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ABSTRACT

As a pioneer rancher in southern Arizona, Peter--
Pete— Kitchen was the outstanding example of the frontiers-

iman who could turn a wilderness into a productive enterprise 
despite the continual destructive raids of the Apache 
Indians. A Kentuckian by birth and veteran of the Mexican 
War and the March of the Mounted Rifles to the Pacific 
Northwest, Kitchen came to Arizona in 1854 and settled by. 
the Canoa, a ford of the Santa Cruz River south of Tucson. 
Though his first ranch was destroyed by the Apaches in 
l86l. Kitchen persevered and established his second ranch 
on Potrero Creek, six miles north of the present city of 
Nogales. He used the knowledge acquired from his military 
and frontier experiences to make the Potrero a successful 
ranch, a miniature feudal domain. His home became a 
fortress where all could find refuge. Pete Kitchen's 
success, hospitality, courage, and determination to over
come all adversity became legendary within his lifetime.

v



CHAPTER I

THE FORMATIVE YEARS: l8l9-l854

The city of Covington lies in the northernmost tip 
of Kentucky across the Ohio River from Cincinnati and just 
west of the junction of the Licking River with the Ohio.
The surrounding area consists of flat land rich in blue- 
grass and sprinkled with deciduous trees of many 
varieties.^ Between l800 and 18251 many settlers were 
attracted to the area by its fertile soil and the proximity 
of a waterway for the traffic of people and goods between 
the frontier areas and the Atlantic seaboard. A Kitchen

t

family— possibly headed by Andrew Kitchen and from some-
2where in Pennsylvania — settled in that area for a few 1 2

1. Covington's population today is over 65?000. 
Rand McNally Contemporary World Atlas (New York: Rand 
McNally & Company, 1957) , 52, 87 •

2. In 1790 there were $4 males bearing the name 
of Kitchen. Letters to various state and local agencies 
in Kentucky either were unanswered or elicited no informa
tion on this subject. Willard Rouse Jillson includes an 
Andrew Kitchen on a list of residents of the Big Sandy 
Valley in eastern Kentucky between l800 and 1820. The 
account book of a local trading post operator was the 
source for most of the names on Jillson1s list. In l8l5 
the trader began making loans of between ten and one 
thousand dollars and information relative to the loans was 
recorded in his ledger. John A. Rockfellow, ultimately a 
business partner and friend of Kitchen in Arizona, recorded 
that Pete was born a few miles above Philadelphia on the 
Delaware River. While contradictory to Pete's own state
ment in his later years, it seems possible that Rockfellow

1



2
years. One day, probably in the early winter or autumn

3l8l9, Mrs. Kitchen bore a son and named him Peter. As
of
a

might have heard Kitchen mention relatives from Pennsyl
vania. Gil Proctor, current owner of the remnants of 
Pete's Potrero Ranch north of Nogales, Arizona, and 
proprietor of the Pete Kitchen Museum, personally sought 
substantiation of Kitchen's birth in Kentucky by visiting 
Covington and other areas, but he was also unsuccessful• 
First Census of the United States, 1790, University of 
Arizona Library, Tucson; Willard Rouse Jillson, The Big 
Sandy Valley, a Regional History Prior to the Year 1850 
(Louisville: John P. Morton and Company!, 1923)̂  128-129,
132; John A. Rockfellow, transcript of original MS.,
Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society, Tucson, hereafter 
cited as APHS; Arizona Weekly Enterprise, Tucson, January 
l4, 1892; Interview with Gil Proctor at Pete Kitchen Ranch, 
July, 1964.

3. Arizona Weekly Enterprise, Tucson, January l4, 
1892. Dates cited in various sources place Pete Kitchen's 
birth as late as 1823, which is the date Gil Proctor has 
accepted and uses in his books• The Enterprise article, 
however, was written while Kitchen was living in Tucson. 
Kitchen himself gave different ages on various occasions.
Dr. Henry Proctor, whose brother Frank was one of Pete's 
many friends, noted that Pete would let people ask him any 
questions they wished but "whenever anyone asked anything 
that concerned him intimately he would have a way of turn
ing it off with a laugh." Folder titled "Tucson Local 
History," Charles Morgan Wood file, APHS, Tucson• The year 
occurring most frequently or calculable from ages given in 
such items as his obituaries was 1819• The season of 
Kitchen's birth was calculated from obituaries which stated 
that, as of early August, 1895, he was "nearly" ?6 years of 
age. Tucson Daily Citizen, August 5, 1895; Arizona Weekly 
Citizen, Tucson, August 10, 1895; Arizona Daily Star,
Tucson, August 6 , 1895• Mr. Proctor's books on Pete 
Kitchen are not footnoted and contain disputable state
ment s- -birth in 1822, death in 1895 at age of 77, but have 
been accepted popularly by devotees of Arizona history. 
Proctor seems quite accurate in describing such topics as 
life at the Potrero Ranch. Gil Proctor, Tucson, Tubac, 
Tumacacori, To Hell (Tucson: Arizona Silhouettes, 1956) and 
People of the Moonlight (Pasadena: The Publication Press of 
Pasadena, 1958). These books have been reissued as The 
Trails of Pete Kitchen (Tucson: Dale Stuart King, 1964).



man who cast a tall shadow on the sparsely settled land of 
the southwestern United States where, for many years, the 
fierce Apache Indians raided and ravaged the settlements, 
"Pete" Kitchen became a symbol of intrepid endurance in the 
face of all adversity.

There are few records of the childhood and youth of
Pete Kitchen. While he was still a small boy, his family

k 5moved to Tennessee. There Pete and his brother grew to
manhood, probably attending a frontier school or perhaps
learning their letters at their mother1s^ guidance.
Kitchen mastered the rudiments of the regular grammar
school curriculum--spelling, reading, and arithmetic, and

7achieved an ornate if sometimes abrupt style of writing.

4. Arizona Weekly Enterprise, Tucson, January l4,
1892.

5• W . W. Chapel, Mayor, Appleton, Missouri, to F.
H . Hereford, Tucson, Arizona, December 19? 1895 ? Frank H . 
Hereford files, APHS. In this letter Mayor Chapel sought 
information as to any unclaimed property or possessions 
left by the then deceased Peter Kitchen, stating that he 
was requested to do so by the children of Kitchen's unnamed 
brother.

6. Dr. Henry Proctor, Arizona pioneer and brother 
of Frank Proctor, a friend of Peter Kitchen, stated that 
Kitchen was "brought up" by his stepmother. There is no 
other substantiation for this statement. Folder entitled 
"Tucson Local History," Charles Morgan Wood file, APHS.

7. Samples of Kitchen's handwriting exist on 
various items in the files, APHS, Tucson. A notable 
example of his spelling and grammatical structure is a 
letter to the Society of Pioneers, April 27, 1889, Peter 
Kitchen file, APHS.



4
Beyond these facts Pete Kitchen's early life is an enigma. 
He made his first appearance on the historical scene in 
1846. In that year, Capt. James Belger, a United States 
Army quartermaster officer assigned to New Orleans, 
employed him to serve as a teamster in the transportation 
of supplies during the Mexican War. Wages for the position 
as offered to other applicants were $25 a month.^

The War with Mexico was the culmination of years of 
international bickering and inflammatory incidents arising 
over claims to the then independent Republic of Texas. 
Quartermaster preparations and troop movements began in the 
autumn of 1845• General Zachary Taylor, a veteran of the 8

8 . File titled "Peter Kitchen, BLWT 113655-55“ 
l60," National Archives. Hereafter cited as PK:BLWT. The 
photocopy of material in this file consists of requests 
made by Kitchen in 1874 for a land warrant due him as a 
result of his Mexican War Service. In the request Kitchen 
stated that he was employed by a Captain Belcher. No 
records for such an officer were found by the National 
Archives staff. Dr. B . Sacks, a retired physician and 
distinguished scholar in Arizona history, supplied the 
following: a Captain James Belger was Assistant Quarter
master of the Lafayette Stock Depot in Louisiana during the 
Mexican War. He submitted a monthly report one January-- 
Dr. Sacks did not have the exact year— stating that he had 
employed teamsters at a salary of $25•00 a month. Officers1 
Reports of Persons and Articles Hired, Mexican War, Record 
Group 83, National Archives. James Belger entered the army 
in New York in 1832 and rose from the ranks to a commission 
as second lieutenant of the Sixth Infantry in 1838. In 
June of 1846 he was a Captain and quartermaster, and, on 
May 30 > 1848, during the War with Mexico, was breveted a 
Major. He reached the rank of Major, retired in 1879, and 
died in 1891♦ Francis B . Heitman (comp.), Historical 
Register and Directory of the United States Army (2 vols., 
Washington: Government Printing Office, 1903), I, 207• 
Hereafter cited as Heitman, Historical Register.
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War of 1812, was placed in command of forces©sent into
Texas. It was in Taylor's Army that Pete Kitchen served.

Pete Kitchen did not differ markedly from most of 
the men who answered the first calls to arms. In every 
area of the United States, hut principally in Kentucky and 
Tennessee, men left their homes and businesses, shouldered 
such arms as they possessed, and marched off to war. They 
went for various reasons: some sought adventure and
fortune and others the preservation of the nation's honor. 
Some found the adventure and fortune they sought; others 
met a dismal death by bullet or camp disease; and still 
others, like Pete Kitchen, learned, profited, and moved 
westward to forge a nation.

Soldiers and civilian employees from New Orleans 
were transported by ocean steamship to Taylor's ports of 
supply along the eastern coast of Texas. Where the 
coastal waters were shallow, men and equipment had to be 
transferred to small boats and unloaded as near the shore 
as possible. Pete and the other men then waded the rest of 
the way or were carried ashore by congenial comrades 
amidst much splashing and hilarity. 9 10

9. PK:BLWT.
10. W . S . Henry, Campaign Sketches of the War with 

Mexico (New York: Harper and Brothers, Publishers, 184?), 
12-15, 35-37.

9



Before Taylor's troops began the march to the Rio 
Grande River from the original camp at Corpus Christi in 
March of 1846, Pete Kitchen and the other quartermaster 
employees worked feverishly. They completed the breaking 
and training of 600 Texas oxen and 1000 wild mules pur
chased from Mexican traders from Matamoras, and double- 
checked for structural defects in wagons built under 
contract in Philadelphia or purchased on the frontier.
They also accumulated an extra supply of wagon parts so 
that rapid replacements could be made without greatly 
delaying the column's advance.

When Taylor's army assembled at the Rio Grande, 
there were 30? wagons in the supply train--about one for 
every ten men. Eighty-four were drawn by oxen, the rest 
by horses and mules. Including the draft animals, there 
was a remuda of 500 oxen and 1,900 horses and mules. The 
wagons carried rations for twenty days' subsistence and 
enough grain to provide sixteen days' feed for the stock.^

Though hostilities between the United States and 
Mexico commenced on April 26, the war officially began 11

6

11. Ibid., 50-51? Erna Risch, Quartermaster 
Support of the Army, A History of the Corps 1775-1939 
(Washington, D.C.: Quartermaster Historian's Office, Office 
of the Quartermaster General, 1962), 245; Robert Selph 
Henry, The Story of the Mexican War (New York: Bobbs- 
Merrill Company, Inc., 1950), 40-4l.

12. Risch, Quartermaster Support, 245: W. S.
Henry, Campaign Sketches, 59-60; R. S. Henry, The Story of 
the Mexican War, 50.
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with the signing of the declaration of war on May 13? 
1846.^^ Pete Kitchen's first commander was Captain Thomas 
Lee Brent, a veteran of the Florida Seminole Wars of 1836- 
1839 • 1 He served under Brent's command through the
campaign at Monterey on September 20-23? 1846.^^ The work 
was hard and the days were long, but Pete could often ride 
while the soldiers walked— though both breathed the dust 
raised by tramping feet. There were bogs in some places 
but they were crossed. Wildlife was abundant and game 
bagged on the march formed a welcome addition to the menu.

The supply wagons drawn by horses and mules had 
little difficulty keeping up the marching troops, but the 
methodical plodding of the oxen impeded progress, so, when 
it was necessary, rations were issued to the soldiers while 
the teamsters and other men shifted the more vital

13. R. S. Henry, The Story of the Mexican War,
48, 52.

14. Thomas Lee Brent went from his native state of 
Virginia to West Point, graduating from the Academy in 
1835• Assigned to the infantry and then to the artillery, 
he served in Florida and in the War with Mexico, where he 
earned a brevet captaincy. He died at Fort Leavenworth, in 
present day Kansas, on January 11, 1858, at the age of 54. 
George W. Cullum (comp.), Biographical Register of the 
Officers and Graduates of the U. S. Military Academy at 
West Point, N. Y. from its Establishment in 1802, to 1890 
(3rd edition, rev., New York: Houghton Mifflin and Company, 
The Riverside Press, Cambridge, l89l)? I? 628. Hereafter 
cited as Cullum, Biographical Register.

15. PKzBLWT.
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provisions to the faster vehicles. With the division of
the supply train, the vital supplies could be moved with
,, 16 the army.

Under these conditions and with similar experiences, 
Pete Kitchen pursued his service with Taylor's army during 
its advance into Mexico. He apparently did little if any 
actual fighting during the war--at least he never talked of 
it to such an extent that his Arizona friends noted his 
experiences in their memoirs. Furthermore, supply trains 
usually were assigned a position far to the rear of the 
actual fighting. When there was no opportunity or time for 
the train to be positioned advantageously, special measures 
had to be taken— guards and sometimes artillery units were

tstationed around the supply train. Loss of the supportive
equipment and provisions could imperil the entire army and,
in one instance, a battle ceased at nightfall because
General Taylor would not expose his nearby supplies to

17possible capture.
Pete Kitchen's earnest, apparently skilled work as 

a teamster while serving under Captain Brent must have 
pleased his superiors. Many of the teamsters hired in New 
Orleans were incompetent and either had left without

16. W. S. Henry, Campaign Sketches, 53_57; Risch, 
Quartermaster Support, 2^5*

17• The Battle of Palo Alto, May 8, 1846. R. S. 
Henry, The Story of the Mexican War, 56-60; W. S. Henry, 
Campaign Sketches, 90-94.
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working or had been discharged by the frustrated quarter
master o f f i c e r s . T o  the officers, Pete Kitchen--a man 
bred on the edge of the frontier, hardworking, and 
experienced in handling animals--must have been a welcome 
change. At any rate, Pete received a promotion to the post 
of wagonmaster and a transfer to the command of Captain
Charles W . Davis, a quartermaster officer from a company of

19Texas Volunteers. Pete was transferred once more before
the end of the war--from Captain Davis to the command of

20the man who had first employed him, Captain James Belger.
The War with Mexico ended on February 2, l848, with

21the conclusion of the Treaty of Guadelupe Hidalgo. The

18. Hired drivers also caused troubles by demand
ing higher wages. While the first quartermaster prepara
tions were beginning in the autumn of 1845, one group of 
striking drivers won a raise in pay. The Quartermaster in 
charge had no choice. There was no available labor.
Risch, Quartermaster Support, 243•

19* PK:BLWT. Kitchen referred only to this 
officer as a Captain Davis, but a process of elimination 
left Charles W. Davis of the Quartermaster's Corps. Davis 
enlisted as a Captain and a quartermaster of Texas Volun
teers on August 8, 1846. He was honorably discharged on 
February 23» 1849 and died on November l4, 1870. Heitman
(comp.), Historical Register, I, 357•

20. PK:BLWT.
21. By the terms of the Treaty of Guadelupe 

Hidalgo, the boundary between the United States and Mexico 
was defined as following the middle of the Rio Grande River 
from the Gulf of Mexico to its junction with the Gila River 
in New Mexico, then westward along the Gila to the Colorado 
River. By agreeing to this new boundary and accepting 
funds and other considerations from the United States, 
Mexico ceded a vast area of land of unprobed
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fighting over, United States troops left the mountains and 
valleys of Mexico and returned home. Some troops went, as 
they had come, by water. Others marched overland to 
frontier forts where they were mustered out. The destina
tion of Pete Kitchen’s unit was Fort Leavenworth, in the

22present state of Kansas.
For Pete Kitchen, the war had been a valuable

experience• He had sojourned in a foreign land and had
learned the ways of the people. It was probably at this

23time that he learned to speak Spanish. And as a
tearnster-wagonmaster working in close concert with Quarter
master officers, Kitchen had seen the procurement and 
transportation methods utilized for supplying the United 
States Army.

Between his discharge in 1848 and early l84g, there 
is another void in Kitchen’s activities. It seems likely 
that he remained on the frontier, living for periods of

potentialities. Henry Steele Commager (ed.), Documents of 
American History (6tb ed., 2 vols . in one, New York: 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 1958), I, 313-31^•

22. PK:BLWT.
23• Exactly when Kitchen learned to speak Spanish 

has not been revealed by research but Charles Poston stated 
that in 1856, when he knew Kitchen in Arizona, the settler 
spoke Spanish. Testimony of Charles Poston, United States 
Court of Claims. Indian Depredations Number 6845• Peter 
Kitchen vs. The United States and Apache Indians. National 
Archives. Hereafter cited as USCC: #6845. This document 
was graciously provided by Dr. B . Sacks, without whose time 
and effort material from the National Archives would not 
have been provided.
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time in Missouri and Texas, then drifting back to Fort

24Leavenworth. There was a great amount of activity- at the 
fort as the regiment of Mounted Rifles prepared for a long 
delayed trek to Oregon.

On May 19, 1846 the United States Congress had 
appropriated funds for the establishment of a series of 
forts along the emigrant trail to Oregon and for the forma
tion of a regiment of Mounted Rifles to consist of ten 
companies of 64 privates each. The regiment was to under
take an expedition along the trail, picking positions for 
the forts. The men had been recruited but the advent of 
the Mexican War had caused diversion of the regiment to war 
duty. With the end of the war, the regiment prepared to 
accomplish the task for which it originally had been '

created.
Pete Kitchen probably saw an opportunity to travel 

to the Pacific Coast and the gold fields and earn a sub
stantial wage, as well. At any rate, he found employment 
with the regiment as a wagonmaster.

