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ABSTRACT 

The 1904 Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis featured an anthropology 

exhibit consisting of living American Indians in order to display both stages in 

"civilization" and the benefits of federal Indian boarding school education for Indian 

children. Although &ir organizers considered these the goals of the exhibit, the American 

Indians created their own experience at the feir. While the living conditions and the 

treatment of the native people were often deplorable, the American Indians found in many 

instances adventure and economic gain through selling their crafts to tourists. Analyzing 

the local and national media coverage of the exhibit provides an understanding of the 

racial and cultural ideologies disseminated throughout the coimtry. This thesis combines 

a reconstruction of the American Indian experience with an anafysis of the media coverage 

in order to understand more clearly the daily life and importance of the exhibit for all 

involved. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Native peoples and indigenous cultures were presented to the American public in 

several different forms and venues at the turn of the century, from museums to side-shows 

to pu  ̂fiction to wild west shows. No venues were more elaborate or popular, however, 

than the World's Fairs. President McKinley, a week before his assassination at the 1901 

Pan-American E}qx)sition, caUed the &irs "the timekeepers of progress."' Described by 

Burton Benedict as "cornucopias of status symbols,"  ̂World's Fairs became platforms for 

Western inq)erialist countries to introduce and demonstrate their technology, wealth, 

resources, and colonized peoples through the skewed lenses of wealthy corporate 

sponsors and govenunent agendas. 

The 1904 Louisiana Purchase E^qmsition, covering over twelve hundred acres, is 

the largest &ir the world has ever witnessed. Open from May to December, the &ir 

attracted over nineteen million visitors.̂  Deemed the "university of the Future,"  ̂ the feir 

presented an opportunity for millions of &irgoers to learn about the technology, 

colonization, and development that had become enshrined in Western ideologies of 

"progress." Native peoples were represented in several of the government exhibition 

' Chronology of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, p. 16, Nfissouri Historical Society 
Archives., St. L. 606.02 C468. 
 ̂ Burton Benedict, The Anthropology of World's Fairs: San Francisco's Panama Pacific 

Tntematinnal Exposition of 1915. London: The Lowie Museum of Anthropology, 1983, 
p. 3. 
 ̂ Ibid., p. 31. 

* William F. Slocum, president of Colorado College, In L.G. Moses, ^d West Shows 
and the Tmages of American Tndians. 1883-1933. Albuquerque, University of New Mexico 
Press, 1996, p. 151. 
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venues at the &ir: U.S. government exhibits, state exhibits, and territory exhibits including 

Indian Territory and Alaska. Private firms, sometimes in conjunction with governments, 

also contributed exhibits ivith native people including the PhO^ine exhibit, the Boer War 

display, foreign exhibits such as the New Zealand and Brazil displays, and the pike, the 

midway of the &ir, which inchided a four-story cliff dwellers pueblo, an Eskimo village, 

and the Cummins' Wild West Show.̂  Of all the venues, the anthropology exhibit, 

conq)rising over forty acres, contained the largest assemblage of American Indians at the 

fiiir. 

Why were American Indians brought to the anthropology exhibit, and who was in 

charge of designing the scheme of their exhibition? The notions of civilization and 

savagery, along with tum-of-the-century anthropological theory and racial discourse, have 

been examined by a substantial number of scholars.̂  Two merit specific mention for their 

studies that relate to the 1904 &ir. Robert Rydell devotes a significant portion of his 

book, All the World's a Fair, to the Louisiana Purchase E^qmsition and to the racial and 

® David R. Francis, The Universal Exposition of 1904. St. Louis, Louisiana Purchase 
Ejqmsition Co., 1913, p. 531. 
 ̂ For an examination of the history of scientific racism, see Stephen Jay Gould, The 
Nfismeasure of Man. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1996 (1981). A number of 
scholars have grappled with the racialization of European encounters and ideology 
pertaining to indigenous people in the Americas. For some interesting interpretations of 
the issue, see the following: Eric R. Wol  ̂ 'Terilous Ideas: Race, Culture, People," 
Current Anthropology, voL 35, no. 1 (February 1994), pp. 1-12; Ronald Takaki, "The 
Tempest in the ^demess: The Racialization of Savagery," The Journal of American 
History, 79 (December 1992), pp. 892-912; Richard White, "Discovering Nature in North 
America," The Journal of American History, 79 (December 1992), pp. 874-891; Tzvetan 
Todorov, The Conquest of America. New York: Harper & Row, 1984. 
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cultural theories of the organizers of the anthropology exhibit/ Curtis Hinsley wrote a 

monogn^h that detafled the growth and ideology of American anthropology and some of 

the leading ethnologists fi:om 1846-1910. He also spent considerable time anafyzing the 

life and work of WJ McGee, the chief of the department of anthropology at the feir.' 

Because these aspects of the &ir have already undergone careM scrutmy by scholars, I 

will devote only a limited amount of space in this paper to the belief and intentions of the 

organizers of the exhibit. 

While many articles and books have explored the creation and ideology of the 

anthropology exhibit and the goals of the &ir organizers and anthropologists, few scholars 

have attempted to understand the experience and the daily lives of the American Indians 

who lived there.' Hundreds of American Indians of all ages, from many different tribal 

' Robert W. Rydell, All the World's a Fair: Visions nf Fmpire at American TnteTnational 
Expositions. 1876-1916. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1987, pp. 154-183. 
® Curtis M. Hinsley, The Smithsonian and the Amerip^n Indian! Making a Moral 
Anthropology in Victorian America. Washington! Smithsonian Institution Press, 1981. 
' Among the more extensive treatments of the anthropology exhibit at the &ir are the 
following: Robert W. Rydell, All the World's a Fair: Frederick E. Hoxie, A Final 
Promise: The Campaign to Assimilate the Indian. 1880-1920. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1992; Eric Breitbart, A World on Display: Photographs from the St. 
Louis World's Fair. 1904. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1997; L.G. 
Moses, Wild West Shows anH Images of AmpHnan Indians. 1883-1933. Albuquerque: 
University of New Mexico Press, 1996, pp. 150-167, PhOli^s Vemer Bradford and Harvey 
Bhune, Ota Benga: the Pvgmv in the Too. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1992; Robert 
A. Trennert, Jr., "Selling Indian Education at World's Fairs and Expositions, 1893-1904," 
American Indian Quarterly, voL XI, no. 3 (Summer 1987), pp. 203-220; Robert A. 
Trennert, "A Resurrection of Native Arts and Crafts: the St. Louis World's Fair, 1904," 
Missouri Historical Review, voL LXXXVn, no. 3 (April, 1993), pp. 274-292; Robert A. 
Trennert, 'Tairs, Expositions, and the Changing Image of Southwestern Indians, 1876-
1904," New Mexico Historical Review, voL 62, no. 2 (April 1987), pp. 127-150; Martha 
R. Clevenger, ed., 'Tndescribablv Grand": Diaries and Letters from the 1904 World's 
Fair. St. Louis: Missouri Historical Society Press, 1996, see introduction, pp. 3-40; 
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affiliations, worked and lived on the grounds of the exhibit, but their stories, or wliat we 

can piece together of them, remain largety untold. Because scholars have tended to place 

more en^hasis on the intentions of the organizers of the £ur to cast native peoples in hues 

of inferiority, or to subject them to inadvertent ridicule by placing them in living displays 

of "savagery," they have left large geq)s in understanding, to as much a degree as can be 

ascertained, the actual e}q)erience and day to day reality of the American Indians on 

display. 

The reconstruction of this e}q)erience is a challenge to say the least. The greatest 

obstacle for historians is the &ct that no American Indian particq>ants left a written or oral 

chronicle of their e}q)erience at the &ir.̂ ° Fortunately the exhibit organizers left a 

plethora of bureaucratic records and personal correspondence that fill several archives 

across the country and describe many of the situations and conditions that the American 

Indian people either reacted to, accommodated, or created.'' These are the records that I 

have relied upon most to analyze the American Indian experience at the &ir. This 

information is limited in itself however, due to the inherent bias of their sources: the 

anthropologists and government en^loyees who created the exhibit. Although I could 

have changed the voice of some of the stories included in the records to seemingly place 

Russell M. Magnaghi, "America Views Her Indians at the 1904 World's Fair in St. Louis," 
Gateyvay Heritage  ̂ voL 4 0\%iter 1983-1984), pp. 21-29. 

Eric Breitbart has atten^ted, unsuccessftilfy, to track down individuals who participated 
in the feir from the northern Rio Grande Pueblos of New Mexico. See Breitbirt, A 
World on Displav. 
" The archives that carry the more extensive holdings include the National Archives in 
Washington, D.C., the National Archives in the Fort Worth Regional Branch, the Library 
of Congress, the Missouri Historical Society, and the Oklahoma Historical Society. 



10 

the American Indians nearer the center of the ana^rsis, I chose to instead make explicit 

mention throughout the p^)er of the sources in an attenqit to eliminate generalizations or 

misinterpretations. This format does not necessarify detract fix)m illuminating the 

experiences of the native peoples; it simpty en^hasizes the role and interactions of the 

American Indians with the ethnologists and exhibit organizers who worked with them 

during their stay. 

This paper attempts to contribute a clearer understanding of two aspects of the 

&ir. First, I have attenq)ted, through a careful reading of ofScial and private 

correspondence, to reconstruct certain aspects, stories, and conditions that contributed to 

the American TnHian e}q)erience at the &ir. What prompted the native people to travel to 

the £iir? What was promised by the anthropologists and agents who sought the American 

Indians, and ^^t did they receive? How did they spend their time at the &ir, and how 

did they deal with the savage-seeking tourists? 

Second, I have illimiinated some of the local and national media's responses to the 

exhibit in order to ascertain the media's construction of the American Indian experience at 

the fiiir and its interpretation and dissemination of the ideologies contained in the 

anthropology exhibit to the rest of the coimtry. This anafysis of the media coverage, 

while adding little to our understanding of the American Indian e}q)erience of the &ir, is 

important in its own right as an indicator of racial and cultural attitxides espoused by those 

in control of the information highway of the tum-of-the-century, the national press. Were 

there trends in the media coverage? Was the media critical of the exhibit? According to 

the media, who was the more authoritative source in understanding or reporting accurately 



II 

on the exhibit—the anthropologists or the native people themselves? Along the same 

lines, was the media depiction of the American Indians at the exhibit more in tune with the 

Indians' own experiences or with the ideologies espoused by the anthropologists and &ir 

organizers? Before we answer these questions, we must briefty explore the background 

and the epistemological foundations that informed the creation and logistics of the 

anthropology exhibit. 
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ANTHROPOLOGY AT THE LOUISIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION 

By 1904 the relative  ̂young profession of anthropology was conq)eting for the 

authority to ''accurate  ̂represent native peoples against several other professions and 

organizations, including entrepreneurs, the media, educators, government and military 

officials, religious leaders and missionaries. The struggle for legitimate authority, of 

course, was not limited to external con:q)etition. By 1904, the profession of anthropology 

itself was divided over politics and ideologies. As Curtis Hinsley notes in The 

Smithsonian and the American Indian. Franz Boas had been alluding to theories of cultural 

relativism and pluralism—the ideas that one culture is not superior or inferior to another— 

since at least 1887, >^e John Wesley Powell, Louis Henry Morgan, and other 

Smithsonian ethnologists were still formulating their ethnocentric and hierarchical 

evolutionary schemes of classifying the peoples of the world.Clearly, within the 

profession no one person could represent the ideologies of all; however, in the public 

realm of the anthropology exhibit at the 1904 feir, WJ McGee, an ardent follower of 

Powell and Morgan, was designated with such a task. 

McGee was appointed Chief of the Department of Anthropology at the feir by the 

Louisiana Purchase E^qposition Conq)any. He accepted the position around the same time 

that he resigned as the head of the Bureau of American Ethnology imder allegations of 

financial misconduct.'̂  McGee quickly made grandiose plans to "difRise and incidental  ̂

Curtis M. Hinsley, The Smithsonian and thft American Indian p. 100. 
Ibid., p. 255; St. Louis Globe-Democrat, August 14, 1903. McGee accepted the 

position on Jufy 31, 1903. WJMcGee, McGee Report, Nfey 10, 1905. 
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to increase knowledge of Man and his Works.'̂ '̂  To systematically "trace the paths of 

human progress," McGee gathered in St. Louis representatives of native peoples from all 

over the world, including parts of Jq)an, North America, South America, and Africa, to 

represent the peoples of the world in their various incremental stages of civilization.*  ̂ To 

McGee, anthropology e}q)lored "mankind as an assemblage of varieties or races, and as 

social creatures imited by language and law and organized in &milies, communities, 

societies, commonwealths, and nations."'̂  He sought to introduce the visitors of the &ir 

to his interpretation of this e}q)loration through an anthropological model, though heavify 

influenced by Powell and Morgan, of his own design. 

