return for the murder. 
Brooks replied that he would accept no substitute, and de
manded the surrender of the murderer as the price of peace.

Lieutenant-Colonel Dixon S. Miles arrived at Fort De
fiance on September 2, 1858 with a force of 12? men and took 
command of the post. Immediately he called a conference of 
the Navaho chiefs, and again made the demand that they sur
render the murderer but met with no results. After several 
such fruitless councils, Miles became impatient and informed 
the assembled headmen that this was the last time he would 
talk with them. He then determined to take the field on 
September 8. Later the same day Zareilla Largo came to the 
garrison and said the Navahos were in close pursuit of the 
criminal and would certainly bring him in dead or alive.
Soon he came back again and reported that the murderer had 
been wounded in capture and had died soon after. Brooks 
then sent a mule for the Navahos to use in bringing in the 
body. This the Indians did, with a great deal of display; 
but unfortunately, it was soon discovered that it was not
the body of the man they wanted but one of a Mexican cap- 

51
tive. When confronted with this, the Navahos admitted 
that it was true and declared the murderer had fled beyond

51 Ibid., p. 307.
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their reach and this was all they could or would do to 
52

avoid war. Miles refused to hold further council with 
the Indians, and immediately began operations against them.

Superintendent Collins did not entirely agree with the 
way matters had been handled, but was convinced war could 
not have been avoided in any event. Since an active cam
paign had been inaugurated, his only concern was that it 
would be concluded before the Navahos had been sufficiently 
subdued to make them a peaceful tribe in the future. He 
hoped that if they were well beaten at this time, they would 
give no more trouble and in a short time could be made a 
self-sustaining people. He was also convinced that he
should be present at the peace conference in order to bring

53about terms that would restrain the Indians in the future.
Miles began operations against the Navahos on September 

9, 1858 by marching a force of 309 troops toward Canyon de 
Chelly. The first day was uneventful, but on the second day 
the scouts brought in a Navaho man whom they had captured 
near the line of march. V/hen questioned, he stated the 
Navahos were gathering at Canyon de Chelly to resist the 
Americans. After shooting this man as a spy, Miles moved 
on and reached the canyon on the third day of the war. The 
next day Miles marched through a part of the canyon and

52 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 491-492.
53 Senate Executive Document 1, 35th Cone.. 2d sess..

P. 543.
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encamped in a cornfield near the mouth, where he was ap
proached by a headman with a white flag. The Navaho said 
the man they wanted was not there, and asked what the troops 
were doing in his field eating up his corn. Miles replied 
that he would talk with no Navaho until the murderer was 
surrendered. For several days Miles continued through the 
Navaho country, constantly harassed by Indians who fired on 
his rear guard. On September 15 he returned to Fort Defi
ance after having killed six Indians, wounded several more, 
captured six women and children and between five and six
thousand sheep. Two of his own men were killed and three 

54
wounded.

On September 25, 1858 Captain John P. Hatch led a 
night march from Fort Defiance and made a surprise attack on 
the camp of•Zarcilla Largo near Laguna Negra. About forty 
Navahos, armed with new firearms, defended the camp and a 
battle followed in which six Indians were killed before the 
others retreated. Largo, who was wounded in the engagement, 
fought coolly until he ran out of ammunition and was forced 
to retreat. After burning the wheat fields and personal 
belongings such as buffalo robes, blankets and saddles owned 
by the Navahos, the detachment returned to Fort Defiance. 
Hatch credited much of his success in this raid to the fact 
that the Navahos were using firearms for the first time and

54 House Executive Document 2, 35th Cone:. . 2d sess. .
PP. 309-33I:
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55
were unaccustomed to their use.

In October, Major Electus Backus was ordered into the 
Navaho country with a large force. He had instructions to 
destroy and drive from the land every vestige of the Nava
ho s , and had been warned that the warriors would make pre
tensions of resistance in order to draw the troops away from 
their families and herds. "Seek then their families and
flocks, and when you find them the Navajoes will fight to de-

56
fend them and not before," he was told. Backus, who was
in sympathy with the Navahos, was not the man to carry out
such drastic orders. All he did was take a large force of
troops and a band of Ute scouts under Chief White Horse down
the Chinle as far as Mexican Water and returned to Fort De-

57fiance without inflicting any serious damage on the Navahos.
On October 17, 18.58 a force of three hundred mounted 

Navahos attacked the post herd at Fort Defiance, killing 
two men and driving away sixty head of horses and mules.
The following day, Miles set out in pursuit with 250 troops 
and 160 Indian auxiliary forces. The latter were to be 
compensated with a small ration and whatever plunder they 
could take from the Navahos. Not much was accomplished on 
this expedition, however, as the auxiliaries proved to be

55 Ibid., pp. 318-319.
56 Ibid., pp. 320-321.
57 Van Valkenburg and McPhee, oj>. cit., p. 15.
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more interested in gathering booty than in chasing the 
Navaho warriors. Manuelito’s camp was attacked and destroy
ed, and one hundred horses taken before Miles returned to 

58
headquarters.

The Navahos then sued for peace and on November 20
Miles entered into a thirty-day armistice with the tribe.
Superintendent Collins was of the opinion that this was a
mistake, and held that now hostilities had been started they
should be continued until the Navahos were completely sub-

59
dued. However, he and Colonel Benjamin L.3. Bonneville 
went out and met the Navaho headmen at Fort Defiance, con
cluding another peace treaty with the people on December 25, 

60
1858.

The Navahos agreed to restore or pay for all property 
taken by them since August 15, 1858, release their Mexican 
and Pueblo captives, and allow the troops to establish posts 
in their country. The military posts were to have the right 
to reserve for their own use grazing and farm lands. An 
eastern boundary for the Navaho land was also established by

58 Senate Executive Document 1, 35th Cong., 2d sess.,
pp. 309-313, 320, 324-326": " ~

59 On Sept. 16, 1858 Bonneville assumed the command of 
the Department of New Mexico, relieving Garland. House 
Executive Document 2, 35th Cong., 2d sess., p. 300.

60 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 331.
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61
this treaty. The murder which had been the cause of the
war was not mentioned, but an attempt was made to impress
the tribe with their need for collective responsibility and
some sort of central control. To this end, the Navahos
elected Herrero as their chief and agreed to recognize him
as their leader. The conference then broke up, and the
Americans hoped that peace would follow. Collins had noted
one important fact, however— not all the Navahos had sent
representatives to this council, and the ones present were

62
only those who were inclined to be peaceful. Once again 
an agreement had been made with one group in the fond hope 
that the whole tribe would forget their burned hogans and 
make peace with the white men.

Through the winter of 1859'the peace was unbroken and 
some sheep were returned by the Navahos, although some un
kind individuals claimed they were only the poor ones which 
had been culled from the Navaho flocks. In May, 1859 two 
cases of Navaho depredation were reported but otherwise all 
remained peaceful. Meanwhile the Navaho agents were changed 
regularly; R.Y. Cowart was assigned to the Navahos in

The boundary agreed upon ran north from Piscado 
Springs at the head of the Zuni River to Ojo Oso, from there 
to the Escondido ruins fifteen miles west of Pueblo Bonito 
in Chaco Canyon, and from there to the junction of the Chaco 
and San Juan.

Prank D. Reeve, "The Federal Indian Policy in New 
Mexico, 1858-1880," New Mexico Historical Review; XII (1937), 
pp. 229-230.
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63
December, 1858; and in April, 1859 Major Alexander Baker 
was appointed to that tribe as temporary agent.

In May, 1859 Baker and Major John S. Simonsen sent 
word to the Navahos to meet at Fort Defiance for a council. 
Herrero and the principal men of the tribe did not attend 
the first two meetings, and Baker refused to transact any 
business. Finally Herrero came to meet the Americans but 
refused to enter the fort; therefore, the council was held 
in the woods nearby. Herrero resigned as head chief, but 
the Navahos refused to recognize anyone else as their lead
er. When Baker presented a paper which required the return 
of all property stolen since the conclusion of peace, Her
rero and Largo refused to sign and prevented the other head
men from doing so, although they did agree to accept the

6k
terms of the paper.

During the spring and summer of 1859, several peaceful 
military parties were sent to scout through the Navaho coun
try. In July, Major Oliver L. Shepherd led an expedition 
of five companies south and west of Fort Defiance through

63 Cowart, like Yost before him, was a political ap
pointee from the East who had neither ability nor experience 
in Indian affairs and was motivated largely by a desire for 
profit. Ibid., pp. 232-233.

64 It may be that the Navahos were hesitant to sign a 
paper which they were unable to read, the contents of which 
they knew only through the white man's explanation. Many 
of the Navahos had been very displeased with the results of 
the treaty of December, 1858. Senate Executive Document 1, 
36th Gong., 1st sess.', p. 176.



90

the region around the Hopi villages. Upon his return he re
ported that the Navahos in the area were friendly to Ameri
cans. On July 18, agent Baker accompanied Captain John G. 
Vfalker on another expedition which passed through Canyon de 
Che11y from one end to the other, then moved on down the 
Chinlee to the San Juan River. After following the river 
for some distance, the party turned south and marched 
through the Tunicha Mountains back to Fort Defiance. Baker 
stated that the Navahos were anxious to show him every part 
of their country, but did not want the military to pass 
through. Baker was impressed with the Navaho crops he 
saw on this scout, and reported seeing over two thousand 
acres of corn under cultivation as well as fields of wheat 
and vegetables. He was also surprised at the number of
Navahos encountered, and said their total population far ex-

65
ceeded what he had expected.

On his return to Fort Defiance, Baker found he had 
been replaced by Silas F. Kendrick and was to leave the 
Navaho country. He felt a mistake had been made in this, 
and wrote:

I am sorry I did not receive the appointment 
of full agent for these people. It is a great mis
fortune that their agents have been changed so

65 Many Navahos were convinced they equaled the Amer
icans in numbers and strength. This idea persisted among 
some until World War II. Ibid., pp. 716-717.
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frequently; they complain very heavily of it, and 
are much opposed to my leaving them. I have made 
many warm friends among some of the principal men 
of the tribe, and they seem to be much pleased with 
and devoted to me. I have no hesitation in saying 
that if I had been allowed to remain with the In
dians one year, I could have managed them without 
any difficulty whatsoever.

He also wrote that it was absolutely necessary for the 
Navaho agent to have a house separate from the military 
buildings of the fort, so that the agent might be separate 
and distinct from the military. If this was not done, he 
maintained, the agent would remain dependent upon the gen-66
erosity, or lack of generosity, of the officers at the post.

The United States continued to send scouting parties 
into the Navaho country. In August, Captain H.B. Schroeder 
with a command of forty-five mounted riflemen and fifteen 
friendly Indians explored the region northeast of Fort De
fiance while looking for cattle thieves. In September, 
Shepherd scouted southeast of Fort Defiance as far as the 
San Mateo Mountains. At the same time, Captain Walker with 
two companies of infantry and two companies of mounted
riflemen explored the area around Marsh Pass in the western

6?
Navaho country.

The Navahos were not intimidated by the military parties

66 Ibid., pp. 716-719.
6? A.B. Bender, "Frontier Defense in the Territory of 

New Mexico, 1853-1661," New Mexico Historical Review; IX,
4 (October 1934), 365.
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that patrolled their country. In September, Collins wrote 
that the Indians remained restless and four murders had been 
committed by them since the conclusion of peace in December, 
1858. He was of the opinion that the only successful policy 
which could be adopted was the rigid enforcement of the 
treaty of 1858. He believed the military should immedi
ately punish every robbery and murder if the Navahos were to68
be kept under control. Colonel Bonneville, however, was

69
more removed from the public demand for war and hesitated 
to take action against the Navahos. He estimated the actual 
number of Navaho troublemakers to be as few as eighteen or 
twenty men, and maintained this was a small number for any 
society. Bonneville was of the opinion that a war would 
destroy all Navaho means of support, and would convert ten 
thousand self-sustaining people into robbers or wards of the 
government. He attributed much of the disquiet to the fre
quent change of agents, and hoped peaceful relations could 
be maintained if an agent were allowed to remain with the 
tribe.

In an attempt to reach an agreement with the Navahos, 
agent Kendrick held three councils with them during September,

68 Senate Executive Document 1, 36th Cong., 1st sees.,
p. 707. :

69 The people of New Mexico were demanding a Navaho 
war at this time, and great pressure was brought to bear on 
public officials to take action. When asked why they de
sired war, many people had only the answer that the Navaho 
had a great many sheep, horses and children.
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1859 and demanded the payment of claims amounting to about 
$14,000 and the surrender of certain murderers. The Nava- 
hos already had paid part of the claims against them, and 
now presented the agent with claims for losses they had suf
fered during retaliatory raids. Kendrick would not consider 
the Navaho claims, and gave the tribe thirty days to make 
payment or a war would result. He then asked Shepherd to 
enforce this ultimatum with the troops stationed at Fort De
fiance. Before this period had elapsed, Shepherd received 
instructions to take all available forces from Fort Defi
ance and strike an effective blow against the Navahos, one
sufficient to put an end to depredations but not start a 

70
general war.

Bonneville was replaced by Colonel Thomas T. Fauntleroy
as commander of the Department of New Mexico on October 15,
1859 and action against the Navahos was delayed while the
new commander studied the situation. Fauntleroy regarded
many claims for compensation for Navaho raids as greatly

71
exaggerated, and in some cases unfounded in fact. Mean
while, extended scouts were carried on by Shepherd and 
Walker. On November 1, Shepherd took three companies of

70 Reeve, o^. cit., pp. 235-238. Both Shepherd and 
Simonson pointed out that a Navaho war would give certain 
people an opportunity to plunder the Indians under the guise 
of legality.

71 House Executive Document 69, 36th Cone:.. 1st sess. .
p. 318. -------------



95

infantry and a detachment of mounted riflemen on a punitive
expedition from Fort Defiance. This expedition made long
marches through the Navaho country, suffering severely from
the intense cold, but all that v/as accomplished was two
Indians killed, six wounded, and two women taken prisoner.
Upon Shepherd’s return a band of Navahos stole the flock
of public sheep from the fort. Lieutenant William D.
Whipple and agent Kendrick at once pursued the Indians with
a detachment of 148 men. In the Tunicha Mountains they came
upon a small party of Kavahos driving sheep, and took from
them as many sheep as had been stolen from the public flock;

72
they also recaptured a number of horses.

In the fall of the year a tribal council was called by
the Navaho headmen. From all parts of the country Navahos
traveled to Tsin Sikaad, not far from present-day Chinlee,
where ceremonies were held. Zarcilla Largo then spoke to
the assembled Navahos of the long warfare they had carried
on with the Mexicans and of the sufferings of the Navahos
at the hands of the people of New Mexico:

Women of my family are now slaves weaving 
blankets for the Mexicans. And in the last big 
ripening, soldiers burned my hogans and corn 
fields. With you I have suffered.73

72 House Executive Document 1, 36th Cong., 2d sess.,
pt. 2, p. 199.- :

73 Van Valkenburgh, ojd. city, pp. 4-8.



96

Manuelito then jumped up, stripped and painted for war, and 
urged the people to resist the American soldiers who pro
tected the people of New Mexico:

We will stop this suffering. I will lead the 
Navaho ... have I not just returned from Cubero?
Did we not steal women and horses from under the 
very eyes of the soldiers camped there? These few 
men who have invaded Navaholand cannot defeat us if 
we fight.

