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IHTRODUCTION

The Roseawald Fund has. been a . potential .-faetor in 
raising the standard of Negro edueation, particularly in 
the South. Mr. Rosenwald, a great philanthropist, is help
ing the entire South realize that we cannot have an en
lightened democracy with one great group living in ignor
ance. We can not have a healthy nation with one-tenth of 
the people ill-nourished, sick, harboring germs of di
sease which recognize no color line and obey no "Jim Crow" 
laws. We can not have a nation orderly and sound with one 
group so ground down anti thwarted that it is almost forced 
Into unsocial attitude and crime. We can not come to full 
vigor in the arts unless we give scope v/lthout discrimina
tion to the talents of the Negro race which Ims proved it
self most creative in all forms of arts and expressions.
We can not come to full prosperity with one great group so 
ill-trained that it can not buy the necessities of life.

The Fund has helped better Negro conditions through 
various activities. The underlying purpose of this thesis 
is to study the formulation and development of the educa
tional school program assisted by the Fund.



II

The data are received from such sources as analysis of 
records of the several religious societies, philanthropic 
bodies engaged in Negro education, state and federal re
ports, surveys, federal census, reports of educational 
interviews and correspondence•



’ ' C R l p T E R  I  "  ' : ' ' ' ’

COKfEIBUTION TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOLSi

The South has been negligent in part, and in part Im
poverished to the point of inability, in doing what it 
oould toward the education and improvement of the Negro 
race. The Now York Times. Sunday, February 2*., 1945, makes 
the following statement:

In the opinion of Dr. Frank P. Graham, 
president of the University of North Carolina 
and one of the outstanding educators in the 
country, every problem related to Southern 
education is basically concerned with finance.
The Southern states simply do not have suf
ficient money, nor do they possess prospects 
of getting enough in the future, to maintain 
a school system that can meet a national 
average. .

It is Dr. Graham's contention that only through federal 
aid to education earn the Issue be squarely met and solved.

Before the creation:of the Rosenwald Fund the one- 
room schoolhouse for Negroes was typical, while the whole 
range of elementary, grades was taught by a single teacher 
in a single room. Schools were handicapped by inadequate 
preparation of teachers, by the use of inefficient instruc
tional methods, as well as by lack of adequate housing and 
equipment. A number of these schools were held In the 
church houses or dilapidated buildings. Most of the
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schools wer® deprived of the needed reading materials that 
illuminate the soul and ripen the Mad, that reveal the 
best thoughts of the best people of all times.

The condition of these schools vras explained to 
Mr. Julius Rosenwald. Perhaps the greatest individual in
fluence in Mr. losenvmld^ first philanthropies for Negroes 
was his personal acquaintance with Mr. Booker T.
Washington about 1911. It was at this time that Booker T. 
Washington impressed him with the idea that the most neg
lected field among Negroes was the rural schools. The 
first gift to Negro schools was §25,000. This amount was 
given to Booker T . Washington to stimulate Negro education. 
This was called the experimentation period with Negro edu
cation. The experiment with the schools worked well, and 
Mr. Rosenwald decided to continue his gifts to Negro educa
tion.

Mr. Rosenwald placed in the hand of 
Dr. Washington the direction of the work which 
he later supported in school building construc
tion. Under Dr. Washington’s administration 
erection of schools was taken up rapidly and a 
movement started which has touched more than 
800 of the l,328,eoumties in the fourteen 
southern states."1.

Here and there Mr. Rosenwald began a pro
gram to stimulate the public officials, the 
Negroes and whole communities to an acute

IT till in, Whitney i. Negro Charities. p. lb.
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realization of the needs of these neglected :
areas. The first director was G.J. Calloway 
of Tuskeegee. Later, when the work was broad- , 
ened. Doctor Samuel L. Smith of Clarksrille,
Tennessee, was appointed as Southern Director. •
Dr. S.L. Smith set about to build better race 
relations and more schools for Megroes. Out 
of his experience as an educator and with 
the respect that both races had for him, he 
formulated a plan whereby all the neglected 
areas could be helped.2
The rising educational level of the Negro population 

in the South is due largely to the influence and contribu
tions of the Rosemvald Fund.

After the Civil War the various contributions to 
Negro education by the philanthropies and Increased inter
est of public officials caused a rapid growth in education. 
This growth has been one of the marvelous occurrences of 
the modern world, almost without parallel in the entire 
history of civilization of a race that has been tragi
cally handicapped.

The pupil capacity of most of the one-room schools 
became Inadequate. The Fund helped in the movement toward 
consolidation and building larger schoolhouses. Mr. Whitney 
Ullin states that the Bosenwald schoblhouse la a larger 
structure than the average Negro rural sohoolhouae. In 
the year 1928-1929 the average pupil capacity of all Negro

£. Sppse, Merl k. and i'oster, A.P. Aii Elementary History 
of America, p. 214.
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rural schoolhouses was 65 pupils, while the average pupil 
oapacity of Rooenwald rural schools was 120. Some of the 
schools were improved from a one-room structure to a six- 
room structure, and finally some buildings v/oro of twelve 
rooms. The teacher in the rural area had to room and 
board la homes that did not have enough room to accommodate 
their families. The Fund made contributions in order to 
help with this situation, and also improved others. la, 
the year 1927-1928 the Rosenwald Board offered to assist 
in the erection of shops and vocational buildings.

The Bosenwald Board has also assisted in r 
the construction of 183 teachers* homes, 82

shops, and 260 additions to Rosenwald 
buildings, these activities bringing the total 
expenditure for construction in Rosenwald Fund 
projects to more than twenty-three million 
dollars,3 - . _ ;■ - ■ • -: . ,
The gifts to the schools are helping to give the 

Regro child a chance to share and give valuable contribu
tions to the sqclal expression that is expected of any 
group. The Fund has been concerned with the betterment of 
the condition of Megroes with a view to their full partici
pation in American life. Better schools will help to 
develop enlarged opportunities for the race.

