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INTRODUCTION

In the early years of its territorial period, when 
Arizona was the scene of Indian wars, costly in blood and 
treasure, military posts were established at strategic loca
tions, served in the campaigns, and later were abandoned as 
military necessity dictated. Typical, perhaps, of such fron
tier posts in Arizona was Fort Lowell. Founded in 1865 to 
afford protection to the town of Tucson, this post cooperated 
with other posts in the territory during the seventies, 
gradually receded toward the periphera of major military 
operations in the eighties, and was finally abandoned in 
1891, in line with War Department policy. Fort Lowell was 
typical of frontier posts in other respects, too. Construc
tion of the buildings entailed many delays, and living 
conditions were often, far from satisfactory as the result 
of delay in securing needed repairs. In addition, the men 
at Fort Lowell enjoyed recreational opportunities and a 
social life which helped relieve the monotony of garrison 
routine. It shall be the purpose of this thesis to present 
a history of the post, including the above topics, and 
emphasizing the relationship between the Indian question 
and the part played by Fort Lowell in its solution. First, 
however, it ^will be necessary to consider the Indian , 
situation and the position of the military in Arizona on the
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eve of the founding of Camp Lowell.'*'
In 1848, by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the United

States acquired from Mexico a vast domain extending from the
Pacific coast to the Rocky Mountains, and from the 42nd
parallel to, roughly, the Gila and Rio Grande rivers. A
part of this area came to he known as Arizona. According to
Article XI of this treaty, the United States obligated

2itself to prevent Indian incursions into Mexico. Clearly, 
then, there was a need for military protection along the " 
Mexican border, and especially in the region between the 
Rio Grande and the Colorado. The first action taken in 
this respect resulted from General Order No. 49, issued on 
August 31, 1848. This general order not only created the 
Department of New Mexico, corresponding in general with the 
present states of Arizona and New Mexico, but specified that 
two posts should be established in the department: one at
El Paso, and one near the junction of the boundary line and 
the Gila. The location Of these posts was considered impor
tant as key points for a chain of posts to patrol the 
Mexican boundary. Local commanders were given wide powers

For the sake of convenience to the reader, references 
to the subject of this thesis will be used as they pertained 
to the post at the time. Thus, "Camp" Lowell appears before 
April 5, 1879, and "Fort" Lowell after that date.

2 William M. Malloy, (comp.), Treaties, Conventions. International Acts, . . ., 1112.

1
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in establishing new posts and rearranging the troops in the
department for the best protection of the frontier against 

3
the. Indians.

Before,1854 two military posts of concern to Arizona
were established. Port Defiance, located in northern Arizona,
near the 109th parallel, was designed to put down a Navajo

4
uprising in 1851, while to the west. Fort Yuma, located
across the mouth of the Gila in California, was established
in 1850 to protect California immigrants. Port Yuma served
as a base of supplies, and as a check upon the Yuma Indians

5
during the fifties. With such inadequate military protec
tion in Arizona, it soon became apparent that it was 
impossible for the United States to carry out the provisions 
of Article XI of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. In 1854, 
however, by the terms of the Gadsden treaty, the United
States was released from its obligation to prevent Indian

6incursions into Mexico.
The first troops to enter the Gadsden Purchase were 

four companies of the First Dragoons, totaling 68 men, led 
by Major Enoch Steen. No account is furnished by the reports

3
House Exec. Doc., 30 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 1, 177,180; 

Niles’ EaHonaTTieglsFer, LXXIV. October 11. 1848, 226-227.
. 4 . ;.. . ■■■-' ‘ ......  ' ' -..Senate Exec. Doc., 32 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 1, 203.

5 _  " ™~House Exec. Doc., 34 Cong., 3 Sess., No. 76, 34.
6 , ■' ’Malloy, op. cit., 1122. ‘



4

of the Secretary of War indicating troop strength at Tucson
after 1856. In 1857, however. Fort Buchanan was established
twenty-five, miles east of Tubac by a detachment sent out
from Tucson. Inasmuch as the Fort Buchanan garrison totaled,
119, it is to be surmised that more troops followed Major
Steen into Tucson in 1856. Fort Buchanan was established
to protect the miners of the Santa Cruz Valley, and to check

7Indian depredations south of the Gila.
In 1859 a band of Mojave Indians attacked an exploring 

party from Fort Yuma under Lieutenant-Colonel William Hoff
man. In March, Hoffman led a group of 700 men from Fort
Yuma and established Fort Mojave on the Colorado at Beale’s 

8
Crossing. To the south. Fort Aravaipa, later named Fort
Breckenridge, was founded in May, 1860, at the junction of
the Aravaipa. and the San Pedro. This post was of little

9importance, however, until after the Civil War.
The Indians were primarily responsible for the slow 

development of Arizona from 1848 to 1862. In the Department 
of Hew Mexico lived numerous tribes of Indians, some peace
ful and others, like the Apache, extremely hostile to both

' 7 A. B. Bender, "Frontier Defense in the Territory of 
Hew Mexico, 1853-1861," Hew Mexico Historical Review, IX, 
Ho. 4, (Oct., 1934), 352. : ~

. 8 ■

Ibid., 361.
9 •

Jerome Stone, The History of Fort Grant, (MA thesis.
University of Arizona, 1941), 9.
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whites and peaceful Indians. The Apaches were located
principally in the mountain fastnesses of present-day
southeastern Arizona, east of the Santa Cruz and Verde riv-

10
era, and west of the 109th parallel. It had been the .
practice of these Indians to marry with other tribes, so
that by 1848 there were many separate bands of Apaches,
each of which owed allegiance to numerous chieftains. Thus,
Americans came into contact with such groups as the Pinal
Apaches, the White Mountain Apaches, the Chiricahuas, the
Date Creek Apaches, the Mojave Apaches, the Maricopa Apaches,

11and the Pima Apaches. * .
Between 1848 and 1857 the most serious Indian menace 

was caused by the Navajos of northern Arizona and New Mex
ico, although the Apaches kept up their raids on Mexicans 
and Americans alike. As more Americans made their way into 
Arizona, they encroached on the Apache game preserves and 
cut across the traditional routes used by these Indians in 
going from their haunts to the scene of their pillage in

10
Hubert H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mex

ico, 1530-1888, 552. Ralph Hederick-(3gle (F’ed'eraT Control of "theHTestern Apache. 1848-1886, 1-2) extends the Apache 
haunts to include that region' "from the Rio Grande on the 
east to the Colorado on the west, and from the San Francisco 
Mountains on the north to the heart of Mexican Chihuahua on 
the south." Both authors are probably correct, inasmuch as 
the Apache "home" was in the east central and southeastern portions of.Arizona, but their depredations extended to the 
limits allowed by Ogle.

Senate Exec. Doc., 36 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 1, 713.11
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Sonora and Chihuahua. It soon became more profitable for
the Apaches to drive off stock, and plunder the Americans,
who were closer to their mountain homes, than to continue
all the way into Mexico. After 1857, it appears that the

12Apache attacks on Americans became more’frequent. Bad 
management on the part of army officers incurred the enmity 
of Cochise, a Chiricahua Apache chieftain. Retaliatory raids 
were made and isolated settlements were wiped out.

The question of how to handle the Indians with the 
limited military strength available occupied the attention 
of government officials and military commanders. It was 
soon found that the great distances from the Rio Grande to 
bases of supply in Missouri made the cost of a serious 
effort to subjugate the Indians prohibitive. Treaties were 
made with different tribes, but were soon broken by the 
Indians. In 1857, Colonel James L. Collins said that ulti
mately the department would have to choose between a policy
of peace and support of the Indians, or one of total exter- 

13mination. Pleas for more troops to carry out the only 
policy that found favor in Arizona, that of extermination, 
were made to the government at Washington. Lieutenant ’ 
Sylvester Mowry made observations of the Indian habits, and

: ■ :

- Ogle, 0£. cit.. 389.
15

Ibid., 59.
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in November, 1857, sent a concrete proposal for solving the 
Indian question to the Commissioner of Indian.Affairs. He 
said that the Apaches were incapable of being civilized 
and must be confined to the mountain area north of the Gila.
To accomplish this he recommended an increase in the mili
tary force of Arizona and the establishment of military 
garrisons at strategic positions. He pointed out that the 
Apaches used several routes in going from their habitats to 
Sonora and Chihuahua, routes determined by the location of 
streams and watercourses. It was his. idea that if posts 
could be maintained at these strategic positions, the Apache 
depredations would be stopped, and flourishing settlements 
would develop under the aegis of military protection. Con
trol of the Apaches could best be accomplished by the estab
lishment of a cavalry post in the vicinity of Tucson, one
on the San Pedro,'one in the vicinity of the Los Mimbres,

14and one on the Gila, above the Pima villages.
On August 10, 1858, Michael Steck, Apache Indian Agent, 

wrote to the Superintendent of Indian Affairs in New Mexico, 
Colonel James L. Collins, his suggestions for treatment of 
the Indians. Inasmuch as the garrisons in Arizona were, 
inadequate to conduct effective operations against the Apache, 
he thought that a system of Indian reservations was the only

T i  ' - “  : ; : :
House Exec. Doc., 35 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 2, 587-591,

passim
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hope for the Apache. A military force close by the reserva
tion would not only enforce the obedience of the Indians,
but would protect them from "imoroper intercourse with the 

15citizens
Although both the Mowry and Steck proposals were adopted

later. Congress took no action to develop a well-defined
military and Indian policy relative to Arizona at this time.
To add to the difficulties of the hard-pressed citizens of
the territory, two mounted companies from Port Buchanan were
transferred in 1858 to Camp Boring, New Mexico, to avenge
recent Comanche depredations.

In 1861 orders were received to abandon all the forts
in present-day Arizona, and to proceed to New Mexico to the
defense of Union forces in the Rio Grande Valley. The
absence of troops led the Apaches to assume that their
recent attacks had caused the withdrawal. Spurred on to
eradicate the last symbols of. the white occupation, they

16renewed their attacks with increased vigor. Life was not 
safe anywhere, except in Tucson, where the citizens carried 
on behind the walls of the old pueblo in constant fear of

15
Ibid., 35 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 2, 550-551; also Frank 

C. Lockwood,' The Apache Indians, 96-97. Although Lockwood 
presents a good picture of the Indian difficulties, his 
sources. United State government documents, will be used in 
preference to the above cited work.

16
Bancroft, op. clt., 501-502.
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the Apaches. Tubac and the mines were abandoned, and the
once pleasant countryside of the Santa Cruz Valley was the

17
scene of ruin and death.. ' •

These conditions continued until February, 1862, when 
a Confederate force, under the command of Captain Sherod 
Hunter, marched from Texas and took possession of Tucson. 
Hunter had several skirmishes with the Indians, and, al
though it was not safe to reopen the mines or venture far 
from behind the walls of Tucson, the presence of troops was 
a source of satisfaction to the citizenry. The Confederate 
occupation of Tucson was short lived, however. Reports 
were received that a large force of Union troops headed by 
Colonel James H. Carleton was encamped at Fort Yuma, pre-

i 8  ;  7 -  . /  -paratory to marching eastward. ,The difficulties of sup
plying the Confederate garrison, in the face of Indian raids 
and floods, made Hunter*s control of Arizona tenuous. But 
the prospect of an encounter with the superior forces of the 
California column made it necessary for the Confederates to 
withdraw. The California Column engaged Hunter’s troops at 
Picacho, and on May 20, 1862, the advance column, led by 
Lieutenant-Colonel West, marched unopposed into Tucson.

The main body of troops, under Carleton, joined the

i!1/ ". . . . ■ ' .... ■ .........
Thomas Edwin Parish, History of Arizona, II, 52.

18 ‘ "
Bancroft, op. clt., 513.
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advance column at Tucson on June 8. Because of the severity 
of the long march across the desert, the California Column 
was in need of repairs before continuing to the Rio Grande. 
Forage and provisions could only be obtained at the Pima 
villages and at Tucson, but even at these places no large 
quantities were available. Furthermore, as the troops pro
ceeded eastward the problem of supply would become more 
acute. Forseeing these difficulties. Carleton placed Major 
David Ferguson, chief commissary of the column, in command 
of the garrison at Tucson, and assigned to him the task of 
procuring the necessities for the continued eastward march. 
Ferguson was instructed to

have on hand an adequate supply of all 
articles of prime necessity, such as food 
and forage; likewise all that will insure 
mobility to the column by having its means 
of transportation always in as good order 
and good repair as practicable. 20

Setting to work to carry out his assignment, Ferguson 
ordered the clearing of land for a camp site, and took mea
sures to obtain warehouses for the storage of quarter-master 
supplies. This supply depot, located east of the center of 
Tucson, in what is now known as Military Plaza, constituted 
the beginnings of what later was called Camp Lowell.

-  —

Robert N.-Scott, (comp.). The War of the Rebellion 
. . .Series I, IX, 595..

20
Ibid., 556-557.



CHAPTER I

THE BEGINNINGS OF CAMP LOWELL, 1862-1872"

The garrison v/hich General Carle ton detached from the 
main California Column for duty in Tucson performed primarily 
the duty of supplying Carleton1s forces during the Civil War. 
The location of Tucson along the southern overland route 
made it an important military center for the California 
Column. Because of this geographical advantage, Tucson was 
to become a logical point for the establishment of the mili
tary post which later became known as Camp Lowell.

It was Carleton‘s plan to supply his forces from bases 
in California, and toward that end he had previously estab
lished depots at Fort Yuma and Fort Barrett, near the Pima 
villages. Wagons, plying between Tucson and Fort Yuma, were 
to build up a six month’s accumulation of supplies at Tucson 
for future contingencies. These supplies were to be supple
mented by products of local origin.

It was thought that agricultural products could be ob
tained at Tucson, which was known to be a trading center for 
the fertile Santa Cruz Valley. Upon his entry into the 
town with the advance column. May 20, 1862, Lieutenant- 
Colonel West secured 50,000 pounds of wheat, and although 
no flour was to-be found, a small mill two miles from town
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was seized and used to convert the wheat to flour. West.
estimated that the wheat harvest, which would be gathered
two or three weeks hence, would yield an additional supply.

Yet another source of supplies for the depot at Tucson
was considered. While the Column was encamped for the
month of June, Major David Ferguson was sent to Sonora to
investigate the possibility of contracting Mexican merchants
to haul subsistence supplies to Tucson. His report favored
the plan inasmuch as grain could be obtained more cheaply

2from Magdalena than from California. However, on October 3, 
General Carleton ordered that no supplies were to be pur
chased unless they should be unobtainable from the depot at

3 ' \
Fort Yuma. It was generally true throughout the Civil War 
period that the bulk of supplies received at the Tucson 
depot were hauled in wagons from Fort Yuma, but additional 
stores, especially grain, were furnished by contract with 
local teamsters and merchants in Sonora.

Aside from guarding the depot from theft or depredation, 
the troops stationed.in Tucson performed other valuable 
services. The Apache menace throughout southern Arizona 
threatened the lives of those who travelled unarmed. Thus,

1 Scott, op. cit.. L, pt. 1, 1100.
2

Ibid., L, pt. 1, 1161.
3

Ibid., L, pt. 2, 147-148.
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if the government supply trains were to reach Tucson it was
essential that military protection be provided. Major
Theodore A. Coult, commanding officer in Tucson, complained
that he had to '’furnish escorts to every party which it is

- 4necessary to send two miles from town." In addition, 
troops were sent from Tucson to guard the San Pedro crossing 
on the overland road to the Rio Grande. Camp Bowie, which 
Carle ton had established in Apache Pass on his eastward 
march from Tucson, also received supplies from the depot 
at Tucson, and this entailed the detachment of additional 
escorts to guard the supply train. Such forces as were in 
Tucson, therefore, were in the main transient. Soldiers 
returning from escort duty remained in town only a few 
days before proceeding on another mission; guards relieved 
from their tour of duty at the San Pedro crossing were 
assigned to other locations. Reinforcements of infantry 
and cavalry from California, on their way to join Carleton 
in New Mexico, encamped at Tucson before continuing their 
eastward journey. Even though arrival in the "Old Pueblo" 
meant a brief respite from the privations of outpost duty 
or the fatigue of the overland march, conditions at Tucson 
did not present an attractive outlook.

Some idea of the hardships which the garrison at Tucson

Ibid., L, pt. 2, 145.
4
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endured in 1862 may be obtained from the reports of the post
commanders ♦ On I.'ay 26 West wrote that although the Army had
commandeered two blacksmith shops, a carpenter shop, and had
found some charcoal, iron, and muleshoes, there, were no

. 5nails and only a very little lumber. The post hospital
■ ' . - . '

was so destitute of rredicines by September that Coult inter
cepted a supply that was destined for Port Barrett and

. - . 6 ordered them placed at the disposal of his own troops.
Housing of the garrison was not officially mentioned until
November 15. Coult was authorized

to talee and keep possession, for the uso 
and convenience of the troops, such houses, 
corrals, and other structures as may have 
been occupied by United States* troops, or 
formerly by the Mexican Government, and 
such places as can be secured without pos
itive injury or inconvenience to the 
loyal citizens of . . . [the] district. 7

During the next two years living conditions of the 
troops improved. In 1864 soldiers were well supplied with

5 Ibid., L, pt. 1, 1101.
6

Ibid., L, pt. 2, 146.
7

Ibid., L, pt. 2, 225-226. The location of troop quar
ters in Tucson duringf the Civil- War- is a matter for specula
tion. Neither the■ War of "the Rebellion, nor the Senate and 
House Executive Documents make reference to the matter after 
November 15, 186S1 Perhaps enough accommodations were avail 
able throughout the town to quarter the troops attached to 
the Tucson depot, so that the need for a military location 
for this purpose was"never felt. Large numbers'of transient 
soldiers probably encamped as a unit, in keeping with mili
tary custom, but the exact location of these groups cannot 
be ascertained.
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the necessities of life, and by comparison with the towns
people they actually enjoyed a life of ease. J. Ross Browne 
ventured to say that •

The pangs of starvation (cannot) assail 
this important stronghold, unless the 
climate should unfit . . . (the soldi erg) 
for the heavy labor of lifting the food 
to their mouths; for, unlike the poor 
wretches of miners and traders who are 
prowling around the country in search of a 
living, the troops here stationed receive 
their regular salary and rations, and the 
Government liberally provides them with 
clothing, medecines, (sic J) and all they 
require. 8

Meanwhile, gold and silver discoveries in the vicinity
of what later was called Prescott attracted many people to
central Arizona. It was thought that because of its mineral
wealth Prescott would soon outrank Tucson in importance.
General Carle ton was of this opinion. Furthermore, Carle-
ton had suffered criticism for his failure to bring about 

. ■ 9 -
any permanent solution of the Indian problem, and he was
anxious to avenge the ingratitude of the citizenry of Tucson 
Following the establishment of the territorial capital at 
Prescott, Carle ton moved military headquarters for the de
partment from Tucson to Prescott. In August, 1864, he 
ordered the Tucson depot broken up, and troops at the post

Browne, Adventures in the Apache Country, 136. 
Bancroft, on. cit., 555.