The young warriors agreed with this speech, and the next 
four days were spent in bragging of victories over the white 
men. At last even the Navahos inclined toward peace began to 
agree with the ones.who advocated war with the United States 
forces. When the tribe agreed to hostilities with the in
vaders , Largo made one last attempt to persuade the people 
that they would not be successful in a war against the Amer
icans :

For four days the war chiefs led by the elo
quent Naba Jihlta have been stirring you up to 
fight these people. Now you have agreed to follow 
them instead of the peace chiefs, vfith this my 
power is gone. No longer can I sing Going-to-YJar 
songs. For as with many of you— I am going to 
die!

After warning the Navahos of what would take place if they
74

pursued a policy of war against the United States,

74 "Last night I had a dream. The four sacred mountains 
were smothered in a black fog. Inside the whole of the 
Navajo country was void. No Navajo moved in the sandy des
erts, on" the spruce tipped mountains, or in the deep canyons. 
All that broke the silence was the howl of the wolves and 
the whining of the Black wind of Death." Ibid. pp. k-7.
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Zarcilla Largo called for his horse and left the council. 
Ganados Muchos and a few others were influenced by Zarcilla 
Largo and refused to take part in a war. The others fol
lowed Manuelito and, scoffing at Zarcilla Largo’s warnings,
made plans for attacking Fort Defiance and driving out the 

75
Americans.

Under the leadership of Manuelito, chief of the Navahos 
west of the Chuska Mountains, Barboncito, chief of the 
eastern Navahos, Herrero and others, the Navaho attacks were 
better planned and executed than before and grew successive
ly bolder. In January, I860 a wagon train and escort under 
Lieutenant William Dickinson was repeatedly attacked by a 
force of from fifty to sixty Navahos, who were repulsed only 
after a long engagement. Early in February, several bands 
crossed the Rio Grande in the Valverde region and captured 
large numbers of sheep. Lieutenant-Colonel Andrew Porter, 
commander at Fort Craig, sent out several detachments to 
pursue the Navahos and recapture sheep. Captain George 
McLane took a detachment of mounted riflemen in pursuit of 
one band which had stolen twelve or ten thousand sheep and 
started for the Rio Grande. The Navahos, who were on foot, 
abandoned some seven or eight thousand sheep and crossed

75 yen Valkenburgh and McPhee, ojd. cit., p. 16.
Senate Executive Document 1 , 36th Cong., 1st sess., p. 707.
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with the rest at the jjass of Ojo del Muerto; here they were
overtaken and dispersed by McLane. At Fort Defiance the
Navahos fought wood parties when they were sent out, and on
February 8, i860 a force of five hundred Navahos surrounded
and attacked the post cattle herd within seven miles of the
fort. The attack was made early in the morning, and the
guard of fifty men was forced to fight desperately for two
hours before reinforcements approached and the Navahos re- 

76
treated.

On April 30 the long-planned attack was made on Fort 
Defiance. Under cover of darkness, the Navaho leaders 
placed one group of warriors on a hill above the east side 
of the post, within short firing distance of the garrison. 
Another group was moved up the ravine on the southwest cor
ner of the fort to where the corrals and magazines were lo
cated, and a third force was placed along the slopes on the 
western and northwestern side of the fort where they took 
shelter behind garden fences, woodpiles, and the rear of the 
sutler’s store. During the night the Indian watchman at 
the fort noticed movements near the establishment and noti
fied the commanding officer, Major Shepherd. The commander 
did not think the Navahos would have the courage to attack 
the fort, but took the precaution of having the troops 
alerted. Suddenly out of the pre-dawn darkness, two thousand

• >76 Ibid., 2d sess pp. 200-203
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yelling Havahos poured a heavy fire of arrows and bullets 
into the fort and, as the pickets retreated, forced their 
way into the sutler’s store. The troops turned out at once 
and took their positions of defense without confusion, al
though they were under heavy fire.

Lieutenant John M. Hildt attempted to take the garden 
on the.west side of the post, but was driven back. After 
heavy fighting, the fort was cleared of the invaders but as 
soon, as there was a little light the Havahos could be seen 
in force on the hills above the fort. When Company C formed 
to attack, it was immediately dispersed by fire from the 
heights on the east. Finally Company B under Lieutenant 
William Dickinson scaled the rocky hill and scattered the 
Indians. In the confusion and half-light, the troops fired
on each other while the Havahos made good their escape on

77
horses.

When the Secretary of War received Shepherd’s report
of the attack on Fort Defiance, he ordered active operations
against the Havahos as soon as possible.

A winter campaign with infantry, if inaug
urated with secrecy and prosecuted with vigor, 
will prove the shortest and most effective plan 
of operations.

He further instructed that only regular troops be used, and 

77 Ibid., pp. 52-55.

208855-
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specifically prohibited the use of volunteers in the In- 
78

dian country. The latter instructions reopened the old 
controversy between military and civil officials in New 
Mexico. The Territorial Legislature passed a law authoriz
ing the organization and conduct of a volunteer expedition 
in the spring of I860, and Governor Rencher then authorized 
the formation of two companies of volunteers. Fauntleroy 
refused to provide ammunition for volunteers, and threatened
to withdraw the regular troops if a volunteer expedition

79
entered the Navaho country.

In spite of threats, unauthorized expeditions into the
Navaho country by companies of New Mexican citizens were
very frequent. They were virtually slave raids and women,
children, sheep, and cattle were brought back for sale in 

80
New Mexico. Manuel Pino and Manuel Chaves led a force 
of about four hundred men into the Navaho country in the 
spring of i860. Another party of about fifty raiders, 
guided by members of Sandoval’s band, moved to raid the 
Navaho summer camps. After hurrying the women and children 
off into the canyons with the flocks, Manuelito and Zarcilla 
Largo prepared an ambush for the invaders. The Navaho trap

Ibid., pp. 60-6l.
79 Bender, o£. cit., p. 371.

80 Barbara Aitken, "Folk History and Its Raw Material," 
New Mexico Historical Review; VI, 1+ (October 1931), 377.
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was successful, and high in the Chuska Mountains the Mexican
81

band was surprised and very nearly wiped out. Meanwhile 
the Navahos carried hostilities into the settlements bor
dering their country. Late in July an expedition crossed 
the Rio Grande and moved within ten miles of Santa Fe, re
turning in triumph after an engagement with the Mexicans.
Other bands rode up and down the Rio Grande looting and 

82
robbing.

The United States moved reinforcements into New Mexico 
from Utah during the middle of August, I860; whereupon

83
Fauntleroy set about organizing a large Navaho expedition.
He hoped to move into the Indian country rapidly enough to
surprise the Navahos and destroy their crops, then withdraw
in the middle of November before cold weather came. If84
necessary, he could resume operations in the spring. Ute 
Indians were employed to act as spies and guides for the

Richard Van Valkenburgh, ’’Massacre in the Mountains, ’’ 
Desert Magazine; VI (February, 1943), 18-22.

House Executive Document 1, 36th Cong., 2d sess.,
pp. 60-621

Troops moved into New Mexico from Utah included two 
companies of the Second Dragoons, the Fifth and Seyenth 
regiments of infantry, and two companies of the Tenth In
fantry. Ibid., p. I89.

84 The War Department still urged a winter campaign.
”A winter campaign, though inconvenient, would afford the 
most prompt means of attaining the object. Make an effort 
to inspire with fear through decisive blows rather than im
poverish and turn them into robbers. Capture horses but 
not stock. Do not destroy crops. Try to prevent armed bands 
of New Mexicans from entering the country.” Ibid., pp.64-6.5.
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regular troops and also entered the Navaho country in a 
separate hand under Albert Pfeiffer, sub-agent stationed at 
Abiquiu. While making preparations for a Navaho campaign, 
Fauntleroy still was not convinced that the Navahos were 
entirely responsible for all the trouble in New Mexico. In 
his report of the preparations being taken to subdue the 
Navahos, he added:

The unfortunate relations which have rendered 
these operations necessary, and which will pro
bably occasion much sufferings to all concerned in 
them, may be justly attributed in part to a system 
of retaliatory and predatory incursions which has 
been carried on by the people of this Territory 
against the Navajoes for some time past, and which 
has been sanctioned by the territorial governor.

He also expressed doubt as to the future because citizen
companies of volunteers were arming in many parts of the
Territory for the avowed purpose of invading the Navaho 

85
country.

An expedition of six mounted and nine infantry com
panies, including Ute and Pueblo Indians and Mexicans as 
well as regular United States troops, under the command of 
Colonel Edward R.S. Canby moved into the Navaho country in 
the fall of I860. In the action which ensued, the Navahos 
suffered heavily in life and property and in women and 
children taken captive. The troops remained in the field 
until February when an armistice of three months was agreed

85 Ibid., pp. 64-65
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upon. The armistice was later extended until February, 1862
86

but hostilities continued.
During the months that followed Canby's inconclusive 

campaign, several volunteer parties entered the Navaho coun
try in defiance of both the civil and military authorities 
in New Mexico. One regiment of three hundred mounted men 
under M.L. Cotton raided the Navahos, burned their crops, 
and returned with many flocks and captives, mostly women and 
children. Another party of Utes and Mexicans led by agent
Pfeiffer also raided the Navahos, returning with stock and 

87
captives. This warfare prevented the Navahos from plant
ing for the third year in succession, and by the fall of

88
1861 the tribe was near the end of its food supply.

With the outbreak of the Civil War, Colonel Canby re
placed Colonel William W. Loring as commander of the Depart-

89
ment of New Mexico. Soon after, all troops were withdrawn
from the Navaho country with the exception of two companies

90
left to garrison Fort Fauntleroy at Ojo Oso. Fort

^  Senate Executive Document 1, 37th Cong., 2d sess.,
PP. 733-734.

Gov. Bencher claimed certain speculators, backed by 
a few federal officials including Supt. Collins, were respon
sible for the unauthorized raids. Bender, 0£. city, p . 372.

88 Ibid., pp. 734-735.
89 Loring assumed command of the Department on Mar. 22, 

1861 and hoped to enlist support of the region for the Con
federacy. Failing in this, he left June 11, 1861 and joined 
the Confederate forces in Texas. War of the Rebellion, 
Series I, I, 599-606.
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Defiance was abandoned in July, 1861.

Early in September the Navahos in an effort to make 
peace with the people of New Mexico sent a delegation of 
about thirty men to Santa Fe to meet with the Americans.
In a conference with Canby, Collins, and the new governor 
of New Mexico, Henry Connelly, the Indians stated that the 
tribe was unanimously in favor of peace, and said they had 
come authorized to make terms. Little came of the meeting, 
however, and Collins wrote that he attached no importance 
to any agreement entered into with the Navahos, as they had 
no concept of moral responsibility. He was also of the 
opinion that the Navahos would either have to be exter
minated or placed upon a reservation. He considered the 
latter more desirable and claimed that the cost of one cam
paign such as the one made in the winter of 1861 would more
than meet all the expenses incident to placing the entire

92
tribe on a suitable reservation.

In spite of Collins' distrust of the tribe, the Navahos 
remained peaceful and hundreds daily visited Fort Fauntleroy 
to receive rations of meat and flour. The troops at the 
post frequently amused themselves with horse racing and

90 Fort Fauntleroy was later renamed Fort Lyon, and 
is the present Fort Wingate.

91 Bancroft, o£. cit., p. 677. Charles F. Goan, A_
History of New Mexico,~T7 362. ~

92 Senate Executive Document 1, 37th Con«.. 2d sess..
PP. 734-735:
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betting with the Indians, until one day when a dispute arose 
over a race and violence resulted. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Francisco Chaves, the commander of the fort, ordered the 
troops out and Navaho men, women and children were shot and

93bayoneted indiscriminately. In the affair twelve or fif
teen Navahos were killed and others wounded. After this 
massacre the only Navahos who remained around the post were 
mistresses of officers. Chaves, in an effort to make peace 
with the Indians, sent several of these women to talk with 
the Navaho leaders but the only result they obtained was a 
good flogging. The Navahos refused to be appeased and re
mained hostile, attacking troops from the fort whenever pos- 

94
sible.

As acts of violence continued to be committed both by 
Navahos and the people of New Mexico, Canby realized steps 
would have to be taken to settle the conflict. He contended 
that a few individuals on both sides were causing most of 
the trouble. Navaho raids, he wrote, were aggravated if 
not caused by similar acts committed by an irresponsible 
portion of the New Mexican population. Unfortunately, the 
better class of New Mexicans were the ones who suffered in

93 Sgt. Nicholas Eodt who was present arrested one 
soldier for killing a woman and two children. The man was 
immediately released and Hodt reprimanded for interferring. 
Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 314.

94 Loc. cit.
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the Navaho retaliatory raids because they were the ones who 
had property to be stolen. In the same manner, the irre
sponsible Navahos who had no property to lose raided the 
settlements and the peace-loving, propertied Navahos suf
fered the consequences. Canby proposed the isolation of the 
peaceful Navahos in communities where they could be pro
tected and the waging of war against the remainder of the 
tribe. He opposed a general war against the tribe as a 
whole on the grounds that it would reduce them all to pover
ty and thievery, and make it necessary either to exterminate
them or remove and colonize them at some place isolated from

95
the other inhabitants of New Mexico.

As the Confederate Army of New Mexico moved up the Rio
Grande from Texas, little attention was given to the Indians
of .the Territory and during the winter of 1862 the Navahos
overran the region, committing depredations in all direc-

96
tions. After the withdrawal of the Confederate forces
under Brigadier-General Henry H. Sibly in April, 1862, the
United States took steps to subdue the Navahos and put a

97stop to the hostilities of this powerful tribe.

95 war of the Rebellion, IV, 75-77.
96 jn the spring of 1862, Zarcilia Largo was killed in 

a Zuni ambush and the Navahos lost their one great peace 
chief. Van Valkenburgh and McPhee, ojd. ait., p. 18.

97 y/ar of the Rebellion, %V, 576-.581.



CHAPTER 7 

THE NAVAHO WAR

Brigadier General James H. Carleton assumed command of 
the Department of New Mexico on September 18, 1862 and im
mediately took steps to put an end to the Indian troubles 
of the Territory. Moving first against the Mescalero 
Apaches, Carleton sent Colonel Christopher Carson with five 
companies of New Mexico Volunteers to re-occupy Fort 
Stanton near Hot Spring, New Mexico. He also established a 
post for operations against the Navahos on the Gallo River
at a site which had been selected by Canby and named it 

1
Fort Wingate.

When Kit Carson succeeded in defeating the Mescaleros 
and began to send them to the Bosque Redondo Reservation at 
Fort Sumner, the Navahos became alarmed and sent a delega
tion of eighteen headmen to visit Carleton at Santa Fe to 
ask for a treaty of peace. Carleton refused to make a

1 The War of the Rebellion; A Compilation of the Of
ficial Records oT the Union an? Confederate Armies, SerTes 
1, TV, 576. For? Wingate was built by civilian employees 
and New Mexico Volunteers under the command of Lt. Col. 
Francisco Chaves, and was named after Capt. Benjamin Wingate 
who had been killed at Valverde in 1861. Richard Van Valken- 
burgh and John C. McPhee, A Short History of the Navaho 
People, p. 19. “
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treaty with the Navaho delegates and sent them home to In
form their people they would have to give guarantees other 
than their word that the peace would be kept, as he had no 
faith in their promises. He also informed them that if they
did not return, he would assume they had chosen the alterna- 

2
tlve of war. As the Navahos who wanted peace with the
United States had no way to compel the hostile Navahos to
stop their raids, they had no choice but to prepare for war.

