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PREFACE

,9

The history of Tubac is unique in that it can be divided into 
five distinct periods: namely, the early Spanish period, the Mexican 
regime, the early American occupation by mining interests, the attempts 
at resettlement after Apache disaster and that period -which may be re
ferred to as modern Tubac. In the writing of this history an attempt 

has been made to make use of these natural divisions to set forth more 

clearly the circumstances which have led to a very unusual succession 
of events. Though the problem of this thesis has been mainly to deter
mine the historicity of incidents which have taken place -within Tubac 
during its 196 years of occupation and to relate their occurrence in an 
orderly fashion, an endeavor has also been made to clarify Tubac * s posi
tion in the early colonization of the South-west under three consecutive 

regimes and to account for its gradual decline in importance since the 
Civil War.

Sources used in the gathering of materials for the preparation 
of The History of Tubac have been as varied as the subject matter 
treated herein. Manuscript materials. United States government surveys 
and reports, county records, books, newspapers, periodicals and inter
views have all been employed. To my advisor. Dr. R. C. Ewing, I am 

indebted for the use of information gleaned by him in research for 

The Pima Uprising concerning events leading to the founding of Tubac 
and the location of the first Spanish garrison upon Arizona soil. To

v n -:;



the Reverend Victor R. Stoner for his possession of the Guevavi and 
Tumacacori mission manuscripts from the Tucson Cathedral Archives and 

his willing translation of pertinent entries, to the employees of the 
library of the Tucson Pioneer Historical Society who graciously assisted 
me in my use of Poston's papers and gave me access to the early editions 

of The Arizonian and to Mrs. Sally Brewer of the Tumacacori mission muse
um library, to Miss Cora Everhart of the office of the county superintend
ent of schools of Santa Cruz County and to Principal Mabel Rentfrow of 

the Tubac State Graded School, I owe my sincere gratitude. To William 

Lowe whose recollections of incidents throughout the years of his life

time of residence in Tubac provide much of the history of modern Tubac,
I am obligated for prompt response to dozens of inquiries. The History 
of Tubac has been made possible by these and many others whose help and 
knowledge have been at my disposal, and to them I am grateful for what
ever merits my work may embrace.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter I. The Beginnings of Tubac 1

Chapter II. Tubac under Commander Juan Bautista de Anza 24
Chapter III. The Mexican Regime to the First Triumph of the

Apache 55

Chapter IV. The Company of American Enterprise to Tubac 82
Chapter V. The Development of Tubac as a Mining Town 106
Chapter VI. The Heyday of the Mines and the Third Triumph of

the Apache 141

Chapter VII. The Resettlement of Tubac to the Final Apache
Triumph 163

Chapter VIII. The Beginnings of Modern Tubac 185
Chapter IX. Modern Tubac 205

Bibliography 226



CHAPTER I
The Beginnings of Tubac

With the establishment of the northernmost Spanish garrison at the 
site of an old Pima settlement on the Santa Crus River in Pimeria Alta, 

Tubac had its beginning. However, events taking place on the Spanish 
frontier long before Tubac*s settlement in 1752 were responsible for 
the founding of this outpost in the heart of the Indian country. The 

movement leading to the establishment of practically all the northern 

settlements and garrisons was the movement to subdue and Christianize 
the Indian, the movement which brought the Indian not only the Reman 
Catholic faith and a few luxuries of the civilized world but also a 
society of increasing responsibilities seldom appreciated by the in
dependent redskin. Christianization of the natives on the northwestern 

mainland of New Spain began as early as 1591 with the advent of the 

Jesuit Black Robes and proceeded methodically through Sinaloa, Durango 
and Sonora.

Gradually the Black Robes marched northward toward the Sonora 
wilderness to bring their Christian faith to its heathen inhabitants. 
During the first quarter of the seventeenth century they were pursuing 

their labors among the Tarahumares, keeping close to the foothills of 
the Sierra Madras. A short-lived mission in the San Pablo Valley in 
1611 and San Miguel de las Bocas in Bspiritu Santo Valley in 1630 marked 
their progress. During the next quarter of the seventeenth century the 
movement gained momentum. A Spanish settlement and garrison at Parral
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was established in the years 1631 and 1632. By 1639 San Felipe and San
Gerdnimo Huexotitlan had been founded and by 1645 the northward march

had reached the Yaqui River Valley. Six other pueblos had been added
1to the number of Christian settlements by 1648. By this time, however, 

two very disheartening Indian wars had interrupted Jesuit progress, the 
first of these in 1644 and the second in 1648, The garrison at Parral 
and the mission of San Miguel withstood the first outbreak, but that of 

1648 among the Tarahumares continued for four years and destroyed 
practically every vestige of Jesuit labor. It was not until peace was 
again restored that the priests could reoccupy their abandoned establish

ments, but in spite of their various setbacks, they moved forward. By 
1668 the three new missions at Natividad, San Mateo and San Ignacio were
founded and the Jesuits could look with satisfaction to five organized

2
pueblos, each with a priest in charge. By 1673 the Sierra had been 
penetrated as far as Yepomera aid Tutuaoa. The climate aid terrain of 
the region was decidedly a hindrance but the missions flourished. Eight

Jesuits among the Tarahumares served thirty-two pueblos in 1678, and by
, 3

1682 more than thirty new churches had been built. The Indiana, how
ever, did not always peacefully accept the responsibilities foisted 
upon them with Spanish infiltration. In I69O Fathers Juan Ortiz 
Foronda and Manuel Sanchez were murdered and six of the missions - .

1 ....
San Francisco Bar ja and Satevo were established on a tributary of 

the Conchos.
A. E. Hughes, The Beginnings of Spanish Settlement in the El Paso

District, p. 300...................  .............................
3 ......
H. E. Bolton, Rim of Christendom, p. 21.
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destroyed as the Black Robes were expelled. Again peace was restored 

and the Jesuits returned with such success that Christian outposts soon 
existed as far north as the Sonora River.

It was a remarkable movement that took place in the wilderness# 

Black Robes moved ahead of prospectors, soldiers and fortune seekers.
As the frontier was pushed northward, mining camps, haciendas and army 
outposts sprang up in the footsteps of the padres. Beyond the Spanish 

settlements Indians were gathered into villages, indoctrinated in 
Christianity and taught the white man*s ways or driven back as in the 

case of those Indians who resented Spanish encroachment. The natives 
certainly were not all kindly disposed toward the Jesuit missionary.

The native medicine men were jealous of this new competitor and anxious 
to stir up feeling against him. Furthermore, secular Spaniards, ever 
at the heels of established peaceful settlement, exploited Indian 

labor in mines and on haciendas. The result was continuing and growing 

unrest which was constantly to harass the bearers of the Faith and 

Spanish civilization. In spite of all, however, the Jesuits moved on.
In .1681 Father Eusebio Kino had been commissioned by his

4
superiors, and generously supported by the Spanish government, to 
penetrate the heathen lands of northern Sonora and convert those natives 
which might be found living there. His missionary activity was extended 

throughout the region known as Pimeria Alta, lying between the 
Magdalena and Gila Rivers, and inhabited by Pimas and Sobaipuris. By 

making allies of. the more peaceful Pimas, Spain hoped to form an
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5
effectivd buffer against the more hostile Indiana to the north.

Father Kino reached the headwaters of the Sonora River In 1686 and 

established himself In the San Miguel Valley during the next year, where
Z

he founded hie first mission, that of Nuestra Se&ora de los Dolores# 
Fro® that time until his death in 1711 he worked among the natives# 
and located the first Christian outposts In the Santa Cruz River Valley 
during his fourteen entradas across what is now the Arlzona-tfexico6 7 . . . .

border# His first journey into the region which forms the setting for 
the history of Tubae came about in December 1690 quite by accident, as 
Kino himself tells it*

It was our intention to turn back from El Tucubavia to 
Cocospera, but from the north some messengers or couriers 
of the Sobaipuris of San Xavier del Bac, more than 40 
leagues journey and from San Cayetano del Tumagacori, came 
to meet us, with some crosses, which they gave us, kneel
ing with great veneration, and asking us on behalf of 
all their people to go to their rancherias also. The 
father visitor /Juan Maria Salvatierra/said to me that 
those crosses which they carried were.tongues that spoke 
volumes and with great force, and that we could not fail 
to go where by means of them they called us# "Whereupon 
we ascended to the Valley of Guebavi, a journey of about 
15 leagues, and arrived at the rancheria of San Cayetano 
del Tumagacori#..• There were more than forty houses : :
close together#' ; ZZ. .7::

This journey proved to be a very fruitful one. Kino and the father 
visitor found that the Indians had prepared three arbors for them at

5- '......... . ' - ... . ; •
H. E. Bolton, "The Mission as a Frontier Institution," American 

Historical Review, m i l .  No. 1, October 1917, pp. 42 ff.
Z  ' ' - - ' ' - " - " " ' " z ' \ .

H#'B# Bolton, Padre on Horseback, p. 57.

H. E. Boltcm, Kino's Historical Memoir of Pimeria Alta. I, p. 119#
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San Oayetano, one in which to say mass, another for their living 

quarters and the third in which to prepare meals. While they remained 
there, a number of infants were baptized. Then going on to the

s . 8 /
rancheria of Guebavi, and that of Santa Maria where they remained five

9
days, they catechised and baptized many more infants and adults.

Though what was supposed to be an early Pima Indian village at
10

Tubac does not appear on Kino •a map of 1701 and was .never mentioned by

him in his diary, Guebavi and San Oayetano in its particular environs
are mentioned at length several times. Furthermore, the logical route
from San Oayetano del Tumacacori to San Xavier del Bac, northernmost

mission founded by Kino, followed northward along the Santa Cruz River
11

and was frequently traversed by him. Kino indicates that in passing 
San Oayetano on January 13, 1697, he took note of numbers of sheep and 8 9

8 -
Guebavi later became known as Guevavi. Throughout this history the 

author has attempted to keep the spelling of proper nouns the same as they 
were during the period being treated.
9

This notation, or one in jpostolicos Afanes. p. 249, may be the basis 
for assumption by early historians that the first Arizona missions : . 
were founded in 1690, (H. H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico, 
p. 354; S. R. Delong, The History of Arizona from the Earliest Times Known 
to the People of Europe to 1903. p. 75; T. B. Parish, History of Arizona. 
VII, p. 298; P. Hamilton, The Resources of Arizona, p. 11; F. Velasco, 
Sonora, p. 139). . . . . ................
%> .. ' . ' .■ ' '

The Rudo Ensayo (p. 254) speaks of the Presidio de Tubac as about 
seven degrees longitude north—north-weat of Guevavi, on the same site 
where the Pima town of Tubaca stood before the uprising of 1751*
U- - . - - - - - . . ■ . " .

H. B. Bolton (Padre on Horseback, p. 58) indicates that Kino twice 
reached the Gila by way of the Santa Cruz Valley and at least six of 
his journeys took him as far as Tumacacori, Tucson or San Xavier, in 
1699 accompanied by the father visitor. Kino spent twelve days of 
"continuous supervising, baptizing and preaching up and down the Santa 
Cruz Valleyf (Ibid., p. 74). .
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goat s n which the loyal children of the venerable Father Francisco Xavier
/Saeta had taken thither, having gathered them in Consepcion at the time12

of the disturbance of 169$." Then <m October 27, 1699, arriving at noon 
at Quebavi, he counted ninety persona at that ranoherda. ' On the follow
ing day Fathers Qonaalvo and Kino journeyed to San Oayetano where
Gonzalvo baptised the son of the governor of San Oayetano and three 

13
other children* Thus it is known that the seed of Christianity was sown 

in the region of Tubac at a very early date and that Kino must have trod 
upon the very soil on which the garrison was later to become situated* 

Father Kino found the Santa Cruz Valley fertile soil in which to 
work and introduce the plan of frontier Spanish civilization* On April 
24, 1700, he mentioned that Quebavi had 200 inhabitants and also a good 
sized ranch* • : .

Here at Quebavi there were also 84 head of sheep aid goats, 
a good field of wheat, maize aid beans ready for harvest, 
aid an earth roofed adobe house for the father whom they 
hoped to receiveJU : /

He went on to explain that 8in all places* there were many more settlers
than when he had made his last visit six months before. A year later,
on April 12, 1701, still greater growth was noted by Kino and Captain 

15 . • ■ - ■ ■ ■ _' ■ - ■ ■ ■ .
Juan Mateo Manje* Manje noted that the Quebavi ranch then boasted of

12 ....... ; ' : ; r;::.. ■ - '
The first serious Pima revolt occurred in 1695 when the Pimas of 

Caborca rose in rebellion against that mission and Father Saeta became 
a martyr for the Faith. Quote from H. B. Bolton, Kino's Historical 
Memoir of Pimaria Alta. I, p* 165* ................
13 ...........

Ibid., p * 204. .» .
14 . . . ... . : : ‘

Ibid., p. 233. •
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16
400 cattle and 200 sheep, Chriatianizatlon was also proceeding at a
faster pace in 1701, Kino recorded that the father provincial, Francisco

de Arteaga, sent four priests to Pimeria to assist Kino in his labors,
/Father Juan de San Martin being assigned to the new pueblos of San Gabriel

17de Guebavi and San Cayetano, Buildings were constructed shortly, and
by November % Kino mentioned having said mass in "the new. and very neat

little church, which a little while before Father Juan de San Martin 
18

had built." Thus the Faith successfully planted was nurtured for a 
number of years by Kino and his four new assistants. „

With the death of Padre-Kino in 1711, however, the northward 
march was halted and for a period of twenty years no resident missionary 

served the Santa Cruz missions. No leader of Kino’s ability appeared and
19

San Martin had left his post at Guebavi even before Kino’s death.
Father Luis Velarde succeeded- Kino at Dolores where he remained until

1731• Consequently, Velarde and Aguatin de Campos of San Ignacio

Mission, both companions of Kino, carried on alone in Pimeria Alta
during the years succeeding his death and kept the spark of Christianity

20
alive in the Santa Crus Valley. . * 16 * * 19 20

H. H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico (p. 354) records 
that from 1694 to 1702 Captain Juan .Mateo Mange was detailed with 
part of a flying company to protect the padres in their tours.
16 - , : ..y;; ■:

H, E. Bolton, Kino’s Historical Memoir of Pimeria Alta, I, p, 292. 
Ibid., p. 303.

Ibid., p. 307.
19 /

Father San Martin was stationed at Pitic in the spring of 1704. V. 
R. Stoner, The Spanish Missions of the Santa Cruz Valley, p. 52.
20 .. ' V- • ; v  : y/''-.-yy.y -'-X.-V 'R. K. Wyllys, "Padre Luis Velarde’s Relacion of Pimeria Alta, 1716,"



During the twenty years immediately after Kino, the ground he had 
gained appeared to be in danger of being lost entirely, principally 
because the active Indian enemies constantly harassed the frontier 

settlements and the vulnerable Pittas gathered in pueblos were without 

adequate mans of protection. Actually, however, enemy Indians had 

begun their raids upon the Spanish frontier before Kino’s time, and as 
early as 1703 Kino had made the following entry in his memoirs:

Every year, especially since the Joeones, Janos, and Sumas 
revolted, there are regularly many thefts of horses, cattle, 
sheep, and goats, and even murders of Christian Indians, 
Spaniards, soldiers, etc., particularly on the frontiers of 
this province of Sonora, but also on the frontiers of this 
Pimeria. Aid although for the prevention of so many and so 
grievous injuries there have been conceded aid provided by 
his royal Majesty two presidios of fifty soldiers each, that 
of Janos and the flying company aid presidio of this province 
of Sonora, the enemies, the above-mentioned Joe canes, Janos, 
aid Sumas, as well as the Apaches, etc., have been pushing 
and each year continue to push farther inland into the lands 
of the Christians, and into the province of Sonora and this 
Pimeria, there being no adequate check or resistance to so 
many robberies aid murders as every year so grievously have 
been experienced .21

In 1703 Kino also spoke of the undertaking of the Pima Indians under
the leadership of the Jesuit fathers of the Pimeria to make expeditions

, - "
"to the district through which these hostile Apaches are accustomed to
travel and come" and the resultant success of several of the expeditions
so that the Apaches molested them less often for a time. In 1704 an
expedition of the military was planned against the enemy Indians but

not made because of discord between the captains involved, and in 1706

New Mexico Historical Review, 71, No. 2, April 1931, pp. 111-157.
21   z

H. E. Bolton, Kino*8 Historical Memoir of Pimeria Alta. I, p. 25.
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Father Kino wrote of an exceedingly successful Apache attack against 
22

Arispa and Dolores. With Kino's demise, the Pinas were deprived of the 

leadership of the Jesuit priests against their enemies and the sit

uation grew more hazardous for them and the frontier provinces. The 

energies of local officers had to be spent mainly in defense against 
the enemy attacks and even in this, there was very little success.
This period then grew to be one in which ranches and pueblos were

z 23abandoned and missionary progress in northern Pimeria was halted. :
The devastation of the northern rancherias and missions was not

noted until in 1720 when new missionaries came to Concepcion de

Caborca and Tubutama and made journeys into northern Pimeria, finding
the little churches built under Kino's direction in ruins and the fields
which had once produced so abundantly in utter neglect. Very great

24
depravation was noted at Quebavi* Then in 1725 when Bishop Don Benito 
Crespo of Durango, who had jurisdiction over most of the Jesuit . 

missions, visited some of the active establishments in the province of 

Sonora and was informed of the great need of priests to aid in the re

establishment of the northern missions, interest was again revived in 

the extention of Christianity, even in the face of continued native 
enemy assault.

Crespo painstakingly informed King Philip V of Spain by detailed

22 - - • , ..
Ibid., pp. 25 ff.

Padre Luis Velarde's "Relaoion of Pimeria Alta, 1716" as trams, by 
R. K. lyilys. New Mexico Historical Review. VI, No.y2, April 1931, p. 154, 
gives a picture .of the declining missions of Pimeria Alta.24 ‘ ... - . ,

M. Venegas.op. cit., p. 176. ,
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y
account of the condition of Fimeria and requested immediate financial 

aid and the assigning of three more. missionaries to duty, in Fineria Alta, 

Accordingly, orders were issued to that effect, and in the year 1731 

three more Jesuits began their work among the abandoned pueblos, but 
there still seems to have been no great revival in mission activities. 
Guebavi, San Xavier and Suaaca became mission headquarters under Fathers 
Baptiste Qrashoffer, Felipe Segesser and Ignacio Xavier Keller respec

tively, but Grashoffer and Segesser died so soon after their arrival at 
their missions that their accomplishmente were few. After 1733 it was 
Keller's duty to serve not only his own mission but also San Xavier, 

Guebavi and the Indian* on the Santa Cruz in the few journeys that he 
could manage to make into the hinterland.

Just when resident missionaries were-again provided for the : 
northern missions is unknown. However, Father Jacob© Sedelmayr' s 
coming to Tubutama in 1736 supplemented Keller's journeys to the

vacant missions. Sedelmayr's ministrations during his first year of
/

residence took him 2$0 miles to the rancherias and pueblos lying north .
' 25 ...........

of his mission.
• ' r *... : f  ■

At some time between Father Sedelmayr' s coming to Pimeria in 
1736 and 1739, a resident priest, Alexandre Rapicani, was assigned to 
Guebavi and from that time to the expulsion of the Jesuits in 1767, the

Santa Cruz Valley was rarely without the leaderdiip of the Jesuit 
26

missionaries. Therefore, for the remainder of the Jesuit period the

#5̂ * . * j * »

H. E. Mills, "Father Jacob© Sedelmayr, A Forgotten Chapter in Arizona 
Missionary History," Arizona Historical Review. VII, No. 1, January 
1936, pp. 3ff«
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northern missions enjoyed a period of oonparative prosperity, and it

was not long before new visiting places branched forth from the main
missions, new Indian pueblos having become Christian settlements.
During this period the Pima settlement of Tubac, mentioned in the

27 ' '
Eudo Bnaayo as a visits of Guebayi before 1751, entered the Jesuit

padres* records as a place of Spanish as well as Indian settlement, and
Christian activity was recorded over the period of time that those

records were keptV The first entry was made on February 14, 1740, by
Father Alexandre Rapicani of Quebavi when in his words, "There were
married according to the rites of the Church, Francisco de Ortega and

Gertrude Barba, residents of Tubac, no impediments /In the marriage/
having been discovered." By 1741 Rapicani had left the mission of

Quebavi and Father Josa Torres de Perea had taken his place and was
administering to the pueblo of Tubac, for on November 12, 1741, the
baptism of a "young Spaniard* of Tubac, Miguel Ignacio, son of Luis

29
Villa la and Rosalia Duran of Tubac was recorded by Perea. From 1739 26 * * 29

26 ....
Tubaca Y Otroa, the Jesuit journal of baptisms, deaths and marriages 

(1739-17677 for Quebavi and vicinity is preserved in the archives of the 
Bishop of Tucson, Tucson, Arizona. The first entry dated August 16,
1739 was made by Father Alexandro Rapicani of Quebavi.on ■ > ■ ~ - ■:

Tubac as a visita was a designated place enjoying periodic visits 
from the resident priest at Quebavi. The visiting priest administered 
to those of the Tubac locality and worked to induce greater numbers of 
natives to live within the boundaries of the local pueblo and accept 
the Roman Catholic religion.
4lfĵ ~ ... • «- ■ ' ' -• -

Oral trans. TubacaY Otroa by the Reverend Victor Stoner, rector of 
Saint John the Evangelist, Tucson, Arizona.
29 .

Ibid. The first entry in Tubaca Y Otros made by Father Jose Torres 
de Perea was on February 19, 1741. .
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until their expulsion in 1767# as many as seventeen different Jesuit

priests kept account of their activities in the journal ahich seems to
:

have been kept at Guebavi, and visitors as well as resident priests
30

administered to those dwelling in Tubac. Many of them referred to the
31

visita as that of “Santa Gertrudis de Tubaea.*

At the same time of renewed missionary activity in Pimeria Alta,
there continued so "frequent and open Indian depredations" that Venegas

in writing of conditions after 1740 said the name, Apache, came to be
"commonly given to every infidel or apostate acting as a declared 

32
enemy." The crimes committed by these frontier marauders had become so

numerous that action against them could no longer be delayed. Sinaloa
and Sonora had just been united into a single administrative district
under Governor Manuel Bernal de Huidobro in the hopes that unified
command would result in unified action," and in 1734 upon a visit of the
new governor to the northern part of his province, the citizens presented

him with a petition for a presidio to be located in Pimeria Alta to
33

afford them better protection. Governor Huidobro verified the need for 

such by statements of prominent secular, clerical and military officials

30
. According to V. R. Stoner (The Spanish Missions of the Santa Cruz 

Valley, p. 36) the seventeen priests were as follows: (1) Alexandro. 
Rapicani, (2) Jose Torres de Perea, (3) Joseph Garrucho, (4) Francisco 
Pauer, (5) Miguel Gerstner, (6) Ignacio Pfefferknorh, (7) Custodio 
Ilmeno, (8) Ignacio Xavier Keller, (9) Ildefonso de la Pena, (10) 
Joachin Feliz Diaz, (U) Bartholomew Saenz, (12) Juan Nentwig, (33) 
Alonso Espinosa, (14) Bernardo Middendorf, (15) Joseph Manuel Didz del 
Carpio, (16) Miguel Copatillo, (17) Manuel Aguierre.
31 .

Tubaea Y Ofcros. : ' ,
32 .......

M. Venegas, A lateral and Civil History of California. II, p. 202.
33 ...........:.........

The request was made by Juan Mateo Manje, alcalde mayor of Sonora,
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and endorsed the request to the superior government which did not

couplete action until 1741 when the presidios of Terrenate and Pitic in
34

central Sonora were finally established. According to Venegas, the
flying garrison of Terrenate was fixed almost immediately at *San

Phelipe de Jefu Quevavi* because of its nearness to the territories of
the Apaches. This flying garrison consisted of a captain, a lieutenant,

35
an ensign, a sergeant and forty-seven soldiers.

In 1747 during a consultation of the viceroy and secretary of war, 

it was decided that the Apaches must be given a fatal blow, and orders 
were issued for each garrison, including the one at Guebavi, to con

tribute thirty soldiers and as many armed friendly Indians as possible. 
for a unified drive on the Apaches. The Jesuit fathers encouraged their 
pueblo residents to join the expedition and contributed horses and 

provisions. The crafty Apaches, however, were well aware of the prepar
ations being made against them and withdrew as the troops advanced.

Thus drawing many of the protecting troops away from the settled area,

others of them who had been alerted fell upon Sonora, killing and 
36

destroying. Another caapaign against the Apache was undertaken the 
following year, but was not much more successful than the last. There
fore it appeared that in spite of the increased protection, Apache

as official spokesman of the people* Donald Rowland, "The Sonora 
Frontier of New Spain, 1734-1745,8 in G. P. Hammond (ed.), New Spain 
and the Anglo American West. I. n. 149. ........
34 . - -

Ibjd. ; >. ■ ■ i .. . : ’ . .
35 ■ = ; , : '■ v "" • ■' . -■ .. ■

M. Venegas, A .Natural and Civil Hist m y  of California. ■■ II, p. 2£X2.

Ibid., pp. 206-207* . . \':L
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raids upon frcmtler communities continued, and the new presidios were - 

not sufficient'to cope with the situation# -
/

In the year that the greatest blow was to strike Pirosria Alta, 

conditions, with the exception of the Apache threat, soomed the very 

brightest. Eight missions ware occupied and each with a resident priest.

Father Jose Garrucho had replaced Perea at Guebavi and: waa also adMnis-
y , . . . . .  37 . .

taring to the settlements at Tubac, Tumacacori, and Arivaca. Kino1s 
dream of the extension of missions to the Gila seemed near at hand, 
and Sedelmayr’s hopes of their extension to the Colorado seemed very 
possible. Then the blow fell.

On November 21, 1751, the Pima Indians arose simultaneously against
Spanish authority which was concentrated mainly in the hands of the

missionaries at that time. The exact reason of the uprising has never
been determined but three contributing factors have been accepted.
Indian lands had been appropriated by'the Spaniards; missionaries

punished wayward Indians, sometimes unnecessarily severely; the'strong
Indian chief, Luis Oacpicagigua, had often been offended by Spanish

38
padres refusing to recognize his leadership of the Pima nation.

The revolt centered about the missions at sSric, Sonoita, Tubutama and 37 *

37
The first entry in Tubaoa T Otros made by Padre Garrucho was on 

December 21, 1746 when he performed the marriage ceremony for Juanico 
Tubucube and Lucia Quiaituburx, residents of Tubac.

Upon recommendation of Visitor General Jose* Rodriquez Gallardo in 
1749, Luis Oacpicagigua was appointed Captain-general of the Pima 
nation by Governor Diego Parrilia of Sonora as a reward for his aid in 
the famish campaign against the Seris. Fathers Keller of San Ignacio 
and Nentwig of S^rie repeatedly refused him recognition. H. E. Mills, 
"Father Jacobo Sedelmayr, a Forgotten Chapter in Arizona Missionary 
History," Arizona Historical Review. VII, No. 1, January 1936, pp. 3 ff.
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Oaborca, but even reached Quebavl and San Xavier in the north, although

the damage there was not so great. Fathers Francisco Pener of San
Xavier and Garrucho of Quebavl escaped to Sonora. In just three days
of Indian resistance some one hundred and fifty lives were lost; six of

39
the missions were sacked and four of them destroyed; tmo of the Jesuit 

40
padres mere killed, and the breach between the military and religious

41
administration of the frontier was widened. The faithfulness of erne of 

the Tubutama Indians in divulging the secret of the attack as it was 
planned was probably all that saved the remaining Spanish lives in the 
Pimeria and made it possible for peace to be established soon.

Governor Diego Ortiz Parrilla of the province of Sonora was 
advised of the uprising and dispatched an aragr north to overcome the 

native resistance. He made his headquarters at San Ignacio and sent 

Captain Jose Didfs del Carpio of the presidio of Terrenate to pursue 
luis and the fleeing Pirns, with orders to bring Luis to San Ignacio for 

a conference. It was Parrilla*s intention to forgive the Indians if 

they were willing to come back peacefully and settle in their pueblos.
On March 7, 1752, Captain Diaz made his headquarters at Tubac as the 
pasturage was plentiful in that region and the route to Terrenate for * 40 41

The missions at Saric, Sondlta, Tubutama. and Oaborca were destroyed. 
Jose'de Ortega, Apoatolicos Afanes. pp. 448-451.
40 . ■ - ■ • .. • -y V • ' . /  - ■ ■

Fathers Henry Bhuen of Sonoita and Tomas Tello of Oaborca were 
murdered. Ibid.
41

A bitter quarrel ensued between Father Keller and Governor Parrilla 
as to each other's responsibility in causing the uprising. R. 0, Ewing, 
The Pima Uprising. 1751-1752 (MS. Ph.D. thesis), p. 206 ff.
- :.... . . . . . . . . .  • ■ ' .
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obtaining stppllea was good. By this time the rebel Indians had taken
refuge in the Santa Catalina Mountains and Didiz'a only method of

reaching them waa throu^i Indian scouts itiio carried the Spaniards'
threats of the use of arms to Oaepicagigua unless he consented to the

peaceful resettlement of his people. Either the Spanish threat of
force or the pangs of hunger finally had b o m  effect upon the natives ̂
for on March 18, 1752, the Pima chieftain humbled himself and arrived

at Tubac, shore he announced his readiness to accept Parrilla's terms.
After spending the night at Tubac, Oaepicagigua returned to the Santa

Catalina Mountains, told his followers to go back to their pueblos and

returned with his family to Tubac on March 22, prepared to meet
Parrilla. On the same day Dias and his men left Tubac with their
Indian prisoner and journeyed to San Ignacio, where final peace terms
were completed two days later. The Spaniards had restored peace but

had certainly not saved their honor. Father Keller had been removed
because of the blame placed on him by Oaepicagigua and because the

Jesuits in general were" in disrepute. Furthermore, the military
42

position of the Spaniards had not been strengthened in the least*
The situation in Pimeria Alta in 1752 at the end of the Pima 

uprising was a rather precarious one for New Qpain and this fact 
was realized by those responsible for the defense of the province.

The viceroy. Revilla Qigedo, was of the opinion that the revolt had 

been planned, that Spanish rule was threatened and that should the

42 '
For a complete account of the Pima uprising and surrender of 

Oaepicagigua, see Ibid.
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Pimas be successful in a future rebellion, dangers from the Apaches would

be Increased greatly and the whole frontier threatened. Furthermore^ a

successful P l m  revolt would be. an Inspiration and signal for all other
Indians within New Spain’s boundaries.

It was Juan do Albuerns, the Marqu/s de Altandra. auditor of New
Spain, who suggested the founding of a new presidio in Pimeria Alta to
Insure the safety of the frontier, and on January 16, 1752, Viceroy

Gigedo made issue of this in a letter to the King, adding that a new
garrison would also " 'facilitate Spanish advance to.the Gila and Colorado
Rivers.'* Juan Antonio Baltasar, father provincial, gave his opinion

✓concerning maintainance of peace in the. Pimeria when consulted, suggest

ing that a garrison of fifty men should be stationed in some likely 
spot between San Ignacio and Tubutaoa, and that special provisions 
should be made for supplying the garrison with the otherwise scarce 
arms and equipment. Father Baltasar likewise recommended that the 
command of the new presidio be given to Captain Tomas de Beldarrain

43
eho knew the country and had proved himself in dealing with the Indians.

When Andreu, the fiscal, made his report to the viceroy, he also
seemed in.accordance with the prevailing opinions as to the need of a

/ 44
garrison stationed in Pimeria Alta.

Tomas de Beldarrain,^captain of a company of Sinoloa soldiers, had 
been sent to the Pimeria by Governor Parrilla immediately after the news 
of the revolt had reached Horcasltas* He made the first contacts with 
the Pimas and his report of the extent of the uprising was the first 
official survey which reached Parrilla. Beldarrain made his head
quarters at Santa Ana giving needed protection to the inhabitants of the 
whole Altar Valley. Ibid., pp. 96-98.
44 .. .... - ■ '

Ibid., pp. 235-242. ; ^
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Having studied the reports of his various officials and seeing the 

need for immediate action. Viceroy Gigedo instructed Parrilla to raise 

a force of fifty men for the ne# post and appoint a qualified 
commander. Then on January 2% he called a junta de gnerra y real : 

hacienda to give legal authorization for his actions and pass upon the 
details regarding the actual erection of the presidio. The purchase of 
arms and munitions was placed"in the hands of it s captain eho was to 

be selected by the viceroy. The site of the garrison, on the Other 
hand, was to be chosen by the governor. Further action was taken which 

would effect all presidios as well as the new one. Each presidio 

was to be supplied with "four small cannon, fifty guns and lances and 
sufficient gunpowder," all to be purchased by the various commanders at 
the expense of the royal treasury and taken charge of by him in an 
armory. Each commandant then would be obliged to accept the respon
sibility of maintenance and distribution of arms as well as the making 
of inventories.

On January 31, 1 7 %  Viceroy Gigedo issued a decree concerning the 
actions of the junta ami formally established the new presidio, but it 
was hot until March 18 that word reached Parrilla of his responsibility 
in choosing a site for the establishment. Accordingly, on March 26,
1 7 %  Parrilla founded a garrison to be stationed at Santa Ana temporarily, 
appointed Captain Beldarrain its commander and chose fifty soldiers 

to staff the garrison, their salaries to begin on April 1. Parrilla

45 - . < • • ’ .■ - • • " ...• : . ■ - ■ 1,
R. C. Ewing (The Pima Uprising, 1751-1752. MS. Ph.D. thesis) lists 

those to be stationed in the.new.garrison as follows: (1) Captain Tomas 
de Beldarrdfin, (2) lieutenant Simon Thaboada, (3) Alfdrez Juan Ramirez,
(4) Sergeant Juan Maria-Oliva, (5) Corporal Joseph Moraga, (6) Corporal
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had left San Ignacio as soon as peace was established and his presence
was no longer required, so that by,April 4 he and his men had returned
to Horcasitas and he could concern himself with plans for a permanent

presidio site. Farrilia consulted those 1*0 were well acquainted with
Pimeria Alta, and taking their advice, he divided the garrison, placing
thirty men under the command of Beldarrain to be stationed at Tubao

and the remaining twenty under a lesser officer at Ocuca in San Ignacio

Valley. Suggestions were also made for the fortification of each site
within an adobe wall, but it appears that Ocuca was occupied by troops
for only a very short time and Tubac became the site of the permanent 

46
garrison. -

Tubac, the garrison, was situated on the west bank of Bio Santa 
Cruz at the site of what had been one of the friendly Pima Indian 

settlements along the road to Sonora, its location being described as . 

thirty-one degrees forty minutes north latitude and 111 degrees five

Nicolas Burruel, (7) Joseph Est^van do Espaha, (8) Francisco de 
Zalazar, (9) Bernardo Urquisso, (10) Francisco Xavier de la Cruz, (11) 
Julliih Anttonio de Albisu, (12) Joseph Anttonio de Salazar, (13) 
Joseph Maria Orozco, (14) Santtiago Medina,.(15) Ignacio Porado,
(16) Ignacio Joseph Castillo, (17) Juan Manuel Marttlnez; (18) Joseph 
Nicolis Torres, (19) Bartholoma' de Eatrada, (20) Salbador Corona, (21) 
Salbador Contreras, (22) Juan Manuel Burrael, (23) Francisco Facundo 
Safiichez, (24) Joseph SAhohez Thovar, (25) Marcos Pelegrino, (26) 
Joachin de Ussarraga, (27) Joseph Anttonio Harriets, (28) Pasqual ; 
Gallego, (29) Andrea Carrillo, (30) Juan Medina, (31) Ignacio Moraga, 
(32) Guillermo Munguia, (33) Joseph Anttonio Maldonado, (34) Miguel de 
Tuyna, (35) Jttan Narcisco Marttlnez, (36) Bamdn leal, (37) Vizentte 
Balenzuela, (38) Manuel Gonzalez, (39) Carlos Marquds, (40) Juan 
Porttillo, (41) Juan Ignacio Cota, (42) Francisco Xavier de Arriola, 
(43) Manuel Ramirez, (44) Cayetano Lirndh, (45) Gregorio Mcnrreal, (46) 
Nicolas Gonzilez, (47) Juan de Luque, (48) Juan Baldenebro, (49) 
Anttonio Iguera, (50) Simon de Arguelles, (51) Joachin Gonzalez. , 
46 . ■ . . - ; - , •-

Ibid., pp. 243-252.
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47
minutes neat longitude. With the exception of only three natives, the

48
original population had fled from Tubac during the uprising and had 

49
not returned. Yet this site remained an exceedingly advantageous spot
for settlement and was considered ideal for the location of the new

garrison. Here the Santa Cruz River was a clear running stream of great
enough size to furnish irrigation water during a good part of the
season, and the agricultural land was of sufficient quality and quantity

to support a good sized settlement. Further, Tubac was located in the
heart of the Pima country where any new revolt could be detected quickly
and put.down, and it was in the midst of the Apache raiding area where

a garrison could prevent many forays beyond the borders of the frontier

province. Tubac*s site was just three miles northwest of Tumacacori

and eighteen miles northwest of the Guebavi mission which had previously
50

served the spiritual needs of its inhabitants. To the north of Tubac,
51

six miles distant, was the Sop or i Rancho. The garrison had to give * 48 49 50

E. Coues, On the Trail of a Spanish Pioneer. the Diary aid Itlnery 
of Francisco Garcda. I, p. 707
48 ~ ~

According to R. C. Ewing (op. cit., pp. 166-168), on December 27, 
1751 Alfdrez Fontes of Horcasitas led seventy soldiers from Terrenate 
to make reconnaissance in the vicinity of Guebavi and Tubac. Because 
of the many fresh tracks in the area of Tubac, they expected to find 
many Indians. "However, only three persons were discovered living in 
the village. A native named Pasqual, an Indian woman, and a small 
child were now the only inhabitants." Pasqual became extremely useful 
to Fontes and the Spanish cause when he offered his services as a 
courier to the still faithful Pimas of Soanca and Cocospera.
49 7

The Rudo Ensayo (p. 255), explains that the natives settled at 
Tumacacori, three miles south of Tubac, after the uprising. This did 
not appear to be a good move for "they did not have there as good lands 
as at Tubaca and their plantations were uncertain."
50

Fr. Z. Engelhard!, The Franciscans in Arizona, p. 72.
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protection to these settlements as well as Tucubavi, forty miles south

west; Arivaca, twenty-one miles west; San Luis Beltran, ninety miles 
southwest and San Xavier, thirty miles north. The presidial name of the

garrison settlement was San Ignacio de Tubac, San Ignacio being the
, . ' ' ' ' 52

name also applied to the mission to the south. The word Tubac is said
to mean Hadobe house" or "ruined house," the word Bac, occurring in 

1 " • . 53
various other early Spanish names* This then was the Tubac of 1752,
the northernmost frontier garrison of New Spain, strategically located,- . - , . ■ ■ . . . . .

and destined to become a thriving little Spanish community as well 
the assurance of protection for the surrounding countryside.

There are no known records indicating just how Tubac prospered
54

under its first commander, Beldarr^in. That it did prosper, at least 
moderately, there is no doubt. The population between the years 1754 

and 1757 reached 411, including the garrison. Garrison quarters and 

fortifications were conpleted under Captain Beldarraln* a direction, . ;

construction being of the only immediately available material, adobe. 

Thus Tubac remained true to the name given to it when the first crude 
adobe huts upon this site were occupied by the native Fimas. 51 52 53 * 55

51
Kudo Bnsayo. p. 254.

52
F. ¥• Hodge, Handbook of Anar lean Indians North of Mexico, p. $30.

53 /
E. Cones, op. cit., p. 69.

continued in command at Tubac until his death September 
7, 1759* He died in Guebavi and Fauer buried him in the chtirch "a las 
grades." V. R. Stoner, The Spanish Missions of the Santa Cruz Valley, 
p* 37.
55 -

F. W. Hodge, og,. cit., p. $30.
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The presidios were all important in the Spanish system of penetra
tion and control and they were organized in accordance with the laws of 

the Indies. Tubac was no exception. The force of the garrison was 
not large because the Spanish soldiers with their superior equipment 

were more than a match for many more Indians. The government en
couraged permanent settlement around presidios, and soldiers were 

encouraged to marry native women. Under the order of Pedro de Neva 

in 1791, the intendentes were authorized to grant house lots to any*- 
one who wished a residence within the garrison's Immediate protection.
A grant of four square leagues was given each presidio for this 

56
• purpose, and captains of the garrisons could issue the grants. As in the
case of Tubac a pueblo grew up around the garrison in a very short 

57
time. As soon as the settlement contained thirty persons, a council 
was set up composed of "two alcaldes, six regidorea. one syndico or 
prosecuting attorney, and one superintendent of the municipal property." 
Common lands containing pastures, hunting and fishing grounds, the

orchard and quarries were designated. Each pueblo had its plaza, church
/

and court house around which the dwellings were grouped, and a short 
distance from the village were the milpaa or cultivated lands of each 

family. Beyond the milpas were found the haciendas or stock ranches 

In charge of the najoromoa #10 also lived in the village. According to 
law each of the inhabitants of the pueblo was to have ten cows, four

The old Spanish square land league contained about 4,439 acres.-
R. H. Mattie on, "Early Spanish and Mexican Settlements in Arizona," 

New Mexico Historical Review, XXI, No. 3, October I946, p. 281.



-  23 -

oxen, one mare, one sow, twenty ewes, six hens and one cock. Beyond 

all limits of development, the lands were considered royal lands and 

could be used in common with other pueblos* Tubac seems to have had 
a community organization of this pattern.

The earliest map available of the community of Tubac indicates that 
there were forty-nine dwellings south of the area enclosing the garrison 
and eleven dwellings north of the garrison buildings. Sixty-four milpas 

were cultivated on the river banks. The garrison buildings included a 

fortification with captain * s and guards* quarters and approximately 
twelve other buildings. A cemetery was also located in the immediate

59
vicinity of the garrison area in the center of the village* A church 
was not located on the first map of Tubac, but records indicate that 

the village came to be served by itinerant priests after 1754 even 
though a building had not yet been provided. Therefore, the complete 
.welfare of this early Spanish community was attended to in soma 

measure, and Tubac itself seemed to assure the welfare of the remainder 
of northern Pimeria.

ELth the founding of Tubac, the stage was again set for a period 
of northward advancement of Spanish civilization, reoccupation of the 

abandoned missions of the Santa Cruz Valley and the extension of the 
Roman Catholic faith still further into the wilderness. * 59

58....
Ibid., p. 278.

59 z
The earliest map of Tubac was drawn in about 1760 by Jose Urrutia 

and located by Godfrey Qykes among the manuscript maps in the British 
Museum. . • : : .
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CHAPTER II

Tubac under Commander Joan Bautista de Anza

Although immediate protection was afforded the neighboring missions 

of Pimer^a Alta \q>on the establitiunent of the garrison at Tubac, it 

is rather doubtful that they were reoccupied as soon as they might have 
been* It is probable that for a time there was very little spiritual 

direction in Pimeria and in the garrison village of Tubac, but by 1754 
the Jesuits were again making regular visits. The last entry in the
church journal before the revolt was made on November 21, 1753* by

■ ~ • 1
Padre Joseph Garrucho, and directly after that entry Francisco Pauer 
wrote:

On this day there arose in rebellion all of this Pima 
nation for which cause they were left without a minister 
until this year of 1754 in which year they began to 
return to the church and for proof I have signed it* 2

Francisco Pauer*

The first entry recording Jesuit activity after the rebellion was in 
the year 1754, on February 18, when Pauer made note of the burial of 
ttXtoval Salazar of Guebavi, killed by Apaches." Pauer seems for a 
time to have administered to San Xavier, Tucson, Tubac and Tumacacori, 
located within a sixty mile radius of his residence at San Xavier.

