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HTTRODTJCTIOIT 

The Comics and the Child
The comic strip has become an important adjunct of 

our newspapers today. It preceded and it has survived 
the once ubiquitous crossword puzzle. After a hasty 
perusal of the headlines in the morning newspaper the 
average citizen, as ho sips his coffee, turns hastily to 
the comic strips to pursue with interest the affairs of 
the Bumstoad family, tho adventures of Lil* Abner, and 
the misfortunes of Maggie and Jiggs.

Recent attention has turned to children’s interest in 
and fervor for, comic magazines. Mothers’ clubs and 
parents’ organisations, fearing their evil effects, have 
protested in vain but the so-called "funny books" are 
still with us. American parents, typically enough, have 
resigned themselves, generally, to a situation which seems 
utterly out-of-hand. It appears evident that the Bat Man 
and Captain Marvel will continue their flight; and that 
the best parents can do is to concede at least to "Mickey 
Mouse" and the "True Comics."

• In accord with the general concern, psychologists 
and sociologists have directed their attention to comics 
and comic strips. Last year the Journal of Educational
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Sociology (1) published a bibliography which contains 
over one hundred titles of nov/s items and articles, deal
ing with the comics "as an institution and medium of 
communication, their impact on minds and emotions, and 
their potentiality as an educational and social force." (2)

strips provide a more harmless means of entertainment than 
does the comic magazine. They are better drarm, less 
lurid, and are not so profuse. 7/ith the exception of the 
Sunday edition, they do not affect so greatly the esthetic 
taste.

Ive may well ask ourselves, "Y/hat is the tremendous 
appeal which comics have for children, and for adults, 
too?” William Moulton Karston has estimated that one 
million Americans read comics in one form or another (3), 
He goes on to speak of "the potency of the picture story" 
in our racial history. It is a demonstrated fact that 
we prefer to get through pictures and graphs that which 
wo could as well get by means of reading. Picture 
language, the product of imagery, represents a lower 
level in our learning, both philogenotically and onto- 
genetically (4). Hurston says further:

Nine humans out of ten react first with 
their feelings rather than with their minds $ 
the more primitive the emotion stimulated, 
the stronger the reaction. ... Comics speak, 
without qualm or sophistication, to the 
innermost ear of the wishful self."



This, he believes, is the appeal of today's comics —  
emotional wish fulfillment (3),

r»i7hy Children Head the Comics" is the none of an 
article by Ruth Strang (5) who says, "They meet children's 
needs for overcoming in imagination some of the limitations 
of their ago and ability and for obtaining a sense of ad
venture denied then in real life." They offer mental 
catharsis; "the readers are released from feelings of in
adequacy and insecurity and from fear of aggression 
tov/ard or from others."

Statement of the Problem
The purpose of this study is to investigate the re

lation betv/eon interest in certain comic strips and vari
ous personality traits as revealed by the Rorschach 
Psychodiagnostic Test and the California Test of Person
ality.

Experimental -r-aterials ^
Comic Strips: The comic strips to which this experi

ment \/as confined were those appearing in the Tucson 
Daily Citizen and the Arizona Daily Star. A scrapbook 
containing approximately a month's serial representation 
of comic strips from each nev?spapcr was made available to 
tho children.
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Rorschach Psychofllagnostlc Teat; The Rorschach 
Psyohodiaejaostio Tent v-as administered, individually, to 
each child as a measure of personality. This type of 
tost involves Y/hat is known essentially as "projective 
techniguo," in which it is assumed that the mental pro
cedure which the individual adopts and the emotional re
actions he displays in experimental situations operate 
similarly when he meets other life situations (6).

Ruth Millhurn Clark describes projection as a "ten
sion reducing mechanism," whereby we m y  attribute to 
others that which our conscious minds find condemnablo 
or intolerable. Thus, the purpose of the projective 
technique is "to have the subject reveal things about him
self that he does not know, or that he dare not divulge"
(7). _ ' ' ' " '

A further definition is that the projective technique
involves the presentation of a stimulus 

situation designed or chosen because it will 
mean to the subject, not what the experimenter 
has arbitrarily decided it should mean, but 
rather whatever it must mean to the personality 
who gives it, or imposes.upon it, his private, 
idiosyncratic meaning and originality (6),
In 1895 Binct, pioneer in so many fields of psychol

ogical endeavor, called attention to the ink blot as a 
method of eliciting different response patterns from 
differing personalities. Three years later Dearborn (9) 
conducted experiments at the Harvard Psychological Labor
atory using ink blots, his subjects being students and
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faculty ncraborn. Other illustrious psychologists—
Kirlqjatrick, Vihipplo, Starch, 'Seashore, and Bartlett— have 
o:q?erimonted from time to time with and contributed to the 
psychology of ink blots.

Hermann Rorschach, a Swiss psychiatrist, after ten 
years of experimenting with ink blots, in 1921 published 
his monograph Psychodiagnostik. His efforts were more 
sustained, more purposeful, and more successful than any 
of his.predecessors. Regrettably, the great contribution
which he was making terminated with his premature death a
year later, at the ago of thirty-eight.

After preliminary esiperimentation, Rorschach choso 
the symmetrical blot for the following reasons: (a) the
asymmetrical blot is rejected by many subjects; (b) the 
symmetrical blot contributes to the artistic composition 
of the design; (c) conditions, in this manner, arc rendered 
the same for both right-handed and left-handed subjects;
(d) it facilitates interpretation in neurotic and in
hibited subjects; (e) symmetry makes it possible to inter
pret whole scenes (10).

The Rorschach test, as it stands today, was standard
ized on 405 subjects, normals, educated and uneducated, 
aments, dements, alcoholics, and psychopathic personal
ities (11), The norms have remained practically unchanged 
during the twenty-three years since Rorschach*s death.



Uuncrous advances have been mtie, hov/cvcr, durinc tho 
last few years, particularly since the founding of the 
Rorschach Exchange by Klopfor and cone of M s  graduate 
students at Columbia. The test can nor; be administered 
quite successfully to groups, and is being used by the 
United States Army in this connection. It has become a 
tool in the hands of the psychiatrist, the psychologist, 
and the cultural anthropologist (12). It has provided 
us with knowledge of the moral, the mental, and the cul
tural deviate.

The Rorschach Ink-blot Test is composed of ten sym
metrical Ink blots printed on white paper and mounted on 
stiff cardboard,. Five designs are in gray, white and 
black, and five are in color. In giving the test, the 
administrative procedure is divided into three parts:
(a) the performance proper; (b) the inquiry; (c) testing- 
the-limits.

After the name, sex, and approximate age of the sub
ject are recorded, the examiner describes briefly the 
process by which the blots were made. Then he hands the 
subject Card I and asks the subject to tell what ho sees 
in the blot. The examiner records the responses, the 
position of the card, and any response time over 10 
seconds. When he has completed the ten cards, the in
quiry is then instituted, in which tho examiner and
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subject go bade over the cards fren the becinning. Tills 
tine the examiner records the location of the responses, 
using a reduced replica, printed in gray and black on the 
scoring sheet. He also asks any pertinent questions which 
might throw light on the use of shading, form, color, and 
movement. The subject is allowed to add any responses 
which may occur to him during the course of the inquiry.

ntial, except in certainlimits phase. This is 
cases, for example, 
omitted.

After the test the responses are scored according to 
location, determinant, and content. The determinants are 
form, color, shading, and movement. On the basis of the 
scoring, the interpretation is made; rejections, time, 
and card position are taken into account.

Interpretatively the Rorschach is to bo looked upon 
as a Gestalt. Interpretation, in regard to intelligence, 
emotionality, experience type, et cetera, should bo based 
upon consideration of the test as a whole.

The Rorschach test is construed, by the uninformed, 
to be a test of the imaginative powers of the individual. 
In respect to this, Rorschach (13) himself says, "The 
interpretation of the chance forms falls in the field of
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perception and apperception rather than imagination." It 
In true» ]iov;cver9 that the test yields a measure of the 
degree and the quality of the subject’s imaginative 
powers.

Klopfer and Kelly designate the content of the sub
ject’s responses as the most revealing element of the 
test (14). Particularly is this true when associated 
with the location and with the movement responses. The 
determinants are most useful as a measure of the mood and 
present trend of emotionality.