3. Ullin. Whitney L. op. pit.. p. 165. - “
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Prior to July 1, 1920, more tkam 400 rural 
Bohoolhouseg for Negroes v/ere constructed.
These bulMiags eait «ore than oil® and one- 
quarter million dollars. Of this amount Negroes 
were- lai^e oontriMtors, having donated )4 per 
cent of the total for the eonstruetion of 
schools for their children while the public gave 
42 per cent, and the Rosenwald Board gave 18 
per oent ©f construction costa. Individual gifts 
of white citizens amounted to 4 per cent of the 
total sum.e
Between 1913 and 1932 some 5,357 Negro school build

ings in fifteen southern states were constructed with the 
Rosenwald aid. The total cost of these buildings was 
$28,408,520 of which $18,104,155 (64%) came from tax 
funds, #1,211,975 (4%) from personal contributions of
white friends, and #4,725,871 (17%) in a flood of small

- 5contributions fro* Negroes themselves. ..
Doxey A. Viilkerson makes the following comparison:

When the number of Rosenwald buildings con
structed during the 20-year period Is compared 
v/ith the total number of Negro schools in 12 
states for which information is available, it 
will be seen that the number of buildings con
structed M t h  Rosenwald aid is equivalent to 
about one-fifth (20 per cent) of the total num
ber of Negro school buildings in 1935-36. More 
than one-fourth of the Negro school buildings in 
Arkansas, Louisiana, and Maryland, and nearly 
one-third in North Caroline and Tennessee were 
constructed by the Rosenwald aid. Similarly, 
in the 10 states for which information is at 
hand, the amount of money invested in Rosenwald 4 5

4. tillln, ifaliney L. op. cit.. p. 164. - ■ v ' .. • "
5. Rmbree, R. Edwin. Julius Rosenwald Fund, Review of

Two Decades, p. 23.



6

buildings is equivalent to nearly one-third 
(32 per oent).■ of ,the-total-value of Negro school 
property in 1935-36. In South Carolina the 
corresponding proportion is more than ono- 
half, in Arkansas nearly three-fourths, and in 
Mississippi nesrly ninertsaths.6 7
Twenty-five per cent of the school buildings in

Alabama have been partly financed by gifts from the
. Rosenwbld Fund. At the end of the scholastic year 1928-

j 1929 4,464 Rosenwald school buildings had been erected in
the southern states at a total expenditure of more than
twenty-one million dollars. These buildings consisted of
approximately twenty per cent of all Negro rural school-
houses in the South, while they housed more than twenty-
five per cent of all Negro pupils.

In July, 1932, the Fund had helped erect 
5,357 school buildings with a pupil capacity 
of 666,615. Between 25 and 40 per cent of all 
Negro elementary children enrolled in school 
In 1932 were in Rosenwald buildings. The 
amount spent on Negroes from 1917 to 1936 was 
18,816,854 and, to other activities in general, 
the amount was 13,842,350. This expenditure 
with office expenses made a total of 
114,236,083 which was spent by this man alone 
for the betterment of southern life. In 1937 
thevEleanor Roosevelt School was completed in 
Warm Springs, Georgia, and made the 5,358thbuilding.7
The Fund has contributed to the various activities 

such as the Y. W. C. A. for Negroes.

6. wllkerson. Doxey A. Special Problem of Negro "
Education. pp. 32-33.

7. Eppse, Merl R. and Foster, A.P. op, cit., p. 216.
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There are now iweaty-six Negro Y.M.O.A’a 
with an investment of $5s815,969 in land, build
ings, and equipment, and there are one hundred 
and fofty organizations in Negro schools.
Mr. Georg® Foster Peabody, Mr. John D.
Rockefeller, and Mr. Julius Rosenwald have given 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to this work.
Mr. Rosenwald alone gave $637,000 for twenty- 
six buildings in twenty-five cities.8
Better sehools provided by this great philanthropist

have helped reduce Negro llllteraoy. While mueh is still
to vron, progress has been substantial. The Review of
1938-1940 makos the following statement:

Literacy, which marked but five per cent 
of the race at emancipation, has swelled to 
over 85 per cent, a higher literacy rate than 
that for the total population in many countries 
of Europe or the Americas.°

The younger generation is grasping the better educational 
opportunities given them and is helping to reduce the 
illiteracy rate rapidly.

Negro illiteracy is now, however, only 
thirty per cent as compared with the ninety 
per cent at the close of the Civil War; and 
the illiteracy of Negroes between ten and ln 
twenty years of age is much lower than this.*1-0

Eppse states that "Illiteraey decreased from ninety per
' ■' 11cent in 1665 to sixteen per cent in 1930."

In the entire South approximately sixty-five per cent 
of the school children are transported to eonsolidated

8. Embree, kdv/in K. Review for the Two-Year Period
1938-1940. p. 4. ““

9. I b g T  •:
10. Walker, Anne K. Tuskegee and the Black Belt, p. 69.
11. Eppse, Mori R. op. cit.. p. 413. '
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schools. There is a special need for the school bus ser
vice in rural areas, since adequate schools can not be 
paid for unless they serve many children residing over a 
wide area. . % .. • v'i.'-/

Boards of education in many communities have failed 
to provide transportation facilities for Negro children. 
This practice deprives Negro children of equal educational 
opportunities. A variety of government reports compiled 
by Wilkerson shows that while Negroes constituted twenty- 
eight per cent of the pupils enrolled in the public schools 
of ten southern states (1935-1936) and were thirty-four 
per cent of the rural farm population aged five to seven
teen (1930), they received only three per cent of the 
total expenditure of transportation 1935-1936

There are many problems yet to be solved concerning 
Negro education in the South. In many of the rural schools 
they do not have a full nine-month term. The average 
number of days in a school year in eighteen southern states 
in 1935-1936 for the Negroes was 146; for the majority 
group, I67.

These problems are constantly being considered by many 
educational leaders. Kany things are being done to

12. Bagley, William G. School and Society. 9:23. (January 
8, 1944)•



9

improve conditions in the South. Many publications are 
written to arouse public interest toward these conditions.

The eduoatlonal institutions for negroes 
are located largely in the South. OMer a dual 
system of education baaed upon a tax structure 
inadequate to the efficient support of a 
single system of education, even for white 
youth, the Negro must be taught the essentials 
of democratic living. It is estimated that 
$25*000,00© annually would be necessary to 
bring the education of the Negro youth in the 
South up with the whites
According to this publication:

The average annual school expenditure for 
every pupil throughout the nation in 1930 was 
$99. The expenditure for white children in the 
South was $44.31* for Negro children $12.57.
The state of Georgia spent an average of 
$33.42 for each white pupil, and $6.38 for each 
Negro. The expenditure in Mississippi was 
lower for Negroes which was #5.45.1*
If a definite plan should be worked out to equalize

these schools, this will benefit chiefly the South. This
equalization of schools would basically affect the growth
of the nation’s reservoir of children.