McGee atten^ted to classify the peoples of the world into a combined model of 

"race-types" and "culture-grades" that accounted for all the people who seemed to evade 

a simple racial or cultural anthropological explanation. He recognized that simply 

classifying the peoples of the world into five races left too much room for certain groups 

to M through the cracks, such as the Japanese who were an "ethnological puzzle if not a 

distinct race."'' McGee believed that, beyond racial definitions, people also fell into a 

hierarchic structure of what they produce, industrialfy and socially, or "what they DO as 

human creatures rather than what they merely ARE as animal beings:"'̂  

WJ McGee, McGee Report, May 10,1905, p. 1. 
Ibid. 

•'̂ Ibid. 
McGee named the five races of the world as the "(1) Caucasian or White race..., (2) the 

Mongolian or Yellow race..., (3)the Malayan or Brown race..., (4) the Afiican or Black 
race..., and (5) the Amerind or Red race..." Ibid., p. 5. 

Ibid., p. 7. 
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As the world's peoples and tribes were classed by race and culture jointly, 
it was soon seen that the types of culture realfy represent grades or stages 
in development, and also that the exercise of fimction and organ attending 
culture is a material &ctor in development; aiid hence that the course of 
human progress is not that of vital evolution alone but one affected 
mcreasingfy through the ages by activital [sic] forces arising in and with 
manhimseE*' 

One of McGee's goals was to classify specific cultures in four princ^al types or stages 

"according to the degree of their advancement" in the activities of the arts, industries, 

laws, langu^es, and philosophies.̂ ° McGee elaborated on this muhi&ceted classification 

in a chart he designed illustrative of the defining characteristics of all the people in the 

world (Table 1). Whether speaking in terms of "race-types" or "culture-grades," McGee 

placed all of humanity on a hierarchic scale of development, placing the Caucasian "race-

type" at the top of bis cultural-evolutionary scheme. Because the &ir in itself was an 

example, along these lines, of the "culture-grade" of the enlightened American Caucasians, 

McGee developed the ethnology section of the department to illustrate the lower non-

Caucasian "race-types" in their different levels of "culture-grades" at the feir. 

" Ibid., p. 8. 
Ibid. 
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Table 1. McGee's CaKnral Developmental Categorization Scheme for the 
1904 Worid's Fair 

Stages 
I n ni IV 

Activities 

Arts mimetic symbolic conventionalistic idealistic 

Industries imitative divinitive constructive inventive 

nature protolithic technolithic metaUurgic panurgic 
relation imitative divinative constructive inventive 
motive zoomimic Statistic dynamic kinetic 
type-

product organ-adjunct inclement tool device 
age type Age of Stone Age of Stone Age of Metal Age of Metal 

Laws maternal patriarchal royal social 

nature maternal paternal hereditary electional 
relation ade^hiarchal patriarchal oligarchal representative 
motive zoocratic theocratic aristocratic democratic 
type-

product clan gens kingdom republic 
age-type Tribal Society Tribal Society National Society National Society 

Languages demonstrative descriptive associative reflective 

Philosophies zooic theurgic metaphysic scientific 

nature zootheistic n^ologic metaphysic scientific 
relation mstinctive subjective deductive originative 
motive zoic theurgic taxic telic 
type-

product animism mysticism scholasticism research 
age-type Age of Myth Age of Myth Age of Reason Age of Reason 

[Source: WJ McGee. Report of the Department of Anthropology to Frederick J.V, Skifi  ̂
director, Universal Exposition of 1904. Division of Exhibits, May 10, 1905. In Missouri 
Historical Society. File Series DI, Subseries XI, B30/F2] 
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Because of his authoritative role as the head of the anthropology department, 

McGee was dubbed by a cartoonist for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch as "The Overlord of 

the Savage World." '̂ McGee was quick to begin his new task, and he decided to divide 

the exhibit into six sections: ethnology, an Indian boarding school, archaeology, history, 

anthropometry, and psychometry. The ethnology section, according to McGee, was 

devoted to types of both race and culture (or development)...Generally, 
the primitive folk will occupy habitations erected by themselves from 
materials brought for the purpose, and will live and work in their 
accustomed ways; so that on the Exposition groiuds may be seen every 
stage in industrial progress with the development in the arts, languages, 
social customs, and belief characteristic of each stage of human 
advancement. 

The model Indian school, under the charge of Samuel M. McGowan, was established in 

order to 'illustrate the most advanced methods of raising our surviving abor^ines to the 

plane of citizenship...[T]he interest of the modem training [at the school] will be 

constantly enhanced by the contrast between aboriginal handicraft and that of the trained 

pupils, both displayed in the same building." The archaeology section contained displays 

of cultural arti&cts from around the world, arranged 'in synthetic series illustrating the 

stages of human development shown also in the ethnologic section." The section of 

history, by contrast, displayed the arti&cts of the Euro-Americans who aided in the 

"transformation of the Louisiana Purchase Territory from a wilderness ranged onfy by wild 

beasts and savage men into a family of great commonwealths." Finalty, the sections of 

anthropometry and psychometry were established for 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, July 14, 1904. 
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conq>ariDg the physical and mental characteristics of all the world's 
peoples...The measurements conqnise not oh  ̂ external physical 
characteristics such as stature and weight, but rates of respiration and 
pulsation, acuteness of the senses, times of sense reactions, capacity for 
coordinating in^ressions, and other Acuities of the human creature, so that 
the race-types and culture-grades assembled on the grounds may be 
brought witfiin the range of con:;)arative study.̂  

The exhibit was designed McGee and McGowan in part to serve a coiqplex 

educational agenda. The &ir, >^i]at McGee called a "university of the masses," became 

the site of active research whose results were, to McGee, "conq>arable with that accorded 

to original work in modem institutions of higher learning."  ̂ A monograph from 1905 

detailing the history of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition stated that "[a]nthropologists 

are optimists;" that is, they see the "history of Man[sic] in his racial development" as one 

of evohjtionary in:q)rovement over time.̂  ̂ McGee and the other ethnologists decided to 

illustrate this hierarchic inc^rovement of humanity by presenting live representatives of 

each stage. The "history of Man" was no longer relegated to the past; like time travel, 

Euro-American visitors could leam and observe their own prehistoric development 

 ̂ WJ McGee, 'The Anthropology Exhibit," p. 683, printed essay with no other 
publication information given. In McGee Papers, Box 16, Library of Congress. 
 ̂WJ McGee, "Anthropology", World's Fair Bulletin, February, 1904, p. 4; WJ McGee, 

McGee Report, May 10,1905, p. 1. McGee considered adding two more sections to the 
department, (7)Research and Conservation and (8) University Iiistruction, both run largely 
by outside research or university institutions because "neither research (with attendant 
conservation) nor regular instruction are germane to the work of expositions." McGee, 
no date, McGee papers. Box 20, Library of Congress. Frederick Starr did in feet run a 
field school at tiie anthropology exhibit, largely for students from the University of 
Chicago. 

Mark Bennitt, Historv of the Louisiana Thircha.se F.xpnsrtinn. St. Louis: Universal 
Exposition Publishing Conq)any, p. 673. 
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through the displayed realities of day-to-day life for the "lesser" races and cultures 

presented in the exhibit. 

Along the sanae educational lines, McGowan sought, through the Indian school 

exhibit, to aher the racist belief apparent  ̂instilled in the minds of the visitors." He 

wrote to the Commissioner of Indian Af&irs his wish to change these attitudes: 

As one watches the &ces of visitors one can almost see the scales drop 
from their eyes. Prejudice against the Indian disappears like snow under a 
noonday sun, and as the visitors pass from one side of the hall to the other, 
observing criticalfy  ̂the work done by the old Indians and the student they 
exclaim, as they pass along, that the Indian is equal to any other race, and 
the onfy difiference between them and other people is that of 
development.̂ ® 

The differences in development were based upon the stages that McGee referred to in the 

arts, industries, laws, languages, and philosophies. Concepts of race and culture seemed 

almost to refer to each other with regard to either the "old" or "traditional" Indians and 

the "civilized" Euro-Americans. For the students, however, the meaning of the words 

began to change. If an Indian student became well versed in the tenements of Euro-

American society, he or she was still considered an Indian student. The racial constructs 

of the dominant society based on phenotypic traits, if nothing else, would persist even 

after differences in culture seemed to dwindle. 

25 McGowan's self-proclaimed en:q)hasis on eliminating racism did not preclude him from 
passing along derogatory racist commentaries, such as the one he tagged on to a letter to 
Joseph Dortch, e}q)ressing the thoughts of a colleague that the Pygmies, larger in physical 
stature than their popular conception in American thought, should be renamed "Hogmies." 
McGowan to Joseph H. Dortch, Jufy 4, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National Archives, Fort 
Worth Regional BrancL 
26 McGowan to the Commissioner of Indian Affeirs, July 5, 1904, Chilocco Papers, 
National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 
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As a third educational agenda, the exhibit organizers assumed that the &ir and its 

celebratory displays of ''civilization" and technological innovation would, almost as a 

positive side-effect, educate and foster the interest of the native peoples to shun the "old 

ways" and seek assimilation into the dominant society. The organizers hoped that the 

native people would at least witness, if not leam, the superior values of Euro-American 

society. The expectations of the organizers, however, were just that: meaningless in 

terms of what the American Indians or anyone else actualfy e}q)erienced. The vahies and 

expectations of the anthropologists and exhibit organizers differed in several and 

meaningM ways, as expressed in the next section, from the e}q)eriences that the American 

Indians brought with them to the &ir and then returned home with afterwards. 
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AMERICAN INDIANS AND THE LOUSIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION 

While the ethnocentric views of McGee and others were imposed on the 

representation of native people at the fiiir, and ^Me the entire anthropology exhibit was 

st£^ed as a model of evolutionary cultural progress and racial differences, the native 

people at the ̂  created their own experience from their own activities and interactions 

with each other and with the visitors of the &ir. Many were promised transportation to 

and rations during the &ir in order to sell their wares, while Indian students spent their 

summer in St. Louis meeting new Indian children from schools across the country and 

recreatii  ̂for visitors the regimentation of their boarding school experience. The native 

peoples who came to the fiiir imder the auspices of the anthropology department were 

typically instructed to bring the buildiog materials required to construct what were 

considered "traditional" dwellings. In these homes the people lived, side by side, and 

were to con^lete various tasks each day before the visitors, such as cooking dinner or 

makii  ̂ baskets. The people also partic^ated hi special events and parades, visited 

attractions of the &ir and the city of St. Louis, and many conq)eted against each other in 

various games and sporting events. This section atten::^ts to discern examples of the daily 

life and experiences of the American Indians at the &ir and the physical environment of 

then: living spaces. 

Hundreds of American Indians visited or worked at the &ir in many different 

venues. Many of the American Indians who visited the feiir worked as "traditional 

Indians" at the anthropology exhibit. McGowan defined these "traditionals" as "genuine 

old Indians...These people will work at their old-time native industries, representing such 
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primitive trade[sic] as basket-making, sitversmithing, bead-work in its various designs, 

porcupine-work, bow and arrow-making, tanning and moccasin making, canoe-making, 

etc., etc., etc." '̂ In May of 1904, a 'Tamify Register of Indians" included 171 names of 

individuals partic^ated as "traditionals" for the exhibit (see appendix).̂  ̂ The groups 

of American Indians were selected by McGee and McGowan ''either for the prominence of 

the chie& or for the &ithfulness with which they portray[ed] aboriginal habits and 

customs."^  ̂ The Register listed representatives from the Apache, Ar^)ahoe, Comanche, 

Maricopa, Navajo, Pima, Pomo, Pawnee, Wichita, and Rosebud Sioux tribes, as well as 

the Acoma, Laguna, and Santa Clara Pueblos of New Mexico.̂ " A group of Cocopa 

Indians from the Sonoran desert traveled to the &ir as welL 

The &mily register, ^^e documenting the American Indians present only during 

the latter half of May, provides insight into the group demographics. The vast majority of 

the American Indians listed in the roster were in £ict members of &milies who traveled to 

the feir. Out of the 171 people listed, onfy eight were not listed with other femily 

members. Although the eight were listed as individuals, seven of them arrived with other 

McGowan to McGee, April 20, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National Archives, Fort Worth 
Regional Branch. 

'Tamily Register of Indians at World's Fair Exhibit," received May 21, 1904, McGee 
Papers, Box 28, Library of Congress; see also Eric Breitbart, A World on Displav. pp. 
89-92. 