The amount of supplies required for such an expedi
tion was immense and has been estimated at 500,000 pounds 
of freight which was to be hauled in 429 wagons. Quarter
master officers obtained 1716 mules to serve as regular and 
relief draft animals.

24. Arizona Weekly Enterprise, Tucson, January l4, 
1892; Tucson Daily Citizen, August 51 1895•
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It took many months for the regiment to reach Fort

Vancouver and the expedition was beset by many personnel
and logistical problems. In many areas there was barely
enough forage to provide the minimum sustenance for the
animals. In the Willamette Valley or Oregon so many
soldiers and teamsters deserted that a party set out in
pursuit. When the regiment crossed the Cascade Mountains,
which extend on a north to south line through the central
section of the present states of Washington and Oregon,

25Pete Kitchen and quartermaster agent James B . Leach were 
ordered to accompany and assist the officer in charge of *

25 • Though referred to only as "Mr. Leech,11 this 
was probably James B . Leach. A former canal and railroad 
contractor in Michigan and Ohio, Leach had served as 
quartermaster agent for the Doniphan Expedition during the 
Mexican War and held the same position with the Mounted 
Rifles in 1849• Leach's later activities included carrying 
the mail between Salt Lake City, Utah and San Francisco.
In 1855 Leach received a War Department contract to improve 
the road from Salt Lake City into southern California and 
apparently did a creditable job. His later effort was 
unsuccessful. Appointed superintendent for the construc
tion of a wagon road westward from El Paso, Texas to Fort 
Yuma on the Colorado River, Leach found his project plagued 
by disorganization, adverse weather conditions, funding 
problems, and dishonest associates. It was many years 
before Leach was able to clear his name. No records have 
been found linking Pete Kitchen with Leach after their 
association in 1849• W. Turrentine Jackson, Wagon Roads 
West (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1964), 177? 2l8- 
232; Jack L. Cross, "The El Paso-Fort Yuma Wagon Road: 
1857-1860," Password of the El Paso Historical Society,
IV, No. 1 (January 1959)? 8-9, passim, and IV, No. 2 (April 
1959), 58-70.
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moving the wagons and supplies across the mountains. At

27Fort Vancouver on the Columbia River, Pete Kitchen left
the Mounted Rifles and rode south to the California gold
fields. The only record of Pete's experiences there is his

28remark "I got there before the velvet was off."

26. Raymond W. Settle (ed.), The March of the 
Mounted Rifles; The First U. S. Military Expedition to 
Travel the Full Length of the Oregon Trail from Fort 
Leavenworth to Fort Vancouver, May-October 1849 (Glendale, 
California: The Arthur H . Clark Company, 1940), 13, l6 , 21, 
24?, 334, 337-338.

27• On May 15, 1849 a post was established at 
the Hudson's Bay Company post of Fort Vancouver on the 
Columbia River some eight miles north of the present city 
of Portland. First called Columbia Barracks, the post 
became Fort Vancouver in 1853 and Vancouver Barracks in 
1879• Francis Paul Prucha, A Guide to the Military Posts 
of the United States, 1789-1895 (Madison: The State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1964), 113*

28. Arizona Weekly Enterprise, Tucson, January l4, 
1892; Bernice Cosulich, Tucson (Tucson: Arizona Silhouettes, 
1953), 162. Miss Cosulich cites no source for the quote 
and her work is the only one which contains it.



CHAPTER II

THE YEARS AT THE CANOA: 1854-1862

By the terms of the Gadsden Purchase of 1853i the
United States purchased from Mexico the area of land between
the Gila River on the north and the present international
boundary on the south.^ Included within the area were two

2settlements of Spanish origin— the presidio of Tucson and
o ♦the abandoned presidio of Tubac. In 185  ̂a new settler 1 2

1. Railroad executive James Gadsden negotiated the 
purchase of the land for $15,000,000. The treaty was signed 
on December 23) 1853 • Paul Neff Garber, The Gadsden 
Treaty (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1924), 11, 74-80, 103-104. Also see Louis Bernard Schmidt, 
"Manifest Opportunity and the Gadsden Purchase," Arizona 
and the West, III (Autumn, I96I) , 252-253) passim♦

2. The location of the present city of Tucson has 
been inhabited since prehistoric times. Spaniards first 
exploring the area found a Papago village called Chuk Son.
A visita of San Xavier Mission was established in Chuk Son 
in 1751 and in 1769 a walled pueblo and mission called San 
Augustin del Tuquison was built near Chuk Son. In 1776 
Spanish troops were permanently garrisoned in San Augustin 
del Tuquison or Tucson as it was later known. Though the 
population fluctuated, Tucson was permanently inhabited and 
became a major center during Arizona's territorial days. 
Will C . Barnes, Arizona Place Names, rev. and enlarged by 
Byrd H. Granger (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 
i960), 284-285• Unless otherwise noted, all references to 
Arizona Place Names are to this edition.

3- A presidio and mission called San Ignacio de 
Tubac was established in 1752 and Spanish soldiers were 
garrisoned there. The transfer of the presidio to Tucson 
in 1776 left the mission and valley residents unprotected. 
Between 1776 and 1856 Tubac was alternately occupied and
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came to the Gadsden Purchase area from California. His
name was Pete Kitchen. Behind him lay four undocumented

4years of life on the west coast.
The California gold mines were still producing 

heavily but prospective eyes were appraising new mining 
vistas. With the choice mining areas already claimed or 
exhausted, prospectors who lacked the more sophisticated 
methods of retrieving gold sought virgin fields and moved 
eastward. With them moved those who supplied the food
stuffs and equipment the miners needed and other men like 
Pete Kitchen who sought a place to settle permanently• 

Southern Arizona was virtually unpenetrated by- 
Americans. The settlements were few and widely separated. 
Between lay stretches of arid country termed desolate by 
some travelers. Unsettled it was; but it also had great 
potentialities. Where many varieties of cacti could 
survive to show a fertile soil, crops could thrive if water 
could be provided. And there was water. In southern 
Arizona the Gila River flowed on an east to west line from 
its junction with the silt-laden Colorado, and the Santa * 4

abandoned. A mining party revived the settlement in 1856.
A small community now exists at the site. Barnes, Arizona Place Names, 326.

4. Research disclosed no accounts of Kitchen's 
activities in California.
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Cruz and San Pedro Rivers ran on an approximately north to

5south line from the vicinity of Tucson into Sonora.
When Pete Kitchen crossed the Colorado River, he

probably did so at the ferry at Yuma.̂  From there he rode
to Tucson, which was not much of a place as towns go, but
was a city in terms of southern Arizona settlements. Pete
rode into a typical Spanish presidio surrounded by a twelve
foot wall of eighteen-inch-thick adobe brick. He gained
entrance through a gate whose doors of heavy timbers could

7be sealed against invaders. There were only a few 
inhabitants not of Mexican or Indian blood in the "Old 
Pueblo" as later residents called the city. These men and 
about 300 Mexicans, Indians, and mixed bloods comprised the 
population of the city. Pete saw them as they moved along 
the narrow streets between houses of sunbaked adobe and in 
the grand plaza or marketplace found in every town of

gSpanish origin. In their turn, the Tucsonans saw a quiet, 6 * 8

5* See any map of Arizona.
6 . A ferry was in operation about a mile below the 

site of Fort Yuma— slightly north of the present city— as 
early as 1849* During most of the time Pete Kitchen lived 
in Arizona, the ferry was operated by a German settler, 
Louis Jaeger. Barnes, Arizona Place Names, 388-389.

?. Frank C. Lockwood, Life in Old Tucson, 1854- 
1864 (Los Angeles: The Ward Ritchie Press, 1943), 3•

8. Charles DeBrille Poston, Building a State in 
Apache Land (Temper Aztec Press, Incorporated, 1963), 54, 
70. Originally published in the Overland Monthly (July, 
August, September, and October, 1894).
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blue-eyed young man of florid complexion vrho would some
times seem far taller to them than his five feet ten inches 
of height.̂

Tucson did not offer Pete Kitchen the opportunity 
for profit and advancement that he wanted. The nearby land 
did not appeal and, as another early pioneer noted, the 
only noticeable industry of the town other than a few 
stores was g a m b l i n g . B u t  about twenty-five miles south 
of Tucson in the Santa Cruz Valley was a ford of the Santa 
Cruz River called the Canoa. It was along this portion of 
the Santa Cruz that Pete Kitchen first decided to settle 
He apparently erected a small building, bought the nucleus 
of a herd of cattle and began ranching. There are no 
records to indicate the size of Pete's original enterprise.

There were few settlers south of Tucson that first 
year but men drifted in at an increasing rate and markets 
began to open for the beef products of Kitchen's Canoa 
Ranch 1 In 1854 a mining party headed by former San * 11

9* Frank C. Lockwood, Arizona Characters (Los 
Angeles: The Times -Mirror Press” 1928) , 6)0 .

10. Poston, Building a State in Apache Land, 100.
11. Arizona Weekly Enterprise, Tucson, January l4, 

1892; USCC: ID #68615 j Testimony of Peter Kitchen, July 3, 
1880 in Letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 47-48, 
APHS; Proctor, Tucson, Tubac, Tumacacori, To Hell, 20-21;
. Barnes, Arizona Place Names, 26l.
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Francisco custom house clerk, Charles D . Poston, chose 
the abandoned presidio of San Ignacio de Tubac as head
quarters for operations. Meeting Pete Kitchen and dis
covering the availability of Kitchen’s cattle, Charles D . 
Poston became a steady customer once he had procured 
financial backing through trips to the East and a copper 
mine had been developed. To feed the 250 employees of the
mining company and their families, Poston bought cattle

13from Kitchen, paying from $12,00 to $20.00 a head.
Another of Pete Kitchen’s customers was the United 

States Army. Until 1856 residents of southern Arizona were 
without military protection, but constant demands from 
settlers and the Mexican Government for control of the 
predatory Apaches resulted in the establishment of a post ' 
eventually known as Fort Buchanan. The fort was erected 12 *

12. Charles DeBrille Poston was born in Kentucky 
in 1825 and, after youthful experience as a printer’s 
assistant and county clerk’s apprentice, went to San 
Francisco in 1851• He quit his custom house job there in 
disgust after a reduction in salary and initiated activities 
which brought him to Arizona. Before his death in Phoenix 
on June 24, 1902, Poston was a lobbyist for separate terri
torial status for Arizona in Washington, D . C .; served as 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the Territory of 
Arizona; and visited the Far East under the auspices of the 
Federal Government on a study tour of irrigation and 
immigration. He died in poverty. B. Sacks, Charles 
Debrille Poston: Prince of Arizona Pioneers (Number 7, 
Tucson: Tucson Corral of Westerners, Spring, 1963)5 3-5?
7 5 115 passim; A . W. Gressinger, Charles D. Poston, Sunland 
Seer (Globe, Arizona: Dale Stuart King, 1961), 2̂  3̂  l4,
22, 30, 85-86, 89, 118, 191.

13• Testimony of Charles D. Poston, USCC: ID#6845.
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at a point "near the Sonoita River11 and "between the
present day towns of Patagonia and Sonoita" on November 17)
1856. Four years later, in the summer of i860, Fort
Breckinridge was established on Aravaipa Creek in the San

l4Pedro Valley. The garrisons of these forts needed food 
and Peter Kitchen, working with Tucson contractor William
S. Grant, put to use the knowledge gained through his prior 
experience with the army by supplying cattle and beef 
products to the forts.*'* 4 *

l4. Fort Buchanan was established in November of 
1856 near the Sonoita River as a base for operations 
against the Apaches. The fort was destroyed on July 21, 
l86l to prevent its falling into Confederate hands and was 
never rebuilt.

First established in i860 as Fort Arivaypa (sic) 
on the Arivaipa River in southern Arizona, the new post was 
soon renamed Fort Breckinridge. Troops destroyed the fort 
on July 11, l86l to prevent valuable supplies and equipment 
from falling into Confederate hands. Union troops re
established the post in 1862 and, after a series of changes, 
it became known as Fort Grant. Pinal and Arivaipa Apaches 
later were settled on a reservation surrounding the fort. 
Fort Grant was abandoned in 1895 and became the site of an 
Arizona industrial school. Ray Brandes, Frontier Military 
Posts of Arizona (Globe, Arizona: Dale Stuart King, i960), 
21-24, 35-39.

15» Born in Maine, William S. Grant was a con
tractor in Tucson before the Civil War. In i860 he had a 
contract to supply the military posts of Arizona with 
stores, timber, and other materials. Grant’s warehouse and 
stock were burned by the departing troops in l86l. In 1893 
Grant was a resident of Washington state. Hayden Files, 
APRS, Tucson; Testimony of Peter Kitchen, USCC: ID #6845. 
Kitchen testified that he was Grant’s "partner" but he was 
not included in the suit instituted by Grant to recover 
damages for his destroyed property and it seems far more 
likely that it was a word-of-mouth partnership.
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The land along the Canoa proved attractive to other

settlers and Peter Kitchen soon acquired neighbors.
William Kirkland, who had been in Tucson with Pete in 1855
when the Mexican troops rode out for good and had run up
the first American flag in the Old Pueblo on a staff of
spliced-together mesquite poles,̂  became one of Kitchen's
neighbors in the autumn of 1857• As Kitchen and other
early ranchers had probably done, Kirkland stocked his

17ranch with 200 head of cattle brought from Sonora.
Still other neighbors arrived on the Canoa in 1857« 

These were lumbermen from Maine who built a house and 
corral on the south side of the river. This headquarters 
became a wayside inn that many travelers frequented. In 
the nearby Santa Rita Mountains, the men, working under 
their leader Edwin Tarbox, whipsawed lumber which they sold 
to Charles D . Poston, agent of the mining company, and to 
such other settlers as needed wood for $150.00 per thousand 16 17

16. Arizona Republican, June 23? 1890, reprinting 
the Prescott Courier, in William Hudson Kirkland folder, 
Hayden Files, APHS.

17. William Hudson Kirkland came to Arizona in 
1856 and engaged in both the lumbering and ranching 
business. Like Kitchen, he survived the rigors of frontier 
life, dying in Winkleman, Arizona, on January 20, 1910. 
Kirkland folder, Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson; Tucson Daily 
Citizen, March 27? 1893 ? reprinted May 21, 1930; Edward H . 
Peplow, History of Arizona (2 vols., New York: Lewis 
Historical Publishing Company, 1958), I, 3^7; Rufus K. 
Wyllys, Arizona: The History of a Frontier State (Phoenix: 
Hobson & Herr, 1950), 24l.
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feet. Perhaps even Peter Kitchen bought lumber from 
them.

By i860 Kitchen's efforts to build a successful
ranch had reached fruition. His property was evaluated
at S3 > 000 which was a large sum for the times. And he
had a Mexican housekeeper, a twenty-six year old woman

19named Jesus, who made life more comfortable for him. The 
years of work had been hard but the rewards were good.
They were to be swept away on the winds of war.

Two wars which had been brooding for a number of 
years commenced in l86l. Both had a devastating effect 
upon southern Arizona and upon the life of Peter Kitchen.
In the East the clouds of war gathered, hovered, and burst 
upon Fort Sumter. The nation was split by a conflagration 
that brought death to almost every household and brought 
the Territory of New Mexico, which then included southern 
Arizona, and the entire West into sharp political focus.

The other war was more localized, but its effects 
produced more lasting changes on the lives of Peter Kitchen 
and the other residents of southern Arizona. Before l86l 
the Apache Indians had made no major raid in the Santa Cruz 
Valley. There had been occasional thefts- of livestock and 
few Americans dared to travel alone, but the Apaches' 18 *

18. Poston, Building a State in Apache Land, 93-9^
19• Eighth Census of the United States, i860,APHS, Tucson.
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hereditary enemies were the Mexicans. Rather, the Mexicans 
were the Apaches' enemies until such encounters, with the 
Anglo-Americans as the Bascom Affair, which resulted in 
years of war.

The major incident which provided the turning point
in Apache-American relations was what became known as the
"Bascom Affair." In October of i860, Apaches raided the
John Ward ranch on the Sonoita not far from Fort Buchanan
and kidnapped Ward's adopted son. Months later, on
January 29, l86l, following a recent stagecoach attack,

20troops under 2d Lieut. George Nicholas Bascom were sent
to recover the stolen stock and the boy.

Bascom led his men to the Overland Mail Station in
Apache Pass where he captured six Apaches and met with the

21Chiricahua chief, Cochise. Bascom believed that Cochise 
had Ward's stock and son and held the six Apaches as 20 21

20. George Nicholas Bascom entered West Point from 
his native state of Kentucky and graduated in 1858.
Assigned to the infantry, he served in Arizona and with 
Union troops in New Mexico during the Civil War. He was 
killed at the Battle of Valverde, New Mexico on February
21, 1862, four months after receiving his captaincy.
Heitman, Historical Register, 1 , 197•

21. The Chiricahua Chieftain Cochise was born 
about 1815. For many years, until conclusion of a peace 
treaty in 1872, Cochise and his Apache warriors raided 
throughout southern Arizona and western New Mexico. A 
capable and wily strategist, Cochise was a master of what 
is known today as "guerrilla warfare." Six feet in height 
and of stately carriage, Cochise inspired even grudging 
admiration in those who met him. On his death in 1874, his 
body was buried in a hidden site. Lockwood, Arizona 
Characters, 62-8l.
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hostages. Bascom and Cochise met several times and 
Cochise's men captured two stage company employees during 
one of the meetings. While talks continued, the Apaches 
attacked and destroyed a Mexican train and captured some 
Americans aboard a stage.

