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PREFACE

Interest in early Arizona Journalism has produced a 
variety of reminiscences, articles, and books, usually with 
emphasis on the colorful characters and events associated 
with the frontier. However, few studies have explored in 
any depth the business of managing, editing, or writing for 
early Arizona papers. The present work is an attempt to 
help fill this gap. It is not a social history of Arizona 
as seen through newspaper columns, nor is it an analysis of 
Journalistic trends on the frontier. The emphasis of this 
study is upon the establishment, production, and maintenance, 
or suspension of the earliest newspapers in Arizona between 
1859 and I87I. Hopefully, it presents a detailed examination 
of all elements involved in their operation. Since people 
controlled and produced these papers, biographical information 
about the owners, editors, and printers is included. Also, 
certain political matters and public and private issues, 
mentioned in news and editorial columns of the papers in 
this period, are explored to help explain the who, why, how, 
what, when, and where of these papers.

Six newspapers were b o m  in Arizona between 1859 
and I87I, and taking into consideration changes in editors, 
owners, and place of publication, some fifteen or sixteen 
separate newspaper entities can be clearly traced. Only

ill
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three papers survived for any significant length of time, 
and just one of these has continued to the present. During 
this period, newspapers were published at least briefly in 
five different communities by a large number of semi-itinerant 
editors, publishers, printers, and other helpers. By the end 
of the period, journalism, like the territorial population, 
was centered in Prescott and Tucson.

The year 1871 was selected as a cutoff date because 
it was a natural dividing line between the early short-lived 
territorial newspapers, and those which eventually grew into 
the permanent press of Arizona. The Tucson Arizonan, suc
cessor to Arizona's first newspaper, suspended publication 
in that year. Also, the Arizona Citizen, which was founded 
during the last quarter of I87O, became firmly established 
as the Territory's first paper to survive to the present.
The Arizona Miner spanned both periods and represents a 
transition between them. For this reason it is carried 
slightly beyond 1871.

Source material on Arizona journalism, which comes 
mainly from editorials, articles, and obscure news items 
burled in the columns of the newspapers themselves, is scarce, 
primarily because a limited number of original issues of the 
papers studied have survived to the present. Hopefully, mis
sing copies of Arizona’s frontier newspapers will eventually 
be found, and the larger gaps will be filled. Letters, 
reminiscences, or records of the men who owned, edited, or



r
set type on these papers, are very rare, and where they do 
exist, they are more concerned with the colorful and dramatic 
than they are with the elements of newspaper history with 
which this work Is chiefly Interested.
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ABSTRACT

The earliest Arizona newspapers appearing between 
1859 and I87I were divided into two groups: pre-Civil War 
papers which were started mainly as the voice of mining 
interests or Southern sympathizers, and, after a two-year 
hiatus during the war, territorial papers which owed their 
existence to early political interests. All five or six 
papers in both groups had as their stated purpose the advance
ment and development of the interests of Arizona, and all were 
vigorous, aggressive, and intensely personal. Their existence 
was precarious in the five frontier communities where they 
were produced, and this thesis attempts to present a detailed 
examination of all elements involved in the business of manag
ing, editing, or writing for these early Arizona newspapers. 
Similar characteristics and problems marked the papers which 
were established and functioned between 1859 and I87I, and 
half of them succumbed quickly to the frustrations of insuf
ficient operating expenses, small subscription and advertis
ing lists, lack of supplies, and irregular mail deliveries. 
Nevertheless, all of them contributed significantly to the 
establishment of journalism, kept their readers informed on 
local and national events, and became important sources of 
contemporary history.

lx



Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

Mining and politics brought journalism to Arizona, 
but its establishment was dependent upon the efforts of indi
vidual editors who conducted what were virtually one-man 
operations. From its beginning in 1859» the press in Arizona 
was vigorous, aggressive, and intensely personal, thriving in 
the mining communities and political centers of Arizona. 
However, from 1862-64, it apparently succumbed to the 
North-South conflict and territorial political rivalries in 
which editors, owners, and publishers were caught up. When 
the press reappeared in 1864, as the voice of the newly created 
Territory of Arizona, it retained many of the characteristics 
of the initial period, but had a new focus on territorial 
organization, growth, and development, which was to help 
carry Arizona to statehood early in the following century.

The first printing press in the Southwest apparently 
was one brought into Mexican New Mexico in 1843 and used at 
Santa F6 to print a newspaper of only four issues called 
El Crepdsculo, the first newspaper in New Mexico or Arizona

1. Josiah Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies, edited by 
Max L. Moorhead (Norman, Oklahoma, 1954), p. 142;Douglas 
C. McMurtie, "The History of Early Printing in New Mexico,"
New Mexico Historical Review, vol. 4, no. 4 (October, 192?), 
pp. 372-410.

1
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Other short-lived papers appeared in Santa PS In 1840 and
1845> but there was little need or demand for a newspaper 

2at that time.
After the Gadsden Purchase opened up the lands south 

of the Gila River in 1854, two mining engineers, Charles D. 
Poston and Herman Ehrenherg, prospected in the areas around 
Tubac and AJo and did much in the eastern United States to 
publicize the mining possibilities of Arizona. While in 
Cincinnati Poston was instrumental in organizing the Sonora 
Exploring and Mining Company for the purpose of working the 
Tubac mines. Two years later, another company to be based 
in Tubac was financed largely by the same men and named the 
Santa Rita Silver Mining Company. One expense to be shared 
by both companies, and probably a minor one in comparison 
with the major investments necessary to establish mines in an 
area as remote as Tubac, was for the purchase and transport 
of a printing press and the publication of a newspaper in 
Arizona.3

When the first printing press was brought into the 
area of the Gadsden Purchase in 1859» that region was the 
neglected western portion of Dona Ana County, Territory of

2. James H. McCllntock, Arizona: Prehistoric. Abori
ginal, Pioneer, Modem, vol. 2 (Chicago, 19l6J, p. 566.

3» pie Weekly Arizonian (Tubac), July 21, 1859, p. 2, 
cited hereafter as Arizonian, except where indicated, regard
less of formal name! All issues through July 21, 1859, 
published at Tubac, and thereafter at Tucson.
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New Mexico. (See Figure 1, p. 4) With the territorial 
capital in Santa F6, Arizona, as the area was called, received 
little government aid or political recognition. For several 
years, efforts had been under way unsuccessfully to organize 
the entire southern portion of New Mexico as the Territory 
of ArizonaResidents of the area were almost entirely on 
their own, with the exception of token military protection. 
Army posts had been established at Fort Yuma in 1849 to pro
tect the Colorado River crossing. Fort Defiance in 1851 as a 
base of operations against the Navajos in northeastern 
Arizona, Fort Buchanan in 1856 as a protection for emigrants 
from the Apache menace in the southeastern section, and Fort 
Mojave in 1859 as a protection for emigrants in the northwest 
on their way to California.^ Tucson and Tubao, which had 
both been Mexican presidios before the Gadsden Purchase, were 
the only settlements of any size, and the former left a 
decidedly unattractive impression, at least upon Phoclon Way 
when he saw the town during the summer of 1858:

June 12th. Arrived at Tucson about 6 o'clock last 
evening. We had heard bad reports of this town all 
along the route, and we were fully prepared to see a 
miserable place— and we were not in the least disap
pointed. It contains about 200 inhabitants, all 
Mexican and Indians with the exception of about a dozen.

4. B. Sacks, Be It Enacted: The Creation of the Ter
ritory of Arizona (Phoenix, 1964), pp. 6-32, originally pub
lished in Arizona and the West, vol. 5, no. 1 (Spring, 1963), 
pp. 26-62, and no. 2 (Summerr’1963), pp. 109-48.

5. Bay Brandes, Frontier Military Posts of Arizona (Globe, Arizona, i960).
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Figure 1.— Gadsden Purchase and Territory of New Mexico - 1858.
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The houses here are all adobe and miserable ones 

at that. For miles before we arrived here the face 
of the country presented a desolate, forbidding 
aspect. It was almost a desert and beyond here they 
say it is entirely desert. There is a small creek 
runs through the town. The water is alkaline and 
warm. The hogs wallow in the creek, the Mexicans 
water their asses and cattle and wash themselves and 
their clothes and drink water out of the same creek.
The Americans have dug a well and procure tolerably 
good water, which they use. There are a few acres 
of land along the bottom cultivated by irrigation.
It never rains there— only in the rainy season and 
sometimes not then. There is very little air stirring, 
and if hell is any hotter than this I don’t want to 
go there.®

Way was happier with Tubac, describing it as
a paradise compared with Tucson. The scenery is 
beautiful. It is situated in a beautiful valley 
surrounded by mountains. The valley and hills are 
covered with timber— mesquite and cottonwood of a 
large growth. It is refreshing to the eye to 
look upon green foliage and lofty trees after 
travelling so long over sandy wastes and boundless 
prairies. The health here is fine, the water good, 
and there is plenty of good wholesome food. The 
town is occupied principally by the Sonora Exploring 
and Mining Company and the Santa Rita Silver Mining 
Company. They are so far as I have seen a fine look
ing intelligent set of men. Col. Poston is at their 
head here.'

Tubac was easily the more promising of the two towns 
in the latter part of the 1850s. In spite of Apache raids in 
the area, it prospered, due largely to the activities of the 
two mining companies located there. Although it had been an 
abandoned presidio when Poston first visited Tubac in 1854, 
by Christmas of the following year he estimated that the Santa

6. William A. Duffen (ed.), "Overland via Jackass 
Mail in 1858; The Diary of Phocion R. Way” Arizona and the West, vol 2 (i960), pp. 159-160.

7. Ibid., p. 280.
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Cruz Valley in the vicinity of Tubac had a population of 

81,000 people• The Sonora Exploring and Mining Company had
early opened a trading post which attracted Mexicans and
Americans from many miles away. In addition to providing
household supplies, cloth, guns, and many other items, the
store also became a news and social center where customers
could swap stories and read the newspapers brought in with
the supplies from California. Until 1859» the company store
served the residents of the Santa Cruz Valley as a very

oimportant source for news.
By 1858, Tubac society no longer consisted just of

miners, prospectors, and wayfarers. Poston spoke very highly
of the cultivated engineers and employees of the company who
had graduated from European universities, and of the gracious
ladies who could speak several languages and play several
instruments. Mexican women were also attracted to Tubac
because civil wars in Mexico had depleted the male population
and reduced the opportunities for good marriages. Another
part of Tubac society was a camp of about a hundred friendly
Papago Indians who mined salt and traded it in Tubac and Tucson.

The mining company officials also enjoyed the 
social life in Tubac regularly. Some of them lived 
in town, but those who stayed at the mining camps 8 9

8. A. W. Gressinger, Charles D. Poston. Sunland Seer (Globe, Arizona, 1961), pp. 30-34.
9. Marvin Allsky, "Arizona's First Newspaper; The 

Weekly Arizonian, 1859," New Mexico Historical Review, vol.
34 (April, 1950), p. 135•
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always came in for Sunday dinner. Turkey, stuffed 
with pine nuts, was a favorite on the Sunday menu, 
and a favorite after dinner diversion was a horseback 
ride with the ladies to the old Tumacacori Mission.
Plenty of horses and saddles were always available 
for the afternoon*s gallop. In the summer time the 
shady peach orchards at the village*s edge were a 
pleasant place of retreat. The deep places in the 
river made excellent bathing pools when cleared 
out and sheltered from the hot sun.10

The movement of goods and personnel into Tubac was 
greatly facilitated during the winter of 1858 when a stage 
line was established between Port Buchanan and Tubac.

This was the community in which Arizona’s first news
paper was born. Although Tubac was at that time the most 
promising settlement in Arizona, the publication of a fron
tier newspaper there was a major challenge to the abilities 
of those who undertook the job.

10. Doris W. Bents, "The History of Tubac, 1752-1948," 
unpublished Master’s thesis, University of Arizona, (1949),
pp. 100—108•



Chapter 2

ARIZONA'S FIRST NEWSPAPER

Early in January, 1859> a supply train lumbered into 
Tubac, laden with the first cargo of its kind to enter the 
region of the Gadsden Purchase— a Washington hand-lever press. 
The press was an old, cumbersome piece of machinery which had 
been taken apart for the long river-sea-overland trip from 
Cincinnati. Several strong men were needed to unload and 
assemble the various parts of the veteran press, which was 
stamped with the number 25 by the Central Type Foundry, an 
eastern firm which had gone out of business.^ The press had 
already performed for a number of years before it was set up 
in Tubac, and it was to operate off and on for perhaps another 
twenty-five years•

William Wrlghtson, an official of the Santa Rita Silver
Mining Company, is credited with bringing the press from Ohio
during the latter part of 1858, although its exact route and

2time of arrival were not recorded. Neither is it known 
whether Wrlghtson himself accompanied the press, or whether 1 2

1. William Hattich, "Highlights on Arizona's First Printing Press," Arizona Historical Review, vol. 3, no. 3 
(October, 1930), p • 68. The Central Type Foundry was not 
identified.

2. Charles D. Poston, "In Memorium," Arizona Daily 
Star (Tucson), March 11, 1880, p. 1.

8
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it reached Tubac shortly after he did. James H. McClintock 
said that the press "was bought in Cincinnati and was brought 
in by way of Guaymas."^ William Hattich said it was brought

h,from Ohio around the Horn to Guaymas, then by oxcart to Tubac. 
And Hanlel Long described it as having been brought around the 
Horn from Baltimore.̂  According to Richard E. Sloan and Ward 
R. Adams, "the printing press was brought by pack train— over
land. . . ."3 4 * 6

It appears more likely, however, that the exact route 
followed was an altogether different one which the company*s 
first expedition followed to Tubac several weeks earlier.?
The expedition left Cincinnati during the second week of May, 
1858, traveling by rlverboat down the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers to New Orleans, by steamer to the Texas Gulf Coast port 
of Indianola, and by overland coach across Texas and New Mexico

3. Arizona, vol. 2, p. 501.
4. "Highlights," p. 68.
5» Pinon County (New York, 1941), p. 171.
6. History of Arizona (Phoenix, 1930), p. 42?.
?. The purpose of this expedition was "to select a 

suitable site for permanent buildings, and erect the most 
necessary ones; to open all the various mining fields claimed 
by the Company . . .  to make roads from the main road to the 
head-quarters . • . and to secure, by purchase, a valuable 
ranche [sic]." Second Annual Report of the Santa Rita Silver 
Mining Company, made to the stockholders. March 19. i860.
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to southern Arizona. It reached the Santa Rita camp on 
June 19 and began at once to build houses in preparation for
the arrival of Wrightson's expedition "in less than two months." 
However, the anticipated two months turned out to be six and 
a half m o n t h s W r i g h t s o n  later reported that he arrived at 
the Santa Rita camp on January 3> 1859» and that "the train 
with the tools, goods, etc., arrived at Tubac, or rather at 
Tomacacori [sic], on the evening of Jan. 10. . . If
Wrightson did in fact bring the first printing press to 
Arizona, it most likely arrived on January 10, 1859» with the 
supply train mentioned in his official report. This would 
allow enough time for the press to be set up, newsprint secured, 
and an editor and typesetter engaged before the first issue 
of The Weekly Arizonian was issued on March 3*

8

9

8. For a complete account of this journey and details 
of activities of the establishment of the company's mining 
operations at Tubac, see Duffen, "Overland," pp. 35-53, l4?-64, 
279-92, 353-70.

9. Ibid., p. 281.
10. Wrightson*s party apparently left Ohio ahead of 

him, with the expectation that he would soon overtake them. 
While waiting for him at Port Lavaca on the Texas coast, they 
sent a letter dated August 14 to a company official at Tubac, 
explaining that their wagons were loaded and ready to start 
the overland trip, but that they had heard nothing from 
Wrightson. Ibid., p. 367* The last entry in Phocion Way's 
diary, dated October 17, 1859, indicated that those in Tubac 
had still received no word from Wrightson. Ibid., p. 370.

11. "General Agent's Report" dated Cincinnati, 
September, 1859, from W. Wrightson to Dr. Geo. Mendenhall, 
President, in Second Annual Report. Santa Rita Silver Mining 
Company. p. 9*
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William Wrightson, who was general agent for the 

Santa Rita Company, also served as publisher, or more 
correctly, publisher’s agent of the newspaper which the 
Santa Rita and Sonora mining companies supported• Although 
b o m  in Albany, New York, in 1832, and educated for the 
Episcopal ministry, Wrightson was familiar with both 
journalism and Arizona. In 1852, he joined his brother,
Thomas, in the editorship of the Cincinnati Railroad Record, 
an exponent of railroad expansion from the Mississippi River 
to the Pacific. When the owners of the Record organized a 
company to explore the newly acquired Gadsden Purchase area, 
Wrightson became the new firm’s secretary, "and aided materi
ally and mentally in sustaining the explorers in the then 
remote Arizona." Wrightson left his post as editor of the 
Railroad Record when the Santa Rita Silver Mining Company 
was formed, and with another brother, John, journeyed to Tubac. 
Thomas remained in Cincinnati to look after the Railroad 
Record and a book and job printing office operated by the 
brothers there, Their advertisements appeared regularly in 
The Weekly Arizonian as soon as the pioneer journal was 
started in Tubac.

Wrightson was too busy as agent for the company to 
take on the additional responsibilities of editing a newspaper, 12

12. Biographical information about Wrightson from Poston, "In Memorlum." See note 2.
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and he selected for the job a journalist named Edward E.
Cross. Cross was b o m  on April 22, 1832, in Lancaster, New 
Hampshire, and received his education at the local common 
school and academy. At the age of fifteen he was apprenticed 
as a printer, and two years later he became foreman of the 
Coos Democrat. After two years as a journeyman printer in 
Cincinnati, Cross was hired as an editor of the Cincinnati 
Times in 185^, and acted as correspondent for the New York 
Herald and other newspapers. In the same year, he canvassed 
the state of Ohio for the American party.^ Later, in the 
West, a number of his stories appeared in eastern papers under 
the pen name, "Richard Everett." In St. Louis, Cross was 
employed as an agent for the St. Louis and Arizona mining

14company in which he later became a substantial stockholder. 
There are conflicting opinions about Cross’s exact date of 
arrival in Arizona, and the route he followed, but he himself 
later wrote: "I came to Arizona in November, 1858, and my 
business was partially to correspond with several leading 13 14

13. This was the Know-Nothing party which became 
most Influential in 1854-55• It advocated the exclusion of 
Catholics and foreigners from public office and called for 
a twenty-one-year residency before immigrants could become 
citizens. The party collapsed after the 1856 election, and 
many of its followers, including Cross, no doubt, joined the 
Republican ranks. Richard B. Morris (ed.), Encyclopedia of 
American History (New York, 1953)* P» 218.

14. James Grant Wilson and John Piske, Appleton*s 
Cyclopaedia of American Biography, vol. 2 (New York, 1887), 
pp. 19-20; Estelle Lutrell, Newspapers and Periodicals of 
Arizona, 1859-1911, University of Arizona Bulletin, vol. 20, 
no. 3 (Tucson, 1949), p. 80.
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Journals in the United States, to give, as far as possible, 
a true statement of the condition, resources, and prospects 
of Arizona

It is not known whether Wrightson hired Cross to 
edit the proposed Tubac paper before or after coming to 
Arizona, but Wrightson undoubtedly knew Cross and his abili
ties during their contemporary newspaper days in Cincinnati. 
Apparently Cross did some traveling between the time of his 
arrival in November and the beginning of his new editorial 
responsibilities after the first of the year, perhaps gather
ing news for the St. Louis Republican and other Eastern 
papers with which he corresponded. Albert D. Richardson, 
an old friend, told of one of Cross's adventures in El Paso 
about this time in which Cross "surreptitiously pocketed the 
tongue [from the bell in the old cathedral] and carried it

15• Letter by Cross dated April 24, 1859» printed 
in the Washington (D. C.) States of May 24, 1859, quoted in 
Allsky, "Arizona's First Newspaper," p. 139* Jo Ann Schmitt, 
in Fighting Editors: The Story of Editors Who Faced Sir-Shooters 
with Pens and Won (San Francisco, 1 9 5 ^ P» 3, said Cross traveled "from the nation's capitol to Arizona by way of 
Texas. . . . "  Wilson and Flske, Appleton* s, vol. 2, stated 
that "in 1858 he made a trip across the plains, taking the 
first steam-engine and the first printing-press that ever 
crossed the Rocky mountains." This would seem to refer to 
Wrightson*s supply expedition during the latter half of 1858, 
and tends to conform with B. Sacks* statement in "Sylvester 
Howry," The American West, vol. 1, no. 2 (Summer, 1964), p. 20, 
to the effect that "Cross had accompanied William Wrightson's 
party on its overland trip to the Gadsden Purchase in the 
autumn of I858. However, Cross's own statement that he 
arrived in November would seem to rule out the possibility 
of his having traveled with Wrightson*s party, which did not 
arrive until the following January. See p. 9.



to 'the states' as a curiosity. The natives so resented 
this sacrilege that Cross's life would not have been safe 
for a moment among them. He had been an editor in Cincinnati, 
and a rover through every state in the Union. • •

launching a newspaper, even a four-page, four-column, 
tabloid size, was a difficult undertaking, and Cross must 
have been extremely busy during the weeks prior to publica
tion of the first issue, planning the layout of the paper, 
determining the typography, soliciting and in some cases 
writing advertisements, selling subscriptions, gathering 
items of local news, editing reports from Sonora, clipping 
and reprinting news items from California and Eastern papers, 
supervising typesetting and composition or doing it himself, 
establishing subscription and advertising rates, and writing 
editorials, articles and anything else needed to fill the 
sixteen columns of his weekly paper. Even the mechanical 
operation of printing the newspaper was a back-breaking, 
time-consuming task, requiring nearly all day to turn out 
500 copies.

What part Wrlghtson played in the actual production 
of the paper is not known, but being a newspaper man himself, 
he was probably experiencing the same birth pangs as Cross.

16. Beyond the Mississippi (Hartford, Connecticut,
I867), p. 243“

17. R. G. Willson, "Terrible-Tempered Editor Wrote 
with a Pointed Pen," in Arizona Days and Ways, Arizona 
Republic (Phoenix), April i960, p. 32.

14
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After he had sent the first number to his former associates 
in Cincinnati, he wrote: "You have already been notified of 
the publication of our little sheet, and although it may 
look to you a small affair to get out such an one, yet I 
can assure you, it has been a hard task for me. It is not 
in every respect such as I could wish it to be, yet I hope 
to make such gradual changes in it, as will make it more
acceptable."^

Volume one, number one of the Tubac Weekly Arizonian 
was dated March 3, 1859» and on page 2 carried the following 
editorial which set forth Cross's and the paper's policies:

We commence to day the publication of a weekly 
newspaper under the above title, devoted to the 
interests of Arizona and the development of its 
resources• ° The territory we have selected for 
our home is unlike any other portion of the United 
States. Separated on the one hand by the broad, 
unsettled wastes of Texas and New Mexico from the 
Atlantic States, and on the other from the golden 
sands of California, it resembles neither region 
in its climate, soil or resources. Attached as 
we are now nominally to the Territory of New 
Mexico, and situated many hundred miles from its 
seat of government, the western portion of Arizona 
is a region without the shadow of anything that 
claims to be law. The highest crimes may be com
mitted and justice can never overtake the fugitive. 18 *

18. Letter from William Wrightson dated March 24, 
1859, printed in Railroad Record (Cincinnati), April 21, 
1859, P. 2.

19• When the paper was sold during the following 
July, the publishers stated that "The only motive which 
induced its owners to incur the expenses of such an enter
prise was the desire of making it beneficial to the Terri
tory by placing its wants and necessities in a strong 
light before the attention of the people of the United 
States and the government." Arizonian. July 21, 1859, P» 2.
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So far as we know, no Judge or justice, either 
Federal or Territorial, has ever visited this por
tion of the country. One great object we shall 
have in view will be to advocate the establishment 
of law and government in Arizona.

In politics our opinions are fixed, and when 
the social requirements of our state demand it we 
shall speak our sentiments freely and fully. For 
the present, and until government extends to us 
the right of suffrage, we shall ignore the subject, 
till our citizens are vouchsafed the right to take 
part in the great political questions which agitate 
the nation.

In general news we will endeavor to give our 
readers a summary of the events which are passing 
in the world. The limits of our paper are necessarily 
small, but they are thought to be sufficient for our 
wants at the present time. We shall enlarge as the 
necessities of the Territory justify.

In the enterprise we have now begun, we have 
little hopes of pecuniary gain. The reading popu
lation is small, and the expense of publication is great. It is not, therefore, with very bright pro
spects of pecuniary return that we begin our labors.
Yet, if we feel that we have the sympathy and good 
wishes of the people of our country, and that our 
labors contribute somewhat, however, little, to pro
cure, for them the boon they are now asking of the 
General Government, we shall feel amply rewarded 
for the toils and labors we have undertaken.

No explanation was given for the spelling of the 
name, Arizonian, but William Hattich, a later day Journalist, 
suggested that the Mjustification of an extra *1* in the 
name [was] based on historical and local usage.

As indicated in Cross’s salutatory editorial as well 
as future editorials and news articles, the Arizonian was 
"devoted to the interests of Arizona and the development of 20

20. "Highlights," p. 68



its resources." However, it was also quite obviously devoted 
to the interests of its mining company owners. "Like many 
of the newspapers to follow," Cross stated, "the press of 
the Arizonian was brought out to the territory for political 
reasons. Its owner . . . felt that with a newspaper he 
could lobby more successfully for military protection of his 
i n t e r e s t s . >

Cross understated his, if not the Arizonian*s, poli
tical position. He was ardent in his own political beliefs 
and did not hesitate to denounce through the columns of the 
paper, causes he considered unsound. William S. Oury, who 
was far from being a Cross supporter, claimed that the editor 
and the proprietors of the paper, belonged to the newly formed 
Black Republican party, and hoped to use the Arizonian,
"ably and vigorously edited in the interests of the party, 
to mould the political complexion of the territory in that 
direction." He said they failed, however, because "at that
time nearly the entire American population of the country was

22decidedly democratic. . . . "  Oury's sweeping indictment, 
made some years later, seems to have been tempered by his

21. Blake Brophy, "A Century of Copy— Arizona’s 
fighting Fourth Estate," in Arizona Days and Ways. Arizona 
Republic (Phoenix), March 1, 19^9, p. 24. James McClintock 
was perhaps too harsh in saying that the paper* s "main mission" 
was advertising the mines, Arizona Republican (Phoenix),
April 13> 1921, Sec. 2, p. 3.

22. William S. Oury, "The Pioneer Press," Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), November 29, I879, p. 2.
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opposing political loyalties, but the name "Black Republican" 
was apparently used in regard to the Arizonian shortly after 
its birth, because an editorial in the issue of July 7> 1859* 
contained this item: "Some malicious persons have circulated 
a report that this paper was Black Republican.— Any such 
statement, by whoever made, is utterly void of truth. Because 
we have endeavored to avoid politics, for the present, some 
people imagine we have Black Republican proclivities, which 
is very far from the fact."

The Arizonian presented a surprisingly good balance 
of local, national, and international news, although Tubac 
itself was sometimes slighted in news coverage. On page one 
of the first issue, of March 3> 1850» slightly more than one 
column was devoted to a story about "Mexican Politics," and 
another three-fourths of a column dealt with the "Condition 
of Mexico." In "Leech*s Wagon Road," another story filling 
three-fourths of a column, the writer, who was probably Cross, 
attacked efforts of the Leech expedition in regard to work 
on a wagon road from Tucson to the Gila River. Hie balance 
of page one consisted of "News" from Arizona, miscellaneous 
news items of national interest, a short item about Lieu
tenant Joseph Christmas Ives's expedition up the Colorado 
River and a filler noting that the winnings of a Mr. Brocck 
[sic] on the English turf were reported to exceed $15,000 
during the previous season.
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On page two, in addition to Cross's salutatory 

editorial, there appeared items about the refusal to place 
troops in Sonora and Chihuahua, the proceedings of the 35th 
Congress, an obituary of General James Gadsden, European hap
penings, mining, Mexican horse thieves, a fight with Apaches, 
and a small filler thanking the Agricultural Department of 
the Patent Office "for a package of rare garden seeds." Page 
three contained mostly Indian and military news and local 
advertisements, nearly half of which were placed by the 
Sonora Exploring and Mining Company.

The first item on page four was a long poem called 
"The Castle I Build" by Lua de Linn. There was also an item 
of humor, another about the camel regiment, and a table of 
distance, which was to appear in every issue. The balance 
of the page contained advertisements from Texas, Bhode Island, 
Connecticut, San Francisco and Cincinnati, and included the 
Railroad Record. Wrlghtson & Co. Book & Job Printing, the 
San Antonio and San Diego Mail Line, saddles and horse equip
ment, forwarding merchants, hotels, firearms, assayers, drugs, 
dry goods, books and stationery, hardware, printing material, 
wines, insurance, medicines, bankers, a notary public, a 
physician, a merchandiser, the Masonic Review, and the 
Wesleyan Female College.

The paper was a remarkable production for the time 
and place. As would be expected, there were no illustra
tions, and the layout was bland and uninteresting by later
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journalistic standards, but the type was good, and there were 
fewer typographical errors than are found in many modem 
papers using high-speed mechanical equipment. Editorials and 
news stories were written in a direct, vigorous, personal 
style with considerably more editorializing than present 
tastes allow. As were most of Arizona’s frontier papers, the 
Arizonian was a four-page paper with four columns to a page.
It measured 12 by 16 inches.

Advertising rates for one square of ten lines or 
less were $2.00 for one insertion, $4.00 for three insertions, 
$10.00 for one quarter, and $30.00 for the entire year. The 
following notice appeared on page two of the first issue:
"To Advertisers .— Persons desiring to advertise in this paper, 
are requested to send in their favors without delay, addressed 
to the Arizonian, Tubac, Arizona." As already indicated, the 
Arizonian sought and carried advertisements of establishments 
in Califomianand the "States" from the beginning. Later the 
paper aimed its solicitations especially at San Francisco 
with this announcement:

NOTICE
To San Francisco Merchants.
We call the attention of the San Francisco 

Merchants and Bankers, to the value of the Arizonian 
as an advertising medium. The Arizonian has a large 
and constantly increasing circulation in Arizona 
and Sonora. The navigation of the Colorado by 
steamer and the proposed opening of the Port of 
Guymas, gives to San Francisco the supply of the 
Arizona and Sonora market; and through no other
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medium, can the merchants of San Francisco make 
themselves so well known. Advertisements inserted 
in English and Spanish— if desired. Our address 
is the Arizonian, Tucson— via Los Angeles overland.

Subscriptions were $3.00 annually, and "must in all
24-cases be accompanied with the cash." Cross probably found 

himself in the position of many other frontier editors when 
he tried to collect for subscriptions in an area where money 
was not always plentiful. A recent writer described situa
tions such as this as follows:

Many Western editors often were reduced to taking 
produce for subscriptions and advertising. Alter*s 
index bears witness to this by giving a long alpha
betized list of items received "as pay." The list 
begins with beans and extends itself through beef, 
butter, cabbages, carrots, cattle, coal, commeal, 
eggs, flour, fodder, furs, melons, molasses, pelts, 
pigs, pork, potatoes, roosters, sheepskins, squash, 
tallow, vegetables, wheat and wood!̂ 5

In addition to the paid subscriptions, Cross and 
Wrightson sent many complimentary copies of the new paper to 
California and eastern merchants and editors in hopes of 
attracting subscriptions, advertising, editorial notices in 
other papers, or free exchange of other papers. It is doubt
ful that the Arizonian secured many subscribers outside Arizona, 
but it did carry an increasing number of advertisements from * 1

23. Arizonian. October 2?, 1859» P« 2.
24. Ibid.. March 10, 1859, p. 2.
25. Jackson E. Towne, "Some Suggestive Characteris

tics of Early Western Journalism" Arizona and the West, vol.
1, no. 4 (Winter, 1959)» p. 355*
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other areas, especially Cincinnati and San Francisco, as 
already indicated.

It received favorable notice from a number of estab
lished papers, and was quoted from time to time in regard to 
Indian depredations, efforts to form a separate Arizona terri
tory, the overland mail, murders, and other Arizona items

26which would be of interest to outsiders.
After the first friendly notices appeared in other 

papers, the Arizonian thanked its "brethem of the professions, 
collectively and individually, being much encouraged by their 
flattering reception of our humble sheet. By and by we intend 
to publish some of their good o p i n i o n s . ® ne notices
to which it referred must have been an item appearing in the 
Railroad Record on March 30, 1859$

THE WEEKLY ARIZONIAN— Is the title of a neat 
little paper, the first number of which is just 
received. It is conducted by W. Wrightson, Esq., 
our former associate in the Record and although 
printed beyond the outposts of civilization, com
pares favorably, in mechanical execution, with the 
issues of our old established papers. We trust 
that this "light shining in a dark place" is the 
harbinger of good news, and that our friends in 
this far off wilderness, will meet with rich reward 
for their enterprise and toils. It is but a very 
few years ago, since the first golden rays of the

26. Some of the papers which mentioned it during 
its lifetime were the Los Angeles Star. Los Angeles Weekly News, Alta Californian (san Francisco), San Francisco Times, 
San Francisco Bulletin. Sacramento Union. St. Louis Republi- 
can, and naturally the Railroad Record of Cincinnati.

27. Arizonian. April 14, 1859, p. 3
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rising glory of California fell upon us, and we 
doubt not, in a much shorter period the “silver 
ring” of her younger sister Arizona will propuce 28 
[sic] a melody in eastern states equally rapturous.

This was apparently the kind of notice the Arizonian
preferred, but it minced no words with unfavorable comments
such as one made by a contemporary paper:

The Santa Fe Gazette, owned by an [sic] U. States 
Indian agent, edited by one Johnson, and long known 
as a brazen puffing machine for a clique of con
tractors and certain army officers, finds fault 
because no editorial name is announced in the 
Arizonian. This is altogether a matter of taste.
We know of newspapers that would be moreQrespected 
if the editor’s name was not published. "

One of the most important aspects of sending out com
plimentary copies of a newspaper was the number of copies of 
established newspapers received in exchange. This was an 
extremely important news source for any frontier editor. 
Although the papers might be several weeks old by the time 
they reached him, they provided practically unlimited resources 
for covering national and international events. Even if the 
news was secondhand, outdated, or rehashed by the time it 
reached his readers, they probably had not seen it yet, anyway.