13. Bagley, William 0 . op. clt..26:589. "
14. Wilson* Louis R. and Wight, Edward A. County Library 
;. . . Service in the South, n. 15. . .. . y,..,     



CONTRIBXJTIOH TO COLLEGES

In 1917 nhen the Rosenwald fund was engaged in help
ing the rural schools of the South, an epoch-making surrey 
of Negro education was completed by the Stokes fund.
"This survey was published by the United States Bureau of 
Education. The survey’s revelations proved a decided sur- 
prise to the country.w

However, the results were an awakening, and focus 
attention in a comprehensive way upon the condition of the 
Negro college as well as upon the schools of the lower 
grades. . - "

The survey also produced a critical attitude which 
led to rapid movement through more adequate support from 
responsible bodies. It was during this period also that 
the great philanthropic funds began to give serious atten
tion to plans for the systematic and rational Improvement 
of Negro education. Mr. Rosenwald also drew in community 
leaders in making Negro education a greater part of the 
community and the community a part of the school. The

1. flolmes, bwlght O.W. Kvolution of the Negro Colleges.
P. 14. ------------------- -------
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Inequalities in the educational system for Hegro colleges 
still present a challenge which is arousing the Interest of 
many citizens. To accept this challenge calls for a con
sidered reappraisal of the existing ratio of equality of 
opportunity for Hegro colleges. There never was a time 
in the history of America when education is so vital to 
us a nation and so essential to us as citizens.

The different grants of the Rosenwald Fund for the 
assistance of varied phases of Negro education below the 
collegiate level naturally contribute to the development 
of the Negro colleges. The contributions have streng
thened the foundation upon which the colleges rest. For a 
long time the secondary school was the weakest link in the 
chain of southern Negro education. The Rosenwald Fund 
helped to build better Negro schools and to awaken the 
public authorities concerning Negro education, so that 
there has been a great movement for standard high schools. 
Besides this indirect aid to the colleges, direct aid was 
given.

In 19il when Mr. Rosenwald, on Booker T. Washington's 
invitation, visited Tuskegee, he pledged $5,000 for five 
years to Tuskegee Institution. In the development of 
larger opportunities for education, especially at the 
upper level, has been found a factor of immeasurable value 
to many students.
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The largest contribution for private colleges and 
professional schools went to Howard University, Washington, 
D.C. The contributions have helped this college to main
tain excellent standards. In the development of Howard < 
University the Fund made a contribution totaling #288,979 
which enabled the Institution to purchase much needed land 
that contributed to the support of special departments 
until Federal funds gave greater assistance to the Univer
sity. Other institutions are Fisk University and Meharry 
University, both in Nashville, Tennesee; Atlanta Univer
sity and Spellman College, both in Atlanta, Georgia; and 
Dillard University in New Orleans, Louisiana. These insti
tutions have excellent standards, and several of then are 
indeed pioneers in educational patterns that are copied 
widely. : : :

The Rosenwald Fund has helped -the movement toward con
solidation of the colleges, m  1930 there were three col
leges located in Louisiana for colored. The Negro popula
tion was 5,000,000 living within a radius of five hundred 
miles where the three schools were situated in the same 
-town. The three schools were: Straight School, under the
American Missionary Association, founded in 1869; New 
Orleans University, a school of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, founded in 1873; and Xavier College, a Roman 
Catholic Institution, opened in-1915.



13

Th© objectives of Straight and Hew Orleans University 
were practically tho same, and both appealed to certain of 
the philanthropic foundations for assistance. A meeting 
was held in 1929 to discuss the problems of these schools. 
The representatives vrere the church boards, the college 
presidents, representatives of the Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
and the General Education Board. The two schools.
Straight University and Sew Orleans University, merged.
How there is a school of true university proportion - 
Dillard University.

Between 1930-1933 the campaign for $250,000 in the 
city of New Orleans was one of the most heartening exper
iences in inter-racial amity and understanding ever wit
nessed in the South. Leading men of both races worked and 
contributed in splendid fashion. At the end of the brief 
period in the campaign for $250,000 over $300,000 had been 
subscribed. The Fund has helped the public realize that 
the cooperation of the best white citizens of the South is 
of prime Importance in helping.to give better educational 
opportunities for Negroes. The distribution of the con
tributions is shown in the following table.
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TABLE I
DONATIONS TO NEW ORLEANS UNIVERSITY

Contributor Amount
. . ■ ■ - v  1 .The American Missionary Association §1,000,000*

Methodist Episoopal Churoh 1,000,000**
Rosenwald Fund 37,500
General Education Fund 37,500
Citizens of New Orleans 250,000
*Proportlon for Straight University 
^♦Proportion for New Orleans University

The Fund is cooperating with some of the teacher’s 
colleges. The programs of these colleges are experimental, 
and carried on in cooperation with state officials and 
educational leaders in an effort to find better ways of 
preparing rural teachers and more effective procedures 
for rural schools.

Teachers' colleges aided by the Fund are making steady 
progress. These colleges for training teachers are 
Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, Alabama; Fort Valley State 
College, Fort Valley, Georgia; and Jackson College,
Jackson, Mississippi. There was only one state college 
for Negroes in Mississippi until the Rosenwald Fund in 
1940 aided the support of Jackson College, which gives a 
two-year college course. There has been especially strong 
emphasis here on the interrelation of courses with a view
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to their imp@rt#ae# to the rural teaeher. To fit these 
future teachers to understand the living eondltlons of 
their prospective pupils, they have actual demonstration 
projects. The students by organised and cooperative 
methods are learning the arts of successful rural living 
by actually performing these duties as a regular part of 
their school work.

. The early colleges for Negroes, like those for 
whites, were set up largely under church control. The ten
dency, however, is toward public support by the state.
Today there are 113 institutions of higher learning for 
Negroes in the South, 83 of college and university level 
and 30 at the junior college level; 39 of these are pub
licly controlled, 32 directed by private boards, and 42 
under church auspices.

Of the 29 colleges for Negroes supported by the 17 
states which maintain separate school systems, only 10 are 
"approved" by accrediting agencies. Seven states - 
Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Georgia, Mississippi, and 
Tennessee - with a total population of 4,293,834 Negroes 
have no accredited state colleges.