Monthly Report, McGee to Skif  ̂January 2, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 16, Library of 
Congress. 
'"Ibid 
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members of tfaeir community, while only one, Ridget, arrived as the sole representative 

from a community, in this case from Laguna Pueblo.̂ ' 

The native peoples lived together and e}q)erienced the &ir amongst ^miliar 

relatives and community members. Their experience was a shared one: one that they 

could daily relate to their parents, siblings, or children. It was an e}q)erience that allowed 

them to draw strength from their &milial and community ties. Some couples, listed by 

the compiler of the register in such patriarchal terms as Cut Nose and Mrs. Cut Nose, 

arrived at the friir with no children, while many other couples brought children, such as the 

Navajo &n3ily listed as Silver Smith, Mrs. Silver Smith, and Baby Smith. Although the 

names listed in the register were not always accurate, the register included specific kinship 

ties for some of the American Indians, including James Sago(adopted), Ya-po-

cha(mother-in-law), Charley Richards(step-son), Ferdinand Fifer(grandson), and Dolores 

San Juan(sister-in-law). The register is an excellent indicator of the importance of frunily 

instilled in the people who traveled to the &ir. 

The American Indian &milies used their opportunity at the anthropology exhibit to 

serve their own varied i^endas. The prime motives of the frunilies had to include making 

a profit for selling their crafts and wares. After all, they agreed to travel to the &ir, all 

expenses paid, with the guarantee that they could retain all profits they made for their 

sales. Geronimo was even offered a monthly salary just to sit in a booth in the Indian 

school and sell his photos, autographs, and handmade bows and arrows. Many took the 

'Tamily Register of Indians at World's Fair Exhibit," received May 21, 1904, McGee 
Papers, Box 28, Library of Congress. 
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opportunity to see the sights of the &ir and St. Louis while they lived at the exhibit. 

Others found pleasure in competing in sporting events and other coni^itions which often 

included cash prizes. 

The American Indians struggled at the &ir not to prove their worth to anyone, but 

to inq)rove their living conditions at the exhibit. The grounds were filthy, with open 

sewers running through the canq), pron^ting many to return home early in disgust. 

Those who decided to remain had to weigh these conditions against the profits that they 

were making firom their wares. Many of the native peoples came into conflict with others 

on the can:^)ground, tourists, security ofGcers, and some of the exhibit organizers such as 

McGowan. This section will examine individual occurrences at the &ir that shaped the 

e}q)erience of the American Indians, dealing with travel arrangements to morbidity to 

recreation and economic success. The stories, most fix>m the accounts of the &ir 

organizers, also provide insight into the cultural dialogue and often miscommunication 

between the organizers and the native peoples. 
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Negotiating Travel: The Cocopa Experience 

While S.M. McGowan, along with the United States Indian OfBce, was in charge 

of coordinating the arrangements for the American Indians to travel from their homes to 

St. Louis, WJ McGee undertook the responsibility for the transportation of the Cocopas 

and native peoples from outside the borders of the United States.^^ Because McGee had 

conducted fieldwork among the Seri Indians of Mexico, and was acquainted Avith some 

Cocopas, he was particularfy^ interested in inducing them to become a part of his exhibit. 

Apparent^ McGee did not establish significant rapport with any Seri people, because he 

chose to secure their services through questionable means.^^ 

McGee hired Edwin C. Cushman, Jr., to travel into Northern Mexico to find a 

suitable group of Seri and Cocopa people to can^ in St. Louis. Because this undertaking 

was international in scope (exchiding the arguabfy international status of the native 

peoples themselves as sovereign entities), McGee sent Cushman to Mexico with papers of 

introduction to in^rtant Mexican governmental dignitaries e7q)laining his purpose. 

These papers each referred to a group of Seri Indians suspected by McGee to be "in the 

en^Ioy of the Government in or about the coital city."^ McGee apparently understood 

WJ McGee to Frederick J.V. Skif^ May 21, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National Archives, 
Fort Worth Regional Branch. 

Remarkabfy, McGee was able to concoct a 300 page monograph on the Seri Indians, his 
personal masterpiece of ethnogr^hy, from interviews he conducted with sixty Seri Indians 
during a period of only 36 hours! Because of his limited e^qrasure to the Seri people, his 
personal relationsh^s with Seri people were obvious^ limited as well See Curtis M. 
Hinsley, The Smithsnnian and the American Indian, pp. 239-242. 
^ McGee to Barlow, November 23, 1903; McGw to Clayton, November 23, 1903; 
McGee to Chavero, November 23, 1903, McGee to Leon, November 23, 1903; McGee to 
Corral, November 23,1903, McGee Papers, Box 14, Library of Congress. 
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"in the en:q}loy" to actualfy mean "in captivity," at least according to a letter from 

Cusbman describing a lack of Seris "held in captivity or in any other capacity in 

Mexico." '̂ Ramon Corral, the Nfinister of the Interior for the government of Mexico 

confirmed this statement in a letter to McGee: . .1 regret to inform you that it will not be 

possible to obtain the Seris (sic) Indians you wish for the Ejq)osition of St. Louis, as those 

who were prisoners have been given their freedom by the Government. In order to obtain 

others, we would have to make a ca[m]paign which would be very costfy."^® McGee was 

never successful in bringing to the &k the group of native people for which he was 

considered an expert. When a &ir visitor inquired of McGee why this was so, McGee 

responded in a manner designed to instill a sense of danger in bringing the Seris; 

...there were just two men living who might be trusted to perform the 
di£Qcult mission of bringing these savages to Saint Louis; one of them was 
tied up by the administrative duties in this Department[sic]; the other 
(Charles Meadows, or "Arizona Charlie", of Yuma) was ready to 
undertake the task, but when the critical moment arrived his crew decided 
that they "hadn't lost no Seri Indians" and deserted the colors. '̂ 

McGee omitted to mention in the response his Med quest for Seri captives held by the 

Mexican government. 

McGee and Cushman tried a different approach v^en later atten:q)ting to attract 

some Cocopa Indians to the &ir. In his letters of introduction for Cushman to the 

gentleman who held the land grant over the Cocopa rancherias and to the territorial prison 

superintendent of Yuma, Arizona, McGee wrote that Cushman's motives involved simply 

Cushman to McGee, December 1,1903, McGee Papers, Box 14, Library of Congress. 
Corral to McGee, December 1,1903, McGee Papers, Box 14, Library of Congress. 
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a contmuatioii of some ethnologic work McGee had carried out three years before, with 

an interest in collecting seeds and pottery for the e^^sition. In these letters McGee de-

emphasized the job of Cushman to bring native peoples to the &ir. He wrote that 

Cushman, "should he find two or three of the more responsible chiefi or head men of the 

tribe desirous of attending the e}q)osition in person,.. .may be able to afford them &cilities 

in the way of transportation firom Yuma."^^ McGee, in a flash of diplomatic genius, even 

sent a letter of introduction and a silk Giinese handkerchief to Chief Pablo Colorado, 

"Head Man of all the Cocopa Indians." In the letter, McGee, who was already 

acquainted with Pablo Colorado, invited him "to visit the World's Fair next summer and 

see with your own eyes the greatest productions of all the nations." '̂ While all these 

letters alluded to rather benign intentions of Cushman, McGee sent Cushman more implicit 

instructions: 

I also meant to say to you that while all the letters expressed, just as your 
conversations should, the idea that the research &ctor is the conspicuous 
one in your work, you should constant^ have as a mental background the 
primary motive of hrinpinp a good group of those Indians to the 
Exposition. This is the mariner's con^ass below and behind all of the 
bunting and salvos and cheering that normal^ attend the sailing of a new 
ship. Pray let this be your deepest conviction.^" 

McGee to C.M. Ginther, September 27, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 15, Library of 
Cogress, 

McGee to Herbert Brown; McGee to Eduardo J. Andrade, January 5, 1904, McGee 
Papers, Box 20, Library of Congress; nqr enq)hasis. 

McGee to Chief Pablo Colorado, January 5, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of 
Congress.. 

McGee to Cushman, January 11, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of Congress; 
enq>hasis added by McGee. 
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The group of Cocopas that Cushman dealt with were not too enthusiastic about his 

plans for them. Pablo Colorado dictated a letter to McGee through an interpreter 

expressing ambivalence about the idea of traveling to St. Louis, especialfy for an extended 

period of time/' Cushman discussed the matter with three of the group's noale leaders, 

told him that they had several problems with Cushman's plan. First, they objected, 

as did Pablo Colorado, to the length of time that Cushman wished them to remain in St. 

Louis (apparently for the duration, or at least for three months). The Cocopa men made 

Cushnian aware of the &ct that the &ir was to take place during the time of the year when 

they had to plant and harvest then* crops in order to survive the winter. They objected to 

the idea of female members of thev group traveling to St. Louis as welL Cushman was 

instructed to bring a representative sanq)ling of Cocopa ^milies, however, and told them 

that "we were doing them a great &vor in bringing them at all and that they would have to 

bring their &milies or none at alL"^^ About two months later, and after a "hard fight," 

Cushman was convinced that he had a group of about fifteen to twenty Cocopas willing to 

go."*^ He had more trouble convincing Pablo Colorado. In a letter to McGee, he wrote, 

I don't think Captain Pablo wants to come. He says that his place is with 
his people, and that he cannot leave them, but I th^ he is trying to see if 
he can't work me for some money. He is a old fellow, I took him 
down a bit the other day when I infermed him that the Americans didn't 
care viiether he went to the feir or not, in &ct I thought it would be better 
if he didn't go."*^ 

Pablo Colorado to McGee, January 20, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of 
Congress. 

Cushman to McGee, January 25, 1904, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
Cushman to McGee, March 28,1904, Box 19, Library of Congress. 

^ Cushman to McGee, March 3,1904, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
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Whether Cushman's use of reverse psychology was effective or whether he was just 

atteiiq)tiag to show off for McGee is not clear, but Colorado eventually agreed to travel to 

St. Louis without a salary/^ Besides traveling e;q)enses and board during their stay, 

Cushman onfy^ paid one person, whom he considered a '"half breed Cocopa woman," to 

travel to St. Louis. She was paid to translate for the party during their stay and to 

'induce the Indians to give their different ceremonials on the grounds."^ 

Many of the Cocopas were successful in separating Cushman from his cash during his 
stay with them, as he noted in several of his e7q>ense records that he paid them substantial 
amounts of money, although he never realfy^ indicated what he was paying them for. He 
would simply disclose items such as 'Twenty doUars paid to Indians for work done in 
can^)," or "paid to Indians-$31.00." Cushman to McGee, February 27, 1904; Cushman 
to McGee, March 3, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress. 

Cushman to McGee, March 28,1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
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Living Conditions, Morbidity, and Mortality at the Anthropology Exhibit 

Conditions at the &irgrounds were not optimal when the majority of Native groups 

began to arrive. After McGee or someone within the department had blundered and held 

up the transportation of Cushman and the Cocopas for several days from Yuma, Arizona, 

to St. Louis, McGee attenq)ted to reconcile with Cushman through describing the climate: 

"weather here too cold and wet for Indians if they can be held few days without 

demoralization.'̂ ^ After the department began to receive criticism about the groimds and 

the treatment of the Indians, McGowan attempted to explain to the Commissioner of 

Indian Afi&irs that "[w]hen the Indians were first brought to St. Louis early in May, the 

weather was very bad; rain and mud constantly. This caused some discontent among the 

Indians naturally..."^* This "natural discontent" of the American Indians was not the 

result of the weather alone. 

The sanitary conditions within the camp were unhealthy at best. In May, Jvme, 

and July, both McGowan and McGee wrote several letters to the Department of Works 

and Exhibits expressing their disgust at the sanitary conditions of their exhibit. On June 

McGee to Cushman, Western Union Telegraph, April 26, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, 
Library of Congress. 

The criticism that McGowan attempted to rebut came from an article in the St. Louis 
Globe-Democrat of a "semi-critical nature, regarding the treatment of the Indians" in the 
exhibit. Although much evidence supports a contrary notion, McGowan tried to convince 
the Commissioner of Indian Af&irs that "our Indians are more contented than I ever 
imagined they would be; that they are, in nearly every case, making money; that there is no 
sickness in the camps and that everything in connection with our exhibit is running as 
smoothly, as harmoniously, and as successfiiUy as I could wish." McGowan to the 
Commissioner of Indian Afi&irs, June 14, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National Archives, Fort 
Worth Regional Branch. 
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10, McGowan described the conditions of the exhibit to Isaac Taylor, Director of the 

Division of Works: 

[t]hrough the Sioux can^ runs an open sewer >^ch carries the foul water 
pregnant with disease germs from the nursery beds owned by the 
Exposition...Already I have had to send home a number of Sioux people 
on account of sickness caused by this pestilential sewer. Members of the 
other groups have been and are sick. The Ainu people especially, the 
sweetest, gentlest, kindliest people on the grounds, are nearly all down 
with malarial fever. '̂ 

On June 14, McGowan wrote the chief civil engineer cnmplafning that ''half the time we 

do not have enough water to cook with, and the other half we have not enough to 

drink."^° As late as October, visitors were still reporting that "ankle-deep mud" was 

surrounding some of the native people's homes.^^ 

Apparently m an attenq)t to place more direct charge over the problems &cing the 

American Indians at the exhibit, McGee hired S.C. Simms in mid-Juty to act as 

Ethnologist in charge of the Section of Ethnology.^^ Within days of his ^pointment, 

Simms met with the American Indians at the exhibit and discovered that the "universal 

complaint was the deplorable state of the grounds."^^ Because the sanguinity of the 

American Indians was general^ at such a low level, Simms recommended sending all of 

McGowan to Isaac S. Taylor, June 10, 1904, Chilocco P^)ers, National Archives, 
Southwest Regional Branch. 