In the issue of April 14, the Arizonian noted with 
thanks the receipt of a "package of California papers,” from 
a contemporary newspaper office. However, the Arizonian 
apparently felt there should be better results from its

28. Railroad Record (Cincinnati), March 30, 1859,p. 1.
29. Arizonian. April 21, I859, p. 2.
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exchange program, for a week later this notice appeared:
'•EXCHANGESIt would be extremely gratifying to get a few
exchange papers now and then. We send regularly to over
thirty papers in the Atlantic States and California, and
thus far have received three papers in return. We don't

30exactly understand it!"
As indicated in the paper's columns, Arizona news 

was submitted by various "correspondents" in such places 
as Sonora, Apache Pass, and other outposts. The Arizonian 
also encouraged its readers in various parts of the Territory 
to "send us such items of news as they judge will be interest 
ing. Also any information concerning the country, mines, 
Indians; agricultural prospects, &c., &c., giving details 
as full as p o s s i b l e . L a t e r  when agents were established 
in various parts of the territory and a few cities outside, 
they could send in news items or copies of newspapers in 
addition to their main work of obtaining subscriptions and 
receiving payments.

There were many problems associated with the pub
lication of the Arizonian. William Hattlch, a printer him
self, described its career as turbulent from the outset.
One of the major difficulties was apparently obtaining 
adequate help, as indicated by Hattlch*s description of two 
early Arizonian printers:

30. Ibid., April 28, I859, p. 2
31. Ibid.
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Two local printers with a smattering knowledge 
of the Intricacies of typesetting were part of 
the “force.M Doubtless Imbued with that super—  
journalistic acumen that strives for sensational 
local color in real news at first hand, the two 
were accused of "holding up" a stage. One of the 
amateurs was killed while resisting arrest, the 
other was completely exonerated and permitted to 
continue in the more important work of issuing 
the paper. The latter, however, suffered an 
untimely end some time later in the unsuccessful 
defense of a dispute, which, be it said to the 
lasting credit of the newspaper craft, concerned 
matters entirely outside the pale of recognized 
newspaporial procedure.̂

Another problem was delivering the paper. The first 
issue of the Arizonian announced that the Overland Mail 
Company would carry the paper and distribute it along its 
route. This was apparently an informal arrangement, for the 
notice expressed the hope that the company would soon be 
able to carry a newspaper mail. "Our citizens are also look
ing anxiously, and we may say prayerfully, for the eventful 
hour when the Post Office Department will condescend to 
bestow upon them a weekly mail from Tucson to Port Buchanan. 
We are enduring much inconvenience and damage for want of 
such an arrangement."*^

32. "Highlights," p. 68. McClintock, although he 
expressed some doubt about the event, told a slightly dif
ferent story: "There is a tale, here repeated without any 
guarantee of its truth, to the effect that two of the Tubac 
printers, Jack Sims and George Smithson, were charged with 
complicity in a stage robbery, that Smithson was killed 
while resisting arrest and that Simms was discharged after 
an able defense by Grant Oury." Arizona, vol. 2, p. 501.

33. Arizonian. March 3, 1859, p. 2.
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There were probably innumerable instances of late 

deliveries or no deliveries at all, as items in the Arizonian 
indicated from time to time• On June 16 it was explained 
that "the package of papers for Tucson was accidentally 
omitted last week, when the regular mail was sent, and could 
not be forwarded for several days. It was a mistake which 
will not happen again." A further explanation appeared the 
following week:

In a few remarks concerning the non-arrival of 
the Arizonian at several places, we did not intend 
to throw the blame upon the Postmaster at Tucson.
We are aware that our papers do not go in the mail 
bag, but are carried through the courtesy of the 
Overland Mail Company, and have no doubt but Mr.
Aldrich does his duty in the matter. The packages, 
we presume, are occasionally lost, when nobody is especially to blame.^

The best known and most publicized incident in the 
Arizonian*s history was the confrontation between editor Cross 
and Sylvester Mowry, mine owner, politician, and Southern 
sympathizer. Although the Arizonian shared the notoriety 
of the event, the reasons for its occurence actually concerned 
Cross as correspondent of an eastern newspaper, and not Cross 
as the editor of the Arizonian. The Arizonian later dis
claimed any connection with the misunderstanding between

3cMowry and Cross.

34. Ibid., June 16, 1859* p. 3» and June 23, 1859,
P. 3.

35. Ibid., July 21, 1859, p. 2



Mowry was b o m  in Rhode Island in 1833* and graduated
2?

from West Point Military Academy in 1852. After serving in 
California and at Fort Yuma, he resigned his commission in 
1858, and became a mine owner and promoter in Arizona. Ter
ritorial organization for Arizona was a major interest to 
him, and he spent considerable time in Washington working for 
it. He was chosen delegate to Congress at an election held 
in Tucson during September of 1857, but his certificate of 
election was rejected and he was refused a seat in Congress.
He was again refused a seat the following year.^

William Oury, a friend and later associate of Mowry*s 
in the ownership of the Arizonian, said that the failure to 
secure territorial status

was due to the fact that although the administration 
was democratic the republicans had a majority in 
the lower house of congress [sic]. To the charge 
that their opposition was factious, made by democratic 
friends of the measure in the house, the republicans 
replied by producing editorials from the only news
paper in the territory [the Arizonian] opposing 
organization. '

Both Mowry and Cross were seeking the development of 
Arizona’s resources and both agreed that Arizona should receive 
proper recognition. However, Cross was a large stockholder 
in the St. Louis and Arizona Mining Company which was at odds 
with Mowry*s mining firm. Cross also took exception to

36. Sacks, Be It Enacted, pp, 17-35, describes Mowry* s activities in detail.
37. Oury, "Pioneer Press."
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Morwy’s efforts in "behalf of territorial organization, which
the latter hoped would secure for him a seat in Congress as
a delegate from the new Territory. Cross felt territorial
organization was unfeasible at the time, and when Howry’s
population figures for Arizona were publicized, Cross attacked
them in an article called "The Humbug Exploded," although

38he did not attack Mowry personally.
Under the pen name of "Gila," Cross had sent his

dispatch to the St. Louis Republican, for which he was a
correspondent, two months before the first issue of the
Arizonian appeared. The article apparently came to Howry’s
attention when it was reprinted in the Washington States
on February 26. In a letter dated February 29, which was
printed in the States of Harch 1, Howry indignantly replied
to "Gila," still unaware that it was Cross. Cross identified
himself in a letter dated April 24 to the States (printed
in its issue of Hay 24), and stated that he had written to
the East (in his original article) in an effort "to correct
some of the false ideas prevelant concerning Arizona," but

39that he had mentioned Howry’s name only once. In the 
same letter, Cross continued:

38. Schmitt, Fighting Editors, -pp. 8-10: Estelle 
Lutrell, "Arizona’s Frontier Press," Arizona Historical 
Review, vol. 6, no. 1 (January, 1935), PP* 15-16.

39• Allsky, "Arizona’s First Newspaper," pp. 137- 39; Schmitt, Fighting Editors. pp. 10-19.
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I had been a careful reader of Mr. Howry*s volumi
nous (and, I now find, fabulous) productions 
regarding this country, and supposed them correct.
I found, however, that many of his assertions were 
not true, and that all were exaggerated . . .  that 
in representing Arizona to be a good agricultural 
country, he was absolutely Injuring the Territory, 
and deluding people into a long and dangerous 
journey to a country whose agricultural resources, 
in all, are not equal to one first-class com-grow
ing county in Ohio.̂ 0

Between the time Howry answered this letter on July 2 
and its appearance in the States on July 23, the differences 
between Cross and Mowry had been settled in a bloodless duel 
at Tubac on July 8. The duel was widely publicized at the 
time, and later story tellers turned it into legendary 
proportions. Various versions of the incident evolved, but 
the most trustworthy, although perhaps least exciting, was 
that told by the seconds, George D. Mercer and John Donaldson:

A difficulty having occurred between the Hon. 
Sylvester Mowry and Mr. Edward E. Cross, editor 
of the Arizonian, in reference to certain publica
tions made by both parties, Mr. Geo. D. Mercer 
acted as the friend of Mr. Mowry, and Captain John 
Donaldson as the friend of Mr. Cross. Mr. Mowry 
being the challenging party, no compromise being 
effected, the parties met on the 8th Inst., near 
Tubac, weapons Burnside rifles, distance forty 
paces; four shots were exchanged without effect; 
at the last fire Mr. Mowry*s rifle did not dis
charge. It was decided that he was entitled to 
his shot, and Mr. Cross stood without arms to 
receive it, Mr. Mowry refusing to fire at an 
unarmed man, discharged his^rifle in the air, and 
declared himself satisfied. 'L

40. Letter dated April 24, 1859» from Cross to 
Washington (D.C.) States, printed in issue of May 24, I859, quoted in Allsky, "Arizona's First Newspaper," p. 139.

41. Arizonian. July 14, 1859, p. 2.
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The same issue of the Arizonian which carried

Mercer*s and Donaldson*s "card,** also mentioned that a strong
wind was blowing across the line of fire at the time of the
duel, preventing accurate aim. "In this case, the proverb
*It is an ill wind that blows no good,* was aptly illustrated.**

Another version of the duel, apparently by one of the
spectators who was not identified, filled in a number of
other details, some of which may have been slightly enhanced
during the thirty-three years intervening between the duel

hoand his reminiscence in the Arizona Enterprise in 1892. He
said that on the day preceding the duel both principals
proved themselves worthy shots, with Cross "plucking cactus
leaves from the top of the Tubac church at almost every shot,
and Mowry playing sad havoc with a small cottonwood trees"
He described the action on the day of the duel as follows:

Tucson especially was largely represented, mostly 
however, by sporting men. The farmers of the Santa 
Cruz and Sonoita valley were present in large numbers, 
and almost everybody connected with the various mines.
The latter almost to a man were coiled for Cross.Everybody, as a matter of course, was "en grand 
toilette," jL.e. to six shooters and a bowie knife around the waTst.

When Howry’s weapon failed to discharge on his second
round and Mercer insisted on an extra shot, the eye witness
said Donaldson protested energetically,

and "we uns" and others assisted him faithfully, 
declaring the demand to be ludicrous, outrageous 
and everything else. Words waxed wroth and high,

42. Arizona Enterprise (Tucson), March 3, 1892, p. 3
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and it looked as if a general fight was Imminent.
Cross, however, handing his gun to his second, 
said, "Let him have the shot," and folding his 
arms with an admirable coolness, awaited the shot.
Mowry raised his gun as if to fire, but evidently- 
understanding that his shot, whether he hit Cross 
or not, would have been the signal for a general 
fight among men skilled in the use of firearms, and 
to whom fear was a stranger; a fight in which he 
certainly would have been one of the first victims, 
lowered his gun, then again raised it and discharged 
it in the air.

William Oury said that during the argument about an
extra shot, he asked Mowry

if he intended to fire at Cross with intent to do 
him bodily harm, to which Mowry promptly and 
indignantly replied "Do you think I would try to 
kill a defenseless man?" . . .  however, as the thing 
had been agreed upon by the friends of both parties, 
and no harm was to be done, and as it would give 
Mowry • . • the appearance of acting with magnanimity 
toward an unarmed foe, I thought it best to let the 
matter take the course agreed upon. Time was called 
and at the word Mowry fired into the air, and here 
ended the duel, both parties retiring from the fieldin friendship.*3

Mowry and Cross were probably both relieved by the 
outcome of the duel, although there is no indication that 
they were any friendlier afterwards than before. However, 
they did go through the formalities of shaking hands and mak
ing a public apology which was sent to the Washington States 
and carried in the next issue of the Arizonian, which read:

Mr. Edward E. Cross withdraws the offensive 
language used by him, and disclaims any intention 
to reflect upon Mr. Mowry*s veracity or upon his

4-3• Oury, "Pioneer Press," Another version in the 
Phoenix Herald of February 4, 1881, p. 1, by an "old inhabl- 
tant" of Tucson (Oury perhaps) told virtually the same story.
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reputation as a gentleman, in a publication 
he has made in reference to Arizona.

Mr. Mowry being satisfied from personal 
explanations that he has done injustice to Mr.
Cross* character and motives, in his letter to 
the press of July 2d, takes pleasure in with
drawing the imputations against Mr. Cross as a 
man of honor and veracity contained in that letter.
Any difference of opinion which may exist between 
them in reference to Arizona is an honest.one to 
be determined by the wright of authority.^

Although the duel was much less significant than 
accounts of it tended to indicate, it did mark the termina
tion of Cross’s relationship with the Arizonian and the begin 
ning of Mowry*s Interest in the paper. A notice in the issue 
of July 21, indicated that the paper had been sold and would 
be "removed to Tucson and there issued by its new proprietors 
who will assume and continue all regular subscriptions. The 
papers for Sonoita Valley and the Santa Cruz, will be sent 
to Tubac until further orders. All accounts due the paper

hi?to this date, will be collected by the old proprietors." v 
Thus, Tubac*s only frontier newspaper ended in a blaze of 
harmless gunfire and hard cash.

44. Arizonian. July 14, 1859, p. 2.
45. Ibid.. July 21, 1859, p. 2.



Chapter 3

THE SHIFT TO TUCSON

On Friday afternoon, July 8, 1859» a milling, 
exuberant crowd of miners, farmers, Mexicans, Indians, mer
chants, drifters, and others swarmed around the mining 
company store in Tubac, intent on destroying at least part 
of the stock. "[Mlurder! murder! how the whiskey suffered.
A barrel (42 gallons) of prime Monongahela which cost nearly 
$300 at the Fort Buchanan trading post a few days before • • . 
melted before the fierce attacks like snow before the midday 
sun; besides mescal, aguardlenta [sic], etc., all disap
peared as if by magic. . .

This impromptu "party," which must have lasted long 
into the night, was put on by the Sonora Exploring and Mining 
Company in celebration of the happy outcome of the bloodless 
Mowry-Cross duel earlier that day. However, it might also 
have been in commemoration of the sale and coming departure 
of the Arizonian from Tubac. Sylvester Mowry and William 
Oury were the new owners, and negotiations with company offi
cials may well have taken place during festivities at the 
company store. Oury claimed that he made the arrangements 
for the sale between the "two belligerents . . .  in order to

1. Arizona Enterprise (Tucson), March 3, 1892, p. 3.
33
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2avoid any further unpleasantness • * but it is unlikely that

Cross, who was the editor but not the owner, had anything to
do with the sale of the paper. It is possible, however, that
Cross’s aggressive policies had caused political pressures
to bear heavily on the mining companies which owned the paper.
This and the high cost of publishing the paper with no
apparent return were probably the main reasons they decided

3to sell, and not the Mowry-Cross difficulties.
From Howry’s standpoint, the newspaper could be a

significant asset in supporting his drive for territorial
organization and a delegate’s seat in Congress. The price

„ 4agreed on was $2,500. However, neither Howry nor Oury were 
connected with it by name. S. J. Jones & Co. was listed as 
editors and proprietors in the July 21 issue, the last one 
published in Tubac. This firm was probably a fictitious one, 
since Jones, a United States Collector for the district, had 
just arrived on a tour of inspection according to a personal 
item in the same issue. Jones had apparently come west after 
getting into some difficulties over the arrest of a man 
named Jacob Branson, while Jones was sheriff of Douglass 
County, Kansas, during the previous year.** He was very

2. Oury, "Pioneer Press,"
3. Bents, "Tubac," p. 134.
4. Oury, "Pioneer Press."
5* G. Douglas Brewerton, Wars of the Western Border 

(New York, i860), pp. 150-202.



pro-Southern in his sentiments, and was later to be appointed 
marshal of the Territory of Arizona by Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis. Shortly after his arrival in Tubac in July, 
1859» Jones went to Mesllla, and the next issue of the 
Arizonian carried the name of a new editor and proprietor.

In the Arizonian's last issue in Tubac, published
July 21, 1859» the new owners explained the change as follows:

While conceding to the late editor honesty of pur
pose, and ability in management, the new proprietors 
differ widely from him in many of his ideas, and 
most decidedly in political sentiment. The 
"Arizonian,M under its present management, will be 
devoted to the general interests of Arizona; and, 
when called upon to express political sentiments, 
will be faithful to the Democratic party of the 
Union. It will thus endeavor to reflect the 
sentiments— we might say the unanimous sentiments 
of the people of the Territory— and thus deserve and gain the confidence which it has heretofore
failed to inspire.

Cross's farewell editorial, which appeared in the same 
issue, seemed to sum up his sentiments and frustrations 
regarding his former job. He explained the termination of 
his job as follows:

A change in its proprietorship. Involving a 
change in its character and tone, is one reason 
for this step. During the period I have edited 
the Arizonian, it has been my object fully.— Time 
will prove the right or wrong of my exertions.
At present I would not alter a line that has 
been written. Some kind friends have cheered me, 
some people have found fault .— To the former I 
am thankful, to the latter I have no apologies 
to offer. Conducting a newspaper in a frontier 
country is always a perilous, precarious, and 
thankless task; it has been especially so in this 
case. Against many difficulties and discouraging
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circumstances. I have sought to furnish a read
able paper, and I trust with some show of success.
Those who succeed me have my good wishes for pros
perity in the arduous enterprise they have under
taken.

A further word about Cross appeared in the next issue of the 
Arizonian indicating that he had retired to the country 
"to rusticate."^

The Arizonian suffered only slightly in its physical 
characteristics during the changeover. The issue of July 14 
was number 20, but the following week someone forgot number 
21, and that issue carried the number 22. The unintentional 
mistake was automatically corrected during the week of July 
28, when the press was being transported to Tucson and no 
paper was published.

The new Democratic Weekly Arizonian appeared in Tucson
for the first time on August 4, 1859• It was issue number
23, and under the masthead appeared the name MJ . Howard Wells,
Editor and Proprietor." Wells was not a journalist, but he
was a Mowry supporter, and during the previous month, he had
been secretary of a convention in Tucson which ratified the
nomination of Mowry as territorial delegate to Congress and
condemned the Arizonian (then under Cross) for opposing7organization of the territory. Be entered his new job with 
some misgivings, which were passed along to his readers in 
his salutatory: 6

6. Arizonian. August 4, 1859, p. 2.
7* Lutrell, Newspapers and Periodicals, pp. 63-64.
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I do not know that I can promise much; if I 

could I doubt if it would be proper for me to do 
so, . . . This, however, I will promise, that 
having assumed the position I now occupy, I intend 
to labor earnestly, persistently and devotedly; 
and as I enter upon this business entirely with
out experience, I have to ask that the patrons of 
the Arizonian will not judge harshly, at least 
until I have become somewhat used to the editorial 
routine.

The Arizonian, under the control of its present 
editor, will take its position as a thoroughgoing 
State [sic] rights democratic sheet, advocating 
the principles of democracy as taught ug by the 
great founders of the democratic party.

Wells said in the same salutatory that it would be 
his aim to "bring before the people of the country" the needs 
of Arizona for "the protection of the laws of the United 
States." He further promised to advocate territorial organi
zation by Congress, and to advance the territory. News 
coverage would be broad, he indicated:

In general news we will essay to give our 
readers a summary of the events which are passing 
in the world. The limits of our paper are neces
sarily small but, are thought to be sufficient for 
our wants at the present time. As the necessities 
of the territory demand, we shall enlarge them.

Wells, who was also serving as Justice of Peace in
Tucson during this period, apparently did an adequate job in

9his unfamiliar position. An apology to the readers in the 
issue of August 18 indicated a delay in delivery of that 
number caused "by the indisposition of our p r i nter.Soon,

8. Arizonian. August 4, 1859, P* 2.
9. Ibid., October 17, 1859.
10. Ibid., August 18, 1859, P* 2
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however, the operation was working smoothly and agents who
were authorized "to receive and receipt for subscriptions'*
were located in San Francisco, Las Cruces, La Mesilla,

11El Paso, and Arizona City.
The Arizonian expanded its operations early in

November when it announced the procurement of a complete job
printing office from San Francisco. "The proprietors of the
Arizonian . . .  are prepared to execute, with neatness and
dispatch, Handbills, Notices and generally Plain and Oma-

12mental Job Printing." This office was later to print the 
first book published in Arizona.

In the same month, Cross, who apparently had not been 
rusticating, but had continued his attacks under the name 
of "Gila," succeeded in drawing the fire of the Arizonian. 
Although the paper had informed its patrons earlier that it 
would "forcibly expose erroneous statements in reference to 
the Territory, but always . . . in a courteous manner," J 
it dealt with Cross in the following way:

We have already encroached on our columns to 
an extent greater than we at first intended, in 
our efforts to correct the false statements, made 
with such unflushing effrontery, by one of Arizona's 
corrupt correspondents. We would deem the subject 
unworthy of further notice, as we have thus far 
. . . thoroughly exposed the inconsistencies, and 11 12 13

11. Ibid., October 20, 1859> P« 2, and November 3» 
1859, P. 2.

12. Ibid., November 3, 1859, p. 1.
13. Ibid., September 9, 1859, P» 2.
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untruths of the notorious scribbler, who signs himself wGila,M if we were not in receipt of 
further letters, which while abounding as usual, 
in the same senseless tirade against the people 
and the Interests of this Territory, yet contain 
more than their usual quota, of gross misrepresenta
tions and absurdities.

Some time during the fall of 1859» Edward McGowan
made his way to the area of the Gadsden Purchase from
California, and for a short time worked as a printer on the
Arizonian. An item in the San Francisco Alta Californian of
January 27, i860, told of his setting type on the Arizonian.

also practicing las and drinking whiskey. He is 
to be appointed U. S. District Judge for that 
province. He is in high favor with the powers 
at Washington. He exibits [sic] very carefully 
of course, an autograph [sic] letter from Presi
dent Buchanan, wherein he is recommended to the 
courtesies of certain persons, as a very worthy 
gentleman, who was formally [sic] a prominent 
member of the Penn. Assembly.

Ned went to Arizona under the protection of 
the Catholic Church. He has the cypher [sic] 
of the Bishop of San Francisco, without which he 
says he never could have reached Arizona. 14

14. Ibid., November 10, 1859> P« 2. Cross's answer, 
if he made one, is unrecorded, and this may have been the 
Arizonian's last mention of him. The census of i860 lists him 
as an editor living db Fort Buchanan with property valued at 
$7,500. [Carl F. Hayden (comp.)], Federal Census— Territory 
of New Mexico and Territory of Arizona, 89th Cong., 1st Sess., Sehate JLioc. No. (Washington, I965, )p. 11, cited hereafter
as Census. Cross next joined the Mexican army and held a com- mission of Lieutenant Colonel when news of the attack on Fort
Sumter reached him. He immediately resigned, went to New 
Hampshire, and was commissioned as a colonel. The 5th New 
Hampshire regiment distinguished itself under his leadership 
as the "Fighting Fifth." Cross had been recommended for pro
motion to brigadier-general, but was killed at the Battle of 
Gettysburg, in I863 before it went through. Wilson and Fiske, 
Appleton's* vol. 2, p. 20
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Another source said that McGowan "printed the paper, 

set up the type, did the presswork and wrote pretty much 
everything that went into it, and succeeded at times in mak
ing it very attractive." This seems somewhat exaggerated, 
hut owing to Wells*s inexperience it may have been at least 
partially true.^ McGowan was accompanied by P. T. Herbert, 
who had been ordered out of California after killing a hotel 
waiter. Herbert also may have been in some way connected 
with the Arizonian when he arrived, but soon, both men moved 
to Mesi11a and became prominent in pro-Southern Arizona 
political circles

In the spring of I860 a constitutional convention was 
held at Tucson on April 2-5, and a provisional government was 
set up until Congress would organize a territorial government. 
The records of the convention, schedule, and constitution 
and the governor’s inaugural address were given to Wells to 
be printed as the first book ever published in Arizona, under 
the title. The Constitution and Schedule of the Provisional 
Government of the Territory of Arizona, and the Proceedings * 16

15• Phoenix Weekly Herald, February 4, 1881, p. 2.
16. Sacramento Union, June 11, 1859, p. 3; Los Angeles 

Star, October 18, and November 12, 1859• An item in the Los 
Angeles Southern News of December 12, I860, said that McGowan 
had been elected a delegate to Congress from Arizona Territory, 
"but it is not supposed now that Lincoln is elected, that he 
can effect anything, as his constituents are in chief Southern, 
and will not be willing to accept an organization under Repub
lican rule. Should the South separate, he is instructed to 
attend the Southern Convention and pledge the Territory to the 
Southern Confederacy, and to ask for a Territorial organiza
tion under the Confederacy."
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of the Convention held at Tucson. D r .  Lewis S. Owings,
provisional governor, appointed Wells comptroller of the

18territory and McGowan a district judge. It is not known
how much longer Wells and McGowan continued their associa
tion with the Arizonian, but the paper was suspended on June 
14, perhaps because of their other commitments.^

The Arizonian press was silent for seven months, but 
early in 1861, Charles L. Strong, a printer from New York, 
and T. M. Turner, a lawyer and journalist from Ohio, entered 
into an involved agreement for the publication of the Arizonian 
for six months. Little is known of Strong, who assumed the 
responsibilities of publisher. Turner, the new editor, had 
been a correspondent for the St. Louis Republican and several 
other eastern papers. The San Francisco Bulletin noted the 
rebirth of the Arizonian, and commented on Turner’s journal
istic capabilities as follows: 18 19

l?. Tucson: J. Howard Wells, publisher, i860.
Douglas C. McMurtie, The Beginnings of Printing in Arizona 
(Chicago, 1937), pp. 13-14.

18. Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Arizona and
New Mexico, 1530-1888, His Works, vol. 1? (San Francisco, 1889),pp. 506-0?.

19. The census of i860 listed Wells as an editor 
living in Tucson. However, McGowan was not listed under 
Tucson, and had probably moved to Mesi11a before the census 
was taken. Two printers were listed for Tucson— Patrick H.
Dunne from Maine and Charles L. Strong of New York. Census, 
I860, pp. 40, 4?. One, or both of them may have taken over 
the printing of the Arizonian when McGowan left, but there is 
no indication that they did so. Strong later became pub
lisher of the Arizonian when it was revived the follow! ng 
year.
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Mr. Turner abandoned the tripod some years since, 
and only returns to it now because of his devotion 
to the Interests of our long-neglected and isolated 
Territory. His pen, meanwhile, has not been idle, 
and those of your readers who have perused his 
"Hesperian" correspondence in the leading papers 
in the East, will require no assurance of his 
fearless independence when advocating the cause 
of Arizona. He does not propose to abandon his pro
fession, but will continue in the practice of lawas before.20

The agreement, made on January 7* 1861, between
Turner and Strong carefully described the working arrangements
and restrictions under which they were to produce the
Arizonian, all of which had strong overtones of uncertainty
and even distrust of the enterprise. Turner agreed to

edit the Arizonian newspaper for the space of six 
months from the date of this agreement, without 
salary or compensation otherwise than herein set 
forth; that said newspaper shall be independent 
in all things, but moderate and persuasive in its 
tone; that he will carefully avoid libellous sub
jects, and use his utmost endeavors to render the 
newspaper promotive of public welfare and progress.
He further agrees that the said party of the second 
part may have full power and authority to dissolve 
this contract at any time before the expiration of 
the six months, only covenanting that he, the said 
party of the first part, shall in that event have 
the free use of the columns of the next issue of 
the paper thereafter,-for the purpose of taking 
leave of his readers.20 21

For his part. Strong agreed not to Interfere
in the editorial management or control of said paper, 
directly or indirectly; that said party of first 
part shall have full liberty to express his senti
ments on all subjects, the party of the second part 
reserving to himself the right to dismiss said editor

20. San Francisco Bulletin. January 16, 1861, p. 3.
21. Arizonian, February 9> 1861, p. 3»
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and annul the contract whenever, In his opinion, 
the interests of the paper require it, hereby 
covenanting, in such an event, to publish in the 
columns of the next or any subsequent number of 
the paper any statement relative to the cause at 22 
issue that said editor may hand in for publication.

Issue number one of volume three of the Weekly 
Arizonian was published on February 9> 1861, and in his 
"third-person" salutatory, Turner echoed the brusque, business
like sentiments of the agreement. He said he would commit 
himself to no party or creed, and ignore politics, except "on 
subjects identified with the interests of Arizona." He con
cluded sullenly that he "receives no pecuniary compensation 
for his toll; and his only hope of regard is in the possession 
of the good wishes and sympathy of all who desire the progress 
of the Territory."

In the same issue, the Arizonian told its readers 
that it had been revived

by the liberality of a few public-spirited citizens, 
who appreciate the importance of the press, as a 
means of disseminating intelligence relative to the 
resources of our Territory, and calling attention 
to the proper policy of our Government in behalf of 
this much neglected region, to the end that we may 
receive such protection as will inspire capitalists 
with confidence. . . . While we return thanks, in 
the name of the publisher, to those liberal patrons 
who have enabled him to commence this enterprise, we 
desire them to understand that they thereby receive 
no immunity from attack, denunciation, or criticism, 
or at variance with the true interests of Arizona.

Little is known of the short life of the Arizonian 
in 1861 because only one issue and a portion of a second

22. Ibid.



survived to the present. However, the paper must have had 
difficulty from the beginning. The financial support Strong 
believed he had did not materialize, and subscriptions, for 
which the paper made special pleas, apparently never amounted 
to much. It is not known whether Turner or Strong or both 
became dissatisfied with the way things were going, but only 
a month after the first issue appeared, on March 9> Turner 
indicated his intention to terminate his connection with the 
paper. An advertisement placed by him stated: "The under
signed, being about to retire from the editorial chair of The 
Arizonian offers his pocket Derringers for sale. They have 
been in use but five weeks— are a superior article, and in

23good condition.H In the same issue he said that he "com
menced in the first number of The Arizonian with grumbling 
— well and thickly laid on; we continued grumbling throughout, 
and as this is our last appearance, it were idle to depart 
from the usage established from the commencement." Another 
item indicated that the paper was to be stopped because those 
who had agreed to contribute #^00 to start the paper had not 
carried through with their agreement.

Although Turner may have departed, shortly after his 
announcement, the paper carried on, at least spasmodically,

23. Quoted in Los Angeles Star, March 23, 1861, p. 3> 
and the Weekly Citizen (Tucson), November 30, 1877, p. 1.
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for a number of weeks. A notice from an issue of August 8
explained this uncertain existence:

This sheet is published by the few Americans whom 
circumstances have compelled to remain in Arizona, 
and to accept the fortunes of the country; the 
world may know the extremity to which they are 
reduced from causes to which they have in no way 
contributed. It will be issued as occasion may 
require, and forwarded to the various prominent 
newspapers in each state as chance shall furnishopportunity,25

The Arizonian may have struggled on for a few more 
issues, but it finally suspended publication early in Septem- 
ber, ° bringing to a close its initial period of publication. 
It had three distinct beginnings and endings during this 
period, and expressed a different character under three very 
different editors. Nearly six years later it would begin 
an even more confusing series of starts and stops under 
another colorful group of editors.

24. Turner was murdered in July, 1861, near Las Vegas, New Mexico while on his way to Colorado Territory. Sacramento 
Dally Union, September 9> 1861, p. 4.

25. Arizonian, August 10, 1861, p. 2. William Oury 
said that the Arizonian struggled along largely supported by 
him personally, but that Turner announced the suspension of 
the paper because of the approach of the Civil War. Oury, 
"Pioneer Press."

26. Lutrell, Newspapers and Periodicals, p. 64, gives 
September 2, 1861, as the date when the Arizonian was probably 
suspended.



Chapter 4

THE SOUTHERN INFLUENCE

After four years of frustrating efforts to obtain 
territorial recognition by Congress, representatives from 
every population center of Arizona County^ and the lower 
Rio Grande Valley met at Tucson on April 2-5* I860, to form 
their own provisional government for the "Territory of 
Arizona." Since early in 1856 ten Arizona bills had been 
introduced in Congress and failed, five delegates elected 
from Arizona had been refused a seat in Congress, and reso
lutions and petitions from New Mexico legislatures and

2Gadsden Purchase residents had been ignored.
The provisional government was decidedly pro-Southern 

in its sentiments, and the boundaries of the proposed terri
tory closely resembled those which would designate the 
Confederate Territory of Arizona when it was formed on 
February 14, 1862 (see figure 2, p. 4?). All the land from 
Texas to California below 53°40* north latitude was to be 
included in Arizona. Mesi11a, the most important center 1 2 3

1. Arizona County was created by the Legislative 
Council of New Mexlco_on January 17, I860 and consisted of the 
western portion of Dona Ana County with Tubac as the new 
county seat. Sacks, Be It Enacted, p. 102, footnote no. 238.

2. Ibid., pp. 35, 42, footnote no. 60.
3. Ibid., pp. 35-36.
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in the Southern "Territory of Arizona," in i860 had a popula
tion of 2,500 and was at the heart of the new territory.

Efforts were soon under way to establish a newspaper 
in Mesilla, which would be the voice of Southern sentiment.
Even as the last issues of the Arizonian were being published 
in Tucson early in the summer of I860, preparations were 
being made for the first issue of a Mesilla paper. A speci
men copy with the name, Mesilla Miner was issued on June 9, 
I860, less than a week before the suspension of the Arizonian.̂

The paper was the product of two brothers-in-law, 
leading citizens of Mesilla— Robert P. Kelley, formerly from 
Kentucky and a surveyor and civil engineer by trade, and 
D. W. Hughes, a Missourian who had gained considerable news
paper experience with the Palmyra, Missouri, Courier. Kelley 
and Hughes owned several local businesses, dealt in real 
estate, and dabbled in politics. They said in the prospectus 
of the Miner that it would provide Information about the 
territory for all those interested, which meant that it would 
be a propaganda sheet for the development of Arizona.
Although the regular weekly issues of the paper were to begin 
September 1, printing supplies from the East did not arrive 4

4. Martin H. Hall, "The Mesilla Times: A Journal of 
Confederate Arizona," Arizona and the West, vol. 5> no. 4 
(Winter, 1963), p. 339; Los Angeles Southern News, July 25, 1860, p. 2. The paper had oeen planned for some time, for
the Los Angeles Star on February 11, i860, announced that a new paper was to be published at Mesilla, "advocating the 
principles of the National Democratic party."
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on time, and the first regular issue appeared October 18, 
I860, with the new name, the Mesllla Times.-*

Like the Arizonian, the Times was a small, four-page 
paper which carried a collection of local news, reports from 
other communities, a list of subscription agents, advertise
ments from local merchants as well as those in communities 
outside Arizona, and a sprinkling of anecdotes. Also like 
the Arizonian, subscription rates were $3.00 per year, 
"Invariably in advance," and single copies were available at 
the Times office for "one bit." Advertising rates were also 
comparable. Unlike the Arizonian, the Times published a 
formidable "Law of Newspapers" consisting of five "laws" 
which may have frightened away more subscribers than it 
attracted.