9
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10
distributed among other posts throughout the territory.
The troops departed for Prescott on September 15, leaving

■11
the town without military protection. In January, 1865,
however, Carleton was replaced by General John S. Mason,

- 12who, in May, reestablished the garrison at Tucson.
As commander of the Department of Arizona, Mason faced 

a serious problem. Apache uprisings had caused much damage 
to property and loss of life during the late war years. It 
was his task to provide protection to the settlers with the 
military forces at his disposal. But for the next few years 
protection was to prove both inefficient and inadequate. The 
mustering-out of the California Volunteers and the substi
tution of the Regular Army complicated the problem and fore-

15
stalled direct action. Troops of the Regular Army had 
just seen service on the Eastern battlefields and were not 
inclined to want to chase Apaches. Besides, Indian warfare 
demanded tactics of a nature to which they were not accus
tomed. The inadequacy of the troops in Arizona was the re
sult of the desire on the part of the government to reduce 
federal expenditures as much as possible. The lack of troops.

10 : ■DeLong, op. cit., 72-73.
11

Thomas H. S. Hammersly, ed.. Complete Army Register of 
the United States for One Hundred Years, CiW9-l879), II, 18. 

12 “

Ibid., II, 18.
Ogle, 0£. cit., 51.

13



especially seasoned soldiers, prompted Mason to report on
April 29, 1866, that the present forces "can do little more

14
than hold the posts and escort military supply trains."
As worked out by the military, the method of affording ade
quate protection to the settlements in Arizona called for 
the concentration of troops. Posts were established in the
vicinity of settlements where small expeditions would be

15
outfitted and sent into the Apache.haunts.

In support of this policy it was deemed necessary to 
establish the post at Tucson on a permanent basis and to in
crease its troop strength. Consequently, on August 29, 1866, 
the post was named Camp Lowell, in honor of Brigadier-General
Charles R. Lowell, Sixth TJ. S. Cavalry, who was killed in a

16
Civil War battle at Cedar Creek, Virginia. The policy of
troop concentration had little effect at first, in so far as
Camp Lowell was concerned. In 1867 one company of the 32nd
Infantry, comprising but fifty-eight officers and men, oc-

17
cupied the post. Repeated demands for reinforcements 
brought forth no immediate results, but meanwhile the few 
men at Camp Lowell performed a variety of tasks.

14
House Exec. Doic., 40 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 1, pt. 1, 98. 

' 15 .
Ibid., 40 Cong., 3 Sess., No. 1, 72-73.

16
Hamersly, op. cit., 18.
House Exec. Doc., 40 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 1, pt. 1,

448-449
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A picket post was established in 1867 at Tres Alamos, 
situated fifty-five miles east of Tucson, for the protec
tion of agricultural interests in the San Pedro Valley. A 
non-commissioned officer and ten men, detached from Camp 
Lowell, comprised the picket and lived in a small adobe hut
near the irrigated fields. Each picket was relieved at the

18end of one month's duty. In October, 1868, the picket 
post of Cienega de los Pimos was established. This post, 
located thirty miles east of Camp Lowell, furnished pro
tection to travellers using the overland route from Tucson 
to the Rio Grande. Living conditions were about the same
as those at Tres Alamos, and the tour of duty lasted one 

19month. Between April 1 and August 31 of the same year
two scouting parties from Camp Lowell were sent into the

20
Apache country.

One of the most important functions of the garrison at 
Camp Lowell continued to be the furnishing of escorts for 
supply trains. By 1871 five camps were drawing their supplies

18 : ^  :
Circular Ho. 4, War Department, Surgeon General's 

Office, Report on Barracks and.Hospitals with Descriptions 
of Military Posts,” 463. The same information may be found 
in J. H. Toulouse,.Report on Military Posts in the Department 
of Arizona (26-27) which has been found to be a copy of the 
War department Circular cited, and which up to this time was 
erroneously considered an ”original" manuscriot.

19
Ibid., 463.

20
House Exec. Doc., 40 Cong., 3 Seas., No. 1, 51.
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from the quartermaster and subsistence depot at Tucson.
Thev were camps Grant, Bowie, Crittenden, Apache, and .

21Pinal. Although all these posts participated in protect
ing their supplies in transit from the Tucson depot. Camp 
Lowell shared a part of these responsibilities. Many of 
these frontier posts suffered from diseases caused by poor 
location and insanitary conditions. This was not true of 
Camp Lowell, however, end it often befell this garrison
to sunoly additional men for escort duty when sickness at

22
other posts left military trains unprotected.

*Military duties constituted but one aspect of frontier 
service; camp facilities were also of importance to the 
soldier at Camp Lowell. The location of the post as orig
inally established in May, 1865, was east of the town in 
what is now called Military Plaza. Soldiers were soon put 
to work clearing the site of creosote bushes and mesquite. 
Tents were pitched and used by the soldiers, while some of

23the officers obtained quarters at private homes in Tucson. 
These conditions continued until 1869 when one company of 
the 21st Infantry replaced the 32nd Infantry, and the post

—  ; —  ' 
Tyler, Revised Outline Descriptions . . ., 1-10

passim.
22 .

"A Report on Barracks and Hospitals with Descriptions 
of Military Posts," on. cit., 463.

23
Caroline M. Hughston. Old Fort Lowell, 2; also Basil 

D. Woon, Arizona's Yesterday, 28-29.
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strength was augmented by the addition of one company of
the First Cavalry. By June 30 there were reported to be

24
four officers and ninety men stationed at Camp Lowell.

The need for additional quarters for the enlarged
command and the dilapidated condition of the tents then in
use prompted Captain W. Henry Brown, commander of Camp

25
Lowell, to request additional housing. Brown pointed out
that adobe huts would not only be more economical, but would
afford greater year-round comfort. The request was granted,"
but construction was not started because of some doubt as
to whether Camp Lowell was to be retained as a permanent
post. It was thought that supplies could be sent to Arizona
more economically by way of Guaymas, and if this proved
satisfactory. Camp Crittenden, located forty miles south"of
Tucson, would be a more logical supply depot than Tucson.
In such an event. Camp Lowell could.be abandoned. However, •
for some reason the Guaymas project was dropped, and the
construction of permanent buildings at Camp Lowell was again 

26
authorized.

On June 10, 1870, some 367 acres of land, most of it

24 ■ •
•'A Report on Barracks and Hospitals with Descrip

tions of.Military Posts," op. cit., 463.
Washington Quartermaster Depot, Archives and Claims 

Branch, Brown to Sherburne, May 12, 1869. Hereafter refer- 
ences to the Quartermaster Depot Archives will be abbreviated 
as Q.M.D.

26 Ibid., Sherman to Thomas, January 18,•1870.
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situated south and east of the campsite, were set aside as
27

the military reservation of Camp Lowell. The overland 
road to Mesi11a passed the southwest corner of the reser
vation . A map which was filed on that date revealed that 
tents housed the adjutant's office, officers' quarters, 
company quarters, and laundresses' quarters. The other 
buildings were of adobe construction and Included an arsenal, 
guard house, company kitchens and mess rooms, and post 
bakery. There were, in addition, a well, sinks, and a corral. 
Dominating the scene was the flagpole. The officers' 
quarters, lined up south of the flag, faced the soldiers' 
tents. Parallel to and behind them were to be seen two 
mess rooms, while directly behind them were the company 
kitchens. Some distance intervened, thence, to the corral, 
but equidistant between the kitchen and corral was a well, 
the source of water for the post. The adjutant's office 
and guard house were close together to the west of the
flagpole. Laundresses' quarters were located to one side

28of the kitchens, yet not far from the well.

2 7  ; : *

The reservation was in the shape of a rectangle,
88 by 41 3/4 chains. (A surveyor’s chain is the equivalent 
of 66 feet.) Photostat of original land claim, recorded 
June 11, 1870, recorder's office, Pima County, A. T.28

Blueprint map entitled ’’IT. S. Military Reservation, Camp Lowell, A. T.," on file in Arizona Historical Pioneer's Society archives.
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The depot warehouses did not constitute a part of Camp
Lowell. The supplies of the depot were stored in warehouses

- 29which were rented from the firm of Tully and Ochoa. The 
facilities used by the quartermaster in charge included two 
storehouses for grain, one for stores and clothing, and three 
for subsistence stores. These, together with an office, 
blacksmith shop, carpenter shop, saddler's shop, and corral, 
rented at the rate of §635 per month. Supplies for Camp 
Lowell were drawn from the depot. The post hospital, des
cribed as having good ventilation and a healthful location, 
was a private structure which was rented in Tucson. A good
quality of wood, primarily mesquite, was available and was

30
supplied for use at Camp Lowell by private contract.

Social life for the soldiers consisted of visiting 
Tucson and indulging in such means of diversion as existed.
In the early seventies one could find in Tucson numerous 
mezcal shops and gambling halls which attracted soldiers 
on pass from Camp Lowell. If the following quotation is 
typical of how the soldiers spent their time in Tucson, then 
it would seem that some of the troops enjoyed their evenings 
in town - at the expense of the local citizenry.

29 • ~ ■ : • ■ ' • ' ■ ' ;Weekly Arizonan, March 26, 1870.30
Tyler, ot). clt., 7.
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On Sunday night a party of 20 soldiers 
from Camp Lowell - drunk, and armed to 
the teeth, made a descent upon the town and 
attempted to carry all before them. They 
went first to the saloon of Mr. Levin 
and demanded lager beer - giving the bartender to understand that they did 
not intend to pay for it, but must have 
it notwithstanding. A gentleman present 
concluded to try a ruse, which fortunately 
had the. effect of driving them off before 
matters became too serious. . . . They 
next attacked a citizen in front of the 
drug store of Chas. H. Meyers; he escaped 
with his life, however, leaving the street 
bespattered with his blood.

The editor continued with a sarcastic criticism of'the 
officers of the post and suggested that the military con
cern itself with its legitimate business.

Since no effort has been made to deliver 
up the perpetrators of these crimes to 
justice, we would suggest that the offi
cers commanding the companies to which 
they belong devote a little less time to 
fandangos and billiards and turn their 
attention to the necessity of instituting 
discipline among the mob which they claim 
the honor (?) to control. It is enough 
that the people are constantly harassed 
by Indians, without being subjected to the outrages of a depraved and drunken 
soldiery. 31

Living accommodations for the troops in Arizona had 
been far from satisfactory prior to 1873. General George 
Crook, Commander of the Department, recognized the need for 
better housing facilities, and in his annual report for 1872 
remarked that the public quarters of the troops in Arizona

3T
Weekly Arizonan, March 12, 1870.
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were “unfit for the occupation of animals, much less the
32

troops of a civilized nation." Proposing to improve the 
situation. Crook set forth a plan which called for the con
solidation of small posts and the construction of temporary 
barracks at two locations, camps Grant and Lowell. Early in 
1873 the Secretary of War, taking action on this, proposal, 
directed that two new posts be constructed in Arizona and 
that the old locations be abandoned. A new location for 
Camp Lowell was chosen seven miles northeast of the town on 
the site of the present ruins of Fort Lowell, and on March 19, 
1873, the formal removal was ordered.

33  ' : --------------— :—House Exec. Doc.. 42 Cong., 3 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2, 74.
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CHAPTER II

FIGHTING THE APACHE, 1873-1879

The order for the removal of Camp Lowell to a site seven 
miles northeast of Tucson came at a time when Apache resis
tance had just been crushed and it seemed that Arizona was 
at last ready to embark on a peaceful and prosperous era. That 
ordinary citizens could henceforth carry on their activities 
without encountering hostile bands was to prove untrue, for 
during the ensuing fifteen years local Apache uprisings were 
to continue to menace the public safety and to necessitate 
the presence of nearby military protection. The Indian prob
lem was always closely related to the need for the army in 
Arizona, and although Camp Lowell seemed to play an insig- . 
nificant role in the campaigns of 1872-1873, the late seven
ties were to find the post taking a more active part in the 
plans of the military for controlling the Apaches. In order 
to understand the role which Camp Lowell played in these 
military operations, it will be necessary to consider from 
time to time the Indian problem and the way in which the army 
in Arizona attempted to cope with it." - ’ ' *  • - - ~ » ' - - < • ‘ • . • .N. . ■ .' t

Peace had been consummated in April, 1873, by the vigo
rous efforts of General George Crook. Crook's campaign in 
the Tonto Basin area of east-central Arizona had succeeded

- ..........  /
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in reducing to submission all Apache tribes in that region.
With the cessation of hostilities. Crook ordered the tribes
back to their reservations and set about to turn over the
management of the renegades to the Indian Office, saving
for military control a few Indian scouts who were to make

1
up the police force for the reservations. Those Indians
who remained on their reservations were not to be disturbed,
but any who refused to come in or left the reservations
without permission were to be pursued and forced in, or

2
face unrelenting warfare if they refused to surrender.

On July 10, 1873, a report was received at Camp Lowell
that some Apaches had left the reservation at San Carlos
and were headed southward along the San Pedro. Captain
Hamilton and Company H, Fifth Cavalry, were dispatched
later in the day, and similar forces were ordered from Camp
San Carlos and Camp Grant. Thus, scouting parties from
north, west, and east would move toward each other, closing

3in on the Apaches and forcing them to surrender. The In
dians were encountered, and submitted to being escorted back
to the reservation. Captain Hamilton returned to Camp

4Lowell on August 5th.

i  : : : :Ogle, op. cit., 118.
Ibid.. 117.

3
Arizona Citizen, July 12, 1873.

4
Ibid., February 28, 1874.
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Scouting activity continued in 1874, and, as a result
of a large outbreak at San Carlos on January 31, troops
were ordered into the field. Hamilton again led his com-

Vpany of cavalry from Lowell and attacked two rancherias,
or Indian camps, in the Santa Teresa Mountains, about ten
miles from Aravaipa Creek. After killing one Indian and
capturing five horses and some ammunition, Hamilton received
the surrender of Cassadero and his band of ninety, twenty-
seven of which were bucks. Chiquito and Skinalow and their
bands also agreed to surrender, following similar operations

5
by other scouting parties.

Meanwhile, news of Apache depredations on livestock 
along the road from Tucson to old Camp Grant reached Lieu
tenant-Colonel E. A. Carr, commanding officer of Camp Lowell. 
With Hamilton’s company still at the Aravaipa, Carr was 
hard pressed for troops, but, by ordering construction of 
the post temporarily suspended, he secured twenty-eight 
officers and men, besides four Mexican guides and a number 
of Pima scouts. The expedition proceeded to the Pinal 
Mountains, but failed to find the Apaches because the Pima
scouts revealed their movements, thus allowing the Apaches 6
to escape.

_  -  —  - : : : —  ~
Ibid., February 28, 1874.

6 'Ibid., March 14, and April 11, 1874.
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The presence of troops in the Aravaipa and Pinal dis
tricts had the effect of driving some of the Apaches, who 
had never gone on reservations, southward to the Catalina 
Mountains and the vicinity of Tucson. The Arizona Citizen 
reported that during March and April these Indians were
seen "hanging around our outskirts and crossing between the

7mountains on-all sides of town." The paper advised those 
who travelled the roads near Tucson bo use great caution. 
Although subscribers were on the lookout for hostiles, out
lying ranches and settlements could do little to protect 
themselves. In May a raid was made on a ranch belonging to 
one Leopoldo Carrillo, fifteen miles east of Tucson. The 
renegades killed one horse, wounded another, drove off some
stock, and departed "on their blithesome way" to Aravaipa 

8
Canyon.

Immediately a small scouting party set out from Camp
Lowell in pursuit of the Indians, but had to turn back
because of a limited supply of rations. The same band of
Indians was purported to have killed a man at the lumber
camp of James Lee. After this raid Lee brought his laborers

9to Tucson, and suspended operations at his camp. On June 20

7 ™  '
Ibid., May 9, 1874.

8
Ibid.,. May 16, 1874.
Ibid.. May 16, 1874.

9
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a second attack was made on the Carrillo ranch and the Apaches 
killed "a beef and a fine bull valued at ^300." Captain 
Hamilton, who had returned to Camp Lowell on the first, set 
out with fourteen men and the ranch herder, and were joined 
by Carrillo and five of his men. After leaving a guard 
detail at the ranch, the party proceeded to the mountains.
They came across a group of Indian scouts from the San Carlos 
Reservation who declared they were in pursuit of Chuntz, a 
renegade they accused of committing the depredation. Hamilton 
perceived, however, that the scouts themselves had perpetrated 
the act and were falsely charging the hostiles of the crime.
He then examined the passes they presented, signed by Lieu
tenant Babcock, and rather than take direct action himself,
he made a report to Babcock, and sent the Indians back to the

10
reservation for disposition.

By June, 1874, the military had been so successful in
the field that trouble with the Indians was considered at an
end. Largely through the services of Captain Hamilton the
Indians, according to the Arizona Citizen, had been taught
a lesson "of lasting effect on them as [well as on"| all other

11
Apaches in the Territory." Unfortunately, however, all 
other Apaches in Arizona, namely the Chiricahuas, did not

10
Ibid., June 27, and July 4, 1874.

11 Ibid., June 6> 1874.
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learn the lesson of lasting effect, and events of the 
future were to draw the attention of the military in their 
direction.

The remainder of 1874 was peaceful, and during this 
time a change of personnel in the department was effected.
In August, the Eighth Infantrv replaced the Twenty-third

12
Infantry, and companies D and G were assigned to Camp Lowell.
On March 22, 1875 Colonel August V. Kautz assumed command of , 
the Department of Arizona and relieved Brigadier-General

13*
Crook, who was transferred to the Department of the Platte.
The Sixth Cavalry replaced the Fifth, and the last units

14arrived at their posts in October, 1875.
These newly-assigned troops were soon put to work, not 

serving in the Indian wars, but this time guarding the Mex
ican border against the inroads of irregular and federal 
forces belonging to the neighboring southerly republic. Al
though the year 1875 was generally peaceful throughout Mex- 

15
ico, disturbances of local significance punctuated the 
political scene in Sonora and during December caused concern

12
Ibid., October 5, 1874. The assignment of the sev

eral companies to their respective posts .in Arizona was order
ed by department headquarters, Prescott, and dated August 29, 
1874.