After the defeat of the Mescalero Apaches, Carleton
turned his attention to the Navahos and on June 15, 1863
Carson was ordered to move his command to a point in the

3
Navaho country known as Pueblo Colorado and from there to

4"prosecute a vigorous war upon the men of this tribe."
Carson found that the area around Pueblo Colorado was un
suitable for an army post, and returned to old Fort Defi-

5ance which he re-established and named Fort Canby.
On June 23, 1863 Carleton sent word to the Navaho head

men, Barboncito and Delgadito, that they and all peaceful 
Navahos would have until July 20 to come to Fort Wingate to 
be moved to the Bosque Redondo Reservation on the Pecos in

2 Senate Report 156. 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 103.
3 Pueblo Colorado was in the vicinity of present-day 

Kin Li Ghee.
4 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 245.
5 Van Valkenburgh and MoPhee, op. cit., pp. 22-23.
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eastern New Mexico. If they did not do this, he explained, 
the troops would be unable to distinguish the peaceable 
Navahos from the hostile, and would be forced to make war 
against all. Carleton emphatically declared that there 
was no other alternative for the Navahos but to surrender 
and go to the Bosque Redondo:

Gto to the Bosque Redondo, or we will pursue 
and destroy you. We will not make peace with you 
on any other terms. You have deceived us too 
often and robbed and murdered our people too long 
to trust you again at large in your own country.
This war shall be pursued against you if it takes 
years, now that we have begun, until you cease to 
exist or move. There can be no other talk on the
subject.6
Carleton then sent orders to the post at Albuquerque

to detach a company of infantry to scour the eastern slopes
of the Sandia Mountains from the Placer Mountains south to
Tejerras Canyon for all Navahos in that region. Similar
instructions were sent to the garrison at Los Pinos, which
was to search the eastern slopes of the Manzano Mountains
north to Tejerras Canyon. The troops at Fort Sumner were
Instructed to hunt for Navahos in the area around the Per-

7dinales Mountains.
Early in August 1863, Carson opened the campaign 

against the Navahos from Fort Canby. He inaugurated a

6 Senate Report 156. 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 116,

7 Ibid.. pp. 123, 129.
139
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system of constant patrolling of the Navaho country by 
small scouting parties, with occasional skirmishes when In
dians were encountered. With the object of wearing out the 
Navahos, Carson captured sheep, goats and horses, destroyed 
fields of com, wheat, beans, pumpkins and other vegetables, 
and cut down peach orchards. Many food storage pits were 
located and their contents destroyed so as to cut off the 
winter food supplies of many families. Detachments of 
troops were sent to guard all known water springs to pre
vent the watering of flocks by the Navahos. Whenever Nava- 
hos were found, all men capable of bearing arms were killed 
and the women and children were sent to Fort Canby and later 
moved to the Bosque Redondo. Of great assistance to Carson 
in this campaign was Captain Asa B. Carey, a West Point of
ficer who helped the Colonel in such military procedures as8
making reports and disciplining the troops.

Simultaneously with the operations of troops in the 
Navaho country from Fort Canby, bands of Tabeguaohe and 
Mohuache Utes descended upon the Navahos from the north, 
killing the people and carrying off their children and 
stock. The new superintendent of Indian affairs, Dr.
Michael Stack, reported that during the first ten days of 
August, 1863 the Utes killed thirty Navahos and brought in

8 Edwin L. Sabin, Kit Carson Days 1809-1868. pp. 710-712
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sixty children of both sexes, as well as thirty horses and
two thousand sheep. In September, Steok reported that the

9
TJtes had captured forty more Navaho children. Other Utes 
served as scouts and guides for Carson’s command, and he 
suggested that they be encouraged and rewarded for their in
valuable services in tracking down and killing Navahos by
being allowed to keep as slaves all women and children cap- 

10
tured. This was the customary practice, he argued, and 
the Navahos would be well off, as the Utes probably would 
sell them to New Mexican families who would take good care 
of them. Furthermore, he pointed out, if the Navahos were 
thus distributed, they would lose all collectiveness of in
terest which they would retain if they were kept together 
as a tribe at Fort Sumner. Carleton was unmoved by this 
reasoning and ordered Carson to send all captives— men, 
women and children--on to Fort Sumner as soon as possible. 
However, to encourage the troops and Indian auxiliaries, he
ordered twenty dollars paid as prize money for each horse or11
mule turned in and one dollar for each sheep.

9 Senate Report 156. 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 250- 
252. War of the Rebellion, ojd. cit., x m ,  Ft. 1, 233.

Some Utes had already become angry and gone home 
because Carson would not allow them to keep all the proper
ty they had taken from the Navahos. Raymond E. Lindgren,
"A Diary of Kit Carson’s Navaho Campaign, 1863-1864,”
New Mexico Historical Review; XXI, No. 3 (July, 1946), 231.

11 War of the Rebellion. 0£. cit.. XXVI, Ft. 1, 234-236
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The Pueblos took advantage of the Navaho war; bands
from Isleta, Ztml, Sandla, and other villages made war on
the hard-pressed Navahos, returning home laden with scalps 

12
and spoils. Many Zuni Indians served as spies and guides 
for the United States forces, and Carson spoke highly of 
their zeal and ability. Captain Rafael Chacon was less im
pressed with their value; he accused them of stealing horses
and then leading the troops in the wrong direction to cover 

13their crime. The Hopi Indians also made war on their old 
oppressors and killed many Navahos. The men of First Mesa 
captured one band of Navahos, intending to turn them over 
to Carson; however, past depredations had so enraged the 
Hppi that they decided to kill their prisoners. They pre
pared a feast and, while the Navahos were eating, Hopi wo
men armed with large manos took places behind each prisoner
and upon a given signal hit each one on the head. The

14
bodies were then thrown over a cliff.

Meanwhile Carson continued his operations from Fort 
Canby, and detachments of troops made scout after scout in 
search of the Navahos. Many scouts were fruitless and re
sulted in little more than the wearing out and shooting of

12 Van Valkenburgh and McPhee, op. pit., p. 23.
13 War of the Rebellion, op. pit., XXVI, Pt. 1, 256-258.
1/f Katharine Bartlett, "Hopi History No. 2, the Navajo 

Wars, 1823-1870.” Museum Notes; VIII (January, 1936), 35.
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mounts. Others were more successful; Navaho men were
killed and occasionally scalped, while women, children and

15
stock were brought to the fort. The troops stationed at 
Fort Wingate also operated against the Navahos, although 
not with the results Oarleton desired. At one time he 
wrote, "Shall the Indians always get the best of Fort Win
gate troops?"^

The following excerpts from Oarleton*s report on the 
Navaho War give a picture of the scope of the operations 
during the fall of 1863.

August 19. 1863: Colonel Christopher
Carson reports that he left camp near Canon 
Bonita, August 5, 1863, on a scout for thirty 
days. On the first day out sent Sergeant Romero 
with fifteen men after two Indians seen in the 
vicinity; he captured one of their horses; the 
Indians made their escape. On the night of the 
4th instant Captain Pfeiffer captured eleven 
women and children, besides a woman and child, 
the former of whom was killed in attempting to 
escape, and the latter accidentally ... On the 
16th, a party who were sent for some pack saddles 
brought in one Indian woman. At this camp the 
brave Major Cummings, 1st New Mexico volunteers, 
was shot through the abdomen by a concealed In
dian and died instantly. One of the parties sent 
out from this camp captured an Indian woman.
Total Indians killed, three; captured, fifteen; 
wounded, one; twenty horses, two mules, and one 
hundred sheep and goats captured.

15 One American officer deplored the fact that scalp
ing was inaugurated by the troops, and expressed fear that 
the Navahos would take up the practice in retaliation. 
Lindgren, op. cit., pp. 243-246.

16 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 154.
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August — , 1863: Colonel Christopher Carson
with his command left Pueblo Colorado on the 20th 
of August for Canon de Chelly with the main force, 
secreting twenty-five men under Captain Pfeiffer 
in the canon to watch for Indians. Soon after, 
two Indians were seen approaching the canon, and 
were fired upon, and although badly wounded suc
ceeded in getting av/ay. On the same day the ad
vance guard pursued and killed an Indian. On 
the 31st the command returned to Fort Canby.

August 31, 1863: Lieutenant Colonel Chaves,
commanding Port Wingate, reports that a large 
party of Navajoes attacked the escort to the wood 
wagons about five miles from the post, wounding 
Private Luciano Pais and driving off twelve 
mules. The Indians were pursued, but not over
taken.

August 23, 1863: Captain R. Chacon, 1st
cavalry New Mexico volunteers, left Fort Wingate 
with forty enlisted men on a scout after Indians.
On the 2?th, when near the salt lakes, the party 
espied a party of Navajoes, and succeeded in kill
ing two and capturing eight. On the same day one 
of the Indians in attempting to escape was killed 
by the soldier who had him in charge. On the 28th 
the party attacked 150 Indians, who fled in all 
directions; the party had captured seven children, 
and recovered a captive Mexican boy, named Agapeto 
Apodaca; killed three Indians, and captured fifteen 
hundred head of sheep and goats, seventeen head of 
horses, mules, burros and colts.

September 8, 1863: Captain Joseph P. Har-
grave, 1st infantry California volunteers, re
ports that he left Fort Wingate on the 22d August, 
on an expedition against the Navajoes. On the 
26th August saw forty Indians on the Little Colo
rado; charged on them, but they fled before the 
troops got within gunshot of them. At this place 
captured five hundred head of sheep. On the 30th 
August the mules belonging to command (number un
known) were driven off by the Indians. A party 
of mounted men were sent in pursuit, but failed 
to overtake them.

October 13, 1863: Two wagons which had been
sent about a HTle from Fort Canby for wood, in 
charge of a non-commissioned officer and five men, 
were attacked by the Indians; the escort and
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teamsters ran at the first fire, leaving the wagons 
and teams in possession of the Indians; ten mules 
were lost, two mules and the wagons were left.
One of the soldiers, in his hurry to escape, left 
his musket at the wagons; the Indians carried it 
off.

October 18, 1863: Lieutenant Dowlin, 1st
cavalry Hew Meiico volunteers, reports that a 
party under his command killed two Indians near 
Laguna Negra.

November 5, 1863: Lieutenant Nicholas Hodt,
1st cavalry Mew Mexico volunteers, left Fort 
Canby October 27 on a scout after Indians. Re
sult of this scout, four government mules worn 
out and shot.

November 15, 1863: Colonel Carson with his
command left Fort Canby for the country west of 
the Oribi villages, for the purpose of chastising 
the Navajo Indians inhabiting that region. On 
the 16th a detachment, under Sergeant Andres 
Herrera, overtook a small party of Indians, two of 
whom were killed and two wounded; fifty sheep and 
one horse were captured ... On the 25th the com
mand captured one boy and seven horses and de
stroyed an encampment; on the same day captured 
one woman and one child, and about five hundred 
head of sheep and goats, seventy horses, and de
stroyed an Indian village. On the 3& of December 
surprised an Indian encampment, capturing one 
horse and four oxen. The Indians escaped.

December 20, 1863; First Lieutenant D. 
Montoya, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, in 
accordance with Instructions received from 
Colonel Carson, left Fort Canby in pursuit of a 
party of Navajo Indians. On the second day out 
marched through a heavy snow-storm. On the third 
day cam© upon an Indian encampment, attacked it, 
and succeeded in killing one Indian and capturing 
thirteen woman and children, besides a lot of 
Navajo blankets, moccasins, &c.

December 22, 1863: Captain John Thompson,
1st cavalry NeWMexico volunteers, left Fort 
Canby with one hundred men on a scout after 
Indians. On the 26th, at Mesa la Baca, sent out 
Sergeant Romero with thirty men, who came upon a 
party of Indians; killed one, and captured twelve.
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On the same day a party under Sergeant Dorsette 
discovered two Indiana; wounded one and captured 
the other.15

During the winter months of 1864, most of the Navaho
country was covered with heavy snow. Carleton hoped to take
advantage of the cold weather and ordered that operations
against the Navahos be continued unabated. He believed
that by engaging in a vigorous winter campaign, the troops
could make use of their better equipment and force the16
Navahos to surrender. Carson resolutely carried out
Carleton*s severe program, although it resulted in almost 
insurmountable hardships for his troops. Carrying blankets 
and provisions on their backs, they marched for days through 
heavy snows in pursuit of Navahos who were familiar with 
the country and often escaped. The report of the campaign 
describes these marches:

. It was often their lot ... to struggle for 
days through deep snows, over mountains, through 
forests, and down through the deep mazes of the 
most wonderful canons in the world, in pursuit 
of a wily and active enemy .17
The sufferings of the Navahos were infinitely greater 

than the discomfort experienced by the troops during the 
winter campaign of 1864. Slowed in their flight by their

15 Senate Report 156. 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 251-

16 Ibid.* PP- 132-133.
17 Ibid.. p. 265.

255
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families and herds, many were forced to abandon all posses
sions and take refuge in the deep snows of the mountains.
As they used up what little food they had carried with them, 
many faced starvation. Garson reported that many of the 
Indians he captured were half starved and naked.

As the United States troops and their Indian auxil
iaries pressed farther and farther after the Navahos, the 
Navahos fled in all directions. Carson reported that many 
of the wealthy men of the tribe had taken their flocks and 
herds and moved to the Little Colorado River. Large num
bers took refuge among the White Mountain Apaches and on
the Salt River, while still others appeared on the Canadian

18
River in northeastern New Mexico. Some Navahos moved
west of the Hop! villages and camped on the plateau above
the Coconino Basin. Still others entered the Grand Canyon
and came into contact with the Havasupai for the first 

19
time. .