Mr. Edwin R. Embreefa statement concerning the col
leges is as follows:

A glance at the present college scene in 
the South is distressing to leaders who believe
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in democratic principles. There are not 
nearly enough good colleges to ©are for the 
education of the Negro youth.2
At the present time colleges which are not accredited 

are making serious efforts to satisfy the requirements of 
standardization, with all that such activity implies. 
Enthusiastic claims as to accomplishments are checked by 
scientific methods, and the yardstick of American educa
tional standards is being applied to the schools. This 
is done without the allowance for color or circumstances. 
These movements Indicate that American citizens as well 
as the Rosenwmld Fund are taking the problem of higher 
education for Negroes seriously. The Negroes of the 
South seeing better educational advantages, give honor to 
Mr. Rosenwald who has helped to give the Negro youth the 
opportunity to get the education which can conduct one to 
that enjoyment which is at once "best in quality and in
finite in quantity."



CHAPTER III

CONTRIBUTION TO LIBRARIES

In 1929 the off leers of the Julius Bosenmld Fund, 
long interested in the educational development of the South, 
decided to undertake the stimulation of library service 
in that area. The service was planned to he given on a 
county-wide basis to all residents, urban and rural, white 
and black, In school and out. At the same time the 
Rosenwald Fund planned to attempt to stimulate interest in 
libraries in states without library extension agencies by 
providing personnel, also by including other aid essential 
to the inauguration of general state-wide library advisory 
service.

The Rosenwald Fund contributed #500,000 to eleven
counties of southern states in 1929. "Money was supplied
on a matching basis to supplement public funds for the ex-

1tension of library services." It was stipulated that 
equal service be adapted to the needs of the group.

Moat of the rural schools were without organised book 
service at the beginning of the Rosenwald demonstrations. 1

1. V/ilson, Louis k. and .Tight, Edward A. op. clt.. p. 165.
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The problem of acquiring books and setting up a service 
organization was a difficult one. The county library 
would not deposit book collections in some rural Negro 
schools, tor example, because the buildings did not fur
nish what was considered adequate protection from prowlers. 
The Fund also had the problem of providing reading mater
ial suited to the needs and reading abilities of the 
region. W.S. Gray and Bernice Leary state that "only ap
proximately 50 per cent of American adults possess a

2
reading ability typical of the 7th grade pupil." In the 
South the percentage is somewhat lower. However, the Fund 
assumed its full share of responsibility for stimulating 
as well as for satisfying intellectual curiosity and read
ing interest.

The Rosenwald county library demonstration in the 
South stimulated library development in new areas. Im
provement of physical conditions in many of the branches 
has been made. The general quality of reading was im
proved, and the effectiveness of the library to the commun
ity was increased. The improvement was also brought about 
through the development of lively interest in special sub
jects and community activities by library personnel. An

2. Gray, W.S. and Leary, Bernice. What Makes a Book 
Readable, p. 87.
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appraisal in 1935 of toe five-year program of the eleven- 
county demonstration for library service by the Bosemreld 
Fund revealed that the program bad been noteworthy in some 
oases; but the counties didn't work out a thoroughly sat
isfactory system of distribution of books for Negroes.
Most of the agencies for the minority group were branch 
libraries in schools. There were numerous difficulties 
involved in serving the Negro public, but the response of 
Negroes to the services provided gave evidence of an 
active demand. The demonstration led to the conclusion 
that intelligently planned and executed library service 
has much to offer for the improvement of the economic, 
educational, and cultural status of the Negro, and that 
the facilities for the service should be expanded to bring 
its benefits to an increasingly large number of Negroes.

In the two-year period 1938-1940, the Fund distrib
uted in the elementary and high schools, both white and 
colored, in rural districts having 2,241 school libraries 
72,720 books at a cost to the Fund of #18,083. These 
books were distributed to the schools on the basis of pay
ment of two-thirds of the cost by the communities and 
states and one-third by the Fund,

In the year 1927-1928 the Rosenwald Fund made an 
offer to Negro colleges



to assist them in the purchase of books for their 
libraries to strengthen the reading material in 
teacher training. Within this two-year period 
24 colleges have qualified for aid ranging from 
$500 to $2,500 by the fund, the cost of rhe 
books purchased, or being purchased, amounting 
to approximately $100,000.3

For the year ending June 30, 1929, the Fund had given the 
sum of #84,725 to Negro colleges in which expenses for 
libraries were included.

The value of a library lies not so much in the number 
of books as in their kind and accessibility. The Rosenwald 
Fund has helped many rural libraries choose simple, read
able but authoritative books for adult students with which 
men and women who have leisure time may be led to improve 
themselves.

However, in spite of the assistance given by the 
Rosenwald Fund to improve library service to Negroes, 
there are still a large number without any access to pub- 

• lie libraries.
Of a total of seven hundred and seventy-four 

public library units, only ninety-nine provide 
service for Negroes. Serflce is denied therefore 
to approximately two million Negroes who live in, 
areas where public libraries are open to whites.**
Since it is desirous for Negro children to have ap

preciation and respect for the achievements of the members 3 4

3. tfllln, Whitney L. op. cit.. p. 145
4. Walker, Anne K. op. olt.. p. 81.



of their race, they should have books showing theso achieve
ments available to them. Hr. V/.E. Turner, state agent in 
Tennessee for Negro schools, called the attention of author
ities to this felt need. The State Department of Educa
tion in Tennessee published a number of books for this 
purpose. The Julius Roscnwald Fund assisted with the de
velopment and improvement in publishing these books.

Through the collaboration of the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund Miss Edith G. Moon, Librarian 
of the Foster School of Evanston, Illinois, 
was obtained to cooperate with the Division 
in setting up the general plan of the list 
and in the selection and annotation of the 
titles chosen. In addition the Fund is aiding 
in the printing and distribution.5

Many books have been written to describe the living and 
thinking Negroes in America. This list is a careful selec
tion of the best in the field for children and young 
people. Twenty thousand copies were printed in March,
1941. An additional printing of ten thousand copies was 
made the following September. The books have been read 
critically by the compilers. They have also been checked 
in standard library lists in the Negroana collections at 
Fisk, also at Howard University, and In the Hall Branch 
of the Chicago Public Library.