13
House Exec. Doc., 44 Cong, 1 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2, 131.

14
Ibid., 44 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2, 101.

15 Herbert I. Priestley, The Mexican Nation, a History,
372.
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to the civil and military authorities of Arizona. The 
elections of 1875 in Sonora, by which Jos^ J. Pesquiera 
was chosen governor, were contested by F. Serna, a promi
nent citizen, who claimed that the election had been mani-

16
pulated to the advantage of Pesquiera. Serna and his
supporters took up arms but were hard pressed by loyalist
forces under Pesquiera who managed to push the irregulars'
north to the Arizona boundary. On December 18 Pesquiera
occupied the town of Santa Cruz, thereby forcing Serna and
his band across the border to San Rafael, Arizona.

On the 22nd, Governor Safford requested Colonel Kautz
to drive out the Mexican forces and orevent further incur- .

17
sions, by either side, across the border. Kautz promptly
dispatched one company of cavalry under Lieutenant Winchester
from Camp Lowell, and two companies of cavalry under Colonel
James Biddle from Camp Grant. These forces reached San
Rafael on the 26th, but were advised by Safford that the
Mexicans had recrossed the border, having been at San Rafael
only three days. On the 28th the troops departed for their 

- 18
respective posts. During the next five years there were

Hubert H. Bancroft, History of the North Mexican 
States and Texas, II, 702.

17
Arizona Citizen, December 25, 1875.

16

Ibid., January 1, 1876.
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no further difficulties with Mexican forces, and the troops 
from Camp Lowell returned to the ordinary routine of camp 
life. . . ■ ■ •

In 1876, trouble with the Chiricahuas again brought 
the attention of the military to the Indian problem. The 
Chiricahuas had been given a reservation in 1872 in south
eastern Arizona, and its limits bordered on Mew Mexico and

19
some fifty-five miles of Mexico. - Control of the reser
vation was vested in Agent Thomas J. Jeffords, who managed 
the Indians primarily through his personal influence and 
the cooperation of Cochise. Jeffords1 management was com
plicated by the fact that wandering bands of Indians from 
San Carlos and the Hot- Springs Reservation of New Mexico 
stopped at the Chiricahua reserve to receive rations before 
continuing on their way into Mexico where they raided and 
plundered. These acts of depredation were unjustly attrib
uted to the Chiricahuas, and it was proposed to remove the 
Indians to San Carlos or Warm Springs. Jeffords protested, 
but his control:was greatly weakened by the death of Cochise 
in 1874 and restlessness on the part of the Indians which 
was caused by a,reduction in their beef quota. The situa
tion came to a head when some of the Chiricahuas, while out 
hunting game, quarreled among themselves and killed three of

_ _ _  —  —  ' ~  —

Executive Orders Relating to Indian Reservations
« « ., 5.
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their number. In March, 1876, they obtained some whiskey, 
and, leaving the reservation, killed two ranchmen in the 
San Pedro Valley. Jeffords reassured the Chiricahuas that 
those who were guilty of these acts would be punished, and 
the. innocent protected.

However, Governor Safford, who believed that Jeffords'
wards had been responsible for border incursions as well-as
the recent killings, and who disapproved the agent*s method
of control, agitated for the dismissal of Jeffords and the
removal of the Chiricahuas to the San Carlos Reservation,
where they would be under closer supervision. On April 20,
Congress provided funds for the removal, and early in May
the San Carlos agent, John P. Glum, was ordered to replace
Jeffords, and effect the transfer of the Chiricahuas to San 

20
Carlos .• -

Glum feared that resistance would be encountered from 
the Indians, and he refused to take action until' a large 
military force was ready for any emergency. Colonel Kautz 
responded by calling out ten companies of cavalry from camps 
Grant, Lowell, and Bowie, and two companies of Indian scouts 
from San Carlos. Kautz left for Camp Bowie on May 31 with 
three companies of cavalry from Lowell under command of

2Q—  - " —  . — — — —
Ogle, op. cit., 162-166.
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21
Colonel James Oakes. Confronted by the superior numbers
of the military, the Chirioahuas submitted without a fight,
but Geronimo, Juh, and Nolgee, leaders of a closely related
band whose home was in Mexico, made their escape southward
to the Sierra Madre Mountains. Colonel Oakes and the Camp
Lowell cavalry escorted the Chiricahuas who had surrendered,

22
.and arrived at San Carlos on June 18,

A new disposition of troops in Arizona followed the re
moval of the Chiricahuas to San Carlos. Kautz established 
a new post on the Gila near the site of old Camp Goodwin for 
protection against any possible Chiricahua uprising. The 
garrison was made up of two companies; Company F, Sixth 
Cavalry, from Fort Whipple, and Company D, Eighth Infantry 
from Camp Lowell. Since the need for Camp Bowie had lessened
as a result of the removal of the Chiricahuas and the dls-

23
establishment of their old reservation, one company of

24cavalry from Bowie was assigned to Camp Lowell.
Indian difficulties in southeastern Arizona were not at 

an end in 1876, however, but were to continue throughout the

21 Arizona Citizen. June 3, 1876.2 2 -------------------
Ibid.. June 10 and June 24. 1876; Osle. op. cit..

167. ---- • ---
25

Executive Orders Relating to Indian Reservations 
. . ., 6~ The Chiricahua ReservatTon was restored to the 
public domain, October 30, 1876.

.24
House Exec. Doc., 44 Cong.,"2 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2,

103
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25next ten years. Renegades roamed over the old Chiricahua
reservation, and extended their depredations between the
Santa Cruz and the Rio Grande, fleeing across the border
when troops were sent out to capture them. On September 28,
1876, Captain S. M. Whitside. with his company of cavalry
left Camp Lowell under instructions to scout the border and

26
afford protection for settlers. Again, the killing of 
several people in the Sonoita Valley on February 4, 1877, 
resulted in the sending from Camp Lowell of Company B,
Sixth Cavalry,under Lieutenant Hanna to protect the settle
ments in that region. Indian scouts from Camp Apache and27
troops from Camp Bowie were also sent to the Sonoita.
Colonel Kautz considered the situation serious enough to
warrant the establishment of a post in the area, and on
February 12 he ordered two cavalry companies, one each from
Camp Grant and Camp Lowell, to a location in the Huachuca 

28
Mountains. . ■ ' .

Nonetheless, Governor Safford, who had long accused 
Kautz of inactivity and disinterest in the Indian problem 
in southern Arizona, decided to take matters into his own

"25
Bancroft, op. cit., 569.

26 '
Arizona Citizen, September 30, 1876.

■ 27 .... ..'
Ibid., February 10, 1877; House Exec. Doc., 45 Cong. 

2 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2, 136.28 ~ • ••
Ibid., 137.
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hands. .Under authority of the territorial legislature, he 
organized a company of volunteer scouts from the San Carlos 
Reservation, and demanded that Kautz furnish them with five 
hundred muskets. Kautz replied that he could not supply 
that number of weapons, as he could only spare sixty-three

29
from Lowell, none from Grant, and thirty-seven from Bowie.
However, he authorized these muskets to be placed at the
disposal of Captain Clay Beauford, commander of the scouts.
Beauford and his command stayed out two months, but accom-

30 •
plished nothing.

The remainder of 1877 saw little military activity at 
Camp Lowell. In July Company K, Eighth Infantry, under 
Major W. S. Worth, arrived at Lowell from Apache, and re
placed Company G. The change was made to give Company G a

31
rest from the desert heat.

In 1878 the Department of Arizona was placed under the 
command of General Orlando B. Willcox. Colonel Kautz had 
been at odds with Governor Safford and was criticized by the 
citizens for alleged inefficiency in dealing with the Chiri- 
cahuas. On March 6 Kautz retired, and the following day

" 25 :--------
Arizona Citizen, February 24, 1877.30 _ ~*
Ibid., June 16, 1877; House Exec. Doc., 45 Cong., 2 Bess., Bo. 1, ot. 2, 139.

31
Arizona Citizen, July 19, 1877
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32
Willcox assumed command of the department. Willcox set
to work clearing the Chiricahuas out of southeastern Arizona,
but in this he was handicapped by the withdrawal of seven
hundred troops from the department. Company K, Eighth

33
Infantry, departed from Camp Lowell on June 14, but was
replaced by headquarters company of the Sixth Cavalry from

34
Camp Grant later in the month.

Willcox next decided that a concentration of troops in
the department at several posts would effect an economy of
the funds at his disposal. He had hoped that Camp Lowell
and Port Yuma might be discontinued. Apparently, however,
by September, 1878, it was decided not to abandon Camp Lowell,
because the Dost had become more imcortant as a supply depot

35
and as quarters for staff-officers. Nevertheless, Camp
Lowell was for a while almost without a garrison. In
September, 1878, there were only fifteen private soldiers
and six officers from headquarters companv, Sixth Cavalry,

36
at the post. With such inadequate military protection at

32 ' '
House Exec. Doc.t 45 Cong., 3 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2,

193; Arizona Weekly Star, February 28, 1878.
33

Ibid., June 13, 1878.
34

Ibid., June 20, 1878.35 “
House Exec. Doc., 45 Cons., 3 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2,

196.
36

Ibid., 24-25.
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Camp Lowell, Willcox ordered Captain Rafferty and hia com
pany from Camp Grant to proceed to Lowell and furnish guards

37
for the mails south of Phoenix. "The troop strength at
Camp Lowell.was gradually increased to two companies. Under
orders.from department headquarters, most of the posts in
Arizona were given a permanent status. Camp Lowell was one
of these, and on April 5, 1879, the name of the Dost was

38changed to Fort Lowell.
As the seventies came to a close, the duties performed

by the military' at Fort Lowell underwent a change. Sixth
Cavalry headquarters had been moved to the post on the
Rillito and it was here that courts-martial.: were held and
prisoners quartered preparatory to their removal to the

39military prisons at Leavenworth or Alcatraz Island. A
general court martial was ordered to convene at Fort Lowell
on September 10, 1879, but when intelligence was received
that Victorio and his band were reported on their way to
Arizona from Mexico, the court was postponed and all posts

40
in the department alerted. No troops were sent from Fort

37
Arizona Weekly Star, October 17, 1878.

58 ~
Ibid., April 24, 1879. The other posts affected by 

this order were Apache, Grant, McDowell, Mohave, and Verde. 
See also Frank C. Lockwood, "Tucson, the Old Pueblo," 
Arizona Historical Review, III, (July, 1930), No. 2,79.
' 35 Arizona Weekly Star, August 2, 1877.

40
Ibid., September 11, 1879.
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Lowell, however, for the renegades, hard pressed by the 
Mexicans, were willing to enter the San Carlos Reservation 
voluntarily.

The troops at Port Lowell were not engaged in Indian
warfare all of the time, however. A military telegraph
line was constructed in 1873 from San Diego to Prescott and
Tucson. The line was in operation by December, and cost
§45,000, the labor being furnished almost entirely by the

41
troops in the department. Subsequently the line was
extended to camps Verde and Apache. On March 6, 1875, the
telegraph was completed from Tucson to Camp Lowell, and
Colonel W. B. Royal! exchanged congratulatory telegrams

42
with John Wasson, editor of the Arizona Citizen. The use 
of the telegraph line placed all the major posts of the 
department in instant communication with each other and with 
department and division headquarters. The telegraph was' 
responsible for much of the success in the war against the 
Apaches during the late seventies. The construction of new 
roads between the different posts was also undertaken by 
the troops. Congress appropriated §15,000 for this purpose 
on March 3, 1875, and Colonel Kautz preferred to use.the

' "41 “ : 1 :
House Exec. Doc., 43 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 1, pt. 3, X. 42 "
Arizona' Citizen, March 13, 1875.
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troops rather than private contractors for reasons of 
43

economy.
During the seventies the character of the war against 

the Indians changed, and with it changed also the part 
played hy Port Lowell in these military operations. By 1873 
a majority of the hostile bands were placed on reservations. 
Those who refused to surrender were pursued by scouting 
expeditions and forced either to flee across the border 
into Mexico or submit to reservation control at San Carlos. 
Gradually all but a few leaders were rounded up, and these 
renegades occupied the attention of the military during the 
eighties. As the need for military protection shifted from 
the San Carlos area to southeastern Arizona, new posts were 
established in that region. "Although Fort Lowell was to 
remain the headquarters for the Sixth Cavalry and supply 
these forward posts throughout the turbulous Indian cam
paigns of the eighties. Port Lowell was to be overshadowed 
in the following decade by the greater importance of posts 
which were located in the heart of the Indian country.

43
House Exec. Doc., 44 Cong., 2 Sees., No. 1, pt. 2,

103



CHAPTER III

PORFIRISTAS, AM) SUBJUGATING THE APACHE, 1880-1891

, The opening of the decade of the 1880*s found the 
troops in Arizona enjoying a temporary respite from the 
Indian wars. However, hostilities were soon to be renewed 
on a large scale, and before the close of the decade the 
work of the army on the frontier was to be substantially 
completed. By 1889 the early suggestions for the abandon
ment. of Fort Lowell materialized into concrete proposals, 
which, two years later, brought the existence of the post to 
an end.

During its final eleven years as a military establish
ment, Port Lowell played but a relatively minor part in the 
campaigns against the Indians. Its geographical location 
placed Fort Lowell on the periphera of major operations, 
and the main burden of carrying on the Apache wars was 
shouldered by the posts in southeastern and east-central 
Arizona, namely, forts Huachuca, Bowie, Grant, Thomas and 
Apache. However, Fort Lowell did not function as an isolated 
unit, but rather it acted in cooperation with other posts in 
the territory in bringing about the final subjugation of the 
hostile Apache Indians. From time to time reconnaissance 
expeditions were sent to the field, and detachments from
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Port Lowell set out in pursuit of the Indians. In addition, 
small forces were employed in preventing border distur
bances, though Fort Huachuca gradually replaced Port Lowell 
in this capacity as the decade came to a close.

The year 1880 opened with Colonel E. A. Carr in com
mand at Fort Lowell and conditions throughout Arizona 
fairly peaceful. The Indians on the San Carlos Reservation 
were at peace, and the army was keeping a watchful eye on 
Victorio and his band, whose raids in Mexico threatened to 
extend into Arizona. At this time, precautionary measures, 
in the form of scouting parties dispatched from several 
posts, were taken to prevent Victorio from making incursions 
into Arizona. Command of these operations was vested in 
Colonel Carr who left Fort Lowell and established head
quarters-in- the-field near Fort Bowie.

From Fort Lowell Captain W. A. Rafferty and thirty-nine
men from 1.1 Company, Sixth Cavalry, undertook a scouting
expedition to southeastern Arizona. They left on May 10,
1880, and returned on June 25, during which time they

1travelled over three hundred miles. Crediting the officers 
and men of the department with vigilance and bravery. Gen
eral Willcox reported that these defensive movements had

2been successful in keeping Victorio outside the department.

i : : ~Report of the Secretary of War, 1880, 221-222.
Ibid., 205-206.
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In October, Victorio met his death in a battle with Mexican
troops, and he was succeeded by Nana as leader of the band.
For the next two years, however, this group of Apaches
raided southern Arizona, and kept the military constantly 

3on the alert.
While scouting in the Dragoon Mountains, Captain 

Rafferty’s command from Fort Lowell was suddenly called 
upon to perform another duty. A band of filibusters, under 
the leadership of Marquez de Leon, was reported to have 
left Tucson for the Mexican border. Marquez, a native of 
Lower California, early achieved prominence in the French 
War of intervention, and in 1877 contributed to the revolu
tion which established Porfirio Dfaz as president of the 
republic. However, Marquez had become dissatisfied because 
Diaz had accorded him insufficient recognition for his 
services in the fevolution. Late in 1879 Marquez set about 
to satisfy his ambition by instigating a revolution against 
the federal government. Because of his influence in Lower 
California, he chose this area for his major efforts, and 
delegated a lieutenant to carry on operations in Sinaloa. 
The revolution in Sinaloa reached seme degree of success in 
the summer of 1880, but by September was put down by fed
eral troops under Dfaz. .

Martin F. Schmitt, General Crook, His Autobiography,
3

242
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Marquez * s expedition in lower California likewise re
sulted in failure. Federal troops forced the insurgents 
northward and speeded discontent and wholesale desertion in 
the group which at one time numbered nearly 600 men. Mdrquez 
left for California to seek aid and reinforcements, and fail
ing in this, rejoined the remnants of his following which 
crossed into Sonora. In all probability Marquez hoped he 
could enlist recruits for his cause in Arizona, for after
entering the territory by way of Sonoita, he made his way 

4
to Tucson.

On June 15, it having been reported that Marquez and 
his band were on their way from Tucson to the border. Cap
tain Rafferty received orders to pursue and capture them 
if possible. Promptly rushing to the scene, the command 
dispersed the group but failed to capture Marquez who had 
fled with one or two of his followers. The remainder of 
the expedition pretended they were private citizens going
about their business, so Rafferty and his men returned to

5
Fort Lowell without bringing in any prisoners.

Another filibuster expedition made its appearance in 
August. It is possible that this group was a remnant of 
the band which Rafferty had intercepted in June. Captain

----- - ~

Bancroft, North Mexican States...,II, 702-703, 738-739. 5
Report of the Secretary of War, 1880, 218.