Finally abandoning his stand, Bascom led his 
contingent back to Fort Buchanan. The bodies of four men 
seized by the Apaches were found on the journey. In 
retaliation Bascom hung his six captives near the grave of

opthe victims.
While the Bascom Affair has been accepted generally 

as the cause of active hostilities, Charles D . Poston 
reported an incident which ostensibly changed the situation 
in the Santa Cruz Valley. One day in the spring of l86l, 
Poston wrote, approximately 25 Mexicans rode to the mining 
company headquarters at Tubac and asked assistance in 
recovering 100 head of horses and mules stolen by the

22. Robert M. Utley, "The Bascom Affair: A Recon
struction," Arizona and the West, III (Spring, 1961), 64, 
67-68; Benjamin H . Sacks, "New Evidence on the Bascom 
Affair," Arizona and the West, IV (Autumn, 1962), 264-26?• 

Also known as Puerto del Dado and Ewell's Pass, 
Apache Pass is a four mile long gorge in southeastern 
Arizona through which settlers, traders and other transients 
traveled on their way to Arizona and California. The 
Butterfield Overland Stage Company established a station in 
the pass in 1857• Apache Pass also provided shelter for the 
Apaches who preyed upon wagons and travelers passing through 
the gorge. Soldiers were stationed in the pass in June of 
1862 and a post called Fort Bowie was built. Bowie became 
an effective base for operations against the Apaches and was 
active until its abandonment in 1894. Barnes, Arizona Place 
Names, 295 Brandos, Frontier Military Posts of Arizona, 14- 20 . ------------------------------------------------
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Apaches. Poston and his friends refused, hoping to pre
serve the shaky peace. The Mexicans rode on to the Canoa. 
There Edwin Tarbox and the other lumbermen joined the 
Mexicans. After a chase and battle, the stock was 
recovered and sold in Tucson. Poston maintained that this 
action by the Tarbox party turned the Apaches against all 
Americans.̂

Whatever the primary cause, on the second Sunday
of June in l86l, a party of Apaches— probably numbering

24around 100— raided the settlements on the Canoa. A
Mexican carried news of the raid to Tubac. Charles D .
Poston joined a party of 12 men who rode north the next
morning to see if they could help. The Canoa settlements
lay in ruins. Poston wrote later, 11. . . the place looked
as if it had been struck by a hurricane . . . doors and
windows were smashed. . . . The former inmates were lying
around dead, and three of them had been thrown into the
well, head foremost.11 Seven men, including Edwin Tarbox,

25were interred by the burned houses. ^

23* Poston, Building a State in Apache Land, 93-94
24. Testimony of Peter Kitchen, USCC: ID # 6845• 

Although Kitchen, at the time of his testimony, could not 
definitely give the date of the initial raid, he did state 
that it occurred between l86l and 1863) and in June as far 
as he could remember. Charles D . Poston's testimony 
supported a June l86l raid date pinpointing it to a Sunday 
when he was at Tubac. Poston stated there were probably 80 
Apaches in the raiding party. Ibid.

25. Poston, Building a State in Apache Land, 95-96
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The raid and further events ruined Pete Kitchen's 

hopes for success on the Canoa. Yet Pete was fortunate. 
When the marauders swept south from their mountain 
rancherias, Pete was on his way home after delivering a 
consignment of cattle to Fort Buchanan some 50 miles away. 
There was no reason for him to suspect disaster. In 
"partnership" with the Tucson contractor, William S. Grant, 
Pete's future seemed full of potential profit. But, when 
he returned, Pete found his buildings burned, all but one 
of his vaqueros killed, and 440 head of cattle and horses 
missing. Apparently not fearing immediate reprisal, the 
Apaches had remained on the ranch for some time.

Pete Kitchen was not a man to trifle with. He 
secured the assistance of 10 or 15 Papagoes from the San 1 
Xavier Mission^ and set out in pursuit of the Apaches the 
next morning. The party paused only to bury some men the 
raiders had killed near Kitchen's house then followed the 
trail which led southeast from the house through the 
Patagonia Mountains and toward Janos in Sonora. Pete and 
the Papagoes trailed the Apaches for 60 or 70 miles into 
the foothills of the Santa Rita Mountains. Then Pete led *

26. Jesuit Father Eusebio Francisco Kino estab
lished the first mission of San Xavier del Bac in 1700 near 
the site of a Pima Indian village of some 830 residents.
The original mission was destroyed during the Pima Revolt 
of 1751 but was rebuilt. Maintained by the Franciscan 
order, San Xavier still serves the San Xavier Indian 
Reservation. Barnes, Arizona Place Names, 28.
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the men to Fort Breckinridge. There he sought military

27assistance from Lieut. Isaiah N. Moore, the commanding
officer. But Lieut. Moore refused and told Pete that he
had received orders to evacuate his troops from the fort

28and march east. The embers of civil war had flared into 
a raging blaze that was dividing families, friends, and the 
nation.

The war spirit had been alive throughout the
Southwest for a number of years• Many of the Army officers
stationed in Arizona and New Mexico were from the South and
they, and officers from the North, constantly argued over
slavery, the rights of secession, and the allegiance owed

2 Qby a man to his native state. 7 In the spring of l86l,
finding their secessionist efforts thwarted, the disloyal 
officers in the Southwest--many of them of higher

27• A native of Pennsylvania, Isaiah N. Moore 
graduated from West Point in 1851• Assigned to the First 
Dragoons, he served in California (1853-1856) receiving 
promotion to first lieutenant in 1855* In 1857 he began 
duty at Fort Buchanan and was transferred to recruiting 
service in 1858. In i860 he was assigned to Fort Breckin
ridge. Following his orders, Lt. Moore led his troops to 
New Mexico. He served there during the Civil War, dying on 
January 16, 1862, a captain aged 35• Cullum, Biographical Register, III, 450.

28. Testimony of Peter Kitchen, USCC: ID #6845•
The Patagonia Mountains are a range in southern Arizona 
named after an old mine purchased in 1858 by a group of 
American military officers including Sylvester Mowry.
Barnes, Arizona Place Names, 322.

29• William A. Keleher, Turmoil in New Mexico 
(Santa Fe: The Rydal Press, 1952)~ l43.
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ranks--resigned their commissions and rode east to join the

30Confederate forces. With the loss of the officers and a
number of enlisted men, the United States Army was placed
in a quandary. There were not enough Union troops to
maintain frontier posts and fight the Confederacy, too.
Evacuation of troops from New Mexico and Colorado began in 

31May of l86l. The orders received by Lieut. Moore were
part of the total evacuation program.

Pursuant to orders, troops under Lieut. Moore and
32Lieut. R. S. C. Lord destroyed Fort Breckinridge^ on 

July 10, l86l and Fort Buchanan on July 21, l86l•̂  Both 
forts had contained large amounts of supplies sent there 
during Jefferson Davis' term as Secretary of War in

30. Ibid., ikk.
31. Ray Colton, The Civil War in the Western

Territories (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1959)?
11-1 2 .

32. Brandes, Frontier Military Posts of Arizona,
23• Richard S. C. Lord entered West Point from his native 
state of Ohio and graduated in 1856. He served in Arizona 
at Fort Buchanan and during the Civil War in New Mexico, 
with the Army of the Potomac in Virginia, and in many 
battles, receiving a disabling wound at the Battle of 
Hagerstown, Maryland. Lord recovered and returned to duty 
but died of aftereffects of his wound at Beliefontaine, 
Ohio, on October 15, 1866• Cullum, Biographical Register, 
II, 441-442.

33• James H • McClintock, Arizona: Prehistoric- 
Aboriginal-Pioneer-Modern, The Nation's Youngest Common
wealth within a Land of Ancient Culture (Chicago: The S . J . 
Clarke Publishing Company , 1916), II, 150.
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President Franklin Pierce's cabinet. These were de-

3̂1stroyed along with supplies stored at William S. Grant's
3 5warehouses in Tucson.  ̂ Then Lord arid Moore marched their 

troops into New Mexico.
The departure of the Army aroused the anger of the

settlers and they had good cause. While not necessarily
appreciating the reasons for the military withdrawal, the
Apaches believed in some measure that the Army fled in fear
and proceeded to raid emigrant trains, ranches, and small

36mining areas. Depredations were so terrible that the
road from Tucson to the Rio Grande was cut off at Apache 

37Pass on the eastern edge and all of the Butterfield-
Overland mail stage service was ended. Arizona was thus

38cut off from communication with the East. 1

Without military assistance, settlers had no choice 
but to flee to California, Mexico, or Tucson. The 
emboldened Apaches swept through the valleys, ravaging

3k. William H . Robinson, The Story of Arizona 
(Phoenix: The Berryhill Company, 1919), 140.

35* Cosulich, Tucson, 198-200.
36. Peplow, History of Arizona, I, 9j Raphael 

Pumpelly, Across America and Asia (4ib id. rev., New York: 
Leypoldt and Holt, 1870) , 16-17.

37• W . H . Watford, "The Far-Western Wing of the 
Rebellion, 1861-1865," California Historical Society Quarterly (June, 1955), 130.

38. Ida Flood Dodge, Arizona Under Our Flag 
(Tucson: Arizona Daily Star, 1928), 6k.
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the settlements. Sylvester Mowry, who tenuously managed to 
hold his mine in present day Patagonia, wrote that in a 
journey of 150 miles he saw only abandoned ranches and 
farms. "Many lives were lost; . . .  I passed over one 
hundred and fifty miles of beautiful country, studded with 
ranches and farms . . . utterly abandoned and tenant-
less."39

Peter Kitchen faced a difficult situation. By a 
twist of fate he had evaded the massacre on the Canoa.
There seemed no opportunity for recovery of his property. 
The livestock taken from the Canoa represented a loss which 
he estimated at $6 )900. ^  His partner, William Grant, was 
ruined financially. And no matter how much courage he 
possessed, Pete could not face the Apaches alone. He stuck 
it out as long as possible but with the approach of Con
federate troops in early 1862, he followed the example of 
other Arizonans and rode south into Sonora--probably to

39* Sylvester Mowry, Arizona and Sonora: The 
Geography, History, and Resources of the Silver Region of 
North America (New York: Harper and Brothers , 186V) , 56• 
Mowry went from his native state of Rhode Island to West 
Point and graduated in 1852. He served on frontier duty 
with the Third Artillery in California and Arizona and 
resigned in 1858. He was a miner in Arizona, a delegate to 
Congress for the proposed Territory of Arizona, a suspected 
Confederate sympathizer, and the author of several works on 
Arizona. He died on October 17, 1871 in London, England. 
Cullum, Biographical Register, I, 628; APHS files, Tucson.

40. Kitchen placed a value of 815*00 a head on the 
cattle and $30.00 on the horses. Poston stated that $15.00 
was the average price he paid Kitchen when purchasing 
cattle for the mining company. USCC: ID # 6845.
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Magdalena. There, in comparative safety, he pondered his
experiences on the Canoa and awaited the return of military 
authority to Arizona.

With each Apache attack the few settlers left in 
southern Arizona became angrier. Viewing the departed 
Union troops as little more than cowards, they would welcome 
any military authority which would offer protection from 
the Indians. Following the activities of Confederate 
sympathizers in New Mexico, Tucson secessionists held a 
convention on March 23> l86l, and adopted a resolution

42requesting Confederate assistance and territorial status.

41. The approximate time Kitchen left Arizona is 
set by his testimony on July 3i i860 in Letter from the 
Secretary of the Interior, APHS files, Tucson. Lying 
several miles south of the International Border, Magdalena 
was an agricultural and trading town of some consequence 
even in the i8601s. Michael Box, a former Texas Ranger who 
traveled extensively in Arizona and Sonora in the late 
l850's, wrote that it was a large community in a somewhat 
delapidated condition and populated by over 1000 residents 
of a transient nature. Life in the town was "not wanting 
in amusements." Michael James Box, Adventures and Explora
tions in New and Old Mexico (New York: James Miller, 1869), 
274-275• Another visitor to the city wrote that the many 
storekeepers in Magdalena maintained extensive stock and 
were "continuously filling orders from Arizona and Northern 
Sonora." Letter, Jonathan Richmond, Tubac, A. T ., to his 
father, October 3, 1864 in Thomas E . Parish, History of 
Arizona (8 vols., Phoenix: Filmer Brothers Electrotype Co., 
1915-1918), III, 235-236.

42. Martin Hardwick Hall, Sibley's New Mexico 
Campaign (Austin: University of Texas Press, i960), TF.
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Later Granville H . Oury was sent as a prospective terri-

43torial delegate to the Confederate Congress.
The Confederates had a reciprocal interest in 

Arizona and the rest of the Southwest— but not for protec
tive purposes. Control of the Southwest meant strategic 
advances--land from sea-to-sea to reduce the dangers of a

kkblockade and mineral wealth to back Confederate
45currency.

On February 28, 1862, a 100 man detachment of the 
Confederate New Mexican invasion force led by Capt. Sherod 
Hunter took possession of Tucson. They did not offer the 
protection the citizenry desired and seemed more interested

46in obtaining supplies than anything else. Food and 
animals were confiscated and Union sympathizers were driven

43. Peplow, History of Arizona, I, l47« Born in 
Virginia in 1825, Granville Henderson Oury came to Arizona 
in 1856. Oury served with the Confederate forces during 
the Civil War then returned to Arizona where he was a 
miner, lawyer, and judge of a territorial district court.
He died in Tucson in 1891. APHS Files, Tucson.

44. Charles S. Walker, "Causes of the Confederate 
Invasion of New Mexico," New Mexico Historical Review,
April 1933, 76.

4$. Helen B. Waters, "Confederates in Southern 
California," The Historical Society of Southern California 
Quarterly, XXXV (March, 1953)1 4l.

46. Rufus K. Wyllys, "Arizona and the Civil War," 
Arizona Highways, January 1951» 35* No further information on Sherod Hunter has been located.
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4?out• One such Unionist, Solomon Warner, lost his store

in Tucson and fled into Sonora, finding the sanctuary Pete
Kitchen had taken previously.1̂

Confederate control of Arizona was shortlived. A
Union force of 2350 men led by Brigadier-General James H.

4oCarleton had been organized in California under the title 
of the California C o l u m n . A d v a n c e  Union forces had a 
brief encounter with some of Hunter's men at Picacho Pass

4?" Colton, The Civil War in the Western Terri
tories , 98.

48. Lockwood, Life in Old Tucson, 50-51• Solomon 
Warner was born in Warnervil1e, New York on February 8, 
l8ll and arrived in Tucson on March 21, 1856. He was a 
merchant in Tucson for many years, operating his Solomon 
Warner and Company. Wagon trains carrying his goods were 
frequently raided by Apaches and on one such attack Warner 
was badly wounded in the arm and shoulder. He died in 
Tucson on November 15, 1899* Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.

49 * James Henry Carleton was born in Maine in l8l4 
and after service with Maine militia in 1838, passed an 
examination in Washington, D. C. for a commission in the 
regular army. As a second lieutenant of the First Dragoons, 
he served in Texas, at Forts Gibson and Leavenworth in the 
Indian Territory (including the present state of Oklahoma), 
with the Kearny Expedition to Oregon in 1844-1845, with 
General Wool's army during the Mexican War, and in New 
Mexico in I85I) receiving several advances in rank over 
that period. On August 6 , l86l, Carleton was in San 
Francisco and received appointment as commander of the 
California Column. He remained in the army after the Civil 
War and died on June 7) 1873 at the age of 58. Aurora 
Hunt, James H. Carleton, l8l4-l873i Western Frontier 
Dragoon (Glendale, California: The Arthur H. Clark Company,
1958), 26, 33, 42, 48, 57, 80, 113, 169-170, 195, 348.

50. Colton, The Civil War in the Western Territories , 101.
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some 4$ miles north of Tucson in mid-April,of 1862^  and
occupied Tucson on May 20, 1862, the Confederates having

52retreated into New Mexico.
With the return of Union troops, relative order was 

restored to the settled parts of southern Arizona although 
the Apache problems were not solved. The mere thought of 
the presence of the army in the area seemed to provide the 
instigation needed for settlers to return to their farms 
and ranches. For Arizona, the early years of the Civil 
War had brought many changes both good and bad. The 
destruction of property and of human lives had been 
terrible, but important political gains had been made. 
Impelled by the Confederate creation of a Territory of 
Arizona on February l4, 1862,̂  Union congressmen finally
heeded the longtime efforts of lobbyists such as Charles 
D . Poston and mining investor and military officer, Samuel

51* F . Stanley, The Civil War in New Mexico 
(Denver: The World Press, i960), 173; Aurora Hunt, The Army 
of the Pacific (Glendale, California: The Arthur H . Clark 
Company, 1951) , 88-89•

52. "The California Column," Arizona Historical 
Review, I (April, 1928), 87•

53• Richard E . Sloan, History of Arizona (Phoenix: 
Record Publishing Company, 1930T^ T! 256-257•



P. Heintzelman'*1 and passed a territorial bill which Presi
dent Abraham Lincoln signed into law on February l4,
1863.55

No records have been found linking Pete Kitchen 
with the activities of Confederate or Union forces or with 
the territorial movement but he must have appreciated the 
possible political prestige of the new territory and the 
opportunity to return to begin anew.

34

54. Born in Manheim, Pennsylvania on September 30, 
18051 Samuel Peter Heintzelman graduated from West Point in 
1826. An infantry officer, Heintzelman1s service included 
tours of duty on the Missouri frontier and as a quarter
master officer during the Florida Indian Wars of l838-l84l. 
He received a brevet rank of major for service in the 
Mexican War. In 1851 he commanded troops in the establish
ment of Fort Yuma on the Colorado River and led an expedi
tion against the Yuma Indians which ended hostilities in 
1852. Until l86l, Heintzelman served in the West—  
particularly in Texas. As a colonel, he was in many major 
campaigns of the Civil War and was wounded at the Battle of 
Bull Run on July 21, l86l and the Battle of Glendale on 
June 30, 1862. As a Major General of Volunteers, Heintzel
man was assigned to the defense of Washington, D . C. He 
died in retirement on May 1, 1880 in Washington, D. C. 
Cullum, Biographical Register, I, 295-296; Allen Johnson 
and Dumas Malone, eds., Dictionary of American Biography,
v i i , 505-506.

