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ABSTRACT 

Cognition and social values prevail in urban evolution. Analysis of these values 
reconstruct an era that has largely vanished; the context is historic downtown Tucson, and 
the significance is the Mexican enclave that had La Placita as its social focus. The historical 
evolution and the urban character of La Placita and its surrounding banio is documented 
with emphasis on the social meaning of its change. A newly developed cognitive theory of 
vantages and coordinates provides a model to d îct the viewpoints that defined urban 
development in Tucson. The analysis of personal viewpoint provides a statement of the 
manner that social values and cognition shaped architecture and urban change throughout 
the years of growth in the center of Tucson. 
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INTRODUCTION 

"Culture is ultimately translated into fomi through what people do as a result 
of what is in their heads and v/idiin the constraints of their situation." 

Amos RapoporL 

Multiple cultural values have propelled the architectural evolution of "La Placita." 

This open space in downtown Tucson originated on the periphery of the old presidio. It 

acquired most of its splendor when it was a Mexican plaza, strongly defined by its church, 

its central gazebo, and the way people socialized within iL Later, the growing Catholic 

community required construction of a larger church cathedraL The old church in the plaza 

was converted to a hotel and then to a garage, and it was finally torn down. As "La Pla

cita" no longer formed the entryway to a church, it lost much of its activity and meaning. 

Technology has gradually fostered transformation of cultural values, which in the 

twentieth century instigated the spread of a universal culture. This had a tremendous im

pact on tibie environment; progress and rapid growth of towns promoted construction of 

new stmctures that did not always respond to local needs. Economic factt>rs — amain 

motive of urban renewal — encouraged developnsent of extensive areas without regard for 

regional values in architecture and planning. The social consequence of these changes is 

loss of continuity, identity, and communlQr. This project focuses on such changes as they 

have occurred around La Placita. 
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The advent of Ae autonx>bile prompted an exodus of residents to burgeoning sub
urbs, and businesses weie relocated to shc^ping malls. The deletion of pe(q>le and 
businesses in &e center detracted fiom the downtown image, and La Placita declined with 
it Next came urban renewal, the elimination of neglected areas for revitalizadon. For 
better or worse, an entire Mexican Barrio was razed and ultiraately it was r l̂aced by the 
Communis Center. Of the old banio, only two houses and part of a restaurant were 
restored. La Placita also was retained as an open space; but in spite of attempts to preserve 
its character, it is now an in:q)ersonal ghost of the active center that it was. 

A diveraQ  ̂of programs target downtown Tucson to eihance its sense of place and 
to recover the liveability it had in the past Most programs are related to the consolidation 
of an "Arts District," and several projects are gradually defining this idea: a new library in 
the core of the business district is about to be finished; the old Preadio area is a touristic 
attraction; Congress Street celebrates the opening of its art galleries two Saturdays in a 
month, and a festive atmo^here extends fiiom there to 4th Avenue during these occasions; 
annual celebrations are very popular, such as the Mariachi Festival, Foundation of Tuc
son, Arts District Festival, and 'TUCSOTI Meet Yourself." All these activities try to call the 
attention of the population in Tucson to its downtown; but public attention is CMily stimulat
ed sporadically by these intermittent occasicms. People woridng in government and busi
ness offices are those who mainly patronize the diverse establishments that function in 
downtown during weekdays. There is need for a more stable ofifering in addition to what 
now exists to increase the aiq)eal of the downtown district Accommodation of residences 
and their compatible services would inject life into the area and enrich it as a pole of urban 
attrat:tion. 

History exposes the positive and negative agents tiiat have affected urban evolution 
in Tucson, espedally in regard to its strong heritage of Anglo and Mexican cultures. This 
study examines the values that have been historically relevant for the people of Tucson in 
defining its present downtown. Understanding of these values is essential in further 
acticHis, if they are to address the cognitive requirements of people in the fatore design of 
developoents. 
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1. RESEARCH METHODS AND DATA 

1.1 Data Collection. 
Hisbnical data are drawn from literatoie, maps, and photographs. Conten]̂ iaxy 

cognitive data derive &om original nondirective interviews of long-term residents and of 
knowledgeable persons; these develop the social dimensic»i. 

Historical data arc fiom archives in the University of Arizona Libraries, including 
the Arizcma State Museum, Special Collections, Architecture, and Main. The City Hall of 
Tucson and the Arizona Historical Sod.e  ̂archives also house valuable data. 

The nondirective interviews follow ̂ hniques, strategies, and tactics recommended 
by Bogdan and Tylor (1975); their baac idea is to encourage the interviewee to mentally 
position himself in a specific time&ame, to elaborate his memories of downtown, and to 
relate images. Under a general scheme of topics without a structured questionnaire, the 
goal is to subtly direct the interviewee to develop his own themes in relation to the focus of 
the study. The rq)etition of themes in addition to historical data form the basis to stmcture 
the cognitive model of urban change. 

Eight residents in Tucson have been interviewed. Their information is invaluable 
for their long term-iesidency in Tucson- Rve of &em are native Tucsonans, and the other 
three are natives of Georgia, California, and Argentina. Interviewees fall into two groups: 
(1) those who provide a Mexican vantage of direct living e?q)aience in the area; (2) other 
Tucsonans, outsiders to the area, who relate La Placita to the overview of a greater urban 
image. 

1.2 Analysis and Theoreticol Orientation. 
The urban environment is the most complex conglomerate of communication and ~ 

conduct e^qjerienced by man. Hence, urban problems requite interdisciplinaiy treatment so 
that fields of social sciences and technology overlap within specialties. This analysis 
addresses the human perspective of La Placita in its architectural evolution and urban 
dimension; it will bring a theory of cognitive organization to bear upon architecture in its 
social and historical context. The model is the Theory of vantages and coordinates whose 
fundamental tenet is that human viewpcwt is constructed by analogy to the coordinates by 
which all people constitute spatial awareness (R.MacLaury,1987); the theory is described 
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in Part n CHI chapter 5. Applying this theOTy to uibanism enhances the mediods of 
understanding now available to architecture and city planning. 

Sodal and cultural issues can be read throu  ̂architecture and its integration to the 
urban built form; this requites documention of the historical changes adressed in Part L 
Based on histcHical data, the theoretical analy  ̂in Partll rec t̂ures the diJfferent points of 
view that defined tibe urban evolution of Tucson, with focus on its Mexican banio — the 
context of La Placita. The purpose of the woik is to establish the cognitions and social 
values that brought about the changes in spatial organization. Analysis of Tucson's 
historical development and its present urban characteristicss, allow the inteipretation of the 
vantages that the inhabitants of Tucson had through time. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Hisfoiy. 
Bioad studies of Tucson provide background infonaation regarding the early pre

sidio, layout of die first plazas, and activities around them; it was the milieu where 
La Placita evolved (Lockwood 1930; Cosulich 1953; Harte 1980; Sonnichsen 1982). Dy-
nazoics of ethnic diversity within Tucson during Spanish colonial rule laid the foundations 
of present demc)graphy and social composition (Dobyns 1976; Sheridan 1986; Officer 
1987). 

The late nineteenth and early tweatieth-century e>q)2iiaon of Tucson brought reori
entation, razing, revitalization, and latter-day development of downtowrL Urban renewal 
had both local support and oppoation; forces inside and outside Tucson encouraged the re
newal (Giebner 1974; Harte 1980; Sonnichsen 1982). All of this directly affected 
La Placita and its immediate context 

Clark and Fimbres (1978) identify the p^cholc^cal effects of the relocation that 
followed urban renewal; interviews with residents of the banio reflect their inability to ab
sorb the calamiQT. 

Mardn (1983) builds on her native understanding of the culture and sentiments of 
the Mexican-Americans to pcntray their lives in different areas of Tucson. Scncoe images 
she captured will be integrated with viewpoints obtained fixnn interviews to reconstruct the 
himian context of La Placita. 
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2. 2 Environmental and Urban Studies. 
Hall (1966) studies the mental parameters of human interacticHi and considers hu

man geography from apersonal dimensicHU Lynch's (1960) theory of public Images 
within urban landscapes establishes diat there is a ̂ giee of ccmfamiî  in the major ele
ments perceived by people in their urbanscape, even dioogh there ace differences between 
individual and group images. Interviews by IMed and Gleicher (1961) lead to findings that 
spatial terriK>iialî  is defined not only by objective space but by the feelings of belonging 
to spatial settings and by their idratification witii local people; th  ̂state that people and 
places provide the firamewodc for personal and social integration. Tuan (1976) approaches 
human attachment to place through the religious concept of "geopiety," a model that con
siders attitudes, beliefs, values, and ̂ mabolic structures in an effort to understand the 
difGculties that scientific enterprises encounter on the study of ecology and territorial be
havior. Rapoport (1986) points out the significance of die study of change in culture and 
environment to understand their dynamic relation. Doxtater (1984,87) suggests that ritual 
performances can establish the social meaning and die organizing elements of a community, 
and he associates ̂ atial oppositions of nonrational symbolism in the organization of 
settings. This structuralist analysis of spatial oppositions tries to understand cognitive 
symbols and values reflected in architecture; it is an approach to find the semiotics of spatial 
organization. The theory of spatial oppositions is based on a duality of conc t̂s. 

The model to be used in the analysis of Tucson's urban evolution is vantage theory. 
Vantage theory supersedes bipartite duality. Although any vantage is formulated by two 
concepts: one fixed and one mobile, these two coordinates or points or reference are not of 
equal value; the fixed cocndinate is a ground while the mobile co(»-dinate is a figure. The 
figure is the focus of attention while the ground is a backdrop against which the focus is 
contrasted. Figuie-and-Ground are human constructions picked out as points of reference 
to make sense of the surrounds. Pcnnts of view gradually change and new points of refer
ence are picked out based on the previous ones. Vantage theory poses figure versus 
ground rather than binary (̂ >position, and it enables the analysis of change and evolution. 

2.3 Cognitive Theory. 
Incisive analytical instruments are newly emerging fix>m the field of cognitive sci

ence. The present data analysis utilizes the Theoty of Vantages and CoonSnates to depict 
construction of viewpoint in historical evolution. (Quotes firnn the interviewed residents 
will incorporate personal opinion within conternporary history. 
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Vantage theory shows proxnise as a mftang to extract fonnal accounts of world view 
from the results of nfmdirective interviews. The theory and its neld methods are under de
velopment by professors of Anthropology, University of Arizcma (MacLaury 1987; IBU 
and MacLauiy 1989). The model has proven successful in anthropology, linguistics, 
communication, discourse analysis, history, health care, decision making, and higher edu
cation; and students in these fields have used it as model of analysis in a seminar .̂ 

The Theory of Vantages and Coordinates was formulated as a means K> e^qplain 
s} t̂ematically collected observadons of color categorization among linguistic Indigenous 
communities of Mexico and Central America (R. MacLauiy, 1986,87). This research on 
color was an ideal starting point because color data can be quantifiable; this allows rigorous 
tests of the cognitive model. 

The theory is widely applicable, because nKxiels in a primordial process of human 
thought; categorization. What a person is trying to accon l̂ish when he is categorizing — 
even thougih categorization is accomplished unconsciously ~ is a better understanding of 
the world, he is trying in effect to establish and affirm a viewpoint (R. MacLaury, 1989). 

Vantage theory tries to step inside the skin of the categorizer and develop a theory 
of what people are trying to do, and not the theory of functional evolutionary results of 
what they might do. For example if we consider the following statement: young people 
date each other in order to breed. Dating may ultimately result in reproduction, but dating 
is a much more coniplex operation than breeding itself. If a foreign scientist comes to the 
United States for the study of dating practices and uses breeding as his operating premise; 
he will not achieve a deep insight into the instimtion of dating. Likewise, Vantage theory 
stresses that categorization is an effort to make sense of one's surrounds; it is true, but less 
relevant, that categorization might order complexity into manageable groups, eventhough 
such simplification of reality has indispensable evolutionary values...just as does breeding. 

Vantage theory applied to architecture and urbanism, contrasts certain physical 
theories — as tiiat of L5mch who looks for actual physical landmarks and pathways — to 
cognitive theory. The latter establishes fixed and mobile coordinates in the mind; coordi
nates might be landmarks and pathways or they might be social values and ethnic orienta
tions. This incorporates to architecture and urban ̂ ace theory a more flexible property 
than one that must plot coordinates in actual physical manifestations without a strong inte
gration with cultural and soc  ̂considerations. 

** Titles of these students papers will appear with * in the bibliographic references section 
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3. ORGANIZATION 
Hie study is divided into Part I and Part H: (])historical overview of the evolution of 

Tucson and (H) theoretical analysis of this evolution applying the model of Vantage Theory. 

These two parts ate followed by the conclusion of the findings and by an appendix con
taining codified interviews of long term residents in Tucson. 

Part 1 is divided into four chapters. Chapter 1 covers tlie Piehî anic and EQ^anic 
periods preceded by prehistoric considerations of the area. Chapter 2 studies the Gadsden 
Purchase and the first changes which occurred in the town as part of the United States. 
Chapter 3 focuses on the advent of the railroad and the urban changes it stimulated. 
Chapter 4 recounts the principles of urban renewal and its effects on downtown Tucson. 

Part n e?q>lains the basic conc t̂s of vantage thecny and its usual terminology in 
chapter 5, followed by its application in an attenQ)t to extract the cognitions that guided 
Tucson's urban develcq)meni. The cognitive model is viewed at two different levels of 
fcscus: Chapter 6 analyzes the urban process of Tucson in broad perspective; and Chapter 7 
focuses on La Placita and its immediate context in narrow perq)ective. 
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

The past offers essential knowledge of the natural and rational processes 

that involve man and his environment Understanding of this knowledge is a first 

step to analyzing the motives of these processes and to encouraging an insightful 

approach for further actions. Architecture and the urbanscape are the milieux where 
most of men develop their activities nowadays, hence the significance of 

interpreting the meaninful forces of the societies and to strengthen those values 

which identify them as miique. The following chapters are an effort to understand 

these forces as they prevailed in the evolution of Tucson. 
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PREHISPANIC AND HISPANIC TIMES 

1.1 Brief History of the Tucson basin 

Archaeological records for Southern Arizona are at least 10,000 years old. In pre
historic times, the Tucson basin had a cold and wet climate that allowed a woodland flora. 
To the east of Tucson, in the San Pedro Valley, there was a shallow lake with marshy veg
etation. This microclimate attracted large Pleistocene animals such as mammoth, horse, 
mastodon, camel and giant bison, which were the prey of human predators (Naylor, 1986). 
Uttle is known about the daily life of these hunters; their simple society was mobile in or
der to survive in the harsh environment. 

The environment changed gradually as the climate grew warmer and drier. When 
Pleistocene animals became extinct, the human inhabitants responded positively to envi
ronmental changes. Their adaptation to new means of survival is known as Desert Culture; 
as they leaned food from wild plants and smaller animals. These hunter/gatherers k t̂ a 
transhimiant existence until about 1st. century A J). 

Further south, the mildness of the environment simplified human survival and con
tributed to the formation of more complex societies. The high mountain valleys of 
Mesoamerica fostered the domestication of plants and animals. Development of pottery 
and iinpiDvement of crops —specially com— lead to sophistication and irrban development 
These agricultural and technical advances had an intact on the Desert Culture, thou  ̂their 
influence did not stimulate equivalent social evolution (Naylor, 1986). 
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Also about 1 AD., a distinct group emerged in Southern Arizona. These newcom
ers are called Hohokaxn in the Piman language, or "diose who vanished." No traces indi
cate wheie th  ̂came, but they were definitively different fix>m people of the Desert 
Culture. The Hohokam population reached 100,000 at its peak. Their use of irrigation 
became a precedent for future agricultural societies in the arid Southwest. Because of their 
development in agriculture, the Hohd&am people lived throughout the year in individual 
pithouse dwellings grouped in villages. No matter what shape the pit assumed, it was al
ways excavated one car two feet below ground level; to make it cool in summer and warm in 
winter. Pithouses were built of brush and sticks filmed by poles and plastered with mud, 
forming an enclosure with only one opening at die doorway. They were scattered around 
an open area with a comiiK>n ramada. 

From remains of ball courts, it can be inferred that the Hohokam had both a village 
and a regional organization: die functioning of ball courts is a result of social and recreative 
development. Though slighdy different, these baUcourts are thought to be an influence 
fiom Mesoamerican cultures that developed farther South (Naylor, 1986). 

During the 14th century, native Americans in the Southwest built adobe-walled 
compounds of contiguous rooms around a central courtyard, hi some cases these com
pounds were associated with a massive adobe building of several stories, as the ruins of 
Casa Grande, in San Agustih de Oiaur (Figure 3). 

The Hohokam culture collapsed around 1450. Many theories address the disaster, 
but none has been proved. The territory th  ̂occupied became the homeland of Papago 
and Pima Indians; th  ̂are generally con^ered to be Hohokam descendants, alfliough they 
did not develop societies as con l̂ex as the Hohokam. 

1.2 Tucson under Spanish rule, 1776-1821 

When Europeans reached the Tucson area, it was inhabited by the Northern Pimas. 
Reverend Father Eusebio Kino, a Jesuit missionary, was among the first Europeans to see 
how these native Americans lived along the splaidid fields of the Santa Cruz river; they 
were grouped in clusters of houses dispersed barely in sight of each other. 

Kino, who probably passed through the site of Tucson in 1694, was the first to in
clude it in a map. He dated die map 1695 and mentioned previous expeditions he made to 
the area. At Bac, south of Tucson, Kino constructed the first Chiistian church. Whenever 
he travelled fiom Bac to Oiaur (Rgure 3) ~ now Casa Grande ~ he passed throu  ̂the area 
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of present Tucson, where he spent little time. His slight influence on the native inhabitants 

of the area was largely limited to b t̂ism (Dobyns, 1976). 

The mission of San Xavier del Bac w îs part of a pacification program established 

by the Spanish en:q)ire. This program was based on the mission system, held first by Je

suit missionaries and later on by Franciscan fiiars after the former were expelled by order 

of the Spanish crown. Though mining was the main activity during Spanish colonization, 

cattle ranching and plantations were important; th  ̂required participation of native people 

for production. Natives, who had different socio-cultural background than the white colo

nizers, resisted the Spanish takeover of their land and the forced labor to cultivate iL The 

irregular seasonal movement of Northern Pima Indians was an obstacle for the missionar

ies, whose main goal was to establish an Indian settlement with an agricultural based econ

omy. The first st̂  toward setdement was the conversion of the Pimas to Christianity. 

The first Hispanic edifice built in proximî  of i>resent Tucson was established west 

of the Santa Cruz river at the base of "A" Moimtain. It was called "El Rancho de Tucson" 

or "El Rancho de los Padres" (Tucson's Ranch or the Fathers Ranch). Its location was 

convenientiy close to the fanning lands of the Santa Cmz river, inhabited by native Indians 

who already had undergone contact with San Xavier del Bac Mission. 

Later on, this ranch developed into the fortified ooission community of San Agustin 

del Tucson. The community was an industrial school that comprised a church, the friars 

dwelling, a small kitchen, a large granary, two cemeteries, and several adobe workshops 

and dwellings. The complex was surrounded by an adobe wall of about 400 feet on a side, 

with its main gate facing South toward the road between San Xavier del Bac and San 

Agustin de Oiaur (Lockwood, 1930). 

An Indian village, San Cosme del Tucscm or Pueblo de Tucson, was located Sk>uth 

of the mission. It consisted of a few adobe dwellings and many ramadas. The people of 

this village were engaged in ccmstruction of the mission. Before the mission was complet

ed, some of the locals who were dissatisfied with Spanish domination joined the Apache 

Indians and attacked the priests and ih&r peaceful Indian converts. These attacks were so 

constant that the few Spanish soldiers posted on the missions were not able to resist their 

hostility. 

A strong representation of missionaries petitioned the Govemor to transfer the 

northem military defense — at that time the Tubac garrison — closer to the missions. This 

was accomplished in 1776 when the Tucson Presidio was established to become the north

east fix>ntier of the Spanish Entire, and it marked the origin of present Tucson. 
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The Spaniards established a cmlitaiy outpost in such a remote place for various 
good reasons: to pacify the local Indians while converting them to Christianî  and later to 
tribute payers; to protect the Spanish settlem t̂s from raiding tribes; to assure a safe route 
to CalifCTnia; and to thwart other European powers, such as Russians who were ex
ploring the Pacific coast (Sonnichsen, 1982). 

The Spanish caxnpmgn of domination and poietraticm to the northern lands of 
Mexico originated in 1540. This campaign to search the silver country, created tensions 
among the native Indians living in the fixmtier zone betwera the barbarian tribes b> the north 
and civilized Indians to the south (Figure 4). Both fixratier groups united and rebelled in 
what was the biggest outbreak in New Spain, Ae Mixt6n War. It lasted fmm 1541 to 
1542, and took place in Mixt6n country, on the borders of modem Jalisco and Zacatecas. 
The Spaniards controlled the attack with their military strength, and since then established 
the presidio ̂ stem to mark their occupation in northern territory (Sauer, 1941). 

Two centuries after having initiated the presidio qrstem, Tucson became the north
ern bastion held by flie Spanish empire. The selected ate for the Spanish Presidio was three 
quarters of a mile Northeast of the San Agustin mission and overlooking it (Figure 5). It 
was protected by the deep stream "Arroyo de Tucson" on the north and east and by other 
streams on the south. 

The presidio was designed as a compact village reminiscent of Roman fcntifica-
tions. It was surrounded by an adobe wall 22 inches thick and 12 feet high, roughly 
forming a square of750 feet on a side (Figure 6). Data shows controversy regarding die 
number of enibatdements; either one or two, they had loop holes for gun posts on their 
second story. The preadio gate was in the west wall, almost where the present Alameda 
and Main streets intersect. Its heavy mezquite gate had a roof that served as a station post 
for the sentinel (Lockwood, 1930). Qose to the east wall, on the present Alameda St., 
was the original church of the presidio. It was a plain building, lacking the characteristic 
adornment of Catholic temples. There were small cemeteries ncHth and south of the 
church. Opinion differs concerning location of some buildings inside the presidio, 
especially the Chief Officer's house. Though east of the gateway, it is not known if it was 
attached to die north wall or if it was ̂ proximately at die center of the presidio; but all 
studies agree that its door faced south and. diat its ccmstmction offered more protection: it 
was the last line of defense against enemy intrusion. 

Life in Tucson during presidial times was concentrated around military activities, 
because it was mainly populated by soldiers. The number of civilians was small, even 
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counting the &mi]ies of some soldia:s. Hie residential quartBis were inside the 

presidio walls, and few people lived outside. Most of die men were engaged in agriculture 

or stock raising. The only public woik was the conq)letion of San Xavier del Bac Church. 

The fort was a busy place with soldiers coming and going on escort and guard duty at Bac 

and other communities. 

At the onset of the 19th century, Tucscm was an agrarian community of self suffi

cient rancher-farmers who supported the gairis(xi soldiers. By 1804, they enjoyed a cer

tain level of prosperî  due to their crops of com, wheat, beans, vegetables and cotton, as 

well as catde and sheep. This was abundance compared to previous years, in ̂ te of the 

dependence on Arizpe — the Sonoran capital — for supply of certain goods that the precari

ous local industry could not provide (Officer, 1987). 

The Spanish population grew slowly from 77 persons in 1777 to 500 in 1819. In 

1791, a settlement law set aside 4 square leagues around each presidio to encourage the 

migration of other Spaniards fix>m the south. In 1804 a report submitted to the Real Con-

sulado (Royal Consulate) — a government bureau similar to the Chamber of Commerce — 

stated that the Tucson Presidio had a tt>tal of 1015 persons, 300 were Spaniards and the 

others were natives and mixed bloods; they occupied an area of less than 2 square miles 

(Dobyns, 1976). 

By 1817, ethnic stratification was demarcated: persons of noble blood at the top and 

natives and mixed bloods at the bottom; there was no middle class, no professionals, no 

large landowners, and a few merchants and traders. The native popidation was slowly 

giving way to I£spanics and mixed bloods. Retired soldiers were occupying fields that 

had once belonged to the Papagos, though they were not allowed to possess lands con

trolled by die mission. 

Over the years this community learned to live with scarcity and isolation. They had 

to deal with flood, drought, and Indian attack without the help of the government in Mexico 

City, 1500 miles away. The fiontiCT conditions developed the capacity of the pioneers to 

survive in desolation, although this quality was often considered primitive and backward 

by early An^o visitors (Sonnichsen, 1982). In 1821, at the end of the Spanish period, 

Tucson was a prosperous village where Spaniards and Indians lived side-by-side. 
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1.3 Mexican Tucson. 1821-1854 

Eventfaou  ̂the distuii}ances began in 1810, the Mexican revolution expelled 
Spanish occupaticHi in 1821. The countty's economy had been disrupted, the main pro
duction activities were abandoned, and it was ha'̂  to get anydiing done. This situation 
was reflected in Tucson, which remained stagnant; for die next three decades the commu
nis continued very much the same as before, but with the Mexican flag flying above the 
presidio walls. The adobe presidio fell into disrepair; and as Mexico's "protectionist wall" 
came down, Anglo-American traders and tempers began to arrive to the area, carrying dis
eases that reduced the native population. 

Tucson first saw many Anglos during the war between the United States and Mexi
co: in 1846, the Mormon Battalion stayed in town four days. The mountain men were the 
first Anglos that entered the presidio. By that time Mexican houses were of adobe, reason
ably adapted for the desert climate, cool in summer, and warm in winter. To the Anglos, 
accusuxned to materials common in the East, the adobe houses were a sign of backward
ness. Their views of Tucson were mainly negative, with prejudice towards Mexicans. 
Nevertheless, in short time Anglos setded in Tucson; they married Mexican women and 
adopted Mexican food and ways of living. The Mexican heiit̂ e mixed the Anglo customs 
and ideas, which began to shape a biracial ctHnmuniiy. 

Ihterethnic relations were strengthened by a common fight against the Apaches. 
The Mexican government could not afford K> continue supporting the pacified Apaches that 
lived close to &e presidio. As the Apaches did not have their accustomed rations anymore; 
they resumed their raiding activities, breaking 20 years of peace established by the 
Spaniards. 

In January 1849, Tucson was no longer a pre^dio; it had been designated a 
"irulitary colony." This change brought the setflement of young men, who were granted 
land to cultivate in exchange for their service in defending the community fixmi Apache at
tacks. The Indians and old settlers were already living and woddng in the most fertile 
lands. They were not satisfied with the new status of military colony. It meant the arrival 
of setders fixan elsewhere in Sonora; were still trying a> allocate the Tubac and Cal-
abasas refugees, who had fled to Tucson after suffering a major Apache attack (Dobyns 
and Officer, 1984). 

Around 1850, life in Tucson was almost impossible. Warfare and ̂ idemics 
caused hî  death rates. In 1851, nearly a quarter of Tucson's residents died in a cholera 
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îdemic. In ̂ ite of demogr^hic losses, ICspanic women — considered uninhibited by 
Anglos — were prolific enough to maintain peculation (Officer, 1987). Ranchers and 
farmers had abandcm thdir lands because of Apache raids. That left the region reduced u> 
less than 300 people, who all were confined K> the inner walls. 

The adobe houses were never repaired; when they reached a state of ruin, they were 
aband<Mied. This fact calls into question the authenticî  of remains j&om Mexican period; 
probably few architectural survivals could be identified with the time, la 1849, the Tubac 
refugees possibly constructed their homes in what was later known as Barrio Libre. This 
area was tcsn down in the 1960s to acctHnmodate the fieeway and urban renewal projects; 
depriving Tucson of its oldest structures. Even renovation projects in the presidial area 
targeted at structures that turned out to be newer than originally thought: the restored Casa 
Cordoba in the Plaza of die Pioneers was dated from about 1876 by use of the three ring 
method on its earliest roof beams (Officer, 1987). 

1873 former Governor Safford interviewed Mariana Diaz, a woman of 100 years 
old, who lived through the Spanish and Mexican periods. She remembered how pleasant 
the tiroes used to be. They had few needs that could be easily supplied- They danced, and 
played, and enjoyed thmiselves. There was plenty of mescal, but people drank it in excess 
only on rare occasions. Crime was almost unknown, and if it had not been for the Apaches 
they would not have known what trouble was. Her husband and many of her relatives died 
in Indian attacks. 



30 

©[}MFini[̂  

THE GADSDEN PURCHASE 

2. 1 Gadsden Purchase, 1854 

The discovery of gold in California and the development of raining companies in 
Arizona caused a strong migration towards the Southwest. From the late 1840s through 
the 1850s, the Southwest attracted newcomers from throughout the United States and 
northern Mexico. Some setded in Tucson, which reached a population of350 by 1852. 

The southern part of the nation lacked a railroad connection. To build it, the United 
States bought 30,000 square miles of Mexican territory for 10 million dollars. This was 
the Gadsden Purchase of 1854, which Congress approved in June (Sheridan, 1986). 

From 1854 to 1864, Tucson continued as a fluid society while maintaining its 
rudimentary economy. Food was provided by nearby fields, adobe was used as building 
material and Spanish continued as the main language. It was mainly self sufficient and the 
most important community in the region. 

La 1856, the Mexican troops left Tucson; they removed the presidial records and 
whatever deeds on the dwellings and small lots that might have been left vacant. The 
properties were reoccupied by Mexicans and Anglos, and physical possession became the 
only condition to prove ownership (Officer, 1987). 

The year 1858 initiated an era of transcontinental travel with the Butterfield Over
land Mail Conqjany, a stagecoach line thai came to Tucson in October. Though not the first 
to come, it stimulated a rapid change of the presidial town. The station for the Butterfield 
line and die first "hotel" in town were installed in the old Santa Cruz house, since re-named 
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the Buckley House. It was located west of the presidio main gate in a quiet residential area 
of scatteied houses. Blacksmith shops and a couple of stores opened quarters close to the 

station CFigure 7). By 1859, &is area had grown to become the center of town CPeterson, 
1966). 

The Ovedand Company reached its peak in 186C  ̂it declined the next year because 
of the hostilities between the Union and the CcHofedraate States. The federal government 
withdrew its troops from the Southwest, leaving die Ovedand Mail unprotected against 

Apache attacks. Moreover, Confederate interference with the mail grew considerably at Ae 
eastern end of die line. The Butterfield line was discontinued in 1861. 

"With the soldiers gone, the presidio lost its military cohesion. This was followed 
by an initial adoption of a Hiqanic pattem of urten settlement. This pattern was strongly 
centralized in the categorization of squares that congregate the population in different areas 
by social class (Figure 8). The geographical and social center of the community was a 
plaza flanked by the visible symbols of the community: representative buildings of church 
and government, and major businesses. Proximity of residential structures te the square 
directly reflected the social and economic status of their dwellers. The rich upper class 
lived closer to the plaza than the poor lower class, who was mainly grouped in surrounding 
areas called tefiws: The pattem repeated itself on a smaller scale within the 6amos, hence 
plazas of minor importance were distributed throu^out the community (Redfield, 1941). 

In the case of Tucson, some established Mexican businessmen and the powerful 

Anglo minority moved into the presidial area, defining then what nowadays is Tucson's 
central business district The growth of the Mexican ccMiimunity progressed south in the 
direction of Sonora. Most Mexicans setded south of the presidio around Plaza de la Mea'lla, 

presendy La Pladta. 

The 1860 census verified 925 persons living in Tucson. Angjos constituted less 
than 20%, while 71% were Mexican. Yet Anglos possessed 87% of the total real and per
sonal property. "Within a decade after the Gadsden Purchase, Anglo coital controlled Tuc
son (Sheridan, 1986). 

Sheridan establishes population totals in I860: Anglos were 95% male, of which 
82% were at their prime as a working force, ages 20 to 30. Unlike the Anglo community, 
Mexicans had a balanced gender ratio of 53% males and 47% females. While 56% of 
males were between ages of 15 to 50,40% of them were at their prime. These percentages 
show diat even diough Mexicans greatly exceeded Anglos in number, the working male 
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force was almost equaL Males between a^s IS tt> 50 included 149 An^os and 194 Mexi
cans, 130 Anglos and 137 Mexicans between 20 and 30. 

Moreover the prototypical An^^o was a fiontier immigrant and young male seeking 
fiame and fcnrtune; while the Mexican populaticm were from families looted in the land of 
Sonoran Tucson. 

Tucson was a very poor place before the Gadsden Purchase. By 1860, most of its 
capital came fixan outside, brought by the aziiving Anglos. Native Tucsonans had scarce 
lesouices to compete with the newc(»ners, and thdr econmnic and political power began to 
fade, finally succumbing in 1880 with the arnval of the Southern Pacific Railroad. During 
these two decades, Tucson had a unique bi-cultuial society. Mexicans and An^os fought 
together against the Apaches, and succeeded as merchants, fieî ters, ranchers and real 
estate speculators; they married into each others' families and formed partnerships together. 
This proq>erity laid the foundatioiK of Tucson's current interethnic society (Sheridan, 
1986). 

2.2 Pattern of Growtti 

The Sonoran desert extends through most of Western Mexico and the North 
American states of Arizona, New Mexico and Southern California, suffiidng this land with 
similar terr^)eratuFe and aridity. In ̂ ite of the imiform climate, urban conglomerations 
throughout have developed by reqxjnding as much to culture as to physical environment. 
Thou  ̂the latter has not been the main instigaticMi of urban development, it has determined 
constmction methods and building techniques for protection against the harsh desert cli
mate. 

The areas of the American continent that were under Spanish colonization devel
oped adobe construction. Since prehistoric times, adobe buildings with thick walls and 
narrow apertures, protected against heat and dryness. Adobe structures built under colonial 
domination shaped the new settings. They followed a grid pattern transplanted from Spain, 
called cuadricxila (squared). The cuadricula pattern originated from a square unit of the grid 
that measured a cuadra, a colonial dimension derived fixmi livestock pastures 
(approximately 100 sq.m., or 350 sqA). 

Spanish colonial adobe buildings with continuous facades bordered streets on both 
sides. The adobe houses hardly opened to fte exterior, a cultural value inherited from the 
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colonizers. This custom valued the inqxjrtance of maintaining &mily activities within the 

house; it shows the centripetal force of die inner patio in colcHiial houses. The open patio 

connected different rooms; it fimctioned as core of tibe house, not only as a physical con

nector but as a place of most family activities. It was the social center of the house. 

The main op  ̂̂ ace of colonial settings was tiie town-plaza where the most public 

activities were represented. There is a parallel between the plaza and the patio: both are 

cores of social stracture, the plaza at the municipal level and the pado at the domestic. 

Tucson had remained isolated fiom the broader cultural patterns in which Mexico 

was developing; its contacts with Sonora were so infiequent diat only the most basic ele

ments of Spanish-Mexican culture were imported. These elements were transformed by the 

local customs and adapted to the bleak environment, which defined Tucson's own regional 

character (City of Tucson, 1971) 

The thick adobe walls that enclosed houses bodi supported the building and 

provided an effecdve thermal barrier. In some cases the adobe structures were s^arated by 

reduced open spaces creating a ̂ stem of corridors between them. Buildings were grouped 

in blocks of irregular shapes and set unifcnmly along narrow streets. Streets rarely met at 

right angles, what strengthened the uniqueness of each street intersection. A strong sense 

of enclosure defined the urban character of town (City of Txicson, 1971). 

The foregoing pattem of urban growth, centralized aroimd a major plaza, was de

veloped throughout Sonora. This plaza was surrounded by buildings that represented the 

religious, political, and economic powers. The concept of centralized plaza manifested an 

interesting variant in Tucson because of its fiontier positi<Hi and its relative isolation. No 

longer a presidio, it e?q)anded around two squares'' : Plaza de las Armas ~ the former pre

sidio grounds — symbolized the political power, and Plaza de la Me&lla — south of presidio 

grounds ~ symbolized the religious power (Figure 9). Moreover, these powers 

represented the two major communities at the time: An^os and Mexicans. The most 

prominent buanesses were established between both squares, thereby connecting tiiem. 

The development was along a North-South axis, witii Anglos north and Mexicans south. 

At the end of 1860s, two important buildings were constracted in Tucson: the 

coimty court house and the first San Agustih Cathedral. In the northem part of town, adja-

 ̂ Though there were other squares in Tucson at the time, they were not representative of the bicuitural 
p^em of growth as Plaza de las Armas, and Plaza de la Mesilla were. These other squares were: Plaza 
Militar (presently Pbneers Plaza), and Plazuela (non existent at present) 
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'i-H I [IP U I CHURCH PLAZA 

1883: CHURCH PLAZA - PLAZA DE LAS ARMAS 
1. San Agustin Catholic Cathedral 
2.Convent School of the Sisters of Saint Joseph 
3. Bell Tower: City Recorder. Justice of Peace 
4. Pima County Court House and Jail 
5. The Whipping Post 
6. Governor's Cornerian 
7. First Presbiterian Church 

Figuf 9 
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cent to the old pie^dio's main square, was erected the county court house; it framally 
symbolized the political power. Plaza de la Mesilla ~ which might have had its origins at 
the end of Ae Mexican period — was toward the south where (Figure 10) most of the 
Mexican communis lived. They built the first Catholic Cathedral of San Agustih in Plaza 
delaMesiUa, afterwards known as Church Plaza. 

The An^o culture began to take hold after the Gadsden Purchase, and within a 
decade its customs and architectural series had influenced Ae adobe structures. The exist
ing adobe row houses — urban in conc t̂ ~ began to show features of An^o influence, 
such as outdde pcsches and gabled roofs, hi the early 1870s, detached dwellings set back 
&om a broad street began to shape the new urban configuration of Tucson. Anglos 
brought the detached house, individualistic in character and suburban in concepL Another 
break fix>m the Spanish-Mexican urban tradition was the house placed at center of the lot, 
allowing a deep "American" front yard (Stewart, 1979). 

Li 1880, the Southem Pacific Railroad established its route through Tucson and 
initiated an era of rapid growth. The tracks were at the edge of town running southeast to 
northwesL Shops and warehouses appeared along the tracks. The commercial district ex
panded toward the south and northeast of the business area. These two commercial cores 
were connected by Congress St. This linkage made Congress St. the first East-West axis, 
breaking the original N(Hlh-South pattem. 

The railroad made it possible to bring goods fiom elsewhere at cheaper prices; 

which ruined many pioneer owned businesses. The Anglo newcomers brought constrac-
tion materials foreign to the area, and eventhough this fostered building techniques inade
quate for flie desert, a great variety of architectural styles flourished in Tucson. By 1880, 
Tucson's An^o community had the central business district under economic control. Most 
of the ccHnmercial establishments were located between Court Plaza and Church Plaza. 

2.3 Plaza de la Mesilla 

According to legend. Plaza de la Mesilla received its name in 1854 when news came 
from Mesilla that the United States had acquired Tucscm and Southem Arizona by the 
Gadsden Purchase. This square was the terminus of the wagon road joining Tucson to the 
territorial capital, then at Mesilla. In the early days, Mesilla was a sister town of Tucson, 
and the only settlement of any size between Tucson and El Paso. Before 1863, when Ari
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zona was part of New Mexico Tenitoiy, Mesilla was the county seat of Dona Ana County, 
which included Tucson (Resolution no. 10289). 

The fwigin of this plaza might have been in the early ISSOs; at that time residents 
&om Tubac, Calabasas, and other small villages along the border abandoned their land be
cause of Apache attacks. They found refuge in Tucson, and built their homes outside the 
presidio walls. 

In 1862, a Union force called California Volunteers, occupied the old presidio. Its 
chief commissary officer in command. Mayor Fergusson, ordered the registration of aU 
properties within three miles of the village caiter. Under his mandate, the earliest surviv
ing map of Tucson was drawn (Kgure 10). 

Tucson, as an isolated frontier towxu was not directly influenced by the urban 
model that Spain brought to its colonies: the ̂ ical grid around a central plaza. The Fer
gusson map shows how most of the street comers did not meet at right angles, and how 
Tucson had altered the concept of a centralized main plaza with many plazas: Plaza Militar, 
Plaza de Armas, Plazuela and Plaza de la Mesilla. 

The foregoing map shows that most of the buildings had a North-South orientation, 
with their yards in back, a deviation firom the Spanish archeQ^cal building centralized 
around a patio or yard. This orientation limited interior sunlight hours, and promoted a 
strong East-West direction of streets; these were criss-crossed at awkward angles by minor 
North-South streets that lacked continuity. The only strong North-South axis was Calle 

Real OatCT Main Street); the importance of this street derives fixnn presidial times when it 
was the route to Sonora. 

On the comer of Mesilla and Meyer street was a two story building hî er than 
those nearby: the California Store. Except for one, the properties around the square were 
smaller than average; no data are available recounting the use of those properties .̂ As 
mentioned. Plaza de la Mesilla was where freight wagons and stage coaches ended their 
journeys. At those times, one of the big social events was to watch the stage coaches ar
rive, and view travelers fiom the cities of the East and West; some of them established in 
Tucson (CosuUch, 1953). 

2 Some of them could have been blacksmith shops, corrals, and stables, where freighters boarded their 
stock. 
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La Plaza Militar 

\OliJ Prasidio Wall 

^ourthoua, 

Fiauf 10 
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2.4 Church Plaza 

The first Catholic church of considerable size built in Tucson was located on Fiaza 
de la Mesilla, which since was renamed Church Plaza or Church Square. The church was 
facing westward, east of the square and north of Broadway, which at that time was called 
Camp Street (Illustration 1 and 2). FaAer IXmato Rogieri, an Italian nussionaiy priest, 
made possible the construction of San Agustui Church. He laid its foundations between 
1860 and 1863; and he began constraction of its adobe walls. 

The construction of the church was a community  ̂project; the Mexican population 
participated, and Father Donato supervised them. Ana Maria Coenen ,̂ age 4 in 1863, re
members the people's participation: 

The adobes were made on the property of Solano Ledn, where the Manning house is 
now located. When services were over every morning. Father Donato will tell the congre
gation not to leave until he had changed his robes. Then he would instruct them to follow 
him and they would go to the place of Solano Ledn and each woman would retum with 
one brick in her arms. Father Donato would carry one brick also. The entire church was 
built by the people of the parish." 

During those days Tucson was emerging from its frontier condition; many of its 
residents were transients on thdr way to somewhere else, or they were adventurers looking 
for money either honestly or dishonestly. Bjit there was a proportion of residents who 
wanted to convert Tucson to a gentile community. These were the builders and the 
responsible people who sustained and supported the construction of San Agustui Ca±e-
dral, and made it the heart of Tucson (Chambers and Sormichsen, 1974). 