McGowan to R.H. Phillips, June 14, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National Archives, 
Southwest Regional Branch. 

Edw. Anthony Spitzka to McGee, October 6, 1904, McGee Papers, Library of 
Congress. 

McGee to R,D. Shutt, July 18, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
Simms to McGee, n.d., McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress; mentioned in 

McGee to Frederick J.V. Skiff, July 20, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of 
Congress. 
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them home with the hope of starting on a better basis with new groups.^ McGee, upon 

receiving Simms' report, was upset about the sanitary conditions, but appaientfy he placed 

as much or more emphasis on how the public would react to the conditions than how they 

affected the Native peoples. On Jufy 20, he wrote to Frederick Skif^ the Director of 

Exhibits: 

visitors of high standmg in different parts of the country have repeatedly 
protested against the condition of these grounds; the sanitary inspector has 
reported that drainage and other improvements are absohitety necessary to 
the health of the assembled peoples; and scores of visitors are daity driven 
away from the canps, to v^ch they are strong^ attracted, by the io^roper 
sanitary and hygienic surroundings/^ 

In his monthly reports to Frederick Skif^ McGee alluded to the conditions and the 

growing discontent and action taken by many of the native groups at the exhibit in regards 

to the unsanitary situation. In the June report, McGee wrote, 

[The plans of the exhibit work] have suffered interference through 
uiq)recedented rainM and storms. The Ainu group have suffered 
somewhat from malarial and other disorders; otherwise they have lived 
comfortably and continued their industrial operations, and have continued 
to attract great attention from visitors except ^iien the grounds and roads 
were inq)assab]y wet. There has been some illness, also, among the 
Patagonians, and some discontent on account of the delay in fiimishing 
horses [promised them upon partaking of the trip to St. Louis], which 
would hardfy be feasible pending inq)rovement in weather;...The Cocopa 
group have fered tolerably well despite the wet weather which has 
prevented proper arrangement of household £icilities, clothing, etc.; yet 
they, too, have constantly attracted surprising attention in view of the 
unsuitability of their surroundings and the impossibility of permitting 
exhibition of the most distinctive tribal characteristics...Chiefly by reason 
of the impossible weather, many of the United States Indians have become 

McGee to George A. Dorsey, July 25, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of 
Congress. 

McGee to Frederick J.V. Skif^ July 20, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of 
Congress. 



32 

discouraged and several of the Pawnee, Wichita, Arapaho, and Cheyenne 
Indians have returned to their homes.^^ 

McGee continued to place most of the blame for the discontent of the native 

peoples on the weather in his next report, but he alluded to other troubles at the exhibit: 

Partfy by reason of continued rains and mud, partly on account of other 
causes, the U.S. Indians on the groimds earlier in the Exposition have 
largefy returned to their homes; the Kickapoo, the Arapaho, the )i\^chita, 
and nearly all of the Pawnee have gone, ^^iiile the Sioux and the Pomo 
groups are on the point of leaving. It was largefy^ to rectify the 
un&vorable conditions that Nfr. Simms was placed in charge of the 
Section; and while his work began too late to save many of the Indians on 
the grounds, he greatly aided the Department by putting the Indians in such 
£*3006 of mind that they or their fellow tribesmen will be glad to return later 
when general conditions are more fevorable. '̂ 

Of course, McGee did not allude to how Simms could improve the weather, so we must 

suspect that the discontent of the Indians had less to do with the weather (what could not 

be helped) and more with the physical conditions of their living arrangements (what could 

be improved, although obviously not much was done along these lines). 

The trend of the American Indians to leave St. Louis and return to their homes 

began early and grew throughout the duration of the &ir. On Augiist 10, Thomas 

Raymond, while inspecting the Indian Camp at the anthropology exhibit, noted that 

conditions at the can:^ had improved somewhat, due mainly to the decreased number of 

Indians camped there. He noted, however, that much refiise and "rank weeks and grass" 

Monthly Report, McGee to Skifl^ My 1, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 16, Library of 
Congress. 

Monthly Report, McGee to Skif^ August 1, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 16, Library of 
Congress. 
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bad continued to accumulate throughout the grounds/^ On Septenaber 8, an 

ethnomusicologist and reformer of federal Indian policy named Natalie Curtis wrote to 

McGee concerning an article published in the New York Evening Mail that described the 

horrendous conditions of the anthropology groimds. She sent around a petition to many 

people, including "promment" citizens, denoanding the management of the to clean up 

the grounds/' After about a week, McGee responded to Curtis, writing that conditions 

had since improved and that he was "no longer seriously apprehensive as to the life and 

health of the alien peoples."®' 

On October 15, McGowan reported that, owing to "steadily increasing cold 

weather and the low state of the Indian exhibit's finances," he planned to send the Indian 

students home on the following Saturday. However, he mentioned that about twenty-five 

"old Indians, Navajos, Pueblos, Apaches, Pima, Maricopa, and Ch^pewa," would remain 

for a few more weeks. These people opted to remain because they apparently did very 

well in selling their wares to tourists, and wished to stay in order to make more money.®' 

Treated as an economic venture by many if not most of the American Indians canq)ed at 

the anthropology exhibit, and discussed fiirther in the paper, the feir provided a relatively 

large source of income for many &niilies. 

Thomas W. Raymond to D.R. Francis, August 10, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, 
Library of Congress. 

Natalie Curtis to McGee, September 8, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 18, Library of 
Congress. 
^ McGee to Natalie Curtis, September 17, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 18, Library of 
Congress, 

McGowan to the Commissioner of Indian Afl&irs, October 15, 1904, Chilocco Papers, 
National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 
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In bis last monthly report, dated January 3, 1905, McGee provided for Skiff a 

quick rundown of the results of the &ir. He inchided, almost as a footnote, a talfy of the 

mortality and morbidity rates for the Native people lived and worked at the 

anthropology exhibit: 

[T]be Department and E}q)osition Con^)any are firee of both financial and 
moral liaJnlity for life and health of the peoples assembled by the 
Department for Exposition purposes. In the Indian School there were biit 
two &talities; a small Pima schoolgirl, iU on leaving home for the 
Exposition grounds, did not inwove as expected and died while 
preparations were in progress for returning her; and an Indian in&nt, bom 
on the grounds, died soon after birth. There was very little illness, almost 
none of serious character...I anticipated a mortality in the 
Department.. .amounting to about ten.. 

McGee's mention of "very little illness" in the of5cial report contrasted sharply with the 

numerous reports of disease and life-threatening environments in the private 

correspondence. The original proposed plan for the anthropometric laboratory at the 

also included the expectation that scientists could benefit from the deaths of native peoples 

at the &ir: 

...some individuals of the assembled ethnic material will succumb to the 
climate and from other sources. The bodies wOl be a precious material for 
both anatomy and anthropology.. .the soft parts [of the bodies], except the 
brain, will be utilized by the Medical Department of the Columbia 
University, New York, while the brain and skeleton will be deposited in the 
U.S. National Museum." 

Monthly Report, McGee to Skif^ January 3, 1905, McGee Papers, Box 16, Library of 
Congress. 
" "Proposed Plan of a Joint U.S. National Museum and World's Fair Anthropometric 
Laboratory, St. Louis, Missouri," no date, McGee Papers, Library of Congress. Rydell 
examined the outcome of this proposition in All the World's a Fair, p. 165. Rydell stated 
that the response of Columbia to this proposition is unknown, but he noted that the 
Smithsonian received three Filipino brains after the feir. 
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The condition of Pablo Colorado's wife grew so close to death in earfy October that 

McGee rushed her and her fiimity back across the border with the aid of C.E. Hulbert, his 

administrative secretary. Her condition was so bad, Hulbert formulated a plan to deal 

with the possibility of her death en route.^ 

^Hulbert's trip apparent^ provided him time to reflect on his service and to reach some 
revelations . He wrote, "it is a genuine treat to feel that you are doing someting to make 
these poor simple people [the Cocopas] a little happier. I never realized before that they 
are human beings, a great deal like ourselves, with real human feelings, real emotions and 
real sensibilities." C.E. Hulbert to McGee, October 11, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, 
Library of Congress. 
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Maintaining and Enforcing '^Hannonioas Relations'* Within the Exhibit Camp 

Because the legal and political status of the various groups of native peoples who 

were to live at the exhibit were seen the &ir organizers as diverse and complex, McGee 

decided to ^mthesize their status in a report that he could distribute to Cummin's Wild 

West Show and other departments of the &ir in which native people were present. 

McGee foresaw potential problems eruptii^ between the various native peoples and 

wished to come up with "a plan for policing the present and prospective groups" in case 

'̂ harmonious relations" were not noaintained.®^ He was also concerned that the Mexican 

and Patagonian Indians held a status in their countries unlike that of wardship held by 

Indians in the United States: 

[T]he Indians enjoy a status different from that prevailing in ours- they are 
potential citizens without the slightest limitation of citizensh^, so £ir as I 
can gather, beyond their own volition;...they or their representatives might 
property except to subjecting them to an administration based on the 
principle of wardsh^ rather than that of citizenship.^ 

McGee classified all the visitors and workers of the &ir into seven groups: citizens of the 

United States, citizens and subjects of other nations, Indian wards of the United States, 

territorial wards of the United States (Filipinos), citizen-wards, or potential citizens, of 

An:)erican republics other than the U.S. (Mexico, Argentina), subject-wards, or potential 

citizens, of monarchs, and finalfy, casual visitors from foreign lands and islands. McGee 

McGee to Frederick Skiff^ May 2, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National Archives, Fort 
Worth Regional Branch. 
^ McGee to McGowan, May 2, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National Archives, Fort Worth 
Regional Branch. 
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provided an outline of specific jurisdictions and laws applicable to each type of visitor or 

worker. 

McGee specifically recommended that all the American Indians at the &ir (v^ether 

working or visiting) be placed under the jurisdiction and policing supervision of McGowan 

as the representative of the Indian OfSce and the Interior Department. McGee noted that 

"any police regulations should be designed primarily for the protection of the aborigines 

and onfy^ secondarify for the maintenance of peace and proper conduct among the 

aborigines themselves." In response to the plan, McGowan thanked McGee for his 

"^prehension of difficulties fiom such a heterogeneous assemblage of reservation Indians, 

generally so carelessly collected."^® McGowan continued, "I am sure there will be 

trouble. I know personally many of the individual Indians connected with the three or 

four Pike Concessions en^loying them, and I know several of them to be hard drinkers 

and extremely ugfy when under the influence of liquor."®' 

Some problems did arise at the &ir amongst the native people. Some children 

&om the Colorado River Indian School had a significant amount of their bead work 

stolen.™ During the month of July, an Afiican Pygmy was attacked by one of 

McGowan's "attaches." The distinction of the attach^ as either an enqjloyee of the U.S. 

government or an American Indian is unclear, but McGee, confirming the "brutal and 

McGee to Frederick Skif^ May 2, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National Archives, Fort 
Worth Regional Branch. 

McGowan to McGee, May 3, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National Archives, Fort Worth 
Regional Branch. 
"Ibid. 



38 

outrageous assault," reprimanded McGowan, stating that "any repitition[sic] of such 

offense against the Afiicans or any other primitive peoples on the groimds will lead to 

criminal proceedings instituted by me unless the circumstances are immediately reported 

and ^proved this Department."^^ According to this logic, as long as the department of 

anthropology ^proved of such actions, ''brutal and outrageous assaults" were not 

excluded as options for policing or maintatning '̂ harmonious relations" amongst the native 

people. 

McGowan reported to the Commissioner of Indian Af&irs that he had to send 

home most of the Arapaho people because of "repeated drunkenness." Actually, these 

same Arapahos had con^lained to a reporter of the St. Louis Globe-Democrat two weeks 

earlier about their disgust with the poor and limited quantity of rations issued them upon 

their arrival at the feir, so it is unclear if they left on their own accord or under orders.^ 

With so much documentation of groups leaving on their own, however, McGowan would 

have to very carefiiUy consider sending home any American Indians, as the exhibit featured 

fewer and fewer participants. 