There should be an effort to give all children

5. State Department of Education, Nashville, Tennessee.
Negroes, p. 4.
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first-hand knowledge and appreciation of Negro achievement 
at its highest, accompanied by the attempt to give them a 
more intimate understanding of the Negro life in their 
community. The children of the majority group should know 
sympathetically and vividly the worthwhile aspiration and 
attainments of the darker minority In their midst.

Better prepared teachers, more modern teaching 
methods, and stimulation and aid from state and other a- 
gencies are beginning to have an influence in improving the 
school situation for many of the colored children. Sash 
school should have its library for the daily use of library 
material. This type of service is Indispensable to a 
modern school which endeavors to prepare each individual 
for a lifetime of self education. It is essential, how
ever, that the pupil - every pupil, if possible - acquire 
not only the habit of reading, but also, in the interest 
of his future self education, the habit of using public 
libraries.



CHAPTER IT

ACTIVITIES III NEGRO HEALTH

It is a knovm fact that the mortality among the 
Negroes In all age groups la higher than among the rest of 
the population. The eolored population, especially in the 
rural South, is at a disadvantage economically; and, as 
usual, this also brings with it the disadvantage of greater 
exposure to industrial risks, quite aside from the lower 
level of living.

In 1928 the Hosenv.ald Fund launched a health program 
to help solve the high death rate among Negroes. However, 
it was recognized by the trustees and officers of the Fund 
that no single Foundation could hope to assume the burden 
of the tremendous health needs of this tenth of the Amer
ican people.

When the health program was undertaken in 1928 there 
was little in the way of hospital facilities for Negroes. 
To stimulate the employment of Negro public health nurse® 
by state and county health departments, the Fund paid a 
part of their salaries over a five-year period, with thei
understanding that the local health departments would as
sume full responsibility after that time. Negro public 
health nurses were introduced, and this service continues
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on a steadily enlarging scale in southern states.
In 1929 when this program was begun, there 

were to our knowledge no Negro nurses employed 
by public authorities in the entire South.
Today, in the South alone, there are 341 sueh 
nurses,.officially appointed and publicly sup
ported.
The Fund has attempted to reduce the maternal and in

fant mortality by demonstrating the value of specially 
trained Negro nurses. The Fund has paid for the training 
of these nurses at Tuskegee. This was the first school for 
the education of Negro nurses to give special training for 
maternal and infant welfare, and was established in 1941 
at Tuokegee Institute, Tuskegee, Alabama, through the co
operation of the Federal Children’s Bureau, state and 
county authorities. The losenwald Fund has made an annual 
payment totaling $205,000 for the advanced training of 
physicians, nurses, and hospital administration workers, 
the aim being to prepare a competent personnel for impor
tant posts in teaching or In the public service.

In 1928 the Fund has concentrated its support on the 
development of Negro hospitals as demonstrations in excel
lent care of the sick and as centers for the advanced edu
cation and practical experience of colored physicians and 
nurses.

1. hmbree, Edwin R. The Julius losenwald Fund: The'
Review for the Two-Year Perlo# 1938-1940. p. 40.
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The Fund has made contributions to Flint-Goodridge 
Hospital in Mew Orleans. This hospital is a demonstration 
of hospital service in a southern city with an experi
mental program of extension work for community health. It 
has made headway in meeting the major health problems of 
Mew Orleans Negroes, has developed a pewty-a-day hospital 
insurance plan which is serving an increasing number of 
patients,' and is becoming an important center for the pro
fessional development of Negro doctors.

The John A. Andrew Memorial Hospital of Tuskegee, 
Alabama, is another medical center aided by the Fund. This 
is a center for health work among 23,000 rural Negroes.

Since 1937> this unit of the John A.
Andrew Memorial Hospital sponsored conjointly 
by the State Health Department, Crippled 
Children Bureau and the Rosenmld Fund, has 
performed a useful and beneficial service 
for a large number of crippled children in 
the state of Alabama. A trained orthopedic 
surgeon is in charge of this work.
There are 110 Negro hospitals in the United States, 

of which some 25 have been accredited, 13 of them approved 
for the full training of Internes by the Connell on Medical 
Education and Hospitals of the American Hospital Associa
tion. These hospitals show increasingly high standards of 
service and of opportunities for Negro professional

Walker, Anne K. op. bit."; p. 43. ' “ ~~
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While there are today 10,000 hospital beds 
for Hegroes in the country, in some areas where 
the population is heavily Negro there are as 
few as 75 beds set aside for over ono million 
of this group. Health facilities and services 
for the colored people continue to be shocking
ly inadequate.3
The Fund is now seeking to make use of Negro physi

cians as generally acceptable to public authorities as 
nurses have become. To that end it has appropriated 
$15,000 annually for the advanced education of physicians 
and health officers and for the placing of competent men 
in government health projects.

To stimulate the use of Negro health 
officers the Fund agreed to pay for an initial 
period all or part of the salaries of certain 
competent Negro doctors with the understanding 
that the state or county concerned carry the 
work after the Fund1s aid stopped. North 
Carolina was the first southern state to employ 
a Negro health officer, with the appointment in 
1935 of a colored physician as assistant state 
director in special charge of Negro health.*

Since then the Fund has helped to place a Negro health
officer in the state health department of a number of other

The Fund has made special efforts to demonstrate the 
feasibility of control of some of the chief causes of Negro

3. Embreo, Edwin R. Review for the Two-tear Period 1940-

states:

states
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slokneas and death. Some of those special ills are tuber- 
eulosis and syphilis.

In 1926, the Negro death rate from syphilis, 
locomotor ataxia, and general paralysis of the 
insane, the last two of which are syphilitic in 
origin, was 41.1 per 100,000. This is double 
the rate of 1911 (20.4 per 100,000).5
In 1929 the Fund, in cooperation with the United 

States Public Health Service and state authorities, began 
demonstrations in venereal disease control in six counties 
of the rural South. This proved to be the first success
ful approach to control of venereal disease in rural areas. 
Macon County, Alabama, la one of the counties in which the 
original experiments wore made through the extension ser
vices of the hospital at Tuskegee, Alabama. In a single 
decade the intensive campaign in Macon County reduced the 
syphilis rate from forty per cent to ten per cent, and 
public authorities have taken over responsibility for its 
control among Negroes as among the rest of the population.