The validity of the Rorschach rests upon the empir
ical standardisation of results. Further evidence for its 
validity Is proferred by Beck (15) who points out that:
(a) responses become more mature with increasing age;
(b) responses change with progression and regression of 
mental disease; (c) responses change with shifts in the 
clinical picture, as shock treatment, swings in the manic 
depressive cycle, or continued psychiatric treatment.

Hath Monroe (16) at Sarah Lawrence College conducted 
an experiment in which the Rorschach was administered 
individually to all the members of the freshman class 
entering that school* The results of the test were 
shelved until the following spring, when a check-up could 
be made on the predictions* v.lion the time come for an 
Inspection of the results, it was found that only three
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minor errors in prediction occurred. Helen Sargent, writ
ing in the Psychological Bulletin for Hay, 1945 states:

The test acquitted itself much better 
than experience has led us to expect the 
paper and pencil tests to do. The Berarouter, 
administered to the same subjects in this study, 
completely missed some of the most seriously 
maladjusted students. (16)

“Critiee of the Bereehaoh ... are known to he numerous, but 
experimental refutations of claims made are practically 
non-existent.” (16)

The California Test of Personality: The California
Test of Personality, a pencil and paper tost, was admin
istered to the children. This test, according to its 
authors, is designated as a "life adjustment test, a bal
ance between self and social adjustment" (17). It consists 
of twelve components, six measuring self-adjustment and 
six measuring social adjustment. They are as follows:
I. Self-adjustment

A. Self-reliance: Is the child able to do things
independently and to direct his own 
activities?

B. Sense of Personal Worths Does the ehild feel
that he is reasonably attractive and 
capable?

C. Sense of Personal Freedom: Is there opportunity
in tho child's life to share in the 
determination of his conduct?

D. Feeling of Belonging: Does ho feel that he has a
cordial relationship with people in 
general?

E. Withdrawing Tendencies: Does tho child seem to
prefer the joys of a fantasy world to 
actual successes in real life situations?
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F. Nervous Symptoms: Does the pupil show any
physical manifestations of a possible 
.emotional conflict?

II. Social Adjustment
A. Social Standards: Is the child able to under

stand and to appreciate the rights of 
others?

B. Social Skills: Is the boy or girl capable of
subordinating his own egocentric inter
ests to the welfare of the group?

C. Anti-social Tendencies: Does the pupil attempt
to gain pleasure in ways that arc 
destructive or unjust to others?

D. Family Delations: Are the relationships within
the homo adequate; and do they contribute 
to the child’s feeling of security and 
self-regard?

E. School Relations: Is the child happy in school
and does he feel that he has a rolo in 
the life of the institution?

F. Community Relations: Is the boy or girl making
a satisfactory adjustment to the com
munity in whloh he lives? This includes 
respect for laws and regulations, toler
ance, and enjoyment of neighborhood life.

The reliability of the California Test of Personality 
as measured by the split-half method of correlation is: 
for Total Adjustment .933; for Self-adjustment .838; and 
for Social Adjustment .867.

According to the authors, the validity of their test 
is demonstrated by the following factors: (a) selection
of items; (b) the personality components; and (c) test 
item disguise* The items were selected in accordance 
with the judgments of teachers and principals and the re
actions of pupils. The authors state, "The items of 
each component represent fundamental action patterns"
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and "specific evidences of personal or social adjustment."
An attempt has been made to disguise the items of the 

test. The question is not asked, "Do you cheat?" but 
rather, "Are your tests so hard or unfair that it is all 
right to cheat?" The child is not tempted by such a 
question as, "Do you exaggerate the seriousness of your 
illness?" but Instead he is asked, "Ik) you suffer more 
than most people when you are ill?"

The authors remark:
In many such instances the facts about a 

child's adjustment are not as important as the 
v/ay ho feels and v/hat he believes concerning 
them, since such beliefs and feelings are fre
quently the keys to his intimate personality 
status, as well as to his possible Improve
ment,"

Otis Self-administering Test of Mental Ability: The
Otis Mental Ability Test is what is known as a spiral 
omnibus tost, this type of examination having been evolved 
to eliminate the necessity for accurate timing of short 
periods. Hence, the test Is termed "self-administering," 
The items are similar to those occurring in the Army Alpha 
examination.

The reliability of the test as measured by coefficients 
of correlation between Forms A and B of the examination is 
.948, (18) Since the tost measures a hypothetical quality, 
mental ability, there is no direct method of determining
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the validity. Correlations between "scholarship" and 
scores on the Higher Examination arc reported, however,
to be between .55 and .59#

It is generally conceded that a group test is not 
so valid a measure of mental ability as is one which is 
administered Individually, ouch as the Stanford Binet. 
The chief reason is that such tests, while they measure 
intelligence, also measure reading ability. Reading, in 
this instance, presents a variable which can not be 
isolated in a group test of mental ability.

Subjects
The subjects of this experiment were children in the 

6A in the Summer Session at the Roskruge Junior High 
School, Tucson, Arizona. There were 20 children, 10 boys 
and 10 girls. Their ages ranged from 10 years, 9 months 
to 12 years, 11 months. All these children were native 
born, one Spanish child and three Jewish children being 
included in the group. According to the principal, these 
children all had completed 6B last spring and were accel
erating in order to enter 7B in the fall. The Otis I.Q. 
of these pupils ranged from 82 to 133. The fathers of 
these children were tradesmen and owners of small 
businesses; two were deceased. None of the fathers was a 
day laborer, and two were members of the professional
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class* The children's parents pay a small weekly fee 
for the privilege of sending them to the Summer Session*

School Records: The following date for each child
were obtained from the school records at the Board of 
Educationz (a) place of birth; (b) occupation of parent; 
(c) grade in which the child was first enrolled in the 
Tucson Public Schools; (d) grades received in play; (e) 
other significant grades, above or below the average; and 
(f} record of tardiness and absence.

Teacher's Report: The children's teacher was asked
to give a brief report, describing what she considered to 
be the outstanding characteristics of each child who was 
a subject in the experiment.

Comments and Criticisms
The scope of this experiment necessarily Is somewhat 

limited for a number of reasons. Because this thesis was 
written in the summer time, it was found impossible to 
equate the group as to nationality, intelligence, and 
social factors. A small sampling was necessary due to 
the time-consuming administration, scoring, and interpre
tation of the Horsehaeh Psychodiagnostic Test. From two 
to five hours' work was essential before results could be 
obtained for each Rorschach record. In addition, as much
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as seventy-five hours was consumed in learning the 
Rorschach technique. As every student of psychology knows, 
there is no easy road to the Rorschach,

Thus, it was impossible to obtain ns complete a study 
of the various facets of the child’s personality as would 
have been desirable. Mo valid generalizations can thus 
be made, apart from the body of these data. This study 
merely points the way to further Investigation along this 
line ,
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EXPERE-BIIT PROPER

Since the purpose of this study is to investigate the 
relation between interest in certain comic strips and 
various personality traits, it seems best to present an 
Interpretation of each child's personality in connection 
with tho comic strip he likes best, accompanied by his 
reasons for his choice.

The approach to this problem is both idiographic and 
nomothetic. (19) it is idiographic in that each child's 
personality, together with his preference for a certain 
comic strip, is reviewed singly. It is nomothetic in that 
certain general conclusions are drawn on the basis of tho 
data obtained from a study of each comic strip and from 
the experiment as a whole.

Dick Tracy
Dick Tracy, an alert and perspicacious detective, is 

the hero of this comic strip. Ho is a sturdy, manly fig
ure with a huge, jutting jaw. He is portrayed as wearing 
a slouch hat. His agility and his acuity arc remarkable. 
No one ever outwits Dick Tracy! The criminals he pursues 
with such audacity and alacrity are unique-appearing 
individuals who sometimes smack of society and sometimes
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of the tmaorr/orlch "Blood and thunder s" mystery and 
suspens® represent the chief appeal of this comic strip.

As appears from the data which follow, this particu
lar preference expressed by the children yielded a most 
significant parallel in each of the cases. There is an 
evident, demonstrable relationship between the choice of 
comic strip, "Dick Tracy,” and personality as indicated 
by the Rorschach and the California Toot of Personality.