Rafferty telegraphed Colonel Carr that 22 men and their 
leader, Brigido Reyes, had been reported by the Mexican con
sul in Tucson to be on their way to Mexico. Troops were 
dispatched from Port Huachuca, but subsequent information 
revealed that the party had crossed into Mexico the day 
after the order was issued. These filibusters could not be 
stopped with the limited’forces at his disposal. Colonel
Carr reported, for the main duty of the troops was to pro-

6tect the inhabitants from hostile Indians.
However, the events which occurred at San Carlos in 

the summer of 1881 not only taxed to the limit the troops 
in Arizona, but for the first time necessitated the addition 
of commands from other departments for temporary duty. The 
White Mountain Apaches, who had located near Fort Apache, 
were brought under the mystical sway of Nocadel-klinny, a 
medicine man who claimed divine revelation. He attempted 
to resurrect two dead chieftains, and failing in this, an
nounced that the white men must be killed before the spirits

7
of the dead chiefs would return. The influence of the 
medicine man over the Indians was considered dangerous.
Upon the advice of Indian Agent J. C. Tiffany, General 
Willcox ordered Colonel Carr, then in command at Port
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8 - -
Apache, to arrest the medicine man. Carr met.Nocadel-
klinny at his camp on Cibicu Creek, August 30, but suffered
serious losses because of the treachery of some of his In- 

9
dian scouts. Under cover of darkness the remnants of.the 
command made its way back to Fort Apache, which, on the fol
lowing day, was unsuccessfully assaulted by the Indians.

Word of the massacre at Cibicu Creek reached General
Willcox, who quickly ordered out all the troops in the de-

10
partment to crush the revolt. Apparently Captain Rafferty’s
company at Fort Lowell took the field, though evidence as
to its activities or disposition is inconclusive. But news
of the uprising so enraged General Sherman that he demanded
an end to "this annual Apache stampede . . . right now,”
and proposed to send, if necessary, "every available man in

11the army” to strike a decisive blow. Accordingly, rein
forcements from Hew Mexico, commanded by General R. S. 
McKenzie, were sent to Fort Apache, and the Indians, im
pressed by the display of military power, entered the reser
vation and surrendered. Simultaneously, troops from

. s :Cornelius A. Smith, "The Army and the Apache,” Arizona Historical Review, IV,.No. 4, (January, 1932), 63.
.. . 9 ; ;..... ... '' ' . .

Schmitt, op. cit., 242.
10 . • .

Ogle, op. cit., 206; House Exec. Doc., 47 Cong.,1 Sess^ No. 1, pt. 2, 144.
11 ........... . ...............

Ibid., 144
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California arrived to augment the military strength in 
Arizona.

However, these forces and four commands in the field 
were not able to prevent another outbreak. A group of 
seventy-four Chiricahuas, under the leadership of Juh and 
Nachez, who were supposed to have feared being disarmed if 
they remained at San Carlos, fled the reservation on Sep
tember 29, successfully eluded capture, and reached the
Sierra Madres in Mexico where they joined Nana and his

12
band. During the period of peace which followed, it was 
considered safe to release the reinforcements from New 
Mexico and California from further service in Arizona.

While the troops in the department were enjoying a 
brief respite from Indian warfare, the Chiricahuas plotted 
to force Loco and his Warm Springs followers to leave San 
Carlos. In April, 1882, Nachez and Chatto approached Loco, 
and, by stirring up sentiment among the band, secured the 
chief's approval of the plan for escape. On the 19th the 
group, totaling more than seven hundred persons, made its 
way towards the border.

General Willcox responded to the alarm by calling out 
the troops from Fort Thomas, sending out scouting parties 
from forts Grant and Euachuca, and reserving the cavalry at

T g  : — -
Schmitt, o]D. cit., 242.
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other posts to follow up when the location of the hostiles
13 'could be ascertained. For some reason the Fort Thomas 

troops, which were closest to the band, turned back without 
encountering Loco, while the other troops in the field 
failed to intercept the fugitives.

A detachment of troops from New Mexico under Colonel 
G. A. Forsyth did succeed, however, in picking up the trail.
A fight took place in the Stein’s Peak Range, but the hos
tile s managed to escape and made their way across the border. 
Forsyth was reinforced by a command from Fort Grant under 
Captain T. C. Tupper. Together they pursued the band into 
Mexico and fortunately forced them into an ambush made up 
of Mexican troops. The Indians lost over one hundred of
their number in the engagement that followed, but the re-

14mainder made their way to the Sierra Madres.
• The effect of the large outbreak by Loco’s band was 

Immediate and of far-reaching consequences. Nine days after 
Loco left San Carlos, the United States Senate adopted a 
resolution submitted by Wilkinson Call, Senator from Florida, 
proposing that "the entire military power of the United States 
be used, if necessary, for the punishment of the perpetrators

Arizona Weekly Star, April 20, 1882.
Ogle, op. £it.> 214.

14
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15
of these outrages." In reply to questioning by the House
Committee on Military Affairs whether there were enough
troops at General Willcox’s disposal at this time, the
Secretary of V/ar reported on May 3 that troop strength in
Arizona had been increased, as a result of the outbreak,
from 1238 officers and men to 2377. Furthermore, orders
had been issued, he continued, for the transfer to Arizona
of the First Infantry from Texas and the Third Cavalry from

16
the Department of the Platte.

Even more significant than the temporary military re
inforcement of the department was the solving at this time 
of the greatest obstacle to the ultimate conclusion of the 
Apache wars. It had long been demonstrated that the hostiles 
would flee across the border into Mexico to elude their pur
suers and recoup their forces. Mexican troops had likewise 
found that the international boundary line presented a 
barrier to their efforts to capture the renegades. During 
the summer of 1882 negotiations were conducted and on July 29 
a treaty was signed whereby the regular troops of the United 
States and Mexico could "reciprocally cross the boundary 
line of the two countries when . . . in close pursuit of a

13 - : " ' ~
Senate Misc. Doc., 47 Cong., 1 Sess., Vol. 1, No. 86. 

16 —
House Exec. Doc., 47 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 193;

Arizona Weekly Star, May 25, 1882.
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17
band of hostile Indians. . . •M Henceforth it would be
possible to pursue any fugitives from San Carlos who dashed
into Mexico, and root them from their hitherto secure haunts.

In harmony with the more aggressive attitude of the
War Department toward the Apache problem, General George
Crook was reassigned to the command of the department.
Crook arrived on September 4, 1882, and after establishing
a vigorous system of control over the reservation Indians
he set to work reorganizing the military commands of the
department. Since he anticipated future trouble with the
renegades in the Sierra Madres, Crook broke up several
small encampments in the field and concentrated them at
permanent posts where they would be more immediately 

18available. "
For the next four years, the war was carried on by 

columns of troops and Indian scouts many miles south of 
the border. The established posts garrisoned large num
bers of reserves, outfitted troops for field duty, and sent 
out patrols to scout the immediate vicinity. Such was the 
function of Fort Lowell after General Crook came to Arizona. 
In March, 1885, twenty-six hand-picked bucks under the

— T7 ' ~
Malloy, op. cit., 1144-1145., This treaty was re

newed annually, and expired November 1, 1886. Ibid., 1145- 
1146, 1157-1159, 1162-1163.

18
House Exec. Doc., 48 Cong.,. 1 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2,

161
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leadership of Chatfco came out of Mexico, and, by stealing
horses on their way, were able to cover seventy-five miles 

19
a day. A reconnaissance from Fort Lowell quickly marched
to the San Pedro near Benson, but failed to Intercept the

20
hostlles as they were already twenty-five miles away.
Similar results were experienced by troops from forts Hua- 
chuca and Grant, and the elusive band was able to make Its 
way unmolested as far as Fort Apache. Returning to Mexico, 
the renegades were equally successful in dodging the troops. 
However, one of their number, “Peaches,n voluntarily sur
rendered at San Carlos and offered to guide General Crook 
to the hideout in the Sierra Madres.

Crook then determined upon an expedition to the Sierra 
Madres by which he planned to return the renegades to San 
Carlos where they could easily be controlled. In choosing 
the troops which would comprise the expedition. Crook did 
not take any from Fort Lowell. Lieutenant Thomas Cruse, 
who was stationed at the fort at this time, wrote that re
cruits had just arrived and his duties consisted of drilling
them while the expedition carried on operations below the 21
border. Crook gathered his forces at San Bernardino

i5 —  : ~  ' : :
John G. Bourke, On the Border with Crook, 452.

20 "" *
Thomas Cruse, Apache Days and After, 184.21  
Ibid., 185.
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Springs, and. after securing the c cooperation of Mexican 
civil and military authorities, started out on the campaign 
May 1. By June 23 more than three hundred Indians from the 
bands belonging to Nana, Loco, and Bonito had been re
turned to San Carlos, but the remainder, including Geronimo

22
and Chatto, delayed surrendering until Ajpril, 1884.

This campaign should have ended the Apache problem and
diminished the need for the army in Arizona. However, the
Indians became dissatisfied as a result of a contest between
Indian Agent Wilcox and General Crook for control of the
reservation, and in May, 1885, after indulging in a native
intoxicant, tiswin, more than one hundred Indians, including

23
Geronimo, Nachez, and Nana, fled the reservation. Mean
while, during the interval of peace before this outbreak, 
troops in the department were exchanged with those from 
elsewhere. The Fourth Cavalry relieved the Sixth, and two

24companies assigned to Fort Lowell arrived on June 1, 1884. 
These troops and Company F, First Infantry, garrisoned the 
post when Geronimo returned to Mexico in 1885.

General Crook again set about to organize an expedi
tionary force to the Sierra Madres. This time he established

22 :
House Exec. Doc., 48 Con#., 2 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2. 

134-135. ---
23

Ogle, op. cit., 231-232.
24-

Arizona Weekly Star, May 8, 1884.
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four temporary field stations between Port Huachuca and
Deming, New Mexico. These outposts were to supply the
columns operating in Mexico and to patrol the adjacent
area, for which duty troops were drawn from permanent posts.
Two companies of the Fourth Cavalry, commanded by Captain
Martin, left Port Lowell on June 18, and proceeded to Port

25
Huachuca where they received their orders. From Fort
Huachuca, Martin and his men set up camp at Guadalupe Canyon,
one of the temporary posts, and in September the command
was reinforced by the addition of Captain Thompson's troops

26
from Rucker's Canyon.

Crook's expedition, which got under way in May, returned 
in September, but despite vigorous attacks he was unable to 
corner the renegades. A second expedition was sent into the 
field in November. By February, 1886, the hostiles, though 
not beaten, offered to talk with Crook about a possible 
surrender. Arrangements were made whereby the Indians 
would surrender if sent East instead of back to San Carlos, 
but as the band was being escorted back to the international 
boundary line Geronimo, Nachez, and thirty-six others, 
having obtained a quantity of liquor, fled to the Sierra 
Madres. General Crook had been sharply criticized for his

—  -  -  : — — — — — — —

Ibid., June 18, 1885.
Ibid., September 3, 1885.

26
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use of Indian scouts in the long campaign and rather than 
change his tactics, he asked to be relieved of his command. 
Accordingly, on April 12, 1886, General Nelson A. Miles 
assumed command of the Department of Arizona.

With a great display of energy. General Miles ordered 
more troops to the department, and divided southern New Mex
ico and Arizona into numerous districts of observation, each 
of which would patrol its own area and would be in constant
touch with each other by means of a system of heliograph 

27
stations. This method of communication, consisting of a
mirror apparatus set atop mountain peaks, was more rapid
than the telegraph, and in the end proved to be a vital
factor in rounding up Geronimo. Pursuant to orders increasing
the troop strength of Arizona, two companies of the Eighth
Infantry arrived at Fort Lowell in April, Colonel A. V.

28
Kautz, commanding. Company F, First Infantry was released 
for duty elsewhere. The year 1886 marked the climax of 
military operations in Arizona, and at the same time saw the 
garrison at Fort Lowell for the first and only time brought 
up to its full capacity of four companies, or eighteen 
officers and 239 men.

Before General Miles was prepared to launch his offensive,

—  — —  • ■
Senate Exec. Doc., 49 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 117, 45.

28 “  ‘Arizona Weekly Star, April 15, 1886.
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Geronimo and Machez crossed the border into the Santa Cruz 
Valley, and, avoiding military garrisons, penetrated as far 
north as Port Apache. Pursuit parties did not intercept 
the renegades, but their vigorous efforts minimized the 
damage that would otherwise,have been caused. The raid re
sulted in taking measures to protect the upper Santa Cruz, 
however; and early in May "all the soldiers fit for service
at Port Lowell" were ordered to leave for Nogales with

29twenty days rations.
This proved to be the last of the hostile incursions

into Arizona, for Geronimo remained in the Sierra Madres
until forced to surrender by Captain H. W. Lawton. The
band left its lofty fastness under escort and formally
surrendered to General Miles on September 4, after which
the group was sent to Florida.

The close of the Apache wars was a landmark in the
history of the Southwest. For the first time in about three

50hundred years the region was freed of the Apache menace, 
and for the first time since its occupation by the Americans, 
Arizona no longer needed a large military establishment. 
However, the reduction of the garrisons and the disestablish
ment of many of the posts in Arizona proceeded at a cautious

29 ' —  —  : " “
Ibid., May 13, 1886.

' so - ..... ...... . ■ • ...-
Ogle, op. cit., 241.
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rate, for the few years following Geronimo’s surrender were 
marked by occasional outbreaks by individual Indians from- 
the San Carlos Reservation.

The garrison at Fort Lowell was reduced to three com
panies when, on November 24, 1886, Colonel Kautz and the
Eighth Infantry left for duty in the Department of the 

31Platte. During the winter and spring of the following
year scouting parties were conducted to the nearby mountains,
but in June, 1887, trouble broke out at San Carlos. As a
result of a tiswin drink three Indians were killed, and to
avoid arrest the perpetrators and some confederates left the
reservation in the direction of the San Pedro River and
Santa Catalina Mountains. General Miles ordered Major
H. E. Noyes, in command at Fort Lowell, to send out a patrol
and intercept the Indians. On June 5 Noyes dispatched two
companies of cavalry to the lower San Pedro, but did not
make contact with the fugitives who apparently returned to

32
the reservation before encountering the patrol.

Another tiswin drink at San Carlos in August, 1888, 
caused commands from Fort Lowell to be used in a similar 
capacity. Major Noyes was ordered to place his troops at 
the most suitable place to intercept any intoxicated Indians 
who might make their way south. Noyes sent Captain Mason’s

31 :
Arizona Weekly Star, November 25, 1886.

32
Ibid., June 9, 1887.
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company to the Rincon Mountains and another to Reddington.
Although the Arizona Weekly Star expressed concern for the -
safety of those in exposed localities and recommended that

33"picnic parties remain at home for the present," Major
Noyes withdrew his troops several days later and offered
the assurance that no further trouble was anticipated from 

34 ' - 'the Indians.
The troops at Port Lowell during the late eighties were 

not allowed to forget the tactics of Indian warfare, however. 
General Miles ordered field maneuvers in the fall of 1887 
and again in.1838. "Attacking" forces from several of the 
posts were supposed to "capture" other posts in the terri
tory, and the garrisons at. these posts were to defend them
selves and set out in pursuit of the "attackers." Such was 
the nature of the field maneuvers. In 1887 Captain Wint 
and a detachment from Port Lowell were instructed to "attack" 
Fort Apache, and the skill of this officer was highly 
praised by General Miles.

Captain Wint started from Fort Lowell, A. T., 
and escaping from his pursuers and eluding 
the troops sent to intercept him, remained 
several days in their vicinity in the Graham 
Mountains, and finally succeeded in reaching 
Fort Apache, A.>T., with the loss of but 4 
men, captured. Returning, he skillfully misled 
-and avoided the command in pursuit, capturing 
a second command endeavoring to intercept

33
Ibid., August 9. 1888.

34
Ibid., August 16, 1888.
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him, but v/as finally captured by a third 
command to which one of his captives had 
deserted and given information of his pre
sence. T^is was one of the longest and most 
successful expeditions of the "series.** 35

By way of contrast, the troops from Fort Lowell were not
so successful in the maneuvers of 1888. An attacking force
was supposed to "take" either Fort Lowell or Fort Huachuca,
so it was Major Noyes* duty to defend his post from the
"enemy." Sentinels, posted in the Catalinas and Rincons,
captured thirty soldiers under Lieutenants Clark and James
from Fort Grant, who were in pursuit of the "enemy." It
was not discovered until the troops returned to Fort Lowell
that the sentinels had succeeded in capturing the pursuers

36
instead of the pursued. General Miles considered the
maneuvers of great value to the officers and troops in the
event of Indian uprisings and "in case they should be called

37
upon for service in civilized warfare."

The last years of the decade, and of the existence of
Fort Lowell, saw a decline in the activity at the post. In
December, 1888, Colonel C. E. Compton relieved Major Noyes

38
as commanding officer of the garrison, and one company of

35
Miles, op. cit., 541.36 ~ "
Arizona Weekly Star, October 11, 1888.

37
Miles, op. cit., 538.

38 ~™’
Arizona Weekly Star, December 6, 1888.
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the Fourth Cavlary left for another post. Scouting for
Indians in the nearby mountains continued through 1890, 
though often it was discovered that rumor rather than fact 
had been the cause for the dispatch of the soldiers.

The closing of the Indian wars and the diminished mili
tary activity at Fort Lowell during the final years was 
accompanied by plans in the War Department for a revision 
of military policy in Arizona. These plans bore fruit, 
when, in 1891, it was decided that Fort Lowell was no longer 
necessary to the military establishment of Arizona. Before 
considering the history of the movement for the abandonment 
of the post, several aspects of life at Fort Lowell merit 
consideration. The first of these shall be the construction 
of the buildings at the post.

39

Interview, Captain Armstrong, April 22, 1947.
39



chapter IV

THE CONSTRUCTION OF FORT LOWELL, 1873-1891

The history of the construction of the buildings at 
Fort Lowell divides itself into periods corresponding 
directly with the military activity at the post. During 
the years 1873 to 1877 two companies of troops were, on 
the average, encamped at Fort Lowell, and simultaneously 
the main structures of the post were completed. For the 
years 1878 to 1882 the troop strength averaged but one 
company, and with such a small garrison the buildings were 
allowed to fall into a state of disrepair. During the 
period of greatest military activity, 1883 to 1888, an 
average of three companies of troops saw service at Fort 
Lowell. These years also witnessed a renewed increase in 
repairing old buildings and in erecting new quarters. 
Following the capture of Geronimo and the lessening need 
for the military in Arizona, Fort Lowell entered its last 
phase. The post was marked for abandonment, and consequently 
only temporary repairs were made between 1888 and 1891. 
Throughout the eighteen years of its existence on the site 
by the Rillito, the construction and repair of the buildings 
at Fort Lowell were of major concern to the officers in 
charge; and although the repairs demanded the greater
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amount of the attention of the military, the erection of 
the original nucleus of buildings was a slow process which 
encountered many delays and was not completed until 1875• 

The need for better housing for the troops at Camp 
Lowell had been one of the factors causing General Crook 
to order the removal of the troops to the new campsite 
near the Rillito. Camp Lowell, like Camp Grant, was sup
posed to be large enough to accommodate four companies of
troops, and the two posts were to be built at a combined

1cost of $35,000• General Crook ordered this amount to be
2

divided evenly between the two posts. On March 13, head
quarters Fifth Cavalry was moved from Camp McDowell to Camp 
Lowell, and Major W. B. Royall assumed command. After sur
veying possible campsites, Royall decided on a spot seven 
miles northeast of Tucson, close to the Rillito Creek. 
Orders were then given to commence clearing the underbrush 
and mesquite trees from the site. The infantry was moved 
to the new site on March 19, and the headquarters and band

House Exec. Doc., 43 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2,
114.