Adjoining the cathedral on its south side was built the Sister's Convent and Acade

my for Fanales — Villa Carondelet School — which began to function in 1870 vinder the 
direction of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. 

San Agustih Cathedral symbolized the Mexican religious faith and was an expres
sion of their cultural identity. Mexican cultural values were afGrmed and renewed through 
Aeir religious beliefs and celebrations. San Agustih became the center of religious life in 
Tucson and the focus of Mexican social interaction. Religion was a vital force in the life of 
Tucsonans of Mexican descent; it was related to most aspects of their culture, from mar 

® Ana Marfa Comaduran Coen6n, !r>ter\~w with Gsc.̂  W. Chansbsrs and G.T. Urfas. October 1927, Arizona 
Historical Society. 
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Illustration 1- (jooking east on 
Broadway, Canp Street at the 
time. In thai870s, San Augus
tine, the first Catholic Cathedred 
of Tucson, before the cons-
taicfion of its towers when it was 
oriented to the west, fadng the 
plaza. (Photograph: Arizona His
torical Society) 

t 

Illustration 2- The Cathedral in the 1880s with its towers and its stone entryway built by 
Jules LeRein — nowadays this gate is the sole remain of the diurch; it states in front of 
the Arizona Historical S êty. (University of Arizona Speaal Collections Library) 
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liage, to fiestas and entertainment, to health caie, and to deadu Mexicans shaped religion 
to their own needs, adapting rituals and beliefs to their own traditi(»is (Sheridan, 1986). 

Religious celebrations, a fusion of sacred and profane, were the major events in the 
life of the Tucson Mexican ccHnmuniQr. The greatest fiesta was that of San Agustih. It be
gan CHI August 28 and lasted until Mexico's Eadependaice Day, the 16 of September. Dur
ing the 1870s and ISSQs, a solemn mass was celebrated in the church, which was followed 
by a procesaon around the Church Plaza, This was a major social event, and the families 
living around the plaza adorned their houses with lights and banners. The procession was 
a religious ritual that brought toge^er the whole Mexican community; it was led by the elite 
members, who took the opportunity to assure their status as leaders (Sheridan, 1986). 

It is not known when Tucson began to celebrate the feast, but Samuel P. Heintzel-
man, a military officer and president of the Scmora Exploring and Mining Company, q)ent 
three days in the village in 1858 and recorded in his journal his observations of the festivi
ty. He wimessed the relî ous procesaon that carried a wooden figure of San Agusdh on a 
platform. A motley crowd composed the parade, accon^anied by music, singing, and gun 
fire. ThejMofaneactivities were attended by 200 or 300 people. There was music and 
dancing under a ramada in fiont of the stores of An^o merchants Solomon Warner and 
Mark Aldrich, west of the presidio's main gate on Calle Real, the center of town at that time 
(Figure 7). 

Later on, die feast took place at Church Plaza; religious ceremonies acquired more 
pomp, and the celebrations became a full fesdvaL They included dancing, drinking, gam
bling, bullfights, cockfights, comedy, circus and theater. Merchants, farmers, artisans, 
and the business community in general looked forward to a quick profit at fiesta time, when 
they could sell goods not in demand during other times of the year. 

The San Agustm fiesta became so crowded that it moved to larger sites, such as 
Levins Park and Armory Park. It turned out to be the wildest event of the year; and when it 
was finally suspended in the early 1900s, part of Tucson's Sonoran spirit died (Sheridan, 
1986). 
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Illustration 3- Aerial view looking south, shows La Pladta in the late 1800s. The Bell Tower 
is west of San Augustine Cathedral. 

Illustration 4- South facade of the Bell Tower fadng Church Plaza. 
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2.5 The Bell Tower 

The Beli Tower was a curious structure built on Church Plaza in 1881. It was not 
an example of Tucson's territorial architecture, but was a unique facilî  used for a variety 
of fimctions. It was located on the center of Church Plaza, west of the CathedraL 
It was the first cî  hall, polling place, council chambers, recorder's ofGce, and convention 
cent̂  (Illustration 3 and 4). It also was the headquarters of the Tucson Hre Department, 
composed by forty-five volunteers who occupied the lower floor of the diree loom fî me 
stmctuie. The cî 's first and only alarm system was housed in the dome of the building, a 
beU that weighed 1447 pounds. In 1886, the upper floor of the tower was the second 
home of the Tucson telephone exchange. 

Before the turn of the century the Bell Tower was transferred to the badg^ard of pi
oneer attorney Thomas Satterwhite's home on Granada Street. Later, the property was ac
quired by P.R. Rider, who used the pagoda style structure as a rooming house. It lasted 
until 1934, when it finally burned to the ground (Mitchell, 1988). 



THE TURN OF THE CENTURY 

3.1 The Church: Transformation to Secular Uses. 

San Agustua Church was the sole cathedral of Tucson until 1897. When the people 
called for a larger building the new St. Augustine Cathedral was built on south Stone Av
enue, there it still stands. The old church that faced the square lasted only thirty years after 
its completion. Jules Le Flein's work, the stone gateway with its rose window that 
crowned the church entrance for fourteen years, is the only remnant of the old cathedraL 
Each stone of the gateway was numbered and kept by George Chambers until 1973, when 
they were carefully reassembled at the entrance of the Arizona Historical Society headquar
ters as a memorial to an era of Tucson. 

When the new cathedral was built, the old one fell into disuse. Rumors circulated 
that it was going to be torn down; and citizens took action to save the church for posterity. 
At that time. Bishop Bougarde was in charge of the catholic diocese, and he decided to seU 
San Agustih. It was bought by Dick Brady; he leased it to the newly arrived Colonel 
Winthrop Scott Low, who transformed the old church into a hoteL By 1898, the church 
building became San Augustine Hotel, the finest in Tucson (Chambers and Sonnichsen, 
1974). 

Over the next forty years the church stracture had several owners and a variety of 
uses; it lost its dignity and respectability. The building went thiou  ̂permutations that 
Harry Drachman describes: 
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Illustration 5- The first CathoGc Cathedral and Church Plaza in its heyday during 
the 1880s. (A.H.$.) 
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Illustration 6- San Augustine Cathedral. (A.H.S.) 

illustration 7- By the turn of the century the church building was refurbished to 
function as San Augustine Hotel; the finest in Tucson at the time. 
(UA-Speda! Collections Library) 
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"a hotel, cheap hotel, cheaper hotel, whorehouse, taxi stand, garage service station, 
bootleg headquarters, fight arena, etc.* 

Dining Wodd War I, resources weie scaice tiiiou^out the country. Meat was ra
tioned and grain was used for both bread and liquor. Alcohol consunq>tion had been pro
hibited in Arizona since 1914. Absolute pn^bition invited lawbieaMng, and bootlegging 
became commonplace. A canqiaign against bootleggers and prostitutes was mounted in 
1917. The St. Augustine Hotel — the old church cathedra — had become a house of ill 
fame and lawless activities, where the police ccnstantly directed their attention. 

When the war was over, there was still a scarcity of resources; prices, inflation, and 
subsequent protests were so high that a federal food admimstiator for Arizona was com
missioned from Wadiington. Money was provided to install stands and stalls for an open 
Saturday morning market on Saint Augustine or Qiuich Plaza. It became a very popular 
xnaiket were the fanners sold their goods. 

In 1922, the last owner of tiie church structure converted it to a garage and taxi 
stand; in 192S it became a Shell station and was painted yellow. People in town wo-e in
dignant, but no institution stopped the desecration. In 1934 threat of demolition moved 
some residents to action, and many proposals were drafted to save the building. The 
Chanaber of Coinmerce, with the support of tiie city, proposed to use part of the structure 
as its headquarters, leaving the rest for an art gallery, curio shops, and a meeting haH for 

Boy Scouts. But in ̂ ite of the common will to restore the building, it was demolished in 
1936. 

The cathedral — during the years it functioned as such — was vital in defining the 
square, which was the entryway to the church and, as in most traditional Mexican plazas, 
the social center. One resident, Donald BuBdn, said (Appendix): 

" The new cathedral on Stone was completed in 1896, and the old church, which had 
been the cathedral, no longer was needed as a cathedral; and later on it went irrto differ
ent uses... But while it was a cathedral 0b>A0USly the network of masses set in a daily ba
sis, plus Sundays, made of La Placita a Idtxl of ̂ nt entryway into the church. But after it 
ceased being a church I'm sure that kind of use changed." 

3. 2 Images of La PIccita during Secular Uses of ttie Church 

The transformation in usage of the cathedral and its subsequent repercussion in La 
Placita marked the start of dramatic change that characterized downtown Tucson far into its 
future. Tliis section encapsulates the period that immediately precedes the abrupt departure 



Illustration 8- The church building Whout its towers and functiora'ng as a garage 
continued in its process of desecration of what it once symtx>fized. 
Though not clear in illustrab'on a "Garage" agn is over the church 
entrance arch. (UA. %>edal Collections Library) 

Illustration 9- 1936: An aerial >new of the San Augusfine Garage and La Placita. 
(U  ̂Spaded Collections Library) 



Illustration 11- 1940s: Lool̂ ng west on La Pladta and Mesilla Street. 
(LtA Spedal ConecSonsUtxary). 
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fiom tradition. Recounted images of eldedy residents who lived in that era revive the 
meaning and use of an enclave long gone. 

Elina Laos Sayre, bran in 1889, Toninisces about how she experienced La Placita — with
out the old church — in an exceipt of an interview (Martin, 1983): 

' Every Surxiay we would leave the house to go to church, there would be a beautiful 
bouquet of flowers tied to the knob of the door. I was about eighteen and I was snging in 
the cathedral at the time I remember when they renovated the cathedral on Stone. 
Everybody was sony about that because we loved that old church. When I was a young 
girl we would go to the Pladta where the first St. Augustine Cstthedral was. There was a 
gazebo in the center of the plaza and a string orchestra played tfiere. The gazebo was so 
beauGful. ttwasveryomate. It had a roof over it and it had pillars and all around there was 
interlaced woodwork. And it had steps going up to it. There was grass all around it and 
great t)ig tx>ulders that we used to sit on. We would sit on the boulders or on the grass 
and listen to the orchestra. At that time there were no trumpets or comets. The orchestra 
was a string orchestra as I have said, with vioOns, guitars arxl violas. When the boys came 
we would get up and parade on the inside circle around the gazebo. And the boys would 
make arx>ther drcle arxl parade on the outside in the opposite direction. And then the 
first thing you knew, the boys would be intermingling with the girls. We would be all 
dressed up with long tjeautiful dresses and we wore hats with feathers or flowers. Every
thing was handmade in those days. There was no ready-lo-wear.* 

Eleazar Hetreias, bom in 1897, at age 92 offers us his views of La Placita (Appendix): 

"Oh yeah, it was very ctose to El Charro restauranL[H6a] There were two streets this side 
of Meyer. Convent was arwther street.[H6b] La Placita used to be between Meyer and 
Convent, Pennington and another short street that ran from Meyer and Convent.[Hl7b] 
It was the center of entertainment.[H21 a] It had La Plaota, a pavifion that raised above the 
ground about 3 to 4 feet, that was hexagonal; and had a rail up around 3 feet; and open 
from the rail to the roof.[H2l b] There's were the band use to play arxj the orchestra; their 
dty Ecense consisted of so many hours a month playing in the Pladta.[H2lcl Oh yeah, 
Sundays, special hoGdays, 4th of July, that was their fee.[H22a] Well, here's the pavilion, 
and about 12 to 16feetof plaritinggrass,then4to 6feetthesidewalk.[H23a] The band 
woukJ play, the boys would go to one side, the girls wouM meet them, and afterwards 
each one got a partner.[H23bl ...they had this pa^Gon right on the center of the txisi-
ness, were the orchestra played.[H25a] Those streets were vacant, no traffic, and you 
went up there, take a partner go out... and out there go danting.[H24b] On the east side 
was the Ocddental Hotel, that conrprised Placita to Convent; you might say that was the 
most important buikiing there (he refers to the church buikling).[H26b] Arxl towards the 
north was the rear end of stores that were fadng Congress St., and they bade up to La 
Pladta.[H26c] On the south there was the PaMGon.[H26dl There was Monica Flynn, The 
Charro.[H26e] Monica Flynn was the owner of B Charro restaurant.[H26q Next to it was 
Canos drugstore, the owner used to five in the 2nd floor.[H26g] He was married to Moni
ca's sister, Panchita.[H26h] Yes, there was an qaen ar theater on what woukl be Meyer's 
and Broadway.[H27a] Cine Plaza was a dose buikfing. had a roof on it.[H27b] The the
ater used to wori( everyday, it was very reasonable charged, 15 to 25 cents.[H27c] We 
use to have chk^en dinner, believe it or not, for 25 cents per person.[H27d] They 
served a dish of k» cream.[H27e]'' 
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Roy Drachman'', at age 83, was asked if he ever went to La Placita (Appendix): 

Many 1imes.[D4a] It was kind of the central area of town.[[)4b] There were several busi
nesses in La Pladta[D4c] I remember its rounded paik with a kiosk in the center, and 
several benches around the pa [̂D4d] In those days the Indians used to come to town 
with their wagons.[D4e] I think it was on S îdays that they formed an open market in La 
Platita to sell their produce, rugs, baskets, arxj a whole variety of things.[D4q Many fies
tas like the 4th of July, 16th of August, 5 de Mayo, were celebrated there.[D4g] 

Another interviewe, Adela Brady at age 92 gives the following image (Appendix): 

"La Placita. that was on Church Street and Meyer; we used to have music there every 
Saturday, evê  Sunday, everybody use to go around.[A5a] Ah! Bailar, no. no bailaban, 
Sf no habfa siffo donde tocaban. cantaban y se paseaban (Oh ! dance, no. no there was 
rx> place for dandng. they played and sang and they strolled arourxj) [A6a] The music... 
orchestra. [A6b] It was prettier then than now. Eram&sbonita Citwasnicer}.[A6cl In La 
Pladta, right in the comer, was a place where you could ah ... Lemas had a house and 
they gave room arxJ board.[A7a] Lemas. right in the comer of La Placita.[A7a] La Placita, 
con michachas, nuchas, alff habfan muchos, muchos muchachos conoados, los Sotos, 
tres ...(la PiacAa. with girls, tots of girls, there were tots of known tx>ys, the Sotos, three...) 
[A16a] There, the meeting place.[A17a] Sunday, ay tos IDomingos... Sundays we use 
to get together and go around Aap/aza (the square).[A18a] With the girls, seven girls 
we went together, muchas muchaahas and (tots of girls), tots of boys there too.[A19a] 
They came from the South.[A19b] More girls from this side and more boys from the east 
side arxJ the south.[Al 9c] Unas eran Meficanos y otros eran mezBzos (some were Mexi
can and others were half-breed), half and half.[A2l] I only went once or twice to the old 
cathedral, 1 went to the new one (looldng at a photograph of la Placita) [A35a] es 
eso? (what is this?}[A35b] Ah, la Placita que daba a cuatfo caltes (ah, la pladta fating 
four streets).[A35c] En la plaza allf venfan todos, en la plaza tocaba la orquesta 
(everybody came to the ̂ uare, the orchestra played there), arxi the boys use to come 
from the south arxl the girls from Mie..elnorte aquf (the north here), tos Parkers.[A35d] 
Better days then, good days, muy buenos d> .̂[A35e] De este lado habfan muchos 
muchachos, del north sde (there were a tot of guys from the north side) [A46a] El Ben 
Parker, la Annie Parker, la ̂ phie Lopez, la Chu Lx>pez, Uh! un rmntonazo! (tots of kids) 
[A46b] Del otro lado, del south side estaba la Lonta MonSjo. (Lolita Montijo came from 
the south ^de) [A46c] They use to come and (spend the time in la pladta) en la Placita 
nosest̂ amos.[fiA  ̂ We had good time. [A46e] La pladta, no h f̂a mur̂ o por la 
noche Pladta, era en la tarde y agarraba parte de la noche (there wasnt much La Placita 
during the night, it was in the afternoon and then a bit through the evening) [ASOa].* 

Estella Income, close to 70, recalls (Appendix): 

"—we came about sixty years ago, I was a Gttle girl and Tucson was a very small town.[E1d] 
I think, at the time there were about twenty or twenty five thousand inhabitants. [E1 e] 
The town was very small but very compact; everything was downtown, there wasnt any
thing else.[E1fI And La Pladta, that you're spe^ng of. was... really it wasnt any much to 
it. there was a small kiosko — I dont know the name in English - in the mkkJIe. where I un
derstand they use to have music on Sundays; now, when I came they were no longer 
doing that[Elg] Well, it was always in waUdng distance, you see.[E15a] Around La 
Placita there were Mexican restaurants; there was a very good Mexican restaurant, and 
there were small ̂ ops.[El 8b] It was a nice area to walk around in. as well. [El ec]* 

^ This interview was reconstructed and paraphrased from memoiy an hour after its completion, 
recording was vokled by mechanical defect 
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Hex memOTies revive the character of La Placita: 

"it was mainly shops and things that you would walk to, that you would walk around.[E58b] 
One of the old adobe that is still standing In that area is the Adobe Pab'o, that was dose 
enough to La Placita, so that you walked that area.[E58c] Eveiything was at walking dis
tance Feally.[E58d]'' 

When asked if she saw the church stnicture in La Placita: 

"Yes, it was still in existence when I came to Tucson, but it was no longer a church.[E17a] 
I found it very shocking, because they were using it as a garage, at that time.[E17b] It was 
a garage vwth a sign on the outside, and they repaired cars in^e it, and as young as I was, 
I thought that was just...i thought that was a very shocking thing.[E17c] I still think so! it 
was no longer a church.[E17d| Well, the facade was there and I have some p'ctures of 
the way the church k>oked.[El 8a] Off course, the facade is now used in front of the His
torical Society, as you protiably krK)w.[E1 Sb] But I urKlerstand that the church was a 
hotel and then a garage and various different things, tiefoie they tore it down.[E18e] It is 
one of the things that I think should have t)een kept in Tucson as it was. but nobody was 
very interested at that time.[El8n — the whole area has changed a great deal from the 
very beginning! [E44a] Thinking back, I remember that some of the things to celebrate 
the 16 of September, took place at La Placita; Ske the crowning of the queen, and all that 
took place there.[E44b] Once in a while there would tie a daring in the street type of 
thing, which was a tot of fun.[E44c] ...off course, we all went to these things, but that has 
t)een so tong ago.[E45a] course, the kiosko, ttie original one is gone, what they have 
now is a very small gazetx>.[E45b] The kiosko was bigger, big enough so there coukl t̂ e 
a band in it, a small band, but you could have a band in it.[E45c] The people just darx^d 
around it.[E45d] I went to one or two things there; it used to be very crowded.[E45e]...rt 
was pretty much a barrio sort of thing.[E47a] It would be Mesdcan music, and a lot of 
Mexican group ;̂ we used to have a few muscal groups at that time.[E47b] There were 
not all mariachis, I think we have more mariachis now than we did then.[E47c] ...more a 
tjam'o type of thing.[E49a] In the beginning it was in Spanish, but it gradually changed, 
there was more and more, but it certainly was.[E49b]" 

Roberto Salvatierra grew up in the Mexican barrio adjacent to La Placita, but he 
remembers it vaguely, though he patronized places located in the square. When asked if he 
e>q}erienced it, he lesponded (Appendix ): 

"No never, I think La Placita was t)efore my time, it must have been in the late 1800; I was 
bom in 1909 so...[R2a] I never, no. La Placita as far as I am concerned was non existing. 
[Rl9a] IwasjustaGttletny. eveiything was held in Armory Park then.[Rl 9b] LaPlac^a 
was just an okJ buikfing, just there.[R43c] 1 remember very little about that. no. 
[R44a] See, I use to sell papers just two blocks of La Placita when I was 9 years old. 
[R44b] La Pladta itself was very vague to me. very vague.[R44cr 

Lucille Juliani, age 90, settled in Tucson in 1923, when she was 24. She recalls how La 
Placita locdced when the church was already gone (Appendix): 

Tacky, and there was so much dust in Tucson in that period.[J30a] Now we have miles 
arxl miles of pavement surrounding the (:%.[J30b] This has cut the dust.[J30c] But I 
think also the climate has changed, we use to have terrible dust storms all summer tong. 
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[J30cQ Around the old cathedial it was not pavecI.[J30e] It was crummy, very crummy 
looking area.[J30q 

When asked if the squaze was nx>stly deserted she responded: 

"Well, sparce.[J3la] You krxjw that if you want to have a business to make money, you 
cant afford to have your business on a place were people are not going to shop.[J31b] 
The big shopping area was all paved, nice sidewalks and stone buikJings, and everything 
within a radtous of maybe ten blocks or so all around the center of town.[J3lc] And this 
was a little off to one side, a little back, you cfidnl see unless you went through itCJSld]" 

Donald Bu£ldn appraises the image of the square before it was aSected by mban renewal: 

The park area of La Pladta was so small that it wouk) be <£fficult to use effectively, it was 
more a decoration, more a visu  ̂aspect than a provided space for some idnd c! use. 
[B9kl-

3.3 Effects of Transportation 

Transportation and commiinicati(Hi prcmtoted the dramatic growth of Tucson. First 
the railroad, then the automobile, and finally the airplane added new impetus to Tucson's 
developmenL Tourism also boosted growth, as it called for good quality hotels. Down
town Tucson had a variety of ho l̂s for people of moderate means; only the Santa Rita of
fered quality accommodaticHis. Inrst class quarters were in demand. The first hotel built 
out of town, the now demolished £1 Conquistador, opened in 1928; it was located on the 
present El Con Mall grounds. The Arizona Inn, another quality hotel which survives, was 
built in 1931. 

World War n promoted strong urbanization of the country, as men and women 
from small towns and farms — in the South, Southwest, and California ~ were enqjloyed 
by factCHies and defense plants. After the war, people migrated to the sunbelt. Increase of 
tourism and regional promotion of industry were major factors of growth. 

Tucson's population took two views concerning progress and expansion: some 
wanted it to remain as it was when they arrived, and others who wanted to change its 

Mexican border character to a progressive place. Li 1944, Sarah and Vtiginia Lovett de
fended the latter portion in columns of the Arizona Daily Star new^apen 

"Contrary to your beliefs. Tucson is not a part of the Okl World, but is a city encouraging 
progress of every kind. After having lived here for 18 and 20 years, we still cannot see the 
beaî  of living conditions on Convent and Meyer streets. We are as ashamed of those 
districts where the poorer members of our community are forced to crowd into the filth and 
dirt of those adobe houses in "Mexican Town" as you dty sBckers shoukJ be of your ten
ement districts. (WeVe seen them!). We cheer for joy every time we see an okl building 
tom down and a new one taking its place. We are not proud of our "Me)dcan town" - on 
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the contiaiy we are looking forward to the time when we can wipe it off the face of our map 
and give our Spara'sh-American population a chance to enjoy the finer things of life that 
they, as American ctfizens, have the right to look forward to. We beCeve in progress." 

In spite of the Lovett sisters' ideas of "progress," not everycme agreed in tearing 
down the old for the new; some thought of preserving the flavor of the old part of town. In 
1944, the Chamber of Commerce proposed to lestOTe die San Agustui Plaza in order to es

tablish a Mexican historic center. In the 19S0s, people against urban growth and in favor 
of historic preservation were a mincHî , but in the 1970s their efforts were beginning to 
obtain clear results. 

The oldest neigjiboiiiood in Tucson, Barrio Libre, was just South of La Hacita; 
since urban renewal in 1970, the Tucson Communis Center has occupied its grounds. 
The first disruption of Ae barrio was the cathedral's change of usage and its further demo
lition. Next, came the exodus of some of its residents to the subuibs and Ae increase of 
rental properties in the barrio. Construction of the Greyhound Stagecoach Depot depreciat
ed the site even more, as Roy Drachman remembers (Appendix)  ̂: 

The site of the church was sold to the Greyhound Depot[D6k] The bus station was buitt 
there, and its rear was fadng La Placita[D6l] This aî  the kind of people ttiat t>egan to 
h  ̂around the bus station annihilated any chance to go ahead with the idea of recov
ering La Placita to transform it into a tourista'c attraction.[D6m] 

The population exploded during the 1950s and 1960s. The spread of the automo
bile stimulated urban growth. The shopping mall concq)t — a suburban retail nucleus with 
an l̂e parking ~ and tiie exodus of downK>wn residents to ttie suburbs provoked decline of 
the inner city. Business activity and social interaction were the pillar of animation on 
Congress SL and the downtown in general; when these were gone, downtown vitality fjid-
ed. This phenomenon is clearly pictured by Annie Laos, a resident of Tucson's Armory 
Park Historic District: 

"But it was the people living in the barrio, that sustained the businesses in the downtown 
area.[L28d] They were the ones that went to Walgreens, and they went to Woolworth, 
and they went to McLellans, you know, and they did all their shopping right there, once 
they were gone there is nothing! [L28e] That is the problem we have with downtown at 
this moment, there's nothing down there! [L2Bfl There's the government buildings and 
the banking buildings, t)ut after 5 o'clock, there's nothing, there's nobody, there's no 
people. [L28g] There is nothing, because there isnt anybody nwng there! [L28h] That 
long area there, people coukJ be living there, then your commeraal businesses will come 
back, but until that happens there is never going to be anything in the downtown area, 
except slums.[L28i] 

2 Paraphrased 
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Hie means of transportadon changed the dixnensional perception of uiban areas. 
Nowadays, with the automobile, a person living in metrc l̂itan Tucson has a broader im
age of its downtown than a person who e:q)etienced it during tiie first decades of the 
century ~ when it was reduced to the intersection of Congress St. and Stone Av. and the 
adjacent blocks. 

The proximity of downtown made it approachable on foot, a positive quality toward fos
tering social interaction as Estella Jacome recalls: 

"...we Oved very dose to downtown, as most people did.[£l 1 a] Weil, it was very, very 
pleasant because everytx>dy knew everyt30dy.[El 2a] For instance, when you went 
shopping, you walked down, down Congress Street and you met people you knew at ev
ery bkx:k.[E12b] It was sort of a progress that you made of stopping to speak to this one, 
and to that one, and to the other one.[E12c] Because ail the businesses were writhin two 
or three blocks; everything was very ctose by.[E12d] We didnt drive to go shoppng, we 
walked, we woukl walk four bkx^ks away. [E12e] Almost all the rujcleus of town was right 
in there.[E12f]" 

Eventhough Lucille Juliani lived closer to the university can:q)us, the proximity of down
town and its attraction was important to her, when asked if she used to go to downtown, 
she relied: 

"Of course, but I walked.[J5a] There was a txjs, but you could walk; and from there to 
town it was a very pleasant walk.[J5b] ...our home was almost on the 1400 block of East 
Sixth Street, that is the bkx:k behind the stadium.[J3c] It was walking distance; and of 
course everytxxJy walked then, hardly anyone had an automobile.[J4b] That was in 
1923, there were very few automobiles; and Campbell was the last street east.[J4c] 
There were no cars, no stop signs and there was nothing to impede your progress.[J6a] 
Going to downtown from our house we woukl go down to back of Mansfeld and cut ac-
cross, come out at the comer of Congress Street and Fourth Avenue subway.[J6b] You 
didnt just walk the way you do in your automovile, you foltow a road and then you turn to 
get where you wanted to get[J6c] itwasoniy about a fifteen minute waIk.[J6d| Well, all 
the beaulî I stores were downtown.[J8a] V^en people did go downtown, you always 
saw people you knew, who went and it was just a Iwety way to say hello, how are you. 
whats happening to you; your neighborhood arxj everything.[J9g] After the malls came 
in, a k}t of that neighborly spirit just vanished.[J9h] 

Estella Jacome describes activities that were common in downtown (Appendix): 

"Pues habfan muchas actividades, aunque yo no tomaba parte en muchas de eHas;pero 
SI habfan muchas acSvidades en el centro (well, there were many activities, eventhough I 
did not partidp ê in all of them; but there were lots of activities in downtown).[E55a] Con 
el hotel, la iglesia y las Sendas en el centro. habfa mucho movtmierOo siempre. mucho 
movirruento .̂ era completamente diferente (with the hotel, the diurch and the shops in 
downtown; there was always a tot going on, tots of activity; it was corrpletely different) 
[E55b] Luega teniamos otras cosas coma el saSdn de (then we had ttiings like the...) ice 
cream parlor "The Palace of Sweets", it was right on the comer of Stone and Congress 
naturally.[E55c] We all use to go there after the movies and had sundaes.[E55d] That 
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was cpjite a thing! There were dmgstores, all of them had soda fountains in those days. 
[E55e] So everybody congregated in the drugstore sooner or later; either to have a 
soda, a cup of coffee, or pick up the newspaper. [E55f] It was sort of the social thing, a 
soaal hour; was very nice.[E5 ]̂" 

Lucille Juliani tells how downtown was integrated tt) fendly entertainment: 

"I remember one of the greatest pleasures were the ice cream p>arlors, and another little 
place where in season, you could take your whole family down there and have a slice of 
watermelon.[J21d] We used to go to the Fox Theater for a show, and then we would al
ways go down on West Congress, and have either some watermelon, or ice-cream, or 
something that the Me»can people had arranged; it was very, veiy nice.[J2le] 

Roberto Salvatierra recounts another aspect of the social fimcdon (Appendix): 

"Downtown stores would be on Congress between say 6th Av. down to Church or maybe 
down to Meyer, were open urrtil 9 o'clodc on Saturday.[R37a] So that was the occasion 
for the mothers dress up their kids, you know, soaalize.[R37b] So ...they scrub you 
down, took your bath, get all dress up and go down meet my mother's friends, my fa-
ther's.[R37c] We sodalize there; it wasn't much shopping, but mostty sodalizing.[R37d] 
Everybody went to sodalize in Congress at Saturday night with the kids; eveiybocfy 
walked there, nobody took the car to downtown, everybody lived nearby.[R37er 

Transportation had a tremendous impact cm the phyacal form of American cities 
and in the ways its people socialize. Downtown areas were a perfect milieu for a variety of 
activities. Now they are more specialized and, as a result, less patronized. RoyDrach-
man  ̂addresses the previous statement when asked if he ever goes to downtown 
(Appendix ): 

Oh, hardly everl[01 Oa] All my actiA '̂es are now in this side of town (he has a real estate 
business on east Tucson). [DlOb] There are no more buanesses there.[D10c] Nowa
days in America very few dfies have their downtowns with tjusinesses; the commerdal 
mall corx^ept is so widely spread, and so comfortable for the customers, that the down
towns have turned to be more the government and cultural centers with certain type of 
business different from retail, which is the one that attracts people.[DlOd] 

® Paraphrased 



58 

eiHl̂ lFTEe 

URBAN RENEWAL 

4. 1 A Framework for Urban Renewal 

World Wars I and II accelerated the viiban process, fostering densi&cation of cities 
and mass production. Rapid growth of flie world's economy made technology available to 
more people. The automobile had profound effects on the urban environmeat. Its use 
changed residence patterns. In Ameiica, suburban residences prevailed over uiban 
dwellings. Popularity of suburban quarters brought low rental of central properties, further 
deterioration, and in some cases abandonment. 

Urban process was affected by the influence technology and mass production had 
in architectural design. Standardization of building materials eliminated construction crafts, 
causing a tremendous inqjact in architectural design. Architecture lost its local character; 
and new constraction projects in widely separated cities, nevertheless, bore closer resem
blance to each other than to their local suiroundings and cultural milieu. 

Many town planners and architects recognize the negative effects of mass construc

tion of entire areas without link to preexisting structures. People living in those areas have 
no visible sign of the continuity of their civilization; they loose a sense of time and become 
ahistorical This causes loss of identity and of community, which can underwrite profound 
social problems. 

The major guidelines of urban renewal were adapted to economic factors; this pro
vided modem structures for commerce or residences, increased population denaty with 
vertical development on high priced urban real estate, and produced greater income for the 
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city.1 The social consequences of a radical change in the conamunity were not adiessed in 
the guidelines. Uiban renewal did not recognize that early values should be k t̂ for 

readaptation to new use or fcs: restoration. 
The controversy of urban renewal brought up a diversity of opinions. In Tucson, 

two residents express the antagonistic views of urban renewal at the time. Those in 
opposition were against the loss of an identifiable area of town, tibey believed that such a 
variation in image would be in dettiment of Tucscm's integrity: 

right about that time started the uiban renewal, and the possibility of having the com
munity center put in a very populated area, and everything that we had Icnown in this town 
.... we always knew It was there, the possibility of iiaving tiiat gon̂ AlSq]." 

Those in favor thought that was the way to progress: 

"In other words if you liave physical decay. If you have a rotten tooth, you pull it, right? 
And that was the idea of uit)an renewal̂ BSy] 

4. 2 History of Urban Renewal 

Urban blight problems of American cities are as old as the cities themselves. In 
1892, these problems were recognized by Congress, but it was only in 1949 that Congress 
enacted a comprehensive attack on the issue. The role of Federal participation became nec
essary to fill the gap between urban renewal needs and the requited fimds available to pri
vate enteiprise and state and local governments. 

After World War n, the United States Sub-Committee on Housing and Redevelop
ment recommended a program of federal financial assistance far urban redevelopment in 
American cities. The success of this jnogram depended on recognition that certain neces
sary losses had to be absorbed by renewal plans. President Eisenhower stated that" Fed
eral assistance is justified for communities which face iq) to the problem of neighborhood 
decay and undertake long range programs directed to its prevention." In 1953, Eisenhow
er appointed the Gtizen's Advisory Committee. 

In 1954, Congress responded with the Housing Act to broaden and strengthen the 
slum clearance program. The term "Urban Renewal" was created to define a total approach 
to city blight. The urban renewal concept was finther strengthened by the Housing Act of 

 ̂ In Tucson the goal of urban renewal was the construction of the Community Center as 
stated by the urban renewal office: ' Tucson needs such a facility to capitalize on its greatest 
source of income - tourism." 
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1961, when it was understood as teamwork between private enterprise and government. 
The goal was to attain satisfactory living and WOTldng environments for the community, 
throu  ̂redevelopment of obsolete areas of the city. 

To receive federal urban renewal aid a community had to submit a proposal of the 
actions that had or would be taken against dums and blight. This proposal was to be 
submitted by the City to the Federal government. The proposal should establish a 
reasonable time to develop the following issues: adequate health and safety codes for 
further construction, corrq>rehensive plan for community development, analysis of blighted 
areas and thdr required treatment, renewal programs and administrative organization to 
meet the financial requirements, responsibility for adequate rehousing of dî laced families, 
and citizen participation. 

4. 3 Urtxin Renewal in Tucson 

The urban renewal program was accepted nationwide. Li Arizona, the legislature 
enabled its cities the appn^niate legal background to seek federal financial assistance for 
mban redevelopment purposes. Slums and blighted areas were recognized as a growing 
menace to welfare and public health, and were seen as an economic and social liability. 
Housing standards were established by law. 

Both government and private initiative did studies on behalf of the redevelopment of 
Barrio Libre. Li 1942, Ladislas Segoe, a planning consultant, recognized the seriousness 
of the problems, as part of his recommendations for a comprehensive plan for Tucson — 
because of World War n, the matter was deferred. In 1949, The Citizen's Housing Com
mittee submitted another study reiterating the need for redevelopment of the area. In 1952, 

Planning Dq)atment studied the feasibility of redevelopment; and in 1954 the City 
Building Inspector pointed out the blighted condition prevalent in the district, and he re
ported its unsafe and substandard hou^g. 

Within the 1950s, Tucson became the 54th largest city in the United States, rising 
from 251th. An area in the heart of Tucson, the Old Pueblo District ~ known as Barrio Li
bre ~ had the higher rato of crime, fire and juvenile delinquency than any area of compa
rable size and population in the city. Miuiicipal services to this district, such as police, 
sanitation, and fire exceeded $200,000 in 1969. In the past the area had always contribut
ed more than its share of tax money; but that changed, and it no longer contributed enough 
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for its own support. The community of Tucson had to subsidize the area, thus perpetuating 
its deterioration. 

According to an urban renewal study (City of Tucson, 1961), the people of Tucson 
chose in referendum between spending $1'2S million to support this area over one decade, 
or renewing it with the same amount; the program was not to raise the fixed city property 
tax, and the city's investment would be retumed many fold and in numerous ways. Ini
tially, the area proposed for urban renewal con^nised 392 acres, bounded by W. Congress 
St., Stone Av., 22nd St., and Interstate 10 Highway (Figure 11). 

The pipgiam proposed z(»iificati(Mi of the renewal site, which included the follow
ing four functions: a nine-acre shopping center that combined and rec t̂ured Old Pueblo 
and Soudiwestran tenitorial architecture a civic cultural and convention center, including 
auditorium, arena, small theater, and community building; hcanes and hig^-rise apartments 
occupying 105 acres, including single family residences and garden apartments; and a fifty-
one acre industdal paric for light industry (Rgure 12). 

The owners of properties on the site could retain clear tide, by participating in the 
redevelopment plan, with the proviso to that they improve or redevelop in accordance with 
the plan. Private efforts to redevelop die area were fioddess, mainly because the properties 
of the district were held in different ownerships. It would have required the assembly of 
naany small lots to create a parcel large enough to permit a feasible development More
over, availability of financing depended on renewal for the entire neî borhood. The first 
plan did not go throu  ̂Donald Bufldn, involved at the time in city planning, summarizes 
the process as follows: 

"The original project for urban renewal was all the w  ̂from Congress St. to 22nd St., and 
from El Paso Southwestern Railroad to Stone; more than 400 acres.[B3s] ...that was 
voted down in a pubBc referendum. [B3t] ...then the whole thing came back around, so 
that in the 60s the project was down to around 50 acres.[B3u] In the 50s, 57-58, the 
referendun was dty wide and had to do with the city going through an urt}an renewal of 
such a magnitude.[B4a] There were some discussions, at the time, about building a 
convenSon fadGty and a Mu  ̂Hall, in the uttian renewal area.[B5d] The aigunnents 
were: Should it be in the downtown area? Should it be in the nn'dtown area? Should it be 
in the foothills? Where should it be?[B5e] The final dedaon was to revitalize the down
town area by putting the convention center in the downtown area.[B5f] Then in 1965, 
when it started up again, they scaled down the whole thing down to 50 acres, between 
Cushing St. and Broadway.[B4b] They bought all the property out and torn down struc
tures, abarxloned property Gnes and right of way Enes, and replanned the whole thing. 
[B4c] They took out the old grid part of that area. Oke Meyer and Conventpsj] They 
took Broadw  ̂and transitioned it up to Congress St.[B5kj The onty structures that were 
saved were Freemont House and Samaniego House. an:̂ ing else was rep!anned.[B4d] 
... they retained the old original El Charro.[̂ m] Actual Broadway, cuts, wipes out the 
site were the Old Church was...[B6a]' 
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Uiban renewal included further projects in downtown — such as Pioneers Plaza and 
Presidio Square ~ which were not as disruptive as die former. Downtown Tucson lacks 
internal hcnnogeneity because of continuous changes in functicm, appearance and 
accessibility. In ̂ te of this, it has an external thematic unity &at makes it different from 
the rest of TUCSCMI. 

At present, Ae site of La Placita and its vicinity is a node in downtown. It is a 
strategic point in the cî  ccHifnised by the junction of Congress Sl, Broadway Blvd., and 
Stone Av. Between these streets is the 20th of August Paik. The park commemorates 
Tucson's foundation in 1775, when Father Francesco Garc6s and Lt. DCHI Juan de Car-
mona accompanied Col. O'Connor. The latter staked out a site at the foot of Sentinel Peak, 
where he recommended the relocation of tiie Tubac presidio (Resolution N. 10289). This 
paik is surrounded by a landmark, the Citibank Tower, the tallest building in Tucson. 
North of the paik are govemznent buildings; and South the "La Placita" conomeidal com
plex, part of urban renewaL 

The Mexican "Tjairio," that was obliterated by renewal is described by the following re
sponses of Tucson residents: 

"To some degree Barrio Libre was, to some sort, like the present area of S. Gushing 
St[B9u] it tended to get commercjal to the rK>rth, closer to downtown area.[B9v] It was 
the oldest remaining part of Tucson, but on the other hand you did have the aspect of 
slum landlords, people who were not fixing out the property and renting it out-fBSw]" 

Soutii Meyer and Convent were die most important streets of the "barrio" both of them very 
differentiated in function as stated by the respondents: 

" S. Meyer and S. Convent St., were recograzed as individual barrios witii fanuries.[B7d] 
Meyer had quite a few stores in the early 1920s, grocery stores, drugstores, movie stores, 
piano and music stores, they sold records.[R25bl Meyer St was very commercial. [R25c]'' 

The residential character of Convent St was clean 

"It was mostly dwelDngs. mostly homes.[R26a] The bam'o area in S. Ckjnvent when it was a 
very proud barrio with stable farrafies.[B9m]" 

Adela Brady evokes the neighboriy ambiance of the "bairio" were she ̂ nt her youth: 

"Convent Street allf la caUe Convento?[B25a] Seguro, allf estaban todos k>s conoddos 
en la calle Convento (sure all the known people were there in Convent St) k>s Ro
driguez. two stories house. k)s Sanchez.[B25b] Meyer ̂ reet, en la Calle Meyer habfa la 
Mary Joe, Kengla... (on Meyer st was Mary Joe)P^a] St, si me acuerdo nnjctio...el 
guero Manuel (yes i remember very well... Manuel the blonde); Manuel married my sister. 
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es rncufiado (he is my brother in law); la LoBta, la catedral. caOiedral, se murid cantando 
(IjoOta, the cathedral she died sin9'ng).[B52a] El GQeio Manuel, la LoOta, el Mike, se casd 
con la AureSa Sema; conoa' atoda esa bola (Manuel the btonde,, LoBta. Mike, he mam'ed 
Aure&a Sema; I knew an that gar)g).[B52b] La M^gie Treat vivia en la esqiana de la 
Stone (Maggie Treat lived in the comer of stone) ̂ ĉ]. Y btego aqu l̂ta cCdnto se lla
ma? Antes de la Church; ahf vivfa. dabasvuelta a la esquina. lean you (andthen 
that one. what was her name? t}efore Chu rch; she Eved there around the comer) [B52d]. 