1. Subscribers who do not give an express notice 
to the contrary, will be considered as wishing 
to continue their subscriptions.

2. If Subscribers order their papers stopped, the 
publishers can continue sending them until all 
arrearages are paid. 5

5. It was explained that the paper was devoted to 
the development of the territory in all directions, and the 
new name better expressed the character of the paper. Copies 
of the Mesllla Times are very scarce. Only four issues are 
listed in Lutrell, Newspapers and Periodicals; Winifred 
Gregory (comp.), American Newspapers, 1821-1936 (New York,
1937)> and A Union List of Papers Published in Arizona, com
piled by the Department of Library Archives of the State of Arizona. In a letter to the author. Dr. B. Sacks lists some 
twenty issues scattered in various libraries. He also mentions 
a number of other contemporary papers containing excerpts from unobtainable issues of the Times.
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3» If Subscribers are careless, or refuse to take 

their papers from the office or place where 
they are left, they will be held responsible 
until the account is paid and a notice given 
ordering it stopped.

4. If, Subscribers move to another place, without informing the publisher, and the paper still 
continues to be sent to the old place, they will be held responsible.

5« The Courts have decided that to refuse to take 
a newspaper from the office, or moving to 
another place without giving notice is prlma facie proof of Intentional fraud.0
The prospectus of the new paper was typically sweep

ing and grandiose, reading like an advertisement for a dime 
novel. It promised that the Times was "particularly devoted 
to the interests of Arizona," and would be a "COMPLETE RECORD 
of whatever transpires of interest in the Territory." Its 
columns would contain "reliable descriptions of the climate 
and soil . . .  correct reports from the most important GOLD, 
SILVER, & COPPER MINES . . .  latest information concerning 
new Mineral discoveries . . . full particulars of the rise, 
progress, and present condition of the principal towns . . .
articles on GEOLOGY." In the way of news, it promised "ALL 
THE IMPORTANT NEWS from Mexico, the States, and Foreign 
Countries . . .  Interesting articles upon the PRIMITIVE 
INHABITANTS . . . thrilling INDIAN ADVENTURES . . . and 
finally . . .  a series of articles of the HISTORY OF ARIZONA, 
commencing with the earliest traditions and ending with the 6

6. Mesi11a Times. April 13, 1861, p. 2.
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7present time." Another part of the prospectus was a sub

scription Hcome-onw of unparalleled originality:
EXTRA INDUCEMENTS:

To the person sending us the largest list of 
Subscribers between now {.April 13l and the 18th 
of next October at our published rates, we will 
send a Cabinet of Mineral Specimens of rare 
value, including Gold, Silver, Copper, Iron,
Zinc, Lead, Cinnabar, Gypsum, Salt, Alum, Sulphur,
Coal, etc., together with many combinations. Also, 
a few relics of the Astecs [sicl which are very 
valuable on account of their scarcity and anti
quity. Over 100 choice specimens will be included 
in the list; the whole forming a rare selection of 
inestimable value to those at a distance and which 
would cost them a large sum of money to obtain in any other manner. This is a glorious opportunity
for Historical Societies, Students and others, and 
one which is not likely will be again offered.

TO EDITORS
in the States who publish the above prospectus 
for three months, including this notice, we will 
send one half the number of specimens.

The editor of the new paper was Bredett C. Murray, 
who was listed on the masthead as publisher under the name 
B. C. Murray & Co. Murray was from Michigan, but enter
tained pro-Southern sentiments, and after the provisional
government was set up in April,i860, he held the position

8of private secretary to Governor Lewis S. Owings. Murray 
later said he "pulled off the first issue on the old hand 
press and edited and did most of the office work with the 
help of a bright Mexican boy. I picked up the paper at a dry 7 8

7. Ibid.
8. James H. Trevis, Arizona in the 50s (Albuquerque, 

1954), p. 188.
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good store. Sometimes I used cigarette paper. This was
necessary as we could get no paper from the states, owing to

othe war troubles."
Throughout its brief history the Times was quoted 

or mentioned frequently by outside newspapers, some of those 
being the Daily Picyune (New Orleans), Dally Delta (New 
Orleans), Los Angeles Southern News, Alta Californian (San 
Francisco), San Francisco Herald. Sacramento Union, and the 
Texas State Gazette (Austin).

During the summer of 1861, the Times was experiencing 
difficulties. It had staunchly supported the Southern cause 
during the spring of that year,* 10 and when W. W. Mills, an 
El Paso citizen, visited the town he observed that "The Mesllla 
Times is bitterly disunion, and threatens with death anyone 
who refuses to acknowledge this usurption." He also related 
his meeting with Robert P. Kelley at that time. "Kelly [sic], 
a secession [sic] editor of Mesllla newspaper, said: 1 So 
you are a spy.* I replied: *No, who says I am?* ’Then you 
are a liar.* He struck at me but I avoided the blow and

9* Bredett C. Murray quoted in John Clyde Oswald, 
Printing in the Americas (New York, 1937)» P» 46l.

10. On May 11, the Times welcomed the news of the 
firing on Fort Sumter. Charles S. Walker, "Causes of the Con
federate Invasion of New Mexico." New Mexico Historical 
Review, vol. 8, no. 2 (April, 1933), p. 88.
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placed a cocked pistol at his breast. He threw up his arms 
and said: •Don’t fire,* and I put up my pistol.

Meanwhile, the editorship of the Times changed on
April 27» when Frank Higgins, who had been a printer for

12Murray, took over the editorial chair. Higgins agreed with 
Murray’s policies and in his introductory note to the readers, 
he said: "In politics, we hoist the flag of the Confederate 
States of America, our platform their Constitution. By their 
fate we are willing to stand or fall. The choice of Arizona 
e.g. to Join the Confederacy is the choice of our hearts.

In the fall of 1861, for unknown reasons, Higgins 
relinquished the editor’s chair to Robert P. Kelley, one of 
the original owners of the Times, and another fiery seces
sionist. When rumors were heard in Mesi11a of a strong 
Northern offensive under Colonel Edward R. S. Canby to drive 
the Confederates from Arizona, many Southern sympathizers 
fled to El Paso del Norte (present Culdad Juarez, Mexico) for 
safety. Kelley had the type of the Times cached and the 
press shipped across the border toward the first of November, 
and the paper was not resumed until December 12.^  In that 11 12 13 14

11. Letter dated June 23, 1861 from W. W. Mills to 
Judge John S. Watts, quoted in George Griggs, History of 
Mesllla Valley or the Gadsden Purchase (Mesilla, 1930),
pp. 63-64'.

12. Hall, "Mesilla Times," p, 3^3* Oury, "Pioneer 
Press," said Higgins also had set type for the Arizonian.

13. Quoted in Hall, "Mesilla Times," p. 344.
14. Ibid., p. 348-349.
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issue, Kelley bitterly criticized Lieutenant Colonel John 
B. Baylor, leading to a confrontation in the street in which 
Kelley was mortally wounded. Kelley died on January 1, 1862, 
and Murray and Higgins again temporarily assumed the editor
ship of the Times. A notice by them in the issue of January 
8 sounded as though the Times might be destined for a rebirth. 
However, the last known issue was dated January 15* 1862, 
and the last reference was to an "extra" published March 1, 
1862.15 16

With the suspension of the Times, the first period 
of Arizona journalism came to an end."^ However, it had 
made a strong, meaningful beginning, and probably would have

15. Ibid., p. 350* Nothing more is known of Murray, 
but Higgins became a member of the Territorial House of Rep
resentatives of New Mexico in I863, and District Attorney of 
the Third Judicial District in 1865» Edward D. Tittman, "Con
federate Courts in New Mexico," New Mexico Historical Review, 
vol. 3, no. 4 (October, 1928), p. 34?• Higgins died on 
October 14, 1868. Santa Pd Gazette, October 24, 1868, p. 2.

16. An obscure, short-lived newspaper may have been 
published briefly in northern Arizona during the fall of 1859• 
On October 1 of that year, the Mojave Dog Star reportedly 
appeared at Port Mojave, although no known copies have survived 
to the present. McClintock, Arizona, vol. 2, p. 501, who 
obtained his information from "correspondence in the Arizona 
Republican," said the paper was edited by Montgomery Bryant,
an army colonel, Dr. John J. Milhau, an army surgeon, and 
Peter B. Brady, who was [then post trader at the Fort. The 
paper apparently was issued mostly as a pastime, and for 
the purpose of checking the "free love tendencies of the 
Mojave Indians." If such a paper did exist, it was the second 
one established in Arizona, and the first in northern Arizona. 
See also Frank C. Lockwood,~3dfe in Old Tucson, 1854-1864 
(Los Angeles, 1943), pp. 80-81; Douglas C. McMurtie suggested 
that the Dog Star was published in manuscript copies. The 
Beginnings of Printing in Arizona (Chicago, 1937), p. 32.
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survived, had it not been for the Civil War, and political 
conflicts over territorial organization which disrupted the 
development of the area including the establishment of the 
press. The Arizonian and its press would reappear and make 
further contributions to the establishment of journalism in 
the new Territory of Arizona, but the initial foundation had 
been well built.



Chapter 5

BLUE MAPPING PAPER

On March 9» 1864, a small group of government offi
cials, civilians, and soldiers crowded Into a board and 
canvas "pressroom" in the remote north-central section of the 
newly created Territory of Arizona. They gathered around a 
thirty-nine year-old Hamage hand press and watched while the 
"devil," a member of the official party, enthusiastically, if 
not expertly, inked the composition roller. A printer with 
slightly more experience than his "devil," placed a piece of 
previously prepared blue mapping paper, the only kind avail
able in the camp, on the press, lowered the frisket to protect 
the margins of the paper, and rolled the bed under the platen, 
then back again. In this way, the Arizona Miner, first 
newspaper in Arizona Territory, was b o m  at Fort Whipple. It 
was a great moment for the onlookers, and a contemporary 
report indicated that a few of them probably "relieved their 
feelings and spread the glad tiding of joy by shooting through 
the roof or the door."**-

Arizona journalism reappeared with the first issue 
of the Arizona Miner, but the paper was incidental to the 
establishment of a territorial government and to the official 1

1. Quoted in Schmitt, Fighting Editors, p. 30.
56
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printing which would accompany it. President Lincoln had
signed the document giving Arizona separate territorial status
on February 24, I863. The territorial officials, Easterners
appointed by Lincoln, apparently expected to locate the capital

2at Tucson, Arizona's largest settlement. However, when they
3reached Santa Fd, Governor John N. Goodwin learned from 

General James H. Carleton, commander of the military depart
ment of New Mexico (including Arizona), that Tucson was still 
a strong secessionist center, unsuitable as the territorial 
capital.

During the previous year, Carleton had led the 
California Column through Tucson, where he arrested a number 
of known and suspected Southern sympathizers, and aroused 
considerable ill feeling among the citizens. Perhaps the 
decision to locate the capital in north-central Arizona was

2. Official stationery, printed before the party 
left the East, was inscribed with the Tucson dateline. Ori
ginal letters dated April 11 and August 15* 1864, from Richard 
C. McCormick to Cepheus Brainerd of New York in the files of 
the Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society (Cited hereafter as 
APES). See also, Richard C. McCormick, "There Is No Humbug 
About the Gold*: McCormick Writes from Arizona, 1864," 
Arizoniana, vol. 5* no. 3 (Fall, 1964), p. 63.

3* Goodwin was b o m  in Maine in 1824, graduated from 
Dartmouth College in 1844, and was admitted to the bar four 
years later. He served in the House of Representatives in 
I860, and was appointed Chief Justice of the Territory of 
Arizona on March 6, I863. He was elevated to the governor
ship when Lincoln's first appointee, John A. Gurley, died in 
August before taking office. Hayden biographical file, APRS; 
Allen Johnson and Dumas Malone (eds.), Dictionary of American 
Biography, vol. 4 (New York, i960), pp. 409-410. (Cited 
hereafter as DAB).



based on the discovery of gold in the San Francisco Mountains 
in the spring of 1863• General Carleton had ordered a detach
ment of the California Column to establish a post, known first 
as Camp Clark, in the Chino Valley near Del Rio Springs to 
protect the mining district. It was to this post, soon called 
Fort Whipple, that the Goodwin party went. (See Figure 3, p. 59)• 

One of the most important members of the party, the 
new Secretary of Arizona, was Richard C. McCormick, a former 
editor of the Young Men's Magazine and the New York Evening
Post, and a war correspondent for several New York papers dur-

4ing the Crimean War of 1854-55• McCormick had tried before 
leaving the East to procure the materials for a newspaper and 
get a printer to come to Arizona with him. He even advertised 
in the New York Herald, without success. However, before 
leaving Santa Fd, McCormick purchased "an antiquated press, 4 5
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4. McCormick was b o m  in New York on May 23, 1832 
and received a classical education. He became a broker in 
1850, before entering the field of journalism. In 1862 he 
served as chief clerk of the United States Department of 
Agriculture, and he received his appointment as Secretary of 
the Territory of Arizona the following year. In addition to 
other activities mentioned later in this work, he was a dele
gate to the National Republican conventions of I872, 18?6, and 
1880, served as assistant secretary of the Treasury in 1877-78, 
and commissioner-general to the Paris exposition in I878.
Among his publications were Visit.to.the Camp before Sebastopol (1855), St. Paul's to St. Sopma (l8ou), ana Arizona, its.
Resources (1856). The five volume reports of the United States 
commissioners to the Paris exposition were also prepared under 
his direction. Wilson and Flske (eds.), Appleton*s vol. 4, 
p. 95, Dumas Malone (ed.), DAB, vol. 6, pp. 610-11.

5. Letter from McCormick to W. Hemphell Jones, First Comptroller's office. Treasury Department, dated Fort Whipple,
April 20, 1864. Information provided by Dr. B. Sacks, 
Baltimore, Maryland.
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Figure 3.— Territory of Arizona - 1864
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and a limited assortment of well-worn type the refuse of one 
of the Santa Fe [sic] newspaper offices. . .

Fort Whipple must have been a great disappointment 
when the Governor’s party reached the Chino Valley on January 
22, 1864. The post had been established only a month before 
and consisted of partially constructed buildings for the hos
pital, quartermaster depot, and commissary, a few structures

7with mud and stone walls and canvas roofs, and tents. Even 
an 18-gun governor’s salute was anti-climactic. On December 
29i 1863> the party had already gone through official cere
monies of taking their oaths of office and proclaiming the 
Territory near Navajo Springs in the eastern part of the 
Territory. 6 *

6. Arizona Miner (Prescott), January 10, 1866, p. 2, 
cited hereafter as Miner, regardless of formal name, except where indicated otherwlse. All issues through May 25» 1864, published at Fort Whipple, and thereafter at Prescott. This 
same statement had appeared in the Miner* s birthday edition 
of March, I865, but no copy has survived. It is available 
in the Miner’s thirty-second anniversary issue of March 9,I896. The sarita Fd Gazette carried an item on its November 28, I863 issue indicating that it "furnished this week, a 
complete printing establishment to Hon. Richard C. McCormick, 
Secretary of Arizona Territory, who will establish a news
paper and job printing office when he arrives in the Territory. 
McCormick’s letter, the Miner statement, and the item in the 
Gazette refute a statement made later by Albert Franklin 
Santa to the effect that McCormick bought the printing 
material in Leavenworth City, Kansas. Arizona Weekly Journal- 
Miner (Prescott), October 2, I889, p. 3. Another statement, 
that McCormick purchased the material in St. Louis is also 
shown to be false. McFarland & Poole, A Historical and Bio
graphical Record of the Territory of Arizona (Chicago, 1896), 
p. 294.

?. Brandes, Frontier Military Posts, p. 75
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Once the wheels of government began to move,

Secretary McCormick was able to turn part of his attention
to the publication of an official newspaper, which would
also print whatever government documents were necessary.
Although McCormick made it clear in a letter to the First
Comptroller's office that the Miner was to receive no special
favors in regard to the public printing, it was also obvious
that McCormick was in a strong position to decide who should
receive this work. He said:

With this office [the Miner* s], for which I ask 
the government to assume no responsibility what
ever I propose to do the public printing at rates 
approved by the first comptroller, until some 
responsible printer will assume the establishment.
At the present there is no other press in the 
Territory. This arrangement must I think be satis
factory. I send the paper, the Arizona Miner, to 
your office regularly. If another paper should be 
started in the Territory, I will get its estimate 
for the work and if a loyal sheet, I will give it 
the patronage, if itRcan do better by the govern
ment than the Miner.

Since the materials purchased for the Miner were
second hand and the press was old, there may have been some
delays in getting the printing office in working order. The
press was said to have been made in Philadelphia in 1825 or 

9earlier. It was a rugged piece of machinery requiring a 
major effort to set it up. "The frame, platen, rigs, and 8 9

8. McCormick to Jones, letter, cited in note 5»
9. McClintock, Arizona, vol. 2, p. 502; Frank C. Lockwood, Pioneer Days in Arizona (New York, 1932), p. 348.



part of the bed are of wood, the bed on which the type forms 
lie is of stone, and the screw, which is the mechanical 
principle by which the impression is taken, is of iron, and 
large enough to raise a building, to which the main uprights 
which support the press are of timber sufficiently thick for 
sills.1'10 11

McCormick also had to assemble an editorial and 
printing staff, secure whatever advertising could be found, 
and gather enough news and other items to fill four pages.
He selected Tisdale A. Hand as editor and publisher. Very 
little is known about Hand except that he was a thirty-two- 
year-old printer from New York.11

Albert Franklin Santa, who sometimes went by the 
name of Charles Albert Franklin, also helped get out the 
first two issues, and periodically drifted in and out of 
the Miner and other printing offices for years to come.
He seemed typical of the frontier "tramp printer" who tried
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10. Edward C. Kemble, A History of California News 
papers, 1846-1858, edited and annotated by Helen Harding 
Bretnor (Los Gatos, California, 1962), p. 50. Kemble was a 
contemporary California newspaperman whose description ofa Ramage press was from first hand experience.

11. Census, p. 109. In his letter to Jones (notes 5 and 8) McCormick said he hired a Journeyman printer in 
Santa F6, and this may have been Hand. According to the 
census, Hand arrived in the Territory in January. He was 
undoubtedly a member of the Governor's party, and possibly 
a journalist friend of McCormick in New York. See also 
Albert Franklin Santa, "Albert Franklin Santa; Arizona 
Pioneer," edited by Frank D. Reeve, New Mexico Historical 
Review, vol. 27, no. 2 (April, 1952), p. 99.



prospecting, herding, freighting, and a little of everything
else until he became hungry enough to find a printing office

12and set type for a few days or weeks.
Santa said he had "learned to set type a little in 

Missouri before coming West. What I do know, which of course 
is not much, has been gathered from observation and a vora
cious appetite for reading anything and everything obtain
able." Before coming to Port Whipple, Santa "set type on 
and had charge of" the Albuquerque Rio Aba.jo Press, during 
most of I863. In October of that year he joined a military 
expedition to the new gold fields in northern Arizona as a 
bullwhacker. He was with the detachment that established 
Port Whipple on December 21, and was employed to herd cattle 
for the Quartermaster department before "sticking type" on 
the Miner. ^

Another member of the Miner's staff, at least for 
the first issue, was Henry W. Fleury, Governor Goodwin's 12 *
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12. Santa was born December 18, 1843, in Warrick, 
County, Indiana, and was raised in a log cabin in Missouri. 
He had little education, but learned to set type before mov
ing to Kansas, then to New Mexico. C. M. Clark, in a speech 
at the pioneers' reunion in Phoenix, April 13, 1923, char
acterized Santa as "a forceful writer, and an interesting 
writer, but for some reason or other, he could not stand 
more than sixty days of civilization at any one time." 
Typescript copy in APHS files.

13• Pioneer biographical files, APHS; Santa, 
"Arizona Pioneer," p. 99; Santa reminiscences from the 
Prescott Pick and Drill, reprinted in the Florence Tribune 
of May 6, 1899, cited hereafter as Santa, "Reminiscences.H 
Santa died in the Arizona Pioneers' Home at Prescott on 
June 21, 1924.
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private secretary. He did the Mdevil act," according to 
Banta,1^ although it must have been more as a joke than a ne
cessity, for there was certainly a sufficient number of expe
rienced printers around so that his help was unnecessary.^ 
There was a special attraction about putting out a frontier 
journal, and when, as occasionally happened, a friend, 
political associate, or other non-journalist was invited by 
an editor to step into the editorial chair or otherwise take 
part in putting out the paper, the invitation was seldom 
refused. Fleury, who could scarcely have turned down the 
opportunity to help bring the new paper into the world,

17also had the distinction of naming it the Arizona Miner. 1 14 * 16 *

14. Fleury was listed in the 1864 census as thirty- 
years-of-age, and a probate judge from New York with property 
valued at $250. He became chaplain of both the council and 
house of the First Arizona Territorial legislature, and later 
served in a number of political positions including acting 
Governor and Secretary in the absence of these officials. 
Biographical sketch in "Current Comments," Arizona Historical 
Review, vol. 2, no. 2 (July, 1929), p. 10; Miner, January 11, 1868, p. 3.

15• A. F. Banta, "Arizona’s First Capital," Arizona 
(December, 1914), p. 5.

16. Another printer in Fort Whipple at that time was 
Franklin A. Flake, a boy of 1? from Ohio, who probably had 
some part in the publication of the Miner, although there is 
no information to connect him with the paper. Census, p. 108, 
indicates that he arrived in Arizona about the same time as 
the Governor’s party.

1?• Marion, Prescott Morning Courier. October 28, 
I889, p. 1, and Prescott Weekly Courier, November 1, 1889, 
p. 1. There is indication that the paper was originally 
going to be called the Arizona Press, as a letter dated 
February 12, 1864, from a soldier at Fort Whipple stated. 
Amador Weekly Ledger (Jackson, California), March 26, 1864. 
Information supplied by Dr. B. Sacks.
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McCllntock’s appraisal of the pioneer editor in 

Arizona would seem to apply equally well to Fleury or any of 
the other assorted individuals who caught the smell of 
printer's ink. He said:

Outside of a sort of psychic fascination, there appears to have been no possible reason for the 
way in which men have plunged into the deserts 
and mountains of Arizona to establish newspapers. 
Yet there has been pride in many an Arizona ham
let, with its people gathered around the little 
hand press, to welcome the birth of a journalistic 
babe of promise that should carry afar the story 
of their greatness and of their hopes. Damp and 
limp the first copy came off the press, and with 
its appearance the camp forthwith stepped full 
panoplied into metropolitan magnitude. The editor 
would not have changed jobs with Horace Greeley.10

Six and a half weeks after the official party reached
Fort Whipple, the Arizona Miner made its proud appearance,

19March 9» on colored mapping paper. It was a four-column, 
four-page paper measuring about 12 by 20 inches, and carry
ing the motto: "The Gold of that Land is Good." The cus
tomary salutatory commented first on the appropriateness of
the Miner's name, then stated its policy:

Independent in everything, the organ of no exclu
sive interest, we shall not be without fixed prin
ciples, and a purpose to maintain them. . . .  we 
shall to the extent of our influence, uphold every 
Constitutional and necessary measure adopted by the 
general Government to preserve the honor and integ
rity of the Republic. In this, however, we shall 
not question the right of any honestly to differ 
with us as to men and means, nor shall we decry 
as traitors and enemies those who do not approve 
every net of the Administration, or, of its agents. 18 *

18. McClintock, Arizona, vol. 2, p. 510
19• Lockwood, Pioneer Days, p. 348; Thomas E. 

Parish, History of Arizona (Phoenix. 1915-18), p. 46.
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Local, rather than National affairs, will, for the present, occupy our chief attention. In common 

with the people of Arizona, we are pioneers in a 
great and responsible work, the upbuilding of a 
State, which shall do honor to itself and to the 
age. In the subjugation of the savage; in the 
development of the vast mineral and other resources 
of the Territory, and the diffusion of a correct 
knowledge of the same; to the establishment of law 
and order, the encouragement of the school and the 
church, and all the free institutions which give 
strength, character and prosperity to a people, we 
shall take an active and earnest part.

Hoping to merit and to secure the confidence and 
practical co-operation of all to our undertaking, 
which must, of necessity, be attended with much labor 
of the public with no longer or more ostentatioussalutatory.20

Page one contained a long article telling of the 
formation of the Territory from the Gadsden Purchase to that 
date, with a complete description of the inaugural cere
monies at Navajo Springs which included the remarks of 
Secretary McCormick, the Governor’s proclamation, singing 
of the "Battle Cry of Freedom," and the firing of a salute.
A reprint of the Organic Act of the Territory, as approved 
by President Lincoln on February 24, I863, consumed the 
remainder of page one.

In addition to the salutatory, page two contained 
editorials on a variety of subjects. One, expressing satis
faction with the new government and Governor Goodwin’s com
ments, was apparently written in all seriousness, but seems 
humorous now in view of the fact that it was McCormick’s 20

20. Miner, March 9, 1864, p. 2
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paper talking about his own administration. Another item 
praised Arizona's mineral resources and urged "industrious, 
persevering men, with capital sufficient to purchase animals 
and provisions" to come to Arizona. However, it warned 
"impatient, indolent adventurers, who look for 'big strikes'" 
to stay away. Still another item expressed the hope that J. 
Ross Browne, who was then in the Territory for the purpose of 
writing on Arizona's mineral resources for Harper's New 
Monthly Magazine, would take more than a superficial look and 
thoroughly investigate the Territory's placers and lodes.23-

The Miner did not Immediately launch into any great 
crusades, but it did indicate that it would like to see im
provements in the act organizing the territory. It "is sin
gularly imperfect in its provisions," the Miner said, "and 
was only accepted by friends of the Territory lest an attempt 
at amendment might prevent its passage at the last Con
gress. . . .  A very liberal construction of the Act should 
be allowed under the circumstances." The paper also strongly 
urged the need for better mail service:

Immediate and extensive provision be made for 
proper traveling and mail facilities. At present 
it is not only impossible to get here, and to move 
about except by private conveyance and at heavy 
expense, but we are entirely dependent upon military 21

21. Browne's articles ultimately resulted in his 
book, Adventures in the Apache Country: A Tour Through 
Arizona and Sonora, with Notes on the Silver Regions of 
Nevada (New York, 1869), the first serious contribution to 
Arizona history and one which has had lasting usefullness 
and influence.
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expresses, infrequent and necessarily irregular, 
for our mail matters.

Several stage lines might at once be estab
lished, with profit to the owners. . . .  there 
should not be a moment of unnecessary delay on 
the part of the government in giving us ample 
mail facilities.22

Page three carried local news items and articles 
about Port Whipple, roads to Tucson and la Paz, and other 
events. Page four contained a poem called "The Song of the 
Printer," brief bits of humor and homespun philosophy, a 
copy of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, an article honoring 
the late John A. Gurley, and nearly a column of advertise
ments. Although there would be variations in this format, 
depending upon the significance and availability of news 
and advertising, the Miner generally followed this arrange
ment of material established in its first issue.

There has been some question about how much of the 
editorial work was actually done by editor and publisher 
Hand. Albert Santa, one of the paper's first printers, said 
that "'Dick* McCormick did the editorial work on the Miner," 
and McClintock characterized Hand as the "nominal editor" 
while he said McCormick did much of the editorial work. 
Shortly after the second issue appeared, McCormick himself 
said in a letter to General Carleton that he had to add to 
his territorial responsibilities the duties of editor and

22. Miner, March 9» 1864, p. 2
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manager of the Miner. ^ John H. Marlon, the Miner's most 
colorful editor and a vigorous critic of McCormick,frequently 
accused the Secretary of either writing Its editorials or 
controllng what was said. Some years later, In a brief his
torical sketch of the paper he referred to Hand as the 
Miner's printer, rather than Its editor. It seems unlikely 
that McCormick could have carried the full editorial load 
for long, but he certainly must have kept a close political 
eye on what appeared In his paper, in spite of its claims of 
independence in everything.

Although there seemed to be no secret about who owned 
the paper, McCormick was always careful to keep any reference 
to his Interest out of its columns. Santa claimed that the
paper's principal Interest was the futherance of McCormick's

25political ambitions. This was probably true to some extent 
but the columns of the Miner during the period it was under 
McCormick's control show a liberal interest in all affairs 
of the Territory, not just those of the Secretary as these 
charges indicate. 23 24 25

23

23. Santa "Reminiscences,* McClintock, Arizona, vol. 
2, p. 502; Letter from McCormick to General James H. Carleton 
dated Fort Whipple, March 26, 1864. Information supplied by 
D. B. Sacks.

24. Prescott Morning Courier, October 28, 1889, P* 1 
and Prescott Weekly Courier, November 1, 1889, P* 1.

25. Lockwood, Pioneer Days, p. 348. Fred G. Hughes, 
an early resident of Arizona, made much the same statement in 
an interview quoted in Parish, History, p. 46.
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The Arizona Miner began Its life as a semi-monthly 

publication, although it told its readers that it hoped soon 
to become a weekly. Subscription rates, “payable in advance 
without exception," were set at $5*00 a year, #3.00 for six 
months, #1.50 for three months, and 10^ for a single copy.
The price of 10jZ? per copy was totally unrealistic for a 
semi-monthly publication, and probably reflected the intent 
to make it a weekly. The single issue price was later 
increased to 25^• Efforts were made immediately to attract 
more subscribers. An item in the first issue said the next 
military express would carry copies “to persons both on the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts, whose names we shall be glad to 
add to our subscription list. Those interested in Arizona 
cannot afford to be without a journal so entirely devoted to 
its affairs." However, this meant only English-speaking 
readers, for another item explained that the Miner would be 
unable to print articles in Spanish “owing to our inability 
to procure the necessary accents. It was only by special 
favor that we were spared material enough from the newspaper 
offices at Santa Fe [sic] and Albuquerque to issue our 
English edition. We hope to procure a better assortment of 
type from California at an early date."

Advertising was difficult to obtain on the frontier, 
and rates were also comparably high. “A square equals ten 
lines of this letter. One square or less, one insertion, 
#2.00. Each subsequent insertion, #1.00. One square standing
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for three months, $6.00. For six months, $10.00. For one 
year $15*00 and at the same rates for larger quantities.M 
Of course, no frontier journal could hope to exist on sub
scription and advertising revenue alone, as a later day 
journalist testified:

The "strong holt" [sic] of most of them lay in 
politics, public printing and job work. An 
election was harvest time for the journals.
For the publication of a card announcing the 
candidacy there was a regular graduated rate, 
running from $10 for a Coroner, to $250 or so 
for a Sheriff, and more than that for a Congress
man, the price charged including a commensurate 
amount of "favorable mention."

Then, again the rates for legal notices were 
very high, being entirely out of proportion to 
the ordinary commercial prices. The Sheriff had 
the giving out [sic] of a large number of such 
notices and these would be given to the one which 
happened to support him for office, making a very 
nice prerequisite. In some cases, where there was 
only one paper published in a country, it may be 
imagined that such a publication had a "pudding."
Then, for job printing, rates were charged which 
would make the eyes of the Los-Angeles job printer 
of 1900 open wide in amazement. Another source of 
revenue after election, was found in the practice 
of getting the Legislature, when it convened, to 
vote an appropriation for a specific number of 
copies of each Arizona paper for the use of the 
members during the session, at twenty-five cents 
per copy. A legislator who failed to vote for such , 
an appropriation was considered something of a freak. b

The Miner could only hope to have some of these fi
nancial plums at a later time, for there was no Legislature 
in March, 1864. The Miner did publish a daily legislative

26. Letter from Harry Brook to the Los Angeles 
Times, reprinted in the Arizona Sentinel (Yuma) in 1890, 
quoted in Joseph Miller, Arizona: The last Frontier (New 
York, 1965), P* 88.



issue In the Fall of 1866, and it is likely that it received 
a government subsidy for its efforts.

