
Intervention in intrafamilial child sexual abuse:
A comparative analysis of professional attitudes

Item Type text; Thesis-Reproduction (electronic)

Authors Bowen, Kathleen Ann, 1959-

Publisher The University of Arizona.

Rights Copyright © is held by the author. Digital access to this material
is made possible by the University Libraries, University of Arizona.
Further transmission, reproduction or presentation (such as
public display or performance) of protected items is prohibited
except with permission of the author.

Download date 16/05/2023 14:13:54

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10150/291926

http://hdl.handle.net/10150/291926


INFORMATION TO USERS 

The most advanced technology has been used to photo
graph and reproduce this manuscript from the microfilm 
master. UMI films the text directly from the original or 
copy submitted. Thus, some thesis and dissertation copies 
are in typewriter face, while others may be from any type 
of computer printer. 

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the 
quality of the copy submitted. Broken or indistinct print, 
colored or poor quality illustrations and photographs, 
print bleedthrough, substandard margins, and improper 
alignment can adversely affect reproduction. 

In the unlikely event that the author did not send UMI a 
complete manuscript and there are missing pages, these 
will be noted. Also, if unauthorized copyright material 
had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion. 

Oversize materials (e.g., maps, drawings, charts) are re
produced by sectioning the original, beginning at the 
upper left-hand corner and continuing from left to right in 
equal sections with small overlaps. Each original is also 
photographed in one exposure and is included in reduced 
form at the back of the book. These are also available as 
one exposure on a standard 35mm slide or as a 17" x 23" 
black and white photographic print for an additional 
charge. 

Photographs included in the original manuscript have 
been reproduced xerographically in this copy. Higher 
quality 6" x 9" black and white photographic prints are 
available for any photographs or illustrations appearing 
in this copy for an additional charge. Contact UMI directly 
to order. 

University Microfilms International 
A Bell & Howell Information Company 

300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346 USA 
313/761-4700 800/521-0600 





Order Number 1336670 

Intervention in intrafamilial child sexual abuse: A comparative 
analysis of professional attitudes 

Bowen, Kathleen Ann, M.A. 

The University of Arizona, 1989 

U M I  
300N.ZcebRd. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48106 





INTERVENTION IN INTRAFAMILIAL CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE: 

A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF PROFESSIONAL ATTITUDES 

by . 

Kathleen Ann Bowen 

A Thesis Submitted to the Faculty of the 

SCHOOL OF COUNSELING AND GUIDANCE 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
For the Degree of 

MASTER OF ARTS 

In the Graduate College 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 

19 8 9 



2 

STATEMENT BY AUTHOR 

This thesis has been submitted in partial fulfillment 
of requirements for an advanced degree at The University of 
Arizona and is deposited in the University Library to be made 
available to borrowers under rules of the Library. 

Brief quotations from this thesis are allowable with
out special permission, provided that accurate acknowledgment 
of source is made. Requests for permission for extended 
quotation from or reproduction of this manuscript in whole or 
in part may be granted by the head of the major department or 
the Dean of the Graduate College when in his or her judgment 
the proposed use of the material is in the interests of 
scholarship. In all other instances, however, permission 
must be obtained from the author. 

SIGNED Clx\x\ 

APPROVAL BY THESIS DIRECTOR 

This theses has been approved on the date shown below: 

RICHARD ERICKSON 
Associate Professor of 

Counseling and Guidance 

Date 



3 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I want to express my sincere gratitude and deep 
appreciation to those people who made the completion of my 
thesis possible. To my committee members: Dr. Richard 
Erikson, my thesis advisor, whose knowledge, supervision and 
sense of humor provided the guidance and encouragement needed 
to complete this project; Dr. Philip Lauver, whose encour
agement at the beginning of this program and statistical 
skills during the project I am grateful for; and to Dr. Betty 
Newlon, who has encouraged my quest for knowledge, made 
learning a treat, and believed in my abilities to accomplish 
my goals. 

Special thanks to Pat Blassingame for her typing 
skills and ability to get a days work done in one hour. She 
has been wonderfully supportive and a true friend. 

The continued support and encouragement of my 
classmates Kari Seiverd and Laura Benzel made this project 
seem possible during its toughest moments. A special thanks 
to Laura for her love, care and personal philosophy; take 
time to play. 

To Michelle Achey, whose friendship of 14 years is 
invaluable to me. As she has shared in most all of my life's 
joys and sorrows, so did she share in this project with her 
constant encouragement and belief in me. 

My family has always been supportive; providing love 
and encouragement throughout my life. It is with deep love 
and admiration that I thank my grandparents, Cecil and Ruth 
Staver, who have given roe support, love and the courage to go 
after a dream. My parents, Walt and Dorothy Hill, my 
brothers, Thane and Cody, and my sister, Susan have been a 
great supportive team who have taught me to laugh, to cry, 
and to believe in myself. 

To my husband Sid, without whom this project would 
never have been completed. His patience for the late nights 
and ups and downs of this project, his unfailing encour-
ragement, support and drive, especially when mine was low, 
along with his sense of humor has not only made this project 
possible but meaningful. I am extremely proud and eternally 
grateful for our love and life together. 



4 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

LIST OF TABLES 6 

ABSTRACT 7 

CHAPTER 

1. INTRODUCTION 8 

Purpose of the Study 9 
Definition of Terms 10 
Statement of the Problem 10 
Assumptions 11 
Summary 11 

2. REVIEW OF SELECTED LITERATURE 13 

Historical Overview 13 
Pioneers in the Field of Research 15 
Myths 19 
Dynamic s*. ...... .......... 21 
Intervention and Professional Attitudes . . 2 4 
Summary 2 9 

3. METHODS 31 

Population Description. . 31 
Instrument 32 
Procedure 3 3 
Data Analysis 3 3 
Summary 3 3 

4. RESULTS 3 4 

Results 34 
Data Analysis 3 8 
Summary 6 0 

5. SUMMARY, IMPLICATIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS. . . 6 3 

Population Sample . . . 
Measurement 
Summary of the Findings 

63 
64 
64 



5 

TABLE OF CONTENTS—Continued 

Page 

Limitations of the Study 6 9 
Recommendations 7 0 
Implications for the Practitioner 7 0 

APPENDIX A: ATTITUDES QUESTIONNAIRE 7 2 

APPENDIX B: COVER LETTER 7 8 

APPENDIX C: TRAINING AND EDUCATION QUESTIONS 8 0 

SELECTED REFERENCES 8 3 



6 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table Page 

1. Demographic data 3 6 

2. Intervention attitudes by percent (Case 1). . . 4 0 

3. Intervention attitudes by percent (Case 2). . . 4 2 

4. Intervention attitudes by percent (Case 3). . . 45 

5. Intervention attitudes mean rank (Case 1) . . . 4 7 

6. Intervention attitudes mean rank (Case 2) . . . 5 0 

7. Intervention attitudes mean rank (Case 3) . . . 5 2 

8. Intervention attitudes mean rank (Case 4) . . . 61 



7 

ABSTRACT 

This study used a questionnaire to explore the 

similarities and differences in professional attitudes 

towards intervention in incest cases. Demographic data were 

collected from a sample consisting of 35 men and women 

employed at one of the following: a counseling agency, child 

protective services, the sheriff's department, and the police 

department in a Southwest community. 

Results showed significant differences in mean ranks, 

and several conclusions were drawn from the data analysis: 

counselors and child protective service workers' attitudes 

are similar, with agreement for mental health therapy. 

Sheriff and police detectives' attitudes are similar, with 

agreement for incarceration of the father. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Child sex abuse is a serious crime against children, 

which often results in physical and emotional damage to the 

victims (Finkelhor, 1979). The new annual cases of child sex 

abuse for children under 18 years of age are in the 150,000 

to 200,000 range (Schetkey & Green, 1988). Glaser and Frosh 

(1988) believe the figures "grossly underestimated" the true 

frequency of child sex abuse and children often feel afraid 

and or guilty and do not tell about their abuse. Also, 

legitimate cases have gone unsubstantiated (Russell, 1988). 

One form of sex abuse is incest. According to 

VanderMey and Neff ( 1 986 ), incest was not perceived as a 

severe form of child abuse or a social problem until the mid 

1970's. Of all child sex abuse, incest accounts for one half 

of the female victims and one fifth of the male victims 

(Finkelhor, 1979). 

Professional interest and need has reached an all-

time high in child sex abuse (Conte & Berliner, 1988). This 

has prompted the development of specialized counseling agen

cies, child protective services, and sex crime units within 

sheriff and police departments. Professionals in these 

groups are responsible for "the initial decision making 
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stages in investigation and for judgements that affect the 

disposition of cases" (Wilk & McCarthy, 1 986 , p. 20). 

According to Glaser and Frosh (1988), many professionals have 

private inhibitions when faced with disturbing sexual 

details, doubts of truthfulness regarding the account of the 

abuse, conflicting loyalty between the child and the abuser, 

feelings of anger, and an uncertainty about what constitutes 

acceptable touch. These personal feelings and uncertainties 

are evident among professionals at the level of both policy 

and practice. 

Purpose of the Study 

The literature on child sex abuse provides informa

tion on treatment intervention (Salter, 1988), evaluation 

(Schetky & Green, 1988), and process of validation (Glaser & 

Frosh, 1988). However, little has been done in researching 

professional attitudes regarding the issues of child sex 

abuse. Wilk and McCarthy ( 1986) provided one of the first 

studies which measured professional attitudes toward 

intervention in child sex abuse cases. The purpose of this 

study was to (1) identify differences and similarities among 

professional groups working with child sex abuse victims; and 

(2) contribute to the knowledge in the field of child sex 

abuse. 



10 

Definition of Terms 

For the purpose of this study, the following terms 

are defined: 

Child Sex Abuse: When a"sexually mature person has, by 

design or neglect of their usual societal or specific 

responsibilities in relation to a child below the age 

of consent, engaged or permitted the engagement of 

that child in any activity of a sexual nature 

intended to lead to the sexual gratification of the 

sexually mature person (Standing Committee on 

Sexually Abused Children (SCOSAC), p. 194, cited in 

Glaser & Frosh, 1988). 

Incest: Sexual exploitation of a daughter by her father or 

stepfather. 

Intervention: Professional action in child sex abuse, which 

includes, removing a child from the home, counseling 

the victim, offender, and their family, and legal 

action. 

Child: Any person in the age range from birth to 16 years 

old. 