1 ....... -
The last entry of Joseph Garrucho in TubacaY Otros concerned the 

baptism of "Lorenzo, five or six years of age, son of Xavier, a widower, 
Vbotuss, padrino Juanico Cavasstutoc, governor of the pueblo of Arivaca." 2

Oral trans. the Reverend Victor R. Stoner, rector Saint John the 
Evangelist, Tucson, Arizona.
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The number of baptisms administered on the first visit of Pauer to

Tubac and Tumacacori during 1754 wire recorded as numbering sixty-
3

four for the two pueblos together. The author of the Kudo gnsayo 
wrote that by 1755 the parish priest of Naooeari, Don Joaquin ;
Rodriquez Key, who resided at Fort Fronteras, was also administering 

to the presidio of Tubac but was killed by Apaches on his way to the
4 .

post even though he had an escort of soldiers. It seems that early 

Tubac never did have a resident Jesuit priest but continued as a 
visita. After the murder of Father Key, Bachelor D. Joachim Felix 
Diaz served Nacosari and Tubac tenporarily. In 1765 Father Manuel

Didfz del Garpio of Nacosari made regular visits to Tubac and mention was
' ' . 5

then made that the pueblo was still without a chapel.
The Nacosari parish was considered to be one of the richest in 

the diocese of Durango because of the fact that it had "one fort more* 
in its area of ministration, that of Tubac, "the revenue from which, 

more or less, according to the times, was three hundred‘pesosY Some

thing, however> had to be deducted from this sum because the captains

paid the taxes of the troops, not in specie, but in goods as ... the6
soldiers themselves were paid." In spite of the richness of this parish, 

says the author of the Kudo Ensavo. it was difficult for the Bishop of

3 ....
J. B. Salpointe, Soldiers of the Gross, p. 133.£
Kudo Enseyo. p. 258.

5" : '■■"■■■■ . '■ -- ' ' '
Pedro Tamaron, Deaostracion de Vastlsino Qbispado deLa Nueva Vizcaya.

1765. p. 305.
6 , r
Kudo Bnsayo. p. 259*
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Durango to find a priest who oared to fill this rectory because the

province nas so overrun by eneny Apaches. , •
The Apaches# however, can not be blamed for the rapid decline

in the prosperity of the missions and the failure of the Jesuits to

extend their field of activity. The bitter quarrel between the military
and the missionaries as to the causes of the outbreak of the Pima
uprising certainly fostered that decline. As had been evidenced, many

of the Indians did not like the restraints of mission life; the. whites
wished to take advantage of secularisation by appropriating mission
lands and exploiting the Indian, and the government saw profit in

secularization in the form of tribute which would then be forthcoming 
7

from the Indians. All things being considered, the Jesuits became less
and less influential in Sonora until the year 1767 when they were ex-8
polled by Spanish decree and all mission property was confiscated,_. 
the Jesuits being looked upon as the owners instead of the Indiana. - 

Captain Lorenzo Cancio, idio had managed the expulsion, also placed 

royal soldier-commissaries in charge of the property.
According to Bancroft there, is no information available regarding 

the definite acts of the royal commissaries in Pimeria. Alta, but 
there is evidence that many of them neglected their duties, for by the

7 ..........
According to Spanish law mission status was to be obtained for only 

a ten year period. Missions were then to be secularized and missionary 
activity was supposed to move on toward the frontier. However, 
missionaries resisted secularization because Christianization of the 
Indian was seldom completed in ten years. Furthermore, Indian lands were 
safe from claim seekers as long as they were within the missions.
8  I'::'..;. V  - W  ; ' - -■ - .'V-- ‘ m .r ■
The last entry in Tubaca l Otroa was made by Father Cust odio Ximenez 

on June 14, 1767.
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time the Franciscans arrived a year later, missions ware already

falling in ruins. By order of the King in 1767, Marques de Croix,
viceroy of New Spain, had sent a petition to the superior of the
Franciscan college of Santa Cruz de Querdtaro for fourteen priests to

take charge of the missions of Sonora, and thus in June 1768 Pimeria
Alta was restaffed with bearers of the Faith, Franciscan priests with

9
Father Mariano Antonide Buena superior of the group. It was then that

the Franciscans found that the Indians had gone back to their roving

habits and cared less than ever for mission life; many of the missions
had been plundered by the. Apaches and means of support were completely

lacking in most cases. Because the Franciscan friars had nothing to do
with the teaporalities of the missions at first, the natives did not

think it necessary to obey the orders of the missionaries or to work
without pay. Thus the situation of the new priests was doubly hard.

It was Josrf'de Galvez, visitor general of New Spain, who finally

came to the aid of the Franciscans in their extreme difficulties. In

making his survey of the frontier provinces in 1769, Galvez ordered the

accounts of the royal commissaries examined and the report of this
examination resulted in the return of temporalities to the religious

director of the respective missions. On October 20, 1769, when this
report was presented to Gilvez, the middled state of the stewardship
of the commissaries came to light. Only a vague idea of the property

10
left by the Jesuits was evident. Consequently, in 1770 the visitor

J. D. Arricivita, Cronica serafica y apostolic a del Coleglo de 
Propaganda fide de la Santa Cruz.de Queretaro en la Nueva Espa^a. 
pp. 394-395...................... ..........................
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general ordered the northern missions put in charge of the Franciscans

Tdth property turned over to their control. They may have also received
the sum of three hundred dollars each from the royal treasury to be

11
used in restoration of religious work in their respective missions• 

However, no provisions were made for caring for and feeding the Indians 
and the friars were obliged to work without funds# .Thus the long years 

of conflict between the government and religious orders resulted in a 
Pimeria Alta where it was impossible to restore peace and prosperity, 
where padres could manage to keep only skeleton communities together and 
exercise but slight control over Indians who were Christian only in 
name.

With the coming of the Franciscan fathers, Tubao again became a 
point of visitation in a new religious: circuit. Friar Juan Chrisostonto 
Gil de Bernabe, idxo arrived in Guebavi in June 1768, found attached to 
his mission the stations of Calabasas, Sonoitac, Tumacacori and the 
presidio of Tubeo. He was considerably hanpered in his services, for 
he did not know the language of the Indians and had to go his rounds 

always accompanied by an interpreter; but he served his parish and 
vlsitas well until 1771 when he was appointed president of the Sonora 

Franciscans tpon the resignation of Buena. It appears that Father 
Bernabe left Guebavi in March 1772 and was succeeded by Bartholeme'

10 ■ ,.... ■ - - . . ■
H. I. Priestley, Jose de Galvez. Visitor General of New Spain, p. 285.

11 - . ■ , . . .....• • ... . : .' .' .;.) - '
T. B. Parish.-History of Arizona. I. p. 67.

12   .....
J. D. Arricivita, og. cit., pp. 426-4^), 515-524.
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13
Ximeno in July of that year. Father Xiaeh® did not attend Guebavi or

14
its visitas for more than a few months, and during the early spring 

; ' of 1773 Guebavi ceased to be the head mission and became a visita of
; is —

Tumacacori* Consequently, Tubac also became a visits of Teewcaeori

and was visited by its priest. Father Caspar de Clemente, who seems to

have arrived at Tumacacori about the same time Ximeno began serving 
16

Guebavi. "With the establishment of the head mission at Tumacacori,

the Franciscan church journal, De Galabasas Bautismos. was also
removed from Guebavi to Tumacacori, and visiting priests tarried at
the head mission instead.of at Guebavi. Father Clemente served the

17
southern Santa Cruz missions until 1775*

The early years of Franciscan ministrations in Tubac were years 

in which the little village grew in spite of the inconveniences of 
frontier living. It was during this time that it experienced its most 
brilliant period as a garrison town, with Juan Bautista de Anza in 

command of its troops and directing its fortunes. Anza himself was a 

brilliant figure. He had been exposed to the military problems of the 13 * 15 * 17

13
The last entry made by Gil de Bemabe in the Franciscan church 

register, De Galabasas Bautiaaos, preserved in the archives of the 
Bishop of Tucson, was on March 7, 1772.

The first entry in De Galabasas Bautismoa made by Bartholome' Ximeno 
was on July 6, 1772, and his last.one was made on April 19, 1773.
15

V. R. Stoner, The Spanish Missions of the Santa Cruz Valley, p. 53.
The first entry in De Galabasas Bautismos made by Caspar de Clemente 

was on November 16, 1772*
17 . ■ ......

The last entry in De Galabasas Bautismos made by Clemente was on 
January 23, 1775*
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frontier from the time of his birth and had been in service against
18

warring Indiana constantly since 1753• He had been a lieutenant of 
the presidio of Fronteras and had taken part in a campaign against 
the Apaches under Captain Gabriel de Vildosola in 1758* On February 

19> 1760, he was promoted to the captaincy of the presidio of Tubac, 

but because of the sudden death of Viceroy Marques de Amarillas, this 

appointment was not confirmed for some time. However, Ansa had begun 

service at Tubac by 1763, for Bishop Pedro Tamardn, who visited Tubac 
during that year, mentioned that "Captain Ansa" was a married man, his 
wife being the sister of the rector of. the Nacosari parish and chaplain 

of the presidio of Tubac, Jos/ Manuel M i s  del Carpio.
There are many records indicating that Ansa was a man of character 

and ability, and he seems to have been among the most active of the 
frontier commanders* Father Pedro Font called him "an able and 
courageous officer," and in making his frontier survey. Marquee de 

Bubi noted his intelligence, his unselfishness and his constant 

service to Spain. After accepting service at Tubac, Ansa redoubled his 

efforts to make the frontier province safe from raiding Apaches and in 
1766 led a campaign against them. In the Sonora campaign made by 
Domingo de Elizondo in 1769, Anza commanded fifty-five men and was 
one of the three commanders engaged in an attack on the Gerro Prieto.

18 V .
Juan Bautista de Ansa was born at the presidio of Fronteras in 1735 

where his father served as captain. His grandfather had served in the 
same capacity for thirty years at Janos. C. E. Chapman/ The Founding 
of Spanish California, p. 154* . .
19 x

P* Tamaron, op. cit*. p. 113.
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In 1770 Anaa petitioned that he be confirmed as full captain of the

cavalry and in that petition he mentioned that he had been wounded
twice, "that he had been in fourteen general engagements and many
lesser; ones, that his troops had killed.115 persons, captured 109,

20
and taken over 2500 cattle.” It seems, however, that Anza*3 petition
was put aside for the time being by-the King's minister, Julian de
Arriga, who wrote to Ansa telling him that it would be granted

eventually if Anza continued to merit the viceroy's approval* Anza's

superiors, including Viceroy Marques de Croix, approved the petition,
but General Alejandro O'Reilly's suggestion that the full command of
a presidio was a very lucrative post and should only be given as an

21
exceptional reward for service was heeded by Arriga. Anza seems not
to have been discouraged by a postponement of the realization of his
desire and continued to distinguish himself at his post at Tubao and
on the Indian frontier* Though net always successful in resisting
enemy depredation, Tubac for the most part, remained a bulwark against

22
the ever marauding Apache. . . „

Apache trouble was growing bn the frontier. In 1771 a campaign 
was planned which many hoped would permanently serve to reduce the 
Apaches and rid the frontier of their threat forever. The presidio - 
captains of Terrenate, Tubac, aid Fronteras were ordered to combine

20............
C. E. Chapman, og. oit., p. 150.

21  
General O'Reilly must have been recognising the opportunity for 

graft in the command of a presidio because the salary of a full captain 
seems to have not been great.
22 _

C. E. Chapman, 0£. oit.. pp. 150-152.
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their troopa at Janos from -which they would march into the Indian

territory# Yet with a ooribined force the captains did not feel that
they were any match for the Apaches, so they asked for more equipment
and reinforcements from other presidios# Because of Pima and Yuma
Indian difficulties troops could net be spared from Altar, Pitic or

Buenavista, but Viceroy Antonie Maria Bueareli requisitioned the
necessary supplies# Then as the campaign was about to begin, the Pima

Indians made war on the Seris and the campaign against the Apaches had

to be abandoned to suppress Indian trouble closer home# Consequently,
23

the Apache raids contined unabated#

Even frontier presidios were jiot immune to the Apache threat, 
though troops were constantly present. On October 17, 1772, at midday 
the eneny swooped down upon Tubac aid stole more than a hundred horses# 
Terrenate had a similar experience a few days later# Such boldness 
by the Apache was attributed to laxness of discipline on the part of 

the presidio captains# Governor Matheo Sastre of Sonora admohidied 
Captain Anza and Captain Vildosola of Terrenate that they had failed to 

place patrols to cover all possible avenues of enemy approach despite 
his orders to do so# He further remarked that his orders had been 
obeyed at the other presidios and they bed escaped difficulty. It is 
evident that these same two instances caused Viceroy Bueareli to 
write to Inspector-General Hugo Oconor telling him that Apache trouble 

must be checked or it might be the downfall of the frontier provinces. 
He also added that the Indians seemed not to be seeking opposition but 23

23 ....
Ibid., p. 132.
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took advantage of all carelessness and -weakness, and therefore,
24

watchfulness and resistance to them must always be prepared.

The Immediate result of Governor Sastre*s rebuke and Bucareli’s 
letter upon the post of Tubac is not known. However, one might guess 
that greater precautionary measures were taken to prevent Indian raids, 

for Ansa did not seem to be one to ignore higher authority or good . - 

advice. It might also be expected that Ansa was especially anxious to 
obtain the good will of BucareH just then as he had hopes that his 
plans for an overland route to California would soon find favor with 
the viceroy.

In a letter dated May 2, 1772, and written from Tubac, Ansa 
proposed to Bucareli that he.be given permission to lead,an expedition 
to New or Upper California for the purpose of opening a land route 

from Sonora to Monterey. It was thought that a land route to California 
would be exceedingly advantageous to New Spain because colonists, stock 
and provisions could then go directly to California from Mexico 
without an ocean voyage. Colonizing and defending the new region would 

become facilitated by less expense, greater ease of travel and less 
danger of loss of cargo.

This idea had been growing in Ansa’s mind for quite some time.
Father Francisco Garoes, resident Franciscan at San Xavier, mentioned
that Ansa had made such an offer during Jesuit times, and GSflvez had

been consulted by Ansa as to the possibility of his being given that 
'' v. " 2$

responsibility at the time of the attack on the Cerro Prieto in 1769.

24 7 . . . : :
Ibid..on. 102—133*



- 3 4

Anza also felt sure that he could succeed in such a venture, for the

Pimas had heard from the Toma Indiana of nhite men sailing up -and down
the coast of California, and if that news could travel by land from the

coast, he knew that he could traverse the same area. Galvez is said to
26

have favored the idea, but in 1769 every available man was needed on the 
frontier against the Indiana and such an expedition could be postponed.
In the meantime in his exploring west of the Colorado River, Father 

Garce's had kept in touch with Anza and came by much knowledge of that 
region, assuring Ansa of the friendliness of the natives and the near
ness of the blue sierra which he had observed. In Anza'a letter to 
Bucareli in 1772, he asserted that he wished •to serve his Majesty

.7:
and enlarge his royal domain** by opening a road from Sonora to the

coast. He reviewed the stories he had heard from the Indians and the
explorations of Garces, and asked if the request were granted that Garces
be allowed to join the expedition. He also asked to be permitted to .

take - twenty or twenty-five men from his own company at Tubao.' He
could be sure of their loyalty. It was suggested that October would

be the best time to begin the expedition as that time of year, would
27

assure Anza of plenty of water, pasture and good weather.

26 p* :L53* ■ ' . ,
Russians were threatening Spanish domination on the Pacific coast, 

and to make New Spain more secure, Galvez had organized the Caspar de 
PortolX and Friar Junipero Serra expeditions to occupy the California 
harbors* However, these posts (Monterey and Sari Diego) were isolated 
and insecure unless a stronger colony could be planted arid communication 
established with Mexico. ; • :

* ■ •- ' -r  ̂>

Anza to Bucareli, Tubao, May 2, 1772, in H. E..Boltto, Anza*3 
California Expeditions. V. p. 3.
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In 1772 JLnaa's letter received the immediate "attention of
government officials. Bucareli forwarded his recommendation to the

King, and by August referred the matter to a competent engineer,

Miguel Cost ana who had been with the Caspar de PortolSi expedition
to California. Costanso estimated that it was 180 leagues from Tubac
to San Diego by a straight route and considered the proposed journey 

28
possible. Joseph Antonio de Areche, the fiscal, was consulted next,

and in October - recommended that Ansa1 a proposal be accepted and that.

; two of Portola’s soldiers be sent to Tubac to guide the expedition
when it - should arrive in California. Areche further suggested that
Ansa should be cautioned to deal carefully with the Indians along
the way and with the help of Oarces make friends of them. Hhen

Governor Matheo Sastre of Sonora was requested to:glve his opinion,
he did not oppose Ansa’s plan but he did raise a number of questions

30
as to the feasibility of the expedition. Other reports were most '
favorable to Ansa’s request and in the autumn of 1772 Bucareli wrote

to Ansa. Ansa, however, was at a distant post on the Apache frontier
31

at that time and the letter did not reach him until January 22, 1773. 28 29 30 31

28
Costanso to Bucareli, Mexico, September 5, 1772, Ibid., pp..8-11.

29 . ... . . . . . .
Areche to Bucareli, October 12, 1772, Ibid., pp. 12-23.

30 .
Sastre to Bucareli, October 19, 1772, Ibid.. p. 33.

31 - " '■ ■■'' ' ’ ' ' - ' : /. .
. Another.campaign had been planned against the Apaches that month.

Upon Governor Sastre’s recommendation forty-eight men from Terrenate and 
thirty from Tubac were reinforcing Captain Vildosola’s command. Vildosola 
of Fronteras had been commissioned to direct the troop movements in • 
accordance with another expedition in Chihuahua. Governor Sastre 
massed a force on.the Sonora frontier to pursue the Apaches when they 
should be driven from Chihuahua but not a single Apache showed up. The 
Spanish forces in Chihuahua had failed to route the Indians and another
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Even then it was impossible for him to respond immediately, for he

found it necessary to await the granting of a furlough by Governor 
32

Sastre.

Anza reached Tubac late in February 1773 and immediately went

about planning.his venture. He sent for Garces and together they made
replies to Bucareli which would present united opinion. They requested

that they be responsible directly to the viceroy, that the governor of

Sonora furnish necessary provisions, and that Anza make his reports in
person to Bucareli upon his return# Anza said he would personally

33
provide the gifts for the Indians.

About the same time that Garces* and Anza's letters reached
Mexico City, Father Junipero Serra, president of the California missions,
also reached Mexico City and favorable action was assured. Serra told
of the extreme hardships experienced by the missions because of lack of
supplies, and heartily recommended that Anza * s plan be approved. In

spite of a good deal of pressure from those particularly interested,

however, it was not until September 9, 1773,that the Council of War and
Royal Exchequer approved the proposal and sent Juan Bautista Valdes, a
California soldier detailed to accompany Anza, with official dispatches 

34
to him. .

November and December 1773 were two busy months at Tubac. The

canpaign.came to naught. C. E. Chapman, op. cit., p. 134.
32 ' ..... . ■•

H."E.-Bolton, Anza's California Expeditions. V, pp. 54-57#
33 .

Anza to Bucareli, Tubac, March 7, 1773; Garces to Bucareli, March 8, 
1773, Ibid., pp. 57, 68.
34

Ibid., pp. 82-93#
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dispatches had reached Anza informing him that he had been commissioned

to carry out his proposed expedition, and on.-November 6 he informed
Bucareli by letter that December 15 had been chosen as the starting
date. The plan was to assemble the whole expedition at San Xavier
del Bac and go through the friendly Pima country to the Gila. There

at the Gila River Garctfs had arranged to have the"Pimas meet them and 
35

provide an escort. nAnsa busied himself gathering horses, mules and

supplies* Uniforms were furnished, pack saddles repaired, and old

muskets cleaned.** A companion had to be provided for Garces and for
that reason Fray Juan Dicfz of Gaborca was chosen to accompany the
party. December 15 cane and went and still Anza did not feel that

he had gathered enough provisions. A big undertaking was about to

begin and once the journey commenced, there would be no turning back
to correct an oversight. Activity increased in Tubac while the nApaches
watched Anza assembling mounts and cattle. Horse meat was to them a 

36
favorite food."

The first day of the new year found Anza*a expedition ready at 
last, but it also found the appetite of the crafty Apache awaiting 
satisfaction. Without any warning, on the night of January 2, the 
Indians raided the caballada. or horse herd, at Tubac, taking 130 head 
of choice animals set aside by Anza for his California trip,'and off 
they sped to their mountain hideouts without even arousing the sleeping 
village.- In the morning Anza found himself faced with his first set-

3 5 ...........
Ibid., I, p. 63.



- 38

37
back though the journey had not even , b e g u n . ; r

The loss of so many of his horses placed Anaa In a serious
predicament. They had to be replaced, but there were no more in the
vicinity of Tubac. furthermore, if the expedition tarried long enough

to have horses brought from the south, the Apaches might make another '

raid and steal those •which were still left, and perhaps the new ones

as well. It was now clear to Ansa that the northern route by way of

the Gila would probably be the expedition's undoing, for if the Apaches
knew of the preparations of the past month, they would also know of
the route which had been planned. The establishment of such a route
would be folly because of its nearness to the Apache haunts and the 

. " "" 38
dangers which would always be involved when it was traversed,

Anza laid new plans with great speed, and by January 7, 1774, the
expedition was ready to leave Tubac. It was decided that animals could
be replaced in the Altar Valley to the southwest of Tubac, and as that

route would be more free from Apache depredations, it could be explored

as a permanent route from New Spain to California, Oarces had left
his mission the day before and had arrived at Tubac. Though a year
and a half had passed since Ansa had first proposed the journey to
Bucareli, everything was ready at last. According to Carets' diary

40
thirty-four persons had assembled. Anza listed.thirty-three$

37 ......
Ibid., pp. 64-65.

38 z
Juan Diaz's diary. Ibid.. U .  p. 248.

39
Ibid.

4° ■ - /
E. Cones, op. cit., pp. 38-39.
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There were Anza, Garctfa and Dtaaj Valdes the California 
guide and courier j twenty volunteer soldiers from the 
Tubac presidio, including Corporal Sdnohez; Sebastian 
Tarabal, the runaway Lower Calif ornia mission Indian; 
an interpreter of the Pima tongue, who remains nameless 
throughout the expedition, taken because it was thought 
that the interior languages were Piman; a carpenter, 
five muleteers, and two of Anza's personal servants.
The pack train consisted of thirty-five mule loads of 
provisions, ammunition, and other baggage. Heeding 
Carets * s advice, a liberal supply of tobacco for the 
Indians was included. Sixty-five cattle were driven 
on foot for food along the route, Anza planned to 
take a hundred and forty saddle animals, obtaining part 
of them on the way, but the quota was never completed ,41

The departing expedition was not to be without a bit of entertainment
42

either, for one of the soldiers carried his violin with him.
It must have been a sight, indeed^ when on January 8, 1774, 

the expedition gathered on the Tubac drill field in front of the new 
adobe fortification. It was a big day for everyone, most of all for 
Anza and Garces who had dreamed and planned this day together.

In the morning Mass was sung with all the ceremony the 
rude outpost would permit; to invoke divine aid in the 
esqpedition, the Blessed Trinity and Holy Mary were 
chosen as patrons. At one in the afternoon the bugle 
blew, farewell tears were shed, handkerchiefs were 
waved by women and children, and the historic journeybegan.43

The little village of Tubac mist then have surely looked quiet and 
lonely to those who might have yearned to be with Anza and his 41 42 43

41
H, E. Bolton, Anza1 s California Expeditions, I, pp. 66-67.

42
Ibid., p. 67.

43
Ibid., p. b8.



party or to those eho had just bid farewell to,a loved one*/ -
There are few records to indicate just what occurred at Tubao

during the four and ope half months that Anza and those twenty of the
garrison force accompanying him were making that long trek to New

California and back* It is known, however, that arrangements had been

made for reinforcements to be brought up from presidios to the south
to sustain the garrison at Tubac during the absence of those soldiers

on the expedition* That the Apaches were still harassing the frontier

and becoming more bold is certain, for even uniformed troops moving
between the presidios during this time were subject to attack. In a
report to the viceroy from the frontier provinces in May of 1774,
mention was made that twice a detachment of ten men going from
Terrenate to relieve the garrison of Tubac had been attacked. However
the soldiers had defended themselves so that only one of the men had

44
been wounded and only two horses had been lost. May of 1774 was also 
the month in which the frontier provinces were being inspected by Don 

Antonio Bonilla, adjutant-inspector, and Tubac was receiving its 

inspection just as Anza and his expedition were nearing home.
Captain Anea*s homecoming was hastened by at least one day as 

word of his homeward approach had reached Inspector Bonilla while he 
was still at Tubac* Bonilla wished to see Anza and assign him to 
temporary duty at Terrenate until a commanding officer could be pro- 

curred from Janos to fill Terrenate1s then vacant post. Consequently, 

Bonilla dispatched six of Anza's soldiers from the Tubac post to meet

z r — ..... : .....
C. E. Chapman, op, cit., p. 303.



him and hasten his return. The return trip was made by way of the

Gila, and tqpon arrival at Tucson before daylight on May 26, 1774, Ansa
met the six men from Tubac. Perplexed over the orders to hasten, he
made up his mind to reach Tubac before nightfall if at all possible.

He commanded his outfit to follow at a reasonable speed behind him
in order that they might arrive the following day. Then Ansa, M a s
and the six soldiers who had come to meet them set out for Tubac,

which they reached just at sunset. There they were enthusiastically
greeted by the villagers and garrison. Ansa and Dias were also happy
to be back after their months of wandering in the wilderness and were
glad to reassure anxious friends and relatives of the remainder of the
outfit’s safe arrival the next day. News that Ansa was going to be
placed on temporary duty at Terrenate, however, was not so pleasant.
In fact Ansa was very disappointed ever the assignment because he

45
had made plans to start at once for Mexico to report to Bucareli.

As their commander had ordered, the rest of Anza’s train 
returned to Tubac on May 27:

Next day the rest of the train arrived, dusty, unshaven, 
ragged, weary, but glad to be home. The soldiers greeted 
them with a volley of musketry, the populace with vivas 
and embraces. The friars celebrated with a Mass of 
thanksgiving. Wives dressed in their best and children 
with their faces washed greeted husbands and fathers long
awaited.4° 45 46

45
H. E. Bolton, Anza’s California Expeditions. II, p. 242.

46
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Then came the tales of the journey, the recounting of individual
47

experiences and finally good food and joyful rest for the homecomers.
For Anza and Diaz rest was not immediately forthcoming. Anza

had to leave at onoe for Terrenate without completing the records of
the journey, and Diiz was left at Tubac to finish this job. Anza

requested Diis " 'who has made the observations in our transit, to

represent on a map what we have accomplished, to give the most

excellent senor viceroy an idea of the directions, villages, and other
48

particulars which we have n o t e d . ‘ Diiz stayed at Tubac until he was
finished and was gratified to hear later that his map along with a copy

of Anza1a diary was delivered into the viceroy's hards on November 13 
49

by Anza himself.

While Anza was at Mexico City reporting to the viceroy, he and
the seventeen of his soldiers who had accompanied him on the expedition
received special honor. Bucareli, in person, delivered a commission
to Anza on October 4, raising him to the rank of lieutenant colonel of
cavalry. Furthermore, each of the soldiers who had accompanied him all
of the way to San Gabriel was granted a bonus of one extra escudo a 

50 . -
month for life. These were, without a doubt, unusual rewards aid in-

51
dicative of special royal grace* By the granting of these favors * 48 * 50 51

Ibid. ' ■ : - •• - • ■ ' -
48 . \ • ' '• . ■ ■ - ; ' ' -  ̂ -

Anza's diary as found in Ibid., II. p. 242.

Ibid., p. 243.
5 0  _ ■ ' - - ■ - V: _ ': .. V . ■ ; v

An escudo is a gold coin worth eight pesos or a silver coin worth about 
a peso. -
51 ' • - •• ;

Ibid.. V, pp. 192-201. -
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Tubao met have shared somehat in the honors bestowed rpon its soldiers. 
Furthermore, stimulation had been given to a future undertaking upon 

the frontier. . : - :■ - . . w - : — . : . V.:v.
The next great frontier endeavor was also to be led by Anza, and

Tubao was again to share in the pr^arations# Plans to send a colony

over the new route to 0a3Lifomia had already been made by Viceroy

Bucareli before Ansa had even reached Mexico City with his report*

Bucareli felt that more settlers were essential to strengthen the presidio
of Monterey, and that the occupation of San Francisco harbor was
necessary. He also desired that a land expedition cooperate with Bruno
Hezeta's sea expedition.in exploring to the north of San Francisco ,

52
Bay, i This was truly to be,a great undertaking, for the leader of 
a colonizing expedition would be responsible for the welfare of whole 
families, helpless women and children in greater numbers than men 
bearing arms. ,

Anza was not now convincing officials of the feasibility of the 

expedition; the plans had been advanced and it was up to Anza to 

attend.to the details. Again he did.not wish to risk the journey with 
only raw recruits but requested permission to take ten of his own men 
who had previously accompanied him. They were men of good faith and 52

52 . . . ' .......  ' ‘ ■ .....  .... '
Bucareli.to Arriaga, Ibid., pp. 194-197, The Bruno Hezeta and Juan de 

Ayola sea expeditions were planned to secure the northern coast of 
California for Spain, Hezeta was instructed to reach sixty-five degrees 
north latitude before approaching land, examine as much of the coast as 
possible upon his return and take possession for Spain wherever he 
might land, Ayola was to make thorou^i exploration of San Francisco 
Bay. These expeditions left San Bias on March 16, 1775 and had cospleted 
their missions by September, Heeeta reached the mouth of the Columbia 
but probably went no farther than forty-nine degrees north. Illness 
of many of the crew coupelied his return. C. 8. Chapman, op. cit,, p. 243,
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hardy soldiers* However, the welfare of Tubac was still very much a

concern of Ansa, and he did not want the garrison weakened now that
the Apache threat was the very greatest. Therefore, he proposed that
an equal number of men should be recruited, five of them going to

Terrenate and five of them to Tubac. In that way five Terrenate
veterans could be released for duty at Tubac and neither presidle

53
would be greatly weakened. To these plans Bucareli assented. Ansa

was given permission to name ten veterans, a lieutenant and a
sergeant, enlist recruits and with, his own men conduct the colony to
Monterey at the expense of the royal treasury. He was also to assist

54
Fernando J, Rivera in exploring the San Francisco region. On December
16, 1774, the Council of War and Royal Exchequer approved plans, and

on December 23 Bucareli ordered that the decisions of the Council be 
55

put in effect. .

During the spring of 1775 Ansa was as busy with preparations for 
the colonizing expedition as he had been with plans for the exploring 

expedition nearly two years before, but Tubac did not participate in 

the actual gathering of supplies this time. Horcasitas, the seat of 
government in Sonora, was the scene of the greatest activity, and again 
mules, horses and cattle were gathered; provisions were gleaned from 
all over the province and whole families were completely clothed.
This early preparation was tedious and took more time than anyone had 53 * *

53............
H. E. Bolton, Anza'a California Expeditions. V, p. 211.
Decree by Bucareli, Ibid., pp. 214-215.

55
Ibid., pp. 248-258.
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anticipated, so again Anza did not get started -when he had hoped to.

He had expected to have the colony conpletely outfitted and at Tubac
by the e M  of September so that he could make his final start from
there early in the fall* It was at Tubac that he hoped to pick up

the remaining horses he needed from the presidio herd and complete.

the very last of the preparations, but again Ansa received his very
.....  56 :

worst set-back at the hands of the Apaches#

On September 7, before Anza and the colony had even left

Horcasitas, the Apaches made a raid on Tubac and this time with
' " " 57

greater success than ever before. The entire horse herd of more than 
five hundred animals were stolen, a loss so great as to leave Tubac * s 

defenses greatly weakened besides leaving Anza in grave difficulty# 
Anza had to make up the expedition’s loss with inferior beasts from . 
other parts of the province and enough of them could not even be 
found. Thus all animals were destined to be too heavily laden 
throughout the trip. The Apache raid also detained the ten soldiers 

of the Tubac garrison whom Anza had ordered to go to Horcasitas 
to escort the colony when it should be time for them to start, and 
Anza dared not set out unescorted with a defenseless colony. Upon 
hearing of the disaster that fell on his post, Anza immediately sent 
horses to Tubac to carry the escort. Much time was lost, however, 56 57

56 .... ' ...
Ibid., p. 227-228.

57
Father Pedro Font claimed in his diary that there were disorders 

at the Tubac presidio during Anza's absence and that the raid was 
made in the midst of that disorder (H. B. B o l t o n Anza1 a Calif ornia 
Expeditions, IV, p. ID) ................
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and the men did not arrive before the end of September. For this
. 58

reason an exceedingly late start was made with the colony.

In the afternoon of September 29 the colonial expedition finally
left Horcasitas and a successful journey was made to Tubac. One hundred

and seventy-seven persons made up the train as well as 140 mules loaded
. , 59 .... • . ■ „ :

with supplies and 450 riding horses and mules. The trip was perilous,
but not an Apache was sighted on the whole journey. Tubac was reached

60
on October 15.

The arrival of the expeditionary force must surely have created 
much excitement and activity in the little village of Tubac. For a 
week the population of this frontier settlement was swollen by about 
half as many inhabitants as it normally contained. One might expect 
that there were crowded homes where doors were thrown open to visitors 
to provide them with the last comforts they would see before establish

ing themselves in new homes in a new land. Of course only some of the 

visitors could be accommodated by Tubac dwellers. The rest had to be 

made confertable at a camp site within the town's defenses. No doubt 

the temporary swelling of the town's population created problems too, 
problems which Anza must have forseen because it was his desire to 
resume the march at once. However, the week had to be spent waiting 
for Sergeant Pablo Grizalva who had gone to Terrenate to get his

58 . .......
Ibid., XXX, pp. 3-4.

59 -
Ibid.. Ill, pp. 2-3; IV, pp. 2-4.

60
Ibid., p. 4.
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family and who did nob arrive In Tubac until October 21, For that

reason final preparations for departure were postponed until the61
following day,

October 22, 1775, the day before departure, was a Sunday, and
religious services were held in Tubac by Father Pedro Font, Thomas
Eixarch of Tumaoacori who ordinarily served the residents may have been
in attendance also, for he had been chosen along with Font to accompany

62
the expedition to California. However, on this particular Sunday
the visiting friar took the opportunity to minister to residents

and visitors alike. After mass was over, the new colonists were
encouraged and cheered, Nolite timers pussilus grex (Fear not little
flock) was Font *s text. He compared the trek to California to the
march of Israel through the Bed Sea to the Promised Land and thus
illustrated the necessity of patience, obedience and strength. He
told the new Californians to remember how God punished the Israelites
when they disobeyed Moses and warned them that they might also be
punished if they did not do as their leader, Anza, bid them to do.
Further, in the Virgin of Guadalupe, the whole party had a most

Influential patron who worked for.divine guidance of all good Christians.
Font and Anza1 s personal patron for the journey. Saint Francis of the
Portentous Wounds, would serve to invoke wisdom and aid in leadership

63
in this great undertaking. Thus Sunday served to put the whole colony 61 62

61  
Ibid,, p. 4* /

62
Thomas Eixarch followed Caspar de Clemente at Tumacacori. The first 

entry recorded in Da Calabasas Bautismos by Eixarch was made on March 14, 
1775, the last one. on. October. 1, .i/W5.""""There seems to have been no further 
entries made after the departure of Eixarch until September 1777.
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in a proper and prayerful frame of mind, and the day of departure 

on the morrow was anticipated.
The train which assembled on October 23 on the Tubac drill 

field was seven times as large as the one which assembled on January 8 
of the previous year. Sixty-three persons joined the expedition at 
Tubac and were added to the 177 which had arrived from Horcasitas,
The completed assembly consisted of Ansa; Fathers Font, Garces, and 

Thomas Eixarch; Vidal the commissary. Lieutenant Jose Joaquin Moraga 

and Sergeant Pablo Grijalva. There were the ten Tubac veterans idiom 
Ansa had chosen as escorts, eight soldier veterans from other presidios 
in Sonora and twenty raw recruits. Twenty-nine of these soldiers had
. .. - . 64 . ■ ■ , ' - : ' ■ ■ : ■
wives with them. Then there were 136 other persons, mostly the
children of the twenty-nine soldiers and wives, but also included in 
this number were four volunteer families who wished to settle in 
California, In addition there were four personal servants of the 

three priests, three Indian interpreters, three vaqueroa and twenty 

muleteers. The baggage included 140 mule loads belonging to the 
expedition and twenty-five loads belonging to individual colonists. 

There were 695 horses and mules and 355 head of cattle• The cattle
V: r ; ' . : - ' ' , - ■ • • ... : • , .were to provide food along the way and stock the first rancherfas

of California, It must have been an unusual assembly, indeed, 
to be gathered at a frontier settlement of New Spain. * 64

Font's diary, October 22, 1775, Ibid.. IV, p. 20.
64

lieutenant Moraga's wife was ill and could not join the expedition< 
Ibid., I, p. 242. 
b5

Ibid..IV. pp. 21-23.
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The train left Tubac on the morning of October 23, and the colonists

turned their steps toward the miles of desolate Indian country ahead of
<

them* Font’s diary records the exact formation of the train as it 
left the last outpost of civilization it was to see for many a day:

Ahead rode four soldiers, as scouts to shew the road, 
Leading the vanguard went the commander, and then I came. 
Behind me followed the people, men, women and children 
and the soldiers who went escorting and caring for 
their families. The lieutenant with the rear guard 
concluded the caravan. Behind him the pack trains followed: 
after them came the loose riding animals and finally all 
the cattle.®®

As this caravan marched into the wilderness. Font also noted that he
67

intoned the Alabado "to which all the people responded.’’ With the
passing of this unusual event, Tubac again became the quiet little
frontier settlement of previous weeks, concerned mostly with making the

best possible defense against the plundering Apache, and though not
realized at the time, its brilliant years under Anza were at an end.

Anza’s second expedition to California was as successful as the
68

first had been, and he again merited the praise of the King. When his
mission was completed, it was his hope to have a part in making the new
land a well defended outpost, but his dream of command of a Yuma
presidio was not realized because he was selected for a far greater

honor. Anza was made governor of New Mexico shortly after reporting to
69

Viceroy Bucareli in the fall of 1776. In this way the Tubac garrison

66

; Ibid.
68

The full story of Anza’s second expedition may be found in H. E.
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lost Its great conmander and citiseas of the village had to give up 
the capable administrator idio had bestowed upon them advantages and 

considerations not known to most frontier residents of New Spain.
Affairs at Tubac under Ansa’s administration were noted by Marques
zde Rubi during his inspection of northern presidios between the years

176$ and 1768. Ansa’s accounts as well as the declarations of his

soldiers indicated that the Tubac troops were among the most generously

treated on the frontier. Whereas the practices ef paying presidial

troops in goods and merchandise as well as the selling ef all goods by

presidial cep tains to their soldiers, had resulted in a lucrative
70business for most commanders on the frontier, for Anza’s command the

practice had resulted in reduced prices and better pay. Ansa’s honesty
fostered loyalty among his troops and contributed toward good order

71
throughout the village. In this manner sett lore were drawn te Tubac

. 72
so that its residents numbered about five hundred during Ansa’s time.
This was Tubac at its zenith during Spanish occupation, a Tubac

whose prosperity was so soon te become only a memory te its residents. * 69 70 * 72

Bolton. Anza’s .California Expeditions. H .  HI, IV.
69 . ;. .... ......." . ' : " -: - — -
70 Ibid., I, p. 505. ^  ; "

This graft was recognised in 1760 idien royal decree ordered a .junta 
to be called in Mexico to regulate presidial prices but which was not 
actually called until 1764. The measures taken then proved inadequate, 
and it was net until the Reglamento of 1772 that the matter was again 
taken up in detail. Henceforth payment of troops was to be a function 
of a habilitado (paymaster) but graft still continued when habilitados 
gave single dealers a monopoly in supplying goods and provisions (C. B. 
Chapman, op. cit., pp. 141-143).

Ibid., p. 153.
72 .

H. H. Bancroft, op. cit.. p. 382.



Tubac's less prosperous status was on the way to becoming a 
reality ten years before Anza's second triumphant return. Marques 

de Ri±>i, in his inspection of northern presidios, was the first to 
make suggestions which resulted in changes of policy, gradually

....................  yZ ............ "

bringing about the decline of Tubac. It was Rubi1s recommendation 

that a reorganization of the prosidial line be carried out in order 
that fifteen presidios could defend the frontier adequately, these 

presidios to be as near as possible to forty leagues apart and rang

ing from Matagorda Bay, Texas to the Gulf of California. Rubi'a 
recommendation was later submitted to Galvez by Viceroy Croix, who 
with a junta de guerra approved the plan* Finally, on September 10, 
1772, a formal reglamento was signed by the King to this effect. The
line was to be established by an official of the rank of colonel to
be called the commandante inspector, and he was to be directly

' • - - - 73. • . . _ . \ -
responsible to the viceroy.

The comaandante inspector was not to be governor of a province 
or captain of a presidio, but was to rule over all, changing 
his residence according to the needs of the service and seeing 
to it that the terms of the Reglamento were enforced. He was 
to review the presidios each year, but might do this through 
two ayudantes inspectores, who were to have the rank at least 
of captain. He was not only to erect the new line of presidios 
but also to have the determination and direction of military 
campaigns. He might grant a truce or even negotiate the 
preliminaries of peace, although in the later event peace 
would not be binding and permanent without sanction of the 
viceroy. His salary was to be 8000 pesos a year and that 
of each ayudantes inspector, 3000 pesos.^ .

73 . . .....
H. I.Priestley, op. cit., p. 288.

74 - -
C. E. Chapman, op. cit., p. 137*
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The office of commandante inspecter was given to Hugo da Oconor, who 

took up his duties in December 1772, bringing about the change which 
was to affect Tubao so greatly.

The new distribution of presidios along the presidial line was

to be in harmony with the best interests of New Spain without regard
to any particular locality. Defense against the raiding Apaches

must of necessity become more effective and to Oconor fell the whole

responsibility. In 1775 he visited Tubao and settlements to the north

of Tubac. This visit brought about three recommended garrison
establishments, those of Santa Bernardo Xaguionor, Santa Cruz and
Junta de les Rios, which would push the frontier to the Gila and
Colorado. Changes in the sites of the four established frontier

presidios of Altar, Tubac, Fronteras and Terrenate were also ordered.
The new garrisons never were established, but the presidial changes,
with the exception of the one•at Altar, were effected. Terrenate was

to be moved to the San Pedro Valley, Tubac to Tucson and Fronteras to
the valley of the San Bernardino. Actually, however, the Terrenate
garrison came to be stationed at Santa Cruz, 120 miles from Tucson,
then at Nutrias and finally in the old abandoned mission at Suamca.
Fronteras was moved to the San Bernardino Valley but was later restored 

76
to its former site. The Tubac garrison abandoned the quarters it had 

occupied since its founding in 1752, and went to Tucson sometime in the 75 76

75
Z. Engelhardt, op. cit., p. 09«

76 - . .. .
H. H. Bancroft, op. cit., p. 377.
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77
fall of 1776.

There is no reeord erallable of the actual move of the Tubac

garrison to Tucson, but historians agree that it was effected in 1776,
and upon Font's map of the following year the presidio is so located.
As to what occurred in Tubac can only be surmised. According to

instructions which Bucareli had prepared supplementary t© the reglaaanto

all former presidio sites left vacant by the removal of presidios to
. 78

the new line were to be occupied by Spanish and upata settlers. It 

is known that there already were a goodly number of Spanish settlers at
Tubac at the time of the garrison's removal, and records indicate 
that a good many of them stayed on at least for a time. However, the 
fear and trepidation which must have clutched the population with the 

removal of the garrison certainly was not without cause. The 
property and lives of all who lived in the northern provinces had 
always been subject to the whims of the raiding Apache, and since the 
very beginning of frontier colonization, villages owed their very 
existence to the protecting garrison of the area. It had been stated 

that the removal of the Tubac garrison to Tucson was undertaken to 
guarantee protection for settlements thirty miles or more north of the 
old frontier boundary, but as a matter of fact, no settlement had ever 

felt very secure even within the old area of protection. The Apaches 
were successful in their raids into Sonora time and time again, even 

as far south as Chihuahua and Culiaoan. Residents of a garrison village * 9

7 7 ..........
H. E. Bolton, Anza's California Expeditions. I, p. 248,

9 - *
0. E. Chapman, ©£>• cit., p. 139*
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were, therefore, by far the most comfortable and secure of all those 

living on the frontier, and many had settled in Tubac.in the beginning
79

because of the protection so afforded. As the garrison troops were 

now withdrawn, these folk may have felt that they were being deprived 
of their very existence, and knowing full well how slowly governmental 

policies were usually carried out, they probably had little faith in 

the promised establishment of a complete line of presidial protection 

or in the strengthening of the Indian policy to assure them adequate 
protection.