Estella Jdcome describes part of the life in the "barrio": 

"Well, the area was a very neighborly sort of place, the people were very frierKlly.[E20a] 
In the evening they would sit in front of the porches, or out on the streets.[E20b] They 
would all bring rocking chairs out and sit there and talk to the neighbors.[E20c] The 
houses were built very nnich on the same style that they do on Sonora.[E20cQ That is, 
rigfit down on the sidewalk, with the patios and gardens usually inside or in the back. 
IE20e]" 

Lucille Juliani tells what she saw during her visits to the "barrio": 

"That was our Sunday excursion.[Ll la] Everyone in town just toved to go down 
there.[L1 lb] It was very interesting, because the Mexicans, who had Oved there for so 
k>ng, many of them didnt speak a word of EngOsh.rLI 1c] They all sat out on those Tittle 
cemerrt stoops in front of the door, whtoh are higher than the sidewalk.[Ll id] All the 
neighbors would come over, and there wouM be chairs and everything out there.[Ll1e] 
They sat out there to watch all the passers by.[L1 If] But if they were entertaining friends, 
their pab'o in the backyard was the place were they lived; and you'd never got to see that, 
unless you were invited in.[Lllg]" 

Roy Drachman describes the commercial changes after the spread of the automobile: 

" When the automobile invaded the streets of America, the shops abandoned the down
towns to group in shopping cetTters.p6r] Arxl the shopping malls also came to Tuc-
son.[D6t] El Con mall was the first, it offered plenty of free parking to the customers, who 
didn't have to worry of finding place to park in downtown and then pay for rt.[D6u] 

A resident thinks that paddng in downtown was easy at that time: 

" Oh heavens! Yes. Oh, yes. People parked all around.[E59a] Parking was not so much 
of a problem, we parked everywhere; and we walked a lot more than we do now, because 
everything was so accessible, you see [E59b]." 

While another resident diinks it was the main reason for downtown commercial collapse: 

" The great success of the shopping malls was plenty of paiking.[Î d] By that time nearly 
everyt̂ y had an automot}ile.[L8e] If you went dowrrtown while you parked on the 
street if you could find a place.[L8f] If you parked in the shopping parking places like Ja-
come's and Steinfekl used to had, they would give you a stamp so you didnt have to 
pay.[L8g] But otherwise people going downtown did pay, and you never heard such a 
sqwak, was ten cents that put it out of t)usiness.[L8h] That selfish simple thing put out of 
business Steinfeld's beautiful department store and Jacome's perfectly beautiful.[L8!] 
When the Pioneer Hotel had a fire, it just died, because people said: we dont want to go 
there anyway because its in downtown, and ̂ 1 t)ecause of paiking.[L8j] 
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The lesidential exodus fiom downtown had consequences in the "barrio": 

" By the 50s, going on the 60s. some of the businesses on N. Meyer St. began to go out 
of business.[B3i] All that commeicaal ̂ rudure showed phyacal decay, as those proper
ties changed.[B '̂] You had more landlords, people who did not fix the property and 
rented it out che^y.[B3k] You had a big number of people that were renting and not 
owrung there.̂ 1] Renting formally grouped ciowded barrios, was kind of changing into 
...land of pdiyacal, economic, and sodal degeneration of the area.[B3m] Because of that 
change in nature of that area, I think it lost its family use or its sodal use; so it was a kind of 
a casualty of the deterioration of that area[B6h] They were all homes, tow income houses 
[RSOa].-

Hemy Garcia grew up and lived in the barrio until it was torn down (Martin, 1983) he 
describes the struggles of the people of the banio over the years; 

" I couM tell you a tot more about those days and the txjsinesses and the people and the 
famiies — families who used to live in El Hoyo who have rx>w all gone away and scattered. I 
can te!! you how the people in that area did without for so many years. At first we did with
out running water, and then a water main was put in. Then we did writhout electridty, and 
then finally put in lights. And for so many years the streets were not paved. Intheokl 
dc^s that area was also krwwn as Bam'o B Sapo t)ecause when it rained (the earth in that 
area was very black and rich - it used to tie farmlarx]) b  ̂frogs used to come out and they 
would sing all night long...When it rained it got so muddy that cars couldnt go in without 
getting stuck - They use to have to leave the cars up on Main St" Anyway, after so many 
years of doing without water arxi electridty, after all the houses were paid for arxJ mod
ernized and made more comfortable, after all the little gaidens were flourishing - that's 
when the City dedded to take the homes away from the people and evict them. They 
were okl people who had Dved there for many years and who had never moved. And it 
was a vety difficult time for everyone." 

Another resident has a positive view of the area: 

"Those houses... 1 would say right now would be about 100 years okj.[R51a] The houses 
were OK, people Dved in them, they were not abandoned.[R5lb] They had to move to 
some place else[R51c]" 

Another response that denotes change in the area: 

"Well, yes, they were all in very bad shape, they were poor barrios.[E43a] They were bar
rios where most of the fresh families had moved away from, sand a tot of wortdng people 
had moved in.[E43b] Money was tight, arxJ tot of the — I woukl say — middle classes were 
moving out of them.[E43c] The condition of some of the houses was veiy bad, yes. 
[E43d] Off course all of that was adobe, which has to be kept up or it crumbles.[E43e] 
So vnth the idea that this was all going to be a great renovatton, I think people were very 
hopeful, but I dont think it has worked out right as they had expected it to. [E43q Off 
course a tot of famiBes were cfisplaced.[E43gr 

The residents opinions abcnit locating the community center in the "barrio," shows that 
there were many interests in maintaining tiie oldest part of town: 

" And eventhough there were other acceptable sites close to the downtown area, that 
would not cfisrupt all the people that lived in the bam'o.[L22b] Pontics is very, very heavy 
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when it comes to things like that and they prevailed.[L22b] The people were actually... 
the people who Bved where the commur̂  center and La Placita shops are right now, 
were actually as if someone had taken one of those t)ig buckets that they nx>ve the earth 
with, arxi they were just got̂ iled Oke that, and thrown [L22c]." 

" Where else were they going to put it.[R52b] ... Jt could have been built any place. 
[R53a] Peftiaps they built it there also for the same idea, that area perhaps could be 
bought cheaper, the homes could be bought cheaper than maybe some other areas in 
town.[R53b] 

" ...they could have done it anywhere else [J43a]." 

"in the 60s the federal govemment promoted the idea of eradicating areas of the dties 
that didnt comp '̂ with the codes and were conadered condemnated.[D7a] The dty vot
ed for the idea of building a community center in that area [07b]." 

Residents have different opimons about the jnoperties apptaisal: 

They weren't even payed adequately for their property that they had had for genera-
tions.[L22d] People who had lived down there, p^ple who had property down there, 
people who had txisinesses down there; they were actually just...they were dis-
placed.n-22e] And that particular time the federal govemment didn't have the laws that 
they have now.[L22f] They never were adequately moved, and they were never ade
quately compensated for being moved.[L22g] And of course, now there are federal laws 
that say that if somebody, through cotKlemnation, if ^u have to move, you have to be 
placed in safe and decent housing, in that particular time there was no laws like that. 
[L22h] 

" Oh. that brings bitter memories tjack, because I had a property there which was going to 
tse my income...and I just had to give up to it, and sell it, after a lot of problems...off course 
they built the Community Center, and the Music Hall, and all that is very nice; but...[J43a]." 

"People were payed a fair value for their houses.[R55b] In fact, my former wife's parents 
had properly down there, they say so; they got an appraised value, they were not getting 
so good rents, so it was a house vrith no cost, but in the other hand, you know what they' 
would return on what the living house didnt cost might have tjeen the value of my inlaws 
to hold it.[R55c] In the other hand the actual repairs, the actual sales value, they got the 
proper armunt on their appraisal [R55d]." 

"There were cases in which the owners wanted to receive much more money than what 
their property really was. as I said the buikSng conditions were of decay.[D8e] But those 
properties had a sentimental value for the people that owned them, and sometimes had 
Bved there for generations.[[}8q Many cases were solved in court to establish the correct 
appraisal of the properties [D8g]" 

"The bam'o...[B10m] ...was largely Anglo owned, and yet rented out to poor Hispanics in 
conditions that were less than city code wouM permit.[B10n] ...largely rented out [B1 la]." 

When asked if they go downtown nowaxlays, the residents responded: 

"Very seldom.[R57a] Once a month I go [R57br 

"No, and I am six blocks away [L29a]" 



69 

'Oh, haidly ever^DlOa] All my activities are now in ttus 9de of town (he has a real estate 
business on east Tucson).[D10b] There are no more businesses there [DIOc]." 

Some ccMnments legaiding thdr actual atteadaocc to the ccsnmumty center were: 

"No, most of my activities culturewise are the ones at the Univer  ̂of Arizona [R58a]." 

"No. you know they always told everytxxJy just to appease them, that the TCC was going 
to be for the whole dty of Tucson.[L^a] I would s .̂ only maytie once a year, do the 
prople of the south side and the banrio, and this neighbortusod (Armoiy Park Historic Dis
trict), get a chance to go to the community center, the prices are too high![L30b] That 
one time, is during the Mariachi Confererce, when they kind of have the puestos out 
(txx>ths), and then they can actually go and see the community center, and see inside 
the buiklings, and see the fountains, and hear, its free! [L30c]" 

In 1969, the community renewal program of the City of Tucson did a field survey. 
A constant theme of the responses was the fact that much of older Tucson had disappeared. 
Many citizens strongly indicated a nostalgic attachment to the Tucson of the past — its way 
of life, its architecture and history, its "small town character." Most residents seemed bitter 
and resentful for the lack of physical identification with their town's historical unidentiiy 
erased by its rapid growA and demolition. Some of the responses that brought up this is
sue were: 

"Sentiment for some of the old landmaiks, sometimes make us natives feel that we are 
loosing a friend." 

"Tucson could have been truly unique, had it preserved more of its older architecture." 

"Tucson was charming, a small <% in a spot of incredble natural beaufy. It is now becom
ing a monotonous large dty, which is destroying the beauty of its environment by devel
opment of tract houses to the East, mines to the South, and great scars of roads to the 
North in the Catafina Foothills." 

"After one lives in Tucson for 40 yeans, the whole picture of the City in general is in a 
man's imagination," 

"We are constantly saddened by the destruction of the old parts of Tucson which we have 
loved." 

"The adobe buildings which are being destroyed, were Tucson ...when these are all gone 
what is left wiD t)e as fake as Scottsdale." 

"I Dked the old appearance of downtown Tucson... it had a feel that cannot be put into 
words." 

In such conditions of urban change people constantly readjust tide mental images of 
their physical surrounding. How these images are perceived and organist within a long 
term is difficult to detemune. Nowadays, the mobiliQr of residence has increased not only 
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within the same city, but between cities, and larger polities. This brings us back the first 
part of this chapter, which en^hasizes die in^xmance of continuity with the past A stable 
memoiy of the city ̂ cilitates formation of new images capable of enhancing and reafDrm-
ing the city's character. 

Demolition of the oldest lemaimng part of Tucscm, the Mexican "barrio" had strong social 
implicaticms. Residents lecount its effects: 

There are people who were affected by urban renewal, who say their Gves were 
ruined; they could not live anywhere else in the conununity and still feel the continuity and 
the tradition with the barrio they assodate.[B11g] In a community Oke Tucson, in most 
parts, barrios like El Manso. Anita, Sin Nombre and others, there is a pride from people 
who Gve in those barrios. [Bl2d] In one sense they tend to be poorer properties, and 
they tend to represent at least ̂ Tab'al segregation, in the other sense they are continuity 
within the community.IB12e]* 

"Some people that we have gotten to know in barrio, that had had txjsinesses in there, 
they actually died.[L2  ̂ Some of the older people of the older families, the shock was so 
traumatic that they actually perished.[L22j] Because of it, fight as they would, they 
coukJnt make any inroads, they were rx>t listened to.[L22k] Some of them did get 
lawyers, and some of them did get to court, and try to get a higher price for their property — 
yes, and some of them didn't have the means, you t>et![L22q So that was all happening 
and the shock of that has never left the okier people of the city of Tucson.[L22m]'' 

People living in die areas affected by urban renewal suffered displacement and 
physical loss of their homes. After renewal, residents in other old areas of town became 
aware of how growth and progress could endanger their neighborhoods, as one of the in
terviewees observes: 

This historic areas came after urt)an renewal, and almost as a response to urban renewal, 
the emotions of people who lived... [81 Oa]." 

Annie Laos, a resident of a histtnic neî borhood in Tucson, recounts her fight against ur
ban renewal: 

'So, then comes the idea of a governing body - about that time - that they had to have a 
freeway from the international airport to the community certter.[L22n] They didnt care 
where they went, they didnt care where It went, it was imperative that the tourists com'ng 
from the airport could get to the community center.[L22o] And it was going to be right 
through this neightiorhood on 15th St.. this is 17th St ~ this street here is 17th - and it 
was going to take out the whole block between 15th and 14th St.[L.22p] So then is when 
I got it figured that ....[L22c|] ....it was about time that somebody stood up and said that 
NO. you can't do this.[L22rl So I had to get people who lived in that t>k>ck that they were 
going to cut, that qualified for legal aki, in other words, their incomes were at certain level, 
were they could get a lawyer because of their lncome.[L22v] 

—So I firmly fourid five people Oke that and we've got a lawyer, and we started 
petitions, pubGc meetings and so, it was about one yearfight.[L22w] ....But during that 
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time, people became - spedafiy in this area - became absolutely aware that YES you 
could stand up, spedally if you were in a body, you know, in a group, and you could fight 
for your rights. [L22x] We defeated, but we defeated it through a fluke, and that was be
cause of the wishir̂  shrine.[L22y] Because, we found out l̂ er - the freeway - even-
though the idea of it was to come from the intemationai airpoit arxJ leave off on the com
munity center, in order to get money from the state and from the federal government it 
had to hook up to !nterstate-lO.[L24g] There had to be a hook up to 1-10 so that there 
woukJ be ingress and egress to this leg of the freeway, and they absolutely needed that 
in order to get money to pay for that freeway.[L24h] 

....From one day to the other, they would bring the bulldozers, and they would 
knock down thing  ̂and you didnt know, when you got up in the iTK>rrring, you didnt 
know what was going to be gone down there.IL24j] So ... immediately began the 
papers...to put the wishing shrine in the National Register.[L24k] Because if it was on the 
National Register, it would be protected by the federal government, and they couM not 
give federal money to move it or to destroy it, or to disturb it in any way; and therefore they 
couM rx>t get money for the freeway.[L24q 

... Armory Park Historic District came because of the Butterfield Freeway, and with 
the knowledge that weVe got the wishing shrine on the National Register, it protected it; 
irs like it put afence around to it[L32c] So I thought to myself: I'm not ever going to let 
this happen again, so what I want to do with this neighbortKXXj?[L32d] Is put an imagi
nary ferx^e around it and putting a district together, puffing it in the National Regis-
ter.[L32e] it is a t)eautiful idea; and it was a very new idea! Uh, we had to convince the 
dty.[L32q Arxl in order to put the cfistrict together....[L32g] Each bk>ck, each dty block 
of a proposed area according to charter or laws, had to have 51% of owner property, 
agree to it. [L32h] So if you had 32 btocks, and that is how fc>  ̂this place, Armory Park 
is....̂ 2Q You can imagine what Idnd of work we did to get 51 % of every bkx:k to agree 
that it should be a historic district: the advantages, the disadvantages; but the advantages 
outweighed the disadvantages.[L32j] 

....I could tell it was the only thing that couki be done in order to protect ourselves and to 
protect a little bit of wtiat we Itad in tlie past and that was the only w  ̂we could do it. 
[L33e]" 



Illustration 12- 1966: Lool̂ ng west over the Greyhound Depot and La Placita, 
both located tsetween then Broadway and Mesilla Street, long 
gone. (U.A. Special Collections Library). 

Illustration 13- 1968: Looking south at La Placita and the Mexican Banio. The 
retained Casa Samaniego, can be seen behind the two story 
building fadng La Placita. (University of Arizorm Special Coilec 
Uons Library). 



PAIET E E 

VANTAGES OF URBAN CHANGE 

Analysis of urban change in downtown Tucson will follow vantage theory. 

Use of this theory is based on the premise that Tucson developed in accord with the 

prevalent viewpoints of its inhabitants. Different points of view throughout 200 

years of local history are rooted in mental models that have continuously shaped 

urban growth, decay, and renewal. Vantage theory is useful in capturing these 

models in the mind and in showing how they have guided the architecture and 

growth of Tucson. In overview, this statement is an attempt to specify precisely 

how cognition guides uiban change. 
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THEORETICAL THRUST 

Vantage theory models viewpoint, how people structure their point of view and 
why they structure it in a particular way. Viewpoint is fundamental to everything that peo
ple do, think, and say. Vantage theory essentially holds that viewpoint is constructed by 
analogy to the way that people make sense of dieir position in physical space, in reference 
to coordinates. In real space, the three perpendiculars (x,y,z) up-down, firont-back, right-
left, are the fixed coordinates that define a âtial position; time (t) is the mobile coordinate, 

a fiinction of relative motion. 

By analogy to experience in real space, any category is composed in reference to 
concepts or mental coordinates (R.MacLaury, 1987,1989). la cognition, when people 
form a category or when they think about any kind of image or scene, they do so by analo
gy to their preconcqptual experience in real space and time. However, in the mind there is 
no real motion, and there are not necessarily three perpendiculars; other things may be im
portant about the particular scenes or categories that people think about These other things 
constitote points of reference or coordinates that define a cognitive vantage. 

Research in color categorization lead tt> vantage theray; for example, it explains ob
servations related to speakers of indigenous languages who include all of yellow and red in 
one category. These speakers name with two terms all colors of this broad category: the 
yellows, light yellows, oranges, corals, leds, dark reds, pinks, and magentas. But when 
naming all diese colors, each word finds its focus — its preferred meaning ~ near an 
opposite pure hue, yellow or red. 

The simplest explanation for this exotic use of words is that people constract the 
category fiom two vantages. They cortqMsse an evenly proportioned vantage in reference to 
one pure hue and their judgement of similarity among the colors; and a biased vantage in 
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Inference to the other unique hue and to distinctiveness. Vantage theory explains this way 
of naming color as people constructing thdr own personal viewpoint rather than naming 
color per se as divorced fiom &emselves (RMacLamy, 1987). 

Li color categorization a vantage point is made up of percqjtual and cognitive coor
dinates, the fixed coordinates axe the unique hues and the mobile coordinate is the degree of 
similarity or distinctiveness. The relation betweoi fixed and mobile coordinates is as the 
relation between ground and figure, or landmaiif and trajecKny, or background and fore
ground; these are ccHic t̂s of the same construct that outline the stracture of a vantage 
(?LMacLaury, 1989). 

The analogy between a vantage of real space and a mental vantage stands on how 
both a physical position and a cognitive point of view are defined, by two cocscdinates: one 
fixed and one mobile. The tibree perpendiculars in real space collapse in one sin^e refer
ence body that (fefines a fixed position, while time is the mobile coordinate. Vantage theo
ry regards the fixed coordinate as the base or the background, while the mobile coordinate 
has an extended definition of something that is in sharp focus against the background. 

FOT instance, if we consider a banio in downtown Tucson. We are focusing on the 
barrio, it is the mobile coordinate; downtown Tucson is the fixed coordinate as it is 
background. If we consider a particular church of the banio, the barrio becomes the fixed 
coordinate and the church our new focus or mobile coordinate (Figure 14). Here we zoom-

in by one level of focus. 

An analogous mental vantage is a personal ccmstmct based on a subjective selection 
of coordinates; it always involves the viewer and his imagined position in reference to the 

coordinates he selects. In this sense, any thought or any experience is inseparable fiom the 
experiencer. In the present analysis of Tucson's urban change, the built form reflects the 
soc  ̂and cultural issues that defined it; these are the coordinates of the inhalntants of 
Tucson to define their vantages. The multiplicity of viewpoints define the world of urban 
environments. Tucson's present urban characteristics and the analysis of its historical 
development make it possible to depict the vantages of its inhabitants throu  ̂time, and the 
different coordinates fix)m which the urban form has derived. 

Historically, people adopted different viewpoints and incorporated new coordinates 
to shape the urban scene. Vantage theory regards the advent of different viewports as an 
evolutionary process. The evolution is structured as a progressive refinement of focus, a 
process called zoornng-in; this means that a vantage is narrowed by changing a mobile 
coordinate to a fixed cocHdinate and by adding a new mobile coordinate. That is, what was 
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VANTAGES: FIXED AND AND MOBILE COORDINATES 
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previously focused as figure and profiled against a ground, itself becomes a ground; it then 
becomes second nature and is finally taken for granted. New notions are inccHporated, and 
a new figure — usually an oitailment of the mobile coordinate that it n l̂aces — is brought 
to the fore&ont. 

An entailment of a coordinate is anything that follows fiom it. For example, if we 
consider the coordinate of Mexican ethnidly, characteristics inherent to it are its entailments 
such as tradition, religion, church, community, and barrio. When some of these entail

ments gain strength in people's viewpc t̂ they become coordinates. 
ZocHning-in can pass through several stages of changing a naobUe to a fixed co

ordinate and of recruiong a new mobile cooidinate. The full process links multiple per-
qjectives. This construct is the counterpart of 20o/7i//}g-ouf, the opposite process that 
converts highly focused vantages to broader ones. Zooming-in and zooming-out are recip
rocal processes in a single cognitive arrangement of viewpoints (JLMacLaury, 1989). 

Vantage theory holds that an individual can consider cHily one fixed and one mobile 
coordinate at a given moment (Figure 15). The processes of zooming-in and zooming-out 

produce a vantage of multiple coordinates; the shifdng of cocsdinates allows the handling 
of progressive focuses, ccHisidering one coordinate after another and altering its fixed and 
mobile statuses (R.MacLauiy,1989). Zooming-in is a scenario. 

In this study, the urban ̂ ace itself is a scenario. Fen: exarc l̂e, we can focus at the 
church in the plaza, where the church is the mobile coordinate and the plaza the fixed one. 
If we consider the plaza — with its church included ~ as a unique ̂ ace within the barrio, 
then this space is the mobile coordinate and the barrio the fixed one. We can go further to 
consider the banio, with its plaza and church included, as a ndghborhood within down
town Tucson. We could consider downtown Tucson within the broader metropolitan Tuc
son, metropolitan Tucson to Arizona, Arizona to Southwest, and so forth. In this example 
we have zoomed-out ficnn a narrow scope to a broader one. We can zoom back in by the 
opposite process. 

2tooming-in or out can be perfcwmed very rapidly at a moment or it can constitute a 
protracted hisKnical developmenL Moreover, the coordinates established through history 
can constitute the levels of focus within a complex contenqxnaiy vantage. 

Zooming-in and zooming-out are natural human processes executed on daily life. 
When we wake up in the morning we zoom-out fiom bed into tiie room, fix>m tiie room to 
the house, fix>m house to neî borhood, neighboiiiood to city; then we zoom into our 
working area of the city, fiom there into a particular building, and once there into our of 
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fice, and so forth. We are ccmstantly zoooaing-in and zooming-out in our daily activities, 
this natural foocess is transferred by analc  ̂to the abstract construction of a n^ntal view
point. 

Though the coordinates of the former exan l̂es define ccoictete spatial scenarios, in 
some cases the scenarios are defined by conceptual coonffnates. In uibanism, these con-
cq>ts are social and cultural values. The values predetermine particular architectural forms, 
but are not liie forms perse. Rather, the comlinates are cognitive whereas the architectural 
forms follow fiom them as entailments. For instance, Tucscm's original presidio was a re
sult of a basic defenave need that found in cohesion its appropriate response. Defense and 
cohesion — social issues — were the coordinates of Tucson's vantage that shaped a particu
lar architectonic form. The form is entailed by its coordina^s; the form follows the con
cept. 

When analyzing vantages in CCHI_ lex environments, where multiple vantages have 
to be considered, a group adopts an individual viewpoint of an innovator as its shared van
tage point. Generally, innovators tend strongly to distinctiveness. It is difficult to establish 
the reason why people would a îre to the ideas of one innovator rather than of another; but 
it is probably related with respect and social prestige. Though the motives are not defined, 
it is clear that an individual makes an innovation and others follow him (Labov, 1972). 

The terms donvnant and recessive are used when there are two vantages on one 
category or setting, as on Tucson's urban scene. Usually a dominant vantage is one from 
the point of view of similarity. It is the popular vantage, tiie majority vantage; it is the 
vantage that people use in a default state. Usually, it is the viewpoint of the dominant cul
ture. Often people who maintain the dcnninant vantage are cmly dimly aware or not aware 
that there can be a recessive vantage, if indeed one exists. The recessive vantage is one 
from a point of view of distinctiveness. Often, it is an elite, refined, intellectual vantage; it 
can be a connoisseur's vantage, far mcoe enlightened than a dominant vantage. However a 
recessive vantage can also be a minoriQr view; it can be the view of oppressed or marginal 
people, which nevertheless may make more distinctions and be noore aware than those that 
take the dominant vantage. People can be aware of both vantages but have a preference for 
one or the other. This is certainly true in color categorization, and we find is true in other 
domains as well (R-MacLauty,1987). Urban change in downtown Tucson results fix>m 
interaction of dominant and recessive vantages. Mexican and Anglo vantages were the two 
fundamental ones in defining the shape of the area of study. 
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In applying vantage theory to analyze urban change in downtown Tucson, both a 
dominant vantage and a recessive vantage iindergo the processes of zooming-in and zoom
ing-out. The fiother analysis has a zoomed-out or broad perspective, and a zoomed-in or 
narrow perspective. Hie broad perspective eiKX>rrQ}asses the overall historical process of 
urban change that affected downtown TUCSCHI. The narrow perspective focuses ntost 
closely on La Placita and its Mexican enclave: the Barrio that was torn down by urban re-
newaL 
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©Inî iFinil̂  i 

BROAD PERSPECTIVE: URBAN PROCESS IN TUCSON 

Part I sums up Tucson's urban development and the different cultural, social and 

economic values that shaped its evolutionary process. A zoomed-out view of this process 

brings up the first coordinates that defined Tucson's first setdement, culture and resources. 

Culture is the fixed coordinate, it conforms the set of values and beliefs always 

present in a person's life. People through their culture define the character and the 

îrit of the places where they live. Different cultures have defined different setde-

ments around the world. Culture is a constant in urban process. 

Resources — whether natural or manufactured, local or imported— constitute the 

mobile coordinate of the historical vantage. People focus on resources as a means 

to develop their cultural orientation. 

Culture and resources are major points of reference throu^out urban development; 

they evolve and change in accord with cognition. Culture as a fixed coordinate is always 

present in people's viewpoint, who emphasize either in local values or imported ones. Re

sources, the mobile coordinate, are the organizing basis of peqple's activities in response to 

their cultural values. 

In the evolutionary process of urban change other coordinates come to the forefront 

of people's point of view, depending on the prevailing social factors. Emergence of new 

coordinates arrich the mban scenario con5)lexity. At a particular time people take into 

consideration only two cooidinates, while the previous ones remain in the background; this 

is c t̂ured by zooming-in closer on time — fiom the past into the present. 
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The Pima Indians developed pithoases and ramadas that were scattered throughout 
the fanning lands of piimitive TUCSCMI. Through colcnization, die Spaniards undertook die 
first attempt to organize these indigenous setdements, in what was the origin of present 
Tucson. 

6.1 Spanish Period 

The Spanish Empire established its colonization under two major coordinates: cul
ture and resources. 

Culture was die fixed coordinate: it was an assumed background and orientadon; 
the Spanish transmitted civilization to the native population, following the laws formulated 
by the crown, "Ley de Indias". 

Resources were the mobile coordinate: throughout the new world the Crown 
sought wealdi. Theresourcesof southern Arizona had to be identified and developed. In 
Tucson, they were catde and agriculture. These were developed along the Santa Cruz river 
after considerable effort and uncertain  ̂(Lockwood,1943; Dobyns,1976; Of5cer,1981). 

The Spanish imposed their ways as a divine lî t Culture was an immutable and 
ethnocentric absolute and an instrument of domination and control of resources. 

Resources became die fixed coordinate after setdement was established. Its major 
manifestation was grounded in geogr^hy: the Santa Cruz river constrained concentration of 
ranching and agriculture, the economic base. Culture, the earlier fixed coordinate, re
mained as unitary as before, but it receded farther into background assun t̂ion and was no 
longer a predominant theme. 

A new itx>bile coordinate filled the place of active concem and en^hasis that re
sources formerly occiq)ied. The new mobile coordinate was dualistic, rqnesenting the two 
emphases of Spanish colonization: reSgion and defense. Together they charactoized the 
image of the town. Thus, there was the Santa Cruz river as a fixed axis with mobile coor
dinates polarized on opposite sides, which defined the catholic mission and the militaiy 
presidio. TUCSCMI could be regarded fiom either viewpoint, and its first municipal plan 
emerged fiom the dualistic sch^e. 

Religion: success of local activities depended on Spanish dominance over Indians to 
use as a native labor fcxce. Dominance was first effective through religion; it was die belief 
system that shaped the first rrdsdon corsonunity setdement, San Agust̂  del Tucson. 
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Defense: the Spanish view extended to include military defense; this became a sec
ond mobile coordinate, because Apache attacks disrupted achievements of the missic»i. 

The concept of the Spanish colonizing enterprise was motivated by exploitation of 
available lesouices, while religion and defense were the justification and the means to con
cretize thdr idea 

ABSTRACT CONCRETE urban form 
fixed 
coordinate motive resources Sta. Cruz iiiver 

mobile lusHficotion reiiaion 
coordinate means defense presidio 

Figure N. xx The cognitive modal of the Spanish colonizer in Tucson is a process that originates in 
abstraction and finds concrete realization in categories that define urban form. 

6. 2 Mexican Period 

When Mexico became independent, it reached a crisis that was felt in Tucson. 
Spanish soldiers abandoned the settlement, and provision of supplies fc»r the Apaches de
pleted; the Indians dispersed into the desert and subsequendy resumed raiding. The mis
sion and its christiamzation program declined. 

Defense became the fixed coordinate. During the late Spanish period defense was 
a mobile coordinate. It was an active rxdlitaiy defense to protect the missions, and eventu
ally it tamed the Apaches. During Mexican times though, defense did not inclutte a strategy 
of Indian controL Defense was the overriding obsession for the few remaining people, who 
concentrated inside the presidio walls to defend themselves against attacks. 

Cohesion became the new mobile coordinate. Lack of military organization ori
ented defense inwardly. Ranching and farming activities continued, and the Santa Cruz 
river still was its noain resource; however, the presidio itself became the focus of setdement 
and the fundamental reason to remain in Tucson; it provided security and housing the 
few who worked outside its walls. 
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Defense and Cohesion as coordinates, the viewpoint exerted a centripetal effect on 
the learrangement of settlement pattern and community structure. 

Cohesion became the fixed coordinate shcotly after the presidio was densified. 
Mariana Diasi , a woman who lived during both Spanish and Mexican periods, was inter
viewed at age 100. She reminisces about the is^Kirtance of firiendsh  ̂ and union, and she 
eojphasizes that cc^esicm inside the presidio engendered a sense of stability in face of the 
outside uncertainties. 

Cultural Adaptability dien became fte mobile coordinate. Mencan control on tibie 
ficontier was weak, which facilitated access of Anglo-American tr^pers and traders; some 
of these adventurers stayed in Tucson. Mariana Dias remembers that people were good and 
it was easy to establish relationships, because any newcomer that came to the presidio had 
to take a job within tiuee days in order to stay in the community and become part of it. 

Adaptabirity of the population to a different culture encouraged a bi-cultural society. 
Anglos adopted the ways of Mexicans, who were the majority. While maintaining a strong 
Cohesion; tfiis viewpoint intensified the centripetal unity of the presidio. 

Adaptability was promoted to fixed status and bi-ethnic relations were strengthened. 
Both, Mexicans and Anglos merged their cultural backgrounds, lived in harmony, and 
fought together against the Apaches. 

Expansion took the place of adaptabiliQ  ̂as the mobile coordinate. In 1848, close to 
the end of tiie Mexican period, people projected their views toward extension beyond the 
walls. Structures were built South of the presidio to accommodate refugees who fled Indi
an attacks elsewhere. This was the first step of growth outside the protective walls, and the 
incipient demise of die presidio itself its adobe bricks were reused to construct the ex
panding part of the settlement 

The choice of an open Expanaon prevailed over the option of enlarging the presidio 
walls. Enclosure was no longer within people's vantage, which was focused on Adaptation 

to the newcomers and to a new extended form of their town. 

"I Manuscript of this interview with Mariana Dias is catalogued in the Arizona Historical Sodety. 
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6.3 Gadsden Purchase 

Eigtanslon: became a background assumption and, thus, the fixed coordinate. 

Ethnicity: became the mobile coordinate for both the Mexican and the Anglo van

tage. Once fitting against the Apaches was not the main priority, bi-ethnical relations 

loosened toward differentiation. The coordinate was mobile, because the differentiation 

was newly formulating. Differentiation between ethnic groups became increa^^y accen

tuated; they even occupied polarized areas of town when it e^qianded. 

In 1854, Tucson became part of the United States. It changed gradually, adopting 

characteristics in^ported by incoming settiers. Urban developnient in Tucson conibined 

two perspectives: its Mexican inhabitants regarded the city fix>m (me vantage, and its Anglo 

inhabitants from another vantage. The vantages were coextensive, each encompassing the 

same urban setting from an opposite viewpoint. The Mexican vantage was dominant; that 

is, it was the ordinary and commonplace way of regarding Tucson, because people of 

Mexican origin were the majority. The Anglo vantage was recessive; that is, it was more 

rarified and elite; Anglos were in tiie minorî , but th  ̂controlled wealth and power dis-

proportional to their number. 

Ettinlclty: both the Mexican and the An^o vantage converted it to a fixed coordi

nate. The bi-ethnic relations became clearly differentiated, and this was apparent in how 

the population was distributed in town. The town was polarized in two areas that repre

sented the ethnic differentiation: Anglos north and Mexicans south. Later, the railroad ac

centuated this difference. 

Traditton: the Mexican vantage held it as its moMe coordinate. The Mexicans were 

rooted in their land, Sonora, and organized within family structures; this strengthened their 

traditions and their Hî anic heritage. 

Fame and Fortune: the Anglo vantage held power and wealth as its mobile coordi

nate. The An^os, were basically lonely adventurers seeking economic stability far fiom 

their place of origin. 

Tradition and Fame and Fortune were points of reference for each Ettinic group. 

Anglos and Mexicans adopted different viewpoints, each oriented in the direction to their 

home country generating a Ncaih-South reorientation of Tucson. 



Illustration 14- Church Plaza and San Augustine Cathedral during the 1880s. 
(Arizona Historical Sodety). 

Illustration 15- County Court House during the 1880's, on Plaza de las Armas, 
what was former presidio grounds. (Arizona Historical Sodety). 
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TrattiUon and Fame ana Fortune: zocHsing in closer, the mobile coordinate becomes 
fixed, and both the Mexican and the Anglo vantage held TracMon and Fame and Fortune as 
iheir respective fixed coordinates. In its matured state, fame and fortune became wealth. 

Region encouraged the Mexican ccHnmunity to construct the San Agustm Cathe
dral in Plaza de la Mesilla, South of town. Religion — with the cathedral as symbolic reaf-
fimiaticm of their traditicms — was the mobile coordinate of the Mexicans, especially during 
the 5 or 6 years of its constraction. 

Power and Wealth was what guided the An^o population to build the Court House, 
up nordi in Plaza de las Armas — on farmer presidio grounds. Power and Wealth — with 
the Court House as symbolic reassurance of fame and fortune — was the mobile coordinate 
for the An^os. Wealth could be inteipreted as pertaining to the domain of law concerned 
with private prcq>erty. 

Under this viewpoint, people regarded a process of common enterprise as the mo
bile coordinate. The process was building the church and the court house, and it was the 
attention and focus newly placed in these communal activities. The process would eventu
ally consolidate in the buildings symbolî g tiieir respective ethnicity. 

Religion and Power and Wealth: became fixed coordinates for each ethnic vantage, 
when zooming-in at a closer focus. The Cathedral became the pilar of Mexican religious 
and social activities, as well as their means to reafGrm their traditions. The Court House 

was regarded as the political and economic means of the Anglo population to reassure 
acquî ticHi of wealth. 

Tenltoriallty became the mobile coordinate for both vantages, each in flieir respec
tive neighbodioods: the Mexicans south in the Banio and the Anglos north in the Presidio 
area. Each ethnic group held their own neighborhood as an emblem. Both growing 
naghborhoods thrived in reference to Aeir respective landmark, tte Catholic Cathedral and 
the Court House. 

Diversity in architectural styles Inou t̂ out the ethnic background of each neigh
borhood. There were different techniques of building houses, and different ways of relat
ing the houses to the street These translated the dissimilar ethnic viewpoints of TucsotL 
They were dichotomized in two areas, each embracing a landmarif building symbolized 
their particular concems, their fixed coordinates Region and Power and Wealth req)ective-
ly-
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Mexicans and Anglos expressed the coextensivity of vantages by shaping the town 
with a North -South orientation. As the Mexican vantage was dominant, mhan growth 
followed an Hispanic pattern of growth, but oaly predominantly; the recessive vantage in
jected modifications. For exanq>le, the Hî anic conc  ̂of a centralized plaza was polar
ized as two plazas. Each of these squares. Plaza de la Mesilla and Plaza de las Armas, 
contained the symbolic landmaiks fCTeach ethnic group: the CathoSc Cathedral and the 
Court House. Between llie North Preddio area and the Southem Mexican banio developed 
the ccsnmercial district, an intensive interface of the two wcddviews .̂ 

6.4 Advent of the Railroad 

la 1880, the Southem Pacific Railroad established its route through Tucson. This 
was a technological advance that promoted emigration of numerous English speaking new
comers. The railroad boosted the increase of Angjo-American women in Tucson; there
fore, mixed-maniages between Anglo men widi Mexican women decreased. Marriages 
between Anglos added a family orientation to llie coordinate of Fame and Fortune, lately 
Wealth. 

Territoriality became &e fixed coordinate for both the Mexican and the An^o 
vantage as their identification with a defined setting and its neighbors became strong. 

Anglo Ethnicity, as it grew in dominance began to be viewed as the mobile 
coordinate. 

The vantages of the two main ethnic groups in Tucson kept a dominant-recessive 
relation; this relation reversed itself throu  ̂time. Mexican ways of life and tradition were 
dominant during the decade after tiie Gadsden Purchase; but the Ifispanic population grad
ually began to loose its numerical edge. Conversely, as the An^o population grew, its 
vantage becan  ̂that of the common majority. The Anglo vantage became dominant and the 
Mexican vantage recessive. However, after this reversal, the recessive vantage was one of 
weakness and marginality, not the view of a privileged minority. 

The following ardcle published in the Daily Star on 1882, points out the consolida
tion of the Angilo comdinate of Wealth, and the definite dominant-recesave relation between 
the Anglo and tide Mexican vantage: 

 ̂The coextensivity of vantages produced a mixed architecture in Tucson. Vantage theory was originally 
formulated to expl̂ n two words for one color category in Mayan languages; the terms are intermix  ̂in 
response to shades of color within the category, but each had its pr̂ erred meaning at maximally 
contrastive hues (R. MacLauiy 1987). 



IIIustrafion16- 1885: Looking east on Congress Street 
(Arizsna Historical Soaety). 

Illustration 17- 1890s: Looking west on Congress Street, near the intersection 
with Meyer Street. (Arizona Histon'cal Society). 
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"The improvements now going on in Tucson Sook somewhat metropolitan. The Court 
House will be the most finest and most costly structuie in tibe Territory. The Masonic 
HalL..large mercantile lK>use...the stonss...all add character and stability to real 
propoiy. The character of dwellings now being erected are generally of a modem 
style of aichitectuie, which shows that new bl(  ̂is coming into Tucson, or old 
blood is being stined up." 

Anglo Ethnicity : became the fixed coordinate. It was eiE^hasized by &e dominant 
vantage, which was held by tiie majoiity — the An^o populaticMi. 

Technology: the railroad furnished the mobile coordinate Aat conveyed the spread 
and consolidaticm of Anglo values. Via the raibx)ad, the recendy setded An^o populadon 
could import materials for new ccmstruction in Tucson. 

Encouraged by the fixed coordinate, Ethnidty, newly built structures projected im
ages familiar to ihe newcomers' places of origin; they did not ccHnply with the local archi
tectural values, and mcffeover, did not accommodate to a desert climate. In this fashion, the 
town grew toward the East, in the area adjacent to the raibx>ad tracks. 

Technology, die fixed coordinate, brought along entailments diat were determinants 
of urban change; these were mobility and expans'on. They fostered: 

1) Establishment of new businesses along the tracks. 
2) A new East-West axis of town: Congress St., connecting the newly established 
businesses with the earlier commercial distnct that was functioning between the 
"Presidio" and "Barrio" neighborhoods. 
3) In 1891, the opening of the University of Arizona in Tucson stimulated further 
development toward the East. 

The prevalent ethnicity focused on an Anglo pattern of development; this rapid pro
cess of change was boosted by the railroad. The new reorientation adopted by Tucson was 
in direction to the East and to the South, directions where the two ethnic groups oriented 
their views. 

6.5 The Turn of the Century 

During the turn of the century and the first decades of die 1900s, population in 
Tucson increased while Anglo Ethnidty and Technology ~ the fixed and mobile coordi
nates req>ectively — were progressively strengthened in people's viewpoint Along with 
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this, MobiBty, an entailment of Technology increased the nwmmtum of the vantage in le-
shaprag the town: 

1) The Universî  of Arizona was a ctmtinuous focus of attraction. It generated a 
series of neighboiiuxKls around it. These areas grew following the Anglo EthniciQr 
vantage, which conformed with irtrported architectural models. These models were 
encapsulated under the general caiegori2aticxi cf Victorian architecture. 
2) Downtown gradually lost its inportance as a social cen ,̂ because of the exo
dus of its residents and retail shops to the growing suburbs. 
3) Growth toward the East and South consolidated, while the West and North ori
entation started to move forward. At present, Anglos are mainly in the Nortfa-East, 
and Mexicans in the South-West of Tucson. 

The dominant-recessive relation between tiie An^o and the Mexican vantages de
noted suboidinab'on of the recessive Mexican vantage, which became progressively 
included. The inclusion meant that the numerical edge of the recessive Mexican vantage 
was shrinking, as some of the Mexicans adopted p( t̂s of view of the Anglo dominant 
vantage. By the turn of the century this inclusion was obvious in the following urban fac
tors: 

1) In 1896, reorientation of the new cathedral. 
2) Change in use of ±e old cathedral, which was finally demolished in 1936. 
3) Exodus of numerous barrio residents to the suburbs. 
4) Deterioration of the Mexican Barrio. 