Personal Data: Annahelle Franck* is 11 years, 4
months of age. Her father^ occupation is that of a 
baker. She has an attendance record of many absences. She 
has received 2*s and 3,s in most of her subjects. Her 
Otis l.Q. is 104. Of Annabolle her teacher says, "She is 
rather flighty, doesn't always stay with a.thing until it 
is completely finished."

Why I Like "Pick Tracy": ."I like ’Dick Tracy* be
cause it is always full of action. It is very interest
ing; there is always something going on."

Rorschach Record: This child apparently Is the
product of parental over-discipline, with resulting grave 
effects on her personality. When she finds herself in a 
difficult situation, she usually attempts to evade the

*Sinee these records are entirely confidential, a
pseudonym has been assigned to each subject whose 
personality is delineated herein.
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issue but occasionally she manifests aggression. She 
depends upon making a more or less superficial impression, 
thus attempting to disguise hor feelings of inadequacy.
Sho tries to do v;hat is considered conventional, because 
she has learned it is expedient, and because she is 
especially eager for social approval. She shows evidence 
of emotional instability.

Since she is a natural extrovert, she is despondent 
about the disturbed rapport of the family situation and 
is tending to withdraw from social stimuli, an unhealthy 
inclination for an extratensive individual,

California Test of Personality: On the California
Test of Personality this pupil ranked in the first per
cent ilo in Hervous Symptoms (Freedom from), and Family 
Relations, Sho ranked between the 15th and 20th percen
tiles on the following: Sense of Personal Freedom, Feel
ing of Belonging, Withdrawing Tendencies (Freedom from), 
and Anti-social Tendencies (Freedom from)* Her natural 
extravertive inclinations are evinced by her relatively 
high scores on Social Standards and Social Skills, .60 and 
.65, respectively.

Conclusions: It seems plausible that this child, who
is so evidently inclined toward extraversion, would seek 
to enjoy vicariously the action she craves in her own 
environment. She she is unable to find an outlet for the
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aggressive Impulses she fools, she admires people who ©an 
and do. She would like to make things "whiz," to have 
"something always going on" if she eould tiiange, or re
lease herself from, her environmental pattern.

Personal Data: Edith Pettigrew ras horn in Oklahoma.
She is about 10£ years old. Her father Is deceased. She 
lives at a government housing project. Her sister and 
sister-in-law, both of whom are employed, live with Edith 
and her mother. Edith’s grades average between 2 and 3.
She failed the second year of sehool. Her Otis I. Q. is 
116. Her teacher says Edith "is very shy, is a hard worker 
but rather alow."

Why I Like "Dick Tracy": "I like ‘Dick Tracy* because
it is a mystery, I liked it where she got the money and 
where the shooting was going on. Her mother took so many 
pills that make you stay awake that she had heart trouble."

Rorschach Record: A controlled, but vindictive
emotionality seems to be the keynote of this girl*3 record. 
She has learned to conform and to obey, but her inner 
life is turbulent and filled with anxiety. Edith tends to 
project into hor environment the hatred and frustration 
which she herself is not free to express. She is eager for 
excitement; she would like a ring-side seat at the arena, 
if she could have one. The thrill of fisticuffs, the
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oook fight, or the killing of a rattlesnake is the kind 
of entertainment she moot craves. Pare#* Into an adult 
pattern9 her childish soul writhes with resentment, a re
sentment which she herself dares not express.

California Test of Personality: This pupil ranks in
tho 30th percentile in Sense of Personal Freedom and 
Nervous Symptoms (Freedom from). In all other components, 
she ranks average or above.

Conclusions: It is not surprising that this little
girl, who has such a high sense of the dramatic and whose 
pattern of aggression is so evident, should follow with 
interest the comic strip, "Dick Tracy." Is it astonishing 
that she should seek and identify herself with a heroine 
who dares to live the exciting and dangor-filled life 
which she herself finds impossible to undertake?

Personal Data: Pedro Romero was horn in Tucson a
little over 12 years ago* His father^ occupation, in the 
school records, is listed as "compensated." Pedro*s 
grade average is 2. He receives l*s and 2*o in Play. He 
has had few absences and only one tardy. His Otis I.Q,. is 
107. Regarding Pedro his teacher says, "He is a good 
thinker, but is quite indifferent."

Vfliy I Like "Dick Traev": "I like •Dick Tracy* because
they kill people. The police go and chase them and get the



one that killed« I*m on the sido of tho police,”
Roraohaoh Record: Tho most striking tiling in this

child's record was that he saw tlireo lumen figures without 
any heads, Where other children saw a complete human 
figure, or a witch, this little Mexican hoy savz a human 
being minus his head* Yfe have no way of determining, 
aside from free association or psychiatric aid, just why 
three such unusual responses should be present in this 
child's record* It may be allied to certain feelings of 
intellectual Inadequacy, or a manifestation of aggression 
toward his social environment, There is no evidence for 
this in his Rorschach record* We do knew, however, that 
there is an indication of emotional disruption, probably 
emanating from social relations. This youngster is the 
only Mexican boy in his class and probably is somewhat 
Ignored, if not actually mistreated, by the others.

Pedro is an introvertive child, who is inclined to 
lose himself in a fantasy world* He is sensitive and 
self-critical. Because he is inclined to withdraw from 
reality and to day-dream, he is not making efficient use 
of his intellectual capacities.

California Test of Personality: In six of the twelve
components of this test, the child ranked below the 50th 
percent11©* These are: Sense of Personal Worth, Sense
of Personal Freedom, Fooling of Belonging, Social Skills,



Anti-social Tendencies (Freedom from), and Community Re
lations. The content of the questions "check marked" 
against him seems to indicate that he has much difficulty 
in adjusting himself in his relations nith others.

Conclusions: If aggression against the social envir
onment is present in this child*o inner life, it seems 
reasonable that Pedro v/ould like "Dick Tracy* because 
"they kill people." Surely this is a relatively harmless 
outlet for an impulse which, according to the psycho- 
analyst®, is present in the unconscious of most of us —  
a hate which would attempt to remove the barriers which 
confront us. (20)

If inferiority wore tho basis of this child’s person
ality, he would certainly admire a hero who is able and 
daring in a social environment. It is well to remember, 
in this connection, that inferiority feelings are commonly 
though not invariably, accompanied by aggressive Impulses. 
(21)

Personal Data: Evelyn Ballard has resided in Tucson
all her life. Her father is a railroad conductor. She 
la 11 years, 8 months of ago. Her Otis I.Q.. is 107. She 
has received 2’s and 3fs in Play. She has never been 
tardy, Evelyn was absent a groat deal last semester.
Her teacher says of her, "She is very sweet and sincere, 
cooperates in every way, is a hard worker*"



Why I LUco "Diok Traoy»: ”1 like ’Dick Tracy’ be
cause I enjoy mysteries, because lie always gets around 
and never gets hurt. Hoy; he gets the clues.”

Rorschach Record: An inhibited emotionality, due to
over-discipline in the home, is manifest in this record.
When placed in a jeopardising position, her policy is to 
elude the Issue. Because of the misunderstanding accorded 
her in her environment, she is developing an intelligence 
complex* and thus is unable to make the beat of what ability 
she does possess. Because she feels anxious and inade
quate, she is developing incipient hypochondriacal ten
dencies, Because she is somewhat dependent upon outer 
stimuli, she is naturally upset and unhappy over the sit
uation in which she finds herself. She is becoming less 
extrovert!ve, because of the inhibitions and anxieties 
present in her life. She is losing much of the spontaneity 
and self-confidence which arc her natural right.

California Test of Personality: On all the components
of this test the subject ranks well above the 50th per
centile, except in Sens® of Personal Freedom, where her 
responses place her in the 30th percentile.

Conclusions: Dick Tracy gets around and does the
things ho wishes to do; ho has no inhibitions. In addi
tion, Dick Tracy doesn’t get hurt! In view of this

♦Feelings of inadequacy, with regard to mental 
ability, (22)



ohlld1o hypoohondrlQOQl tondonciea, aa evidenced by the 
Rorschaeh, this would seem significant* Her here gets the 
clues. Perhaps there are clues which Evelyn unconsciously 
desires, dues which in some way would enable her to 
manipulate her environment, to alter the situation in 
which she finds herself.