55• McClintock, Arizona, I, V 13. The movement for 
territorial status began as early as August 29} 1856 when a convention in Tucson drew up a petition. Ibid., II, l4l. 
The finest account of the territorial movement may be found in B. Sacks, Be It Enacted (Phoenix: Arizona Historical Foundation, 1964).



CHAPTER III

THE EARLY YEARS ON THE POTRERO: 1862-1873

When Pete Kitchen returned to southern Arizona 
before the end of 1863) he found the country between Tucson 
and the Sonora border still depopulated. Choice pieces of 
land in the San Pedro and Santa Cruz river valleys lay 
begging for development by an enterprising pioneer. Having 
passed his fortieth birthday} Pete wanted a place where he 
could settle permanently and live as securely as possible. 
He had learned expensive lessons in previous years and was 
prepared to plan for every emergency that human action 
could meet. Six miles north of the International Border in 
the rolling hills of the Santa Cruz valley and west of the 
road from Tucson to Sonora) the Potrero Creek rose and 
bubbled its way into the Santa Cruz. The surrounding soil 
was fertile and the Potrero supplied water for irrigation 
as well as human use. Land not planted to crops could be 
used for grazing as there was a heavy growth of native 
forage.

All that Pete saw he liked. The Potrero would be 
his home and he proceeded to make it so. There was already 1

1. Testimony of Peter Kitchen, July 3, 1880, in 
Letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 4?-48, APHS files, Tucson.

35
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a small one-room adobe building on the section of land he
selected. Records do not indicate who built what became
Kitchen's first primitive ranchhouse, but it may have been
John Ward, father of the halfbreed boy Mickey Free whose
kidnapping by the Apaches had been a trigger to the Bascom 

2Incident.
Pete Kitchen knew only too well that one man could 

not stand alone against the Apaches. For him there was no 
need. During his sojourn in Sonora, young Rosa Verdugo had 
won his heart. Pete brought her to the Potrero as his 
wife. With them came Rosa's brother Francisco Verdugo, her 
sister and brother-in-law Jesus and Manuel Ronquillo, and 
30 Opata Indians to work the land.J Ronquillo was to help 2 3

2. The land on which Kitchen settled had had 
previous occupants and had been known as the "Bust Ranch," 
the John Ward Ranch, and the Scott Ranch. This indicates 
primarily that other men lived in the same general area and 
does not necessarily indicate that the headquarters for 
each previous settler had been at the same spot Pete Kitchen 
chose for his ranchhouse. Garrison's claim to the property 
has never been fully defined. Quitclaim Deed, A. F . Garri
son to Peter Kitchen, Pima County Deeds of Real Estate,
Book I, 504, recorded February 25, 1871 and dated December 
23, 1870.

3. Proctor, Tucson, Tubac, Tumacacori, To Hell, 
21-23 • Newspaper articles, reminiscences of Kitchen's 
friends, and Pete Kitchen's will all attest to Rosa as being Mrs. Kitchen. As no document or registry of their 
marriage has yet been found, it is presumed that their 
marriage, like many others of the time, was a lasting 
common-law arrangement. The United States Census for 1870 
lists a Sonoran-born "Rosa Berdue" age 27 as the "house
keeper," APRS files, Tucson. There is no documentary 
material on Manuel Ronquillo or Francisco Verdugo in APHS 
or University of Arizona files. In his claims case, Pete Kitchen testified that Verdugo was one of his employees and in 1893 was living in Magdalena. USCC: ID #6845•
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run the ranch while Verdugo was to take charge of the 
Opatas . *

With over 35 people on the ranch, Kitchen had a 
small-sized community on his hands. The one-room adobe 
house was completely inadequate. A much larger building 
was required and Pete planned more than just a house. His 
home would provide protection to all who dwelt therein.
It would be his Stronghold. Working together, Pete and his 
men built the fortress he had envisioned about 100 feet 
north of the Potrero and facing the road to Tucson. The 
resultant L-shaped house was sixty feet across the front 
and the 25 inch thick adobe walls would stop any arrow or 
bullet. Three rooms stretched along the front length of 
the house. On the north end of the building a kitchen and 
dining room were built in the foot of the L . The inside 
ceilings were 12 feet high.

4. Proctor, Ibid. Proctor is the only writer who 
refers to Pete's early use of the Opatas. John A. Rock- 
fellow, later Pete's friend and sometime business partner, 
noted that Pete found both Opatas and Yaquis to be good 
workers and fighters. The Opatas had a history of assisting 
Spaniards against the Apaches. Doris W . Bents, The History 
of Tubac, 1752-1848, unpublished M.A. thesis, University of 
Arizona Library, Tucson, 259•

A bronzed-skinned Sonoran tribe of medium to low 
height, the Opatas were an industrious, peacefully inclined, 
agricultural people. They quickly and voluntarily had 
assimilated Spanish customs and Roman Catholicism. It was 
written of them that, as soldiers, they had no rivals and 
were always willing to serve on a military expedition. 
Laureano B. Calvo, Naciones de Historia del Estado de 
Sonora (Hermosillo, Sonora: Imp "Cruz Galvez" SCL, ig4l), 8-9.



Around the edge of the flat-topped dirt roof, Pete 
and his men built a four-foot parapet with loopholes in it. 
Pete knew that a constant vigilance against Apache attacks 
would be necessary. Like the captain of a ship, he 
arranged a schedule of watches so that a guard would be on 
the roof every minute of the day and night. From the 
parapetted roof, armed men would have the advantage of 
height and an adobe wall during an Indian attack.'* The 
adobe-walled roof had another value not related to protec
tion --during the hotter months the family could sleep on 
the roof and obtain the cooling effects of every passing 
breeze.̂

To augment the water supply from the Potrero Creek,
Pete and his men sank a 60 foot well some 20 feet south of

•7the smokehouse behind the kitchen. Along the Potrero1s 
banks and in front of the Stronghold, Pete planted cotton
wood trees. The graceful cottonwoods provided shade from

5• Proctor, Tucson, Tubac, Tumacacori, To Hell,
19-20.

6. PK scrapbook, Kit 62-p, APHS, Tucson; John A. 
Rockfellow manuscript, APHS, Tucson. Much of the material 
in the Kitchen scrapbook has no noted source and the writer 
is not identified, however, one of Rosa Kitchen's descend
ants assembled the collection.

7• Proctor, Tucson, Tubac, Tumacacori, To Hell,

38
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the sun yet a bullet could pass through the porous wood to

8strike Indians lurking behind them.
Pete did not plan to run only cattle on his 

Potrero. While there was a market for beef in Tucson and 
other settlements, there was also much competition from 
other settlers. Financial success would require diversifi
cation of products. The Potrero would not only be self- 
sufficient but, the excess products could be sold on the 
local markets.

Pete's agricultural and ranching efforts were well 
organized and productive. He drained swampy areas of the 
Potrero and irrigated others and the results were con
sistent and profitable. As the seasons passed, the 
Potrero1s rich bottom lands produced successive crops of 
corn, barley, potatoes, cabbages, and melons among others.' 
Grains not used by the ranch residents or sold on the 
market were fed to Pete's herd of swine. Smoke-cured hams, 
bacon, lard, and other pork products from the Potrero 
became favorite items from Tucson to Silver City, New 
Mexico and caused the Arizona Citizen to comment, "The 
result is that he always has on hand a few old rusty

8. Ibid., 34-35.
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Mexican dollars, while most of his neighbors, who depend on 
the sale of grain, are a few short all the time.

Although the Potrero was well organized, not all of . 
Pete's ventures were successful. On one occasion, he went 
into Sonora to buy stock. Unfortunately the cattle were in 
desperately poor condition and did not survive. Pete lost 
all the funds he had invested.

Serious Apache attacks on the Santa Cruz and San 
Pedro Valleys began in 1867 though it was not until 1869 
that the Potrero was raided. Of the many settlers, only 
Pete Kitchen was to stand the test of time and even he did 
not escape without losses. He saw his property and friends 
disappear until the Potrero was the only safe place left 
along the road from Tucson to Sonora. With grim humor 
Pete christened the trip along that road "To-son, To-bac, 
To-macacori ; To-Hell.

The period from 1868 to 1872 was the time of the 
worst Indian troubles in the Santa Cruz Valley. It was * 11

9• Arizona Weekly Enterprise, Tucson, January l4, . 
1892; Lockwood, Life in Old Tucson, 32-33> Arizona Citizen, Tucson, May 10, 1873.

10. PK scrapbook, Kit 62-p, APHS, Tucson.
11. Lockwood, Life in Old Tucson, 25; The Oasis, Nogales, July 25? 1914.
12. Parish, History of Arizona, VI, 44. The Tucsm 

Weekly Arizonian of July 17, 1869 contains a comprehensive 
list of Apache raids during 1868 and the first six months
of 1869, including some 20 raids during 1868.



4l
also a period in which military forces were prevented by 
government policy from reprisals or concerted attempts to

13control the raiders. Peace Commissioners Vincent Colyer
14and General 0 . 0 . Howard tried in their turn to pacify 

the Apaches. Representatives of various Christian 
denominations served on the reservations and tried by 
prayer and speeches to civilize the warlike tribes. The 
Apaches met with the commissioners and, realizing the army * 14

13• Born in Bloomingdale, New York on September 
30, 1824, Vincent Colyer began studying art at the age of 
nineteen and was elected a member of the National Academy 
of Design in 1849• He left his successful career to serve 
as colonel of a Negro regiment during the Civil War.
Always interested in benevolent organizations, Colyer 
worked with the Young Men's Christian Association and was 
instrumental in forming an association which provided 
books, food, medicine, and clothing for soldiers in the 
Civil War. His humane interests led to .his appointment as 
an Indian Commissioner by President Ulysses S. Grant.
Colyer died at his Connecticut home on July 12, 1888. The 
National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, VII (New York: 
James T. White and Company, 1897) , 5*41.

14. Oliver Otis Howard was born in Leeds, Maine on 
November 8, 1830• He graduated from West Point in 1854 and 
was assigned to the Ordnance Corps. In June of l86l,
Howard resigned his commission to become a Colonel of the 
Maine Volunteers. By December of 1862 he had reached the 
rank of Major-General of the Volunteers. Howard served in 
many campaigns despite the loss of his right arm at the 
Battle of Fair Oaks on June 1, 1862.

From 1865 to l8?4 General Howard was commissioner 
of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands 
and in 1869 founded Howard University. Sent by President 
Ulysses S. Grant as a peace commissioner to the Apaches, 
Howard concluded a treaty with Cochise in 1872. He returned 
to military duties in 1874 and retired in 1894. He died on 
October 26, 1909• Cullum, Biographical Register, II, 576- 
577? Johnson and Malone, Dictionary of American Biography,ix, 279-281.



could not act strongly, continued and increased the 
15attacks.
During the night of January l8, 1869, Apaches stole 

down upon the Potrero and took 50 head of horses from a 
nearby canyon-corral. Pete owned 17 of the stolen horses; 
the remainder belonged to neighbors. As on many another 
occasion Pete and his hands trailed the raiders for some 
distance toward Janos Hot Springs in Sonora, but only one 
of the stolen animals was ever recovered. That occurred 
when a Mexican named Leopoldo Carrillo purchased one from 
an Apache during treaty negotiations at the reservation. 
Pete had to pay Carrillo $30 to recover his property.

On the morning of February 51 l869--only eighteen 
days after the first raid, Abraham Scott, a ranchman living 
near Pete's home on the Potrero, went deer hunting. At two 
in the afternoon, a Mexican sheepherder raced to the ranch 
to report that 15 Apaches had driven off the herd he was 
guarding. Pete and his men gave chase and came upon the 
Indians slaughtering the sheep. When the raiders ran, a 16

15• Patrick Hamilton, The Resources of Arizona (San 
Francisco: The A. L . Bancroft and Company, 1884), 395•
Hubert Howe Bancroft, Arizona and New Mexico, 1530-1888 
(San Francisco: The History Company, 1888), 560-564.

16. Letter to editor in Weekly Arizonian, Tucson, 
January 31, 1869; USCC: ID #6845.

Born in Monteczuma, Sonora in 1836, Leopoldo 
Carrillo came to Arizona in 1859• He was a local merchant, 
rancher, and trader and operated a Tucson saloon in 1870.
He also planted and maintained a large orchard in Tucson. Carrillo died in Tucson in 1890. Hayden Files, APHS,Tucson.



witness reported with wry frontier humor that Pete "invited
them at the top of his voice to come and accept his horse,
but for some reason or other, they seemed to decline the
invitation, . . . Two hundred and forty sheep had been
killed. Pete and his men gathered the remnants of the herd
together and returned to the Potrero. There they discovered
that Scott had not returned, Southern Arizona was not
widely settled and it was easily possible to lose one's way
but an unexplained absence in Apache territory usually
meant grim news. The following morning, Pete set out to
locate Scott and found his friend murdered in a small

17canyon some six miles from the Potrero.
The raids continued. Apaches attacked the Potrero

again on June 8 , 1870. Killing a driver, the Apaches stole
18four yoke of work oxen. A month later on July 10, a Mr. 

Smith, traveling from San Diego to Sonora, and a Mexican, 
Jesus Indigo were murdered in separate incidents on Potrero 
lands. The newspaper account of the murders reflected 
civilian attitudes toward army inactivity and the peace- 
and-kid-gloves policy of the politicians by noting * 18

17• Anonymous letter from Tub ac, Arizona dated 
February 10, 1869, printed in the San Francisco Alta 
California of March 7, 1869•

18. Letter to the editor in Weekly Arizonian, 
Tucson, July 30, 1870.



succinctly that the troops seldom visited the area of the 
murders

The ranchhouse apparently was not the only place of
refuge on the Potrero. John A. Rockfellow, in later years
a business partner of Pete Kitchen, recorded that Pete had
an area dug out on the north bank of the Potrero a few feet
above the water. The exact purpose of the cave was not
given, but one evening Pete and Rosa were in the cave.
Apparently alarmed by a noise outside Pete went to the
watch hole in the door, his gun in hand. Seeing a vague
shape move in the dark, Pete fired and a shriek split the
desert evening. Searchers found no Indians that night but

20followed tracks to a fresh grave the next morning.
Pete's marksmanship as an Indian fighter was extra

ordinary. East of the Potrero ranchhouse there is a high 
ridge at the top of which is a boulder large enough to 
shelter a crouching man. The distance from the ranchhouse 
to the boulder has been determined as 500 yards. During 
one raid, most of the Apaches attacked the Potrero from the 
south but one brave tried his assault from the east, 
probably hoping to cut down some of the defenders. Pete 
was firing from the roof of the house. Spying the Apache 20

19- Ibid., July 16, 1870.
20. John A. Rockfellow manuscript, APRS, Tucson; 

John A. Rockfellow, Log of an Arizona Trail Blazer (repub
lished, Tucson: Arizona Silhouettes, 1955) , 4l-42.



by the boulder, he signaled to Rosa to fire her weapon at 
the warrior. After Rosa's shot, the warrior, apparently 
believing that the one defender who had seen him would have 
to reload, exposed himself and Pete fired. The Apache fell 
dead.21 22 23

Pete Kitchen had many other activities besides
supervising the operation of the Potrero and he did not
neglect his civic duties. During the elections in the
autumn of 1870, Pete served as a judge for precinct No. 3

22which was located at Chambers' Ranch near Calabasas.
The Potrero harvests were excellent that autumn.

On November 12, 1870 Pete reached the Tucson market with
1500 pounds of Irish potatoes that sold for seven cents a
pound. He returned to town on November 29 with nearly
20,000 more pounds which sold for the same price. The size
of the shipments prompted the Arizona Citizen to note that
Pete expected a total crop of about 60,000 pounds.
Commenting that 1-1/8 acres had yielded 8,500 pounds the
newspaper challenged skeptics to prove that Arizona's soil

2 3was not fertile.

21. Rockfellow, Log of an Arizona Trail Blazer,
31-32.

22. The Arizona Citizen, Tucson, October 22, 1870. 
Probably the ranch of Solomon \vT. Chambers who was born in 
Ohio in 1826 and came to Arizona in 1862. He was a foreman 
at the Mowry mine in 1864 and settled on a ranch at 
Calabasas in 1866.

23. The Arizona Citizen, Tucson, November 12, 1870.
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On December 2, I87O, Pete wrote to Charles E . Mowry 

in Tucson. Enclosing a note on E . N. Fish for S800, Pete 
asked that Mowry collect at least $200 or all of the sum if
possible and give the bearer of the letter a gold draft for
+ u 24the sum.

By the 18701s life at the Potrero had fallen into 
as settled a pattern as was possible in Indian country.
The census of 1870 listed Pete Kitchen's real estate 
holdings at a value of $1000, his personal property at 
$7,000. At 27 years of age Rosa Verdugo Kitchen was the 
dona of a somewhat extensive frontier estate.^  When Capt. 
John Bourke^ visited the Potrero on one of General George 24 25 26

24. Letter to Charles E . Mowry, December 2, 1870, 
Kit 62-p, APHS, Tucson.

Charles E. Mowry was born in Rhode Island in 1828 
and in I87O was a resident of Guaymas, Sonora. He was 
engaged primarily in the freight business between Guaymas 
and Tucson. Mowry died in San Francisco in 1878 at the age 
of 50. Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson; Tucson Arizonan, 
December 25, 1869 and November 6 , 1869; San Francisco 
Examiner, November 8, 1878 in APHS files, Tucson.