Statement of the Problem 

The problem under investigation in the present study 

was: What are the attitudes , among professionals who work 

with child sex abuse victims, about intervention in child sex 

abuse cases involving father/daughter or stepfather/daughter 



11 

incest. The purpose of the study and the preceding problem 

lent itself to the following research questions: 

1. Are the attitudes of professionals working at a 

counseling agency, child protective services, the 

sheriff's department, and the police department 

similar or different? 

2. Do counselors and child protective service workers 

have similar attitudes? 

3. Do sheriff and police detectives have similar atti

tudes? 

4. Do professional attitudes differ if given specific 

case vignettes as opposed to asking about incest in 

general? 

Assumptions 

In this study it was assumed that: 

1 . The subjects were adults who voluntarily completed 

the questionnaire for this study. 

2. The subjects who completed the study had worked with 

child sex abuse cases, specifically incest. 

3. The questionnaires were completed objectively. 

Summary 

The present chapter provided an introduction into the 

area of intervention, the purpose of the study, definition of 
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terms, a statement of the problem, research questions, and 

assumptions. 
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CHAPTER 2 

REVIEW OF SELECTED LITERATURE 

"Incest is no new social problem. Presumably there 

has never been a time when it was not happening" (Renvoize, 

1982, p. 1). Anthropologists report that the two most common 

themes occurring in artifacts across cultures have been 

immortality and incest (Justice & Justice, 1979). The 

following is not meant to be a comprehensive review, but 

rather a brief overview of the history, pioneers in research, 

myths, dynamics, and intervention and professional attitudes 

on incest. 

Historical Overview 

Incest has existed throughout history. According to 

Maisch (1968/1972), it can be traced back to mythology, 

including Greek, Roman, Egyptian, and Persian myths. "Incest 

as portrayed in mythology and the Bible, with the exception 

of Zeus, seems to have involved primary siblings" (Schetky & 

Green, 1988, p. 23). Maisch (1968/1972) also cites the Bible 

for examples of incestuous behavior, particularly the Old 

Testament narratives of the Hebrews. In ancient Ireland, 

Hawaii, Greece, Peru, Siam, Burma, and the Ptolemaic Dynasty, 

incest was common among the privileged groups, especially 
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nobility (Weinberg, 1955). In ancient Persia incest was 

"highly desirable," although mostly practiced by rulers and 

priests (Masters, 1963). Justice and Justice (1979) cite 

pure bloodlines, keeping the family's wealth from commoners, 

and ensuring a throne as reasons for incestuous behavior 

among these populations. The extent of incest in nonliber-

ates was rare, far less than in Western Societies (Weinberg, 

1955). 

According to Tuchman (1978), few boundaries existed 

between children and adults in the Middle Ages, and sex play 

was common. During the Renaissance and Greek revival period, 

there was a climate of promiscuity. Clergy freely engaged in 

incest (Durant, 1953, cited in Schetky & Green, 1988). Pope 

Alexander VI seduced his daughter, and Pope John XXII had 

sexual relations with some 200 girls, women, and nuns 

(Masters, 1963). 

The eighteenth and nineteenth centuries brought 

continued sexual misuse of children; however, children's 

social value increased. In 1875, the Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Children was established in New York 

and in 1885 was established in England. According to Schetky 

and Green (1988), the nineteenth century ushered in the 

Victorian ideals of courtly love and middle class women's 

"distaste" for sex. This, in turn, prompted an increase of 

prostitution, which included child brothels. 



15 

The twentieth century produced child labor laws, 

public education, and children's aid societies. The Society 

for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children met its demise in 

1909, as the emergence of social workers and psychologists 

began working with families to keep children in the home 

(VanderMey & Neff, 1986). 

Research Pioneers 

In nineteenth century France, a French physician 

named Bernard reported 36,176 cases of rape and assault on 

children 15 and under between the years of 1 827 and 1876 

( Schetky & Green, 1 988 ). Another physician, Brouaidel 

(1909), stated that "sexual assaults are crimes of the home" 

(cited in Schetky & Green, 1988, p. 27). Tardieu (1857) 

commented on the frequency of sexual assault on young 

children, especially fathers abusing their daughters (cited 

in Schetky & Green, 1988). Magnan ( 1 983 ) was one of the 

first to describe the behavioral after affects of child sex 

abuse, presenting a case of a 5-year-old victim who had 

become highly eroticized and was making sexual advances on 

adults (cited in Schetky & Green, 1988). According to Rush 

(1980), Josephine Butler was the first crusader against 

sexual exploitation to speak out in Parliament, in the late 

1800's. 

Freud was also a forerunner in the area of sexual 

abuse. In 1896, he first stated that "the behavior of 
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patients while they are reproducing these infantile expe

riences is in every respect incompatible with the assumption 

that scenes are anything else than a reality which is being 

felt with distress and reproduced with greatest reluctance 

(cited in Schetky & Green, 1988, p. 27). However, Freud 

later abandoned this concept and stated that his patients 

were experiencing nothing more than fantasies or expressing 

childhood desires rather than a real experience of incest 

(Schetky & Green, 1988). According to Masson (1984), Freud's' 

friend Ferenczi disagreed with Freud and held onto his own 

belief that his patients reports were "the terrible truth." 

Ferenczi was ridiculed by his colleagues, who called him 

paranoid. With Freud's influence in the medical community, 

Ferenczi's paper on sex abuse was suppressed and the proofs 

were destroyed (Masson, 1984). 

In the early years of the twentieth century, the 

reported incidence of sex abuse was low, and research was 

almost nonexistent. In 1910, 11 states—Alabama, Arizona, 

Delaware, Idaho, Maine, Nevada, New Hampshire, Oregon, Utah, 

West Virginia, and Wyoming — claimed no detected child sex 

abuse offenders. Washington state claimed the highest 

incidence rate, slightly over 7 per 1 million inhabitants 

(Weinberg, 1955). In 1920, only 3 states reported no 

child sex abuse cases (Idaho, Missouri, and Wyoming), with 

Maryland having the highest incidence rate: 5 per 1 million 



inhabitants (Weinberg, 1955). There were no states that 

claimed zero occurrences in 1930, with Minnesota having the 

highest incidence: 3 per 1 million inhabitants (Weinberg, 

1955). Then, in 1940, Landis, conducted a study of 295 

hospital patients and controls. He reported that 23.7% were 

abused before puberty by adults, with 12.5% being abused by 

family members (Herman, 1981). Herman (1981) cites four more 

major studies: (1) Kinsey's (1953) population consisted of 

4,441 white middle class women; 24% were sexually abused 

before puberty by an adult, with 1.0% being abused by a 

father or stepfather; (2) Landis's (1956) population con

sisted of 1 ,028 female college students, 24% of whom were 

sexually abused before puberty by an adult; (3) Gagnon's 

(1965) population consisted of 1,200 white middle class women 

taken from Kinsey's (1953) study; Gagnon found that 28% were 

sexually abused before puberty, and .06% were sexually abused 

by a father or stepfather, and (4) Finkelhor's population 

(1978), consisting of 530 female college students; 17% were 

sexually abused before puberty, with 1.3% being sexually 

abused by a father or stepfather, Also involved in early 

child sex abuse research were Weinberg (1955), who studied 

200 court cases in Illinois and found that 75% of child abuse 

cases involved incest. He estimated incest to number 1 case 

per every 1 million United States inhabitants during a 1 year 

period (cited in Nelson, 1987). Also, DeFrancis (1969) ran a 



study in New York City from 1966 to 1969 and found that 3,000 

cases were reported during each of the 3 years (cited in 

Renvoize, 1982). DeFrancis estimated a national annual 

referring rate of 100,000 cases. With the population at 

203,000,000 in 1970, DeFrancis then estimated 1 molest for 

every 2,300 people in the population (cited in Renvoize, 

1982) . 

"Perceiving incest as a severe form of child abuse 

and defining it as a social problem did not occur until 

roughly the mid 1970's" (VanderMey & Neff, 1986, p. 8). 

Finkelhor's (1979) book presented the first academic study of 

child sex abuse, which not only captured a wide reading 

audience but also the mass media (Schetky & Green, 1 988). 

Russell's (1983) study of 930 women in San Francisco found 

that 16% of the sample had been victims of intrafamilial 

abuse (sex abuse occurring between family members). 

"There are no precise and reliable figures on the 

incidence of child sexual abuse in the United States" 

(Finkelhor, 1984a, p. 18). Based on various studies though, 

incidence is on the rise. According to Nelson (1987), 

Giaretto's treatment program in California reported 30 incest 

cases in 197 1 and 600 cases in 1 978. In Hennepin County 

Minnesota, incest cases numbered 14 in 1972 and 200 in 1977 

(Nelson, 1987). According to Herman (1981), Finkelhor's 

(1978) study found 1 million women reported involvement in 



incest relationships with fathers and 16,000 new cases were 

reported each year. The American Human Association reported 

1,975 cases in 1976, -4,327 cases in 1977, and 22,918 cases in 

1982 (cited in Finkelhor, 1984b). However, according to 

Finkelhor (1984b), the problem far exceeds the statistics 

that reported cases indicate. Sarafino's (1979) study showed 

74,725 reported cases. He believed that those cases going 

unreported would be 3 to 4 times greater, which would add 

261,500 cases, bringing the total to 336,200 cases of child 

sex abuse each year. Finkelhor (1984a) believes that 9-54% 

of all United States women were sexually abused. 

Myths 

Professionals often feel "unprepared to work 

effectively with sexually abused children; the existence of 

various myths and misinformation further compound the 

problem" (England & Thompson, 1988, p. 370). The following 

are some common myths about incest and the realities. The 

first 4 are from England and Thompson ( 1988), and 5 through 

7 are from Nelson (1987). 

1. Incest rarely occurs, but when it does, it is found 

primarily in poorly educated families of low 

socioeconomic status. 

Depending on the study, Conte (1986) states that 

between 15% to 38% of women have been sexually abused 

as children (cited in England & Thompson, 1988). 
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Finkelhor (1986) states that child sex offenders know 

no educational boundaries or social class; different 

ethnic composition samples have shown no prevalence 

rates. 

Child molesters are attracted sexually to their 

victims. 

Groth (1979) has described sexual expression as 

power and anger. Although there are pedophiles, 

Sgroi (1982) believes individuals who sexually 

assault children are not primarily motivated by 

sexual desire. 

Most child molesters are strangers to their victims. 

The Committee for Children at the Seattle 

Institute Advocacy (1984) report that in 80% to 90% 

of the cases, the offender is someone the child loves 

and trusts (cited in England & Thompson, 1988). In 

nearly one-half of sex abuse cases, this trusted 

person is a father or stepfather. 