79 -
H, H. Bancroft, op. cit., p. 383.
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GHAFTER III
The Mexican Regime to the First Triumph of the Apache

The Tubac settlers, exposed as they were to the marauding Apache
after the removal of the garrison, attempted repeatedly to call the

attention of the central government to their perilous situation.

Records have been preserved of their numerous petitions for a restora-
1

tion of the presidio or for an increase in troops.

A translation,contained in an issue of the Arizona Sentinel for 
1878 and purported to be one of the petitions asking,for a restoration 
of the Tubac presidio, is particularly interesting in that;it describes 
in some detail the situation in the Tubac area, but like all of the 
other pleas it seems also to have failed to bring the protection so 
immediately necessary. This petition, dated November 24, 1777, was 

addressed to Captain Pedro Allande y Saavedru of the presidio of San 

Agustin de Tucson in reply to his order of November 20, 1777,for an 
investigation into the affairs of Tubac and vicinity, and it was 

signed by Francisco Castro and Antonio Romero in the name of the entire 
conmninity of Tubac.

We affirm that the town of Tubac is situated between two 
mountains, -which are distant from each other six leagues.
In the valley there is much land fertile, and suitable 
for corn-fields. There is sufficient water for wheat- 
growing, but scarcely enough each year for corn; but if

l  - , . , - - ■ i *
H. H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico, p. 383.
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that which is at Traaacacori be distributed, one week to 
the Indian laborers, and another for Tubac, it will 
sufficiently benefit the said laborers and there will 
be an abundance of water3 in this manner was it disposed 
of by our former Cap!tan, Don Juan Bautista de Ansa, 
and recently this same disposition has been sanctioned by 
your honor.

There is much pasture, with an abundance of sustenance 
for horses and cattle, as well on the hills and dales as 
on the mountainless plains. In the same valley there is 
a great deal of cottonwood and willow, and in the Santa 
Rita Mountains there is an abundance of excellent pine, 
of easy access, six leagues distant. Of provisions alone, 
there is raised every year by the inhabitants, six hundred 
or more fanegas of wheat and corn—-not one-third part of 
the land being occupied,,,,
In the Santa Rita Mountain and its environs, which is 
distant from Tubac four leagues, there have been examined 
five silver mines— two have been tried with fire and 
three with quicksilver, with tolerable yield. All of this 
is notorious among this entire population, and they do not 
work them because there are Apaches in all these places; 
because they live and have their pastures there, and pass 
continually by this mountain itself to a place a little 
more than four leagues off, called Agua Caliente, Daily 
experiencing more violence from the enemy because he is 
aware of the few troops that we possess, we have desired to 
break up our homes and sell our effects; and you being 
aware of it, we received the order, which you were pleased 
to send us, imposing heavy penalties upon us if we should 
remove or sell our goods, and have punctually obeyed it; 
and now finally, the last month the Apache s finished with 
the entire herd of horses and cattle which we had guarded; 
and, at the same time, with boldness, destroyed the fields, 
and carried away as much corn as they were able. Since 
the fort was removed to Tucson, these towns and missions 
have experienced casualities; so much so that they have 
been obliged to burn the town of Galabasas— a calamity it 
never before experienced. Also, but a few days ago, the 
cavalcade which the Apaches brought from the Vest was grazing 
for three days upon the fields to load with corn, and to run 
away with those whom they found there; and lastly, their 
not leaving the neighborhood, we momentarily expect that 
they may serve us and our families as they have served our 
property, there being nothing left for them to do.
We trust in God that, by the numerous petitions of the poor 
people, this fort may be restored to its ancient site, and
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if necessity requires it, there shall be more troops 
to protect the herds, by remaining at the several points 
of ingress and egress, "which the enemy have established 
throughout this entire region, and that they may be 
continually watching from the hills and adjacent mountains# 
Ve humbly beseech you, in the name of the whole community, 
that you will pity our misfortunes and listen to our 
petition, that you may repair the continual misfortunes 
that we have suffered, being in continual expectation of 
our total destruction.

We live in great confidence, from,the knowledge that 
some of us have of you, that, by your exertion, and by 
your conduct, and by that of the military commandant, 
we shall receive the benefit to which we are entitled, 
since no one is better known than Senor Saavedra, and 
he knows that we exaggerate nothing, considering the many 
years we have been under his orders

That Captain Saavedru of the Tucson presidio turned a deaf ear to 
this urgent communication of the Tubac residents certainly should not 

be assumed. Hie information in each petition was probably passed along 
through proper official channels for the administration of frontier 
problems. This" was a time consuming process in itself, and in the very 

maze of proper procedure carried out far from the frontier, officials 
viewed the Spanish frontier problem as a whole, very often losing sight 

of the urgency of one particular situation. In the meantime the re
maining Tubac residents grew more desperate as more lives and property 
were gradually forfeited to the Apache.

The years 1777 to 1780 were extremely hard ones for the few 
settlers who managed to escape the murderous Indiana, but that a few 

residents of Tubac and vicinity did survive, can be established by the * 13

2. ; ■• / ■ . -
Trans, original contained in the Arizona Sentinel. VII, No. 1, April

13, 1878.
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fact that Franciscan friars continued to serve the Tumacacori Mission 
and its visiting posts*

Tumacacori, Tubac and Ouebavi were served by Fathers Joachin
Antonio Belarde and Pedro de Arriquibar from September 1777 to May 

3
1780, but whether they were resident missionaries is hard to tell.

Ouebavi may have been the residence of one of them, but it is not 
likely because Ouebavi was constantly harassed by Apaches, as was 

Tumacacori and Tubacj and Ouebavi was located in a much more isolated 

spot. It is possible that Belarde and Arriquibar were itinerant priests 
serving at intervals the few who managed to remain in the vicinity of the 
head mission of Tumacacori during those perilous years in which the 
Spanish government offered so little protection to its frontier 

citizens.
By 1779 the citizens in the Tubac region were given some hope

that their situation was at last receiving the attention of officials

with authority to give them some aid. General Caballero de Croix

effected some reforms in the military service which by the year 1780

increased the garrison at each presidio from fifty to seventy-five 
4

men. That meant that the garrison at Tucson was more able to give 
protection to the surrounding country-side and though Tubac lay some 
thirty-five miles to the south, it could count on more effective 

campaigns being made against the conmon enemy.

3 • ........
According to the Franciscan journal, De Calabasaa. the first entries 

recorded by Fathers Belarde and Arriquibar were on September 9, 1777, 
and their last entries recorded were on May 6, 17$).
4 H. H. Bancroft, op. cit., p. 378.
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Practically nothing is known of the Apache campaigns or of the 
plunder carried on by those tribes in succeeding years though records

5
still exist "containing general cosplaint of never ending depredations."

That the seventy-five men of the Tucson presidio were unable to check
Apache trouble is evidenced by the organization in 1784 of a conpany

of Pima allies at Tubac who gave the harassed citizens the first real

protection they could depend upon after the removal of the presidio.

Pima allies continued to serve at the Tubac station for the remainder

of the Spanish period, and it seems that Spanish soldiers may have6
subsequently been added to the garrison.

The organization of the Pima Indian garrison at Tubac along with
the radical changes in the Indian policy on the frontier introduced
by General Ugarte in 1786 preceded a period of more than twenty years
of comparative prosperity in the Santa Cruz River Valley. Concentrated
campaigns were planned against the Apaches arid, with the help of the
Fimas and spates, were increasingly effective so that treaties of peace

7
were made with the hostile bands. The heart of the Apache did not 
change with the conclusion of a treaty, however, and constant watch had 
to be maintained at all times to prevent new outbreaks of trouble *

The Apaches usually found it to their interest to keep their treaties 
because the Spanish government supplied them with more luxuries than

g - - - 'M . . .  * 4 i *

Ibid., p. 378.6
Ibid., p. 383.

7 - - - - " '
Ibid., p. 378. Treaties of peace with the Apaches had not been 

permitted up to that time. .. , ' .. "V. ~
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they were able to acquire by their raids# They were encouraged to 

organize settlements near the presidios, indulged with intoxicating 

liquors and supported by the government at a cost of from $18,000 to 

$30,000 a year. Therefore, as long as benefits from the Spanish 
government were forthcoming, the gratification of the Apaches' needs 
depended upon their conduct# During this period Arizona establish

ments had their nearest approximation to prosperity; new churches
8

were built; mines were worked to some extent, and haciendas flourished#

By this time Tubao was regularly being served by the Tumacacori

priest. Father Baltazar Carrillo, who had come to Tumacacori in the
spring of .1780 to take up residence at that post# Carrillo seems to
have served alone until the fall of 1794> Wien Father Narcisco
Gutierrez came to give him aid. Carrillo died on October 10, 1795> at

z 9
Tumacacori, and Gutierrez then served the Tumacacori circuit alone#
This probably was the period in which construction of the mission

church at Tubac was begun and the name given it as a visita. Santa
10 .....

Gertrudis da Tubac, was retained# The church was typical of those of

Pimeria Alta. It was constructed of adobe, covered with wood, grass 
11

and.earth#

8 . . " - ' - - ' ’
Ibid., pp. 378-379.

' 9 . ; " - - . . .. / -
Carrillo's entries in De Calabasas Bautismos begin April 21, 1780.

His death at the age of seventy-two years was recorded by Father 
Gutierrez. The first entry recorded by Gutierrez was on November 13, 1794• 10 V . - : - - ' - . - \ - -

The church of Santa Gertrudis de Tubac was found in a state of ruin 
by Major John R. Bartlett in May of 1851 at the time of the Mexican 
boundary survey (J. R# Bartlett, Personal Narrative of Explorations and 
Incidents in Texas. New Mexico, California# Sonora and Chihuahua, o. 3031.

J# D. Arricivita, 0£# cit., pp.-448, 488-489. Written in 1791, it



— 61 —

The church building of Santa Gertrudis:de Tubac must have been

conpleted by :1796, and It appears that construction of quarters for
a priest may have been finished early in the spring of that year so

that Tubac was provided eith a resident Franciscan. Father Ramon

Lopez continued to make consecutive entries in the journal, De Calabasas
Bautiamos. from April 7, 1796, thrdu^iout the year, and three entries

in the year of 1797, almost exclusively concerned with Tubac residents.

Therefore, it might be assumed that this parish was Lopez*s immediate
responsibility. Friar Ramon Liberos probably succeeded Lopez, but

whether Tubac continued to merit a resident priest, is hard to say,
because Gutierrez continued to give occasional.service to its citizens

14
until his death in December 1821,

As religious affairs prospered in Tubac during the peaceful years, 
so did secular interests. Spanish residents again became interested 
in ownership of farm land in the surrounding area which now could' be 

worked with less threat from the enemy Indians. One of the oldest land 

grants of which record has been preserved was made in 1799 by Don 
Nicolas de la Erran, lieutenant commandant of the company of Pimas

contains.a,description of the Pimeria churches. 1 
12 y
. Friar Ramon Liberos was named as a Tubac citizen in the testimony 

received during the Tumacacori and Calabasas land grant proceedings 
(True Copies, Tumacaoori and Calabasas Land Grants. MS.. Pioneer 
Historical Society Library,.Tucsori, Arizona! -.-..
13...

H. H. Bancroft.(op. cit., p. 383) asserts that in 1814 Tubac was 
designated as both presidio aid “pueblo y mission.** This would indicate 
that it still had a resident priest at that time.
U  ' ' - " y ' ■ '■ " '

The death of Naroisco Gutierrez was recorded in De Calabasas 
Bautiamos, December 13, 1821, by Father Juan B. Estelric. He was buried 
in the sanctuary at Tumacaoori beside Carrillo whom he had buried 
twenty-six years before. .
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15
at Tubao. It was made to Torblo de Otero for a house lot and four 

farming lotat

Under the terms of the grants, Otero -was required to keep 
arms and horses to defend the country against enemies 
whenever he was called upon to do so* The grant also 
specified that until a term of four years had passed, 
the grantee could not sell, alienate or mortgage the 
lands nor impose one upon the house or lands even though 
it might be for pious purposes* He was required to build 
his house on the land within two years and reside upon 
it for four, years before he could acquire possession.
To prevent the land from passing into the hands of the church, 
it was specified that Otero should 'never be permitted to 
sell the same to the church or to any monastery, 
ecclesiastical persons or community nor convey them in 
mortmain.1 Fruit trees or other kinds of trees of some • 
utility were required to be planted on the granted 
lands.1" ■ ' - 1 - :'.v :. .

Otero fulfilled the requirements of the above terms and consequently 
his ranch claimed some 400 acres of land on both sides of the Santa 
Cruz River about a mile north of Tubao» The establishment of the 
successful ranching enterprise of Torbio de Otero led to other lard 
grants:being;consummated in the valley. . ;

Land records still in existence indicate that Don Agustin Ortiz 
made petition for the Aribac Ranch of two farming lots in the year 1812. 
His petition granted, , the land was surveyed, appraised, and sold at 
public auction on October 20, 1812, to Ortiz. Accordingly, #799*59 was 
deposited in the royal treasury with the Arispe officials in payment

15 . . . y .. . i. ..
.Journal of Private.Land Grants, Phoenix Land Office, III, pp. 27.ff.

R. H. Mattison, "Early Spanish and Mexican Settlements in Arizona," 
New Mexico Historical Review. XXI, No. 4, October 1946, p. 282. .
17 ■ ' • - - - -

Ibid. In 1881 the Otero descendants claimed 400 acres as granted by 
the Spanish government to be honored by the government of the United
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18
of the land, and thus another ranching enterprise had begun within

19
Tubac's sphere of protection.

In the official procedure accompanying the issuance of grants
of land, the presidio commandant appointed all officers and supervised
the surveying of the land. He was considered political judge in his

20
area and the local representative of the Spanish government.
Nicolas de la Erran held this position in the issuance of the Otero

grant, and Don Manuel de Leon, commandant of Tubac presidio.in 1807,
reviewed the testimony in the Calabasas grant and the reissuance of

21
the Tumacacori land grant. In the taking of testimony, various un
prejudiced and competent citizens were asked to give their testimony,22
acting as commissioners. However, upon the military commandant rested 
the greatest responsibility in the consummation of the frontier grants. 

Except for occasional reference to the Tubac presidio contained * 18 19 20 21 22

States. ......
18

Title to Aribac Ranch was not acquired until June 1833. See p.
19

Old Records Book, p. 8, Recorders Office, Pima County Oourt House, 
Tucson, Arizona.20 -

Senate Executive Document. V, No. 207, 46th Congress, Second Session, 
pp. 22—23• Noted in reviewing the Tumacacori land grant.
21

R. H. Mattison, op. cit., p. 292. The original Tumacacori land grant 
had been lost or destroyed.22

Because of this procedure the names of a few of the Tubac residents 
of this particular time are known. According to Tumacacori and Calabasas 
Land Grants, MS., the Tubac citizens who gave testimony are as follows:
(1) Juan Nepomuseno Apodaca, (2) Pedro Bac, (3) Juan Bautista Romero, 
who measured^he grant, (4) Trinidad Trigoyen, (5) Jese^Antonio Sotelo, 
(6) Ignacio Eljjas Gonziles, (7) Don Ledh Herreras, (8) Friar Raswdi 
Liberos, (9) Torbio de Otero, (10) Juan N. Gonzales, (11) Lorenzo 
Berdego. It is interesting to note that both Romero and Ignacio 
Gonzales became future commandants at Tubac.
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In old land grant proceedings and a few old diaries, there seems to
be very little record of the activities of the Tubac military personnel
during this period. In one particular diary preserved in the

Hermosillo archives mention is made of a campaign against the Apaches
tqr tro<^)s from Terrentate, who in moving north were reinforced at the

23
presidio of Tubac on September 4, 1793. Then in April 1795, *hem

Captain Dcm Jose^de zCifiiga of Tucson set out on the famous expedition

inaugurated by the officials of Spain to establish a direct trade route

between the province of Sonora and Santa Fe^ twenty—six soldiers from
Tubac were listed as accompanying the expedition. Upon the completion
of the journey, Zufliga noted in his diary that the Tubac soldiers left

the returning party at Tree Alamos on May 28, 1795, and contlimed on to 
24

Tubac. In Zebulon Montgomery Pike’s journal which was written ,during
hie travels to New Spain in 1807, the military force of the province of
Sonora is mentioned, and he speaks of the Tubac presidio as having 100

25
dragoons stationed there. Bancroft notee that until 1811 military

organization was in every way effective, strict discipline was enforced,
and morals was high owing to excellent management and prompt payment of

26
soldiers and officers by the Spanish government. However,.the results 23 * 25 *

23.......
C. Sauer, "Spanish Expedition into the Arizona A p a c h e r i a Arizona 

Historical Review. 71, No. 1, January 1935, p. 3.
G. P. Hammond, "The Ztfitiga Journal, Tucson to Santa Fe," New Mexico

Historical Review.. 171. No. 1, January 1931, p, AO. : : «
25

E. Coues, The Expeditions of Zebulon Montgomery Pika to the Headwaters 
of the Mississippi.River, through Louisiana Territory, and in New 
Spain, during the Years.1805. 1806, 1807, II, p. 773i
2̂*̂3 ... *

H. H. Bancroft, op. cit., p. 402.
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of the war for independence being waged in New Spain were eventually 

felt upon the frontier by settlers and .military personnel alike.
Spain's fight to retain her authority in the new land was a 

terrific strain on the treasury of a country long dissipated by wars 

and internal strife* By 1811 administration of the frontier was 
becoming affected. A breakdown of the Indian policy was noted along 

with a relaxation of military effectiveness. As the Apaches became de

prived of the rations which had hitherto been doled to them, they 
gradually went back to their old methods of making a living. After 1820 
Indian depredations again became a serious threat. Bon Ignacio ZdiSlga, 
commander of the northern frontier presidios, estimated that in the
fifteen years, 1820-1835, 5000 settlers were killed, 100 villages

27
destroyed and 4000 Spaniards were forced to leave Pimeria Alta.
Bancroft attributes the relaxation of military effectiveness to Spain's 
neglect of the pillars of her frontier administration, her military 
organization. Food and money was inadequately supplied to the presidios. 

Paper money, greatly devaluated, discounts, and general neglect de
moralized the soldiers to such an extent that they lost interest in

28
their job and discontinued their vigilance. This naturally added to

the seriousness of the Indian problem. : : ...
/Though Spain's position in Pimeria seemed to become more and more 

uncertain, aid though presidial effectiveness in general decreased, the 

situation in the Santa Cruz Valley seemed to be an exception. There 27 28

27 .........
Ibid.. pp. 402-403.

28 . .
Ibid.
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the presidios o£ Tucson and Tubac remained staunch and gave adequate 

protection for the remainder of the Spanish period and for nearly 
fifteen years thereafter. No historian has ventured to explain ehy 
these two presidios did continue their efforts to withstand the in

creasing Apache threat. However, the fertile Santa Crus Valley had 
long supported a population almost entirely independent of the Spanish 

government for its livelihood, a population large enough to present real 

opposition to the Apaches, The first settlers were", for the most part, 

families and relatives of the garrison soldiers, and by 1820 many of 
the garrison itself were native born residents with accumulated 
possessions and families of their own. Therefore, for the troops te 
defend that region was to defend their homes*

Though the Tubac garrison and residents seemed as determined as 
ever to stand their ground in spite of a tettering Spain and enemy 
raiders, there is every indication that the garrison, at least, was 

somewhat affected by vacillations in government policy. Presidio 

commanders were appointed, assumed their duties, and then were re
lieved of their command with amazing rapidity. Captain Nicolas Herrera 

commanded Tubac forces in 1819# JLLferez Juan B. Romero in 1820, and in 
1821 the responsibility of commandant was conferred upon lieutenantV/ / 29Ignacio Elias Gonzales,

Whatever may have been the reason for the yearly turn-over in 
presidial command, it was not serious enough to discourage the settlers 

in the Santa Cruz Valley. Their optimism is evidenced by their continued

29 ...
H, H, Bancroft, jg>. cit., p, 383,



67 -

30
interest in acquiring land and the stocking of ranches. Records of the 

La Ganoa and San Jose^de Sonolta land grants of 1821 exist in detail.
In September 1820 Tomas and Ignacio Ortiz, both Tubac residents, 

petitioned Antonio Cordero, intendente of Sonora, for four farm lots

located about fifteen miles north of Tubac and designated as La Ganoa.
These they proposed to stock with cattle and horses. In July 1821
Commandant Gonzalez was authorized to proceed with the measurements of

the lands and appointed officials to survey La Ganoa. The four farm
lots were then appraised, and the thirty days publication of the sale
began July 12, 1821, at Tubac • On the last day of these, competitors
from San Xavier raised the bid on the land from #120 to #210, The
governor intendente at Arispe passed upon the proceedings and authorized

the three final auctions to be held December 13, 14 and 15. Again
competitors appeared, but the land was finally sold to the Ortiz
brothers for #250, which they paid into the royal treasury. The records
were sent to the Office of Public Lands, but as Mexico was by that time

triumphant in its struggle for independence from Spain, no title was
32

issued to the Ortiz brothers.

Application for the San Josi^de Sonbita Grant of two farm lots was 30 31 32

30
According to R. H. Mattison (op. cit., p. 288) most of the petitions 

for land grants along the Santa Cruz were filed during the period from 
1820 to 1833 although the Los Nogales de Elias grant was filed as late 
as 1841.
31 - : ' - - ' • • -■ -

Journal of Private Land Grants, I, pp, 297 ff., 339 ff•
3 2  ..

Ibid., p. 342. In 1849 the'Ortiz brothers presented themselves in 
Ures asking the Sonoran government to issue them title to their 
lands. ■ ' - ' "
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made by Don Leon Herreras of Tubac In May 1821. The place, San Jose 

de Sondlta, was described as being located about twenty-four miles from 
Tubac at the site of the old mission of that name. Commander Gonzalez 
of the presidio of Tubac again appointed the necessary officials and 
had the two sites appraised* The survey, completed in June 1821, 
allowed for the purchase of one and three-fourths farm lots* The thirty 

days publication of the sale of the lands for, $305, as set by the apprais
ers, proceeded according to law* The three public auctions were made in

33
November 1821, and the lands were sold to Herreras* - . .

- Though residents of Tubac and the Santa Cruz Valley were only 
slightly affected by Spain's struggle to maintain a foothold upon the 
continent, the same" cannot be said for the missions* The Spanish 
government, financially embarrassed because of expense incurred in 

sustaining itself against the revolution, found it impossible to
34

provide the missionaries with the annual funds heretofore allowed them.

This was the first in a series of fatal blows that were to be dealt to

the frontier missions. Father Juan B.Estelric, who came to Ttmaoaoori
35 /

in 1820 and who succeeded Gutierrez as head priest in 1821, found

himself thus materially hindered in his work* T/hen the. Bishop of Sonora,
Bernardo del.Espfritu Santo, made his visit and inspection of mission

36
records in January 1821, the apparent lack of funds for the carrying

Old Records Book, p. 10. A title was issued to Herreras in May 1825 
hy officials of the state of Mexico.

F. W. Blackmar, Spanish Institutions of the Southwest, p. 223.
3 5 . . e * . ■ ■ » . ■ . * .
, The first entry of Juan B. Estelric in De Calabasas Bautismos was 
made on November 17, 1820. • ......
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out of mission enterprise must surely have been noted, One might

also expect that Estelric solicited the bishop*s help in acquiring

future financial assistance, especially in view of the fact that a
37

new church was being constructed at Tumacacori at that time. That

nothing could be done or was done to alleviate the distress of the
missions may have been a contributing factor toward Estelric1s departure

38
from Tumacacori in 1822 after such a brief period of ministration.

39
Friar Ramon Liberos followed Estelric as resident priest.

Because records indicate that Friar liberos had been resident of
Santa Gertrudis de Tubac during the proceedings of the earliest land
grants, one might suppose that he left Tubac in July 1822 to take over

40
the departed Estelric1 s duties. He spoke of himself on December 13,
1822, as the "missionary at the mission of San Jos^ de Tumacacori"
when he "transferred the remains of the.Reverend Baltazar Carrillo and
the Reverend Narcisco Gutierrez from the old church to the new one and

41
buried them in the sanctuary on the Gospel side." From this entry in 

the Tumacacori journal the. fact seems to be established that the new 

Tumacacori church was then completed and Liberos no longer served 

Tubac alone. Furthermore, it is very doubtful that another resident

3°
H.. H. Bancroft, ego. cit., p. 383.

37
J. B. Salpointe, Soldiers of the Cross, p. 181.

38
Estelric*s last entry in De Calabasas Bautismos was dated May 1, 1822.

39 .
V. R. Stoner, The Spanish Missions of the Santa Oruz Valley, p. 69.

40
De Calabasas Bautismos. Liberos1 first entry was made July 18, 1822.

41 .........
Ibid.
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priest ever replaced LLberos at fubac, for by 1822 %ain had been
expelled from the North American continent; Mexicovwas independent,
and all support had been idthdraim from the missions* •

After the downfall of the Spanish colonial government, the.mission
days in the Santa Cruz Valley were numbered* The Apaches took every
advantage of the now disorganized system and became more ferocious than
ever. The Santa Cruz missions were nominally under the care of the
parish priest at Magdalena, but they never again received the sorely

42
needed financial assistance. The Franciscans, however, remained at their

posts as long as it was possible and the missions appear to have been
served until 1827. Ramon Liberos continued at Tumacacori and also

attended Tubac occasionally until the spring of 1825 at which timer.
/  43

Father Raphael Diaz replaced him. How long Diaz served Tumacacori and
Tubac is hard to say as the last pages of the Franciscan journal are 

44
missing. However, on December 20, 1827, the Franciscans were formally

expelled from their churches by Mexican decree and on May 10, 1829, all
45

mission goods still found tpon mission property, was confiscated. The 
Indians living at Tubac and Tumacacori who had thus been deprived of the 
guidance of the mission Fathers, found it increasingly hard to protect 
themselves against the Apaches who soon stole all their livestock. 42 * 44 45

42 .......
V. R. Stoner, The Spanish Missions of the Santa Cruz Valley, p. 47.^̂3 ^ . . . . . i .

Ramon liber os1 last entry in De Calabasas Bautismoa was on April 28, 
1825. Diaz’s entries began in 1 8 2 5 . . . .  .
44 ,

The last entry made by Diaz which still remains in De Calabasas 
Bautismos was on November 26, 1826.
45

J. B. Salpointe, op. cit.. pp. 180-181.
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abandoned their pueblos and allowed their churches to fall In ruins* '
Never again were San Gsyetano del Tumacacori or Santa Gertrud!s de
Tubac reopened for regular worship. The buildings continued to be In

charge of the parish priests of Magdalena, as the Bishop of Sonora had

directed, but owing to the great distance from Magdalena and the ever
present danger from Indian enemies, the visits of the priests were very 

46 
rare.

On the few occasions when those residents still in Tubac could
provide eighteen or twenty armed and mounted men to journey to Madgalena

to escort a priest to Tubac and back again, the spiritual needs of the
47

people ware attended to. Except for these few visitations, the dwellers
in the region of Tubac had been abandoned t̂ y the church even as they
had been abandoned by the Spanish government, and one might have :
expected them to also withdraw rather than face the uncertain future ^
upon the frontier. There is no indication, however, that they had any
intention of doing so, and they continued to avail themselves and their
property of all the protection they could possibly provide*

After the expulsion of Spain in 1822, all organisation of the

colonial government was legally dissolved. Therefore, the garrison of
Tubac actually no longer existed until its reestablishment in 1824 by

48
the Mexican government, but there is no known proof of an exodus of

46 ....
After the expulsion of the Franciscans, priests were too few in Sonera 

to permit the bishop to assign one to the Santa Cruz Valley (J. B. ' 
Salpolnte, op. cit., p. 185).
47

Ibid*
“ y *E. Coues. On the Trail of a Spanish Pioneer. the Diary and Itinerary 
of Francisco Oarers, I, p. 69. . . ... .......................



72

garrison personnel in 1822. Though some of the soldiers may have left

Tubac, many were property owners and remained there, as later records
>• /indicate. Lieutenant Ignacio Elias Gtmsalez continued his residence

49
and was spoken of as still being in command of the garrison in 1825.
By 1826 Mexican law provided for a presidial company at Tubac, though

50
in later years it seemed to be ora of infantry*

There is very little known of the Tubac garrison during the time

it was under Mexican authority* There probably were very few records

kept and those which were kept ray have been destroyed* The civil wars

in Sonora in the 1830*8 and 1840*s resulted in further deterioration
of the presidial system, but the Tubac garrison seemed to provide enough
protection until 1840 to sustain farming operations in its environs*
In 1828 the conpany at Tubac was one of Pimas, and had three officers and
eighty-ora ran, maintained by the Mexican government at an annual cost

of #13,373. In the same year a silver mine was spoken of as being

worked for several years. Then in 1834 all the Arizona establishments
were organized as a partido with Tubac, or San Ignacio, as it was 

51
called. It is probable that Lieutenant Salvador Maraga had assumed 

/ 52Gonzalez’s duties as commander of the post before 1836, and was retired
53

in 1840 when Lieutenant Rosque Ibarra took command of the conpaiy idiich

Old Records Book (p* 10). affirms that Gonzalez commanded Tubac in the 
issuance of the Sondita land grant title in May 1825*
50 ■' /: •

H. H* Bancroft, op. cit*. p. 383.
51 ' - 'Ibid.

- ■ v - - . • - r - -i' — ' ' " " - - ' ' ' j -
Salvador Maraga commawled Tubac at the time of the Terri on grant in 

1836 (Old Records Book, p. 13%
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54
then numbered thirty# On November 1, 1842, a company of thirty-three

regulars, not Fimas, were still commanded by Ibarra. There was also a
capitan de indioa at that time by the name of Jose' Rosario# About
half of the garrison ware absent at Cucurpe and Rayon and one soldier

was prisoner of the Apaches. A rancheria of 169 friendly Apaches under
Chief Francisco Cayotero lived near, the presidio. In 1843 the garrison
force was spoken of as being the same in nuufoer, but in December 1844,

Jose Rosario, captain of the Indians, had left to join the garrison at 
55

Ures. These few notations ferreted from old records by Bancroft or 
found among old land grant proceedings appear to constitute our 
knowledge of the Mexican garrison at Tubac. That the settlers still 
had faith in its strength is evidenced by continued interest in 
property ownership in that region.

Between the years 1830 and 1838 detailed records exist of five 
land title transfers by the Mexican government to persons desiring

56 y  ^
farm property. The first of these involved the San Jose de Sonoita

grant of 1821. In 1831 Joaquin Vicente Elias, a resident of Tubac,
purchased the one and three-fourths farming plots known as San Jose* de

Sonoita from Don Leon Herreras. Father Raphael Diaz, president of the
57

Pimeria missions, witnessed the transfer. 53 54 55 56

53 ....  ...
H. H. Bancroft, <$>. cit., p. 384.

54 ......
F. Velasco, Sonora, pp. 73-74.

55
H. H. Bancroft, op. cit.. p. 384.

56
The laws regarding the granting of land and procedure for doing so 

remained substantially the same as under the Spanish regime (R. H. 
Mattison, ojj. cit.. p. 286).
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On June 20, 1833, Tomas and Ignacio Ortiz of Tuba® who had earlier 
secured the La Genoa grant presented a petition to remeasure and 
reappraise the old Aribaca grant tftiich their father, Agustih Ortiz had 

bought from the Spanish government in 1812 but to which title had never 
been given. The treasurer at Arispe produced evidence that the land - 
had been paid for, the old monuments on the boundaries of the grant still 
existed, but the expedients containing the measurements, appraisements and 

bids of 1812 had been lost. Accordingly, Altanacio Otero, the 

constitutional alcalde of Tubas, received the testimony and the governor 
of Sonora approved the petition* A legal fee of thirty dollars was 
paid by the Ortiz brothers and on July 2, 1833, title to Aribaca was

56
issued* ■ - ' • • : - - :

The Torrion grant of 1836 resembled the Aribaca grant in that
claim was again made to:lands that had been under cultivation’for years.

Jose Zosa, who just previously had married at Tubao, petitioned

Lieutenant Maraga of the garrison to have measured and appraised that

land lying south of the presidio and extending to the Tumacacori Mission,
land which had been cultivated for'thirty years by his wife's relatives,

now deceased. Citizens Joss' Rosario and Tiburoio Campo of the village

of Tubac surveyed the land; testimony was taken, and the petition was
granted by the governor of Sonora. On April 7, 1836, the Torrion title

/ 59
was given to Jose Zosa.

57 .....
Old Records Book, p. 10.

58
Ibid., p. 8.

59 • •
Ibid.;, p. 13.
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The fourth land grant was an exceedingly large one, made to
Joaquin Astiaaaran, a wealthy ranchero of Horcasitas. It was known

as the El Sopor! grant and contained thirty-one and seven-eighths

farm lots between Tubac and the southern boundaries of San Xavier*
The usual procedure of measurement, appraisal, thirty days publication
of sale and three final auctions followed. The auctions, however,

took place at Horcasitas instead of at Tubac, and there Joaquin
60

Astiazaran received title to the El Sopor! grant.
The fifth grant is noteworthy in that it concerns a part of

the original Otero grant. In 1838 Jose"Maria Martinez of Tubac
petitioned the justice of the peace, Don Trinidad Irigoyen, that he
be given legal ownership to the part of the Otero ranch which he had

purchased. Accordingly, measurement of the area was made and Martinez
was given title to approximately thirty-two acres. Most of the same

conditions of the original Otero grant were also placed upon the Martinez
property. The Apache threat, still as menacing as ever, demanded that
Martinez, like Otero, be always ready to march against the enemy and -

fulfill all required military services * on account of the scarcity of 
61

regular soldiers.* .

The Apache raids continued with ever increasing violence during the 
Mexican regime, and a few records are preserved of complainta of 
inadequate force, arms, horses and supplies with which to meet the 
enemy raiders. During this time the Tubac garrison and its neighbor to

60 ......
Journal of Private Land Grants. Ill, pp. 68 ff,

6 1  .............................
Ibid., pp. 38 ff.



the north, Tucson, attempted time and time again to discourage the

Indians and wage effective war against them. Several campaigns,

however, resulted in the killing of only a few Apaches, the capturing

of some women and children, the recovery of a few cattle or in making
62

some petty chieftan sue for peace. No permanent results were 
accomplished, but had it not been for these canpaigns and the ever 
present garrison, the Santa Cruz Valley would surely have been de

populated a score or more years before. In his report of the needs of 
all frontier presidios made in April 1845, Colonel Elias Gonzalez 
presented a plan for a campaign to be made in the late summer in which 
more than 1,000 men would march against the enemy Indians. The forces 
had been gathered and were ready to advance when Colonel Gonzalez 

received a summons from the Mexican government to bring his troops 
south to suppress a revolutionary plot against the government. At a 

counoil of war in Tucson it was decided to ignore the summons and go 

on with the campaign. No record exists of the results of that campaign 
except that a detachment of 155 men. of that group. succeeded in killing

63
six Apaches in December 1845# In September 1847 a combined expedition 
from Tucson and Tubac consisting of seventy-seven soldiers and 133 ' 
citizens and friendly Indiana marched against the Apaches, killing 
seventeen and capturing fourteen, with a loss of only two men. In 
1848 the Papagos made a successful expedition "bringing in the ears of

64
many Apaches.* In March 1849 the inhabitants of Tubac were so 62 63

62   "

Bancroft, op, cit., pp. 404^405.
63 . . . . ... ..... ...  ■ ..
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desperate they appealed to the Sonora Congress for aid, saying their

plans nere to go to live among the Gila tribes if they did net get
help. Congress promised arms and ammunition, but it is very doubtful

65
that any promises were fulfilled, for it appears that the year 1849 
marked the triumph of the Apache in Tubac. .

It is giving the Apaches too much credit, perhaps, to say that 
they triumphed over Tubac in any one year because facts to the contrary 
are only too obvious. The Indians had been stealing, killing, plunder
ing and whittling away at the Tubac defenses ever since the garrison 
was established in 1752. One might conclude, instead, that Tubac had 
resisted valiantly, but even the determination of Tubac could no

longer withstand the constant siege of an enemy so many times greater66
in numbers, and by 1849 an enemy also armed with modern weapons.
Furthermore, the garrison had been materially weakened, not only by
lack of arms, ammunition and supplies, but also by intermittent
shortages in manpower and leadership. Under the Mexican flag,
presidio personnel had found it necessary to respond to the call of
their government constantly involved in civil strife as well as to

protect the inhabitants of the Santa Cruz Valley. Then during the war

with the United States, Tubac was considerably weakened again when the
67

Mexican government called for reinforcements from the presidio.

64
Ibid., p. 476.

65
Ibid.66
H. H. Bancroft, History of the North Mexican States and Texas, pp. 

670-671.
67

P. G. Cooke, The Conquest of New Mexico and California, p. 15. In
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The Indiana were not alow to take advantage of every situation in

which the settlers were less able to protect themselves and became
68

more relentless each year. By the time the peace of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo was declared in February 1848, ending the state of war between 

Mexico and the United States, the numerous successes.of the Apaches 

had so bolstered their courage that for the garrison to gain the 
ground it had lost hy the division of its efforts was impossible.

It was not long before fear and discouragement had begun to 
show ill effects in Tubac and throughout the valley. Ranchos,

69
haciendas and mine sites were abandoned in isolated areas. Even the
optimistic attitude which was so in evidence in the village of Tubac 

70
in 1838 was completely lacking only ten years later. Proof of this 
is clearly seen in the population trend which reached its zenith in

71
1840 with 400 inhabitants in Tubac and soon after began its decline

72
so that by 1848, only 249 citizens remained.

73
In the year 1849 the depopulation of Tubac by Apache murders

December.1846 Tubac soldiers were called to aid in the defense of 
Tucson against Colonel Cooke's Mormon Battalion.68

H. H. Bancroft (History of Arizona and New Mexico, p. 475) states 
that the Mexicans believed that the Indians were incited by Americans 
during the war.
69

R. K. Hyllys, The French in Sonora, p. 50.
70

Tubac received pueblo status under Mexican law in 1838 and its grant 
was enlarged to approximately sixty-two and one half square miles (Journal 
of Private Land Grants. Ill, p. 55>
71

F. Velasco, ojd. cit., p. 74.
72

H. H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico, p. 275.
73 . . ■................. - ■ ■ .. .....

Ibid..(p. 475) records that nine persons were killed in Tubac in 
December 1848. ....
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and the movement of discouraged settlers to Tucson and the Sonoran towns 
/ 74

of Imuris, Magdalena and Santa Crus had reduced the village defenses
to a minimum. The management of the town itself, which had been changed
in 1838 to government by municipal authorities instead of government 

75
by the military, had the effect of weakening the defense organisation,

especially in the event of an exodus of population. It is not even

certain that a formal military garrison existed at Tubac after the

summer of 1848 because it may have been dissolved in lieu of Mexico's
new plan of frontier protection. On July 19,-1848, establishment of

five military colonies to be composed of soldier—colonists was decreed
76

b7 Sonora to take the place of garrisons, but it was not until 1851 that
they were provisionally established at Babispe, Fronteras, Santa Cruz,

• 77 _ :. , r - :
Tucson and Altar. Tubac was left out of this line of defense, perhaps
because it was deserted in 1851, but how the decree affected the 
garrison in 1848 has not been determined. At any rate the few remain

ing residents of Tubac were anything but adequately protected in the 
summer of 1849 when great numbers of Apaches swooped down upon them#

As numbers were in favor of the Indians, the battle was brief 
and the town's population evidently died to the last man# The Arizona
Highway Magazine has reported the story of the massacre as told by one 
of a party of thirty Ozark Missouri families who journeyed to California 74 75 76 77

74 - . . :.. '
J. R. Browne, Adventures in the Apache Country, p. 150.

75
Journal of Private Land Grants. Ill, p. 35.

76 . . . .. ' . . . .......... . - - . . ' ,v-; _
The new military colonies were to protect the frontier and encourage 

civil population.
77

B. K. "Wyilys, The French in Sonora, pp. 50-54.
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in 1849 following the discovery of gold near Sutters Mill on the 
Sacramento River• The traveler who related the incident believed that 

the Apaches had been at Tubac but twelve hours before the Ozark 
travelers who were looking forward to finding rest and forage in the 

old garrison town. The scene at Tubac was described as follows:

Death and destruction lay all about them. In the streets 
and in the fields the bodies of the men and women who had 
made Tubac their home ware scattered, bearing in their 
mutilated condition, mute evidence of Apache ferocity. 
Smouldering fires marked empty homes. Looted and empty 
adobe walls remained to show where a house had stood.
All was desolation. Net a head of stock remained, not a 
living human being.78

In the fifteen days that the train camped at the scene of the massacre,
the Missourians gathered the bodies of the murdered villagers and
buried them in a common grave. Though no minister of the gospel was

79
present, the dead were not interred without a simple ceremony. Then 

the Ozark travelers resumed their journey to California, leaving 
behind them quiet and desolation where but a few days before had been 
an ambitious little community. •

Though the first epoch in the history of Tubac was at an end 
in that fateful summer of 1849, another era as glorious as the last was 
about to begin. The war was over between Mexico and the United States, 
with the United States the victor nation. The Gadsden Purchase 
followed, and Tubac1s future was decided by citizens of a young and 78 79

78 . ......
J. F. Weadock, "The Massacre at Tubac," Arizona Highway Magazine. 

X, No. 9, September 1934, P» 16. ...........
79

Ibid., pp. 7-16.
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and growing country. Tubac soon received new life, new ideals, and 
a new motive under a third flag. j
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CHAPTER 17

The Coming of American Enterprise to Tubao

By the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ending the war between the 
United States and Mexico, Mexico ceded that part of Sonora north of the 
Gila to the United States. Accordingly, an American boundary ccmnission 

in charge of Major John R. Bartlett was sent to make a survey of the 

new territory. Though Tubac was situated south of the Gila and well 
beyond the limits of that territory still recognized as Mexican, the 
old garrison site was visited in 1851 by members of the American 
surveying party.

lieutenant Colonel J. D. Graham and three others of the American 
boundary survey were in the vicinity of Tubac on September 17, 1851. 
They had with them a captured Mexican girl who had been rescued by 

Bartlett and whom they hoped to return to Mexican authorities at Santa 

Cruz. In their journey to Santa Cruz, they came to an entirely deserted 
village which they recognized as Tubac from the description of its 
church. Though not a living soul was found there, evidence pointed out 
that Tubac had been visited by Americans prior to Graham and his party. 

A number of American names and "recent date# had been written with

1
• With the exception of Santa Cruz and Tucson, the entire valley of the 
Santa Cruz was abandoned to the Apaches at the time of the first visit 
of the surveying party in 1851 (S. Mowry, Arizona and Sonora, the Geog
raphy. History and Resources of the Silver Region of North America, p. 
187). Based on correspondence from J. R. Bartlett, Esq., October.31, 
1857. „ :



charcoal on the walls of the church and houses. Finding these,

Graham remarked in his diary; "this is no doubt on the route of the
2

American emigrants to California.* It seems that Tubac had remained 
deserted since the summer of 1849, its desolation broken only by the 
visits of the emigrants who had camped at this likely spot long enough 

to replenish their water supply and probably partake of the fruit
of the trees still bearing in abundance in the deserted village and

3 v. ' ' ' V ‘...  ' " '
fields. .

Tubac did not remain deserted long, Mexican reoccupation of the
4 - •

village ruins took place in the fall of 1851, shortly after it had been 
visited by Graham’s party. A small garrison commanded by am officer,

5
referred to by Major Bartlett as "Captain Gomez, formerly of Fronteras,"
occupied the old presidio quarters, and civilians were invited to

6
resettle the region.

Shortly after the reestablishment of the Mexican garrison, a party
7

of Mormons, probably from one of the southern states, were passing

Senate Executive Document No. 121. Thirty-second Congress, First Session
pp. 39-42. . ...... . .
3 -
Graham spoke of finding am abundance of fine ripe peaches, some of 

which the American surveying party cooked and ate (Ibid.).
J. R." Bartlett, Personal Narrative of Exploration aid Incidents in 

Texas. New Mexico. California. Sonora and Chihuahua, n. 304. Writing 
of Tubac in July, 1851, Bartlett referred to "the proceeding fall, 
after the place had again been occupied.«
5
Ibid.. p. 303. Captain Grace2 was in command of Fronteras in May 1851 

when Bartlett had visited the garrison there.
6
Ibid., p. 304.
J. H. McClintock. Mormon Settlement in Arizona, p. 57.