Once the Miner was launched, Hand was faced with the 
problem of gathering enough news to keep its columns filled.
He was dependent upon individual travelers or the irregular 
mails for copies of California and eastern papers which were 
virtually his only source of national news. Items appeared 
frequently in the Miner thanking various individuals for 
sending or bringing copies of these papers to the Miner office. 
Territorial news was more easily obtained, and filled the 
majority of the Miner's columns. Mining activities, poli
tics, the need for mail and stage service, a telegraph, a 
Pacific railroad, and other pressing hopes of the Territory 
were frequently featured in the Miner*s columns, but the 
major issue was the Indian problem and scarcely an issue of 
the Miner appeared without some mention of Indian-.depredations 
or military campaigns against the Indians. Everyone con
cerned with Arizona's future agreed that the Indian menace 
must be removed before the area would prosper, and the Miner 
echoed the widespread view that the Indian must be subjugated 
or exterminated. Shortly after one of the expeditions of 
King S. Woolsey against the Apaches, the Miner said:

In view of these vigorous measures we trust we shall 
hear no more of persons leaving the mines from an 
apprehension of annoyance from the Indians. We believe 
the country will be entirely safe for residence and 
labor, and that provisions may soon be had at reason
able rates. . . . The subjugation of the Apaches is a

72



73
necessity to the peace and prosperity of the Ter
ritory to which, happily our authorities and people 
are now fully alive. '

Because of the slowness of communication, it was 
some time before Hand knew how well his paper was received. 
Finally, in the third issue, on April 6, he announced with 
pride: HTo General Coulter, of lynx Creek, belongs the cre
dit of being the first subscriber to the Miner. Gen. C. is 
wide awake, and if all who hunt gold were as philosophical 
and persevering as he, it would be a happy thing. We are 
glad to know that his claims are paying well." The follow
ing month he was able to publish the following journalistic 
puffs:

The Arizona Miner,— We welcome the first number 
of this handsomely gotten up and ably edited paper 
for our exchange list. It is published at Fort 
Whipple, Arizona, by Mr. T. A. Hand and will be an 
able and, we have no doubt, a fair exponent of the 
interests of the young and promising Territory. We 
wish it abundant success, [from the Santa F£ Gazette.1

We have received the first number of the Arizona Miner, which we add to our exchange list with pleasure. 
It is a neatly printed, well gotten up sheet, published at Fort Whipple by Tisdale A. Hand, and it 
and the Press will go "Hands-all-round" for anything 
that may be for the mutual interest of both Terri
tories. [from the Albuquerque Rio Abajo Press.J2*3

The first known official printing done by the Miner 
was a broadside proclamation by the Governor dated April 9, 
1864. It was entitled: Proclamation, by John N. Goodwin,

27. Miner. March 23, 1864, p. 2.
28. Ibid., May 11, 1864, p. 3.



74
Governor of Arizona Territory, defining Judicial districts,

29and assigning judges.
It was obvious from the first that the Chino Valley 

was unsuitable for the location of the capital. It was 
remote and did not appear to be in an area of particular 
growth potential. Both Tucson and La Paz wanted the capital, 
but the major mining area, which was believed to hold the 
best possibilities for Arizona's future, was developing 
then in north-central Arizona. The Miner had a simple solu
tion to the capital question. In its first issue it suggested 
that the Governor appoint a place for the meeting of the 
First Legislature and let them decide where the capital 
should be located. However, it also added a gentle argument 
for the north-central districts

In point of immediate comfort, of houses, of 
markets, a fixed population, etc. we doubt not 
that Tucson is at present the most attractive 
point, but the Governor must do what he thinks 
best for the public interest. This he accounts 
of paramount Importance, and the people of Tucson,
La Paz, and other places should remember that the 
opening of the resources of this central and rich 
mineral district, must immediately and directly 
tend to their advantage.

Mining activity was centering about twenty-five 
miles to the southwest on Granite Greek near the Bradshaw 
and Sierra Prieta Mountains, and in April,Governor Goodwin 
selected a site for the capital in that vicinity. It was

29. Fort Whipple: Arizona Miner Office, 1864. 
McMurtie, Printing in Arizona, pp. 21, 35.
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named Prescott, by Secretary McCormick, in honor of the 
noted historian, William Hickling Prescott. Streets and 
lots were quickly marked off, and the townsite was formally 
dedicated on May 30, 1864. The first sale of lots was held 
on June 4, and miners, merchants, and others bought seventy- 
three lots for more than four times their assessed value.
"As usual the press took the lead, the lot for the MINER 
office having been bought at the highest price for which 
any were sold, viz. $245»

Building commenced immediately. On the highest 
portion of the townsite an entire block was set aside for 
public buildings and came to be known as Capital Block. 
Another block was set aside for a public plaza. Streets 
were named for individuals identified with the history of 
the Territory, and the town presented an attractive appear
ance:

The personality of this newborn community quite 
definitely reflected the influence of its original 
founders. Prescott was characteristically American and Yankee from its beginning. The people, archi
tecture, and cultural tone of the community were 
far removed from Santa F4 or Tucson. All structures were made of brick, sawed lumber, or at least logs, 
and their design was borrowed from the East. The 
squat, flattopped adobe buildings prominent in southern Arizona were not to be seen. Only the
central plaza was adapted to the townsite as a lone concession to the Mexican past.

30. Miner, June 22, 1864, p. 2
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The early economy revolved around the territorial government, Fort Whipple [which had been moved to 

a site about a mile northeast of Prescott], and 
mining in the Immediate vicinity. Restaurants and 
hotels flourished while accommodating the representa
tives attending the legislative sessions that fall.The military personnel stationed at the fort received 
supplies from Prescott.^

The Miner office, the first building completed in 
Prescott, was apparently constructed of the same hand-sawed

32lumber used in its earlier office. The Miner press, which
was transported to its new location early in June, was set

33up before the roof was completed.
Only six issues of the Miner were published at Port 

Whipple, the last one appearing on May 25. This was hardly 
enough time to work out the various problems of frontier 
publishing, but the paper looked hopefully to the future in 
its new home, and in its next issue (number seven) on June 
22, it stated that "the Miner of to day hails from a -new 
place of publication. . . .  We are now comfortably and 
conveniently located, and the paper will be regularly sent 
off, for the present semi-monthly as heretofore, though at 
an early day we hope to greet our friends and patrons with 
a weekly edition."

31• Kitty Jo Parker Nelson, "Prescott: Sketch of a Frontier Capital, I863-I900," Arlzonlana. vol. 4, no. 4,
pp. 21, 22.

32. Albert Franklin Santa in St. Johns Observer 
(Arizona), March 9, 1912.

33« McClintock, Arizona, vol. 2, p. 502; Lockwood, 
Pioneer Days, pp. 334, 348; Miner, October 13, 1866, p. 2, 
and September l4, 186?, p. 2.



Chapter 6

"OFFICIAL PAPER OF THE TERRITORY"

Shortly after the Miner resumed semi-monthly publi
cation In Prescott, Tisdale Hand had a near-fatal confronta
tion with an argumentative drifter named Lou Thrift. A 
native of Virginia, Thrift was an ardent Southern sympathizer 
and apparently enjoyed bullying Northerners in local saloons. 
On one of these occasions, Hand, who was accustomed to fight
ing his battles with a pen, called the Southerner a liar, 
much as he might have done in the editorial columns of the 
Miner. Thrift was astonished, but he was apparently always 
ready to settle such matters with a six-shooter, and demanded 
immediate satisfaction. Hand was not a gunman, nor did he 
ever carry a weapon. However, when he refused the challenge, 
Thrift was furious and said: "Such cowardly curs as you are 
ready to shoot off their mouths and then hide behind the 
law." He pulled one of his two pistols, and laid the cocked 
revolver beside Hand's plate, saying, "Now you are armed; 
cut loose." The editor, who would have been no match for 
the more expert Thrift, was badly frightened and still 
declined, telling Thrift, "You have the advantage and could 
kill me before I made a move." In a rage, Thrift jumped up 
and walked to the wall, leaving the cocked pistol on the

77
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table and daring Hand to shoot: "Now, you white-livered 
scoundrel, you have the advantage." Hand still refused to 
fight, and after more abuse the bully picked up his gun 
and put it slowly back in its holster, saying to himself,
“No credit to kill a cur like that."'*'

Toward the middle of the summer, Hand was again on 
the defensive, this time with Samuel Adams and Charles Leib, 
political candidates who apparently felt the Miner had not 
given them adequate publicity in its columns and had not 
printed their political cards soon enough. Hand responded 
in the Miner of August 10 that Leib*s tickets were the first 
job work done after the Miner moved to Prescott, and indicated 
that its columns were open at all times “upon the same terms 
as to other aspirants for office, viz., the regular rates of 
advertising." Some writers have indicated that these diffi
culties were the cause of Hand's departure from the Miner 
and return to the East. Although he did not leave until some 
time in the fall, many weeks after these incidents occurred, 
they may have influenced him to end his career as a frontier 
journalist and return to a more secure position with the 
eastern press.

Even before Hand's departure, the Miner was making 
rapid strides. It established agents in Tucson, La Paz, 1

1. McClintock, Arizona, vol. 2, p. 503. Thrift was 
later shot and killed by a man named Jay, whom he had been 
antagonizing.



Santa F£, and San Francisco, raised the price of single issues
from 10^ to 25^, increased advertising, and improved its
job printing facilities. On September 7 it said: MThere is
no longer need of sending •inside* or ’outside* for your job
printing. Let your home press, established at much expense,
and in the face of many difficulties, be liberally patronized."
Four pamphlets were also printed with the inscription, Office
of the Arizona Miner, 1864; the Mining Law of Arizona, a
Fourth of July oration by Secretary McCormick, Governor
Goodwin's message to the First Legislative Assembly, and the
charter, constitution, and by-laws of the state historical 

3society.
Although the Miner still claimed to be politically 

independent, it supported Lincoln for re-election to the 
presidency, saying on July 7$ "His re-election will be far 
more likely to hasten the restoration of honorable peace to 
our distracted country, than would a transfer of the helm 
of state to inexperienced hands, at this important hour."
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2. In its issue of September 7» when it was six months old, the Miner contained nearly three columns of ads in addition to one and a half columns of public notices and 
official proclamations.

3* Complete titles of the documents are as follows: Mining Law of the Territory of Arinona [sic]; Independence 
and Progress. An Oration Delivered at Prescott, Arizona, July, 
4th, 18041 Message of His Excellency, John N. Goodwin, Gov
ernor of"Arizona Territory. To the First Legislative Assembly
of the Territory, September, 1864; and Charter, Constitution ana By-Laws of the Arizona Historical Society. Incorporated-  
and organized, November, 1864. McMurtle, Printing in Arizona, 
pp. 21, 35-36. See McMurtie for complete titles hereafter.
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After the election it reaffirmed that it was not a political 
paper, but justified its support of Lincoln "because we 
believed his course to have been a prudent one, his integrity 
to be unimpeachable, and his experience of indispensable 
value to the country at this time."** In November, the Miner 
became a monthly for about seven months, giving as its reason 
"the greatly increased cost of printing material" and its 
"obligation to print the Territorial laws without delay. We 
shall issue these as rapidly as possible in supplements, 
which we will furnish to our subscribers, and hope they will 
receive an equivalent for the omitted numbers of the paper."-*

Emmet A. Bentley became publisher of the Miner in 
November after Tisdale Hand left for the East. He had come 
to Arizona in July, I863 to engage in placer mining on lynx 
Creek. The following June he entered the Miner office as a 
journeyman printer. Little is known of his background, 
except that he was about twenty-four years old, and his father 
had published a newspaper called the Gazette and Argus in 
Burlington, lowa.^ Bentley apparently ran the Miner much 4 * 6

4. Miner, December 14, 1864, p. 2.
5» Ibid., p. 2. An item in this same issue indi

cated that this number (1?) would close the first volume so 
that "future volumes may run evenly with the years." The 
supplements mentioned appeared with the regular issues of 
November 23 and December 14, and as a separate printing on 
December 28.

6. Ibid., March 9, 186?, p. 3.
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in the same way as had Hand. However, few issues for I865 
are available, and little can be ascertained about this 
period of the paper's history.

In the Miner*s anniversary issue, Bentley gave a 
brief sketch of its ups and downs during the first year, 
and sounded hopeful for the future♦ He could easily have 
been speaking for the majority of citizens in the year-old 
Territory.

When there was not a single sack of flour or a pound 
of bacon to be had in all this interior country; 
when the Apache extended his raids to within a thousand 
yards of this office; when, owing to the imperfections 
of the shelter, the suns of summer melted the rollers 
and the frosts of winter solidified the ink, the MINER 
press was not stopped, but kept in operation, in the 
face of obstacles such, as we think, few papers have 
to contend with. Among the obstacles beyond those 
named, must be considered the great cost of trans
portation, of labor and of living here, and the 
sparse settlement of the territory, which to this 
time have made the enterprise a constant pecuniary 
loss. But we believe the worst is past. In spite 
of all that has been said against Arizona (and no one 
of the territories has been so persistently maligned), 
the people both of the Pacific and Atlantic states 
are rapidly realizing that the gold of the land is 
good and abundant; that the facilities for mining 
and agriculture are not surpassed by any metallic 
country yet discovered, and, in our judgement,
Arizona will henceforth enjoy uninterrupted and sub
stantial prosperity. So promising is the future, 
that, with inadequate immediate encouragement, we 
begin a new issue of the MINER. We believe the 
increased expense which we incur . . .  will induce 
our friends to give us a more cordial support, and 
we shall make it our platform in the future as in 
the past— local rather than national affairs will 
occupy our attention; we are pioneers in the building 
up of a state, which shall do honor to itself and 
to the age. In the subjugation of the savage, in 
the development of the vast mineral and other resources 
of the territory, and a diffusion of a correct know
ledge of the same, in the establishment of law and



82
order, the encouragement of the school and the 
church, and all the free institutions which give 
strength, character and propserity to a people, 
we shall take an active and earnest part.'

The Miner was designated "Official Paper of the
Territory” in I865, and continued to carry this title until
McCormick sold it two years later. It also did considerable
printing for the Territory-four pamphlets totaling 833 pages.
These were the Journals, Acts, Resolutions and Memorials, and
the Howell Code adopted by the First Legislative Assembly.
The fourth was McCormick's message to the Second Legislative 

8Assembly.
Volume three of the Miner opened on January 10 with 

an updated version of the editorial used on the paper's first 
anniversary. There was a significant change in this volume. 
The paper was larger and contained six columns per page. 
Readers were informed that it would now be devoted to the

9interests of the "intrepid and deserving" miners of Arizona. 
Subscribers and advertisers were warned that henceforth the 
business would be operated on a "cash system," and with the 
exception of that issue (January 10), "no copy will be sent 
out and no advertisement inserted until payment is received. 
Funds may be sent by mail, express, or private hand at the 
risk of those sending." It is doubtful if this warning had 7 8

7. Quoted in Arizona Journal-Miner (Prescott), March 
9, I896, p. 1, from anniversary issue of March, I865 (exact date uncertain), which is no longer available.

8. McMurtie, Printing in Arizona, pp. 21, 36-37.
9* Miner, February 28, 1866, p. 4.
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the mercy of its subscribers and advertisers. Even a potential 
income was better than none at all. This problem of unpaid 
debts hampered the paper for a long time, and its columns 
indicate that it frequently had to remind its clients of 
their obligation. Ingerestingly, in its issue of August 8, 
someone forgot to put an ad on page one, leaving a blank 
space worth $12 at the going rate.

From its first issue, the Miner advocated a Pacific
railroad along the thirty-fifth parallel route, which would
pass near Prescott. When news was received of the decision
to build across Nebraska, Wyoming, Utah, and Nevada, the
Miner was not at all pleased.

Those who live in this region and know anything of 
the Sierra Nevadas and Wasatch Mountains, or have 
ever heard of the waterless, treeless, grassless, 
worthless desert of Nevada and Utah, are amazed 
that such a rash and unfortunate choice should 
have been made. . . . New Mexico, Arizona and 
Southern California should have put forth every 
exertion to assert the superior claims of the 
thirty-fifth parallel route and to keep its 
manifold advantages constantly before the people 
and their representatives. 0

Although a railroad did not enter Arizona along the thirty- 
fifth parallel route for another fifteen years, the Miner 
kept the advantages of such a line continually before the 
people and their representatives, as indicated by numerous 
articles and editorials appearing in its columns during 
those years.

10. Ibid., February 14, 1866, p. 2



As a defender of the interests of Arizona, the Miner
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felt it necessary from, time to time to correct items which 
appeared in papers it considered less knowledgeable than 
itself in the states or other territories. After the 
Albuquerque Press tried to convince its readers of superior 
advantages in New Mexico, the Miner replied: "The purpose 
of this tirade evidently is to keep the emigrant in New 
Mexico, and to prejudice him against Arizona." It then pro
ceeded to point out the advantages of Arizona, ending with 
what it may have hoped was a telling argument, but one which 
would still give any timid reader a second thought about
traveling in Arizona: "As far as the Apache is concerned, 
there is no danger if parties move with caution and in any 
number above ten. Indeed, parties of from two to five have 
lately arrived here from New Mexico in perfect safety. 
Frontier editors seemed to take great pleasure in reprimand
ing each other, and their verbal exchanges became colorful 
features which readers must have enjoyed immensely.

In July, 1866, publisher Bentley announced to the 
Miner*s readers the addition of Robert Meacham to the staff 
as editor. Meacham, who had come to Arizona from New York
with McCormick, was sixty-four years-of-age, and had been

12a printer and editor many years before. He said that he 11 12

11. Ibid., May 9, 1866, p. 2.
12. Ibid., July 11, 1866, p. 2, April 18, 18?9,

p. 2. Meacham*s name is sometimes given as Randall Meacham.
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had come to Arizona for business other than that of a news
paper, but he entered heartily into his editorial role just
before the general elections for Territorial Delegate to
. 13Congress.

A year earlier, the Miner had become Involved in a 
political squabble between Charles D. Poston and Governor

14Goodwin. Poston was soundly beaten by Goodwin in the 1865 
election for delegate to Congress, and issued a broadside 
claiming fraud. He said that McCormick, acting for the 
Governor, had pledged Goodwin1s support to Poston, but that 
when the Governor arrived in Prescott, in the absence of 
McCormick he "took possession of the press, struck my name 
from the list of candidates, suppressed the editorials in 
my favor and palmed off upon the people articles laudatory 
of himself.M Poston said that an article in the Miner, 13 14

13. Dally Miner, September 16, 1867, p. 2. He was 
also active as an auctioneer during and after his term as 
editor of the Miner. Miner, October 29, 1866, p. 3«

14. Poston, who became far better known than Goodwin,
was b o m  in Kentucky on April 20, 1825. As a boy, he worked as a printer’s devil on his father’s paper, and was appren
ticed to the clerk of Hardin County. He went to San Francisco 
in 1851 and served in the surveyor’s office of the Custom 
House before his exploring expedition to the newly acquired 
Gadsden Purchase. (See Chapter 1). In 1862 and I863, Poston 
was a leading influence in the organization of Arizona Terri
tory, and in July, 1864 he was elected its first delegate to 
Congress. B. Sacks, "Charles Debrille Poston: Prince of
Arizona Pioneers," The Smoke Signal, no. 7 (Tucson, Spring, 1963); For a thorough study of the organization of the 
Territory see B. Sacks, Be It Enacted.
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suggesting that he would support the Governor for the delegacy 
"is an infamous falshood and forgery, made without the shadow 
of right or color of truth, and in violation of all courtesy, 
decency, honor, and law.11"1"'*

Before the 1866 election, the Miner cautiously said: 
"By our next issue we hope to be able to name all the candi
dates, and we shall perhaps make a selection. But the MINER 
is not a political paper, and it certainly will not support
any one unless he has more than simply political ground to 

16commend him." The Miner did not immediately make a choice, 
even when it became clear that Poston and Coles Bashford 
were leading rivals for the delegacy. However, its sup
posedly non-partisan, high-sounding editorial early in August 
undoubtedly recalled Poston’s caustic attack following the 
last election: "Let us have men who have no personal quar
rels to adjust, no private ambitions to gratify, no extreme 
views to advance, and who, rising above self and section, 
will strive by every means in their power to help our people
in their endeavor to find safe and profitable homes in this

17new and much abused country." * 16 17

15* Lawrence Poston, III (ed), "Poston vs. Goodwin:A Document on the Congressional Election of I865," Arizona
and the West, vol. 3» no. 4 (Winter, 1961), pp. 351-354.

16. Miner, July 25, 1866, p. 2.
17. Ibid., August 8, 1866, p. 2.
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In the next issue, open warfare errupted.
Since our last the two candidates for Delegate 

have spoken in Prescott. Col. Poston, evidently 
in very bad humor, made a speech full of bitterness 
and complaint. One would think, from his language, 
that instead of having been a petted, pampered 
office holder, the recipient of the two best 
offices in connection with the Territory, he had 
been terribly misused. He whined and whimpered, fretted and swore, as though beside himself; and 
it is charitible [sic] to believe that he was. . . . 
Instead of confining himself to the contest before 
him, he must needs go out of his way to drag in 
parties and issues having nothing to do with the 
campaign. In wretched bad taste he dealt in a low 
and dirty personal attack upon the Governor, for whose office he should have had respect, if he had 
none for the incumbent.

Let it be understood that the point in the 
contest for Delegate is not a question of the 
country above or below the Gila, or one of party, 
but whether a disappointed and embittered adventurer, 
who will sacrifice everything for self, and has 
always done so; who is here all for Prescott, and 
in the lower country all for Tucson; who has taken 
every means to make money for himself and family, 
at the inconvenience and loss of the people, is 
better entitled to represent us than a fresh and 
reasonable man, his superior in intellect, in 
integrity, in experience and in all that qualifies 18 
a Delegate to render us good service at Washington. °

Poston was obviously very bitter about his defeat of 
the year before, and apparently used it as a major campaign 
issue. He never let his opponents forget what he considered 
unjust and fraudulent treatment, bringing down upon himself 
more violent criticism from them. In another column of its 
August 22 issue, the Miner defended its own position against 
Poston:

18. Ibid., August 22, 1866, p. 2
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Col. Poston, in his violent and venomous harangue 

in Prescott, undertook to criticize the course of the 
MINER, and to find fault with its treatment of him.
If our readers will turn to our files they will see 
that the Colonel has no just reason for this attack.
So far as he is concerned the MINER gave him a 
steady and cordial support until he began his child
ish crusade upon Gov. Goodwin, and even then it 
handled him tenderly, hoping he would see the absurdity 
of his position. . . . The Colonel alleged that he 
received a majority of the legal votes in the Territory, 
thereby questioning the integrity of every inspector 
and judge. In a letter now before us he says: MI 
claim that the only legal voting was in Yuma county, 
where I had a majority. The balance are [sic] illegal. . . . "  We undertake to say that a more 
impudent and incorrect statement never was made.

As to the course of the MINER, since its establish
ment, we care but very little for the opinion of Col. 
Poston, or any other political hack. If any of the 
Territories have had a paper more keenly alive to 
their interests, more dignified and courteous in 
its language, and less given to personalities, we 
have yet to learn of the fact.

The vulgar and unwarrantable attack of Col.
Poston, whom we do not support because he has 
made a fool of himself and we deem him utterly 
unworthy of confidence, can do us no harm and we 
venture the prediction that when he is dead and 
rotton our press will be active, and the MINER 
will be a fixed institution in the country.
Demagogues and parties are short lived, but a 
newspaper, well established, and conducted upon 
correct principles, never dies.

To the Miner*s satisfaction, Poston lost the election 
to Coles Bashford, and the bitterness of the campaign soon 
faded from its columns. However, as a parting shot, and a 
further justification for indulging in "personalities," the 
Miner said:
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Had the Colonel followed a proper course; had he 
attended to the Issues before him; had he fought 
his antagonist Governor Bashford, and not gone out 
of his way to attack those who were making no fight 
upon him, the canvass might not only have been free 
from personalities, but from any especial excitement.
We have satisfaction in knowing that the people 
have well sustained our view of the man, and by 
their ballots signally (ex-) [sic] expressed their 
disapprobation of his dlsreputable method of 
electioneering, a method which we trust will never 
again be resorted to in Arizona. °

When the Third Legislative Assembly met in October
and early November, the Miner undertook a new responsibility—
the publication of a daily newspaper. Although it was Arizona's
first daily, and contained various current news items, it
printed mainly the journals of proceedings in both houses
and the principal laws passed by them, and can scarcely be
considered a daily newspaper in the usual sense. It was a
three-column, four-page paper measuring 8 by 11 inches, and
contained a few columns of ads in addition to the legislative
material. The price was 10^ per copy, "in currency," or two
dollars for the session, and could be picked up each morning

20during the session at seven o'clock.
Twenty-two numbers of the Daily Arizona Miner, plus 

two supplements, appeared between October 8 and November 7, 
and "contained all the proceedings of both houses to the 
final adjournment. We are indebted to the honorable members

19• Ibid., September 26, 1866, p. 2.

20. Ibid
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and to the clerks for the facilities tendered us. . . .M 
Bentley was pleased with the results, and the Assembly was 
apparently pleased also, and resolved "That the thanks of 
the Legislative Assembly are due and are hereby tendered to 
the Territorial Printer, E. A. Bentley, who has exhibited a 
thorough knowledge of his duties, and has discharged them 
with Industry, fidelity and Impartiality, and that his

22courteous bearing Insures him of our esteem as a gentleman."
The Miner*s job printing office also had a busy year

with printing of the Journals and the Acts, Resolutions and
Memorials of the Second Legislative Assembly. It also printed
three items by Governor McCormick: J an oration before the
Arizona Pioneer Society (two editions), his proclamation to
the people of Arizona, and his message to the Third Leglsla- 

24tive Assembly. It also announced to miners, merchants, 
lawyers, and others, that it was prepared to execute circulars, 
briefs, cards, ball tickets, receipts, posters, letterheads, 
bill heads, certificates of stock, claim certificates, and 
"PLAIN OR ORNAMENTAL BLANKS."25

21. Ibid., November 10, 1866, p. 2.
22. Ibid.
23. When Goodwin became Arizona’s delegate to Congress 

in July of I865, McCormick advanced to the governorship. He 
was reappointed in the summer of 1866.

24. McMurtle, Printing In Arizona, pp. 37-38.
25. Miner, February 28, 1866, p. 4.

21



The Miner had moved into its Prescott office late in
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May, 1864, and on October 1, 1866 it moved again to new 
quarters. "Nothing is better calculated to illustrate the 
advance of the country than a comparison of these two build
ings. The former built of rough boards cut by hand, and 
without finish of any kind; the latter of first class brick, 
the woodwork of millsawed lumber, and finished throughout in

26a style that would not discredit New York or San Francisco.”
In the same editorial, the Miner also took the oppor

tunity to give a resume of its history and the part it had 
played in the development of the Territory:

We think we have a right to feel proud of the iden
tity, humble though it may have been, we have had 
with the Territory since its organization. . • .
By every means in our power we have labored for its 
prosperity, and we think our enterprise has kept 
pace with that of those around us. From a small 
sheet the MINER has been enlarged to a goodly size.
Two presses and an ample supply of type enable us 
to do work quickly and well, and the publication 
of a daily paper during the session of the Third 
Legislature, is a step in advance of the times, 
which even our best friends had not supposed we 
would attempt. But we think we shall be able to 
do it in good style, and that it will be an accomo
dation that the members and the public will rightly 
appreciate•

The hearty congratulations extended to us by our 
many friends of all parties, and especially by the 
fair sex, on the occasion of the hop with which the 26

26. Ibid., October 13, 1866, p. 2
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completion of our new office was celebrated on 
Saturday evening, September 29th, have given us 
fresh cause to spare no effort to make the MINER 
not only a fixed but an increasingly popular 
institution in the land. '

With the Miner comfortably settled in its new quar
ters, the Daily Miner suspended until next Fall, and all 
legislative printing completed until early in I867, the 
Miner brought its third volume to a close.

On November 20, publisher Bentley left on a trip to
California with the expectation that he would assume full
ownership and editorial responsibilities from McCormick about

28the first of April, 186?. However, when he returned about
the middle of February, his party was attacked by Apaches at 
the divide between Skull Valley and Prescott. Some years 
later, a newspaper account based on an interview with Louis 
St. James, a member of the Bentley party, described the inci
dent as follows:

They traveled on horseback, and took the cut-off 
trail route of that day, which passes over a portion 
of the present [1911] wagon road to Copper Basin.
After reaching the latter place, and while going 
through a long ravine at a low elevation, the party 
was fired upon. Mr. Bentley, being in front, 
received the first wound. He was struck in the 
abdomen, and fell from his horse. With nerves of 
steel, and a firm determination to make a brave fight 
to the end, he stood erect and poured several volleys * *

27• Ibid. The same editorial is in the Daily Miner,
October 8, 1866, p. 2. This is the first known reference to 
two presses. It is uncertain when the second one was acquired.

28. Miner, November 30, 1866, p. 5 .
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into the redskins. Mr. St. James came up at this 
critical time and began firing a fusillade of bullets 
that astounded the Indians. He had a Henry rifle, 
the first repeating weapon that had been received 
in the country. The rapidity of the fire, together 
with the good execution, saved Mr. Bentley and him
self from a horrible fate. The Indians took to the 
brush, with the exception of three killed by Mr. St.
James at close range, and . . . they were ready to 
descend upon the two with their knives to begin their 
frightful work of mutilation. Mr. St. James was also 
wounded in this battle, receiving a wound in the leg, 
that would2got permit of him advancing except at a 
slow pace. ^

A party of travelers found Bentley’s group and helped them 
into Prescott. Although he was suffering from three wounds, 
Bentley returned to the Miner office and resumed his duties. 
However, on February 23 his condition worsened and the next 
day lockjaw set in. He gradually declined, and died 
February 2?.

Bentley’s death did not change McCormick’s plans to 
sell the Miner, and an advertisement appeared in its April 20 
issue announcing that the paper was offered for sale "for 
cash," at the price Bentley had agreed to pay for it plus 
whatever additional outlay for new materials may have been 
made since the date of his contract. "The establishment has 
two good presses, and in news and job type is one of the most 
complete upon the Pacific coast, outside of San Francisco."

While waiting for a buyer, the Miner continued in 
the usual way, but also made certain changes during the coming 29

P. 5
29. Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), January 13, 1911,



94
months. In March a new subheading under the title of the 
paper stated that it was WA Democratic Newspaper, devoted 
to the inculcation of Constitutional Principles of Govern
ment, and the advancement of the interests of every section 

30of Arizona."
The next month, a notice informed readers that the

Miner would henceforth be published every other Saturday,
instead of the second and fourth Saturdays of each month.
This only added two more issues per year, but it sounded like
a significant step forward. The notice also stated that as
soon as subscriber and advertising lists warranted the

31expense, the paper would be published weekly. Four and a 
half months later, with its issue of August 10, the Miner 
did become a weekly. It took that occasion to reiterate and 
justify its position as an "independent paper," claiming 
that the union of the population to subdue the Indians was 
much more important than "division over two penny political 
and partisan [sic] issues, from which no possible benefit is 
likely to accrue." It said that partisan elections in 
county offices was a farce, and that only one county in the 
Territory had to that time established elections along party 
lines. It said that while some people were displeased with 
the Miner's position, it care nothing for the politicians

30. Miner, March 23, 186?, p. 1.
31. Ibid., April 20, 186?, p. 2.
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who "have barked at" it because they could not control or
use its columns for their own political schemes. Poston had

32apparently left a lasting impression on the Miner.
Among other changes which the Miner noted in the

columns of volume four was the sale of its brick building,
to which it had moved only nine and a half months before.
It was to become a store, while the new office, located in
the Stanley house on Montezuma Street, was enlarged and

33facilities improved within a few weeks.
A problem which seemed in these early years to be 

perpetually with the Miner, as well as Arizonans in general, 
was the slowness and uncertainty of the mails. For the 
Miner, this meant frustrating gaps in its news from the 
States and other territories as well as frequent delays 
because of non-delivery of printing paper. It was not 
uncommon to find notices apologizing for the lack of news in 
the Miner*s columns. One such indicated that there had been 
no mail for ten days, and "we are again obliged to issue the 
MINER without news from north or south, east or west. The 
storm, which has prevailed most of the time during the last

3ktwo weeks, we presume will now be the excuse."

32. Ibid., August 10, 1867, p. 2.
33• Ibid., July 27, I867, p. 3> and August 17, I867,

P. 3*
34. Ibid., March 23, 186?, p. 2.
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When paper failed to arrive, the Miner could cut 

down its size, use a substitute such as man!la, or suspend 
publication. On one of these occasions it noted that the
last heard of its stock of paper "was this side of La Paz, 
the teamsters have come to a stop, waiting for a guard

3*5through the Apache country." ^ On another such occasion, 
when paper ordered from San Francisco was three months over
due , they cut down the size of the Miner temporarily in order
to use a small lot of paper purchased from an editor whose

36newspaper went out of business. A month later, the new 
paper still had not arrived and the Miner appeared on a 
substitute.

In our last issue, we did not think it necessary 
to make any explanation concerning the "radical" 
change in the color of the paper used. We allowed 
it to speak for itself, knowing full well that most 
of our readers would understand its meaning, but, 
as necessity compels us to stick to that color yet, 
we wish to inform all those who may feel an interest in knowing, that the long-expected stock of white 
paper . . . has not yet arrived, and, sooner than 
suspend for a short time, we preferred doing the 
best we could under the circumstances. In case [it] 
should not arrive by the time our "mongrel" supply gives out, it is our intention to steal all the 
white pocket handkerchiefs, shirts, etc., in town, 
and print the "official" organ upon them.-''

When no substitute could be found, they were forced 
to suspend publication. "We have searched the stores for

35. Ibid., January 12, 1867, p. 2.
36. Ibid., October 26, I867, p. 2.
37. Ibid., November 23, I867, p. 2.
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manlla paper, but that, like flour and bacon, is not to be
found in any store in town.M When publication resumed two
weeks later they indicated that half the supply of paper
which arrived, 320 quires, was ruined because a vessel of

38acid broke and spilled over it.
In an early issue of volume four, Meacham editoria

lized on the need for an adequate mail route to Arizona. He 
urged the new delegate, Coles Bashford, to give his attention 
to the establishment of two routes— one from Mesi11a to 
Tucson and Yuma and the other by way of Albuquerque, Prescott
and Mohave or La Paz. Although Bashford was not mentioned 
as having anything to do with it, a route was finally estab
lished to Prescott from San Bernardino and La Paz, the Miner
announced in May. This was to be a weekly mail beginning 

39after July 1.
Legislative printing consisted of the usual Journals 

and Acts, Resolutions and Memorials of the previous (Third) 
Legislative Assembly, as well as Governor McCormick’s message 
to the Fourth Legislative Assembly. The Miner office also 
printed a pamphlet by James C. McKee about the Surrender of 
United States forces at Fort Fillmore, New Mexico in July of 
1861.̂

38. Ibid., November 28, 1868, p. 3> and December 12,
1868, p. 3.

39. Ibid., March 9» 186?, p. 2. and May'18, 186?, p. 2.
40. McMurtie, Printing in Arizona, pp. 39-40.
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For a brief two and a half month period from July 1 

to September 14, William H. Ford, Governor McCormick's private 
secretary, became publisher of the Miner. Ford had been asso
ciated with D. Appleton & Co., New York publishers, and after 
the Civil War he traveled West. In Arizona he took an active 
part in public and private enterprise and was appointed private
secretary to McCormick, who had apparently known him in New 

41York. Ford had no more than a nominal association with the 
Miner. It did become a weekly during his tenure, but there 
is no indication that he had anything to do with the change.