Personal Data: Harry Hubble, who was born In Tucson,
is 12 years, 11 months old. His father’s occupation Is 
listed as "Veteran." He has had few absences or tardi
nesses. Eo repeated 6B because of failure in Mathematics 
and Spelling. He received I’s and 2 ’s in Play until he 
entered the sixth grade, where ho received 3*s. His Otis 
I.Q. is 86. His teacher says Harry "is very babyish, is 
always scowling. Is quite a show-off.”

•.Thy I Like "Dick Tracy": "X like Dick Tracy because 
he’s good and chases all those crazy-looking outfits. It’s 
exciting."

Rorschach Record: Indifference to the test situation
affected the quality of Harry’s responses. He was eager 
to get out to play, and hie haphazard method of dealing 
with the test material probably is indicative of the manner 
in which he makes his exuberant way through life.

He is primarily ambivertive, but the present trend 
of his life is outgoing. He is quite well adjusted, but
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probably feels too strongly the effect of discipline 
brought to bear upon his naturally happy-go-lucky disposi
tion, There is some indication of aggression directed 
against his environment,

California Test of Personality: This youngster ranked
at the 20th decile in Self-reliance and Social Standards, 
at the 30th decile in Social Skills and Anti-social Tenden
cies (Freedom from), at the 10th decile in School Relations, 
and at the 90th decile in Sense of Personal Worth.

Comment: This child follows the pattern of the other
children who prefer "Dick Tracy" in that he shows aggres
sion toward his environment, coupled with resentment 
against discipline. He is not always allowed to do the 
things he would like to do, so he enjoys reading and hear
ing about people who seem to have no restrictions placed 
upon them.

General Conclusions Regarding the Personality Traits of 
Those Children Who Expressed a Preference for "Dick Tracy":

On the Rorschach those children all showed more erfcra- 
vortivo than introvertive tendencies. Responses indicated 
the presence of complex indicators, aggressive inclinations, 
and latent anxieties manifest in one form or another. How
ever, these children are not so aware of their difficulties
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because they do not introspect. As a whole, they show a 
dearth of emotional life. Thoir emotionality is more 
crude, less refined, than is that of averaso youngsters.

On the California Test of Personality, all of those 
children were below average in Sense of Personal Freedom. 
All hut one is above average in Freedom from Withdrawal 
Tendencies, in Social Standards, and in Sense of Personal 
Worth. The average Otis I.Q. is 104•

Blondic
"Blondie" is a comic strip portraying the life of a 

young married couple, Dagv/ood and Blondio arc typical 
enough to have wide human appeal; they are unusual enough 
to keep interest alive. The comic strip centers around 
everyday activities of family life. Dogwood is always 
making sandwiches and going to sleep on the couch, Blondie 
buys peculiar-looking hats, talks across the back fence 
with the neighbors» and lias difficulty disposing of the 
vacuum sweepings, Alexander and Cookie, their two chil
dren, rush in and out of the house accompanied by the 
dog, Daisy, and her pups.

This comic strip was preferred by the largest number 
of children, six citing this as their preference. In most 
of these oases there was a noticeable similarity of
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personality, as indicated by the Rorschach and the Cal
ifornia Test of Personality. The character of their re
sponses differed considerably from responses elicited 
from children preferring "Dick Tracy.”

Personal Data: Ruth Loveland is 10 years and 9 months
of age. She van born in Tucson. Her father is in the 
Navy. Sho has an attendance record of many absences, v/ith 
no tardiness, She usually receives 2 in Play. Her grade 
average is approximately 3. Last semester she‘received 
a 5 in Mathematics and a 1 in Spelling. Her Otis 1.(1. is 
124. Her teacher remarks that Ruth ”is shy, but so very 
sweet and likable. She does good work."

Why I Like "Blondie”: "I profor ’Blondio and Dag-
wood' because it is funny, and I like funny things. It 
dooms so natural, the family does, I mean."

Rorschach Record: Rich imagination is the keynote of
the protocol. Possessed of superior intelligence, Ruth 
is practical, yet artistic. She has splendid potential
ities, but there are factors in her record which prohibit 
the use of her remarkable abilities if her present ten
dencies continue*

Extremely introvortive and sensitive, she is too much 
inclined toward self-absorption. Her creativity is turned 
inwardly. She is not making adequate use of her ability.



She is a dreamer, not a door. She compensates for social 
fears by dv/elling in a world of fantasy.

If she can overcome these attitudes, which may he 
duo to a slight physical blemish, she has numerous possi
bilities • There is some evidence in the protocol that, 
given the proper environment, she will realize her poten
tialities.

California Test of Personality: Above the 60th per
centile in Self-reliance and Sense of Personal Worth, this 
little girl ranked below the 40th percentile in Sense of 
Personal Freedom, Feeling of Belonging, Ferrous Symptoms 
(Freedom from), Social Skills, Anti-Social Tendencies (Free
dom from), Family Relations, and School Relations.

Comment: "Blondio", depicting a natural, happy
family, has a compensatory value for this child whose own 
family life is not a happy one. Ruth wishes to identify 
herself with an environment more cheerful, more pleasing 
than her own. Perhaps she likes "funny things” because 
laughter enables her to forget her own unhappy state.

Personal Data: Alice Saunders, who was born In
Tucson, is ll| years old. Her father is a salesman. She 
receives I’s in Reading, 3*s in Play. Her Otis I.Q. is 
122. With respect to Alice her teacher states, "She is 
steady and reliable."
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TJIiy I Lilce "Blondlo": " H i t e  *Blondie» because it
oeci’is sort of real in a v;aye ItTs the funny things they
do*"

Rorschach Record: Because Alice- has m n y  social
fears, she faces a new situation with considerable anxiety. 
She is frightened and experiences difficulty in controll
ing herself adequately. Her record gives evidence of 
considerable m®eroticism. She lias better than average 
intelligence» but does not always nako the best use of 
her abilitiesg duo to emotional factors. She is troubled 
with self-doubt and feelings of inadequacy which she mani
fests occasionally by aggressive behavior. She has diffi
culty in adjusting to self and to others*

California Test of Personality; In this instance 
Withdrawing Tendencies (Freedom from) ranked at the 40th 
percentilo. All other components wore considerably above 
average9 Family Relations ranking at the 99th percentile.

Comment: Here wo have a child who, happy in her own
family life, takes refuge in homo-like situations. In 
"Blondie" she finds those pleasing circumstances, away from 
the outer world, which she so fears. She likes the funny 
things they do because they represent a real, uninhibited 
emotionality which is not hers.



Personal Data: Clara Phillips is ll£ years old, and
has lived all her life in Tucson. Her father is a meat 
matter by trade. Her Grade average is between 2 and 3.
Her Otis I.Q. is 117• Her teacher says, "Glare is very 
emotional#"

Why I Like "Blondie": "I like 'Blondic' because it
is funny. It is not continued. I like his sandwiches.
On© time he put banana pie and sardines in the sane sand
wich."

Rorschach Record: "Has any other child seen that?"
"Will you show me something that some other child has 
seen?" These remarks are particularly cogent in view of 
the following protocol.

Desire for social approbation is indicated in the 
record. This is such a compelling urge that it is almost 
tantamount to a complex. She is so eager to please, she 
so fears she may be wrong that she refuses to attack the 
heart of a problem, and clings anxiously to the periphery. 
Thus she is absorbed in the small, the irrelevant, and 
the petty. When angered, she is inclined to bo somewhat 
aggressive, but her defiance is confined to the inconse
quential.

When frustrated in her ambition, she is apt to evi
dence neurotic manifestations of a somewhat hypochondri
acal nature. She is not utilising her capabilities
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because she lacks insight into self and others. She com
pensates in the social situation because she fours contact 
v/ith others.

California Test of Personality: This pupil v/as above
the ?0th percentile in Sense of Personal Freedom, Feeling 
of Belonging, Social Skills, and Family Relations. She 
ranked at the 20th percentile in Nervous Symptoms (Freedom
from).

Comment: One of the reasons that Clara gave for lik
ing "Blondio" was that it "is not continued." We have 
seen-that this little girl can not brook opposition in 
small things, which may bo one of the reasons she dis
likes continued stories. Her emotionality, according to 
the Rorschach and the teacher’s estimate, is such, however, 
that probably she would change her mind quite frequently as 
to choice of comic strip.