Some Navahos chose to fight rather than flee from the 
troops, and hostile bands of warriors ranged far and near. 
One band of between sixty and seventy men crossed the Rio 
Grande on foot and, after appropriating mounts, rode about

18 2l the Rebellion. o£. cit., XXVI, Pt. 1, 252,
^9 Leslie Spier, "Havasupai Ethnography," Anthropo

logical Papers; XXIX, Pt. 3, 95. Sallie Pierce brewer, 
"The Long Walk to Bosque Redondo," as told by Peshlakai 
Etsedi, Museum Notes; IX, No. 11 (May, 1937), 57-58.
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robbing as far east as San Miguel county, New Mexico.
Another band raided the Benguin Valley near Fort Union and 
escaped with eight thousand sheep. The area around Fort 
Sumner also was raided frequently. In November, 1863 ten 
thousand sheep were taken from near Fort Sumner, and in De
cember another party of 130 Navahos fought a battle with

20
troops and Mescalero Apaches on the plains near the fort.
In January a band of Navahos returned and stole the Mesca
lero horse herd from the reservation. A detachment of 
troops and Apaches overtook the raiders about twelve miles 
from Fort Sumner, and a sharp battle was fought before the 
Navahos were scattered. In the Navaho country, warriors re
peatedly attacked wood trains and ran off stock from Fort 
Wingate. In December, 1863 Carson’s command lost thirty- 
eight of its best mules. On January 3, 1864 a supply train 
en route to Fort Canby was attacked by a band of 150 Navaho 
warriors near the Puerco. The Indians succeeded in cutting
off the three lead wagons and escaping with twenty mules,21
blankets, corn and other provisions.

Still other Navahos neither fled from the troops nor 
joined hostile bands, but surrendered and were moved to the

20 The troops were led by Lt. Charles Newbold, and the 
Apaches by Lorenzo Labadie, the Indian agent, and Reverend 
Fialon, chaplain of Fort Sumner.. Senate Report 156. 39th 
Cong., 2d sess., pp. 131, 142, 1511

21 Ibid., p. 258.
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reservation without resistance. As early as September, 1863
Sandoval and his group went to the Bosque Redondo peace- 

22
fully. In the hope of influencing other property-owning 
Navahos to go peacefully to the reservation, Garleton an
nounced in October that all Navahos who came in and sur
rendered voluntarily would be allowed to take their stock 
and other possessions to the Bosque Redondo. In November 
Delgadito and a group of 188 Navahos surrendered and were 
taken to Fort Sumner by way of Santa Fe and Fort Union. 
Delgadito, accompanied by Chiquito and two other Navahos, 
was then allowed to return to Fort Wingate in December to 
persuade other Navahos to follow his example and go to the 
reservation. He had so much success in this that in Janu
ary he was sent back for the same purpose. In February he
arrived at Fort Wingate with 680 Navahos who were ready to

23
go to the Bosque Redondo.

The turning point of the Navaho war proved to be the 
invasion of Canyon de Chelly in January, 1864. Prior to 
this, very few Navahos surrendered voluntarily. Garleton 
had long considered the invasion of this Navaho stronghold 
as necessary before the tribe could be forced to submit, 
and in December, 1863 he sent Carson orders to move against

22 Van Valkenburgh and McPhee, ojd. oit., p. 23.
23 Senate Report 156. 39th Cone;. . 2d sess..

145 , 2597 X51.
sess pp. 143-
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the Navahos in the canyons at once. Carson immediately 
made preparations for an expedition. Captain Pfeiffer was 
sent with his company to the east end of the canyon, and 
Major Jose de Sena was detailed to escort a supply train to 
Pueblo Colorado. Sena encountered severe weather and took 
five days to cover the twenty-five miles between Fort Canby 
and Pueblo Colorado, losing twenty-seven oxen in that time. 
On January 6 Carson left Fort Canby with fourteen commis
sioned officers and 375 enlisted men, and marched to Pueblo 
Colorado where he Joined Major Sena. After reorganizing his 
forces, Carson moved through heavy snow to the west end of 
the canyon. Before entering the canyon, Carson took his 
staff and an escort and proceeded to reconnoiter the south 
rim for ten or eleven miles but, being unable to find any 
way to descend the sheer walls, returned to his camp at 
the mouth of the canyon. The next morning Carson sent Cap
tain Joseph Berney with two companies along the north rim 
of the canyon while he took Captain Carey and went up the 
south side again. On January 14, Carson and his group 
reached a point on the south rim where he could look down 
into the canyon near its eastern outlet but was unable to 
discover any signs of Pfeiffer's command. Being anxious 
about the safety of this detachment, he returned to camp 
that evening, where to his astonishment he found Pfeiffer
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24
and his command.

Pfeiffer reported that he had entered the eastern open
ing of Canyon del Muerto on January 11 and had experienced 
great difficulty in proceeding along the frozen stream bed, 
as the pack train mules frequently broke through the ice. 
Several naked and half-starved Indians were captured as 
the force moved down the canyon, and some Navahos along the 
sides offered resistance by

firing shots and throwing rocks down upon my com
mand. Killed 2 buck Indians in the encounter and 
1 squaw, who obstinately persisted in hurling 
rocks and pieces of wood at the soldiers.

The command continued to push its way down the canyon, oc
casionally pursuing a few Navahos but usually unable to 
catch them because, of the steepness of the canyon walls 
"where nothing save an Indian or a mountain goat could make 
their way." The troops camped for the night, but not with
out opposition from the Navahos who

jumped about on the ledges like mountain cats, 
hallooing at me, swearing and cursing and threat
ening vengeance on my command in every variety of 
Spanish they were capable of mastering ... the 
curl of the smoke from my fires ascended to where 
a large body of Indians were resting over my 
head, but the height was so great that the Indi
ans did not look larger than crows.

On the next day Pfeiffer and his oommnd met Major Sena at
the west opening of the canyon, after having passed through

24 War of the Rebellion, o^. cit., x m v ,  Ft. 1 , 72-73.
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thirty tortuous miles of this Navaho refuge with no more
damage to his troops than the discomfort of a few frozen 

25feet.
On January 16 Pfeiffer accompanied Carey on an expedi

tion through Canyon de Chelly with a force of seventy-five 
men. A large number of Navahos followed the troops, and 
when they camped for the night many came in to surrender. 
Carey reported that he counted 150 full-grown Navahos in 
camp that night in addition to children. He gave them per
mission to return to the mountains to gather their families 
and then report to Fort Canby within ten days. Continuing
his march, Carey arrived at Fort Canby with over 259 Indi-26
ans who had already surrendered. ; Soon afterward the
Navahos began to arrive at the fort in groups of from three
to ten. On January 23 Sena arrived with 344 Navahos; this
made the total number of Indians at Fort Canby well over 

27
five hundred. Carson, while returning to Fort Canby from 
Canyon de Chelly, was joined by three Navahos with a flag 
of truce who asked for permission to surrender. Carson gave 
them until ten A.M. the next morning to give themselves up. 
Before that time, sixty Indians had come in and agreed to go 
to the Bosque Redondo. The Navahos told Carson they had

25 Ibid.. pp. 76-78.
26 Ibid.. pp. 78-80.
27 Ibid., pp. 73-75.
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been forced into a state of complete starvation, and that
many woman and children had already died. They had been
under the impression that the United States was waging a

28
war of extermination upon them until an old man whom
Carson had released told them they might surrender. Had
they known this was possible, they stated, all would have
surrendered long before. Carson issued meat rations to the
Navahos and gave them ten days in which to gather their
families and report to Fort Canby. By the end of January,

29
1864 the Navahos were arriving at Fort Canby almost hourly.

The Canyon de Chelly expedition was not successful be
cause the Navahos had been defeated in any decisive action, 
but rather because it demonstrated to them that the United 
States was determined to track them down even to their most 
inaccessible hiding places. More important, it had let 
them know it was possible for them to surrender and receive 
good treatment from the troops.

Soon after the Canyon de Chelly expedition, the Nava
hos began to come into all the posts in great numbers to 
surrender. On February 14, 1864 there were nine hundred 
at Fort Wingate and on February 26 there were thirteen

28 The Navahos had good reason to believe surrender 
was impossible, as one party which had come in under a flag 
of truce in August had been fired upon, one killed and two 
taken prisoner. Ibid.. Vol. XXVI, Pt. 1 , p. 251.

29 ibid.. Vol. XXXIV, Pt. 1, 76-78.
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hundred at Los Pinos. Carleton sent orders to the command
ing officer at Fort Wingate to send all prisoners to Los 
Pinos and not allow them to remain at Fort Wingate as it 
would be impossible to feed them there. The sudden influx 
of Navahos caught the army without sufficient food supplies 
to provide rations. Carleton sent a plea to headquarters 
to have more provisions sent immediately to New Mexico from 
Fort Leavenworth. Meanwhile the rations of the troops were 
out down, and orders were sent out to the posts not to feed 
grain to the cavalry mounts until further notice. The post 
commanders also were instructed to stop sending out scout
ing parties to attack the Navahos, as there were already 
too many on hand to feed.

By this time over three thousand Navahos had come in
and Carleton wrote that he doubted if the entire tribe num-

30
bered much over five thousand Indians. Chi March 11 he 
gave instructions that the rations issued to the Navahos 
should be one pound of food (flour, com, wheat or meat) for 
each man, woman or child. Orders were also sent to Forts 
Stanton and Craig to send all worthless and condemned 
animals to Los Pinos for food for the Indians.

By the middle of March, Carleton was forced to revise 
his estimate of the number of Navahos, as he had 5»500 on

3° Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 156-
164.
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his hands and more continued to come in. A hit desperately
he wrote: "Say to Colonel Carson that I think I can feed six
thousand Navajoes, hut not to send in any more. Will not

31that he the most of the tribe?" His optimism proved to
he premature, however, and by the end of March he wrote,

32
"Six thousand is no joke." He found it necessary to 
again reduce the rations issued to the Navahos, and each 
person was now receiving one pound of fresh meat which in
cluded the entrails, or corn, wheat, kraut or pickles per 
day, or in lieu of any one of these, one-half pound of 
beans, peas, rice or dried fruits. Spring brought no re
lief for Carleton, and on April 8 he wrote to Carson: "If
they can feed themselves you can send in 10,000, if not 
don’t send over 8 ,000. I cannot believe but that 8,000 will 
cover the tribe." Carson was more pessimistic, and on
April 10 wrote that he was convinced that only about one-

33half of the tribe had come in to surrender.
As the Navahos gathered at the forts in large numbers, 

many died. Between February 20 and March 4, 1864 at Fort 
Canby 126 prisoners died. All others were sent to the 
Bosque Redondo as soon as possible. One group of about 
230 was taken on the "Long Walk" from Los Pinos by

31 Ibid., p. 168.
32 Ibid., pp. 170-174.
33 ibid., pp. 179-180.
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Lieutenant Pettis on February 8 and arrived at Fort Sumner
34

eighteen days later with one more Navaho than had started.
Later in February, Second Lieutenant George W. Campbell
took another party of 750 to the reservation. Other groups
did not fare as well; out of 1,440 Navahos who started for
the reservation from Los Pinos in February with Captain
Berney, ten died on the march. Another group of 2,597
left Fort Canby early in April with Captain John Thompson
and walked through deep snow buffeted by terrible gales of
wind. On this march 197 of the nearly naked Navahos died

35
of exposure and dysentery. Late in July another large
group numbering over twelve hundred left Los Pinos for Fort
Sumner. Some of the groups of Navahos were attacked by the
Zunis and Mexicans as they passed settlements, and many
Navaho children were stolen and held as slaves by these 

36
people. Other groups were raided by Apaches and lost

37their flocks and herds.

34 Sabin, ojd. cit., pp. 722-723.
35 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 179.

The new and strange foods given the Navahos made many of 
them sick. An old Navaho related, "At Fort Wingate we 
Navajo saw our first flour. When they gave us the bags we 
didn't know what it was. So we just started eating. We. 
were an awful sight with that flour all over our hands and 
faces as we tried to chew up the sticky dough in our 
mouths..." Richard Van Valkenburgh, "The Long Walk of Very 
Slim Man," Desert Magazine; IX, No. 6 (April, 1946),26.

36 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 183. 
Brewer, op. oit., p. 59.

37 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 362.
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Carrying all their possessions and driving flooks of 
sheep and goats before them, the Navahos made an interest
ing spectacle as they walked toward Fort Sumner. Assistant 
Surgeon Lieutenant George Gwyther, a witness of the "Long 
Walk,” wrote:

It seemed like the exodus of the Israelites 
... to watch this large body of men, women and 
children, in their very primitive costume, or 
mere bundles of rags, with such household goods 
of blankets, pots and kettles as they could carry, 
and driving all the livestock of horses, goats 
and sheep that the campaign had left to a few of 
them, winding their way through the narrow val
leys leading from Wingate to the Rio Grande ...38

Carleton was also impressed by the mass removal of the Nav
ahos from their ancient homeland. In a letter to the United 
States Adjutant General he wrote:

The exodus of this whole people from the 
land of their fathers is not only an interesting 
but a touching sight. They have fought us gal
lantly for years on years; they have defended 
their mountains and their stupendous canons with 
a heroism which any people might be proud to emulate.39
To the amazement of the Navahos, most of the soldiers 

treated them with consideration and did all they could to 
ameliorate the trials of the "Long Walk." When possible, 
the women and children were transported in wagons, and many 
of the children were carried behind the soldiers on their

38 George Gwyther (Guyther), "An Indian Reservation,” 
Overland Monthly; X (January, 1873), 126.

39 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 167.
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horses, This was not the way the Utes and Mexicans treated
the enemies they held as prisoners, and one Navaho said of
the Americans, MI have never been able to understand a
people who killed you one day and on the next played with

40
your children.M When each new group arrived at "Huelti"
it was greeted with great joy by relatives and friends who

41
were already living there.

By the middle of July, 1864 over six thousand Navahos . 
were living on the Bosque Redondo Reservation, and more 
than one thousand more were en route from the Navaho coun
try. Carleton was under the impression that this was al
most all of the tribe and believed not over a thousand 
Navahos remained at large. He was certain that 'bands of 
Ute raiders and starvation would force all Navahos to sur
render within a few months, and on July 12, 1864 sent orders
to abandon Fort Canby as soon as the materials could be 

42
moved away.

Carleton had underestimated the Navaho perseverance, 
however, and several thousand remained in the old Navaho 
land despite the Utes, starvation^ and cold weather. 
Carleton considered the bands of Barboneito and Manuelito

Van Valkenburgh, "Long Walk of Very Slim Man,"
p. 26.

^  "Huelti," the Navaho name for Fort Sumner, may be 
a corruption of the Spanish word "fuerte" or fort. Brewer, 
op. cit., p. 60.

42 Senate Report 156. 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 189.
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the two important hold-outs, and made every effort to bring
the two leaders to the reservation either by persuasion or 

43force. In February, 1865 Herrero and several other 
Navaho chiefs were sent from the Bosque Redondo to contact 
Manuelito and persuade him to come to the reservation. The 
delegates found Manuelito and his followers camped on the 
Little Colorado and after several days of conference re
turned with Manuelito’s answer: "I will not go, and it is
no use in killing up horses in coming for me; I will never

44
go voluntarily.M Carleton continued to work for the cap
ture of Manuelito and in March, 1865 he sent instructions 
to Major Julius 0. Shaw who was commanding at Fort Wingate:

I understand if Manuelito, the Navajo chief, 
could be captured his band would doubtless come 
in; and that if you could make certain arrange
ments with the Indians at the Zuni village, 
where he frequently comes on a visit and to 
trade, they would co-operate with you in his 

, capture ... It will be a mercy to others whom 
he controls to capture or kill him at once.45

The Americans were never able to capture Manuelito and
bring him to the reservation by force; but in September,
1866 the scarcity of food in the old Navaho land forced him

^3 Barboncito had surrendered in 1864 but soon after 
had escaped from Fort Sumner and returned to his homeland. 
Menuelito also had been captured in the same year but had 
escaped from Fort Oanby and remained at large. Ibid.,
P. 223. —

44 Ibid., pp. 218-222. War of the Rebellion, op. cit..
XLI, F t 57™324-325, 661-662.---------------------- ---------

45 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 223.
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to surrender at Fort Wingate. Barbonoito and his band
also surrendered at Fort Wingate in November of the same

46
year, and all were sent to Fort Sumner.