Probably the most important event in the Miner* s 
history was its sale in September, I867. In the issue of 
September 14, editor Meacham announced the termination of 
his connection with the paper. He praised McCormick (not 
by name) for his efforts in sustaining the Miner Mthrough 
sessions of depression, and at a large outlay. . . . The 
establishment had been for sale for several months past, 
the owner having no desire to retain it longer than to put
the paper upon a good financial basis. It is now self
sustaining, and everywhere recognized as the leading journal

42of the Territory."

41. Long Island Farmer, July 13, I869, quoted in
the Arizonian, August 21, 1869, p. 2; Miner. October 13, 1866, 
p. 2. When the capital was removed to Tucson in the Fall of 
I867, he was appointed assistant secretary of the Territory.

42. Miner, September 14, 1867, p. 2. The same edi
torial is in the Daily Miner, September 16, I867.
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After he left the editorial chair of the Miner,

Meacham "bought a house, entered business as a merchant, and
was appointed postmaster of Prescott. At one time he was
reported to have gone to California "for the purpose . . .  of
buying printing material for a paper which he proposes to
publish here, in the interest of Gov. McCormick, of whom

43Mr. M. is an ardent admirer." The paper apparently never 
appeared, but Meacham did quite well in his mercantile busi
ness. "During a period of five years in Prescott, by close 
application to business, he managed to accumulate a very nice 
little property amounting to about $40,000, which he took 
to California, and located in Oakland." He died on April 
1, 1879. ^

As a parting gesture, Meacham, or perhaps Ford or 
McCormick, prepared an editorial giving a brief, glowing 
sketch of the Miner*s history. According to the editorial, 
the Miner had supported for delegate to Congress the persons 
best qualified for that post, consistantly advocated the 
worth of the Territory, and always had a good word for every 
worthy activity "calculated to enhance the prosperity of 
the people of every district. . . . "  The editorial said 
the Miner was well received everywhere as an authority on

43. Miner, December 19, 1868, p. 2.
44. Ibid., April 18, I879, p. 2
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Territorial affairs, and was extensively quoted on both 
the Atlantic and Pacific coasts.

Although sometimes called the organ of the Gover
nor and other Territorial officers, it has in no 
offensive or improper sense been such; it has not 
advocated the interests of any individual, in or 
out of office, at the expense of those of the whole 
people. It has lived up to its proposition to give 
its chief attention to local affairs, and it has 
refused to be forced into partisan measures. At 
the same time it has, whenever occasion required, 
spoken out boldly and clearly for the Union, the government and the laws. ^

Finally, the editorial said, perhaps with a premoni
tion of things to come, that those selling the paper to the 
new proprietor, "are of the opinion, that for the present 
at least, it would be better to keep it upon the independent 
basis, upon which it has risen to success, but of course 
they have no control over its future."

A brief item appearing in the Dally Miner two days
later stated simply: "The Weekly Miner will be a square,
live Democratic paper, and will not undertake to carry water
upon both shoulders. It will be fair, candid and manly in
its course, giving praise to the deserving, and censure to

46the doers of wrong." This was a suggestion of the Miner*s 
future policy, and a hint of the forcefulness of the new 
owner, one of Arizona*s most dynamic and colorful editors—  
John. H. Marion.

45. Ibid., September 14, I867, p. 2.
46. Daily Miner, September 16, I867, p. 2



Chapter 7

A NEW DEPARTURE FOR THE MINER

The light in John Marion’s office burned late Thurs
day night, September 19* 186?• This was his last chance to 
polish his introductory editorial as well as make last-minute 
changes in the first issue of the weekly Miner under his 
supervision. Next day, his printers would finish "sticking 
type" and run off the paper for early Saturday-morning distri
bution.

Marion’s salutatory was long and deliberate and left
no doubt about the paper’s future course. He said that while
under his control the Miner "will fearlessly, but in a
respectful and dignified manner, advocate the ancient and
time honored principles of the grand liberty-defending Demo- 

1cratio party." This was a marked departure from the suppos
edly "independent" position of the paper under its previous 
Republican control, and Marion spent considerable time explain
ing his difference with the party in power. He indicated, 
however, that politics would not be the main question treated 
by the Miner, but aside from it,

we will endeavor to make the MINER more useful than 
it has ever before been, in making known the 
resources, mineral, agricultural and pastoral, of

1. Miner, September 21, 186?, p. 2 .
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the whole Territory; and to further this end, we 
invite to our columns contributions containing 
anything and everything interesting or useful 
to our own citizens of the outside world, as, 
in the matter of building up the Territory to 
the position God and Nature intended her to 
occupy, we mean to know no party, no politics, 
and will as cheerfully insert an article or item 
pertaining to the good of the Territory and her 
people, coming from a Republican as from a Democrat.

Now, good friends, if you wish to make the paper 
useful, help us along by sending us an account of 
whatever of interest occurs in your vicinity, no 
matter whether you are a subscriber or not. We . . . 
have had very little experience as a writer, and 
ask our friends to "bear down very easy" upon us, 
should our ears protrude over the top of our cabezas.

With these few explanations and promises, we lay 
aside our pick, pen, shovel and horn spoon, put on 
the editorial harness, and try what we can do with 
pen, paste and scissors.

With these introductory comments, "Marion’s Miner," 
as it was later known, was launched by a man who was some
thing of a combination printer-miner-rancher-adventurer.
John Huguenot Marion was b o m  in New Orleans about 1837, and 
while "a mere boy" moved to St. Louis where he grew up.
When he was about sixteen years of age, he went to California
and settled in Oroville. After learning the printing trade

2there, he served as printer at Marysville for awhile. He 
came to Arizona in 1863, stopping for a short time in Yuma.

2. An item in the Prescott Morning Courier of May 12, 
1887, p. 1, said Marion was an employee of the St. Louis 
Republican in 1856 and 1857• However, there is no other 
reference to his returning to Missouri, and if he did work 
for the Republican, perhaps it was in the capacity of corre
spondent from California.
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The following year he moved to Prescott with the Boggs and
Will Short party, and engaged In ranching and mining In

3various locations, although he never got rich at It.
William Fourr, a companion on one of these early

mining expeditions to Lynx Creek, later wrote that Marlon
never had much to say but always was writing some
thing. I found out afterwards he was writing for 
a newspaper. Of course he was kind of lazy with the pick and shovel but a sensible man to talk to.
We always went to John M. for literary advice or 
to figure how many hundred it took to make a thousand 
and weigh our gold dust for us when we had any.Also we would ask him about the war as the North 
and South were fighting then and he would say that 
the South would surely win and that suited all of 
us. Well John M. did not like the country around 
there nor the mines. They were not rich enough so . 
he pulled out of our company and went back to Prescott.

For the next few years Marion was in and out of 
Prescott, making periodic mining expeditions, sending occa
sional communications to the Miner, and probably setting type 
on it when his funds dwindled.^ * 4 5

3» Arizona Enterprise (Florence), August 8, 1891, 
p. 1; John H. Marlon, Notes of Travel through the territory 
of Arizona, ed. Donald M. Cowell (Tucson, 1965), p. 3*

4. William Fourr, "A Young Man's Life in the Far West," book V, p. 1??, typescript copy of original at APHS.
5. He said later that he first set type on the Miner 

early in 1864. Prescott Morning Courier, October 28, I889, 
p. 1 and Prescott Weekly Courier, November 1, 1889, P« 1. 
Albert Franklin Santa told of Marlon sending in communica
tions to the Miner from Big Bug, where Marion was then engaged 
in placer mining. Banta reminiscences, Florence Tribune,
May 6, I889, p. 1.
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On July 13, 1866, Marion left Prescott with the 

White Mountain Prospecting and Exploring Company on a 
three-month trip across the Mogollon Plateau and White 
Mountains to the Zuni villages, then south through western 
New Mexico, along the Gila River, and finally northwest 
across the mountains to the Verde Valley and Prescott on 
October 1?. Marion later wrote about the trip for the Miner, 
telling of his experiences in "Apachedom." He said the 
party of 39 men "differed in religion, in politics and in 
a great many other things, yet each one vied with the other 
in making time pass pleasant and keeping up the general good 
feeling of the party.

The following September, Marion purchased the Miner 
in partnership with Benjamin H. Weaver, a thirty year-old 
printer from Michigan. Weaver was born at Palmyra, Michigan 
on March 1?, 1837* At fourteen years of age he became an 
apprentice printer and worked for three years on the Hillsdale, 
Michigan, Standard and a year for the Adrian Watchtower. He 
engaged in farming in Michigan and Illinois from I856 to 
I858, but in the summer of the latter year he went to 
California. During the Pike's Peak gold rush of 1859» he 
returned to Colorado and spent some time at Virginia City, 
Nevada the following year. He served as an army teamster 
during the early 1860s, traveling to Yuma, Tucson, Mesilla,

6 . Miner, January 26, I867, p. 2
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Service on September 20, 1864, he worked for a year as a 
printer on the Wilmington Journal (California). The Arizona 
Miner employed him as a printer when he came to Prescott dur
ing the fall of 1865• He continued in this capacity, at 
least intermittently, but also purchased a ranch in the
Chino Valley and later engaged in freighting between Prescott,

7For Mohave, and Ehrenberg.
Weaver had some narrow escapes from the Indians dur

ing his ranching and freighting days, and was once reported 
dead late in 1866 by his former paper, the Wilmington Journal. 
An item in the Miner set by Weaver himself Indicated that the

3
story was not true. On another occasion Weaver and five
neighboring ranchers were said to have driven off an Indian
raiding party, which had been enlarged by reinforcements to

9about seventy warriors.
Marion and Weaver apparently met while working at 

the Miner office, and formed a partnership to purchase and 
run the paper, the arrangement being that Marion would act * 8 9

?• Letter from Madison R. Loring of Los Angeles to APES; Joseph Fish, "Autobiography of Joseph Fish, 1842-1926," 
unpublished manuscript in APES, p. 418, n. 6. The above 
Information disproves an item in the Prescott Evening Courier 
of June 9» 1931> P* 1> which stated that Weaver set type for 
the first issue of the Miner in 1864.

8. Miner, November 30, 1866, p. 3.
9. Fish Manuscript, p. 418.
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as editor, and Weaver would be shop foreman. Others associa
ted with Marion and Weaver during the first few months of 
their proprietorship of the Miner included Byron Ross, "a 
brother typo," and William J. Beggs, "an old hand at the 
business" who came to work for the paper on September 14 
and edited it for two weeks during Marion’s absence early 
in October.

Another early Miner printer, at least briefly, was 
Dr. John T. Alsap, a surgeon and the first Territorial 
Treasurer. He was b o m  in Frankfort, Kentucky, in 1832 and 
attended college in New York City, where he graduated both 
in medicine and law. After traveling to California in 185**, 
he practiced medicine there for about nine years. When he 
reached Prescott in 1864, he engaged in prospecting and mining. 
During the same year he accompanied the King S. Woolsey expe
dition against the Apaches. Alsap Butte in the Grand Canyon 
was said to have been named for him. He served as Treasurer 
from 1864 ot 1867, and was a member of the Council of the 
Fifth Territorial Legislature and of the Assembly of the

10. Neither man is listed in the Arizona censuses of 
1864 or 1870. Ross left the Territory toward the middle of 
1868 to teach school at Havilah, California, and died at 
Ukiah City, California on September 23, I869. Miner, June 6, 
1868, p. 2 and October 30, I869, p. 3« Beggs was admitted 
to the practice of law while he worked at the Miner office, 
but within a few weeks he moved to Tucson, presumably to prac
tice law and be near the center of legislative activities. 
Ibid., October 26, I867, p. 2 and December 14, I867, p. 3.
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Sixth Legislature. It was in late 186? or early 1868 that
he worked in the Miner office. Later, he was a frequent

11Tucson correspondent for the paper.
An occasional correspondent was William J. Berry, a

lawyer and gunsmith from Pennsylvania, who carried on a
vigorous verbal duel with Marion when Berry was editor of

12the Arizona Sentinel of Yuma some years later.
Among the first considerations facing Marion and 

Weaver when they took over the reins of the Miner was the 
publication of the second volume of the daily (or legislative) 
Miner, which they had inherited with the parent weekly. Like 
volume one, it was a small-size, four-page, three-column 11 12

11. Biographical sketch of Alsap by his brother-in- 
law, Nerl Ficklin Osborn, in a letter dated July 18, 1939s 
to Mrs. Lotus M. Royalty, Corresponding Secretary of APRS; 
Fish Manuscript, p% 384-, n. 5s Miner, August 29, 1868, p. 2. 
Alsap moved to the Salt River Valley in 1869, and engaged in 
farming. He was in the Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth 
Territorial Legislatures, served two terms as Probate Judge 
of Maricopa County, and first Mayor of Phoenix in 1881. He 
died in September of 1886.

12. Pioneer biographical file, APHS. Berry was b o m  
in 1818, and came to Arizona from California in 1862. After 
prospecting activities in the Weaver Mining District, he 
lived in Le Paz and was admitted to the bar there. He was a 
member of the first Board of Supervisors of Yavapai County in 
1865-66 and District Attorney of Yavapai County in 1868.
The census of 1870 listed him as a resident of Prescott with 
property valued at $1,500?; Berry was first Registrar of the 
United States Land office at Prescott from July 10, I869 to 
October 14, 1871. He moved to Yuma in 1873 and edited the 
Arizona Sentinel from October 18 of that year to December 
30, Ibfb. He died in Tucson, July 9» I89I, at the age of 72. 
See comments about the Marlon-Berry editorial exchanges in the next chapter.
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paper published only during the session of the Fourth Terri
torial Legislature. It cost $2.00 for the session or 10^ a 
copy and was supposed to be delivered to subscribers before 
10 o'clock each morning. In addition to the proceedings of 
both houses, it contained information on bills introduced, 
votes of the legislators, and local and general news items, 
some of which were taken from the columns of the weekly 
paper. Twenty-five issues were published between September 
7 and October 8, and in the last issue of the daily, the pub
lishers said they hoped soon to be able to issue a daily 
"that will have a firmer and more lasting basis of support
than derived from a short session of a Legislative [~sicl 

13body. . . . "
The Fourth Legislature dealt Prescott and northern 

Arizona a severe blow which Marion took personally and for 
which he never forgave McCormick. It voted to move the 
capital to Tucson, taking with it the prestige and economic 
advantages which Prescott merchants, professional men, hotels, 
restaurants, and the Miner had enjoyed for nearly four years. 
Marlon struck out— too late— with the kind of editorial which 
was to make him famous. He said the reasons for the move 
were unsound and that if new inhabitants were to come to the 
Territory,

the majority of the population will not squat down 
upon a desert; they will settle in a region where a bird is able to fly to water in a few hours, and

13• Dally Miner, October 8, 186?, p. 2
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where the heat of the sun Is not hot enough to 
boil a rattle-snake. • • • Then, as now, Prescott 
will be as near the centre of population as any 
other point, consequently we think the members 
who voted for removal acted unwise and they may 
well yet live to regret the parts played by them 
in this scheming performance.

He was even harder on McCormick, claiming that the 
Governor had sold out to the politicians in southern Arizona 
for his own personal gains. Marion later claimed that 
McCormick tried to pay him to come to Tucson and run the 
Miner in support of the Governor."*"*’

Marion never publically complained about the loss of 
the legislative printing when the capital moved to Tucson, 
but this was certainly a major concern of any frontier pub
lisher, and he probably felt McCormick had betrayed him by 
selling him the Miner just before the capital bill was passed 
and signed. McCormick may have anticipated the move of the 
capital to Tucson, but his intent to sell the Miner had been 
known about a year earlier, and it is unlikely that the pos
sible move of the capital was the main reason he wished to 
sell. It is more likely that with his heavy executive load 
and other interests, he no longer wanted the burden of running 
a struggling frontier paper, and hoped to sell it to someone 
who would support him and his cause. Marion was not the man, 
however. 14 *

14. Miner, October 5> 186?, p. 2.
15• See especially, Ibid., March 28, 1868, p. 2. and 

July 30, 18?0, p. 3> as well as other editorial attacks 
against McCormick.
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Volume four of the Miner came to a close with issue 

number 36 on December 28, 186?. In many ways, that year had 
been a very significant one for the Miner. The paper had 
changed from a bi-monthly to a semi-weekly and finally to a 
weekly publication. It moved and enlarged its offices, 
expanded its job printing facilities, and became a large 
six-column paper for several m o n t h s A f t e r  the paper 
changed owners, it was launched, apparently without subsidy, 
as an outspoken Democratic newspaper. And most important, 
John Marion took over the editorial chair. There would be 
other changes in years to come, but by the end of 186? the 
era of "Marion*s Miner" was firmly established.

In spite of the loss of the legislative printing,
the Miner continued to expand. It raised subscription rates
to $7.00 a year, $4.00 for six months, and $2.50 for three
months. Advertising rates were set at $3.00 per insertion

17for a square and $2.00 per insertion for half square.
In its issue of November 9» I867, the Miner announced the 
purchase of "all the type, galleys, shooting sticks, italic 
sheep*s foot, stands, cases, chases, rules, leads, quoins 
(not current), bank (insolvent), paper, stock, etc." used 
formerly in the publication of the Gazette and the 16 *

16. It was reduced to five columns after its issue 
of October 19* I867.

17• Miner, September 28, I867, p. 1.
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T OArizonian. The Miner boasted that this new equipment made

Its office "second to none this side of San Francisco, both
for quantity and quality of material, which is all nearly 

19new. . . . "  A year after it acquired this printing mate
rial, the Miner moved into a new office on the west side of

20Montezuma Street.
As another part of its expansion, the Miner event

ually built up a sizeable corps of correspondents who were 
urged to "Continue to favor our readers with spicy 
letters. . . . "  If necessary, the Miner said it would be 
willing "to pay reasonable prices" for such communications, 
"to the end that the MINER shall continue to hold its place 
in the hearts of the people of every section of the Terri
tory, for all of whom it has labored unceasingly since com-

21ing under our control."
On August 1, 1868, the Miner changed its main and 

editorial headings, explaining that the type of the old main 18 * 20 21

18. The Gazette, a Republican paper, had been moved 
to Prescott from La Paz and lasted a few weeks during the sum
mer of 186?• The same press was apparently then used to 
print one issue of the Arizonian, a Democratic paper, in 
Prescott. See chapters 9 and 10 for details about these papers.

19• Miner, November 9» 186?, p. 3*
20. Ibid., November 7> 1868, p. 3»
21. Ibid., June 1, 1872, p. 2. It listed correspon

dents in Los Angeles, "Camps Hualpai and Grant, and Rioenix, 
Wickenburg, Tucson, Hardyvilie, Wallapai Mining District, 
Bradshaw and other important points in the Territory. . . . "
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heading was too large, heavy and "fat-faced." and that the
"gingerbread heading that formerly ornamented the editorial
page, with the vague and indefinite motto, ’The gold of that

22land is good,1 needed a rest. . . . "
Other changes were introduced in the Miner while it 

was under Marion’s control, and perhaps one of the most sig
nificant was when it expanded in size from 18 to 26 inches 
to 28 by 32 inches. This was to allow for the use of larger 
type and the inclusion of more reading material. "It will, of 
course, take more labor and money to publish a paper of this 
size than one of our old size; but, relying upon a suffi
cient increase in patronage to carry us through with this new, 
self-imposed task, we shall be able to make improvements. • • ."^3

Marion was ever in search of circulation, advertis
ing, and job printing, and apparently spent more time in 
pursuit of these vital elements of the business than had his 
predecessors. Only three months after he became editor he 
boasted that the subscription list was growing with each 
mail: "Democrats and Republicans admit that a change for the 
better has taken place in the paper. . . . and we hope that 
every man who has the interest of the Territory at heart,

22. Ibid., August 1, 1868, p. 2. The paper*s name 
changed to The Weekly Arizona Miner, with this issue also, 
having been simply, "Arizona Miner" from the beginning. With 
its issue of February 17* 1872, "The" was dropped from the 
name, making it Weekly Arizona Miner.

23. Ibid., January 6, 1872, p. 2.
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will come to our aid and help us to place the MINER in the 
front rank of Pacific coast journals.w His immediate sug
gestion was for every man in the territory to send sub
scriptions of the Miner to friends in Califomia and the
East "so as to Inform them of the advantages offered by

24this Territory to labor and capital."
The above editorial might be considered the begin

ning of Marion's continuing campaign to sell the Miner. In 
the first issue of volume five he continued the drive with 
the following words:

The paper has now a much larger circulation, more 
paying advertising, and, we modestly believe and 
assert, more real friends than it has had at any 
previous time during its existence. This number 
is the fifteenth that has been issued by the pre
sent proprietors, and we leave our readers to 
judge whether or not we have made any improvements 
in the matter and looks of the paper. • • . It is 
not an easy task for a person to set type, converse 
with visitors, make "ends meet," and edit a news
paper, and if we fall to "toe the mark," we hope 
our readers will exercise their charity and con
sider the circumstances of the case before passing 
judgement upon us. Owing to the small population 
of the Territory, and dullness of business, therg^ 
is no danger of our getting rich suddenly. . . .

24. Ibid., December 7> 1867, P» 2.
25. Ibid., January 4, 1868, p. 2. Marion later said 

that when he and Weaver took over the Miner it had a circula
tion of only 75, "including paying subscribers, 'dead-heads,• 
and exchanges . • . and although it contained about sixteen 
columns of advertising, but one-half column of all this was 
'paying-advertising,' the remainder having been put in to 
fill up space." Ibid., December 24, I870, p. 2.
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Seldom, if ever, did anyone get rich suddenly from 

a frontier journal, but Marion*s enterprise did show signifi
cant progress. In August, 1868, he reported that they were
then printing 500 copies weekly, an increase of more than 
, 26400 since he and Weaver took control. Even with allowances 
for exaggeration, some free distribution, and exchanges, this 
was an amazing increase, especially in view of the fact that 
the Miner was no longer the "official” paper of the Territory. 
Prescott was no longer the capital, and there was a rival 
paper in Tucson. Marion also said copies of the Miner were 
being sent to every state and territory in the Union "and 
most of what is known abroad in relation to the Territory, 
has been learned from the MINER: It contains more reading
matter than most weeklies; its typographical appearance com
pares favorably with the best looking journals of the Union,

27and Arizonians need not be ashamed to send it abroad."
Two and a half years later, with the close of volume

seven, the Miner reported that circulation had reached 6?2,
28and that it had several columns of paying advertising. 26 27 28

26. Ibid., August 15,-1868, p. 2.
27. Ibid. Marion*s boast that the Miner was being 

sent to every state and territory must be an exaggeration.
It had advertisers in California, Missouri, New Mexico, Texas, 
subscribers probably in these and a few other states, and 
exchanges with editors in still other areas, but it is incon
ceivable that it had subscribers or even exchanges in some 
of the eastern states.

28. Ibid., December 24, I87O, p. 2.
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In order to obtain new subscribers and advertisers, 

or get old ones to pay their debts, Marion developed some 
novel and personal "pitches" more original and imaginative 
than much present day advertising copy. In one issue he 
urged subscribers to "pay up," because of the following 
reasons s

Our foreman says he must have a cradle for his baby, 
a new set of teeth for his old cow, a few more 
broom-sticks for his better half and a glass eye 
for himself. Then there’s our imp [printer’s devil], 
who says he wants money enough to buy a velocipede 
with which he designs catching enough lizards and 
snakes to furnish his boarding house with "delicacies 
of the season." Our own wants are many and pressing, 
but a press of othgr matter prevents us from mention
ing them just now.

On another occasion he assured readers that he had 
never begged for patronage or donations, but that the time 
had arrived when "stem necessity forces me to solicit pub
licly, the assistance of friends and the public, to help en
able me to meet debts incurred in publishing the paper, build
ing, office, etc., and which overhang, threaten, and weary me."3® 

Perhaps the classic subscription pitch was this 
tongue-in-cheek notice to potential subscribers:

From and after this date, every new subscriber who 
pays seven dollars down, for one year’s subscription, 
will receive a copy of the paper for one year, and 
be entitled to our support, should he see fit to run 
for Delegate. As there may be some old fogies who 
would prefer a farm, or feet in a ledge of "pay-stones," 
we have about made arrangements . . .  to give each 29 30

29. Ibid., June 5» I869, p. 3.
30. Ibid., July 30, 1870, p. 3
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man a farm in Tonto Basin, or the valleys of the 
White Mountain streams, where they can have the 
pleasure of living near • . . thousands of "amiable, 
tractable" Apaches. Mineral men, or those whose 
hopes of making piles are imbedded in the primary 
rocks, will receive "feet" in ledges that have 
never paid a cent, so that they may rest assured 
of one thing: lye., that if they ever contained 
"pay," it is there yet. These are "brave" proposi
tions, and should subscribers come forward in a 
too headlong manner, the carrying out of said propositions may ruin us. But, let ruin come, and if 
he doesn't get the worst.of it, he can't possibly 
get much the best of us.

Along with his periodic reminders for subscribers to 
pay up, Marion occasionally ran a note of thanks "for the 
promptness with which many have responded to our call to 
pay up."^2

He also took special note of the Miner's first lady 
subscriber, Mrs. Sarah J. Wells, who sent the paper to her 
father in Illinois. "Long may her wavy ringlets keep from 
turning gray is the best thing we can say for her."-^

Sometimes Marion dealt as firmly with his subscribers 
as he did with an argumentative editor who displeased him. 
When it came to his attention that a subscriber had stopped 
taking the Miner, he used it as an opportunity to let his 
readers know something of the problems he felt he had. He 
said that the subscription was stopped because of "a mistake 
made by a hurried, overworked printer." He did not indicate

31. Ibid., March 26, 1870, p. 2.
32. Ibid., November 11, I87I, p. 3
33. Ibid., January 16, I869, p. 3.
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what the mistake was, but told his readers forceably that

errors, mistakes and omissions happen In the best 
regulated newspaper offices, and if people unacquainted 
with the amount of labor, etc., a single Individual 
who has sole charge of a newspaper and job-printing 
office has to perform and see to, they would not be 
so free to find fault with, and frown at, every little 
vexatious blunder or oversight that may have escaped 
the editor’s vision, or that may, in the hurry of 
preparing the paper for press, have been overlooked 
by the printers, in correcting proof.

Finally, we beg to inform everybody that now, as 
ever, our intention is to deal fairly, squarely 
and honorably with every lady, gentleman, and ques
tion we may have to speak of in these columns; to 
correct mistakes whenever made; but not to be 
frightened into doing anything by the threat or 
threats of withdrawal of patronage, for we would 
rather be a submissive ox, to be driven around by 
every simpleton who could pin a. yoke on us and 
gee-haw us in every direction.-^

Marion’s technique with potential advertisers was 
just as forceful as with subscribers. Once he argued that 
the lack of local ads in the Miner columns would lead out- 
slders to believe there was no business in Arizona. v He 
also tried to impress potential advertisers by telling them 
that the Miner had a larger circulation than any other paper 
published between Santa Fd and Los Angeles, an inducement
which really meant very little since there were no other 
papers of any size in that area at that time.

34. Ibid., October 12, 1872, p. 3. 
35• Ibid., December 10, I87O, p. 3.
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Although It was no longer the official paper of the

territory or the official printing office, the Miner, early
in 1868 printed up two items left over from the previous
Legislature. These were the Journals and Acts, Resolutions
and Memorials of the Fourth Legislative Assembly, both with
the imprint, Prescott: Office of the Arizona Miner, 1868.
This was the last territorial printing done by the Miner
office, but later it did some printing for Yuma County, and

37possibly other county or town offices.
During the following years, Marion continued to 

boast of the excellence of the Miner's job work, and proudly 
announced the acquisition of a Globe job press some time 
later. "It works 'like a charm,*" he said, "and will enable 
us to turn out job-work at far lower rates than those which

no
slow hand press work has, until now, forced us to cling.

In regard to publication of the Miner itself, there 
were the usual problems. Delays in the mail, sometimes * 29

36. McMurtie, Printing in Arizona, pp. 40-41.
37• An editorial page notice in its issue of January29, I87O, p. 2, indicated that the Miner had printed and bound 

a large number of blanks, licenses and other items for Yuma 
County. It also said that the Miner office was "the only 
establishment in the Territory thatprints a newspaper and 
turns out decent job work, [and] has a right to expect the 
patronage of citizens in whose interest it is published."
This was an obvious jab at the Arizonian in Tucson, which was then the "official" paper of the Territory.

38. Miner, September 21, I872. p. 3.



because of Indian attacks, were the most serious difficulties.
If exchange papers failed to arrive regularly, there would
be little news from California and the Atlantic States in

39the Miner*s columns.
Slow delivery of printing paper and other supplies

caused delays in publication, and sometimes necessitated a
one or two week suspension. The closing editorial of volume
six, on December 25* 1869, said that there had been only
50 issues that year, Instead of 52, because paper did not
arrive from San Francisco in time. On another occasion,
the Miner apologized for poor printing and explained that
there was* no material available out of which to make new
rollers. "We are and have been experimenting, and may soon

40be able to apply a remedy."
During the late 1860s, Saturday was the usual pub

lication day of the paper, except when delays in news or sup
plies, or other problems of a more foreseeable nature caused

41it to be Issued a day or two before or after Saturday.

39. In the May 3, 1873 issue a notice mentioned that 
an "extra" had been published on the previous Tuesday after 
the mail arrived, and indicated that thereafter, "when there 
is important news by Tuesday’s mail," other "extras" would be issued and distributed at no extra cost.

40. Miner, August 10, 1872, p. 2.
41. Hie September 18, 1869, issue came out on Friday 

because of necessary office repairs in preparation for winter.

119
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However, some customers had apparently aroused complaints
because they picked up their papers at the Miner office late
Friday night. In May, 1868, the paper informed its readers
that everyone would have to wait until Saturday morning from
that time on "in order to do justice to ourselves, and deal

42squarely with everybody."
Under Marion, the Miner continued to urge the same

kinds of improvements and developments for the Territory as
it had from the starts protection from the Indians, better
mail service, a telegraph, a railroad line along the
thirty-fifth parallel route, surveys so that people could get
titles to their property, a government assay office in the
Territory, a Territorial prison, a bank for Prescott, and a
church for which the Miner said it was willing to "subscribe
eight or ten thousand feet of mining ground." "We need reli-

43gion in these eternal hills," it said.
All during the 1860s and 70s the Miner complained 

frequently about the mail service, or rather the interruption 
of it, to Arizona. However, when a new tri-weekly service 
between Prescott and San Bernardino was announced in August 
of 1870, the Miner was ecstatic: "Bretheren of the hills

42. Miner, May 23, 1868, p. 2.
43. Ibid., November 20, I869, p. 2; June 11, I87O, 

p. 2; July 30, 1870, p. 3; and June 3, I87I, p. 3.
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and valleys of Arizona, rejoice, for the day of deliverance

44from Isolation Is at hand!”
The Miner consistently advocated a railroad to the 

Pacific coast, but it hoped that the thirty-fifth parallel 
route would be the one selected. When the first transcon
tinental rail link was completed along the central route on 
May 10, 1869» the Miner only noted the event briefly. In 
contrast, when the Southern Pacific Railroad bill passed 
Congress in 1871, the Miner said: "Hurrah, for the Southern 
rights, Hurrah! • . • Work upon the road will soon be com
menced, and the people of Arizona will soon be 'out of the
wilderness!* for all of which we sincerely thank the Lord 

46and Congress."
The Miner was probably no more conscientious in its 

efforts to publicize and support the best interests of the 
Territory than were other frontier newspapers, but some of 
the Issues it advocated became the personal crusades of John 
Marion. He editorialized, both in the editorial and news 
columns, about everything from politics to newspaper sub
scriptions, and gave such diverse issues as Indian policy 
and local advertising the special Marion treatment, described 
in detail in the next chapter, which was to make him one of 
Arizona’s most colorful editors.

44. Ibid., August 13, 18?0, p. 2.
45. Ibid., May 29, I869, p. 2.
46. Ibid., March 18, I87I, p. 2.



Chapter 8

THE MARION TOUCH

John Marlon glanced again at an editorial in a
rival newspaper. It might have been written by him, except
that it was about him. Among other things, it described
him as a "blackguard." "miserable liar," and "mendacious
writer." It called the Miner a "scurrilous sheet," and a
"dirty abortion." Marion did not consult a lawyer. He
declared war! In the following issue of the Miner appeared
his carefully worded evaluation of his opponent:

When he lived in Prescott, his first great care 
was to fill himself with whiskey, after which it 
was his custom to walk, like the swine he is, on 
all fours to his den. Again, he cannot have for
gotten his visit to lynx Creek, in the summer of 
1864, when he rolled over a pine log, dead drunk, 
and served a useful purpose for a jocose man. . . .
Yes, Judge, we own up to that little drink of ours; 
unlike you, we were not pointed out and derided as 
a regular whiskey bloat; nor did any person ever 
attempt to use us for a water-closet, as you were 
used that day, on Lynx Creek.

Hoping that these few lines will find you drunk 
and obedient to your masters, as usual, we say, in 
your own "classic" language, "uncork and be damned."1

1. Miner, November, (exact date uncertain), 1874, 
p. 2, quoted in Miller, Arizona, pp. 113-114.
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The verbal duel, of which the above is a sample, 

took place between John Marion, editor of the Arizona Miner, 
and William J. Berry, at that time editor of the Arizona 
Sentinel of Yuma. The "battlew extended over a period of 
about 14 months from the latter part of 1873 to the first 
part of 1875» and neither man could really have been called 
the winner.

By the time Marion exchanged Insults with Berry,
2he was an expert at the art of billingsgate. From his 

earliest days as editor of the Miner, Marion relished a 
fight, although he always seemed to sense just how far he 
could go before provoking his opponents to physical violence.
It seemed to be a great game with him. In his editorials 
he was political analyst, social commentator, gossip columnist, 
philosopher, reformer, educator, and, perhaps most important, 
humorist. If his invectives had not been surrounded by a 
liberal amount of humor, he probably would have ended up 
fighting a number of duels. Those at whom his barbs were 
directed reacted in different ways. No one could Ignore him. 
Some, like Berry, fought him on his own terms. Other, like 
McCormick, assumed an attitude of quiet indignation for the 
most part.