Personal Data: Henrietta Edwards, who was born in ,
the state of Mow York, is 11 years,' 8 months of age. Her 
father is employed as a clerical worker. She has had 
few tardinesses or absences. Her grade average is between 
2 and 3. She receives 3 in Play. Henrietta failed the 
JWU Her Otis I.CU is 100. Her teacher describes her as 
being "slow and very babyish for a sixth grader."
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Why I Like »Blondie»: "Z like fBlondior hocause it
is not a mystery. It's more like your ora life."

Rorsohaeh Heoord: This little girl showed anxiety
at the beginning of the test, manifest in manner and con
tent of responses. She is shy. In routine situations she 
shows emotional maturity, but is inclined to give evidence 
of frustration in novel situations. Henrietta is overly 
dependent upon social approval. Because she is eager to 
please but fears she may not, she is inclined, for the 
present, to withdraw from social stimuli.

In some respects she is apt to be egocentric, arro
gant, and negativlstio* The feelings of insufficiency 
and inadequacy she has occasionally are released through 
some fora of aggression, either against self or others.

California Test of Personality: Henrietta ranks in
the 30th percentile in Nervous Symptoms (Freedom from),
In Self-reliance, Sense of Personal Worth, and School Re
lations she ranks in the 90th percentile. Family Rela
tions are placed in the 60th percentile.

Comment: Because this child fears a new situation,
she clings to the home where, in the usual course of 
events, she may face the familiar and the predictable.
She doesn’t like the strange and the mysterious; she likes 
tilings "more like your real life."



Personal Data: Patrick Laloney, torn in Tucson, is
12*1 years old. His father is an electrician. Patrick 
failed 6B due to absence on account of illness and to 
poor grades in a number of M s  subjects. His Otis I.Q. 
is 95. His teacher says that Patrick "is intelligent, 
hut is alvrays spoiling it by showing off."

Why I Like "Blondie": "I like ’Dogwood1 when I can
understand it. Sometimes ho gets a little too deep for 
me; I can’t understand what he’s talking about. I like 
him hecause he is so realistic. He knows how to toll good 
jokes and he tolls the truth."

Rorschach Record; This child has a rich and varied 
emotionality. He is freedom loving and happy-go-lucky.
His is the buoyant record of an ambivert. In M s  en
thusiasm he wants to try everything and to he everywhere 
at once. He has yet to learn one of life’s more serious 
lessons, that of self-control* He flies into a rage at 
the smallest provocation. He is the kind of youngster who 
brawls on the way to and from school, who wants to start 
a fight, and who stays until the finish.

He is self-sufficient and not too suggestible, except 
on occasion when he loses his self-control.

There is considerable evidence of anxiety and frus- • 
tration in his record, probably arising from his unsuccess
ful attempts at social adjustment. For the present, at
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least, he tends toward withdrawal from environmental 
stimuli,

California Test of Personality; This hoy ranks at 
the 15th pereentlle for Hervoua Symptoms (Freedom from), 
and 60 per cent or dhovo for all other components except 
Social Skills, where he ranks 45 por cent. In view of 
the above data, it appears significant that he answered 
"Yes" to the following questions: "Do your friends or
your work often make you worry?", "Do classmates often 
quarrel with you?" Ho answered "No" to the question, "Do 
you think that the hoys and girls like you as well as they 
should?"

Comment: Since Patrick doubtless is the kind of
youngster who would swear by one comic strip today and 
another tomorrow, it would seem dubious to draw any con
clusions on the above personality data as to why ho likes 
"Dogwood." Since his home life is relatively satisfactory 
and since ho is having difficulty with his playmates, at 
the present time he may find this comic strip agreeable 
reading.

Personal Data: Louise Lunt, born in Tucson, is ll£
years old. Her father’s occupation is listed as P.F.E.
She has an attendance record of many absences, no tardi
ness. She received 1's in Play in the first and second



grades; in the third grade she received 2's. Since that 
time she has received 3fs. Her grade average is 3. She 
has received no 4*3. Her Otis I.Q. is 90. The teacher 
describes Louise as being "very slow."

Why I Like "Blondie": "I like *Blondie» because
funny tilings happen in it. You can never toll what they* 11 
do next."

Rorschach Record: From the record it seems evident
that this little girl has grave neurotic tendencies.*
There are indications of hysteria with accompanying ego
centric it y, She is subject to influence by the environ
ment. She lacks initiative, probably because she is de
pressed and emotionally constricted. She gives evidence 
of being poorly adapted to the adult world.

California Test of Personality: Louise ranked above

*Klopfcr and Kelly (23) give the following indications of 
a neurotic record, all but ono of which this little 
girl has:

1# The number of responses is only 19, 5 being obtained 
under pressure in the inquiry.

2. There were no M responses, with the exception of one 
elicited upon suggestion in tho Testing the Limits 
period.

3* There were no FM responses scorable.
4* Color shock was evident.
5- Shading shook was indicated.6. Two cards wore rejected in the Performance, one not 

being accounted for at all.
7. A$S was 74*.8. F$ was high.
9* She had three FC responses. (ICLopfer and Kelly indi

cate not more than ono FC response as being indicative of neurotloism.)



the 50th percentile in all of the components except Anti
social Tendencies (Freedom from), where she ranked at the
45th percentile.

Comment: Since Louisofs responses tvero so few and
so stereotyped, she presents something of an enigma when 
it comes to a consideration of her preferences as re
lated to her personality. If she is inclined to hysteria, 
m  her Rosohach record so strongly indicates, she will 
lean more heavily on her homo life. In that situation 
she can more successfully parade her hysterical symptoms. 
This may account for her preference for the comic strip, 
"Bloadie."

General Conclusions Regarding the Personality Traits of 
Those Children Who Expressed a Preference for "BlondieV:

The Rorschach responses of these children who pre
ferred “KLondie" evinced more immaturity, more sensitivity, 
and a greater variety of anxieties and fears than did the 
children who preferred rtDick Tracy,” They exhibited finer 
emotional control and greater insight than did the "Dick 
Tracy” fans. They gave more evidence of emotional depres
sion, and showed more anxiety in the test situation. All 
but one of them made use of five or more determinants, 
indicating a wide and vivid emotionality. On tho average, 
these children showed more introvertivo tendencies than



36

did the children who selected "Dick Tracy" as their
preference.

On the California Test of Personality, children who 
preferred "Blondle” equalled or exceeded the children who 
preferred "Dick Tracy" in all components of the test ex
cept Withdrawing Tendencies (Freedom from) and Nervous 
Syaptaas (Freedom from). In Family Relations five of 
these children ranked high, and in Self-reliance all six 
of them, were better than average. The mean Otis I.Q, of 
this group was 108.

Donald Duck
Donald Duck is a bumptious, yet charming, comic strip 

creature who is portrayed as wearing a sailor coat and hat. 
His occupations and pursuits are varied; his self-confidence 
and assurance are unbounded. The persistent little fellow 
is always thinking up unusual schemes and contrivances, 
but his plans fall through and his gadgets go awry! A 
vein of subtle humor runs through the comic strip; there 
arc people like Donald!

Two of the twenty children chose "Donald Duck" as 
their favorite. While this comic strip usually is the 
©hole© of young children, many older people road it with 
Interest.



born in New YorkPersonal Data: Abe Goldberg xvas
City. His father is a store owner. His family moved to 
Arizona when Abo was six; he is now 12| years old. He 
repeated 2A on account of illness, and was excused from 
play in 3A. His grades in Reading dropped from 2 to 4 in 
6B. His Otis I.Q,. is 103. His teacher says Abe is "rather 
babyish and lacks confidence in himself."

Vdiy I Like "Donald Duck": "I like Donald because ho
is cute and funny. I like those three little kids that 
go around with him. I read it other places, too. Donald 
is always finding out ho*s not so hot! Once he tried to 
bo a cow-hand, and the horse was always throwing him 
around. This last time his nephews fell off the rim of the 
Grand Canyon and Donald tried to rescue them and they all 
fell down to the river. His nephews had to keep rescuing 
Donald all the time."