The following Chapter 7 zooms-in to focus closer on the Mexican banio and goes 
ftother to analyze how these pcwts affected the evolution of that enclave. 

6. 6 Urban Renewal 

Technology : its availabiliQr promoted it to a necessary resource, and it soon occu
pied the place of the fixed coordinate of the modem men. Mass production, a sequel of the 
two Great Wars, allowed common usage of technology by the 1950s. First tiie railroad, 
and later on diverse options such as raxlio, tel̂ hone, automobile, airplane, television, etc. 
became essential in modem life. 
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Mobility: became the mobile cocadinate of the modem viewpc t̂, first train, then 

streetcar and finally automobile. As a agn of progress and modernization, technology 
fostered mobility as an entailment, which became valued in its own right 

Men overemphasized their views toward Uie future. la confirming this viewpoint, 
technology was regarded as a ground; it opened the doors to the future. Technology en
sued new powerful elements, now corrmion in the urbanscape. These elements such as 
suburbs, shopping malls, motorized transportadon, highways, underpasses, overpasses, 
telecommimications, etc., promoted one of the ̂ tailments of mobility, expanaon. 

As people focused on this vantage, which enconq)assed Technology and MobiBty 

as its coordinates; sense of place, time, and distance acquired a different dimension. 

/IMtiiity: transformed into an essential feature and by the 1960s became a fixed co
ordinate, while technokigy was soon taken for granted and deferred to the background. 
Paradoxically, mobirrty ~ the former mobile coordinate, became fixed and was perceived as a 
basis or ground for acdon, as soon as it tumed indispensable. 

Expan^on: entailment of mobility, became the mobile coordinate. MobiBty allowed 
a greater interchange widi extemal influences, and in a way it inq>lied renouncement of lo
cal values to accommodate the expansion of a "universal civilization." 

Again, Expansion is reconsidered as a fixed coordinate of the vantage; it h^pened 
before between the two BSspanic eras of Tucson, the Spanish and the Mexican. Though at 
that time it was basically referred to the physical growth of the town, a definite outbreak 
firom the presidio enclosure. Since then expansion was always present in Tucson's view

point, though it was taken for granted. But its late reemergence not only meant an even 
faster physical growth, but a revision of cultural and social structures. 

The Expansion was physical and conceptual as welL A consequence of this van
tage was a redefinition of the family structure. Traditional ways of working and living — 
culture in general — were strongly affected. Along witfi this, the physical enviroiunent 
passed through dramatic changes. In Tucson, as elsewhere, rapid transportation instigated 
mobiBty; people moved from the center of town to the suburbs, and consmercial areas in 
downtown were abandoned for the suburban shopping malls. 

Local and past values were not regarded as essential, and, in the name of progress, 
urban renewal earned out demolidon of the oldest architecture of what remained of Tuc

son's Mexican era. Over the century, these structures harbored the Mexican side of Tuc-



Illustration 18- The Old Church and the New Cathedra!. 
(Arizona hSstarical Sodety). 

T 
f 

Illustration 19- Gone the Old Church... the also demofished Santa Rita Hotel can 
be seen on the background. (Arizona Historical Society). 
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son; but Aey were briskly razed and unlaced by die Tucson Commiinî  Center buildings. 

Holiday Lm Hotel and "La Placita" Shopping CQii:q)lex. The dominant-recessive structure, 

defined by coextensive vantages, foreordained the destruction of the Mexican coordinate; 

the recessive vantage was disreq)ected as it had beccHne subotdina .̂ 

Universally, nx>bilî  contributes to the physical e3q)ansion of cities as well as to the 

overlap of cultural boiuidaries. This brings a break with the past and iir l̂ies a process of 

adaptation to a worldwide way of living, a worldwide view. Living, working, entertain

ment, and almost any human acdviQr is conducted in a space defined by an architectural 

j&amewoik. The relation between human e7q)erience and the ̂ ace where this experience 

comes about, is what builds the meaning of "sense of place." This meaning is weakened 

when the relaticm between men and its built environment is disrupted. 

Under this view. Expansion was followed by considerable factors or entailments. 

AdaptaSon emerged as one of these entaihnents. In some developing coimtries, which 

have strong socio-cultural traditions; in^ported technology and ideas have affected thdr 

newly built environment disrupting the structured customs. Not so far, here in Arizona, 

Papago Indians have a very irregular pattem of adaptation to the standardized Anglo houses 

that the Hou^g and Urban Development built in their reservation (Datta, n.d-). Not only 

cultures rooted in their land have adapted to the invasion of foreign values, but cultures 

characteristically mobile — such as &e American ~ in their seek of economic and political 

fireedom are also in constant readaptation to places (Lewis, 1979). 

The two coordinates of the 1960s vantage. Mobility and Expansion, encouraged dif

fusion of universal characteristics. This vantage and its entailments caused a dislocation 

between man and his environment Industrialization of construction used widespread tech

niques tiiat crossed cultural boundaries; and, as a result, architecture projects assumed the 

same image everywhere; the image responds to an international style but not to a local spir

it This not only disturbs the historical o îtinuity of a particular place, but undermines so

cial identity. A resident in Tucson observes (Appendix): 

" The trouble with urtian renewal is that it is a physical response to a sodal and economical 
problem. [B9z] To what is loss of 50 acres of town.[B9aal There are people who were 
affected by urban renewal who say their lives were ruined, they could not live anywhere 
else in the community and still feel the continuity and the tradition, vtrith the barrio they as-
sociate.[Bl 1  ̂ In a community like Tucson, in nx>st ...bam'os ...there is a pride from peo
ple who live in those bam'os.[B12d] ...they are continuity within the community.[B12e]" 
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Hemy Garcia  ̂(Martin, 1983), a fonner resident of the banio expresses his senti-
cnents about it and recalls one aspect of its sense of community; 

"...the Gfe in those barrios was a full and rich one. We ail lived together — there was a mix
ture of peofjie—Jews, Syrians, naturally many Mexicans. Chinese. Libaneses — and ev
eryone spoke Spartish....it was a beautiful Dfe....we all lived close together - one house 
was right next to the other and women visited over the fertce. A boy could have a lot of 
adverttures. 1 saw a lot of things and learned a lot There were a lot of fiestas. Anyfime 
there was a baptism or a birthday there was a fiesta. The fiestas and darx^s were held in 
the yards of the houses. They would water down the patios and put up strings of fights. 
Then the musidans would arrive and the people of the barrio would come together. " 

He adds on and gives his opinion about the social effects of expansion: 

"....when i think about my memories as a boy, the Bfe of a child today seems sterile in 
comparison. Sin chiste - vnthout flavor. Everythirig children of today krx>w, they get from 
the TV. It seems to me that they krx)w very Bttle of real life. It's sad, because everything is 
so spread out and disconnected now - there's no sense of community. People stay 
inside their houses. They dont seem to want to live dose to anyone. It's as if people hate 
one another. Everyone wants to Gve on an acre — no one wants to have neighbors." 

Commerce and tourism weie entailments of the e>q>ansioiiist era. Urban renewal 
focused on diem and as a result the Mexican barrio was demolished. At the time, the 
governing bodies thought that commerce and tourism could be achieved with demolition 
rather than with lenovation. Garcia recalls how things happened and what were the results: 

They had this idea that they would make the Community Center and that they would 
revitafize the downtown, but it didnt happen. They spent millions arKl millions of dollars, 
and look at it now. The businesses cant make it. Rrst of all, they ran out all of the peo(3le 
- no one lives there any more. No one goes to buy there anything anymore. All the 
shops fail. It's all fake. They wouM have had more success if they had left things as they 
were... In those da  ̂the only thing the dty thought about was demoGsh, denmfish, de-
mofish. It was a stupidcy, an idiocy, a barbarity....! have traveled around -1 have been to 
New Orleans, to Santa Fe. Boston — I have seen what has been done with the old houses 
in those o'ties. If the City had had the sense to leave some of the old homes, they couki 
have been renovated arxJ preserved and people would have been irrterested in them 
and gone to see them. But the way it is now — the Community Center — rx) one goes 
there, not even the flies. Have )^u rxsticed? It is practically abandoned all the time. And 
all those new stores they made in La Pladta Village — m one goes there. Why? Because 
they krK>cked down all those okJ houses and stores and then they built new ones. Ifs all 
fake and people dont go there because they dont like the artifidal. They fike genuine 
things — the real stuff. 

PreservaSon, an entailment of expansion, came forth as a positive reaction to urban 
renewal, as a resident (Appendix) recounts: 

3 Coinplete text of this interview can be read in Images and Conversations, Mexican American Recall a 
Southwestern Past by Patricia Predado Martin. 
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Illustration 20- The Old Charro restaurant, fadng La Placita on its south side. 
(DateBne Downtovm) 

lllustrafion 21- 1970s: Looking east on present La Placita shopping corrplex, 
what was retained of the restaurant structure is on the right. 
(U.A. Spedal Collecb'ons Library). 
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"Now you have Armory Park, Barrio Histdrico. West University Neighborhood, a whole ring 
of historic neighborhoods arourKi the town.[B9ab] Which shows that you can recolonize, 
repopulate, restore.[B9ac] ...These historic areas came after uriian renewal, and almost as 
a response to urtsan renewal, the emotions of people who Oved... [B1 Oa]" 
Eigtanston: is ccmceived as the fixed coonlinate of the present view ̂ ce the 

1970s. In q)ite of its questionable effects, expansion was viewed as a necessary achieve
ment. Again, evolutioa propelled the emergence of a zoomed-in view in which the previ
ous mobile coordinate becomes fixed. 

Pres&vatlon: one of the prior entaihnents of expanaon, becomes the mobile 
coordinate of the current viewpoint. Nowadays, the expansionist view is focused on men, 
and on the recovery of humanism that was undemiined by technology. 

The present Expansiorvstvww tends to con^prehend what is essential and meaning
ful in nature, region, culture, history, and technology; it seeks to integrate and preserve the 
significant qualities of urban contexts for a harmonious relation with nature and landscape. 
Presen/aSon, the mobile coordinate, focuses on the uniqueness that the combination of the 
former factors can offer to an architectural fiiamework. Ultimately, adaptive reuse will en
hance the relationship between man and bis environm t̂, in an effort to capture the sensi
bility of places. 

This view is more critical about technology and its interface with nature in an inte
grated organic process. The view is critical about continuity of shared meanings and the 
quality and ̂ irit of places. Positively, technology has opened doors to awareness, and 
knowledge of post-industrialism negative factors. Awareness of heritage is awareness of 
future achievement. Throughout the world, historical districts are recovering their original 
liveable character. European cities which abound in architectonic patrimony update these 
cultural legacies and convert them to modem temples of art and culture, with the idea of 
promoting human interaction at a communiQr leveL Tucscm, younger in history is rich in 
cultural heritage — eventhou  ̂parts of it have been largely obliterated and others are still in 
jeopardy  ̂— requires a proper understanding of its historical past to revitalize its own cul
tural identity, with an economic orientation that re^nds to the needs of the community. 

 ̂Residents in Barrio Hist6rico — south of the present Community Center, and all what was left of the 
Mexic  ̂barrio — still fear that the Community Center will keep growing south, eventhough it is recognized 
as a historic district The recently torn down *Presidio Hotel*, in the comer of Broadway and 4th Ave., 
presented interesting Hispanic colonnades over Broadway Av. sidewalk. The buikiing was razed under 
strange circumstances of demolition permit (Arizona Daily Star, Oct1989) 
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GHAFTER 7 

NARROW PERSPECTIVE: EVOLUTION OF LA PLACITA 

Different vantages induced uiban evolution in Tucson. These vantages are a con

struct of people's cognitions. Zooming-in brings up the cognitions of historical relevance 

in defining the urban process of Tucson, while new vantages are included under the scope 

of older ones, which in turn recede into background assumption; this inclusion is regarded 

as both cognitive and qjatiaL In chapter 6 were analyzed ageneral scope of cognitions that 

built iq) Tucson's environment. This chapter zooms-in to focus closer on La Placita and its 

immediate context, the Mexican Barrio. 

The Fergusson map of 1862 documented the square for the first time. Though its 

exact origin is not known, it was in the late 1840s when Tucson was part of Mexico. At 

the end of the Mexican period, when Adaptability was the fixed coordinate and Expansion 

the mobile coordinate, the population outgrew the presidio's capacity and e^qpanded south 

of its walls. Mtially, the e7q>anded area was regarded as peripheral for two reasons: 1) its 

location outside the presidio, and 2) refugees fix>m elsewhere were the first to live there. 

Later on, ethnic differences strengthened this peripheral condition. 

Sociability was perceived as the fixed coordinate by the people living south of the 

presidio. In the norAem end of the e;q)anded area the coordinate of sociability was 

physically reflected in Plaza de ia Mesilla. 

Influx was regarded as the mobile coordinate. Plaza de la Mesilla was the terminus 

of fireight wagons firom Mesilla (New Mexico). This fact injected external influx to the area. 

Plaza de la Me^a was viewed as an outpost of external influx within an area that 

was conceived as peripheraL 
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Influx becomes the fixed coOTdinate, whoi the previous vantage is zoomed-in. 

People regaided influx as a base for activities. Arrival of fieight wagons to Plaza de la 

MesQla brought novelty and entertainment. It fostered tiie coming of diverse x)eqple fiom 

the east. 

R l̂gkm became the mobile coordinate of the Mexican population, who reafGrmed 

their traditions through their involvement in a communiQr enterprise, the constraction of the 

Tucson's Catholic CathedraL This stimulated their social cohesion and cultivated their 

traditional rituals. 

When Tucson became part of the United States, the arrival of Anglo-American set-

ders was inmunent, and within one decade of the Gadsden purchase they were in controL 

The Mexican viewpoint was resolved in strengtheoing their traditions; participation in 

building the c/7urc/7 was a st̂  toward achieving their resolution. This added a religious 

dimension to the square, which external influx had characterized as an activity center. 

Religion was held as the fixed coordinate by the people of the area, who saw the 

Catholic Cathedral as the landmark of the southern neighborhood. 

Tenftorlallty became their mobile coordinate while their neighborhood e?q}anded and 

grew. Social cohesion reinforced the Mexican identity of the area to define it as a growing 

barrio. 

Mexican ways of living developed in the barrio, with the church as its centripetal 

focus. Wi& the cathedral on its east side. Plaza de la Mesilla was consolidated as a social 

center, and since then it was known as Church Plaza. While the church functioned as 

such, it preserved the unity of the barrio and heartened profane and religious rituals of 

Mexican tradition. Bodi church and plaza ̂ mibolized the social identiQ  ̂of the barrio 

within the entire city, and more so after 1880 when the railroad facilitated rapid establish

ment of the An^o-American culture. Anglo newcomers setded in the north and east area of 

Tucson. Again, the southern Mexican barrio was stron^y regarded as a peripheral 

community, but this time because of ethnical difierraces. 

In the 1870s, after the con l̂edon of the old cathedral, originated B Tiradito. The 

little castaway known as the "Wishing Shrine', in English; is the tomb of a siimer who was 

murdered and who didn't receive proper catholic buriaL The people of the Barrio elevated 

his tomb to the level of shrine, it became their meeting place with the cosnuc world; the 

mediator of their individual and communal most lon^g desires. 
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In his study of religion. Brown (1981) discusses how Christianity adopted the 
model of the shrine from the Classic Wcarld, in which the power that interceded for the liv
ing with the invisible world was embodied by gods or other nonhumans. Chiistianity re
placed this embodiment with saints or deceased persons present in the shrine. Husband 
(1985) shows how public shiines within the western tradition served as e^qa-ession of so
cial, political, and economic relations. In her study of yard shrines in Tucson, she sug
gests that they occurred at a moment of ciises in a housdold tradition in their adaptation 
from one culture to another, and that this occmrs not only amcmgMexican-Americans but 
other new Americans. 

After 1600, many &ctors lead to devotions outside the catholic church, mainly as a 
lack of sympathy that the hierarchically caiented members of the chinch in îred to the 
people. The strictness of the Catholic prec t̂s might have induced the people of die Mexi
can Banio to the creation of their particxilar wishing shrine. At the time it was originated, 
the wishing shrine was located at the southwest end of the barrio, while Ae old cathedral 
was at the northeast end of the barrio. 

Zooming-out to the broad perspective, at this time the coextensivity of the Mexican 
and An^o vantages were in a donnnant-recessive reladon, in which Anglo Ethniaty was 
gaining numerical edge while fostering a shortcoming in the Mexican vantage. The wish
ing shiine coight symbolize the response of the barrio to this crisis, this internal, personal 
and individual crisis; while the old catiiedial leaffinned thdr external, communal and social 
traditions in confrontation to the new Anglo socie-conomic values. 

Since then the wishing shiine has been a resource for the people of the barrio to 
overcome critical situations as the ones happened on the 1970s, described by Annie Laos 
(Appendix): 

"The wishing shrine ...S didnt know at the lime we were fighting, that some quirk of na
ture the wishing shrine was going to be our saviour.[L22z] ...the origin dates back to 150 
years ago... its a legend to a bad guy... there was a love triangle of a lady, and her hus
band. and a young sheep-herd that Gved right there in that area.[L23al And the young 
man became very enamored with the lady, and one day her husband came in town and he 
lolled him, and they threw him - tiradito means castaway - they threw him arxl they buried 
him there, in unconsecraled ground.[L23b] ...he became a martyr and the littleweyl̂  
(old l̂ es), from all around the barrio — kmwing that he was tsuried there and not in the 
cemetery, and he didnt have any...last rights arxj any blessings or anything like that -
would put candles in the grave, so that ...the spirits wouM grace.[L23c] That's the way it 
started, and during the war, during Work) War II ...oh in 1336, they txiilt the wall in ba(  ̂
that wasnt there for a tong time...[L23e] But they say that ...the mothers and sweet
hearts of the men who were in the war. will go and light a carxjie and make a wish; and that 
the candles were from where the wishing serine is, all the way to the street.[L23Q Any
way. the way I got into the wishing shrine is that a very good frierxl of mine called me one 
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day, she knew I was working desperately to try and get the freeway stopped.[L24b] She 
ssud: two men from the Arizona Highw  ̂Department are gang to meet mth some people 
of the bam'o, to showem where are they going to move the vwshir  ̂shrine.[L24c] Any-
w  ̂we met at one of the motels down there along the freeway.[L24e] And here they 
came from Phoerux, from the highw  ̂department, they had drawrings of where they were 
going to nnove the wishing shrine, or they were going to put it up on stills and let the cars 
underneath of it.IL24f] Because, we found out later — the freeway — eventhough the 
idea of it was to come from the International airport and leave off on the commurvty center, 
in order to get nwney from the state and from the federal government it had to hook up to 
M 0.[L24g] There had to be a hook up to M 0 so that there would ingress arxj egress to 
this leg of the freeway, and they absolutely needed that in order to get money to pay for 
that freew .̂[L24h] So w^en I found out. I went to a lady in ttie urtiversity, who at that 
time was having her doctorates in fblkloFe; we presented the wishing shrine and told her 
what was going to happen, how iserilous it was, and time was of the essence.[L24i] From 
one day to the other, they would bring the bulldozers and they would knock down things, 
and you didnt know when you got up in the morning, you cOdnt know what was going to 
be gone down there.[L24j] So anyway she immediately began the papers for the Na
tional Regî er, to put the wishing shrine in the National Register.[L24k] Because if it was 
on the National Register, it would be protected by the federal government, and they 
could rxTt give federal money to move it or to destroy it, or to disturb it in any way; and 
therefore they could rx>t get money for the freeway.[L24l] In three months, she had...we 
all worked Oke mad, but in three months she had it on the National Register, under an 
emergency clause; and because that wishing shrine, placed on the National Register, we 
defeated the Butterfield Freeway.[L24m] ...and then along came an election of the may
or of the city of Tucson, and... the mayor who was the inconvent wanted the freeway and 
he thought uitian renewal was the best thing![L26a] His name was Jim Corbett, arxd he 
had been mayorfor about two or three terms.[L26b] He was in front of an election, and 
there was another man running against him, by the name of Mu^hy.[L26c] So I went to 
Mr. Murphy and told him; we are going to have a carxDe light vigil at the mshing shrine, if 
you coukl come, and as one of your poGtical platforms tell these people of the bam'o that 
you are against the Butterfield Freeway, that you dont want their neightxsrhood disrupt-
ed.[L26d] I will personally guarantee you, at least 4000 votes.[L26e] So he agreed! 
And he camel Arxihewon! And he was mayor for ten terms." [126  ̂

Terrttortallty became the fixed coordinate; it physical reflection was the barriOy which 
symbolized Mexican unity and identity, and it represented continuity with th  ̂traditions. 

Expan^on was held as the mobile coordinate. People of the barrio regarded it as an 
arx l̂ificadon of tfadr views in adapting themselves K> a different culture, a technolo^cal 
culture. A former resident of the banio recounts how some of those who cotild afford the 
benefits of technology left the barrio: 

" Th  ̂were barrios where most of the fresh famiGes had moved away from, and lots of 
working people had move in.[E43b] Money was tight, and a lot of the — I would say -
middle classes were moving out of them.[E 43c] 

Within this vantage. Territoriality and Ejqjanatm were antagonic coordinates, but 
were the viewptrints held by Mexican people. Multiple factors were against the barrio 
imity. Th  ̂were a constant disparagement of the Mexican vantage: 
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lllustrabon 22- Early 1900s, peaceful Meyer St. On the Mexican Barrio that was 
torn ckjwn. (UJ\ Speaal CollecGons Library) 

Illustration 23- Early 1900s, approaching La Placrta from east Broadway St. with 
San Augustine Cathedral on the right. 
(UJ  ̂̂ jea'al Collections Library) 



Illustrab'on 24- Early 1900s, aerial view overthe south with La Placita and the 
barrio on the tiadcground. (Arizona Historical Society). 

Illustration 25- About 1919: on the foreground Congress St. after the wedge 
had been eliminated; La Pladta.on the middleground when the 
towers of the church building were already gone; and further 
back, the Barrio. ^LtA Speaa! Collections Library) 
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1) First, a new cathedral was built on south Stone Avenue, which was the barrio's 

eastern edge at that time. The onentadcHi of the new cadiedral was leveised in 
respect to the old one. So diat its rear was toward the barrio and its entrance faced 
new Anglo neighborhocds develc îng east This accentuated even more the bar
rio's peripheral condition. Mexicans were loosing orientation even among them
selves; die coordinate of Mexican ethnicity was beccaning diluted placing their van
tage in internal conflict, that included views of Tucson and of themselves. 

2) The old church building passed throu  ̂different functions that progressively 
desecrated its symbolic meaning. It was finally demolished as a Tucson resident 
rranembers: 

" I think it was torn down not so mudt for the land — I don't remember what was built in its 
place — but it was that the people objected to a historical old church being used for just a 
garage, and cars, and oil all over everything.[J28a] it seemed like desecration.[J28b] 
Specially the Catholics, who remembered it when it was a church they went to.[J28c]" 

The old cathedral was demolished in 1936, and in 1940 was built the present wall 
of the wishing shrine. Again the shrine reinforced the Mexican communis under a 
critical situation. 

3) On the site of the old chuich was built the Greyhound Stagecoach Depot, which 
had its rear facing "La Placita" — the diminutive name of Church Plaza after the 
church demolition. The Depot was another impediment to prevent the definition of 
the barrio as a conmiunity. In a way, flie square recovered its first transient out
post character, and die bairio was redefined in its original peripheral condition. The 
various attempts of the barrio to establish itself as a stable community were 
blocked. It was not allowed to root itself in Tucson, despite 100 years of effort it 
was never accommodated. 

4) In Spanish, Pladta is in itself a pejorative denomination of plaza, though an ef
fective way of denoting smallness. The coinage was qmibolic of the shrinking 
Mexican presence. 

At this point the Mexican vantage lost strength, and it finally dissipated because of 
antagonistic cocodinates. The Mexican vantage became increasingly subordinate and 
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weak, and was subordinated to the Anglo vantage — definitely the dominant vantage. The 
subordination took the form of inclusion as containment, but not as incorporation. 

An urban sign of this inclusion is the City of south Tucson, phjrsically included 
within the City of Tucson. South Tucson has ap. autonomous municipal government, and 
its population is mainly of Mexican descent. South Tucson is like an island suirounded by 
Tucson, it even has its city linuts physically demarcated (Figure 21). 

Expmskm was held as the fixed coordinate of the Mexican view within a short 
time. Residential areas in the subuibs were flourishing. Some of the barrio residents and 
owners lefocused their interests and left the barrio. 

Mobility was regarded as the mobile cocsdinate: the automobile became an indis
pensable means of transport 

Expansion was the fixed coordinate of die country at whole; Tucson was no ex
ception, and developed an intensive horizontal growth. MobiBty fostered strong migration 
from the barrio to the e?q)anding suburbs. 

Mobility was definitely conceived as the fixed coordinate. As the Mexican vantage 
became contained by the Anglo vantage, values highly regarded by the An^o were being 
newly adopted by the Mexican. 

Decay became the mobile coordinate. Centrifugal reorientation of urban settlement 
motivated de  ̂deterioration in downtown Tucson, and in the barrio itself. Deterioration 
brought fiirtiier decay of the area. 

Mobility fostered migration fix>m the downtown to burgeoning subuibs, and mas
sive depopulation of residents and businesses. Though many Mexican families stayed in 
the barrio, those who were economically more stable left and either sold their properties or 
rented them. The barrio's western part — a neighborhood known as El Hoyo (The Hole), 
between Main St., Congress and 14th St~ was a strong personalized community of 
Mexican-Americans that lived there fOT generations. Their lives were based in the security 
of the Spanish language and their network of neighbors. From 700 barrio residents re
moved by urban renewal, two thirds were Mexican-Americans, and most of them lived in 
E! Hoyo. 

The barrio environment has often been described as one of decay and dilapidation. 
ID 1956, the City started talking about urban renewal, and warned the residents of the 
barrio not to in^prove their properties as they were going to be tom down. Legal permits 
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for impiovements in the area were not issued any more. Some people moved out and many 

businesses began to decline. In 1967, urban renewal fcHmaUy took place; the Cî  ap

praised the properties and razed the barrio. la those ten years tenants did not sign long 

leases and landlords did not make any r^airs. The houses, most of them adobes, showed 

clear signs of decline as they were not properly maintained. In Tucson, as elsewhere, the 

past was ccmsidered decadent; the Ang^o governing bodies viewed the Mexican barrio as a 

an obstacle to progress and its detractors would state that it was a slum area. 

Subordination of the Mexican vantage within &e An^o vantage generated a shift of 

viewpoints. As the advocates of &e Mexican vantage diminished, it ccmtinued receding, 

and became more subordinate. Variations of La Placita and its context were direct results 

of the Mexican viewpoint. Physical deterioration of the barrio showed the recession of the 

vantage. Hence, it lost strength, and in the 1960s the An^o vantage toc  ̂over the down

town. 

Decay becomes the fixed coordinate for the prevalent Ang^o viewpoint, barrio 

meant deterioration, it meant afGrmation of the past and an obstacle to future economic de

velopments. 

Urban Renewal was viewed as the mobile coordinate, and in the name of progress 

and renewal, the barrio was eradicated. 

Growth and mass production were the trend of the times. Urban renewal projects 

acquired a nationwide diffusion as a ̂ onbol of progress and development. They were 

oriented to the demolition of areas within the inner cities that were considered obsolete and 

decadent because th  ̂did not ccxnply with updated housing codes. The social factors of 

community and territoriality developed by the residents of those areas were neglected (Fried 

and Gleiche, 1970). Tucson was not an exception, and urban renewal focused on the old 

Mexican barrio, which was finally eliminated. 

Again, zoonoing-out fiom the barrio to the broader perspective of Tucson, Anglo 

ethniaty, though always present in people's thought, had been relegated to the background 

by other coordinates that came to closer consideration. The dominant Anglo vantage 

overshadowed the recessive Mexican vantage, which became included. Urban renewal, 

and tiie subordinate condition of Mexican ethnicity moved fra t̂̂ ard the oqpansicHiist mobile 

coordinate of the broader perspective to accentuate the decay of the barrio, and brought 

back a cmtrast between the ethnic viewpoints, as observes a Tucson resident (Appendix): 
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"What was urban renewal to many Hispanics? pi Ok] K was an /mglo government, de
stroying what had been a barrio, that is home to some Tucson Hispanics.[Bl oq ....So in 
one end you have the term banio, which many Anglos would interpret as meaning the 
poor area of decaying homes; but within the Hispanic community, barrio is pride of neigh-
borhood.[B11h] ....Weil, I think the word bam'o to the Anglo, for instance Tucson is conn-
posed largely of Anglo immigrants from the upper Midwest, who have rare contact with 
Hispanic culture.[B12a] You say bam'o to them and they think of the inner city, they think 
of ethnic stratification, of segregation.[B12bl ArxJ its cause to dispense that, to destroy 
that.[B12c]." 

Only three structures of the banio were retained: Casa Samaniego, owned by 
members of the Mexican elite and symbolized wealth; the FreaxKMit House'', owned by the 
Carrillo family ~ one of the oldest Mexican families in Tucson; and a portion of El Charro? 

a Mexican restaurant located in La Pladta. This banio establishment was popular among 
An^os and Mexicans, and in the years before urban renewal it was a landmark in La 
Placita. When I asked Eleazar Herreras if he remembered La Placita, he responded: "Oh 
yeah, it was very close to El Charro.]H6a]' Other interviewed residents also denote the 
popularly of the establishment: 

We use to go to El Charro restaurant at La Pladta.[D9j] We espedally liked to go in winter, 
with a cokl day, Mexican food is the rrxsst appropriate.[D9k] 

"B Charro of course was a favorite of everylxxly on town to go to eat[J23b] ....with family 
and friends, it was a worxlerful restaurant, really wonderful, the food was wonderful, 
pleasant.[J25a] The walls were decorated with Spanish fans, serapes and things.[J25b] 
Wasnt as easy to get to Mexfeo to get to see all that as it is when you have an 
automobile.[J25c]'' 

"Well, everytiody remembered El Charro restaurant.[B16a] There was Angtos and 
Hispanics going to El Charro in downtown.[B16br 

Urban Renewal hecaras the fixed coordinate. Reich (1966) points out that there are 
indications that the traditional enqihasis of urban renewal was on the re-uise of cleared land 
rather than on bettering the living conditions of the residents of the area for renewal. 

Presenratton became the mobile coordinate. Urban renewal created a sequel of 
discontent that ramified into other older areas of Tucson. Residents of these areas became 
aware of the need to protect their remaining heritage fiom the economic and speculative 
trends, caused by the increasing attraction of outsiders. 

 ̂ Josa M. Sosa built this house for his family in 1848. In 1875, Leopoldo Canillo bought the house and 
conditioned it for his family. Nowad^s it is a branch museum of the Arizona Heritage Center. Its was 
named after Governor John Fremont, who rented and occupî  itfbr afew months in 1880. The Hispanic 
community in Tucson thought the name should have reflected its owners and history. 
 ̂The family who ran "EI Charro* is still doing so, though it heis a new location in downtown. Whctt remains of 

the old restaurant has been transformed to 'Cafe Gazebo." 



Illustration 26- La Pladta in the 1870s 
(Arizona Historical Society) 

Illustration 27- La Pladta in the 1970s. 
(UA. Speaal CollecSons Library) 
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In ̂ te of the possible design qualities that the present Community Center might have, the 
loss of Ae banio was an ineversible aftermath with immediate negative social effects and 
further repercussion in the aichitectonic uniQr and continui  ̂of downtown. Fonner 
residents of the barrio believe that the downtown is dead because it has lost its heart 

Elderly people that had lived in the barrio and that were described as active citizens, 
lost of sense of identity when they were relocated. Clark and Fimhres (1978) interviewed 
five families that suffered relocation because of urban renewal Tlieir study draw the fact 
that the elderly residents died within a year of relocation after suffering depression and loss 
ofwiU. Loss of cultural heritage is also emphasized in the interviews. Stating that the hu
man element was overlooked and considered as dispensable as the accumulated belongings 
of the residents through thdr lifetime. 

The southern area of the barrio that survived to urban renewal is now o£5cially rec
ognized as Barrio Hist6rico and popularly known as Barrio Libre. Its residential roots and 
architectural interest called the attention of many who some years ago did not know what 
the word barrio meant Banks, real estate businesses and investors began to consider the 
historic areas as desirable; this attraction has incremented its eccHiorrdc value and they 
became a sign of status. For this reason the low inccHne old residents of Barrio Hist6rico 
are in jeopardy — qjecially those who rent and do not own the property — as diey can not 
keep up with the economic and social changes. 

Kelley Rollings rents property to low income residents of Banio Hist6rico and he 

sees the future of it bent and distorted by outside pressures. A local Tucson paper pub
lished his ideas, which clearly describe the shift experienced by the coordinate of preserva
tion: 

"Whenever you have a neighborhood which has quafity - because it has amtiente -
there are a few ix>n-indigerx>us pioneers who come to Dve there because they dont like 
th^r own culture. They're incSviduaEstic. They mix fairty well, because there are only one 
or two. The neighborhood welcomes them because it's a hospitable neighborhood. 
Then comes the second generation — the friends and acquaintances of the pioneers. 
Arxi if the pioneers are Anglos, the second generation is Anglo. They'll protiably also Pike 
the neighborhood, the feeling, the "vibes', because of the culture that built it and is Oving 
there. They s  ̂to the pioneers. Td like to rent there. Tell us when there is a vacancy. It's 
really cheap.' Those people are a fittle less accepting of the culture, less outcasts of their 
own culture. They bring more friends - usually artî s, the hip people, university students 
looking for cheap rent. The third generation is the last, and they're not so hip, not so ac
cepting of the culture. They expect things to go their way. think they're cool because 
they five in what they think Is beconir  ̂a status area Or they may recognize the value of 
objects nke architecture, but dont recogrvze the human value which gave birth to these 
structures. Once the third generation is in the process, it becomes almost irreversible. 
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And what gave the neighborhood its soul, which is its people, is destined to be displaced 
by pure economics. Arxl thafs where Barrio Libre is rww." 

Again, two antagonic coordinates shape the cognitive perspective of the mban real

ity. This antagonism strengthens tiie negative fixati(Hi against urban renewal in order to 

preserve the cultural values represented throu  ̂historic  ̂architecture. A positive conse

quence of this antagonic view was the legal protection of a ring of older neighborhoods. 

The historical evolution of Tucscm is better understood through the architecture of these 

nei^borhoods, now denominated as historic districts. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Reconstruction of the urban history of Tuc^n — with focus on downtown and its 
Mexican banio — highlights the concerns that projieUed the dramatic changes of La Placita. 
The diverse people that have lived in Tucson underwent cultural and social changes that 
have defined the particular evolution of the city. These cultural and social changes reflect 
the cognition of people and their impact on the built fom:. 

Documented history fiimishes the material observations of the evolutionary pro
cess, and oral history reveals its personal dimension. Both of them contrast the present 
with the past built form of Tucson, and they prove invaluable to the analysis of this devel
opment. This analysis brings ijp the significance of cognitive processes in configurating 
the environment, and the crucial role that cultural and social values play in those processes. 

Vantage theory models the complex urban growth and architecture in Tucson. It 

captures the origin of that complexity; the deq) seated reasons that Tucson's inhabitants 
shaped their town as they did. 

La Placita and its immediate surroundings has evolved under a varieQ'̂  of pressures, 
each of them resulting from the viewpoints of people through time. All these motives, 
founded both on ethnicity and economics, were translated with growing strength into the 
sh^pe of the area instigating its change of character. 

Tucson's situation as a fijontier town emphasized the ethnici  ̂of its two prevalent 
cultures: the Anglo and the Mexican. La Placita mirrors the changes these cultures experi
enced in their adaptation to each other. Its quali  ̂of open space within the urban fabric is 
its only remaining characteristic. The dramatic changes in its character — since its origins 
as an outpost of freight wagons from the east, its apogee as entryway of the Catholic 
cathedral at the heart of town, its decline and final destruction caused by urban renewal to 
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its x>resent condition of memoir — reflect how &e Mexican viewpoint gradually lost 
strength while the Anglo populaticxi gained a dcxninant position. 

Consideration of the square within a greater scope was necessary to understand all 
the forces that affected its variations. Isolating it fixsn its ccmtext would have produced an 
incomplete study, hence the importance of fac^g iirban issues mder a global view that in
terprets the broader relations between man and his «ivironmenL Definition of these rela
tions is the foundation for focusing on smaller areas within an integrated process. 
Hie process of urban growth is as organic as the human processes that push it forward, 
and its complexity derives fixHn Ae con^lex cognition of man. 

Vantage Theory promises an inaj^tfiil approach for understanding the issues that 
people value. The results of nondirective interviews reach theoretical saturadon when a 
san^le of individuals i<q)eat themes; tte repetition defines the cognitive coordinates of the 

population represented. Identifying coordinates provides valuable information to designers 
in architecture and urban planning. 
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ELEAZAR HERRERAS (age 93) Inteiviewed March 1,1989. 