2 ' / :There was some contradiction as to the exact amount 
allotted to Camp Lowell. The Arizona Citizen stated on 
March 22, 1873, that §18,000 was allowed. Later, June 21, 
it said §17,000. S. W. Livingston, Q.M.U.S.A., reported 
that the figure was $17,500. Washington Quartermaster 
Depot, Archives and Claims Branch, May 28, 18*/4. riereafter 
documents from the 'Archives and Claims Branch will be re
ferred to as Q. M. D.
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3followed on the next day.
At first the troops were housed In tents, and work was

pushed forward so that permanent quarters could accommodate
the men as soon as possible. Civilians were employed and ■
by June It was noted that some fifty citizens were at work 

. 4
on the adobes. . Laborers were in demand and received one
dollar per day with board, or one dollar and fifty cents 

5
without board. Lumber was secured by private contract, 
and men at Camp Lowell busied themselves whip-sawing the 
wood. By the first of July, however, no buildings had been 
completed, and Lieutenant-Colonel Carr, commanding officer 
at the post, had to curtail operations for lack of means at 
his disposal. Orders from the War Department suspended ex
penditures for the fiscal year and returned the unexpended 
funds to the Treasury. The post quartermaster. Captain John 
V. Furey, reported that funds appropriated for the construc
tion of the new Camp Lowell did not reach him until May 14, 
thereby giving him but six weeks before the close of the 
fiscal year. During this time, he continued, constant rains

5 ; : : : : ' “
Arizona Citizen, March 22, 1873.4
Ibid., June 7, 1873.

5 — *
Ibid., May 31, 1873.6
Ibid.. May 24, 1873.
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7
made It practically Impossible to make adobes. Therefore, 
little had been done beyond choosing a site and clearing 
the ground.

Nevertheless, during the summer, the desert campsite
had been transformed into a scene of considerable activity.
Despite the lack of funds, Carr used the labor of troops at
the post as much as possible. On September 4, however, an
appropriation was made allowing §7,500 more to be expended 

8
at Camp Lowell. This time it was decided to have a con
tractor furnish the adobes, rather than employ civilian 
labor directly at the post. Captain Furey opened bids for
the construction of 600,000 adobes on October 4, and the

9contract was awarded to the firm of Lord & Williams.
Work on the commanding officer’s quarters and the guard
house were completed, and with the arrival of doors and

10
sashes on October 16 these buildings were put to use. The
flag pole on the parade ground at the old camp in Tucson was
removed, and on December 21, 1873, it was erected at the new 

11site. .

' 7 :
Q. M. D., Annual Report of Capt. John V. Furey, 1872-1873.

8
Q,. M. D., Livingston to Allen, May 28, 1874. The 

Arizona"Citizen on October 4, 1873, claimed'the total ap- 
propriation to be §30,000, whereas it only amounted to §25,000.

9 ......  " ,Arizona Citizen, October 4, 11, 1873.
Ibid., October 18, 1873.
Ibid., December 27, 1873.

11
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Next to "be constructed were the quartermaster and com
missary buildings. In February, 1874, this work was hurried 
so that the quartermaster stores at the old Tucson depot 
could be located at Gamp Lowell before the close of the 
month. The quartermaster department had rented buildings 
in Tucson for storage purposes, and in an effort to econo
mize the funds at its disposal, the War Department ordered 
the depot vacated and all stores moved to Camp Lowell by 
February 28. This move to reduce the expenditures of the 
military establishment also resulted in the dismissal of
civilian help and the stoppage of all work which incurred

12
cash liability. On April 2 the Secretary of War ordered
work on Camp Lowell to be finished as quickly as possible

13
by the labor of troops. An observer who visited the post 
in June noted that considerable progress had been made by 
that time. The buildings for the quartermaster and commis
sary stores had been finished and the corral, granary, wagon, 
blacksmith, and harness shops were about completed. One set 
of company quarters, and one for officers (in addition to 
the one already in use by the commanding officer) were also 
being finished. The reporter complimented Colonel Crittenden, 
commanding officer, for making the best of the means at his

— 1_  —  ; —  :
Ibid., February 14, 21, 28, 1874.
Ibid., April 4, 1874. .

13-
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disposal, and predicted that when completed Camp Lowell would
14

be one of the most pleasant military posts in Arizona.
Funds were still needed, however, to construct additional

accommodations for officers and men. In December Major \Y.
B. Royall, who succeeded Crittenden as commanding officer,
made a special trip to department headquarters in Prescott
to obtain the necessary funds for the completion of the post

15
buildings. His mission was successful, but the amount he 
was able to secure is not known. During the ensuing months 
construction at the post advanced slowly, yet surely, toward 
completion. By June, 1875, only $19,000 had been expended 
on Camp Lowell, and it was estimated that §10,000 more would 
be required to finish the job. However, Camp Lowell had 
grown considerably, and by this time boasted seven sets of 
officers' quarters, two sets of quarters for infantry, one 
for cavalry, and one for regimental band, in addition to16
"suitable and well built offices for the post adjutant."

The main task of building the post on the Rillito was 
finished in 1875. Other structures were, from time to time, 
added to this nucleus of buildings, the most notable of 
these being the post hospital. Some time before 1875 work

13 : "
Ibid., June 6, 1874.

15
Ibid., December 26, 1874.
Ibid., June 26, 1875. •

16
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on' the hospital had begun. On. March 15, 1875, however,
J. B. Girard, Post Surgeon, pressed for special appropria
tions with which to complete the building. He informed his 
super! ors tha t hosp i tal pati ents were crowded into three 
small rooms "totally unadapted . . .  for the proper treat
ment of the sick." To remedy the situation he recommended 
enlarging the hospital, in conformity with the regulation
plan, and installing in the rooms such necessities as board

17
floors, shelving, and counters. His estimated requisition
of $1,793" was approved by the Secretary of War on July 14,
1875. Just what was done in the way of construction at the
hospital at this time is not certain, but apparently not
much progress was made. On March 21, 1878, J. B. W. Gardiner,
the new post surgeon, requested an additional $1,755 for

18repairs and additions to the post hospital, and this •
19expenditure was approved on September 24. Gardiner had 

hoped to use this appropriation not only for the completion 
of a ramada, flooring the hallways and kitchen, and install
ing wooden doors, but also to erect a picket fence.and 
whitewash the interior of the building. However, these funds 
were insufficient for the amount of work contemplated, and

l7 - :—
Q. M. D., Girard to Surg. Gen., March 15, 1875.18 *" "" -
Ibid., Gardiner to Adj. Gen., March 21, 1878.

19
Ibid., Q. M. Gen. to Chief .Q. M., Div. of the

Pacific, September 24, 1878.
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the picket fence and- whitewashing were abandoned to permit
the completion of as much as possible of the ramada and 

20
flooring.

Had the ramada been built at this time the hospital
roof would have been given some protection from erosion.
But the unusually heavy rains during the summer months of

21
1876, 1877, and 1878 inflicted severe damage on the roof 
and necessitated major repairs to the building. A report 
of the post surgeon. May 1, 1879, testified to the deplor
able condition of the hospital*

During the rainy season the roof leaks to 
the extent as to render it difficult, and 
at times, almost impossible to protect 
patients and property. . . .  Walls and 

.. : floors that may have been thoroughly brushed
or washed will in a few hours frequently 

' ' ' become, in consequence of this leakage,
so wet and stained by water and mud passing 
through the roof as scarcely to be recognized 
or endured as Hospital WalIs. 22

It was recommended that not only should suitable tin roofs
be built but also that a ramada be constructed and the
flooring completed. However, the surgeon warned that the

20 ^  '

Ibid., Skinner to Adj. Gen., May 1, 1879.
21 -Rainfall statistics for this period at Camp Lowell, 

as compiled by the Signal Corps, were as follows:
1876 - 10.38 in. (June 23 to October 1)
1877 - 7.21 in. (July 6 to October 1)
1878 - 10.98 in. (June 15 to September 1)

Arizona Weekly Star, July 17, 1879.
22 —M. D., Skinner to Adj. Gen., May 1, 1879.
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roof was in sucli a condition that without a new roof the
23

other repairs would not be advisable. But before action 
•could be taken on~this request the summer rains had set in, 
and Assistant-Surgeon J. 0. Skinner reported that unless 
immediate action was taken for repairing the roof, the 
bedding and books and other hospital property would cer
tainly be damaged. Furthermore, he pointed out that the 
hospital had an unusually large number of patients, whose
health and safety was in jeopardy because of the leaky 

24
roof. On August 18 an expenditure of $2,961 for the
recommended improvements to the hospital was approved by

25
the Secretary of War. It appears that at this time the
hospital was, in effect, completed. The tin roofs, ramada, 
and the remainder of the flooring were installed, the wood
work was painted, and the rooms and nallways were white
washed. However, further additions and improvements were 
recommended during the eighties and the hospital grew as 
circumstances dictated.

In December, 1880, Surgeon A. K. Smith recommended 
that ventilation in the hospital rooms would be improved

2 5  : :Ibid.. 24 ■ ■ - ••
Ibid., Skinner to Ass * t. Adj. Gen., Dept... of Ariz./ 

July. 12 , IcsvS .
25

Ibid., Q. M. Gen. to Chief Q. M., Div. of the
Pacific,“ August 2 7, 1879.
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26
if ventilators were used. Previously the circulation of
air was dependent only on the drafts caused by open windows
and fireplaces. Nothing was done, however, even though -
the recommendation was repeated in April, 1882. A report
of that year revealed that the roof, walls, doors, and

27
windows were in fair condition but needed painting. The 
arrival of two companies of troops in 1883 increased the 
troop strength from 61 to 177 officers and men, the greatest 
military concentration at Port Lowell since 1873. The post 
surgeon soon found it necessary to increase the size of the 
hospital and defer procuring the ventilators. On May 1, 1883, 
J. B. Girard,. Post Surgeon, forwarded an estimate for re
pairs and additions to the hospital. • He recommended that a 
new ward, capable of accomodating twelve beds, be added to 
the hospital. The ward was necessary, he continued, since 
the one in use was built ten years previously when the proper 
materials were difficult to obtain. Also, the ward had 
been constructed without regard to lighting and ventilation, 
and the tin roof, which was only four years old, had already 
become dilapidated and leaky during the rain storms. He 
estimated the cost of the addition at §2,587. Apparently,

26 . : " . 
Ibid., Report of the Medical Director, December 21,

1880.
27

Ibid., Smith to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Ariz., April
22, 1882.
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28
however, the proposal was disallowed. At the same time
Girard made an estimate for certain repairs. These included
a new water closet, painting and; whitewashing, m d  enough
lumber to construct tables and closets in which to store
china and patients’ effects. This estimate, amounting to

29
$401, was approved on July 19, and it maybe assumed that 
the repair work called for was completed.

In the following year Girard again recommended certain 
repairs to the hospital. His report of April 30, 1884 
called for refitting the hospital kitchen with new doors, 
putting up new cotton cloth ceilings, and building a board 
fence around the outside of the hospital. Cotton cloth 
had been attached to the ceiling to prevent direct leakage 
cn the occupants of the rooms, but Girard - complained that 
some of these "ceilings" had given away entirely, were 
corn, or had become stained and unsightly. He also recom
mended that aboard fence be built around the building to
improve the appearance of the hospital and give the patients

30a back yard and privacy. His estimate of $317 was approved 
31on July 22. The condition of the hospital buildings was

_  - g g -  ; -

Ibid., Girard to Adj. Gen., May 1,1883.
29

Ibid., Q. M. Gen. to Chief Q. M., Div. of the 
Pacific,"July 19, 1883.30

Ibid., Girard to Adj. Gen., April 30, 1884.
31

Ibid.. Q. M. Gen. to Chief q. M., Div. of the
Pacific, July 22, 1884.
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declared "good” in the annual inspection of 1887, and it32
was noted that no further repairs were needed. Apparently 
no more expenditures were made on the post hospital after 
1887, and it is probable that until the abandonment of the 
post in 1891 the building adequately served the needs of the 
military without any major repairs or additions.

The post hospital, like the other buildings at Port 
Lowell, boasted very few luxuries, but nonetheless contained 
the essential necessities for the proper care of the sick.
By 1887 the building presented a better appearance than it 
ever had before, and a description of the hospital at that 
time may give some idea of the facilities that were avail
able to the medical officers in charge. Properly speaking, 
the hospital was composed of two structures, located east 
of the parade ground. The main building housed the dis
pensary, surgeon's office, a spare room, steward’s quarters,
store room, isolation ward, washroom, attendant’s room, and 

33a general ward. .In all, there were thirteen rooms and
34

approximately 5,600 square feet of floor space. Most of 
the rooms had fireplaces and chimneys which provided

32
Ibid., Inspection reoort of Lt. F. Wheeler, March 31,

1887. "
33

Ibid., Skinner to Adj. Gen.. May 1, 1879.
34 -----

Ibid., Smith to Chief Q,. M., Dept, of Ariz.,
April 22, 1882.
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35
heating# and soft wood was used as fuel, as at the other

36
buildings on the post. The interior of the building was 
whitewashed, in the case of the hallways, with ocher yellow, 
while the walls of the rooms were kept sanitary with suc
cessive coats of lime whitewash. In back of the main build- 
log was a second structure. Comprising five rooms, this
building contained a messroom, kitchen, pantry, matron’s

37quarters, and the hospital laundry. Both buildings were 
protected by a ramada and had tin roofs by 1887. Apparently 
they were as comfortable as could be expected, and their ex
teriors gave a neat appearance after a board fence was 
erected around the outside of the buildings. The outside 
walls, however, were of unfinished adobe.

The post hospital was but one of many units of buildings 
at Port Lowell. The military establishment on the site by 
the Rillito also included living accommodations for the 
officers and men, offices, storehouses, and limited recre
ational facilities. From time to time these buildings were 
in need of repair, and new additions were necessary to take 
•care of the augmented garrison after 1883.

35
Ibid., J. B. Girard, Estimate of Funds Required to 

Complete the Post Hospital, March 15, 1875.36
Memorandum on Fort Lowell, War Dept., Q. M. General’s Office, 1891. :

37
M. D., Skinner to Adj. Gen., May 1, 1879.
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The first estimate submitted by the post quartermaster
for major repairs was made in July, 1879. The heavy rains
during .1876, 1877, and 1878, it will be recalled, apparently
caused severe damage to the buildings at the post, and in
addition the smallness of the garrison during these years
resulted in general neglect of the buildings. The troop
strength had been reduced from 138 officers and men in 1877 

38to 21 in 1878, but with the increase of this number to 93 
39

in 1879, it became a matter of necessity to repair the
buildings. Generally, all of the buildings had leaky roofs,
and Captain G. C. Smith reported that the construction of
the adobe dwellings had been at fault.

The roofs of all (the building^ leak 
more or less during rainy weather.These are made of small sticks of a 
kind of cactus called sahuaro laid 
transversely and close together upon 
the vegas, or rafters, and covered 
with earth to the depth of six or 
more inches in the style mostly used 
in this part of the country and gen
erally known as dirt roofs. It is 
evident that the dirt was not of the 
proper kind, nor properly put on when 
built as the leakage is far greater 
then with ordinary private houses in this vicinity. There is as much dirt 
now on the roofs as it is advisable 
to put with regard to the safety of

58 ' ~  ”  : . — — —
Compare House Exec. Doc., 45 Cong., 2 Seas., No. 1, pt. 2, 28-29 with lbTd~ $5 Cong., 3 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2, 

24—25.39
Ibid., 46 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2, 30-31
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the occupants - and this remark will 
apply to all the buildings at the 
Post. 40

On the other hand, the adobe walls were in good condition 
and needed only minor repairs. Smith recommended that new 
roofs, preferably tin, be obtained to replace the dirt 
roofs. No new additions or alterations to the present 
buildings were asked for, he continued, and "only the re
pairs herein referred to are really required or desired."
His estimate of §12,890 for general repairs at the post al
most failed to be approved. George H. Weeks, Chief Quarter
master for the department, commented that the estimate was 
high and added:

I believe there is some question as to 
the continuance of Port Lowell as a 
military station. This question should 
be determined before any extensive re
pairs are made. 41 .

Apparently, however, the estimate was approved, for in 1882
42-

it was reported that tin roofs were then in use.
After 1879 the buildings at Fort Lowell were allowed to 

deteriorate' because the post was occupied by a very small

40 ' ;Q. M. D., Smith to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Ariz., July 1, T87W. “
41

Q. M. D., Smith to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Ariz., July 1, ±87?. -
42

Ibid., Smith to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Ariz., April 2271882.



45
garrison. Troop strength between 1879 and 1882 averaged
one company, or approximately 77 officers and men. Despite
the fact that the year 1882 saw the fewest numbers of troops

44at Port Lowell, eight officers and fifty-three men. Cap
tain Smith reported on April 15 that new improvements at 
the post were needed. The tin roofs were in good condition, 
but he recommended that they be painted. It was also neces
sary to floor the buildings, especially the offices and 
quarters for officers and enlisted men. Minor repairs of
the doors, windows, and walls, were also asked for at this

45time. Smith estimated the cost to be $11,030, but this
amount was reduced to $6,721 by the chief quartermaster of 

46the department.
A considerable amount of flooring was installed in the 

buildings at the post as a result of this expenditure. All 
of the enlisted men’s quarters, the adjutant’s and quarter
master’s offices, and the quartermaster storerooms were
floored. In addition, the officers’ homes, but not their

47
kitchens, received wood flooring. Some minor repairs were

43
Ibid., Annual Report of Public Buildings, March 31, 188344 . . . . ■
House Exec. Doc., 47 Cong., 2 Sess, No. 1, pt. 2, 42-43.