Other Navaho bands stubbornly refused to submit and
remained at large, resisting all efforts to bring them to
the reservation. Among the Navaho leaders who held out and
never surrendered was Bililizhini who hid with his band in
the red rocks near Lukaohukai; there was also Hashke1 Neinii

47
who lived in the Monument Talley region. Some of the 
bands at large continued to raid over a vast area. During 
1866 they forced the Mormons in southern Utah to keep a 
constant mounted guard to protect the animals in their cor
rals and pasture lands, and forced the abandoning of the

48
Sevier and Kanab settlements. In June, 186? a large band
under Jose Largo raided Pinos Altos near Silver City in
southern New Mexico and drove off thirty-one yoke of cat- 

49
tie. Other Navahos joined Black Hawk, a hostile Ute

50
chief, and raided in Utah and southern Colorado. The

^  House Executive Document 1, 40th Cong., 2d sess., 
p. 199. :

Richard Van Valkenburgh, "Navajo Naat'aani," Kiva; 
XIII, No. 2 (January, 1948), 20.

48 Paul Bailey, Jacob Hamblin, Buckskin Apostle, p. 277. 
Angus M. Woodbury, "A History of Southern Utah and Its Na
tional Parks," Utah State Historical Quarterly; XII (1944), 
167-176.

^9 R.S. Allen, "Pinos Altos, New Mexico," New Mexico 
Historical Review; XXIII, No. 4 (October, 1948)7306.
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Navahos at Port Sumner also kept in constant touch with the 
bands that remained in their homeland, and many spent the 
winter months at the reservation and the summer in the 
Navaho country.

5° House Executive Document 1, 40th Cong., 2d 
pp. 184-185• •»sess



CHAPTER 71

BOSQUE REDONDO

The Bosque Redondo Reservation was comprised of forty
square miles around Fort Sumner, and was situated in a
broad valley of the Pecos River in eastern New Mexico. As
the reservation bordered on the treeless plains of the Llano
Estaoado, it did not look inviting to the captive Navahos
coming from the mountains and canyons of their homeland.
To add to the Navaho discomfort, over four hundred of their
bitter enemies, the Mescalero Apaches, were already living
on the reservation and growing crops along the sluggish 1
Pecos.

The Navahos had little time to brood over the disad
vantages of their new home, however, as all were immediate
ly put to work preparing the soil for planting. General 
Carleton had sent instructions that every man, woman and 
child who was able to dig was to be kept at work every mo
ment of the day preparing a patch, however small, for plant
ing. Some Navahos dug canals and irrigation ditches, while 
others spaded and plowed the fields in a desperate effort

House Executive Document 1 , 38th Cong., 1st sess.. 
pp. 230-231.
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to prepare the three thousand acres demanded by Carleton. 
Army personnel was assigned to direct the labors of the Nav- 
ahos on the reservation farm. Commissioned officers under
took the general management of the farm, while non
commissioned officers and privates were detailed to act as 
overseers of the work. Many of the soldiers were unac
quainted with agriculture and none had enlisted to be farm
ers, therefore some vented their displeasure on the Navahos2
by kicking and otherwise mistreating them. The commis
sioned officers put forth every effort to make a success of 
the reservation farm, but they too lacked the practical farm
experience requisite to accomplishment, and year after year

3the crops on the farm failed.
Inept farming methods and adverse weather conditions

combined to defeat the Navaho farm program in spite of the
diligent toil of both the Indians and the army. In the late
summer of 1864 three thousand acres of nearly ripe corn were
destroyed by cutworms, the fields of wheat were beaten down

4by a drenching rain, and early frost killed the bean crop. 
The following year the Pecos River rose suddenly and

2 Senate Report 1$6, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 356.
3 House Executive Document 1 ,̂ 39th Cong., 2d sess., 

p. 149.
4 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong.. 2d sess.. pp. 207-

2 0 8 . ----------



washed away fields of corn, pumpkins, melons and other crops
* 5

many Navaho huts and implements, and drowned five Indians.
At another time a shortage of water resulted from the irriga 
tion dams and banks being washed away in a flood and only a 
few crops were planted. Later in the year a severe hail

6
storm completely destroyed what few crops had been raised. 
Insects, drought, bad seed, and storms repeatedly damaged 
the crops and what was left was eaten by the Navahos before 
it ripened. Seeds became so scarce that Carleton found it
necessary to have a Navaho prisoner detailed to go about

. - . 7
the post and pick up, sort, and wash all loose seeds.

The failure of the reservation farm made it necessary 
for the government to feed the Navahos held at the Bosque 
Redondo, but inadequate finances made this difficult. In 
March,1864 Carleton wrote to the War Department urging im
mediate legislation to provide for the support and advance
ment of the Navahos. He proposed an annuity of at least 
§150,000 be given them in the form of clothing, farming im
plements, stock, seeds, storehouses, mills, and other goods

5 House Executive Document 1 , 39th Cong., 2d sess., 
pp. 149-150.

^ House Executive Document 248, 40th Cong., 2d sess.. 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs Report 1867, pp. 202-203.

7 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 233-234 
In 1866 the total production of the reservation farm was 
201,420 lbs. corn; 2,942 lbs. beans; and 29,152 lbs. pump
kins. In 1865 the total production was 423,582 lbs. corn; 
34,113 lbs. wheat; 38,403 lbs. pumpkins; and 3,515 lbs. 
beans. Commissioner of Indian Affairs Report 1866, p. 150; 
Report 1867. p. 203.
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for the first ten years, after which he expected them to be
self-sustaining. To make sure his proposals received the
proper attention in Washington, Carleton sent Colonel James
Collins, recent Superintendent of Indian Affairs, to Washing-8
ton as a special messenger.

Carleton was of the opinion that the War Department had 
performed its duty in bringing the Navahos into subjection, 
and it was now the duty of the Department of Interior to 
provide for their care at the Bosque Redondo. He soon found 
that the representatives of the Department of Interior would 
not support him as he had expected and in March, 1864 he 
wrote:

.The Indian department, as represented in this 
country, is slow to move in any matter looking to
wards the peaceful settlement of the Indians .... 
there is no superintendent here; no goods or money 
belonging to the superintendency .... and no agent 
to take care of and direct this interesting tribe.9

Soon afterward Carleton received a letter from Dr. Michael
Steck, the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, who had gone to
Washington to oppose the Bosque Redondo Reservation, and it
was made clear to Carleton that Steck would not feed the
Navaho prisoners. Lorenzo Labadie, the Indian agent, also

8 Senate Report 156. 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 169, 330. 
Collins had been replaced as superintendent of Indian af
fairs in 1863 by Michael Steck.

9 Ibid., p. 163.
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stirred up trouble by telling the Narahos that they were 
soon to be moved again; Garleton retaliated by giving or
ders that neither the superintendent nor his agents were to 
be allowed on the reservation until the Department of In-

10
terior saw fit to assume the responsibility for the Indians.

Meanwhile Garleton had the problem of providing food 
and clothing for the Navahos at the reservation. To con
serve food the Indians were placed on a strict ration of

11
twenty ounces of solid food a day. In order to prevent 
duplication in receiving rations, all the Navahos were 
placed in a large corral and the head of each family was 
given a cardboard ration ticket as they passed out the gate. 
In a short time the Navahos had successfully forged extra 
ration tickets for themselves, and by November, 1864 Garle
ton was forced to replace the cardboard tickets with 
stamped tin tickets. The ingenious Navahos were not easily 
thwarted, however, and soon were stamping additional tickets 
with duplicate dies. By the spring of 1865 there were over 
three hundred counterfeit ration tickets in use, all so well 
made it was impossible to distinguish them from the genuine 
tickets. Finally specially designed ration tickets from 
Washington, D.G. were issued and the Navahos were no longer

10 Ibid-, P. 173.
11 Ibid., p. 210
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able to procure extra rations. The shortage of food at the 
reservation continued to be a source of constant bitter com
plaint by the Navahos as long as they remained at the Bosque 

12
Redondo.

In July, 1864 Congress appropriated $100,000 for cloth
ing, farming tools and other utensils for the Bosque Re
dondo Reservation, but by November the goods still had not 
arrived at Fort Sumner and the Navahos faced the winter with 
almost no clothing for protection against the cold. The 
goods purchased left Fort Leavenworth, Kansas in October but
did not arrive at the reservation until the middle of the 

13
winter. When the supplies were finally received it was 
found that many worthless articles had been included. As
sistant Surgeon George Gwyther, who was present when the 
goods were examined, was astonished at the amount of junk 
included, and wrote:

No language can do justice to the ingenuity 
with which some parties had managed to relieve 
their stores of a large quantity of rusty, old- 
fashioned, unserviceable, and unsalable plows, 
soft-iron spades, rakes and hoes, knives and

12 War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official 
Records of tKe t/nion and Conf ecferate Armies ."Series I,
XlVIi , PtT TT3W.

The Navahos were not the only ones who attempted to 
tamper with the rations. Agent Lorenzo Labadie was forced 
to leave the reservation in March, 1865 for diverting cattle 
intended for feeding the Indians to his own ranch. Several 
army officers also were guilty of selling Indian supplies. 
Senate Report 156. 39th Cong., 2d seas., pp. 210, 223.

13 ibid., p. 207.
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hatchets, coarse, gaudy calicoes and muslin, and 
thin, flimsy, shoddy clothes and blankets.14

Dr. Gwyther was particularly impressed by the inferior qual
ity of the blankets which he found to weigh 4 l/2 pounds a 
pair and cost $22.00 a pair. He contrasted this with a 
single army blanket such as was issued to the troops, which 
weighed 5 1/2 pounds and cost $4.50. After a careful survey
it was estimated that the entire lot of goods was worth

15about thirty thousand dollars. Later shipments of sup
plies to the Bosque Redondo were not much better than the 
first, and in 1867 the Navaho agent reported that many 
worthless goods were sent to the agency "as the persons mak
ing the purchase were not acquainted with the requirements16
of the Indians."

Another cause for Navaho complaint at the Bosque Re
dondo was the lack of wood for fuel and for building huts. 
When they were first located at the reservation the Nava- 
hos were able to secure fuel by grubbing out mesquite roots 
near the post, but it became necessary to go increasingly 
far afield to find fuel as the nearer mesquite was used up.

14 George Gwyther. "An Indian Reservation," Overland 
Monthly; X (1873), 129.

15 The Indian commissioner Dole who purchased the sup
plies, Col. J.H. Leavenworth, and Carney & Stevens Co. of 
Leavenworth, Kansas made a profit of $25,000 on this ship
ment. Frank Reeve, "The Federal Indian Policy in New 
Mexico, 1858-1880," New Mexico Historical Review: XII. No.3 
(July, 1938), 260-2671

Commissioner of Indian Affairs Report 1867, p. 200.
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During the severely cold winter of 1867, the Indians were
17

carrying their fuel twelve miles on their backs. In 
order to conserve timber, Carleton suggested that the Nava- 
hos dig pits to protect themselves from the cold. He recom
mended pits large enough to accommodate one family, four 
feet or more in depth with the earth banked three or four

18
feet high on the north side to give shelter from the wind.

Inadequate shelter resulted in exposure for many 
Navaho families, and pneumonia was common during the winter 
months. Sickness was general among the Navahos confined at 
the Bosque Redondo. As they were unaccustomed to village 
life, their settlements soon became filthy and breeding 
places for disease. Many Navaho women found an Irregular 
source of income as prostitutes and mistresses to the sol
diers stationed at Fort Sumner, while others acted in the 
same capacity in the New Mexican settlements and syphilis 
was rampant. Other common diseases were fever, skin di
seases, rheumatism, catarrh, Inflammation of the eyes, and 
bone disorders. During the winter of 1866-1867 an epidemic 
of smallpox swept the Bosque Redondo reservation and many

17 Ibid., p. 201. Carleton had early ordered trees set 
out at Fort Sumner to provide fuel for the future. He ex
pected the Navahos to set out 5,000 trees every year.
Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 199, 321-322.

18 Ibid., pp. 207-208.
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Navahos died. The two adobe buildings which served as the
reservation hospital were in a tumble-down condition with
leaky roofs, and were of very little value in combating di- 

19sease. Many of the Navahos refused to go to the hospital
for treatment, claiming that those who went never came 

20
back. The Navahos believed the water at the reservation 
was the cause of their sickness, and asserted that it 
killed the stock and many of the people who drank it. 
Actually the water was not harmful, but during the seasons 
when the Pecos was low it contained large amounts of sul
phate of lime and soda which gave it a definite taste that 
the Navahos found very unpleasant.

To add to the Navaho afflictions, the Comanches and 
Kiowas claimed the area around the Bosque Redondo and op
posed the Navaho settlement there. They frequently raided 
the reservation, killing Navahos and driving off stock. 
Mexican traders who also opposed the reservation at Fort 
Sumner provided a ready market for stolen stock; they 
traded ammunition, whiskey, and other goods to the Comanehes 
in exchange for Navaho cattle and horses. The traders were

19 Commissioner of Indian Affairs Report 1866, pp. 150- 
151; Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 338-340, 
356; Richard Van Valkenburgh and John C. MoPhee, A Short 
History of the Navajo, p. 29.

20 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 350. 
Navaho fear of any place where someone had died probably was 
the real cause for their refusal to enter the hospital.
Dr. Gwyther reported he found it necessary to carry all per
sons near death to an outbuilding and not allow them to die 
in the hospital.
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suspected of Inciting the Plains Indians to raid the Navaho
herds not only to provide a market for their goods, but
also because they wanted to make the Navahos dissatisfied21
with the Bosque Redondo Reservation.

The soldiers stationed at Fort Sumner failed to pro
tect the Navahos from raids by hostile tribes and generally 
were unable to catch the raiders, so the young Navahos took 
it upon themselves to raid in revenge. In 1866 one group
left the Bosque Redondo on foot and made their way through

22
unknown territory to Red Water where they found a Co
manche camp. Here they stole a number of horses and fled, 
closely pursued by the enraged Comanches. After a five-day
running fight the Navahos succeeded in returning to Fort

23
Sumner with their booty. At another time a party of 
Navahos discovered some stolen horses at the small village 
of Punta de Luna. Returning at night they recovered the 
horses, and in the fight which followed killed one Mexican. 
Comanche and Kiowa raids and Navaho counter raids continued

24
as long as the Navahos were confined at the Bosque Redondo.

21 commissioner of Indian Affairs Report 1866, p. 151.
22 Hill suggests "Red Water" may be the Red River.
23 w.W. Hill, Navaho Warfare, pp. 4-5.