How long do you Bve in this house?pi1] 
About 60 years.[H1a] 

When did you begin to Hvo in do¥mtown?pi2J 
I moved here in 1927, to this house.[H&] 

Did you use to go very often to the downtown area?[H3] 
Well, usually once or twice a day.[H3a] 

Were you working there^H4J 
Yeah.[H4a] 

What kind of wori( and wh0fe?[H5] 
Drafting with Mr. Justin, Henry O. Justin.[H5a] 

Do you remember La Pladta? What do you remember of it?[H6J 
Oh yeah, it was veiy dose to El Charro restaurant[H6a] ITiere were two streets this side of Meyer, 
Convent was another street[H6b] 

What do you remember of those places?[H7J 
I used to drive the hours that I wasnt at school, from 8 to 9 and from 1 to 2, and from 3 to 4,5,6 
depending on the day.IH7a] 

So you werjt many times irj a day to that square? What you use to do there. meetfriends?[H8] 
Weil, i use to draft, and when I was not drafting I was filing, filing plans; and if the floor was dirty. I 
swept; and if the glass was dirty I cleaned it[H8a] 

You cleaned it!?pi9] 
if the glass was murky I use to dean it[H9a] 

What glass, of a building?[H10] 
Yeah windows.[H10a] 

In that square?[H11] 
Yeah.[H11a] 

So you mainly were there working? What land of job were you dartg?pi12] 
PIcms for houses, for stores, school house once in a while.[H12a] 

Did you use to meet friends in La Placita?[H13J 
No.[H13a] 

So you only went tiiere to work?[H14] 
Yeah.[H14a] 

Were any more people there?[H15] 
Yeah, there was about three more.[H15a] We had a plan, you do the tradng. you do the floor plan, and 
you do the leveling on the plans; that was my job.[H15b] 

Did you ever go to downtown tor leisure?[H16] 
Yes. for shopping.[H16a] Once in a while to the movies, get a haircut; just to the ordinary necessities 
of life.[H16b] 

Were you living very dose to downtown?[H17  ̂
Right in the mî le of dowTTtown.[H17a] La Placita used to be between Meyer and Convent, Pennington 
and another short street that tan from Meyer and Convent[H17b] 

Where wasyourhouse?IH18] 
I lived in 566 S. Meyer.[H18a] 
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It was vary close. Did they celetusde many types of events, festivals, communis events?lH19J 
Yes, there were a lot ̂  differentiation between Mexican and American celeb '̂on, 16  ̂of September, 
5 de Mayo, 4th of July.[H19al 

Were all of them celebrated in La Plaî ?[H20J 
Yeah.[H20a] 

Was it an important square in town?[H21] 
It was the center of entertainnnent[H21a] h had La Plactta, a pavilion that raised above the ground 
about 3 to 4 feet, that was hexagonal; and had a rail up around 3 feet; and open from the rail to the 
roof.[H21 b] There's were the band use to play and the orchestra; their city license consisted of so 
many hours a month playing in the Placfta.[H21c] 

Did the ordtestra played every week?[H22] 
Oh yeah. Sundays, spedal hondays, 4th of July, that was their foe.[H22a] 

Wtat thepeopte did when the orchestra was flaying during these celebra&>ns^H23] 
Well, here's the pavilion, and about 12 to 16 feet of plantir̂  grass, then 4 to 6 feet the sidewalk.(1-l23a] 
The band would play, the boys would go to one side, the girls would meet them, arxi afterwards eadi one 
got a partner.[H23b] 

Would they dance on the celebra6ons^24] 
Well, once in a while they just., met on celebrations.[H24a] Those streets were vacant, no traffic, and 
you went up there, take a partner go out., and out there go dancing.[H24b] 

When these things happened, was the ̂ urch there?[H25J 
No they had this pavilion right on the center of the business, were the orchestra played.[H25a] 

Wiat other buildings where on the square'?I]H26] 
Well, no mudi.[H26a] On the east side was the Occidental Hotel, that comprised Placita to Convent; 
you might say that was the most important building there (̂ e refers to the church building)\H26b] And 
towards the north was the rear end of stores that were facing Congress St. and they ba  ̂up to La 
Placita. [H26c] On the south there was the Pavilion.[H26d] There was Monica Flynn, The Charro. 
[H26e] Monica Flynn was the owner of El Charro restaurant[H26f] Next to it was Canos drugstore, the 
owner used to live in the 2nd floor.[H26g] He was married to Monica's sister. Panchita.[H26h] 

Was there any theater or movie nearthe seiuaTe^127] 
Yes, there was an open air theater on what would be Meyer's and Broadway.[H27a] Cine Plaza was a 
dose building, had a roof on it[H27b] The theater used to work evetyday. it was very reasonable 
charged, 15 to 25 cents.[H27c] We use to have chicken dinner, believe it or not. for 25 cents per 
person. |H27d] They served a dish of ice cream.[H27e] 

At what age you began Bving in downtown^H28J 
I was b  ̂in Barrio Libre, which was S. of Meyer St. between 1 and McCormick. Main and Stone; I 
was bom across the street from 566 S. Meyer.[H28a] I was bom in 1897.[H28b] 

So now you are 92. WOWl Did you live all your life in Tucson?pi29] 
Yes except in 1972 and 1970,1 went over to Frisco, to the entitle with the title of Fellow Architect, and in 
1973.1 went to Europe. I went to... Lisbon.[H29a] In Europe they are not widening the streets, they 
travel sk3w.[H29b] They have problems, the same as we have.[H29c] 

Do you remember this buUdirtg? (̂ ure of st Augustine churchXHX)] 
Thafs the original St Augustine.[H30a] They've got its wiiidow in the present cathedral.[H30b] 
I went to church there once in a î ile.[H30c] OhI Those dc .̂ those were the days my dear (looking 
old photographs of Ote cadiedral and surTourKffngs).̂ H30d\ And Julius Flynn cut that stone and place 
it[H30e] W. Congress St. the Fox Theater in the c^errwon, hot as hell, nobody had a coat[H30f] 

Do you remember when the church turned to be a hotel and then a garage?[H31J 
There's the rose window buik]ing.[H3l3] ltusedtobeagarage.[H31b] That garage stood there for 
about 5 years and then it was demolished.[H31c] They took the window, arxl numbered and pteced 
them up at the Historical Society.[H31d] 
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Do you know why they changed tho qpon pavSon to an enclosed on0?[H32] 
Well it is a matter of money, the lettuce.[H32a] Its cost, cost, oost.|H32b] Its too bad that always we 
have to look \Kiiat is the cost to maintain it. what is the cost to heat it, wh  ̂is the cost to coo! it[m2c] 
ITS ». they gave up a beautiful place, the LKManning House in Paseo Redondo.[H32d] Manniî  was 
a man that finished the Santa Rita Hotel.[H32e] My dad was the constructor and he gave dad a job. 
[H32f| And my dad; Mr. Manning I donl think that I could do the job.[H32g] The hell can! [H32h] If 
money is bothering you. go to the bank and tell Fred Stuart that i1h. Manning is backing you; and you'll 
get all the money you want[H32i] 

When for urban renevifalthey tore down Barrio Ubre. aU SM^erand La Plaata...[H33] 
Well, they didnt tore down alL But they tore down arid rebuilt the TCC.[H33a] 

\Mtat do you think of tearing down a!! tftat area to txjiU the TCC^134] 
I think they dkl a ratten job, I told them time and time again: people dont come here to climb steps, you 
go up steps, down steps.[H34a] There isnt a place in the whole Isyout that couklnt been done with 3 or 
4 steps.[H34b] They dkint think of tourists arid oki people, they dont like to be climbing stairs.[H34c] 

Was there many people Bving in that area before uiban renewal?[H3SJ 
Yes there were people, they were taxpayers, and they found places for them out of the area.[H35a] 
But people were not happy.[H35bl Uka everything else, whan they come down to rectoing a town, there 
are people wtio suffer. [H35c] I mean they have to go and tiuikl a new house that costs money.[H35d] 
These oM buiklings over there were built by their grandparents and handed down.[H35e] 

Where you living in that area of La Pladta ?[H36J 
No, I was living further south, about 6 to 8 blocks to the south.[H36a] 

Do you remember how the construction of the Greyhound Depot charged the character of the square?[H37] 
Oh, those old buiklings... It's too bad that things like that wouk) happen, no matter where. Phoenix, 
Yuma, Prescott.. you name iL[H37a] It's all the same, it is a matter of time, the development; they call 
that progress.[H37b] There comes a time when a man has his reward, when all he has to do is his damn 
business[H37c] At what time do you think I got up in the moming?[H37d] At 12, there comes a time 
when a man can relax.[H37e] 

Have you been in the new La Pla/̂ ? What do you ̂ ink of it?[H38] 
As I say everything wouM be OK if they eliminated all these ups and downs.[H38a] if it had 3 or 4 steps 
it would be OK.[H38b] It is depressing.[H38c] 

What do you feel when you go there?lH39] 
Well, having known the bam'o, and having lived there among the people, to me its depressing.[H39a] 

Do you think the people were more united belbre?lH40J 
More friendly.[H^a] Now if you say hello to a guy during the whole aftemoon you dont know rx}thing of 
him.{H40b] ttobody kr»ws a damn about you, they dont care who you are.[H40c] That means a bt to 
me, going down the streets, say Hi; then you meet somebody you know, chat awhile, move cdong and, 
you know.[H40d] 

Goir)g back to how La Pladta vras betore, do you ttiink people from all Tucson used it or only the 
residents?[H41J 

No practicaliy everybody knew eveiybody.[H41a] We use to speak, chat; was like homelike.[H41b] 
As the Germans say: Haimutku" ...people of fireplace, home pecsple, people who lived here, their 
ancestors.[i-l41c] A new generatbn comes in to pkdc up the ashes. I can not understand, I'm oki 
fashioned.[H41d] 

What do you think was the main reason for tearing down the barrio?[H42J 
Well, some of it was all right[H42a] No objection to tearing down old buiklings that are on their last 
legs, to build new buiklings that will last 50 or 100 years.[H42b] But to tear down the whole site, all that 
area called urban renewal, and leave it as it is, to me is crimin [̂H42c] Sure you've got oM buiklings, 
out these buiklings have been there how k}ng?[H42d] Maybe 50 years, they pay taxes, remember they 
pay taxTC.[H42e] I had a piece of property, as you wak ly, if you took ky there is a fountain, in back of 
it there is a buikling, that was my property.[H42q They came: Yeah! I came out here from the 
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City.[H42g] IcameoutheretotellyouyouVegotIo move.[H42h] Look you've got to taflt with the 
tenant, I rent the plac8.[H42i] You tell them they Ve got to move.[H42j] No, you tell him![H42k] 

Did it so fast̂ H43J 
It's really suiprising, it happen in 7 days.[H43a] Good-by I see you on Court! [H43b] No! No! No![H43c] 
Yes! Yes! Yesl [H43d] You've got to pay me to nwve my tenants out; you've g<  ̂pay their move. 
[H43e] There was a mayor in the army, he wanted to open a n office; he moved in there.[H43q 

How bng it took since when th  ̂told you edxtutteamg down your pmperty, until it neally happened?[H44J 
About 6 months.[H44a] This mayor happened to be a dentist, is now at the Ttxson House.[H44b] 
He was of color. [H44c] When he tried to rent, he told me he had tried three times before, but because 
of his color he couldnt rent[H44d] 

Did tiie people agree wiUt urban renewal?fi14S] 
Yes, the people were informed that they were going to rebuild the town.[H45a] On such arKl such a 
day you should be out.[H45b] 

So did th  ̂ask the poetries' opinion?[H46] 
A hell with the opinion of the peopla.[H46a] We are buying all this land, and we, we, we, everything was 
we.[H46b] 

77)e major, Mr. Thompson, was cobred?[H47J 
Yes, he was the major in the army and happened to be War World I hero.[H47a] I would have knock the 
hell out of the first fellow who told me I coukin't[H47b] Here, you are sitting, nice coffee.[H47c] 
There. I go sweat, pack a riffle, protect your home; and tell me I cant rent[H47d] Thafs the way the 
army men look at it: I am protecting your house, and you wont let me rent a place because I'm 
colored.[H47e] Thafs disgraceful.[H47g He was my tenant for eight years.[H47g] 

Were Otere racial differences in Tucson on those days?^48] 
They say no, but I say yes and there are racial differences now.[H48a] 

Dki you notice these differences were stronger on some time ofyourlife?IH49] 
Yes, because in the old days, the oM pioneer days, there was no difference between black, white or 
brown. [H49a] Manny Drac^man, Roy Drat̂ man's father, owned tiie Elysian Grova.[H49b] They had 
skating ring. baIltoom.[H49c] It was a park, with a saloon at the entrarKe, swimming pool.[H49d] 
Further on to one side they had a bear.[H49e] You use to see Manny Drayman -I want to see Manny -
You see that guy in the bluejeans. shirt all sweaty.[H49f] He used to work![H49g] There were no 
differences between Manny Drachman. El Herreras, Joe Brown. We celebrated together.[H49h] 

Why do you think they changed the celebrations from La Pladta to Efysian Grove?[HSO] 
My dear. I wouUnt know.[H50a] With progress, things move, things change.[H50b] Certain things 
happen here, certain things happen there.̂ SOc] 

From El Presidio, Armoiy Park, Casa Cordoba. whKh one do you think was the core of downtown?lHS1] 
Elysian Grove and Cordova.[H51a] 

What things used to happen near Cordova?[H52] 
Used to have reunions, parties, having lunch there.[H52a] 

Even during weekends?pi53] 
Anytime.[H53a] 

Did tile Cordova Sq. use to have Mexican character?[H54] 
Meyer St, Convent St, Main St, from 18th to McCormkd  ̂used to have Mexican character.[H54a] 

So that was even more used than La Pladta?[H5  ̂
Yes, La Pladta was neglected atxi somebody had the guts to put a restaurant.[H55a] 

Were there several restaurants in La Pladta? Did the Irxiians came more because of the stagecoach^56] 
The Indians use to sell cactus, they used to take the spines off and roast it. adso tamales. I think... to 
eat[H56a] They soU practically every day.[H56b] The Indians were coming for years when Tucson 
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was an old pueblo.[H56c] They came with carts to commercialize.[H56d] They went by the houses 
and offer their produces: tamales. tortillas, mescal, roasted cacti.[f̂ 6e] That is rarely made now, 
probably near the San Xaxier Mission.[H5  ̂

How long do you Bve in this fmuse? Do you ke  ̂going to downtown?piS7J 
I live here 61 years and keep going to downtown to work, I worked every day and went everyday to 
downtown.[H^a] 

When did you notice that downtown changed, that k was not the main recroationTfHSS] 
Well, about 1925.[H58a] 

What was the reason for this change?[HS9J 
It was just natural growth, natural progress.[H59a] 

How was Barrio Ubre?[H60] 
Was I3(e a little village, lots of adobe houses.[H60a] Everybody knew everybody.[H60b] The neighbor 
had a key to the front door of my house.[H60c] Those days were days of good people.[H60d] If 
somebody got sidt my mother use to cook, take soup and meat; everybody called her Lupe.[H60e] 

Do you Mnlc some of tfto houses of the barrio had possbiKUes to be restored?[H61] 
Yeah, some of them have been restored. La Casa del Govemador, that I did, and Casa Samaniego, part 
of it[H61al 

Do you thinl( the Temple of̂ e Music and the Arts can be restored^H62] 
I worked in the original plans, we never got payed for that job; Ms. Heineman was the proprietor.[H62a] 
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DONALD BUFKIN (in his sixties) Interviewed on March 2,1989. 

Did you everSvadin dcmmtownTpi] 
Notlivedttfera.̂ la] I worked in downtown, I was familiar witt) downtown area.[B1b] 1 was involved in 
city planning , so I have reason to be familiar with the area.[B1c] 

Have you ever been to La Pladta squar9?[B2J 
IVe been there, in La Placita, the square that was there in the 50s.[B2a] Around that where a number of 
businesses; and of course, up until 1936. to the east of La Placita area, was the original Catholic 
Church, the door of which is in front of the Historical Sodety.[B2b] El Charro restaurant, the Vilanova 
bar...were in Camp Street (present Broadway Boul0vaid)J{B2x£[ 

Did you ever go to tite places around La Pfadta^BSJ 
I went to B Charro and Vilanova bar.(B3a] I went to eat in El Charro as a regular, and also had beer on 
the VilarK>va.[B3b] The back of the Greyhound Depot «vas also in La Piadta.[B3c] Ronquillo's Bakety 
was on La Pladta. [B3d] There was a kiosk, Tm not sure if it is the same of now.[6 ]̂ The Fox Theater 
was in Congress. [B3i] There was vitality and unk)ue social life on Congress St, across the street was 
El Cine Plaza (The Plaza Theater), and later on Reuben's GoMs Fumiture. and places like thal[B3g] 
Those businesses kiiKJ of patronized the area.[B3h] By the 50s, going on the 60s, some of the busi
nesses on N. Meyer St b^an to go out of business.[̂ i] All that commerdal structure showed physi
cal dec ,̂ as those properties changed.[B3j] You h  ̂more landlords, people who did not fix the prop
erty and rent it out cheapiy.[B3k] You had a t>ig number of people that were renting and not owning 
there.[B3l] Renting form l̂y grouped crowded barrios, was kind of changing into ...kind of physica!, 
economic, and so(̂  degeneration of the area.[B3m] And that came into the idea of urt>an renewal. 
[B3n] In other words, what you might be able to eradicate — urban decay — by physically desleveling the 
buiklings. reselling the property and having it redevek>ped.IB3o] And that was the idea of urban renew-
al.[B3p] The numt>er of people that were living in the area were moved to public housing, county cham
bers, La Reforma and adjarant barrios around it, I3<e Manso, Sin Nombrs, El Hoyo, and others.[B3c|j 
Now. the reason I say this, is because that had an impact on La Placita. and how it was used aruJ con
ceive in the community.[̂ r] The original project for urban renewal was all the way from Congress St 
to 22nd St, and from El Paso Southwestern Railroad to Stone; more than 400 acres.[B3s] And that was 
voted down in a publk; referendum. [B3t] And then the whole thing came back around, so that in the 60s 
the project was down to around 50 acies.[B3u] 

When was this referertdum?[B4} 
In the 50s, 57-58, the r̂ erendum was city wMe and had to do with the city going through an urtian re
newal cf such a magnitude.|B4a] Then in 1965, when started up again, they scaled down the whole 
thing down to 50 acres, between Cushing St and Broadway.[B ]̂ They bought all the property out and 
torn down structures, abandon property lines and right way lines, and replanned the whole thing.[B4c] 
The only structures that were saved were Freemont House and Samanî o House, anything el̂  was 
replanned.[B4d] 

How came the idea of building the CommunHy Ceriter where it is?[B5J 
Decayed buiklings and reuse of the land boost the kiea for buiUing the Tucson CommLnity Center.jBSa] 
The problem with 50 acres in that area, is that there wasnt a mcirket for more commercial.[B5b] And ur
ban renewaJ projects across the country tended to be used for governmental or public purposes more 
than for private purposes.[B5c] There were some discussions, at the time, atout buikJing a conventnn 
fadlity a  ̂a Misic Heill. in the urt>an renewal area.[B5d] The arguments were: Should it in the down
town area? Should it be in the mkitown area? Should it be in the foothills? Where shoukJ it be?[B5e] 
The final decision was to revitalize the downtown area by putting the conventnn center in the downtown 
area.[B5Q And then that what was the shops, some offices in the area of the convention center and 
downtown itsetf.[B5g] So, activity is there when there is a workforce during the day in downtown.[65h] 
But in the evenings, the idea was to have kind of a Mediterranean style staggered.[B5i] They took out 
the old grkl part of that area, like Meyer arxl Convent[65j] They took Broadw  ̂and transitnned it up to 
Congress St[B5k] Therefore oW Freemont House use to sit in Main St. whch is long gone, now youVe 
got Granada.[B5l] B îns the replanning of the Conventton Center, the Music Hall, the Little Theater; 
destroyed that okl grid pattern - kept two houses Samaniego and Freemont - this whole La Placita area, 
that contained the hotel at one end, not the HofKlay Inn, and then these specialized shops, including 
they retained the oM original El ChartD.[B5m] 
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Whsrs was the ̂ lurch in respect to the newplan?[B6] 
Actual Broadway, cuts, wqjes out the site wore the Old Church was. on the east, and later on, that bus 
station.[B6a] The proximity of La Placita to the Church meant that, well, like traditional Mexican plazas, 
it was a social center.[B6b] Like giris walked one way around the plaza and the boys in the other way. 
[B6c] Down in Sonora that is still the practice, just a sodal custom, and girls and boys get to flirt when 
they walk around.[B6d] The pai1< was adjacent to the church and was the entryway to it[B6e] But the 
area began to deteriorate; and the bars l̂ e Vilanova. L^al Tender, and some of those, they also re
flected the change in social conditions.[B6f] To the detriment of the area, there was a pretty rough Bar 
Beehigh near Ronquilto's Bakery; that was a problem for the polica.[B6g] Because of that change in 
nature of that area, 1 think it lost its family use or its sodal use; so it was a kind of a casualty of the de
terioration of that area.[B6h] 

What sort ofMngs do you recall use to happer) in these bars?lB7} 
Well, fights of course, and probably some prostitution.[B7a] Maiden Lane, north of Congress was the 
red area, it was wiped out when they widen Congress St.[B7b] So the red light district moved down to 
the barrio, to a street called Gay Alley, and then was known as Sabino Alley.[B7c] But on the other 
hand. S. Meyer and S. Convent St. were recognized as individual barrios with families.[B7d] What 
happened is that the northem end di the barrio began to commercialize, and you dklnt have residential, 
but you fiad your businesses, and your parlors and bars.[B7e] And thafs what began to deteriorate 
it[B7f] And then finally, some of those literally were abandoned or left vacant, bore of that, and that 
accentuated the process of decay.[B7g] So like everything else, we're talking about physical evolu
tion, physeal evolution of the downtown area, and the physical evolution of the area south of downtown 
area.[B7h] The term Barrio LK>re, wouM be generally used in many southwestern communities, in refer
ence to an area in which anything goes.[B7i] In other ways the law will kx>k the other way. it wouM be 
more tolerant.[B7j] 

Did families ever used L£l Placita durmg the S0s?{B6J 
At the time when the church was there it was a vital, almost a focal point of the city, of downtown 
life.[B8al That changed as the area changed, but it changed gradually.[B8b] The adobe walled struc
ture, the original preside fortified military garrison, was further north.[B ]̂ With the gokJ rush in Califor
nia, we fiad all these gokl seekers and the community of Tucson began to grow south, towards Sonora 
and towards the mission.[B8d] It didnt grow north and east[B8e] ̂  what that meant is that this area 
that we are talking about is one of the earliest portions of Tucson as it went out beyond the walls of the 
Presidio.[B8f] And then pictures of S. Mayer St from the turn of the century, it has the look of a Sono-
ran style.[B8g] For instance, if you wantto see what that looked like, all you have to do is to go down to 
Magdalena Sonora today, you'll see a community that kx>ked very much as how that area was.[B8h] 

Do you recall how was the Pioneers Plaza in the SOs, where Cordoiia House s?[B9] 
Is much later than that, if you kxsk at the Fergusson map, it was the Plaza Militar, which was behind the 
Mexican barracks[B9a]. The Pnneer's Plaza was another impact of the urban renewal.[B9b] That 
bkxdc, administer̂  the museum, was included in die uri>an renewal; but it contained the Rsh and 
Stevens Houses, which goes back to the 1860s, the Jacobs House, which is a missksn revival from the 
turn of the century.[B9c] There are historic buiklings around this block, plus the museum - the modern 
building art gaileiy.[B9d] So it gsve the whole thing some unity.p9e] They refurbished the historic 
houses, and making use of the yards of this irrterior portion, was called Plaza of the Pioneer's; to horx>r 
Tucson pioneers witii a plaque.[B9f] So before, this central space wasnt use as publk: space.[B9g] 
Those were private yards.(B9h] Remember your Sonoran style, well actually middle eastern, with p^k>s 
for family use.[B9i] Plaza of the Pioneer's was a modem...[B9j] The park area of La Placita was so 
small that it wouM be difficult to use effecthrely, it was more a decoratk>n, more a visual aspect than a 
piovkied space for some kind of use.[B9K] The shofss in W. Congress, you could also see that it was 
changing and not changing for the better.̂ 91] The barrio area in S. Convent when it was a very proud 
barrio with stable families.[B9m] That changed, but they have memories of the barrio in downtown, they 
were very sensitive of what was happening.[B9n] There are some strong feelings in the Hispanic com
munity about the urban renewal and the loss of homes.[B9o] There were also some rooming houses 
arourid that area, the Criterion Rooms, I thought that was a unique name for a rooming house.[B9p] 
There were freighting, transportation, businesses euid also was demand for commercial prostitu-
tion.[B9q] But the community changes, as the barrio changed, so the oM style of red light district be
came archaic.[B9r] The prostitution wasnt serving the community as a whole and it was kind of atail 
end of what had bron the tradition before.[B9s] Again, part of the decline of the arecL[B9t] To some 
degree Barrio Libre was. to some sort, like the present area of S. Cushing St[B9L'] It tended to get 
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commeicial to the north, doser to downtown area.[B9v] it was the oldest remaining part of Tucson, but 
on the other hand you did had the aspect d sium landlords, people who were not fixing out the property 
and renting it out[B9w] All the idea of urisan renewal, is that word, renewaL[B9x] In other words if you 
have physical decay, if you have a rotten tooth, you pull it. right? And that was the idea of urban re-
newal.[̂ y] The trouble with urî an renewal is that it is a physical response to what is a social and eco
nomical problem.[B9z] To what is a loss of 50 acres of town^B9aa] Now you have Armory Park, Barrio 
Hist6rico. West University Neighborhood, a whole ring of historic neighborhoods around the down-
town.[B9ab] Which shows that you can recolonize, repopulate, rastore.[B9ac] 

IM>en did the historic districts ware originatBd?[B10] 
This historic areas came after urban renew  ̂and almost as a response to urtaan renewal, the emotions 
of people who lived... [BlOa] There is another aspect to this thaTs interesting too; that is soc'ological, 
maybe is cultural anthropolo ,̂ is more than history; and that is Hispanic relations in Tucson area. 
[B1 Ob] In the period of time which it was down in the Hispanic community, now Hispanics represent 25% 
ofthepopulat'ion.[B10c] Have the Hispanics been discriminated 3gainst?[B10d] At what point has 
there been almost a self imposed segregation?[B1 Oe] Tom Sheridan in his work documents Hispanic 
occupartcy has been predominant south and west side, whereas postwar Tucson grew north and east 
through Anglo immigrationpioq And while Tucson has had less racial problems in terms of Hispanic-
Angb conflicts, than as Southern California, than as El Paso or San Antonio, Texas, and other m r̂ 
southwestern cities.[B10g] The tradition here seems to be that Anglos and Hispanics got along in Tuc-
son.[B1 Oh] There are Hispanics that served in elective offices, there are Hispanic businessmen.[B1 Oi] 
But the uiban renewal brings up the schizophrenia in the Hispanic community - this is a personal obser
vation of course.[B10j] What was urban renewal to many Hispanics?[B10k] It was an Anglo local 
government, destroying what had been a banio. that is home to some Tucson Hispanics.[B101] The 
barrio, in the case cif the uit>an renewal here, was a decay.[B1 Om] One that was largety Anglo owned, 
and yet rented out to poor Hispanics in conditions that were less than city code would permit.[Bl On] 

So it was largely Anglo owned?[B11] 
Yeah, yeah, largely rented out[B11a] There was a percentage of ownership there, and there is a tradi
tion in some of the barrios like Manso, El Hoyo, whî  is adjacent to Manso.[B11 b] Inddentally there is 
a map in Tom Sheridan's 'Los Tucsonenses', that shows the locations and names of the various barrios 
and uniquely enough, soma of the barrios, like the reference of Barrio Libre is a historical one; but some 
of the barrios are really more modem in terms of the naming and the evolutk>n.[B11 c] The point I am 
making is that in a Barrio like Manso there is a tradition of families staying there from generation to gen
eration, and pridefully doing so.[B11d] But that aspect does continue a segregation within the commu
nity, knowingly or randomly .[B11e] The pride continues the segreg3t»n.[B11f] There are people who 
were affected by urtian renewal who say their lives were ruined, they couk) not live anywhere else in the 
community and still feel the continuity and the tradition with the barrio they associate.[B11g] So in one 
end you have the term barrio which many Anglos would interpret as meaning the poor area of decaying 
homes; but within the Hispanic community barrio is pride of neighborhood.[B11 h] 

So the Anglos see this word with negative oonnotations?[B12] 
Well, I think the word barrio to the Anglo, for instance Tucson is composed largely of Anglo immigrants 
from the upper Midwest, who have rare contact with Hisp îc cu)ture.[B12a] You say barrio to them and 
they think of the inner city, they third: of ethnic stratification, of segr̂ ation.[B12b] And its cause to 
dispense that, to destroy that[B12c] In a community like Tucson, in most parts barrios like El Manso, 
Anita. Sin Nombre and others, there is a pride from people who live in those bam'os.[B12(q In one sense 
they tend to be poorer properties and they tend to represent at least spatial segregatnn; in the other 
sense they are continuity within the community.[B12e] 

When you just came to Tucson you also had this clear idea about barrios?[B13J 
What was l?[B13a] i was an Anglo coming to Tucson.[B13b] Actually I grew up in south California, so 
Hispanics were no mystery to me.[B13c] I went to school with people who ̂ x>ke Spanish, in Catalina 
lsland.[B13d] We pl̂ ed soccer against each other.[B13e] 

Do you notice difference between ̂ erektHons of Hisf̂ ics and Anglos in CaBfomia and in Tucson?[B14] 
Yes, I think so, the center of Hispanic population is in east Los Angeles, and right now they Eire having 
all kinds of problems with gangs, gang spread violence and that associated with narcotics.[B1'4a] I 
think we have a b'̂  deed less ̂  that here, eventhough the numbers are lesser here.[B14b] I think the 
Hispanic community here has not been strsitified in terms of juvenile gangs and drug distribution.[B14c] 
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When ¥fer& the governmental buildings done, betore or after urban renewat?[B15] 
After, in 1972. tiiey have not built the present La Pladta.[B15a] They were built on the period 65-72. 
[B15b] 

Why thoy E! Charm, washingoodoonditions?[B16] 
Well, everybody remembered El ̂ larro restaurant.{B16a] There was Anglos and Hispanics going to EI 
Charro in downtown.[B16b] Incidentally the planning director of Tucson who was involved in urt}an re
newal still is here in Tucson. Don Layloff is the guy that will tell you why they kept Samaniego house. 
Freemont House and El ChanT> Restaurant[B16c] 

Do you remember any big fesdvak or celebrations in La Plaata in the S0s?IB17J 
The Ofcj Resta de San Agustln got to be v  ̂rowdy at the turn of the century.[B17a] Originally it was a 
religious based fiesta but then it got to be like a Maidi Gras were everybody goes wiki.[B17b] It got a 
bad reputation and it began to come down and cut. it was cut down.[B17c] I dont remember... by the 
50s arid even in the beginning of the century, the wild fiesta San Agustfn was not observed.[B17d] 

/ ivas tokJ by E! Herreras that at the beginning of the century certain festivals were celebrated in La 
Placita?[B18J 

At the b înning of the centuty. yeah.[B18a] The new cathedral in S. Stone was completed in 1896, and 
the oki church which had been the cathedral no longer was needed as the cathedral; and later on it went 
into different uses, hotel, restaurant, garage[B18b] But while it was the cathedral obviously the net
work masses will be set in a deiily b îs, plus Sundays, made of La Placita a kind of front entryway into 
the church.[B18c] But after it ceased being a church rm sure that kind of use changed.[B18d] I not 
discount what Ed Herreras s^s, in terms of his long resklency here and his contacts with so many 
people broad  ̂in the community, induding being p  ̂of the Hispank; community himself.[B18e] When 
you talked to him did you speak in Spanish or English?[B19Q 

In English, I tried ̂ tanish when I entered, because his wife didnt speak English, so even when his wife 
came we were speaking in Spanish, between she and I, but he kept using ̂ >glish.[B19] 

Well, his working life has largely been with Anglos.[B19a] You know, it's a funny thing, again talking 
about my obsenrances of the Hispanic community in Tucson.[B19b] In the eaify 1970s, the Historical 
Society put a commitee together, primarily to research an attempt to put into use Tucson's original 
name streets: Calle de la Al̂ rfa. Calle del Arroyo, Calle Prindpal.[B19c] All the original names that you 
refer in the Fergusson map in 1862.[B19d] And on that committee was Carlos Ronstadt. Ed Heneras... 
it was a mixture of Hî >anics and Anglos.pi 9e] We were sitting in the committee talking, and the word 
Chicano came out. and these okler conservative Hispsinics felt that Chicano was disparaging and they 
dkl not like it. they were uncomfortable as it tend to describe revolutionary radcals, whidi they did not 
associate with.[B19q Now, weVe got Chicana for the a r̂essive Hispanic female and I think the word 
Chicano has got a rather broad acceptance, in terms of its applicatnn to more than the revoiutionaty 
Hispanic.[B19g] Is the word Chicano used in Penj?[B19h] 

Wien f arrived here I knew that Chicano was him who his parents were bom in Mexico, but he was bom in 
United States.[B20] 

Seems to me that the word Chicano has been used as kind of a reference of the Spanish activist, and it 
really brings up the other side of the coin.[B20a] Among Tucson Hispancs, who have reason to travel 
in Mexico, the Mexicam natnnal discriminates against or considers the American Hispanic to be some
thing less, than lets say, a Mexican natnnal.[B20b] Almost like, OK you went north and left your moth-
eriand for economic reasons so you couM live a better life, therefore I think less of you... that kind of 
attitude.[B20c] 
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ROY DRACHMAN (age 83) Interviewed  ̂on March 3,1989. 

Howhng did you Dve in downtown TucsonTpolJ 
I was bom in 1906 and spent my childhood Irving in downtown.p31a] Rrst in an area called Snob Hollow, 
in the comer of Main and McCormick stre0ts.[D1b] it was my grandmothers' house, made of adobe, 
with a porch facing west and another screen  ̂porch fadng south; where my brothers and I use to 
sleep.[D1c] So I slept outdoors IO<e I always did. until I got married and went to five near campus, south 
of Speedway, on Palm SL between Olive St and Mountain, that actually is a parking loL[D1 d] Later on, 
when I was seven, my father rented a house to Mrs. Brady, on Stone St and 17th St Our first house, 
on Mcun St had rooms on both ades of a long corridor. [D1 e] My parents use to sleep inside, but the 
kids, we slept in the porch, even in winter, and used the rooms for dressing up.pif] The bathroom was 
outside the house arid later on. we had one inside.[D1g] I lfl<ed to pl̂  with the Mexican kids of the 
area, specially marble&IPl h] 1 was very good with the marbles and normally bit all the Gringos, as I like 
to call Anglos.[D1 i] Mexican kids were pratty tough and very good playing marbles, so it was a chal
lenge for me to pisv with them.[D1 j] 

When you moved further south did you fteep gang to the area were you lived befyrs^2J 
Oh yeah, I had a lot of friends there and liked to go to play the marbles with the Mexican kids, once I 
won 4000. [p2a] There were two Chinese grocery stores in the NW and SE comers of McCormick and 
Meyer, and in the other two comers two bars.[D2b] The area looked very much like the present Bcirrio 
Hist6rico, south of Gushing St.[D2c] 

Did you ever go to Gay AIIey?p33] 
Oh yeah, I remember Gay Alley, it run from McCormick north up to Jad(son (in maps it is Ochoa St). 
[D3a] It was the prostitutes street[D3b] The buildings were adobe, with window and door, window and 
door; one after the other. [D3c] The giils were at the windows arxl men passed by and entered the door 
where they liked the giri.[D3d] There were 220 girls, controlled by the madam, whose house was in 
McCormick facing mrth; in a position where she could see all the alley.[D3e] On 1916, prostitutnn 
became illegal, and these buiMings were abandoned, so Gay Alley decayed.[D3f] 

Did you go to i-a PlacitaTpM] 
Many times.[D4a] it was kind of the central area of town.[D4b] There were several businesses in La 
Placita.[D4c] I remember its rounded park with a knsk in the center, and several benches around the 
park.[D  ̂ In those days the Indians use to come town with their wagons.[D4e] I think it was on Satur
days that they formed an open market in La Placita to sell their produce, rugs, baskets and a whole va
riety of things.[D4f] 

Where any other important events celebrated in La Plaata?CDS] 
Yes, many fiestas, like the 4th of July, 16th of August 5 de Mc^o, were celebrated there.[D5a] Armory 
Park and its park in front of the library became very popular for this celebrations.[D5b] They were also 
celebrated in Elysian Grove, a park run my father, dose to Cam'ilo School; that was open during the 
summer.[D5c] During the winter the business was out there, so my father opened the O r̂a House, the 
Broadway Theater, on Stone and Broadway.[D5d] These were very busy.[D5e] Movies tiecame popu
lar, and were the only distraction at the time.[05f] Orx» a week there was a variety show, and the peo
ple liked to see live show.[D5g] 

When did La Pladta begin to decay?[D6] 
Well, the whole area was deteriorating because the (»operties were not well kept, and some bad ele
ments moved to the area, generally those who could not afford to live eIsewhere.[D6a] Many blacks 
also moved in.[D6b] There was a black club, which had very good shows, with groups that played quite 
good music.[D6c] I enjoyed to hear them.[D  ̂ But the area in general lost its family character and be
came the rough part of town.[D6e] On 1930. a group of friends and I, bought the building west of La 
Placita and sperrt $36000 in its restorat'ion.[D6Q We talked with Geo Chambers, who owned at that time 
the buiMing of the old cathedral, esist of La Placita; and agreed on the klea of restoring the old flavor of 
the square.p6g] At that time the church buikling was ftjnctnning as a garage, after having been used 
as a hotel aî  restaurant[D6h] I remember it had a school on its south side.[D6i] Anyway, our idea of 
restoring La Placita didnt come through.[D6j] The site of the church was sold to the Greyhound De-

This interview was reconstructed and paraphrased from memory an hour after its 
completion, recording was voided by mechanical defect 
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pot[D6k] The bus station was built there, and its rear was facing La Placita.[D6Q This, and the kind of 
people that began to hang atound the bus statnn. annulled any chance to go ahead w  ̂the idea of re
covering La Pladta to transFonn itin atouns&:attrac&>n.[D6m] We thought of installing a curios shop, 
but then we just had to rent the building for offices.[D6n] We soM the property, and later on. part of it 
was Ronquillo's Bakery.[Dto] There were two hoteb on the south side of La Placita and El Chano 
Restauraî  on the north side some businesses were fadng La Pladta, and some were the rear of busi
nesses that faced Congress St[D6p] The center of commerce was Congress St., all the shopping was 
done there.pGq] When the automobile invaded the streets of America, the shops abandoned the 
downtowns to group in shopping centers.[D6r] All that time the Downtown Association of Merchants 
thought that commercial centers were not going to succeed, against what I believed was going to hap-
pen.[P6s] And the shopping malls also came to Tucson.[D ]̂ El Con mall was the first, it offered plenty 
of free parking to the customers, who didnt have to worry of finding pleice to park in downtown and then 
pay for rt[D6u] 

Why did the idea erf urban renewal chose the areac  ̂Barrio UbreTfDTJ 
In the 60& the federal government promoted the idea of eradicating areas of the cities that didnt comply 
with the codes and were considered condemned.p7a] The city vote for the klea of buiMIng a communi
ty center in that area.[D7b] 

Did the idea of rehabilitating those buBdings to use them as residential area was ever considered?[D8] 
All that area had skswly reached a state of deterioration that it wouM have been more expensive to try to 
save the buikiings.[D8a] And anyway the value of the land was so high that it woukint have been rea
sonable and affordable.[D8bl I was ̂ airman of the urban renewal program of Tucson.[D8c] At that 
time the Barrio Ubre was mainly owned by MexKans.[D8d] There were cases in whk:h the owners want
ed to receh/e much more money than what their property really was, as I sakl th? ifjllding conditions 
were of dec .̂[D8e] But those properties had a sentimental value for the people that owned them, and 
sometimes had lived there for generat'ions.[D8f] Many cases were solved in court to establish the cor
rect appraisal of the properties.[D8g] The rrarthem part of that site of the uri)an renewal was soM to a 
private deveIoper.[D8h] I was contracted as a consultant by the devetoper, and when he showed me 
the plans of what was the project idea; I was totally against iL[D8i] The klea went through and basically 
ts what we have today at La Placita[D8i] At that time my advk» was to maintain the height at one or two 
floors, maximum; with an adobe type or construction, that would remember the character of what La 
Placita was before.[D8k] We dkint agree and they did an underground parking and four to five ftoors 
height were dona.[D8q Since they started, those offices and shops are out of business, and La Placita 
is nothing of what it was. its character is totally differenL[D8m] 

When you moved near campus, did you keep going domttown ?[D9J 
Uif work was there.[D9a] When I was a sophomore student taking the first course of joumalism hekJ on 
campus; i deckled to quit studying, at the age of 19.p9b] The doctors predicted only one more month 
of life to my father, so I stop studying and dedded to woilc. eventhough I had been working since much 
younger while being at schooL[D9c] I never finished my studies at the university and my father lived for 
8 years more, eventhough his health was always delicate.[09d] My two brothers were also working, one 
in Steinfekls' shop and the other in the Statk>n.[I}9e] I continued working on one of the theaters 1 had 
been doing.psf] And tiie heaters were in downtown.{P9g] When i was in charge of the Fox Theater in 
Congress St, we dkj drawings of cars, we use to form crowds outside the theater; they were a suc-
cess.[D9h] I remember that the Arizona Citizen had their offices beskles the Fox theater and Geo 
Chambers worked there.[D90 We use to go to El Chano restaurant at La Placita.[D9j] We specially 
liked to go in winter, with a coM day. Mexican food is the most appropriate.tD9k] North Stone Av.. up to 
Toole, was also an area of downtown that had lots of activities, because of the businesses tocat̂  
there.[D91] I specially liked to go to Dooley's Varsity Tobacco Shop.p9m] He had pool tables there and 
was the spot where hgh school and university crowd would meeL[D9n] Also adults went there.[D9m] 
When ladies went there, they dkint stay for king, just for a while to buy and then go.ID9o] Dooley was a 
short guy. he organized Maidi Gras Carnival and paid $5 to the one that recognized him; everyone wore 
a costume and as he was small he couM easily be confused with any of the youngsters.[D9p] Around 
the 20s, he died at 45; we were good friends.[D9q] 

Nowadays do you ever go downtown?[piO] 
Oh, hcvdiy ever![D1 Oa] All my activities are now in this skJe of town p>e has a real estate business on 
east Tucson). ̂ P^Ob] There are no more businesses there.[D10c] Nowadays in America very few cities 
have their downtowns with businesses; the commerdal mall concept is so v^eiy spread, and so com
fortable for the customers, that the downtowns have turned to be more the government and cultural 
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canters with certain type of business different from retail, which is the one that attracts people.[D10d] 

Are you awaro of the activities to create an arts district?[D11] 
I do.[D11 a] What is that of an arts district?tD11 b] Does it mean that the artists are going to be hanging 
around downtown?pi1c] What is it?[D11<q Where is it going to be?[D11e] Where it î ins?[0111] 
Where it ends? P11 g] I dont thirdc thiare is a clear idea of what they are trying to do with the arts dis
trict. its being used to cover much more things than onty the arts.pi 1 h] The construction of the city li
brary in downtown could also be a mistake.[D110 it m  ̂probabfy work on weekdays, but what about 
the weekends.[D11  ̂ Who is goiî  to go there?[D11 k] The old Carnegie Library in Armory Park is at
tractive not on V by itself, but by its proximity to the p£vk.[D11Q Tlie libra  ̂should have been done in 
Rarxiolph Park, which is the geographic center of Tucson.[D11m] There is one library near Randolph 
Park, on 22nd St but is not the main library of Tucson.[D1 In] 

How werB the relaSons between Mexican andAnghs at ̂ e beginning of the centuiy?p312] 
They were good.[D12a] Many Mexicovis succeeded in businesses and as professionals.[D12b] There 
were many Mexican girls married with Anglo men and vice versa.[D12c] In my family one of my nephews 
married Ms. Castellanos.pi 2d] I think relations were quite good between htexicans and Gringos. 
[D12e] 
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ANNIE LAOS (60 years old) Interviewed on March 3,1989. 