Tucson merchant and trader Edward Nye Fish was born 
in Barnstable, Massachusetts on August 12, 1827• Twice 
married Fish died on December l8, 1914. Hayden Files,
APHS, Tucson.

25. United States Census of 187O , APHS Files,Tucson.
26. An 1869 graduate of West Point, John G. Bourke 

first saw service with the third cavalry in New Mexico, 
Arizona, and California. For eleven years, from 1872 to 
1883, he served as Aide-de-camp to Bvt. Major General 
George Crook in Indian campaigns on the northern plains and 
in the southern deserts, receiving his captaincy in 1882. 
After a year of sick leave, Bourke returned to duty with 
Crook and was present at the surrender of Geronimo in 1886. 
He died on June 8, 1896 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania at



Crook's frequent trips through southern Arizona, he found 
what he defined as the atmosphere of a feudal castle. From 
the armed sentinels on the roof to the rifles on the plow
shares in the field, the Potrero was an armed camp. Of the 
effects of the Apache war, Bourke noted that Pete's pigs 
often were so filled with arrows that they looked like 
"perambulating pincushions." Yet, within the ranchhouse, 
travelers found comfort. Like ladies of a castle, women 
worked at their various duties— fixing "savory and spicy
stews," making, tasty paper-thin tortillas for the hungry

28visitors, carding and spinning wool, and sewing.
The sounds of the Potrero were not all just of 

work. The rooms and outside grounds frequently rang with 
the shouts and laughter of children. Their presence there 
was natural for Pete Kitchen offered a home to many 
youngsters over the years. In 1870 the census taker found * III,

27

the age of $0. His On the Border with Crook has become a 
classic of Arizona history. Cullum, Biographical Register,
III, 131-132.

27• Ohio born George Crook graduated from West 
Point in 1852 and served in California, the Pacific North
west, and on all eastern fronts of the Civil War, earning a 
brevet rank of Major General in 1865• He commanded the 
Department of Arizona from 1871 to 1875 and conducted 
further campaigns against the Apaches from 1883 to 1886.
He died in Chicago, Illinois on March 21, I89O . Cullum, 
Biographical Register, II, 508-509; Martin F. Schmitt, ed., 
General George Crook, His Autobiography (Norman: U . of 
Oklahoma Press, i9 6 0 passim!

28. John G. Bourke, On the Border with Crook 
(Chicago: The Rio Grande Press, 1962), 78-79•
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two children on the Potrero— Fernando Campo, age 12, a
native of Sonora, and four-year-old Santiago Kitchen,

29Pete's son. Eventually five of Rosa's nieces lived at
the Potrero: Rosa, Polonia (Pauline), Nieves, Maria, and
Margarita. Pauline and Nieves became the foster daughters
of Pete and Rosa Kitchen. They were given every luxury
Pete could provide. Pauline, Pete's favorite, attended the
convent school in Tucson and became an accomplished

30musician, playing the piano, guitar, and harp.
The rigors of pioneer life had their effects on the 

sensitive young Pauline. Near the main house was a small 
one room adobe building with a tiny window and dirt floor. 
Records do not indicate whether this was the original 
building which Pete had found when he first located on the 
Potrero. When Indian raids occurred too late at night for 
immediate burial of the dead, the bodies were placed in the 
small adobe structure. Pauline became a sleepwalker.
During the night, she would leave her bed on the roof and 
make her way to the makeshift mortuary. Standing in the 
middle of the room she would chant a song until Pete or 
one of the other members of the family heard her. On

29• United States Census of 1870, APES files, ( 
Tucson. Fernando Campo was described as being born of 
foreign born parents; Santiago (James) Kitchen as being 
born to a native born father and foreign born mother.

30. Proctor, Tucson, Tubac, Tumacacori, To Hell, 25; Kit 62-p, APES, Tucson.



another occasion, night herders found her wandering in the 
pasture a mile from the house, again singing and chanting 
her nameless songs.

When the family traveled to and from Tucson, Pete
took every precaution for complete protection. It was a
long trip— usually taking several days. The men would pile
sacks of grain into a fortified wall along the sides and
back of an oxen-draim wagon to provide a buffer against
Indian arrows and bullets. The family members traveled
sitting on the floor of the wagon. To avoid Indian attack
they usually moved only at night. On one trip the family
camped in a prospector's dugout in the San Cayetano
mountains. They were forced to move on quickly when fresh
Indian signs were found nearby. In the haste of the
departure, young Pauline lost a diamond ring which was

31never recovered.
The week of April 22, iByi, Pete journeyed to 

Tucson again and carried news of one victory against the 
Apaches. In early April the Apaches had raided the Tubac 
area, killing rancher L . B. Wooster and moving south 
toward Sonora and across the Potrero taking with them 20 
or 30 head of horses stolen from the peaceful Papagoes.
The angry Papagoes pursued and overtook the raiders, killed

49

31. Kit 62-p, APRS, Tucson.
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five Apaches and recovered all their own stock as well as

32much of the property taken from the Wooster ranch.
Despite the hands off policy generally imposed upon

the military, some successful operations were made against
the Apaches in l8?0. A new, aggressive Indian fighter was
operating in Arizona. Lieut. Howard Cushing, one of three
brothers whose names were synonymous with courage and
daring during that period, was first assigned to Fort Grant
at the junction of the San Pedro and Aravaipa Rivers and
then to Fort Lowell in Tucson. For many months Cushing and
his men successfully conducted operations against the
Apaches. Cushing wanted complete subjugation of the war-

3 3like tribe and continued pressing the attacks. On
April 27} 1871» Cushing led seventeen soldiers from Troop F

32. Weekly Arizonian, Tucson, April 22, 1871•
L. B . Wooster came to Arizona from Connecticut. The census 
of 1870 listed his age as 27j his property valuation as 
$2,000. Wooster and a Miss Trinidad Aguirre were killed in 
the raid. United States Census of 1870, APHS, Tucson; 
Weekly Arizona Miner, Prescott, October l4, 1871•

33• Dan L. Thrapp, The Conquest of Apacheria 
(Norman: U. of Oklahoma Press, 1967), 63-72.

Camp— later Fort— Lowell was a post first estab
lished in Tucson in i860. Abandoned during the Civil War, 
it was rebuilt in 1862 as a supply depot. Many campaigns 
against the Apaches originated from the post. It was 
abandoned permanently in 1891• Brandes, Frontier Military 
Posts of Arizona, 49-51 •

Howard Cushing entered the army from his native 
state of Wisconsin in 1862 and rose from the ranks during 
the Civil War to become a first lieutenant on December 16, 
1867• Howard and his brother Alonzo H., a West Point 
graduate, left a record of courage that lived long after 
them. Heitman, Historical Register, I, 347•
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of the Third Cavalry and one civilian from Fort Lowell on a 
scouting expedition in the Santa Cruz and Sonorita Valleys. 
On April 30, the party reached the Potrero where Pete 
welcomed them with his renowned hospitality.

Not even the comforts of the Potrero could dissuade 
Cushing from his plans against the Apache. At five the 
next morning he led his men out again. Pete went with them 
for he had volunteered to guide the expedition through the 
mountains between the Santa Cruz and Sonorita Valleys. At 
three that afternoon, Pete decided to return home. Bidding 
Cushing farewell, Pete rode back toward the Potrero. He 
had ridden only an hour when he spotted the very quarry 
Cushing was seeking— 30 or more Apaches— trailing Cushing 
and his men. It would not be prudent or safe to ride back 
to warn Cushing and yet Pete knew he could not remain where 
he was as the Apaches might see him.

Pete moved with characteristic agility. Taking out 
his block of "California" matches and leaning over, he tore 
off one match at a time, scratched it on the bottom of his 
stirrup, and dropped it into the dry desert grass as his 
horse moved forward. The resultant fire kept the Indians 
at a distance and Pete escaped disaster. He had intended * 1

3^. Report of Sgt. John Mott, May 20, 1871, printed 
in its entirety in Thrapp, The Conquest of Apacheria, 72- 
73? Weekly Arizona Miner, Prescott, July 29, 1871. The

1 Miner remarked that Pete's departure seemed abrupt but it 
seems more likely that Pete had guided the detachment as 
far as had been agreed.
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the fire as a protective feature and as a warning to 
Cushing.̂

Cushing and his men saw the grassfire but mis
interpreted the signal believing that it had been set by 
Apaches in the valley to warn their compatriots in the 
mountains. It was not until later that they learned the 
true purpose of the signal and by then it was too late.
Four days later on May 5 > Cushing and his men were led 
into a trap and the daring young lieutenant was one of 
three fatalities."^

On May 13, in Tucson, Pete and Captain J . G. Lee, 
Assistant Quartermaster at the Tucson Depot, concluded an 
agreement similar to several made over the years in which 
Pete was a contracting party. Pete agreed to deliver well 
cleaned and sacked corn and barley to the Tucson Depot 
during the 1872 fiscal year in such quantities as the 
Quartermaster might request. In return the Army would make 
monthly payments at 2-84/100 cents per pound. As in all 
government contracts, there was a penalty clause: if
Pete’s grain should be of inferior quality, the Army would 
buy elsewhere and require Pete to pay the difference in

35• Rockfellow. Log of an Arizona Trail Blazer,42-43.
36. Thrapp, The Conquest of Apacheria, 73-?6 .
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cost. No records have been found which show that Pete
Kitchen ever failed to meet the terms of his contracts.

On June 8, 1871 there occurred one of the great
tragedies and mysteries of Pete Kitchen's life. Apaches
raided the Potrero and killed an eleven-year-old boy some
200 yards from the house. The Tucson Citizen identified

38the boy as Pete's son. Who the boy actually was is
questionable. One biographer says he was Santiago Kitchen,
born to Pete and Rosa Kitchen in 1859• On the tragic day,
the biographer notes, Santiago was asleep in a haystack 200
yards south of the house when the Indians attacked. In the

39surprise, the boy was killed while still asleep.
Documented facts do not support this story. The 

Census of 1870 had listed Fernando Campo, age 12, and 
Santiago Kitchen, age 4.^^ There is a vast discrepancy 
between the ages of the boy supposedly killed in the

37• Agreement between Peter Kitchen and Captain
J. 6. Lee at Tucson, Arizona, May 13? 1871? National 
Archives. Copy provided by Dr. B . Sacks of Baltimore? Maryland.

James Grafton Carleton Lee was a native of Canada. 
He was a captain in the quartermaster volunteers from 1862 
to 1864 when he was transferred to the regular army. Lee 
earned two brevets for his meritorious service during the 
Civil War and retired from the army in 1900. Heitman, 
Historical Register, I, 624.

38• Arizona Citizen, Tucson, June 17? 1871•
39• Proctor, Tucson, Tubac, Tumacacori, To Hell,23-24.
40. United States Census of 1870, APHS files,

37

Tucson.



haystack and the child listed in the census. Also, in the
1890's, Pete Kitchen testified to another incident which
seems to provide the true story of what actually happened.

In, it is surmised, early June of 1871, Pete sent a
4lboy on horseback to nearby Calabasas to pick up a silver 

mounted saddle and bridle. On the return trip, 40 or 50 
Apaches saw the boy some 200 to 300 yards from the ranch- 
house. Pete, standing on the hill at the house, heard the 
shots, quickly saddled a horse, and galloped toward the 
scene. What he found was pitiful. The Apaches had caught 
the boy, killed him, and thrown the body into nearby desert

54

/ = • -

4l. Calabasas had a long history of settlement.
The site of an Indian rancheria in the late l600's, it was 
a mission visita under the Spaniards until 1797 and became 
a ranch between 1797 and 1828. In 1851 the hacienda was in- 
ruins. Troops were quartered there on two occasions: from
1856 to 1858 and from 1864 to 1866. In 1878 a company 
formed by leading San Francisco businessmen selected 
Calabasas as a new town site and appointed C. P. Sykes as 
Managing Director of the new enterprise. Former publisher 
of a New York newspaper, Sykes supposedly had gained 
control of the San Xavier Mine in southern Arizona and 
purchased the Tumacacori, Huababi (sic), and Calabasas land 
grants. Interest in the Calabasas area supposedly had been 
aroused by the rumors that the border with Mexico cross the 
land and that a proposed railroad from Tucson to Sonora 
would also pass through the area. Under Sykes' promotion, 
the town grew rapidly and was the site of the finest brick 
hotel of its time in Arizona. When the border and railroad 
passed through the site of present day Nogales, Calabasas 
faded away. Sykes' land grant claims were disallowed in 
favor of the Baca Float grant heirs. Barnes, Arizona Place 
Names, 313-314, 315j The Daily Graphic, New York City, 
October 18, 1878, p. 753 in APHS files, Tucson; Reminis
cences of Joseph Wise in article "Bordering History," from 
The Southwest Veteran, American Legion Post of Morgan 
McDermott, Post No. 7? in Kitchen scrapbook, Kit 62-p,
APHS, Tucson.
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growth. Taking the saddle, bridle, and a pair of spurs, 
they had butchered the horse and stripped the flesh from 
its bones. Not even the presence of a body of Mexicans not 
too far behind the boy had prevented the attack. The 
Apaches had calculated correctly for the Mexicans had fled

42upon hearing the shots.
If the boy killed near the house was young Fernando

Campo— of whom no further mention could be found— or
another boy of the approximate age of the victim, the
question remains— what became of Santiago Kitchen. He has
disappeared from the records of the time. Since no natural
child survived Pete Kitchen, it is presumed that the child
perished of unknown causes and lies in an unmarked grave,
perhaps in the small cemetery on the Potrero Ranch.

Just three months after the boy was killed, in
September of 1871, one of the many travelers on the road to
Magdalena stopped at the Potrero. During the evening, the
conversation turned to Indian problems and Pete affirmed

* 4 3his intention to hold his ground at the Potrero. J

42. Testimony of Peter Kitchen, USCC: ID #6845•
It seems unusual that Pete Kitchen, in seeking remuneration 
for lost property, would not mention the boy as being his 
own son or, if the boy returning from Calabasas was not his 
son, the death of his son on another occasion. The testi
mony of Frederick Maish in the same document, also does not 
identify the boy as Pete's son.

43. Report of "Machula" in Weekly Arizona Miner, Prescott, November 4, 1871•
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He certainly had many occasions on which to make 

his stand. At approximately one-thirty on an afternoon in 
the second week of July 1872, the Apaches swept down upon 
the Potrero and drove off nine yokes of Pete's work oxen. 
The herder, escaping his pursuers, sped to the ranchhouse 
to tell Pete. Unfortunately most of the workers apparently 
were occupied on another part of the ranch. Pete gathered 
those men he could spare and set out after the raiders but, 
although they were able to see the Apaches in the distance,

44the ranch party was unable to recover the stolen stock.
A day or so after the raid, a Mr. Ariego of Sonora

45rode into Fort Crittenden, v saw Tucson hardware merchant
46Thomas Hughes, and told Hughes of crossing the trail of

44. Testimony of Peter Kitchen, USCC: ID #6845; 
Arizona Citizen, Tucson, July 20, l8?2. There is some 
question as to how many men were in the pursuing party. 
Twenty years after the raid, Kitchen testified that he 
gathered all the men on the ranch while the Citizen's 
contemporary account noted that there were no men to follow 
the Indians. Perhaps the median is that many of the ranch 
hands were performing duties elsewhere with possibly only 
the regular guards and one or two others being near the 
house. If such were the case, Pete would not have greatly 
reduced the ranch defenses even to recover l8 oxen. 
Furthermore, a handful of men could not safely pursue 
Apaches into an area where the Apaches would have tactical advantages.

45♦ Garrisoned from 1867 to l873i Fort Crittenden was located on the Sonoita Creek between present day 
Sonoita and Patagonia, Arizona in Santa Cruz County. The 
post was built to provide protection for settlers in the 
area. Brandos, Frontier Military Posts of Arizona, 26-27•

46. Thomas Hughes came to Tucson from Allegheny 
City, Pennsylvania in July of 1868. He died on November 7, 
1907.
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a herd of cattle being driven or followed by Indians.
Hughes reported what he had learned to Fort Crittenden's 
commanding officer.

Soldiers pursued the Indians and overtook them in 
the Whetstone Mountains in southeastern Arizona at about 
four in the afternoon. A battle ensued and after suffering 
several casualties the soldiers retreated and returned to 
the fort'. Many of the oxen had been found slaughtered 
along the trail. The stock was identified by the Kitchen 
brand.1 ̂

The early 1870's were good years for Potrero crops
and products. During the week of July 1, 1871 Pete was in
Tucson and reported the 20 odd acres of bottom land which
he had reclaimed by drainage had produced 70 bushels of
barley per acre and that an additional 70 acres of his land

48were planted to corn. In November, three tons of his
potatoes sold for eight cents a pound, and a further ten 
tons sold for seven cents a pound in December. 7 In the
week of June 1$, 1872 when Pete brought in seven tons of 
his bacon and hams which sold for 35 cents a pound, the 
Tucson Arizona Citizen paid tribute to his determination

k7- Also known as the Mustang Mountains for wild 
horses of original Spanish stock which roamed the area, the 
Whetstones lie in Cochise County near the border with Pima 
County. Barnes, Arizona Place Names, 56-57.