House Executive Document 1, 40th Cong., 2d sess.,
p. 214.
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In an effort to give the Navahos an education and re
ligious training, the Bishop of New Mexico sent several 
young men of the Catholic priesthood to work at the Bosque 
Redondo. Schools were established but did not prove too 
successful; the children demanded extra rations as the 
price of their attendance and their parents considered this
a reasonable request since the long-robed men evidently de-

25rived amusement from talking to the children.
From the very first the Bosque Redondo colonization 

experiment was opposed by the superintendent of Indian af
fairs in New Mexico, Michael Steok. He agreed that the 
Navahos should be restricted to a reservation, but thought 
it should be within their own country either on the San Juan 
or the Little Colorado. This latter location had been 
favored by Colonel Canby in I860, and Steok pointed out its 
advantages as a reservation over those, of the Bosque Redondo. 
In the Navaho country many foods grew wild and could be used 
by the Indians to supplement their food supply; on the Pecos 
they were entirely dependent on what few crops they could 
raise and the bounty of the United States Government. On 
a reservation on the Little Colorado the Navahos would be 
removed from friction with the settlers of New Mexico; at 
the Bosque Redondo Reservation they were too near the

25 Gwyther, op. cit., pp. 127-128.



143

settlements and frequent fights resulted. In their own
country the Navahos would be contented and self-supporting;
at Fort Sumner they were unhappy, an enormous expense to
the United States, and living with their hated enemies the

26
Mescalero Apaches. Stack also maintained that the reser
vation was much too small for the large Navaho tribe.

General Carleton in defense of the reservation at 
Bosque Redondo contended there was no place in the Navaho 
country large enough for even one-fourth of the Navaho tribe 
to settle. Furthermore, in their own country a large force 
of troops would be necessary to keep the Navahos from es
caping to the mountains; on the Llano Estacado there were
no mountains. He held that the Mesoaleros and the Navahos

27
were of the same stock and would soon amalgamate. He was 
of the opinion that most of the opposition to the reserva
tion at Fort Sumner came from inhabitants of the Territory 
who no longer had tribes from which they could capture ser
vants and no longer had a large military force from which

26 Estimates of the cost of maintaining the Bosque Re
dondo varied with the official reporting. A.B. Norton, Supt. 
of Indian Affairs, reported in 1866 that to feed and clothe 
the Navahos was costing $1,500,000 annually. Military of
ficials denied such estimates; in 1868 Gen. Sherman reported 
the first year had cost $700,000 and the second $500,000. 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs Report 1866, p. 148.

27 The Mescalero Apaches settled the question of fric
tion with the Navahos by leaving the Bosque Redondo Reserva
tion in a body one night in November, 1865 never to return. 
Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 234.
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28
to profit. Perhaps another cause for Carleton’s desire
to remove the Navahos from their old country was his belief
that northern Arizona would soon become an important mining
region. If the Indians were removed, roads could be built

29
and the area developed.

As the dispute between the civil and military officials
grew heated, nearly everyone in New Mexico took one side or
the other. Inevitably politics entered the picture, and many
individuals supported or opposed the reservation as a matter

30
of political expediency. Among the advocates of the Bosque 
Redondo were Henry Connelly, governor of New Mexico; James 
Collins, former superintendent of Indian affairs in New 
Mexico; John A. Clark, surveyor general of New Mexico and 
Arizona; Dr. George Gwyther, Asa Cary, Felipe Delgado, and 
others. While among the many who favored the old Navaho 
country as a better home for the tribe were Kirby Benedict, 
chief justice of the territorial supreme court; Samuel 
Ellison, clerk of the supreme court; and two former Indian * 2

28 Ibid., pp. 323-325.
29 Ibid., p. 140. Carleton was convinced that the area 

around the San Francisco Peaks in northern Arizona would 
eventually be important. In I863 he wrote, "The new govern
ment of Arizona, if it ever comes, will be at the gold fields, 
not at the insignificant village of Tucson."

3° House Executive Document 1 , 39th Cong., 2d sess., 
pp. 131-133• The altercation reached such proportions in 
New Mexico that political parties were known as "Bosque" and 
"Anti-Bosque."
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agents, John Greiner and John Ward. In April, 1865 Felipe 
Delgado was appointed to the position of superintendent of 
Indian affairs, replacing Michael Steck. For a time the ten
sion between the two factions was lessened, and the Bosque 
Redondo Reservation continued under a system of dual juris
diction— the military feeding the Navahos, standing guard 
over the reservation, and directing the reservation farm 
while the Indian Bureau provided clothing and farming equip
ment. Steck continued to actively oppose the Bosque Redondo

32
location, however, and the old controversy continued.

In March, 1865 Congress appointed a joint special com
mittee to inquire into the condition of the Indian tribes, 
and during the summer of that year the reservation at Fort 
Sumner was investigated. A detailed study was made of the 
situation at the Bosque Redondo, and testimony was taken from 
both the assailants and the defenders of the reservation. In 
the end very little was settled by the special committee, as 
it reported that the existing system of double jurisdiction 
was advantageous in that the representatives of the War De
partment served as a check upon the Interior Department ap
pointees and, conversely, the civil employees would be quick
to point out any mistakes or abuses by the military in the 

33district.

31 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 325-345.
32 Reeve, 0£. cit., pp. 14-15.
33 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 1-7.
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In September, 1865 the Indian Bureau appointed Julius 
K. Graves as a special Indian agent to investigate affairs 
in the superintendency of New Mexico. Graves went to the 
Territory and made an exhaustive survey of conditions at the 
Bosque Redondo Reservation. In March, 1866 he reported his 
findings and recommendations to the commissioner of Indian 
affairs. He praised Garleton for the ability he had dis
played in subduing the Navahos and placing them upon a 
reservation, and recommended the Bosque Redondo as a perma
nent home for the tribe. Graves also urged a reorganization 
of the Indian service personnel in New Mexico and advised
that the superintendents and agents appointed should be able

34to read, write, and speak the English language. He also 
reported that better results would be obtained if the super
intendent and agents were allowed to hold office during 
good behavior instead of being changed frequently. Graves 
further attacked the peonage system in New Mexico and termed
it a pernicious form of slavery which continued in spite of

35
the stringent orders of the government. He wrote that

33 (cont.) In September, 1865 New Mexico had been made 
a military district and assigned to the Department of Cali
fornia. Garleton objected and it was transferred to the De
partment of the Missouri. Reeve, op. pit., ftnt. p. 23.

34 House Executive Document 1 , 39th Gong., 2d sess., 
pp. 134-136. Jb'ellpe Delgado, who was unable to keep records 
and report in English, had been replaced by Col. A. Baldwin 
Norton as superintendent of Indian affairs in February, 1866. 
House Executive Document 1 , 39th Gong., 1 st sess., p. 352.

35 President Johnson had issued an order specifically
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nearly every federal officer in the Territory held peons
in service, and that the superintendent of Indian affairs
had half a dozen. This practice of holding Indian captives
as slaves had been the cause of much of the hostility with
the Navahos, and Graves urged Congress to take immediate ac-

36
tion to stop it. He also reiterated a suggestion first 
proposed by James Calhoun, that a delegation of Navaho head
men be sent to Washington, D.C. to impress them with the
"vast wonders of civilization, the power and grandeur of the

37
United States."

Following the Graves report, several changes were made 
at the Bosque Redondo Reservation. On June 28, 1866 Theo
dore H. Dodd arrived to take over the office of Navaho agent. 
He was accompanied by a train of seventeen large freight
wagons loaded with goods and implements, and 160 head of cat-

38
tie purchased for the Indians in the fall of 1865 by Graves.

35 (cont.) forbidding slavery in New Mexico in June, 
1865. Ibid., p. 352.

36 Congress declared peonage unlawful in New Mexico and 
elsewhere in March, 1867 and made offenders subject to fine 
and imprisonment. However, the practice continued and in 
August, 1868 the Daily New Mexican reported that the Federal 
Grand Jury had failed to indict a number of persons accused 
of holding Navahos in bondage. Reeve, op. cit., ftnt. p. 19.

37 House Executive Document 1, 39th Cong., 2d sess., 
p. 134.

3^ Ibid., pp. 148—149•
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In September, 1866 Carleton was removed and Major General
George Sykes assumed the duties as military commander in New 

39
Mexico. In December of that year the Navahos were trans
ferred to the control of the Department of Interior, although
agent Dodd did not actually assume responsibility for the

40
tribe until November, 1867.

While the civil and military authorities wrangled over 
the Bosque Redondo Reservation, the Navahos grew increasing
ly dissatisfied and frequently asked to be returned to their 
homeland. Many left the reservation and took jobs herding
sheep for the New Mexicans on the Llano Estacado, where they

41often came into conflict with the Comanches. Others de
serted, singly and in bands, and returned to their old homes 
in the Navaho country. As early as June, 1865 Ganado Blanco 
and a large band left the Bosque Redondo with their horses 
and sheep and started for the Chuska Mountains. Troops and 
civilian volunteers immediately pursued the escaping Nava
hos, and all but a few were overtaken and either killed or

39 Sykes had served during the Navaho campaigns of 
1850-56 and 1859 as a captain. C.E. Brooks and Frank Reeve, 
eds., "James A. Bennett: A Dragoon in New Mexico, 1850- 
1856," New Mexico Historical Review; XXII, No. 2 (April, 
1947), T4T. :--------

^  House Executive Document 1, 40th Cong., 3d sess., 
p. 622.

^  War of the Rebellion, Series I, XLVTII, Pt. 2, 48, 
378, 825. Settlers living near the Bosque Redondo charged 
that Navaho stragglers often killed their cattle and sheep. 
It is evident the Navahos generally were innocent of this, 
however.



149

42
returned to Fort Sumner. Carleton then ordered that all
Navahos found off the reservation without passports were to
be killed, but in spite of such drastic measures, desertions 

43
increased. In the month of September, 1867 between 200 and
250 Navahos escaped from the Bosque Redondo, and in January,

44
1868 nearly 300 deserted.

The Navahos who remained on the reservation were also 
restless and in July, 1867 a clash with the troops was pre
cipitated. Some soldiers had discovered certain horses in 
the possession of a group of Navahos and, believing they 
had been stolen, attempted to drive them back to the fort.
The Navahos concluded that the United States intended to 
take all their mounts away from them, and under the leader
ship of Bishghaan Nezhi resisted the troops. In the fight 
that followed, five soldiers and several Navahos were 
killed. Bishghaan Nezhi soon after escaped from the reser
vation and the matter was dropped after Dodd held a council 
with the other Navahos. The affair was not forgotten,

42 Ibid., %LVII, Pt. 2, pp. 942-943.
43 Senate Report 156, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 234.
44 Reeve, op. cit. , p. 32. In July, 1865 there were 

8,491 Navahos in captivity at Fort Sumner; in August, 1866 
there were 6,915— showing a decrease of 1,576 from deaths 
and desertions in a little over one year. Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs Report 1866, p. 150.
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45
however, and discontent was rife among the captives.

A group of Navahos, including Barboncito and several 
other headmen, was taken to Washington, D.C. in April, 1868 
and there interviewed President Andrew Johnson. The dele
gates petitioned the President for permission to take their 
people hack to the old Navaho land, but their appeal seem
ingly was fruitless. At the time the Indian Territory was 
being considered as a home for the dispossessed Navahos, and
the deputation was informed there was very little chance that

46
the tribe would be allowed to return to its homeland. The
discouraged leaders returned to the Bosque Redondo, where
they found the Navahos refusing to plant the fields. Plans
were then laid to decamp in a body and, if necessary, fight

47
their way back to the Navaho country.

In May, 1868 Lieutenant General William T. Sherman and 
Colonel Samuel F. Tappan, members of an Indian peace com
mission, arrived at Fort Sumner to arrange for the moving 
of the Navahos to the Indian Territory. First the commis
sioners met with Navaho agent Dodd and Major General George

4-5 House Executive Document 1, 40th Cong. , 3d. sess., 
p. 623. Sally P. Brewer^ "The ’Long Walk' to Bosque Redondo 
as Told by Peshlakai Etsedi," Museum Notes; IX, No. 11 
(May, 1937), 60.

Van Valkenburgh and McPhee, op. cit., pp. 31-32.
Gen. John Pope, commander of the DepTT" of the Missouri, 
1865-1867, was vigorously in favor of moving the Navahos to 
a reservation in the Indian Territory but it was hoped they 
could be persuaded to agree to this. House Executive Docu
ment !_, 39th Cong., 2d sess., p. 24.

^7 Van Valkenburgh and McPhee, op. cit., p. 31.
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W. Getty, the new commander of the District of New 
48

Mexico, and discussed the future of the Navahos. After 
this, four long interviews were held with Barboncito, Ar
mijo, Manuelito, and other Navaho leaders, all of whom ve
hemently opposed both remaining at the Bosque Redondo and

49
removal to the Indian Territory. Navaho woman and chil
dren also thronged the commissioners whenever they appeared
and implored them to send the tribe back to the mesas and

50
canyons of the Navaho country. Sherman and Tappan soon
came to the conclusion that, without absolute force, it
would be Impossible either to keep the Navahos at the Bosque
Redondo or to move them to a reservation farther east, and
finally determined to let them return to a reservation in

51
their homeland.

On June 1, 1868 a treaty was signed by Sherman and 
Tappan representing the United States and by twenty-nine 
chiefs and headmen representing the Navaho tribe. The 
treaty provided that the Navahos be returned to their own

^ Getty commanded the military district of New Mexico 
1867-1871. Hubert Howe Bancroit, History of Arizona and 
New Mexico, p. 725.

4-9 House Executive Document 308, 40th Cong., 2d sess. ,
p. 1.

50 Dane and Mary R. Coolidge, The Navajo Indians, pp.
29-30. -------- ---------

51 House Executive Document 308, 40th Cong., 2d sess.,P e 1 •
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land on the condition that they remain at peace with the 
other people of the region. Any violations of the treaty on 
the part of the Navahos were to be paid for out of the funds 
to be appropriated for the tribe by Congress. The United 
States agreed to provide free education for all Navaho chil
dren and establish an agency on the new reservation. An 
agent would be stationed at the agency to handle all com
plaints by or against the Navahos, and to see that the chil
dren attended school. The agent would also issue seeds, 
stock, and agricultural implements to the Navahos to enable 
them to become self-supporting in their own land. Unauth
orized white persons were to be prevented from trespassing 
on the reservation, but the Navahos would be allowed to 
leave the reservation to hunt. Those who left the reserva
tion permanently would forfeit all treaty rights and privi
leges, however. The treaty also defined the limits of the 
new reservation. It was to be bounded on the north by the 
thirty-seventh degree of latitude; on the east by a parallel 
of longitude which, if extended south, would pass through 
Ojo Oso; on the south by a line passing through the site of 
old Fort Defiance; and on the west by a parallel of longi
tude about 109° 30” west of Greenwich, provided it embraced

52
the Canyon de Chelly. The new reservation of 3>500,000

52 Senate Document 319, 58th Cong., 2d sess., Vol. 2, 
pp. 1015-20. The treaty was confirmed by the Senate July 25, 
1868 and proclaimed by President Johnson August 12, 1868.
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acres only included a fraction of the old Navaho country,
but the Indians were eager to accept any settlement that
would permit them to return to their homeland.