7
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throu^i the Santa Graz Valley on their way to California and were 

induced hy G^mez to stop in Tubac. He offered them land in tiM rich 
valley where irrigation ditches were already prepared for use, and a 

market in Tubac for*all the grain and vegetables they could raise* 
The Mormons were influenced by the prospects of such an offer and 
consented to remain, ■

They therefore set to work, and ploughed and sowed their 
lands, in which they expended all their means, anticipating 
an abundant harvest. But the spring and summer came with
out rain; the river dried up3 their fields could not be 
irrigated, and their labor, time and money were lost.
They abandoned the place, and although reduced to the 
greatest extremities succeeded in reaching California.®

Thus the Mormon colony at Tubac was definitely a failure and the rich 
fields were again left idle awaiting moisture and experienced hands to 
make them produce • •

Soon after the Mormon exit, the second American surveying party 

under Bartlett visited Tubac. In Bartlett*s own diary is recorded 

impressions of that visit on July 21, 1852.

After a journey over a muddy road ... we reached Tubac ... 
consisting of a collection of dilapidated buildings and 
huts, about half of which were tenantless, and an equally 
ruinous church. .Captain Gomez ... cam out to meet us as 
we passed through the plaza.... In a book of travels in a 
strange country, one is expected to describe every town he 
visits, but as for this God—forsaken place, when I have 
said that it contains a few dilapidated buildings, and an 
old church, with a miserable population, I have said about 
all.... It might have comprised at the time of our visit 
a hundred souls.9

J. R. Bartlett, op. cit., pp. 304-305.
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Bartlett»s party did not tarry in Tubac bat continued southward. One

mile from the village, however, one of their wagons broke down and

Bartlett sent back to G^aez for aid. By return message Gomez
regretfully informed him that there was not a mechanic in the town,

10
nor tools of any kind. .

Thou^i the inhabitants of Tubac seemed to be leading a perfectly

miserable existence at the time of Bartlett’s visit, a few references to

their activities during 1852 and 1853 have been found which might lead
one to believe that they were attempting to reestablish a position

against the eneay Apaches and reoccupy the fertile valley lands. In
March 1852 an expedition had been sent out from Tubac but. was defeated 11
by the Indiana. By 1853 a number of the former land owners, vko had
left the, Santa Cruz Valley before the slaughter of 1849# had returned.

On April 19, 1853» C« CalistroZosa, legal owner of the original
12

Torrion grant directly; to, the south of Tubac, sold part of his land to
0. Leonardo Orosco for one bullock and five lambs. Witness to the

transfer of ownership was Jestis Maria Ortiz, also a resident of Tubac,
and relative of the Ortiz brothers who had received title to Aribaca 

13
in 1833 e In July of 1853 there were 112 friendly Apaches living at 9 10 11 12 13

9 ...........
. ■ Ibid., pp.;302—30A.
10  

Ibid., p. 305.
11  

H. H. Bancroft, Arizona and New Mexico, p. 476.
1 2  , ... .... , . x  ■

It is probable that the deceased Joae'Zosa was murdered by the Apaches 
before or during the slaughter of 1849/ for C. Galistro Zosa had in
herited the land though the original grant had been given but seventeen 
years before. Old Records Book, p. 14.
13 ..............

Ibid. Livestock were more precious than silver to those farmers be—
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M
Tubao and materially strengthening the defenses of the little town#

By September 1853 Jos^ Paredes had replaced Captain Gomez as commander
of the garrison and another expedition -was undertaken against the 

15
enemies* No record of the results of this expedition have been found

nor is there any information concerning activities in Tubac during the
succeeding -winter and following year.

"While these few Mexican pioneers in the Tubac area were tolling to

make their homes and land secure once more, negotiations were taking
place between Mexico and the United States which were to change their

outlook and greatly alter the mode of life in their town. In 1853
a treaty with Mexico was being urged /which would settle the vexed
boundary question and the liability of the United States for Indian

16
depredations in northern Mexico, heatedly debated after the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo. By the newly proposed treaty. United States was to 
acquire a part of Sonora at a cost of $10,000,000 in gold. The 
successful occupation of California and the resultant necessity for a 

transcontinental railroad were reasons put forth by politicians to 
gain public support of the transaction.

The Gadsden Purchase was finally effected with funds appropriated 
by Congress on June 29, 1854* and the United States acquired all the 
land now in Arizona south of the Gila River. President Franklin Pierce 
approved the purchase on June 30, and on August 4, 1854* Congress

ginning their hesls again as this transaction attests.
14
. H. H. Bancroft, Arizona and New Mexico, p. 476.
15 -

Ibid.
16

Article 11, Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.
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attached the new territory to New Mexico, the legislature of which

made it a part of Dona Ana County on January 18, 1855•
The inhabitants of Tnbac and the.surrounding farming area may

have looked upon the Gadsden Purchase as the fatal blow to all hopes
and ambitions for a future in the Santa Cruz Valley. There is no
information available concerning activities in Tubac just prior to

the purchase or the reactions of the settlers to the negotiations of

their government with the United States. One might expect though

that they greatly dreaded the removal of the protective garrison,

their one mainstay in the occupation of that territory. .
On the last day of June 1854# the Gadsden Purchase relieved

the Mexican garrison soldiers of their duty to secure the Tubac region,
but when they withdrew from the presidio is not known. Their departure,
however, left the valley unprotected, and its inhabitants found them?
selves obliged to look to the United States for an answer to their

difficulties. Perhaps the Apaches took advantage of the situation;
/

at any rate, the residents retired south to Santa Crus,. Imuris,
17

Magdalena and other villages.
Exactly when Tubac was again an abandoned t o m  is unknown, but

by May 26, 1855, the James A. Bennet diary records it as being a
18

deserted village * 'where we found a little grass but not wood.

Then in June of the same year, in his report on the United States

17
J« R. Browne, op. cit., p. 150. .. .

18 . . / - ' - - . .
C. B. Brooks and F. Reeve, "James A. Bennett: A Dragoon in New Mexico, 

1850-1860," New Mexico Historical Review, mi. No. 2, April 1947, 
p • I64.
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and Mexican boundary survey, William Emory reported $ *Tubac is a

deserted village. The wild Apache lords it over this region, and the
19

timid husbandman dare not return to his home»* -

Though the years 1854 and 1855 were years of great hardship for 
the pioneers who had been forced to leave their homes, they probably 
did have hopes that the United States troops would eventually arrive 

and give them the protection they needed. In the meantime they re
mained within Sonora by permission of the village alcaldes and depended

upon local accommodations for living quarters and grazing space for
20

their animals. The experience of Frederick Hulseman, who had been
farming and raising sheep at CalabasaS until the Apaches forced him to
move his stock into Sonora, probably was not the only instance in which
the homeless Santa Cruz Valley landowners suffered at the hands of their

■ /hosts. Hulseman had retired to Imuriz with the permission of the alcalde

there, but while he was on a business trip into the interior of

Sonora, the alcalde of Imuriz, by order of the prefect of San Ignacio,

siezed all of his property and Hulseman had to abandon his livestock
21

and business in Sonora.
While Tubac remained deserted and the rich farming land in its 

environs lay idle in the absence of its owners, American enterprise 
had begun to penetrate the new territory. In fact as early as 1854# 

Charles Poston, a native of Kentucky, and Herman Ehrenberg, a German 19 20

19
W. H. Emory, Report on the United States and Mexican Boundary Survey. 

Under the Direction of the.Secretary of the Interior. I, p. 118. .
20 ...........  ................... .......

Frederick Hulseman later became a prominent citizen of Tubac.

Old Records Book, pp. 209-210.
21
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engineer, had entered the Tubae region in their search for gold and 
22

silver. Stories of rich ore deposits uncovered during early Spanish 
times, given credulity by the existence of a few abandoned mining 

tunnels in the nearly mountains, were challenge enough to these 
hardy adventurers. Poston and Ehrenberg must have made a rather 

thorough investigation of the possibility of successful prospecting, 

and by the next year had decided that an exploring party would be a 
worthy venture.

The winter of 1855 and spring of 1856 were busy seasons for Poston 
and Ehrenberg, both of whom went East to enlist capital and interest 
for carrying out their plans. Poston spent most of his time in „ 

Washington, idlere he seems to have been chiefly concerned with obtain
ing protection for the new area in order that it might be more attractive 
to eastern adventurers and a safer place in which to make an invest
ment. To Ehrenberg, on the other hand, went the responsibility of 

formation of the exploring and mining company. In New York and 
Cincinnati he painted a glowing picture of the opportunities on the. 
new frontier, and by the time he left the East in the spring of 1856, 
the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company had c o m  into being. Major 
Samuel P. Heintzelman was to be the president of the company; Samuel 

Colt of Hartford, William T. Coleman of New York, Charles D. Poston of 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky, and a Major Hartley of the United States Arry, 

the directors; Charles D. Poston, the manager; Ehrenberg and Frederick

22 — ~ '

K. Bryan, "The Pepago Country, Arizona," United States Geological 
Survey Water Supply Paper No. 499., p. 19* . . . . v . . . , .
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Bruckow, mining engineers. Th@ patronage of the Texas Pacific Railroad
Company was obtained in the organization of the Sonora Exploring and
Mining Conpargr, and it soon boasted of a million dollar a in capital

23
and #100,000 of paid-in investment.

The outfitting of the new mining company took place In San Antonio, 

Texas, under the careful direction of Poston, #10 had also left the 
East in the spring of 1856, but who had tarried in Texas to couplete 

company plans. Wagons, provisions, ambulances, 150 horses and mules, 

guns and plenty of ammunition were assembled as well as a crew of 

strong-bodied Americans and German immigrants. Finally everything was 
in readiness for the journey to the * silver country}1 and Poston, himself, 

described the departure of the train*

Armed with Sharps rifles, colts revolvers, the recklessness 
of youth, and an order from the War Department for assistance 
in case of need the company under my command rolled out of 
San Antonio, Texas, the first of May, 1856, for El Paso 
and Apache land, over 1000 miles of wagon road.*4

The trip from Texas to "Apache Land* was slow and tedious. El
25

Paso was not reached until the first part of July. By the middle of
26

that month the train was in La Me sills, county seat of Dona Ana County, 23 24 25 26

23
Poston's Papers, his narrative in manuscript, mine reports and official 

papers collected by his family. Pioneer Historical Society, Tucson,
Arizona. Henceforth referred to as Poston's Papers and Poston's Narrative.
24 ...... .................  -

Ibid.
25 ....

Ibid.
26

Ibid. The county seat was originally Dona Ana but was changed to 
Las Cruses in 1853, to La Mesilia in 1856, and finally back to Las Cruses 
again in 1882 (H. H. Bancroft, Arizona and New Mexico, p. 800).
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■which had:extended its jurisdiction in January 1855 to include the

new territory in ifaich Poston's party was about to begin exploration.

Poston tarried in La Mesilla.where he acquainted himself with county *

authority, at the same time probably revealing many of hie plans. It
must have been recognized that should Poston's venture be at all

successful, this train would form the nucleus of the only American

colony in the new region south of Tucson, and though the company' s

destination was 325 miles away. Dona Ana County authorities were
nominally responsible for the enforcement of law and order in this area.
It is not surprising then that the Recorder and Clerk of the Probate
Court of Dona Ana County, New Mexico, James A. Lucas, deputised Poston,

authorizing and empowering him to fulfill the duties of the office of
Deputy Clerk. To this delegation of civil authority James Lucas affixed

27
the seal of the Territory of New Mexico at La Mesilla on July 15, 1856, 
and in this manner Charles Poston became the first civil officer in what 

is how southern Arizona. Though the office of Deputy Clerk involved 

considerable responsibility, it no doubt fitted in perfectly with company 

plans, injecting civil authority and prestige into the new enterprise 
to further assure its success. The wagon train apparently left La 
Mesilla on July 16, and after another month of tedious traveling,

28
arrived in Tucson just in time to participate in the feast of San Agustin. 

Ihen the festivities were over, the journey was again resumed, and hy 
the end of August the new mining and exploring company had become 27 28

27 ......
Old Records Book, p. 1.

28 .......
August 20.
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29
settled in the old presidial quarters in the abandoned town of Tubac.

Nothing;is known of the events which ledto the occupation of . 

Tubac by this party of enterprising Americans, tee infers from Poston's 

narrative that the train went directly from Tucson to Tubac as no 
mention is made of a search for quarters, yet Poston himself makes

30
no claim of having been acquainted with the facilities of the old town*

It is possible that Ehrenberg had visited Tubac after he returned from
the East that spring, or perhaps inhabitants of Tucson who knew the
Santa Cruz Valley had suggested to Poston that abandoned buildings at

Tubac could be made liveable. At any rate, the company was "delighted
to find the houses in a fair state of preservation" though minus doers
and windows. Quarters existed vtich could accommodate 100 to 150 men,

and ample grazing space was near at hand for tha livestock which the
conpany had brought from Texas. Consequently, Poston resolved to make

31
conpany headquarters at Tubac during the ensuing winter.

tece again Tubac bustled with activity as the Americans set te 
work. The Santa Rita forests were invaded for lumber to make doors and 

windows. The most skillful of the men fashioned tables, chairs, bed
steads and other necessary furniture. Corrals were mended. The old 
fort became company headquarters, and the tower which was by this time 

diminished to three stories was fixed up for a lookout post. A farm 
was fenced in and put under cultivation, A. garden was started and

29
Poston's Narrative.

30
Ibid.

31
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irrigated by the old Spanish aceqttias, and besides all this domestic
enterprise, the surrounding countryside was explored for productive

32
ore deposits.

News of the reoccupation of Tubac and the search for mines spread 

rapidly. This was especially good news for the Santa Cruz Valley land 
owners in exile in Mexico. They felt that protection was surely forth

coming at last and began to flock back to their land. Ignacio Ortiz 

was one of the first to arrive. He had been living in Tubutama, his

wife’s birthplace, since 1854# but early in the fall of 1856, re-
33

occupied Arivaca lands.

The valley land owners were not disappointed in their anticipation
of the arrival of American protection* The first of the United States

34
dragoons arrived in October 1856, and Fort Buchanan was established on
Sonolta Creek, twenty-five miles east of Tubac the following year with
Major E. Steen as commanding officer* It was eventually garrisoned by-

four companies of first dragoons, giving the surrounding farming area .
and the new mining company a fair degree of organized protection from

35
the Apaches.

The mining and exploring company had been located at Tubac and 

busily investigating likely ore deposits for nearly two months when an

32
Ibid.

33
C. D. Poston, MIn Memorium,” Arizona Weekly Star. Tucson, April 22, 

1880. On June 7, 1856, Tomis Ortiz sold his share in Aribac to his 
brother, Ignacio, for $500 at Santa Ana, Sonora (Old Records Book, p. 13).
34 ■ . - .

Old Records Book, p. 210.
35 ,

A* B. Bender, "Frontier Defense in the Territory of New Mexico, 1853- 
1861," New Mexico Historical Review. H ,  No. 4, October 1934, p. 352.
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old Mexican half-breed of San Xavier by the name of Guadeloupe Vera,

came to headquarters nith a story about, finding rich ore ahen he was
a boy at Arivaca. Postern did not believe the story'but was not m e

to discourage Indian or prospector in the reporting of probable mineral

deposits. Consequently, he dispatched a party with Vera consisting of
Herman Ehrenberg, Frederick Bruckow, Weadore Mohrman, Charles Schuchard

and some Opata Indians as packers. Ore was found which m s  far better
than anything heretofore discovered. The vein was one of silver-copper

glance, called petanoue by the Mexicans, and extraction of its ores
eventually became a very profitable enterprise. location of this find
was in the Cerro Colorado Mountains twenty-two miles west of Tubao and

eight miles north of Arivaca, a convenient distance from the company 
36

headquarters. '
Sonora Exploring and Mining Company personnel immediately took

steps to acquire the land in the region of the rich ore deposit in order

that they might obtain the necessary mineral rights for mining operations.
It was found that the 17,000 acres of the old Aribac grant was involved,

37
and Ignacio Ortiz held the title to the coveted property. Ortiz was

induced to sell out in favor of the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company
for $25,000 and on December 26, 1856, Samuel P. Heintselman bought the

38
ranch then known as Arivaca for the mining company. This left Ortiz 36 37 38

36 ....
Saturday Review, Phoenix, Arizona, II, No. 19, June 29, 1895, p, 1.

37 *
All Mexican titles to land acquired by the United States with the 

Gadsden Purchase were approved by the American government if evidence of 
the titles were found in the Mexican archives (U. S. Statutes at Ta-rp*. 
X, No. 922, p. 929).
38

Old Records Book, p. 13*
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without the responsibilities of his property so he went to Tubso and

lived with the company, acting as a guide to the mines which were soon 
39

opened.

The discovery of productive ore and the opening of the Heintselman

mine, as the first Arivaca mine was named, brought laborers, prospectors
and adventurers to Tubac and the surrounding area. In December of 1856

Deputy Clerk Poston recorded a number of real estate purchases verifying

the optimism of three new inhabitants in the future of Tubac and its
enterprises. Palatine Robinson bought a quarter section of land on the'
Santa Cruz, adjoining Tubac on the south, and nbeginning at the north-

40
western corner of the house then occupied by him in the town of Tubac*"
Robert Ward bought 160 acres of land adjoining Tubac to the east,

: . 41
point of survey beginning at the house of Ignatio Ortiz, and Anton

42
Eisner purchased 160 acres twelve miles to the east of Tubac. Even as
early as the Christmas of 1856 Poston reported a population of more than
a thousand people, "such as they were," that had gathered in the surround- 

43 .
ing countryside.

. Christmas of 1856 was a gala holiday in Tubac.

At Christmas dinner we had an abundance of beef and sheep.

39
Saturday Review. Phoenix, Arizona, U ,  No. 19, June 29, 1895, p. 1. 

Ortiz was well-known to nearly all the Indians of the Pimeria who nick
named him "Piach," meaning in the Pima language, "I have nothing to give"
(Ibid).40
. Old Records Book, p. 183.
4 1  .....

Ibid., p. 185. '
42

Ibid., pp. 188-190.
43

Poston's Narrative.
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plenty of antelope and venison and other wild game, provisions 
from Sonora, delicacies from San Francisco, egg-nog mescal, 
brandy and wine, music and dancing, temperature just cold 
enough to make life enjoyable, and an apparently unlimited 
future of prosperity before us. The Apaches even left us 
alone in peace.... We even endeavored to give entertainment 
to our neighbors from places as far distant as eighty miles. 
(Sopori, Tucson, and Magdalena, these being the nearest 
settlements.) Colonel Douglass came over from Sopori, 
booted and spurred in Mexican style, bringing a motley 
retinue, among them a harper and "fiddlers three.* The fes
tivities were continued during Christmas week; and, in order 
to relieve our guests of any anxiety about the abundant 
resources of the larder, a dozen fat turkeys were dressed and 
hung up on the joist over the table in the spacious dining- 
hall. The best liquid we could place before our guests was 
a native production from the juice of the maguey, called mescal. 
It made punches nearly equal to Scotch whiskey, and solaced 
many a winter’s evening in this remote lap of the mountains. -

The optinism of the Christmas .of 1856 continued on into 1857. The
population and activity within Tubac steadily incieased. New mines were
discovered, and traders from Sonora, New Mexico and California came to
supply the needs of the inhabitants in exchange for silver bars, products
of the mines made Mcurrent with the merchant.* European merchandise,

for the most part, was unloaded at Quaymas and brought overland by pack
45

trains through Mexico to Tubac. There were no frontier customhouses
at that time to interfere with free importation of supplies, and the
rule was to purchase everything brought from Mexico whether it was 46
wanted or not. The products of the mines were shipped to San Francisco, 

also by way of Guaymas, where the silver was sold from $1*25 to $1.32 44 45 46

44
Ibid.

45
T. E. Farish, History of Arizona. I, p. 280.

46 .........
Ibid., p, 285.
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47
per ounce for the Asiatic market. Living conditions were good and

the society which resulted was extraordinarily gay and luxurious for
a community so far removed from cultured America.

Lucky was the frontier traveler who chose to rest in Tubac in
1857. Here could be found a sumptuous fare of wild game, beef or fowl
as well as all the vegetables, melons and other fruits that his heart

could desire. The garden stuffs were raised by the industry of a
German gardener with the assistance of two Mexicans, and there was
always plenty of everything for the hungry traveler.  ̂•The hospitality
of Tubac was long remembered. We were never a week without some company,m
said Poston, * ’and often had more than we required; but nobody was ever

charged anything for entertainment, horse-shoeing and fresh supplies for 
48

the road.,w The routine for the regular day for everyone in Tubac was

chocolate or strong coffee the first thing in the morning, breakfast at
49

sunrise, dinner at noon and supper at sunset.

Though Tubac was hospitable and gay, it was not a town of pleasure 

seekers. Those who passed by had business in that area, and those who 

came to stay had one objective, that of making a living. Mexicans came 
in great numbers to find employment, and skilled miners were obtained 
by the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company at from fifteen to twenty-five 
dollars a month and rations, much of which was imported from Sonora at * 48 49

Ibid., p . 287•
48 :

Ibid.
49

Ibid., p. 285.
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50
very moderate prices.

k continued number of real estate transfers were recorded, and by 
1857 the farms of the valley again approached productive operation. On.

January 2, 1857, W» W. Thompson purchased a quarter section of land on
y 51Sonoita Greek for $100, to be used as a peach orchard. Francisco

Garrassosa purchased a quarter section of valley land for farming purposes 
52 / /

in February 1857, and on August 21, 1857, Joaquin Vicente Elias sold the
y z 53original San Jose da Sonoita Grant to Antonio Crespo of Guaymas for $1,950.

Only a few of the real estate transfers had farming interests behind them,
54

however. Much land was bought and sold in the region of the mines, each 
purchaser hoping to make a fortune either by discovery of ore or specula
tion. The Sonora Exploring and Mining Gonpany also purchased more land, 

and individuals associated with the company attended to the interests 
of themselves and their associates. Among those claiming property during 
1857 with the declared intention of beginning mining operations were

55
Charles Poston, Frederick Bruokow, S. Heintzelman and Charles Schuchard.
On May 20, 1857, all the farming lands bought by Robert Ward the year

56
before were sold to the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company for $500.

50 ...
Ibid., p. 281. Flour, some beef, beans, sugar, barley and corn came 

from Sonora.
51

Old Records Book, pp. 191-192.
Ibid., p. 193.

53
Ibid., p. 10.

54
Ibid., p. 193 ff.

55 , -'W: :Ibid. . .
56 ■ ' - . , - v  ' ' : ■Ibid., p. 199.
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That land -which the company could not buy was often leased as in the 

case of the ninety-nine year lease of part of the lands twelve miles
57

east of Tubac which had been bought hy Anton Eisner in December of 1856.
On the land leased to the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company by

Eisner for $100 was found the richest silver vein yet prospected in the
Santa Ritas. On February 15, 1857, Poston declared his intention to

open the vein on the western side of the mountain and name it Salero, at
58

the same time putting in a claim for his associates. The Salero, accord
ing to tradition, had been worked by the Tumacacori Mission Indians under
Jesuit direction, and Poston indicated that it was at that time open to a

59
depth of eighty feet, further work depending upon the use of pumps.

With the continuous opening of new mines by the Sonora Exploring
and Mining Coop any, the profitable operation of the Heintzelman Mine

60
which had been worked in 1857 to a depth of fifty feet, and the intro

duction into the Santa Crus Valley of the first American machinery for 
61

mining purposes, the prospects of increased business and wealth seemed

certain. Poston verified the richness of the Heintzelman when in the
62

summer of 1857, accompanied by Ortiz, he took the equivalent of a mule

57
Ibid., p. 190. Eisner was an enployee of the Sonora Exploring and 

Mining Company (The Arizonian. Tubac, I, No. 1, March 3, 1859, p. 2).
58 .........

Associates named were H. Ehrenberg, F. Bruckow, C. Schuchard, Weadore 
Mohrman, George Fuller, S. Heintzelman, Edgar Conkling and William 
Wrightson (Old Records Book, p. 196).
59

Ibid., pp. 195-196.
60
' F. C. Schrader, "Mineral Deposits of the Santa Rita and Patagonia Moun
tains, Arizona," Department of the Interior. United States Geological Survey 
Bulletin. No. 582, p. .22. In 1857 the Heintzelman Mine was reported as hav
ing, on. the dump.$20,000 in silver sulphide ore that averaged about $1,400 
per ton (Ibid).
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load of ore to San Francisco for assay at the United States mint and
63

later found its yield to be $7,200 per ton. In August the twelve wagon 
train of Santiago Hubbell of Hew Mexico arrived in Tuba© laden with 
supplies. It took back twelve tons of ore of the Heintzelmen to the 
steamboat landing at Kansas City for shipment by river to eastern ports, 
and then Arizona began to obtain its real reputation as a mineral country. 
The ores were in rawhide bags, a ton to a wagon, and brought twelve and 
a half cents a pound at Kansas City* When assayed in the various cities 

of the East, their average was $1500 per ton in silver, besides a good
64

deal of copper. This first shipment was a very long haul for mule teams, 
but it proved that even with the most difficult transportation problems, 

mining was profitable business in the new territory. .......  . ; .

The fame and fortune of the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company 
grew throughout 1858, and as a result, many more Easterners began to 

show interest in the new region which came to be known as Arizona. The 

population of Tubac continued its growth, no longer a mere collection 

of miners, prospectors and wayfarers. Its society by 1858 was graced by 
ladies, "European ladies who were guests of the company and who spoke . 61 * * 64

61
R. S. Hinton, The Handbook to Arizona; Its Resources. History. Towns.

Mines. Ruins and Scenery, p. 4 0 . ........... ............... .......
62... . — ......■ ■ " - '

Ortiz could "smell an Indian two miles away" but he was killed on his 
return home, at Pirigua by some Papago Indians (C. D. Poston, "In Memorium," 
Arizona Weekly Star. Tucson, April 22,-1880).

Saturday Review. Phoenix, n. No. 19, June 29, I895, p. 1. This yield 
seems uncommonly high, but Poston seems to verify a statement such as this 
when, in his Narrative. he reports the first twelve wagon loads of Heint- 
zelmam ore to reach.eastern cities yielded from $1000 to $8000 per ton.
64

Poston's Narrative.
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several languages and played on several instruments." Furthermore,
said Poston, "the engineers and employees were graduates of European
universities and cultivated gentlemen. We scarcely ever passed a night

without entertaining company, and soma of them remained a week or a
6$

month.* Many Mexican aenoritas also came to the American town on the
Santa Cruz, for the civil wars in Mexico as well as the exodus of male 
population to America had decreased the opportunities for good marriages 

in Mexico, and Tubac's collection of eligible males was but a short dis
tance away. When they could get transportation in wagons hauling provi
sions, they came in style; others came by burro, and many came by foot. 
All found a welcome in Tubac where they added much to the conforts of 

frontier society. They could keep house, cook, wash, sew, dance and sing.
M 'Moreover, they were experts at cards aid divested many a miner of his

66
week’s wages over a game of monte. '* Many of them had been educated at 

convents and they ware all good Catholics, and thus had considerable 

refining influence on Tubac*s population.

In speaking of the civil organization of Tubac in 1857, Poston 
said, " *We had no law but love, no occupation but labor, no government, 
no taxes, no public debt, no politics. It was a community in a perfect

, ■ 6? . ■ " ' V ' " " ■ "
state of nature.*" However, the coming of the female population to 

Tubac soon changed the organization of society, for family life and its 

various complications had to be considered. Poston, however, thought

65 .
Poston»s Narrative.66 .
Poston's Diary as quoted in T. E. Parish, op. cit., p. 281. 

67 • .....
Ibid.



he had that matter well In hand.

As Alcalde of Tubac, under the government of New Mexico, I 
was legally authorized to celebrate the rites of matrimony, 
baptize children, grant divorces, grant absolution, apprehend 
criminals and perform other civil function.,.. Tubac became 
a sort of Gretna Green for runaway couples from Sonora, as 
the priest there charged them twenty-five dollars, and the 
Alcalde gf Tubac tied the knot gratis, and gave them a treat 
besides.8

Deputy Clerk Poston kept record of all civil functions, and in his

journal are recorded marriages along with mining claims, baptisms next

to real estate transfers. Cue of the first marriages recorded was on
February 14, 1858, when Poston joined William Trojel and Theodora Bare11a

69
of Tubac in marriage. The arms of the American Catholic church had not 
yet reached into southern Arizona in 1858, and for another year Poston*s 
authority went unchallenged.

The friendly native Indiana of the Santa Cruz Valley had also be

come a part of Tubac*s society, and by 1858 a temporary camp of about
70

100 Papagos was just another part of the village. They conducted an
extensive trade in salt, taken from the great inland lagoons, most of

71
their products finding sale in Tucson and Tubac. They liked the white 

man's company and were not too modest to enjoy the peculiarities of the 
American way of living. The Papagos often came and looked on while the 

white men feasted, pressing their noses against the windows and laughing

6 8 . . . . . .

Poston's Narrative.
69 ....

Old Records Book, p. 202.
70

F. W. Hodge, Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico, p. 830.
71 ■ .....................:..... .......
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with childlike merriment because their noses did not penetrate the 
72

glass. As for the most of them, however, they would not submit to the 

regimentation of the mines and were never any serious challenge to the 
Mexicans' almost complete monopoly of mine labor.

Mine laborers, engineers and superintendents did not participate 

much in Tubac social life during the week* Quarters for the workers 
were maintained on the mine site where time would not be lost going to 

and from work over rough "tote roads.* Arivaca ranch building#had been 
enlarged and extended to house the crews of the mines being worked on 
the former ranch lands, and even on Sundays enough personnel remained to 
protect life and property from Apache Indian trickery. However, every
one got a chance to go into town occasionally, and pay day was always 
the best time of all*

The mine workers were paid in strange money once a week. Silver 
was too heavy for purposes of exchange and so the Mexican system of 
boletas had been adopted by the company. /

Engravings were made in.New York and paper money printed on 
pasteboard about two inches by three, in small denominations, 
twelve and one-half cents, twenty-five cents, fifty cents, one 
dollar, five dollars, and ten dollars. Each boleta had a 
picture by which the illiterate could ascertain its denomination 
viz.* twelve and one-half cents a pig; twenty-five cents, a 
rooster; one dollar, a horse; five dollars, a bull; ten dollars, 
a lion. With these boletas the hands were paid off every Satur
day, and they were taken as currency at the stores, and among 
the merchants in the country and in Mexico. When a run of 
silver was made, anyone holding tickets could have them re
deemed in silver bars, or in exchange at San Francisco. This 
primitive system of fiat money had an excellent effect.

Poston's Narrative.
72
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Everybody holding these boletaa was interested in the success 
of the mines, and the entire community was dependent for its 
prosperity upon that of the company* They were ultimately all 
redeemed and retired from circulation*^

During the week a miner's purchases usually depended upon his credit.
Then at week's end bills were paid upj nearly everyone would play monte,

74
drink mescal and go home quite empty of purse*

The mining company officials also enjoyed the social life in Tubac 

regularly. Some of them lived in town, but those who stayed at the 

mining camps always came in for Sunday dinner* Turkey, stuffed with pine 

nuts, was a favorite cm the Sunday menu, and a favorite after dinner 
diversion was a horseback ride with the ladies to the old Tumacacori 
Mission. Plenty of horses and saddles were always available for the

75
afternoon's gallop* In the summer time the shady peach orchards at
the village's edge were a pleasant place of retreat. The deep places in

the river made excellent bathing pools when cleared out and sheltered
from the hot sun* It was said that Poston particularly enjoyed the

bathing facilities of the Santa Cruz, and often read while relaxing
76

in the shallows of the water.

To everyone connected with the new Arizona mines, to travelers 
and home—seekers alike, Tubac was a delightful place in 1858. It was

73
T. E. Parish, op. cit., p. 287.

74
B, Couslich, "When Old Tubac was Young and Prosperous," Arizona Daily 

Star. Tucson, February 21, 1932.
75
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J, Ross Browne, op. cit., p. 149*
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a lovely spot on the desert; it was friendly and hospitable, and the 

ponderous mountains enclosing the valley plains seemed to promise 
unlimited veins of wealth to prospector and speculator*



The Development of Tubas as a Mining Town
CHAPTER V

By the summer of 1858 interest in Arizona mining opportunities 

had grown so much in theiEast that another association had been formed
in Cincinnati, Ohio, for further exploitation of the mineral resources

: ... . : 1 - - ■ : ■■■ ' . : - ;■ - '
in the Santa Cruz area. With the advent of a second mining company,

Tubac was destined to become the most prosperous settlement in southern
Arizona, and 1859 was to mark its heyday as a mining town. The new
conpany was known as the Santa Rita Mining Company, and was hardly a
competitor of the Sohora Expiring and Mining Ccmpany for much of the
same management and financial interests were behind both companies.
Charles Poston served on the board of directors of both and two of the

Wrightson brothers^ William and Thomas, were associates of both.
Joint conpany offices were established in Cincinnati and Tubac in 1858

with the intentions of opening mines and locating a reduction plant in
3

the Santa Rita Mountains east of Tubac.

, The establishment of the headquarters of a new mining conpany
brought increased activity and new personalities to the American mining

1 . . . . . . . .  -
F. C. Schrader, op. cit., p. 22.

2 ..
The directors of the Santa Rita Mining Conpany were Dr. George Mendenhal 

Thomas Wrightson, C. Poston, Thomas H. C. Allen, J. O'Kane, J. D. Park 
and Charles Jackson. Mendenhal was presidentj T. Wrightson, secretary;
S. H. Lathrop, treasurer; William Wrightson, manager; H. C. Grosvenor, 
engineer; Gilbert Hopkins, mineralogist(The Arizonian. Tubac, I, No, 1, 
March 3, 1859, p. 2,and No. 8, April 21, 1859, p. 3; R. J. Hinton.' op. 
cit.. p. 191%
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town on the Santa Cruz. Among the summer visitors in 1858 was the agent 
to the Santa Rita Mining Company, Phoolan Way. He arrived on June 16, 
and recorded the following in his diary the next day* .

Arrived at Tubac about six o'clock last evening...# Tubac 
is a paradise compared with Tucson. The scenery is beautiful# 
It is situated in a beautiful valley, surrounded by mountains. 
The valley and hills are covered with timber, mesquite and 
cottonwood of a large growth. It is refreshing to the eye 
to look upon green foliage and lofty trees after traveling so 
long over sandy wastes and boundless prairies. The health 
here is fine, the water good and there is plenty of good 
wholesome food. The town is occupied principally by the 
Sonora and Santa Rita Silver Mining Company. They are so 
far as I have seen a fine looking, intelligent set of men. 
Colonel Poston is their heed here. He is a young energetic 
business man. His house (where I am now stopping) is more 
convenient, more comfortable and better arranged than any 
house I have seen since I left San Antonio. It is adobe 
like all the other houses in the place. The town contains . 
about 150 inhabitants, three-fourths of whom are Mexicans# A 
small river called the Santa Cruz runs through the place, which 
furnishes the water for irrigating the bottomlands. It is 
now harvest time and the triieat looks very well. They raise 
enough here to supply the whole settlement aid have some to 
sell. Colonel Poston gets his supplies from Sonora aid has 
plenty of everything that the comfort of his man requires#
He now has about 150 man employed in his mines which are over 
20 miles from here in the mountains. All the laborers are 
Mexicans as they can be hired much cheaper than white men 
and are accustomed to this kind of work#*

During the following winter William Wrights on, the manager of the newly 
established company, and his younger brother, John Wrightson, arrived 
with the whole company expedition. With the expenditure of several 

hundred thousand dollars, the busy summer of planning culminated in

i - - - * - » " • - " -- & f

Poston's Narrative.
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the opening of the Santa Rita Mines, the old Salero Mine tdiich haui been
5

claimed by Poston, being the first put into operation* ; o
By the winter of 1858 the movement of new personnel to Tubac had 

been greatly facilitated t*y the operation of a branch of the Butterfield 
Stage line vdiich had been established in August. This branch operated

from Fort Buchanan to Tubac and permitted regular travel between the two6
as well as connections with points both east and west.

Most of those who first made use of the new stage line were mining

officials or army personnel. However, the fall of 1858 brought a
visitor of quite a different nature, the Very Reverend Joseph .

7
Machebeuf, Vicar General of the diocese of Santa Fe. He was the first 
priest to visit Tubac after American occupation, and hie coming must 

have created quite a stir among the townspeople who were largely Catholic 
by faith. Spiritual matters so long neglected in Tubac were straightway 

attended to., "It required all the sheets and tablecloths of the 

establishment to fix up a confessional room," said Poston, "and we had 

to wait until.noon for the blessing at breakfast."

In the midst of the administrations of Father Maoheheuf, the

5 '.....
C. D« Poston, "In Memorium, Arizona Weekly Star. Tucson, March 11, 1880.6
Historical Records Survey, Inventory of the County Archives of Arizona. 

XII, p . 6. . .....
7 -
When Arizona became part of the United States by the Treaty of 

Guadalupe Hildago and the Gadsden Purchase, the Pope erected it, along 
with New Mexico, into a Vicariate Apostolic with Right Reverend John B. 
Lamy of Cincinnati as its first bishop. Bishop Lasy's residence was 
established at Santa Fe which became a regular Episcopal See on July 29, 
1853 (R. E. Sloan, History of Arizona. II. p. 388).
8
Poston's Narrative,



domestic situation took an unhappy turn. The women became sulky and
the men antagonistic, directing curses and threats against Poston who

soon realized that he was in real trouble with the church* Father

Machebeuf informed him that the Catholic church could, not recognize the
marriages he had performed even though they were legal according to the

laws of New Mexico, and he insisted upon the rights of the church*

Postern’s defense was that he had not charged for his services, and he
had given each couple a marriage certificate with a seal on it made out

of a Mexican dollar. In spite of the alcalde’s insistence upon the
legality of hie marriages, the situation grew until it bordered upon
rebellion, and Postern was finally willing to take the vicar's suggestion
as to a way out of the dilemma. He consequently advanced the disconsolate

husbands money to pay for the sanction 'of the church upon their marriages

and the legitimization of their little ernes with Holy Water* It cost
the mining company nearly a thousand dollars in all to rectify the

9
matrimonial situation*

Machebeuf, who had been sent tjy Bishop.-John B, Lamy of Santa Fe
to attend to the spiritual needs of Catholics throughout Arizona,

spent only a few busy days in Tubac* tihen his. duties' had been attended
to, he departed, and normal routine among Tubac residents was again
the order of the day. It seems likely that the clerical functions
Poston had performed were henceforth attended to in Mexico despite the

10
great distance and dangers of travel* At any rate, marriages and

9 ............
Ibid.

10
There was no resident priest in Arizona after American occupation until 

1863 (R. B. Sloan, op. cit., p. 391).



baptisms were no longer recorded among the entries in the journal kept
11

by Deputy Clerk Poston • : ^
Shortly after the alcalde of Tubac had been relieved of part of

his administrative duties by the church, an affliction resulting from
a fever nhich he had suffered during the summer, forced him to give up

the management of the mines and the administration of civic affairs in
Tubac. Upon consultation with the army doctor at Fort Buchanan, Poston
found he was afflicted with opthaln&a, and was advised that a year or

12
two back East might save his eyesight* In the late fall arrangements
were made with General 3. P. Heintzelman who took furlough to come to

13 .
Tubac and relieve Poston. Poston then departed in time to spend the

14
Christmas of 1858 in New York City. ; ■

From the time of the departure of Postern until bis return in the
fall of I860, Tubac was without a territorial officer of ary kind.
Consequently, the official record which he had kept ended in the autumn

of 1858, and did not begin again until his next entry cm October 15,
15

I860. Because of this gap in the records, we are deprived of much 
valuable information concerning the history of the Santa Cruz Valley for 
a period of nearly two years. In the absence of territorial officers. 11 12 13 14 15

11
Old Records Book, nop. 214 ff*

12
Saturday Review. Phoenix, II, No. 19, June 29, 1895, p. 1*

1 3  .........Poston1s Narrative. It also appears that Treasurer S. H. Lathrop 
became superintendent of the company mines upon the departure of Poston 
(The Arizonian. Tubac, I, No. 6, April 7, 1859, p. 2).
14 .......

Poston's Narrative.
15 .......... .....

Old Records Book, p. 215.
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however, residents of the area substituted a form of justice of their
own, typical of most frontier communities. The strong and willful

took the law into their own hands and the meek accepted the status quo.

Differences were too often settled in physical engagement and the loss
of life seems not to have been uncommon.

Typical of frontier justice was the incident which occurred on
Christmas Day in 1858, when John Streit, eja^lcyee of the Sonora Exploring

and Mining Company, was killed in an encounter with Anton Eisner, an

enployee of the same company and owner of the ranch on which the Salero 
16

mine was located. It appears that justice stopped with the killing of
Strait, and as so often was the case, just another common grudge was
settled. It was not until the summer of the following yea# that the'

citizens of Tubac and vicinity finally attempted to settle their
17

problems with self-inposed democracy. '
The failure of the United States to extend civil administration 

and law enforcenmnt into the new territory restricted the migration of 

some of the more law abiding elements into the Santa Cruz Valley.

Had Tubac been a seat of democratic government* with enlightened citizens 
in office to administer justice, and had the military at Fort Buchanan 
been able to cope with continued Apache harassment, many more settlers 
would have been attracted to the Santa Cruz region by the possibility 
of sudden wealth or just by the opportunities of making a good living. 
The coming of the Santa Rita Mining Conpany to the valley and the 

prospects of service by the Fort Buchanan Stage, however,:had so in-

16 ,
The Arizonian. Tubac, I, No. 1, March 3, 1859, p. 2.
Ibid.. No. 18, June 25, 1859, p. 3.17
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.creased business prospects in Tub&e by the summer of 1858 that a few

responsible businessmen, other.. than those connected with the mines,

came to Tubac in spite of.the drawbacks of frontier living*

Sonora Exploring and Mining Company officials may have antici-
. pated a business boom with the coming of another mining company or at

least expected the concentration of more interests in the valley, for
on June 16, 1858, the first survey of the tewnsite of Tubac and vicinity
was made by Charles Schuchard, and boundaries set by him seem to have

been followed as large land-holdings became broken down into smaller 
18

parcels and sold* to April 12, 1858# the 160 acres adjoining Tubac on
the south and owned by Palatine: Robinson was purchased for $800 by

Nathan Van Alstine, Herion Garcia and Joseph Yancey* Cn May 4> 1859#
a further partition resulted when Yancey sold six acres of the above

to W. B* Roads and R. W* H* Jarvis,%the other twe owners releasing all
19

claim to the six acres. The breaking down of the Robinson farm is an . 

example of the results of the growth of small business enterprise, the 

like of which was probably repeated in 1859 and I860 more often than 
existing records show* .

The newcomers to Tubac and vicinity in 1858 and 1859 found that 
the commodity in greatest demand was food, food for the mine hands, the 
army and the townspeople* However, there was also plenty of opportunity 
for tixose who had some special skill* Among those who carried on 18 19

18  .
Pima County Probate Court file regarding Townsite of Tubac. 1882%

MS* Collection, Office of Probate Court, Tucson, Arizona*.........
19 •

Ibid*



successful ranching enterprises were Nathan Van A1stine whose ranch was
20

located two miles north of Tubac, John Ware and James Caruthers located
21 22

one mile south of Tubac, 0. B. Marshall on the Sonolta, Joseph Yancey
23

and Herion Garcia adjoining the town of Tubac on the south, George D.
24

Mercer in charge of the Beventon Ranch ten miles north of Tubac, H*
25 26 

Hoyt near Galabaea#, Greenbury Byrd just north of Tumacaoori Mission
27

and Don Pedro Herrera "near Tubac** Yanoy specialized in.the breeding
23

of horses and mules and found his principal market at the"mines* The
Reventon Ranch raised beef cattle and in 1859 was furnishing beef to

29
Fort Buchanan at twelve and a half cents a pound. C o m  was a cash crop
of the ranches having adequate water supply, and in 1859 sold for $3.48 

30
per hundred pounds. .

Those who came to the valley offering residents their personal 
skills or services usually located within the village of Tubao* 0* B.

20 .

The Arizonian. Tucson, I, No. 23, August 4, 1859, p. 3* 
21 ............

Ibid.. Tubac, I, No. 18, July 30, 1859, p. 3*
22

Ibid., No. 19, July 7, 1859, p. 3» "
23 ....

Ibid.. No. 2, March 10, 1859, p. 2.
24

Ibid.. No. 7, April 14, 1859, p. 2.
25 : .

Ibid.. No. 1, March 3, 1859, p. 3*
26 ...

Ibid.. No. 12, May 12, 1859, p. 3*
27 .