2. "Billingsgate* means coarse, abusive language. 
The word originated because of the foul and lusty language 
around a London market located near Billing's gate. Wilfred 
Funk, Word Origins and Their Romantic Stories. (New York, 
1950), pp. 10-11.
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Marlon* s greatest foes were the Republican Party In 

general and McCormick, or those who supported him, In parti
cular. In his long salutatory Marlon lashed out fiercely at 
the Republican Party, blaming It for causing the Civil War 
and saddling the country with back-breaking debts:

Believing honestly, that the practices of the 
party In power have been and are subversive of 
that freedom which Is the birthright of every 
free white American citizen, we shall labor 
with whatever reason our MINER has vouchsafed 
us, to cripple the monster that has grown fat 
upon the misfortunes of our country. It gained 
power and mounted the shoulders of the people 
by false promises, and has kept Its position by 
fraud, violence, bloodshed and treachery. It 
has duped good citizens— Democrats and Republicans—  
Into a support of Its vile unrepublican measures 
(for it has no principles) by a terrorism never 
before attempted to be practiced In a free country, 
made so by the valor of our ancestors. . . . And 
for what good purpose has all this been done— what 
wrongs to right, what vital tenets to defend?
Echo answers, none! It was a war for blood, for 
plunder, and for the exploitation of the black 
monkey-faced Ethiopian over the poor white men 
of both sections of the country. . . .  But, thank 
God, day is breaking, Reason has resumed her sway, 
and those who have strayed after false gods are 
returning to worship at the shrine of the deity 
before which the great and good Washington bent 
his knee— the Constitution and the laws made in 
accordance therewith. Democracy will soon again 
be enshrined in the hearts of the people and 
under its just, economical, constitutional sway 
all wrongs will be redressed, wounds healed, 
sectional hate will be nurtured no more, and the 
Republic will live forever.3

Marion did not turn the full force of his venom on 
McCormick at first, and probably made his most charitable 
comment about the Governor as early as 1868 when he called

3. Miner, September 21, 186?, p. 2
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McCormick the former "able editor* of the Miner.^ However, 
when McCormick beat John A. Rush, Democratic candidate for 
delegate to Congress, in the June election, Marion accused 
him of winning by stuffing the ballot boxes with illegal 
votes from Mexico. He advised those who had opposed McCormick 
to "console themselves, if possible with the pleasing fact 
that he is the last of a gang who came here to rob the 
Territory, succeeded in doing so, ran for Congress, got 
elected, left the country, and never returned here." He 
also said that until the Territory had a "stringent registry 
law" a fair election would be impossible.^ Two months later 
Marion attempted to justify his position in regard to "His 
Accidency," as he called the Governor. He assured his readers 
that

it is not our nature to quarrel with and try to 
injure any man or set of men, but knowing the 
hypocricy, deceit, meanness of soul and grasping 
ambition of our Governor, and occupying the 
position of a public-journalist, our duty to God, 
our readers and the Territory compelled us to 
labor earnestly for his defeat at the ballot box, 
and we leave it to those who know and have watched 
his personal and political career in this Territory 
to judge whether or not we have been too severe.

What was perhaps the severest attack on McCormick 
appeared in a Miner editorial the following January 16.
Marion said: 4 5

4. Ibid., January 4, 1868, p. 2.
5. Ibid., June 20, 1868, p. 2.
6 . Ibid., August 29, 1868, p. 2
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We have a habit of speaking our mind freely, and 
when we accused the Governor of selling himself 
on the capital question, of swindling the Territory 
and the General Government, of lying to us, of be
traying his party, of injuring the Territory by 
selling wild cat fees in New York, of being expelled 
from the Union League in Prescott, of drawing pro
visions from the commissary at Port Whipple and 
selling them again, at a time when the garrison 
was upon half rations, or taking water and hay be
longing to a teamster on the La Paz road, without 
his permission, of quarreling with the military, of 
misrepresenting the number of hostile Indians in 
the Territory, of fomenting discord among its people 
of the several counties, of usurpation of power, of 
running a rat printing office in Prescott, and of 
meanness in general, we know what we were about.

During the next year and a half, while McCormick was 
in Washington, he was relegated to occasional jabs in the 
columns of the Miner, but before the 18?0 election, the paper 
carried a long page-one article and an editorial attempting 
to show voters why they should not vote for him. When he won 
another term, Marion cried fraud. "Another terrible calamity 
has befallen our unfortunate Territory, the will of whose 
citizens has just been defeated at the ballot box, by paid 
hirelings from Sonora and elsewhere, Mr. McCormick the vile, 
and his backers— the contractors, Federal office-holders, 
monopolists, and their retainers, have again stuffed the

pballot-boxes with fraudulent votes. . . . "
As the agent of McCormick, Tucson’s newspaper, the 

Arizonian, received constant criticism from Marion. At 
various times he called it a "weak sister," a "vile sheet,

7* Ibid., October 29, 18?0, pp. 1-2.
8 . Ibid., November 26, 18?0, p. 2



the excrecence of all that is low, contemptible and corrupt 
in Pima county, the bantling of Governor McCormick, the 
chickadee of newspaper littleness," and the "smallest, mean
est looking and most worthless newspaper brat in the United 
S t a t e s . H e  characterized it as containing "low-flung 
items . . .  imbecile reasoning, false assertions, and servile 
praise of Governor McCormick," and said those in charge of 
it were "unclean scribblers . . . yelping curs," "literary 
pigmies," and "lying wretches."10

One of Marion's favorite techniques was to print an
item from the Arizonian, or another rival paper, and then 
comment sarcastically upon it. Early in 1868 he noted the
change in size and appearance of the Arizonian as well as 
the salutatory of its editor, Sydney R. DeLong.* 11 He com
mented that DeLong

says he is controlled by no clique or party, and 
will endeavor to tell the truth, a thing we think 
him utterly incapable of doing when speaking of 
the largest and best portion of Arizona, i_. e., 
the region of country north of the Gila River.
On national affairs, he promises to keep mum, but 
it is pretty well understood that he is a Republi
can of a pronounced type. . • .
Its editor is controlled by a clique of sharpers 
who would seTl their Maker for wealth, power and 
place— a set of scheming mendicants, who are ever 
ready to "bend the supply hinges of the knee, that
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9• Ibid., March 28, 1868, p. 2; June 20, 1868, 
p. 2; June 12, 1869, p. 2.

10• Ibid., April 25, 1868, p. 2; November 28, 1868, 
p. 2; January 16, I869, p. 2.

11. See chapter nine for information about DeLong.
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thrift may follow fawning.” Their organ, the 
Arizonian, lies willfully, in speaking of Northern 
Arizona, and leaves no stone unturned to injure 
this section of [the] country and the people who 
inhabit it, but its puny efforts to accomplish 
its cherished purpose will not prevail against us, 
as its brainless editor will soon find out.

Delong apparently responded by suggesting that Marion
was bitter because he lost the legislative p r i n t i n g . A
few weeks later Marion denied the assertion and assured the
Arizonian that those who then backed it, had originally
hoped to have the Miner come to Tucson as the "official" paper.

It was proposed to us that upon our arrival in 
Tucson, your few hatfuls of type should be annexed 
to this office, and, as a consequence, your valuable 
service dispensed with. But, scorning such base 
temptations, and those who offered them, we made 
our mind up to stick to Prescott and Northern 
Arizona, and labor to make an honest living by 
printing a paper that would reflect the wishes 
and feelings of a large majority of the enlightened 
citizens of the Territory, and our books show that 
they have nobly sustained us in our course. We 
can live without official pap, and shall never allow 
ourselves to become the mouthpiece and fugleman of 
aspiring tricksters, in order that they may smile,^ 
upon us and drop a few greenbacks into our purse.

Continuing in the same competitive tone, Marion 
boasted a few months later that his paper contained twice as 
much reading matter each week as the Arizonian, and that it 
was read by four times as many people. He also said that 
the Miner had paying subscribers in Tucson, while the 
Arizonian had only two "dead-head" subscribers in Prescott. 12 13 14

12. Miner, January 18, 1868, p. 2.
13. It is not possible to follow carefully the 

repartd because very few copies of the Arizonian of 1868 
survived to the present.

14. Miner, March 28, 1868, p. 2.



"Hoping that you and all other blind pups in Pima county will 
soon have your eyes opened and see ‘limber Dick* as others 
see him," Marion said, "we will send up a prayer for your 
conversion to the manly pathes of virtue, honor and truth.

Marion probably was impervious to most of the insults 
which Delong could hurl at him. But when the Arizonian 
claimed that someone else was writing the "elegent editorials" 
in the Miner, Marion indignantly replied that he was Indeed 
writing both long and short editorials. "As long as our 
name stands at the head of the paper," he told DeLong, "you 
may be certain that we will not ring in any outside talent 
on you, feeling entirely competent to handle . . .  you 
without gloves, and without much effort.

There is no reason to doubt Marion*s sincerity in 
his feelings about politics and rival editors, but there are 
indications that he did not intend for his invectives to be 
taken as personally as they sounded. While passing through 
Tucson in 18?0, Marion entered a store where his old "enemy," 
Sydney R. DeLong, was then working. From the tone of Marlon's 
comments, it is obvious that there was less animosity between
the two men than their earlier editorial encounters implied.
Using the editorial "we," he said he entered the store,

expecting to get maimed or wounded, for we knew that Sydney R. DeLong . . .  had good reason for not 
loving us too well. Now, most of our Territorial 15 16

15. Ibid., August 29> 1868, p. 2.
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readers will recollect that . . . the Arizonian 
and Miner had several wordy encounters; that the 
Tucson paper generally got the best of us, and 
that's just what we expected would influence Mr. 
Delong to "mash" us into pulp.

But, instead of scalping us, he attempted to drown 
us with champagne— which, of course, he found 
impossible. In a word, Mr. Delong treated us well. . . .17

Also, in his salutatory editorial on September 21, 
186?, Marion had said that the columns of the Miner would 
never be used to attack private character, but would "in the 
discussion of public men and measures,M be "temperate, candid 
and just, giving credit to all who deserve it, and condemna
tion to the man, party or measure that merits it." By later 
standards of what was "temperate, candid, and just," Marion 
did not live up to his promise, but according to the then 
prevailing editorial practices on the frontier, he was within 
the limits of accepted Journalistic custom, and probably felt 
that his hard hitting editorials were always consist con
sistent with his original policy.

This attitude might also explain why he could ask a 
Republican to act as editor during his absence on his 
well-known trip through southern Arizona with General George *

1?• Marion, Notes, pp. 33» 36
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Stoneman during the Autumn of 18?0. On this occasion, 
Marion selected Lt. Col. Henry A. Bigelow, Aid-de-Camp to 
Governor Safford and Assessor of Internal Revenue for the 
District of Arizona, to fill in for him.

Bigelow was not a journalist. Born at Walpole,
Massachusetts on April 5> 1833» he had studied at Williams
College during 1852-53* but left because of ill health and
journeyed to the Pacific Coast where he engaged in mining
in Oregon and California. He came to Arizona in September,
I863 with a prospecting party including John A. Alsap. The
census of 1864 listed him as a laborer in Yavapai County
with property valued at $50. He was a member of the first
three Territorial Councils. It is not certain when he
started writing newspaper articles, but his brief editorship

19of the Miner may have been the first such experience.
Bigelow was a careful, astute writer, whose polished 

phrases and subtle wit were a welcome relief from Marion*s 
bombastic style. Bigelow*s introductory editorial explained 
how he happened to be in Marion*s chair, gave a hint of his 
own editorial policy, and commented perceptively on Marion*s 18 19

18. Marion*s account of this trip was first pub
lished in installments in the Miner between October 8 and 
November 19, 1870. These articles were later printed in 
pamphlet form, and recently republished. See Marion, Notes.

19. Pioneer biographical files, APHS. Marion wrote 
later that Bigelow*s pen "has done good service for Arizona, 
in the columns of the Missouri Republican, and other leading 
papers, not to mention the able articles he has written for 
the Tucson Citizen." Miner, June 3, 1871, p. 3.
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style. He said that Marion had

turned the sanctum and editorial chair, with the 
peculiar privileges, perplexities and perquisites 
connected therewith, over to a certain Federal 
official, whom he expects . . .  to provide the 
usual amount of reading matter for the patrons 
of the MINER.

As the political views of the editor, pro, tern, 
are entirely different from those entertained by 
Mr. Marion . . . the subscribers and exchanges of 
the MINER must be content to miss from its columns 
the pleasant Brick Pomeroy'*0 style of joking which 
the proprietor indulges in when commenting on the 
acts of Congress, the Grant Administration, the 
labors of our Delegate in Congress, and the deeds 
of the Government officers in the Territory. These 
shall all enjoy a season of rest. They shall not be 
praised even for the good deeds they have done, as 
that course would hurt the feelings of the proprietor, 
nor shall they be censured for any short comings 
which may come to light during his absence, for he 
will give them enough of that on his return. . . .
We shall endeavor to run the MINER as an inde
pendent paper; that is, no person shall be favored 
for any office solely on account of his connection 
with the Democratic or Republican parties. In fact, 
the present editor is ready to support the claims 
of any good man to office— for consideration— and, 
of course, the larger the consideration the stronger 
shall be our advocacy of such claims. This we 
consider the correct course for an independent paper.

Advertisements, when accompanied by the cash, 
will be inserted on the usual terms, and any new 
firms starting in business, or old concerns receiv
ing new goods of a fluid character, who leave a 
sample of that stock with us, shall not fail to 
receive a notice of their liberality, with such 
testimonials regarding the quality of their wares, 
as might be expected from individuals of our known 
bibulous propensities and experience as tasters. 20 21

20. Marcus Mills Pomeroy (1833-1896), popularly known as "Brick,M was a journeyman printer, newspaper editor, and 
publisher. He won national notoriety because of his sensa
tional, combative, intensely personal, and vivid writing 
style. Johnson and Malone, DAB, vol. 15, pp. 53-54.

21. Miner, September 3, 1870, p. 2.
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take on a slightly different aspect with more concern for 
national and international affairs• Although he may purposely 
have avoided issues which he felt would displease Marlon, 
Bigelow seemed to have wider interests and probably enjoyed 
expanding the scope of the paper's news coverage for a brief 
period.

When Marion returned, Bigelow remarked humorously:
One party was glad to see him, one individual felt 
like embracing him, one bosom swelled with rapture, 
one heart was filled with pleasurable emotions, at 
least one voice spoke the truth when it said, "John,
I am glad to see you." All that was the editor pro, 
tern.

Six weeks ago, with some misgivings and reluctance, 
we undertook to fill the editorial chair during his 
absence. . . .  Looking back we can see it in a clearer 
light. This unhappy mortal, this luckless wight, this 
substitute, this editor pro. tern., put his foot in it 
thus. He undertook the care o f a  paper when he could 
not give all his time to the business as he ought to 
have done,— [sic] he proposed to edit the MINER as a 
mining journal, when everything that could be said of 
the mines in this section, had been worn thread-bare, 
turned and patched, till the original material was 
not a new subject by any means. Noodle that he was, 
he agreed to run the sheet in the beginning of an 
exciting political campaign and say nothing about 
politics. Witlessly, being a Republican he assumed 
control of a Democratic newspaper. With asinine 
stupidity, he assumed to do all these things on a 
cash basis! . . .  Any other editor who thinks he 
would like to go out into the country for a few weeks, 
or visit the States, or improve his health by a sea 
voyage, and flatters himself that this person will 
be glad to take charge of his newspaper, act as edi- 
tor-in-chief, local-items, general business manager, 
and write up his back correspondence, is liable to 
find himself deceived if he makes application either 
in person or by letter.22

22. Ibid., October 8, 1870, p. 2



134
Bigelow obviously enjoyed acting as editor of the

Miner, and proudly told about the experience when asked.
He also continued to contribute to its columns occasionally,
as well as those of other papers. Later, Bigelow edited the

24Arizona Democrat for a short time in Prescott.
Marion continued to wage his personal campaigns 

against editors and paper with which he disagreed, trans- 
fering his attacks to John Wasson and the Arizona Citizen, 
when that paper was established in Tucson by McCormick in 
18?0, and William J. Berry when the Arizona Sentinel was 
founded in Yuma in 1872.

Marion apparently went too far when he made some 
comments about a Mrs. J. H. Mills, and the indignant lady 
sent the following letter to the Arizonan, which was un
doubtedly pleased to publish it in its issue of March 12, I87O.

I have never seen the Miner editor nor do I wish 
to form the acquaintance of one so utterly lost 
to every sense of manhood and common decency.
This crude editor is said to have a very ugly 
face, and if countenance is an index to character, 
as physiognomists contend that it is, then, here 
is a strong argument in favor of the theory; for 
ugly and uncultivated must indeed be the character 
which cannot find a more suitable subject to com
ment upon than the age of a lady. . . .  If I were 
a man I should cow-hide him within an inch of his

23. Ibid., October 22, I87O, p. 3.
24. An item in the Miner of December 23* 1871* P« 2 

noted an article by Bigelow in the Boston Journal which it 
said was the ablest article it had read on difficulties with 
the Apaches. Bigelow died December 16, 1892, at the age of 
59 * and the Arizona Journal-Miner said at that time: "He was
a very versatile and vigorous writer, and has contributed more 
to the press of the territory than any other individual not 
engaged in the newspaper business."
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life. I have my doubts though whether such casti
gation would make any perceptible impression, for, 
as a general thing, where there is no sense there 
is no feeling.

After politics and rival papers, Marion directed his 
greatest efforts to the Indian problem. Like most of his 
Arizona contemporaries, he believed it was the responsibi
lity of the federal government to subdue the Indians, chas
tise them, put them on reservations, and give them something 
useful to do. He said the land was not theirs, but had been 
purchased from Mexico and opened up to settlement by the 
United States government. He had little faith that the 
Indian could be civilized, but believed it was necessary to
get him off the white man's land, by whatever means neces-

25sary. Scarcely an issue went by without some mention of
the need for more troops to whip the Indians into submission.
No action against the Indians was considered unreasonable,
and when the widely criticized Camp Grant Massacre occurred,

26Marion gave it only a brief, routine notice. He said it * 26
25• Miner, June 4, I87O, p. 2.
26. Early on the morning of April 30, I87I, a well 

armed group of 148 men, enraged by recent Apache raids not 
far from Tucson, surprised a sleeping rancherla of Apaches 
at Camp Grant, clubbing, shooting, and mutilating men, women, 
children and dogs. The number murdered was estimated variously 
from 21 to about 130, and between 25 and 30 children were said 
to have been taken captive. Although a trial was held, the 
participants were acquitted because of local sympathy with 
the action. The complete story of the massacre, and events 
leading up to it is told in James R. Hastings, "The Tragedy 
at Camp Grant in 1871," Arizona and the West, vol. 1, no. 2 
(Summer, 1959)» PP« 146-160.
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was a lucky day for the American, Mexicans and 
peacable Indians of this Territory, as on that 
day several citizens of Southern Arizona and 
about one hundred Papago Indians, surprised a 
rancherla of Pinal Apaches, near Camp Grant, on 
the San Pedro river, and succeeded in killing 125 
of the villanous wretches, who, while being fed 
from the public crib, at Grant, and treated by the 
military authorities there, as though they were 
good Indians, had committed many murders and rob
beries, for which they have been justly punished. 
Farewell, defunct Finals; you have met a just fate; 
you are good Indians now, and we hope the Lord has 
overlooked your wickedness upon this earth. Brethem, 
let us pray for the "reconstruction" of the entire 
Apache tribe; then endeavor, by hook and crook, to 
ferry them over. '

During the following weeks the Miner continued to 
"applaud and glorify the deed," saying that the "chastisement 
was terrible, but has had a good effect; as the people of 
Southern Arizona are now enjoying comparative quiet. Its
wholesome efforts being thus evinced we cannot conscientously

2Rcondemn the act." The slaughter at Camp Grant aroused 
immediate indignation and shock in the East, and the press 
sternly criticized the affair. Marion vigorously defended 
the action in subsequent editorials, and bitterly attacked 
President Grant's peace policy, Vincent Colyer, a Quaker and 
secretary of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and critical 
eastern newspapers. When the New York Tribune rebuked the 
Arizona press, Marion snapped back: 28

2?• Miner. May 20, 1871, p. 2.
28. Ibid., May 27, I87I, p. 2, and June 3, I87I, p. 2
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This is just such a statement as we should expect 

to find in a journal which, upon this particular 
subject, is influenced by its unworthy prejudices to 
plod onward forever in the most hopeless ignorance, 
with ears closed against every voice which might tend 
to produce conviction by swaying or removing its set 
opinions.

But we lack the patience to pursue further the 
criminal hypocrisy of Quakers and Puritans. Their 
Satanic malignity so clearly evinced, should never 
have availed to stay the hand of justice once raised 
against the savage hordes of the West. But their 
power of evil has well nigh [sic] departed, with the 
advent of a better understanding at Washington; so 
we will leave the pilfering hypocrites to pursue the 
paths of their folly, which now, no longer, lead to 
the vindication of murder and robbery on the frontiers. 9

Although Marion is best known for his hard-hitting 
editorializing, there was another side to his nature. He was 
an observant reporter, and the accounts of his various trips 
through the territory are informative and contain good descrip
tions of the country without unnecessary personalizing. The 
Miner of September 19, 1868, mentioned that Marion had gone 
to the Agua Frio Elver east of Prescott to get Ma little 
fresh air and exercise, and view the wonders of nature," and 
his editorial in the following issue described the trip. He 
was off again during the following May, and his associates 
took the opportunity to publish some of their own wit:

AN APOLOGY.— We ask the kind indulgence of the 
patrons of the MINER, for its not appearing with 
its usual amount of valuable reading matter and 
general information; as the editor is rusticating 
in the rural districts, whilst his orphan paper is 
in the hands of novices, who know no more about 
editing a paper than "keeping a hotel" which latter 29

29. Ibid., July 22, 1871, p. 2
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business they have tried, and made a signal failure. 
However, this is for but one issue; after which the 
paternal parent will resume the armchair, and should 
he not "step on his coat tall," to his bodily Injury, 
or suffer mentally from girl on the brain (as some seem 
to fear,) you will find the paper hereafter in its 
usual interesting style. That's all.-30 * 32

He took a trip to Big Bug, Silver Mountain, Minnehaha
Flat and Walnut Grove in November, 1869,^ and to the Verde
Valley during August, 18?0, although he had apparently been
quite ill during the previous month, and told his readers
that "Old Death came mighty near hauling us over the line,
one night last week. But we rallied, and persuaded the old

32chap to defer the closing scene awhile longer." Marion's 
most famous and thoroughly reported trip was the one to 
southern Arizona when Bigelow substituted for him.

As noted before, Marion enjoyed poking fun at his 
rivals, associates, and contemporaries, and when his partner, 
Benjamin H. Weaver married Caroline E. Stephens on July 8, 
1868, Marion reported to the readers that Weaver, "who we 
have heretofore looked upon as a modest, virtuous confirmed 
old bachelor, has been caught in the matrimonial noose, and 
is now bound up tighter than beeswax, to one of the fair sex.

30. Ibid.. May 22, 1869, p. 2.
31* Ibid.. November 13, 1870, p. 3. and November 20,18?0, p. 2.
32. Ibid., July 2, 1870, p. 3. The August trip was 

written up in the issue of August 6, under the title "Our Trip to the Verde."
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However, we wish him and his fair partner long life and happi- 
ness and may God have mercy on their souls."

Perhaps the best example of the Marion humor occurred 
at the expense of his old rival, Delong. Marion said:

We are in possession of a brand new thing on 
parchment. It is no more nor no less than a 
picture of the brilliant luminary of Tucson, Judge 
Sydney R. DeLong, the ostensible editor of the 
Arizonian. . . . Mr. DeLong looks well in a pic- 
ture; his head and face indicate that he belongs 
to the Caucasian type of man; his forehead is 
well suited for flatening out tortillas; his nose 
projects some distance from his face, and is, we 
think, large enough to "smell a mice [sic]." Els 
mouth appears to have been well cut with some dull 
instrument, either a crevice spoon or a shovel, 
and the eyes— those glorious "yorbs," look like 
empty egg-shells.

On the whole, brother DeLong is rather a good 
looking, intelligent, fascinating male bird. . . .
We mean to preserve this picture, by having it 
framed with "brass," and mounted on a braying ass, 
so as to represent the pious Judge in the act of . 
blowing his trumpet for the patriot McCormick. . . . ^

Marion also had fun at his own expense. When, in 
June of 1871, he sold two thirds interest in the Miner to 
Weaver, who had previously sold his half interest to Marion 
in I869, and to P. W. Dooner, former editor of the Arizonian, 
Marion stated: "Mr. Dooner is an able writer, and will assist 
in writing the paper up. As a newspaper, book and job 
printer, Mr. Weaver has no superior. So, I being the only

33. Ibid.. July 11, 1868, p. 3.
34. Ibid., November 21, 1868, p. 2.
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worthless member of the fInn, it is fair to presume that 
it will succeed.

When Marion himself married Flora E. Banghart on
September 16, 1873» it was his turn to take some friendly
kidding. His friends at the Miner office furiously celebrated
his "departure," describing the festivities in full detail:

After the ceremony, intimate friends made congratu
latory calls, and the four employees of the MINER 
office . . .  assured Mr. M. of their good will, etc.
Wine and cake were tasted of and the party returned 
to the office and decorated the outside door with the 
legend," Marion has departed," in large letters, sur
rounded with emblems of gladness and respect, and 
then devoted the rest of the day to polity and 
bibulous compounds.

0. A., who has a tall flag staff near the office, 
displayed the bunting at half-mast; S. C. Rogers and 
M. Miller ran a foot race for five dollars, and 
Rogers and somebody else ran another for a keg of 
beer, in front of the MINER office, and Rogers won 
both races and brought the beer inside, and the boys 
distributed it, and a stranger passing might have sup
posed that our devil was celebrating his birthday.

In the evening the happy pair kept open house at 
their new home on Carleton street, and from dark until 
the hours grew thin the house was thronged. . . .
At last the hilarities were over, and the hilarious 
dispersed; the lights were put out and it seemed as 
though quiet would last till the dawn of another 
day at least, but the hoodlums broke loose, with 
harp, violin, bass viol and flute, they surrounded 
the house of the departed, and discoursed sweet 
music until the departed resurrected himself and

35• Ibid., June 2, 1871» P» 2. Dooner is discussed 
in chapter nine. Weaver, after he sold out his interest in 
the Miner to Marion early in 1869, continued to work in the 
newspaper office, as well as carry on other interests. He 
ran on the Democratic ticket as candidate for Public Admi
nistrator in October of 1870. His association with the Miner 
lasted until 1874, and he died in Prescott on February 5> 1920, at the age of 83.
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appeared on the porch and asked the crowd to take 
a drink with him in the kitchen aforesaid, which 
invitation was unanimously applauded and the way 
that crowd disposed of champagne, egg-nogg, and 
more common stimulants was astonishing. The goose 
was elevated to the ceiling, and then the crowd 
left the house, and after another tune on the wind 
and stringed, instruments they too departed and left 
the world to darkness and to John.

ITEM.— All the boys in the MINER office are 
talking now about marrying in the spring.

Marlon said he was going to "devote more excruciating
toil and thought" to the production of the Miner following 

37his marriage. Whether he did or not, he continued to speak 
as the voice of central Arizona, relentlessly advocating the 
subjugation of the Indians, promoting the mineral and agri- 
dultural wealth of the territory, and chastising the Republi
cans for what he considered to be their blunders. Marion 
terminated his connection with the Miner in January, 1875) 
but later edited three other Prescott papers— the Arizona 
Enterprise during 1877 and I878, the Arizonian during the 
latter part of 1879, and the Morning Courier from 1882 to 1891. 
He was Yavapai county treasurer in 1874 and I876, and served 
in the Ninth Legislative Assembly in 1877• Largely through 
his efforts, the Territorial capital was moved back to

36. Ibid., September 20, 1873) P» 2. "0. A. wasnot identified.
37» Ibid., September 6, 1875, p. 2.



Prescott during that session. He died on July 27, 1891* 
and his funeral was said to he one of the largest Prescott
had ever had. All business was suspended during the service

38. Arizona Enterprise (Prescott), August 1, 1891,
!• 2; Prescott Weekly Courier. July 31, 1891; and Marion, 0T/6 S  $ 3̂ # JLJL •



Chapter 9

THE BUSY RYAN PRESS

It was not surprising that Arizona's second post-war 
newspaper appeared in La Paz, a western mining town on the 
Colorado River. (See Figure 3» P« 59) La Paz developed 
about 110 miles above Fort Yuma after placer gold was dis
covered there in 1862. Rich gold placers and mines attracted 
a population of 5>000 within a few years, and the town was 
considered by the First Territorial Legislature for the 
territorial capital in October, 1864. La Paz became a major 
river boat stop and supply center for the surrounding mining 
camps and the more distant communities in central Arizona, 
and in 186$ it was named the seat of Yuma County.^

In the summer of 1866 the Arizona Gazette was Issued 
by Vincent Ryan in La Paz. Ryan, about whom very little is 
known, had announced on March 31, 1866, that he proposed to 
commence publication of the Gazette about the first of June. 
However, it was probably not until late July or early August 
that the first issue actually appeared. The San Francisco 
Alta Californian of August 29, 1866, said it had received a 
copy of the first issue of the Gazette, and commented that 1

1. Will C. Barnes, Arizona Place Names (Tucson, 1949), pp. 238-239; Richard C. McCormick, Arizona: PEs Resources
and Prospects (New York, 1865), p. 9.
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it was "a very industrious looking journal, being filled
with valuable local information. The Gazette advocates the

2election of Charles D. Poston."
The Gazette was apparently started as a weekly, 

although it probably did not maintain this schedule, as indi
cated by the numbering of a later issue. The subscription
rate was $5*00 a year, and the paper was to be printed on a 

3half sheet.
In his prospectus of March 31» Ryan outlined the 

policies of the Gazette as follows:
In all matters, political or otherwise, we pro

pose to pursue an independent course, upholding, to 
the best of our ability, the true interests of 
Arizona Territory.

We shall endeavor to advance the prosperity of 
the whole Territory by the regular publication of 
accurate and reliable information respecting the 
various mineral and agricultural resources of the 
country, and the introduction which it offers to 
both settlers and capitalists.

It will be our aim to furnish a complete record 
of events transpiring, and reliable intelligence 2 3

2. Only two issues of the Gazette, those of July 18 
and 31» 186?, have been preserved, and nearly all the informa
tion available about the short-lived paper is found in com
ments in the Arizona Miner and the San Francisco Alta Californian. In addition to the notation in the Alta 
Californian of August 29, Issues of September 23 and 30,ana ucrooer 20 and 25* mentioned or excerpted items from the 
Gazette of August 23 and 30 and October 4 and 11, respectively, 
letter from Benjamin Sacks to the author, March 17, 1966.

3. In a pre-publication prospectus of March 31, 
the editor said it would be printed on a sheet of 28 by 42 
or 21 by 28 inches. However, the first issue was not pre
served, and it is not known which size was finally decided upon.
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relating to the state of affairs, in all parts of 
the country, and to advocate such measures as will ^ 
best assist in the development of its vast resources.

One of the owners, whose identity was unknown, said 
he told Ryan "we only want a creditable newspaper, one that 
will attract settlers, and capital to the country. It need 
be no rival or enemy of the MINER, but on the contrary, the 
two papers, like all who have the real interests of the Ter
ritory at heart, can and should pull together." The Miner 
endorsed this statement, and wished the new paper the "great
est success, although Arizona is not a profitable field for 
newspapers at this time."'*

Unfortunately, the Miner* s evaluation after the 
Gazette appeared is unknown, but it may not have been quite 
so enthusiastic when the La Paz paper announced its support 
of Poston. It was just at that time that the Miner was 
vigorously opposing Poston*s election as delegate to Congress.

Nothing is heard of the Gazette during the fall of
1866, but a letter, dated December 10, 1866, from Vincent
Ryan to Calvin White, a merchant in Prescott, indicated
some of the problems the young paper was having:

We have heard nothing from Prescott for five weeks. 
[William H.J Hardy wrote down last week that a strong 4 5

4. Miner, May 23, 1866, p. 2.
5. Ibid
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party was going out to try and open the,road, so 
that we may have something on Thursday.®

I have not had the extreme pleasure of seeing 
the MINER for some time; although I have seen 
Bentley, who professed the warmest friendship, and 
became very festive during his stay. . . .

I have no other way of sending the "Gazette" 
than by the "regular mail, so that, if you receive 
them at all, I suppose you will get four or five in 
a heap.'

Erratic mail delivery was not the only problem fac
ing the Gazette. la Paz had already seen its best days and 
was on the decline. According to a report of Jean Baptiste 
Salpointe, who visited the city in 1866, the population had 
dwindled to four hundred. "It had been a prosperous mining 
town," he said, but in that year, "the mines and placers were 
exhausted, and the people who remained there yet had to de
pend for their living mostly on cattle raising and cutting
wood for the steam boats, which ran on the Colorado by the

8place, down to the Gulf of California." 6 7 8

6. Hardy, a Colorado River merchant who had founded 
the town of Hardyvilie many miles upstream, operated a ferry 
across the river and a 160-mile toll road to Prescott. He 
had just completed a term as a member of the Third Legislative 
Assembly of 1866, and he was ever active in trying to get 
protection for travelers and mail to and from Prescott. See 
John L. Riggs, "William H. Hardy: Merchant of the Upper 
Colorado," edited by Kenneth Hufford. The Journal of Arizona 
History, vol. 6, no. 4 (Winter, 1865), pp. 177-18?, for an 
account of Hardy*s exploits.

7. Quoted in Miner, April 2, 1880, p. 2.
8. Jean Baptiste Salpointe, Soldiers of the Cross 

(Banning, California, 1898), p. 253* Information about La Paz 
is too sketchy to determine exactly when it ceased to have 
commercial importance, but it continued as the county seat 
until 1870.