IVegottogobscktoSp -̂ILIa] For about thirty years we havent been gone any place.[L1b] Wajust 
worked, and I had five children, all boys and we worked to get them educated; so we never get to go on 
vacation, well we went on weekends I3(e to Nogales or something.[L1c] 

Did both of you were bom horaTJ^J 
Oh yes, our chiMren are fifth generation Tucsonans, non Arizonans.[L2a] And so the very first time we 
ever got £iny place was to Spain! [L2b] I don't know how we ever bem there, but we went with another 
couple that just insisted that we go arKl it was quite an ordeal for us, you know.[L2c] Prepare for the 
store,the kids and everything.[L2d] Rrst the kkJs were already older, all my children were older.[L2e] 
But we went on one of those tours. KWA tours, only for ten days.[L2f] it was so monumental for us to 
get out of this town, and get away from the store.[l̂ ] 

You never went south of Nogales? Never have been to Mexico or someUtingW }̂ 
No! So here we go to Spain, and wc went to Tonemolirxjs fbrthe first four days, and then we spent the 
rest of the time in Madrid, and it was like paradise![L3a] Ifs neat, Ay,somehow or another I have to go 
badc[L3b] But since tiien. you know, since our chiklren are already graduated we have been travelling 
a little bit more emd...[L3c] But that first experience of havir̂  to get out, and then to go some place so 
far as Spain.[L3d] It was something! We had such a good time! I had such a good time with the people 
in Spain. Oh! The people in Spain are something.[L3e] The only thing that I was taken a bit by surprise 
was the food; because we are MexicEui-American descent, and I always figured that if you go to Spain, 
or Mexk». or something like that, youll eat exactly what we eat here, you know.[L3f] Ifs so different, 1 
was looking for the chili all the time.[L3g] Of course the food is delidous! But so much different, not 
different in taste or.„but different, European type food.[L3h] My very first experience on that was of 
course when you eat that food on the plane.[L3i] 

So that was the ffrsttrpyou didon apiane^L4J 
I had never been on a jet in my whole life! Can you imagine?[L4a] So, when we got to Torremolinos, i 
went down to the bea .̂ 'cause I love the water. Ah. the Ocean![L4b] 

So that ivas the first time you went to the ocean?[LS] 
Well, no. I have been to the ocean one time over on the coast[L5a] But we go down to the ocean in 
Torremolinos. and the first thing I see are those sardines that they have, that are smoked, delicnus! 
[L5b] I wanted to stay on, I wanted to stay there the rest of my rtfe![L5c] And the wine was very good. 
[L5d] Oh. I have to go bad(![L5e] 

How long you stayed there?[L6] 
Just ten days, but I have to get badc.[L6a] I have to go to the northern part[L6b] We had a cheince to 
go on all the tours; we went to Granada, and we went to Alhambra.[L6c] And we went to El Escorial. Ah! 
Oh! I thought i had died and gone to heaven; ifs just gorgeous![L6d] 

Tell me about your life in Tucson?p.7] 
My husba{\d was bom in Tucson, and all my immediate family.[L7a] I am what they really call a M l̂can-
American; my father bom in Mexico and my mother bom in lllinois.̂ 7b] They were mam'ed in 1916, 
when Mexican men didnt marry Anglo women, and Angk> women didnt marry Mexican men; but it lasted 
fifty six years, so I guess it was made in heaven.[L7c] But. unfortunately for me I never did„.you learn 
your mother's tongue; my mother never did speak Sp îsh, only spoke English.[L7d] My father con
ducted all of his businesses throughout this town only in Spanish; he had wholesale grocery in this town 
for forty seven years.[L7e] My husband's family, of course was here longer than on my maternal side. 
[L7f] 

What is your family nameTf̂ J 
Batford, it is a French name.[L8a] My f̂ er came to Tucson with his mother; his father had passed 
away in Mexico.[L8b] His mother brought the children, my father being the oldest[L8c] The story of 
how my mother got here I coukl write a book, but I wont go into that; is like one of those TV sagas.[L8d] 

When were you bom. Hit is not an indiscretion?[L9] 
I was bom in 1929 on December twenty six and went to a private convent school here in Tucson, called 
St. Joseph's Academy, ifs where St. Joseph's Hc îtal is right now, just in back.[L9a] And then, 
fortunately for me World War II came, while I was in the junior high portion of my education, and I got to 
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go ts public high schooL[L9b] But rm the only one in my 'feunily, of five girts, that went to a public 
school.[L9c] 

Are you the first?[L10] 
No, no, I'm the youngest of five girls.[L10a] I graduated from Tucson High and then went to the 
univer̂ , and work  ̂witfi my felher's wholesale groceiy, and met my husband and got married in 
1952.[L1 Ob] Had five boys, all of who have graduated from the university, smd they all went to the 
pubfic school system over here, and they are all doing very well in their present occupations.[L1 Oc] 

Where was your fsihefs groceiy stom locate<i?[L11] 
In the comer of Stone and Toole, where the Stone Avenue subway is.[L11 a] 

Where was your scinol?[L12] 
I got to go to Tucson High, but the elementary and Junior High that I went to was a private school run by 
the sisters of St Joseph's, it was called St Joseph's Academy.[L12a] 

When you were working ¥rith your fatiier, were you IMng in this house? (Her historical house on Armoiy Park 
neightiorhood, on the comerof4thAv. and 17th St)[L13] 

No, 1 was bom in the house that my mother and father had for fifty six years, on University Bd., ail my 
family was born there; the house is still standing. arKl my older sister owns it.[L13a} 

When you were worfdng did you use to waB< around downtown^14] 
Ah, 1 grew up at a time and period, and with a family that was very strict, in other words, I had a very 
sheltered life.[L14a] The only wsy you go out was if you went with somebody, you didnt go out by 
yourself, you didn't go downtown ̂  yourself.[L14b] And then part of that time when I was more confi 
kiK>wIe<^eable about anything was during World War il.[L14c] But yes, we did go downtown, and we 
usually walked, walked down through 4th Av. subway to dowrTtown.[L14d] All of the shopping was on 
Congress St, aking Pennington and along Stone Av.[L14e] My father's business was only like two or 
three blocks to the north of the downtown businesses, so his banking business and his business with 
the people of the city of Tucson, was done in the downtown area, where the Pioneers' Hotel is; all the big 
stores were there.[L14d] 

Do you remember La Pladta on those timesTJLIS] 
Yes, but..l remember the location, but we were never alkswed to go around it[L15a] You know, my 
mother and father...my mother and father's family structure was very strict, I guess maybe because 
they had five girls, we were not being albwed to do a k>t of things.[L15b] 

So whenever you went downtown to shop, you went with your mother artd father?[L16] 
I went only with my mother or with my older sisters.[L16a] 

So you could go the girls alone, wHh your sisters? Did you ever go to La Placita?p.17} 
No. what we would do is go to the university, 'cause it was very close to our house, was only five blocks 
from our house.[L17a] So in tiie afternoons, like on Sunday afternoons, we would walk from our house 
to the OM Man.[L17b] But we would not usually walk from our house to like La Placita. that was in a 
portion of town that we were not allowed to go to.[L17c] 

Why you were not allowed?PL18] 
Well, because I think my mother and father felt that there were people of lower class, and that sound 
ridcubus, but i think that that is'what they thought; and they didnt want us assodated with a tower 
class.[L18a] 

Andafter, when you had charKO to go t)y yourself, I suppose when you got married, did you kept this image 
of that area?[L19J 

No. when we got married we moved to the far east skte of the city of Tucson.[L19a] We were living, 
when my first chiM was bom, we were living in the 5400 block in E. 8th St, wheh was between Swan and 
CraycFoft, just off of Broadway.[L19b] At a time when there wasnt anything there, it was just desert; 
and there was a housing development there, and thaTs where we lived.[L1 te] When we first got mar
ried. before I got pregnant with my first chiM, we lived with my husband's mother and father, who lived 
on the south side.[L19d] And 1 was still woridng with my dad at the time, being a working person, 'cause 
rva been woriung sirKe I was tweh/e, I worked with my dad's wholesale warehouse since I was twelve. 
[LI 9e] The idea was that you just..you just go to work and you come home arrd thafs it, go to church 
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on Sunday, and coma hotne.[L19fl And your activities were more home oriented, more so than going 
out; if you ever did go out. you go to a concert, or you go to a ballet, or you go some place ia<e that 
[L19g] But for actual recreation time, we did most of our recreate at home.[L19h] After weVe got mar
ried and weVe moved to the east side. I was mainly preoccupied with my children, at that period of time. 
[LI 9Q Then in 1962 — I had three boys at that time — my husband had an opportunity to buy the drug
store at S. 6th Av. and 17th St, and we deckled to do that[L19j] Then we decided tiiat it was ridiculous 
to travel on this side and live way out on that side.[L19k] So when we found this house for sale, we 
tMught it and then we lived in this housa.[L19q And tiien is when.„and the idea that maybe you're not 
going to be tied down so many years with your chiidran.[L19m] Itien is when I became a little bit more 
aware of what is downtown.[L19n] Iknowitsoundsridiculous, but really it is the true.[L19o] I also be
came aware of the schools ̂ at niy children were going to. what schools?[L19p] And I became more 
aware of.... right about that time started the urban renewal, and the possibility of having the community 
center put in a very populated area, and averĵ ing that we had known in this town - although I wasnt 
really responsible for it - but we always knew it was there, the possibility of hawng that gone. [LI 9q] 
Then is when I became very concerned about the possbiTity that they were planning to put the Freeway 
through this town, and what have youVe been toM and around this that you hear.[L19r] The people that 
were here, the people that livad here, in this partKular neighboriiood for generations. [LI 9s] I started 
working very seriousty, atong with raising my chiMren. taking care of my husband and working at the 
store at the same time.[L19t] In actively, I wouM say fight, 'causa it was a fight fight against the free-
w  ̂that was going through, it was call̂  the ButtarfieM Freeway.[L19u] We came, the people on this 
neighborhood bec^e very, 1 wouM say dose, because we knew we had the freeway as a peril. [L19v] 

Had urban renewal already been accepted in the area?[L20] 
K already had been accepted; it had been voted down five times by the city, by the city people.[L20a] 
And they finally ...they just pushed it through.[L20b] 

So the dty accepted it?[L21] 
Mmm...yes, the city accepted itthe City was the one that was pushing it[L21a] The people of Tucson 
didnt accept it. they voted it down five times, in actual referendum.[L21b] 

Even though the people of Tucson voted against ̂ ../L227 
They still kept bringing it bad(, and they kept telling aveiybody that it was progress and that the City of 
Tucson needed a community center.[L22a] And evanthough there were other acceptable sites ctose to 
the downtown area, that would not disrupt all the people that lived in the barrio.[L22b] Politics is very, 
veiy heavy whan it comes to things like that and they prevaned.[L22b] The people were actually...the 
people who lived where the community center and La Pladta shops are right now, were actually as if 
someone had taken one of those big budcets that they move the earth w ,̂ and they were just gobbled 
like that and thrown.[L22c] They weren't even pakl adequately for their property that they had had for 
generatk>ns.[L22d] People win had fived down there, people who had property down there, people who 
had businesses down there; they were actual̂  |ust..Trisy were disp!aiced.[I.22e] And that partnular 
time the federal govemment didnt have the laws that they have now.[L22q They never ware ade
quately moved, and they were never ad^uately compensated for tieing movad.[L22g] And of course, 
now there are federal la  ̂that say that if somebody, through condemnation, if you have to move, you 
have to be placed in safe and decent housing, in that particular time there was no laws like that[L^h] 
Some people that we have gotten to know in barrio, that had had businesses in there, they actu l̂y 
died.[L22i] Some of the older people of the oMer f̂ ilies, the shock was so traumatic that they actually 
perished.[L22j] Because of it. fight as they wouM. they coukint make any inroads, they were not lis
tened to.[L22k] Some of them did get lawyers, and some of tham dkl get to court and try to get a higher 
price for their property - yes. and soma of tham dkint have the means, you bet{L22l] So that was all 
happened and the shock of ̂ at has never left the oMer people of the dty of Tucson.[L22m] So. then 
comes the idea of a governing body - about that time - that they had to have a freeway from the interna
tional airport to the community center.[L22n] They dkint care where they went they didnt care where it 
went. It was im(»rative that the tourists coming from the airport couM get to the community cen-
ter.[L22o] And it was going to be right through this neighborhood on 15th St. this is 17th St —this 
street here is 17th — and it was goir̂  to take out the whole btock between 15th arid 14th St[L22p] So 
then IS when I got it figured that we just had enough, we were up to our ned(s with politics, and the 
pushing and the shoving of the governing bodies.[L^q] And it was about time that somebody stood up 
and said that NO, you cant do this.[L22r] So, that's easier sakl than done and sometimes people who 
are very set in their wrays, are actu l̂y fr̂ htened to do. they're frightened to stand up and say you cant 
do that, you're infringing on my personal rights.[L.̂ ] This is the land, you know. I live in a free coun
try. and I can live wherever I waint and the freeway is rx>t going to go through my house, you know. 
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[L22t] So in ordertofind some people tiiat I could, that i call the core group. I had to get people who 
lived in that area and I didnt have enough money to hire a lawyer inyself.[L^u] So I had to get people 
who lived in that block that they were going to cut. that qualified for legal aid, in other words, their in
comes were at certain level, were they could get a lawyer because of their income.[L22v] So I finally 
found five people like that and weVe got a lawyer, and ws started petitions, public meeting and so, it 
was about one year fight[L22w] But during that time, people became - speĉ ly in this area - becsane 
absolutely aware that YES you couM statKl up, spedally if you were in a body, you know, in a group, 
and you couM fight for your rights.[L22x] We defeated, but we defeated it throî h a fluke, and that was 
because of the wishing shrine.[L22y] The wishing shrine...l have to tell you the story about the wishing 
shrine...! didnt know at the time we were fighting, that by some quirk of nature the wishing shrine was 
going to be our saviour.[L22z] 

I hgard many stories about tho wishing shrine, about Hs origin.[L23] 
Yes the origin dates back to 150 years ago. that's been documented, and what it was is that..it's a leg
end. and its a legend to a bad guy. and there was„.there's many stories but the one that is most com
mon is tliat there was a tove triangle of a lady, and her husband, and a young sheep-herd that lived right 
there in that area.[L23a] And the young man became very er»mored the lady, and one da  ̂her 
husband came in town and he killed him. and they threw him - tiradito* means castaway - they threw 
him etnd they buried him there, in unconsecrated ground.[L23b] And he was like, he became a martyr 
and the little "viejitas* (old ladies), from all around the bairn - lowing that he was buried there and not 
in the cemetery, and he didnt have any...you know, the last rights and any blessings or anything like 
that - wouM put candles in the grave, so that..you krow. tiie spirits wouM grace.[L23c] That's the way 
it started, and during the war. during World War II, although I never did see it, like I said because I lived 
over there and I was never alk>wed to come over here.[L^d] But they say that during WWII that..oh in 
1936, they built the wall in back, that wasnt there for a long time, that was built in 1936.p^e] But they 
say that during WWII, the mothers and sweethearts of the men who were in the war. will go and light a 
candle and make a wish; arxl that ̂ e candles were from where the wishing shrine is, all the way to the 
street.[L23q 

Oh how niceipL24J 
I wouM have loved to see that, i never dkl get a chance to see that.n-24a] Anyway, the way I got into 
the wishing shrine is that a very good friend of mine called me one day, she knew I was working desper
ately to try and get the freeway stopped.[L24b] She said: two men from the Arizona Highway Depart
ment are going to meet with some pwple of the bcirrio, to show'em where are they going to move the 
wishing shrine.[L24c] She s^s. you want to come Annie? Yes I want to come.[L24d] Anyway we met 
at one of the motels down there the freeway.[L24e] And here they came from Phoenix, from the 
highway department, they had drawings of were they were going to move the wishing shrine, or they 
were going to put it up on stills and let the cars underneath of iL[L24f] Because, we found out later — 
the freeM  ̂— eventhough the kiea of it was to come from the intematnnal airport and leave off on the 
community center, in older to get money from the state and from the federal government it had to hook 
up to 1-10.[L24g] There had to be a hook up to 1-10 so that there wouM ingress and egress to this leg of 
the freeway, arxl they absolute  ̂needed that in order to get money to pay for that freeway.[L24h] So 
when I found out. I went to a lady in the unhrersity. who at that time was having her doctorates in folk-
bre; we present̂  the wishing shritw and told her what was going to happen, how peritous it was. and 
time was of the essence.[L24i] From one day to the other, they would bring the bulMozers and they 
wouM knock down things, and you didnt know when you got up in the morning, you dkint know what 
was going to be gone down there.[̂ 4j] So anyway she immediately began the papers for the National 
Register, to put the wishing shrine in the National Register.[L24k] Because if it was on the Natbnal 
Register, it would be protected by the federal government and they could not give federal money to 
move it or to destroy it, or to disturb it in any way; and therefore they couM not get money for the 
freeway.[L24I] in three months, she had...we all worked like mad, but in three months she had it on the 
Nation  ̂Register, under an emeigency clause; and because that wishing shrine, placed on the Ncitional 
Register, we defeated the ButteifieM Freew .̂[L24m] 

But J think they actuaily changed the origina! place of the wishing shrine.[L25] 
Lots of people had s£ud that, but ifs not true, quite possible it's not in what you see it, it was more of a 
mound of dirl[L25a] Then they eaid at one time th  ̂they had put old tires. hoM on rubber tires around 
it. to protect it; but it w  ̂probably in the v  ̂far part of the lot or it was in the very beginning of the lot 
[L25b] Lots of these things have changed in between, there was no roads, and there was no pavement 
or anting, but the actual site, give or take the tot. is the originaL[L25c] Sabino Otero, who was an old-
timer in this town, years and years ago, youll run across ttiis name in the history, he gave the lot, vntti 
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that mount of diit which was el Tiradito. ha gave it to the city.[L25d] And then Mr. Herreras who is an 
ardiitect and I know you will ran actoss. he is the one that built the walL[L25e] So anyway that was ail 
about in...and then eilong canie_.[L251] 

So you worn very involved in mamtaining the chafacteristics of what existed?[L26] 
Yecdi. and then along came an election of the mayor of the cicf of Tucson, atxi the msyor who was run, 
the mayor who was the inconvent wanted the freeway and he thought uibisui renewal was the best thing! 
[L26a] His name was Jim Cortiett. and he had been mayor for about two or three terms.[L26b] He was in 
front di an election, and there was another man running against him, the name of Murphy.[L26c] So I 
went to Mr. Murphy and told him: we are going to ha/e a <andle light vigil at the wishing shrine, if ̂ u 
could come, and as one of your poHtical platforms tell these people of tfie barrio that you are against the 
Butterfield Freeway, that you dont want their neighborhood disrupted.[L26d] I will personally guarantee 
you. at least4000votes.[L26e] So he agreed! And he came! And he won! Andhewasmayorforten 
terms.[L26Q 

When did he began?[L27] 
This was about 72.[L27a] 

Just w/ien the urban renewaI?[L28J 
They had already taken and tom down all of the businesses in Congress, and where the community 
center was they have already started, they have buiit the Placita, they had already realigned all the 
streets.[L28a] By taking out that neighboriiood there, where the community center is, took away busi
nesses. they took all the pmple, the businesses all went[L28b] For a long time, the planners and the 
govemiî  people, the politideins; they couldn't understand that[L28c] But it was the people living in 
the beuTlo, that sustained the bu^nesses in the downtown areaL[L28dI They were the ones that went to 
Walgreens, and they went to Woolworth, and they went to McLellans, you krxjw, and they did all their 
sho^ng right there, once they were gone there is nothing![L28e] That is the pMoblem we have with 
downtown at this moment, there's nothing down there{L28f| There's the government buildings and the 
banking buildings, but after 5 o'ckxdc, there's nothing, there's nobody, there's no peopte.[L28g] There 
is nothing, because there isnt anybo  ̂living there.[L28h] That tong area there, people could be living 
there, then your commercial businesses will come back, but until that happens there is never going to 
be anything in the downtown area, except slums.[L28Q 

Do you go to downtown^L29] 
No. and 1 am six blocks away.[L29a] 

Not even to the Tucson Communis Centar̂ LSOJ 
No, you know they always toki everybody just to appease them, that the TCC was going to be for the 
whole c  ̂of Tucson.[L30a] I wouM say, only majf̂  once a year, do the people of the south side and 
the barrio, and this neighborhood, get a chance to go to the community center, the prices are too high! 
[L30b] That one time, is during the Mcuiachi Conference, when tttey kind of have the "puestos" (BOOTHS) 
out, and then they can actually go and see the community center, and see inside the buildings, and see 
the fountains, and hear, its free![L30c] 

Whenisit?lL31] 
Ifs in May.[L31a] 

Ah, el Cinco de Mayo?[L32] 
No, ifs not the Cinco de Mayo, it varies, but its usually in May, during Mariachi Conference, and what 
happens is that they bring Mariachi groups from all over the worM, and they have workshops, and they 
have a week tong conference here in Tucson.[L32a] And it combines with what they call Garbaldi night, 
and thad's the night or that's the day, one can go downtown.[L32b] They can't do it another day; the 
tickets to any of those functions are too expenshm, at least for them to partk:ipate.[L32b] Armory Park 
Historic District came because of the ButterfieM Freew ,̂ and with the knowledge that we've got the 
wishing shrine on the National Roister, it protected it; ifs like it put a fence around to it[L32c] So I 
thougM to myself: Tm not ever going to let this happen agpn, so what I want to do with this neighbor-
hood?[L32d] It put an imaginary fence around it a  ̂putting a district together, putting it in the Natnnal 
Register.[LSSe] It is a beautiful idea; and it was a veiy new kJea! Uh, we had to convince the dty.[L32f] 
And in oî er to put tiie district together, and this is where Professor Giebner helped, we couldnt have 
done it without him.[iJ32g] Each block, each city block of a proposed area according to city barter or 
laws, had to have 51% of owner prope ,̂ agree to iL[l.32h] So if you had 32 bk)̂ , and that is how big 
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this place. Anncry Park is. its 32 blocks.[i.32i] You can imagine what kind of woik we did to get 51 % of 
eveiy blodc to agree that it should be a historic district: the advantages, the disadvantages; but the 
advantages outweighed the disadvantages.[L32j] 

What were the disadvantages?[L33] 
Well, the disadvantages is, that if you own property for speculation, there is no buikiing that not should 
buikl in accordance to the district, the architectural design...[L33a] You can buikil That is what people 
do not understand. You can build on a vacarrt house, but the architecture has to be in keeping with the 
cotor, of the material, the roof, and the architectural design.[L33b] Some people who did own some of 
this large boarding houses ak>ng 4th Av., only owned it for speculafon.[L33c] The klea was that with 
the Community Center arxl La Placita, we were going to have tots of peo  ̂down here, well be going to 
have great bq offnes all over, h'gh rises all over, so lets buy a couple of pieces of property and lets sit 
on it for a while and speculate.[L33d] i put a stop to that, I dont kntw whether irs good or bad, but I 
could tell it was the only thing that couM be done in order to protect ourselves and to protect a little bit of 
what we had in the past and that was the ony way we could do it[l̂ 3e] So at that particular time 
Professor Giebner was having his seniors do a project, and they invsntored this neighborhood, from 
that inventory I took and fiiied the papers for the National Register. I did it! [L33f] I sat at the typewriter 
for three months and did it[L33g] I could have had a professional to do it. but I didnt know at the time 
that I could have got a professksnal to do iL[L33h] I dkl it because I knew I had to do ft[L33i] I didnt 
know who to get to take the pictures of all the houses for me, so I hSred a boy that I knew that could take 
pictures really good, he went around and took pictures of all the houses for me.[L33j] And about that 
time we put together a neighborhood association; I put it, I incorporated, got the members together, got 
the peofî e interested.[L33k] And took $168 of my money — which I never did get pay back ~ $168 to 
incorporate, to make it a non profit corporation, which is what we did as a neighborhood association. 
[L33l] My idea was - and they do do this in other historic districts throughout the whole United States -
through your non profit association, when the houses in the area that is designated historic, come up 
for sale, the association buys them, aixj then stabilizes some, it does emergency repairs, and then 
sells ftem to families who ^er a screening process, the association knows are going to live here, have 
children here, send their kkls to the school here, artd generally be in this area and not foe transient 
[L33m] There were some people here that found that I was terrible, they found I was a racist, and they 
found I was negative, and that I would discriminate against race, color or religion; whidi I never would, 
because you set it up so there Is no djscrimination.[L33n] And 1 was literally, literally physically booted 
out of there, I was drummed out physically.[L330] Ah! And you think to yourself, after youVe put so 
much work in it, that you will make friends; ;̂ u make enemies.[L33p] 

So the people in this neighboriiood are not united?[L34] 
Not any more, before there wasnt anything that you could pick up the telephone and call anybody 
whenever something happened, they'll conie.[L3 ]̂ Oh the school is another thing, you know, we went 
through a desegregation case in the cî  of Tucson for Tucson Unified School District and Safford 
School, whrch was part of the historic district, 'cause it was built in 1918.[L34b] It was in the segrega
tion case that went through the federal courts.[L34c] So I had to fight for Safford, so that they wouldn't 
close it[L34d] Because we felt when we put Armory Park together that there were places that were re
ally like the hub of our neighbortwod, that was Safforc School and the library, the Carnegie Libr̂ . 
[L34e] i finally got Saffoid School, now nobody will ever touch it; but I havenl been successful in the 
library.[L34f] 

In what sense, do you agree with the Arts Districts plan to make it an Arts Center?[L35] 
Oh no! Thafs my worst worry.[L35a] Rrst of all the new library funds were voted down four times. 
[L35b] Each time kept it behind, which was remanent of urban renewal, history repeating itself, arxJ fi
nally theyVe got it pass.[L35c] A new ISsrary in the downtown of the city of Tucson is the most ridicu-
tous idea; eventhough they say that every other n:a-or dty in the whole United States has a main library 
in the downtown.[L3  ̂ Each one of those cities has regretted that they put the library in the down-
town.[L35e] Om^a, Nebraska b one, in ̂ ct they even left two libraries, they thought the new main li
brary was going to revitalize the downtown; they had to open the Old Library up again.[L35f] in 1969.1 
went before the Council with a proposal, I even had dollar figures; because myself and other architect 
worked very ctosely-[L35g] And what it would do? What happen if the dty of Tucson wouM built a new 
library in the comer of 22nid and Columbus?(L35h] There is a branch library there now, this was before 
they built that branch.[L35i] They had almost eight acres of land that the dty owned, already on that 
comer of 22nd and Columbus; which was on the geographical center of the city of Tucson, accessible 
from £my point along a major thoroughfare, along 22nd.[L35j] And leave this downtown as a historical 
downtown branch that only had been acces^ble in the downtown.[L35k] 
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But actually there is a library in Columbus and 22nd.[L36J 
Actually, afterwards they built a small branch and sold the rest of the acreage, they should have never 
done it[L36a] They had ertough acreage that the city already owned and they had preliminary plans to 
put a b^ch libraiy tiiere.[L3Sb] So I tokd. dont put a brandi libraiy there, and put your repository for 
your books there — 'cause that's what they really need, a repository — and leave this alone.[L36c] Let 
us get matching grants so that we can bring that building, the Carnegie Libraiy, back to its beautiful 
begin, architecturally intact, and let us use it as the downtown branch.[L36d] And at that time there was 
availability of matching grants supporting historic buiMings.[L36e] 

Whan was thisTlLST] 
This was 69-70, the same time we were doing eveiything, we were kind of doing everything at once; ixit 
that dkJnt work thrDugh.[L37a] Since then it has bmn ̂ ht after fight, for that library.[L37b] Now. I met 
with a girl that is the director of the Arts.[L37c] And I toU her that since I had no official capacity, I am 
just a reskierrt, a long time resider̂  I said Tm the one that put the building on the National Register. 
[L37d] I sakl, but what are you going to do to it?[L37e] Its going to ruin its integrity and it is not right 
'cause this is a beautiful buikiing.[L37i] Ifs been obliterated over the years by lac  ̂of knowledge of 
historic architecture, but that can all be put back, and it can be put baî  what means it can be re-
stored.[L37g] I had the original set of plarts fbrthat libr̂ . And it was Andrew P. Camegie 17th gift, in 
his whole givings.[L37h] Andrew P. Camegie was a philanthropist and he gave money to kns of cities all 
over the United States to start Ibraries. this was his 17th gift[L3  ̂ I dont think it should be modelled, 
it shouldn't be, to me, if we do anything else it will loose its integrity.[137]] K it looses its integrity, we 
might not be able to get the building back the way it was.[L37k] Ifs changed, so, what I've been trying 
to do is to get a different focus in that buikjing.[L37q The Arts District is very, very politealiy ...ifs the 
in thing.[L37m] I do not agree with the Arts District idea, it stinks.[L37n] Those businesses in 
Congress that they hiave put, I dont think they are never ever going to work, 'cause there is no F>eople 
there.[L37o] The Arts District is a persorial problem for me also, because my son Roy, who worî  in the 
City Council, is one of its promoters, so whenever we talk about that, it is a f ight[L37p] 
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LUCILLE JUUANI (90 years old) interviewed on March 20,1989. 

/ would Ikd you to introduce yourseS, where and when you were bom; and ff you are not a native Tucsonan, 
when you first came here and what ¥fere your first imfmsskms of it?[J1] 

Well, I was bom in a very tiny town way 'cross GS90tgia.[J1 a] It was sudi an insignificant place, that my 
father, who was from Charleston. South Carolina, told me th  ̂when people ask me where Iwasbom.to 
just say I was a little southern girl.[J1 b] My sister was bom in Savannah. Georgia; but it was all-right for 
her to say Savannah, because was of course a beautiful big dty.[J1c]  ̂coming from Georgia our first 
trip west, was to Sarrta Fs in New Mexico.[J1<q My father was a top auditorfor a number of railroads. 
[J1 e] He worked at the auditors offices at one time or arx>ther, not for one but I guess most every rail
road in the United States.[J1f] So wherever they happen to be, and he got an assignment to go. there is 
where we went[J1g] I spent all of my baby years ar̂  my growing iqj years, on the train.[J1h] Wedid 
live in Santa Fe for four years, but ttiat was the tongest time we ̂ ayed anywhere until that time.IJ1 Q My 
father made many t̂ >s to other places, but we were nicely settled there.[J1 Q So he left us and went off 
and came back home.[J1k] Then we went from Santa Fe to Prescott, A^ona, and settled there.[J1 Q 

mother decided that wift four girls — one a new baby — it was time we settled somewhere so we could 
all go to school.[J1 m] We had just been in little private schools, wherever we were for six or eight 
months. [Jin] What I learned up until the time we arrived to Prescott. I really learned from my father. 
[Jlo] When he was home, he was very busy teaching my two oMer sisters and myself, to read and 
write.[J1p] So I had a really splendid beginning in that[J1q] When I got to Prescott in 1907,1 entered 
to second grade, although I had never been to anything but a little kindergarten.[J1 r] 

What age you were?[J2J 
I was nine years old. When we settled in Prescott, my father went off on all these assignments, and 
came back.[J2a] We stayed there and went to schooL[J2b] I didnt see nearly as much of my father as 
I would love to, but he didnt think that was going to last for even so we were just kind cf roddng along 
with that kind of a home system.[J2c] When he was coming home, in Phoenix, he got very sick on the 
train and they send him to the hospî .[J2d] He had flenomeningitis, which was fatal then.[J2e] It was 
sort of a communicable thing tiiat they didnt know when or where you got it[J2f] But he did, when I was 
tweIve.[J2g] So my mother was really stranded in Prescott[J2h] Since people who have travelling jobs 
of that sort, never own a home; we were just living in a rent̂  house.[J2i] There wasnt any background 
of money, because my father, instecKl of working for one railroad was working for m£my{J2j] Whatever 
any little pension he got, wasnt going to be any good to us at all.[J2k] It was very tough sledding !{J2I] 
We stayed in Prescott because my mother felt tt̂  it would not help any of us to try to move somewhere 
else, tsecause what we needed was an income, and there wasnt to be any.[J2m]  ̂mother really had a 
tough time bringing us up. but bioî ht up we were!![J2n] Then when I was twenty two. I met my hus-
baiid. who was sertt by Ae Dead Arms Cure to Prescott; where an old army fort had b^n converted into 
a tubercular hospital for the war gas victims in France.[J2o] He was given six months to live when he 
came from the war.[J2p] He live to be severity years old, and I think some of that was because he was 
sent west[J2q] He was in the hospital at his home in New Haven, which is a terrible climate for respira
tory things, just terrible.[J2r] Further more, the doctors did not know how to treat those gas victims, 
th  ̂didnt l̂ ow.[J2s] The first thing about it was that they had no idea the gas stayed in the lungs and 
started eating away and cause tuberculosis.[J2t] Similar to the siricosis miners get.[J2u] You can 
have diseas  ̂lungs for a number of reasons; but the doctors were not aware of the damage the gas 
did; it was befc^e X-Tays.[J2v] So many, many of them died.[J2w] Who would not have dî  had they 
understood what it was going to do, they shouM have been sent home immediately.[J2x] And instead 
my husband was in all five battles in War World I, was just tiack in the battlefield the next day, so no 
wonder.[J2y] So I met him in Prescott, we fell in love and eventually we were married.[J2z] That was a 
very good thing for him, to have a little home of his own and something to live for.[J2aa] After w^e 
been married ayear and a half, he dedded that he was well eraugh to get back to college, he left New 
York University College to go to war.[J2ab] So we came to Tucson, and he got back into the university; 
that is why we came down here.[J2ac] So you asked me what my impression was?[J2ad] Well 1 had 
hardly been out of Prescott since 1907 and this was 1923.[J2ae] Prescott is a beautiful little mountain 
town.[J2aQ it had far many pine trees than it has now. lot cS rocks, 5200 feet of snow in the winter, 
beautiful spring and summer.[J2ag] You know....l thought of Tucson we got here the last of August 
so that he could register on time.[J2ah] We had to find a house, a place to live, and I just thought it was 
the most hkleous! Desolate! Horriblel place I ever, ever come toll [J2ai] I didnt like a thing about it, just 
absolutely nothing. [J2  ̂ it was just an endurance test for me. i think you do need, generally speaking, 
to live in Tucson a little while to leam to like it[J2ak] But it is so much a prettier place mw. that it was 
then, it was really quite barren, there were very few trees; people just accepted it. just as desert, I dkJnt 
try to do much about it[J2a]] 



140 

In what area of Tucson were you Ihnng^JS] 
Near the university.[J3a] We never lived south of Sixth Street, we didnt, just because we never hap
pened to find a house there.[J3b] But our home was almost on the 1400 block of East Sixth Street, that 
is the block behind the stadium.[J3c] The first house we had was in North Tyndall. and you live south of 
Tyndall.[J3d] 

No I Bv9 in North Tyn(̂ , Bko two blocks north of Broadway. Broadway is tha beginnirtg ofnotth.[J4] 
Oh. all right, we lived...! forgot the number of the house but it was about three blocks north of Park Av. 
and campus.[J4a] It was walking distance; and of course everybody wralked then, hardly anyone had 
an automobile.[J ]̂ That was in 1923, there were veiy few automotjiles; and Campbell was ̂ e last 
street east[J4c] 

Did you use to go to downtown?[J  ̂
Of course, but I walked.[J5a] There was a bus. but you coukJ walk; and from there to town it weis a very 
pleasant walk.[J5b] 

How often did you use to go?[J6] 
There were no cars, no stop signs and there was nothing to impede your prDgress.[J6a] Going to down
town from our house we would go down to bad( of MattsfeM and cut across on, come out at the comer of 
Congress Street and Fourth Avenue subway.[J6b] You dkint just v<alk the way you do in your automo
bile. you follow a road and then you turn to get where you want to get.[J6c] It was only about a fifteen 
minute waIk.[J6d] 

Were there any houses?[J7] 
Oh yes. Cctmpbell was really the end of town, there were a few houses beyond Campbell, but not 
many[J7a] But Campbell was the last north-south street at that time.[J7b] 

Mainly for what did you use to go to downtown?[J8] 
Well, all the beautiful stores were downtowa[J8a] There was a perfectly wonderful grocery store down
town, for years and years and years, run by a Greek family, it was at the comer of Broadway and Stone 
Avenue.[J8b] They wrecked it just a few years ago, but th  ̂poor man had to go out of business when 
the downtown collapsed, when the shopping malls came in.[j8c] The great success of the shotting 
malls was plenty of parking.[J8d] By that time nearly everybody had an automobile.[J8e] If you went 
downtown while you parked on the street if you could find a placa.jJSQ if you parked in the shopping 
parking places like Jacoma's and SteinfeU used to had, they would give you a stamp so you didnt have 
to pay.[J8g] But otherwise people going downtown dkl pay, and you never heard such a sqwak, was ten 
cents that put it out of business.[J8h] That selfish sim^e ̂ ing put out of business SteinfeM's beautiful 
department store and Jacome's perfectly beautiful.[J8i] When the Pioneer Hotel had afire, it just died, 
because people saM: we dont want to go there anywsy because its in downtown, and all because of 
parking .[J8j] 

Around what year came the shopping mall$?[J9] 
El Con was the first one.[J9a] There was the most magnificent hotel called the Conquistador Hotel. 
[J9b] It was built there at a great, great expensel[J9c] These developers came in. walked the land and 
wredced down that hotel, it just vanished.[J9d] It had the most beautiful garden, it was a crime! Now 
they are complaining that they dont have good business because there are too mamy malls.[J9e] But 
the shopping mall certainly changed Tucson.[J9l] When people did go downtown, you always saw peo
ple you Icnew. who went and it was just a bvely way to say hello, how are you. whafs happening to you; 
your neighborhood and everything.[J9g] After the malls came in, a k>t of that neighborly spirit just van-
ished.[J9h] 

What straets ofdowntovm you went more often?[J10] 
Well, my husband's taw office Wcis in the Valley Bank buikling, which is still there, theinks goodness, at 
the corner of Stone and Congress.[J1 Oa] Near his Valley Bank building, next door to it. was a fine elec
tric shop, WoohMorths, a real spleridid store.[J10b] Across the street, on the comer was a beautiful 
drugstore.[J1 Oc] Anything you Wcinted was within an area of three or four b!o<  ̂around there.[J1 Od] 
When we had a car, I use to drive my husband downtown to his work; and often I would stay around for 
shopping, so I was very familiar with the area.[J1 Oe] Anyone who came to Tucson, wanting to open a 
real nice store, wouki find a kx:ation downtown. [JIOQ Everything downtown was very nk».[J10g] 
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Did you over went to the area were La Pladta and the Mexican Barrio was?[J11J 
That was our Sunday excursion.[J11 a] Everyone in town just loved to go down there.[J11 b] It was very 
interesting, because the Mexicans, who had lived there for so long, many of them didnt speak a word of 
Engfish.[J11c] They all sat out on those Fittle cement stoops in front of the door, which are higher than 
the sk)ewalk.[J11d] Allthe neighbors would come over, there would be chairs and everything out 
there.[J11 e] They sat out there to watch all the passers ̂ .[Jl If] But if they were entertaining friends, 
their patio in the backyard was the place were they fived; and you'd never got to see that, unless you 
were invited in.[J11g] 

Were you ever invited in?[J12J 
husband was.[J12a] He spoke...leamed Spanish at the university.[J12b] He took it right away be

cause he knew that he wouM need it[J12c] He was a good linguist[J12d] He wanted to learn Spanish 
so he dkl.[J12e] When he finished his law course and began to practice law; he had many Mexican 
clients berause he wouM speak th«r language.[J12q Well, he was a good iawyer.[J12g] But I mean, 
that was the main reason they couM talk to him arxl underhand what it was all about[J12h] I had the 
feeling and I still do, that aî ones legal affairs are very private matter; and Harry never wanted to have 
the family incorporated in his business life.[J12i] So, I never went with him when he went to see people; 
and he went to see many people.[J12j] Few of those M îcans had a car, maybe one person wouM 
have a car and they would pool rides to go to work, and that sort of thing.[J12k] They were a little 
handicapped about transportation.[J12l] It was a little chore for one of those early day Mexicans if 
you'd say come and visit in my office in the Valley Bank buikjing.[J12m] If wouM be sort of afr̂ htening 
experience for them to get in there, go up in the elevator to see the iawyer.[J12n] It was sort of a trau-
ma[J12o] If he werrt to their house to see them it was a very flexible thing.[J12p] So if they asked him 
he wouM come to the house, he would always go.[J12q] If they wanted to come to his office that was 
fine.[J12r] Then he had some accident cases.[J1&] One quite a famous one that he fought for nine 
years against the Southern Pacific; for a poor Mexican who was hurt in a railroad acckienL[J12t] 
He won every time, but the railroad kept appealing the case.[J12u] The last time the judge said to those 
lawyers dont come back again.[J12v] It wouMnt be permitt̂  now; but they always found some little 
excuse because they dklnt wantto pay.[J12v] In the meanwhile the poor man died; so here was the 
widow with six children.[J12w] Harry got a really splendid settlement for her and helped her got her in
vest in government bonds, setting aside for each diiMs' education, and he ĵed her find a house to 
buy.[J12x] 

Do you thinfc that if the accident happened to an Angto worker ttie company would have appealed so 
rnuch?[J13] 

Sure there were many. many, many.[J13a] So it d'idnt matter the fact that he was Mexican?[J14] No. 
except that he neither could read or write.[J14a] He needed someone capable, to protect him. [J14b] It 
was because my husband spoke S^ îsh that that man heard about him and ask him to come to see 
him.[J14c] So that was one of his friends he went to see down in the barrio.[J14d] But he had many 
friends among the Mextsans.[J14e] 

So you use to go on Sundays?[J1SJ 
On Sundays, on West Congress Street, below Stone Avenue, there was a Mexican Movie theater. 
[J15a] 

Oh, I have a photograph here, maybe that is the one?[J16J 
Maybe you have, it was the one and only.[J16a] 

Was it in Congress?[J17] 
It was a nice movie, and a k>t of the Spanish teachers in the schools took classes down there to see the 
Mexican movies.[J17a] 

Was this one?[J18] 
No, that l̂ er became a Mexican iheaier for Spanish speaking pictures.[J18a] But this other was fur
ther down there, it was just as the...ah k>t of these malls theaters are you know.[J18b] They just simply 
get a very big space and put a stage for the screen; put the chairs, and off they go and call that a the-
ater.[J18c] 

Vl̂  it an open airtheater̂ J19] 
Oh, no, no. The open air theaters were not in existence then.[J19a] They came later, they call them 
drive-in.[J19b] 
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Was Otero any open air theater in la Piacrta ?[J20J 
It might have been, but it wasn't for movie pictures.[J20a] One thing is that the light in Tucson would 
discourage that, because it wouidnt get dark enough to see the screen until nine o'clock at nighL[J20b] 
In Tucson, spe l̂y on the summertime, the ni»  ̂part of the day is from about five o'clock until about 
nine or ten o'clock at night, when everyone is tired and wants to go to bed. [J20c] It is only the new
comers who get up late in the morning, ten or eleven o'ckx^c when its alre^y terribly, terribly hat.[J20d] 

Te/y me more about Otese Sunday evenings when you used to go downtown^J21] 
On West Congress Street, down near the theater a lot of very nice Mexican people, had stores and 
shops.[J21a] The first Jacome store was there; they sold mostly what they call dry goods, materials to 
make ctothing, children shoes and things Oca that[J21b] Later they moved on up on Stone Avenue, 
into their big kively quarters, but they were down there.̂ 21c] I remember one of the greatest pleasures 
were the k» cream pariors, and anobier fittle place where in season, you could take your whole family 
down there and have a slice of watermeion.[J21d] We used to go to the Fox Theater for a show, and 
then we would always go down on West Congress, arxl have either some watermelon, or ice cream, or 
something that the Mexean people had arranged; it was very, very nice.[J21 e] 

Was this inclose shops or open air in the street?[J22J 
Ah, closed. There was never room enough to have much ̂ ewalk cafe effect, and flies, you know ev-
er̂ ing.[J22a] It was more sanitary inside, and so I dont remember much about it being an open air. 
[J22b] Then, after we got a car, only after we got a car, that we ever go roaming down on Main Street 
and all through the barrio.[J22c] They had bakeries, wonderful bakeries.[J22d] We got our bread in a 
Mexican bakeiy, even until we moved to California in 1945.[J22e] There was a bakery called Zappias. 
[J22f] 

in the barrio^J23J 
Oh yes, it was down near El Oharro.[J23a] El Charro of course was a favorite of everybody on town to 
go to ecit.[J23b] 

How was EI Charro, what type of restaurant, I know it was a Mexican restaurant, Iwt did it had a yard?[J24J 
No but the Okl Adobe had a yard, where, if the weather was good, you could sit out there and eat; but 
otherwise you had to eat indoors.[J24a] That is on Broadway, just before, lets see, right around the 
comer from Stone Avenue.[J24b] On the west side of the streeL[J24c] It no longer is a popular place 
to eat[J24d] It use to be wonderful there, many shops were down there too.[J24e] 

Tell me more about El Charro, did you go often with your family and Mends'̂ JZ  ̂
Oh sure.yes. Sure with family and friends, it was a wonderful restaurant, really wonderful, the food was 
wonderful, pleasant[J25a] ITte walls were decorated with Spanish fans, sarapes and things.[J25b] 
Wasn't as easy to get to Mexico to get to see all that as it is when you have an automobile.[J25c] 