Children frequently make up stories about engaging in 

sexual activities with adults. 

Herman (1981), in a review of the literature, 

found that over 99% of children were truthful. 

Children are sexy. 

If children really did share the perpetrator's 

sexual desire, they would respond to overtures that 
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adults use on each other. Adult perpetrators find 

they must use coercion: threats, favors, or treats, 

to engage children in sexual activity. 

6. Incest reflects a caring relationship. 

Elizabeth Ward (1984) calls incest father-rape. 

Herman (1981) states that incest is a "betrayal," 

with the use of violence, threats, and fear. 

7. A normal man has to have sex. 

This myth believes that the wife has failed in 

her "wifely duties" and that the husband is "driven" 

to his daughter. This myth expresses the assumption 

that men are enduring celibacy. In Lukianowicz's 

(1972) study, almost all the men had intercourse with 

their wives too; two had mistresses. 

Dynamics 

The dynamics of child sexual abuse, particularly 

incest, can be broken down into four categories: the perpe

trator (father), the mother, the victim (daughter), and the 

family. 

The father in incest abuse is defined, consistently, 

throughout the literature as "dominating and authoritarian at 

home, while often presenting a meek and compliant face to 

external authorities" (Glaser & Frosh, 1988, p. 23). The 

characteristics of these men are controlling and intimi

dating, with frequent use of physical force to maintain their 



power over the family (Herman, 1981; Meiselman, 1978; 

Weinberg, 1955). Alcohol abuse has been frequently cited in 

perpetrators. Kaufman, Peck, and Taguiri (1954) diagnosed 

73% of incestuous fathers as alcoholics (cited in Schetky & 

Green, 1988). Social and physical isolation are precipitat

ing factors to incest. An "endogamic type" of incestuous 

father is described by Weinberg (1955) as a man who is unable 

to establish social relationships outside the family. 

Finkelhor's (1979) study indicated that sexual abuse is high 

in rural areas. 

Mothers of incest victims are often dependent upon 

and or fearful of the perpetrator and are likely to have been 

victims themselves (Herman, 1981; Meiselman, 1978; VanderMey 

& Neff, 1986). Glaser and Frosh (1988) report that "there is 

a considerable amount of relevant evidence that mother-

daughter relations in incestuous families are often poor, and 

that this contributes to the difficulties that children have 

in breaking out of the abusive bind" (p. 44). An absent or 

ill mother is an important predictor of incest (Meiselman, 

1978; Maisch, 1968/1972). Finkelhor's (1979) study found 

girls who did not have a mother at home were 200% more likely 

to be abused than girls with mothers in the home. 

Daughters appear to be at "high risk" for incest if 

they have either a physical and or mental abnormality or are 

a first-born female child, (Browning & Boatman, 1977). 



Tormes (1968) studied 20 incest cases and found that 50% were 

first-born females, and 30% were the first-female born after 

a male (cited in VanderMey & Neff, 1986). Incest activity 

usually begins between the ages of 8 and 12 years old 

(DeYoung, 1982; Goodwin, McCarthy, & DiVasto, 1982; Herman, 

1981). Burgess, Holmstrom, and McCarrsland (1977) studied 

4 4 cases of attempted and completed incest and found that 

27.7% were ages 1-5 years, 25.0% were 6-9 years, 31.8% were 

10-13 years, and 15.9% were 14-16 years. Once the abuse has 

begun, children commonly show some of the following negative 

emotional reactions: depression, guilt, lowered self-esteem, 

phobias, nightmares, restlessness, bedwetting, school re

fusal, a drop in grades, and suicide attempts (Tsai, Feldman-

Summers, & Edgar, 1979). 

According to Butler (1978), the range of "families 

dealing with incest has little to do with class, race, 

economic status, or social background" (p. 11). Forward 

(1981), who has treated 300 incest cases states that: 

. . . the families come from every economic, cultur
al, racial, educational, religious, and geographical 
background. They are doctors, policemen, prosti
tutes, secretaries, artists, and merchants. They are 
heterosexual, bisexual, and homosexual. They are 
happily married and four times divorced . . . they 
are emotionally stable and they have multiple 
personalities. (cited in Nelson, 1982, p. 22) 

Characteristics that are common in incestuous families are 

secrecy (Herman, 1981), no respect for boundaries, a lack of 



modesty concerning nudity and toileting (Sgori, 1982), and 

role confusion (Meiselman, 1978). 

Intervention and Professional Attitudes 

"Professional intervention never involves one source 

or person alone. Usually a network of people from different 

disciplines and agencies becomes involved" (Furniss, 1983, 

p. 208). The following discusses three types of professional 

intervention: (1) primary police intervention—any interven

tion by any professional which has as its target the father, 

with the aim of punishing him as the perpetrator; (2) primary 

social intervention—intervention where the child is the 

target of direct action, with the aim of the protection of 

the physical, emotional, and moral development of the 

child victim; and (3) primary therapeutic intervention--al 1 

intervention with the primary concerns of changing family 

relationships, including all members (Furniss, 1983). Also 

discussed will be professional attitudes towards interven

tion. 

"There is no aspect of the problem of sexual abuse 

more controversial than the issue of criminal action against 

the offender (MacFar1ane & Bulkley (1982), cited in 

Finkelhor, 1983, p. 201). Those who oppose criminal action 

believe it interferes with therapy and the rehabilitation 

outcome of all parties. They believe there is little 

sensitivity towards the needs of the family, and that child 



victims are forced to endure interrogations and courtroom 

confrontations with the offender. The family is put in the 

position of having to choose between the offender or side 

with the victim. The family is subjected to embarrassing 

publicity, and the offender may become entrenched in his 

denial (Finkelhor, 1983). Those who favor criminal prosec

ution believe that the lenient treatment of sex offenders 

condones exploitative acts of men against young women and 

girls. They believe it is necessary to have effective public 

enforcement of laws against sex abuse to deter potential 

offenders. Finally, according to Giarretto (1976), it is 

important to have the "threat of criminal action" to help 

motivate offenders and their families to participate in 

treatment. According to Finkelhor (1983), criminal action is 

taken in 24% of reported cases nationwide. When the initial 

report is made to the police, almost half the cases have some 

criminal action taken (Finkelhor, 1983). Only about one-

quarter of cases first seen by a public agency are referred 

for criminal action, and private agencies are even more 

reluctant to refer cases to the police, with only 4% of their 

cases having criminal action taken (Finkelhor, 1983). 

According to the National Clearinghouse sample (cited 

in Finkelhor, 1983), 17% of the children in sex abuse cases 

were removed from the home and placed in foster care, 

compared with 12% of those kids who were physically abused. 
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Foster care is more likely to be used for older sex abuse 

victims, with 31% of 13 to 18 year olds ending up in foster 

care (Finkelhor, 1983). Younger children were less likely to 

be removed from the home, with only 16% being placed in 

foster care (Finkelhor, 1983). The most important predictor 

of whether a child will be placed in foster care is if the 

victim files the report. In 49% of the cases where victims 

made the initial report, they ended up in foster care as 

compared with 20% when the report came from other sources 

such as a school or social agency (Finkelhor, 1983). In 

sexual abuse committed by a parent versus a non-parent, 30% 

versus 9% went to foster care (Finkelhor, 1983). Other 

predicting factors include large families with six or more 

children (38%), when other kinds of abuse or neglect are 

present (41%), and when the family has many other problems 

such as mental health problems, inadequate housing, spouse 

abuse, or an alcoholic member (Finkelhor, 1983). 

Primary therapeutic intervention is directed toward 

the whole family and may be voluntary or court ordered. 

Along with legal backup, therapeutic intervention may also 

utilize temporary separation of family members to assist in 

therapy. Along with the obvious father-daughter involvement 

and the father's sole responsibility for the incest are three 

major problem areas in the relationships of mother, daughter, 

and father: (1) the maternal failure towards the daughter to 
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prevent the incest; (2) the competition between mother and 

daughter as female partners for the father; and (3) the emo

tional and sexual marital conflict between parents (Furniss, 

1983). 

The sexual abuse of children is becoming a matter of 

concern for a variety of professionals (Baker & Duncan, 1985; 

Finkelhor, 1984; Hall, 1985; Russell, 1983). However, the 

establishment of effective procedures to help victims is 

hampered by serious philosophical differences which divide 

professionals over how such cases should be handled 

(Finkelhor, 1984b). Bander, Fein, and Bishop (1982) state 

that law enforcement and caseworkers have problems sharing 

information. According to the United States Department of 

Health and Human Services (1986), "very few communities have 

been able to achieve true cooperation and coordination of 

services," with professionals heading in different thera

peutic approaches with different goals (p. 20). Occurring 

along with interagency differences are individual issues. 

"Many seasoned workers found it hard to maintain their 

professional detachment in the face of stories of young 

children who had been sexually exploited for many years by 

parents" (Finkelhor, 1983, p. 195). 

"Studies of the attitudes held by professional health 

workers are relatively rare" (Eisenberg, Owens, & Dewey, 

1987, p. 110). One study was conducted by LaBarbera, Martin, 
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and Dozier (1980), who studied attitudes of child psychia

trists towards incest. LaBarbera et al. (1980) found that 

the greater the psychiatrists experience the problem, the 

lower they rated the harmful consequences. Finkelhor (1983) 

conducted a study to survey prbfessional attitudes toward 

child abuse. Respondents from different agencies showed 

distinctly different patterns of choice for intervention. 

Overall, Finkelhor (1983) found agreement on removing the 

child from the home but disagreement on all other types of 

action. Social workers tended to recommend a wide number of 

possible interventions where as criminal justice workers were 

less likely to recommend such a diverse range (1983). A 

gender-specific difference rather than an agency difference 

in attitudes was found by Attias and Goodwin (1985). Male 

respondents tended to underestimate the prevalence of father-

daughter incest and overestimate the percentage of false 

allegation. Pierce and Pierce (1985) found differing manage

ment, depending on the sex of the victim. Male victims 

received significantly fewer treatment hours. Eisenberg, 

Owens, and Dewey (1987) compared 3 groups of health profes

sionals on attitudes about sexual abuse and intervention. 

Eisenberg et al. (1987) found that respondents were less 

likely to favor outpatient treatment if the abuse involved a 

father versus a stepfather. Other significant factors 

included the perceived seriousness of sexual abuse by female 
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respondents and perceived amount of enjoyment by a victim 

from the experience. 