45 ......
Q. M. D., Detailed Estimate for Additions, etc., of 

Public Buildings, April 22, 1882.46
Ibid., Smith to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Ariz.,April 22, 1882.

47 -
Ibid., Annual Report on Public Buildings, March 31, 1883
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made to the buildings, and these included such items as
the installation of screen doors at the officers* quarters,
and fixing walls, windows, and doors at those buildings

48
most badly in need.

The year 1883 marked a turning point in the history
of the construction of the buildings at Port Lowell. In
that year the troop strength of the post was increased from

49
one to three companies, or 177 officers and men. With 
such a large number of men stationed at the post, living 
conditions were crowded, and repairs to the old buildings 
required constant attention. Large appropriations were 
asked for to maintain the buildings in good condition, but 
by and large funds were not granted and the military had to 
put up with conditions as best they could. Between 1883

50
and 1888 the post quartermaster asked for a total of i?54,421 
for repairs, additions, and new buildings for the post. 
Although part of this amount included a repetition of 
earlier requests which had been denied, the figures indi
cate that extensive repairs and new construction were

^ 4 8  : : '  :Ibid., Detailed Estimate for Additions, etc., of 
Public Buildings, April 22, 1882.49

House Exec. Doc., 48 Cong., 1 Sess, No. 1, pt. 2,70-71. ~ """
50

The yearly re commended .expenditures were as f ollows: 
1883, #17,597; 1884, #5,500; 1885, #470;

- ' 1886, #19,935; 1887, #4,679; 1888, $6,240.



contemplated. By-1888 Fort Lowell was somewhat larger than 
It had been In 1879.

Of foremost concern to Colonel Carr, the commanding 
officer, and the new post quartermaster. Lieutenant William 
He ■Carter,-was the exigency of providing for adequate quar
ters. On March 31, 1883, Carter submitted a report on the
condition of the buildings and recommended certain improve- 51
aents. First, he mentioned the urgency of providing for 
at least two more sets of .officers1 quarters. "The officers 
quarters are not built with a view to division §md) much 
inconvenience arises from the necessity of two or more 
officers oc cupying the same room." The non-commissioned 
officers were living under equally crowded conditions; 
some were even living in their offices which were needed 
for their legitimate purposes. Carter suggested that inas
much as Fort Lowell had been the station for regimental 
headquarters of the Sixth Cavalry, and probably would con
tinue so in the future, separate quarters should be built 
for the regimental and general non-commissioned staff. The 
barracks used by K and-E companies, Sixth Cavalry, were not 
of ample capacity, but Carter did not recommend that new 
barracks be built at this time. Horses and mules belonging 
to the Sixth Cavalry were crowded into the corral and stable

<3,. M. D., Carter to g,. M. Gen., March 31, 1883.



rooms of the quartermaster, and Carter suggested that a 
partition wall and shed stable should be built across the 
corral. This would not only allow sufficient room for all 
the mules, but would also place the stable for K company 
entirely under the control of the company commander.

The most expensive item of construction that Carter 
recommended was the addition of porches around the four 
sides of all quarters and offices. It was thought that 
such porches would keep the sun off the buildings and in
crease the comfort of the troops, especially during the 
summer months. Also recommended for construction at this 
time was included a separate building housing a chapel 
and school house.

Work was begun on the building of porches, and some 
flooring was installed as a result of Carter's recommenda
tion. But the shortage of living space was still acute 
in the spring of 1884, and apparently, nothing had been done
to alleviate the condition. On March 31, 1884, Carter again52
reported on the condition of the buildings at Port Lowell.
The four sets of barracks were still too small for the 
numbers of men stationed at the post, and there was still a 
pressing need for quarters for the non-commissioned officers, 
as well as extra quarters for the officers.

—  gg : :--------- --- :— ;---- —
Ibid., Carter to Q. M. Gen., March 31, 1884.
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Carter recommended, in addition, that the task of 
making Port Lowell a more comfortable post be continued.
The adjutant's office, for example, housed the post library 
and court martial room. The appropriation of 1883 had dis
allowed the construction of a separate building for the 
library, so Carter renewed his recommendation in 1884. 
Chimneys in nearly all the buildings were smoky as a result 
of faulty construction and special attention was called to 
this condition. General repairs were suggested for the 
doors and windows at all of the buildings. Difficulty had 
long been experienced with wood which quickly dried out, 
shrank, and became warped. Consequently, the wooden window 
frames and the doors needed to be replaced periodically, 
and in his report for 1884 Carter suggested that this be 
done for all the buildings. Endorsing Carter's report. 
Colonel Carr asserted that the recommendations for improve
ments and additions at Port Lowell demanded favorable con
sideration, and he implied that the neglect to carry out 
the recommendations in the report of 1883 was contrary to 
military necessity and pride.

This post is, in my opinion, found to be 
from a long time a sort of depot on 
account of its central position and con
venience to the Railroad and the prin
cipal town in the territory.

The soldiers and animals need more 
and better accommodations. The officers 
are-much crowded and need more room. A 
building for chapel, school, reading,



court martial, and assembly purposes 
is needed and should be something of 
a credit to the Post and the Service. 53

Before action was taken on these recommendations how
ever, Carter forwarded an estimate amounting to §3,900 for 
the purpose of constructing porches around four company
quarters and painting fifteen porches. This request was

54
approved by General Crook on May 26, 1884. ‘ The earlier
estimate, with the exception of §1,600 for “general repairs,” 
was not approved, however.

By 1885 the condition of the buildings at the post was
"fairly good" and of sufficient capacity, except for the

55officers’ and non-commissioned staff quarters. Lieutenant 
James B. Ewin, who replaced Carter as post quartermaster, 
recommended the addition of one do able set of officers' 
quarters. The quarters occupied by the non-commissioned 
officers (presumably their offices) were in such a dilapi
dated condition that repairs were deemed useless. Ewin 
proposed to convert offices formerly used by the quarter
master and commissary into staff quarters for the non
commissioned offices. By way of improvements ̂ to the post it

53 —  : ■
Ibid., Carter to Q. M. Gen., March 31, 1884, first 

endorsement by Col. E. A. Carr, dated April 4, 1884.
54

Ibid., Carter to Q. M. Gen., March 31, 1884, second 
endorsement "by Gen. Crook, dated May 26, 1884;

55
Ibid., Ewin to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Arfz., April 14,

1885
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was suggested that each building should he furnished with
lath and plaster ceilings. The old cotton cloth ceilings
had become dirty or torn, and had permitted the cactus pole
rafters in two rooms to become infested with moths and ver- 

56
min. Roofs for the quartermaster and cavalry stables had 
proven unsatisfactory and were badly in need of repair too.

Most of the repairs and improvements asked for in 1885 
were approved and completed by April, 1886. The quarter
master offices had been converted to living quarters for 
the non-commissioned staff, and general repairs had been 
effected at the officers' quarters. A new cavalry shed had 
been built with a capacity of thirty-five stalls for seventy 
animals, and an addition of two storerooms and one saddle 
room was made to the quartermaster buildings. The quarter
master had been authorized to purchase material for plaster
ing the ceilings, but the lack of funds with which to hire 
civilian labor had delayed this work. Apparently it was . 
originally planned to use the labor of the troops to plaster
the ceilings, but the Indian campaign of 1885-1886 kept the

57
men too busy to work on the buildings at the post.

In his estimate for repairs to the buildings for 1886, 
the post quartermaster recommended that civilian plasterers

■ —— ——  • : " ' ' ’
Ibid.
Ibid.t Noble to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Ariz., April 1,

57
1886
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be employed to perform the work contemplated. He also re
quested that provision be made for new roofing for the 
quartermaster and cavalry stables, and quartermaster shops. 
Once again an appropriation was requested so that adequate 
barracks for the enlisted men and additional quarters for 
the officers might be built. The year 1886 found Fort
Lowell:at peak military strength, eight officers and 239 

58
men, and the need for these quarters was greater than
ever. The quartermaster proposed to construct two double
sets of company barracks and two sets of officers' quarters,

59
costing a total of *15,800. However, an appropriation for 
this purpose was never granted, and the troops had to put 
up with crowded conditions as best they could.

By 1886 the major construction of and repairs to the 
buildings at Fort Lowell had been completed; after 1886 
the buildings were in good enough condition so that only 
repairs of a general nature were needed. An inspection of 
the post in 1887 revealed that no repairs were needed as

60
practically all of the buildings were in good condition.
The post quartermaster. Lieutenant F. Wheeler, asked for

58 ’ ““ ' r™ '
House Exec. Doc.. 49 Cong., 2 Sess., Ho. 1. pt. 2, 

92-95. .. ~ "
59

Q. M. D., Noble to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Ariz., April 1,-1856.- .. 60
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$4,679 for repairs for barracks and quarters. This sum 
would have seemed high in 1879, but the military establish
ment in 1887 consisted of three companies of troops and 
this comparatively high expenditure for general repairs was 
justified by military necessity. The bulk of this estimate 
was to be used for repairs to the barracks and quartermaster 
buildings. Approval of Wheeler's estimate was given, and
by 1888 the buildings were reported to be in very good con- 

61
dition. However, a plan was submitted for the construc
tion of new buildings. Once more the quartermaster sought 
to secure an appropriation for additional officers' quarters, 
and again it was refused. Apparently no more estimates for 
repairs or additions to the buildings at Fort Lowell were 
submitted after 1888. At that time the buildings were in 
good order and were probably kept up during 1889 and 1890 
without incurring cash liability. On the other hand, the 
abandonment, of Fort Lowell, which had been contemplated as 
early as 1889, undoubtedly aided in postponing comprehensive 
repairs or additions to the post until the final disposition 
of the post was determined.

Throughout the fifteen years during which the process 
of construction and repair took place, the buildings at the 
post increased in number and offered increasingly.better

, ■  _  " •   ~ ,ir      ' " " " ~    "" " " :T............ ..........^

Ibid., Harris to Chief Q. M., Dept. of Ariz.,
April 17T~l888.



facilities for the comfort of the officers and men who were 
stationed at Port Lowell. The Interiors of the buildings 
had been finished with both flooring and plastering; tin 
had replaced mud for the roofing, porches had been erected, 
and repairs to the walls and woodwork had been kept up. The 
trend toward expansion reached a peak in 1886, and there
after the buildings remained substantially the same. A 
description of the buildings during this period will give 
some idea of the facilities and accommodations at the dis
posal of the officers and men of Fort Lowell.

There were in all seven sets of officers' quarters. 
"Officers' row," as these buildings were called, was lo
cated on the south side of the parade ground close to the
main road to Tucson. The commanding officer's home was the

62
fourth or the middle dwelling on "officers' row." This 
building was the largest of the officers' quarters and con
tained ten rooms, including the kitchen and storerooms.
Each of the officers' homes was 40 x 43 feet and was 
equipped with a kitchen located directly behind the main . 
quarters. In back of each kitchen was a privy.

Across the parade ground were to be found four sets of 
barracks for the enlisted men. The arrangement of these

62
The ruins of the commanding officer's home may be seen today directly east of Craycroft Road, which was built between 

the commanding officer's home and the one adjoining it after 
the abandonment of the post.
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quarters was the same as for the officersj that is, each 
consisted of a main building with a kitchen in the rear.
Each set of quarters was designed to accommodate one com
pany of men, and three were built exactly alike, approxi
mately 140 x 18 feet, containing a main room and eight small 
ones. The fourth set of quarters was smaller than the 
others (92 x 18 feet) and was for the use of the band. Be
tween 1879 and 1882 no band was stationed at Port Lowell, 
so this building was used temporarily by the quartermaster 
as an auxiliary store-house.

On the west side of the parade ground were the adju
tant's office, library and school room, guard house, and 
bakery. The adjutant's building contained four rooms which 
accommodated the offices of the regimental and post commander, 
post adjutant, and a room for court martial proceedings.
From 1884 to 1886 the adjutant's building also housed the 
post library, but after 1886 the library was moved. It 
"seems that the library and school room were placed in a 
building (20 x 30 feet) near the adjutant. The guard house 
(60 x 60 feet) was also located near the adjutant's offices.
It housed six rooms and five cells for post prisoners as 
well as for transient prisoners from other posts in Arizona 
who were retained at Port Lowell preparatory to being sent 
to Alcatraz Island. The bake house was a two room struc
ture, 55 x 18 feet.
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The quartermaster offices and storehouses were neces
sarily large because Fort Lowell was considered a supply 
point for several other posts in the territory. Located 
northwest of the parade ground, the quartermaster and 
commissary buildings consisted of five office rooms and six 
storerooms. From 1884 to 1886 several of the quartermaster 
offices were used as living quarters by members of the 
quartermaster non-commissioned staff. But by 1887 separate 
quarters had been built north of the enlisted men's barracks 
for staff quarters. Two of these buildings were 28 x 30 
feet, and a third was 45 x 60 feet.

The post had two corrals, one for the quartermaster 
and the other for the cavalry company. The quartermaster 
corral was behind the quartermaster offices and consisted 
of three parts: one enclosed area, 295 x 163 feet, had a
roof sixteen feet wide for the protection of the animals 
and vehicles, another area was used as a hay-yard (172 x 130 
feet), and the third (130 x 125 feet) contained watering 
troughs and was used by stock. The cavalry corrals (145 
x 108 feet and 170 x 170 feet) were behind the enlisted 
men’s quarters, and, like the quartermaster corral, had 
shed roofing sixteen feet wide for the protection of the 
animals. Both corrals were enclosed by adobe walls eight 
feet high. Four rooms of the quartermaster corral were 
set aside for use as shops and employees’ quarters. The
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post had two cellars, one of which was beneath a wing of
the quartermaster and commissary storehouse. Used by the
subsistence department, this cellar was 18 x 63 feet and
15 feet deep. A smaller cellar was located beneath the
commanding officer’s quarters.

Sometime between 1879 and 1882 laundresses’ quarters
made their appearance at the post. Located northeast of
the hospital there were eight of these quarters, each of

63which consisted of two rooms. A group of four buildings
for the use of civilian employees and married soldiers was
mentioned in the report for 1897. These quarters were
located north of the enlisted men's barracks and were all

64of the same size, 28 x 30 feet.
The post also had a cemetery. Apparently the old 

cemetery at Military Plaza, which had been built in 1868, 
was used for a number of sears after the removal of Fort 
Lowell to the site by the Rillito. In June, 1881, it was 
suggested that the bodies in the old cemetery be reinterred 
at Fort Lowell because the city authorities had pulled down 
the fence and thrown open the graveyard, it now being "in, a_ 
wretched and disgraceful condition." However, the

g— - : —
Ibid., Smith to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Ariz., April 22,
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64 Ibid., Wheeler to Chief Q. 1,1., Dept, of Ariz.,

March 31, 1887.



88

quartermaster did not think the expense was justified, and
apparently the old graveyard was allowed to deteriorate even
further. The exact date when the site was chosen for the
cemetery at Fort Lowell is not known, though reference to

65
its existence as of February, 1881, may be found. The

66
cemetery was located southeast of the hospital, and was 67
enclosed by a picket fence which was periodically repaired.

All of the buildings heretofore mentioned were govern
ment property, but there was also a privately owned building 
which figured prominently in the life of Fort Lowell. The 
post sutler's store was first built in 1873 by John B. Allen, 
of Tucson, at a spot several hundred yards west of-the 
quartermaster buildings. The store consisted of four rooms, 
two on either side of the entrance. To the left was the 
officers' bar and behind it was the officers' gambling room. 
On the right were the enlisted men's bar and gambling room.
Quarters for the sutler were west of the main building and 

' - 68
detached from it.

The condition of the buildings at Fort Lowell was but-

65 Ibid., Memorandum, Neglected Graves of Soldiers at 
Tucson, M. Gen. Office, April 9, 1884.

66
Interview, Ricardo Olivas, June 13, 1947.

67
Q. M. D., Carter to Chief Q,. M., Dept. of Ariz., 

March 31, 1885.
68

Interview, Mrs. Nan Bolsius, June 12, 1947.



one factor contributing to the health and comfort of the 
troops. Of equal importance was the quality of the water, 
its source of supply, and means of distribution. As in the 
case of the construction of the buildings, the water supply 
originally was crude and inadequate, and this situation was 
never really satisfactorily solved.

When the troops first set up camp at the new site in
1873, water was obtained from the Rillito. Men were detailed
to use teams in hauling water from the stream to the post.
At first it 1b d been declared that the site of Camp Lowell
was "but a few rods from the water which may easily be carried

69to any part" of the post. However, with 216 officers and 
men stationed at the post during 1873, a more efficient means 
of distribution was needed, and greater quantities of water 
were necessary to supply the post adequately. The demand 
for water at this time was considerable. Water was needed 
not only for drinking and cooking, but also for use of the 
animals and for construction purposes. Consequently,
Captain Furey found that the means used to bring water a few 
rods was outmoded and in need of replacement by an efficient 
water works system.

Furey’s plan was to dig a well and pump water to a 
storage tank located on the highest point at the post. From

69
Arizona Citizen, March 15/ 1873.
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the tank, pipes would distribute the water to buildings 
where it was needed. Furey recommended that the water be 
lifted by means of a windmill and force pump rather than 
by a steam engine "on the score of economy.” The expend
iture would cease upon completion of a windmill, but a 
steam engine would require additional expenses to remain 
in operation. On August 1, Furey forwarded a special re
quisition for a. windmill and force pump, and estimated the
cost to be $3,500. The special requisition was disapproved

70by the Secretary of War on September 16. Furey then sub
mitted another request on November 15, this time asking for 
a steam pump and steam engine instead of a windmill. 
"Machinery of some kind . . .  is absolutely necessary to 
supply this post with water,"he commented, and evidently 
he was determined to make every effort to secure a mechani
cal pump. This expenditure, he estimated, would amount to 

71
$5,423. The special requisition was denied on January 24,
1874, because of the limited balance on hand, and Furey was72
advised to wait until the 1874 appropriation was made. 
Apparently the windmill was constructed with funds obtained 
from the regular appropriation, for no further complaints

C£. M. D., Livingston to Allen, September 20, 1873.
Ibid., Furey to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Ariz., 

November 'Id,' 1873.
72

Ibid., Livingston to Allen, January 24, 1874.