The declining population and decreasing importance 
of the area as a mining center must have had an effect on 
the Gazette, and some time in the spring of 186? Ryan loaded 
his press and other printing material and moved to Prescott,

Qwhere he proposed to re-establish his paper. On June 15» 
the Miner noted that the Gazette was to be revived in a few 
weeks as a Republican paper. "We say, as we did before its 
original appearance," the Miner commented, "if it is con
ducted in a fair spirit we shall welcome it as an important 
coworker [sic]."* 10 11

Why Ryan chose Prescott, where the Miner was already 
firmly established, is a puzzle. The Miner was the "offi
cial paper" of the Territory, and did all of the public 
printing, and how Ryan hoped to survive its competition is 
a mystery. The fact that McCormick was trying to sell the 
Miner at that time, may have led Ryan to believe he could 
capture some of McCormick*s patronage.11

9• If Ryan maintained his weekly schedule of pub
lication all during the paper*s existence in La Paz, the 
last issue would have appeared about the first of March, 
based upon the numbering and publication dates of issues 
published in Prescott.

10. Miner, June 15, 186?.
11. Ryan apparently admired McCormick for he said 

in his letter to Calvin White: "We have just heard of the 
departure of His Excellency, R. C. McCormick for San 
Francisco. I hope the Territory may survive his absence." 
Quoted in Miner, April 2, 1880, p. 2.
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The first issue of the Prescott Arizona Gazette was 

dated July 4, 186?. It was to "be published every other week, 
and the subscription price had been raised to $7.00 a year.12 
As might have been expected, the Gazette did not flourish in 
Prescott. Issues appeared at the approximate two-week 
intervals on July 18 and 31, but on August 24, the Miner 
carried an item announcing the purchase of the Gazette by a 
man named Pierce, who had published a few issues of The 
Arizonian, a revival of the original paper, in Tucson.1^
The Miner said the last issue of the Gazette was to appear 
that day— August 24. It encouraged Pierce in his new under
taking, but indicated disapproval of the "lamentable absence 
of editorial ability and spirit which has characterized the
Gazette, in its brief career, and made its best friends

14heartily ashamed of it."
Ryan remained in Prescott "enjoying himself hugely" 

after the demise of the Gazette, a t  least until after the 
first and last issue of Pierce1s Prescott Arizonian on 
August 31. Pierce left Prescott immediately because of ill 
health, and the materials of the old Gazette must have been 
returned to Ryan because it was he who sold the press several 12 13 14 15

12. Miner, July 13, 186?, p. 2.
13. Miner, August 24, 186?, p. 2. See chapter 10 

for information about Pierce and his activities.
14. Ibid.
15. Ibid., September 21, I867, p. 3



weeks later to Robert Meacham and the other materials to the 
new editor of the Miner, John H. M a r i o n . R y a n  also arranged 
with the Miner to furnish copies to a number of subscribers 
to the old Gazette, whose terms of subscription had not 
expired.1?

Little is known of Ryan after this. He was in 
California by May of 1868, according to an item in the Miner,^ 
and during 1871-72 he was editor and proprietor of a Demo
cratic paper called the Trinity County Press in California.1^
It is difficult to determine how much Ryan or the Gazette 
added to Arizona journalism, but the contribution appears to 
be minimal. On the other hand, the Ryan press provided a 
continuing legacy as varied and significant as that of the 
Tubac press. It printed the La Paz Gazette from about 
August of 1866, to about March of 1867; the Prescott 
Gazette from July 4, 1867i to August 24, 1867; and the Prescott 
Arizonian for one issue on August 31, 1867• It was purchased 
by Robert Meacham in November of 1867, and used possibly 
for job printing in the Miner office until October 1868, 
when Richard McCormick purchased it, took it to Tucson, and * 18 19

16. Ibid., November 9, 1867, P. 3, and October 3,1868, p. 3.
17• Ibid., November 11, 186?, p. 2.
18. Ibid., May 9> 1868, p. 2.
19. Letter from Benjamin Sacks to the author, March 

17, 1966.
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had the Arizonian printed on it It was moved again and the
150

Tucson Citizen was printed on it beginning in October of 
18?0.



Chapter 10

A NEW START

When Confederate Tucson fell into Union hands during
the early summer of 1862, one of the war trophies paraded
through the streets was the old Washington press of the
Arizonian. The town itself and most Anglo-Americans living
south of the Gila River were suspected of being Southern
sympathizers, and the Arizonian, which had been silent for
about nine months,,was no exception. It was considered a
Southern sheet, and the press was confiscated, then

put up as the organ of "the great I am," James H.
Carleton [commander of the Federal troops which 
entered Tucson], but in spite of all the efforts 
of all the soldier printers, of the command, in 
a few days the old press, true to its democratic 
instincts, refused to perform service for the 
republican cause, and after considerable pounding 
and the destruction of a great part of its material 
and furniture, was given over to contumacy.

Following the departure of Carleton, William S.
Oury, part owner of the Arizonian, "gathered together the 
scattered fragments of furniture, etc., [of the Arizonian 
office] and sadly stored them away to indefinite rest. . . ." 
Oury, like other Tucson residents, was very bitter about the 
treatment received from Carleton and his men, and 0ury*s 
reminiscences, written many years later, reflect his hatred 1

1. Oury, "Pioneer Press."
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of the Yankees. He was especially enraged by the actions
of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph R. West, who led the advance
guard of Carleton's California Column, and on May 20, 1862,
brought the Union forces into Tucson. Oury explained that
he had carefully preserved all the original copies of the
Arizonian from 1859 to 1861, and at "great inconvenience"
and "considerable expense" carried them to San Francisco on
horseback and had them bound. Back in Tucson, he jealously
guarded his treasure, but during the military occupation,
Colonel West took possession of the valuable volume.

Time passed on but not a word was ever uttered about 
the return of my book, until learning casually 
that the redoubtable colonel was about to take 
up the line of march for the Rio Grande, with fear 
and trepidation I called on him and requested the 
return of my much esteemed book, when to my utter 
consternation I was cooly informed by this valiant 
warrior (upon books) [sic], that the work was packed 
up with his baggage and that he could not take the 
trouble to undo his trunks and boxes to look for 
it; that if an opportunity offered he would send 
it back from Rio Grande. Notwithstanding the 
august surroundings I mustered up courage to pro
test against the carrying of the book out of the 
country to which it belonged and pronounced it an 
act of vandalism. No prayer or argument I had wit 
enough to make availed aught with this son of Mars, 
my book was ruthlessly torn from me and the follow
ing year Charles 0. Brown finding it kicked around 
Mesilla kindly returned it to me, but so mutilated 
by the gallant colonel's keen scissors as to be 
absolutely worthless. . . .2

Although the Arizonian was not revived for some years 
after its disappearance in September, 1861, the press was

2. William S. Oury, "Old Times in Arizona," Arizona 
Daily Star (Tucson), November 19, 1879.
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apparently brought into use in 1865* at a time when there 
was no newspaper being published in Tucson. During that 
year a Spanish language pamphlet entitled Compendlo de las 
leyes de Arizona colocadas y traducldas por W. Claude Jones, 
appeared with the imprint "Tucson: Impr. del •Arizonian,*
1865. w It contained a compilation from the Howell code

The Arizonian Press was not disturbed again until 
the summer of 186?.^ About June 15 of that year, B. F. 
Ritchie & Co. issued the Arizonian as a small-size, semi
weekly paper, costing $18 a year.** The new paper was prob
ably called The Arizonian, rather than Weekly Arizonian, 
since it was published every other week. A man named Pierce 
was the editor. He appeared in Tucson in April, but nothing 
is known of his activities before that. Sydney R. Delong 
said Pierce was "a good writer and printer," but Oury char
acterized him as a "crazy-brained fellow." The Arizona Miner 
later said he was "a first class writer, but very bitter, and * 4

3» McMurtle, Printing in Arizona, p. 14, said this 
was the only Instance of early Arizona printing in Spanish 
encountered by him.

4. Oury, "Pioneer Press," and Hattich, "Highlights," 
who apparently used Oury as his source, give the year as
1866, but the Arizonian1s "Autobiography," in its issue of 
April 24, I869, says it was "about the 15th of June 186?." 
Other evidence, such as comments about the paper by the 
Arizona Miner, support the June 1867 date.

5• Miner, July 13, 186?, p. 2. Nothing is known 
about B. F. Rithie & Co., and no issues of this short-lived 
reincarnation of the Arizonian have survived to the present.



not calculated to win the esteem of temperate men."^ In any
case, he had another shortcoming which was shortly to affect
him and the future of the Arizonian, as indicated in the
paper's "Autobiography":

I well remember how bright and sunny were those 
early days of my existence. A whole city crowded 
around my couch, and hundreds of people grasped 
my infant form— each turning and Lviewing] me [with] 
delight, the city was clamorous in praising my 
beauty and intelligence. But all this happiness 
was destined, ere long, to pass away. Bacchus [the 
Greek god of wine] found his way into the sanctum, 
made repeated and prolonged visits until, at the 
end of three [issues], the being (Mr. Pierce) of 
whom I am the creature, deserted me and worshipped 
at his shrine.'

Whether it was because of Bacchus or Pierce's bitter
ness, the Arizonian lasted for only three issues, until about 
the middle or latter part of July, I867. Sometime in August 
Pierce moved to Prescott, and the Arizona Miner announced 
that he "has bought the 1 Arizona Gazette and will make it a 
Democratic paper, under the name of Arizonian. • . . the new 
paper will appear on or before the first of September. It
will be issued weekly. • • • Mr. Pierce is said to be a man

8of brains and he has shown himself a most pungent writer."
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6. Arizona Daily Citizen (Tucson), July 17, 1901, 
p. 4; Oury, "Pioneer Press"; Dally Miner, September 16,
I867, p. 3, and Miner, September 21, 1867, p. 3»

7» The Weekly Arizonian (Tucson), April 24, I869, 
p. 2. All issues before this date will be cited as Arizonian, 
while those thereafter will be cited as Arizonan, except 
where indicated otherwise. All Issues were published in 
Tucson, except one in Prescott which will be noted.

8. Miner, August 24, I867
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The first, and only issue of Pierce1s Prescott 

Arizonian appeared August 31, 186?, stating that "When a few 
weeks ago we suspended the publication of The Arizonian at 
Tucson we promised our friends and patrons that the paper 
would be reissued in Prescott about the first of September.
The present issue shows that we have fulfilled that promise."^ 
Only two days after the Arizonian appeared. Pierce had to 
leave Prescott because of Illness. Publication was suspended 
and he went first to Wickenburg, where he soon recovered 
sufficiently to move on to La Paz. He made no further attempt 
to reestablish the Arizonian, and disappeared from Arizona 
as mysteriously as he came a few months before.*1'0

Meanwhile, the old Tubac press in Tucson was not idle. 
There may have been a brief period of suspension after 
Pierce's departure, but Hattich states that a man named 
Johnson followed Pierce"1"*1" and there is evidence that an 
Arizonian was being published in Tucson early in August. The 
Arizona Miner of August 24, quoted an item from the Arizonian 
of August 11 which informed readers that it had "not only 
changed hands, but is under the control of no political party. 
However, as we assume none of the responsibilities of B. F. * 11

9. Quoted in Lockwood, Pioneer Days, p. 34?•
10. Miner, September 7, 186?, p. 3* and September 

21, I867, p. 3, and Daily Miner, September 16, I867, p. 3*
11. Hattich, "Highlights," p. 69.
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Ritchie & Co., our predecessors in the office, we would
announce that our next issue will appear under the heading
of the Southern Arizonian.” This version of the Arizonian
was a three-column, four-page paper measuring 9 by 12 inches
and published each Sunday by an unidentified firm known as
the Tucson Publishing Company, and edited by Sydney R. DeLong,

12a Tucson businessman.
Sydney DeLong, whose given name was sometimes spelled 

Sidney, was b o m  near Plattsburg, New York, on December 8, 
1828. After receiving training as a civil engineer and sur
veyor, he moved to California in 1849 and taught school for 
a while. At the beginning of the Civil War he joined the 
First California Infantry and later entered Tucson with the 
forces of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph R. West. When the war 
was over, he went to work for the Tucson firm of Tally &
Ochoa in 1866, and during the summer or early fall of 186?,

1*5he became editor of the Arizonian.  ̂12 *

12. Southern Arizonian (Tucson), November 1?, 186?•
Few issues of the Southern Arizonian survived, but it was 
mentioned and quoted frequently in the Miner and various 
California papers. The day of publication was changed from 
Sunday to Saturday after number 16, which was issued on 
November 17*

13• Arizona Dally Star (Tucson), November 25» 1914; 
Arizonian, February 7> 1869, P- 2; MeClintock, Arizona, vol.
3» P« 373• McClintock, p. 501, said DeLong bought the mate
rial and published the paper himself, while McMurtle, Print
ing in Arizona, p. 12, said quotations from California news- 
papers showed that Herbert Drachman owned the paper in 
November of 186?. It seems unlikely that either DeLong or 
Drachman were Involved in the ownership of the paper since 
Mowry was still owner in 18?0. Arizonan, October 1, 1870. p.3.
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It was probably during September or October of 186?, 

after the Fourth Territorial Legislature voted to move the 
capital to Tucson, that Governor McCormick acquired an inter
est in the Arizonian, although it was not clear, just what 
this interest was. As with the Miner, McCormick’s name was 
not connected with the paper, but it seemed to be general 
knowledge that it was his agent, and Marion of the Miner 
attacked the Arizonian Just as vigorously as he did McCormick.

The Arizonian showed promise under DeLong’s care.
Its "Autobiography" described the period as follows:

S. R. DeLong, viewing my destitute condition, and 
feeling that a child of each fair promise was 
worthy of support and encouragement, generously 
took me to himself; decorated my puny form with 
"dress" to which I was hitherto a stranger; 
filled me with precepts of wisdom and truth; 
taught me "love of country;" [sic] taught me to 
advocate justice, virtue and industry— and while 
yet in my period of blushing innocence intro
duced me to the whole world. It is needless to 
say that under such auspices I throve rapidly.
I increased in size, and at the end of eighteen 
months, during which time I was the ward of 
S. R. DeLong, I was almost mature in wisdom, 
virtue, and all the other good qualities which 
a youth should possess.

During that eighteen months, the Arizonian resumed 
its original name of Weekly Arizonian, and increased its size 
and a p p e a r a n c e . I t  also endured a liberal amount of abuse 
from the Miner, sometimes answering in kind, and at other 
times ignoring the remarks. One of the most devestating 14 *

14. Arizonian. April 24, 1869, p. 2.
15* Miner, January 18, 1868, p. 2.
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attacks it received was from the Albuquerque Press, apparently 
after the Arizonian had taken issue with some remarks pub
lished by the New Mexican paper. Hie Press responded:

THE SOUTHERN ARIZONIAN.— This dirty little sheet, 
which we acknowledge we receive regularly, but 
of which we can make no earthly use, has become 
astonishingly proud and self-sufficient over a 
refutation of charges made by its imbecile editor, 
in regard to the relations between the sister 
Territories of New Mexico and Arizona. The editor 
says that he learned through the columns of the 
Arizona Miner that we had been constantly abus- 
ing him for months. The editor never learned 
any such thing from the Miner. The falsehood 
was concocted for the purpose of getting noto
riety by advancing and propagating the idea 
that a respectable journal had bestowed upon it 
a few kicks and cuffs. The only article in which 
we mentioned the Mwhat-do-you-call-it?M was mild 
and gentlemanly in its tone and language. Except 
in that article, (republished in the Miner,) we 
have never noticed the Arizonian. The whiffet 
who pretends to edit (?) the little abortion says 
we have been assailing him for sometime past.
What's the use of loading a 24-pounder to kill a 
louse? He depreciates the mechanical appearance 
of the Press, and says he can't read it. Perhaps 
he cannot read at all. His paper is excellent 
evidence that he can't spell; and his little dirty, 
wapish, vindictive disposition evidences that he 
is a very low bred whelp and has no idea of the 
amenities of life as practiced by gentlemen. If 
the citizens of Tucson, however, are satisfied 
with thls-jilliterate upstart, we have no right to 
complain.

If the Arizonian responded, as it probably did, that issue 
was not preserved.

Toward the end of I867, the Arizonian was apparently 
having trouble finding a reliable printer, because it apolo
gized to its readers for not appearing one week, and for the 16

16. Quoted in Miner, January 25> 1868, p. 4
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"poor excuse for a paper of the last two I s s u e s I t  
explained that its "main compositor" had been imbibing to 
such an extent that he could be induced to set type

A significant change occurred in the Arizonian shop 
in the fall of 1868, when McCormick purchased a Washington 
hand printing press, and retired the old Tubac press. Pur
chased from Robert Meacham, of Prescott, the press was the 
one brought into the Territory by Vincent Ryan, and upon which 
the La P&z Gazette and the one issue of the Prescott Arizonian 
were published. Meacham had purchased the press from Pierce 
at the same time Marion bought the type and other material 
and added it to the Miner office. Marion warned Delong about 
the press, stating that it "has had an eventful career and 
has never failed to press the life out of every newspaper 
printed by it in the Territory. Look out for it Delong.

An item probably printed on this press was Governor 
McCormick's message to the Fifth Legislative Assembly, a 
thirteen-page booklet bearing the imprint, "Tucson: Office 
of the Arizonian, Official Paper of the Territory, 1868.
This was the first public printing done by the Arizonian.

On January 2, 1869, Sydney Belong terminated his con
nection with the Arizonian, and a month later he began a sea 
trip to California by way of Guaymas. His successors said * 18 19

l?. Quoted in Miner, January 4, 1868, p. 2.
18. Miner, October 3, 1868, p. 3.
19. McMurtie, Printing in Arizona, pp. 14, 4-0.
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DeLong had done much through a series of articles to edify 
Arizona and depict "peculiarities and resources" to the world. 
They added that DeLong*s position as chief business operator 
for Tully & Ochoa had prevented him from devoting full atten
tion to the Arizonian, but that the paper had had a progres
sive influence in Tucson and the surrounding neighborhood.
They called DeLong "the most disagreeable man we ever 
met . . .  but at the same time we do not remember of having
ever encountered a more honorable man, or one with whom candor

20and honesty so highly predominates." DeLong*s trip to
California did not work out, because of the infrequency of
steamers sailing from Guaymas. Later that year he went to

21Camp Crittenden and engaged in business.
After DeLong*s departure, the Arizonian was taken over 

by Henry W. Sherry, a printer and Tucson property holder. In 
his card to the public Sherry said the Arizonian would appear 
regularly on Sunday, and would be conducted "with the best 20 21 * * * 25

20. Arizonian, February 7, 1869, p. 2.
21. Arizonian, February 21, 1869, p. 3, and May 29, 

1869» p. 3. DeLong went east during the latter part of 1869, 
but returned to become post trader at Fort Bowie, and later 
postmaster at Apache Pass. He participated in the Camp Grant 
Massacre in 1871, but later expressed deep regret for his
part in the affair. In 1872 DeLong was elected the first 
mayor of Tucson, where he was then engaging in commercial 
activities. Later he served as receiver of the United States
Land Office. He wrote The History of Arizona, from the Ear
liest Times in 1905, and died in 1914. Arizonian, December
25, 1869, P* 3, and July 2, I87O, p. 3? McClintock, Arizona, 
vol. 3, P* 373? Andrew Hays Cargill, "Camp Grant Massacre,"
9 PP. typescript manuscript in APHS files; Arizona Dally 
Star (Tucson), November 25, 1914.



In commenting on Sherry1s
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ability in his power to obtain.” 
card, the Miner said this meant that "some outsider or out
siders will have to edit [the Arizonianj for him. Mr. Sherry

22is, we are told, a printer, and we wish him success." Like 
many of his brother journalists on the frontier, Sherry 
apparently had little preparation for the job of editor. He 
had served as a private in Company D, First Infantry,
California Volunteers, from August 26, 1861 to August 31,

231864, and took out a land claim in Tucson on October 4, 186?. J
The Miner statement about Sherry was apparently not far from

24wrong, for he was sole proprietor for only a week. In the 
issue of January 24, 1869, Sherry informed the readers that 
he had "disposed of an interest in the publication of the 
ARIZONIAN to Pierton [sic] W. Dooner. • . . Mr. D. is a 
practical printer, a long residenter [sic] of Arizona, a 
good writer as may be seen by his "Observations," and will 
be a great auxiliary to the ARIZONIAN."2

22. Miner, January 16, 1869, P* 2.
23. Letter from B. Sacks to the author, Baltimore, 

April 18, 1966.
24. Arizonian, April 24, 1869, p. 2.
25. Historians have assumed that Dooner*s name was 

Pierton because of the spelling in the above quotation. How
ever, in a letter to McCormick dated June 15, 1870, reprinted 
in the Arizona Citizen of October 29, 18?0, p. 1, Dooner*s 
name is given as Pierson, which seems more likely, and indi
cates that the first reference was probably a typographical 
error, just as the word "residenter" was.
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Although the firm of Sherry & Dooner now published

the Arizoniant Dooner quickly emerged as the force behind it.
He was twenty-five years old, and had come to Tucson from
Canada. His association with the Arizonian commenced with its

26first issue in 1869* probably as a printer. A biographical
sketch of him said his most characteristic quality was "what
might be called a civic conscience. He battled steadily for
the establishment of a school, for improvements of streets
and alleys, and for adequate and regular mail service." He
was also very interested in, and quite vocal about Indian

2?depredations, politics, and the proposed railroad.
The "New Series" of the Arizonian, as it was called, 

was published every Sunday morning and cost $7.00 a year,
$4.00 for six months, $2.00 for three months, and 25^ a copy.
It measured about 11 by 17 inches. A one-column advertise
ment for job printing by the Arizonian, which appeared in an 
early issue, was unusual not so much for the wording used, as 
for several irregularities. It read in part:

THE WEEKLY ARIZONIAN ESTABLISHMENT!
The only Newspaper published in the Territory of 
Arizona South of the Rio Gila Having lately received 
a LARGE SUPPLY of NEW MATERIAL, we are prepared to 
execute ALL KINDS Of JOB-WORK, POSTERS, PAPMPLETS [sicU, 
BILL-HEADS, &c upon the shortest notice, and as reasonable.

26. Arizonian. January 15, 1870, p. 2.
27. Mable Sicard, biographical sketch of Dooner in APHS files, pp. 4, 10.
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as can "be done this side of San Francisco. . . .  it 
is for the interest of every Busines [sic] House 
that wishes to get a share of thgotrade, to adver
tise [sic] in our columns. . . .

The word "Large" was set in very large type, and
apparently the Arizonian had no letter "A" in that font, for
it used instead an inverted "V." This ad appeared in nearly
every edition of the paper until the following November, and
although the words "Business" and "advertise" were corrected
in subsequent issues, "Pamphlets" was consistently misspelled
as long as the ad was used.

As the "Official Paper of the Territory," one of the
tasks of the Arizonian*s job office was the printing of the
Journals and the Acts, Resolutions and Memorials of the Fifth
Legislative Assembly, passed during the previous fall. These
were the only items published by the Tucson Publishing Company
for the government, because it had lost the public printing

29by the time any more such documents were needed.
On April 15, I869, Sherry retired from the Arizonian,

only to appear three months later as editor of the Rio Grande
30Gazette at Las Cruces, New Mexico. However, this venture

lasted only six or seven months, and Sherry was seen again in
31Tucson, "imbibing" freely. After this he faded from the scene.

28. Arizonian, January 24, I869, p. 4.
29. McMurtie, Printing in Arizona, p. 41.
30. Arizonian, April 18, I869, p. 2.
31. Arizonan, February 26, I87O



Only a week after Sherry announced his departure 
from the Arizonian * Dooner changed the day of publication 
from Sunday to Saturday, changed the paper's name, and pub- 
11 ched its "Autobiography," which said of his own early inter
est that he had "often viewed me with pleasure and bestowed 
little favors on me from time to time. Seeing that I was a 
youth of very fair promise, and that it was evidently easy 
to mould me into a creditable adult, he became interested in 
me and I am consequently the care of the l a t t e r . T h i s  
"Autobiography" also explained the name change which altered 
a tradition begun in Tubac ten years before. It said: "I am 
a scion of Arizona and, therefore, an 'Arizonan*— no longer 
an 'Arizonian* which term I look upon as an unwarrantable 
construction owing, [sic] to the fact that from 'Arizona* 
not 'Arizonia*— my nature was derived."

Typographically, the Arizonan was more attractive 
than the Miner of that period. Headings were easier to read 
and news items were clearly set apart. However, more typo
graphical mistakes crept into the Arizonan's columns, perhaps 
because of Dooner's lack of help. The editorial content of 
the Arizonan was not as overbearing as that in the Miner.
At least during this period the Arizonan did not spend as 
much time calling attention to itself in its own columns as 
the Miner seemed to do.
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32. Arizonian. April 24, I869. p. 2



One reason for this may have been the fact that the
Arizonan was committed to publish the "Official Laws of the
United States passed at the First Session of the Forty-First
Congress." About four columns were consumed in each issue
publishing these endless laws, so that news coverage and
editorial comments were greatly restricted. When the laws
finally came to an end Dooner acknowledged that they had
"rendered our otherwise entertaining and instructive little
sheet . . .  insipid and uninteresting. We hope to live a
good, long life— both ourself and the ARIZONAN— but if we
ever undertake to publish the laws of another session of
Congress in a 16 column newspaper, then we deserve to perish 

33together."
The Arizonan under Dooner showed new vigor, but it

still obviously needed additional support. However, Dooner
was a little more subtle in his solicitations than were many
of his contemporaries. Early in his tenure he published two
items which would have been described as "soft sell" eighty
or ninety years later. The first one described the role of
newspapers in general as moralizing agents in the community,
and hinted strongly at the accomplishments of the Arizonan

34in this capacity. The second one emphasized the need of 
newspapers for support, whether partisan or not, and it

33• Arizonan, January 21, 1871, p. 2.
34. Ibid., February 7, I869. p. 2.
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attempted to give the impression that the Arizonan was indepen
dent in its politics and policies. It closed with a gentle 
plea for liberal contributions to the support of the paper in 
return for advocating the interests of the people and the area.^5 

Later, the approach was more direct, and distinctly 
original when the Arizonan Invited

Every business man, whether he be a smuggler, 
a pick-pocket or a licensed vender of merchan
dise • . .to send in his advertisement. Help the 
ARIZONAN along and it will help the country along.
The man who feels no pride in seeing his name in 
print as the conductor of a respectable business has 
seldom ambition enough to carry him through any under
taking successfully; and if he become rich it is not 
through bold and far seeing speculation, but by deny
ing himself the enjoyment of the commonest comforts 
of life. Read this article over twice or thrice 
and you cannot fail to admit of its justice; and 
when you feel so convinced Just enclose a year's subscription to the WEEKLY A R IZONAN.3o

From the sound of an editorial appearing in an August
I869 edition, the needed support had not materialized and
Dooner was at the end of his patience. He affirmed his
belief that the people of Tucson wanted a paper, but said
he was convinced

that they will not support one. It is not for me, 
at this stage, to criticise [sic] their inclinations 
in this respect, as necessity has compelled me to 
abandon my newspaper to seek a business more lucra
tive. I have not voluntarily taken this step; it 
has been a matter of compulsion. What means I pos
sessed [have] been spent in an effort to give this 
paper permanence, but, owing either to the parsimony

35* Ibid., February 21, I869, p. 1.
36. Arizonan, February 19, 18?0, p. 3*
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of the public, or to our own unworthiness, my support 
has been of such a character as to render it impos
sible for me to continue longer the publication of 
a paper here,-5'

Whatever Dooner's "lucrative" business venture was, 
he did not leave the Arizonan. The paper may have endured 
hard time, but it survived, perhaps because of funds raised 
by Tucson business men, as the Miner suggested.38 The 
Arizonan did fail to appear for two successive weeks in Sep
tember, but not because of financial difficulties. Dooner 
joined a party headed for the Canada del Oro "feeling that a 
vigorous exercise might be advantageous, and being not 
entirely indifferent to adventure, we cast aside the pen, 
grasped a musket (which wouldn't shoot) and issued forth 
from the shades of the sanctum determined to do or— to not do." 
When he returned, he explained that he had been delayed be
cause the guide became lost and the party wandered about for 

39three days. The episode caused the Los Angeles News to 
comment on the "free and easy way" in which an Arizona editor 
"stepped out one day to visit a noted canyon. . . . "  Hie 
Miner added its own observation that such behavior was "very 
well down in the sleepy portions of the Territory," but would

37• Arizonan, August 7» 1869, p. 2.
38. Miner, October 2, 1869, P* 2.
39* Arizonan, September 25, 1869, P* 2
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not suffice in Prescott, "where the people, and not a few 
politicians and speculators, support the press."**0

With the commencement of volume three of the Arizonan
in 1870, Dooner said he had served during the proceeding year
as "editor, compositor, *devil,1 etc., etc.," but that he had

4lwritten for a compositor and hoped to have help soon.
It was not long before Dooner was faced with another 

problem in the form of Milton B. Duffield, first territorial 
marshal of Arizona. Duffield, who had been involved in shoot
ing scrapes in the California gold fields and who had played 
an important part later in the New York City draft riots of 
I863» was something of a dandy, blustering and always well 
armed. He did not last long as marshal, but continued to 
attract attention in Tucson, and after the Arizonan had men
tioned him in its columns, Dooner printed the following item: 

SCENE IN HODGES’ SALOON, MARCH 26, [l8?o]:
Characters— Major Duffield, Postal Agent, and 

Editor ARIZONAN.
Enter, Major, walks to the bar and takes a drink.
Enter, Editor, takes a seat and looks on at a game 

of billiards.
Major. Aapproaches [sic] Editor, halts for a moment 

and then seats himself by his side, "Good evening Mr.
D., I have come to tell you in a friendly! gentlemanly 
manner!! G— d d— n you!!! that if you ever again mention my name in your paper I’ll twist your neck clean 
off at the shoulders!!!!

Editor. Shocked at the bare idea of roaming this 
cruel world minus his head, "Major! neck I— I— neck— off 
at shoulders. This would be terrible!"

40. Miner, October 23, I869, p. 3.
41. Arizonan. January 15, I87O, p. 2.
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MaJ. Doubling up a hand large enough to cover a 

game of solitaire, *1 tell you, you G— d d— n skunk 
of a whelp, you’re a tool of McCormick, and I can 
twist you both up and crush the juice out of such 
things as you— or any of McCormick’s friends!!’’
(A voice from the billiard table, "I’m McCormick’s 
friend.” Great excitement and cries of "pool”)

Ed. Scared almost to insanity, "Why! It was a 
matter of news; and so you may just as well twist 
off my neck now as to do so next week, at which time 
I shall certainly give a full account of what tran
spires between us at present, taking care not to 
omit any of the gentlemanly (?) epithets which you 
have been pleased to employ; then, of course, my 
neck must pay the penalty, unless— ”

Maj. Glancing ferociously at Editor’s throat,
"You infernal little--- ," (excitement at the bil
liard table, and cries of "shame!”) "If you ever 
mention my name again I’ll horsewhip you ’round 
every street in town! Ah, ah, ah, ah! If you dare!!"

Ed. Contemplating the Major’s mallet-like fist 
while it describes fearful circles around his head,
"Well, then, you had better commence preparing that 
cowhide, for I shall certainly mention your name 
at least once more."

Maj. "You do it then, you d— d ," (cries of
"shame!" and "Major, you’re among gentlemenI") "and 
I’ll fix you as I fix all my enemies!"

Exit, Editor; and so the parties separated, the 
one to be mentioned in next week’s newspaper and the 
other to be cowhided. Our portion of the contract 
has not proven very difficult.^2

Duffield did not attempt to carry out his threats, or 
it certainly would have been recorded in the Arizonan. However, 
there was some further difficulty with a man named Allen 
Minnier, who had been encouraged, and perhaps hired, by 
Duffield to make trouble with the editor ofthe Arizonan.
Dooner had a warrant for Minnier*s arrest suppressed after 
the latter made the following public apology: "As I was under
the influence of whiskey and was urged on by Duffield, I am

42. Arizonan, April 2, 1870, p. 3
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sorry for what I attempted, and therefore beg your pardon 
and that of your friends, and hope you will grant it." J

These events may have inspired the appearance a week 
later of a long editorial extolling the power and duty of the 
press, and outlining the dangers of falling under the control 
of any individual. Dooner also expressed some of the prob
lems of all frontier editors when he said,

Recent developments go to show that to be a 
journalist in Arizona it is necessary to be a 
fighting man— a first-class bruiser— unless the 
editor would have his paper controlled by every 
demagogue who might feel disposed to dictate to 
him. . . .  To conduct a newspaper properly, and 
in accordance with the view of the great majority, 
it is necessary that the editor be absolutely fear
less, impartial, and strictly truthful; and if he 
be found wanting in any one of these, he deserves 
to, and certainly, will fall into disgrace.

As later events were to indicate, it seemed apparent 
that Dooner really believed this and tried to practice it, 
although Marion was at that very time attacking him and the 
Arizonan as tools of McCormick. Dooner played the game of 
billingsgate also, but his assaults never sounded as vindic
tive as did Marlon's. Even Dooner's strongest epithets were 
delivered with more finesse and polish than the rough-edged 
explosions which usually came from Marion.

In one editorial, Dooner assured the Miner that its 
"foolish and groundless allegations" and "empty howling"

43. Arizonan. April 16, I870, p. 3.
44. Arizonan. April 23, I87O, p. 2.
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against McCormick would have the opposite effect of helping, 
rather than hurting his efforts to gain public support.