In one case, however, a Cocopa Indian named Shokee was clearly sent home for 

his actions in the canq) by McGee and some of his Cocopa peers. According to 

Cushman, several Cocopa people con:q)Iained about Shokee, stating that he was "making 

himself most objectionable to the women of the tribe," and that "on three different 

Acting Commissioner of Indian Affeirs to McGowan, April 25, 1905, Chilocco Papers, 
National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 

McGee to McGowan, July 23,1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of Congress. 
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occasions he had used violence in attaining his ends upon the person of one of the youi^er 

women of the tribe, and had even attempted assault upon the person of a young girl not 

more than ten years old." Cushman and two men whom he regarded as chie&, Pablo 

Colorado and Thomas Moore, met in McGee's of5ce with Shokee and the woman vviiom 

he had purported^ assaulted, ^parentfy^ the group resolved that Shokee must go home 

in disgrace.^ McGee sent a letter home with Shokee that he was supposed to present to 

Herbert Brown, a man in contact with the Cocopas in Yuma, Arizona, stating that he had 

assaulted a Cocopa woman. McGee wrote, "We should like the reason of his return 

known amongst the members of his tribe whom you may know. We are not hewing him 

to get to his home fi;om Yuma to the colony; nevertheless we do not want him to starve, 

and I wish you would make an effort to see that he gets home."^^ Cushman noted that 

they could have arrested Shokee, but because he came &om Mexico, and because the 

assaults were "confined to members of his own tribe," he believed it best that Shokee go 

home and &ce "the ideas of Indian justice."^^ Shokee, who could not speak English, was 

placed on a train with two dollars to purchase coffee along the way and a letter of 

McGowan to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, June 14, 1904, Chilocco Papers, 
National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 

Edwin C. Cushman, Jr., to McGee, Jufy 7, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of 
Congress. 

McGee to Herbert Brown, July 7,1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of Congress. 
" Edwin C. Cushman, Jr., to McGee, Jufy 7, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of 
Congress. 
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mtroduction that he was told to present to conductors of the railroad ^o would hopefully 

make sure that he made the right transfers/^ 

McGee to the Conductors of the Frisco Road and connecting lines, Jufy 7, 1904, 
McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of Congress. McGee kept in his papers a letter written 
from a Cocopa man named Frank Tehano to Captain Tomas (presumabty Thomas Moore) 
and Pablo Colorado, the leaders of the Cocopas in St. Louis. Whether this letter reached 
these men is unclear, because McGee kept the handwritten copy. Regardless, Tehano 
was unsure what had occurred regarding Shokee (who had recently arrived back home) 
that prompted his return. Tehano wrote, "we want to know the troubles of [Shokee] he 
told me something about his troubles but we don't believe him what he says we would like 
to know what was the reason he came back..." Frank Tehano to Captain Tomas and 
Pablo, July 29,1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
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Unharmonious Relations: McGowan, Tourists, and the American Indians 

McGowan was at one point indicted by McGee for causing many of the American 

Indian people to leave St. Louis and return home. William and Mary Benson, a Pomo 

Indian couple from California who traveled to the &ir in large part to sell their crafts, 

according to McGee, "decided to leave the E^qwsition because of ^iiat they conceive[d] 

as constant ill-treatment on the part of Superintendent McGowan, in which view I am 

con:q>elled to coincide."'̂  The Bensons, protected by the rights of citizensh^ accorded 

them under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (and thus not treated as Indian wards by the 

government), were apparent^ forced by McGowan to work in the Indian School, an 

arrangement that they had not made ^en agreeing to sell their wares at the &ir/^ 

McGee informed McGowan that the Bensons were placed imder his charge until they left. 

After McGowan refiited these orders, McGee responded by writing McGowan that the 

Jefferson Guards, the ofScers in charge of security for the feir, were to protect the 

Bensons from any ftirther assun^tion of authority by McGowan." The departure of the 

Bensons, reported McGee to Frederick SkiG^ was not the only one attributable to 

McGowan's actions: 

the Sioux chie^ Yellow Hair, with his party are going tomorrow; the 
Arapaho group are already gone; the Kickapoo bark house is empty; the 
great Pawnee earth lodge is practically vacant; the ^chita grass house is 
empty; of all of the picturesque United States Indians on the Ethnologic 
Grounds six weeks ago hardly a quarter remain—and while in a fow cases 
other conditions entered, the chief cause of dissatisftiction and withdrawal 

" McGee to Frederick Skif^ July 31, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress, 
McGee to McGowan (A), July 30,1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress. 

" McGowan to McGee, July 30, 1904; McGee to McGowan (B), Jufy 30, 1904, McGee 
Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
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from the grounds in each case has been real or £incied ill-treatment by 
Superintemlent McGowan.^ 

The departure of Scott Charging Alone, a Sioux Episcopalian Minister, and Yellow Hair 

were apparentfy^ due to McGowan's refusal to allow them to institute what McGowan 

considered a "dancing school" amongst the different Indian people encanq)ed at the 

exhibit." 

Many native people at the &ir also came into confdct with tourists who wished to 

take their pictures.^ Within days of their arrival in ^pril, a Patagonian named either 

Mulatto or Chief Gechico, depending upon which newspaper one reads, bad grown weary 

of serving as a photography subject and grabbed a camera from the hands of a reporter.^^ 

Another paper criticized the "rubbering" (the idea that everything at the &ir was open 

game for viewir^ at all times) tendencies of the tourists, many of whom angered some of 

the native people by watching them through the windows of their homes on the 

campgrounds.^ People continued to take pictures of the native people without their 

McGee to Frederick Skif^ July 31,1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
L.G. Moses, )^d West Shows and the Tmapes of American Indians. 1883-1933. 

Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1996, p. 160; 'Teatures of the World's 
Fair; Studying the Indians," St. Louis Republic, May 14,1904. 

Photography was a huge enterprise at the &ir for visitors and professionals alike. The 
&ir's press bureau accredited over 750 professional photographers, and no one can begin 
to estimate how many tourists took snapshots. Breitbart, A World on E)isplav. p. 11. 

"Patagonian Giants Object to Camera," St. Louis Republic, April 15, 1904; 
"Patagonian Giants Here; Ask Diet of Horse Meat," n.d., no publishing information. 
Newspaper clippmg in McGee's scrapbook, p. 55, McGee Papers, Box 32, Library of 
Congress. 
^ Article in McGee's scrapbook, ad., no publishiog information, p. 90, McGee Papers, 
Box 32, Library of Coi^ess. 
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permission, and July 7, the situation became so bad that the department of 

anthropology banned all photography on the campgrounds without a special permit.^^ 

Although the aversion of the native people to the uncontrolled photography forced 

the department to inqx)se restrictions, people continued to take pictures either with the 

permission of the department and the native peoples or without. McGee fielded several 

requests for permits to photograph the Indians. One typical applicant wrote of a "desire 

to take some Kodak pictures of the Indians and other species of the Genus Homo, and 

believe that a special permit is required to do this,— that is, if one desires to avoid a 

fight."^^ A fight nearly occurred the very next day, when a man took a picture of the 

Cocopas without paying them the fifty cents that they had arranged to charge for the 

pictures that they permitted. Annie F^im, the interpreter for the Cocopas, took the 

camera and handed it to a Cocopa named Tom, presumabfy Thomas Moore, a leader of 

the Cocopas. A member of the Jefferson Guard, a group of ofGcers hired to maintain 

security at the &ir, took the camera firom Tom and said that he would "arrest the whole of 

Indians if [they] didn't look out, and said that visitors could take pictures any time they 

wanted to."*' When informing the Commandant of the Jefferson Guards of the policy 

against photography without the permission of the department or the Indians themselves, 

McGee explained the reasoning behind the rule thus: "the order prohibiting the taking of 

photographs of primitive peoples without their consent has been found essential to proper 

disc^line among the native groups gathered firom all parts of the world by this Department 

St. Louis Republic  ̂July 7, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 32, Library of Congress. 
Jno. C. EngMd to McGee, July 20,1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of Congress. 
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on a portion of the grounds." He then requested the posting of a guard at the 

can:q)grounds to ''prevent... the needless irritation of primitive peoples visitors with 

cameras."** 

Although no evidence recovered from the &ir indicates how American Indians 

responded to their role as subjects, or in many cases entrepreneurs, for photographers, one 

Kodak-toting tourist recorded his e}q)erience of such an encounter in his journal Sam 

Hyde, a bookkeeper from Belleville, Illinois, wrote a memoir of his experiences, sketches, 

and photographs at the &ir.*' Hyde took many photographs at the &ir, and his ''prize 

picture" was of an American Indian, of unknown tribal afBliation, walking briskly through 

the streets of the friir. Hyde's narrative of the experience is con^lling: 

...on descending the steps from the government building I spied this old 
savs^e in all his glory of bead and feather, stridii^ along with the step of a 
king. There's game" said ITU shoot him if I lose my sca^ for it." I 
well knew the antipathy of the Indian to having his picture taken and that 
there was some danger attending the enterprise, but this was such a fine 
specimen I determined to take tiie chances...I followed him a few paces 
and running quickfy ahead, passed him and touched the button at the 
supreme moment. My next thought was to get away, for the old Mow 
had seen my camera and heard the shutter snap. It was not a wholesome 
place for me to remain. As he stopped in his tracks with a savage grunt I 
shot across the lawn. He stood there for a moment glarii^ at me and 
uttering grunts like a hog. As I headed for the Liberal Arts Building where 
I could lose myself in the crowd and render pursuit difScuh, I yeUed back 

Annie Flynn to Cushman, July 21,1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of Congress. 
McGee to H.P. Kingsbury, July 21,1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of Congress. 
"Sam P. Hyde World's Fair Memoir: 'Recollections of the Fair,'" In Martha R. 

Clevenger, ed., 'Indescribably Grand": Diaries and Letters from the 1904 World's Fair. 
Saint Louis: Missouri Historical Society Press, 1996, p. 128. 
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at him '*0 you will die sure." But he resumed his path and I escaped with 
90 

hqt prize. 

Obvious^ Hyde atten^ted to flatter himself in this narrative as a courteous hunter 

looking to c^ture dangerous prey, but maybe this attitude is the in^wrtant aspect of his 

story. He realized what he was doing was wrong, but his bellicose attitude toward his 

subject underlay his belief that his photograph, and his actions, were that much more 

in^rtant, if not con^letefy^ justified. Hyde wrote in his memoirs near the photograph, 

"touch[ing] the button in the nick of time when your subject is an imwilling one, is an 

achievement to be proud of"'' Hyde's story illustrates clearly an exanqile of the 

"contested terrain" of power relationships embedded in photography, where a subject is 

just that: one who Ms under the control of representation of another, in this case with no 

room for mediation or negotiation.'̂  

^ Ibid., p. 132. Martha Clevenger includes a footnote in her collection of these memoirs 
stating that Hyde's statement to the American Indian was in reference to "the popular 
notion that Indians believed that photography robbed them of their souls." Ibid. 
" Ibid. 

For an explicit understanding of these photographic terrains of power firamed in a 
World's Fair, see Julie JC. Brown, Cnntestinp Tmapes: Photography and the World's 
roliimhian Exposition. Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1994. For this citation, 
see Ibid., pp. xiii-xvL 
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Recreation, Publicity, Competition, and Economic Ventures for 

American Indians at the Fair 

The unheahhy conditions and mistreatment of the American Indians at the &ir did 

not stop many of them from enjoying themselves, exploring the &ir and the city, and 

making a profit at the same time. The American Indians lived at the anthropology 

exhibit were not confined to the forty acres of the cani^ground. Many had opportunities 

to travel around the grounds, and even throughout the city of St. Louis, in order to see the 

sights and exhibits as well as perform for the public in diGferent arenas. The students of 

the model Indian school took class tours to visit the dififerent sites and exhibits of the 

feir.'̂  Some of the Indians viewed movies, a very recent phenomenon in 1904; many, 

such as Geronimo and his fellow Chiricahua Apaches, toured the Philippine exhibit. Others 

spent afternoons at the Delmar horse racing track, and several participated in the &ir-wide 

exercises of 'Transportation Day," "Children's Day," and "Manufecturers' Day."'" At 

many of these events different groups and tribes would get together and perform dances or 

ceremonials.'̂  Some of the children played "universal games" with other children firom 

"Exhibit News Notes," Indian School Journal, June 13, 1904, Chilocco Papers, 
National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 

H.G. Shedd to McGowan, May 27, 1904; McGowan to Dr. Wilson, June 14, 1904, 
Chilocco Papers, National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch; Col. Dick Plunkett to 
'My dear boys,' Juty 31, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress; McGee to 
Frederick Sldfi^ August 21, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Lib^ of Congress; Monthly 
Report, August 1, 1904, McGee to Frederick Skif^ McGee Papers, Box 16, Library of 
Congress. 