48. Arizona Citizen, Tucson, July 1, 1871.
49• Arizona Citizen, Tucson, November 11, 1871.



and courage by noting that he had lived successfully on the
"picket line" for over l4 years and would not quail in the

50face of danger.
The weather in the summer of 1873 apparently was

much hotter and dryer than usual— so much so that Pete must
have feared for his crops. Then in late July-came the
rains which prevented agricultural disaster throughout the

51valley. A. C. Benedict, a friend of Pete Kitchen and
owner of the Huebabi Ranch in Santa Cruz County, reported
the welcome rains in Tucson and also noted that there had

52been no recent Indian signs in the Valley.
On February 22, 1873 Pete paid Tucson resident 

Elena Lara $1300 for a house and lot facing west on Main 
Street in Tucson. The new Kitchen property was bordered 
on the north by that of Francis H . Goodwin, on the east by

58

50. Arizona Citizen, Tucson, June 15, 1872.
51• Born October 13 > 1830, Albert Case Benedict 

came to Arizona in i860. He married a local resident, 
Gregoria Alvarez. Operator of a Tucson hotel in 1866, 
Benedict took up ranching in 1870 as owner of the Huebabi 
(sic) Ranch. He was crippled by injuries suffered in an 
Indian attack in the spring of I87I but continued to pursue 
an active life as Pima County Treasurer in 1872, as Terri
torial Auditor in 1873) and as owner of the Sahuarito Ranch 
in 1874. Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson; Arizona Weekly Star, 
Tucson, April 1, 1880; Phoenix Herald, April 2̂  1880.

52. Arizona Citizen, Tucson, August 2, 1873•
Another rendering of Guevavi, the Huebabi Ranch was located 
on or near the site of the first Spanish mission in Arizona. 
The mission was abandoned in 1784 but ranches are still 
operating on the site. Barnes, Arizona Place Names, 317.
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that of Jesus Maria Elias, and on the south by the home of

5 3Guadelupe Santa Cruz. The new property would provide a 
residence for the Kitchens when they were in Tucson and 
also a home in the event that they should ever retire from 
the Potrero.

When in Tucson from the Potrero, Pete rarely missed 
a chance to pass the time with his friends in one of the 
saloons. There was no stigma in such meetings for the 
saloon was as much of a gathering place as the area around 
the stove in a general store. Pete enjoyed both liquor and 
gambling. One acquaintance recalled that Pete never 
entered a saloon without gambling for a few minutes. He

53* Pima County Deeds of Real Estate, Book 1, f
731-732. Dr. Francis Henri Goodwin was born in Cassville, 
Georgia in 1835 and received his M.D. in Heidelberg, 
Germany. A surgeon in the Confederate Army, he came to 
Arizona in 1867, settling in Tucson. Dr. Goodwin served in 
several Territorial Legislatures, was Sheriff of Yuma 
County, and from 1883 to 1887 was American Consul at 
Nogales. A skilled surgeon he was often called to treat 
the sick. Before his death in January of 1892, Dr. Goodwin 
served as a Regent of the University of Arizona. Hayden 
Files, APHS, Tucson.

Jesus Maria Elias was born at Tubac in December of 
1829♦ He and his wife raised six children. Elias died at 
his home, Los Reales, near San Xavier Mission on January 
10, 1896. Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.

There is no information on Elena Lara.
There is little information available on Guadelupe 

Santa Cruz, who was born in 1807 and died in 1891 * This 
artistically talented neighbor of Pete Kitchen painted 
frescoes at the San Xavier Mission. Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.
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never had a majority of wins or losses and after losing for

$4a time would leave the game.
Peter Kitchen was a man of many interests.

Managing the Potrero was not enough to keep him occupied 
despite the fact that he had reached middle age. From 
June 11, 1873 until replacement in 1876 he was the official 
postmaster of Monument, Arizona in Santa Cruz County--some 
12 miles west of present day Nogales at the "turn" in the 
international boundary.'*'* Each Monday from July 1, 1873 to 
June 30, 1874 Pete carried the mail 22 miles from Tubac 
past the Potrero to Monument and back. He would leave 
Tubac at six in the morning and reach Monument by noon then 
begin the return journey at one in the afternoon, arriving
at Tubac at seven in the evening. It was not a long trip 
by present standards but for the frontiersman riding alone 
it was a perilous journey."*^*

Pete would find time to help his friends, too.
When Tucsonan Ignacio Bonillas went out to make a re-survey 
of the Canoa Ranch area, Pete and Fred Maish spent several 
days with him. As they worked Pete and Maish would tell

54. Reminiscences of Dr. Henry Proctor in folder 
titled "Tucson Local History," Charles Morgan Wood files, APHS, Tucson.

55• John and Lillian Theobald, Arizona Territory: 
Post Offices and Postmasters (Phoenix: The Arizona Historical Foundation, 1961), 114.

56. PK scrapbook, Kit 62-p, APHS, Tucson.
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jokes on each other. Bonillas wryly noted that, "Some were
57good jokes . "

It was in August of 1873 that one of the semi
legendary and undocumented incidents in Pete Kitchen's life 
supposedly occurred. True or not, it is a tale which 
illustrates the depth of Pete Kitchen's concern for the 
welfare of any human being regardless of race.

As the story goes, a young Apache was riding near 
the Potrero one day that summer when his horse went lame. 
Surprised by six Mexicans and with no chance of outrunning 
men on horseback, the Apache was captured.

That particular day Pete and Francisco Verdugo were 
also in the vicinity. Hearing a wailing chant, Pete and 
Francisco rode to investigate. They found the Mexicans 
torturing their captive who was chanting his defiance of 
their efforts. Telling the Mexicans to move on, Pete and 
his brother-in-law freed the brave who was in bad condition

57• Ignacio Bonillas file, APHS, Tucson. Fred 
Maish was born in York County, Pennsylvania, on October 12, 
183  ̂ and was taken to Clinton County, Indiana as a child.
He came to Arizona from Frankfort, Indiana in 1869 and was 
a partner with Thomas Driscoll in a Tucson butcher shop.
He died in May 1913• Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.

Born in San Ignacio, Sonora, Ignacio Bonillas came 
to Tucson with his parents in 1870. Territorial Governor 
A. P. K. Safford provided employment which enabled 
Bonillas to complete public school. Bonillas also studied 
mining engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. He served as Governor Safford's secretary and 
interpreter and did surveying work for the government.
APHS Files, Tucson.
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and took him to the Potrero where Rosa and the other women 
could care for him.

When the Apache was able to talk, his benefactors 
discovered that they had an important guest— the son of the 
Chiricahua chieftain, Cochise. There must have been con
siderable reaction among residents of the Potrero when they 
heard the news for Cochise was one of the wiliest, most 
dreaded, and most powerful of the Apache leaders. His 
well-organized raiders frequently ravaged the valleys, 
stealing stock and other items and leaving death and 
destruction in their wake.

Whatever their reaction, Pete made his decision. 
When the brave was well enough to travel, he gave him a 
horse and rode with him as far as Sulphur Springs Valley.

When the boy found his father, he told Cochise of 
all that had occurred. Then, the tale continues, Pete 
Kitchen and Cochise met in Sulphur Springs Valley one day 
in August of 1873• There Cochise swore that he and his 
braves never would attack the Potrero again. As a token 
of the agreement, Cochise gave Pete a signal horn on which 
Pete inscribed the date, place, and names of participants 
in the meeting. The boy's mother sent a pair of beauti
fully beaded Apache boots for Rosa and a similarly 
decorated quiver for Pete.



63
Thus is the tale. True or not it adds a flavor of

adventure and dignity to the character of Pete Kitchen. 58

58. Proctor, People of the Moonlight, 2?-48. ,
Proctor writes that he heard the tale from an old Indian 
who heard it in turn from a Juanito Chavez, one of the six 
Mexicans who captured the Apache. Knight Wise, son of 
Joseph E. Wise, donated to Proctor's Pete Kitchen Museum a 
quiver and a pair of boots decorated with Apache beadwork 
which he identified as having been given to the Kitchens. 
They are on display for public view. Mr. Proctor also 
tells of visiting the home of an unnamed Tucson resident 
and there examining a signal-horn the resident had found on 
the old Tucson dump. The horn bore the scratched-on names 
of Cochise and Pete Kitchen, the place, and the date. 
Sometimes artifacts verify a story more than documents. It 
should be noted that Cochise died on June 8, l8y4 and that 
the great chieftains were all disappearing. The Apaches 
lacked the leadership to plan and execute the devastating 
raids of previous decades. (Cochise's death date is from 
Thrapp, Conquest of Apacheria, 169-170.)

The largest in present day Cochise County, Sulphur 
Springs Valley extends north for twenty miles from the 
Mexican boundary. It was the site of a homestead and 
trading post and the Chiricahua Indian Reservation which 
existed from October of l8?2 to October of 1876. Barnes, 
Arizona Place Names, 115-116.



CHAPTER IV

THE SUCCESSFUL YEARS ON THE POTRERO: 187^-1883

By the mid-18701s, Pete Kitchen had his Potrero 
Ranch organized and operating so efficiently that his name 
was becoming a byword of success on Arizona's frontier.
Even the Territorial Governor A. P. K. Safford^ noted the 
progress of the Potrero. In an area where many ranches had 
been destroyed by Apaches, the Potrero must have shone like 
a diamond among lumps of coal. Reporting on the condition 
of the country south of Tucson, Governor Safford noted that 
Pete had 150 acres planted to corn, an additional 20 acres t 
planted to potatoes, and that Pete was fattening 100 hogs

Ofrom which the pork products should bring $4,000.
In early April of 187k Pete became ill with an 

unidentified malady. In frontier days most minor and many 
major ailments were treated in the home. Pete's condition 1 2

1. Born in Vermont in 1830, Anson Pacely Killen 
Safford migrated to California at the age of 20 and early 
became involved in politics serving in the California 
Legislature and as a Nevada mining and county recorder. As 
Territorial Governor of Arizona from 1869 to 1877 > he 
influenced the Arizona public school system and was active 
in mining affairs. Safford died in Tarpon Springs, Florida 
on December 15, 1891 • Judith Ellen Tobias, The Administra
tion of Governor A. P . K. Safford: A History of Territorial 
Arizona, 1869—1877• Unpublished M .A . Thesis, University of Arizona, 1965, 4, 5, 6 , 74, passim.

2. Arizona Citizen, Tucson, October 11, 1873.

64
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became so serious that his worried wife and friends took
him to Tucson where he stayed in the home of his friend,

3storekeeper and customs inspector Robert M • Crandall.
4There, under the care of Dr. W . Handy, he improved 

rapidly^--so rapidly that within three weeks he was able 
to travel over 200 miles to Prescott which was a difficult 
journey by horseback or stagecoach. There, on April 22, he 
met with Acting Chief Quartermaster Capt. M. P. Small and 
signed a contract for the 1&75 fiscal year in which he 
agreed to deliver 100,000 pounds of corn to Camp Lowell in * 4

3• Robert M . Crandall was born in Ohio in 1832 and 
crossed the plains to California twenty years later. He 
operated a hotel-saloon in Jackson, California until 
enlisting in the army in l86l. As a lieutenant and 
captain, Crandall served in Arizona and New Mexico before 
being mustered out in 1864. He was a mounted customs 
inspector on the road between Fort Yuma and Tucson from 
1867 to 1871 and served in the Territorial Legislature in 
1868. Hayden Files, APRS, Tucson.

4. Born in Newark, New Jersey on October 20,
1844, John Charles Handy grew up in California, receiving 
his M •D . in 1863• He served as a surgeon with the Army 
until 1871 when he settled in Tucson. Dr. Handy was Pima 
County Physician for twenty years and also served as County 
Supervisor and first Chancellor of the University of 
Arizona. Dr. Handy died on September 2$, 1891 from an 
abdominal gunshot wound suffered the previous day. Hayden 
Files, APHS, Tucson.

5• The Citizen, Tucson, April 4 and 11, 1874.
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Tucson for 2-47/100 cents per pound, payable each month

6according to the amount delivered.
It was in 1874 that Pete attempted to obtain a land 

warrant under the act of March 3j 1855 on the basis of his 
Mexican War service. On February 3» 1874’, he appeared 
before Tucson notary public S . C. Hughes with two witnesses 
and signed an affadavit swearing to his service. On May 
l8, Pete had William J . Osborn notarize an agreement in 
which it was stipulated that Pete would pay 0 . W. Streeter 
$25 if Streeter could obtain the land warrant for him. And 
on August 24, 1874, Pete made one more journey to Tucson. 
Appearing before the Clerk of the Pima County District 
Court, Pete repeated his original affadavit and added some

•7other information on his service.

6. Contract between Peter Kitchen and Captain M.
P. Small, April 22, 1874, National Archives. Copy furnished 
by Dr. B . Sacks of Baltimore, Maryland.

A native of Pennsylvania, Michael Peter Small 
graduated from West Point in 1855• He served in the 1857 
campaign against the Seminoles in Florida, on frontier 
duty, with the Quartermaster and Recruiting Offices during 
the Civil War, and with the Quartermaster Corps until his 
death as a lieutenant colonel on August 1, 1892. Cullum, 
Biographical Register, II, 400-401; Heitman, Historical 
Register, I, 392.

7• PK:BLWT 113655-55-160, National Archives.
Samuel C. Hughes was born in Wales on August 10,

1829 and arrived in Arizona in 1858. He was a butcher and 
trader in Tucson and did some prospecting. Hughes was a 
member of the Tucson City Council in the 1870's. He died 
on June 20, 1917• Hayden Files, APRS, Tucson.

William J . Osborn was born on February 6, 1834 in 
Bern, New York and migrated west at an early age. Of light 
build, he was one of the riders for the shortlived Pony 
Express. Osborn came to Tucson in 1863 and tried ranching
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When Pete rode into Tucson the week of October 24,

1874 he reported that he had been awarded the requested
land warrant but that, before the certificate was issued,
the federal authorities wrote asking why he had waited so
long in making his application. Pete said that he had
written back that he had been too busy fighting Indians
during the past years to have time even to think about it.
That succinct answer was sufficient. His application was

8approved. No record has been located which indicates what
Pete did with his bounty.

In 1875 Pete tried a new venture. On February 1 ,
he paid $200 for 250 linear feet of a 1500 foot eastern
extension of the San Xavier mine. The mine contained an

9undetermined amount of gold and silver-bearing quartz.
What return this particular mine gave is not. recorded, but 
in late October of 1876 G. P . Howe rode into Tucson with 
sample ore from a mine about 15 miles south of Arivaca

but Apache raids ended that enterprise. He served in 
several Territorial Legislatures and as Tucson City 
Recorder, Justice of the Peace, and Notary Public. Osborn 
died on January 30, 1908. APHS Files, Tucson.

Oscar W. Streeter came to Tucson after several 
years of practicing Law in Minnesota. He was admitted to 
the Arizona bar on January 15, 1874 and specialized in 
legal work involving titles to mines and other properties. 
Tucson Citizen, January 24, 1874, May 2, 1874 (advertise
ment), and August 1, 1874 (advertisement).

8 . Arizona Citizen, Tucson, October 24, 1874.
9• Indenture between Mary E. Vaughan and Peter 

Kitchen, February 1 , 18755 Pima County Deeds of Mines,Book 1, 366-367.
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which he and Pete owned in partnership. The average assay
was $232.48 to the ton in silver with some samples running
as high as $400. The ore samples came from a six inch wide
vein which ran beyond the already excavated 15 foot long 

10shaft.
In August of 1874 drastic changes had begun in 

administration of Indian affairs in the Territory of 
Arizona. The Indians gradually were being settled on 
reservations. Most of the Apaches were being sent to the 
giant San Carlos Reservation. On August 25) l8y4 John 
Philip Clum arrived to take charge as agent at San Carlos. 
The brash young agent quickly made friends with Eskiminzin, 
a powerful Apache chieftain, and proceeded to revitalize 
the reservation. Respecting the Indians, he won mutual 
respect and set up a working organization on the reserva
tion including an Indian police force and court. Clum's

10. Arizona Weekly Star, Tucson, October 26, 1876. 
There is little information on George P. Howe. In February 
of 1892, a Phoenix resident found a George Pardee Howe, 
aged 64, partially paralyzed and living in an old adobe hut 
in Phoenix. Howe had migrated to California in February of 
1852 and had been a merchant in San Francisco, in Nevada, 
and in Florence, Arizona. At the time of the article,
Howe was earning just enough to feed himself by selling 
candy and "other truck." Arizona Enterprise, Tucson, 
February 18, 1892.
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system was effective during the period he served at the 

11agency.
Pete Kitchen visited the San Carlos agency on 

business in the autumn of 1875• By that time Clum's 
organization was functioning well and Pete liked what he 
saw. Success at San Carlos and a relatively good life for 
the Apaches would mean comparative peace for Arizona though 
there were still some renegades. Pete did have one com
plaint and he voiced that when he went to Tucson--there 
was no whiskey on the reservation. He commented, "You know 
a man is accustomed to sip of the genial stuff at times, 11

11. Thrapp, The Conquest of Apacheria, 162-165•
The San Carlos Indian Reservation was established on the 
San Carlos River in present day Gila County on November 9> 
1871. Apaches from the Chiricahua, Mimbreno, San Carlos 
and many other tribes were located there. The mixture of 
tribes caused rivalry and discontent among the Indians. 
Disagreements between the Indian agent and military over 
control of reservation affairs caused further deterioration 
of the situation. As Indian Agent, John Clum capably 
handled the problems and restored order. Barnes, Arizona 
Place Names, 115-116.

John Philip Clum was born September 1, 1851 on a 
farm near Claverack, New York. He attended a military 
school and Rutgers College in his youth and went to Santa 
Fe, New Mexico as an "observer-sergeant" in the United 
States Signal Corps in October of 1871• Interested in 
helping the Apaches find a useful reservation life, Clum 
went to Washington, D . C. and was appointed agent of the 
San Carlos Reservation on February 27, 1874. He left the 
Agency in late July 1877 and in later years was mayor of 
Tombstone. Clum died on May 2, 1932. Woodworth Clum, 
Apache Agent: The Story of John P. Clum (Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 1936), 102-105, 120-121, 255, 265-268;
APHS Files, Tucson. For a complete description of Clum's 
activities as reservation agent see Woodworth Clum's book.
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/'

it's hard to be wholly deprived of it even for a few 
days .