Wilk and McCarthy's (1986) study surveyed the 

attitudes of professionals in 3 different work settings on 

intervention in child sex abuse. They found the sheriff's 

department to be more punitive than the members of the other 

two groups, including child welfare workers and mental health 

workers. The sheriff's department more frequently favored 

the arrest of the father and sometimes the mother. Fathers 

were more often viewed as criminals, and court intervention 

and incarceration were seen as appropriate intervention. 

Child welfare workers generally held opposite views to those 

of law enforcement professionals. Child welfare workers saw 

the father as mentally ill rather than a criminal and 

believed that children should remain in the home. Child 

welfare workers were more optimistic about court intervention 

for therapy than mental health workers. Mental health 

workers fell between the two groups. They were not as 

punitive as the sheriff's department as far as law enforce

ment, yet put less faith in mental health solutions alone 

than child welfare workers. 

Summary 

This chapter reviewed literature on child sex abuse, 

including history, dynamics, intervention, and professional 

attitudes. A review of the research literature on the 
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attitudes of professionals in the field of child sex abuse 

indicates that few studies have been done. 
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CHAPTER 3 

METHODS 

The purpose of this study was to (1) identify 

similarities and differences in attitudes about child sex 

abuse intervention between child sex abuse counselors, child 

protective service workers, and detectives in the sex crime 

units in the police and sheriff departments, and (2) to 

contribute to the general body of knowledge about child sex 

abuse. This chapter will describe the population and sample, 

the instrument, the procedures, and data analysis used in 

this study. 

Population Description 

The population for this study consisted of adult 

males and females who have worked with child sex abuse cases 

in one of the four following settings: an agency for child 

sex abuse, child protective services, the sheriff's depart

ment, and the police department in a Southwest community. 

The sample consisted of 35 men and women who 

completed the questionnaire, with a minimum representation of 

8 from each professional setting. 
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Instrument 

The questionnaire used in this study was designed by 

Wilk and McCarthy for their 1986 study to measure the atti

tudes of professionals toward intervention in incest cases. 

The questionnaire (Appendix A) consists of 5 pages. Page 1 

requests demographic data, including sex, age, marital 

status, parental status, eduction level, and number of child 

sex abuse cases encountered. Pages 2 through 4 contain 3 

case vignettes taken from the Handbook of Clinical Inter

vention into Child Sexual Abuse (Sgroi, 1982), with each case 

consisting of incest with vaginal penetration to clarify the 

legal implications of the offense. Professionals are asked 

to answer 10 intervention statements on a Likert type scale, 

with 1 = meaning definitely do not agree, 2 = disagree some

what, 3 = agree somewhat, and 4 = definitely agree. Page 5 

was an addition to the original questionnaire, containing the 

question, given incest in general, followed by the same 10 

questions the 3 vignettes had to determine if professional 

attitudes are case related or are generalized to most cases. 

A cover letter (Appendix B) was attached to all question

naires and supervisors at the four professional settings were 

asked to complete questions on the training and education 

required for employment (Appendix C). 



33 

Procedure 

The questionnaires were printed on colored paper, a 

different color for each' setting, to allow between group 

comparisons and maintain individual anonymity. The question

naires were distributed to the supervisors in each setting, 

who then asked for volunteers to complete the questionnaire. 

Completed questionnaires were gathered by each supervisor, 

sealed in a manilla envelope and returned to the researcher. 

Responses were recorded and tabulated to compile the data. 

The results were evaluated and illustrated with the use of 

tables, representing percentages and mean ranks. 

Data Analysis 

1. All respondents scores were combined by group setting 

to obtain aggregated results. 

2. A case by case analysis was performed to obtain a 

percentage based finding for each profession per 

intervention. 

3. A Kruskal-Wallis One-Way Analysis of Variance was 

performed to check for significant differences 

between the four professional settings. 

Summary 

This chapter contained the methodology used in this 

study, including the population, sample, instrument, proce

dures, and data analysis. 
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CHAPTER 4 

RESULTS 

The purpose of this study was to explore the 

attitudes of professionals who have worked in the field of 

child sex abuse on intervention in child sex abuse cases. It 

also sought to explore similarities and differences among the 

four professional groups surveyed, including counselors, 

child protective service workers, and sheriff and police 

detectives, and to determine if professional attitudes about 

intervention in incest cases would differ if given specific 

case vignettes versus intervention in general. 

This chapter will discuss the results of the methods 

used, a description of the population, instruments, proce

dures, and analysis of the data collected. The results will 

be illustrated in tables and summarized. 

Population Description 

The population for this study consisted of men and 

women representing four professional groups: counselors, 

child protective service workers, sheriff detectives, and 

police detectives who have worked with child sex abuse 

victims in a Southwest community. The total population 

identified was n = 35. Questionnaire responses provided 
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information on attitudes held by individual professionals 

about intervention in child sex abuse cases involving incest. 

Demographic data were requested that included age, 

sex, marital status, parental status, education level, and 

approximate number of child sexual assault cases encountered 

through employment. {A summary is reported in Table 1.) All 

categories of marital status were represented, as well as all 

parental and educational categories. All age groups were 

represented except the 18-25 category, and three groups were 

unrepresented in the number of cases encountered, including 

less than 10, 60-70, and 80-90. 

Age distribution consisted of 0 in the 18-25 group, 

29 in the 26-40 group, 4 in the 4 1-55 group, and 2 in the 56 

or over group. There were 19 males and 16 females. Marital 

status representation consisted of 10 never married, 19 

married, 1 separated, 4 divorced, and 1 widowed. Parental 

status consisted of 17 parents, 5 step-parents, and 15 non-

parents; some volunteers listed both parent and step-parent. 

Educational levels contained 14 with some college, 8 with a 

bachelors degree, 12 holding a masters degree, and 1 doc

torate. The number of child sexual abuse cases encountered 

through employment was 0 in the less than 10 group, 1 in the 

10-20 group, 2 in the 20-30 group, 2 in the 30-40 group, 4 in 

the 40-50 group, 4 in the 50-60 group, 0 in the 60-70 group, 

2 in the 70-80 group, 0 in the 80-90 group, 1 in the 90-100 
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Table 1. Demographic data (n = 35).* 

Distribution and 
Percentage of Frequency 

Number of Frequency 
Responses (%) 

18-25 
26-40 
41-55 
5 6 or older 

Sex 

Male 
Female 

Marital Status 

Never married 
Married 
Separated 
Divorced 
Widowed 

Parental status 

Parent 
Step-parent 
Not a parent 

Education 

High school 
Some college 
Bachelor's degree 
Master's degree 
J.D. or Ph.D. degree 

0 0 
29 82.9 
4 11.4 
2 5.7 

19 54.3 
16 45.7 

1 0  2 8 . 6  
19 54.3 
1 2.9 
4 11.4 
1 2.9 

17 
5 
15 

0 0 
14 40.0 
8 22.9 
12 34.3 
1 2.9 
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Table 1—Continued 

Distribution and 
Percentage of Frequency 

Number of Frequency 
Responses (%) 

Approximate number of 
child abuse cases 
encountered 

Less than 10 0 0 
10-20 1 2.9 
20-30 2 5.7 
30-40 2 5.7 
40-50 4 11.4 
50-60 4 11.4 
60-70 0 0 
70-80 2 5.7 
80-90 0 0 
90-100 1 2.9 
More than 100 19 54.3 

* Sheriff, n = 10; child protective services, n = 9; 
counselors, n = 9; police, n = 8. 



group, and 19 in the more than 100 group. The distribution 

and frequencies are illustrated in Table 1. 

Research Questions 

The research questions addressed in this study were: 

(1) Are the attitudes of professionals working at a counsel

ing agency, child protective services, the sheriff's depart

ment and police department similar or different?; (2) Do 

counselors and child protective service workers have similar 

attitudes?; (3) Do sheriff and police detectives have similar 

attitudes?; and (4) Do professional attitudes differ if given 

specific case vignettes as opposed to being asked about 

incest in general? 

Question 1 sought to determine the similarities and 

differences of professional attitudes between the four work 

settings. The question was addressed by giving each 

professional three incest case vignettes to read, followed by 

10 questions concerning types of intervention as defined in 

Chapter 1. The professional's answers were combined in each 

work setting to obtain percentage scores for each of the 10 

intervention questions, then the groups were compared for 

each of the 3 case vignettes. In Case 1 (involves a 14 year 

old who reports being close to her father but not her mother; 

her father sexually molested her since age 11, including 

vaginal intercourse at age 13; she told a school teacher, but 

is sad and feels she's lost her "best friend), 50% or more of 



the subjects in each professional group were in agreement on 

the following interventions: the father should be arrested, 

sheriff 100%, counselors 77.8%, child protective services 

55.6%, and police 100%; the daughter (victim) should not be 

removed from the home, sheriff 100%, counselors 88.9%, child 

protective services 77.8%, and police 62.5%; the daughter 

(victim) is not guilty, sheriff 100%. counselors 100%, child 

protective services 100%, and police 100%; and the mother 

should not be arrested, sheriff 71.4%, counselors 77.8%, 

child protective services 77.8%, and police 50% (Table 2). 

In Case 2 (involves an 11 year old, the second oldest of 5 

who has no friends and assumes the role of housekeeper, 

parent for her siblings, and wife and lover for her step

father; her mother slaps her daughter when dissatisfied with 

her work), 50% or more of the subjects in each professional 

group were in agreement on the following interventions: the 

father should be arrested, sheriff 100%, counselors 88.9%, 

child protective services 66.7%, and police 10 0%; and the 

daughter (victim) is not guilty, sheriff 100%, counselors 

100%, child protective services 100%, and police 87.5% (Table 

3). In Case 3. (involves a 15 year old who had vaginal 

intercourse with her father, beginning at age 11; he traded 

bedrooms with her younger sister, who was then molested by 

their father; their mother reported the abuse of the younger 

sister; the 15 year old is angry about the disclosure as the 



liable 2. Intervention attitudes by percent (Case 1).* 

Definitely Disagree Somevvhat Disagree 

Group Group 

Resouros, Case 1 12 3 4 

The family can be 78 33 25 63 22 22 25 25 
helped by mental 
health therapy 
without court 
intervention 

The father should 0 0 11' 0 0 11 0 0 
be arrested 

The court should 100 89 78 63 0 11 22 25 
remcwe the daugh
ter frem the hone, 
but not the father 

The father could 44 0 0 25 22 0 0 25 
be helped by court-
ordered mental 
health counseling 

If the father is 13 0 0 0 Oil 013 
removed from the 
heme, the daughter 
should stay with 
the mother with 
mental health 
therapy 

Somewhat Agree Definitely Agree 

Group Group 

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

0 33 50 13 0 11 0 0 

0 11 33 0 100 78 56 100 

0 0 0  1 3  0 0 0 0  

33 67 56 50 0 33 44 0 

13 44 11 25 75 44 89 63 

o 



T&ble 2—Continued 

Definitely Disagree Somewhat Disagree Scmewhat Agree Definitely Agree 

Group Group Group Group 

Resource, CSse 1 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

6 The father is a 
mentally disturbed 
person, not a 
criminal 

78 0 25 38 22 11 25 50 0 78 50 13 0 11 0 0 

7 The father should 
serve a jail 
saitence 

0 13 0 0 0 57 25 0 11 14 38 38 89 29 25 63 

8 The daughter is 
as guilty as the 
father 

100 100 100 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

9 The mother should 
be arrested 

71 78 78 50 29 22 22 25 0 0 0 25 0 0 0 0 

10 Court-ordered 
mental health 
therapy can help 
this family 

22 0 0 13 22 0 0 0 44 44 56 38 11 56 44 50 

a 1, sheriff, n = 10; 2, counselor, n = 9; 3, child protectiw services, n = 9; 4, police, n = 8. 