Tuberculosis is 0 disease that has been outstanding 
as a cause of death among the colored people. "Out of
every 100,000 living colored persons, 418 died of tuber-6oulosis in the year 1911, and only 235 in 1926.M

One of the greatest handicaps to the early discovery 
of the disease is the tremendous cost of examination 5 6

5. Dublin, Louisi. Health and Wealth, p. 263.
6. Ibid.. '
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involved In tuberculin skin testing, the use of X-ray, 
end the large personnel required in such procedures. The 
Fund, in cooperation with the University of Chicago 
Provident Hospital, has been experimenting with some suc
cess in discovering effective but Inexpensive methods of 
identifying tuberculosis in its early stages. These ex
periments are of great advantage to the Negro. These pro
cedures, in which groups of Negro physicians have been 
trained, are now beginning to be accepted in the South and 
already have been put into operation in a few southern 
cities. There is also the problem of an Inexpensive cure.
To meet this need the Fund has been fostering demonstra
tions in more extensive use of pneumothorax (lung collapse), 
a treatment which may be applied at very small cost to

7over fifty per cent of early cases.
To stimulate studies and control of tuber

culosis among Negroes, the Fund helped to organ
ize within the National Tuberculosis Association 
a committee for work among Negroes, and has 
given 363,000 to this committee for its work in 
cooperation with public and private local organ
izations. The tuberculosis mortality rate has 
dropped from 235 per 100,000 in 1920 to an 
estimated 129 per 100,000 at present.7 8
Improvement in the tax-supported medical and health

service has brought about remarkable changes in the health

7. Embree, Edwin h. keview for the Two-Year Period.
1940-1942. pp. 11-12.

8. Ibid.. p. 13.
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of the Negro. Some facts gathered In 1930 gave evidence of 
the improvement in health. *The death rate of Negroes de
creased from 24.2 to 16.5 per thousand. The life span was

9Increased from forty-one to forty-six years.w
In 1927, before the Rosenv/ald Fund started the demon

stration in Negro health, the death rate was 17.5 per 
thousand. Greatly enlarged public health programs are 
still needed to help build the standard of Negro health.
The Negro, death rate Is yet thirty-two per cent above that 
for the United States as a whole. A small but Increasingly 
well-qualified group of Negro physicians, nurses, and 
public health officers are leading the slow trek of the 
race toward sound health. V.'ell-organized hospitals in a 
score of cities, staffed by Negro physicians and nurses, 
are bases for steady improvement in medical standards.

All the credit for the progress in Negro health does 
not of course belong to the Fund. However, this Founda
tion has been one of the most outstanding private agencies 
whose combined efforts have produced a great measure of 
success. The Review of 1942-1944 makes the following
statement: "Our total expenditures in this field have

10
been more than one and a half million dollars."

9..Sppse, Merl h. op. olt.. p. 413. • '
10. Embree, Edwin R. Review of the Two-Year Period, 

1942-1944. p. 33:

&



CHAPTER T

CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY OF SOME NEGROES 
m O  HAVE RECEIVED FELLOWSHIPS 

FROM THE FUND

Each year since 1928 the Fund has awarded fellowships 
to a selected group of young Negroes from all parts of the 
country. The fellowships, giving advance opportunities for 
careers that promise leadership, are open to both men and 
women between the age of twenty-three and thirty-five, al
though superior persons outside these ages are considered 
for their merits. The awards are normally for $1,500.
One hundred thousand dollars is set aside each year for 
these awards for whites and Negroes.

Many of these earlier fellows, helped at critical 
points of their careers, have achieved national fame. By 
the Fund’s assistance Marian Anderson was enabled to study 
in Europe during a crucial phase in the development of her 
voice and her artistic reputation. Now Marian Anderson is 
an internationally known contralto, and is regarded as one 
of America’s greatest singers.

Horace Mann Bond and Max Bond, brothers who are now 
leaders of the movement toward more;realistic education in 
the southern rural schools, received a-part of their
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advanoed education and experience as Rosenwald Fellows. 
Horace Maun Bond has written a number of outstanding books. 
One of him most authoritative books is on Negro problems • 
The Education of the Negro in the American Social Order.

Katherine Dunham was enabled to pursue studies in 
anthropology and to visit the VTest Indies in order to 
learn African dance motives which have been rigidly pre
served in those Islands. She has distinguished herself as 
choreographer, teacher, and head of a group of dancers who 
have received the praise of critics wherever they have ap
peared .

Langston Hughes was given the opportunity of a year's 
observation and study in the South. This young author and 
poet, though he had wandered from Kansas to Africa end 
over many of the countries of Europe, had never lived in 
the South.

James Weldon Johnson and W.B.B. DuBois .represent a 
different type of award. They already had established 
reputations. The grants enabled them to turn from their 
busy and taxing administrative duties and give their full 
energies to writing.

In 1938 Everett stated: "There are seventeen men and
women studying at Northern universities this year under
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1
grants made available by the Julius Rooenv/ald Fund."

George 2. Haynes is a great writer and lecturer who 
has been aided by the Fund. Bis doctor's thesis on Hegro 
problems is a standard work on the subject. His book.
The Trend of the Baeea. published by the Missionary Movement, 
had a circulation in two editions of over 70,000 copies.
His trip to South Africa in 1930 for the International Sur
vey of Young Men's Christian Association and Young Women's 
Christian Association work and into Congo Beige and Angola
was made possible through a grant from the Rosenwald Fund;

2
his object was to study the mission work of Negroes.

The roster of Negro awards extending back well over 
a decade includes many now nationally important persons who 
were aided at turning points in their careers. One of the 
examples of some of the younger and more recent Fellows who 
arc pursuing significant careers in widely varied fields 
is Jacob Lawrence. He

is a talented young Negro, whose paintings in 
Gouache brought him wide acclaim. His work has 
been exhibited in various museums and university 
galleries and a one-man exhibition of his 
"Migration" series was held at the Downtown 
Gallery in New York City in 1941, when Fortune 
reproduced twenty-six of the paintings Tn 
color and also issued a separate portfolio 
entitled...The Migrants Kept Coming. He was

1. Everett. P. iaye and others. The Colored Situation.
p. 66. . ---------------------

2. Ibid., p. 39.
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awarded the Bosenv/ald Fellowship in 1940,
1941, and 1942, and received the five hundred 
dollars purchase prize for his Gouache at 
the Metropolitan Museum. MArtists for Victory" 
show. Examples of his work have been ac
quired by numerous collectors, as well as 
by the Museum of Modern Art, the Phillips 
Memorial Gallery, the Metropolitan Museum, 
and the University of Arizona.3
The fellowships given by the Fund have been given 

yearly to a large number of deserving persons who have not 
been mentioned here. However, the effects of the war are 
shown in a decrease in the number of applications for 
fellowships during the past two years, in a smaller number 
of awards than in previous years, and in a much larger 
proportion of women among the fellows. The total expendi
ture for fellowships during the two-year period 1942-1944 
was $185,317.