On February 28, l8?6 , Pete Kitchen and Tucson 
13freighter P. R. Tully performed what was to be an unhappy 

duty in witnessing the will of Pete's ailing friend, Robert 
M. Crandall. On March 2 Crandall died at the age of 44

l4leaving his estate to his common-law wife and daughter.
There are few records of Pete's activities in 1876 

and 1877• On July 23, 1876, as was the custom for visitors 
to Tucson, Pete stopped by the courthouse where George 0. 
Hand was custodian and sat with the local residents dis
cussing such topics as arose in the conversation. 12 * 14

12. Arizona Citizen, Tucson, October 9, 1875•
13• Born in Port Gibson, Mississippi on March 25 > 

1824, Pinckney Randolph Tully was a partner in the Tucson 
firm of Tully, Ochoa and Company formed in 1864. He served 
as territorial treasurer from 1875 to 1876, as Tucson City 
Treasurer, and as Tucson Mayor for two terms. Tully died 
near Heraidsburg, California on November 10, 1903« Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.

14. Pima County Clerk of Court Records, Book of 
Wills, No. 1 , 52; Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.

15• Diary of George 0. Hand, July 23, 1876, APHS, 
Tucson. George 0 . Hand was born in New York in I83O and 
went to California during the gold rush. When the Civil 
War began, he enlisted and came to Arizona with the 
California Column. Discharged in 1864, he settled in 
Tucson and engaged in various businesses including operating 
a saloon. For many years he was janitor and night watchman 
at the Pima County Courthouse. His diaries are a basic 
source of Tucson life. Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.
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By 1877 most of the Apache troubles in the Santa 

Cruz Valley had lessened considerably. Cochise was dead 
and most of the Apaches had been settled at San Carlos, but 
isolated bands of renegades led by such chiefs as 
Geronimo"*"^ raided occasionally. On March 17 and l8, 1877 
Geronimo and his followers conducted a major raid past Fort 
Crittenden and down along the Santa Cruz. It was the last 
attack on the Potrero. The Apaches caught Thomas Hughes 
and his party on March 17 and only Hughes survived. While 
the Apaches continued down the valley striking at all the 
ranches, Hughes contacted Fort Huachuca. Troops were sent 
out and learned that Pete had lost many head of cattle, 
horses, and mules to the Indians who fled toward the Santa 
Rita Mountains. Hughes offered to lead troops after the 
Indians but the officer in charge refused. Pete and his

l6 . The Chiricahua Apache leader, Geronimo, was 
widely known and feared throughout the southwestern 
frontier. As a young brave known to his tribesmen by the 
Indian name Goyathlay, Geronimo participated in raids led 
by such chieftains as Cochise, Victorio, and Mangas 
Coloradas. Though he lacked a hereditary claim, Geronimo 
became a leading chief in the mid-18701s. He led his 
braves on many raids in 1876, 1880, and for a two year 
period from l88l to 1883• Capture and confinement on a 
reservation after each period of raiding failed to control 
the chief and on May 17? 1885, Geronimo began his last 
campaign. Pursued continuously by the Army, Geronimo 
finally surrendered at Camp Bowie in Apache Pass on 
September 4, 1886. Geronimo and other braves were confined 
first at Fort Pickens, Pensacola, Florida, and then at what 
became Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Geronimo died at Fort Sill on 
February 17, 1909 at the approximate age of 79 years. 
Johnson and Malone, Dictionary of American Biography, VII, 
220-221.
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men did pursue the raiders but there is no record that they

17recovered any of the stock.
Though the dangers of Apache attacks were greatly 

reduced, there was no lack of excitement at the Potrero.
One day late in the 18701s, two American cowboys stopped 
at the ranch and were offered the hospitality for which the 
Potrero was noted. After the meal, a ranch hand played his 
accordion and there was dancing. The affair began joyously 
enough but ended in tragedy. Adam Munroe, one of the 
visiting cowhands, was dancing with a young Mexican girl—  
the wife of one of Pete's employees. The dancing became 
flirtation and momentary infatuation. Inflamed by jealousy, 
the husband intervened, knife in hand. Munroe shot and 
killed the husband and fled through an open window.
Captured two days later he was tried at Tucson and sentenced 
to life imprisonment.

Munroe was taken to the Territorial Prison at Yuma 
where, victimized by a guard, he killed his persecutor, hid 
the body, and later escaped. Fleeing to Mexico, Munroe 
remained there for eight years but made the mistake of 
believing he could safely return and went to Tombstone, 
then a booming mining town. Pete saw him there, recognized

17• Testimony of Thomas Hughes, February 4, 1893, 
USCC: ID #6845.
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him, and reported him to the authorities. Munroe was

18arrested again and returned to prison.
In January of 1879 John A. Rockfellow, a native of 

Rochester, New York, was traveling south from Tucson. When 
he and his friends reached Tubac, they found the local 
residents greatly alarmed. A band of Mexican outlaws was 
operating in the area, robbing travelers. They had entered 
a store at Calabasas Ranch, taken money and goods, and 
forced mescal down the throat of the bound store owner 
until he collapsed unconsciouso

Rockf ellow and his companions continued their 
journey on the wagon road toward Tumacacori and the 
Pajarito mining areas taking all possible precautions.

In the meantime, Pete had learned of the bandits 
and sent a man to the Mexican police at Magdalena, Sonora. 
Pete asked the police to go to a bluff at the point where 
the Santa Cruz River crossed the border. Then, gathering a 
party of his men and neighbors, Pete started a wide hunt 
for the bandits. Like beaters driving the tiger toward the 
hunter, Pete and his friends drove the outlaws south toward 
-Mexico where the Mexican police captured them. Pete and

18. Proctor, Tucson, Tubac, Tumacacori, To Hell, 
35-36; William H . Westover, Yuma Footprints (Tucson:
Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society, 1966), 13-18.
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his party arrived on the scene in time to witness the

19executions of the bandits.
John Rockfellow and his friend Bill Hartt rode to 

the Potrero and discussed mining with Pete Kitchen. They 
agreed to work Pete's "Monumental" mines which were located 
22 miles from the Potrero in the Pajarito Mountains on the 
Arizona-Sonora line and about 12 miles southwest of 
Calabasas. Rockfellow and Hartt worked the mines during 
the spring and summer of 1879 and discovered a lode heavy 
with silver which they called the Devil's Cache. On one of 
the trips they made to the Potrero every two weeks for 
supplies, Rockfellow offered Pete $1500 for a quarter 
interest in the mine but there is no record that Pete made

Ithe sale.
As Indian attacks lessened, Eastern interests in 

mining investments increased. Walter Servoss, another 
native of Rochester, New York, joined Rockfellow and Hartt 
at Pete's mines in the summer of 1879* That same summer 
Chicagoan John McArthur visited the Potrero and examined 
the Kitchen mines. What he saw so impressed him that he 
persuaded another brother to come out and recommended that 
his family purchase the mines.

Business was never far from entertainment and 
hospitality at the Potrero and Pete offered the fullest

19 * Rockfellow, Log of an Arizona Trail Blazer,
30-35*
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measure of both to his guests. One hot afternoon when 
Rockfellow was at the Potrero, too, the group was relaxing 
out in front of the ranchhouse. Pete had had a cartload of 
ripe melons brought up near the house. In a bit of verbal 
horseplay, John McArthur's brother suggested a shooting 
match with the target being a stone placed on top of the 
heap of melons. Weapons were obtained and the target set 
up.

Pete was standing behind the others near the front 
door. Rockf ellow was at a point where he could see the 
actions of everyone concerned. When it was his turn, John 
McArthur's brother lifted his gun and took aim. With a 
loud explosion the gun fired, the stone disintegrated, and 
the firer claimed the victory. But Rockfellow had seen 
Pete, moving with the precision and ease of a frontiersman, 
pick up his gun which was leaning against the door, aim and 
fire at the same time as the McArthur shot, then replace 
his weapon, resuming his original stance. Rockfellow knew 
who had really hit the stone and all of the other members
of the party except John McArthur eventually learned the
4. .. 20 truth.

20. Ibid., 37-^0; Weekly Arizona Miner, Prescott, 
October 31? 1&79 ? in John Andrew Rush file, APRS, Tucson; 
Arizona Daily Star, Tucson, October 22, 1879• Frank C. 
Lockwood wrote that McArthur's visit to the Potrero was in 
l880 but that date is not supported by contemporary 
accounts. Arizona Characters (Los Angeles: The Times- Mirror.Press’̂ 1928), 53.

There is little information available on Bill
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The business negotiations of that summer climaxed 

in late October of l8?9 when the McArthur family purchased 
the mines.̂

Prospectors were operating actively on and near the 
Potrero. One unidentified miner, working the foothills 
opposite the Potrero ranchhouse, found a large chunk of 
solid metal. The assay of that particular sample showed 
$3000 of silver to the ton. There is no record that the 
vein was extensive.

In January of 1880 Pete Kitchen was sixty years 
old. It was an age when most men would have sought a more 
retired way of life. Not so with Pete Kitchen. Inured to 
the difficulties and endless work of frontier, he was not

Hartt. Apparently he was William A. Hartt who, in 1891, 
operated a "showcase" farm and cattle ranch in the Santa 
Cruz Valley. A William J. Hartt, who did not live in 
southern Arizona, was a mining machinery salesman. Arizona 
Daily Star, Tucson, December 3, 1891; Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.

First called the Pajarito Mountains when surveyors 
for the Gadsden Purchase passed through the area, the 
mountains are also known as the Arizona Mountains and the 
Oro Blanco Mountains. The range extends north to south 
across the border from Sonora, Mexico. A mining community 
called Pajarito was located in the area. Barnes, Arizona 
Place Names, 321.

21. The exact purchase price is disputable. The 
Tucson Arizona Daily Star of October 22, l8?9 reported the 
sale for $1*1,000 while the Prescott Weekly Arizona Miner of 
October 31>--quoting the Tucson Citizen--noted a purchase price of $7,000.

22. Tucson Daily Citizen, January 13, 1880.



77
yet ready to seek a rocking chair. The coming times were 
not always to be easy.

One morning that January, Pete went out to the
corrals and began tying two mules together. He failed to
notice that he was becoming entangled in the twisting coils
of the long rope. When the mules moved suddenly, Pete fell
and was dragged until he lost consciousness. The family

23found him and rushed him to Tucson and a doctor's care.
Such was his resilient nature that within a month, Pete was
seen in Tucson loading fruit trees for the Potrero on a 

24wagon.
On March 27j 1880 Pete lost another close friend

and fellow rancher. Fifty-year-old Albert Case Benedict
died at Pete's home of "typhoid pneumonia." He left a
widow, Gregoria Alvarez Benedict, and four children: John,

25Albert Safford, James Gregory, and Mary C. v On March 30,
26Pete was in Tucson, perhaps for the funeral. 23 24 * 26

23. Arizona Daily Star, Tucson, January 17? 1880.
24. Tucson Daily Citizen, February 9? 1880.
25• Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson; Weekly Arizona 

Miner, Prescott, April 2, 1880; Arizona Weekly Star, Tucson 
April 1, 1880.

26. Tucson Daily Citizen, March 30, 1880. The 
records of Benedict's death state only that he died in 
Pete's home. They do not specify whether Benedict was at 
the Potrero or at Pete's Tucson residence at 321 South Main 
Street which is noted in the l88l edition of the Tucson 
City Directory (APHS, Tucson). It seems more likely that 
the death occurred in Tucson since Pete was there during that week.



As he had done on previous occasions, Pete Kitchen
performed his public duty during the elections of 1880. In
October at McArthur's store in the mining settlement of

27Pajarito, Pete was one of the judges for Precinct 32.
There is only one recorded incident where a

traveler did not enjoy what the Potrero had to offer. On
December 3j i860, "F.O.," traveling from Tucson to Sonora
by way of Calabasas, wrote to the editor of the Tucson
Daily Citizen: "At Pete Kitchen's near the frontier, I had
my first experience of a Mexican stage-road meal. It
consisted of fried potatoes and a nondescript article,
which someone called fried jerked meat. It was stringy,

28and tasteless, and in my opinion is fried asbestos."
"F.0 ."'s reception contrasted sharply with that

accorded to another visitor on April 19, 1882. There was
an excellent meal on that occasion and an added feature.
In the evening, one of Pete's adopted daughters— probably
the musically inclined Pauline— played a harp said to have
been made by the Yaqui Indians of Sonora. The Potrero was
in its prime and the visitor had found the ranch house

29surrounded by willow hedges and fruit trees.  ̂27 28 *

27. Tucson Daily Citizen, October 13, i860.
28. Letter, "From Tucson to Hermosillo," Tucson Daily Citizen, December 8, 1880.
29• Arizona Daily Star, Tucson, April 19, 1882.
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The December 31> 1880 issue of the Tucson Daily 

Citizen listed improvements on ranches in the area south 
of Tucson and noted that Pete had 1000 head of cattle 
which could sell for eight to ten dollars on the market 
at that time. The Citizen also noted that, while most of 
the cattle in southern Arizona were of the Texas and Sonora 
stock, fleshier Durhams and other breeds were being intro
duced.30 * 32

Pete frequently found time to invest in real
estate. On March 10, l88l for $60 he gave Tucsonan James

31P. Fuller a quitclaim deed to a lot in Tucson which he
had purchased in 1873 for four dollars.3  ̂ On March 31>
Pete paid C. P. Sykes #400 for a lot fronting on Market

3 3Street in the then growing community of Calabasas,JJ a few ' 
miles northeast of the Potrero.

30. Tucson Daily Citizen,' December 31 j 1880.
31• Pima County Deeds of Real Estate, Book 11, 39•
32. Pima County Deeds of Real Estate, Book 11, 37• 

While Pete made the original purchase on September 1, 1873» 
the deed was not recorded until January 13, 1882; Fuller's 
deed was recorded five days later.

A resident of Hermosillo, Sonora in the early 
l870's, James P. Fuller settled in the Tucson area in 1874, 
starting a horse and cattle ranch some 25 miles east of 
Tucson. He died in January of 1882. Tucson Citizen, 
November 29 and December 6 , l873> Arizona Daily Star, 
Tucson, January 24, 1882.

33• Pima County Deeds of Real Estate, Book 11,256-257.
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Southern Arizona was growing rapidly. Mining 

investors and other entrepreneurs were seeking other uses 
for land previously traversed only by grazing livestock and 
herders. Where Apaches once rode and raided freely, small 
farmers could plow the sod and live in comparative safety. 
Under such conditions the Potrero could be expected to 
continue to prosper and expand more each year.

In October 1880 the Tucson Daily Citizen had 
reported the impending construction of a railroad from 
Tucson to Guaymas by way of Tubac and Hermosillo. The 
railroad was to be built by the Arizona Southern Railroad 
Company which was backed by Tucson and Boston capitalists 
and had been organized and promoted by the founder of 
Calabasas, Charles P. Sykes. Arizona Directors of the '

34company included Sykes and A. K . Safford.
A railroad would be important to southern Arizona 

residents but the proposed route passed over Potrero lands 
and on June 275 1882 commissioners filed and obtained 
condemnation of a 100 foot wide strip of land crossing the 
Potrero. They assigned a value of $384.00 to the land.

Pete Kitchen never indicated whether the proposed 
railroad had any influence on his future plans. In 1882

34. Tucson Daily Citizen, October 13, 1880.
35* Pima County Deeds of Real Estate, Book 11, 

466-46?• The commissioners were acting on behalf of the 
proposed New Mexico and Arizona Railroad Company.
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he was 63 years old. The time apparently had come when he 
was beginning to think of a less energetic life in which he 
could live each day as he pleased without being obligated 
to certain required duties day after day. When the oppor
tunity for retirement came, he took it.

The lands of the Potrero lay within the boundaries 
of a land grant identified as the Baca Float. As a 
promoter of Calabasas and the railroad, Charles P . Sykes 
had plans and claims for the entire land grant area. On 
February 9, 1883, acting on the behalf of the Santa Rita 
Land and Mining Company, Sykes paid Pete and Rosa Kitchen 
#5,000 for their'home. An era was ending; a new life 
opening. Life at the home in Tucson offered new horizons 
for exploration, exploitation, and enjoyment and Pete 
Kitchen was just the man for the opportunity.

36. Pima County Deeds of Real Estate, Book 8, 221- 
222. Pete's acquaintance and Sykes' son-in-law, Joseph E. 
Wise recorded in his later years that Sykes paid Pete 
Kitchen a considerable sum of money but Wise's figures are 
not accurate. On one occasion he stated that the purchase 
price had been $84,000 and on another occasion that Pete 
had received $60,000. Such amounts are not supported by 
the deed. Wise did remember correctly that Sykes lost in 
the court battle over who actually owned the land grant 
area.

The Santa Rita Land and Mining Company sold portions 
of the Potrero and the ranchhouse and surrounding land are 
now owned by Kitchen chronicler, Gil Proctor.

Reminiscences of Joseph E. Wise in article "Border
ing History" in Kitchen scrapbook, Kit 62-p, APHS, Tucson; 
Reminiscences of Joseph E. Wise in Ignacio Bonillas file, APHS, Tucson.



CHAPTER V

THE LAST YEARS: 1883-1895

Peter Kitchen's last years were spent in Tucson. 
Retirement meant an end to the everyday physical labors of 
ranch life but not a finish to the energetic life to which 
he was accustomed. In April of 1883 Pete took his family 
to Guaymas for a visit. The waters of the Gulf offered 
recreation and Pete hired a boat so that he and his family 
could fish. While trolling Pete hooked a shark so large 
that it nearly capsized the boat. The boat owner feared 
that they would be upset and tried to cut the line but Pete 
stopped him. Never a man to bypass a challenge, Pete 
played the predator carefully and worked it near the boat 
then shot it.^

The Tucson home became as much of a gathering place 
for friends as the Potrero had been. John Rockfellow and 
two friends visited frequently and discussed good ranch 
locations with Pete. The three young adventurers sought a 
permanent base at which they could establish their own 
ranch. They traveled to the Salt River and Prescott areas 
but could not find a suitable site and the proposed 
partnership fell apart.