70



were voiced over the water situation until 1881.
In that year efforts were made to provide for a compre

hensive system for distributing water from a well to all 
parts of the post. The post quartermaster submitted an
estimate which called for the ourchase of a new windmill,

73
a three thousand gallon tank, and iron piping. His est
imated cost of ^1,858 was approved by the Secretary of War

74on July 25, 1831.
By January, 1884, there were four wells at the post, 

and two of these were supplied with windmills. Under nor
mal circumstances these wells would have furnished an 
adequate supply of water, but a shortage developed because 
of a faulty system of distribution. On January 22, Lieu
tenant Carter reported that filling the water tanks was 
dependent upon the irregularity of the winds, and for days 
at a time there would be very little, if any, water in the 
tanks. Furthermore, during the summer, water in the tanks 
became heated, and hence unpalatable for drinking purposes. 
He also pointed out that if filled and not replenished, the 
tanks were only large enough to hold a supply of water for 
two or three days. He also pointed out that the tanks were

—  ■
Ibid., Detailed Estimate for Material and Labor re 

Windmill” June 28, 1881.
74

Ibid., Q. M. Gen. to Chief Q. M., Div. of the 
Pacific,“July 29, 1881.



designed to hold only a moderate supply, and should the
W

wind fall. It would "be necessary to resort to the wells for 
water. Carter recommended that the water supply be made 
Independent of the wind, and he suggested that a steady 
supply might be obtained If a small steam pump was rigged 
to one well. There was no system of supplying water to 
extinguish fires, he continued, the only available means 
being to carry water in buckets from the acequia. The post 
was supplied by an acequia which originated in the south
eastern portion of the reservation, probably Pantano Wash. 
As it approached the post, the acequia was diverted into 
distributing ditches, one of which irrigated the row of 
cottonwood trees in front of the officers’ quarters, and 
another which carried water to. the corrals and to the com
pany barracks where it was used for bathing purposes. The
supply from the acequia was constant, however, and not de-

75
pendent upon wind power. On March 31 Carter recommended
an expenditure of ^519 for a new tank and a structure upon

76
which to rest it. This estimate was approved on June 11,

77
and an additional §200 was granted on June 26.

75
Ibid., Carter to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Ariz.,

January 22, 1884.
76
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77
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From 1885 to 1887 serious difficulties arose over the
water supply. A report made on April 16, 1885, revealed78
that the water was "inferior and may breed disease
Before a thorough investigation was undertaken, however,
orders were issued directing the men to boil all water79
which was to be used for drinking purposes. The danger
of disease from the water supply was explained by the post
surgeon, William E. Kopknit. The wells from which the
water was obtained were shallow, being no more than 36 feet
in depth, and neither contained more than two or two and
one half feet of water. Furthermore, the wells were not
deep enough to prohibit surface water from draining into
them, and they did not penetrate to a strata of clay which
would insure purity. He saw no reason why typhoid and
choleric1 poisons should not drain into these wells. With
regard to the acequias, Hopknit pointed out that the supply
was becoming both inadequate and insanitary, thus being

80
"totally unfit for drinking or bathing purposes."

On September 6, Captain L. 0. Parker, the commanding 
officer, elaborated on the condition of the acequia. Some 
of the water was being diverted by "squatters" who had

78
Ibid., Extract from Inspection Report, April 16 <!: 17.1885.

79
Ibid., Extract, Orders No. 80, May 29, 1885.

80
Ibid., Hopknit to Parker, September 3, 1885
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settled on land upstream along the acequla. The result was 
that there was often very little water flowing through the 
ditches at Port Lowell, and the soft mud that was left ex
posed was conducive to the spread of malaria. Parker sug
gested that if the government would extinguish the squatters*
claims to land along the line of the acequla, the flow of

81
water running into the post would be constant.

The question of squatters * claims was investigated by 
the Inspector General's Office, Division of the Pacific, 
and a report submitted on October 14. It was disclosed 
that five individuals owned land on the post reservation: 
David Durham, George H. Doe,‘Branlia Elias, and Emilio and 
Leopold Carrillo. All of these individuals were causing an 
inconvenience to the military because they had either di
verted water for their own needs or allowed their stock to 
"interfere with the grazing . . . and the water supply of 
the post." The value of these claims amounted to $7,162, 
and it was suggested that, if necessary, the government

82
might purchase clear title to the property in question.

Meanwhile an inquiry was made as to the practicability 
of finding pure water at a lower depth. On February 6, 1886,

—gl
Ibid., Extract from Inspection Report, April 16 

and 17, 1585.
82

Ibid., Extract..., 7th endorsement by R. P. Hughes,
October 14, 1885.



Lieutenant Robert H. Noble, Post Quartermaster, reported
that no clay had been found below a depth of 150 feet and
that the soil, as expected in a river valley, "has often
been of a very foul character," The only good water of
which he had any knowledge was found in Sabino Canyon in the

83
Santa Catalina Mountains. On the following day the post 
commander endorsed Noble's recommendation. He rejected the 
proposal to purchase the claims along the line of the nce- 
quia because the acequia water had been declared unfit for 
either drinking or bathing purposes by the post surgeon.
He considered it impractical without actual tests to esti
mate the depth at which a well would have to be sunk to
strike good water. This left the third possibility, the

84Sabino Canyon proposal, to be tried.
Lieutenant E. J. Spencer, Engineer Officer of the De

partment, was ordered to Fort Lowell to determine the best 
method of improving the water supply at the post. Spencer's 
report bore out Lieutenant Noble's contention that the Sa
bino Canyon plan was the most feasible. Enlarging upon the 
proposal, Spencer reported that the stream in the canyon 
contained clear water running at the rate of 5000 gallons

;
Ibid., Extract..., 11th endorsement by R. H. Noble, 

February 6, 1886.
84

Ibid., Extract..., 12th endorsement by J. V7. Martin, 
February 7, 1886.
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per minute. By constructing a dam in the canyon and laying 
seven miles of pipe to the post, water could be brought in 
by natural pressure. The contemplated dam would hold a 
sufficient supply of water, amounting to several thousand 
gallons of water. By using soldier labor for the construc
tion of the dam and laying the pipes, he estimated" that the 
cost could be kept down to i)3,750. In addition, Spencer 
recommended that if this plan were adopted, immediate action 
was necessary, inasmuch as someone in the vicinity of the 
damsite had made improvements with the purpose of supplying 
the city of Tucson with water from the canyon. He also ad
vised that the best site for a dam lay about three quarters 
of a mile north of the reservation line, and it would be
necessary to extend the reservation to protect the supply

85of water, should this plan be adopted.
The original Fort Lowell Military Reservation was pro

claimed by a presidential order on October 26, 1875. The 
reservation was rectangular in shape and its limits were 
calculated from the flagpole as the starting point. Ex
tending north and south three miles, the reservation also

86
extended east eleven miles and west two miles. The build
ings of the post, therefore, were located on the western

85 —  
Ibid., Spencer to Roberts, February 23, 1886.

86
Arizona Citizen, December 4, 1875.



97

portion of the reservation and the total area included some
49,920 acres. The extension which was proposed in 1886 was
an irregular strip of land attached to the northern boundary
of the reservation, and comprised 1,711.36 acres. Quick
action was taken, and on May 15, 1886, the reservation ex-

37
tension was proclaimed by presidential order. These
boundaries, which included 51,631.36 acres or approximately
80.67 square miles, remained unchanged from 1886 to 1891.

Although the reservation limits had been extended for
the purpose of permitting a supply of water to be brought
in from Sabino Canyon, the project was postponed. Meanwhile,
in June, the troops were ordered to boil and filter their
drinking water because sickness at the post had been attrlb-

88uted to the impure water supply. The water situation 
during the summer of 1886 became quite serious on account of 
the augmented garrison and because of the inadequacy of the 
windmills. The post quartermaster called attention to the 
urgency of the situation in October. He complained that 
the windmills could not supply sufficient water for the needs 
of the post. The tanks had collected mud and sediment which 
was a source of disease, and it was necessary to drain the 
tanks and clean out the mud to keep down sickness at the

87
Q. M. D ., Gen. Orders No. 30, Adj. Gen. Office, 

May 25, T88^. .
88

Ibid.t Extract Orders No. 45, June 13, 1886.
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; ' . /
post. However, when one of the tanks was being cleaned, 
the other was too small to supply the post, and during these 
times it had been found necessary to put the troops on a 
water ration. It was again pointed out that the lack of 
wind made it impossible for the windmills to keep the tanks 
filled, so that water often had to be hauled from the wells.
A further hardship was attributed to the acequia water which 
had been cut off for a week at a time on account of cloud
bursts, thus causing an inconvenience in watering the stock. 
The quartermaster recommended that the previously denied
steam pump and boiler be furnished as soon as practicable.

89His estimate called for an expenditure of ^2,500.
Before taking action on this requisition, it was thought 

best to reconcile the steam pump plan with the Sabino Canyon 
proposal. Apparently sentiment was in favor of abandoning 
the Sabino Canyon dam project because of difficulties which 
had subsequently arisen. On September 21, 1886, Calvin A. 
Elliot submitted a claim to the post commander, stating that 
water rights which he held in Sabino Canyon had been filed 
in 1884. Since that time he had made improvements necessary 
to hold the claim legally. Elliot petitioned to have as 
much of the reservation addition of May 15, 1886, as per
tained to his claim rescinded. Colonel Kautz, the commanding

89
Ibid., Post q. M. to Chief Q. M., Dept, of Ariz.,

October 5,' 1886.



officer at the time, considered it best to concede to
Elliot, especially since he regarded the Sabino Canyon
project as "impracticable and needless." He felt that
water could be supplied much more economically by the steam
pump and asserted that "an ample supply" of water could be
found at a depth of fifty feet or less. The "Elliot case"
was submitted to the Secretary of War on December 1, 1886,

90
but no action was taken on it.

Efforts were then made to secure the long sought steam 
pump and boiler. A board of officers examined the water 
supply system and reported their findings on January 20, 
1887. It was discovered that the greatest drawback to an 
adequate supply was the motive power, and the board recom-

91
mended that a s team pump be substituted for the windmills. 
This opinion was supported by Captain A. E. Miltlmore, 
Disbursing Quartermaster for southern Arizona. Miltlmore 
expressed concern over the possibility of trying to pipe 
water from Sabino Canyon because of the engineering diffi
culties involved and because of pollution of the water a.t 
its source from cattle. He was of the opinion that a steam 
pump and boiler would furnish "an inexhaustible supply of

90
Ibid., Q. M. Gen. Office, Memorandum on Port Lowell Water Supply, 1887 (?).

91
Ibid., Proceedings of a Board . . .  to Report on

Water Supply, January 23, 1887.
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water" and would cost far less than the pipe from Sabino 
92Canyon. Major H. E. Noyes, the commanding officer, made

it clear, furthermore, that water in one well was safe for
drinking purposes, and that the previous objections to the
quality of the water at the post applied only to water that
was stored in the tanks where it was exposed to the hot sun

93and which were infrequently cleaned.
Upon the advice of both the board of officers and

Captain Miltimore, Major Noyes seems to have been convinced
that the Sabino Canyon plan should be rejected, and that
the steam pump requisition should be pressed forward. On
April 7 Noyes reported that a new boiler and engine were
for sale at Port Bowie, and a new pump was available in
Tucson. By purchasing these articles locally he pointed

94
out that high transportation costs could be avoided. Noyes
also recommended that a new well would have to be dug as
those then in use were badly located for steam pumping. One
was too close to the officers' quarters, and the other too

95close to the hospital and sinks. Apparently the recom
mendation for a new well site was adopted. The steam pump

: 92 Ibid., Miltimore to Noyes, February 28, 1887.
93

Ibid., Noyes to Ass't. Adj. Gen., Dept. of Ariz., 
March 4,T£&7.

94
Ibid., Proceedings of a Board . . . 21st endorse
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plan, as outlined by Major Noyes, was approved by the 
Secretary of War on August 1, 1887.

As a result of the expenditure of $2,585, the water 
supply was considerably improved. Two 10,000 gallon tanks 
were installed and the steam pump equipment was erected. 
Pumpage of the water was at last independent of the irreg
ularity of the wind, and a constant supply was assured.
In addition, power from the engine was sufficient for

96
sawing wood and for operating an ice machine. Apparently
the steam pump solved the water situation, for no more 
complaints were raised as to the quality or quantity of 
water available.

96 ' ------
Ibid., Proceedings of a Board . . . 21st endorsement 

by Major Noyes, June 19, 1887. Also Memorandum on Port 
Lowell, q. M. General1s Office, 1889.



CHAPTER V

OFF-DUTY ACTIVITIES AT FORT LOWELL, 1873-1891

No history of Fort Lowell would be complete without 
an account of the off-duty activities of the soldiers at 
the post. While not engaged in scouting for Indians or 
constructing the post, the troops had considerable free 
time at their disposal. The various ways in which this 
time was put to use are illustrative not only of the life 
and times during which Fort Lowell existed, but also of 
the way in vhich the soldiers sought relaxation and release 
from the ennui of duty at a frontier post. Generally 
speaking there were several categories into which these 
off-duty activities were divided; namely, sports, drinking, 
parties, and dances. Before undertaking a closer examina
tion of these activities, it would be well to take into 
account a typical routine day in the life of the soldier 
at the post, keeping in mind the relationship which ex
isted between time spent in military duties and time de
voted to off-duty activities.

The day began at six o'clock with the sounding of 
reveille across the parade ground. Following breakfast the 
cavalrymen groomed their horses and cleaned their quarters. 
At eight o’clock commenced a period of drill, the cavalry



being mounted and the infantry on foot. Some of the men 
would be assigned to fatigue detail, which included such 
assorted tasks as stable duty, post repairs, and general 
clean-up. After drill the soldiers had an hour of free 
time, during which baseball games were organized. The noon 
hour dinner offered a simple but monotonous bill of fare.
It consisted of bacon (most of which was fat), hardtack, 
coffee, sugar, and salt. Fresh bread from the post bakery 
was available, but potatoes were served only if purchased 
from company funds or by the soldiers individually. Occa
sionally fresh vegetables, procured from the post gardens, 
would provide some relief from the ordinary diet.

The afternoon activities were more diversified. Some
times t lie re would be a continuation of garrison duties, but 
often as not the men played baseball or some other sport. 
The highlight of the day came at dusk, when, following 
inspection, the garrison stood retreat and saluted Old 
Glory as she descended earthward to the strains of martial 
music. Following this ceremony the soldiers ate their 
evening meal, which was the same as dinner except that rice 
hash was substituted for bacon. The men were free to do as
they pleased after supper until taps, which was usually

1sounded at nine o’clock.

-  ■
Interview, Captain Armstrong, April 22, 1947.
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Sports constituted the primary off-duty recreation of 
the troops, and of these baseball proved to be the most 
popular among the men. As early as 1875 a ball club, called 
"The Independence Base Ball Club of Camp Lowell," was organ
ized, and it challenged any civil or military ball team in 

2
Arizona. During the 1380’s baseball became increasingly
popular, and Interest in the game was indeed keen. Often
one company would challenge another company to a game, and
the teams would vie with each other for the Fort Lowell 

3championship. Through constant practice and inter-troop
play-offs, the Fort Lowell teams acquired enough proficiency

4to challenge all comers. Local groups, includin': such
5 6"teams as the Tucson Nine, the Zeckendorf Mine, and play-

7ers composed of the railroad employees accepted the Fort 
Lowell challengers and provided civilians and soldiers alike 
with interesting afternoon entertainments.

Other sports made their appearance at the post during 
the 1880’s. Football games and boxing bouts were organized

2
Arizona Citizen, January 16, 1875.

3
Arizona Weekly Star, October 21, 1886.

4 k™
Ibid., April 22, 1886.

5
Ibid., November 23, 1882.

6
Arizona Daily Citizen, June 9, 1889. 

7
Arizona Weekly Star, July 12, 1888.
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S
and the teams often met in friendly conflict. Those who
desired less strenuous activity took advantage of their free
time and the pleasant climate to indulge in such sports as

9 10
quoit and horseshoe pitching, lawn tennis, sack races, 
and skating at Levin's Park in Tucson. Participation in 
these sports had a threefold result• it relieved the mono
tony of camp life, helped keep the soldiers in trim for 
military duties, and made for good feeling among the men of 
the post.

Other activities were engaged in and well attended
by the men of Camp Lowell, especially during the 1870's.
Horse-racing at the halfwav house, on the road to Tucson,

11
was well attended. Several soldiers at Camp Grant or
ganized a minstrel troupe and toured Arizona, visiting 
Tucson and Camp Lowell in December, 1874. The show was
well received, but no effort was made to organize a similar

12
group at Camp Lowell. The soldiers celebrated St.
Patrick’s Day, 1876, in grand style. In the morning a series 
of events, consisting of foot races, sack races, dancing

8
Arizona Daily Star, Januarv 13 and March 11, 1383.

9 ~Arizona Weekly Star, February 3, 1382.
10

Ibid., December 28, 1882.
11

Arizona Citizen, January 10, 1874.
12 Ibid., October 3 and December 12, 1874; see Stone,op. cit.~ ns.
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jigs, and catching a greased pig, were held. That night
Camp Lowell was host at a ball and supper, attended by

13
guests from Tucson.

Drinking was a favorite pastime among men and officers 
alike. Moderation prevailed, by and large, however, and 
few cases of misconduct were reported. The eastern temp
erance movement took effect among some of the soldiers at 
the post in 1875. 'A lodge of the Independent Order of Cood 
Templars, Arizona No. 1, was organized at Camp Lowell under 
the leadership of James Roberts. The organization boasted 
a membership of thirty-six. At the instituting exercises a 
speaker declared:

Temperance and its benign influences are 
being rapidly spread over our land, and 
we trust we may soon have the pleasure 
of seeing a lodge of our fraternal order 
established by the citizens of Tucson. 14

A small weekly newspaper made its appearance at the camp on
March 20, 1875. Printed by the firm of Allen & McLaughlin,
the Camp Lowell Times republished bits of news from the
Arizona Citizen. Its editorial policy was governed by the
motto "Great Oaks from Little Acorns Grow." During its
brief period of publication, the paper was an organ for

13 Arizona Citizen, March 18, 1876.
14 Ibid., February 27, 1375. This is the only refer

ence made by the Citizen to the Good Templars.
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virtue, proposing to "raise its voice against -wrong-doing,
15

no matter by whom done.11
Despite the virtuous protestations of the Good Tem

plars and the Camp Lowell Times, drinking appealed to the 
men and officers of Camp Lowell. Pay day was a time for
celebration by the soldiers. The "boys in blue raked over

16
the dry embers of town in pursuit of life and sport" and
on one occasion, at least, with fatal consequences. Corporal
Jacob Buck, Company C, Fifth Cavalry, while on a spree with
some of his comrades, became involved in a row with a Mexi-

17can, and was- shot in the back. From time to time soldiers
in search of diversion frequented the bars of Tucson where
they could while away their time drinking and gambling all 18
night. One notable exception seems to have been Company K,
Eighth Infantry. These men, by their "gentlemanly bearing
and orderly and respectful appearance in town, . . . made

19
many friends in Tucson."