The Fund*3 efforts to make possible wider experiences 
to Negroes have caused a steady flow of distinguished work 
in literature, the arts, and sciences as well as an in
creasing contribution to government and civic life.

The Roaenwald Fund has helped influence democracy in 
human relationships, for it is truly gripping the American 
mind and conscience.

At the present time the Rosenwald Fund is turning its 
major attention to the relations of the races and the 3

3. Walker, Anne k. op. clt.. p. 140.
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building of a full democracy. The Chicago Defender for 
Saturday, November 25, 1944, makes the following state
ment for the year 1942-1944:

The Fund expended §1,615>513 on its 
program in education and race relations.
Better race relations are tremendous gain 
for democracy. Never before in America have 
been given the opportunities they have today, 
and they are making the most of then.4
We now have the problem and the opportunity to build 

Negroes, with all other citizens, into a common working 
force which may then produce a civilization as high as that 
of any other people, in a common culture, which will be 
enriched by the wisdom and ingenuity of this race as it has 
been by their art and music.

At present the South is turning the searchlight on 
itself through its own leadership, in an effort to improve 
its educational program. The New York Times for. Sunday, 
February 4, 1945, has a headline: “Education in Review.
Southern Leaders are Working out a Program for Better Edu
cation in the South.” The Times states $

While the emphasis is upon the question of 
bettor education for the schools and colleges 
of the South, the issue of Negro education is 
also receiving increasing attention. Out of 
this self-searching will come, the leaders 
here hope, a basis for a sound adequate educa
tional program for the South.4 5

4. ¥he Chicago Defender. November 25. 1944.
5. fhe New fork fimes, February 4, 1945.
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This typo of program will help to build Negroes as 
well as other citizens educationally, economically, and 
politically into a whole which will serve to strengthen 
the solidarity of our nation.



CHAPTER VI

CURRENT TRENDS IN NEGRO EDUCATION

In order to keep America the best place for all of us 
to live, our job starts with the youth of the nation. Many 
of the rural schools in the South are still held In the 
ohuroh houses, while others need more pupil capacity. To 
remedy these conditions will take economic combination 
with public opinion.

Some of the leading universities are giving courses 
In Negro education so that the public may become better in
formed. In Columbia University, courses are given on 
Negro education. Miss Carney, who taught at Columbia Uni
versity for twenty-five years, was Instrumental in causing 
Negro education to be studied at that University. Perhaps 
these courses will help prepare youths to put into prac
tice the democratic belief in educational opportunity for 
all people without restriction or qualification. At 
Columbia University:

The first important lecture on Negro
education Miss Carney scheduled was held in 
the fall of 1921. In the spring of 1922 a 
series of lectures was organized into a unit 
course which was open to all students and 
could be credited along with other courses 
established on a similar basis as a substitute 
for the Master’s essay. These lectures were
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continued annually until 1938. From 1930 to 
1938, the Rosenvmld Fund gave some financial 
assistance for enlarging the scope. In the 
meantime there was introduced in the fall of 
1925 a full course granting two semester 
hours of credit. So far as we know these 
courses at Columbia afforded the first oppor
tunity for white and colored students to 
study together Negro education.
Many attempts have been made to bring about a better 

understanding, and to study the culture of our foreign 
people. It seems reasonable that the culture and achieve
ment of the Negro should be Included In the courses of the 
various Institutions, for the Negro is the closest neigh
bor, also a part of the community life of the various com
munities.

The trend toward lengthened curricula in the tar- 
supported institutions for the education of Negro teachers 
of elementary schools is most encouraging. The general 
social demand for teachers who are more than mere purvey
ors of knowledge and the rising standards of certification 
necessitate a determined effort on the part of these var
ious institutions to give more adequate preparation.

However, there are many school buildings that need to 
be erected in sow# of the states. The Julius Rosenwald 
Fund, while it was operating on school buildings in the

1. l'he Journal of Negro Education, p. 560.



South, tried to place in many counties a good example of 
how sohoolhouses should be built; but it never intended to 
help build a house everywhere one was needed. If the state 
or school authorities do not make some provision to meet 
this need, the Negroes should put forth their strenuous 
efforts and use their own Initiative to better the educa
tional opportunities for their children. This is being 
done by some of the farmers in the state of Mississippi 
who own land. They have planted cotton projects, and the 
proceeds from these projects have gone to help repair their 
school buildings.

A few years ago state agents of Negro schools in the 
South became interested in the possibilities of using the 
summer schools as a means of helping rural teachers be
come more effective in their work. It was felt that ser
vice should be rendered along two lines. In the first 
place, teachers in service should have an opportunity to 
see a worthwhile demonstration in teaching a school either 
genuinely rural or bearing marked features of small rural 
schools. Accordingly, rural demonstration schools, begin
ning in 1932, were established in connection with summer 
schools at higher institutions of learning in most of the 
southern states. A competent person was selected to teach 
them. The second feature of the experiment was to provide 
courses of instruction for rural teachers that would deal
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with the really- vital problems of the one-teeoher school. 
These demonstrations have helped to improve the technique 
and methods of instruction in many rural schools.

Better prepared workers are becoming administrators of 
the various colleges. The colleges are getting leaders of 
vision and Insight, with rich cultural life of their own 
and faith in the potentialities of youth to achieve equiva
lent culture through different values in their lives, 
workers who think in terms of beauty and truth and of per
sons attaining and expressing these qualities. The fac
ulty is growing culturally rich and olive themselves, suf
ficiently divergent in value sense, interests and viewpoint 
to provide a stimulating variety to the students and to 
enable them to develop the power of choice among divergent 
values.