"Primitive Peoples and Their Ceremonies," August 2, 1904; "Program for 
Anthropology Groups," n.d., McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
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around the world in the playground built for the model city exhibit.'̂  Some of the Indian 

students recorded their experiences of traveling on the &ir's scenic railway and in 

automobiles in the Indian School Journal.^ All of the Indians from the anthropology 

exhibit were given the opportunity for a complimentary ride on the Ferris Wheel, a Sioux 

named Blue Horse rode in a hot air balloon, and McGowan made arrangements for the 

Indian school students to visit the South African Boer War Exhibition, in which an 

elaborate mock battle of the colonial war took place twice daify.'̂  

McGee had specific intentions for the groups of native peoples to present arguably 

didactic ceremonials at the &ir. Realizing, for example, that certain ceremonies required 

specific numbers of participants, he requested that Cushman bring as many Cocopas as 

were needed to perform what he perceived as their more "exotic" ceremonies. McGee 

felt that "economy as well as ceremony [were] primary conditions," however, so he asked 

Cushman to remain as thrifty as possible, perhaps limiting the Cocopa entourage to a 

number that could handle only "one ceremony of special interest, Le., the woman's or 

puberty ceremony with the primary tatooing(sic) of the chin, etc."'' Interestingly, the 

puberty ceremony as McGee understood it had been altered by the Cocopas, but Cushman 

Ruth Ashley Hirshfield to McGee, June 10,1904; McGee to McGowan, June 11, 1904, 
McGee P^rs, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
""Exhibit News Notes," Indian School Journal, July 8, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National 
Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 
'̂ "Exhibit News Notes," Indian School Journal, Jufy 2, 1904; Indian School Journal, 
July 7, 1904; Capt. A.W. Lewis to McGowan, July 1, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National 
Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 
" McGee to Cushman, April 5,1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
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expressed hopes of presenting the ceremony "as it once existed," even though such a 

ceremony would not accurately reflect the way the Cocopas lived at that time: 

.. .the puberty ceremosy as it once existed, has been discontmued, and they 
content themselves now with sin:q)ty tattooing the chin, and having a 
festival of feasting and song. However after having a talk with Mrs. Ftynn 
[the interpreter] yesterday, she e3q>ressed the hope that she would be able 
to induce them to give the whole ceremony. 

Whether the numerous ceremonials held at the &ir by the IiKlians were indicative of their 

cultural practices or not, the control and presentation of these activities were in their 

hands; they ultimate)^ decided what th^ would show the public and what they would 

keep to themselves. 

American Indians at the &ir participated quite often in sporting events. Often the 

Daify OfScial Programs of the ^ noted running events, wrestling, tugs of war, and 

chicken pulls held on the grounds of the &ir.'*" On the opening day of the Model Indian 

School, June 1^, Indian people competed against one another in several events, including 

intertrit)al archery contests, teepee raising contests, a "shinny contest" between the 

Pawnee and Arapaho, and an all Indian women 100 yard dash.'°^ On this day, reported 

the St. Louis Republic, Yellow Hair, "chief of the Sioux," won two dollars for the first 

place in the archery contest, while the "chief of the Cocopas" took one dollar for second 

Cushman to McGee, April 18,1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of Congress. 
Daify OfBcial Program, Louisiana Purchase Exposition, May 19, 1904, Missouri 

Historical Society. After this date, listings of Indian sporting events become quite 
firequent in the event calendars. "Chicken Pulls" refer to con:^)etitions held in some of the 
Pueblos of the Southwestern United States and other areas in which a chicken was buried 
to its neck in the ground. Competitors rode by on horseback in an atten^t to be the first 
to pull the chicken out of the ground without Ming off of the horse. 
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place .Several  American Indians  wagered wi th  tour is ts  that  they could  hi t  coins  wi th  

their arrows fired fix>m various distances. If they hit the coins, they kept the money. 

A chan^ionsh^ female Indian basketball team fix>m Fort Shaw, Montana, traveled to the 

&ir in order to play ball and demonstrate their mastery on the court. 

While certainly many of the American Indian partic^ants of sporting events 

conqjeted out of pleasure, or for economic gain, McGee and other officials of the 

exposition attempted to fiame organized sporting contests of native peoples around ideas 

of measuring physical differences among what they considered to be the different races of 

humanity. McGee worked with J.E. Sullivan, Chief of the Department of Physical 

Cukure, in order to create an athletic event known as "Anthropology Days." Because the 

first Olympic games ever held in the Western Hemisphere took place on the grounds of the 

Louisiana Purchase Exposition in 1904, the two men grasped the opportunity and felt 

conqjelled to create a similar series of competitive events for the "non-Caucasion peoples" 

at the feir.'°^ According to handwritten notes on correspondence between McGee and 

Sullivan, the men originally conceived of inchiding Indians, midgets, and Filipinos in what 

Daify Official Program, Louisiana Purchase Exposition, May 31, 1904, Missouri 
Historical Society. 

"Indian Exhibit Formal^ Opens; Progress Which Red Man has Made Under 
Government Supervision Displayed in Many Ways," St. Louis Republic, June 2,1904. 

"Said of the Indian's Way," Indian School Journal, June 6, 1904, p. 4, Chilocco 
Papers, National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 

"Indian Basket-ball Team. Eleven Aboriginal Maidens, Champions of the West, 
Arrive," St. Louis Republic, June 15,1904. 

McGee to W.P. ^^Ison, June 28, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
Sullivan conferred with McGee as earfy as December of 1903 concerning the opportunity 
for collecting anthropometric records at the "Caucasian" Olyn^jics. J.E. Sullivan to 
McGee, December 19, 1903, McGee Papers, Box 14, Library of Congress. 
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th^ considered the first "inter-racial athletic records.''̂ "^ Sullivan and McGee sought to 

"get some data on these two days [July 8-9] that [would] enlighten the world.""" As part 

of the Fourth of July celebration at the anthropology exhibit, the native peoples played a 

series of'*con:q)etitive Indian games," most likety in order to enjoy themselves, entertain, 

and to practice for the '̂ Anthropology Days" following the celebration. The games 

included javelin games, bolas casting, archery, and several foot races. 

McGee considered the first attentat at '̂ Anthropology Days" unsuccessfiil, not 

because of a lack of "scientific" data gathered, but because public attendance was very 

low.'*° He therefore organized another meet complete with scorekeepers and, in an 

audacious fit of patriotic fervor, American flags for the winners of the events. The new 

games, renamed by McGee as the "Anthropology Meet," were held on the parade grounds 

and attracted over thirty thousand spectators. The St. Louis Globe-Democrat reported 

that the "meeting was a grand success fi'om every point of view, and served as a good 

exan^le of what the brown men are capable of doing with training.""' 

J.E. Sullivan to McGee, May 9, 1904; McGee to McGowan, May 13, 1904, McGee 
P^rs, Box 19, Library of Congress. 

McGee to J.E. Sullivan, May 16,1904, McGee Papers, Box 19, Library of Congress. 
McGee to Frederick Ski£^ June 17, 1904, Chilocco P^rs, National Archives, Fort 

Worth Regional Division. American Indians also con^ted athletically at the grand 
opening of the Anthropology exhibit. Mark Bennitt, History of the Louisiana Piircha.se 
Exposition. St. Louis: Universal Exposition Publishing Con^any, 1905, p. 142. 

McGee to J.E. Sullivan, August 18, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of 
Congress. 

Rydell, All the World's a Fair, p. 167. The Daily OflBcial Programs for August 11 and 
12 mention a 'Tield Day for Primitive Peoples," in which native people competed in the 
"100 yard dash, 220 loaded run (25% of weight of runner to be carried in bag), 440 yard 
run, 120 yard hurdle,...[the] 16 pound shot; 15 meter tree climb; 56 pound weight; 
running high jump; running broad jimq); throwing baseball for distance; Indian football; 
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The American Indians did not limit their exhibitions to the grounds of the &ir; they 

Qiade seve^ excursions into the city of St. Louis. In mid-August the Exposition 

executive committee had apparent^ gro^ weary of the publicity (and profits) that the 

Indians who toured the city had gained for local merchants and questioned whether these 

excursions, which did not directfy profit the e}q)osition, should continue. McGee wrote a 

letter to Frederick Skiff in support of allowing the fiimilies to travel outside the 

&irgrounds. He wrote that in order to '̂ maintain the health and spirits of the primitive 

groups" he felt that recreational activities were essential He foimd that releasing the 

Indians fi'om the "confinement within the grounds on Sundays" provided the most 

effective form of such recreation. He personally toured the grounds or the city with some 

of the groups, taking them to the Delmar Race Track, the Cimmiin's Indian Congress, and 

on river excursions. He wrote that they were "here not as prisoners but as participants in 

the Fair and either as citizens (or subjects) of foreign nations or wards of our own." 

McGee also stressed the publicity value of these excursions: "even when they travel on 

streetcars, they may be used for purposes of publicity for the benefit of the institution 

&vored by their presence; but I recognize that this publicity is not only inevitable but is 

one of the most effective means of promoting the interests of this E:qx)sition that has 

Pygmy shinny." Daily Official Programs, Louisiana Purchase Exposition, August 11-12, 
Missouri Historical Society. It is unclear if this event was the same as the "Anthropology 
Meet" that attracted so many spectators. For more information on "Anthropology Days," 
see Phillips Vemer Bradford, Ota Benea. pp. 113-126. For an interesting reexamination 
of the "Anthropology Days," as well as a concise history of tum-of-the-century 
anthropological racial ideology, see Cedric J. Robinson, "Ota Benga's Flight Through 
Geronimo's Eyes: Tales of Science and Mufticuhuralism," In David Theo Goldberg, ed., 
Multiculturalism! A Critical Reader. Oxford: Blackwell, 1995, pp. 388-405. 
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come to knowledge." In short, he smnmed up his argument: 'To confine the 

primitive peoples of this Department within the E^qmsition grounds would be cruel and 

inhuman; and to prevent them fix>m enjoying needed recreation where crowds assemble 

and reporters congregate would be to hide the light of this Exposition under a bushel""^ 

Skiff was not in^ressed with McGee's logic, however, and responded by objecting to 

allowing the Indians to participate at "places of amusement outside of the £}qx>sition 

grounds'' without permission from the executive of the Exposition. He also added that he 

feh the recreation, change, and amusement of the Indians themselves cotdd take place 

without their participation in any venue for publicity or the local merchants' profit."^ 

Because the native peoples at the anthropology exhibit were not issued 

photographic passes to enter and leave the grounds freely, problems arose constant^ with 

the gatekeepers who often refiised them readmission to the &irgrounds. One &ir visitor 

afEiliated with the Patagonian group took two of the Patagonians out in order to "see 

some of the enjoyments of the city." They traveled to downtown St. Louis, but after a 

while, heavy rains convinced them to return in order to look after their tents. Upon 

arrival, the three approached a gatekeeper who knew them, but reftised them entrance 

without passes. The chaperone called a policeman to "mediate in behalf of the 

Patagonians," but the policeman in turn hauled them down to the police station. The 

chaperone, who was from another country and outraged with the "individuals 

McGee to Frederick Skif^ August 21, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of 
Congress. 

Frederick Skiff to McGee, August 23, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 20, Library of 
Congress. 
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characterized with savage instinct and protected by uniforms representing authorities," 

planned on alerting the local media to the situation when McGee convinced him to keep 

the matter quiet."^ 

McGowan battled with Norton White, Chief of the Department of Admissions, for 

several weeks atten^ting to work out a system where the American Indians could travel 

easify between St. Louis and the &irgrounds. McGowan e}q)ressed imcharacteristic rage 

in one letter: 1 would have you to understand that we are not in here as prisoners but for 

a part—^and judging from the thousands that visit us daily—a very important part of this 

Exposition." McGowan had asked White two months prior to develop a system by which 

the Indians could move freely in and out of the feir, but White had done nothing. 

McGowan continued: "I am bothered every day by my primitive people who ask for a 

thousand things and it is an inqwsition for you to add this question of passes to my other 

troubles." McGowan argued that if White did not develop a system to allow the Indians 

to travel on ofiBcial department business or to "allow my old Indians to go to town 

occasionally on their own business," then he would take up the matter with President 

Francis."^ White never made a plan, and McGowan began to go through other channels 

such as the ofQce of the Director of Exhibits in order to obtain passes for the Indians. 

Vincinte Cane (??-signature illegible) to McGee, Augxast 20, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 
19, Library of Congress. 