Ibid.. Tucson, I, No. 29, September 15, 1859, p* 3*
28 ..

Ibid.. Tubac. I, No. 2, March 10, 1859, p. 2.
29 ...•
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Hughes, Physician and Surgeon, a graduate of a medical college in 
31

Cincinnati, was.one of the most welcome practitioners in the valley#
Few frontier towns were lucky enough to have a medical doctor such as

Hughes at their service• In March 1859 I# A# Hill arrived in Tubao and
leased what was known as the Sonora Mining Company’s house in Tubac,
He opened a hotel, also a much needed enterprise, for visitors to the

32
mining companies were always numerous. On March 24 it was noted that

there were "evidences of prosperity in his excellent bill of fare, which
33

is not surpassed by any public house in the Territory." On April 28
the proprietorship of the Arizona House, as the hotel was called, was

34
transferred to H. F. McCarty, and Hill gave hie full time to the harness
and saddlery business which he had also opened in Tubac during the middle 

35
of March. Another new business was started during the second week in

March 1859, when one of Tubac*s citizens (name unknown) engaged the

services of about 100 of the Papago tribe to collect mescal for the
purpose of distillation# The Indians worked in the region between Tubac

36
and Sonoita bringing the mescal to the new distillery# Still another 
enterprise was begun in April 1859 when two gentlemen known as Findlay 31 32 33 34 35 36

31
Ibid., No. 2, March 10, 1859, p. 2.

32
Ibid.

33
Ibid.. No. 4, March 24, 1859, p. 2.

34 ....
Ibid#. No. 9, April 28, 1859, p. 2.

35
Ibid.. No. 2, March 10, 1859, p. 2.

36
Ibid., No. 3, March 17, 1859, p. 3.



and Sharp erected a grist mill on the Findlay ranch on the Sonoita
a short distance from Tubac. They built with adobe and timber and : .

provided two run of stones, one pair being the best French burr stones
that could be proourred* The grinding of cern and wheat began in the

37
new mill on April 20. . ~ :

Most likely there were other individual enterprises in the Tubac 
region in 1859 as well, small businesses of which there is no record 

today. Each one was significant in the history ef the valley and should 
not be eclipsed by the importance of the big scale operations of the 

mining companies. The activities of the mining companies, however, were 
not confined to mining and the reduction of ores, and to the Sonora 
Exploring and Mining Company Tubac owed its first American business 

establishments.
"When the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company moved inte Tubac, it

was as immediately necessary to establish a store in the village as it

was to maintain a mining office. Consequently Tubac1 s one store was a -

company store and sold everything from calico to guns and chewing
tobacco. Much of the merchandise came from Sonora, but that which could

be obtained from the States only came through the port of San Francisco,
38

then by vessel to Guaymas and finally by burro to Tubac# The store was 
lecated in the old Mexican barracks building and over its deer floated

37 .........
Ibid., p. 2.

38 .
Ibid.. No. 1, March 3, 1859, p. 3. After Sonora was closed to 

American trade in 1858, American goods had to be freighted from some 
point on the Mississippi or coast of Texas (Ibid.).
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a banner bearing a haunter and pick, the Insignia of the Sonora
39

Exploring and Mining Coapany* The storekeeper was Frederick Hnlaenan,
former Galabasas rancher, who had returned home when he heard of the

40
arrival of the Americans. Discouragement over the loss of his live
stock while he was in Mexico evidently caused him to give up ranching 
and seek employment with the new mining company. Hulseman was a

"highly intelligent and popular gentleman," and an asset to company 
41

and village alike. Besides the store, the Sonora Exploring and Mining.

Company maintained their headquarters in Tubac. There was found the
office of the manager, Charles D. Poston, and after 1858, that of S. P.
Heintzelaan, president. S. H. Lathrop, treasurer of the company and
superintendent of the mines, could also be found at mine headquarters

42
when duties at the mine sites did not occupy him. , - •

Among the other services which the Sonora Exploring and Mining 

Company found expedient was a mail service of some kind. United States 
mail was petitioned for and promised, for the growing population of the 

new territory soon met the requirements demanded by the United States 
Postal Department. However, until the time that the government saw fit 
to commence regular mail service, measures were taken to link Tubac 

mining personnel with their eastern financiers. Consequently, a post 
office of a sort was maintained in the office of the Sonora Exploring 39 40 41 42

39
S. Mowry, % e  Geography. History, and Resources of the Silver Region 

of North America, p. 25. . .......................
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See page 88.
41
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42
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and Mining Company, from which mail was sent on Friday of each week to 
Tucson to connect with both east and west traffic of the Overland Mail 
Company. Mail designated Tubac or vicinity was received in Tucson and 

departed by return carrier for distribution in Tubac on Sunday of each 
week. Superintendent of Mines S. H. Lathrop had charge of the postal

43
arrangements.

After the establishment of the Butterfield Stage line in August

1858 and the inauguration of the Tuoson-Fort Buchanan line, territorial

residents petitioned again that a mail route be established along the

route of the stage. However, the failure of the thirty-fifth Congress

to pass the Post Office Appropriations Bill in 1859 prevented its 
44

establishment. Though government mail service was thus denied Tubac,

evidence that its situation was receiving consideration in Washington
became apparent on March 31 when S. H. Lathrop was officially notified
by Sylvester Mowry of Tucson that a United States Post Office had

- 45
been established at Tubac and Hulseman had been appointed postmaster.

The refusal of Congress to pass the postal appropriations bill

did not retard the operation of the Overland Mail in 1859# and though

no regular mail route was established which might serve Tubac, the
postmaster was authorized to use the receipts, of his office to send
mail over the route to Tucson. Lathrop was contracted to carry it until 43 44 45

43
Ibid., p. 2.

44
Ibid.. Ho. 5, March 31, 1859, p. 2.
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the government began regular service. Mail was then scheduled to leave
Tubac on Thursday at four o1clock in the afternoon, and Tucson cm

46
Saturday morning of each week so that it arrived at Tubac for diatribu-

47 .
tion by ten o’clock Sunday mornings. Therefore, by March 1859 Arizona
was no longer isolated from the United States, and residents were

comforted by the relative ease of communication with friends and relatives
as well as the eastern business centers. Furthermore, postal service
was government authorised and though the mail was still carried by an

official of the. Sonora Exploring and Mining Company,'it was not
dependent entirely upon the whims of any certain business enterprise# :

; To another representative of big business Tubac owed the
establishment of additional service and enterprise, The Santa Rita
Mining Company maintained a business office in the village where its
local officials could be contacted. There might be found William

: ■' ■ - 48 ■■■■■ . .
Wrightson, manager, and S. Robinson, bookkeeper. In addition to its

business office, the company opened a newspaper office in February 1859, 

and offered a regular news service to the valley for the first time.

The press, the first to enter the territory of Arizona, had been 
brought from Chio by the Wrightson brothers. It was transported around

46
Ibid.. No. 2, March 10, 1859, p. 2.

47 ..
Ibid.. No. 16, June 16, 1859, p. 2.

48 ..... ., .' . • -
R. Pumpelly, Across America and Asia, p. 19.

49 •
The press was a Washington hand press of the old Archimedian lever 

vintage, bearing the serial number twenty-five, being the twenty-fifth 
produced by the Central Type Foundry (W. Hattick, "Highlights on 
Arizona’s First Printing Press." Arizona Historical Review. Ill, No. 3, 
October 1930, p. 68).
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50
the Horn to the port of Guaymas and then by pack cart to Tubac, and 

upon this press nas printed the first newspaper ever published in

Arizona, The Arizonian. Though the newspaper was owned by the Santa
, . - .. 51

Rita Mining Company, the press had been brought to the new territory
with the understanding that the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company was

52
to share the expense of bringing it to Tubac and publishing the paper#

The first issue of The Arizonian was published on March 3, 1859, .
53

with Edward E. Cross editor. Two local citizens who had just a smatter—
54

ing of knowledge of the intricacies of typsetting aided Cross. The 
purpose of the paper, as stated by the editor, was to promote the inter

ests of Arizona and the development of its resources:

Attached as we now are nominally to the Territory of New 
Mexico, aid situated many hundred miles from its seat of 
government, the western portion of Arizona is a region with
out the shadow of anything that claims to be law# The 
highest crimes may be committed and justice can never over
take the fugitive. So far as tie know, no judge or justice, 
either federal or territorial, has ever visited this portion 
of the country# One great object we shall have in view will 
be to advocate the establishment of law and government in 
Arizona.... In the general news we will endeavor to give 
our readers a summary of the events which are passing in the 
world.... In the enterprize we have now begun, we have little 
hopes of pecuniary gain. The reading population of Arizona 
is small, aid the expense of publication great. It is not, 
therefore, with very bright prospects of pecuniary return

* - ' - -

Ibid.
51 ... - •

The Arizonian, Tubac, I, No. 19, July 7, 1859, p. 3*
52 . . . : ‘

Ibid., No. 21, July 21, 1859, p. 3.53 : - - : - '.
Ibid., No. 1, March 3, 1859, p. 2.

54 ,rtW. Hattick, op. cit., p. 68.



- 120

that ire begin our labors* Yet, if ne f e e J L  that ire have 
the sympathy and good /wishes of the people of our 
country, and that our labors contribute somewhat, however 
little, to procure for them the boon they are now asking of 
the Central Government, we shall feel aroly rewarded for 
the toils and labors we have undertaken,^ ,

Henceforth residents of Arizona looked forward to the weekly issue of

the local paper which was supplied to them through the courtesy of a
' . ■ '56 •

Mr. Buckley, agent of the Overland Mail Company. In the following 
months of publication The Arizonian spoke for the mining interests of 

Arizona, and in general, for the people of the whole region, but it 

did not always uphold the prevailing mood of its readers* Its opinions 
were fixed, .contributing much to the attitudes of the time, and its • 

pages reveal much of the frontier political philosophy of 1859 as well 
as the regional news* .

The first issue of Hie Arizonian vigorously upheld President James 

Buchanan’s recommendation to the thirty-fifth Congress to station 
American troops in Chihuahua and Sonora and take possession of the 
country, thereby settling Mexican •-insolence, and thievery and reopening 
trade routes through Sonora which had been closed to American trade.
It lamented the refusal of Congress to uphold the President’s recommen-

57. ; . . ■ v ..
dations: 55 56 57

55
The Arizonian. Tubac, I, No, 1, March 3, 1859, p* 2,

56
Ibid., p. 3. Although not compelled to carry newspapers by their 

contract, the Overland Mail Conpany consented to carry The Arizonian 
and distribute it along the stage route, and also brought exchange . 
papers from the States for delivery to the Tubac newspaper office 
(Ibid.. No. 7. April 14, 1859, p* 2).
57

By a vote of five to four, the House Committee on Military Affairs 
refused to introduce a bill to enable the President to carry out his



In view of the condition of affairs in those states we 
can but regard this refusal as a grave mistake. The 
Territory of Arizona never can be fully opened to settle
ment, and her immense mineral resources amply developed, 
without a port on the Gulf of California• With the port 
of Guaymas only; 350 miles, and Port lobos only 175 miles 
distant, the people of this Territory are compelled to 
freight goods, provisions and mining tools from some 
point on the Mississippi or coast of Texas..* being denied . 
even the privilege of transit through Sonora.... In Sonora 
nothing but anarchy exists.... The entire frontier of 
Arizona is open to the depredations of Mexican thieves, 
who are incessant in their operations, receiving open . • 
encouragement from the authorities— ■sho will render little 
or no assistance to recover stolen property.

The seizure of Sonora can but be a question of time. Its 
possession is vitally necessary to the settlement and 
development of all that great expanse of country between 
the Colorado and the Rio Grande; and every month of delay 
is dem%- paid for by people of Arizona. Twenty-five 
hundred American troops, properly distributed, could control 
the entire state of Sonora, preserve order, and open one 
of the.richest mineral and agricultural regions in the
world to American industry.58 •

This opinion expressed seems to have been the general opinion of residents 

and mining interests "of Arizona. Seizure of Sonora would have added 
greatly to the profits of big business by increasing trade and immigra

tion, affording them protection from Mexican lawlessness and adding new 
resources to exploit. Thus the new Arizona publication began its career 
lobbying in behalf of the interests supporting it, and continued to 
take an active interest in all the issues affecting the region of 
Arizona.

By the time The Arizonian became a spokesman for the inhabitants 

of Arizona, the movement, was already in progress in southern New Mexico

idea of occupying SonoraClbid., No. 1, March 3, 1859, p« 3)«
58
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Territory for a territorial government independent of New Mexico, So

extensive was the territory, and so far removed were the inhabitants of
the newly annexed region from the seat of government and more populous

settlements of eastern New Mexico, that territorial law simply did not
supply protection or legal authority, A convention had been held at
Tucson as early as August 19# 1856, which memorialised Congress for

organization of an independent territorial government for the region

known as Arizona, and in September 1856 Nathan P, Cook was elected
59 '

delegate to Congress but was not seated. In 1857 a bill to organize

the territory of Arizona was introduced in the Senate by a California
senator, but jealousies over the much discussed Pacific railroad
question resulted in defeat of the measure. In September 1858 and June

1859 conventions similar to the one held in .Tucson in 1856 were held 
60 - 61 

in La Mesilla, but the efforts of each proved unsuccessful. In the
failure of these and subsequent petitions to the federal government

for the establishment of law and order in southern New Mexico, the
secession movement was gradually engendered, and it was during this.
period of intense feeling in political matters that The Arizonian
began publication.

Editor Edward Cross frequently involved his office and his 
paper in difficulty as he editorialized upon political issues of the

59 ......
H. H. Bancroft, Arizona and New Mexico, pp. 504-505.

60
The Arizonian. Tucson, I, No. 25, August 18, 1859, p* 3*

61 . ... '
The bill to organize the territory of Arizona was introduced in the 

House during the second session of the thirty-fifth Congress but was 
tabled by a vote of 321 to 78 (Ibid.. Tubac, I, No. 2 , March 10, 1859,
p» 2) • - ' -
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day. Concerning the convention of June .19, 1859» in La MesiUa, he 
commented: .

In another column will be found the proceedings of a meeting 
held lately at La Mesilla, for the purpose of nominating a 
delegate to Congress. We publish the proceedings as required, 
but do not agree sith the action, in several.inportant 
particulars•. • • We desire is distinctly understood that we 
would be ardently in favor of a Territorial organisation if 
we believed it feasible...# We have every reason to believe 
that there is too much opposition in Congress. We feel the 
necessity of law and civil authority, but know such blessings 
cannot be obtained by fostering the delusion that Congress 
will soon erect us into a Territory9 Because we cannot get 
all the benefits we ask for, it is neither, politic nor wise 
to spurn those we can have. We can get a U. S. Judicial 
District, a Branch of the Surveyor General’s office. Justices 
of the Peace, constables, and deputy sheriffs, which would 
answer all our wants for the present#®2 .

The want of something to organize, will effectually bar us 
from a Territorial organization for several years to come.
If organized, and the Mexican population admitted to citizen
ship, we should be completely under their control. Our little 
legislature of a dozen members might have, possibly two 
Americans, (like the present legislature of New Mexico) our 
council one. Our county and town offices and the Federal 
offices would mostly be occupied in the same style. .Of our 
Jurors, one half or three-fourths of them would not under
stand a word of English. We have not, in this portion of 
Arizona a Mexican population fit to be citizens, take the 
whole together, and it is no.use to attempt to conceal it.®3

. On July 3, 1859/ at a meeting in Tucson which nominated Sylvester Mowry 
delegate to Congress, the policy of The Arizonian was condemned in the

62.....
The Arizonian argued that the organization of a judicial district 

would adequately assure law and justice and yet entail a very small 
expense upon the national government. It advocated a court sitting 
twice a year at Tucson or Tubac and twice a year at La Mesilla to 
provide legal facilities in both the Mesilla and Santa Cruz Valleys, 
and a branch of the Surveyor General's office located at La Mesilla to - 
facilitate business in real estate and mine claims (Ibid.. No. 19,
July 7, 1859, p. 3)* .63 ■ .. - - . .

Ibid..- No. 18, June 30, 1859, p. 3.



fourth resolution of the days

That the course of the *Arizonian* is opposing the organiza
tion by the Congress of the United States of the territory of 
Arizona, is in direct opposition to the opinions and wishes 
of this community, and richly deserves the execrations of 
all persons desiring the good and welfare of the country3 
that it is totally inconsistent with its previous course, 
and solely dictated by the failure of its proprietors to 
make the people of the territory subservient to their
w i s h e s . .

Of the condemnation Cross remarkeds "Statements as ridiculous as they
65

are untrue," and continued the campaign for a judicial district and a

branch of the Surveyor General's office, at the same time giving Mowry

his cordial support for promising to use his endeavors to obtain a

judicial district in case his demands for territorial government were
66

unsuccessful.
The regional news reported by The Arizonian dealt to a large 

extent with Apache depredations and Mexican lawlessness in the surround
ing area, and in the course of events revealed the type of justice 

initiated in the valley to deal with these problems* Though the United 

States had made treaties with the various tribes of Apaches from time 
to time through an Indian agent, and continued to encourage the Indians 

to -keep those treaties with presents of glass beads, food and cheap

64 .. ....  . ..
Ibid.. No. 20, July 14, 1859, p. 1.

65 .... . . . .  : . • •
Ibid., p. 3. . .66 . -..'V-.' • ■ " • :
Ibid. The nomination of Mowry was endorsed in the La Mesilla conven

tion of August 11, 1859, by the united citizens of Dona Ana, Las Cruses, 
Mesilla and the entire western portion of Arizona including Tucson, Tubac 
Arizona City, Gila City, Santa Cruz and Sonoita Valleys and the various 
silver mining settlements (Ibid., Tucson, I, No. 25, August 18, 1859,
P. 3).
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calico, the Apaches were crafty warrlers at heart and continued to

offend. The Finals periodically harassed the inhabitants of the Santa
Cruz Valley, usually confining their activities to the stealing or

slaughtering of cattle and horses, but occasionally committing arson
and murder. They plundered the same ranches time after time, appear-

67
ing during the nights of full moonlight, Joseph Yancey of Tubac,
among others, suffered greatly from the relentlessness of the Finals,
In the twenty months prior to March 1859» he lost over 100 mules to the

68
Indians, •

In the spring of 1859 the Mescalero Apaches defeated an expedition
from Fort Fillmore which had been detailed to punish them for violating

a previous treaty, with the result that Cqyetero and Pinal Apaches
69

•were also encouraged to regard their treaties less binding. The 
Finals under Chief Mangus Colorado collected in large numbers along the 
Overland Mail Route between the Mimbres and Dragoon Springs, annoyed 

the mail company by filling the Apache Pass road with stones, and 

threatened to close the Pass altogether because the United States govern

ment paid them so little for the use of their land. Chief Mangus 
further declared that if the government did not see fit to give them

6? . : .v. ,
The Apaches required moonlight nights to enable them to follow trails 

with their stolen property, : ;68 . . - .' ■■■'. ' ■ " ■ 
The Arizonian, Tubac, I, No, 2, March 10, 1859, p. 3» Typical of 

Apache visits to the Yancey corral was that of December 13, 1858, when 
they stole eleven miles, and tpon being pursued, lanced three of them 
(Ibid., No. 1, March 3, 1859, p. 3).
69

Ibid# 1 p# 1# -



— 126 —

Increased amounts of beef and flour, he would let his people steal
70

whatever they pleased. The Pinal’s demands resulted in a friendly
meeting of Apaohes and Americans in Canon del Oro, near Tuoson, on
March 20 under the supervision of Captain R, S, Ewell and 100 dragoons

from Fort Buchanan, and promises were again made by the Indiana not to
molest Americans if the government distributed goods and provisions to 

71
them. The Indians received about $4,000 worth of goods and 2%)00

72
pounds of corn in advance for good behavior, and the Fort Buchanan

73
dragoons returned to their post, passing through Tubac on March 23.

In spite of the renewed pledges of the Finals, depredations
continued throughout the summer months, and the situation became more

alarming when an order from Santa Fe transferred one coop any of Fort

Buchanan’s mounted force to Fort Fillmore and in Its place substituted
74

a company of infantry, useless in pursuit of Indians. At eleven o’clock 
Saturday evening, July 16, the Apaches had their biggest success of the 
summer when they stalked the corrals of the Sonora Exploring and Mining 

Company at Arivaca, and before herders could prevent it, drove off the 70 71 72 73

7 0  ..........
Ibid.. No. 2, March 3j0, 1859, p. 3.

71
Ibid.. No. 4, March 31, 1859, p* 3* The Arizonian commented 

concerning the meeting: "The people of this country, having been so
often disappointed, have little confidence in these cheap treaties, 
especially with such treacherous Indians as the Finals. They should 
never be coaxed into anything. The fashion of troops and agents wait
ing upon a band of thieving Indians — traveling more than 100 miles to 
persuade them into a treaty, is a contemptible farce. When troops go 
into an Indian country, they should go to fight. If Indiana want 
peace, let them come after it* (Ibid.).
72

Ibid.. No. 21, July 21, 1859, p. 2.
73 Ibid.. No. 3, March 17, 1859, p. 2.
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entire herd of ninety-three miles and horses, valued at $7,000, The
Indians were pursued and some of the animals were reccrvered, but they

escaped over the border with sixteen horses and over twenty males,
75

valued at about $2,500, In September the Arivaea ranch was again

visited and forty head of stock stolen, thirteen belonging to the
76

mining company and the rest to parties working at the mine# At noon
on September 3 a band of bold Apaches entered the town of Tubac and stole

77
five horses and a mule owned by the Gandara brothers and valued at $700.

On subsequent occasions three horses were stolen from Pedro Herrera 
• 78 79

of Tubac and a number of miles from Joseph Yancey, On each occasion the
80

Indians succeeded in crossing the line into Sonora. Pursuit of the
Apaches by American troops necessarily stopped at the Sonoran border,

and the fleeing Indians found refuge in Mexico where authorities seldom

made any effort to apprehend the marauders or return the stolen
property, asserting as their reason that the. inhabitants of Sonora were

also constantly plundered by Indians from American territory and the
81

booty frequently purchased by Americans themselves. 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81

74 ..........
Ibid.. No. 4, March 31, 1859, p. 2.

75
Ibid., No. 21, July 21, 1859,.p. 2.

76
Ibid., Tucson, I, No. October 6, 1859, p» 2.

77
Ibid., No, 29, September 15, 1859, p, 3,

78
Ibid.

79 -...
Ibid.. No. 32, October 6, 1859, p. 2.

80 ....
Ibid.. No. 29, September 15, 1859, p. 3,

81 ... . .
Ibid.. Tubac, I, No. 9, April 28, 1859, p. 3. The Apaches occasionally 

took.children in their raids. On one of such occasions two little

v



The failure of the United States to work out a successful Indian 

policy by 1859 had led to growing animosity between the citizens of 
Sonora and southern Arizona* The so called ?Mexican depredations* 

frequently were the results of Mexican retaliation, attempts of the 
citizens of Sonora to steal back their plundered stock or its equiv
alent whenever the opportunity offered* As depredations became more 

common and hard feelings increased, bloodshed occurred more often, and 

Santa Cruz Valley residents realized utter lawlessness would ensue 

unless some form of justice prevailed. In April the theft of a horse

on the Findlay ranch and another on the Marshall ranch was committed by 
82

Mexicans* to May 6 Greenbury Byrd was attacked and mortally wounded by
his own Mexican laborers who stole much of his stock and left for 

83
Sonora* This murder, together with the fact that Americans had recently 
been ordered out of Hermosillo, Sonora, so inflamed a number of Americans 

that they sought vengeance among the Sonoita Valley peons. A party 
of six or seven men proceeded from ranch to ranch, driving away the 

Mexican laborers and their families with threats of extermination for 

disobedience* At the head of the valley some Mexicans and Yaqui 
Indians who were employed in a mescal distillery were treated in like 
manner* As the laborers fled, they were fired upon with the result that

Mexican boys were brought to Apache Pass for sale. Here one was bought 
by a Mexican from El Paso and the other by H* Tivers, overland mail ; 
station keeper at the Pass* Tivers paid fifty dollars in c o m  for the 
boy, putting him in charge of Hulseman of Tubac who took the respon
sibility of returning him to his father in Sonora (Ibid.» No. 17,
June 23, 1859> p* 2).
82

Ibid*. No. 8, April 21, 1859, p. 2.
83

Ibid*. No. 11, May 12, 1859, p. 3*



four Mexicans and one Yaqui were killed. The effects were immediate.

Every farm on the Sonoita was deserted by its laborers,and thirty
84

Mexicans left Tubac on the day following the receipt of the news.
The conduct of the gang of self-appointed guardians of justice

who were responsible for the xmjustified Mexican and Indian murders

led to a meeting of the citizens of Tubac and vicinity on May 14, 1859•

James Caruthers was elected chairman of the meeting and Herman
Ehrenberg, secretary. It was resolved that the murderers would

be brought to justice through the initiative of valley citizens and
the Fort Buchanan troops, that those well disposed Mexicans who had
left their property would be reassured that they could return in safety

85
and.that those arrested would be sent to Santa Fe to trial. , Accordingly
S. H. Lathrcp addressed a note to Commander J. D. V. Reeve of. Fort
Buchanan asking him. to send a few men to aid the citizens in arresting
some of the Sonoita Valley murderers yet at large• A patrol of fifteen

soldiers responded to the request, and four of the men were arrested86
and sent to La Mesilla on trial. The action of the Tubac citizens in 
the Sonoita incident, however, did not end Mexican depredations though 
fear of punishment may have stopped many who subsequently might have 
offended. The rift between Americans and Mexicans still existed and 
remained to create new incidents to plague Arizona inhabitants.

The method of justice initiated by Tubac * s citizens to deal with

84 .........
Ibid.. No. 12, May 19, 1859, p. 3.

85 : - - -
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the Sonoita ruffians set a precedent for the treatment of future

offenders, and in the summer of 1859 at least three more occurrences
demanded the attention of the new judicial body though many criminals

still escaped punishment. On the evening of June 25, 1859, a group of
Mexican peons, viho had left the Tumacacori Mission to go to Tubac,

arrived near the farm house of John Ware and James Caruthers. There
they became so angered by the dogs that ran out to bark at them that •
they attacked the animals -with drawn knives. Tihen Ware came out of

the house to stop the disturbance, he was seized by one of the party,

Rafael Polanco, and thrown to the ground, while the others closed in
with their knives. Caruthers intervened at that point but could not

drive the Mexicans away, and therefore went back for his gun. Held
by Polanco, Ware received five knife wounds, two of which punctured his
lungs so that by the time Caruthers returned, he was mortally wounded.

Caruthers shot one of the attackers in driving them off, and then sent
to Tubac for Dr. Hughes to attend his partner. Ware, however, died
the following evening and was later buried in the old churchyard at 

87
Tubac.

On the morning of June 26, Rafael Polanco, the only one of Ware's 

assailants who did not run away, was arrested by a party of citizens, 
and on the afternoon of the next day, brought before a meeting of the 
Tubac jurors for examination. Edward Cross was chairman of the meeting 

and Dr. Hughes, secretary. It was resolved:

That Polanco was guilty of contributing to murder..., 87

87 .
Ibid.. No. 18, June 30, 1859, p,_ 3.
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That the prisoner be sent to Fort Buchanan, -with request 
that the commanding officer keep him in confinement until 
an opportunity to send him to the Bid Grande for trial or 
until civil authorities take him in charge.°°

That as citizens, we request the Judge of the Rio Grande 
District to make arrangements to hold a court in this 
section of the Territory. •
That in the future, until the establishment of law and 
courts among us, we will organize temporary courts, and 
administer justice tojaurderers, horse thieves, and other 
criminals, ourselves.®*

An election was held immediately to enforce further the intentions of
Tubac citizens to maintain justice. Garuthers was elected justice of

90
the peace and N. Van Alstine, constable.

Three days later, on June 30, 1859, the new officers were first
called upon to perform the duties with which they had been commissioned *

'

A Mexican charged with stealing a horse from N. B. Appel was brought
before the justice of the peace. Witnesses testified, proving the theft,

and the prisoner was sentenced to receive fifteen lashes. These were
91

duly administered by the const able* in a prompt and effective manner."

Another incident concerned Tubac*s judicial body when the two 
local printers enployed as typesetters by The Arizonian were accused

88............
Polanco escaped August 3, 1859, from civil authorities in Tucson (Ibid., 

Tucson, I, No. 29, September 15, 1859, p. 3)»
89 - - - - - . - ■ - ' - .

Ibid., Tubac, I,. No. 18, Ju m  30, 1859, p. 3. .
9 0  ......

Ibid. Garuthers and Van Alstine served in their respective capacities 
until the election of September 1, 1859, when James Garuthers was elected 
to succeed himself3 Edward Page replaced Van Alstine; J. Peter Deus was 
elected sheriff and Don Annastacio Barela became prefect (Ibid., Tucson,
I, No. 29, September 15, 1859, p. 3).
91 . / ' - v , '■ -- -

Ibid.



- 132 -

of holding up a stage. One of them was killed while resisting arrest 

and the other was brought before the local court where he was conpletely
exonerated and "permitted to continue in the more important work of. ■■ , V 92 ' '■ ■ ' " V ' ' ..
issuing the paper."

Those mentioned are only outstanding exanples of justice pre
vailing in Tubac in 1859• Few of the offenders stayed near the scene 
of their crimes to face judgment, and authority did not exist by which 

those who fled could be apprehended. The four peons who stole fifty 
dollars worth of goods from B. 0. Marshall were never caught. John
Wrightson*a murder which occurred in a row with Mexicans at a religious

■ ■ -■...... v :  . : ' : ' 9 4  :

fiesta at Tumacacori ranch tm August 14# 1859> was never avenged, 
though a $100 reward was offered by the Santa Rita Mining Company for 
the. delivery in Tubac and conviction of the murderers. Furthermore, 
many of the acts of the so-called law abiding citizens of Tubac were 
never questioned because the individual peon and Indian were without 

influence in the prevailing socle^r. When Robert Ward of Tubac, in

experiencing difficulty with some drunken Papago Indians, drew hie 
revolver and shot one of them, breaking the Indian's one leg and wound
ing the other, the matter was seemingly ignored hy the town except for 

a factual news item in The Arizonian and "the matter was.satisfactorily

92 ... ........
W. Hattick, "Highlights on Arizona's First Printing Press," Arizona 

Historical Review. Illj No. 3, October 1930, p. 68. ........93 .....
The Arizonian. Tubac, I, No. 19, July 7, 1859# p. 3*

94 " • ' ; ; * . '
J. H# McClintock, Arizona, The Nation's Youngest Commonwealth Within 

a Land of Ancient Culture. I, p. 182. . :95 ...
The. Arizonian, Tubac, I, No# 22, August 21, 1859# p. 3.
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96
arranged by Colonel Walker, Indian agent." Thus it right be surmised
that the justice that predominated in 1859 naa only partially effectual

in protecting those idiom it had been instituted to serve, and not only
ineffectual, but sometimes a threat, to the lowly peon and Indian.

Not only did Tubac's jurors occasionally neglect to intervene in

some of the unusual situations growing out of the personal grudges of

its citizens, but they often took pleasure in a good fight or duel.
"When a misunderstanding arising between Sylvester Mowry and Edward Cross,

97
in reference to publications made by both parties, resulted in Mowry1s
challenging Cross to a duel, excitement over the pending event spread
over the countryside. A compromise was not effected and on July 8,

1859, Cross accompanied by Captain John Donaldson, and Mowry in the

company of George Mercer, met hear Tubac. The weapons chosen were
Burnside rifles and a distance of forty paces provided the range. Four

98
shots were exchanged without effect, and at the last discharge Mowry1s 
rifle failed to fire. It was decided that he was entitled to his shot, 
and Cross stood without arms to receive it. However, Mowry refused to 

fire at an unarmed man, discharged his gun in the air, and declared 
that he was satisfied. Cross then disclaimed any intention of reflect

ing upon Mowry1 s veracity or reputation in any publication, and Mowry 96 97 98 *

96 .......
Ibid., No. 17, June 23, 1859, p. 2.

97
"The misunderstanding did not arise between Mr. Mowry and Mr. Cross 

as editor of the Arizonian, but between Mr. Mowry and Mr. Cross as 
correspondent for newspapers in the States. The Arizonian had no 
connection with the affair" (Ibid., No. 21, July.21, 1859, p. 3)»
98

Editor Cross of The Arizonian stated that a high wind, "almost 
amounting to a gale, was blowing directly across the line of fire, 
thereby preventing accurate aim" (Ibid.).
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voiced regret that he had done Injustice to Gross's character and 

motives. The excitement of the duel was over without the horrible 
climax which had probably been anticipated by many, and the outcome of 

the contest served to justify the method used in settling the dispute. 

The Arizonian and Editor Cross had again attained notoriety, and one 

might guess that in doing so they had merited rebuke as well as amused 
comment.

The Tubac mining companies who shared the expense of publication 
of The Arizonian were recipients of wrath heaped upon them occasionally 

because of the policies and actions of Cross as well as his unflinching
desire to stand his ground. This constant censure along with the very

cost of the enterprise, which added nothing to the company treasuries,
probably were the deciding factors leading to the sale of The Arizonian
in July 1859. In the issue of July 21, Ulliam Wrightaon, agent for
the owners, entered the notice: "We have sold the paper to those whose
interests will lead them to advocate such measures as will be of benefit 

100
to the territory." Consequently, with that number of the. paper Cross' s

101
connection with The Arizonian also terminated and he commented:

A change in proprietorship, involving a change in its 
character and tone, is one reason for this step.... * 101

.99..........
Ibid.. No. 20, July 14, 1859, p. 3. Apologies of both men appear 

in The Arizonian (Ibid.).
Benefit to the territory was the only reason advanced by Editor 

Cross for undertaking publication of The Arizonian. See page 119.
101 ' : ... , .

Cross retired to the country for a rest, sojourning on the 
Marshall ranch in the Scmoita ValleyC The Arizonian. Tucson. I, No, 23, 
August 11, 1859, p. 3).
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I'vs labored for the best Interest of Arizona. Time 
will prove the right or wrong of my exertions. At present 
i would not alter a line that has been written.!^2

The new proprietors announced their intentions to move the press to_ . . ; lx>3
Tucson but to continue serving Tubac regularly. Therefore the issue of
July 21 was the last to be printed in Tubac and the next issue, that of
■■ ' : ■ ' : ■ 104 ■August 4, went to press in Tucson. In the first Tucson edition the new 
editor commented:

Ihile conceding to the late editor honesty of purpose and 
ability in management, the new proprietors differ widely 
from him in many of his ideas and most decidedly in 
political sentiment.... We will endeavor to reflect the 
sentiments (unanimous sentiment of the people of theTerritory).105

Though The Arizonian was moved to Tucson, it continued to carry 
news items from Tubac but in gradually diminishing proportions. How
ever, supplemented by the vast amount of news concerning Tubac recorded 
during the five months of its publication in Tubac, the events of the 

year 1859 are well described for historians. General news concerning 

the town and its surroundings was recorded as well as that news dealing 
with particular personalities and events. The number of persons 102 103 104 105

102............  -

Ibid., Tubac, I, No. 21, July 21, 1859, p. 3.
103 :

Ibid.
104

The Arizonian for July 21, 1859, is numbered 21 j that for August 4, 
is numbered 22.
105

The Arizonian, Tucson, I, No. 22, August 4# 1859, p. 3. Editor 
Howard J. Wells expressed the sentiments of Sylvester Mowry who had 
purchased the paper through the firm of S. J. Jones and Company (Ibid.).

i
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residing in Tubac and even the weather received the attention of 

Editor Gross. 106
The population of the toun in April 1859 numbered 150 persons, 

not counting the several hundred Papagos -mho had been living on the 

outskirts of the town and t*io broke camp during that month. The 
departure of the Papagos, a featured news story in The Arizonian of 
April 21, 1859> explains the periodic residence of those Indians in 

the area and their relationship with the Americans in the Santa Crus 
Valley:

A few days ago Tanacio, grand chief of the Papago nation, 
paid us a parting visit, shaking hands all round, stating 
that he had always been our friend and would continue so. 
Overcome by such a proof of consideration, we presented 
the distinguished aboriginee with an old red silk sash, 
which we trust may have a beneficial effect in rendering 
still more durable the bonds of amity between the Papagos and 
white. The chief also called on other friends, and re
ceived many presents from citizens of. this place, soon after 
which the Papago camp broke up, and the band of two or three 
hundred that have been living near Tubac for several months 
past, quietly departed for their own country....

During harvest time, in May and June, large numbers of the 
Papagos go down into Sonora to assist in gathering the crops 
of the Mexicans.... Their visit to Tubac and Fort Buchanan 
has been rather a long one, this time, owing to a failure • 
of their crops last season. They have been of seme utility 
here, in performing manual labor, making and selling hay 
for horses, and in supplying the town, especially the Mexican 
population with earthen wares for kitchen use. 177

Concerning Tubac*s weather in 1859, it is evident that the spring 
was unusually cold, and yet the hottest of the summer months seems to 106 107

106
Ibid.. Tubac, I, No. 8, April 21, 1859, p. 2.

107
Ibid., p. 1.
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have been the month of June. As late as the first day of March the

Santa Cruz Valley was visited by a snow storm accompanied by a cold wind
108

which continued for twelve hours unabated. Gold weather prevailed
109

throughout March, freezing the fruit blossoms, and frosts were again re-
110

ported during the third week in April. May brought spring weather, and
the full heat of summer arrived in June. From June 11 until June 23

111
midday temperatures ranged between 105 degrees and 112 degrees, aid112
even the evenings failed to"bring much relief. By the first of August

summer precipitation began, and rain fell in such torrents that floods
113

threatened the valley. To cross the Santa Cruz River at Tubac was an 
114

impossibility. After the month of August the weather, provided, no news 
in The Arizonian so one might guess that more normal weather for the 

season followed during the remainder of the year# r.

Miscellaneous items in The Arizonian remind one that Tubac in 

1859 was, in spite of all its activity and promises of a prosperous 108 109 110 111 112 113 114

108........... "
Ibid., No. 1, March 3, 1859, p. 3. This would have been an unusual 

occurrence in any month in southern Arizona.
109

Ibid.. No. 5, March 31, 1859, p. 2.110
On April 14, 1859, the thermometer indicated the freezing point a 

half hour after sunrise at Tubac (Ibid.. No. 8, April 21, 1859, p. 2).
111

Ibid.. No. 16, June 16, 1859, p. 2; Ibid.. No. 17, June 23, 1859, p. 2.
112 The evening range of temperature from five o’clock until eight 
o’clock p. m. was from ninety^-five to 100 degrees (Ibid.).
113

Ibid., Tucson, I, No. 22, August 11, 1859, p. 3*
114 Ibid. When E. Page of the Sonora Exploring aid Mining Company 
attempted to cross the river at Tubac, he was unhorsed and swept away. 
Obliged to swim to the bank, he lost the mail from the hacienda of the 
Santa Rita Mines (Ibid.).
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future, a very small frontier town on the edge of a wilderness. It
was confronted with domestic problems as rural as that of hogs running

115
at large in the streets. It was near enough to nature to take note of

cinnamon bear coming out of the Santa Rita foothills to drink out of
116

the river but a few hundred yards from town. It was so constantly
exposed to the dangers of Apache attacks that it was cautiously alert
to the passing of a party of peaceful Maricopas on their way to Fort

117
Buchanan on a begging expedition.

Notations in The Arizonian also indicate that Tubac was without

religious ministration of any kind from the time of the visit of Father
Machebeuf in 1858 until the coming of a protestant minister in tne spring
of 1859, The Catholic population, mostly Mexican, celebrated the holy
days without clerical direction. At Easter time ••there was a melancholy
attempt at decorating the old ruined church, a little procession around

the •plaza,• music on a cracked fiddle and a superannuated drum, insane

antics by sundry individuals disguised as devils, and the whole wound

up with a ’free fight,• in which two or three persons were seriously 
118

injured.M The protestant Americans were a bit more fortunate, for 
by April 1859 the needs of the settlement had attracted an itinerant

115 ' . ' ■- " " : : ' "■ ' ■- \ "
A notice in The Arizonian cautioned all persons against permitting 

their hogs to run.at.large.as they would be held responsible for all 
damages done by them. The notice was signed •Many Citizens.* (Ibid.. 
Tubac, No. 16, June 16, 1859, p* 2% .-
116 ' - - .. ' ' ; =■

Ibid.. No. 17, Juiw 23, 1S59, p. 2. ; ^
117 .... ' ■■■■.";' - ' v • -■■■. ■ - --

Ibid., No. 3, March 17, 1859, p. 2. The Maricopas seldom visited
the Tubac region (Ibid,).
118 ■

Ibid.. No. 9, April 28, 1859, p. 3.
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missionary of the Methodist Episcopal Church a MReverend Mr. Tuthill.H

On April 3 the Gospel was proclaimed in Tubac for the first time by

a protestant clergyman. Services were held both in the morning and

afternoon in the hotel, and many came a long distance to enjoy the
119

privilege of worshipping with a congregation. Tuthill divided his

ministry over the Santa Cruz Valley region, serving four settlements
120

once a month on the Sabbath. Tubac was visited again the first day •
121

of May and in subsequent months that summer.

Though the residents of Tubac must have been very aware of the 

limitations of life on the frontier, relatively good living, in spite 
of the threats of Apaches and local disorder, and promises of a brighter 
future made them content to remain in the Santa Cruz Valley. The 
fertile valley land produced abundantly, and the mines in the vicinity 
seemed to more than justify the extraordinary reputation they had 

acquired. Amalgamation works had been located in the Gerro Colorado

119
Ibid.. No. 6, April 7, 1859, p. 2.120 . . .  .
The other three settlements were Calabasas, Fort Buchanan and Tucson 

(Ibid.).
121

Ibid., No. 9, May 1, 1859, p. 2,122
The famed Heintzelman mine was claimed to be yielding ores that 

averaged $950 per ton in 1859 (S. Mowry, op. cit., p. 167).
123

The reduction works of the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company were 
located on the Arivaca ranch eight miles from the mine. Six dry stamps, 
a steam arrastra, one reverberatory roasting furnace, four barrels, a 
retort and one refining furnace, together with a ten horsepower engine 
constituted the machinery which had been brought from San Francisco at 
a cost of $39,000 (Ibid.). This equipment was brought to Lavaca, Texas, 
by boat. From there.it was hauled in wagons to Arivaca, a distance of 
some 1,200 miles (J. R. Browne, on. cit., p, 147).
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district tyr the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company, and the company124
had visions of profits amounting to a million dollars a year. Smelt

ing had also begun in the Santa Rita district within four months of the

arrival of the Santa Rita Mining Company in Tubac, and two mines were
325

in operation by the summer of 1859* Tubac owed its existence to the 
mines "as surely as did the mining companies* haciendas of Arivaca and . 

Santa Rita, and as long as the ores of the region yielded profitably, it 
seemed assured of growth and increasing prosperity. The history of 

Tubac during 1859 and the two ensuing years was really the history of the 

mines, a brilliant history,too,had it not been finally overshadowed by 
the marauding Apache.

124 . r.r ■ "
S. Mowry, oj>. cit.. p. 167.

125 . ■ ■ ■ ■ ! ;
The Arizonian. Tubac, I, No. 11, May 12, 1859, p. 3. The (Jfyetal 

and Salero mines were in operation (Ibid.).
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CHAPTER VI .

The Heyday of the Mines and the Third Triumph of the Apaches

Tubac's Arizonian was very much concerned with the news of the
mines during the summer of 1859, and from its pages much of their

history has been gleaned. By March of 1859 the expensive amalgamation

works of the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company were nearly completed 
/ ' . . ' 

and the Santa Rita Mining Conpany was making preparations for extensive

operations* The amalgamation works located at Arivaca yielded*its first
silver during the first week in March, and it was estimated that when
in full operation, it would reduce about three tons of ore in twenty-

four hours. The Sonora Exploring and Mining Company was working over
100 men, most of them on the Heintzelman vein, the main shaft of which

was sunk to a depth of seventy feet. The ore of the Heintzelman
' .... 1

continued uniform, none of it yielding less than $900 per ton. The
Santa Rita Mining Company had opened the old Salero mine ten miles

east of Tubac and was sinking several other shafts near it. Buildings
were being erected near the mines upon the site which came to be known 
.. . " ' ■ 2 
as the Santa Rita Hacienda.