* Etercentages rounded. 



ISble 3. Intervention attitudes by percait (Case 2) .* 

Resource, case 2 

1 The family can be 
helped by mental 
health therapy 
without court 
intervention 

2 The father should 
be arrested 

3 The court should 
remove the daugh
ter frem the hone, 
but not the father 

4 The father could 
be helped by court-
ordered mental 
health counseling 

Definitely Disagree 

Group 

12 3 4 

Somewhat Disagree 

Group 

12 3 4 

100 67 29 88 

0 0 0 0 

33 67 56 56 

75 0 0 25 

0 13 13 

0 22 43 0 

0 0 11 0 

22 22 22 13 

0 13 0 50 

11 33 25 25 5 If the father is 67 
removed frem the 
heme, the daughter 
should stay with 
the mother with 
mental health 
therapy 

Scmewhat Agree Definitely Agree 

Group Group 

1  2  3  4  1  2 3 4  

0 11 29 13 0 0 0 0 

0 11 22 0 100 89 67 100 

0 11 22 38 44 0 0 0 

25 63 38 25 0 25 63 0 

11 44 25 38 11 22 32 25 

to 



liable 3—Continued 

Definitely Disagree Somewhat Disagree Sanewhat Agree Definitely Agree 

Group Group Group Group 

Resource, case 2 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 12 3 4 12 3 4 

6 The father is a 
mentally disturbed 
person, not a 
criminal 

88 0 22 63 13 33 22 38 0 56 44 0 0 11 11 0 

7 The father should 
serve a jail 
sentence 

0 0 0 0 0 11 13 0 0 44 25 0 100 44 63 100 

8 The daughter is 
as guilty as the 
father 

100 100 100 88 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

9 The mother should 
be arrested 

11 33 22 0 0 44 44 13 22 22 33 63 67 0 0 25 

10 Court-ordered 
mental health 
therapy can help 
this family 

44 0 0 0 22 22 0 13 33 56 50 75 0 22 50 13 

a 1, sheriff, n = 10; 2, counselor, n = 9; 3, < rhild protective services, n = 9; 4, police, n = 8. 

* Percentages rounded, 
OJ 



family is now in a shelter for safety), 50% or more of the 

subjects in each professional group were in agreement with 

the following interventions: the father should be arrested, 

sheriff 100%, counselors 77.8%, child protective services 

55.6%, and police 10 0%; the daughter should not be removed 

from the home, sheriff 66.7%, counselors 88.9%, child 

protective services 66.7%, and police 62.5%; and the daughter 

(victim) is not guilty, sheriff 87.5%, counselors 100%, child 

protective services 100%, and police 87.5% (Table 4). A 

Kruskal-Wallis One-Way Anova was used to determine statisti

cally significant differences at the .05 level. In Case 1 

(involves a 14 year old who reports being close to her father 

but not her mother; her father sexually molested her since 

age 11, including vaginal intercourse at age 13; she told a 

school teacher but is sad and feels she's lost her "best 

friend"), there was a statistically significant difference at 

the .05 level for questions 4 (.002), the father could be 

helped by court ordered mental health therapy; 6 (.001), the 

father is a mentally disturbed person, not a criminal; and 7 

(.028), the father should serve a jail sentence (Table 5). 

In Case 2 (involves an 11 year old, the second oldest of 5 

who has no friends and assumes the role of housekeeper, 

parent for her siblings, and wife and lover for her step

father; her mother slaps her daughter when dissatisfied with 

her work), there was a statistically significant difference 



l&ble 4. Interventicn attitudes by percait (Case 3) .* 

Resource, Case 3 

1 The family can be 
helped by mental 
health therapy 
without court 
intervention 

2 The father should 
be arrested 

3 The court should 
remove the daugh
ter f ran the home, 
but not the father 

4 The father could 
be helped by court-
ordered mental 
health counseling 

Definitely Disagree 

Group 

12 3 4 

SomevAiat Disagree 

Group 

12 3 4 

Sanewhat Agree 

Group 

12 3 4 

Definitely Agree 

Group 

1 2 3 4 

67 44 29 88 11 0 29 13 22 44 29 0 0 11 14 0 

0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 11 44 0 100 78 56 100 

67 89 67 63 11 11 33 13 0 0 0 13 22 0 0 13 

71 0 0 38 14 11 0 50 14 78 67 13 0 11 33 0 

0 0 25 22 11 11 13 33 33 33 38 0 56 56 25 

u1 

5 If the father is 44 
removed f ran the 
heme, the daughter 
should stay with 
the mother with 
mental health 
therapy 



Table 4—Continued 

Definitely Disagree Somewhat Disagree Scmswhat Agree Definitely Agree 

Group Group Group Group 

Resource, case 3 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

6 The father is a 
mentally disturbed 
person, not a 
criminal 

89 11 25 63 11 11 25 38 0 56 38 0 0 22 13 0 

7 The father should 
serve a jail 
sentence 

13 0 0 0 0 11 11 0 0 56 33 0 88 33 56 100 

8 The daughter is 
as guilty as the 
father 

88 100 100 88 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 

9 The mother should 
be arrested 

13 33 56 13 0 56 33 38 25 0 11 50 63 11 0 0 

10 Court-ordered 
mental health 
therapy can help 
this family 

44 0 0 13 11 0 0 25 22 67 56 38 22 33 44 25 

a 1, sheriff, n = 10; 2, counselor, n = 9; 3, child protective services, n = 9; 4, police, n = 8. 

* Percentages rounded. 
ctl 



Table 5. Interventicn attitudes mean rank (Case 1). 

Response, case 1 Respondents 

1 The family can be helped by mental 
health therapy without court 
intervention 

2 This father should be arrested 

3 The court should remove the daughter 
from the heme, but not the father 

4 The father could be helped by court-
ordered mental health counseling 

5 If the father is removed frcm the 
heme, the daughter should stay with 
the mother with mental health therapy 

6 The father is a mentally disturbed 34 8.83 
person, not a criminal 

7 The father should serve a jail 32 22.61 
sentence 

8 The daughter is as guilty as the father 17.50 

34 13.33 

35 21.00 

35 15.0 

35 9.94 

34 18.31 

Groups 

2 3 4 Chi-square p >_ .05 

20.83 

17.06 

16.89 

23.67 

13.83 

27.06 

11.07 

17.50 

21.62 

13.28 

18.78 

25.06 

21.28 

19.63 

11.56 

17.50 

14.31 

21.00 

21.75 

12.75 

16.56 

14.38 

19.31 

17.50 

4.776 

3.445 

2.001 

14.681 

2.640 

16.256 

9.099 

.189 

.328 

.572 

.002* 

.451 

.001* 

.028* 

>£» 



I&ble 5—Continued 

Groups 

Response, C&se 1 Respondents 1 2 3 4 Chi-square p >_ .05 

9 The mother should be arrested 33 16.43 15.44 15.44 21.00 1.859 .602 

10 Court-ordered mental health therapy 35 10.61 21.83 20.17 19.56 6.528 .089 
can help this family 

a 1, sheriff, n = 10; 2, counselor, n = 9; 3, child protective services, n = 9; 4, police, n = 8. 

* Statistically significant at the .05 level. 

00 



at the .05 level for questions 4 (.001), the father could be 

helped by court-ordered mental health therapy; 6 (.001), the 

father is a mentally disturbed person, not a criminal; 9 

(.003 ), the mother should be arrested'; and 10 (.010), court-

ordered mental health therapy can help this family (Table 6). 

In Case 3 (involves a 15 year old who had vaginal intercourse 

with her father beginning at age 11; she traded bedrooms with 

her younger sister, who was then molested by their father; 

their mother reported the abuse of the younger sister; the 15 

year old is angry about the disclosure as the family is now 

in a shelter for' safety) , there was a statistically signi

ficant difference at the .05 level for questions 4 (.000), 

the father could be helped by court-ordered mental health 

therapy; 5 (.010), if the father is removed from the home, 

the daughter should stay with the mother with mental health 

therapy; 6 (.002), the father is a mentally disturbed person, 

not a criminal; and 9 (.009), the mother should be arrested 

(Table 7) . 

Question 2 sought to determine if counselors and 

child protective service workers have similar attitudes. 

Fifty percent or more of counselors and child protective 

service workers shared similar attitudes on the following 

question in Case 1 (involves a 14 year old who reports being 

close to her father but not her mother; her father sexually 

molested her since age 11, including vaginal intercourse at 



Table 6. Intervention attitudes mean rank (Case 2). 

Response, Gse 2 Respondents 

1 The family can be helped by mental 33 12.5 
health therapy without court 
intervention 

2 This father should be arrested 35 20.0 

3 The court should remove the daughter 35 22.94 
frem the home, but not the father 

4 The father could be helped by court- 32 8.00 
ordered mental health counseling 

5 If the father is removed from the 34 10.17 
heme, the daughter should stay with 
the mother with mental health therapy 

6 The father is a mentally disturbed 34 8.94 
person, not a criminal 

7 The father should serve a jail 34 21.50 
sentence 

8 The daughter is as guilty as the father 34 17.00 

Groups 

2 3 4 Chi-square p >_ .05 

17.83 

18.11 

14.39 

20.06 

20.50 

25.61 

12.17 

17.00 

24.14 

14.11 

16.50 

25.06 

20.50 

22.06 

15.00 

17.00 

14.87 

20.00 

18.19 

12.87 

19.38 

11.81 

21.50 

19.12 

6.222 

1.945 

3.409 

15.582 

6.707 

16.379 

5.829 

.279 

.101 

.584 

.333 

.001* 

.082 

.001* 

.120 

.964 

ul 
o 



ISble 6—Continued 

Groups 

Response, Case 2 Respondents 12 3 4 Chi-square p >_ .05 

9 The mother should be arrested 35 26.17 10.83 12.83 22.69 14.081 .003* 

10 Court-ordered mental health therapy 34 8.83 18.72 24.75 18.65 11.295 .010* 
can help this family 

a 1, sheriff, n = 10; 2, counselor, n = 9; 3, child protective services, n = 9; 4, police, n = 8. 