Many Negroes are learning to improve themselves by 
the use of public libraries. Library service extended to
Negroes in the South by the Rooenwald Fund helped many to
realize the value of reading. For it is a known fact that
reading is a form of experience which enriches the life of
the reader, promotes his development, modifies his per
sonality, and contributes significantly to social progress. 
At present there are only approximately two million Negroes 
living In areas where public library service isn't ex
tended to them. However, they can improve their reading

16933^
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by the various individuals and families building a library 
in their own homes. The teacher in the communities could 
assist the group in selecting the books that are most 
valuable and readable for the various regions. These books 
could be exchanged from one home to another with the 
assistance of the teacher noting as supervisor. Yeb the 
public libraries that render the greatest service typify 
democracy by welcoming and helping the educated and the 
uneducated, the highest and lowest of all groups and races; 
so the encouragement of individual libraries would not be 
a substitute for public libraries.

At present two southern states have passed laws which 
enable the Negroes to got better service from the public 
libraries. These two states are Texas and Virginia.
Negroes in these states should not fall to improve then- 
selves by reading from the libraries; for, next to the 
school, the public library is the most basic of all such 
institutions of learning.

When we observe the upward trend of Negro health, it 
seems quite certain that the Negro is responding slowly but 
surely to what means is at hand In reducing his death rate. 
It is true that Negro health is a national rather than a 
particular racial matter; yet the movement for better 
health must be initiated among and by ourselves or vie shall 
get nowhere. Vfe should not be satisfied until we have a
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standard rate in comparison with the majority race. The 
Negro teacher must strive to make her instruction so pro
found and functional that better health habits will be 
practiced in every home and in the entire civic life of 
the oommnitic s.

However, the health program can not go over to Negroes 
except through trained Negro workers, and our present 
facilities and possibilities for the most efficient train
ing are very limited in the southern states.

It is a worthy ideal to make the world safe for 
democracy, but such an ideal can be realized, only as v/e 
make the world safe for our children. Millions of dollars 
are being spent to preserve this nation. Men have gone to 
the battlefield and shed blood to preserve her. Yet, we 
shall have a weak nation If we forget its future. Its 
childhood. For effective health instruction depends not 
only upon their knowledge of the laws of health, but more 
especially upon the inculcation of habits of right living.

While health conditions are still far below any de
cent American average, Negro health is being improved grad
ually. Probably the greatest contribution of the Fund has 
been to stir public authorities and voluntary agencies to 
an interest in Negro health. The Fund has brought the 
problem of Negro health to the popular attention, and has 
demonstrated possibilities in effective control. At
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present in many places greatly enlarged public health pro
grams are made to aid with the control of Negro health, 
and further progress must come from public assistance.

In regard to race relations, in communities all over 
the country committees hare been appointed to work on 
human relationships. Forty-one cities and states have set 
up official commissions. While most of these were ap
pointed as palliatives to avert riots, several of them 
have begun to dig into the causes of clashes and are get
ting cooperation from the civic authorities in correcting 
long-continued ills. More than two hundred voluntary com
mittees have sprung up from Boston to Los Angeles, from 
Minneapolis to Mobile.

Better.race relations have brought hopeful signs on 
the educational front for the entire nation. Comments from 
Honorable Dwight H. Green, Governor of Illinois, are as 
follows:

When America entered this war, we entered 
it on the side of tolerance and humanity, on 
the side of religion and brotherly love. ...

We are not fighting for more land or money. 
We are fighting for the oppressed peoples. I 
say to you now that we must not make that fight
ing creed a hollow mockery by permitting racial 
discrimination at home. We intend to estab
lish a just peace that will end oppression 
abroad, but we can never maintain such a peace
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unless we also insist on ending racial dis
crimination in America.2
The attitude and belief of this potential political 

leader is the same as millions of other Americans. In
creasing appreciation of Negro accomplishment has been 
evident.

In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
Dr. Ulysses G. Chambre, a musician of note, 
has been appointed Professor of Music in 
historic Central High School, marking the 
first time that a Negro has occupied a post 
on the faculty of this institution. The 
majority of students are White.3

"Some White students have enrolled at Fisk University in
Nashville, Tennessee and a colored student enrolled at

4Black Mountain College in North Carolina."
Universities have begun to appoint 

scholars irrespective of color, notably the 
University of Chicago, Harvard, Wayne,
Toledo, and the colleges of New York City.
Negro chemists and engineers have begun to 
appear in the research departments of great 
industries.>
The church is stirred, seeing afresh the clash be

tween its teaching and its practice. For the outstanding 
world problem today, both national and international, is 
to find ways to meet in a spirit of justice and human

2 . # e  Herald American. October 16. 1QLL.
3* Monthly Summaryln~Race Relations. Prepared for the 

Julius Hosciwald Fund. November, 1944, p. 97.4. Ib£d.
5. Smhree, Edwin R. Review for the Two-Year Period,

1942-1944. p. 13:



kindliness and without delay the proper economic and social 
aspiration, both of nations and of individuals, in order 
that domestic revolution and prejudice against various 
groups may be removed.

The American Association of the Congre
gational Chureh, the greatest of the agencies 
for the promotion of Negro education for al
most a century, has swung into direct efforts 
in race relations. This agency held a three- 
weeks * Interracial institute in Nashville la 
the summer,of 1944, the first of its kind in 
the South.®
The Southern Jurisdictional Conferenee of the Metho

dist Churoh has set up a commission
charged with the responsibility of creating 
and executing a program of action for the 
elimination of racial injustices. The 
Federal Council of Churches has issued a 
strong official statement on race relations 
and appointed a new commission with budget 
and. power to develop programs.'

There is perhaps developing in the ohurohee a greater a-
biding faith in the nobility of the human spirit, with an
emphasis on the application of morals to economies, and of
psychology to human relationships.

Out of the contributions of the Rosenwald Fund better
race relations have been exercised through sharing with
all races opportunities to achieve - sharing interest,
sharing sympathies, and sharing knowledge.

6. kmbrec, Jidwin K. Review for the Two-Year Period,
1942-1944. p . 14: _ _

7. Ibid:
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Negroes are now given opportunities that cur fore
fathers dreamed of. Opportunity stands all about us. V'e 
should fully prepare ourselves to grasp these opportun
ities, and let them count toward building a greater United 
States of America. The good will that is being extended to 
us is just as encouraging and stimulating as those noble 
lines which the poet Longfellow found inscribed on a tab
let in an old churchyard in the Austrian Tyrol:

"Look not mournfully into the past; it comes 
not back again.

Wisely improve the present; it is thine.
Go forth to meet the shadowy future without 

fear and with a manly heart.M
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