Arrangements to move the Navahos back to their own
country were made immediately after the signing of the treaty
and on June 18, 1868 the military began the task under the
direction of agent Dodd. The Navahos willingly complied
with the terms of the treaty, and the long journey was
marked by only one incident of theft. The offender was
caught and Barboncito had him humiliated by being tied to
the back of a wagon and forced to walk the entire distance
home. After passing through New Mexico with less damage to
the settlements than a detachment of soldiers would have
caused, the Navahos arrived at new Fort Wingate on July 23,

53
1868.

With the return of the tribe to their old country, the 
Navaho problem was well on its way to a satisfactory settle
ment except for the practice of peonage which continued in 
New Mexico. In July, 1868 Congress passed a joint resolu
tion instructing Sherman to use the "most efficient means
his judgement will approve" to reclaim from peonage Navaho

54women and children held in slavery in New Mexico. Sherman

53 House Executive Document 1, 40th Cong., 3d sess.. 
pp. 619-525:

54 Congressional Globe, 40th Cong., 2d sess.. (July. 
1868), pp. 4462, 4501.
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took action in September, 1868 with an order which gave
all Indians held as peons the choice of remaining with their
New Mexican masters or returning to their own people on the

55
other side of the Rio Grande. This proved to be an ade
quate settlement of the problem, and peonage soon ceased to 
be a source of friction between the people of New Mexico 
and the Navahos.

The Bosque Redondo episode made a profound impression
upon the tribe, and the headmen were particularly careful
that it would not be forgotten by future generations of
Navahos. To demonstrate the futility of opposition to the
United States, Barboncito had an old buck goat tied by the
horns to a pinon tree on a hill where the people could see
him as they passed. The senseless butting of the goat
against the tree was an object lesson long remembered by

56
the Navahos.

55 Reeve, ojd. cit., ftnt., p. 19.
56 Coolidge, 0£. cit., pp. 29-30.



CHAPTER VII

CONCLUSIONS

The years between the American occupation of New 
Mexico in 1846 and the Navaho Treaty of 1868 constituted a 
period of experimentation in Navaho-United States relations. 
In 1846 the United States with a few men undertook the man
agement of the Navahos, who had never known control or legal 
restraint. Under constant pressure from the people of the 
settled areas for more protection against Navaho inroads, 
the United States officially long overlooked one of the 
major causes of friction— slave raiding and holding by the 
New Mexicans.

In the hope of making the Navaho tribe responsible for 
the outrages committed by a few of its members, the United 
States made treaties with prominent Navahos. These men were 
expected to prevent future crimes by any member of the 
tribe, whether or not he acknowledged the authority of the 
chief or the validity of the agreement. The lack of any 
system of central control or police force coupled with very 
poor communication among the scattered Navaho bands made 
this a feat that would have been impossible even among the 
most law-abiding people. The Navaho impression of the 
newcomers who lived among the New Mexicans and claimed
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control over the Navahos was not improved when the United 
States neither fulfilled the promises nor carried out the 
threats made by its representatives. United States soldiers 
who marched about the country and then returned to the towns 
were soon regarded as ineffective by the Indians.

With the establishment of Fort Defiance in the Navaho 
country, a step was taken in the direction of more success
ful relations between the Navahos and the United States. 
Lawless Navaho bands were impressed with the strength of 
the United States and brought under control, while law- 
abiding Navahos were encouraged in agriculture and protected 
from New Mexican slave-raiding parties. In spite of frequent 
disputes between the civil and military representatives of 
the government, the Navaho frontier, was kept in comparative 
quiet for several years. If the United States had allowed 
a man who was sympathetic with the Navahos to remain as 
agent among them, peaceful relations might well have been 
maintained. Instead, the Navaho agents were appointed for 
political service, and usually were removed before they were 
able to gain the confidence of the people. Henry L. Dodge 
was one of the few agents who were able to exercise a great 
influence over the Navahos, and during his lifetime the tribe 
remained at peace with the United States. For -some time 
after the unfortunate death of Dodge there was no agent 
among the Navahos, and in less than two years war broke out.

In waging war, the United States troops engaged peaceful
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and hostile Navahos alike, thus gaining the enmity of many 
former friends such as the powerful peace chief, Zarcilla 
Largo. This policy made it possible for the war faction of 
the tribe, led by Manuelito and others, to influence the 
people and all-out hostilities followed, culminating in the 
daring attack on Fort Defiance. The outbreak of the Civil 
V/ar and the subsequent withdrawal of troops from the Navaho 
country gave the warriors the impression that they were su
perior to the United States forces. In the chaos which fol
lowed, the Navahos and the New Mexicans carried on open war
fare, plundering and killing each other indiscriminately. 
After Indian affairs had reached this state, only drastic 
measures could bring peace to troubled New Mexico.

General James H. Carleton was the man to restore order 
in the Territory, and through Kit Carson he ruthlessly sub
dued the Navahos in an arduous winter campaign. Carleton 
then fell into the error of many other United States offi
cials; he attempted to make agricultural villagers out of 
the free riding Navahos. To accomplish this, Carleton made 
heroic efforts, but the Bosque Redondo colonization attempt 
was destined to fail. Opposition from Superintendent Michael 
Steck and others only hastened the end of the Bosque Re
dondo experiment because the homesick and discouraged Navahos 
were determined to escape the miseries and restrictions of 
the Pecos reservation.

With the treaty of 1868, the Navahos entered a new



158

phase in their relations with the United States. Convinced 
of the superior strength of the United States forces, the 
Navahos had no desire to give further trouble and they 
agreed to live peacefully within certain boundaries in their 
own land. The United States, in turn, had abolished slave
holding in New Mexico by a special order of President 
Johnson in 1865 and later legislation, thus removing one of 
the principal causes of hostilities. To overcome another 
cause for Navaho depredations, the United States issued 
sheep, agricultural implements, and seeds to make the Nava- 
hos self-supporting and no longer dependent upon raiding for 
a livelihood.

Navaho—United States relations improved gradually after 
the treaty of 1868. Hostilities and depredations did not 
cease suddenly, but the majority of the tribe proved to be 
anxious to preserve the peace. In the years that have fol
lowed, the Navahos have increased rapidly in numbers, making 
necessary frequent additions to their original reservation. 
Today the Navahos occupy an area of 15,000,000 acres in 
Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah and number over 55,000— the 
largest and most powerful Indian tribe in the United States.
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NAVAHO LEADERS, 1800-18681
Name Clan Region Remarks

Narbona*
Hastin Naat'aani Tatchini East of Chuska Mts.

Leader of peace group, killed 
by Americans 1849; Treaty

Hastin Nabaha Hanagani Canyon de Chelly
of Ojo Oso 1846 

War leader, led 1836 raid on
Hastin Keshgoli Tohedlini San Juan

Oraibi; killed by Mexicans 
Treaty of Ojo Oso 1846;

Mariano Martinez 
Hastin Bieidilhili Todoknonji San Juan

Treaty of Chinle 1849 
Originally around Mt.Taylor, 

later San Juan; leader af

Manulito Viejo 
Hastin Tsidilhoohi Hanagani Canyon de Chelly

ter death of Narbona; 
Treaties of Ojo Oso, Chinle 

Warrior, brother of 
Caballos Largos

Caballos Largos 
Lilani Nez Hanagani Canyon de Chelly

Warrior, nephew of Narbona; 
died before 1863

Zarcilla Largo 
Nataleeth Tabaha

Defiance plateau, 
Klageto

Warrior in youth; leader af
ter Mariano Martinez; peace

Baayil nldaa Ashiihi Crystal

chief, killed by Zuni in 
1862

Warrior
Hastin Got Tabaha Crystal Warrior
Hastin Simasi Todichini Little Colorado Raider; raided Americans at

Cubero in 1851
1. Richard Van Valkenburgh, "Navajo Naat’aani," Kiva; XIII, No. 2 (January, 1948). 
* When two names are given, the first is Spanish and the second Indian.
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Name Clan Region Remarks
Hashke Neinii Tatchini Monument Valley Did not go to Bosque Re
Bililizhini 
Bishghaan Nezhi Kinya’aani

Lukachukai
West of Black Mts.

dondo; died 1909 
Did not go to Bosque Redondo
Led fight in which soldiers

Barboneito 
Hastin Daghaa Maidesgizhni Canyon de Chelly

were killed at Ft.Sumner 
Became head chief at Ft.Sum
ner; signed Treaty 1868

Herrero Delgadito 
Atsidii Sani Dibe lizhini T/heatf ields

Head chief 1858; Treaty 1868; 
died before 1870

Manuelito 
Hastin Chilhajin Bit'ahni Manuelito Springs

Warrior before 1864, head 
chief 1870-84; signed Treaty

Ganados Muchos 
Totsoni Hastin Totsoni Ganado

1868; died 1893 
Warrior in youth; Hop! ances

try on maternal side;
Delgadito 
Chach’osh Nez Kinya’aani Crownpoint

signed Treaty 1868 
Originally enemy Navaho; 

signed Treaty 1868
Armijo
Gish Diilidi Kinya’aani Capt.Tom Wash Signed Treaty 1868
Chiquito 
Li nayinii bighe Dibelizhini

East of Chuska Mts. Signed Treaty 1868

Hambre
Dichin Bilhehe Luka’Dine Ganado Signed Treaty 1868
Narbona
Atsa’bestloni Naneshtezhi Tohatchi

Signed Treaty 1868; died 
1896

T9
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Name Clan Region Remarks
Garvajal Chief of enemy Navaho; at
Savayaan Tabaha Cebolleta times allied with Mexicans
Lomo

and Americans
Signed Treaty 1868; killed

Bighosi Totsoni Chinle Valley as witch 1878
Narbona Segunda
Dzlltlahnl Hastin Dziltlahni Two Grey Hills Signed Treaty 1868
Riguero
Hastin Bigaani Todokonzhi Oak Springs Signed Treaty 1868
Capital Largo
Bigod Bijaa Totsoni San Juan River Signed Treaty 1868
Gayetanito
K ’aak’ehi Bit’ahni Manuelito Springs

Member of council 1868; 
brother of Manuelito

Hastin Dischidii Ashiihi Manuelito Springs Member of council 1868
Segurito
Totsoni Nez Totsoni Black Mts. Member of council 1868
Toribio Adopted into Former Mexican slave; mem
Hastin Abe Ashiihi Tohatchi ber of council 1868
Muchachos Muohos
Balchini Lani Bit *ani Leupp region Member of council 1868
Chiquito Segundo
Anaai’ba’adil Kinlichini Capt.Tom Wash Member of council 1868
Caballos Amarillos 
Bill Daaltsoi

Western Navaho 
land Member of council 1868
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Name Clan Region
Capital Sani
Ah'jith haba bighe Todoknonji

Lukachukai 
Carrizo Mts.

Barbon Segundo
Hastin Jinitso Totsoni Chinle
Caballos Muchos 
Bill Caalchi'i Chaco Canyon
Mariano Tatchini
Hastin Letsoi ts'osi ■

Rort Wingate 
Mariano Lake

Remarks

Member of council 1868 

Member of council 1868

Member of council 1868
Influence strong until 

death after 1890
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

June 15, 1863
General Orders No. 15

I. For a long time past the Navajo Indians have mur
dered and robbed the people of New Mexico. Last winter, when 
eighteen of their chiefs came to Santa Fe to have a talk, 
they were warned, and were told to inform their people that, 
for these murders and robberies, the tribe must be punished, 
unless some binding guarantees should be given that in future 
these outrages should cease. No such guarantees have yet 
been given; but, on the contrary, additional murders and ad
ditional robberies have been perpetrated upon the persons and 
property of our unoffending citizens. It is therefore or
dered that Colonel Christopher Carson, with a proper military 
force, proceed without delay to a point in the Navajo country 
known as Pueblo Colorado, and there establish a defensible 
depot for his supplies and hospital, and thence to prosecute 
a vigorous war upon the men of this tribe until it is con
sidered, at these headquarters, that they have been effectu
ally punished for their long-continued atrocities.

The following comprises the force alluded to above:
Field and staff

Colonel Christopher Carson, 1st New Mexico volunteers, com
manding

Captain A.B. Carey, United States army, chief quartermaster 
First Lieutenant Richard S. Barett, 1st infantry California 

volunteers, chief commissary 
First Lieutenant Lawrence G. Murphey, adjutant, 1st New 

Mexico volunteers
Major Joseph Cummings, 1st New Mexico volunteers 
Major Arthur Morrison, 1st New Mexico volunteers 
Surgeon Allen F. Peck, 1st New Mexico volunteers 
Rev. Damaso Taladrid, chaplain, 1st New Mexico volunteers
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Companies

h
4-1 44o o m>> AA d  A* 3a I 130(D1 (D 0 0) O11 Ik .y <D oA <D

31 15 Captains tAo s o 4-, <J GO

1 F.P. Abreu A 3 75 76 78 #  * *
2 A.H. Pfeiffer H 3 76 79 79
3 J.L. Barbey G 3 61 64 64 • • •

4 Chas. Deus M 3 90 93 93 *  e *

5 John Thompson K 3 54 57 57 * * e

6 Joseph Berney D 3 102 105 105 * * *

7 Francis McCabe L 3 86 89 • • • 89
8 Eben Everett B 3 80 83 83
9 Jose de Sena C 3 85 88 8827 755 at 260

Companies K, L, and M will proceed from Fort Union,
New Mexico, to Los Pinos, New Mexico, starting the day after 
the military commission adjourns which has been ordered to 
assemble at Fort Union.

Companies A, H, and G have heretofore been ordered to 
rendezvous at Los Pinos.

Companies B and C, now at Fort 'Jingate, will be in readi
ness to move at a day’s notice.

Colonel Carson will require and receive, two mountain 
howitzers on prairie carriages, with an adequate supply of 
ammunition, &c, to be used in defense of his depot at Pueblo 
Colorado.

These troops will march from Los Pinos for the Navajo 
country on Wednesday, July 1, 1863•

The chiefs of the quartermaster, subsistence, medical, 
and ordnance departments will furnish, on Colonel Carson’s 
requisition, such spies and guides, means of transportation, 
intrenching tools, quartermaster property, clothing, camp 
and garrison equipage, subsistence stores, hospital stores, 
medicines, arms, and ammunition as may be necessary to equip 
and provide completely for his command to insure to it the 
cardinal requirements of health, food, mobility, and power.

II. The post of Fort Wingate, at the headwaters of the



166

Gallo, in the Navajo country, will be garrisoned, until fur
ther orders, by the following troops:

Field and staff
Lieutenant Colonel J. Francisco Chaves, 1st New Mexico 

volunteers
Major Edward B. Willis, 1st infantry California volunteers 
Assistant Surgeon «7.H. Shout, 1st New Mexico volunteers 
First Lieutenant Benjamin Stevens, regimental quartermaster, 

1st New Mexico volunteers
First Lieutenant Archibald MoEachran, regimental commissary 

of subsistence, 1st New Mexico volunteers
Companies
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1 J.C. Shaw F 3 84 87 872 Rafael Chacon E 3 81 84 84
3 J.P. Hargrave C 3 69 72 72
4 Lafayette HammondH 2IT 81

315 lE dB
These troops are likewise to operate against the 

Navajo Indians, and will alternate in their scouts, so as to 
have at least two companies in the field all the time.