McGowan to E. Norton White, June 25, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National Archives, 
Fort Worth Regional Divisioa 
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Geronimo: Cultural Icon and Entrepreneur 

The Louisiana Purchase E^qmsition was one of the few venues of its kind ever to 

pay a person who was considered a prisoner of war by the War Department to come and 

sell autographs and crafts for personal profit. This entrepreneur was none other than 

Geronimo, the i^ache who led several raids against non-Indians in the Southwest before 

being captured m 1887. The Commissioner of Comanche County, the county in 

Oklahoma in which Geronimo lived, contacted the Commissioner of the Louisiana 

Purchase E}qx)sition in ^ril of 1903 with a suggestion to add Geronimo, Quanah Parker, 

and Jack Peacus to the roster of American Indians working at the feir."® These 

suggestions were passed on to McGee and McGowan, who immediately set out to secure 

the presence of Geronimo at the &ir. McGowan succeeded in this endeavor, obtaining 

the release of Geronimo and nine other Chiricahua Apaches from the War Department for 

the exposition. 

Geronimo, whose wife had recent^ died, was willing to come to the &ir, but only 

on his own terms: he maintained control of the negotiations of his stay, and manipulated 

Quanah Parker was a Comanche leader, and Jack Peacus was a scout in the Civil War 
under General Price. The Commissioner realized that, in order to bring Geronimo to the 
&ir, they would have to secure permission from the Commissioner of Indian Af&irs 
because Geronimo was then a prisoner of war on government parole. In order to 
convince the feir organizers of ibs worth of the "celebrities," the authors of the letter 
wrote that Geronimo "has between eighty-five and one hundred white scalps to the credit 
of his savagery; also a vest made of the hair of the whites \^om he has killed. As to 
Quanah Parker, he is unquestionabty the finest specimen of the red men in the great South 
west[sic]. He is the most civilized, enlightened and polished of his Race... Peacus is one 
of the most perfect of his tribe, and embodies all that we saw pictured in the history read 
in our school days. N.F. Shabert and W.R. Haynes to the Commissioner of the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition, April 25, 1903, McGee Papers, Box 14, Library of Congress. 
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the system to benefit himself as an entrepreneur. He was very familiar with >A^t his name 

was worth to American tourists; he had already established a lucrative market in 

Oklahoma to sell his "bows and other trinkets of his handiwork that men from all over 

parts of the country are anxious to purchase."*'̂  In May, several newspapers reported 

that Geronimo refused to travel to the Fair unless he received $100 instead of $65 per 

month."' Geronimo was offered a monthly salary of $100 by a private concessionaire to 

work at the &ir, pron:q>ting his request of the government for a like suni.'̂ ° According to 

one article, McGee refitted the rumor that money was the reason for Geronimo's threats; 

instead, said McGee, Geronimo said he would come provided that he travel to the ^ in a 

car of his own and not with a "common herd" of other Indians. Unlike the rest of the 

non-student American Indians at the exhibit who had to prepare their own meals from 

their issued rations, Geronimo further demonstrated bis celebratory status by having bis 

meals prepared for him in the student dining room of the Indian school'̂ ' 

Geronimo, deemed an "artist and a financier" by a local newspaper, developed 

several ways to make a profit in St. Louis.'̂  William Rau of the Photographic 

L.G. Moses, T\^d West Shows, p. 158. 
"Geronimo is Feeble and Quite Religious," St. Louis Globe-Democrat, January 22, 

1904. 
Numerous newspaper articles with no dates or information, McGee scrapbook, McGee 

Papers, Box 32, Librauy of Congress. St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 13, 1904. 
According to one scholar, but left without an explanation, Geronimo in the end decided 

to work in the anthropology exhibit without salary, building his earnings strictly upon 
what he sold at the feir. Robert A. Trennert, "A Resurrection of Native Arts and Crafts," 
pp. 287-288. 

"Geronimo's Life Here," Indian School Journal, July 2, 1904, Chilocco Papers, 
National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 

"Geronimo Onfy a Pill Mixer," St. Louis Post-Dispatch, June 8,1904. 
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Department proposed a deal with Gerooimo in which he would sell cabinet pictures to 

Geronimo (A^ch were presumably of Geronimo) at fifteen dollars per hundred. Rau 

believed that Geronimo could then turn around and sell the pictures for twenty five cents 

each, ''providing this arrangement does not oblige him to pay a percentage to the World's 

Fair ."  Geronimo apparent^  upped the  ante ,  se l l ing these  autographed photos  for  f i f ty  

cents and his autograph alone for ten cents.Rau also offered Geronimo 14"xlT' 

pictures for $ 1.25, which he could sell to tourists for $2.00 apiece. Geronimo also sold 

arrows and other crafts to tourists as they visited his booth in the anthropology exhibit. 

Geronimo's business acumen spread beyond the city of St. Louis, but his status as 

a prisoner of war limited his abilities to e}q)and his entrepreneurial horizons. In Jufy, the 

delegate in Congress from New Mexico asked him to travel West and take part in the New 

Mexico Territorial Fair in Albuquerque for five days in October. McGowan, >^o had 

spoken about the matter with Geronimo, expressed approval of the idea and passed the 

word on to the Commissioner of Indian Afl&irs.'" The commissioner responded that 

neither himself nor McGowan had jurisdiction over Geronimo or any other Apache 

prisoners of war, as they all fell under the jurisdiction of the War Department.'̂ ® The 

matter was passed on to Secretary of War, who responded thus: 

See footnote 34, L.G. Moses, Wild West Shows, p. 314. 
William H. Rau to McGowan, Jufy 11, 1904, Chilocco Papers, National Archives, Fort 

Worth Regional Branch. 
McGowan to the Commissioner of Indian Affeirs, July 25, 1904, Chilocco Papers, 

National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 
'̂ ®A.G. Tanner, Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs to McGowan, August 3, 1904, 
Chilocco Papers, National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 
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...aumerous requests finta private parties for authority to exhibit 
"Geronimo" have uniform^ been denied, the ofGcer in charge of the 
Apache prisoners of war having reported that "show life" is general^ 
demoralizing to the Indians and should not be encouraged. In view of this 
&ct, the Department is constrained to deny the request... 

Whether Gerooimo felt demoralized or not, he maintained enov^ control over his life, 

although he was still a prisoner of war, to negotiate on his own terms for a profitable trip 

to St. Louis. 

W.A. Jones, Commissioner of Indian Af&irs to McGowan, August 19, 1904, Chilocco 
Papers, National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. Many Anglo-American 
individuals and organizations of "Indian reformers" were horrified by the "show life" of 
American Indians, particularly those involved in ^d West Shows. For examples of 
distressed reformers, see Thomas J. Morgan, "Wild West Shows and Similar Exhibitions, 
Report of September 5, 1890, House Executive Document No. 1, part 5, voL H, 51 
Congress, 2 session, serial 2841, pp. Ivu-lix, and Indian Rights Association, 
"Condemnation of ^d West Shows," 17"* Annual Report of the Executive Committee of 
the Indian Rights Association (1899), pp. 25-27, and 18''' Annual Report of the Executive 
Committee of the Indian Rights Association (1900), pp. 18-20, In Francis Paul Prucha, 
ed., AmftricaniTinp the American Indians: Writings hv the 'Triends of the InHian." 1880-
1900. Lincohi: University of Nebraska Press, 1978, pp. 309-316. 
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Federal Indian Policy and the Model Indian School at the 

Louisiana Purchase Exposition 

McGowan's primary task at the £ur was to utilize the government endowment of 

$65,000 to the anthropology exhibit in such a manner as to illustrate the benefits of 

Federal Indian policy for the American Indians on reservations, thus justifying to the 

American public the activities, annual budgetary e}q)enditures, and the bureaucracy of the 

Bureau of Indian Af&irs.'̂ ^ By 1904, American Indians found themselves in the middle 

of the Allotment Era, when reservation lands were being divided and allotted to individiial 

Indian &milies by the government with the intentions of "civilizing" the Indians through 

establishing for them private property held in trust for farming and grazing, while also 

opening up ^«^t were considered "surplus" lands on the reservations for non-Indian 

settlement/ '̂ This movement to "elevate" the Indians to American citizenry with 

American ideals could be simimarized, in part, by an excerpt of a speech by Merrill E. 

Gates, a noted leader in the Indian reform movement, at the Lake Mohonk conference of 

1896: 

We have, to begin with, the absolute need of awakening in the savage 
Indian broader desires and ampler wants. To bring him out of savagery 
into citizenship we must make the Indian more intelligently selfish before 
we can make him unselfish  ̂intelligent. We need to awaken in him wants. 
In his dull savagery he must be touched by the wings of the divine angel of 

The original Congressional Act fimding the exhibit for $40,000 was approved on June 
28, 1902, by the fifty-seventh Congress (32 Stats. 445). The fifty-eighA Congress later 
added another appropriation of $25,000. 

The Allotment policy caused Indian landholdings to drop &om 138 million acres in 
1887 to 48 million in 1934. For a thorough treatment of this era, see Frederick E. Hoxie^ 
A Final Promise: The Campai^ to AfKimilatft the Indians. 1880-1920. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1992. 



59 

discontent. Then he begins to look forward, to reach out. The desire for 
property of his own may become an intense educating force...Discontent 
with the teepee and the starving rations of the Indian can^ in winter is 
needed to get the Indian out of the blanket and into trousers, —and trousers 
with a pocket in them and with a pocket that aches to be filled with 
dollars! 

At the turn of this century, education for Indians meant private property, manual labor, 

and Christian beliefi; this combination synthesized the goals of the Indian policy that the 

government wished to illuminate through the anthropology department at the 1904 

world's &ir. 

Education was seen by the U.S. government and many civic and Christian 

organizations at the time as the key to the ''civilization" of the American Indians. In a 

rigorous system of boarding school education, these reformers believed that by inculcating 

the ideals of the Protestant work ethic via a combination of gender-specific manual, 

agricultural, and domestic labor training through the lenses of Christian ideology, the 

ideals of civilization would be met and the "White Man's Burden" would be lifted.'̂ ' 

Proceedings of the Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the Lake Mohonk Conference of 
Friends of the Indian, (1896), In Francis Paul Prucha, ed., AmericaniTinpr the American, p. 
334, original eni^hasis. Senator Henry L. Dawes, for whom the Dawes Allotment Act of 
1887 was named, felt a similar conviction towards inculcating in the Indians values of 
material greed: "The last and best agency of civilization is to teach a grown up Indian to 
Ixep. When he begins to imderstand that he has something that is his exclusively to 
enjoy, he will begin to understand that it is necessary for him to preserve and keep it, ... 
and so, step by step, the individual is separated from the mass, set upon the soil, made a 
citizen, and instead of a charge, he is a positive good, and a contribution to the wealth and 
strength and power of the nation." Board of Indian Commissioners, IS**" annual report, 
1887, pp. 69-70. 

An oft-quoted sunomation of this belief was set out by the House of Representatives 
Committee on Indian Af&irs report of 1818: "Put into the hands of their children the 
primer and the hoe, and they will naturally, in time, take hold of the plow; and as their 
minds become enlightened and expand, the Bible will be their book, and they will grow up 
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McGowan, had worked administrative^ in Indian schools since 1889, made no 

exception to promoting this federal Indian boarding school ideology at the 1904 world's 

feir."^ 

McGowan created an operational three story Indian school on the top of the hill of 

the anthropology grounds. He contracted the work for the construction of the main body 

of the school for $17,000, but he left the interior carpentry, plumbing, and wiring work to 

the skills of Indian student labor.A local newspaper lauded the work: "The 

building.. .will be a monument to the mdustry of the present generation of the copper race. 

Indians make good carpenters, stonemasons, plasterers and painters, and they work 

&st...The construction was not hampered by strikes or threats of strikes. The Indian 

boys enjoyed their labor and worked like Trojans."'̂ ^ Whether the enthusiasm embedded 

in habits of morality and industry, leave the chase to those of minds less cultured, and 
become useful members of society." For this citation (p. 78) and an exceUent monograph 
detailing the history of Federal Indian boarding school education, as well as personal 
accounts from students at the Chilocco Indian School (the school where McGowan was in 
charge during his tenure at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition), see BC. Tsianina 
Lomawaima, Thev Called it Prairie Light: The Storv of Chilocco Indian Snhnnl, Lincoln: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1995. 

L.G. Moses extensively addressed the establishment and routine of the Indian school at 
the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in chapter eight, L.G. Moses, ^\^d West Shows. See 
also Robert A. Trennert, Jr., "Selling Indian Education at World's Fairs and Expositions, 
1893-1904," ̂ OTer/can Indian Quarterly, voL XI, no. 3 (Summer 1987), pp. 203-220. 