* Statistically significant at the .05 level. 



Table 7. Interventicn attitudes mean rank (Case 3). 

Response, Case 3 Respondents 

1 The fanily can be helped by mental 33 15.17 
health therapy without court 
intervention 

2 This father should be arrested 35 21.00 

3 The court should remove the daughter 35 19.39 
from the heme, but not the father 

4 The father could be helped by court- 33 8.00 
ordered mental health counseling 

5 If the father is removed frcm the 35 9.39 
hate, the daughter should stay with 
the mother with mental health therapy 

6 The father is a mentally disturbed 34 9.78 
person, not a criminal 

7 The father should serve a jail 34 20.25 
sentence 

8 The daughter is as guilty as the father 34 18.69 

Groups 

2 3 4 Chi-square p >_ .05 

20.28 

16.89 

14.72 

21.89 

23.22 

25.78 

12.11 

16.50 

21.50 

13.44 

18.17 

25.17 

23.22 

21.56 

15.56 

16.50 

11.44 

21.00 

19.94 

10.19 

15.94 

12.81 

23.00 

18.56 

5.521 

3.342 

1.375 

18.756 

11.355 

14.735 

6.029 

.386 

.137 

.342 

.711 

.000* 

.010* 

.002* 

.100 

.943 
ui to 



Table 7—Continued 

Grotps 

Response, C&se 3 Cases 1 2 3 4 Chi-square p >_ .05 

9 The mother should be arrested 34 26.62 14.22 11.17 19.19 11.562 .009* 

10 Court-ordered mental health therapy 35 12.44 21.00 22.50 15.81 5.517 .138 
can help this family 

a 1, sheriff, n = 10; 2, counselor, n = 9; 3, child protective services, n = 9; 4, police, n = 8. 

* Statistically significant at the .05 level. 



age 13; she told a school teacher but is sad and feels she's 

lost her "best friend"); 3, the daughter should not be 

removed from the home, counselors 88.9%, child protective 

services 77.8%; 4, the father could be helped by court-

ordered mental health counseling, counselors 66.7%, child 

protective services 55.6%; 8, the daughter (victim) is not 

guilty, both with 100%; and 9, the mother should not be 

arrested, both at 77.8% (Table 2). Case 2 (involves an 11 

year old, the second oldest of 5 who has no friends and 

assumes the role of housekeeper, parent for her siblings, and 

wife and lover for her stepfather; her mother slaps her 

daughter when dissatisfied with her work), found the 

following similarity, with 50% or more of counselors and 

child protective service workers agreeing; question 2, the 

father should be arrested, counselors 88.9%, and child 

protective services 66.7% (Table 3). Case 3 (involves a 15 

year old who had vaginal intercourse with her father, 

beginning at age 11 ; she traded bedrooms with her younger 

sister, who was then molested by their father; their mother 

reported the abuse of the younger sister; the 15 year old is 

angry about the disclosure as the family is now in a shelter 

for safety), found 50% or more of counselors and child 

protective service workers agreeing on the following 

interventions: question 2, the father should be arrested, 

counselors 77.8%, child protective services, 55.6%; 3, the 
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daughter should not be removed from the home, counselors 

88.9%, child protective services 66.7%; 4, the father could 

be helped by court-ordered mental health therapy, counselors 

77.8%, child protective services 66.7%; 5, if father is 

removed, daughter should stay with mother, both at 55.6%; 8, 

the daughter (victim) is not guilty, both with 100%; and 10, 

court-ordered therapy can help the family, counselors 66.7%, 

and child protective services 55.6% (Table 4). The Kruskal-

Wallis One-Way Anova also showed similarities between 

counselors and child protective services on mean rank scores. 

Case 1 (involves a 14 year old who reports being close to her 

father but not her mother; her father sexually molested her 

since age 11, including vaginal intercourse at age 13; she 

told a school teacher but is sad and feels she's lost her 

"best friend"), found similarities in questions 1, the family 

can be helped by mental health therapy without court inter

vention, counselors 20.83, child protective services' 21.62; 7 

the father should serve a jail sentence, counselors 11.07, 

child protective services 11.56; 8, the daughter is as guilty 

as the father, both with 17.50; 9, the mother should be 

arrested, both with 15.44; and 10, court-ordered mental 

health therapy can help this family, counselors 21.83, and 

child protective services 20.17 (Table 5). Case 2 (involves 

an 11 year old, the second oldest of 5 who has no friends and 

assumes the role of housekeeper, parent for her siblings, and 
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wife and lover for her stepfather; her mother slaps her 

daughter when dissatisfied with her work) found similarities 

in questions; 5, if the father is removed from the home, the 

daughter should stay with the mother with mental health 

therapy, both with 20.50; and 8, the daughter is as guilty as 

the father, both with 17.00 (Table 6). Case 3 (involves a 15 

year old who had vaginal intercourse with her father, 

beginning at age 1 1; she traded bedrooms with her younger 

sister, who was then molested by their father; their mother 

reported the abuse of the younger sister; the 15 year old is 

angry about the disclosure as the family is now in a shelter 

for safety) found similarities in,questions 1, the family can 

be helped by mental health therapy without court interven

tion, counselors 20.28, child protective services 21.50; 5, 

if the father is removed from the home, the daughter should 

stay with the mother with mental health therapy, both with 

23.22; and 10, court-ordered mental health therapy can help 

this family, counselors 21.00 and child protective services 

22.50 (Table 7) . 

Question 3 sought to determine if sheriff and police 

detectives had similar attitudes. Fifty percent or more of 

detectives from both work settings agreed on the following 

questions in Case 1 (involves a 14 year old who reports being 

close to her father but not her mother; her father sexually 

molested her since age 11, including vaginal intercourse at 



age 13; she told a school teacher but is sad and feels she's 

lost her "best friend"): 1, mental health therapy without 

court intervention will not help the father, sheriff 77.8%, 

police 62.5%; 2, the father should be arrested, both with 

100%; 7, the father should serve a jail sentence, sheriff 

88.9%, police 62.5%; 8, the daughter (victim) is not guilty, 

both at 100%, and 9, the mother should not be arrested, 

sheriff 71.4, and police 50% (Table 2). Case 2 (involves an 

11 year old, the second oldest of 5 who has no friends and 

assumes the role of housekeeper, parent for her siblings, and 

wife and lover for her stepfather; her mother slaps her 

daughter when dissatisfied with her work), 50% of detectives 

from both work settings agreed on the following questions: 

1, the family cannot be helped by mental health therapy 

without court intervention, sheriff 100%, police 87.5%; 2, 

the father should be arrested, both at 100%; 6, the father is 

a criminal, not mentally disturbed, sheriff 87.5%, police 

62.5%; and 8, the father should serve a jail sentence, both 

at 100% (Table 3). Case 3 (involves a 15 year old who had 

vaginal intercourse with her father beginning at age 11; she 

traded bedrooms with her younger sister, who was then 

molested by their father; their mother reported the abuse of 

the younger sister; the 15 year old is angry about the 

disclosure as the family is now in a shelter for safety), 50% 

of detectives from both work settings agreed on the following 
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questions: 2, the father should be arrested, both at the 

100% level; 3, the daughter should not be removed from the 

home, sheriff 66.7%, police 62.5%; 4, the father could be 

helped by court-ordered mental health therapy, sheriff 77.8%, 

police 6 6.7%; 5, if the father is removed, daughter should 

stay with mother, sheriff 55.6%, police 66.7%; 6, the father 

is a criminal not mentally disturbed, sheriff 88.9%, police 

62.5%; 7, the father should serve a jail sentence, sheriff 

87.5%, police 100%; 8, the daughter (victim) is not guilty, 

sheriff 87.5%, police 100%; and 10, court-ordered therapy can 

help the family, sheriff 66.7% and police 55.6%. The 

Kruskal-Wal lis One-Way Anova produced similarities on the 

following questions, Case 1 (involves a 14-year-old who 

reports being close to her father but not her mother; her 

father sexually molested her since age 11, including vaginal 

intercourse at age 13; she told a school teacher but is sad 

and feels she's lost her "best friend") 1, the family can be 

helped by mental health therapy without court intervention, 

sheriff 13.33, police 14.31; 2, the fatner should be 

arrested, both at 21.00; and 8, the daughter is as guilty as 

the father, both at 17.50 (Table 5). Case 2 (involves an 11 

year old, the second oldest of 5 who has no friends and 

assumes the role of housekeeper, parent for her siblings, and 

wife and lover for her stepfather; her mother slaps her 

daughter when dissatisfied with her work), 2, the father 
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should be arrested, both at 20.00; and 7, the father should 

serve a jail sentence, both at 21.50 (Table 6). Case 3 

(involves a 15 year old who had vaginal intercourse with her 

father beginning at age 1 1 ; she traded bedrooms with her 

younger sister, who was then molested by their father; their 

mother reported the abuse of the younger sister; the 15 year 

old is angry about the disclosure as the family is now in a 

shelter for safety) 2, the father should be arrested, both at 

21.00; 3, the daughter should not be removed from the home, 

sheriff 19.39, police 19.93; and 8, the daughter is as guilty 

as the father, sheriff 18.69, and police 18.56 (Table 7). 

Question 4 sought to determine if professionals' 

attitudes would change if given a specific case vignette 

about an incest case or a general question about incest. The 

Kruskal-Wallis One-Way Anova was run for all 4 groups on Case 

4, which asked about incest "in general" rather than giving a 

specific case vignette, and found statistically significant 

differences at the .05 level for question 4, the father can 

be helped by court-ordered mental health counseling; 6, the 

father is a mentally disturbed person not a criminal; 7, the 

father should serve a jail sentence; and 10, jourt-ordered 

mental health therapy can help this family. All these 

questions were found to have statistically significant 

differences in the case vignettes with questions 4 and 6 in 
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all 3 cases, question 9 in 2 cases, and question 7 in 1 case 

(Table 8). 