In April 1859 the Sonora Exploring and Mining Conpany had about 
one quarter of their new machinery in operation and were reducing some

1.......... .
Some of the ore was reported to yield as high as $10,000 per ton 

(The Arizonian. Tubac, I, No. 1, March 3, 1859, p. 3).
2

Ibid.
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1,200; ounces of silver per neek. Work had been oommenced at newly

opened Artvaca nines to obtain lead to be used as a flux in smelting

the richer ores# The Heintzelman tunnel had been extended to a
length of 100 feet, and work had begun at a new vein about one mile
west of the Heintzelman. The new vein was not as rich as the one the
company had been working, but S. H. Lathrop reported that it yielded
several hundred dollars to the ton# The force of miners had been

increased to 150 to maintain the extended operations, and products of
3

the mines had begun regular shipment to the "States." -

The silver bars which were the completed products of the Oerro
Colorado mines were brought to the office of the Sonora Exploring and
Mining Company at Tubac for shipment to their eastern markets. By
April 14, 1859, the seventh bar produced after a portion of the new
amalgamation works had been in operation was in the company’s office,

and was boxed preparatory to shipment to V. T. Coleman and Company,

New York City, via Overland Mail. This bar was fifteen inches long,

five inches wide, two and one half inches thickj it weighed 889.38
ounces and its value was $1,134# 84# It was the result of three days

4
. of work of two amalgamation barrels# One month lator, in May 1859, 
silver bars amounting to between $1,600 and $1,700 were received at 
the office of the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company at Tubac from 
the Arivaca amalgamation works# This silver was the product of four 

days work of three barrels. One of the bars was a large cne stamped

J
Ibid.. No. 6, April 7, 1859, p. 2.

4
Ibid.. No, 7, April 14, 1859, P# 3.
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5
with the value of $3^.99»99 upon it; the other two were small ones.
In July two amalgamation barrels at the Arivaca works yielded $2,400 
in fourteen days* The company had six other barrels to put in opera

tion, but two twenty horsepower engines, still on order from the "States,"
6

were required to run them. The output of the Gerro. Colorado mines was 
steadily increasing, hindered only by lack of equipment and coin in 

exchange for the silver bars.
It is uncertain whether or not the departure of Engineer Herman

7Ehrenberg on July 5, 1859* for a three months visit in the "States" was

for the purpose of obtaining the long awaited equipment and machinery

or for negotiating a plan whereby the company would receive gold coin
enough to satisfy, the demands of their business. At any rate, by

September of that year arrangements had been made by the company by

. niddi they would always have on hand the necessary coin, and the remainder
8

of the company's equipment had also arrived.

The Santa Rita Mining Company, likewise, was considerably hindered 

in 1859 by lack of machinery and a medium of exchange for its products. 
Furthermore, the capital of the company was anything but proportionate 

to the results expected to be achieved. Practically everything had to

5.
Ibid..6 No. 13, May 26, 1859, p. 2.

Ibid.. No. 20, July 14, 1859, p. 3. The company daily expected a large 
invoice of goods, together with machinery and cash, after which they 
planned to push operations to the limit of their facilities. With the 
addition of the two new engines, the production of silver was expected 
to be from $5,OCX) to $7,000 per week according to the richness of the 
ore reduced (Ibid.).
7

Ibid., No. 19, July 7, 1859, p* 2.
8
Ibid., Tucson, No. 31, September 29, 1859, p. 2.
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be done with the means furnished by the country# The supply of fuel,
fireproof furnace materials, machinery and power furnished by nature

in Arizona necessitated a great deal of trouble and experimentation,
9

and work proceeded very slowly. However, by May of 1859 a furnace and
10

a vasa for the reduction of the ores of the mines were completed.
Workmen at the fumade had been obtained for one dollar per twelve hour
day, able-bodied miners for fifteen dollars per month and other Mexican

laborers for twelve dollars* The Mexicans were paid the greater part
of their wages in cotton and other goods on which the company made a
profit of 100 to 300 percent, and thus the cost of labor was reduced 

11
to a minimum. A trial of the works, was made during the first week In 12
May, and on May 1 the planeha was;refined and the first silver extracted. 
During the summer months that followed the uninterrupted progress of the 
Santa:Rita Mining Company seemed assured, and it appears that in August

13
Horace 0. Grosvenor took over the management of the mines. .......

9 .............
R. Pumpelly, Across America and Asia, p. 15. One great advantage in 

mining operations conducted at the Santa Rita Mine site was the supply 
^of water furnished by the mine itself (J. R. Browne, op. cit., p. 228).

The Arizonian. Tubac, I, No. 11, May 12, 1859, p. 3.
R. Pumpelly. op. cit.. p. 34. American workmen received from thirty 

dollars to seventy dollars per month and room and board (Ibid.1. .
The Arizonian. Tubac, I, No. 11, May 12, 1859> p. 3• An assay of the 

Santa Rita.ore made in 1861 yielded $400 to the ton (J. R. Browne, op. 
cit., p# 228). •
13 . ' - ' . . ;■ - ■ . ' .

The Arizonian (Tubac, I, No. 21, July 21, 1859, p* 3) iJxilcates that 
William Wri^itson still held tills position on that date, and Ibid. (Tucson, 
No. 25, August 18, 1859, p. 3) indicates that H. C. Grosvenor had succeeded 
to management of the mines as early as August 16, 1859. The change in 
management may have occurred with the murder of John Wright sen on August 14, 
and it seems probable that William Wrightson may have left for the East
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Thou^i progress in alning operations in the summer of 1859 •

seemed to more than justify the expenditure of money and effort put 

forth by the two mining companies, evidence exists that profits, ex
pected in all industrial enterprise, were still not forthcoming to

14
eastern financiers of the Scmora Exploring and Mining Company. There

is some indication that Heintselman, president of the company and also

manager during Poston's sojourn in the States, was anything but the

prudent business man necessary in a new industrial enterprise requiring

strict economy, and that the cream of the Heintselman mine was paid out
15

in salaries of incompetent men. -

On April 21, 1859, a meeting of the stockholders of the company 
was held in Cincinnati and a board of directors elected for the follow

ing year. Major Hartley and General Heintselman seem to have been 

dropped from the board entirely, and A* Belknap from Brooklyn, E» Conklin 
from Cincinnati and H« Hose of Cincinnati were added to those still re

maining on the original board, Colonel Samuel Colt (of revolver fame)

replaced Heintselman as president; W. T. Coleman became vice-president
16and Poston, Secretary, A resolution was also passed to move the office

after his brother's death. History sources seem to record no further 
mention of William Wrightaon in the Tubac area until the survey of the 
Baca Float in 1865, at which time he and Gilbert Hopkina were slain by 
Apaches (J. H. MoClintock, Arisona....Youngest Commonwealth.... I, p. 182; 
R. Pumpelly, op. cit., pp. 14-15; J. R« Brosne, .op. cit.. p. 228).

Old Records Book, pp. 215-218. Profits could hardly be expected from 
the .newly established Santa Rita mining operations as eArly as 1859. The 
installation of the new amalgamation works probably served to absorb the 
profits of the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company to date.
15 '

The Saturday Review. Phoenix, II, Ho. 19, JUne 29, 1895, p. 1. It 
seems likely that comoetent men were not available.
16

The Arizonian. Tubac, I, No. 8, April 21, 1859, p. 3*
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from Cincinnati to New York, but it seems doubtful that this resolu-
17

tion was ever carried out. The election of Colt to the presidency of
the board led to a contribution of $250,000 of the.Colt fortune to the

• 18
working capital of the company, and its status was correspondingly im
proved. Though there had been no immediate realization of profits by 

the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company, faith in the future of its 

mines remained undaunted, and work in the Cerro Colorados was pushed 

with increasing vigor.

As the increment in mining activities and resultant flow of silver 

attracted more Americans to the vicinity, Tubac *s population gained pro
portionately and small businesses prospered. On September 15, 1859, 
Tubac*s one hotel. The Arizona House, changed proprietorship when

19
H. F. McCarty sold out to B. G. Page of the Santa Rita Mining Company.
Business under Page’s management grew until The Arizona House could not

accommodate all its guests and regular customers. Consequently, the

opening of a new hotel cm the south end of town in December 1859 was a
welcome addition to Tubac1s facilities. The new Miners Hotel with pro-

20
prietors Mercer and McGovern opened to visitors on January 1, I860.

The opening of the new hotel coincided with an event that was
certain to increase its business, for travel to and from both Fort

21
Buchanan and Tucson was greatly facilitated, ta January 1, I860, ;

17............
Ibid. In October of I860 the eastern office of the Sonora Explor

ing .and Mining Company was still in Cincinnati (Old Records Book, p. 216).
The Saturday Review. Phoenix. II, No. 19, June 29, 1895, p. L

19 .................
The Arizonian. Tucson, I, No. 29, September 15, 1859, p. 3*

20 .. .,.
Ibid., No. 28, January 26, I860, p. 3,
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Q. M. Jones and Company starts a Tucson and Fort Buchanan stage line 

via Tubac and Galabasas; It was arranged that the weekly stage would 
leave Tucson on every Tuesday morning at six o'clock for Fort Buchanan, 

stopping enroute at San Xavier, Canoa Ranch, Tubac, Galabasas and Titus' 

Ranch, The return stage was scheduled to leave Fort.Buchanan every Fri
day at six o'clock in the morning, making the same stops enroute to 
Tucson. The rate of fare from Tucson to Tubac was $6.00. Baggage up. 

to thirty pounds was accepted with the purchase of a ticket, but baggage

over thirty pounds cost the owner ten cents per pound extra# Packages
22

and express freight were also carried on favorable terms. It can be

assumed that the new stage line continued to carry passengers and express
over the designated route during following months of prosperity in the
valley. However, copies of The Arizonian printed after January I860
have not been preserved, and history's main source of information con-

23
earning southern Arizona for that period has been lost. , ":

Although specific events occurring in Tubac during the spring and 
summer of I860 are unknown,- something is known of the political con
troversy which was waged in the southwestern territory of New Mexico 

and which had its effects cm every town and resident of southern Arizona. 
The failure of the United States to heed the pleas of this new region 
for a government which would maintain law and order and protect lives

21. ; - : . . : ' v :"V . ' ■' ... v . . : I. . -
The hotel became a regular stop for the new stage line (Arizona Citizen. 

I, November 30, 1877, p. 3). . _ ; -
22 . , " : ,

The Arizonian. Tucson, I, No. 48, January 26, 1860, p. 3.

There are no known copies of The Arizonian in existence between 
January 26 ,1860 (I, No. 48) and January 31, . 1869 (II, No. 5). This, 
however, indicates a gap of nine years during which The Arizonian was
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and property, had increased the determination of its inhabitants to 
obtain the security -which had repeatedly been denied them. Even the 

legislature of New Mexico recognised the needs of Arizona and on Feb
ruary 1, i860, created Arizona County from the western part of Dona

Ana County with provision for a county seat to be established at 
24 25

Tubac. This act went unnoticed, however, and the fight to obtain con
gressional recognition continued. The residents of Arizona had refrained

from taking any part in the New Mexico territorial election in September 
26

1859, and instead, had again elected Sylvester Mowry to represent them 
27

in Congress. By I860, however, many felt that it was an almost hopeless 

situation, attributing the denial by Congress of their petitions to the 
unwillingness of free state Congressmen to create* another independent 
territory in the realms of slavery.

Utterly disgusted with their failure to gain governmental recog

nition, thirty-one official delegates from the various Arizona settle
ments mat in Tucson in April 1860, adopted a temporary plan of govern

ment independent of New Mexico, and proclaimed their ability to govern

themselves until Congress was willing "to organize a territorial govern- 
28

ment and no longer." The plan of territorial government consisted of a

evidently not being published.
24

Historical Records Survey, No. 12, Inventory of the Comity Archives 
of Santa Cruz County. Arizona, p. 6. The county, seat was moved.to 
Tucson on.January 8, 1861,.by legislative enactment (Ibid.).
25 / '

The act was repealed on January 18, 1862, and the area restored to 
Dona Ana County (Ibid., p. 7). /
26 . . - V-

Tubac did not register a single vote for a delegate from New Mexico 
in the election held September 1, 1859 (The Arizonian. Tucson. No. 29, 
September 15, 1859> P» 3)•
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bicameral legislature, a governor and a lieutenant governor, a secretary,

a marshal and members of a supreme court as well as a number of lesser 
29

officials* A provision was also made for a census of the entire territory

to be made by the precinct sheriffs. Slaves as well as white inhabitants
30

were to be enumerated. It was further decreed that Arizona territory 
should include all of Hew Mexico south of thirty-three degrees, forty min

utes north latitude, which area would be divided into the four counties
31

of Dona Ana, Mesilla, Castle Dome ami Swell. The proceedings of the con-
32

vention were published in Tucson in pamphlet form, and no doubt Arizona

residents felt that the unity of purpose so demonstrated would move an
obdurate Congress to considerations heretofore denied. If such was
their assumption, however, congressional defeat of a bill introduced by
a Missouri senator during the fall of. I860 "to provide a temporary gov-

33
erament for Arizona," must have made them more bitter than ever and 

served only to prolong Arizona’s determined struggle for recognition.

27«
Ibid.

28
H. H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and Hew Mexico, p. 507.

29 ....................
The convention selected Lewis S. Owings of Mesilla as governor and 

under the authority given him Ignacio Orantia was named lieut. governorj 
James A. Lucas, secretary; Sam Bean, marshal; G. H. Oury, Samuel Cozzens 
and Benjamin Neal, court members (The Mesilla Miner. April 9, 1861, p* 2).

This was the only reference made to slavery though no problem was more 
widely debated in government circles within the United States (Ibid.).
31

Ibid.
32

Historical Records Survey, No. 10, Inventory of the County Archives of 
Pima County.'Arizona, p. 4. - ....  ....
33 ......... • ...... ..L. M. Ganaway, "The Secession Movement in Southern New Mexico," New 
Mexico Historical Review. XIX. January 1944, P. 59*
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While Arizona battled for territorial goremment and attempted 

to apply the resolutions of its latest convention, its residents were 
mainly concerned with the everyday business of making a living and con

quering the frontier in spite of the harassment of civil disorders and 

Apache raids. The Tubac mining companies continued to extend their

tunnels and increase their crews of workers while Arizona soil yielded
34

more and more of its riches for industrial exploitation. In the fall 
of 1860 the Santa Rita Mining Company welcomed Raphael Pumpelly to 

Tubac where he "breakfasted royally" before he was escorted to the 

company hacienda. There he was to take charge as a mining engineer
for a year under the resident superintendent. The fall of I860 also saw 
the departure of General Heintzelman whose furlough had by that time 
expired, and the return of Charles Poston, cured of his affliction and

... .. . / . ; 36
anxious to resume his duties for the Sonora Exploring aixl Mining Company.
A younger brother by the name of John probably accompanied Poston on

his return to Arivaca, for it appears that John Poston soon became super-
37

intendent of mining operations under his brother.

With Charles Poston's return during the first part of October I860, 

the journal which he had kept as deputy clerk was again resumed, and

34 -■- ■ - - - - -
Poston's Narrative.
R. Pumpelly, op. cit., p. 7.

36 • . ...Poston's Narrative.
37 .

R. Pumpelly, op. cit.. p. 17. John Poston evidently replaced Andrew 
Tolcott as superintendent of the minea (Old Records Book, p. 216). There 
seems to be no information available as to what happened to former super
intendent S . H. Lathrop.
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several more entries ef historical significance Here recorded# These

involved the future ef the famous Cerre Colorado mines, ai^ probably-
marked the beginning of a new policy in management of the mines. On

October 15/ I860, the property of. the Sonora Exploring and Mining

Company was leased to Poston for a period of ten years and two and one-
half months, the lease of which was to expire on January 1, 1871. All
of the company's real estate, mines and property in Arizona, "including

Arivaca Ranche, Heintzelman Mine, all machinery, the Tubac offices, and

all minerals and metals on company property1* comprised the lease for
38

which Poston was to pay #10,000 for the first five years and $15,000 for 

the next five years. All rent was to be paid to the office of the com
pany at Cincinnati, Ohio, at the end of each year or within ninety days 
from the expiration of any one year. It was-agreed, however, that a 
suspension of the rent and of the running of the lease would be allowed 

"during war, Indian depredations or public calamity halting mine works." 

Poston could work mines, sink shafts as he saw fit and also sell the per
sonal property of the company when accounting to its owners by payment 

of company debts. John Kenneth, vice president, and A. M. Searles,
secretary of the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company, signed the official

39
authorization of the completion of the lease. Another entry in Deputy 
Clerk Poston's journal dated November 6> I860, and signed at Arivaca, 
indicated that Andrew Tolcott, then legal agent and superintendent of 

the Sonora Exploring and Mining .Company, had "delivered the property in

38
Payment was to begin on January 1, 1861. Old Records Book, p. 216.

39 ..........  ...
bid., pp. 215-218. ;
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40
lease” to Poston. That the mines responded to Poston’s management can
be assumed, for in his oun words may be found: nChristmas of 1860

was passed at Arivaca .where the machinery was in operation turning
41

out about a thousand dollars a day - half profit.*

As development of the mines continued, and tales of the success
of mining operations were verified throughout 1859 and I860 with a
steady output in silver bars, adventurers and homeseekers were attracted

to the Santa Cruz Valley. Many of these cam to-Tubac, increasing its
population by I860 to 353, including the forty—three Indians who were

42
also residents within the village* This was a gain of over 200 inhabit-

43
ants since April of 1859 • Autumn of I860 also found the Papago Indians
back in the valley, and a hundred or more of them inhabited a temporary

44
canp of well built reed lodges near the town* Thus the arrival of 
1861 found a Tubac that was steadily growing in size and prosperity, 

augmenting the faith of its residents in the future of valley enterprise. 

Considering the optimistic attitude which must have prevailed

40
Ibid., p. 218.

41
Poston’s Narrative.

42
The Population of the United States in I860: Compiled from the Original 

Returns of the Eighth Census. Washington. 1864, p. 568, as consulted by 
C. Easton, ”Frontier life in Southern Arizona, 1858-1861,'’ Southwestern 
Historical Quarterly.. XXXVI. January 1933, p. 175. In November I860, .
S. W. Cozzens (The Marvellous Country. p. I64) estimated the population 
of Tubac as "consisting of about 800.souls, one-sixth of whom were 
Americans and Germans, the remainder being Sonorians and a few Yaqui 
Indians." This estimate appears to be too high even though Cozzens may 
have counted the Papagos camped near town as residents of Tubac.
43

See page 136. .
44 .

R. Pumpelly, op. oit., p* 7
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concerning mining operations in Arizona in the spring of 1861, the

transference of the Sonora Exploring and Mining Cospahy lease by Poston

on February 2, 1861, to Samuel Colt of Hartford, Connecticut, president
45

of the company, is" slightly baffling. The transaction was to become
46

effective the following May 1, at which time Colonel Colt was to arrive
47

from the East to take charge* The new lease was made subject to all
considerations of the original lease, payment of rent t© be made to Poston

' 48
who was pledged to pay the Cincinnati office*

But two days after Poston penned his last entry in the journal he

kept as deputy clerk, leasing the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company
property to Colt, the climax in the slavery controversy and secession
movement in the.United States was reached* On February 4, 1861, the
southern confederacy was formed and five days later Jefferson Davis
was elected president. With the withdrawal of Texas from the Union,

most of the Americans in Arizona finally became as concerned with the
49

eastern crisis as with their own struggle for recognition which had 

been goaded constantly by civil disorders and Indian troubles* The 

events which followed came in rapid succession and by July brought

45 ...........
There seems to be no accounting for this transaction. Poston was 

apparently in good health and the mines, according to Poston, were 
producing very well*
46

Old Records Book, p. 219*
47

R. Pumpelly, op. cit*. p, 45.
48

Old Records Book, pp. 219-622. - .
Most of the Anglo-Americans in Arizona in 1861 were former Texans 

(L. M. Ganaway, "The Secession Movement in Southern New Mexico,* New 
Mexico Historical Review, XIX, No. 1, January 1944, p» 61).
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catastrope and despair te Tubac and the haciendas of Santa Rita and 

Arivaca, nhere but three months before had been only optimism and 
prosperity. ■_ " " .. ^

The political effects of the withdrawal.of the southern states 

from the Union/were evident ,in Arizona almost immediately, and sentiment 

for secession was promoted by Texas politicians and local confederates. 
On March 16, 1861, at a meeting of all people of Arizona, residents 

were premised that the Confederacy would welcome them into its organiza
tion ami an overland mail route would not be denied them, with the

result that resolutions were drawn up to join the Confederacy and
51

unanimously adopted. The confederate congress received a petition '

from Arizona for territorial recognition on:April.29, 1861, and in
August Granville H. Oury was elected to represent Arizma Territory at

52
Richmond by the sixty-eight voters residing in Tucson. : '

Confederate action led to the outbreak of the Civil War.during the 
month of April, 1861, and it soon became evident that the few 

privileges enjoyed on the Arizona frontier would no longer be supported 
by the federal government. Because of.the impossibility of giving the 

Butterfield Overland Mail adequate protection from the dangers of the

50
Ibid., pp. 55—79# A detailed history of the secession movement Is 

given herein.
51 .* ' .. - - ' • • . - ' - / < :

The Mesilla Times. March 30, 1861, as consulted by Ibid., p. 65.
52 . , ' . . ...

L. M. Ganaway, o£. cit., pp. 65 ff.$ Historical Records Survey, XII, 
Inventory of the County Archives of Arizona, p. 7. Cai January 2, 1862, 
a bill to organize the territory of Arizona passed the Confederate 
Congress and was signed shortly thereafter by President Davis. Oury - 
was then admitted to Congress as a delegate from Arizona Territory ( L.
M. Ganaway, 0£. cit., p. 73)#
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53
Apache land, an act of Congress changed its route, leaving Arizona 
without a mail service of any kind and severing its personal and business 

connections with the United States. Rumors of the pending withdrawal 

of the few federal troops protecting the territory spread further 

consternation among the settlers. - -
To add to the trouble which had already beset the Santa Cruz 

Valley, the month of April also brought a new onslaught of the Apaches, 
a disaster for which the military of Fort Buchanan was at least

54
partially responsible • A small child of American and Mexican parentage 

and a cow had been stolen by the Indians in one of their raids on the 
valley. The incident was reported to Commanding Officer R. E. Ewell 
of Fort Buchanan, and military aid was solicited with the result that 
a force of seventy^five men was dispatched to Apache Pass in the conpany 
of the American father to rescue the child. Upon their arrival, the 

military force raised a white flag and obtained parley with six of the 
Apache chiefs, including the powerful Cochise who led the Chiricahua 

Apaches. However, upon the insistance of the chieftains that they knew 

nothing of the stolen child or cow, the military disregarded the flag 
of truce and seized the chiefs. The clever Cochise was the only one 

successful in an attempt at escape, and he made his way back to the 
Apache camp where he aroused the Apache nation to a war of.extermina
tion against the whites. Ihen certain prisoners held by the Indians

53
R. J. Hinton, op. cit., p. 40.

54 The incident probably only served to hasten the onslaught of Apaches 
who were notoriously alert in taking advantage of any situation in which 
they.found the whites inadequately protected,
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were killed, the Americans retaliated by killing the five chieftains

held as hostages. This led to open warfare in which the FWt BttdisM* treeps
were so badly beaten that they were obliged te return to their post.

All pretenses of Apache friendship had thus been demolished, and the

valley's greatest threat aroused two months before orders for the
55

withdrawal of federal troops reached Fort Buchanan.
' In the subsequent attacks of the Apaches, the Fort Buchanan force

was able to do little more than protect itself and United States property 
56

from the marauder. The Indians became relentless in their assaults,
leaving death aid destruction wherever the blows were dealt. The
farming population found it necessary to abandon crops and concentrate
with their families for mutual protection at Tucson, Tubac and at one
or two of the ranches. Even the Mexican mine workers began to withdraw
from the country, leaving the Americans insufficient numbers for pro- 

57
tection. It was not long, therefore, before the Indians stopped most

of the work at the mines, aid it became evident that mining operations
would eventually have to be discontinued until the Apaches could be

58
brought to terms once more.

Preparations for vacating the Santa Rita Mine sites were made by 
Superintendent Grosvenor aid Engineer Pumpally. However, fcy the time 
the workers were paid their wages, there was not enough money available

55 ......
R. Pumpelly, oj>. cit., p. 16.

56
Ibid., p. 1̂  # - ;

57 . ■ . .
G. D. Poston, "In Memorium," Arizona Weekly Star. March 18, 1880.

58 .
R. Pumpelly, op. cit., p. 17.
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t© cover the transportation •£ the portable company property to Tubas
for safekeeping and the expense ©f getting themselves out of the country.

It was then decided to attempt to collect debts due the company, &nd
for this purpose Pumpelly journeyed to Arivaca in May of 1861.

Superintendent John Poston of the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company,

however, could not satisfy his company's debt with bullion and gave
Pumpelly payment in ore worth nearly $2,000 per ten and a little flour

and calico. This was dispatched immediately in charge of two of the
most:courageous of the Mexicans from the mines, and Pumpelly returned to

the Santa Rita Hacienda the next morning. When the wagon of ere failed
to arrive long after Pumpelly's return, Grosvenor became alarmed to the
extent ithat he set out on the.road te Tubac to ascertain the cause of;
the delay. He never returned, and was found some time later by Pumpelly
and Robinson where he had been murdered by Apaches but a short distance

from the missing wagon of ere, whose drivers had suffered the same fate
59

a short time before. • /

With the death of Grosvenor, it appears that an American by the
60

name of Stark became superintendent of the Santa Rita mines, and61
though the four remaining Americans, were in constant danger of their 

lives, they began the tedious work of extracting silver from the 
Heintzelman ore which they had brought the remaining mile, and one-half

59
Ibid.

60 ' ..............

R. J. Hinton, op. cit., p. 187j J. E. McClinteck, Arizona. The Nation'a 
Youngest Commonwealth within a Land of Ancient Culture. I. p. 182.
l < • _ < - »
R. Pumpelly, op. cit., p. 27. The identity of the fourth American is 

unknown. • - ■ .
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to the smelter. Operations were hindered decidedly by the less of all 
the company mules and horses to the Apaches, and it took three weeks 
just to cut enough wood and convert it to charcoal for the smelting 

process# In three weeks more ef time the silver was ready to be 

refined, and during this process lasting some fifty or sixty hours, 
the Americans kept unceasing guard over Mexican workmen lest they mutiny 
or kill their employers and steal the precious planchas# The arrival' on 

June 15 of the wagon. train and drivers, which had been sent for from 
Tubac, climaxed the operations at the Santa Rita mines. Before the 

silver was cool, it was loaded along with all the movable company 62
property which still remained, and the Santa Rita Hacienda was abandoned.

Ihen the property of the Santa Rita Mining Company was deposited
at Tubac, it was dene so with the supposition that the village would
remain the key point ef defense in the lower Santa Cruz Valley. There
a large part of the Mexican and white population had gathered, and it

was believed that there they would continue to concentrate and reside
63

until help should arrive. However, it appears that residents were only 
tee well acquainted with the fury of the Apache on the warpath, and had ■ 

no desire to remain in Tubac without any military protection when the 
federal troops would be withdrawn. Consequently, with a great sacrifice 
of property, they fled from the country as they found means of escape.

64
Some of them went to Tucson and from there to California. Many of them

62............
Ibid., pp. 26-28. .

63 .
Ibid », p . 36•

64
R. J. Hinton, op. cit., p. 40.
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returned to former homes in the 11 States* to participate in the Civil
65

War. A few were murdered enroute as the Apaches fell upon them on the
66

trail, and those who were natives of Mexico retired to their former - 
67

homeland in Sonora. Therefore, by the time of the withdrawal of Fort
Buchanan troops in July 1861, only twenty or thirty inhabitants remained

68
in Tutiac. ■ - - - ' ~ -'' ' ' ■

~ The orders for abandonment of Fort Buchanan also called for the 
destruction of all government property that could not be carried away, 

and there is little doubt but what the surprised Apaches looked upon 

the military's preparations for evacuation with elation. The fort and 

all government stores were burned as well as the crops growing in the
. 69 . ... .
fields for miles around. The Indians, who were probably ignorant of the

reason for the withdrawal of the American troops to the Rio Grande, felt
great personal victory in their retirement and believed that they were

70
about to conquer the American nation• Sonorans must also have looked 

upon the exit of American soldiers with satisfaction because coveted 

sources of wealth were thereby available for plunder. .

Supplementing the thievery and carnage of the Apaches, the Sonorans

65 • ■ . . . , .
Post on's Narrative•66 — —  —

R. J. Hinton, op. cit., p. 40.
67-

C. D. Poston, "In Memorlum," Arizona Weekly Star. March 18, 1880.
68 ...................  .. . . .  . . . .  , '

J. 5» Br owne. op. ait.. p. 150.
69 .;

Poston's Narrative.
70 v .............

R. J. Hinton, op. cit.. p. 41*
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- 71
crossed the border in numbers to ransack abandoned ranches and mines.

During this time a party of seven Mexicans came from Sonora for the
purpose of inciting those peons still at Arivaca and the Gerro Colorado

mines to kill the Americana and rob the hacienda. Upon reaching
.72 .

Arivaca, they found the white force too strong and went on to the
Heintzelman where they murdered Superintendent John Poston and two

German employees before withdrawing, accompanied by the Mexican miners.

A similar incident was averted at the reduction works by the negro cook
73

who detected the plan of murder and mutiny. However, the affair at 

the mine was enough to convince the few remaining at the hacienda
that it was useless to tarry in the region any -longer, and Charles
Poston, who was still awaiting the arrival of Colt to whom he had
transferred the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company lease, decided to

74
leave Arivaca in the company of Puapelly. .

Accompanied by the negro cook of the Arivaca hacienda. Poston

and Pumpelly left Arizona on the day after John Poston's funeral.
Company machinery costing more than $150,000 had been stored in the ",
Sonora Exploring and Mining Company's warehouse in Tubac and the re-

75.
nainder abandoned at the mine site. Having heard of a vessel arriving 

at Lobos Bay on the Gulf of California to load a cargo of copper ore.

71 - •
Ibid.

72 .... . ■ '
Pumpelly and Poston were at Arivaca at that time (R. Pumpelly, op. 

cit., p. 49).
73. - ; - -  :Ibid.
74

Ibid., p. 50. ■
75

Ibid.
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they set out on mule back for Yuma from ifoence they went by vessel to 
76

California. •
Hhen Poston and Pumpelly left Arivaca, the ■withdrawal of big

business enterprise from the Tubac region was complete. The very reason

for Tubac*a existence had fled, and though a small stronghold of .
Americans within the village was still determined not to abandon the
region to red—skinned foes, Tubac1s days as a mining town were over. For
the third time in its history Tubac had been completely abandoned by
the force which gave it birth, and as had constantly been true, the

Apaches awaited only the right moment to deal another death blow.
77

Before the end of July 1861. a party of warring Chiricahuas.
descended from the Santa Ritas, and on their way to Tubac ambushed and
killed Superintendent Stark of the Santa Rita Mining Company who had not

78
yet made his departure from the country. They then surrounded Tubac 

with the expectation of finding it easy plunder, but those few remaining 
Americans put up such a good defense that the Indians were successfully 
repulsed for several days. The beleaguered residents, however, realized 
that they would be overwhelmed or starved out eventually and sent a 

messenger to Tucson during the night asking for help. Granville Oury 
and twenty-five volunteers immediately responded to Tubac*s pleas and

76 .......
C. D. Poston, "In Memorium,** Arizona Weekly Star. March 18, 1880.

77 , .... ...
J. R. Browne,(op. cit., p. 150) says the Apaches numbered over 200;

C. D. Poston (»*In Memorium." Arizona Weekly Star. March 18, 1880) 
estimated the band which surrounded Tubac as being about eighty in 
number.
78

J. H. McClintock, Arizona, The Nation*s Youngest Commonwealth within, 
a Land of Ancient Culture, I, p..182.
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came to the assistance of the besieged inhabitants. They moved upon

the Apaches from the rear "with such suddenness that the surprised

band fled in a panic back to the mountains, and Oury's party received
79

a grateful -welcome in the village.

At the time of Gary's arrival, a group of seventy-five Mexicans,
also determined to plunder the settlement of Tubac, came across the
Sonora border, and pausing on the outskirts of the village for

reconnoiter, found the fortifications for defense. Not prepared to

attack a town so ready to offer resistance, they fell back upon
80

Tumacacori which they plundered before returning to Sonora.

It is doubtful, however, that the residents of Tubac could have
continued to defend the town from Apaches and Mexican invaders even
though they, had chosen to remain. Without the store of ammunition and

supplies which had been destroyed by evacuating federal troops, they
could not have provided themselves with adequate protection once the

village store was exhausted. It is not surprising then that the last
twenty or thirty villagers abandoned Tubac shortly after the Tucson
volunteers had saved them from Apache massacre, and once again the

81
village fell in ruins and desolation. For the third time the Apaches 
had triumphed.

79 ..........
J. R. Browne, op. cit.. p. 150.

80
Ibid. The one American still remaining at Tumacacori was also 

killed.by the Sonorans (Ibid.).
81

Ibid
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CHAPTER VII

Resettlement of Tubac to the Final Apache Triumph

With the abandonment of Tubac by the last of its inhabitants 
in July 1861, the lower Santa Cruz Valley was completely at the dis

posal of the Apaches and ruffians from Sonora. It had been impossible 

for the departing residents to take all their accumulated possessions 

with them, and consequently Tubac, the haciendas of the mining companies 
and the ranches in the vicinity were soon visited by raiding parties 
who overlooked nothing in their search for loot. The furnishings 

which still remained in some of the Tubac homes were stolen down to

the last door and window* The warehouse of the Sonora Exploring and
1Mining Company in Tubac was broken into, and though the machinery which

had been stored therein was of no value to the ignorant raider, the
contents of the building were removed and scattered about the empty
plaza. The equipment at the mines was also tampered with, and from

2
one of the mine sites, a 6000 pound boiler was removed. Even the 
piles of ore lying in front of the mine shafts were sacked by maraud
ing Mexicans, and it was not long before those shafts still accessible

According to J. R. Browne, og. cit., p. 147, the warehouse was the 
building attached to the old tower, the lower floor of which had housed 
the headquarters of the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company.2
The Mexicans i&o attempted to haul the boiler away were attacked by 

Apaches just south of Calabasas on the road to Sonora. Two of the 
Mexicans were killed, the teams stolen, the wagon burned and the boiler 
dumped by the roadside where it was still lying at the time of Poston 
and Browne's visit in January 1864 (Ibid., p. 148).
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3were also plundered.
Though Tubac remained deserted except for the occasional party

of treasure seekers, many of its former residents who had fled from
; - "' • . - 4
their homes had gone no further away than Tucson. There they remained 

hoping to return to Tubac again some day, but meanwhile experiencing 

the brief period of government by the Confederacy, the coming of the 

Union troops, and finally the creation of Arizona Territory by the 

federal government of the United States. Arizona officially became 
a part of the Confederacy on August 1, 1861, by proclamation of confed
erate Lieutenant Colonel John R. Baylor who had occupied La Masilia, 
defined the territory of Arizona as being all that part of New Mexico 
south of the thirty—fourth parallel of latitude and declared all offices 
under the United States government vacant. He made La Mesilla the 
capital of the territory and organized a military government with

3
Ibid., pp. 147-148. The Heintzelman ore was rich enough to make its 

removal profitable even though it had to be transported through Apache 
infested territory and across the Sonoran border where a very crude 
system of reduction was employed. Says Browne: *It is well known that
the town of Saric, in Sonora, has been built upon.the proceeds of ore 
stolen from the Heintzelman mine1* (Ibid.. p. 268).
4 .....

Historical Records Survey, The 1864 Census of the Territory of Arizona. 
pp. 19-60. The I860 census of Arizona territory.lists fifty-two persons 
living in Tucson who had been born in Tubac, (Ibid.) and six San Xavier 
residents who had been born in Tubac (Ibid., pp. 73-77). At least thirty- 
two of these had been Tubac residents not more than five years prior to 
the census for Tubac is listed as the birthplace of children more than four 
or five years of age for twelve different families idiile these same families 
had younger children born in Tucson. The heads of the twelve former Tubac 
families are as follows: (1) Louis Quesse, (2) Manuel Otero, (3) Juan
Aguirre, (4) Bernardino Campus, (5) Santos Aguirre, (6) Frederick Contzen, 
(7) Jose Sanches, (8) Francisco Mungfa, (9) Jose Bascos, (10) Alcario 
Espinosa, (11) Seledonio Elias, and (12) Pedro Cano. It is also interest
ing to note that Pedro Herrera was among those who had fled to San Xavier 
(Ibid., pp. 19-77).
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5
himself as g o v e r n o r I n  January 1862 a bill to organize the territory
of Arizona passed the confederate congress and Granville H. Oury was

■ ' ■ - ■■ '........ • ■" 6
admitted to congress as a delegate front the new territory. Early in
February I863 a force of 200 Texans entered Tucson and raised the... ? . . . . - .
confederate flag. Civil government under the authority at Richmond,

- ' ' 8
however, scarcely had time to function in Arizona, for on May 20, I863, 
a troop of California volunteers under Colonel James N. Carleton 

occvpied Tucson and forced the Texans to retreat to the Rio Grande, and 

during the month of August.La Mesilla was similarly retaken by Union- 9 . . . . . . .

forces. On June 8 Carleton declared Arizona under jurisdiction of
martial law and proclaimed himself military governor until such time

10
as civil government could be established. During the fall and-winter 

1862, Charles Poston and other champions of territorial government 

again labored in Washington to get federally organized government and 

lift the bans of martial law. This was finally accomplished in February 
I863 when the Territory of Arizona was created by the United States

Historical Records Survey, XII, Inventory of the County Archives of 
Arizona. Santa Cruz County, p. 7. .....

L. M. Ganaway, op. cit., p. 73.
7 Historical Records Survey, XU, Inventory of the County Archives of
Arizona. Santa Cruz County, p. 7. ...... ......... . . .
8 . . . '
During Arizona's brief period of connection with the Confederacy, two 

sessions of the probate court were held and the property of individuals 
who were believed to be opposed to the existing government was confis
cated. A few of the mines of the Santa Cruz Valley region were appropriated 
under the direction of Palatine Robinson (L. M. Ganaway, op. cit.. p. 74).
Q : ■ ' ..
Ibid.

10 . . ................ "  : : .
Historical Records Survey, X U ,  Inventory of the County Archives of 

Arizona. Santa Cruz County, p. 7- ........
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Congress witii the approval of President Abraham Lincoln, and a tem-
11

porary government was provided. Pursuant to the Organic Act of 1863 
tiie governor by proclamation, John H. Goodwin, established the tem

porary local government under three judicial districts which existed 

from A^ril through December I864, and appointed officials to act 
therein. The federally appointed territorial officers formally began 

their duties, however, as early as December I863, awl Charles Poston
returned to his beloved Arizona as Superintendent of Indian Affairs

13
under a commission from President Lincoln,

Though the Apaches were still on the rampage throughout the 

southwest, there is no doubt but what Arizona residents felt happiness 
upon receipt of the news that their portion of what had been New Mexican 

territory had finally been erected into a separate territorial govern
ment . At last their visions of the protection and privileges of orderly 
government were in view* It was just a matter of time until civil officers 

would take over their duties, until local departments of government would 

be coordinated with those of a strong federal government, and American 

troops would again arrive in sufficient numbers to give them protection 

in their return to former enterprises. The military protection they 
sought, however, was not forthcoming until the end of the Civil TTar.

. During the succeeding months of Civil War, while former Tubao

Poston1s Narrative*
Historical Records Survey, XII, Inventory of the County Archives of

Arizona. Santa Cruz County, p. 7. . ...........................
13 ■ - - •' ....■■ - .■ • / . . ' . % . v .-: ■

Poston's Narrative*. Christmas of 1862 found Poston at Yuma distri
buting Indian goods (Ibid.).
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residents awaited federal assistance against the Apaches, a property

claim which eventually came to present nearly as much distress in Tubac
and the Santa Cruz Valley as had the Apaches, was filed in the United

States Land Office. The history of the claim went back to 1835, the

year in which the Mexican government had granted a tract of land claimed

by heirs of Luis Maria Baca, to the town of Las Vegas, New Mexico. Luis 
/Maria Baca had received title to this property under Spanish colonial

authority many years before. Baca heirs had protested the grant, but
there was no evidence that the Mexican government had taken any action

14
regarding the matter. r  ̂ : - , ,, ■

Qy the cession of land to the United States under the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, the legal value of all grants of land which had 

already been made in the ceded territories was,to be recognized by the 
American government. Consequently, the Baca claim was finally presented 
to the United States, and cm June 21, I860, Congress authorized the heirs 

to select an equal quantity of vacant land, riot mineral in character, in 
the territory of New Mexico in lieu of their original grant, the selection 

to be made within three years. Five tracts of land were accordingly 

selected, two of them in Arizona. The third of the five selections, 
which came to be known as Baca Float Number Three, was filed on June 17, 
186], by John S. Watts, attorney for the Bacas. It contained a part of 
the Santa Cruz Valley lands as well as about 126 acres of the townsite 
of Tubac, land which was then unoccupied only because of Apache

14 , . ■ , ., _
R. H. Mattison, History of the Land Titles of the Tumacacori Mission. 

MS., Mission archives, Tumacacori, Arizona, pp. 19b-20b
15
. Ibid.
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. 1^
harassment. The selection was approved by the Land Office in April 
1864 as being vacant and non-mineral, and a survey was ordered to be

17 . . .
made. However, an immediate settlement of the Baca claim as well as

former settlers’ rights to the same lands was postponed because the

Department of the Interior refused to issue patent's to the Baca heirs
. ■ ■ 18 - 

in I864, claiming the land was mineral. The following year a survey
of the tract was begun under the authority of the Land Office, but

because of the uncertainty of the whole affair, the matter was not
. . - , • \ ■ . . .. 19 ... - .. -...

pressed and the survey was never completed. Thus the matter rested for
- 20 . ; • ...fifty years mere while Americans interested in the land in question 

never doubted their rights to the fertile valley soil. However, dis
position of the Baca claim was still pending and its settlement in 1914

. . 2 1 . . .  . 
was to cause thirty-nine homesteaders much anguish.

1 6 ........ . • . ; ■ ... ..... • . .
F. V. Hayden, ■Relief of Settlers and Bntrymen on Baca Float No. 3, 

Arizona,” Report of the House of Legislature. No. 73. I, Sixty-Seventh 
Congress, First Session, p. 6. .
17 • " ■ . . : ,R. H. Mattison, History of the Land Titles of the Tumacacori Mission. 
MS., p. 20b. Mattison presents evidence that Watts had knowledge of the 
former settlement at Tubac and minerals in surrounding territory (Ibid.).