On another occasion, Dooner called the Miner a "trif
ling sheet," and explained that the Arizonan would not honor 
its Prescott contemporary by "noticing everything that it 
may contain regarding us— apropos, school-boy controversy," 
but it recommended that the Miner "cleanse its columns from 
the filth and falsehood of eighteen months and suggest candor 
and honisty [sic] or purpose as the best means of promoting 
its interests as well as the interests of its supporters. 
Marion could not let this go by. He said the Arizonan

has the cheek to call the MINER a "trifling sheet," 
and the block-headedness to imagine that it, has 
lashed us terribly in a half column of the softest, 
mushiest sort of twaddle. . . .  The presumption of 
whoever wrote the article is only exceeded by his 
innocence of spelling and punctuation. We shall not 
further disturb the fellowvln his "honestly" got 
ignorance and simplicity."^'

The Arizonan printed another editorial a short time 
later which seemed to be part of this same exchange. It said 
that it deplored the "task of exposing an individual," but 
proceeded to teach the

pretender [MarionJ that he who walks blindfolded is 
liable to bump his head against a wall. Before you 
undertake to criticise [slcj again we would advise 
you to study English grammar, as your practically 
acquired syntax is absolutely unfit to stand the

4$. Arizonan. May 1, 1869, P» 2. 
46. Ibid., May 29, 1869, p. 2.
4?. Miner, June 12, I869, p. 2
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test of theoretical investigation; and knowing, 
as doubtless you do, that something more than a 
practical education is necessary to fit a man for 
a critic, we are surprised that you dare summon 
up sufficient "brass" to provoke criticism. Per
haps you fancied that we would overlook your remarks, 
but if so, you have "mistaken your man;" we have 
checked braggarts before• °

The Dooner-Marion exchanges were frequent and some
times fiery, but Dooner, like Marion, saved some ammunition 
for other things. When Raphael Pumpelly*s Across America 
and Asia was published in 18?0, Dooner was highly critical.

The fact is that Pumpelly's work . . . is so far 
as America is concerned, an extravagant and absurd 
fable. The whole account, it may be safe to con
clude was "thrown together" at random in the hope 
that it would never reach the eyes of anyone who 
would take the trouble (?) [sic] of collecting the 
facts and exposing the falsehood. He gives exag
gerated accounts of incidents, and evidently having 
forgotten the names of persons and places, constructs 
names to answer his purpose. °

Dooner and Marion spoke disparagingly of each other 
through the columns of their newspapers for about eighteen 
months before they finally met in September, 1870. Then there

48. Arizonan, June 26, 1869, p. 2.
49. Ibid., March 5» 1870, p. 2. Raphael Pumpelly, 

a mining engineer who spent eight months in Arizona during 
I860 as an employee of the Santa Rita Silver Mining Company, 
published his reminiscences of Arizona in the larger work, 
Across America and Asia. Although the work was criticized 
by contemporary Arizonans, it was instantly successful 
elsewhere and became a highly significant source of informa
tion on pre-Civil War Arizona. See Andrew Wallace's intro
duction to Pumpelly * s Arlzona (Tucson, 1965), for complete 
information on Pumpelly and his book.



seemed to be a complete change. Marion was in Tucson on his 
trip through southern Arizona with General George Stoneman, 
as mentioned previously. This was the same trip on which he 
met Sydney Delong. Dooner said when Marion entered his office, 
he was uncertain of the outcome of the meeting, "but our 
doubts were quickly removed upon seeing the editorial hand 
extended to [sic] welcome, while a smile of genial good humor 
flitted across his countenance and lit up an intelligent 
sparkle in a pair of bright, honest e y e s U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  
no detailed account of their meeting and what they discussed 
was given. It would be especially enlightening to know what, 
if anything, they said about McCormick, because it was in the 
next issue of the Arizonan that Dooner dramatically withdrew 
his support from McCormick, and took a vigorous position 
against him. There is no way to know whether Marion had any 
influence on this decision, but the break was final. In the 
October 1 issue of the Arizonan Dooner gave his reasons.

The readers of the ARIZONAN will be curious to 
know why we have this week placed McCormick before 
the world as he is— McCormick to whom we heretofore 
accredited a thousand and one virtues, while the 
whole country knows well that he does not possess 
a single great or noble characteristic; McCormick 
whose course in Congress we "lauded to the skies" 
while he really did nothing but talk Apache in his 
turn, until instructed to take his seat, and without 
producing a single result; McCormick who manipulated 
contracts and surveys, and railroad things for a 
period of two years— just as he did the press hitherto 
used in this office a few days since, but more success
fully than in this case, McCormick whom we have
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mlsrepresented in times past, but of whom we shall 
speak and write in future, candidly and truth
fully. . . . up to Saturday [September 24] we knew 
nothing of Mr. McCormick personally, and judged of 
his character only from reports, few of which 
represented him as an honorable man and many as a
selfish intriguer...... and on purely charitable
grounds— wishing to look at the best side of every 
man and extol doubtful merit rather than condemn 
reputed vice— we concluded to advocate the man at 
all risk until we should become satisfied of the 
class to which he belongs... . • now that we have 
seen him and learned to our entire satisfaction that 
by advocating his re-election we have been engaged 
in a work calculated to damn every interest of 
Arizona which may be made to subserve a selfish 
desire, feel no embarrassment at declaring that we 
will put forth our best efforts to undo all that we have so thoughtlessly done heretofore.^1

Dooner claimed that McCormick had tried to manipulate 
the Arizonan and place it in a dishonorable position for the 
advancement and election of McCormick in the coming election 
for delegate to Congress. Dooner angrily refused to cooperate, 
and a series of events followed which marked the beginning 
of a new paper, the Arizona Citizen, and the final sus
pension of Arizona’s spunky first newspaper, the Arizonan.

51. Ibid., October 1, 1870, p. 2



Chapter 11

THE END AND THE BEGINNING

A group of men led by Richard McCormick and Sydney
Delong entered the office of the Tucson Arizonan at noon on
Sunday, September 25» 1870, and proceeded to dismantle the
newspaper's press and carry it off. Pierson Dooner was
furious. But he was powerless to stop them. The press
belonged to McCormick and Delong, who had allowed Dooner to
use it as long as he loyally supported McCormick's cause.
Dooner said it was "a notorious act" planned to suppress
the Arizonan, which Dooner intended to use against McCormick
in the coming election for territorial delegate to Congress.
It undoubtedly was an effort to silence Dooner, but it failed,
for within an hour, the old Mowry press, which was still in
the office, was set up in place of the McCormick-DeLong press,
and an "Extra" was soon circulating through the town.**-

The "Extra" said McCormick's "satellites" hoped
to destroy the only newspaper in Southern Arizona—  
thus to enable them to carry out their system of 
fraud and mendacity. . • • The ARIZONAN will be 
issued as usual to its subscribers with new and 
attractive features, and will be made the equal of 
any newspaper on the frontier. It will be devoted 
to the true Interests of Arizona and to the advo
cacy of sound Democratic principles as the only hope 
for the prosperity of free institutions. To forward

1. Arizonan. October 1, 18?0, p. 3 .
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these views the ARIZONAN will oppose to the utmost 
the election of Richard C. McCormick who has been 
tried and found wanting, and who has prostituted 
the trust placed in him for personal and pecuniary 
ends; and the ARIZONAN will support, in the cause 
of truth and political honesty, P. R. Brady, Esq, 
for Congress, and the Democratic ticket for county 
officers.^

According to Dooner the meeting with McCormick on 
Saturday, September 24, and the removal of the press the fol
lowing day occurred in the following way: after McCormick
learned that Dooner would not support him, he offered to buy 
the Arizonan from him but decided not to invest when he 
heard the price Dooner wanted. He then asked about the old 
Mowry press, and Dooner told him that portions of the press 
were missing, and probably irreplacable, and that he doubted 
if the old press could be put in working order at all. "Upon 
hearing this statement Mac seemed decidedly relieved. . . . "  
McCormick said he would give his answer about the purchase of 
the newspaper the following day at noon, which turned out to 
be the removal of the press. Dooner then expressed surprise 
to find that the Mowry press was "whole and entire." This 
was not the end of the intrigue, however, and Dooner said.

The clique had a few pounds of type, but not a single, 
solitary "case." We were waited upon by an emissary 
who wished to obtain a pair of cases "on the sly," 
offering to pay for them a hundred times their value; 
this wouldn’t work. Then they required some ink: a 
Post-office boy called for the article— for use osten
sibly in the post office. We gave him the article,

2. Ibid., p. 2
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well knowing that ink alone cannot "get up" a 
newspaper. Our printer and our hoy were next 
asked to accept all kinds of good positions, but 
could not be influenced to abandon a tried friend.^

As would be expected, the story was considerably dif
ferent as told by McCormick supporters. They pointed out 
that Dooner had been actively supporting McCormick up to 
September 24, and even on that day they said he stated that 
he would rejoice at McCormick’s re-election, but would not 
"under any circumstances" aid in his re-election, or maintain 
the paper in a neutral position. They said Dooner then 
offered to suppress his paper for #3,000 cash, but "it was 
evident that #3,000, or as many cents, would be a price far 
above his worth, and it was not laid but rejected with prompt
ness, and the material of the ’Arizonan* office, which he had 
the gratitous use of so long • • • was removed in a quiet 
manner." In a further statement they emphasized the fact 
that the press Dooner had been using did not belong to him, 
and "by its removal the office was not crippled, but . • •
Dooner was simply compelled to return to the use of the old
Mowry press, which still remained in his office, and is quite

4good enough for his now limited and foul business."
McCormick followers also procured and printed a let

ter written by Dooner to McCormick on June 15, 1870, when

3. Arizonan, October 1. 1870, o. 3 and October 29.1870, p. 2. :
4. Arizona Citizen (Tucson), October 15, 1870, pp. 1,2,



Dooner himself was a loyal McCormick supporter. Appearing, 
as it did, after the break between the two, it must have been 
embarassing for Dooner, because it clearly implicated him as 
a former "yes man" turned traitor. The letter said in part:

DEAR SIR:— Your communication of the 18th ult. has 
been received. In all frankness, I must say that I 
feel somewhat surprised that you should still remain 
undecided in the matter of offering yourself as a 
candidate for Congress at the coming election. To 
say that your re-election will be procured by an 
overwhelming majority, is only expressing the con
viction of those who opposed you at the last election.

I have not been informed that Mr. Mowry has 
expressed any intention of offering himself as a 
candidate, but would not be surprised to find him 
in the field when the moment of business shall have 
arrived. His brother, Captain Charles Mowry, and 
myself, had a "passage at arms" concerning the 
material used in this office. He was under the 
impression that the press and material were the 
property of Sylvester Mowry, and therefore under
took to question me regarding an article which I 
published commenting on the transportation of govt, 
freight by way of Guaymas. His tone was haughty 
and menacing, and was met in kind; and when informed 
that he could have the Mowry press by calling at my 
office, he "cooled off" considerably; and concluded  ̂
by requesting that I would not oppose his interests.*7

The letter recommended procuring various materials 
for the Arizonan office, indicating that McCormick money was 
obviously behind the operation. Dooner went on to say that 
he had "not yet received any pay for publishing the laws of 
the first session of the Congress. I forwarded bill, as 
directed by Department, to W. H. Hunter Second Asst., Secy; 
some four months since, and there the matter rests. If you
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can, find this gentleman and speak to him about the matter, 
you will confer a very great favor on me.”

The next part of the letter was especially embarassing 
because it contained personal comments about Milton B. Duffield, 
with whom Dooner had trouble previously. It said Duffield 
was drinking heavily and using "ruffianly** language toward 
Dooner, the district attorney and several others. "The man
is certainly to a greater or less extent insane, and I feel 
almost satisfied that he will either kill some one or be 
himself killed before many weeks shall have passed. He is 
gradually growing worse, and I cannot understand the policy 
which suffers him to run at large." Dooner concluded with 
the hope that McCormick would run in the coming election.

Dooner was indignant about the publication of the 
letter, but tried to act indifferent to it, saying it con
tained nothing of which he was

either afraid or ashamed. The abject coward who 
sould steal the confidential interchange or opinion 
between men, either by eavesdropping or by the publi
cation of confidential correspondence, would as 
quickly steal money from their pockets if opportunity 
offered. We will not retaliate in kind. We have 
letters from McCormick which he would blush to read 
in the public print if, indeed, there is a blush of 
shame in his sullied character. . . . The only object 
which the untutored upstart [John] Wasson could have 
had in view through the publication of our letter 
was to create a personal difficulty between Maj•
Duffield and us. . . .We have publicly acknowledged 
this letter as a production of our pen, and the con
victions therein expressed were not without founda
tion; fortunately, however, we were mistaken as Maj. 
Duffield still lives, and no one has fallen at his 
hands. . . • the Major only laughed at the weakness
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of the effort, while the foul design of the ignorant, 
tarnished slanderer shows him before the public a 
traitor to principle, a wanton disturber of the peace 
and a barterer of confidence.®

Shortly after the McCormick-DeLong press was removed 
from the Arizonan office, another paper, loyal to McCormick, 
was established. Only four days later, on September 29, WA 
strip of printed matter, purporting to be the first number of 
the •Arizona Citizen,*" was being circulated in Tucson.?
This must have been a one-page flyer announcing the birth of 
the Citizen, for no copies survived, and the first regular 
number of the paper appeared on October 15• It was a four-page, 
five-column weekly, to be published every Saturday. Sub
scription rates were §5*00 a year, $3.00 for six months, and 
250 per single copy, and advertising rates were $3*00 per 
square of 10 lines for the first insertion, and $1.50 for 
each subsequent insertion. It made the usual requests for 
correspondence for all sections and job printing of all types. 
One thousand copies of the first issue were distributed, and 
the paper said "an unusually large edition will be printed

Q
every week until after" the election. Unlike any of its 
predecessors, the Citizen frequently carried at least one 
article per edition in Spanish.

6. Arizonan, November 5» 1870, p. 2.
7. Ibid., October 1, I87O, p. 3.
8. Citizen, October 15, 1870, pp. 1, 2.
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At least to begin with, the main purpose of the 

Citizen was to get Richard C. McCormick reelected, as indi
cated in its introductory editorial.

To all those familiar with the circumstances which 
induced its publication, no apology need be given for 
the large space occupied with political matters, and 
they will not expect a change until after the ensuing 
election. In the interim, court proceedings and 
other official doings in Tucson, matters of local 
interest to the public, the movements of troops, etc., 
will receive due attention in our columns.

At all times in the future, it will give pre
ference to the publication of matters pertaining to 
Arizona, and never permit prejudice to warp our com
ments upon any portion of the Territory. Due justice 
to all sections should detract from none.

In the present canvass, it will advocate the 
re-election of Hon. Richard C. McCormick as dele
gate to Congress, knowing him to be eminently 
qualified, and far superior to his opponent for 
the position. . . .

Mechanical defects in this number were unavoid
able, as the materials at hand and in use were never 
intended for a complete paper, but to fill up the 
ARIZONAN office. What is wanting to make a mechanic
ally neat and tasty newspaper has been ordered, and 
will be here soon."

John Wasson, first surveyor-general of Arizona, was 
listed as proprietor of the Citizen, and was also editor.
Wasson was b o m  in Ohio in 1833* and later taught school 
there and in Utah before joining his brother in the publication

9» Ibid., p. 2.
10. McClintock, Arizona, vol. 3» P* 503> and 

McFarland & Poole, Record, p. 294, say W. W. Hayward edited 
the paper, although other sources make no mention of Hayward, 
and he must have lasted a very short time, if he ever did edit the Citizen.
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of a newspaper in Idaho. He purchased an interest in an 
Oakland, California newspaper in 1869, but journeyed to Tucson 
the following year, where he was listed by the 18?0 census as 
being thirty-six years old and a journalist having property 
valued at $5>000. President Grant appointed him Surveyor- 
General in July of 1870, an office he held until 1882.H

When Wasson received his appointment from the Presi
dent, the Miner said he Mis a mild, good-natured individual, 
and a scribe of good repute. . . . and his letters to California 
papers go to show that he is capable of writing them up." 
However, when Wasson became editor of the Citizen, the Miner 
characterized him as "a lackey, who was b o m  to blush unseen 
and waste his sweetness on one-horse politicians. • • ."^3

Dooner was especially bitter toward Wasson, probably 
for several reasons. He claimed that Wasson had been listening 
at the door, when Dooner and McCormick had their initial meet
ing and supposedly private discussion regarding the sale of 
the Arizonan. "An evesdropper may suit some people, but we
should expect to find more honor in a liar or a thief,?

14Dooner raged. Dooner also charged that Wasson was a 11 12 13 14

11. Lutrell, Newspapers and Periodicals, p. 100;
Census, 1870.

12. Miner, August 6, 1870, p. 2.
13. Miner, December 17, I87O, p. 2.
14. Arizonan. October 22, 1870, p. 2.
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hypocrite who had approached him sometime earlier and said,
MWe must not he defeated! McCormick must be elected by any 
means, and then let them contest his election!"^ It was 
also Wasson who had published Dooner's private letter to 
McCormick, and the fact that Wasson suddenly had acquired the 
financial support previously enjoyed by Dooner must have 
caused him considerable Irritation.

Dooner1s attacks on Wasson were among the most bitter 
in early Arizona journalism. He seemed to be blinded by the 
injustice and hypocrisy he felt at the hands of McCormick, 
and he turned his literary skill to the defamation of Wasson. 
Dooner was obviously very angry, and not just throwing 
epithets back and forth in the semi-harmless way Marion did. 
After Dooner saw the first edition of the Citizen he character 
ized Wasson as

a servile, self-asserting, and stupid upstart, forced 
by starvation to flee alternately from California 
and Nevada in which States he tried, but failed, to 
live by journalism, [who] appears (in name) as pro
prietor. . . .  As the gaily-painted moth, clothed 
from the slime and filth of earth, which flits 
around the lighted candle and finally expires in the 
flame, so this worthless upstart, but yesterday drag
ged from the gutters of political and social corrup
tion, and clothed, for an hour, from the spoils of 
official prostitution, awaits his doom in the flame 
of honest, popular indignation which will soon accom
plish the extirpation of the infamous rabble of which 
he is an acknowledged member. This salable tool, is 
the mouthpiece selected by McCormick, through which to 
fling calumny and vituperation at honest, industrious 
and honorable men— men possessing independence of

15. Ibid., October 29, 18?0, p. 2



character, and ambition of a standard too exalted 
to value the flattery of a,sycophant or the acqui
escent smiles of a cynic. °

After the establishment of the Citizen, its purpose 
was to win the election for McCormick, while that of:the 
Arizonan was to defeat him and apparently to destroy Wasson 
at the same time. It was a life-and-death struggle between 
Dooner and Wasson, although for different reasons. Wasson’s 
future was tied up with McCormick, more than it was with the 
Citizen, but Dooner had forsaken political patronage and 
seemed to be involved in a grudge fight which would mean the 
end of the Arizonan if he lost. Dooner had turned to the 
Democratic candidate not because of any strongly held poli
tical convictions, but because he wanted to see McCormick 
beaten. There was not yet room in Tucson for two newspapers, 
and the outsome of the election would determine which one 
was to survive•

During the pre-election editorial sparring various 
charges were hurled back and forth between the Arizonan and 
the Citizen, and McCormick had the distinction of being the 
subject of what was apparently Arizona’s first political 
cartoon. In its edition of October 29, 18?0, the Arizonan 
printed a crudely formed illustration, probably from a wood 
block, of a man in a top hat and carrying a carpet bag. The 
outlines underneath the 2§ by 2% inch cartoon said: WR. C.
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Mac. to J. B. Allen, Jan. *69— * Pima county did me a favor,
I did Pima county a favor; Pima county owes me nothing. I 
owe Pima county nothing. Good bye Mr. A.; I'll write you 
from Washington.*M

As indicated before, McCormick won the I87O election,
and Dooner, like Marion said he had done so through fraud.

He owes his election principally to the vote cast 
by Indians and Squaws at Arizona City and to about 
100 votes which he obtained here at a price vary
ing from two to ten dollar [sicj per vote. His 
election, even those who worked hardest for him 
now admit, has been procured by bribery and fraud.
He bought his popularity and paid for it not less 
than $10,000; the money of course was not his, but 
was given him by his owners— men who used a hireling 
in Congress. '

At the same time, Wasson said those who had opposed McCormick 
were led by murderers, thieves, and other bad men.^®

After the election, the Citizen seemed to be firmly 
established as southern Arizona's newspaper, and published 
an editorial designed to convince its readers of its 
permanence•

The CITIZEN having been in existence but a few 
weeks, is already a fixed and recognized institu
tion in Arizona. From every quarter it is receiv
ing substantial encouragement, and the best men of 
the Territory, irrespective of party,are earnestly 
enlisted in its support and encouraged by the bold, 
truthful, and fearless stand it has assumed and 
from which it will not be driven.

It will continue to uphold true men in place and 
seeking place, and to oppose - the schemes and aspira
tions of false men. It will advocate every measure 17 18

17. Ibid., November 26, I87O, p. 3
18. Miner, January 7» I87I, p. 2.
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calculated to benefit the Territory and denounce 
every one likely to prove detrimental to its 
interests.

The office will be made very complete, the lat
est news will be secured from each County and from 
abroad, and no effort will be spared to make a 
live, vigorous and able journal, a credit to the 
capital of the Territory and an organ acceptable 
and influential wherever read. '

It seemed to be a forgone conclusion that after the 
election the Arizonan was doomed. As early as October, the 
Citizen printed a letter signed by Sylvester Mowry, which 
also indicated this, although Dooner later denied the authen-

20ticity of the letter, saying it was "an unqualified falsehood." 
The letter ran as follows, according to the Citizen:

Tucson, A. T., Oct. 15, 1870.
SIB:— As you have expressed a desire to purchase 

the press, type, etc., of the "Arizonan" I beg to 
inform you that immediately after the election,
Nov. 8, 1870, it will be for sale to the highest 
bidder.

Wm. S. Oury Esq. is in full power to make a 
deed for the same.

Your ob't serv’t. SYLVESTER MOWRY. 19 20 21

19. Citizen, November 19* 18?0, p. 2.
20. Arizonan, November 12, I87O, p. 2.
21. Citizen, October 22, I870, p. 2. As indicated

earlier, the press still was owned at least partly by Mowry, 
although he had been away from Tucson for some time. He had 
been accused of being a Secessionist, and his mine was seized 
when the California Column marched through Tucson in 1862. 
Charges of conspiracy against the Union were brought against 
him, and he was imprisoned at Port Yuma for a time. During 
the remainder of the war he stayed in the East, and returned 
to Arizona about the time of the Dooner-McCormick break up. 
Broken in health, Mowry then went to London, where he died in 
I87I. Lutrell, "Arizona's Frontier Press," p. 18; Clarence 
C. Clarendenen, "Southwestern Chronicle: was Sylvester Mowry 
a Secessionist:," Arizona Quarterly, vol. 9* no. 3» (Autumn, 
1953), P. 265. ~



There is no indication that anyone tried to buy the
Arizonan following the election, and it continued on much as
it had before. Although it voiced some hesitancy about the
future, its first issue of volume four indicated an intent
to continue publication. Dooner said he could not claim the
kind of success he had hoped for

as our paper has not increased in size, but we feel 
satisfied that no weekly journal of equally delicate 
proportions, in the whole country, has obtained for 
Itself greater notoriety. . • .

The future career of the ARIZONAN will depend 
upon circumstances yet to arise; and while it will 
continue in its characteristic, fearless manner, to 
expose fraud and faithlessness in office, it will 
not fail to do full justice to honesty and fidelity 
in the public servants as well as in all others. 
Regarding them as, next to the Apaches, the great
est curse and impediment to the welfare and progress 
to this Territory, the ARIZONAN will do its utmost 
to have Arizona cleansed from the leprous influence 
of imported political "rings," and will advocate 
only those measures which promise to administer 
to the progress of the Territory and the comfort 
and prosperity of its inhabitants.22 23

A week later it said that if it could not live "for 
the profit," it would do so "for the fun of the thing • • • 
and as a proof of our sincerity and determination to even 
eventally [sic] vanquish the disreputable opposition of 
Wasson the 1shootist,1 as we will just mention the fact that 
we have ordered a full supply of printing material from

23San Francisco."

18?

22. Arizonan, January 14, 1871, p. 2.
23. Ibid., January 21, 1871, p. 2.
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The paper struggled on for about three more months, 

but finally, on April 29, Dooner published his valedictory, 
and announced the suspension of the paper. He said he had no 
regrets for any of his past actions as editor of the paper. 
Although he spoke "harshly of men upon more than one occasion, 
never have I assailed the private character of any man, 
unless when it happened to be inseparable from his public

pkacts, and therefore justly and without distinct malice."
The following month, Dooner went to Prescott, and in 

June purchased a third interest in the Miner. However, in 
February, 1872, he sold out again to Marion and Weaver and 
left Arizona for California, where he later went into the 
practice of law.2^

After Dooner left, the material of the Arizonan was
again stored, and through the years portions of it were sold
to the Citizen, according to Oury. The press had a varied
existence, seeing service on a number of papers before

26becoming a museum relic.

24. Ibid., April 29, 1871, p. 2.
25. Miner, May 27, 1871, p. 3, and June 2, 1871, 

p. 2; Citizen, February 24, 1872, p. 2; P. W. Dooner, "From 
Arizona to California in the Early '70s," Annual Publication 
of the Historical Society of Southern California, vol. 3 
(1895), PP- 30-33.

26. Oury, "Pioneer Press;" Hattich, "Highlights."
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The final suspension of the Arizonan did not mark 

any revolutionary changes in Arizona journalism, but from a 
later-day view point, it does stand out as a kind of dividing 
point between two phases of early Territorial journalism. In 
oversimplified terms, the newspapers which were established 
and functioned before this date were very personal, locally 
oriented, and served mining or political Interests. Those 
which were established after that date, including the Citizen, 
did not suddenly change, but they became part of the surviv
ing press, and gradually developed broader interests, more 
mature editorial styles, and greater concern for national 
and even international affairs, especially after mail, tele
graph, and rail communication was established on a regular 
basis. The Miner overlapped both periods, and might be traced 
through several other phases of development, since its 
successor lasted until 1934. A comment about the changing 
course of journalism in California about 1859> would not have 
applied to Arizona journalism until some time after the sus
pension of the Arizonan, and the changes described were 
clearly part of this later period of journalism in Arizona.

Before the close of 1859> it is confidently believed 
an entire change in the newspaper intercourse of this 
country with the East will have taken place. The 
establishment of overland mail routes will, by that 
time, have put us in daily receipt of intelligence 
from the other side, and the extension of the tele
graphic wire will give us hourly communication withgn 
our sister States, if not with the whole of Europe. '

27. Kemble, California, pp. 46-4?



By I87I1 telegraphic communication, which was later 
to be rated as having brought about the greatest transforma
tion in American journalism, was commonplace in large eastern 
newspaper offices, but in frontier areas, it was in its 
infancy. For example, not until after the military tele
graph was completed between Yuma and Prescott on November 11, 
1873> was the Miner able to include a regular "telegraphic" 
column containing brief, current news dispatches.

During the same period, the eastern press was already
taking advantage of a number of mechanical improvements which
would not reach Arizona for several years. Some of these
were the revolving cylinder press, stereotyping processes,
the use of large rolls of paper to feed the presses, and a
cheap method of producing paper from wood pulp, all of which
speeded and lowered the cost of newspaper production. Also,
press associations had begun to appear, and what was still a
one-man editorial staff on the frontier had grown to a staff
of several members, including perhaps a city editor, sporting
editor, dramatic editor, literary editor, financial editor 

28and others.
The outstanding and most highly respected journalist 

of the period was Edwin L. Godkin, editor of the Nation,
New York’s weekly journal of politics, literature, science and 
the arts. Horace Greeley, editor of the New York Tribune,

28. James Melvin Lee, History of American Journalism 
(Boston, 1917)» PP- 317-18.
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who was soon to be nominated as presidential candidate by the
191

Liberal Republican party, Charles Anderson Dana, editor-in- 
chief of the New York Sun, and Joseph Medill, editor of the 
Chicago Tribune, were other leading journalists of the day. 
Lewis J. Jennings, editor of the New York Times, made history 
on July 28, I87I, with a special Times supplement exposing 
the Tweed Ring in New York.

In I87I» Arizona had a population of nearly 10,000, 
a tiny fraction of the national total of about 40,000,000. 
About half of the 2,500 families probably had subscriptions 
to Arizona’s two weekly newspapers, the Miner and the Citizen. 
There would soon be another weekly in Arizona, but in I87I, 
the Territory's two papers compared with the national total 
of some 4,500 weeklies, 220 semi- and tri-weeklies, and 
600 dailies.

It is difficult to assess fully the contributions of 
the Arizona press between 1859 and 1871, because so little is 
known about its actual impact upon political, economic, and 
other interests. Occasionally, when a political figure felt 
he suffered too greatly at the hands of an outspoken editor, 
he would respond indignantly or defensively, but there is 
little Indication that what was said changed the thinking of 
the paper's readers. On the contrary, even Marion's power
ful pen could not overthrow McCormick and his followers. It 
seems likely that the lively editorial exchanges between a



Turner, a Marion, or a Wasson were read more for entertain
ment than they were for guidance.

Most of the subjects discussed in the frontier news
papers were probably familiar to local citizens before they 
picked up their papers, because word of mouth communication 
at the local store or saloon was still frequently quicker 
and more efficient than the weekly or bi-weekly newspaper. 
However, news stories and editorials undoubtedly did add 
dimension to military, political, mining, and other important 
happenings, and the columns containing local items certainly 
added spice to the tales exchanged at the dinner table or 
the local bar.

Perhaps more important than is usually realized was 
the newspapers' function as propaganda organs. All of them 
were exchanged with and quoted freely by other papers in 
California and the East, and the glowing reports about the 
area caused interest and attracted immigrants to Arizona.

There is no reason to doubt that all of the newspapers 
under consideration were sincere in their common purpose of 
aiding in the advancement and development of the interests 
of Arizona, although they went about it in different ways.
They kept their readers aroused about subjects important to 
the development of the area, and informed them of other local, 
national, and international events. Another major contri
bution of all the papers was the extremely important service 
they performed in recording contemporary history.
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Probably all of the three dozen or so Individuals 

involved in the publication, editing, and printing of these 
early papers would have agreed that they were underpaid, 
overworked, ridiculed, threatened, and seldom thanked for 
their efforts. However, most of them would also have agreed 
with the following comment about the frontier editor:

But his pay will surely come in the better world 
because of the good deeds done without remuneration 
or hope of reward. Who but the editor keeps daily 
spreading the news of this land of sunshine and 
mining riches to all the people of the earth? He 
it is who brings, by truthful writing, all the 
immagination that yearly comes to buy property and 
increase the wealth of the Territory. By so doing 
others are enriched and while the editor plods on 
in poverty and is stood off year after year, he 
finally joins the angels with the supreme satis
faction that he has been a benefactor to the human 
race. 9

29• Phoenix Gazette (date uncertain), 1897» quoted in Miller, Arizona, p. 91.



APPENDIX

Arizona Newspapers, 1859-1871

The following classifications, showing exact name 
of paper, location, dates of publication, and key individuals 
associated with them, indicate the many distinct newspaper 
entities which existed during this period, as well as their 
inter-relationships, sometimes in name only.

A. THE WEEKLY ARIZONIAN
1. The Weekly Arizonian (Tubac) 3/3/59— 7/21/59 $

Santa Rita Silver Mining Company, owners: William 
Wrightson, publisher; and Edward E. Cross, editor.

2. The Weekly Arizonian (Tucson) 8/4/59— 6/14/60: 
Sylvester Mowry and William S. Oury, owners;
J. Howard Wells, editor and proprietor.

3* The Arizonian (Tucson) 2/9/61— 6/14/60:
S. Strong, publisher; T. M. Turner, editor.

B. MOJAVE DOG STAR (Fort Mojave) 10/1/59— ? (existenceuncertain): Col. Montgomery Bryant, Dr. John
J. Milhau, and Peter R. Brady, editors.

C. MESILLA TIMES
1. Mesllla Miner (Mesilla) 6/9/60 (Pilot issue for 

Times) Robert P. Kelley and D. W. Hughes, owners; 
B. C. Murry & Co., publisher; Bredett C. Murray, 
editor.

2. Mesilla Times (Mesilla) 10/18/60— 11/-/61:
Same as above with addition of Frank Higgins, 
editor (4/27/61— fall/6l); and Kelley, editor 
(fall/61— 11/-/61).
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3. Mesi11a Times (Mesilla) 12/12/61--3/1/62:

Kelley, editor (12/12/61— 1/1/62; Kelley and 
Higgins, editors (1/1/62— 3/1/62.

D. ARIZONA MINER
1. Arizona Miner (Fort Whipple) 3/9/64— 5/25/64; 

Richard C. McCormick, owner; Tisdale A. Hand, 
editor and publisher.

2. Arizona Miner (Prescott) 6/22/64— 9/14/6?; 
McCormick, owner; Hand, editor and publisher 
(6/22/64— fall/64); Emmet A. Bentley, publisher 
(11/-/64— 2/27/67); Robert Meacham, editor
(7/II/66— 9/I4/67).

3. Daily Arizona Miner (Prescott) 10/8/66— 11/7/66; 
Same personnel as above.

4. Arizona Miner (Prescott) 9/21/6?— 7/25/68; The 
Weekly Arizona Miner (Prescott) 8/1/68— 2/1(5772; 
John H. Marion and Benjamin H. Weaver, owners 
and publishers; Marion, editor.

5« Daily Arizona Miner (Prescott) 9/7/6?— 10/8/6?; 
Robert Meacham, editor (9/7/6?— 10/8/6?); John 
H. Marion and Benjamin H. Weaver, owners and 
publishers; Marion, editor (9/16/67— 10/8/6?).

E. ARIZONA GAZETTE
1. Arizona Gazette (La Paz) 8/-/66?— 3/-/6??* 

Vincent Ryan, editor
2. Arizona Gazette (Prescott) 7/4/6?— 8/24/6?;Ryan, editor.

F. THE WEEKLY ARIZONIAN
1. The Arizonian (Tucson) 6/15/6?— 7/-/6?; B. F. Ritchie & uo., publisher; Pierce, editor.
2. The Arizonian (Prescott) 8/21/6? one issue; 

Pierce, editor and publisher.
3. The Southern Arizonian (Tucson) 8/-/6?— 2/-/6B?; 

The Weekly Arizonian TTucson) 1/-/68— 4/18/69: 
Sydney R. DeLong, editor (8/-/6??— I/-/69), 
Henry W. Sherry and Pierson W. Dooner, editors 
and publishers (I/-/69— 4/18/69).
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4. The Weekly Arizonian (Tucson) 4/24/69— 9/24/70; Pierson w. Dooner, editor.

G. ARIZONA CITIZEN (Tucson) 10/15/70— present: Richard C. McCormick, owner, John Wasson, editor.
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