1• Arizona Weekly Citizen, Tucson, April 8 , 1883.
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Rockfellow, however, was not willing to surrender

his dreams. Returning to Tucson, he eventually met A. J .
(Jack) Spencer. An older man, Spencer had led a life which
curiously paralleled that of Pete Kitchen. Kentucky born
and a veteran of service with Taylor's army in the Mexican
War, Spencer had crossed the plains to California by
covered wagon in the early 18501 s . He had come to Arizona

2as a driver for the Butterfield Overland Stage Company.
On August 8, 1883 with the advice and some finan

cial backing of Peter Kitchen, Rockfellow, Spencer, and Joe 
Phy went to the Cochise Stronghold area and filed a claim 
for land on which they planned to start ranching. Their
mailing address was Dragoon, Arizona with their range being

3 'Sulphur Springs Valley. In November Walter Servoss joined
the ranchers and they built a new house. During the
Christmas holidays the four men went to Tucson where Jack

2. Rockfellow, Log of an Arizona Trail Blazer,
74-76.

3. Ibid., 79-86. Josephus "Joe" Phy was born in 
Platte, Missouri on May 22, 1845. He came to Arizona at 
the age of 15 and found a home with Mrs. Granville Oury in 
Florence, Arizona. Phy first operated a freighting business 
based in Wickenburg then went to Tucson and did some pros
pecting. Settling in Tucson, Phy and Mrs. Oury's brother 
started a water works to provide drinking water for Tucson 
residents. In the 1880' s, Phy served as a Deputy Sheriff 
of Pinal County and caused much controversy over his 
apparently harsh methods of handling prisoners. As rival 
candidates for the position of Sheriff of Pinal County, Joe 
Phy and the incumbent sheriff, Peter Gabriel fought on May 
30, 1888. Though he was rated as an excellent gunman, Phy 
was killed. Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.
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Spencer died♦ Spencer's interest in the five year partner
ship contract was given to Joe Phy who later sold it to 
Pete Kitchen. /

The following spring the partnership bought cattle 
to stock the new ranch and an unidentified Eastern resident 
invested in the enterprise. A brand was eventually regis
tered to Rockfellow, Servoss, and Kitchen and the ranch 
prospered. By the time the partnership contract ended,

4Rockfellow had bought out his partners. There is no 
record of whether Pete Kitchen ever received a profit from 
his investment.

In February of 1884 Pete applied and was accepted 
as a member of the organization now known as the Arizona 
Pioneers' Historical Society.̂  Even while history was 
being made, there was an early sense of camaraderie and a 
desire to leave an organized record of what was done and 
by whom to tame a wild country.

That same month Gregoria Alvarez Benedict Chamber- 
lain, widow of Pete's friend Albert Case Benedict, died^

4. Rockfellow, Log of an Arizona Trail Blazer, 95“ 
96, 98. Rockfellow records an added note on Walter Servoss, 
who, he wrote, had once been employed as a United States 
consular office clerk somewhere in South America and thus 
spoke fluent Spanish. John Rockfellow died in Los Angeles 
on May l6, 194? and was buried in Willcox, Arizona. Ibid., Appendix.

5• Records of APHS, Tucson.
6. Albert Case Benedict folder, Hayden Files,APHS*, Tucson.
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leaving an estate of $3000 to six children--four by- 
Benedict and two small sons from her remarriage. In early 
1885 the Pima County Probate Court awarded guardianship of 
the elder Benedict children, John, age 15, and Albert 
Safford, age l4 to Tucson resident Tomas Tapia. When Tapia 
died within the year, the guardianship was given to 
Frederick Maish.

Pete Kitchen was not a man to allow the orphaned 
children of a friend to lack a home. Appointed adminis
trator of the estate he officially adopted eleven-year-old 
James Benedict changing the boy's name to James Benedict 
Kitchen.̂

Living in Tucson Pete was able to take active
interest in civic affairs. From 1876 on he had registered
to vote each two years and presumably cast his ballot at

8each election at which he was able to get to the polls.
In Tucson there were additional opportunities. On February 
18, 1885, for instance, when the winter cold had abated a

7• Report of Docket #391, Pima County Probate 
Court, in Benedict folder, Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.
Tomas Tapia was employed on the A. C . Benedict ranch and on 
one recorded occasion helped Benedict repell a savage Apache 
attack. APHS Files, Tucson.

One may well wonder if Pete did not see in young 
James an older, living version of the four-year-old 
Santiago (James) Kitchen listed in the United States Census 
of I87O but lost to historical record and presumably dead in childhood.

8. Information taken from the Great Register of 
Pima County in Kitchen file, APHS, Tucson.
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little, Pete, Fred Maish, and others gathered at the court-

9house.for the meeting of the Board of Supervisors.
Pete was giving thought to Rosa's security in the 

event of his death. On June 2, 1885 he made an indenture 
granting title to their Tucson house and lot to Rosa and 
her heirs in consideration of her years of love and devo
tion."*"̂  The house which he gave to Rosa was a full one. 
Besides James Benedict Kitchen, Rosa's nieces Pauline and 
Nieves lived there as did the other girls on several 
occasions. The girls were growing to young womanhood and 
Pete's favorite, the lovely Pauline, had many suitors. In 
October of 1885 Pauline married rancher Thomas Casanega in 
Calabasas. The young couple made their home on Obregon 
Street in Nogales where Pauline managed the house with the 
competence for which she had been trained.

In January of 1886 Pete became ill but his friend 
and fellow pioneer Nelson Van Alstine rebuked public gossip 
about the sickness saying that Pete only had a sore toe and 
would probably outlive half of those who said he was

9• February 18, 1885 entry, George 0 . Hand's 
diary, APHS, Tucson.

10. Pima County Deeds of Real Estate, Book 13)
97-98.

11. PK scrapbook, Kit 62-p, APHS, Tucson; Lockwood, 
Arizona Characters, 48. One note states that Thomas 
Casanega was a native of the Dalmatian area of Yugoslavia 
and had emigrated to the United States with a cousin.



dying. Whether Van Alstine was wrong or Pete contracted 
another illness is not known, but in March Pete had re
covered enough from an illness to be able to walk about 
Tucson, chatting with his friends and joking that he could 
not afford to die as the undertaker's charges would be too 
high.12 13 14 15

Records of Pete Kitchen's remaining years are
scanty. On April 2? ■> 1889, owing dues, Pete wrote to the
Pioneers' Society asking that his name be removed from the

14membership rolls. His guardianship-adoption of James
Benedict Kitchen ended when he reported to the court that
he had provided more than three years of schooling for the

15boy and that James had become self-supporting.
He made several real estate transactions during his 

last years and they all involved the exchange of relatively 
small amounts of money. For 825 in 189O, Pete sold to 
Calabasas resident and acquaintance Joseph E. Wise, the

8?
12

12. Arizona Mining Index, Tucson, January 23j 
1886. Born in l8l6, Nelson Van Alstine came to Arizona 
from Canajohari, New York in 1856. Like Pete Kitchen, he 
was a veteran of the Mexican War and became a rancher. He 
owned a ranch at the point where the Tucson road crossed 
the Santa Cruz River two miles north of Tubac. Van Alstine 
died at his Tanque Verde Ranch on March l4, 1898. Weekly 
Arizonian, August 4, 1859; Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.

13• Arizona Mining Index, Tucson, March 13, 1886.
14. Peter Kitchen to the Arizona Society of 

Pioneers, April 27, 1889, APHS, Tucson.
15. Report of Docket #391, Pima County Probate 

Court, in Benedict folder, Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.
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lot in Calabasas which he had purchased years before.
During the last years Pete purchased and then sold several
lots in what were known as the Riecker's and Buell's

17additions to Tucson.
On March 7? 1895 when he was approximately 75 years

13of age, Pete Kitchen became ill once more, < so ill that he
made his will the next day. The will reflected a conflict
between Pete and his adopted son for, beyond providing for
the payment of any funds still due James Benedict Kitchen
from his mother's estate, Pete bequeathed only $20 to the
young man stating that, "while yet a minor, and in my old
age, when his services would have been valuable to me, he
refused and neglected and refused to render such 

19services." 6 * 18 19

l6 . Pima County Deeds of Real Estate, Book l6, 
191-192. Joseph Enos Wise was born in Waynesburg, 
Pennsylvania in 1867 and came to Arizona in 1883 at the age 
of l6. Wise served as Mayor of Nogales and in the Arizona 
State Legislature. He died on December l4, 1952. Hayden 
Files, APHS, Tucson.

17• Pima County Deeds of Real Estate, Book 15? 
284-285; Book 16, 328; Book 26, 14-15 and 288-289. The 
only information available indicates that the Buell Addi
tion was opened by Tucson lawyer James Buell. C. C.
Wheeler file, APHS, Tucson.

Annie F . Riecker was born in England and came to 
Arizona in 1877 with her husband, Paul, who, as a federal 
surveyor conducted a survey of the Grand Canyon. The 
couple settled in Tucson and were real estate developers. 
University of Arizona Bulletin No. 4, September, 1958.

18. Arizona Citizen, Tucson, March 7, 1895.
19. Docket No. 108l, Pima County Probate Court, in Kitchen file, APHS, Tucson.



At 2:30 in the morning of August 5) 1895i the ranks 
of Arizona frontiersmen lost a distinguished member when 
Peter Kitchen died of natural causes at his Tucson home.
He was 76 years of age. His death left a void which news
papers could not adequately fill with eulogies. It was 
fitting that the Arizona Pioneers' Society paid the $40.00 
expenses for the funeral held at five in the afternoon at 
his home on August 6, 1895• The crowds at the funeral were 
large. Fellow pioneers Charles 0 . Brown, Thomas Driscoll, 
Samuel Hughes, Charles A. Shibell, C. T. Etchells, and
William J . Osborn served as pallbearers. The service was

20read by J . A. Zabriskie. 20

89

20. Arizona Daily Star, Tucson, August 6 , 1895j 
Arizona Weekly Citizen, Tucson, August 10, 1895; The Oasis, 
Nogales, August 10, 1895; Tucson Daily Citizen, August 6, 
1895; Pioneer Society Minutes, September 14, lo95 > APHS, Tucson.

Charles Owen Brown was born in West Port, New York, 
on October 2?, 1829 and ran away from home at the age of 
12. After shipwreck and rescue off the Mexican Coast, he 
made his way overland to California. Brown became involved 
with the group of scalphunters who took over the Yuma ferry 
in the early 1850's but escaped when the Yuma Indians 
killed his friends. In 1862 Brown paid $500 to an officer 
of the California Column for the right to operate a saloon 
and gambling hall in Tucson and opened his "Congress Hall." 
The saloon became one of the showpieces of the area. The 
Territorial Legislature met there on one occasion, and 
General and Mrs. George Crook were entertained there. Brown 
sold his interest in the saloon in 1879 to engage fulltime 
in mining activities. He died on August 13, 1908. Hayden Files, APHS.

Charles Alexander Shibell was born in St. Louis, 
Missouri on August l4, l84l and went to California in i860. 
He reached Tucson in 1864 and until 1887 was engaged in 
mining, ranching, freighting, and mercantile enterprises. 
From 1874 to 1876 he was a Pima County Deputy Sheriff and 
served as Sheriff from 1877 to l88l. He operated the
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Problems and mysteries seemed to occur frequently 

in Peter Kitchen's life and they continued after his death.
On May l6, 1896 John Benedict, J . B . Kitchen's 

elder brother filed a petition asking to be appointed 
administrator of the estate and received the appointment a 
month later. When Pete's will was filed in probate, it 
indicated dispersement of the aforenoted $20 to James 
Benedict Kitchen, provided for payment of all of Pete's 
just and legal debts, and left the remainder of the estate 
to Rosa. Thomas Driscoll was appointed executor of the 
estate against the protests of J. B. Kitchen. The Probate 
Court set aside all personal property for Rosa's use and by 
the end of 1896 allowed payment of claims totalling 
$2,839*48 against the estate. Whether the claims were 
actually paid or not has not been determined but if they 
were there is rather naturally a question as to why the 
Pioneers' Society paid the funeral expenses. Pete's 21

Palace Hotel in Tucson from l88l to 1884 and became Pima 
County Recorder in 1888. Shibell died in Tucson on October
21, 1908, aged 67• Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.

Born at Ypsilanti, Michigan on June 8, l837j 
Charles Tanner Etchells came to Tucson in the late i860' s.
He died in Tucson on August 231 1900. Hayden Files, APHS, 
Tucson.

James Albert Zabriskie was born in New Brunswick,
New Jersey on May 29j 1843 and first came through Arizona 
during the Civil War. For a number of years before settling 
in Tucson, he was the federal district attorney for the El 
Paso, Texas district. Zabriskie also served as the United 
States Attorney for Arizona. He died on April 22, 1904. 
Tucson Arizona Citizen, April 22, 1904; Arizona Daily Star, 
Tucson, February 23, 1883; Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.
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household goods had been inventoried and assigned a total 
value of &40.

James Benedict Kitchen filed against the estate and
received a judgment in the amount of $1733--possibly for

21the remainder owed him from his mother's estate. He 
apparently remained on good terms with Rosa for it was at 
the Kitchen Tucson home that twenty-four-year-old James 
Benedict Kitchen died of a heart ailment on February 3i 
1898.21 22

On December 19? 1895 while the estate was being
settled, W. W . Chapel, mayor of Appleton City, Missouri,
wrote Frank Hereford of Tucson on behalf of "the children
of a brother of Mr. Kitchen" asking if the estate had been
claimed. There is no record of any further correspondence '
and Pete Kitchen's brother fades into the obscurity from 

23which he came. J

21. Docket No. 108l , Pima County Probate Court, in 
Kitchen file, APHS, Tucson; Letter, Frank Hereford to James 
Benedict, Benedict folder, Hayden Files, APHS, Tucson.

22. Arizona Daily Star, Tucson, February 4, 1898. 
First employed in 1892 by the Arizona Daily Star, James 
Benedict Kitchen had been manager of his brother, John's, 
Stone House Ranch on the Santa Cruz near the Mexican 
Border. Feeling ill, James had gone to Tucson for medical 
attention. At one in the morning of February 3, he had 
entered Rosa Kitchen's bedroom, fainted, and died not long after.

23• W . W. Chapel to F. H . Hereford, December 19, 
1895, in Hereford file, APHS, Tucson. Prosperous Tucson 
lawyer and sometimes mayor, Frank H. Hereford was born on 
November 21, i860 and died on February 15, 1928. APHS 
Files, Tucson.
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Pete's favorite niece, Pauline Casanega bore her
husband six children. Nineteen years of age when she
married Thomas Casanega, Pauline always remained closely
tied by affection to Pete Kitchen. Her health began to
fail shortly after Pete's death and she often expressed the
desire to die since he was gone. In April of 1899 Pauline

24died, having survived Peter Kitchen by 32 months.
Rosa Verdugo Kitchen remained in Tucson for a

number of years living in the Main Street house with her
niece, Nieves. In March of 1896 she transferred title to
the property to Nieves for no cost but repurchased it for
one dollar the following June. On October 16, 1897 Rosa
made her final sale of the property to Thomas Casanega for 

25$500. Then, as was the case with so many Arizona 
pioneers, she faded from historical record. The date and^"- 
place of her death are unknown.

Pete Kitchen's remains also lie in an unmarked 
grave. He probably was buried in the Court Cemetery, 
located on Tenth Avenue between Second Street and Speedway 
in Tucson. That cemetery was opened for burials on June 1, 
1875 at which time the old National Cemetery which was at 
the site of the present Arizona Daily Star Building was 
closed. In 1907 the Court Cemetery also was closed and

24. PK scrapbook, Kit 62-p, APHS, Tucson.
25. Pima County Deeds of Real Estate, Book 27,

258, 334, 780-781.



attempts made to locate and move all bodies to the new
graveyard but apparently not all were taken. In 1950 a
workman excavating for a service station tank pit found
skeletons and in 1953 other remains were found during
excavations for a basement addition to the Tucson News-

26papers, Inc. Building.
In the northwest corner of the Evergreen Cemetery

at Oracle Road and Miracle Mile in Tucson there is a
section of graves of the old pioneers. Five graves--of

27persons who died between l88b and 1910--are unmarked. 
Perhaps Pete lies there, perhaps he lies yet undiscovered 
beneath the growing complex that is present day Tucson.
In some ways it is better for it is not the mouldering 
remains but the memories of the deeds that testify to the 
full measure of manhood.

Pete Kitchen's death came as the old days were 
dying. The Indians were all sequestered on reservations 
and, while personal vendettas would continue the frontier 
atmosphere for a few more years, the battles between 
settlers and Indians had ended.

Evaluations of Peter Kitchen have been attempted 
frequently. He has been called the "Daniel Boone of

26. Information on cemeteries in Edith C.
Tompkins Collection, Box 1, APHS, Tucson.

27- Arizona Daily Star, July 20, 1949, in Tompkins file, APHS, Tucson.
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Arizona" and a "true blue." He more than matched those 
descriptions. Pete left no legislative or judicial heritage 
to Arizona. What he did leave was a record of tenacious 
courage that has made him a legend to Arizonans. He fitted 
the times as the times fitted him. When others had need, 
Pete supplied what they required. He was, in every way, a 
true friend. He found a place in a wilderness and therei 
successfully resisting all the adversities of the environ
ment, he built a home--a tiny empire--where he and his 
family could live happily and securely. It was perhaps the 
Tucson Daily Citizen which best summarized Pete Kitchen as

. . . one of the most remarkable men that ever
faced the frontier dangers of the far southwest.
What these dangers were, few people not actual 
participants in them can conceive or appreciate, 
but they were with him waking and sleeping.
Safety for him and his depended almost wholly on 
his own tremendous courage . . . .

He could truly say with MacBeth "I dare do 
all that may become a man, who dares do more isnone."29

29• Tucson Daily Citizen, August 6 , 1895
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