Do you remember any other restaurants or shops that were in that square^J26] 
One of the oldest restaurants in Tucson was a Greek restaurant, but it was further down Congress. 
[J26a] 

Atthattimewhen you use to go to B Charro, was the building of the chun:hstil!there?[J27J 
No, when I first saw the Saint Augustine Cathedral, it was just a shell.[J27a] K had just disintegrated. 
[JZTbJ There was this great t>ig arch which was saved by a man in town who worked for the newspapers. 
[J27c] They were going to knock it down too.[J274 He managed to save that and took it out to his 
house yard for some years, until the historical society had the money to fix up their buikilng and it is 
there.[J27e] But my first visnn of it were just the four walls, even the doors were gone. K was just al
lowed to disintegrate.[J27f] 

The building was tore down in 1936.[J28J 
I think it was tore down not so much for the leind — I dont remember what was built in its place — but it 
was that the people objected to a historical oki church being used for just a garage and cars and oil all 
over everything.[J28a] it seemed like desecralion.[J28b] Spedally the Catholics who remembered it 
when it was a ciiurch they went to.[J28c] 

Do you remember if at̂ one tried to restore it as a church?[J29] 
No, it was too far gone; it couki have been done.[J29a] But there was a big cathedral downtown, and 
another beautiful Catholic church down on Sixth Avenue, you know that[J29b] So it really wasnt 
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needed quite that badly, and had it been I think they would have restored it[J29c] But it probably fell 
into disuse through la  ̂of patrons.[J29d] 

So the church gone, how was the charactar of this squam, howdid it k)ok^J30] 
Tacky, and there was so much dust in Tucsmi in that pefiod.[>130a] Now we have miles and miles of 
pavement surrounding the city.[J30b] This has cut the dust[J30c] But i think also the climate has 
changed, we use to have terrft>le dust storms all summer k>ng.[J30d] Anound the old cathedral it was 
not paved.[J30e] It was crummy, very crummy k>oking area[J30q 

IVas it mostty empty of people?[J31J 
Well. scarca.[J31 a] You know Aat if you want to have a business to make money, you cani afford to 
hcive your business on a place were people are not going to shop.[J31 b] The big topping area was all 
paved, nice sidewalks and stone building, and everything, within a radius of maybe ten bkxjcs or so all 
around the center of town.[J31c] And this was a fittle off to one side, a little back you dklnt see unless 
you went through it[J31d] 

So mainly most of the pe< }̂le pst pass the square to go to El Charro restaurant?[J32J 
Well, you had to go to the restaurant you didnt pass by there, but it was right near.[J32a] El Charro was 
... well I'm a little tiny bit hazy about ̂ aL [J32b] But anybody else can tell you where it was exactly. 
[J32c] But I think it is a little before the Marriot Hotel, just around the comer from Stone and Broadway. 
[J32d] 

But the entrance was facing the square.[J33] 
Yes, I think so. Have you ever met those people? Because the same people own El Charro.[J33a] 

Do you remember if Ihsre ivas any big celebration or Festival ISce the Cinco de Mayo, or this kind of things in 
downtown?[J34] 

Oh yes, always. I would say the Mexicans were 90% Catholics.[J34a] There was always a religious 
ceremony going up eind down the streets.[J34b] That is the thing that I remember about Seinta Fe, New 
Mexico, young as I was.[J34c] Nearly seem to be at least once a week, while there was a lovely parade 
of a sairit, the priest, sometimes the bishop.[J34c] Religbus ceremonies and the Cinco de Mayo has 
always been a big thing in Tucson.[J34d] 

Did you ever go to these celebrations?[J35] 
We dkl.[J35a] 

Do you remember something special tiiat happened?[J36] 
No. for me it was...l lov  ̂it all because it was colorful and meaningful.[J36a] There was always a 
reason for these things, but I wasnt a Catholic, so I didnt get the full impact of the meaning of all 
that[J36b] The Cinco de Mayo of course while everyone in Tucson knew about the Mexican 
Revolution.[J36c] 

Apart from the religious parades...JJ37J 
They were small parades, not like they are now, like this great big Rodeo.[J37a] it always was good, but 
it has gotten bigger and bigger and bigger and more impressive as the years went by.[J37b] Its a 
tremendous thing. They had over two hundred thousand people on the street to watch that this year. 
[J37c] When we came to Tucson in 1924there were thirty thousand people living here, and that includ
ed all the Mexicans, who were almost half the population.[J37d] 

Which of tiiese celebrations or festivals you thought was the biggest?[J38] 
There really were not too many of any sort th  ̂I remember much about[J38a] I had three children and 
they were badly spacad.[J38b] I had a girl in Manfeid's Junior High and two others in another school, so 
I was really busy with my chiMren.[J38c] There was a tovely trolley that went from the university gate to 
downtown and you could take it[J38d] On Sixth Street there was a bus, so I would take that.[J38e] I 
was the kind of a mama who had breakfast before ever daddy went off, arKi lunch at noon, dinner at 
night[J38f] I went to the grocery store, which was the first Safeway in Tucson, down near ttie comer of 
Park Avenue and Sixth Street[J38g] I walked down to that market everyday and got everything fresh, 
if we had a refrigerator, and we didnt have one for quite some lime, we had an oM k:ebox.[J38h] You 
still wanted everything fresh, so I had to go marketing practically everyday, do all that cooking, no such 
thing as a dishwasher.[J38i] I was very, very busy, just with my famiIy.[J38j] If I wanted to do those 
things I'd probably couid nave iet some of it go by the board.[J38k] 
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So you say you left Tucson in 194S?IJ39] 
Yes, but we left tiien for two reasons.[J39a] My husband had ̂ ce(4ed a position in Phoenix as the 
first assistant of the district attorney for the state.[J39b] We intended to move to Phoenix but the war 
wason. [J39c] We couldn't find a house.[J39d] We ha  ̂already sold our nice house here.[J39e] After 
a year arx) a half he enjoyed the work a great deal, he was quite an authority in municipal law, which was 
a good place to practice at[J39q But the man he was working for, had to run again for reelectbn.[J39g] 
He really turn out to be a very unsavory person.[J39h] My husband didnt want to get out and campaign 
for him, because he didnt want him to be reelected.[J39i] He coukl ran himself as he was the deputy. 
[J39j] it wouldn't have been nice, people do it now; but he would not have done it because he wouldn't 
regard it as a moral thing to do.[ji39k] So he decided to res^n.[J39Q We came back home and then 
to  ̂a little trip to Califomia.[J39ml We hadn't been out of the state for the tengest t'me.[J39n] There 
he ran into soma old law students from Universify of Arizona who were practidng in Califomia.[J39o] 
They said: my heavens why do you st̂  there all that heat and everything, they're just ciying for a 
lawyer like you here.[J3 ]̂ So we decided to move to Califbmia.[J39q] I had a^ma very badly and 
every time I went to Califbmia. the asthma woukl disappear.[J39r] So I was a little eager to go for that 
reason and it was a very fine climate, vety good for my husb^d because his lungs were never 
strong.[J39s] 

Did you go to Los Angeles^J40] 
No. we went between Los Angeles and San Diego to a darling little town named 0ceanside.[j40a] 
They really just determined that my husband was going to move there, so we didnt have much of a 
chance to decide were we woukl like to be. because they had already decked that we were coming 
there.[J40b] 

So how long did you live there?[J41J 
Seventeen years.[J41 a] it was very nice.[J41bl My husband just developed law practice within a year, 
as good as among as the spent thirteen years he developed in Tucson.[J41c] They really needed 
somebody like him.[J41 ̂  He dki a very fine practice, ksts of beautiful civic things for the comm unity. 
[J41 e] We had a very nice life there, but after he died it just seemed that the bottom felt out of every-
thing.[J41f] I just came back to Tucson.[J41g] 

So after you lost your hust>and you came Itack to Tucson?[J42] 
I just came back here.[.J42a] I had a daughter living here, my first t>om daughter, Cybil, married to the 
son of the publisher of the Arizona Daily Star, the Ellenwoods.[J42b] She was living here her family 
and wanted me very much to come back here.[J42c] Its sort of a strange thing that happens to you 
when someone near and dear dies.[J42d] A part of your fife is just over, whether you wanted to be or 
not[J42e] You have to quickly summon another way of life to make it important to go on living.[J42e] 
You miss of course the constant t>eing together sharing everything.[J42fI Suddenly here you are all by 
yourself, what to do?[J42g] So it was very good for me to come ba  ̂to Tucson, to the state I've been 
brought up.[J42h] Because Arizona means a great deal to me than California ever would.[J42i] There is 
something about the state of Arizona that is so substantial.[J42j] There is so much kiyalty here in our 
state, between people; loyal one to the other, loyal to business things, loyal to things that been brought 
up to feel like something to protect them.[J42K] There in California has been absolutely over ran by 
newcomers.[J42l] 

What do you think about urban renewal, and the demolition of the Mexican barrio, south of Congress?[J43] 
Oh, that brings bitter memories bad<. because I had a property there which was going to be my income 
...and I just had to give up to it, and sell it, after a tot of problems...off course they built the Community 
Center, and the Music Hall, and all that is very nice; but they could have done it anywhere else.[J43a] 
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ESTELLA JACOME (early 70s) Interviewed on April 3,1989. 

What were your experiences when you first arrived to Tucson?[E1J 
Well, let me see, we came to Tucson about sixty years ago.[E1a] We came from South America and 
lived in Califomia a couple of years before we came here.[E1b] We came because my brother wanted to 
go to the Univeisity here in Tucson; and my mother and father dedded that they will come.[E1c] So we 
came about sbcty years ago. 1 was a little girl and Tucson was a very small town.[E1d] 1 think, at the 
time there were about twenty or twenty five thousand inhabitants.[E1 e] The town was very small but 
very compact; everything was downtown, there wasnt anything else.[E1f] And La Placita. that you're 
speaking of, was... really it wasn't any much to it, ttiere was a small 'quio^co' -1 dont know the name in 
English — in the middle, where I understand they use to henre music on Sundays; now. when I came they 
were no tonger doing thaLpIg] 

What age were you when you came?[E2] 
Oh, when I first got here I must have been about eight years old. perhaps.[E2a] All of downtown was 
Congress Street, a little bit on Stone, very little; nothing realty on Sixth..everyttiing was Congress 
Street[E2b] We had three theaters, movie houses, when I first got here; and the church of course, the 
cathedral that is on Stone, which at the time dkJ not look the way it kx>ks now.[E2c] It was a red brick 
structure, not very attractive; and the inskie was peunted in very bright colors.[E2cf] it was much later, 
when Bishop Brook came to Tucson, that they changed the inside Eind the outside.[E2e] He remodeled 
the outskJe. so that it looked a little bit on the missnn typo.[E2f] Since then, it has been remodeled 
several times, and it has been enlarged a greait deal.[E2g] Ml of the area around La Placita were what 
they now call the Barrios: Barrk> Meyer, Barrio Anita, Banio Libre.[E2h] My father, who was a doctor 
use to practice a great deal in those bam'os.[E20 At that time a tot of people in the barrios didnt speak 
English and there were only two doctors in Tucson who spoke in Spanish, Dr. Gutierrez and my father. 
Dr. Valles; and they practiced medicine just as family general practitioners.[E2j] 

So he had his office in dowrttown?[E3] 
Yes, downtown as well, he had his office in Sixth Avenue.[E3a] 

Did you live in that aTea?[E4] 
Yes. we lived in Sixth Avenue, we dki live at„.do you know where is Saint Peters? Well. no. Saint Pe-
ters...well its not a church any more, but it use to be, it was All Saints; we lived across ̂ e street from 
All Saints.[E4a] Well, we lived in various different places; but in the end my fattier built a home, where 
off the home was an office, and he practiced in that office.[E4b] So we have seen many, many 
changes.[E4c] The University, off course, was a very small school at the time and now it has pro
gressed around tremendousV.[E4d] 

So you did here aB your school, your high school̂ ES] 
Yes. I went to school at St Joseph's Academy, which was also almost across the street, the building is 
still there; it later became the Immaculate Heart Academy, you might know it as that.[E5a] That's just 
off Sixth.[E5b] Later on. they moved out to Villa Carondelet; but when I was at school it was St 
Joseph's Academy.[E5c] I went to school partly here and partly in Lima, whenever we went back to 
South America.[E5d] I went to school there, depending on whattime of the year and how long we were 
going to be there.[Ete] My husband's family pioneered here in Arizona.[E5f] They had a department 
store on Congress Street, wherever it was.[E ]̂ My husband's father opened a small store when he 
was a young age man. he called it "La Bonanza''.[E5h] Later that became Jacome's Department Store; 
and tiiey moved further up on Congress.IE5i] Later still. k>ng after he had died, when my husband was 
in charge; we moved again on the comer of Stone and Pennington.[E5j] They have since torn down the 
buikling and that is where they are now buikiing the Publ'c Library.[E5k] 

So there is where the department store was? [E6] 
Yes it was directly across from the bank buiMing, and from where used to be the hotel, the Pnneer 
Hotel.[E6a] 

When did they raze the department store^ETJ 
This department store was ctosed about nine years ago.IE7a] But up to that time, it was over ninety 
years ok].[E7b] It had been one of the oM institutions here; and it was a famity owned store.[E7c] My 
husba  ̂was the tenth of thirteen chikIren.[E7d] He was in charge of the store and ran it for many years 
after his father's death.[E7e] Most of the f̂ ily were involved in the store in one way or smother. This 
may give you some ideas of what the downtown was like.[E7f] 
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So nine years ago, its nof so faraway. When (BdaU businesses leave downtown?[E8] 
Well, the businesses had started to leave before nine years ago.[E8a] The malls started and that really 
took all the businesses from downtown.[E8b] They all went to the malls; and the downtown just started 
to deter>orate.[E8c] Now off course there are no businesses at alL[E8d] All there is in downtown are 
offices; I guess we were among the last ones to leave.[E8el The malls all took everything from down-
town.[E  ̂

What people use to go to Jacome's store when aO the businesses left?[E9j 
Well, the old customers, wfio, off course had been with us for many years.[E9a] Wa did a great deal of 
business with people from M^kx>, people from the South wouki come atKi stay at the Pioneer Hotel, 
and shop down(town.[E9b] But as soon as the malls started opening, all of that went[E9c] We were es-
serrtially a downtown store, so we dedded this was the time to dose it[E9d] But all of the downtown has 
chang  ̂tremendously.[E9e] 

Up to whan did you live in ddtvntownTfElO] 
I lived in this house for thirty years (herpresent residence in El EncanKt neighborhood), and before 
that, I lived in a house on the comer of Campbell and Lee for twenty years.[E1 Oa] So I dkl not live in 
downtown after I married.[E10b] 

So Just before getting manied l̂ 1] 
Yes, before that~we lived very ck>se to downtown, as most people did.[E11 a] You have probably seen 
the area that they used to call Snob Hollow, that's where all the beautiful homes used to be.[E11 b] This 
area, that we are in here now, was considered way out. on Countty Club, Broadway and F[fth.[E11 c] 
This was far, far from downtown.[E1 Id] Then, over here - where El Con shopping center is - was the 
hotel El Conquistador from were it gets its name. El Con is just a contraction of El Conquistador.[E11 e] 
That wastomdown, oh...l would say twenty or thirty years ago.[E11f] Which I think is a great tragedy 
because the hotel should have been kept[E11g] That was very far.[E11 h] 

So how did you use to experjence the downtown before getting married, when you were Bving there?[E12] 
Well, it was very, very pleasant because everybody knew everybody.[E12a] For instance, when you 
went shopping, you walked down, down Congress Street, and you met pmple you knew at every bkx  ̂
[E12b] it was sort of a progress that you made of stopping to speak to this one, and to that one. and to 
the other one.[E12c] Because all the businesses were within two or three blocks; everything was very 
cbse by.[E12d] We dkint drive to go shopping, we walked, we would walk four blocks away.[E12e] 
Almost all the nucleus of town was right in there.[E12f] 

So, did you use to go alone or you had to go withyourparents?[E13] 
Well, you could go aksne, it was a very safe ambiance at that time.[E13a] It was all very, very safe, and 
very pleasant and very friendly.[E13b] I went with my mother a great deal, I was very ctose to my moth
er. [El3c] So we went together most of the time.[E13d] Butitwasperfectly well for a child even to walk 
down the street, because it was a very friendly atmosphere.[E13e] 

So where you were living was it considered Armoiy Park or Barrio Historico?[E14] 
Armory Park was very well attended at that time, and across the street from Armory Park, off course, 
was the bkx:k were the LA>raty is. whk  ̂was also a Park.[E14a] People use to walk and sit around there 
a great deal, except when it got very hot[E14b] All of that area was really the heart of downtown.[E14c] 

So you really didnt go much to La Placita^EIS] 
Well, it was always in walking distatKe, you see.[E15a] There we had another thing that was very 
pleasant when I first came to Tucson, and no bnger exists.[E15b] Where they have that restaurant 
that is called Carlos Murphy, that used to be the Southern Pacific Railroad Station, which was a veiy 
beautiful buiMing; and all around it was a beautiful park, where people quite often went[E15c] It was 
just beyond La Placita.[E15d] It was tovely, with trees, flowerbeds, and fountains.[E15e] Kwasa 
beautiful park, which the railroad built and kept up.[E1Sf] That, off course, has just disappeared, but all 
of that was part of downtown.[E15g] 

So actually just in between that station and the Holiday Inn Hotel, there is an empty lot, was it there?  ̂16] 
Thafs wiiere that would have been.[E16a] Around la Placita there were Mexican restaurants; there was 
a very good Mexican restaurant, and there were small shops.[E16b] It was a nice area to walk around 
in, as well.[E16c] 
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Did you get to see ̂ church, weO! mean the buSding where the Ursi cathedra} was, in LaPiaata?[E17J 
Yes, it was still in existence when I came to Tucson, but it was no longer achurch.[E17a] I found it very 
shodung. because they were using it as a garage, at that time.[E17b] It was a garage with a sign on the 
outside, and they repaired cars inside it, and as young as I was, I thought that was just...l thought that 
was a veiy shocking thing.[E17c] I still think sol It was no longer a church.[E17d] 

So it coutdrtt even be recognized as if it was a cfturcA?[E18] 
Well, the facade was ftere and I have some pictures of the way the church looked.[E18al Off course, 
the iacade is now used in front of the Historical Sodety, as you probably know.[E18b] That was taken 
down, stone by stone, and numbered by George Chamber5.[E18c] He kept all of the stones nicely 
numbered so that they couM be rebuilt again.[E18d] But I understand that the church was a hotel and 
then a garage and various different things, b^ore they tore it down.[E18e] It is one of the things that I 
think shouM have been kept in Tucson as it was, but nobody was very interested at that time.[E18f] 

Did you waBc around tite Banio and those streets that have disappeared l̂S] 
Yes, yes, we all did.[E19a] 

What do you rsmamber about that area ?[E20] 
Well, the area was a very neighborly sort of place, the people were veiy friendly.[E20a] In the evening 
they wouki sit in front of the porches, or out on the streets.[E20b] They wouM all bring rocking chairs 
out and sit there and taB( to the neighbors.[E20c] The houses were built very much on the same style 
that they do on Sonora.[E20d] That is, right down on the skiewalk, with the patk>s and gardens usually 
inside or in the back.[E20e] 

Did you have any friends that Bved there?[E21J 
Oh, soma of my schoolmates lived in that area.[E21a] 

So you went inside some of these houses9[B22] 
Oh, yes, they were all very pleasant.[B32a] 

Do you remember any spedal festival life Cinco de Mayo orothers?[E23] 
Oh, yes they had Cinco de Mayo and they certainly had Restas Patrias on the 16 of September.[E23a] 
Here, it was a very well entrenched institution to have Restas Patrias.[E23b] They still do it[E2 ]̂ 
Every year there was a queen.[E23d] It was a thing to have that festival, all families took part of it. 
[E23e] Up to a certain point El D(a de la Raza (Columbus Day) was celebrated, it was mostly celebrated 
at the University.[E23f] 

Where was the Sixteenth of September celebrated?[E24] 
Well, there were places where they had halls where they could have these celebratk)ns.[E24a] There 
was a dance hall that was out of Tucson, where the Tucson House is. across the street from that on 
Miracle Mile; it was called the Blue Moon, arxl a lot of the dances were hekJ there.[E24b] Also there was 
a Cseino Ballroom which was wsf downtown, a k>t of dances for the celebratnn were hekl there 
too.[E24c] A lot of it took place in Armory Park.[E24d] 

Is that the same Casino Ballroom that is working right now^E2S] 
I think it is. but it's been changed so many times and moved a little from here to there.[E25a] But most 
of the Restas Patrias took place in Armory Park.[E25b] 

So it was an exterior feasi?[E26] 
Yes. it was an exterior up to a point there use to be a shell there, where they could have them 
outdoors.[E26a] 

Was it a temporary sheB^E27] 
No, no. Was not temporary, it was a permanent shell, very nice.[E27a] 

Do you remember something special that happened to you in this fiestas ?[E28] 
No. no, nothing.[E28a] 

So they were mainly dances were people met̂ E29} 
Oh. yes. there were tats of dances.[E29a] There was another group called the Alianza Hispanoameri-
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cana. which was a fratemal organization; that had insuratKS as well as part of it[E29b] I think my fa
ther in law was one of the fouî ets.[E29c] Th  ̂had a lot of dances and celebrations for all these festi-
vals.[E29d] So there was really a great deal ̂ ing on, if you wanted to do all of this.[E29e] Then off 
course, there was the Saturday morning musical dub at die Temple of Music and Ait; that was ve<y very 
much the thing there.[E29f] We had artists from all over the world who came, something I3<e the artists 
series that we have now.[E29g] They all performed there, and a great number of local things performed 
there as well.[E29h] You could hire hsdl and put on a play or a performance of some kind. [E29i] 
I was in some of them as well; 1 use to dance and also the nuns always had plays, that sometimes took 
place there or at the Tucson High School.[E29j] It had a very good auditorium at that time, one of the 
biggest in town; I remember seeing Pavlova darKe there.[E29k] Off course, the Temple of Music and 
Art was very much a part of downtown, because it was resUly right therB.[E^Q I tielieve there is talk 
now, about making it an Art Center again; but it has not been successful, I understand. [E29m] its been 
so mudi tedk about revitalizing all the downtown area.{E29n] But off course, that building needs a great 
deal of work to be done to it.[E29Q] 

What do you think about this idea of revitalizing downtown?[E30] 
I think it is a wonderful klea, but I dont think it is going to happen very soon.[E30a] 

Have you ever been to the opening of the art galleries in Congress Street each first Saturday of the 
rnonth?[E31] 

No. I have not attended them.[E31a] We use to have a mercado downtown, as well, which was very 
nice and attractive.[E31b] It was behind our store, on Saturday and Sundays.[E31c] People use to 
bring in produce from farms around the town; and also arts and crafts.[E31 c] But th  ̂was a fairly re
cent thitig.[E31d] So it was a lot of fun to go down on a Saturday morning and look all these 
things.[E31e] it was on Stone. Pennington and the other streeL[E31f] 

Do this mercado happened in the streets?^32] 
Yes, right on the street there were two parking lots there, two empty parking lots.[E32a] They would 
just put it right there on the street, with tiooths and awnings.[E32b] It was quite festive.[E32c] 

From the squares in downtown, which are the ones you remenAerfrom those days?[E33J 
The only ones I remember are La Placita, Armory Park and the Library Square; they were really the only 
paiks we had, and off course the one that the Southern Pacific had, which was very beautiful at the 
time.[E33a] I understand there were some earlier ones, but I was not here then.[E33b] 

What about the Presidio?[̂ 4] 
Well, the presidio was just where Tucson started actually, and part of the wall is still there.[E34a] 

/ Oiink there is a square called El Presidio Paik?[E  ̂
it is now. but there really wasnt very much then.[E35a] 

So what was that?[E36J 
It was just part of the walled dty, Tucson was a walled city, like most were at the time.[E36a] 

How was it when you came?IjB37] 
There wasnt very much there.[E37a] We are veiy good in Tucson about tearing things down, very 
good! [E37b] We also had in Tucson what was called the Governor's Comer, it was where the homes of 
the Governors used to be, when Tucson was the state capital; and they tore that down as well.[E37c] 

Where was ̂ iat?p38] 
The Governor's Corner was just off Church and Stone, I think.[E38a] I have heard of so many of the 
chaises that took place before I came; like the graveyard being across the street where they are 
buiUing the library now.[E38b] We had the newspapers building there for a long time.[E38c] 

So it was just where your business store was. across tite cemeteiy. Tattdng about tearing down things, what 
you felt when that neighborhood was tore down, to buWt Oie Community Center?[E39] 

Well, I was rather sorry to see it go, but i was very hopeful that that would more successful than it 
has been.[E39a] I dont think it has tieen a great success.[E39b] 

Wjat do you think are the disadvantages and the advsntages?[E40] 
Well they dont seem to bo able to keep any businesses going there.[E40a] I dont know whether the 
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rents are too high or the people just dont want to go there, I don't understand iL[E40b] But I thought it 
would be more successful than it is.[E40c] Off course we have the Music Hall, and the Little Theater, 
and that is very nice, but I think, that couM have gone anywhere.[E40d] I dont think it had to go there, 
that's why I say we are very go(̂  in tearing things down.[E40e] 

This happened during the sixties, did you know any people that lived there?[E41J 
Oh yes! Many people that lived there and had to move.[E41a] Some of them were very glad to move 
and most of them were not; but there was a great feeling of being displaced.[E41b] We were eUI assured 
that this was progress and that it was going to be wonderful, but I dont think it has been.[E41c] 

I've been talking wiOi other people and... [E42] 
Do you find that they are h£f>py about it?[E42a] 

No, nobody is happy, but at the time before it happened, seems that those houses were in very bad 
conditions?[E43J 

Well. yes. they were all in veiy bad shape, they were poor barrios.[E43a] They were barrios where most 
of the fresh families had moved away from, and a kit of working people had moved in.[E43b] Money was 
tight, and lot of the — I woukJ say — mkJdle classes were moving out of them.[E43c] llie condition of 
some of the houses was very bad. yes.[E43d] Off course all of that was adc ,̂ whch has to be kept up 
or it crumbles.[E43e] So with the idea that this was all going to be a great renovation, I think people 
were very hop l̂, but I dont think it has worked out right as they h  ̂expected it to.[E43f] Off course 
a tot of families were displaced.[E43g] 

Going back to La Pladta; the church was torn down in 1936and the Greyhourui building tvas built around 
that time, do you think this (Ranged much that area?[E44] 

Oh yes; the whole area has changed a great deal from the very beginning! [E44a] Thinking back, I 
remember that some of the things to celebrate the 16 of September, took place at La Placita; like the 
crowning of the queen, and all that took place there.[E44b] Once in a while there would be a dancing in 
the street type of thing, whk:h was a lot of fun.[E44c] 

So dk!you go to these Vestas'?[E4SJ 
Oh yes. off course, we all went to these things, but that has been so tong ago.[E45a] Off course, the 
"quiosko," the or̂ incii one is gone, what they have now is a veiy small gazebo.[E45b] The "quiosko* 
was bigger, big enough so there couki be a barxl in it. a small band, but you couki have a band in it 
^43c] The people just danced around iL[E45d] I went to one or two things there; it used to be very 
crowded.[E45e] Do you remember something special that happened to you there?[E46] Not veiy 
much.[E46a] 

Dki tf>ey have mexkan muse mainly?[E47J 
Oh yes. because it was pretty much a barrio sort of thing.[E47a] It woukJ be Mexican musk;, and a lot of 
Mexcan groups; we used to have a few muscal groups at that time. [E47b] There were not all maria -
chis. I think we have more mariachis now than we did then.[E47c] 

So you had also country musks? Dki many Anghs go to these 1iestas"?[E48] 
I wouM s£Qr that some of the dty fathers wouM show up for these things, more than other people.[E48a] 
The Major would show up for these things, as well as the kx:al authorities; more than the general public 
of the Angk}S.[E48b] 

So it was mainly Mexhan, in Spanish?[E49] 
Yes, more a barrio type of thing.[E49a] In the beginning it was in Spanish, but it gradually changed, 
there was more and more, but it certainly was.[E49b] Pm sure they toki you about the wishing shrine. 
The Tiradito, that was very much an institutkin down there.[E49c] That has been moved, it is not where 
it originally was.[E49d] There is a great feeling for the Tiradito; all the people in the barrio use to go and 
pray and light candles to iL[E49e] When Barry GoMwaters was running for Congress, my husband and 
1, took him to the Tiradito so we couM Ight a candle; I have pictures of that And he won.[E49f] 

Dki you go there whenever you wanted somethmg?[E50] 
Oh. everybody did; yes they all went to the Tir̂ ito, and it use to be nothing you see.[E50a] it MV?snt 
^e way it is now, where tiiey have places for candles.[E50b] It used to be just a vacant lot with nothing 
in it. where people went to pr̂ .[E50c] People use to put tin can around the candles so that they 
woukJnt blow out[E50d] It looked very peculiar with the candles right on the ground.[E50e] There was 
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no monument, there was no shrina at all; it was just the place where this man had been killed, where 
people went to pray.[E50Q As I saV' candles would be propped out with little things around them so 
tfiey wouldn't blow away, because after all. you couldnY have your candles blow out. then you wouldn't 
get your wish.[E50g] 

When was this inoved?^S1] 
I believe it has been moved a little, three times.[E51 a] It is in the same general area, but is not in the 
same lot at all.[E51b] They were building all around it. there were not many houses close by.[E51c] A 
Chinese gioceiy store was right down the Tiradito; ar)d thafs where we went to buy the candles. [E51 d] 
They did athriving business selling caitdlesto ail the town's people.[E51e] You would be surpris  ̂at 
how many flickering candles there wouM be right on the ground in this place.[E51f] it was very strange! 
i believe, well 1 dont believe, I know, that now they have screens to protect fte candles, places to put 
them, and there is rod iron around them.[E51 g] It is very fancy compared to what it used to be.[E51 h] 

When dk/ Oiis b0gan?^52J 
Oh. I dont know when it b^an. it was already going when I got to Tucson, and off course 1 wasnt aware 
of it because I was just a little girL[E52a] But I wouM hear all this about the Tiradito. "Vou must go there 
and light him a candle, because if you p  ̂for him he wouM pra  ̂for you.tE52b] Creo que lo crefan un 
alma en pena y si rezaban para el alma, entonces el alma tambidn rezaba. (I tiiink they believed he was 
a suffering spirit; and that if they prayed for his soul, he would pray for them.) [E52c] 

Tu comenzaste a iraf Tiraditoya cuando te casaste? (DID YCXJBEGANTO GO TO THE TIRADTTO SINCE YOU GOT 
MARRIED?) IE53] 

Yo rara vez iba. peio lo que hacfamcs es que llevdbamos a gente. porque era una curiosidad ir al tiradito 
(Though / seldom went to the wishing shrine, we use to bring peopie there since it was a curiosity.) 
[E53a} Como llevar a Bany Goldwaters con el fot6grafo, cuando corrfa para el Senado. (LSee when we 
took the photograpf}ers and Barry Goldwaters, when he was running for the Senate.) [E^b] 

Cuando fuS eso? (when was that?)[E54J 
Uf! Hace muchfsimos arios, por los cuarenta y dnco o cincuenta. (Many, many years ago, between the 

and the "50.) [E54a] 

De las actividades cerca de Congress—(ABOUT Tt̂ Acnvrnes CLOSE TO CONGRESS...)[E5S] 
Pues habfan muchas acfe/idades. aunque yc no tomaba parte en muchas de ellas; pero sS hab!an mu-
chas actividades en el centro. (Well, there were many activities, even tfmugh I did not partidpate in all 
of tiiem; but yes, there were manjr activities in downtown.) [ESSa] Con e! hotel, la iglesia y las tiendas 
en el cs::tro. hab,a mucho sisiitpre, mucho movirî iento... era completamente diferente. 
(WiUt the hotel, the diurch, and the sfx>ps, there were many things going on. much aclivfy...it was 
totally different) [E55b] Luego tenlamos otras cosas como el sal6n de (then we had things like the...) 
ica cream parlor ̂ e Palace of Sweets', it was right on the comer of Stone and Congress naturally. 
[E55c] We all use to go there after the movies and had sundaes.[E55d] That was quite a thing! lliere 
were drugstores, all of them had soda fountains in those days.[El5e]  ̂everybody congregated in the 
drugstore sooner or later; either to have a soda, a cup of coffee, or pkd< up the newspaper.[E55f| it 
was sort of the social thing, a social hour; was veiy nica.[E55g] 

Did you ever go to the Charro fiestaurant?^S6J 
Oh, all the time; that was ight in La Piacita.[E56a] It was run by Monica F1ynn.[E56b] Everybody knew 
Monica and everybody went to El Ch3rro.[E56cl It was one of the best Mexican food in tDwn.[E%d] I 
think it still is one of the best; but off course its moved and is run by a relative of hers. I believe it is her 
niece. Monica died.[E56e] 

What other she  ̂do you remember in La Pladta ?^S7] 
I dont remember many shops, there was a drugstore; there was the Charro, which was extremely pop
ular. everybody went to it[E57a] The Anglos went to it as much as the Mexicans fellies, because it 
was very, very well liked.[E57b] There was the Greyhound Statk>n.[E57c] There was Ronquillos Bak
ery. we all went there to pan de huevo (egg bread) which was ve  ̂good; and French bread, which in 
reality was MexKan braad.[E57d] There was a small hotel, it was a little hotel and I dont remember its 
name right now.[E57e] 

Was there any open airthealerin La Placita?[ES8] 
I dont think so, I cant think of an open air theater.[E58a] It was mainly shops and things that you 
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would walk to, ̂ at you would walk around.[E58b] One of the old adobe that is still standing in that area 
is the Adobe Patio, that was dose enough to La Piacita, so that you walked that area.[E58c] Every
thing was at walking distance realiy.[E5Sd] 

So when the automobile came, did El Chami flastaurantandotherplaces were still aiound?lES9] 
Oh heavens, yes. Oh, yes. People parked all aiDund.[E59a] Parking was not so much of a problem, 
we parked everywhere; and we walked a tot more than we do now, because everything was so accasi-
ble, you see.[E59b] 

What do you think about the new La Plat̂ ?p60] 
Well, La Piacita now is just a little nothing, you could put the whole thing in my living tDom.[E60a] 

Do you ever go to that area?[E61] 
Well, yes I do go to some of those areas there, to the Museum of Art, to the restaurant in the Old Time 
Artisans.[E61a] Everything around there is cJoss ermugh to La Plac^a to be considered a neighbor
hood of it although it isnt right in La Plactta.[E61 b] But you know, there wasnt very much to La Pladta 
when I came arxl there certainly is nothing to it rx>w.[E61 c] I think it is a great shame that all that area 
isnt more popular and that we dont have more shops and nk» little restaurants.[E61d] 

If before La Pladta wasnta very popular area compared to Armory Park or to the other parks...[E62] 
Well, I think its only because rt too small.[E62a] 

Why do you third< titey have tried to maintain a ceitain memory of it vrith the gazebo^E63] 
I think its just bemuse its the sentimental part, that this was the downtown, that this was where it origi-
nated.[E6 ]̂ I think there is more sentiment to it than anything else; but there is very little left to be 
sentimental about[E63b] I think the whole area shoukl have b^n maintained, and it wasnt[E63c] 
We also had a very old '̂ hioned hotel in downtown, that was in Pennington and was called the Om-
dorff. [E63d] I have some old pictures of it, which you can also find at the Historical Sodety; in fact 
they have pictures of whole rooms of the old Omdorff [E63e] I always thought it was a great shame it 
wasnt turn into a museum, they tore it down as welL[E63f] 
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ROBERTO SALVATIERRA (age 80) interviewed on Apr3 17.1989. 

I was bom in 1909{R1a] My fatherwas bom in Mexico City and my mother in northern California. Ense-
nada.[R1b] My grandfather, from my mother side, was ap înted to judge in Noga]es.[R1c] So^ey 
moved from California to Nogales arid built a home in Tucson.[R1d] Th  ̂decided to come here so we 
were bom "Gringos* instead of Mexicans.[R1e] In those tim ,̂ Tucson was different than modem 
times.[R1f] In those times we would sleep on yard at night; probably all Tucson did so because 
people did not have fans for AC. would sleep on the yard, you cant do that anymore.[R1g] Also, I 
remember in those days most of the gioceiy stores were Chinese, grocery stores in the comers.[R1 h] 
I believe that things were a lot more strict in those days than tiiey are now.[R1 Q When I was 15,1 start
ed to work at n'̂ ht on the papers, 1 had to take care of the carrier boys.[R1 j] Quit about 7am, go to 
church and the young kids used to sit in the back in the church.[R1k] I believe you can not think of 
Tucson nov/. you think of Tucson the way it was before, it was much more relax .̂[R11] We had the 
street car, that went ̂  4th Av. to downtown.[R1 m] Sometime somebody had a problem in the neigh
borhood. call the police, and the police came in the street car.[R1 n] Because if you think of the time 
then, people were not in a huny the way they are now.[Rlo] 

Dkf you experienced La Plaata as a focal center of Tucson?[R2J 
No never. I think La Pladta was before my time, it must have been in the late 1800; I was born in 1909 
so...[R2a] 

When you were m your twenties what are the memories you have tite downtown areaTptS] 
See, I started working for the bank as messenger M^en I was 17 years old.[R3a] That time there were 
only 5 banks on Tucson, 0iey were all kically owned.[R3b] The bank I worked in those days was owned 
by three kx:ai men, so they had to make the decisions right away, they didn't need to call to Phoenix. 
[1 ]̂ It was more friendly atmosphere in those days than it is now.[R  ̂Nowadays 1 feel like anybody 
else in Tucson, nobody knows me...its not that I want to be recognizedJRSe] In those days people 
were at a slower pace, nobody hurried.[R3Q In fact in my bank we dki not have AC. so we wouM open 
the windows.[R3g] Nowadays people have AC in their cars a]so.[R3h] 

Did you use to go to your work walking or by car?pi4] 
When I first started as a messenger I go by bicycle.[R4a] Later on I got married. I used to have a car 
and f drive back and forth from house to bank.[R4b] My first car cost me $40.[R ]̂ When my wife had 
the first chiM. the night before we went to the movies and somebody stole the seats of the car.[R4d] 
So next day my wife felt she had to go to the hospital for the baby, she put three cushnns on the car. 
[R4a] 

At what age did you niany?[RSJ 
I married in 1932.1 was 23 years old.[R5a] 

Before getting married what was the normal way to meet gtrisTpie] 
Well, in my case I met my wife in a Halloween party.p6a] In fact the town was very small then and 
everybody knew each other.[R6b] Then in my case, talî ng about courting, eventhough I was not 
making much money, whenever we went to movies, I had to take my sister in law.[R6c] That went on for 
years, and in fact we never weirt alone any place before we got marr)ed.[R6d] 

And that was regular on those times?[R7J 
Of course, and also usually you go court a girl in her house and by 9 o'ckx:k you were l3fL[R7a] 

In those days was it complicated to meet American giris or Mexicans girls, were there differences and 
difficulties ?[R8] 

Oh yes, in those days any Hisp îc wouki never think about trying to court an Angk>, never![R8a] We 
were not supposed to be in their class.[R8b] In fact in school you couldnt speak Spanish in the class 
or in the yard, you speak EngIish.[R8c] Most of the Spanish lived south of the railroad lines, most of the 
Anglos lived north skle of town.[R  ̂ In fact the junior high were I went to, I doubt it. but 25% were 
Anglos emd the rest were £ill Hispanic.[R8e] Compared to junior high that was in the north everybody 
were mostly Anglos.[R8Q In fact there was even a very prominent lady here in Tucson, who became a 
school teacher; she lived cibout one block west of 4th Av.. and one block east of 4th was were the high 
school was, the junior high.[R8g] She coukJnt go to that junior high school two blocks aw .̂ had to go 
south side because she was Mexksui.[R8h] There vras a dividing nne.[R8i] They wouMnt allow her, 
they wouldn't make any alk>wances.[R8j] But you know, if she had been a prominem Anglo, they would 
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have made allowances for her.[R8kl Her father was just a poor driver truck so...[R8ll 

So even though the majorify of the students were Mexican/Hispanic you had to speak English at 
school?[R9J 

Yes. most most elementary, they could have been more flexft}le.[R9a] In fact talking about languages, 
I think one of the things you're going to devekip from my interview, is the fact that we came home from 
school, from elementary school, and my father wouW not let us speak English at home.[R9b] He said: If 
you dont speak Spanish at home you're gonna forget your langu^e. its very important for you not to 
fbrgc2t Spanish.[R9c] 'Cause I went to the bank. I became part of intemattonal banking because I went 
to Mexico and got all those forms and k>ans.[R9d] And ali ̂ e time I've been in charge of international 
banking during 14 years, because of my language, making deals on Mexico.[R9e] This hotel also (PLAZA 
HOTEL), when this hotel first opened, the first manager here belonged to the Rotaiy Club; he asked me to 
come here and help him get people from Mexico Cty.[R9f] He knew I travelled a lotto Mexico, so he 
asked me to come here to bring people from MexicoJRSg] So. in the hotel here for 9 years and 2 in the 
Santa Rita and 5 more; I've been in the hotel business for 16 years and that because of my language. 
R9h] We have a lot of Mexican people, in foct people wonder why the peso has been devaluate so 
severely over the years, and they keep coming.[R9i] Well when I was at the bank, the Mexican peso 
took 12.5 pesos for one dollar; which meant that Mexicem peso was worth 8 cents American money. 
[R9j] ArxJ gradually has been depredating more and more; but for years ago the rate was about maybe 
5 to 100 for one.[R9k] Mexicans travel a tot; this year in Holy Vleek, we had the most Mexican in this 
hotel we ever did in the past [RSI] They keep coming, why?[R9m] Because of inflation, here they can 
buy clothing and other articles, first dass for less dollars here; arid pay for similar items in Mexico, that 
might be a second grade; pay more dollars over there for second grade dass4R9n] Lots o? them some 
here for medical reasons; people come from Mexico for operations on the University Hospital.[R9ol 
They come from Sonora and Sinafoa, but mainly they come for inflation.[R9p] 

Talking about Mexican people, in those days when you lived in downtown, was that area mainly populated by 
Mexicans?[R10] 