The presence of many of their wives at Fort Lowell had 
a tempering influence on the officers. Wine was often served

15
Ibid., March 27, 1875.

16
Ibid., May 23, 1874.

17
Ibid., January 9, 1875.

18
George Hand, Diary, entry for May 19, 1878. 

19
Arizona Weekly Star, August 16, 1877.
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at parties, but no mention is made of stronger intoxicants 
being served on these occasions. Picnics were popular with 
the ladies, and were encouraged by the editor of the Arizona 
Citizen. A picnic at San Xavier, attended by "a number of 
ladies and gentlemen from Camp Lowell and Tucson" proved to 
be a happy affair.

The ladies supplied an excellent lunch, 
and the gentlemen, without fear of the 
women's crusade in the east, carried 
plenty of wine. Everyone was happy and 
we hope these outdoor entertainments will 
grow in frequency, for certainly no more 
sensible amusement can be devised. The 
Germans have long been celebrated for amusements of this character. Whole 
families go and make merry together, which 
has a very wholesome influence on the 
rising generation. 20

Liquor had long been available to the men of Fort Lo
well at the post trader's store located on the reservation. 
After duty hours the soldiers would cross the parade ground 
to the post trader's establishment, purchase their intoxi
cants, and enjoy an evening of diversion around the gambling 
tables. However, the temperance movement brought pressure 
to bear upon the War Department, and on February 22, 1881,
the sale of intoxicants, with the exception of beer and wine,

21
was prohibited to all army posts. This order was never

Arizona Citizen, May 2, 1874.
21 ~  '

House Exec. Doc., 47 Cong., 1 Sess., Ho. 1, pt. 2.
45, 79.

20
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really effective at Port Lowell for two reasons. In the 
first olace the armv pav (orivates received yl3 per month)

22
was not sufficient to permit a soldier to buy much whiskey 
even when it had been available at the post trader’s. Sec
ondly, if a man desired the drink badly enough he could 
circumvent the order by going to Tucson and imbibing to his
capacity. Many of the soldiers walked the seven miles to

23
Tucson for strong drink, while others rode to town on a
wagon whose driver met them at a pre-arranged rendez-vous

24
in the brush several hundred yards west of the post. 
Throughout the early years of the decade of the 1880’s it 
appears that drunkenness among the troops on pass in Tuc
son was confined to special events. Christmas, 1882, was

25one such occasion for celebration, as was also the return
26

of some of the troops from the campaign of 1883. By 1890,
however, the picture had changed, for the Surgeon-General
reported in that year that alcoholism had contributed to27
the excess of admissions to the post hospital.

22 George A. Forsyth, The Story of the Soldier, 139.
23 Interview, Captain Armstrong, April 22, 1947.
24

Interview, Ricardo Olivas, June 13, 1947.
25 Arizona Weekly Star, December 28, 1882.
2 6  ........Arizona Daily Star, June 17, 1883.

House Exec. Doc., 51 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2, 889.
27
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In addition to sports and drinking, the post band also 
figured prominently among the off-duty activities of the men 
at Fort Lowell. With the exception of brief periods, there 
was always a band at the post. The band functioned in a 
two-fold capacity: it formed a strong link between Fort
Lowell and the townspeople, and it contributed to the social 
events at the post itself.

Beginning in March, 1873, the Fifth Cavalry Band at
tracted many people from Tucson to Fort Lowell. The band 
practiced on the parade ground every afternoon at five
o’clock, and people drove out to "enjoy the music, drive,28
and air." Those who went out to the post for this late
afternoon entertainment usually drove their own teams, but
a public conveyance was operated for those who had no other
transportation. B. D. Fairbanks advertised that his two-

29
horse coach left Tucson each afternoon at four o ’clock.
During the winter of 1873 Colonel Carr obliged the good folk
of Tucson by announcing that band practice would commence
at three o’clock instead of five o’clock, thereby enabling

30
"our friends from Tucson to return home before dark."

Besides furnishing music for military formations, the 
band performed for charitable causes and celebrations on

28
Arizona Citizen, March 29, 1873.

29
Ibid., May 24, 1873.

30
Ibid., December 13, 1873.
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national holidays. In December, 1874, it gave several con
certs in Tucson, and the proceeds were used for putting a

31
floor in the court house. On another occasion, music fur
nished by the band contributed to the success of a party
which was held to raise funds for the erection of a public 

32
school house. In March, 1880, the band presented a con
cert for charity, the proceeds of which were given to the

33
Sisters of ^t. Joseph in Tucson. Following the flood at
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, in the spring of 1889, money was
raised for the relief of the survivors at a concert given

34by the band at Levin's Park in Tucson.
A number of outstanding concerts were given by the Fort 

Lowell band in Tucson. During the early seventies the Fifth 
Cavalry orchestra band, "quite different from the brass one," 
gave indoor concerts. At one of these concerts in 1873 the 
performance was given in the court house, and one dollar 
admission was charged, the proceeds of which went to the 
band fund. The concert included these typical selections:

1. The Zephyr and the Rose Overture - Landpainter
2. Grand Selections from William Tell - Rossini
3. "Sextet of silver sax horns" (Cornet, obligato)

- Auber

31 Ibid., December 12, 1874.
32

Ibid., January 23, 1875.
33 Arizona Weekly Star, April 1, 1880.
34

Arizona Daily Star, June 12, 1889.
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4. ”Narren Tanz, (or Fool's Waltz), with toy
effects. Imitations, etc. - Joseph Guns'1

5. Popular selections from Elixir of Love
- Donozetti fsic .1

6. "America" by Sextet of Sax Horns. L 35
In addition, opportunity was afforded for the band to dis
play its musical ability on other occasions. Inspired by 
the Cibicu Greek massacre in 1881, Professor LaMar of 
Tucson wrote a "vivid composition" entitled "The Battle of 
Cibicu" which became part of the Sixth Cavalry Band's 
repertoire. Between the acts of the Gilbert and Sullivan
operetta, "H. 1:1. S. Pinafore," the band, by special request,

36gave its rendition of Professor La Mar's work. Apparently
the band was familiar with Gilbert and Sullivan operettas,
for in April, 1883, it performed "The Pirates of Penzance"

37to the delight of the populace of Tombstone.
From 1873 to 1891 the bands of the Fifth and Sixth 

Cavalry, the Eighth Infantry, and the Fourth Cavalry saw 
service at the post. The bands were popular with the 
citizens of Tucson and received very warm praise for their 
services. Local enthusiasm for the band was prompted in 
large part because the Fort Lowell bands furnished the only 
music in Tucson until the early 1880's, and because without

35
Arizona.Citizen, April 5, 1873.

36
Arizona Daily Star, December 9, 1882.

37 —  .Arizona Daily Star, April 3, 1883.
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the band, music for entertainments at the post would have 
been lacking. Fort Lowell was a center of social life for 
Tucson, and suppers, hops, dances, and parties at the post 
were well attended by Tucson "society.11 Oftentimes. the 
transfer of some well-liked officer to another post was the 
occasion for a fare-well party, but entertaining "was carried 
on whether or not an excuse could be found.

After the completion of the officers’ quarters, some
of the officers’ wives joined their husbands at Fort Lowell.
The ladies planned parties and made the late seventies and
eighties years of handsome entertaining. In September, 1879,
lira. G. C. Smith sponsored a "social hop" at the post. Merry
couples "tripped the light fantastic toe to the music of
Tucson’s favorite band, the Sixth Cavalry orchestra. A hop
at Lowell mean s fun and the entertainments at the fort are

38deservedly popular with our society people." Not to be 
outdone by the officers and their wives, the enlisted men 
also sponsored gala social evenings. The soldiers of 
Company K, Eighth Infantry, gave a party for their friends 
in February, 1878. One hundred twenty-seven guests were 
present, and a good time was enjoyed by all. Adorning the 
table were "beautifully ornamented cakes, bearing the ini
tials of Major V/orfch, Lieutenant Johnson, and Dr. Gardiner,

_  " ~  “
Arizona Weekly Star, September 18, 1879.
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and the general selection of choice dishes were relished •
bv all oresent." All the food, including pastries, were

59
prepared by the men themselves.

During the early 1880's the increased military activity 
at the post allowed but little time for social affairs. But 
after the close of the Indian campaigns in 1886 the number 
of parties at Fort Lowell increased. The Arizona Daily Star 
described a typical Fort Lowell party, the New Year's Eve 
celebration for 1890, perhaps the last social function at 
the post.

The social event of 1890-91 is over.
Night before last the Post Hall was 
thronged with the beauty and chivalry 
of Lowell. Tucson, deservedly noted 
for its lovely women, kindly furnished 
us with a half score of beautiful 
brunnette ladies to grace the occasion.
The decorations were superb . . . .  At 
12 o’clock a solemn hush fell upon the 
merry makers. The trumpets sounded 
taps - a requiem for the old year.
Prof. Charles Kirk, of Chicago, was 
present, and at the earnest solicitation 
of his many friends, was induced to 
mount a chair and entertain us with 
a few spicy remarks appropriate to 
the occasion . . . .It was a joyous night indeed, and . 
we think the music, the radiant faces, 
and the refreshments will long be re
membered as a social success. 40

Unbeknown to the merry revelers at this party, the

39 Arizona Weekly Star, February 7, 1878.
40

Arizona Dally Star, January 3, 1891.
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joyous nights and the radiant faces that characterized 
night life at Port Lowell were soon to be ended. A move
ment to abandon Port Lowell had already begun. During the 
ensuing months preparations were completed and the final 
disestablishment of the post became a reality. It is a 
study of the movement, the concluding chapter in the 
history of Port Lowell, which shall merit the consideration 
of the following pages.



CHAPTER VI

THE ABANDONMENT OF FORT LOWELL

The abandonment of Fort Lowell was neither hastily con
ceived nor was it a lone incident in the military history of 
Arizona. Frontier posts served the need of a moment and 
might remain in existence for only a few months or a year. 
Some posts, however, were retained by the military over a 
long number of years. But all of the military camps in 
Arizona lived under the threat of abandonment, and to this 
Fort Lowell was no exception.

As early as 1878 rumors that the post would be aban
doned had been circulated, but not until four years later 
did the proposed abandonment undergo serious consideration.
In March, 1882, General W. T. Sherman made a tour of in
spection of military posts in the West. After visiting the
costs in Arizona, he declared that "Fort Lowell is no longer

1
necessary as a military frontier post," but is now "of the 

2
past." Should Tucson become the territorial capital in the 
next few years, he continued, departmental headquarters might 
be moved from Whipple Barracks to Fort Lowell. Pending this

Memorandum on Fort Lowell, Office of the Adjutant 
General" iS89.

House Exec. Doc., 47 Cong., 2 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2, 11.

1

• 2



development, however. Port Lowell should be considered a
temporary post whose occupation would only be necessary for 

3
ten years.

General Sherman's recommendation that Port Lowell be 
considered a temporary post received a setback during the 
Apache wars of 1885-1886. General Miles approved an ad
ditional appropriation to increase the living accommodations

4
of the augmented garrison. On April 1, 1886, General 
Sheridan, who replaced Sherman as commander of.the army, 
speaking on the question of increasing the water supply at 
the post, declared that "most likely Fort Lowell will have 
to be maintained for many years yet, and certainly long 
enough to warrant the expense incident to procuring a good 
water supply."

But with the conclusion of what General Miles called
6

"the battle of civilization with barbarism," the army en
tered a transitory period in which small posts could be 
abandoned and their garrisons sent to large and permanent 
stations. The 1889 annual report of Colonel Grierson,

3
Ibid., 12-13.

4 r_
Arlzona Weekly Star, June 24, 1886.
Memorandum on Fort Lowell, Office of the Adjutant 

General, 1889.
6
House Exec. Doc., 51 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 1, pt. 2,

171.
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commander of the Department of Arizona, clearly Illustrates
the changing function of the army at this time.

The facilities afforded by the rapid transit 
and concentration of troops at any point within 
the United States and Territories by means of 
the railroads already constructed; the fact that 
what has been so long known as the frontier on 
the plains has almost disappeared by reason of 
the operations of the army which opened the way 
for the building of railroads and made possible 
the grand invasion of the people, all plainly 
indicate that the time has come when a large 
number of posts now occupied by troops can with 
safety and propriety be abandoned as a matter of 
economy and means of improving the discipline 
and efficiency of the Army, 7

Specifically, Grierson recommended that forts Bayard, 
Grant, and Lowell be abandoned as soon as their garrisons 
could be accommodated elsewhere. He objected to the reten
tion of Fort Lowell because it was in constant need of re
pairs, the climate was hot and disagreeable, and the site
was not a sufficiently desirable point for a permanent es- 

8
tablishment. The proposal was repeated in July, 1890,
and on January 8, 1891, orders were Issued for all the
troops at Port Lowell to repair, to Port Wingate, New 9
Mexico.

The order for the abandonment of the post came as a
10

surprise to the people of Tucson. Caught unprepared, the

” 7  : ”

Ibid., 188.
8

Ibid., 190.
9 Arizona Daily Star, January 9, 1891.

10
Interview, Harry Drachman, April 24, 1947
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local citizens hastily formed a committee which sent a tele
gram to the Secretary of War, requesting that the order for 
abandonment be countermanded until "conclusive facts" could 
be submitted for his consideration» Simultaneously, tele
grams were dispatched to General Miles and Hon. Mark A.
Smith, Arizona delegate to Congress, urging them to use

11
their influence with the Secretary. On January 12 Smith
replied that though the ultimate abandonment of Port Lowell
had already been determined upon, the troops would not be

12
removed until General Miles had expressed his opinion.

The considerations motivating those who favored reten
tion of Port Lowell were primarily financial and in part 
fear of the lack of military protection. It was pointed out 
that the post had an annual pay roll of §65,000, and this 
sum, in addition to "the indirect expenditures of the fort,
formed a large percentage of the financial benefits of Tuc- 

13
son." When it became apparent that, notwithstanding all 
opposition, the post was marked for abandonment, consolation 
was taken in the fact that other projects might be under
taken which would replace Fort Lowell* s role in the economy 
of Tucson. A proposal to make the post into a national

IT
Arizona Daily Star, January 11, 1891.
Ibid., January 13, 1891.12

13
Arizona Daily Citizen, January 10, 1891.



sanitarium came to naught, but the building of the Santa Rita
Hotel on Military Plaza was hailed as fully compensating for ’

14
the loss of Port Lowell as a business factor.

The references made to the probability of Indian raids
seem unreasonable. It was predicted, for example, that
within ninety days the Apaches would be on the war path,

15
and "southern Arizona will be placed at their mercy."
Another argument dwelled on the thesis that the presence of 
troops at Fort Lowell has "turned the eyes of hundreds of 
immigrants” to Tucson and vicinity. The Arizona Daily Citi
zen earnestly implored that if the fort could be retained
for at least six months longer it would be a great reassur-

16
ance to the new comers now settling.

However, all of these delays and protests came to no avail.
The Secretary of War ordered the abandonment of Port Lowell,
and on February 14, 1891, the troops departed. The transfer
of the post and the reservation surrounding it, announced

17early in March, was carried out on April 10, and old Fort 
Lowell passed into the hands of the Department of the Interior.

14
Arizona Daily Star, February 21, 1891.

15 “Ibid., January 11, 1891.
16 "Ibid., January 15, 1891.
17

Lockwood, loc. cit., 79.
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Throughout the history of its existence. Fort Lowell 
was typical of other frontier posts in Arizona. Born from 
the necessity of protecting life and property from the 
attacks of the Apaches, it flourished, and then declined 
as "the battle of civilization against barbarism" came to 
a conclusion. The twenty-five years during which Port Lo
well served as a frontier outpost marked an epoch in Ameri
can history, but with the end of the Apache problem and the 
closing of the frontier, the post was no longer needed by 
the army.
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ANNUAL TROOP STRENGTH AT FORT LO’JELL, 1870-1890.

Number, ofYear Commanding Officer Unit Companies Men Officers Total

1870 Capfc. T. S. Dunn 21st inf. 1 42 5 47
1871 Maj. R. R. Hizner 21st Inf. 2 102 7 109
1872 Capfc. T. K, K. Smifch 23rd Inf. 5- 1st Cav. 5 186 9 195
1873 Lfc. Col. 2. A. Carr 23rd Inf. & 5th Cav. 3 200 16 216
1874 Maj. ’,7. B. Royall’ 5fch Cav. 1 101 9 110
1875 Capfc. J. N. Andrews 8th Inf. 2 111 11 122
1876 Col. James Oakes 6fch Cav. & 8fch Inf. 2 124 12 136
1877 Capfc. V.r. S. Worth 6fch Cav. & 8fch Inf. 2 131 7 138
1878 /Col. James Oakes Hdq, 6th Cav, 15 6 21
1879 Capfc, ',7. A. Rafferty 6fch Cav. 2 82 11 93,
1880 Col. E. A. Carr 6fch Cav. 1 78 7 85
1881 Capfc. C. B. MeLe11an 6fch Cav, 1 67 5 72
1882 Col. E. A, Carr 6fch Cav. (!; 1st Inf. 1 53 8 61
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UnitYear Commanding Officer

1883 Col. E. A. Carr 6 th Cav. & 1st Inf
1884 Col. W. B. Royall 4th Cav. 5: 1st Inf
1885 Capfc. L . 0. Parker 4th Cav. & 1st Inf
1886 Col. A. V. Kautz 4th Cav. & 8th Inf
1887 Maj. H. E. Noyes 4th Cav.

1888 Maj. H. E. Noyes 4th Cav.
1889 Col. C. E. Compton 4 th Cav.
1890 Col. D. R. Clendenin 2nd Cav

Number of
Companies Me n Officers. Total

3 162 15 177
3 195 15 208
3 151 11 162
4 239 18 - 257
3 164 11 175
3 155 11 166
2 139 12 151
2 179 11 190
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