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Of critical interest to those involved in the cultivation and harvest-
ing of jojoba, Simmondsia chinensis, is the expected age of the species, and
its relation to substrate, elevation, treatment, etc. The rather simple
approach of using tree -ring dating does not work for the jojoba. The stem
anatomy is unique, probably in relation to the fact that it is the only member
of its family in the Southwest. Preliminary investigations of many collections

have shown a stem totally lacking in characteristics that would indicate a
definable annual ring.

A portion of a stem section is shown in Fig. 1. There is something

there, but what? This should indicate the challenges to the dendrochronol-
ogist and why the jojoba needs help. As a guide to our further investigation,
I would like to acquire some stems of known age. To this end, I would like to

ask the readers to send me stems of any plants of known age that have recently
died. Published data on plantations seem to show a gradual die -off. If the

time of death is known (or can be reconstructed), the stems could be of value.



Cross section detail of a jojoba stem (ca. 1.0 cm top to
bottom), somewhat darkened to bring out a contrast Photo-
graph by J. A. Sherwood.
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