Rorschach Record: Abo Goldberg is a sensitive extro
vert who is very eager to please. He is so dependent upon 
approval that he often hesitates to commit himself. When 
he does, ho goes straight to tho heart cf a problem with
out duly considering attenuating circumstances. This im
petuosity has a deleterious effect upon his emotional 
lifej ho broods over his experience,

Abe likes to give the impression of an adulthood 
which he does not feel. He presents a picture of childish
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emotionality, is somov;hat lacking in initiative. Ho 
likes to do the expedient; the best -way out suits him.

California Test of Personality: Abe ranks above the
50th percentile in all components of the California Test, 
except Social Skills where ho ranks in the 30th percen
tile. He ranks in the 95 percentile in Withdrawing Ten
dencies (Freedom from).

Comment: Abo is sensitive; his feelings are often
hurt. Hefd liko to bo an adult, but essentially he is 
still a child. He clings to childish interests. Donald, 
too, tries to be an adult; but, like Abe, he makes all 
kinds of social errors. Abe can laugh at Donald's blund
ers, and it somehow eases the grief he feels over his own 
social inadequacies.

Personal Data: Jacob Levy, whose father is a phar
macist, was born in How York City. He has a record of no 
tardinesses and few absences. His age is 11 years, 3 
months. His grade average in Play the last two years has 
varied between 1 and 3, Els other grades have averaged 
about 3• Jacob's Otis I.Q,. is 115. His teacher has this 
to say about him: Jacob "is very mischievous; he is always
making a wisecrack which usually hits the point. He likes 
to argue."



and the v/ay he dresses 'hisself. * In one story, he fell 
out of the boat and they saw a bump under the rubber boat 
and It v/aa Donald, A prehistoric man came out and sig
naled for some others to come out and they hung him up 
over a fire. His nephews saved him by camouflaging them
selves and the boat. V/hcn they got back to civilization, 
Donald said he had saved his nephews, and his nephews 
fainted,"

Rorschach Record: The approach to the problem, in
Jacob's case, was somewhat unusual. He turned the cards 
many times, peering at them from various angles. The 
response time was long. He apparently was trying very 
hard to see the forms, and seemed somewhat chagrined that 
he was not able to do so. Possibly he was not using the 
proper method of attack, or for some reason he was unable 
to meet this new situation* Nevertheless, the experimenter 
felt that Jacob was not reporting all that he saw in the 
blots. He was highly critical of the responses ho gave.

Jacob's protocol gave much evidence of neuroticism.
He had all of the nine Indications listed by Klopfer and 
Kelley* (23)

He gives marked evidence of Independence of outer 
stimuli, probably because he is inclined to be extremely 
critical, so much so that he approaches cynicism*
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California Test of Personality: Ate's score in Self-
reliance, Social Standards, and Social Skills place hin 
in the 20th percentile. Ho ranks in the 90th percentile in 
Sense of Personal Freedom, Feeling of Belonging, With
drawing Tendencies (Freedom from), Family Relations, and 
School Relations.

Comment: If Jacob has the strong sense of humor his
teacher endows him with and the highly critical attitude 
indicated by the Rorschach, it is not surprising that he 
enjoys reading about the adventures of Donald Duck. The 
comic strip appeals to two important elements in his per
sonality— his sense of humor and his censoriousness. If 
ho is as neurotic as ho seems to bo, hero is an opportun
ity for an alleviating flight from reality.

General Conclusion:
Since the Rorschach responses of ono of those children 

were so Inadequate, no very satisfactory agreement can be 
reached in terms of personality traits. The responses of 
both of these children indicated more than the usual amount 
of sensitivity and depression.

On the California Tost of Personality, both of the 
boys ranked better than average in Withdrawal Tendencies 
(Freedom from), Anti-social Tendencies (Freedom from), and



"Llary V-ortli^ Family" is a story of romance and so
ciety. Host of the cliaractors are handsome people v;ho 
have plenty of. money, which they spend freely at night 
clubs, restaurants, and the theater. Lyric Lane is the 
beautiful, but rather dubious, heroine of the conic strip.

One child, a Girl, preferred this conic strip, for 
reasons which will appear obvious.

Personal Data: Lucille Arden, whose father is em
ployed at the Southwestern Sash and Door Company, has lived 
all her life in Tucson. Her attendance record shows quite 
a few absences, very little tardiness. She repeated the 
IB on account of illness. Her grades average consistently 
between 2 and 3. Her Otis I.Q,. is 116. She is 12 years 
and 8 months. Her teacher says she "resents any criticism, 
quick to anger."

m y  I Like "Hary Worth's Family": "I like 'Hary
north's Family' because it is interesting. I like it be
cause it is about Lyric Lane. I like the way she does 
things. I think she is pretty. She wears nice clothes. *
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She can rake people like her. It seens to no oho likes 
to help people a lot. She's sort of ny heroine; I'd like 
to he like that. Yfnen o one thine happens, she does what 
■he thinks best.”

Rorschach Record: Lucille Arden is decidedly de
pendent upon the approval of others for her personal hap
piness. For this reason she fears social contact. She 
approaches a now situation with anxiety and timidity.
Seine a decided extrovert, Lucille makes numerous bids for 
attention. She is interested in personal adornment.
When she encounters opposition in the social situation, 
she at tiros bcconos aggressive. Usually, however, she is 
poised and gracious. She is inclined to be somewhat crit
ical of others.

California Tost of Personality: Lucille ranks in the
20th percentilo in School Relations; in the 35th percentile 
in Self-reliance, Social Standards, and Community Relations; 
and in the 40th percentile in withdrawing Tendencies (Free
dom from). She shows no nervous symptoms.

Comment: This is an instance of self-identification,
which Lucille herself quite freely admits. "She is sort 
of my heroine. I would like to be like that." Moreover, 
Lyric Lane is pretty and wears pretty clothes. Identifi
cation here has, also, a compensatory effect because Lyric 
can "make people like her" and Lyric is self-reliant— two
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qualities v/liicli Lucille can not always enploy in her re
lations with others.

Bel Ryder is an exciting and colorful hero of the 
Great >7est. Ee is chanpion of justice in a wild and law
less country of pioneer days. His mscot and constant com
panion is Little Reaver, when he frequently oaves from the 
onslaught of ragamuffins and brigands. Frequently ho is 
called upon to rescue or assist some helpless damsel 
whose money has been stolen, or whose mortgaged ranch is 
about to be seized by a wily and unscrupulous sheriff.

One little girl indicated ”Rcd Ryder” as her favorite 
comic strip. As we shall see, this is a logical, almost 
predictable, choice for her to make.

Personal Data: Janet Fairchild is 10 years and 9
months old. Sho was born in Tucson. Her father is dead, 
and at the present time she is living with her great- 
aunt, while her mother works. She has two brothers, one 
younger and one older, who have remained with the mother.
Sho states that sho does not get along very well with her 
brothers because she is "in between." Her attendance record 
shows no tardiness, and very few absences. Last semester 
she made a 1 average.
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Her teacher cements that Janet "is very quick to 
learn, does excellent work. She is quick to auger and 
doesn’t like to bo corrected in anything." Her Otic I.Q,. 
is 125.

miy I Like "Rod Ryder"; »I like ’Bod Ryder’ because 
I like things with a little action in them. I like the 
story and I like the people, the characters that they have 
in then. There’s a story now about a girl who is a banker, 
named Both. Some non rob her bank and got away and start 
a landslide. Rod Ryder gets shot in the head, but ho 
doesn’t get killed, and he gets the money back. He has to 
save Little Beaver and the Duchess, too."

Rorschach Record: ’.To knew that Janet cones iron a
broken hone, as the Rorschach record also indicates. In 
consequence, Janet feels insecure; she broods over her 
troubles and longs for her father. She is beginning to 
withdraw from social life into a world of her own creation. 
She gives mueh evidence of depression and frustration.
But Janet in time probably will surmount her present 
difficulties. She shows potentiality for an adequate ad
justment to people. She is intelligent, enthusiastic, 
and ambitious; moreover, she is self-critical. These qual
ities, together with a rich imagination, promise a 
brighter future for this child. The occasional arrogance
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and aggression which she demonstrates today, if given 
constructive guidance m y  he helpful to her tomorrow.

California Test of Personality: The California Test
places her in the 40th percentile for withdrawing Tcndcn- 
eies (Freedom from), and in the 45th percentile for 
Social Skills and Anti-social Tendencies (Freedom from).
She ranks in the 99th percentile for Sense of Personal 
north. Social Standards, and Family Relations.