Differences in degree requirements and training were 

reported on the questionnaire by supervisors at the four work 

settings. The sheriff's department reported that no training 

was recommended. The police department reported that train

ing was mandatory after a detective became a member of the 

sex crimes unit, with a minimum of 40 training hours. 

Additional or continued training was mandatory. The agency 

from which the counselors were obtained reported an educa

tional requirement of a master's degree; no training was 

mandatory. Child protective services required a bachelors 

degree and mandatory training of 1 to 2 sessions, comprised 

of 2 to 4 hours. It was also reported that the supervisor 

provides on-the-job training. 

Summary 

This chapter gave a description of the population 

used, instruments, procedures, data collected, and results 

of the data analysis. 



•feble 8. Intervaiticn attitudes mean rank (Case 4). 

Groups 

Response, CSse 4 Respondents 1 2 3 4 Chi-square p >_ .05 

1 The family can be helped by mental 35 8.94 22.28 26.44 13.88 16.006 .001* 
health therapy without court 
intervention 

2 This father should be arrested 35 25.00 15.67 13.06 18.31 6.770 .080 

3 The court should remove the daughter 35 19.39 19.94 14..72 17.94 1.411 .703 
from the hone, but not the father 

4 The father could be helped by court- 35 6.83 24.44 25.83 14.50 20.441 .000* 
ordered mental health counseling 

5 If the father is removed frcm the 34 14.39 15.06 20.28 20.31 2.696 .441 
home, the daughter should stay with 
the mother with mental health therapy 

6 The father is a mentally disturbed 35 12.72 24.22 23.28 11.00 11.827 .008* 
person, not a criminal 

7 The father should serve a jail 34 21.94 9.83 14.06 24.56 12.104 .007* 
sentence 

8 The daughter is as guilty as the father 34 17.37 16.83 16.83 19.12 .295 .961 



T&ble 8—Continued 

Groups 

Response, Case 4 Respondents 1 2 3 4 Chi-square p >_ .05 

9 The mother should be arrested 35 24.11 14.67 11.89 21.75 8.426 .038* 

10 Court-ordered maital health therapy 35 13.06 22.17 20.33 16.25 4.284 .232 
can help this family 

a 1, sheriff, n = 10; 2, counselor, n = 9; 3, child protective services, n = 9; 4, police, n = 8. 

* Statistically significant at the .05 level. 

<t» 
n) 
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CHAPTER 5 

SUMMARY, FINDINGS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Little literature exists about professional attitudes 

regarding intervention in child sex abuse. The need for this 

type of research is quickly increasing as reported child sex 

abuse cases increase and professionals see the need for 

networking and teamwork among various work settings in the 

community who deal with this population. 

The rationale for this study was based on the 

following assumption: that due to different backgrounds and 

training programs, professionals in various work settings 

will have different beliefs that will influence their atti

tudes about intervention in child sex abuse cases. 

The purpose of this study was to explore the atti

tudes of professionals working with child sex abuse cases 

towards intervention in incest cases. This chapter will give 

a summary of the results, conclusions, limitations, implica

tions, and recommendations. 

Population Sample 

A total of 35 men and women were used in the study, 

representing various ages, educational levels, marital 

status, and parental status. The sample was drawn from four 
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professional settings in a Southwest community: a counseling 

agency, child protective services, the sheriffs department, 

and the police department and included subjects who had 

worked with child sex abuse cases. 

Measurement 

Volunteers completed a questionnaire designed by Wilk 

and McCarthy (1986) for a similar study in Polk County, 

Florida. The original questionnaire was used, with the 

following additions: (1) the number of cases encountered was 

expanded from 30 plus by groups of 10 to 100 plus, and (2) an 

additional page was added with the same 10 intervention ques

tions from the first 3 cases, but rather than a specific case 

vignette, volunteers were asked to respond to incest "in 

general." The questionnaire provided information on the 

attitudes of professionals, by group setting, towards 

intervention in child sex abuse cases involving incest. 

Demographic data and training were also obtained. Each 

questionnaire was scored and the data analyzed by work 

setting. 

Summary of the Findings 

The strongest attitude shared by all 4 groups was on 

question 8, agreement that the daughter (victim) was not 

guilty. Case 1 found 100% of all subjects in agreement; Case 

2 found 100% of all subjects from the sheriff department, the 



counseling agency and child protective services in agreement 

and 87.5% from the police department in agreement; and Case 3 

found the sheriff and police departments in agreement with 

87.5 percent and the counseling agency and child protective 

services in agreement at 100%. These similarities might 

suggest that professionals in the four work settings operate 

from similar beliefs, that daughters are victims in incest 

cases, not accomplices. Similarities beyond question 8 

occurred, with counselors and child protective service 

workers being similar and sheriff and police detectives being 

similar. In all four cases, there was a statistically 

significant difference at the .05 level for questions 4 and 

6. Question 4, the father could be helped by court-ordered 

mental health therapy, found counselors and child protective 

services in higher agreement with the intervention and each 

other than the sheriff and police detectives, who were closer 

in scores and did not have as high an agreement. The 

following mean ranks were reported: Case 1, counselors 23.67 

and child protective services 2 5.06 versus sheriff detectives 

9.94 and police 12.75; Case 2, counselors 20. 06 and child 

protective services 25.06 versus sheriff detectives 8.00 and 

police 12.87; Case 3, counselors 21.89 and child protective 

services 25.17 versus sheriff detectives 8.00 and police 

10.19; and Case 4, counselors 24.44 and child protective 

services 25.83 versus sheriff detectives 6.83 and police 



14.50. Question 6, the father is a mentally disturbed 

person, not a criminal, again found counselors and child 

protective services more in agreement with the question and 

with each other and sheriff and police detectives disagreeing 

with the question. The following mean ranks were reported: 

Case 1, counselors 27.06 and child protective services 19.63 

versus sheriff detectives 8.83 and police 14.38; Case 2, 

counselors 25.61 and. child protective services 22.06 versus 

sheriff detectives 8.94 and police 11.81; Case 3, counselors 

25.78 and child protective services 21.56 versus sheriff 

detectives 9.78 and police 12.81; and Case 4, counselors 

24.22 and child p-rotective services 23. 28 versus sheriff 

detectives 12.72 and police 11.00. These findings show the 

basic differences in professional attitudes, with sheriff and 

police leaning toward incarceration and counselors and child 

protective services toward mental health therapy. There were 

also significant differences at the .05 level on the follow

ing questions: Case 1, question 7, the father should serve a 

jail sentence. The sheriff and police department had higher 

agreement, with mean ranks of 2 2.61 and 19.31 versus counsel

ors and child protective services with 11.07 and 11.56. In 

case 2, questions 9 and 10 were statistically significant at 

the .05 level. Question 9, the mother should be arrested, 

found the sheriff and police detectives having the highest 

agreement and mean ranks with 26.17 and 22.69 versus 



counselors and child protective services with 10.83 and 

12.83. Question 10, court-ordered mental health therapy can 

help this family, found 3 of the groups in agreement, coun

selors, child protective services and police detectives, with 

mean ranks of 18.72, 24.75 and 18.62 versus sheriff detec

tives with 8.83. Case 3 found significant differences at the 

.05 level for questions 5 and 9. Question 5, if the father 

is removed from the home the daughter should stay with the 

mother, with mental health therapy, found counselors and 

child protective services in highest agreement, both with 

mean ranks of 23.22, versus sheriff and police detectives 

with 9.39 and 15.94. Question 9, the mother should be ar

rested, found sheriff and police detectives with the highest 

agreement, shown in mean ranks of 26.62 and 19.19 versus 

counselors and child protective services with 14.22 and 

11.17. Case 4 found statistically significant differences at 

the .05 level for questions 1, 7 and 9. Question 1, the 

family can be helped by mental health therapy without court 

intervention, found counselors and child protective services 

to agree more, with mean ranks of 22.28 and 26.44, than 

sheriff and police detectives, 8.94 and 13.88. For Question 

7, the father should serve a jail sentence, the sheriff and 

police detectives were most in agreement and thus had the 

highest mean ranks of 21.94 and 24.56 versus counselors and 

child protective services, with 9.83 and 14.06. Question 9, 
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the mother should be arrested, found sheriff and police 

detectives with the highest mean ranks and agreement, 2 4.11 

and 21.75 versus counselors and child protective services 

with 14.67 and 11.89. 

The results show a definite difference in attitudes 

on intervention in incest cases. The sheriff detectives, in 

all three cases, with a total of 30 answers, had the highest 

or lowest mean rank on 20 out of the 30 questions. Of the 10 

questions left, the sheriff detectives tied with police 

detectives for highest or lowest score on 5. 

There were also differences in requirements for 

training and education at the four work settings. The 

sheriff department required neither training or an advanced 

degree. The counseling agency required a masters degree but 

no training. The police department required no advanced 

degree but did require a minimum of 40 hours of training and 

mandatory continued training. Child protective services 

required a bachelors degree and mandatory training of 1 to 2 

sessions comprised of 2 to 4 hours, with continuous on-the-

job training. 

Conclusions 

The following conclusions are drawn from this study: 

1. Counselors, child protective service workers, sheriff 

detectives and police detectives do have different 

attitudes about intervention in incest cases. 
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Sheriff detectives are the most punitive of all 4 

groups. 

Sheriff and police detectives agree more than coun

selors and child protective services in viewing the 

offender as a criminal rather than mentally 

disturbed. 

Counselors and child protective services agree more 

strongly than do police and sheriff detectives on 

mental health therapy for the father, daughter, and 

their family. 

There are differences in all four work settings in 

training and education required. 

Limitations of the Study 

There are certain limitations to this study that are 

This study was not able to compare demographic data 

with questionnaire responses and maintain confiden

tiality . 

The results were indicative of a specific geographi

cal location and cannot be generalized to a setting 

unlike the one sampled. 

Due to the lack of information about the formation of 

tables and the data analysis of Wilk and McCarthy's 

1986 study, comparisons were unable to be made. 
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4. The sample size did not allow for parametric methods 

of analysis to be used. 

Recommendations 

Based on findings of this study, continued rssearcfe 

of professional's attitudes offers many possibilities. It; is 

recommended that a larger sample be used for each profes

sional setting. Another suggestion is to include other 

professional groups working in the field of child sex abase 

such as medical personnel and lawyers. Surveying the general 

public on their attitudes would also provide benefit to itfee 

professional community. A review of current laws affectiisg 

incarceration and court proceedings would also benefit the 

literature. Finally, it is suggested that future research 

study those communities who have adopted a team approacii to 

see if professional's attitudes are more similar than tills 

research found. 