Historical Records Survey, XII, Inventory of the County Archives of 
Arizona. Santa Cruz County, p. 19. ..... ........
19 . ' . . '

R. H. Mattison, History ... -of the Tumacacori Mission. MS., p. 21b. 
William. Wrightson and Gilbert Hopkins were slain by Apaches while attempt
ing to survey this grant and consequently it was never completed (Ibid.).
20

In April 1866 Attorney Watts claimed a mistake in the initial point 
of location of the grant and asked for a corrected location. This 
amended selection contained only the northeast postion of the original 
claim of I863, but presented the same problems as the former. Ownership 
of irrigable valley lands and a portion of Tubac townsite were still in 
question (Ibid.).
21

Historical Records Survey, XII, Inventory of the County Archives of



Though Tubac and its environs remained uninhabited during the
period following the creation of Arizona Territory until after the

termination of the Civil War because of the continued Indian threat,

the old townsite was visited during that time by at least one of its

former residents and also by various mining engineers attempting to

conduct field work in the neighboring region. In January I864
Charles Poston accompanied by J. Boss Browne journeyed from Tucson
to Tubac, finding "not a living soul to enliven the solitude* between

22
the two, nor was this desolation broken upon reaching Tubac• "The
old Plaza was knee-deep with weeds and grass, and all around were adobe

23
houses, with the roofs fallen in aid the walls crumbling to ruins*
They tarried in the deserted town only long enough to raise the
American flag over the old fort and scribble a written notice of their

24
visit upon its walls. Then they proceeded to the Santa Rita and Cerro 

Colorado mine sites. Only a few adobe walls, furnaces and the frame
work of the mill remained at.the site of the Santa Rita reduction 

25
works. At the former Arivaca hacienda several buildings in a fair
state of preservation and a double corral for horses and cattle were 

26 '

still standing. Evidences of current mining activities ware found

Arizona. Santa Cruz County, p. 19. Several of the homesteaders of 
land.claimed under this grant received patents after 1899 (Ibid.). 
22

J. R. Browne, oj>, cit., p. 144.
23

Ibid.« p. 147.
24

Ibid., pp. 149-151.
25 .
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at the Heintielman mine thcmg^i the 140 foot shaft m s  filled -nith about 
27

sixty feet of water* Here, the steam engine, rusty and partially
imbedded in the ground, remained within walled fortifications marking

28
the entrance to the mine* r ;
. - Even at the time of Postern and Browne * s visit, preparations were

being made for the re-establishment of = mining operations in the region.
That their visit itself was for the purpose of ascertaining the amount
of damage and depreciation of former constructive enterprise at the

29
mine sites can be assumed. The stockholders of the Santa Rita and
Sonora Exploring and Mining Companies had merged their holdings in -
Hew York,, and it was planned that a company with a stock of $10,000,000
and bearing the name of the Arizona Mining Company, would eventually 

.30
reopen the old mines. In January 1864 William Wright son was on his 
way to Arizona from the East, and it was hoped that under his manage-

31
ment the Santa Rita mines would soon be occupied by a working force* 
Colonel Samuel F. Butterworth and Louis Janin, accompanied by four 

other mining engineers were also in the region in January 1864 for 
the purpose of conducting an extensive mineral survey. Two of their

27 •
The party of Colonel S. F. Butterworth, who had visited the Heintsel- 

mah but eight days prior to Poston and Browne,caught a party of Mexicans 
emerging from the mine (Ibid., p. 268).
28 . . ... : ' . ' ' ...  - ’

Ibid., p. 265. . .
29 ■:

Poston had given up the Indian service which he found "was not very 
agreeable, and the salary of §2,000 a year in greenbacks worth 33 
cents in Mexican money no inducement to remain" (Poston’s Narrative)•
30 . . . . .. ...........
’ Saturday Review. Phoenix, H ,  No. 19, June 29, 1895, p. 1;
J. R. Browne, oj>. cit., pp. 271-272.
31

Ibid., p, 228. Wrightson was killed by Apaches before activity even
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party were killed by Apaches near Tubac, however, and as the military

at Fort Lowell was too weak to give them protection, field work was
32

temporarily discontinued*
Poston who had been elected the first delegate to Congress from

Arizona turned to Washington for aid against the Apache, and of his ‘
activities there/ he .remarked* *1 spent the Christmas of 1864 in

Washington, spending nyr $100 per month pay and mileage, endeavoring to
33

bring the newly created territory into public favor.* In his request
for more troops he asked for better coordination between military posts,

aid suggested that 3,000 to 5,000 cavalrymen were necessary to cope, with 
34

the Indian. However, the Civil War had not yet been brought to a close
and more pressing matters concerned the American Congress at that time.

While Poston labored in Washington to obtain the necessary troops
to make Arizona secure, the territorial government at home was making
progress in providing a permanent government to replace the temporary

organization of judicial districts. The first territorial assembly

met from September 29 to November 10, 1864, adopted a general code of 
35

laws and created four counties from the area Congress had designated " 
36

as Arizona. By this action the Santa Cruz Valley region became part

began at the mines (Ibid.).
32

R. H. Ogle, "Federal Control of the Western Apaches," New Mexico 
Hist orioal Review. XIV, No. 4, October 1939, p. 356. Fort Lowell at 
Tucson.was the only military post in the Santa Cruz Valley in 1864.
33

Poston's Narrative.
34 - -■ . - V':- :. -

R. H. Ogle, op. cit., p. 356.
35 . . ...... ■ • : ; : : - -

The Howell Code. : r.
36 -

Historical Records Survey, X, Inventory of the County Archives of
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of Pima County, •which included all of Arizona south of the Gila,
37

north of the Mexican boundary and. east of the Yuma region. The first 
county officials took office January 1, 1865, and the first inspectors 

and judges for election precincts were appointed on August 19, 1865,r '
by the Pima County Board of Commissioners. Among the election precincts
referred to in the appointment of election officials was the precinct

of Tubac. This is the first known reference to a re-population of the

Tubac area after its abandonment in 1861, and therefore important from
a historical standpoint. The Pima County Board designated the store

of Steven Ochoa in Tubac as election headquarters, naming Henry Jenkins,
inspector, and Henry M. C, Ward and A. Rickman, judges of election 

38
activities•

It can be assumed that the re-population of Tubac and vicinity 
began to take place some time during the suraner of 1865. To assert, 
however, that the area was again a thriving farming community about a 

busy little village would be ridiculous. The region must still have 
been rather.desolate in August of 1865, but the gradual movement of 
settlers back to upper valley lands had begun, and promises of renewed 

activity had already raised a store among the.ruins of Tubac.
That the re-population of the village of Tubac had begun no earlier

Arizona. Pima.County, p. 8.
37 ..... .

■ Ibid., p. 3.
38 ... ■

Ibid., XII, Santa Cruz County, p. 8. The poll record of Precinct Num
ber Five, Tubac, for the election‘of September 6, 1665, is among the 
Annals Collection of the University of Arizona. Forty-seven votes were 
cast at Tubac. Poll records for the previous year are also among that 
collection for Pima County precincts other than Tubac. This seems to 
indicate further that re-population of Tubac began in 1865.
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than the summer of 1865 is fairly certain. In April of that year

the last battle of the Civil War had been fought at Appomattox, and

the federal government had turned its attention to problems.•which had

been awaiting solution, in some cases as long as four years. The

military situation on the Arizona frontier was one of the first issues

which demanded consideration, and federal action in providing additional
security awaited knowledge of the status of military force already in

the territory. Therefore, a survey of Arizona military posts had been
ordered, and in May 1865 Brigadier General John 8. Mason assumed command
of the Military District of Arizona. Mason, accompanied by Governor
Goodwin of Arizona, made a complete survey of the defenses and-needs of
the entire district before establishing his headquarters at Sacaton

39
on the Gila. Of the area Mason reported:

At the time of rry arrival in the district, I believe every „ 
ranch had been deserted south of the Gila. The town of 
Tubac was entirely deserted, and the town of Tucson had 
about 200 souls. North of the Gila, the roads were completely 
blockaded by the Apaches.... The Apaches, differing from 
almost all other Indians' in consequence of the difficulty 
of subsisting large parties, or of finding sufficient 
water, make their forages in small parties, joining forces 
at such points as they may have agreed on before hand, 
then separating again after an attack.^

Mason's survey supports the assumption that Tubac was still 
deserted in the spring of 1865, and it also contains information which 
explains the repopulation movement which evidently began in a very short

39 - ' . . - ... - .. . .
T. E. Parish. History of Arizona. V, p. 184.

40
J. S. Mason, "Report of Operations in the Military District of Arizona 

from May 1865 to April 29,. 1866," as quoted Ibid., pp. 184-187.
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time. It would appear that a company of Mexican volunteers was 

organized immediately for protection of the Tubac area:

On our arrival at the Pima villages, he (Gov. Goodwin) 
made arrangements to raise two companies of Pima and 
Maricopa Indians for the Arizona volunteers; also for 
a company of Mexicans at Tucson, and one at Tubac 
for the same regiment.4^

There seems to be no further, information available concerning
the company of Mexicans at Tubac nor are there any references to the
settlement that was gradually being rebuilt during the following year.

However, the reoccupation of Fort Buchanan on the Sonoita and the
construction of a road from. Tucson to Tubac in 1866 undoubtedly
hastened the resettlement of the region. The Fort Buchanan;site was
renamed Gasp Crittenden, and the troops stationed there added some—

42
what to the security of the region. The new road facilitated the move
ment of troops and supplies, as well as regional commerce, and was later

43
extended from Tubac to Calabasas.

The only definite reference to Tubac in the year 1866 is found in 
the Prescott Daily Miner. and is mainly concerned with three citizens

of the Tubac precinct who were members of the third legislature which, 
convened at Prescott on October 3, 1866. Henry Jenkins, fifty-five 
year old council member from Pima County, had been a resident of

41 ...........
Ibid., p. 185.

42 .
J. H. KcClintock, Arizona, the Nation Is Youngest Commonwealth within 

a Land of Ancient Culture. I, pp. 150, 202. .........
43 .....' ' ;Historical Records Survey, XII, Inventory of the County Archives of 
Arizona. Santa Cruz County, p. 8. ........ . .
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44 45
Arizona since 1864. His occupation was listed as postmaster of Tubac.
William J. Osborn, age thirty-two and resident of the state since 1863,
lived near Tubac and was •successfully engaged in farming.” He had
been elected a member of the second legislature but did not attend.

46
In the third legislature, however, he was an " outstanding leader.”
Henry M. G. Ward, age twenty-nine and resident of the state since 

47
1856, lived at Babacomeri near Tubac, and his occupation was listed as
contractor. He had also been elected a member of the second legisla-

48
ture but did not attend.

By 186? the upper Santa Cruz Valley seems to have been a rather
well settled area again though Apache incidents were still an everyday 

49 : - - . - ■ . ■ :
occurrence. The Pima County register for that year listed 211 voters
as residing in the Tubao precinct. Names listed thereupon such as

Herrera, Yancey, Quessa, Otero, Sanchez, and Pena are easily recognized
- - 50

as former Tubac dwellers who had been forced to retire in 1861.

44 ....... ... ■ - •
Jenkins had come from New York state where he was a member of the 

state legislature (Daily Arizona Miner. Prescott, I, No. 10, October 19, 
1866, p. 3). ;
45

The post office at Tubac had probably been reopened in 1865. At any 
rate Jenkins was a.Tubac resident in 186$. See page 172.
^ ( 3  ' " -

. Osborn had been a member of the legislature of both Utah and Nevada 
(Daily Arizona Miner. Prescott, I, No. 10, October 19, 1866, p. 3).
47

Ward was from Maryland (Ibid.).
48

Ibid. -
49 •.

Arizona Sentinel. Yuma, XVII, No. 50, April 13, 1878, p. 1.
50 .............

Great Register. Pima County. 1867. MS., Annals Collection, University 
of Arizona Library. .
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It must have been a struggle for those hardy frontiersmen : 
to begin their labors all over again amid the ruin that bad once been 

their homes. It was a long, hard road to prosperity and comfortable 

living, and only long hours of toil could erase the effects of the 

calamity which had befallen the region but a few years before. Besides, 
there was still the marauding Indian to reckon with though the 
presence of troops made him less bold. It is not surprising, therefore, 
that Correspondent 3. G. T. of the San Francisco Bulletin did not 

present a more enthusiastic account of his visit, to Tubac.in 1867:

My first visit to Tubac was in 1867, and the place presented 
a peculiarly foul and dilapidated appearance. At this time, 
any man, or men who traveled from Tucson to Tubac without 
an escort carried his life in his hands, and no mistake. 
There was a garrison at this place, comprising a company of 
infantry and a part of a company of cavalry, under command 
of Lt. Col. McGarry, who afterwards committed suicide at 
the Occidental Hotel. He also had a small force of men at 
Calabaza, (sic) or old Fort Mason.... I have made three 
trips over Arizona, and twice without escort; but the "most 
uneasy" 92 miles I ever made, was from Tucson to Tubac and 
return in 1867. There was hardly a day during that year 
that there were not Indian atrocities of some kind.5*

Though the determined inhabitants of Tubac and the surrounding 

region continued to carry on their various enterprises during the next 
three-years, they did so with increasing difficulty. It seems that 
the small garrison at Tubac was removed sometime between 1867 and 1869,

leaving three hundred citizens within a fourteen mile radius of the
. _ ■ .... ... 52 . . - ' ' - ■

little village without any protection. Being so scattered, they could

si
B. C . T ., San Francisco Bulletin, as quoted by the Arizona Sentinel. 

Yuma, XVII, Ho..50,.April 13, 1878, p. 1. . . .
52 - ...... -

The Weekly Arizonian. Tucson. II. No. 5, January 31, 1869, p. 2.
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not protect themselves; yet their-petition for a coapany of cavalry
53

went unheeded, and the Apache raids grew more relentless. Even 
Poston,whose faith in Arizona and its mines had spurred hi® to un
ceasing labors in their behalf, became discouraged and sold out his

54
stock in the Arizona Mining Company in 1868, leaving the region shortly 

55
thereafter. •-■■ ■: : . ■ . : .

The story of Apache depredations in the Tubac area in 1869 has
56

been preserved in consecutive issues of the Tucson Weekly Arizonian.
The Caches harassed the valley farmer in particular during that year,

57
but even Thomas M. Yerkes who kept Tubac*s one store had his troubles
with Apache thievery. Again a petition for protection was made to the 

58
federal government, but the valley farmers continued to pay taxes on 
property from which the Apaches alone derived benefit.

53
Ibid.

54
Poston’s labors had not been in vain. His condensation enabled him 

to take a trip around the world 1868-1876 (Saturday Review. Phoenix, II, 
No. 19, June 29, 1895, p. 1).
55

There is no information available concerning mining activities during 
this period. It is known, however, that the Arizona Mining Oonpany did 
send a manager from the East after Poston’s departure. Though he "had 
never seen a mine," he received a salary of $10,000 plus expenses (Ibid.). 
The mining company finally dissolved and on May 27, 1871, made a deed . 
to Poston of Arivaca, all the mines and all the claims for Indian 
depredations (Excerpt from the Arizona Weekly Star. Tucson, April 4,
1874, p. 2, as found with Poston's Papers). .

The Weekly Arizonian had begun publication in Tucson again in January 
1869.: This seems.to have been a continuation of The Arizonian of I860. 
The Weekly Arizonian. Tucson, II, No. 5, January 31, 1869. The title 
was changed to Weekly Arizonan on April 24, 1869 (Weekly Arizonan. Tucson.
II, No. 17, April 24, l8b9V ...........
57

Beginning on January 1, 1864, Thomas M. Yerkes advertised his business 
as "wholesale and retail merchant, Tubac." His merchandise consisted of 
"dry goods, groceries and provisions," and he prided himself in being
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Numerous depredations were reported for the month of January 1869#
59

On January 2, forty mules were stolen from a herd near Tubas# On January

17, forty Head of cattle owned by Mr# Case of Tubac were captured by the
60

Apaches# On the afternoon of the next day the Indians captured the herd

of 100 beef cattle from Louis Quasse two miles from the village. News

of the capture reached Tubas shortly thereafter, and six mounted citizens
led by Don Ramdh Ramono took up the chase. Though the Apaches were
thirty in number, they were no match for mounted pursuers and were forced

61
to scatter to the hills. All of the cattle were recovered. Thwarted
in their afternoon's activities, the Indians descended upon the ranch
of Pete Kitchen north: of Tubac the very same evening# There they
killed over 200 sheep and stole the entire herd of fifty cattle and62
horses# On January 27 seven mules belonging to E. N. Fish and Company 

were captured by Indians near Tubac, and on the same day the Camp 
Crittenden supply train was attacked near the same spot and the driver

63 - ' ■ . .
wounded. On January 30, eight of. Quease's cattle were killed within

64 ■
sight of his dwelling. • 7.

able to give "liberal credit terms.8 Yerkes also took grain in exchange 
for goods at market prices (Ibid.. No. 5, January 31, 1869, p. 3). Many 
of his supplies were obtained from Sonora (Ibid.. No. 16, April 18,
1869, p. 2).
58

Weekly Arizona Enterprise. Tucson, XI, No. 48, March 10, 1892, p. 4.
5 9  ...........

Weekly Arizonan. Tucson, II, No. 29, July 17, 1869, p. 2*
60 .....

Ibid. - ^
61

Ibid., No. 5, January 31, 1869, p. 2. Quesse had lost all of his horses 
but a few days before (Ibid.). •
62

Ibid.. No. 29, July 17, I869, p. 2.
63 •

Ibid.
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The story of Apache raids for the remainder of the year
• / ■ ;■ ' . ' ■ ■ 65

continued much the same.as it had been for the month of January* In
February two Papago Indians were wounded when Louis Quesse's corral

• : : . ■ - -• 66 • ' '
was stalked and the thirty-three cattle within were stolen. In April

Yerkes* simply train was attacked on its return from Sonora * d  all
' ■ - 67 ' , •.. - : ' ' ■ •

forty-ei^it of his mules were captured. In July the herd of Sabino

Otero was attacked, but because the cattle were in the vicinity of the
Palo Parade ranch which was occupied by nearly eighty people, the
Indiana retreated empty handed save for the clothes of the herder which 

- 68 . ■ .. ' 
they had murdered* Quesse lost horses and mules again in August and

- - .. f

cattle in October. So continued the incidents until the editor of the 
Weekly Arizonan was led to remark in November as follows*

The town of Tubac which once rivalled Tucson in population 
and importance is fast going to ruin and decay*.•* A change 
can be brought about only by the subjugation of the Apache*
So long as the Indian and Government maintain the present 
harmony in the project of crushing out the settler, so long 
will Tubac continue to sink until finally no crumb will 
remain for either of the all-devouring sharks who speculate 
upon every blade of grass that springs from the farmer’s 
ground* The business of plunder is carried on, year after 
year, somewhat in this manner: First comes the Assessor
who numbers the stock of the ranchman and estimates the value 
of his lands, that he may pay tax accordingly; next comes

64
Weekly Arizona Enterprise, Tucson, XI, No. 48, March 10, 1892, p. 4*

65
Weekly Arizonan. U ,  Nos. 6 to 52, 1869.66 . . .

Weekly Arizona Enterprise. Tucson, XI, No* 48, March 10, 1892, p. 4*
67 ........

Weekly Arizonian. Tucson, II, No. 16, April 18, 1869, p. 2.
68

Weekly Arizonan. Tucson, H ,  No. 30, July 24, 1869, p. 2*
69 , .

Weekly Arizona Enterprise. Tucson, XI, No. 48, March 10, 1892, p. 2.



the Indian for his revenue iho, in many instances, after 
murdering those who practice temerity in so much as to 
dispute his right, take possession of everything which he 
may drive or carry away; next comes the collector of taxes 
who disregarding any losses sustained through Indian 
depredation since the time of assessment, invariably collects 
every cent levied on property now in the hands of the Apache, 
These are the circumstances under which Tubac has been and 
is at present striding to ruin. Robbed by two parties—  
by the one in a bold and defiant manner, and by the other 
under the cloak of government, exacting lawful tribute from 
its citizens who, in return, are supposed to enjoy that 
security of life and property which every government is in 
duty bound to maintain throughout every portion of its 
:dominion. It is needless to tell Arizonans that the govern
ment is false to its pledge; not one month ever passes which 
does not give birth to new Indian outrage, as if to keep 
that fact forever before our eyes. Is it surprising that 
the unfortunate inhabitants of Tubac are diminishing in 
numbers and that their homes are going to decay?'''®

It became increasingly evident throughout the following year that

the prophesy of the editor of the Weekly Arizonan was gradually being

fulfilled. Insecurity and discouragement began to overcome the settler
with the result that the movement away from Tubac commenced once more.

71
At the end of January 1870 Terkes closed his store and left Tubac. From 

a business as well as personal standpoint, he must have been glad to 
leave. There were prospects of only diminishing returns on his invest
ment should he continue his enterprise in an area of decreasing. 

population, and the replenishment of depleted merchandise by w a g o n -  
train was becoming practically impossible. It is not surprising, there

fore, that Terkes business was one of the first to close in Tubac. • 
Enterprise on the smaller farms and some of the ranches in the

70 ~
Weekly Arizonan. Tucson, II, No. 46, November 27, 1869, p. 3*

71 - -
Ibid., Ill, No. 2, January 22, 1870, p. 3.
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vicinity, however, was halted by Apache depredations before most of
the village activities. Once a ranch was stripped of its stock, and
that could very often be accomplished in two or three successful raids,

a rancher's investment was a total loss. It took years to acquire a ,
good herd, and without assurance of future protection, there was no

incentive to begin another. Typical of the manner in idiioh the ranches
were plundered was the Apache invasion of the J. C. Blanchard premises
fifteen miles from Tubac on Sunday, July 17, 1870. Ihile Blanchard
was absent and a ranch-hand by the name of Davis watched the property,

a band of Apaches rushed upon the yard. Davis got away unseen and
looked on from a clump of brush. The scavengers took all the horses and .
cattle from the corral as well as everything of value they could carry
out of the house. Then they proceeded to burn the buildings and.

72
destroy all other improvements on the place before departing. That 
Blanchard left the valley after being so treated is not inprobable.

Incidents such as that which took place on the Blanchard 
ranch must have been repeated many times, and it was not long before 

the effects of the raids upon valley population were very noticeable.
73

By the time the ninth census of the United States was recorded, only
74

178 persons were listed as resident in the Tubac precinct. Further
more, the village of Tubac had only thirty citizens remaining in July

72 .......
Ibid.. No. 28, July 23, 1870, p. 2.

73
Ninth census was for the year 1870.

74
Department of Interior, The Statistics of the Population of the United 

States. Ninth Census of the United States. II, p. 83. For a comparison 
see pages 175 and 176,



1870* As that fact was revealed in the Weekly Arizonan, so was the
75

story of an Indian raid upon the village during the same month* The

Apaches had turned to Tubac to obtain the spoils of plunder as soon as
the abandoned ranches no longer offered them the prises they coveted*

During the summer of 1870 when the situation in the upper Santa
Cruz Valley looked most hopeless, an Indian peace policy was finally
worked out by the American government which probably gave the few
residents remaining in and around Tubac enough hope and courage to
endure a bit longer. In accordance with the policy, the Pinal and
Aravaipa Apaches were collected together and placed on a reservation
around old Canp Grant at the junction of the San Pedro and Aravaipa
Creeks. They were supervised by the military of that post under
Lieutenant Royal E. "Whitman. Though this action by the government was

intended to stop Apache raids, it was anything but effective, for the
Indians continued their activity, going back to the security of the

76.
reservation after each foray. , Every settlement within a. radius of

100 miles of Canp Grant"was easily plundered, and so there was no lull
77

in Indian troubles for Tubac.

75........ . . .
The Weekly Arizonan. No. 28, July 23, 1870, p. 2. ' .
“Peace of 1870 and Canp Grant Massacre," paper read before the 

Pioneer Historical Society, April 6, 1885,.M. P. Freeman.Scrapbook. 
Freeman Collection, University of Arizona Library. When Whitman . was 
informed of what his Indians were doing,'he produced witnesses to prove 
his Indians had never left the reservation. Furthermore, it was general 
knowledge that the commander was making money by the Apache activities. 
When the department commander refused to give aid, and an Indian from 
the reservation was killed in a San Xavier raid, a Tucson inspired 
campaign was made against Canp Grant. On April 30, 1871, every adult 
Indian at "Apache Rancheria" was killed. Twenty-eight or thirty small 
papooses were spared and brought to Tucson as captives (Ibid.).
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The gradual depopulation of the village> increasing its impotence
in attack, was observed and taken advantage of by the red-skinned foe.

On October 2, 1870, a band of them entered Tubao, driving the inhabitants

to seek safety within their houses, and carried off whatever stock and
78

other property they could readily remove. The Quesse ranch near the 
village was also visited in October; there fifteen head of cattle and

' ' ' 79
some horses were stolen after the herder had been mortally wounded. The
usual incidents continued throughout November and December though records
of specific incidents during those months do not exist. By the middle

of December William J. Osborn gave up his ranch near Tubac and moved his
family to Tucson declaring that * ‘Tubac is virtually a gigantic Indian 

81
Rancheria.m  On January 24, 1871, Tubac was again plundered and
several thousand dollars worth of spoils and the life of one citizen were

82
forfeited to the Apaches. At last even the most courageous were ready
to acknowledge defeat. One after the other they packed their personal

83
belongings and left for Tucson, and thus the Apaches triumphed a fourth 

84 
time.

77
Ibid.

78
The Weekly Arizonan. Tucson, III, No. 40, October 15, 1870, p. 2,

79
Weekly Arizona Enterprise. Tucson, XI, No. 48, March 10, 1892, p. 4.

80 ...
The Weekly Arizonan. Tucson, III, No. 45, November 19, 1870, p. 2.

81
Ibid.. No. 49, December 17, 1870, p. 3*

82 ....
Ibid., IV, No. 3, January 28, 1871, p. 3.

83 ....
Ibid. The first four families arrived in Tucson on January 27, 1871, 

(IbidTT.
84

A few of the largest ranches in the upper Santa Cruz Valley were well
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The fourth Indian victory over the village of Tubac was the 

last. In five years time the days of Apache thievery and carnage 
were about finished, and modern Tubac cleared away the adobe ruins 

for a final resettlement of the village. * 6

fortified and remained inhabited during this period. The Kitchen 
ranch was one of these (A. P. K. Safford. The Territory of Arizona, p. 
27). It also seems likely that the Quesse ranch withstood the Apache 
invasions. The Weekly Arizona Enterprise (Tucson, XI, No. 48, March ID, 
1692, p. 4) indicates that Quesse lost four head of cattle on February
6, 1870.
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CHAPTER VIII . .
Beginnings of Modern Tubac

Vacillations in American Indian policy during 1871 and 1872 
served to prolong the Apache scourge in Arizona, and there was no 
attempt to resettle Tubac for a period of five years after its fourth 

abandonment. News of the Gamp Grant massacre had reached Washington, 

and indignation over the brutal treatment accorded the Indians in 
Arizona Territory resulted in the adoption of a policy of Indian 
appeasement and protection. General George Crook, who had just com

pleted extensive plans for Apache campaigns, was ordered to suspend 
operations,, and Vincent Colyer was sent from Washington on a peace 

mission. In the presence of Colyer, Apache leaders reiterated premises 

to remain at peace with the whites in exchange for protection upon 

several reservation sites which had been approved. Colyer departed . 
from Arizona soon thereafter, but Apache raids continued.

Though Golyer's mission was unsuccessful and very disgusting to 
the inhabitants of Arizona, it did have the effect of focusing govern
ment attention upon the frontier Indian problem. Crook was finally 
encouraged to resume military operations against the Apaches, and after 
two years of effective campaigns, most of the® were under control upon 

reservations.

H. H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico, pp. 558-562.



With the cessation of Apache hostilities, resettlement of 
abandoned upper Santa Cruz lands began again, and the ranches which 

had remained inhabited bustled with new activity. As normal enter

prise was resumed, the region needed a business center once more, and 

Tubac was still considered the most likely location. The first refer

ence to a proposed resurrection of-the village is contained in a n  
issue of The Arizona Citizen for May 1876.

Mr. Henry Glasman is about opening a hotel in Tubac and 
Mr. I Goldberg soon intends to ship a large lot of 
merchandise and start a store in the same place.... 
Tubac is now about to gather to itself capital and men 
and life, and resume its wonted sway as one of the 
great places of the earth.... For the last five years 
Tubac has been completely deserted^

By September 1876 the Glasman and Goldberg business establish

ments were prospering. The Arizona Citizen commented that Tubac "has
not only been resuscitated but a good business has been established 

" 4
there.11 Goldberg advertized Mthe largest and best assortment of goods

5
in southern Arizona, and a U  sold at Tucson prices. Gold and silver
bullion, grain and produce of all kinds bought or taken in exchange

6
at the highest prices.**

Upon the establishment of two successful business enterprises

2 . . .

Ibid., pp. 563- 564.
3
The Arizona Citizen. Tucson, VII, No. 32, May 13, 1876, p. 2.

4 .
Ibid.. No. 49, September 30, 1876, p. 3.

5 .....
Isaac Goldberg had been in similar business in Tucson in I869 (The 

Weekly Arizonan. II, Nos. 8ff., 1869).
The Arizona Citizen. Tucson, VII, No. 49, September 30, 1876, p. 3.



in Tubae, its attractiveness as well as that of the whole upper valley
was increased. Homeseekers responded almost immediately so that by
November 1876, when the Pima County official election returns were
recorded, thirty-two residents were cm hand to cast their votes at the 

7
Tubac polls• •

Further evidence of the m-population of the region around Tubac
8

was the petition of ten citizens cm December 1, 1876, directed to the

Pima County superintendent of schools, 7 8 9 10 11 that all of the Valley of the
Santa Cruz river lying south of Canoa be organized into District No. 4>

9
Tubac The superintendent promptly certified that approximately
thirty pupils resided in the proposed district, and this number being
sufficient, the county board of supervisors, with Governor A. K« Safford

10
concurring, established District Number Four, Tubac.

The particulars concerning Tubac* s first school are for the most

part unknown. It seems that trustees were appointed and school began 
11

in February 1877. A school building was not built for several years,
but classes were held in one end of Tubac *s store while dry goods,12
groceries and liquor were sold in the other. T. Lillie Mercer,

7  ..... ..
Ibid.. No. 57, November 25, 1876, p. 3.

8 ... . ”•
The ten citizens were as follows* (1) Henry Glasman, (2) Sebastian

Vicins, (3) I. Goldberg, (4) D. Pachecko, (5) Nicholas Erras, (6) John 
Smith, (7) James King, (8) James Peter, (9) Josd"Figeroa, and (10) one 
whose name upon the petition is not legible (Petition for the Organization 
of Tubac School District. MS., Annals Collection, University of Arizona).
9  .............

Ibid.
10 . .

Ibid.
Pima County School Warrants. 1877, MS., Annals Collection, University

11
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13
proprietor of the store, may also have been the teacher in the be- 

14
ginning. That he was a trustee is certain, for his signature appears

upon the early school warrants of District Number Four, indicating
15

receipt of tax money in payment for "services of a teacher." Because
the old school warrants have been preserved, it is also known that the

16
first school teacher received a salary of thirty dollars per month.
Thus educational opportunity, primitive though it may have been, was
introduced into the upper Santa Cruz Valley, and the first step toward

refinement and culture since the days of the Spanish mission was taken.

As Tubac1 s needs for a school had. been fulfilled, so were her

needs for religious ministration. The organization of Arizona into a
17

Vicariate Apostolic under Bishop J. N. Salpointe and the arrival of
18

the first parish priests assured Catholic inhabitants of spiritual
guidance. Tubac became a mission parish served by Reverend Francisco

V VJou^enceau of Tucson, and by March of 1877 Jourenceau had begun his

of Arizona Library.

Reminiscences of Sarah M. Black, related in 1926 to Mrs. George Kitt 
and Charles Morgan .Woods, MS., Pioneer Historical Society Library, Tucson. 
13

R, J. Hinton, op. cit., p. lx, appendix. It is improbable that Tubac 
had two stores. It appears that Sabino Otero bought the Goldberg store 
and that Mercer kept it (Reminiscences of Sarah g. Black). Goldberg, how
ever, continued a resident of Tubac until sometime between 1880 and 1882 
(Great Registers.' Pima County. 1880. and 1882).

Reminiscences of Sarah M. Black. -
15 ,• ■ ■ . ' '

Pima County School Warrants. 1877, MS.16 ... . -
Ibid.

17 ... .
On September 25, 1868, Arizona became a Vicariate Apostolic (R. E. 

Sloan, History of Arizona, III, p. 390).
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19
periodical trips to serve Tubac paritiiioners*

A religious group other than the Roman Catholics also showed

interest in the upper Santa Cruz'Valley in 1877. In February 1877,
- 20

a Mormon missionary party under Daniel 7f. Jones arrived in Tubas and

established headquarters. The members of the party worked all over
21  : .....  ■ - . .

southern Arizona, but especially among tiie Mexicans and Indians. Their

evangelization took them into Sonora in April and upon their return,
they worked in the region to the east of Tubac. Upon crossing the

San Pedro, however, considerable Apache danger was encountered so that

in December 1877 the Mormon missionaries left Tubac and returned to 22 .
Utah.

Life in Tubac in the late seventies probably revolved around 

school, religious devotion and the village store. The visits of 
Father Jourenceau were, without doubt, extraordinary events, but as 

to incidents actually taking place within the village, little is known. 

There is some evidence that old ruins were gradually being replaced with
23 .. ., ..... . .

new adobe houses, and that Tubac was being considered in July 1877 as a

18 ... - . ■ * . . -
The first six priests reached Tucson on February 5, 1870 (Arizona 

Daily Star. Tucson, July I909, p. 9).
Tucson Daily Bulletin. March 21. 1877. p. 1.

20 ,. . - . .. ..... . .• • .' . . / ■ .
Jones had been a Missouri volunteer in the Mexican War and had em

braced Mormonism upon his return from Mexico (J. H. McClintock, Mormon 
Settlement in Arizona, p. 199)•21 :. .

The members of the party included Helaman Pratt, James Z. Stewart, 
Isaac J. Stewart, Jouis Garff, George Terry and Meliton G. Trejo (Ibid.). 22 —

Ibid. It was decided to discontinue further missionary work in the 
border territories until Indian pacification (Ibid.).



24
likely site for headquarters of a new mining company. Two events

which have been recorded approached the calamitona, that of a fire in
the home of I.P. Ortiz on November 9, 1877, and that of a village
robbery in 1879* The conflagration in the Ortiz home started in a shed

attached to the house, but destruction of the residence was averted when
25

Tubac citizens turned out en masse and put out the fire. The village
robbery on February 4, 1879# threw the whole population into a fever of
excitement. A band of highwaymen entered town, raided the store after

lashing its proprietor to a tree and treating him to some of his own
mescal, and relieved everyone in sight of pocket cash on their way out 

26
of town. .

Inhabitants of the Tubac area, mostly Mexican by birth, made
their living upon small farms and ranches. However, Americans of
European extraction were responsible for most of the village enterprise.

27
Aside from the names of the residents and a few generalities concerning 

the activities of all, information about Tubac settlers is limited. It 
appears that everyone raised at least a few cattle and upon the big

23 ...........
8. C. T., Correspondent of the San Francisco Bulletin as found in 

The Arizona Sentinel. Yuma, VII, No. 50, March 22, 1879# p. 1.
24 ....... . ....

Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Tubac Mining and Milling 
Company. .limited, pp. .1-49. - The .Tubac Mining and Milling Company limited 
was formed.in .England in July 5, 1877, with a capital of 50,000pounds. 
There is no record that it ever located in Tubac, however.
25

The Arizona Citizen. Tucson, VIII, No. 49# p. 3.
26 ... .....................

"Life in Arizona Territory, February 4# 1879#" MS.# John 4. Rockfellow
Scrapbook. University of Arizona Library. . . . ; ........ .. .
27......

The names of the voters may be found in Pima County Great Registers, 
1880. 1882. 1884. .... ......
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28
ranches, the cattle industry mas quite extensive. The Mexicans raised 

quantities of tomatoes, chili and melons but had little taste for veg
etables such as carrots, beets, and cabbage which the other inhabitants

29
found to grow equally as well. Everyone lived in idobo dwellings and as

some of them were as old as the first Tubac garrison, they mast not have

presented a very prosperous appearance, even when remodeled. The homes
led one pioneer to remark: "The houses all had dirt roofs and every one
of them leaked. It usually rained in January and February, then when

the sun would come out you would see everyone putting out their quilts
30

and blankets to dry." •

Reminiscences of the same pioneer concerning T. Lillie Mercer and 

Sabino Otero, two of Tubac*s leading citizens, are also informative. 
Mercer was undoubtedly Tubac * s most active resident, a person unhindered 
by conventions. He had been born in Boston of an English family who had 

royal connections abroad. Reared and educated as a gentleman, he had an 
unusual flare for writing and kept detailed records of his activities 
while justice of the peace. He was very kind, especially to those who 

were ill or in need, and it was aaid by this fellow villager that he 
would have made a very good doctor had he been schooled in medicine. A 
wealthy brother-in-law had twice started him in the cattle business, 
financing each venture to the amount of $10,000. However, Mercer was 

no business man and lost everything on both occasions. Sometime during

28~ . .., ' '
Reminiscences of Sarah M. Black.

29 . . ' . ....“ ....
Ibid.

30
Ibid.
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1881 or 1882 His brother, Andrew, arrived from England with his very
31

pretty wife and three children. A scandal which quite rained T. Lillie's
reputation resulted when he influenced Andrew's wife to leave her husband

32
to marry him. However, Mercer' s education and. money were still very much

respected in Tubac, and he continued actively to influence village
affairs. Another resident of the Tubac area, Sabino Otero, was classed

as a "high-class Mexican," and was of an entirely different disposition.
He never meddled with anyone's business other than his own. Yet he was

among the first to act when solicited for aid or money for a worthy cause.
33

He was an excellent businessman and always paid his bills on time*
Sabino ranched the old Otero grant to the north of Tubac which he and his 
brothers had inherited. His herd of cattle was the largest in the area

and he employed about twenty vaguer os. There were times when he sold as
. . ...... 34much as $75,000 worth of beef upon the San Francisco market.

‘ ■ Aside from the recollections of Mrs. Black, the story of "most of 

the events taking place in the village of Tubac after 1880 must be 

gleaned from county records, and for this reason information about 

individual personalities and village activities are practically obscure. 
Capital and business interested in Santa Cruz Valley enterprise

31
Andrew Mercer's name is listed in the Great Register. Pima Ccun tv. 1882. 

but not in the one for 1880. ................................
32 '' ■ - - ■

Reminiscences of Sarah M. Black. Andrew Mercer seems to have left 
Tubac after the intrigue, "The Great Register. 1886. does not list his 
residence. ................. . .23 ' ~ .

Correspondence T. Lillie Mercer to Probate Judge F. D. Satterwhite,
May 4, 1887 (Probate Court file regarding townsite of Tubac, Office of 
Probate Judge, Pima County).
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had turned its attention h7 1880 to the ttrnn of Tucson to the north of 

Tttbac and Nogales to the saute. Conaequmtl^ Jurisam newspapers no 
longer had much concern over the little settlement struggling to regain 

its place in the valley after the fourth defeat of its enterprise.
School records, court files, registration lists and a feu church records, 
supplemented by the reminiscences of a few pioneers must be relied upon 
to reveal the history of modern Tubac.

The increasing population of the Tubac precinct during the late
seventies brought several citizens -who became leaders in the community
and whose names seem to be connected with much of later Tubac enterprise. .
The precinct registered forty-two voters in 1880, and among the newcomers

were Henry William Lowe, Dr* Henry C . Jessup, Joseph Kaphan, Frank Tompkins
35

and Frank F. Black. The,efforts of these new citizens added to those of 
Mercer, Jose and Jesus Burruel, Sabino Otero, Herreras and Glasman soon 

led to the establishment of the townsite of Tubac and the completion of 
the first- school building in the village. - .

Tubac1s status as a town had not been legally defined since the 

days of Mexican occupation although its site had been occupied periodi

cally by Americans since 1856. The first petition for the establishment 
v • 36. . . ' . A . ■ • : . : : . - : ; " • ■ '
of a townsite was filed in the office of Pima County Probate Judge

24 - .....  - .
Reminiscences of Sarah M. Black.35
Great Register. Pima County. 1880.

36 ....... :: . . .
On February 5, 1878, Charles Poston, I. P. Ortiz and Antonio G. 

Herreras as "occupants and owners of the townsite of the town of Tubac” 
claimed 640 acres of township twenty-one south, range thirteen east, Pima 
County, and made application to enter it at the United States Land Office 
at Florence ”in trust for occupants.” Commissioners were appointed to 
survey the townsite and improvements but no further action seems to have
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J. S. Wood on January 11, 1882. Portions of toimAip number twenty-one
south, range thirteen east, Pima County, comprising 160 acres were de-

37
clared townsite area by eleven signers. Judge.Wood accordingly entered 

the 160 acres "in the district of lands subject to sale at the land 

office at Tucson" in trust of the eleven applicants "who on the 11 Janu
ary 1882 and for a long time prior thereto have settled upon and improved

the same as a town site," and declared his intention to claim the tract
38

for the stated purpose, (to March 9, 1882, agreement m s  reached to pur-
39

chase the land at $1.25 per acre. Mercer offered to finance all pro
ceedings involved in the establishment of the grant with the understand
ing that a tax would be levied upon the village lots sufficient to reim-

40
burse him upon completion of legalities, and he advanced the $200 to pay

41- ' " 1
for the land immediately. The tract was then surveyed by S. M. Allis
and two.assistants, and upon completion of the survey, an elaborate map

been taken (Petition to Enter Townaite of Tubac. February 5, 1878 and 
Authorization.of.Commissioners for Survey. May 20, 1881, to.. Probate Court 
file regarding.townsite of Tubac,.Office of Probate Judge, Pima County.
37

Declaratory Statement for Townaite and Petition to Enter Townsite. 
January, 1882, MS., Probate Court.file,regarding townsite of Tubac. The 
eleven petitioners were as follows: (1) Dr. H. C. Jessup, (2) T. Lillie 
Mercer, (3) Frank Tompkins, (4) Jose A. Burruel, (5) Pasqual Megcry.
(6) Jesus Burruel, (7) Abram Salcido, (8) Bernardino Valenzuela, (9) Sabino 
Otero, (ID) Nicholas Herreras, (11) Guillernlo Reney (Ibid.).
38 ....

Application to Enter Townsite by Probate Judge. MS., Probate Court
file regarding townsite of Tubac. ............
39 . : ' . .

Application to Purchase Townaite. March 9, 1882, MS., Probate Court
file regarding townsite of Tubac.
40

Report of Commissioners. September 5, 1882, MS., Probate Court file 
regarding townsite.of Tubac. ’
41

Receipt in Payment of Townsite. MS., Probate Court file regarding 
townsite of Tubac.
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42
consisting of detailed plans for the growth of the town was prepared.

Tubac was laid out in fifty-eight blocks with the main highway

running through the center of town near the old plaza. The business

section, consisting of seven plots in 1882 and owned by Otero, Mercer,
Glasman and E. N. Fish, was grouped about the plaza at the intersection
of Otero and Main Streets, and plans facilitated its growth to the north
and east along these two streets as well as along Ash and Cottonwood.

The Santa Cruz River cut through the eastern corner of the town with

Willow Street on its west bank and East Street on the opposite side.

A bridge was to provide safe crossing. The old ruins cm the extreme
north end of town could be reached by way of Aztec Street. This was

the Tubac of the future as "village fathers" and surveyors planned it,
and the detailed plans were deposited in the office of the Pima County

43
Probate Judge for permanent record.

44
Judge Wood appointed commissioners on July 3,.1882, who determined

45
ownership of all the land and improvements included in the townsite,
and decided upon the method of taxation for payment of entrance pro- 

46 ' . .
ceedings. A Certificate of the Register of the Land Office at Tucson.

42. .. . . ... . ......  ..
For the payment of the survey and preparation of the map in duplicate, 

Mercer advanced another §200 (T. L. Mercer, Itemized Account. MS., Pro
bate Court file regarding townsite of Tubac). . .
43 - . ' . : '

Plan of Tubac Townsite, map, 1882, Probate Court file regarding town- 
site of Tubac.
44 - "

Commissioners appointed were H. W. Lows, Frank Girard and James Peters 
(Appointment of Commissioners. MS., July 3, 1882, Probate Court file re
garding townsite of Tubac).
45 ■ . . - :

The commissioners concluded that the ownership of the old ruins could 
not be decided upon, but legal notices of ownership of all land were pub
lished on September 5, 1882.
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Arizona Territory was then forwarded to the General Land Office of
the United States by Woods, and on December 30, 1#@4* RresMent-.

47
Chester A. Arthur completed authorisation of the Tubac grant. Txxbac 

thus assumed the legal status of an unincorporated village, and only 
the future could prove Mercer’s gamble to be a good or a poor invest
ment. - : ' ■" ' ' ' ' ■ •' ■ ’ ■' V - ■ - :

The year after Tubac*s status as a town was settled, the village 

citizens began work upon another project, that of a echoolhouse. It 

was built under the direction of Mercer and was of adobe construction

with a dirt floor. Upon its completion in 1885, school began in the
48

new building with Mrs. Sarah M. Black as teacher. There were from 
forty to fifty pupils that first year, most of them from the surround

ing rural area. As most of the students were of Mexican parentage,
49

the Spanish language had to be included in the curriculum.
That it was mainly Mercer *s leadership which brought about the 

erection of the new school building as well as the entrance of the 

Tubac townsite night lead one to guess that he was either a very civic 
minded .individual or a one-man chamber of commerce working to promote

* r —
The four businessmen who owned the seven plots of business section 

were taxed twenty-five dollars each; unimproved plots in the business 
district were taxed at five and ten dollars according to location and 
residence plots were taxed one dollar (Report of Commissioners, MS., 
Probate Court file regarding townsite of TubacTT
47 - . - ..