Yes. yes, from Congress St south. I wouki say that the 80% might have been Hispanics and maybe 
coming to the railroad line, there on the north side 80% were Anglos.[R1 Oa] 

Do you remember how was the streetTrfe, social interaction of the people in the street or in the plazas, 
what were ̂ e main squares that you remember?[R11J 

Well, as far as interactnn is concerned, 1 would ssy there was interaction businesswise.[R11a] We 
went to stores which were mainty owned t>y Anglos, there was interactnn there.[R11 b] But after the 
stores, in the sodal events, the Hispanics were not invited to Anglo social events.[R11c] The Angbs 
always kept to themselves, they didnt want Mexicans around.[Rl 1 d] They made a few exceptk)ns, but 
as a majority, whenever an Anglo had a sodal thing, it would be almost entirely Anglos, very few 
Mexicans were invited.[R11e] 

What haf̂ jened when there was any Mexican 6vertt?[R12] 
The same thing would happen, we were just by our own, we never conskiered inviting them.[R12a] 

What are the main celebrations or the main events that you remember?pi13] 
Independence Day, 6 of September, in Armory Parĵ  then "El Grito a las once de la noche: VIVA 
MEXICO!' (The scream at eleven: Viva Mejico) That's from Curro HkJalgo, he declared independence in 
Mexk» at 11 o'clock at night[R13al Labor Day used to be very well otisarved, in fact even in baseball 
in those d^s they had a team that were all Hispanics, and the Southern Pacifk:, had their team of 
Anglos.[R13b] 

Did you ever walked around the area that is now occupied by Uie Tucson Community Center?[R14J 
Oh sure, in fact we had a friend of ours, the Jacob's family, they lived on Congress near Main.[R14a] 
They had an office and the father had a feeding grain shop; in the store the second of them wori<ed. 
[R14b] In fact, we had a high-school reunion here in /yril 1, and the two of them came to the reunion. 
[R14c] Thatfamily was mostly girls, so they had parties quite often.[R14d] I went to several parties 
there. Several people that parents had money, they threw parties.[R14e] But my family didnt have any 
parties, we didnt have much money for hardly anything.[R14f] They would invite mostly Hispanics. so it 
was a Hispank: party.[R14g] It was obvious, tiie mother was Mexican, though perhaps he might have 
been partly Anglo.[R14h] father taught piano and gave recitals, and he was out in downtown in 
Safford 3ehool.[Rl4i] He had quite a few Anglos in there, that goes to show that rwt all Hispanics coukJ 
afford piano lessons, worst buy a piano to study.[R14j] I woukl say my father had 50% Angfos Emd 50% 
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Hispanics, mora or less. You could find Anglos that could afford buying a piano.[R14k] 

What do you rsmember about this area tfiat / think was called Barrio Ubrs?[R15] 
Barrio Uira was considered maybe beginning on 17th St and south. When i was a boy, 22nd St. was 
about as far the city went[R15a] 

Wiatlff(etoknowis 17th St north, between Congress and 17th?lR16] 
That area I would say maybe 3/4 were Hispanics and 1/4 Anglos.[R16a] In fact later on.there were soma 
Anglos inside there that wanted to be separated from the Mexicans, so they started a new church called 
All the Saints Church at S. 6th Av., about by 14th St[R16b] They wanted to have their own, they want
ed to have their own Anglo people go to; th  ̂wanted to break with Maxicans.[R16c] We were not heki 
in a high regard, culture wise or so  ̂wise.[R16d] In fact, in high school I usied to be the sport setter of 
the newspaper that was called the Cactus Chronide.[R16e] One Sunday I went down to the printshop, 
we had to turn in a copy, we were two Angbsaixl L[R1Gn One of the guys started to talk about Mexi
cans, idnd of rkiiculing Ktexicans, making fun of the Mexicans - I was sitting on my chair. [R16g] i toM 
the advisor I kind of shocked to hear this boy making all these remarks about Mexnans, I wonder why? 
[R16h] Did he realize I was Mexican.[R16i] So they heU a meeting of the prirxsipals and made the boy 
apokigize to me.[R16j] Just that he was immature, so young they dont think, but it bothered me to 
make those remarks.[R16k] 

What you remember of titat area, werettie Tucson Community Center b rtow?[R17] 
They had El Teatro Carmen, in S. Meyer, were they had a tot of Mexican plays.[R17a] There used to be 
a very famous saloon on Church and Congress, were the little park is now; used to be a big saloon there 
called The Cabinet Cafe, just across the btg new buiUing, where there is nothing there rmw.[R17b] Its 
doors opened either way on Congress or Church.[R17c] 

Did you ever go to this bar?[R18] 
I dklnt go to the bar, because I was to young to the bar. [R13a] it just existed there; I was just a little 
boy then.[R18b] 

Later on, when you were older, didyou go to La Plaata?[R19] 
I never, no. La Placita as W as Tm concerned was non existing.[Rl da] I was just a little boy. every
thing was heki in Armory Park then.[R19b] 

So you never went to La Placita?[R20J 
Not that I recall.[R20a] 

TaOdng mth other people, what they remember is a Mexican restaurant called El Charm, that was Just in La 
PlacitcL[R21] 

Oh yes, yes, it was where the Pancho Villa statue is now, just across the street El Charro Mexican 
restaurant for many years.[R21a] 

Did you ever go therB?IR22J 
Oh sure, often, very nice restaurant owned by Monica Femande2.p22a] One of the best Mexican 
restaurants in Tucson at that time.[R22b] The nk»st one anyway; | rec l̂ it as a very nice 
restaurant.[R22c] 

Do you recall any other restaurants near that El Cha/m?[R23] 
I recall it us  ̂to be a grocery store that wouM be right rww where La Placita Village is. on the South
west comer of Church and Broadway would be a Chinese grocery.[R23a] I used to work in S. Meyer, 
right around the comer from El Charro; it was a ckTthing store.[R23b] Meyers & Parkins Brothers had a 
store on Congress St which is now where the Citibank is nowjR23c] And I used to work in S. Meyer 
when I was in high schooL[R23d] It was owned Jewish people.[R23e] Two things I remember about 
that store: number one, S^urd^y night they use to jokingly say to Meyers who owned the store, who 
would ck>se the store until they saw the last Papago going home, there was no more business. [R23Q 
The Papagos waBced home from there to San Xavier, wheneverthey were going.[R^g] They never 
closed the store until the last Papago went home, it was night eind there was no more business.[R23h] 

The Papagos used to come everyday to Tucson?[R24} 
Oh sure, in fact they use to come... when I was a boy Papago women came to your house to wash the 
ck3thes.[R24a] They bring the wood on the yard to a big Una (tub), put the clothes, built a fire, boiling 
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water to wash the clothes there.[R24b] And they hanged them, had lunch, and after lunch take them off 
the line; arxi they wouM Iron for you. all in one d .̂[R24c] Those same Papago people were selling 
baskets, all land of Indian baskets they'd bring to Tucson to sall.[R24d] lliey sell house to house, 
knocking the door.[Ft24e] Tliere was not a pl̂  in Tucson were they would congregate to sell, they 
came everyday.[R24f] 

What other Mng do you recaB from La PLadta, apart horn the Chinese shop and Ute Mexican restaurant, 
because I think there was a bakery^RS  ̂

Yes it was west skle of La Plac  ̂and also on S. Meyer.[R25a] S. Meyer had quite a few stores in the 
earV 1920, grocery stores, drugstores, movie stores, piano and music stores, they sold records. 
[R25b] Meyer SL was very commercial.[R25c] 

What alx)ut Convent StTp^S] 
It was mostly dwellings, mostly homes.[R26a] 

Do you remember Gay Mey^RST] 
Yes that was south of Broadway, between Jackson and Ochoa. there was an alley there, it thrived for 
quite a while.[R27a] I never pe^nized because 1 was too young, it was before my time, but it operated 
for many years.[R27b] 

It stop operaUî  on the 20s. so what happened later?[R28J 
The prostitutes they had several houses in Tucson, went to different places, started their own house, 
and Gay Alley then became just a sort of a run-down neighborhood area, very cheap rentals there, 
where people were living.[R28a] 

Did you notice any difference of people Itetween the streets in that area, was there any social 
difference?[R29] 

Yeah, on the other streets there was a little bit higher social level, I guess they made a little more 
money.[R29a] 'Cause in those days there was no such thing as overtime pay.[R29b] I worked in a bank 
as a bookkeeper, in those days whenever you posted a check on deposit you posted it twice.[R29c] 
Rrst you post your check on the bank permanent recotti.[R29d] Then the bookkeepers switch around; 
one day booktoaper number one post numberthree statement[R29e] The statement we posted was 
the one that customers cut off the checks.[R29f] Often time, we go out to dinner for a sandwich, we 
worked ten or eleven o'ckxd( at night.[R29g] We didnt have overpay, we were very poorly pakl. straight 
salary, I was making $150 as atelier in the bank.[̂ 9h] I used to pc  ̂$40 for one of the best pair of 
shoes in town from Ed & Elmos, now the same pair of shoes cost $16O.[R290 

UntU when you lived in downtown?[f130] 
We lived there about 1918. during the Rrst World War, my father had deckied to go back to Mexico City, 
and try to make a living there, where he had some rel̂ hres.[R30a] He soM everything even the piano. 
We were three boys, we went by train to Mexk» City; and in San Antonio there were some boys that had 
to be shipped off for the war, they were all crying.[R30b] There were lots of bandits hoMing up trains; 
ahead of tfie locomoth/e, were soldiers, and behind there were soldiers, to protect the treun, escolta 
(ESCORT),[R30C] 

How hng did you stayed in Mexico9lR31] 
We st̂  ̂about seven months.[R31a] 
He couMnt do anything so he deckled to come back to Tucson and started it all over again.[R31 b] 
We came back.[FB1c] Myfatherwasavery intelligent man of veiy high moral.[(%1d] In spite of being 
poor, he was neatly dressed, neat, very neat[R31 e] His clothes were very nk», his shoes always 
polished.[R31f] 

When you came back did you live in tite same area?[R32] 
i was about nine years oW on that time., we went to Mexico City on 1918.[R32a] We came back and 
first we started living with my grandparents for a v île.[R32b] Then we rented a place on S.4th Av., be
tween 16th and 17thSt[R32c] For many years, in fact, I went to Safford School; from there I went to 
Tucson High School, from that buikiing on S.4th Av.[R32d] We were renting, we never bought a house, 
we always rented.[ra2e] In fact, the streetcar used to go by 4th Av.; Congress used to go down south 
to 17th. east of 17th St about four or five bkx:ks to 4th, then go north towards Congress, to go down 
Congress St to Stone Av., go north of Stone.[R32f] Just beyond the 6th Av. subway would be an inter
change; the streetcar going north had to stop there, so did the streetcar coming back from Unwersity, 
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going south, one go south and the other north.[R32g] We used to go up to the University of Arizona to 
the U of A Museum, near Park Av. Five cents to go up. five cents coming down, in the 1920s also. 
[R32h] 

Untn when did you Bve in 4th Av. and 17th?pi33I 
Oh, I would s  ̂about 1921 or 1925. then we moved to 6th St. and 3rd Av., on the north side of town, 
beyond 4th Av. subway north, right across where Roskrudge high school is now.[R33a] In those days 
the high school occupî  the south side of ĵsicrudge Junior H'̂ h now, and the back of the building 
would be occupied junior high students.[R33b] 

So whan you moved north of town dH you still go downtovm to woik?[R34J 
Oh, sure, took a can I bought a car, but it ran all right,no?[R34a] 

On weekends, what was the main distraction in Oiose days foryou^R^J 
I used to go dandng at night.[R35a] 
In fact when I was woiking at night on the newspaper use to go to a dance hall on Oracle Rd. and 
Drachman, on Wetmore Swimming Pool, up where neartheTucson M l̂ is now; was a dance hatl also. 
[R35b] So. I was going with a girl, double date with the brother; his sister and I would date.[R35c] We 
go dancing up to mklnight, then since she was with her brother, nothing about to worry about her. [R35d] 
So they dropped me off to the south were I was working. I go to work at midnight till seven. [R35a] And 
then my mc^er use to get mad at me: you're not getting enough sleep.[R35Q And I didnt care because 
I was young, who cares about sleeping, sleeping wasn't very important for me.[R35g] I use to make $50 
a month wfoiking till night, when I became a teller I get $150 a morTth.[R35h] 

So mainly the activities were going out of town?[R36] 
Well Sabino Canyon. University...[R36a] 

What were the activities in the downtown, apart from business?[R37J 
Downtown stores woukl be on Congress between say 6th Av. down to Church or m^be down to Meyer, 
were open until 9 o'ckxdc on Satur(tey.[R37a] So that was the occasion for the mothers dress up their 
kids, you kfK>w. socialize.[R37b] So you know, they scrub you down, took your bath, get cill dress up 
and go down meet my mother's friend, my falher's.[R37c] We socialize there; it wasnt much shop
ping, but mostly sccializing.[R37d] Everybody went to socialize in Congress at Saturday night with the 
kids; everybody walked there, nobody took the car to downtown, everybody lived neart̂ .[F^7e] 

So the main center was Congress?pJ38] 
Oh yes. Congress and Stone was the middle of the town.[R38a] 

Do ymj remember when the Greyhound D^x)t Station was builton Church Av., did that affect a big change 
on that area?p39] 

I dont think so, because the church building which later was a sort of a hotel, when they tore down the 
buikling then they built the Greyhound Depot there, near where Pancho Villa is now.[R39a] 

Did you get to see the church when it was a garage?[R40] 
Oh yes. yes, pretty okl building, looked old and so decayed and abandoned; not a very ntee building 
then.[R40a] 

Do you know if tilers were people that tried to maintain or rehat>ilitate 'tt?IR41] 
Possibly the people that run it as a hotel, used to take care of it.[R41a] But 1 dont remember there was 
to much about it at all, I remember seeing a hotel, then a garage; see, most of its activity must have 
been in the late 1800s.[R41b] When I went to high school the populaton of Tucson must have been of 
25000 people, when i wentto junior high must have been 15000 or 18000.[R41cl 

Do you remember any celebration done in La Placita?tR42] 
As far as I remember evetything was celebrated in Armory Park.[R42a] Did any people you interviewed 
remembered about any activities at La Placita?[R42b] 

Veaft, people remember the election of the queen at La PlaeAa for Sprirtg, and dances around the 
kiosk.[R43] 

There was a knsk there; I wouM think as far cis celebrations concerned the number of years, or perhaps 
La Placita was very small compared to the number of years celebrated in Armory Park.[R43a] Even 
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when I was going to junior high in the 1920s we had a spring queen; the Anglos in Roskrudge Junbr High 
elected the queen and we had the spring peuty and whatever it was celebration in Armory Park that was 
just a block away from Safford.[Fi43b] La Placita was just an okl building just sitting there.[R43cl 

But what about the open space, tite kiosk9[R44] 
I remember veiy fittie about that, no.[R44a] See I used to sell papers just two blocks of La Placita when 
i was 9 years down.[R44b] La Placita itself was very vague to me, very vague.[R44c] 

On the 60s with uiban renewal when ̂ ey tore down all the area between Meyer and Convent̂ fi4S] 
I was involved in uii>an renewal when th  ̂buiK those buildings. La Reforma; I was the interpreter for the 
U.S.A. man who werK around bought all those properties.[R4 ]̂ HI tell you a story about that, we went 
to see a lady about buying her house, we offered a certain amount of money, but she wanted a k>t more, 
see.[R45b] U.S.A. man s£y: Hey lady how can you say that ths house is worth that much money? 
[R4 ]̂ She would reply: I plan to build a pordie and I was gonna to add something in the back of the 
buikiing.[R45d] What you want to do? You want to charge us more for the things you thought you might 
have added iater?[R45e] We're just buying the house, not for your dreams you know.[R45fI She wants 
to be paid for something that she might buikl sometime.[R45g] She was just trying to make a foolish 
remaiic.[R45h] We bought a k>t of houses, tots of them you know; well the govemment bought them. 
IR45i] 

Was it very difficult to buy the houses?{R46] 
No, the few that perhaps rebelled; they dklnt want to accept the appraisal price.[R4€a] Took them to 
court and roadh some agreement in court[R46b] i would say, I doubt that no more than maybe 5% went 
to court, to argue about the price.[R48c} 

How was the situation in this area, were Oie houses in badcondition?[R47J 
No, I would say those houses wouM have lasted for metny years after we bought them, Pm sure. [R47a] 
They were not run-down, people lived in them, people lived in the houses they owned and they 
maintained them the best they couk].[R47b] They were never run-down or abandon properties, they 
were used as residences, as homes of people.[R47c] 

\Miat was the basic idea to tore down this houses^R4SJ 
They thought that those houses, well I guess, in other part of town the houses will cost more.[R48a] 
Didnt cost to much to buy them up.[R48b] The whole concept was to buy the houses, tear them down 
and buikj new homes for La Reforma, bra  ̂new homes, govemment rented houses, cheap rented, 
houses for low income people.[R48c] 

Where is La Reforma?[R49J 
La Reforma is about.. Oh 20th St and Harbourne. which is about 6 or 7 bkx  ̂west of 6th Av.; you 
know, where the church of 22nd St is on the comer, its 2 blocks west, then north, that it wouM be. 
[R49a] 

But what ̂ xjut the houses that were where the actual Tucson Community Center is?[R50j 
They were all homes, low irKX)me houses.[R50a] Part of that property were sort of a Chinese 
settlement, where people said the Chinese go there to smoke opium.[R50b] They had their Chinese 
church there and on the east side of Main alxjut 2 bkxdcs south of Congress was the Chinese meeting 
place.[R50c] 

M^af was the corufition of those houses that were between Cushing, Congress, Main, and Church?lR51J 
Those houses... I would say right now wouM be about 100 years old.[R51 a] The houses were OK, 
people lived in them, they were not abandoned.[R51b] They had to move to some place else.[R51c] 

Do you agree with the fact that they tore down all tiiat neighborhood and ttuift the TCC, Vte Tucson 
Community Center?[fi52] 

Yes, Tucson had to have a community center, they had to have one. sure.[R52a] Where else ware they 
going to put it[R52b] You can even have a circus inskle there now.[R52c] Yes, I agree that it had to be 
done, you've got a cultural center, you've got the music hall now, it's a cultural center, yes.[R52d] It 
was b  ̂for the community to have something like that, yes.[R52e] 
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Do you think it had to bo built thera, couUnt it have been built somewhere else^RSSJ 
Oh yes, it could have been built any place.[R53a] Perhaps they built it there also tor the same idea. 
that area perhaps could be bought cheaper, the homes could be bought cheaper than maybe some 
other areas in town.[R53b] Also at that time Congress was very important pan of town, they wanted it 
close to Congress, ̂ at was downtown at that time.[R53c] 

But / think that in the 60s when they tore down those houses Congress was not any mora the cx>mmercial 
center?[R54] 

No it wasnt, as a matter of fact, most of the important businesses have moved out.[R54a] Jacome's 
didnt want to move, they didnt want to move. well. Jacome's could have moved to El Con, didnt want to 
do it. well.[R54b] So lot of downtown was rw longer downtown, wasnt patronized so much as it was 
before.[R54c] Jacome's would have still existed if they moved to El Con.[R54d] 

So you agree with the buiUing of the Tucson Community Center̂ RS  ̂
Oh sure, was the best, right thing to do, right thing to do. I'm sure. absoluteiy.[R55a] People were paid 
a fair value for their houses.[R55b] In fact, my former wife's parents had properly down there, they say 
so; they got an appraised value, they were not getting so good rents, so it was a house with no cost, but 
in the other hand, you know what tiiey would return on what tiie living house didnt cost might have been 
the value of my in-laws to hold it[R55c] In the other hand the actual repciirs, the actual sales value, 
they got the proper amount on their appraisal.[R55d] 

\M}y do you think they kept the kk>sk in La Pladta^RSB] 
Sentimental reasons. I guess; though no real activity goes on down at La Pladta. just 
sentimentcd.[R56a] 

Do you go to downtown now?[R57] 
Very seldom.[R57a] Once a month I go.[R57b] Pve got an open heart surgery so we walk, my wife and 
me go to El Con Mali, Park Mall, Foothills Mall for lunch and walkthere.[R57c] 

Do you go to the theater or operaTlRSB] 
No, most of my activities culturewise are the ones at the University of Arizona.[R58a] 
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ADELA BRADY (age 92) Interviewed on April 20, 1989. 

Did you ever tivod closer to dowraowr>?[A1] 
I lived on Main Street bng time ago and then I came to Third Avenue.[A1a] 

What do you remember about downtown Tucson?[A2] 
Downtown Tucson was better in every way than now. better! Every way.[A2a] 

In what sensg?[A3J 
In every way, everybody tried to help each other, now they dent, times are changed.[A3a] 

Do you remember about Congress Street?[A4J 
Congress, just came as tar as Stone.[A4a] Congress Street was very good, we went to the show.[A4b] 
Was Wheeler and Peny there.[A4c] 

Do you remember La Pladta^AS] 
La Placita. that was on Chuidi Street and Meyer; we used to have music there every Saturday, every 
Sunday, everybody use to go around.[A5a] In the16th of September, Ljolita Montijo used to sing and 
she had girls that sang.[A5b] She us  ̂to be the leader in singing, she was very good.[A5c] She had 
girls that sang: Alicia Laos, Hortencia Tole.[A5d] 

In La Placita, on the leth of Septemtier, did you use to dance there, bailar?[A6J 
Ah! Bailar, no, no bailaban. si no habfa sitio donde tocaban, cantaban y se paseaban (Oh! Danang? 
No, there was no place for dancing where they sangand played, and strolled around) [A6a] The m usic 
...orchestra.[A6b] K was prettier then than now. Era mis bonito (it was nicer) [A6c] 

Do you remember any spedaS buBding in La PIadta?[A7] 
In La Placita, right in the corner, was a place where you could ah ...Lemas had a house and they gave 
room and bOcird.[A7a] Lemas, right in the corner of La Piacita.[A7a] 

Do you rememt)er the old cathedral?[A8] 
Yeah ...around the corner ...la Doctrina en la catedral (the doctrine at the cathedfalJ.[A8a] 

The cathedra!building was altera hotel?[A9] 
Whal?[A9a] 

El edifido que era la catedral despuSs fu6 un hotel?[A9] 
Cambio manos dos o tres veces, donde era la catedral (the cathedral changed hands two or three 
times) [A9b]. 

Qudpiensa ustedde estos cambios? (WHAT DO YOU TTM< OF THESE CHANG£S?)[A10] 
Que estaba mejor antes que ahora (it was better before than now). [A1 Oa] 

PorquS?(WHY?)[A11] 
Todro iban a misa antes de que se haga la catedral. the cathedral ...muy bien ahora nada. puro. 
(everybody went to church before the rtew cathednJ was done, the cathedral...very good, now nothing 
only) its different now, times have changed.[A11a] 

Did you ever go to the Mexican restaurant El Chano?[A12] 
El Charro, de la (from) M6nica?[A12a] Everybody went there, that was the only one mexican res ...The 
Monica had the Charro. and she had Mexican food and American food.[A12b] She had la Aurelia 
Salazar MontOo, she mauTied a Montijo and ...she did the... [A12c] 

Do you remember t/?e bakery, Ronquillo's Bakery^A13} 
Los Ronquillo use to have a bakery shop. I think across from Congress, some place ciround 
there.[A13a] They made br9ad.[A13b] En la calle (cn) Stone Avenue too.[A13c] 

Me puedecontar las cosas que pasaban en esostiempos en ̂ downtown, que esh que hacfa la gents, las 
costumbres de la gente en las calles, como se conocfa la gente? (CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT DOWNTOWN IN THOSE 
OLDTMES, WHAT PEOPLE DID ON THE STREBT, HOW PEOPLE MET, THEIH CUSTOMS?) [A14J 
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La gente era muy honesta, (people was very honest) they told you the truth, they went to church, they 
paid whatever it was thatthey had to p£y.[A14a] Ahora no. jQudtal raza! (Now, no! What a shame!) 
A14b] Everything has changed to the worse![A14c] Vino un hombre pa' aca, un americano (An 
american came) Has everything changed Ms. Brady? Yes.[A14d] To the best or to the worse? 
WORSE!! (she spelled it then).[A14e] No, eran muy buena gente antes.(lDeppte were very nice 
before).[MA  ̂

Untn what age did you live in Klain? Cuantos anos tehfa cuando estaba wiendo en Main?[A15] 
Cuando venfa por ahf, como doce anos (I was around twelve when I went t/ierej.[A15a] La Angelita, las 
Sotos. use to go there too.[A15b] She didn't want to change her name. Angelita Flores, and she went to 
Phoenix.[A15c] The other sisters stayed in Tucson, la Maria Sato.[A15d] 

Did you use to go often to la Placita'̂ AIS] 
La Placita. con muchachas. mu(̂ as. allf habfan muchos, muchos muchachos conocidos, los Sotos, 
tres...̂ La Pladta, mth hts of girls, many; and many boys there also, known boys as the ̂ tos...) 
[A16a] 

So you use to meetthere^AIT] 
There, the meeting pIace.[A17a] 

Everyday? Weekends?[A18] 
Sunday, los Domingos ...Sundays we use to get together and go around la plaza (THE SC)UARE).[A1 8a] 

Did you go with your parents?[A19] 
With the girls, six, seven giris we went together, muchas muchachas and (tors OF GIRLS), lots of boys 
there too.[A19a] They came from the South.[A19b] More girls from this side and more toys from the 
east side and the south.[A19c] 

Were the boys and girls maJnty Mexican or also Anglo people came?[A20] 
Unos eran Mejicanos y otros eran meztizos (some were Mexican and others were half breed), half and 
half.[A21] 

Did you mostly Sf̂ e English there?[A22] 
It was very nice, very nice, and then de la Ceille Gushing estaba la Lolita (Lolita was on Gushing St), 
she used to sing.[A22a] 

Where did she sing?[A23] 
The Cathedral, she was a solist, muy buena pa' cantar. JA! JA! (a good singer) [A23a] 

During mass?[A24] 
Natural. La Lolita Montijo.[A24a] She got mam'ed with a ...twice. Charlie Ojeda and then Aros.[A2'4b] 

Do you remember the Streets of M^er and Convent?[A25] 
Convent Street, allf la calle Convento?[A25a] Seguro, allf estaban todos los conocidos en la calle 
Convento (sure all the known people were there in Convent St)... los Rodriguez, two stories house, los 
Sanchez.[A25b] 

And Meyer Street?[A26] 
Meyer Street, en la Calle Meyer habfa la Mary Joe, Kengla... (on Meyer St was Mary Joe'J[A26a] 

Are titose shops?[A27] 
Muchos Chinos, Chinese, de M6jico los echaron y vinieron y pusieron aquf tiendas (many Chinese that 
were thrown out from Mexteo, came here and opened sforosj.[A27a] 

Dki you ever worked?[A28J 
No.[A28a] 

At what age you got manied^A29J 
Twenty sb(.[A29a] 
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Antes de casarse en donde vivfa? Where did you live before getting married?[A3C] 
En Main, in front of...los Tecolotes, four hundred blocfc.[A30a] 

So did you know Pcy Dradiman?[A31] 
Roy, Uf! L3<e my hand.[A31 a] He was younger.IASI b] El Roy...muy inteligente Roy, he had a show, 
on (ingress, east Congress, el Roy Drachman.[A31c] El Roy tenfa sus hermarxjs.̂ /?oy was very 
intelligent, he had his brothers}.[A3^dH 

Do you remember when they tore down, Ud. seacuetda cuando et̂ aron siiajo eledifido de la Old 
Cathedral?[A32J 

Well. oh. sure, here the...ln front was the theater, these were officas en frente.[A32a] The Depot tenfa 
dos callro, el Depot pa' alia y luego pa' aca la Calle Congreso y la calle que as del Depc/L(̂ e depot had 
two streets, one overthere and then over here Congress St and the d^mt street). [A32b] 

diferenda habia cuando estaba el depot antes a cuando estsdja la vieja caiedrat? (WHAT WAS 
DIFFERENT WHEN THE DEPOT WAS THERE CW WHEM THE OLD CATHEDRAL WAS THERTE?)[A33] 

Pues no habfa envidia. todos se ayudaban (there was no envy, ever̂ iody helped each other).[A33al 
Everything was very smooth. Now is nothing but ill take your head if I have to.[A33b] Muy matos (very 
mean .̂[A33c] You have to watch your step now, watch w^at you say too.[A33d] Entonces eran muy 
buenos todos, todos se ayudaban (then everyone was good and helped each other).[A33e] 

Do you remember urban renewal, when they did the Tucson Community Center?[A34J 
Donde fud?[A34a] No habIa high schrol, luego hideron la... (where was h, there was no high st̂ iool, 
then they did the...XA34b] 

Did you ever go to the old cathedral?lA35J 
I only went one or twice to the old cathedral, I went to the new one (looking at a/shotograph of la 
Pl̂ ita][A3Sa] iQu  ̂es eso? (What is this?) [A35b] Ah. la Placita que d â a cuatro calles (Ahl The 
Pladta fadng four streetsi) [AS5c] En la plaza alif venfan todos, en la plaza tocaba la orquesta (Oie 
ondtetra played in the square, everybody came there), and the boys use to coma from the south and 
the girls from the..el norte aquf (the north here) los Parkers.[A35d] Beiier days then, good days, muy 
buenos dias.[A35e] 

Do you remember something special that happened to you in that square^A36] 
Nothing. nothing.[A36a] 
Todos muy buenos, los Mansos venfan de alici (everyone was good, the Mansos came from there), la 
Clarita Manso and her brother; they lived in Gushing Street[A36b] El Hen'eras told me that he knew 
everything, he wrote down.[A36c] Curioso (curmus), very smart boy. Es muy vivo, muy inteligente, 
todo sabe ( he is very smart, very intelligent; knows everything) [A36d] 

^QuS hacia cuando ba a Congress? (What you use to do whenever you went to Congress?)[A37] 
Nada. rx}s paseabamos con los muchachos alrededor (nothing, all the young people we use to walk 
amund).[A37a] Vendfan nieve. estaban vendtendo nieve (th  ̂used to sell ice cream).lA37b] Ibael 
Ben Paiker. Nilo Strohn, nosotros, todos de la Main; la Helen Hughes (all the kids of Main St, we use 
to go ttiere). we use to have very good time.[A37c] 

^Helen Hughes era la hija de Atanasia Santa Cruz? (WAS HELEN HUGHES, ATANASIA SATFTA CRUZ "DAUGHTER?) 
La Helen Hughes y el hermano (Helen Hughes arui hertmther). in that street going to the hospital, third 
street I think.[A3 ]̂ 

jSe acuerda cuando tiraron abajo las casas que habfan entre Main, Stone, Congress y Cushing? (DO YOU 
REMEMBER WHENTHETTOMDOWNTHEAREA BETWEEN MAIN, ST0N£.C0NGRESSANDCUSHKG?)[A39J 

Yo no vf. el muchacho vino y dqo.[A39a] Oh! dijo. estin tumbando las casas (I did not see it, the boy 
came and said that they were teaiiî  down the /io{/ses/[A39b] La casa de Manso, Genaro Manso, he 
lived across the street from the Montijos on Cushing.[A39c] 

Did they tore down the houses of many ofyourftiends?[A40] 
Aja. lots of f riends.[A40a] Y allf creo qua mataron a Esteban, Esteban Ochoa.[A40b] El tenfa negocio 
en la esquina de la Meyer Street (I thirik Estetian Otdwa was kMed there, he had a business on the 
comer of Meyer St;.[A40c] 
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What happened?[A41J 
He was selling and a man came and bought liquor.[A41a] He sold him; but then he came ...caydndose y 
no quiso (kJling down and did not iKanf̂ .[A41b] Duerma y no dumnid (sleep and he did not).[M1c] 
iPues ahorfta quierol {! want right now) [A41d] Pues no! (sure not]iM\Q\ Pues voy ahf pa' mi casa y 
voy a traer algo y lo voy a matar! (I'm going home to bring something to 1^1 you) [A4iq Fud pa' su casa. 
lo mat6 (He went home and kiUed hm)[AA^g] Ylo ban a matar a 61, pero C>ofiaAtanasiay CtonaPetrita 
StBvons (They were going to kUI him but Mrs. Atanasia nad Mrs.Petra). [A41h] Dona Atanasia y Dona 
Petra eran hermainas. las Santa Cruces; y ellas lo defendieton mucho...lo querfan ahorcar (The people 
wanted to kill him. but Mrs. Atanasia and Mrs Petra, the Santa Cruz sisters, strongly defended him). 
[A41I] 

iNo to m^aron? (WASN'T HE Kg±ED?)[A42J 
No, no lo mataron por ellas (No, he lived thanks to them). [A42a] 

Were you very your}g?[A43] 
Vary young, but I was in everything, muy intrusa. todo. viendo todo (I had a strong curiosity) [A43a] Y 
luego les decfa a mis hermanas y a los demds: voy a escribir, se me va a olvidar (Then I us  ̂to say to 
my sisters and to everyone that / would write everything so I would not forget). [A43b] 

Did you write a tot of things? ̂ Tiene muchas cosas escritas?[A44] 
Tengo yo mucho, yeah, I wrote a lot of things and somebody asked for the papers y no me los trajeron, 
so I wouldn't forget[A44a] Do you write for the papers?[A44b] 

No, no; for the University.[A4S] 
Oh, for the University. I went to the University y luego me cas6 (Then I got married) [A45a] No quise 
petder a Charlie (I did not want to loose Ch^Ge), a good man witti money; y lo querfan en mi casa mucto 
a Charlie (M home he was v  ̂much liked). [A45b] My sister mam'ed Montijo, hennano de la Lolita 
(Lolita's brother)she use to sing in the cathedral.[A45c] La Fina was my sister and she married Lolita 
Montijo's brother. Manuel Montijo.[A45d] Nunca se andaban peleando, ni nada, se ayudaban (they 
never argued, ̂ ey helped each other). [A45a] 

Tell me more things about la Placita?[A46] 
De este lado habfan muchos muchachos, del north side (There were a lot of guys from the north side) 
[A46a] El Ben Parker, la Annie Parker, la Sophie Lopez, la Chu Lopez, Uh! un montonazo! (Lots of 
kids.) [A46b] Del otro lado. del south side estaba la Lolita lAorAyp.(Lortta Montijo came from the south 
SACte'j[A46c] They use to come and ... en la Placita nos estdbeunoŝ spem/ the time in La Piadta).[A4Sd] 
We had good time.[A46e] 

Dki some of your friends of la Pladta got married after̂ A47] 
Mmm...yo me casd con el Charlie Brady...hacen den afios (I married Charlie Brady ages ago). [A47al 

ICU^ntOS hijOStUVd? (HOWMAHYKIDS YOUHAD?)[A48] 
El Charlie Brady no estaba ̂ uf primero. luego vino a vivir con su hermano. (First Charlie Brady was not 
here he came to live wfth his brother).[fii43a  ̂

c, C6mo comdd a Charlie Brady? Where did you meet him?[A49] 
Here, in downtown. Ahf wvfa (Here in town where he lived). [A49a] He came and lived with his brother on 
North Seventh Avenue.[A49b] Las casas de la Maggie Brady, ahf lo conocf (I met him at Maggie 
Brady's houses). [A4Sc]. Luego se muri6 la Maggie, y se las dej6 a su hermano y al Charlie, a mi 
esposo (Then Ma îe died and left her houses to her brother and Charlie) [A49d]. Mi esposo se muri6 y 
me las dejd a mf (h  ̂husband died and left them to me). [A49e]. Allf vivfan las Pesqueiras, las 
Jdcomes, las Elises (The Pesqueiras, the Jacomes, the Elises. used to live there) [A49i]. La Panch'rta 
era Mejlcana y el era Americano, y tuvieron a las muchachas, a la Debby. la Hilda, la Julia, la Amelia; 
ella era la Mejicana, Doria Panchita (Parx îta was Mexican and was married to an American, they had 
the girk,... Dona Parichita, she was Mexican l̂MSg] 

c, Creo que Bob Salvatierra vivfa allf?(i WINK BOB SALVATBRRA LIVED THERE?)[ASOJ 
He lived in the comer there.[A50a] {El Bob! Eran puros hombres (bob! they were only boys) [ASOb] 
El tocaba el piano (he played the piano) [A50c]. Es muy bueno. he is a goc  ̂boy (he is very good) 
[A50d]. ^Se cas6? ^Con qui§n se cas6 dl?(did he marry, with vvrfiom?) [A50e] Vtvfan en la cuarta y la 
sexta, en una esquina. vivfa en la Diecisiete. allf vivfa mucha gente conocida. {They Hved on 4th and 
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6th, on the comer; mar̂  known people lived on 17th). [ASOfl '• 

^Se acuerda cuando tiramn el Barrio...[AS1} 
^EI qu6? ^El qu§? (WHAT?) [A51 a] 

El Barrio donde vivlan hs Montifos. [ASS] 
Sf, si ma acuerdo muciio...el gOero Manuel (Yes, I remember very well, Manuel the blond); Manuel 
manied my sister, es mi cunado (He is my brother in law); la Lolitci, la catedral, cathedral, se muri6 
cantando (Lolita, the cathedral, she died singirtg)J[AS2srj El GQeio Manuel, la Lolita, el Mike, se caso 
con la Aurelia Semci; conocf a toda esa bola (Manuel the bhnde, Lolita, Mike, the one Otat manied 
Aurelia Sema, I krtew all that gang).[A52b] La Maggie Treat vivfa en la esquina de la Stone (Maggie 
Treat lived on the comer of Stone) [AS2cl. Y luego aqudlla ̂ C6mo se llama? Antes de la Church; ahf 
vivfa, dabas vuetta a la esquina. I can show you (And then that one, how is it called, before Church, she 
lived there around the comerX/̂ 2d]. 

^Hablan muchos bailes en ̂ a 4poca?[A53] ' 
i,Qu&7 ^Habfan muchos qu6? (What? There were many ivA>af?>[A53a] 

Bailes, dances?[A53] 
Ohhi Qud barbaro! todos querfan bailar con el Ben Parker, porque era un guero pa' bailar (Oh! My 
goodnessi Everyone want̂  to dance vnth Ben Parker, he was very good at it). [A53b]. jElBen! El 
Ben y la Annie, la Sophie, la Chu, la Aurelia en la Calle Main, y la Carolina Suelas andaba con el Pete 
Whee\.(BenL.hang around with Pete Wheel). [A53c] 

^Los bailes eran en las casas?(WBFIETHE DANCES AT HOMES?)[A54] 
En las casas; Dona Annie Hughes tenia casas en la Calle Cinco, al frente, la Main y la Cinco, al frente 
(In the houses, Mrs. Annie Hughes had houses on 5th St across on Main and 5th). [A54a] 

^Se acuerda de sJguna celebracidn en Armory Paik?(oo YOU REMEMBER ANY EVENT IN ARMORY PARK?)[A55} 
Armory Park estaba para el (was to the) South. [A55a] 

Did you go often to Armory Park?[AS6] 
Yo iba para all4 todos k>s muchachos allf se juntaban, la Lolita cantaba (I use to go there, all the kids 
dki, Lolita sang) and she and la Hortencia Toli, Conchita la Lama...vety good times, there were very 
good times then.[A56a] Qud buen tiempo p>asdbamos (we spent good times). [A56b]. 

E,Qu6 tipo de mQsica tocaban en la Pladta?(WHAT KIND OF MUSIC WAS PLAYED IN LA PLAcrTA?)[AS7] 
Orquesta. Buena.Cyooc/ orchestra). [A^a] 

e,MCisica Mepcana?(mexican music?)[AS8] 
Ybuena,b{iena(aiKigoodone). [A58a] 

^Los Mariachis?[A59] 
No habian ̂ ^a îs (there were no Mariachis). [A59a] 

TamtM6n iban a la Pladta poria noche?(DD YOU GO TO LA PLAOTA AT Nl&MUE?)[A60] 
La pladta. no habfa mucho por la noche Plac'tta. era en la tarde y agarraba parte de la noche (There was 
not much La Pladta during the night, it was on the afternoon and then a bit through the evening). 
[A60a]. Ahf estaban los Elks, ahf eran meseros los Elks... (The EB(s were waiters there). [A60b] 

What is the Bks?[A61] 
Ahf en frente de la Placita vivfan las Lemas (the Lemas lived in front of La Placita), on Church, Stone 
[A61a]. Viendo conozco todo (if I see it, I know). [ASIb] 

^En la misma Placita hat̂ an s6lo Sendas, restaurantes?(WHERE N^RE ONLY SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS IN LA 
PLACrTA?)[A62J 

Habfan tiendas pocas, pero no muchas, restaurantes sf, tiendas de bs chinos (there were some shops 
but not much, many restaurants and Chinese stores). [A62a] 

c. Y casas?(AND HOUSES?)[A63] 
Muy pocas casas, la casa de las Lemsis (very few houses, the Lemas' House). [A63a]. 
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iHabfa aSgOn ana o teatro, movio?(WAS THERE ANY UOVIE, THEATRE?XA64] 
En la Placfta. no (not in La Pladta) [A64a]. SI no necesit&bamos movie, teniendo compafiero f̂ ra que 
qiM&reseso (WBdidnotneedmo\n^hsvingafsaitnervifhyyouwanttnoviGS?) [A64b]. Yateniendo 
(having a) full friend, what the heck.[A64c] Mi hermana se cas6 con el (my sister married) Manuel 
Montijo [A64d]. La Hazel y la Winnie, lasconoce? fOo you tootc Hare/anc/liWn/}A?? [̂A64e] Muy 
buena la Hazel pa' leer, jOh! Qud b îrbara (Haze! was a good reader, yes she wasi) [A65i] Viven ahora 
en Phoenix (now they ̂ e in Phoenix). [A6 ]̂ En Church habfa mucha gente conodda, los 
Valenzuelas allf vivfan, se fueron para California (Many well known peo/̂ e lived on Chuich; the 
Valenzuelas lived there, they went to CaiUbmia). [A65h] iLos Oldtimers! La Maggie Hughes se cas6 
con el Frank Treat y tenfan la Mabel Treat (The oldtimers! Maggie Hughes married Frank Treat; they had 
Mabel Treat), went to San Francisco. [A65Q La Maggie muy ̂ ena hija de Dona Atanasia Hughes, Dona 
Atanasia y IDona Petra eran hermanas (Maggie was a veiy good daughter of Mrs. Atanasia Hughes, 
Mrs. Atanasia and Mrs. Petra were sisters). [A65j] 
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