Conclusions: Janet, who lias such a vivid imagination,
would never choose the prosaic type of reading matter.
Her BOEsehaeh record indicated that she has an inclination 
to identify herself with the strong and powerful. A hero, 
such as Red Ryder, would surely mqct this need. She 
misses her father, and seeks to identify herself with some
one who plays the father role, as Red Ryder does toward 
Little Beaver. There is action, too, in this comic strip 
of the kind which satisfies her aggressive impulses.

Alley Cop
A creature of another world is Alloy Cop. He resem

bles nothing so much as a gorilla. He looks stupid, he 
acts stupid, hut beneath this unsceming exterior is a re
markable brain. He is blundering, yet persevering; gruff, 
yet kindly; nonsensical, yet often amazingly lucid.
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• Ono little boy 
preference, for rea: 
ality.

Personal Data: Harold William v/ao born in How
Hozico. Ho la now 12 years, 7 norths of ago. His father 
is employed with the highway department. Harold has never 
boon tardy, and has had no absences during the past year.
He usually receives 2*s in Play, but has received many 4 ro 
in his school subjects. His Otis I.Q« is 82. His teacher 
describes Harold as "steady and reliable, doos pansinc 
work."

Why I Like "Alley Pop": "I think »Alloy Oop1 is
funny, and there's nonsense to It. The things ho wears, 
does, and acts."

Rorschach Record: This boy, whose intelligence ac
cording to the Rorschach is at least average, is not making 
the best use of his ability, probably because ho is some
what undisciplined and rather inclined toward sensuality.
He attempts to recompense for M s  misdoings by apology, 
by explanation, and by rationalization. He is inclined 
to be childish and to lose his self-control in a social 
situation. Ho is apt to be critical of adults.

There is evidence of a deep-seated anxiety, for which 
Harold attempts to compensate by seeking social approval.
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Because h® often feels weak and inadcauatc, ho wishes to 
ally himself with someth ins strong or immense.

7undamantally anhivertivc, tliis boy Gives evidence of 
leaning toward an emtravertive pattern of life,

California Test of Personality: Harold ranked be
tween the 15th and 35th percentiles on all components of 
the test# except Sense of Personal Y.'orth and Family Rela
tions where he ranked 60th and 90th, respectively.

Comment: The record of this child indicates what
Rorschach experts refer to as "free-floatins anxiety," in 
that the subject has fears and worries of which he is only 
partially aware. Harold likes funny, corc-frco Alley Oop 
because he can laugh at his nonsense and so forect, for 
the moment, his depression and disphoria. Because Harold 
suffers from feelings of inferiority, he may take comfort 
in the conviction that ho, like Alley Oop, is more than ho 
seems to bo.

Terry and the Pirates
"Terry and the Pirates" is the story of young Ameri

can aviators in the South Pacific. They meet with numer
ous difficulties, but always prevail over Jap encounters, 
winds and waves, engine trouble and "crack-ups." An at
tractive girl usually provides heart interest.
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Tv:o. boyn Gave ,rTerry and the Pirates" their prefer
ence. Both, of then v.-ere a little older than the avcra£0 
ehild in this croup. They present certain personality 
similarities, as v;e shall see.

Personal Data: Ziaron Loch is 12 years, 4 months old.
Ho v.-as born in BrooI-aLyn, New' York. His father is the 
owner of a ootton-nillinc industry. Due to illness, Aaron 
v;as unable to attend school and had a private tutor up 
until the tine he entered the fourth credo. In the 63 
he received 2’s in all his subjects, but WritInc and Art. 
His Otis I.Q,. is 117. His teaehor characterizes him as 
"a good thirlrcr, but very fond of Aaron. He does good 
v/ork."

and the Pirates' because they brine back the old charac
ters they had tv;o or three years before. There's a story
behind it."

Rorschach Record: This Jcv/ish boy, v/ho lias been ill
much of His life, exhibits hypochondriacal tendencies.
Ho is primarily anbivertive. He mould like very much to 
go out in the back lot and play ball with the boys, but 
is not able to do so because of a heart condition result
ing from rheumatic fever. His record, therefore, indi
cates v/itiidravral socially.
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Hia emotionality io strongly controlled, almost in
clined to rigidity, indicative of a pattern of life which 
has boon thrust upon him. The result is a deep depres
sion, anxiety, and emotional blocking. Ho has a tendency 
to cling to the small things of life, because in them he 
finds security and stability.

He probably has great respect and admiration for his 
father and for manly things. Much of the content of his 
responses had to do with ropes, horses, boots, and levers. 
In this manner he probably compensates a great deal for 
his present physical inadequacies.

There is considerable evidence of psychic trauma re
sulting from two narrow escapes from death, due to typhoid 
and to rheumatic fever. (Immediately upon acquaintance, 
this little boy informed me that ho was "almost six feet 
underground twice" with the above-mentioned diseases.)

California Tost of Personality: Aaron ranked between
the 35th and the 45th percentiles on Sense of Personal 
Worth, Sense of Personal Freedom, and Feeling of Belonging. 
He ranked at the 99th percentile in Self-reliance, Anti
social Tendencies (Freedom from), Family Relations, and 
School Relations.

Comment: Aaron no doubt is a very lonely little boy.
When asked to give his playmates1 preference, he said ho 
had no playmates because he could not get out and play with
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the other "kids." He likes "Terry and the Pirates" be
cause it "brings back old characters they had before." 
These characters, who appear after an absence of a year 
or two, return as old friends. They give his life a sense 
of unity and security for which he longs. Terry and his 
Pirates are manly follows who lead a man's life in a man's 
world. By identifying himself with Tarry, Aaron can cast 
aside some of the inadequacy which is his present lot in 
life.

Personal Data: Henry Kumpf was born in Arizona. His
father at present is in the Navy. Because of absence on 
account of illness, Henry repeated the 1A and 2B. Ho has 
always made I's and 2's in Play, last semester he made 
4's in a number of his subjects. His Otis I.Q,. is 98.
He is 12 years, 9 months of age. His teacher says Henry 
"is a great big, spoiled baby, wants constant attention."

V/hy I Like "Terry and the Pirates": "I like 'Terry
and the Pirates' because it is exciting. It was true 
once and this man traced it down. It was in Life about 
♦Terry and the Pirates.'"

Rorschach Record; This is an unhappy record of a 
depressed and Inhibited boy, Bocauso he is so depressed, 
he prefers not to attack directly an emotional situation, 
but inclines to the periphery. He cherishes a secret
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resentment, accompanied by feelings of insufficiency, in
adequacy, aggression, and obstinacy. He is apt to be 
childish and irresponsible.

California Test of Personality: This youngster uas
above the 50th percentile in all of the components of this 
test. He ranked between the 90th and 99th percentiles in 
Sense of Personal Worth, Withdrawing Tendencies (Freedom 
from). Social Standards, and Social Skills.

Comment: During the administration of the Rorschach,
the experimenter noted that the responses of this child 
were of a most unhappy nature. After the test v/e had a 
talk, and Henry told of the antagonism he felt toward his 
older brother who was prominent in athletics and student 
affairs in high school. "I am almost as big as he is," 
Henry said, "and some day he111 be sorry."

On the basis of his reason for liking "Terry and the 
Pirates," no conclusions can be drawn as to why Henry 
prefers this comic strip. Wo do know, however, that this 
child, who yearns for adulthood, would take an interest 
in a comic strip such as "Terry and the Pirates" which is 
concerned with young aviators in the South Pacific.

General Conclusions Regarding the Personality Traits of 
the Two Children Who Prefer "Terry and the Pirates":

Both of these boys present a picture of emotional
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blooklns and inhibition. They Ions for a more 
than is allowed them at present. They arc two depressed, 
unhappy boys.

On the California Test of Personality they are both 
above average in all but throe of tho components of the
test*

Different circumstances and patterns of life have 
created the desire for maturity, but it is manifest in the 
same manner— in tho preference they avow for "Terry and 
the Pirates."

Smilin' Jack
The comic strip "Smilin' Jack" is concerned with tho 

misfortunes of an American Airforce pilot, prisoner of 
war in a Japanese concentration camp. Subjected to mis
treatment and torture by the Hips, ho is in desperate 
oiroumstanoes. He and a young woman, 7/ickie, plan to 
escape but are continually foiled in their attempts.
Jungle Jolly, a small boy, is also featured in the comic 
strip as is ono Python, a villain.