Implications for the Practitioner 

Although caution must be exercised in generalizing 

beyond this sample, the results suggest that several impli

cations be considered. 

Data indicate that counselors and child protective 

service workers are more in agreement about therapy, both for 

the offender (father) and his family. Sheriff detectives do 

not agree as strongly with therapy as they do with arrest and 



a jail sentence for the offender. Police detectives are 

closer in agreement with the sheriff detectives, but their 

scores are not as high in agreement or as low in disagree

ment. To provide the victim and their family with the best 

services, it is the belief of this researcher that an 

understanding of all professional settings involved is 

necessary in order for teamwork to occur. Without teamwork 

the victim suffers from "crimes" of the system: lack of 

cooperation between professional settings, having to tell 

their story over and over; and differences in policies, which 

causes confusion. Teamwork also benefits professionals by 

providing a supportive network. 

To become a team it is suggested that team repre

sentatives meet on a regular basis to discuss modes of 

operation, new information in the field, and ways of 

incorporating and practicing cooperative effects among 

professional settings. Continued education and training is 

also recommended in the form of workshops and classes. 

"We in the field of child sexual abuse have reached a 

critical juncture and the future holds promise of increased 

knowledge for all disciplines and ultimately of improved help 

for children and families" (United States Department of 

Health and Human Services, 1986, p. 33). 



APPENDIX A 

ATTITUDES QUESTIONNAIRE 
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SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 

Please indicate the correct answer by checking the appropriate box: 

Your age 18-25 • MO 
26-40 • Sex 
41-55 • F • 

56 or over • 

Marital status: never married • 
married • 

separated • 
divorced • 
widowed • 

Are you a parent or step-parent? Parent • 
Step-Parent • 
Not a Parent • 

Education: 
(Please check highest level completed) 

High School • 
Some College • 

Bachelor's Degree • 
Master's Degree • 

J.D or Ph.D • 

Approximate number of child sexual abuse cases you have encountered 
through your employment: 

less than 10 • 
10 - 20 • 
20 - 30 • 
30 - 40 n 
40 - 50 • 
50 - 60 • 
60-70 • 
70-80 • 
80-90 • 
90 - 100 • 

more than 100 • 
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Case #1 

At age 14, Darlene described herself as being close to her father 
for as long as she could remember. She never felt she could turn to her 
mother who had not hugged or kissed her since before she was age 5. 
Bather was alvrays physically affectionate with her. She had especially 
enjoyed their tickling and wrestling matches which started at age 8 and 
occurred until she was age 11. Even though mother disapproved of her 
frequent sitting in father's lap, he felt it was appropriate and accused 
mother of having a "dirty mind." Shortly after her 11th birthday, father 
would go into the bathroom whenever Darlene was bathing. By the tine she 
was age 12, he would go into her bedroan late at night to fondle her 
breasts and genitals. Although she initially enjoyed the attention, by 
the time she was 13 and started to menstruate, she began to vrorry that 
father would have vaginal intercourse. Indeed he did and when she 
resisted he would physically abuse her into ccnpliance. A year later, 
after an inteise argument with father, she disclosed the incestuous secret 
to a school teacher. Etaring a session with her clinician two weeks later, 
an emotionally distraught and very tearful Darlene said, "I feel like I 
lost my best friend, I miss him... .What am I going to do?" 

Please answer each item as to your agreement with it as follows: 
1. I definitely do not agree 

I disagree somewhat 
I agree somewhat 
I definitely agree 

2. 
3. 
4. 

1 .  The family can be helped by mental health 
therapy without court intervention. 
This father should be arrested. 
The court should ranove the daughter from 
the home, but not the father. 
The father could be helped by oourt-
ordered mental health counseling. 
If the father is ronoved from the hone, 
the daughter should stay with the mother 
with mental health therapy. 
The father is a mentally disturbed 
person, not a criminal. 
The father should serve a jail sentence. 
The daughter is as guilty as the father. 
The mother should be arrested. 

10. Court-ordered mental health therapy can 
help this family. 

2.  
3. 

4. 

5. 

6.  

7. 
8. 
9. 

Ee finitely 
Not 

Dafinitely 
So 

3 4 
3 4 

2 
2 
2 
2 

Your comments are appreciated: 
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Case #2 

Marjarie is the second eldest of five children. Although a personable 11 
year old girl, she had no friends and did not participate in any extra
curricular activities. Instead Mar jorie was responsible for coming horns 
directly from school to care for her younger siblings, ages two, four, and 
five. Mar jorie's child-care responsibilities continued on wee tends, 
holidays and vacations. Mar jorie was expected to clean the house every 
day. Whenever her mother was dissatisfied with Mar jorie1 s performance, 
she slapped or beat her daughter. At night, Mar jorie never knew when her 
stepfather would be coming to her bedroom to have vaginal intercourse with 
her. It was the only attention she got from him. In eleven years, 
Marjarie went from being a child, to a 'parait' (for her siblings), a 
housekeeper for the entire family and finally to a wife and lover for her 
stepfather. She appears mature and competent. She is eleven going on 
thirty. 

1 .  

2.  
3. 

4. 

6 .  

7. 
8.  
9. 
10. 

Please answer each item as to your agreement with it as follows: 
1. I definitely do not agree 
2. I disagree somewhat 
3. I agree somewhat 
4. I definitely agree 

The family can be helped by mental health 
therapy without court intervention. 
This father should be arrested. 
The court should remove the daughter from 
the home, but not the father. 
The father could be helped by court-
ordered mental health counseling. 
If the father is removed from the hone, 
the daughter should stay with the mother 
with mental health therapy. 
The father is a mentally disturbed 
persen, not a criminal. 
The father should serve a jail sentence. 
The daughter is as guilty as the father. 
The mother should be arrested. 
Court-ordered mental health therapy can 
help this family. 

Definitely 
Not 

2 
2 

2 
2 
2 
2 

Definitely 
So 

3 
3 
3 
3 

4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 

Your camtents are appreciated: 
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Case #3 

Shirley, age 15 years, was being examined for child sexual abuse. Her 
mother had reported her father to the police 48 hours earlier, for sexual 
abuse of a sister, Angela, age 13 years. Shirley was sullen and hostile 
when interviewed. She reluctantly admitted that she also had been fondled 
by her father and had vaginal intercourse with him beginning when she was 
11 years old. When she was 13 years old, Shirley volunteered to trade 
bedrocnis with Angela, thereby placing Angela in a bedroom by herself while 
Shirley assumed Angela's bed in the same room with their younger sister. 
Shirley further admitted that she switched bedrooms with Angela after 
telling her mother about the father's sexual advances and receiving a 
hostile response from her mother. At the time of the examination, Shirley 
expressed only anger about the events following the disclosure. She had 
been forced, along with her mother and sisters to move into an emergency 
shelter and was missing school and the junior prom because the father's 
arrest had been reported in the newspapers and she was ashamed to face her 
friends. Shirley said of her sister Angela, "Why did she have to go and 
say something? If she had kept her mouth shut a little longer, there was 
always Susie." 

Please answer each item as to your agreement with it as follcws: 
1. I definitely do not agree 
2. I disagree somewhat 
3. I agree somewhat 
4. I definitely agree 

1 .  

2.  
3. 

4. 

5. 

6.  

7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

The family can be helped by mental health 
therapy without court interventicn. 
Ibis father should be arrested. 
The court should remove the daughter from 
the home, but not the father. 
Hie father could be helped by oourt-
ordered mental health counseling. 
If the father is removed from the home, 
the daughter should stay with the mother 
with mental health therapy. 
The father is a mentally disturbed 
person, not a criminal. 
The father should serve a jail sentence. 
The daughter is as guilty as the father. 
The mother should be arrested. 
Gourt-ordered mental health therapy can 
help this family. 

Definitely 
Not 

2 
2 

Definitely 
So 

4 
4 

2 
2 
2 
2 

3 
3 
3 
3 

4 
4 
4 
4 

Your comments are appreciated: 
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Given incest situations in general, please indicate the extent (if any) to 
which you agree with each of the following statenents: 

1. Never agree 
2. Rarely agree 
3. Some tines agree 
4. Usually agree 
5. Always agree 

Nsver Always 

1 .  

2.  
3. 

4. 

5. 

6 .  

7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

The family can be helped by nental health 
therapy without court intervention. 
Hie father should be arrested. 
The court should ranove the daughter from 
the hone, but not the father. 
Hie father could be helped by oourt-
ordered nental health counseling. 
If the father is ranoved from the hone, 
the daughter should stay with the mother 
with mental health therapy. 
The father is a mentally disturbed 
person, not a criminal. 
The father should serve a jail sentence. 
The daughter is as guilty as the father. 
The mother should be arrested. 
Court-cardered nental health therapy can 
help this family. 

2 
2 
2 
2 

4 
4 

4 

4 

4 
4 
4 
4 

Your ccmnents are appreciated: 
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Dear Professional, 

The attached questionnaire is a measure of attitudes in relation to 
intervaltion in child sex abuse cases. It is being used to gather 
research for a Master's thesis and is designed to find similarities and 
differences between those working in a professional manner with child sex 
abuse. For the purpose of this study, the subjects will include counsel
ors from a counseling agency, child protective services, and sheriff and 
police departments. 

This study invites your cooperation in filling out the questionnaire 
and it is hcped that you will answer the questions based on your honest 
beliefs. In no way does the questionnaire or researcher attempt to 
identify individuals or to show right or wrong attitudes. 

The purpose of the study is to find similarities and differ en ess in 
attitudes between the above professional settings. The objective is to 
increase understanding about various professional modalities and 
backgrounds and lead to an increased team effort in dealing with this 
population. 

You may discontinue filling out the questionnaire at any time. Onos 
you place the questionnaire in the manila envelope, it is assumed you have 
given permission to use the data you provided in the study. 

Thank you for your time and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Ann Bowen 
Masters Candidate 
Department of Counseling and Guidance 
University of Arizona 
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Do counselors/social workers complete a college degree 
and/or specialized training before working on sex abuse 
cases? 

College Degree Yes No • 

Degree required 

Training Yes No 

If yes, is the training mandatory? 

Yes No 

What is the duration of the training? 
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1 . Do officers/detectives go through specialized training 
before working with the sex crimes unit? 

Yes No 

2. If yes, is the training mandatory? 

Yes No 

3. How long is the training? 

4. Is additional or continuing training . . . 

mandatory 

recommended 

neither 
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