Certificate No. 214. made out by President Arthur, Probate Court 
file regarding townsite of Tubac.
48 - '

Sarah M. Black was the wife of John F. Black of Tubac. She had corns 
to Tubac in 1884 having taught the previous two years at Oro Blanco.
Mrs. Black held school in a room in the hotel at Tubac during the school 
year 1884-1885 (Reminiscences of Sarah M. Black). ..
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the development of Tubac* In reality, he probably was both. Mercer's
fortune depended upon reimbursement of his Investment in the townsite
procedure as well as the increment in valuation of the property which
he owned within the village. That Mercer's fortune was uncertain by

1885 was probably evident. Population of the surrounding region had
50

increased since 1876, but only moderately. There had been no trek back
to Tubac like there had been in 1865 and 1866 after the third abandon-

51
ment when precinct voters numbered 211 after one year of resettlement.

The school and business facilities at Tubac were probably not of the . 

kind to offer much inducement, aid the failure of United States to re

tain the Apaches upon a reservation was certainly a hindrance to the 
development of an area which had been so harassed in the past. Therefore, 
the year 1885 found a Tubac still struggling to regain its population 

and place as a business center in the upper Santa Crus Valley. The 

activity the first school building might bring would be welcomed, indeed2 

Even before the completion of Tubac's school, however, the Apache 
scourge again became a threat to rural valley settlement. Apache

49
Ibid.

50 .
Great Registers. 1880. 1882. 1886.
See page 175. 

52
Control of Indian reservations had passed from the War Department 

to an Indian Bureau with unfortunate results. Against the advice of 
the military, the Apaches were transferred from their several reserva
tions to one large reservation, the San Carlos in the White Mountains, 
to which many of the Indians objected particularly. After transfers 
effected in 1876 and 1877, there were periodical escapes which resulted 
in numerous renegade depredations. General Crook was finally recalled 
to duty, and the Apaches were again confined to San Carlos from 1883- 
1885 (H. H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico, dp. 565-571).
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chieftains Geronimo and Naohes and part of their GMricahua warriors
had again fled from the San Carlos Reservation into Sonora. Reinforced

by other renegades, they made frequent raids across the border to
53

terrorize Arizonans. Remembering the dreadful beatings of the past, 

even the inhabitants of the village were easily alarmed and frequently 
huddled together in one home or the store. A favorite pastime upon 

such occasions, that of telling Indian stories of earlier days, was
54

not of much help in dispelling the fears of the nervous congregation.

The enemy raiders of 1885 appeared in small numbers actually, and con
fined their depredations to the theft of livestock and horses. Tubac

did not lose a single citizen at the hands of the Apaches during this'
55

period. "

By the spring of 1886 Apache visits to isolated farms and ranches 
had again discouraged numbers of the rural population so that many of 

them again left their homes, some of them leaving the valley entirely. 

Work at Salero Mine was temporarily discontinued and normal business 
was paralyzed throughout the area. Indian activity finally became so 

great a threat that fifty-four men of the vicinity organized into a 

scout troop on June 2, 1866. Each member furnished his own horse so 
that the whole c ompany was mounted. Mercer became captain of the 
groupj H. W. Lowe, first lieutenant and Ram^n Sardina, second lieutenant. 
A signal station was established at Tubac and anotner in the Santa Ritas.

53 ........
Ibid., p. 571.

54 . . .
Reminiscences of Sarah M. Black.

55 ... . ....................
Ibid.
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On June 16 Captain Mercer requisitioned supplies from Fort Lowell,
receiving all that there eas on hand, amounting to fifty stands of

rifles and 1000 cartridges, but no belts or other equipment. There
was reason to believe that the Tubac Scouts might be called into

action immediately and the shortage in supplies was considered serious.
Trouble had become so menacing that the stage from Junction t© Nogales
was to be discontinued the following week, and general travel along the

56
highway was undertaken only by armed groups*

There is no known record of the activity of the-Tubac Scouts
during the following two months. Without dOubt, they added greatly to
the defense of the region, but it is rather doubtful that they engaged
in any skirmish with the Indians. The United States Indian campaign
commanded by General Nelson Miles was carried into Sonora during the
summer of 1886 with the result that Apache depredations within Arizona

were finally .brought to a conclusion. Geronimo and his remaining band

of twenty warriors were forced to surrender unconditionally in the
month of August and soon thereafter transported along with all the 

. : ' ' 57 . -
Chiricahua and Hot Spring Indians to Florida. Therefore, Tubac and
the Santa Cruz Valley was: rid at last of the threat that had robbed it
of its prosperity and security since the prizes of civilization had been

discovered and coveted by the ruthless Apache.
Though'the final Indian invasion of the upper Santa Cruz Valley

by no means resulted in its abandonment, it did have noticeable effects

56 ....... -. . .
Arizona Weekly Star. Tucson. June 17, 1886, p. 2.

57 . .
H. H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico, pp. 572-573*



upon the population. Hhereaa there -were forty-two registered voters
in the Tubac orecinct in 1882, there were only twenty-seven in 1886 

58
and again in 1888. Pasqual Megry, Frank Tompkins, Nicholas Herreras,
Henry Glasman and Dr. Henry Jessup were among those who left the region

59
and who did not return in succeeding years. The departure of Glasman 
which resulted in the closing of Tubac * a one hotel and the loss of 
Dr. Jessup were especially hard blows to the village.

The years immediately following the termination of Indian hostil

ities saw no revival of interest in business in Tubac. It appeared 

that further growth of Santa Cruz Valley enterprise would take place 
in Tucson and Nogales, and that Tubac would eventually become a ghost 
town. By May 1887 T. Lillie Mercer realized that his investment in the 
townsite of Tubac was practically a total loss, and as he turned over 
all the townsite papers on May 4> 1887, to Probate Judge F. D. Satter— 
white, he requested settlement of his accounts

The residents were all notified last October (1886) but 
none of them came to settle their assessments except 
Sabino Otero.... If no settlement be made by a reasonable 
time, (they have now had seven months instead of ninety 
days as law requires) I request that deeds for same be 
executed and the properties disposed of according to law... 
taking care no great expense is involved as the property is 
worth little.
I am anxious to have it settled as it has been an unfortunate 
investment for me...I’ve been out of my money for five years 
...and the entire townsite is next to worthless. "When we 
entered the town in March 1882, there was every prospect of 
the investment being a good one but you are aware of what it 
is now.... *

58 . .
Great Registers. 1882. 1886. 1888.

59 . . . ,
Ibid., and also Great Registers for succeeding years.
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Should the properties be put up mi pufoldto sale, please 
notify roe. Should no better figures be offered, I would 
take them at the assessment value on the account standing 
to my credit as balance of old account.

61
It seems doubtful that Mercer1s account ever was settled, and he left

Tubac sometime between 1888 and 1890 unrewarded for his ten years of
62

consistent efforts to restore the little village.
With the departure of Mercer from Tubac and also that of Sabino

63
Otero shortly before, business activity within the town mist have

practically halted. The Otero store may have continued in operation

under new management, but there is no definite record that it did.

Except for the Blacks and the Kaphans in Tubac and the Lowes who
64

ranched near Tumacacori, the remaining residents of the area seem to
65

have consisted largely of the Mexican element. .

Whether or not there was a still further exit of Tubae settlers 
between 1890 and 1900 is hard to say. The precinct registers seem to

60 . ............................

Correspondence of T. Lillie Mercer to Probate Judge F. D. Satter- 
white. May 4, 1887, Probate Court file regarding townsite of Tubac.
Mercer•s account of his .investment accompanied,the above communication, 
in which he stated loss at $902.91, including interest of two percent 
over the four year period.
61 : . ' ,

The Probate Court of Pima County recorded no settlement of Mercer’s 
account.
62 ; -

The Great Register. 1888 is the last one on which Mercer1 s name appears.
63 •- * * * .

Otero moved to Tucson (Correspondence of Mercer to Probate Judge 
Satterwhite, Probate Court file regarding townsite of Tubac).
64 ' : - / . , ■ •' ; ■ ■

Henry William Lowe had died in 1893* A son, William, was a rancher 
near Tumacacori. He later moved to Tubas (Recollections- of William 
Lowe upon interview September 1948).
65 ■ - . : . .. . :

Great Register. 1890. ' ‘ :
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record fewer voters then, usual during that period, -but the possibility

exists that there was less interest among Mexican citizens than usual
66

in the polls during those ten years. The numbers of pupils attending
67

the school at Tubac continued to increase throu^iout the nineties,

indicating a stable if not increasing population in which a greater
number of the Mexican children were induced to make use of the educar-

68
tional facilities in the district.

After her coming to Tubac in 1884, Sarah M. Black had continued
!

to reside in the village and teach the steadily increasing number of

pupils for several years, and when she left the district to teach
69

elsewhere, her husband, John, succeeded her* In January 1894 both John

and Sarah Black received life diplomas from the Pima County Superintend-
70

ent of School's office. With District Number Four barely able to take
71care of its more than 130 students from 1893 to 1896, another school

district was finally carved from the Tubac area, cutting down the
72 : ' : - -

school attendance the following year. Hr. Black continued teaching at 
' . ; . : . . ; ' 73

Tubac until June 1899 • His salary of seventy-five dollars per month

66 ■. . .

Great Register, 1890. recorded sixteen registrants; that of 1892, 
thirteen registrants; 1894. twenty; 1896. twenty-five and 1898. twenty- 
four. Few of the Mexican population were able to read or write, cer
tainly a hindrance in the exercising of their voting privilege (Recol
lections of William Lowe upon interview),
67

School Census Reports for the school years ending June 1893, 1894#
189o and 1898, Annals Collection, University of Arizona Library.
68

Of the 118 pupils attending school in the year 1892-1893# twenty- 
four of them were foreign born and eighty-seven were of foreign born 
parents (Ibid., 1893). Of the 139 pupils in tee year 1893-1894, fifteen 
were foreign born and 119 were of foreign born parents (Ibid,. 1894).
Of the 135 pupils in the year 1895—1896, only two were foreign born but 
126 had foreign born parents (Ibid.. 1896).
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was hardly indicative of tiie fact that he still enrolled en attendance
74

of from eighty to ninety pupils.

During the 1890«s,while the rapidly growing school population in
terested upper valley settlers in better educational facilities, a new 

community pride seemed to develop simultaneously. The growth of Nogales 

had made the region somewhat self-sufficient from a business standpoint, 
and cleavage between the Tucson and Nogales areas became apparent as 

diversity of problems created conflicting interests. Southern Pima 
County began to feel outvoted and overruled in state and county govern

ment by the more populous district to the north, and demands for legis-
75

lative consideration too often resulted in stalemate. The distance be
tween Nogales and Tucson and the condition of the roads added to the 
division of the two sections of county. Even the discontinuance of the

69 .
There seems to be no record indicating just when Sarah Black left 

Tubac. She was still teaching in District Number Four in 1886 when 
her salary was increased to eighty dollars per month (Day Book. Pima 
County Superintendent of Schools. 1886-1887. Annals Collection, Univer
sity of Arizona Library).. ...........
70

Minute Book. Pima County Superintendent of Schools. 1884-1894. Annals 
Collection, University.of Arizona Library. ..............
71

See footnote 68.
72

Report of the Governor of Arizona to the Secretary of the Interior. 
1896. p. 125. and Ibid., 1897. p. 128. This was the.second partition of 
the Tubac district, the first one being in July 1880 when the Harshaw 
Camp district was formed (Historical Records Survey, No* XU, Inventory 
of the County Archives of Arizona. Santa Cruz County, p. 14)* .......

Register of School Warrants. Santa Cruz County. Arizona. 1899-1913•
74 .......... ........

School Census Reports for the school years ending June 1897 and 1898. 
Annals Collection, University of Arizona Library.
75 Historical Records Survey, No. XII, Inventory of the County Archives 
of Arizona. Santa Cruz County, p. 9»
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ministrations of the Tucson Catholic clergy in the Tubac area aided
in the severance of relationship with Tucson and facilities there.

The first resident parish priest had arrived in Nogales in 1897,
and with his ccaning Tubac had become a mission of the Nogales circuit.

Father Julio Gheldoff ministered to the Catholics of southern Pima
76

County until 1899 when he was replaced by Father J. B. Schmitt.
The increasing independence of the upper Santa Cruz Valley region 

and its growing community spirit soon resulted in demands for the crea
tion of a new county in the vicinity of Nogales. Demands were first made 

in the Pima County legislative assembly in 1895 following a petition for 

such legislative enactment by ninety percent of the citizens and tax- 

payers in the area. No action was taken, however, regarding the proposed 

Grant County. On January 25, 1899, demands were again made in the 
assembly for the formation of a new county. The pxpounded Papago County 

which was to include much of the large Papago Indian Reservation was 

Mdesigned to rectify the unequal distribution of expenditure being made 
on improvements and developments in Pima County.” After amendment and 

subsequent defeat of the proposal, a substitute bill for the creation of 

Santa Cruz County was introduced on March 4, 1899. Known as House Bill 
Number 108, it passed the house and council and m s  signed by Governor

N. 0. Murphy on March 15, 1899* Southern Arizona, including Tubac and 
' - ' . ' ■ ■ / 77
vicinity, in this manner became a part of the new county of Santa Cruz.

76' ....
Nogales Herald. November 15, 1919, p* 4*
Ibid.



CHAPTER IX 
Modern Tnbao

With the creation of Santa Cruz County at the turn of the century, 
a period of renewed activity began for Tubae. During the next forty- 

eight years the little village finally found what appears to be a more 

permanent status in the upper Santa Cruz Valley. Modern Tubac is a 

picturesque little hamlet but a half mile to the east of the busy 

Tucson-Nogales highway. It still has the largest village school in the 
region, and its citizens remain steadfast in the Faith brought to the 

valley by the early Spanish padres. The surrounding area produces 

quality beef as it did during early years of American occupation, and 
Mexican laborers from Tubac find steady employment upon the large 

ranches in the vicinity.

The establishment of the Santa Cruz County government effected
no great changes in valley enterprise or population. However, school

districts were re-designated; precincts were re-apportioned and regional
loyalty continued to develop. Tubac school district became District 

1 2
Number Five, Tubac precinct, number three. At the first Santa Cruz 

County election held in November 1900, Walter E. LaPlante was chosen 1

1 .
Designated by the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors cm April 

24, 1899 (Historical Records. Survey, No". X U ,  Inventory of the County 
Archives of Arizona. Santa Cruz County, p. 15). ...... .. ........
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3
justice of the peace of Tubac and Jose A* Burrttel^ constable*

The enrollment of the Tubac school probably ooBtimedl about the 

same for the first two years of administration by the Santa Gruz County- 

board of education as it had as a district of Pima County, but a change 

in teaching personnel in District Number Five came innediately* Sarah, 

and then John Black had been the only school teachers the Tubac children 
had known in the fifteen years prior to the formation of the new county, 
but during the summer of 1899 John Black’s license was revoked by

4
Theodore Sprecker, first Santa Cruz County superintendent of schools,

and Miss Della Johnson taught the Tubac school for the following two
5

years. . ~

By 1902 the Sopor! School District was created, taking seme of
the students from District Number Five and thus relieving the teaching6
situation for a few years* Anna Pugh was contracted to teach the 1902-

3 -. '
Ibid.. pp. 272-275* La Plante succeeded J. F. Black but Burruel was 

elected for his second tera(Ibid.). La Plante had moved into the precinct 
sometime between 1894 and 1896 (Great Register, Pima County, 1894 and 1896%  ____....  —
4 . .
A complaint and petition of the citizens of Tubac asking for the cancel

lation of Black’s certificate was filed in the office of the superintendent 
on August 19, 1899. Black failed to answer the summons to appear before 
the board of examiners to defend the charges against him of *immoral and 
unprofessional conduct.1’ It was said that he was "much addicted to the 
use of intoxicating liquors and was seen both in and out of school in an 
intoxicated condition." The board of examiners recommended that his li
cense be revoked (Record Book of the Santa Cruz County Superintendent of 
Schools. 1899-1928. I. dp. 8-4% . . . . . , . ............ .....
5 • • • ....  ■
. Register of School Warrants, Santa Cruz County. Arizona, 1899-1913.
Della Johnson’s salary was fifty dollars per month for the school.year 
1899-1900, sixty-five dollars for the following year (Ibid.).
6
Historical Records Survey, XII, Inventory of the County Archives of 

Arizona, Santa Cruz County, pp. 15-16.
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1903 session but resigned February 23, 1903* and William Barrett then
7

substituted until James Cowan was hired to complete the school year.

Cowan remained at Tubac until 1905# end from 1905 until 1913 District
.8

Number Five had a new teacher every year, all of them female but one.

E. B. Oreenough, teacher of the 1907-4908 session found a considerably
improved school building with the beginning of classes in September.

During the summer the school had been remodeled somewhat and construction
of a new addition had been completed • The whole building also had a new 

9
floor and roof. The extra space furnished by the new facilities probably.

10
accommodated the thirty-four pvpils enrolled that year quite conveniently. 
The growth in school population, however, continued in succeeding years 

so that in another ten year period Tubac village school was again crowded 
in spite of the new addition to the building.

The steadily increasing enrollment of District Number Five indicates 
a general growth of population in the Tubac area, a growth, in fact, 

which has continued throughout the first half of the twentieth century. 
Though the Tubac precinct was re-apportioned with the establishment of 
Santa Cruz County, one cannot fail to note that oven with a - smaller area, 

the population gain of the precinct was greater: during the first four

7
• Register of School Warrants. Santa Cruz County. Arizona. 1899-1913.
Ibid. James Cowan received a salary of seventy-five dollars per month 

the first year; eighty, the second and eighty—five the third year. The 
two teachers following Cowan received eighty dollars; the next three, 
seventy-five (Ibid.). ‘
9
Reminiscences of William Lowe, Tubac- school trustee 1905—1940, as inter

viewed. - 
10

Tubac Territorial School Register. 1907-1908.
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11
years of the new century than in previous years. By the tine the re
turns of the United States census for the year 1910 were complete,

32
Precinct Number Three boasted a population of 443 people. During the 
next ten-year period the effects of the first world war and the Baca 

Float decision retarded settlement, but there was no noticeable loss of
13

population. The upward trend continued again following the war and
14

during the ensuing depression. Modern methods of irrigation, the return 
of prosperity and the popularisation of Arisona as a health resort prob
ably account for the rapid settlement of the region since 1930. Popula
tion of Precinct Number Three increased nearly fourfold in the ten-year

15
period prior to 1940.

During the first years of the twentieth century, the village of
Tubac seemed to grow as did its school, while the surrounding district
became more and more settled. People continued to congregate within

the village for religious services though no church had replaced the16
ruins of the ancient Santa Gertrudis. Father G. Musrer of Sacred Heart

11- ..........................

The Great Register. Santa Cruz County. 1904. records a number of 
fifty-six voters within the precinct.. This may be compared with the 
Pima County records far the previous ten years. See page 202, footnote 66. 
12 • .

Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Thirteenth Census of the 
United States. II, p. 72.
13 ■ . - • .

Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Fourteenth Census of the 
United States. I, p. 342, records a population of 437 people for 1920.
14

Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Fifteenth Census of the 
United States. I, p, 97, records a population,of.515 people for 1930.
15 ..... . .

Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census, Sixteenth Census of the 
United States. I, p. 440, records a population of 1,958 people for 1940.
16

Church was held in the school building. Santa Gertrudis mis
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in Nogales served the parishioners from 1900 to 1905 and Father Louis
17

Duval followed Muerer. Beginning with Father Duval catechism classes

were held in the village and students were confirmed by Bishop Henry 
13 19

Granjon and Father Duval as early as August 1907. Business enterprise
was also resumed within the village during this period, beginning with

20
the opening of a small store in 1904 by William Lowe. In 1905 the store
building was enlarged te provide postal facilities and Lowe was appointed21
postmaster of Tubac, a position he held until 1940. In 1910 a spur ef

the Southern Pacific Railway was constructed from Tucson to Nogales,
22

passing through Tubac to the oast of the Santa Cru# River. Tubac resi

dents rejoiced over the coming of the railroad which greatly facilitated
communication and transportation and brought promises of increasing23
activity within the village.

completely.in ruins by 1900. Parts of the walls ami a high foundation 
still remained in a crumbling condition and were used for a pig sty by 
an unsentimental villager. Many a schoolboy demonstrated his prowess 
during recess by walking atop the crumbling foundation, but only too often 
was he shoved within the sty among the grunting pigs by prankish playmates 
(Reminiscences of William L m m  upon interview).
17

Nogales Herald. Noventoer 15, 1919, p. 5.
18 .....

H. Granjon was the third vicar apostolic of the Tucson diocese. He 
had succeeded the Right Reverend P. Bourgade in 1898 (R. K. Sloan, op. 
tit., II, p. 391).
19

The Oasis. Nogales. IX, No. 17, August 31, 1907, p. 3»2 0  .......
Lowe had moved to Tubac from a ranch (property inherited by his wife) 

across from the Tumacacori Mission in 1903 (Reminiscences of William 
Lowe upon interview).
21

Ibid.
22 .. . . : - '

The railroad passed directly through the old Lowe property so that the 
v house in which young William had been reared and which had been built by 

his father had to be torn down (Ibid.).



Tubac'g greatest need in 1910 w s  for a house of worship, and

under Duval’s energetic direction plans were made for a Catholic
church. Dances were held in the school building for the purpose of
raising necessary funds, and everyone in the surrounding countryside
attended whether a parishioner or net. By 1911 enough money was on

hand to begin construction, and builders were found within the parish

to provide the labor. The new church of St. Anne’s was raised upon

the foundation of the ruined visita church and was completed during 
24

1912. .
In the years immediately following the completion of St. Anne’s, 

Tubac became the social and shopping center of the surrounding rural 
area, and the hardships encountered during the first world war served 

to strengthen the newly formed community ties. Arizona had become the 

forty-eighth state in the Union with its admission to statehood on 
February 14, 1912, and with the entrance of the United States into 

the war, shared the burdens and emergency of American participation in 
the conflict. There were the common problems of the draft and war
time shortages to be considered; there were Liberty Bond campaigns and 

Red Cross work to engage community groups. Like other small villages 
of that time, Tubac contributed endeavor, money and lives to the war 
effort. _
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23 ■ . ‘ ; . . .
Ibid.

24 , .
Ibid. There was no floor within the church, and pews were of rough 

hewn lumber (Reminiscences of Louisa Rojas upon interview April 1948).
25

Reminiscences of "William Lowe upon interview.



- 211 -

Among the many problems confronting the American government during
the course of the war were a few old controversial issues which had
failed to receive definite action in previous year. They were frequently
revived by interested parties in the hopes that they would be disposed
of during the exigencies of war • Such seemed to be the case with the

Baca Float controversy which had remained practically forgotten since
1864, and which so vitally concerned the Tubac region. The problem of
legal ownership of the Baca grant was placed before the Supreme Court
in 1914 with the result that a decision was handed down in favor of the
Baca heirs. Pursuant to this decision, in 1917 the United States District.
Court at Tucson served an eviction notice upon the thirty-nine settlers

in the region between Tubac and Calabasas, which finally forced them to
26

leave the farms they had homesteaded.
The effects of the Baca Float settlement upon those residing in the 

disputed area can only be compared to the effects of the Apache raids 

upon previous settlers. Anger, then discouragement, and finally the 
disillusionment accompanying defeat was experienced by the ejected. 
Typical of the reactions is the following account as it was recalled 

by Sarah Blackj

Yes they took ny ranch away. That Baca Float grant is a 
history in itself but they came and put everybody off their 
land. That was after Mr. Black died in 1911* We thought 
we might lose out, but we didn't expect they'd put off 
settlers who had lived here for years.

My land looked like an auc tion yard. They put everything

26   ' . • •
Historical Records Survey, XII, Inventory of the County Archives of 

Arizona, Santa Cruz County, p. 19.
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out-of-doors, the furniture and dishes and everything.
It was the most brutal thing that ever happened. I don’t 
know as I cared so much, but it was pretty hard for the 
people who were too old to begin again. I don’t believe 
they could have done it in England or Germany either.

We had 240 acres here. Mr, Black had built this house.... 
We had two rooms....- I decided that they would have to put 
me off. They wanted to do me favors but I wouldn’t take 
any favors. They offered to pay ms ten dollars for my 
land to rent it but I wouldn’t take it.
They sent for the United States Marshal to put me off.
They wanted me to come off, but I said, "No, I’m going 
to be put off like the rest. I told Mr. W. E. Boulin 
he could send an officer.... I lived there six or 
eight months after that,2?

The plight of the Baca Float settlers was brought to the attention
of Congress largely through the efforts of Congressman Carl Hayden, and
in 1921 a bill was finally passed for the relief of those who had been

28
deprived of their land by the Supreme Court decision. The dispossessed 
were thereby reimbursed two acres for one in any unsettled area they 

might choose to inhabit. This might have been a very acceptable relief 

measure had there been any fertile valley land remaining in Arizona 
which had not already been homesteaded. Consequently, four of the 
unhappy settlers, including William Lowe who had lost his father’s 160 
acres of ranch lands just to the east of the village of Tubac as well 
as his wife’s property at Tumacacori, decided to keep their case in court

27. :..
Reminiscences of Sarah M. Black. Sarah Black died on January 13, 1929, 

at the age of ninety-five years at Carmen, Arizona, two miles south of 
Tubac. She had been an Arizona teacher for more than thirty years.
Burial took place at Tubac where most of her life had been spent (Arizona 
Daily Star. Tucson, January 15, I929).
28. .

Nogales Herald. June 7, 1921, p. 1.
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as long as they could afford to or until a more acceptable relief

measure was offered. As long as the issues remained before court, the
Baca heirs could not legally *use or dispose of the coveted property,

and so a compromise measure was finally offered in 1926, and the suit was.

promptly removed from court. The homesteaders could then buy back
29

their land for one-half of the assessed price.

During the years of the administration of the Baca Float decision,
several post-war improvements were made within the village of Tubac.
The store building had long been too small to permit an adequate supply
of merchandise to meet the demands of its customers, and there was need
of a separate room to accommodate the pest office. For these reasons
William Lowe undertook to adjust his enterprise to the increased amount

of business, and in 1916 built a new store and post office. The crowded

old building was torn to the ground to allow for a completely new one,
which even in the present accommodates Tubac*s one business establishment.

A dwelling was also erected behind the store and was occupied by the
30

William Lowe family until 1940.
Needs for a recreation hall of some sort within the village

had been manifested throughout the war years. The schoolhouse had been
31

divided into a two room unit in 1914, and no longer supplied the

29
"Reminiscences of William Lowe upon interview. Lowe bought back 120 

acres of ranch lands to the west of the old Tunacacori Mission for 
fifty dollars per acre (Ibid.).
30

Ibid.

School enrollment of sixty-five pupils, with an average daily attend
ance of forty-eight, during the school year 1913-1914 permitted the 
establishment of a two room system (Tubac School Registers for the years 
ending June 1914 and June 1915).
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necessary floor space for community gatherings. There was no other 
building suitaole for public use. Through the private enterprise of 
Theofilo Otero, however, a suitable hall was constructed to the rear 

of the school, and was henceforth available for village activities.
The Saturday night dance became a weekly event, and many a social

. 33gathering was held in Otero Hall.
Though the church of St. Anne was practically new, it was among 

those Tubac buildings which were in urgent need of attention after the 
emergency of the war had nassed. Since its completion in 1912, it had 

become apparent that the church had been built too high for the width 

of its foundation. The walls had gradually cracked under the stress 
of. the great weight which was held aloft, and the church threatened to 

collapse. Carpenters were consulted, but they all agreed that the 
walls of St. Anne's could not be .sufficiently braced to counteract the 
sideward thrust upon them,and that the roof would eventually cave with
in. By 1920 the prediction had come true, and St. Anne's lay a broken 
heap of rubble. However, parishioners had been prepared for the necessity 
of construction of a new church so that the site was cleared and re

building commenced almost immediately. A narrower foundation was made, 
and the modern white frame building was erected which is still the most 
imposing edifice within the village. The new church of St. Anne's 

boasted of hardwood floors, comfortable pews and modest adornment.

32 . . . . .
Theofilo Otero was the youngest brother of Sabino Otero and managed 

Rancho Otero after Sabino's death (Reminiscences of William Lowe upon • 
interview).
33 '
" Ibid. . . .
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Father Duval, nho had returned frcsa a brief period of service in
Tucson during the -war, took up his work in the new church and served

34
Tubac mission as well as his Nogales parish until his death in 1946.

During the ten year period following the construction of the modern

church of Tubac, the village experienced the most activity it has known

since its final occupation in 1876» The school, the church and the

community hall supplied the social needs of the surrounding ranching
population, and a second store which opened under Chinese proprietor-

35
ship increased shopping facilities for several years. Postal accommo
dations, which were comparable to those of many larger Arizona villages, 
consisted of two trains a day operating between Tucson and Nogales and

providing the connecting link in communication between the United States
36

and west coast of Mexico.

In postal service Tubac offered a combination of the modern and 

antiquated, for although mail arrived at the Tubac station by train, 
it was picked up there by burro-carrier and brought to the post office. 

This practice was initiated by the postmaster to assure the safe con
veyance of the mail across the Santa Gruz River which was seasonally 

37
swollen by floods. The responsibility of-the mail delivery was entrusted

34 -v. ... ' .  ̂ ' - -
Ibid, as well as recollections of Louisa Rojes upon interview.

Father Francis J. O'Reilly succeeded Duval and continues to serve
St. Anne's congregation during the present time (Correspondence from the
Reverend Francis J. O'Reilly, March 29, I948).
35
V Reminiscences of William Lowe upon interview. The .new shop was 
opened in the same building which once housed the office of The Arizonian.36 -------------

Ibid.
37 v ;

The village of Tubac never did grow beyond the river. Therefore no
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to old Ramon Quintero -who often forded the river during the spring

time, holding the mail sack high above his head to keep its precious 
contents dry. The reliability of old Ramon and his faithful burro
became a tradition in Tubac, and in this -ray he served his fellow

38
villagers for more than twenty years.
: School enrollment which had increased to such an extent- that it
justified the employment of a second teacher in 1914j leveled off during
the 192O’s. Mr. S. H. Beattie who had taught in Tubac one year prior

to the division of the eight grades into two rooms, taught grades four

to eight, and continued as principal of Tubac State Graded School un~
; • 39

til 1928.; In addition to his work as a teacher Mr. Beattie was a

naturalist and:botanist, collecting nearly every kind of plant thrive
40

ing in the vicinity. He was succeeded by E. P. Williams of Tucson
41

who remained at Tubac until 1935.

During Williams' principalship the enrollment of District Number
Five again grew to such an extent that school facilities at Tubac were

entirely inadequate. Where there had been but fifty-seven pupils
attending classes during Williams first year at Tubac, there were 
' ' ' " 42
eighty-seven during the 1930—1931 session. Construction began that

permanent bridge ever provided crossing from the station to the village.
38

Ibid., and C. Abbott, "Carrying the Mail to Tubac," Arizona Highways. 
XVII,-.May .1941, p. 36. Quintero carried the mail until the Tubac post 
office was discontinued. He died in 1947 (Reminiscences of Louisa Rojes 
upon interview).
39 ....

Tubac School Registers, for the years 1913 through 1928.
40

Reminiscences of Louisa Rojes, Tubac school janitoress for twenty- 
four years, as interviewed April 1948.
41 ' ' - ■ ' ■ ' •
: Tubac School Registers. for the years 1928 through 1935.
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spring to provide an additional school room so that the grades could 
43

be further divided, and a third teacher was hired for the following
year. " Therefore,the average of thirty-two pupils per instructor during

44
the .1931-1932 session provided a normal teaching load. However, attend
ance continued to increase within the next two years so that there were

45
125 students enrolled in 193^ with promises of still larger classes in
the future. Consequently, a fourth teacher was hired in 1934# and an

average of thirty-five pupils per teacher during the 1934-1935 school
46

year again presented a more ideal teaching situation. Though the oppor

tunities for quality instruction had been improved, the physical plant
47

was inadequate to accommodate the 137 pupils and an extra teacher.
The problem was finally solved when the community hall was rented from

Theofilo Otero and equipped to provide a fourth school room. Otero Hall
48

has been used to house the primary grades ever since.
The year following the resignation of Principal Williams marked

49
the highest enrollment the Tubac school has ever known, but attendance

42 ,
Tubac School Registers, for the years 1928-1929 and 1930-1931,

43
Bonds for $5,000 were issued for.the new school addition in 1929 

(Historical Records Survey, XII, Inventory to the County Archives of 
Arizona. Santa Cruz County, p. 16&. . ............
44 * ' - •

Tubac School Register for the school year 1931-1932.
45 : .

Ibid.. for the school year 1933-1934• «
46

Ibid., for the school year 1934-1935.
4? -  ̂ .Ibid. -
48 . . - . -

The hall was rented from Otero at a cost of $200 per year. In 1938 
Otero deeded the building to the school district with the understanding 
that it be used only for school purposes (Reminiscences of William Lowe 
when interviewed).
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continues well above 100 students even today. District Number. Five
remained a four teacher school until 1942 when enrollment decreased
to between ninety and 100 pupils for a two year period and continued

. 5 0
approximately the same in number until 1945. However, during the past

51
three years attendance has again exceeded the 100 mark, and the rein
statement of a fourth teacher in the future is very probable. There has 

been a succession of six different principals at Tubac since Williams*
departure in 1935, Mrs. Mabel Eentf row of Tucson being the last in 

52
charge. Among Mrs. Rentfrow's accomplishments has been the organization

53
of the boy scout troop in 1947 and the girl scouts in 1948#

Though the rapid growth in valley population in the years follow

ing 1930 brought, a greater number of grade school students to Tubac 

than ever before, the little hamlet was not similarly favored. Popula
tion within the village declined somewhat, and the possibilities of its 

being able to attract additional small businesses to its community were 

practically eliminated. Probably the greatest single reason for the 
stalemate in Tubac1s growth in spite of increasing regional settlement

49
There were 148 pupils during the school year 1935-1936. The 1938-1939 

session followed second in attendance with 1̂ 2 students (Tubac Shool 
Registers for the school years 1935-1936 and 1938-1939).
50

Ibid.. for the school years 1935-1945. . - .
51

Ibid., for the school years 1945-1948.
52 .. ... ' '

Ibid., for the school years 1935-1948. The six principals are as 
follows: (1) J. Walker Raymond, 1935-1937, (2) Charles G. Conley, 1937- 
1940, (3) F. 0. Bishop, 1940-1943, (4) Margaret Hughes, 1943-1944, (5) 
Mary F. Hash, 1944-1945, (6) Mrs. Mabel Rentfrow, 1945-1948 (Ibid.)..
53 ' , - - - •' v -

Arizona Daily Star, Tucson, May 23, 1947, p. 6, and personal inform
ation given by Mrs. Rentfrow upon interview in April 1948.
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was the re-routing of the Tucson-Nogales highway in 1930. With the
building of the new road, the village was put off the main highway a

54
half mile and no longer shared the business of the passing traffic. 
Furthermore, the increasing numbers of automobiles and the ease of 
travel on the new road which was eventually black-topped, shifted the 
social and business center of the surrounding rural area to Nogales 
and Tucson.

Another reason for the discontinuance of Tubac’s growth may be 
found in the resettlement of nearby Santa Cruz Valley lands with a new 
type of inhabitant. The population attracted to the ranches in the 
vicinity of Tubac during the depression years and immediately there

after were very different in nature from the early pioneers whose only 

thought had been to make a modest living from the fertile valley soil, 

spending the fruits of their labors and their leisure-time activities 

in their own community with fellow settlers. These new inhabitants, 
on the other hand, were easterners, most of them looking for a safe 
investment for fortunes already made, fearing the future with its im
pending social change. Many came to the valley to retire or to rest 

in the land of unfailing sunshine. They all found ways to increase 
their fortunes. Their money introduced a new kind of ranching, fine 

stables, sleek riding horses, scientific cultivation, four car garages

54 ... .
The original state highway followed a circuitous route through the 

center of the village and was used until in the 1920's when a crescent 
curve was built so that the highway skirted the edge of the town. In 
1931 the curve was conpletely eliminated (Recollections of Mrs. J. R. 
"Whiting, Proprietor of the Casa del Pueblita, when interviewed in 
April 1948, and William lows when interviewed in September 1948).
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and private planes# In 1929 three of these easterners, Hubert Merri- 
weather, T. T. Pendleton of the Texas Oil Company of Fort Worth and 
his brother. Jams, bought 70,000 acres of the Baca Float grant of 
land south of Tubac. . Their ranch known as Baca Float Incorporated 
grazes thousands of cattle while others are held as feeder stock in 
pens. To the west of Tubac is the Kenyon guest ranch run by the

55
William T. Allens of Glendale, Ohio, and to the north is Rancho Otero
owned by Mrs. Joanna Fay Davis who formerly commuted by private plane

between it and her home in Boston. Rancho Otero is now among the most
profitable of the cotton farms in the valley. In 1931 Frank Colishaw
of the advertising department of Macy’s in New York acquired 35,000

acres of the old San Jose de Sonolta land grant and began raising .
thoroughbreds, and in December of that same year E. 0. Shankle, army

aviator from Boston, bought the 400 acre Thomas Casanega ranch adjoin-
56

ing Tubac on the south with the intention of running a thoroughbred
stock farm. These are the ranches which occupy the immediate vicinity 

57
of Tubac. All of their owners are people of means who still look to 
eastern cities to provide luxuries Tubac residents could never hope to 

acquire. The magnitude of their business and personal needs could 

never be supplied by a small rural village, nor would their tastes per 
mit them to share leisure-time activity with villagers who labor upon

5 5  .....
These are lands of the original Otero LandGrant of 1789.

56
Thomas D. Casanega, grandson of pioneer Pete Kitchen, had farmed 

the land adjoining Tubac for forty years (Bernice Cosulich, "Three 
Centuries of Tubac History," Arizona Highways. VIII, No. 10,.October 
1942, p. 14). , „ - .
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their ranches. Thus had it not been for the few jobs created by- 
ranching enterprise and taxes which everyone shares, life in Tubac 
would have remained unaltered by the presence of the neighboring 

ranching population.
. The business which was conducted in Tubac during the 1930*s,

though somewhat diminished in amount, continued under the management

of William Lowe until 1940 when he retired and moved to Tucson. It
was then leased to T. McGruder who kept the store and post office for

six months. At the end of that period the lease was transferred to

another proprietor by the name of Smith who remained in Tubac for only
three or four months. Smith was not capable of handling the postal

department during the time he was in charge of the business, and for

this reason the post office closed. Then upon the departure of Smith,
the store was also closed, and Tubac was left for some time without

58 .
any kind of a village market.

From 1941 to 1946 the Lowe property was rented for short periods
upon several different occasions. No one seemed content with Tubac*s
business opportunities, however, and no one stayed longer than six 

59
months. The rest of the time the property, with the exception of the 
residence, lay idle. The Lowe home was rented by members of the United 

States Border Patrol after 1943# and it became living quarters for

57............
. Ibid.
58.. -

Reminiscences of William Lowe.
59

The difficulties all business encountered during war-time shortages 
may have had something to do with repeated failures.
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60
immigration officers for several years.

The post office in Tubac was never reopened after Smith1s failure

to qualify as a postmaster. Mail arrived by track from Tucson instead,
and Tubac became a rural route. In 1947 the post office at Tumacacori61
was opened and Tubac now receives delivery upon one of its routes.

Tubac*s store, on the other hand, reopened in 1946 and has con
tinued to serve the village quite consistently since then. During 
1946 Lowe's youngest son, Benjamin, leased his father’s property and 

purchased the stock remaining in the market place. As Benjamin had 

steady employment managing the Nogales Safeway market, he employed a 
relative, Margaret Echert, to take charge of his business in Tubac.
Miss Echert ran the store until the spring of 1943 when she accepted 

another job as maid at the Valleverde Ranch near the village. The 

store was then closed until the fall of 1948 when Benjamin Lowe gave
up his position in Nogales and moved to Tubac to resume the business

62
his father had so successfully engaged in for thirty-five years,

Benjamin Lowe is an enterprising businessman, and he did not 
trade a successful career for a "white elephant” even though Tubac*s 

history of the past ten years might lead one to doubt the wisdom of 

young Lowe. The fact remains that Tubac is still a village in which 
approximately fifteen families reside, all of them glad to patronize 

a neighborhood market that caters to their needs. The villagers are

60 - ' ■ .
Reminiscences of William Lowe.

61
. Ibid., as well as verification by Mrs. J. S. Ihiting, Tubac, as 

interviewed.
62

Reminiscences of William Lowe.
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o3
earning comparatively good wages today, most of them on nearby ranches, 

and therefore, they do buy a goodly share of the necessities of life.
Some business is also supplied by the more than 100 students attending 

grade-school in Tubac and the faithful rural parishioners of St. Anne's. 
Furthermore, the village boasts of a restaurant, the Casa del Pueblita, 
operated for the past three years by Mrs. J. R. Ihiting. Mrs. Whiting 
likewise finds it convenient to have a local store which supplies her 
growing demands, for the good food which she serves as well as the 

quaint charm of the Casa del Pueblita continues to attract winter visitors. 
It is rather doubtful, however, that Tubac enterprise will ever command 
any great amount of the trade of the nearby ranches because the ease of 
transportation which permits wholesale buying seems to diminish that 

possibility. The best even an aggressive businessman can probably hope 

for is to provide supplemental ranch supplies for nearby haciendas. 
Nevertheless, even without the assurance of regular trade from the sur

rounding farming community, Tubac*s village market premises to be an 
active enterprise during the present years of prosperity, and. with the 

establishment of an entirely new venture within town during the summer
64

of 1948, future business may increase.

63............
The following heads of Tubac families are ranch laborers: (1) Jose 

Mendoza, (2) Teodoro Ybarra, (3) Domingo Espuma, (4) James Bracamonte,
(5) Manuel Solarez, (6) S. Villa, (7) Manuel Montoyo, (8) Manuel 3orbon, 
(9) James Lowe, (10) A. Salcido. Three Tubac residents own their own 
farms. They are as follows: (1) Ysidro Otero, (2) S. A. Gastelum, (3) 
Manuel Guaydacan (Information supplied by Mrs. Mabel Bentfrow, Principal, 
Tubac School, when interviewed April 1948).

•64
From information and opinions set forth by Mrs. J. R. Whiting upon 

interview, September 1948.



In the spring of 1948 Dale Nichols, one of America's well known"
65

contemporary artists, arrived.in Tubac with new plans for the little 
town. Nichols believed that he had found an ideal location for an art 
school, for he had found beauty in perfect simplicity and utter seclusion 

from the agitations of modern living. Here,too,was an environment so 
filled with the lore of the past as to inspire and instruct the growing 
artist. Consequently, June of 1948 saw the establishment of the Dale
Nichols School of Art at Tubac, Arizona, in a cluster of five adobe

; ' . . 66dwellings purchased by Nichols for the school site, and located immedi
ately north of St. Anne's Catholic Church. The first term of school 

began September.27, 1948, and ends in June 1949« There are school 

facilities for forty students who attend class five days a week, five 

hours a day for a nine month period, personally instructed by artist 

Nichols and his assistant, Gary Black. The course is planned to cover 
three years of instruction, with the first year involving all essential 
needs of a student of art, and the additional two years occupied with

specialization. Nichols' school has been approved by the Veteran's M -
\

ministration, and all ex-soldiers attending are accorded the benefits 

of the government plan of veteran training and rehabilitation. Most of 

the students of the first term commute between Tubac and living quarters 
in Nogales, Tucson or adjacent guest ranches. However, future plans of 

Nichols include a dormitory which will house all forty of the students

65 ........
Dale Nichols, a native of Davis City, Nebraska, formerly conducted 

art classes in Tucson.
66

The school gallery is located in the same building which once housed 
The Arizonian. ,
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67
as wall as additional school accommodations .which will be constructed. .

Thus ends the history of Tubac as the year 1948 draws to a 
close. Tubac as a military fortification, Tubac as the hub of Arizona's 
first silver boom, Tubac as harassed and plundered by Apaches, are but 
memories as transient as its first adobe ruins which have now crumbled 
to dust. Residents of the little hamlet seem to take no particular 
pleasure in the narrative of its eventful past, nor do they waste 
their time in the lamentation of circumstances which have refused to 

permit their village to develop with the ambitions of its residents. 

Their own struggle has been quite sufficient to make them the realistic 
people that they are today.

67
' Information supplied by Dale Nichols upon interview in September 

1948.
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Everhart, Mrs. Cora. Pioneer teacher in Santa Cruz County, and at

present secretary to Santa Cruz County Superintendent of Schools. 
September 1948.

Lowe, William. Lifetime resident of Tubac until 1940, and school trustee 
of District Mo. 5, Tubac, from 1905-1940. September 1948.

Nichols, Dale. Artist and founder of Dale Nichols School of Art, Tubac. 
September 1948. ' ---
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