Two children preferred "Smilin' Jack." They manifest 
certain similarities as to personality.
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Personal Data: Buster Coleman was born in Tucson. Ho
i® now a little over 11 years of age. His father is in the 
eattle business. Ho has had few absences or tardinesses.
He makes l*s and 2 ‘s in Play, and is a very good student. 
His Otis I.q. is 113. Buster1s teacher describes him no 
follows: "Ho is a very steady, reliable pupil, does good
work."

Why I Like "Smilin' lack"; Smilin’ lack plotted an 
escape. These men are willing to give their lives, so 
the baby can live a good life that’s ahead of him."

Rorschach Record: Buster is overly anxious and self-
critical, meticulous and careful, a fact which probably 
stems from feelings of insufficiency, inadequacy, and in
feriority. He is quite childish and gives promise of 
being rather poorly adjusted to tho adult world.

California Test of Personality: On this test Buster
ranks - above average on all components except Nervous 
Symptoms (Freedom from), where he ranks in the 15th per
centile, and Family Relations, where his score places him 
in the 40th percentile. From answers ho gives to the 
questions on Family Relations, it seems evident that 
Buster feels ho is not adequately appreciated at home.

Comment: Buster is an unhappy child, as indicated by
the personality tests. His outlook on life is critical and 
serious. Perhaps ho, too, like the interned pilot, seeks
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Personal Data: Robert Brovm was born in the Middle
West, and is now 11 years, 3 months of ago. His father is 
a druggist. He has a record of no tardiness and very few 
absences, Robert's grade average .is approximately 2; his 
Otis I.q. is 133* which was the highest for this particular 
group of children. His teacher says Robert "is a very good 
thinker, good and solid."

Why I Like "Smilin' Jack": "The comic strip is inter
esting and keeps you waiting to see what will happen next.” 
(He then went on to tell something of the story, which has 
already been outlined briefly.}

Rorschach Record: The character of this child's re
sponses is not commensurate with his intellectual abilities 
as manifest by his Otis examination. This is because he 
suffers from feelings of inadequacy, and is developing 
what Rorschach workers term an "intelligence complex."
His usual response after completing the interpretation of 
a blot was, "I can't get any more out of that." If his 
present attitude toward life continues, ho may develop 
compensatory hypochondriacal tendencies.

He is an extravert who may suffer from feelings of 
inferiority in his social relations. He is emotionally 
mature, but his outlook on life is depressed and gloomy.



idor-CalIforaia Test of Personality: Robert is cons
ably be low the average in seven of tho twelve components 
of tho California test* They are: Sense of Personal
Freedom, Withdrawing Tendencies (Freedom from), Nervous 
Symptoms (Freedom from), Social Standards, Social Skills, 
Anti-social Tendencies (Freedom from), and School Rela
tions.

Comment: Robert, like Buster, suffers from feelings
of inferiority, is depressed and gloomy. He is a dissat
isfied ext rave* who, because he is ambitious, must long 
for a more adequate, productive life than he is now able 
to live.

General Conclusions Regarding the Personality Traits of 
the Two Children Who Expressed a Preference for "Smilin' 
Jack":

Both of these children arc unhappy and emotionally 
depressed, both are ambitious, and both suffer from feel
ings of inferiority. Both are dissatisfied with the life 
they now lead. On the California test, both boys are con
siderably below average in Nervous Symptoms (Freedom from) ♦
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twenty children, it m y  seem that all of then arc abnor
mally maladjusted, filled with fears and anxieties, suf
fering from complexes and inferiority feelings. However, 
it must be pointed out that, while personality tests are 
capable of depicting a well-adjusted, well-rounded person
ality, they are designed also to seek out and find evi
dences of frustration and maladjustment. \7o learn early 
in life to hide our anxieties, to sublimate our fears, and 
to cover our complexes so that most of us appear much 
hotter adjusted than we really are.

However, in the opinion of the experimenter, and ac
cording to the Rorschach results and the teacher's esti
mate, the members of this group probably are not so well 
adjusted as aro average children. Many of them at some 
time or other in their school lives have been compelled to 
repeat a grade. Several have had to miss long periods 
from school because of illnesses. These factors probably 
contribute, in some degree, to their lack of adjustment. 
The very fact that the parents of these children arc will
ing to expend money to send them to the Summer Session 
amounts to a kind of selectivity which may favor
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mladj uatment*
For the California Test of Personality the mean total 

adjustment of the subjects in this experiment, expressed 
in terms of a percentile score, m s  68.2. This average is 
probably too high. In intelligence the group m s  consid
erably above average; the mean I.Q. m s  109.

It must be emphasized that these children are nearly 
the same age, within approximately two years. It is evi
dent, therefore, that the members of this rather homo
geneous group should bo expected to display certain simi
larities of personality. These children have reached, at 
the age of eleven or twelve, a realistic stage of intel
lectual and perceptual development. (24) They are hyper
critical, fault-finding, pedantic, and evasive. They 
represent a swing of the pendulum from early fantasy liv
ing, when they talked by the hour to an imaginary play
mate.

The subjects, evidently, were not susceptible to sug
gestion as to choice of comic strip. There seemed to be 
very little relation between the child’s ehoice of comic 
strip and that of his parents or favorite playmate.



RORSCHACH *Lii ►

FOR "DICK TRACY" AITD "3L0IJDIE"

M Figures in Hunan-Liko Action (human, mythological, or 
animal)

FM Animals in Animal-Like Action
m  Abstract or Inanimate llovemcnt
k Shading as Three Dimensional 33xnanse Projected on a 

Two Dimensional Plane (x-ray, topographical map)
K Shading as Diffusion (smoke, clouds)
¥K Shading as Three Dimensional Expanse in Vista or 

Perspective
F Form Only, Not Enlivened
Fo Shading as Surface Appearance or Texture, Differ

entiated
c Shading as Texture (undifferentiated)
C* Achromatic Surface Color
PC Definite Form with Bright Color
CF Bright Color with Indefinite Form !
C Color Only

*From "The Rorschach Method of Personality Diagnosis 
Individual Record Blank."



DICK TRACY
Rorschach Determ i no nts
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BLONDIE
Rorschach "Determinants



ORGANIZATION OF THE CALIFORNIA TEST OF PERSONALITY* 
AS INDICATED ON THE GRAPHS FOR 

"DICK TRACY" AND "BLONDE"

Life Adjustment: A balance between self and social
adjustment.

I. Self Adjustment: Based on feelings of personal secur
ity

A. Self-reliance
B. Sense of Personal Yforth
C. Sense of Personal Freedom
D. Fcelins of Belonging
E. Freedom from Withdrawing Tendencies
F. Freedom from Nervous Symptoms

H e  Social Adjustment: Based on feelings of social
security

A. Social Standards
B. Social Skills
C. Freedom from Anti-social Tendencies 
D« Family Relations
1* School Relations 
F. Community Relations

from "Aanual of Directions," California Test of Personality, 
Elementary Seriesv



DICK TRACY <w BLONDIE
California Test Of Personality 

Self Adjustment Social Adjustment

Key: Blondie------ Dick Tracy------



On the basis of the data emerging from this experi
ment, v;e arc justified in saying that there is an evident, 
demonstrable relationship between comic strip preference 
ami the child’s personality. For example, v;o have shown 
that children who prefer "Dick Tracy," in general manifest 
aggressive impulses, coupled with emotional constriction. 
Children who prefer "Blondie" have decided views on family 
relations, are generally somewhat introvertive, and demon
strate wide emotionality. Other implications may bo 
drawn concerning the various comic strips and personal
ities herein represented, but conclusions are not so de
cisive, due to a smaller representation.

There is a strong analogy between the child’s pro
jecting himself into the Rorschach ink blots and the 
empathy he experiences with comic strip characters. The 
enjoyment of certain comics or comic strips would appear 
to constitute a kind of release which the child unwitting
ly employs. It may be presumed, then, that enthusiastic 
preference for a certain comic or comic strip is a 
symptom, rather than a cause, of maladjustment. Thera
peutic efforts in the child’s behalf, therefore, should bo
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directed not against the comics themselves, hut against 
fundamental personality difficulties.
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