III. A board of officers, to consist of Colonel Chris
topher Carson, 1st New Mexico volunteers; Major Henry D. 
Wallen, United States army, acting inspector general; Sur
geon James M. McNulty, United States volunteers, medical 
inspector; Brevet Captain Allen L. Anderson, United States 
army, acting engineer officer; and Captain Benjamin C.
Cutler, assistant adjutant general United States volunteers, 
will proceed with Colonel Carson’s command to the locality 
known as Pueblo Colorado, in the Navajo country, and select 
and mark out, at or as near that place as practicable, the 
exact site for a military post, to be garrisoned by four com
panies of cavalry and four companies of infantry.

A map of the surrounding country will accompany the re 
port of the board, as well as a ground-plan of the post, an
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estimate of its cost, and its measured distance from the Rio 
Grande.

The geographical position of the post will be fixed 
instrumentally.

Unless otherwise ordered by competent authority, this 
new post will be known as Fort Canby, in honor of Brigadier 
General E.R.S. Canby, United States army, the recent com
mander of the department of New Mexico.

By command of Brigadier General Carleton.
BEN. C. CUTLER, 

Assistant Adjutant 
General
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TREATY WITH THE NAVAHO, 1868

ARTICLE 1. From this day forward all war between the 
parties to this agreement shall forever cease. The Govern
ment of the United States desires peace, and its honor is 
hereby pledged to keep it. The Indians desire peace, and they 
now pledge their honor to keep it.

If bad men among the whites, or among other people sub
ject to the authority of the United States, shall commit any 
wrong upon the person or property of the Indians, the United 
States will, upon proof made to the agent and forwarded to the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs at Washington City, proceed at 
once to cause the offender to be arrested and punished accord
ing to the laws of the United States, and also to reimburse 
the injured people for the loss sustained.

If the bad men among the Indians shall commit a wrong or 
depredation upon the person or property of any one, white, 
black, or Indian, subject to the authority of the United 
States and at peace therewith, the Navajo tribe agree that 
they will, on proof made to their agent, and on notice by him, 
deliver up the wrongdoer to the United States, to be tried and 
punished according to its laws; and in case they wilfully re
fuse so to do, the person injured shall be reimbursed for his 
loss from the annuities or other moneys due or to become due 
to them under this treaty, or any others that may be made with 
the United States. And the President may prescribe such rules 
and regulations for ascertaining damages under this article 
as in his judgment may be proper; but no such damage shall be 
adjusted and paid until examined and passed upon by the Com
missioner of Indian Affairs, and no one sustaining loss whilst 
violating, or because of his violating, the provisions of this 
treaty or the laws of the United States, shall be reimbursed 
therefor.

ARTICLE 2. The United States agrees that the following 
district of country, to wit: bounded on the north by the
37th degree of north latitude, south by an east and west line 
passing through the site of old Fort Defiance, in Canon 
Bonito, east by the parallel of longitude which, if prolonged 
south, would pass through old Fort Lyon, or the 0jo-de-oso, 
Bear Spring, and west by a parallel of longitude about 109°
30* west of Greenwich, provided it embraces the outlet of 
the Canon-de-Chilly, which canon is to be included in this 
reservation, shall be, and the same is hereby, set apart for 
the use and occupation of the Navajo tribe of Indians, and 
for such other friendly tribes or individual Indians as from 
time to time they may be willing, with the consent of the 
United States, to admit among them; and the United States 
agrees that no persons except those heidLn so authorized to
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do, and except such officers, soldiers, agents, and employes 
of the Government, or of the Indians, as may be authorized to 
enter upon Indian reservations in discharge of duties imposed 
by law, or the orders of the President, shall ever be per
mitted to pass over, settle upon, or reside in the territory 
described in this article.

ARTICLE 3. The United States agrees to cause to be 
built, at some point within said reservation, where timber 
and water may be convenient, the following buildings: a
warehouse, to cost not exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars; 
an agency building for the residence of the agent, not to 
cost exceeding three thousand dollars; a carpenter-shop and 
blacksmith-shop, not to cost exceeding one thousand dollars 
each; and a schoolhouse and chapel, so soon as a sufficient 
number of children can be induced to attend school, which 
shall not cost to exceed five thousand dollars.

ARTICLE 4* The United States agrees that the agent for 
the Navajos shall make his home at the agency building; that 
he shall reside among them, and shall keep an office open at 
all times for the purpose of prompt and diligent inquiry into 
such matters of complaint by or against the Indians as may 
be presented for investigation, as also for the faithful dis
charge of other duties enjoined by law. In all eases of 
depredation on person or property he shall cause the evi
dence to be taken in writing and forwarded, together with 
his finding, to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, whose de
cision shall be binding on the parties to this treaty.

ARTICLE 5. If any individual belonging to said tribe, 
or legally incorporated with it, being the head of a family, 
shall desire to commence farming, he shall have the privi
lege to select, in the presence and with the assistance of 
the agent then in charge, a tract of land within said reser
vation, not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres in extent, 
which tract, when so selected, certified, and recorded In 
the ’’land-book” as herein described, shall cease to be held 
in common, but the same may be occupied and held in the ex
clusive possession of the person selecting it, and of his 
family, so long as he or they may continue to cultivate It.

Any person over eighteen years of age, not being the 
head of a family, may in like manner select, and cause to 
be certified to him or her for purposes of cultivation, a 
quantity of land, not exceeding eighty acres in extent, and 
thereupon be entitled to the exclusive possession of the same 
as above directed.

For each tract of land so selected a certificate con
taining a description thereof, and the name of the person
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selecting it, with a certificate endorsed thereon, that 
the same has been recorded, shall be delivered to the party- 
entitled to it by the agent, after the same shall have been 
recorded by him in a book to be kept in his office, subject 
to inspection, which said book shall be known as the "Nava
jo land-book.n

The President may at any time order a survey of the 
reservation, and when so surveyed, Congress shall provide 
for protecting the rights of said settlers in their improve
ments , and may fix the character of the title held by each.

The United States may pass such laws on the subject of 
alienation and descent of property between the Indians and 
their descendants as may be thought proper.

ARTICLE 6. In order to insure the civilization of the 
Indians entering into this treaty, the necessity of educa
tion is admitted, especially of such of them as may be 
settled on said agricultural parts of the reservation, and 
they therefore pledge themselves to compel their children, 
male and female, between the ages of six and sixteen years, 
to attend school; and it is hereby made the duty of the 
agent for said Indians to see that this stipulation is 
strictly complied with; and the United States agrees that, 
for every thirty children between said ages who can be in
duced or compelled to attend school, a house shall be pro
vided, and a teacher competent to teach the elementary 
branches of an English education shall be furnished, who 
will reside among said Indians, and faithfully discharge his 
or her duties as a teacher.

The provisions of this article to continue for not less 
than ten years.

ARTICLE 7. When the head of a family shall have se
lected lands and received his certificate as above directed, 
and the agent shall be satisfied that he intends in good 
faith to commence cultivating the soil for a living, he shall 
be entitled to receive seeds and agricultural implements for 
the first year, not exceeding in value one hundred dollars, 
and for each succeeding year he shall continue to farm, for 
a period of two years, he shall be entitled to receive seeds 
and implements to the value of twenty-five dollars.

ARTICLE 8. In lieu of all sums of money or other an
nuities provided to be paid to the Indians herein named 
under any treaty or treaties heretofore made, the United 
States agrees to deliver at the agency-house on the reser
vation herein named, on the first day of September of each 
year for ten years, the following articles, to wit:
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Such articles of clothing, goods, or raw materials in 
lieu thereof, as the agent may make his estimate for, not 
exceeding in value five dollars per Indian— each Indian 
being encouraged to manufacture their own clothing, blan
kets, &o.; to be furnished with no article which they can 
manufacture themselves. And, in order that the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs may be able to estimate properly for the 
articles herein.named, it shall be the duty of the agent each 
year to forward to him a full and exact census of the In
dians, on which the estimate from year to year can be based.

And in addition to the articles herein named, the sum 
of ten dollars for each person entitled to the beneficial 
effects of this treaty shall be annually appropriated for a 
period of ten years, for each person who engages in farming 
or mechanical pursuits, to be used by the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs in the purchase of such articles as from time 
to time the conditions and necessities of the Indians may 
indicate to be proper; and if within the ten years at any 
time it shall appear that the amount of money needed for 
clothing, under the article, can be appropriated to better 
uses for the Indians named herein, the Commissioner of In
dian Affairs may change the appropriation to other purposes, 
but in no event shall the amount of this appropriation be 
withdrawn or discontinued for the period named, provided 
they remain at peace. And the President shall annually de
tail an officer of the Army to be present and attest the de
livery of all the goods herein named to the Indians, and he 
shall inspect and report on the quantity and quality of the 
goods and the manner of their delivery.

ARTICLE 9. In consideration of the advantages and bene
fits conferred by this treaty, and the many pledges of 
friendship by the United States, the tribes who are parties 
to this agreement hereby stipulate that they will relinquish 
all right to occupy any territory outside their reservation, 
as herein defined, but retain the right to hunt on any un
occupied lands contiguous to their reservation, so long as 
the large game may range thereon in such numbers as to jus
tify the chase; and they, the said Indians, further express
ly agree:

1st. That they will make no opposition to the con
struction of railroads now being built or hereafter to be 
built across the continent.

2d. That they will not interfere with the peaceful 
construction of any railroad not passing over their reserva
tion as herein defined.
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3d. That they will not attack any persons at home or 
travelling, nor molest or disturb any wagon-trains, coaches, 
mules, or cattle belonging to the people of the United 
States, or to persons friendly therewith.

4th. That they will never capture or carry off from 
the settlements women or children.

5th. They will never kill or scalp white men,nor at
tempt to do them harm.

6th. They will not in future oppose the construction 
of railroads, wagon-roads, mail stations, or other works of 
utility or necessity which may be ordered or permitted by 
the laws of the United States; but should such roads or 
other works be constructed on the lands of their reservation, 
the Government will pay the tribe whatever amount of damage 
may be assessed by three disinterested commissioners to be 
appointed by the President for that purpose, one of said 
commissioners to be a chief or head-man of the tribe.

7th. They will make no opposition to the military posts 
or roads now established, or that may be established, not in 
violation of treaties heretofore made or hereafter to be made 
with any of the Indian tribes. •

ARTICLE 10. No future treaty for the cession of any 
portion or part of the reservation herein described, which 
may be held in common, shall be of any validity or force 
against said Indians unless agreed to and executed by at 
least three-fourths of all the adult male Indians occupying 
or interested in the same; and no cession by the tribe shall 
be understood or construed in such manner as to deprive, 
without his consent, any individual member of the tribe of 
his rights to any tract of land selected by him as provided 
in article (5) of this treaty.

ARTICLE 11. The Navajos also hereby agree that at any 
time after the signing of these presents they will proceed 
in such manner as may be required of them by the agent, or 
by the officer charged with their removal, to the reservation 
herein provided for, the United States paying for their sub
sistence en route, and providing a reasonable amount of 
transportation for the sick and feeble.

ARTICLE 12. It is further agreed by and between the 
parties to this agreement that the sum of one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars appropriated or to be appropriated 
shall be disbursed as follows, subject to any condition pro
vided in the law, to wit:
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1st. The actual cost of the removal of the tribe from 
the Bosque Redondo reservation to the reservation, say fifty 
thousand dollars.

2d. The purchase of fifteen thousand sheep and goats, 
at a cost not to exceed thirty thousand dollars.

3d. The purchase of five hundred beef cattle and a 
million pounds of corn, to be collected and held at the mili
tary post nearest the reservation, subject to the orders of 
the agent, for the relief of the needy during the coming 
winter.

4th. The balance, if any, of the appropriation to be 
invested for the maintenance of the Indians pending their 
removal, in such manner as the agent who is with them may 
determine.

5th. The removal of this tribe to be made under the 
supreme control and direction of the military commander of 
the Territory of New Mexico, and when completed, the manage
ment of the tribe to revert to the proper agent.

ARTICLE 13. The tribe herein named, by their repre
sentatives, parties to this treaty, agree to make the 
reservation herein described their permanent home, and they 
will not as a tribe make any permanent settlement elsewhere, 
reserving the right to hunt on the lands adjoining the said 
reservation formerly called theiris, subject to the modifi
cations named in this treaty and the orders of the commander 
of the department in which said reservation may be for the 
time being; and it is further agreed and understood by the 
parties to this treaty, that if any Navajo Indian or Indians 
shall leave the reservation herein described to settle else
where, he or they shall forfeit all the rights, privileges, 
and annuities conferred by the terms of this treaty; and it 
is further agreed by the parties to this treaty, that they 
will do all they can to induce Indians now away from reser
vations set apart for the exclusive use and occupation of 
the Indians, leading a nomadic life, or engaged in war 
against the people of the United States, to abandon such a 
life and settle permanently in one of the territorial reser
vations set apart for the exclusive use and occupation of 
the Indians.

In testimony of all which the said parties have here
unto, on this the first day of June, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-eight, at Fort Sumner, in the Territory 
of New Mexico, set their hands and seals.

W. T. Sherman,
Lieutenant-General, Indian Peace Commissioner.
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S. F. Tappan,
Indian Peace Commissioner.

Barbonclto, chief, his x mark
Armijo, his x mark
Delgado
Manuelito, his x mark 
Largo, his x mark 
Herrero, his x mark 
Chlqueto, his x mark 
Muerto de Hombre, his 

x mark
Hombro, his x mark 
Narbono, his x mark 
Narbono Segundo, his x mark 
Ganado Muoho, his x mark 

Council:
Riqub, his x mark 
Juan Martin, his x mark

Serginto, his x mark 
Grande, his x mark 
Inoetenito, his x mark 
Muchaohos Mucho, his x mark 
Chlqueto Segundo, his x mark 
Cabello Amarillo, his x mark 
Francisco, his x mark 
Torivio, his x mark 
Desdendado, his x mark 
Juan, his x mark 
Guero, his x mark 
Gugadore, his x mark 
Cabason, his x mark 
Barbon Segundo, his x mark 
Cabares Colorados, his x mark

ATTEST:
Geo. W.G. Getty, colonel Thirty- 

seventh Infantry, brevet 
major-general U.S. Army 

B.S. Roberts, brevet brigadier- 
general U.S. Army, lieutenant 
colonel Third Cavalry 

J. Cooper McKee, brevet
lieutenant-colonel, surgeon 
U.S. Army

Theo. H. Dodd, United 
States Indian agent 
for Navajos 

Chas. McClure, brevet 
major and commissary 
of subsistence, U.S. 
Army

James F. Weed, brevet 
major and assistant 
surgeon, U.S. Army 

J.C. Sutherland, inter
preter

William Faux, chaplain 
U.S. Armyl

1
1020. Senate Documents 39, 58th Cong., 2d sess., pp. 1015-
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