McGowan to the Commissioner of Indian Afl&irs, July 5, 1904, Chilocco Papers, 
National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 

The mention of strikes, or in this case a lack thereof is probably due to the feet that 
this time period was set in the middle of ui^recedented and often revolutionary class 
conflict in the United States. "Real Indians Erect Their Own Building at the Fair," St. 
Louis Republic, April 14, 1904. 
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in this report was shared by the Indian laborers or not, the school was ready for the grand 

opening of the Government's Indian Exhibit on June 1, 1904.'̂ ' 

McGowan established a schedule for his students very similar to the regimented 

schedule of CMocco and other Indian schools of the period. The daily program was kept 

as follows: 

McGowan to the Commissioner of Indian Af&irs, June 2, 1904, Chilocco Papers, 
National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 
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Table 2 Model Indian School Daity Schedule, Loiiisiaoa Purchase Exposition 

Morning 
(AJ^) 

Reveille 6:00 
Flag Sahite 6:45 
Break&st 7:00 
Children's Irrigated Gardens 7:30- 8:30 
Band Concert 9:30- 11:30 
Industrial Work 9:30- 11:30 
BCindergarten 9:30- 10:30 
Literary Class Work 10:30- 11:30 

Afternoon 
(P.M.) 

Dinner 12:00 
Band Concert 1:30- 3:30 
Industrial Work 2:00- 4:00 
Kindergarten 2:00- 4:00 
Literary Class Work 3:00- 4:00 
Literary & Musical Programme 4:00- 5:00 
Flag Salute & Dress Parade 5:30 
Supper 6:00 
Taps 10:00 

[Source: McGowan to the Commissioner of Indian Af&irs, Jufy 5, 1904, Chilocco 
Papers, National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch] 
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The Indian students, who numbered about 150 from the Chilocco, HaskeH, Ft. Shaw, 

Sacaton, and Genoa Indian Schools, maintained this schedule dai^ for the satis&ction of 

the tourists ^o wandered through the halls and grounds of the school 

The school exhibited, according to McGowan, "a contrasting exposition of the old 

Indian and the young, the old life and the modem, the stages of evolution from the old life 

to the new, as developed by and through the Government's administrative, constructive 

and educational policies and processes." A wide hallway divided the building's first floor 

into two long sections, each creating a contrast, in McGowan's eyes, to the other. Each 

morning the Indian artisans, the "old Indians," gathered on one side of the hallway in 

sixteen booths, where they displayed their skills and wares for the American consimiers. 

Starting from the South end, the booths were filled by Pueblo women making "wafer 

bread" from ground com, Geronimo working on his bows and arrows for sale. Pueblo 

pottery makers. Pueblo weavers, Pomo basket makers, Pima basket weavers, Nfericopa 

pottery makers, Navajo blanket weavers and silversmiths, Chippewa mat, bead, and basket 

workers. Pawnee and Wichita buckskin and bead workers, and Cheyenne buckskin and 

bead workers.'̂ ' McGowan classified the artists as "basket weavers" or "bead workers," 

clearfy emphasizing the material goods they offered the consumers rather than their 

personal identities (with the exception, of course, of Geronimo, a cultural icon and 

marketable product in his own right). Of course, McGowan could have seen their 

products as the most important determinants of their identities, an idea that fit weU with 
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McGee's materialist notions of ''culture-grades." No matter McGowan's belief, these 

talented people spent most of their days inside the school producing souvenirs and 

charging tourists for their wares. 

Across the baUway, the Indian students from the various boarding schools 

participated in activities of their own. This half of the school housed \is^t McGowan 

considered a "modem domestic science department, including laimdry, kitchen and dining 

room, conducted entirely by Indian girl students," filled with fiimiture made entirely by 

Indian boys. McGowan went into great detail describing in his report to the 

Commissioner of Indian Af^urs the various pieces of furniture created by the male 

students.'̂ ' According to one of the Daify OfScial Programs of the feir, the female 

students demonstrated the "care and preparation of vegetables for the table, plain and 

&ncy cooking, including the baking of bread, meats, cakes, pastry, preserving and 

canning...fiuits and preparing cereals," as well as the "best methods for washing all kinds 

of clothes with the preparation, starching, and ironing...practically demonstrated."'̂ ® 

Also on this side of the hallway, Indian students ran a printing department that produced 

the daily Indian School Journal, a wagon-making department, a carpenter and manual 

training department, and a blacksmith shop, all fully operational'̂ ^ In addition to the 

manual labor exhibited by the students, different classes gave daity demonstrations of 

McGowan to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Jufy 5, 1904, Chilocco Papers, 
National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 

Ibid. 
'̂ '"Indian School Items," Daily OfiScial Program, Louisiana Purchase Exposition, June 16, 
1904, Missouri Historical Society. 
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recitations and musical performances, and several students particq)ated in the Indian 

School Band that toured both the city and the &ir. 

The American Indian e7q)erience at the &ir was varied and complex. After 

negotiating with the organizers and ethnologists of the anthropology exhibit for travel 

arrangements and accommodations, the native people often arrived at the &ir to find their 

living arrangements and rations unacceptable. Although the ethnologists attempted to 

ameliorate the neglected &irground conditions, the tntntmal improvements and constant 

morbidity caused many of the people to return home sooner than they or the feir 

organizers had originally anticipated. Disputes both amongst the native peoples and with 

the &ir security and organizers such as McGowan contributed to the sometimes 

unharmonious relations of the anthropology exhibit community. 

Although the conditions and relationships established in the exhibit were often 

unhealthy, many American Indians made the best of their learning, traveling, and economic 

experiences at the feir. Several people took trips into the city and around the feir, and 

others con^ted against each other in games of skilL The school children, while induced 

to demonstrate what were considered the civilizing activities of manual and domestic 

labor, also found themselves in quite possibly an exciting place filled with new children to 

meet, celebrities such as Geronimo to greet, and new stories to bring back when they 

visited their parents and firiends at home. The feir proved quite a lucrative economic 

venture for many of the native people who arrived with the explicit understanding that 

McGowan to the Commissioner of Indian Afl&irs, July 5, 1904, Chilocco Papers, 
National Archives, Fort Worth Regional Branch. 
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they would retain any and all profits they made from their crafts and skilL This 

conq)licated picture of life for the American Indians at the &ir illustrates that the people, 

each under different chrcumstances, from different tribal affiliations and histories, each 

took home with them their own meaning and value of the 

This American Indian experience at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, a multiplex 

juxtaposition of distress, disease, adventure, and economic success contrasted greatly to 

the experience that the American media presented to the rest of the world. How did the 

exhibit affect visitors to the &ir and the press who reported on the exhibits and events of 

the feir to the rest of the country? Robert Rydell considered the feir an 

"anthropologically validated racial landsc^."'̂ '' In other words, he understands the 

anthropology exhibit to have played a decisive role in confirming notions of inequality in 

America and the rest of the world based on concepts of race. Could the visitors or the 

press escape the racialized discoiirse of the &ir that was deeply groimded in the 

foundations of American society?^ '̂ 

Rydell, All the World's a Fair, p. 157. 
David Theo Goldberg imderstands American society, a promulgator of colonialism, as 

a society built upon foimdations of racism brought on this continent by the first Europeans 
to arrive in the fifteenth century. Goldberg argues that the legal, cultural, political, and 
economic &cets of this country emerge firom a "field of racialized discourse." This 
discourse mforms the epistemological foundations of the dominant society. The field of 
racialized discourse "is a designation wide enough to include the racialized expressions 
that arise in analyzing and explaining the historical formations and logics of racial thinking 
and reference, as well as of racisms. The field of racialized discourse accordingly consists 
of all the expressions that make up the discourse, that are and can be expressions of this 
discursive formation. It is the (open-ended) theoretical space in which the discourse 
emerges and transforms in and through its expression(s)." David Theo Goldberg, Racist 
Culture: Philosophy and the Politics of Meaning, Oxford, UK: Blackwell, 1993, pp. 41-
42. 
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These questions are hard to answer because of a lack of trustworthy first hand 

accounts from visitors concerning the anthropology exhibit. This vacancy in the written 

record possibly suggests that the exhibit did not present for the visitors a challenge to their 

beliefi. The next section will describe the media's response to the anthropology exhibit at 

the &ir.'̂ ^ Having littie to do with the actual lives of American Indians at the &ir, the 

section will instead explore the Euro-American popular construction of the American 

Indian experience. 

Nfany issues of the daily Indian School Journal contained quotations from visitors 
concerning their response to the exhibits, but because McGowan was ultimately in charge 
of the publication we cannot guarantee that the published responses (which were 
overwhelmingly in fevor of the exhibit) were indicative of the actual responses. 
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THE MEDIA'S CONSTRUCTION AND DISSEMINATION OF THE 

AMERICAN INDIAN EXPERIENCE AT THE FAIR 

The local and national media coverage of the &ir can enlighten us to a certain 

extent as to the dissemination of and public reaction to these ideologies and displays of 

native people. McGee sent a clouded message to the public regarding culture-grades, 

race-types, and other jargon-filled classificatory systems designed to distinguish Euro-

Americans fi-om the "Other." At the same time, McGowan did not necessarily succeed in 

convincing the public what was more important: either celebrating American Indian 

cultures through material crafts and cultural icons, or destroying such differences through 

the assimilation programs of the federal government. The media was left with an 

inarticulate conjunction of cultural ideology based upon hierarchical stages of civilization 

and the belief that, by inq)lementing federal Indian policy to alleviate the "White Man's 

Burden,'' all people could become elevated to the ideals of Western Civilization. 

The media seemed to pick and choose what they believed would interest their 

readers regarding the native peoples, and few articles, with the exception of satirical 

commentaries, even came close to criticizing the exhibit or to expressing the ideas of 

cultural relativism as espoused by Franz Boas and others. Martha Clevenger addressed 

We are discerning how the racialized discourse of anthropology was borne upon the 
tum-of-the-century American public, so we must keep in mind the obvious feet that most 
of these publications were almost, if not completely, controlled by wealthy Euro-American 
males with a perspective and an agenda much different from many of their readers. This 
recognition, however, does not necessarily lessen the impact that the press can wield on 
readers; it does reafBrm the establishment of authority and the relative^ unchallenged 
"closed-circuit" relationship that the professions of tum-of-the-century America had with 
each other. 
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the obvious media bias of the &ir in her collection of fiiir-visitors' journals. She notes 

that the media accounts were *^00 often influenced by hidden agendas and motives. 

Local reporting, for exan^le, was inevitably shaped in part by the stake that the local 

press had in the St. Louis community, causing reporting and promotion to often become 

one and the same." She also noticed the tendency, witnessed today as much as ever, for 

the media to grab hold of more "sensational" stories that led to many voyeuristic 

extrapolations of the live exhibits. Furthermore, the &ir's Bureau of Press and Publicity 

certainly performed a vital role in providing items for the press that would lead to 

increased admissions and profits.'̂  The coverage and anafysis of a spectrum of 

newspapers from across the country reveals little aberration from the policy of the local 

press to abstain from questioning the ideologies or the legitimacy of the anthropology 

department. Clevenger's collection of journals make almost no niention of the ideologies 

manifest in the exhibit. This absence leads one to wonder whether the exhibit made little 

inq)ression upon the visitors, whether they did not know how to or want to reflect on the 

exhibit's messages, or whether the exhibit did not inform them of anything that they didn't 

already believe. Whatever the case, the local and national media certainly played an 

instructive and powerfiil role in controlling the widespread dissemination of the 

constructed American Indian experience at the &ir. 

The media focused on several different aspects of the American Indian experience 

at the &ir. One Massachusetts paper referred to the American Indians at the &ir as 

"human documents," of whom some, like Sioux chief Red Cloud, were apparently more 

Martha R. Clevenger, 'Indescribably Grand." p. 18. 
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interesting than others.Others specifica% focused on dress, appearance, gender roles, 

material wares, or other aspects of American Indian life that seemed inqwrtant to the 

reporters. Many reporters noted the apparent scientific vahie of the anthropology exhibit. 

As one newspaper commented, the exhibit was designed to provoke an excitement among 

not only the general public but among professionals as well: 'To the ethnologist who 

looks below the picturesque sur&ce, which has a perennial charm for all, the exhibit will 

have a great interest. The historian and the student of worlds' history can see in the 

aboriginal Indians the remnants of the people who lived on earth when the world was yet 

in its youth."'"*® 

Before the gates of the feir opened in May, several journalists interviewed feir 

organizers and department heads in order to preview the coming attractions for the public. 

The St. Louis Republic, in September of 1903, printed a statement by WJ McGee 

concerning the upcoming anthropology exhibit: 

It is e}q)ected that the ethnologic exhibits will include several of the most 
striking tribes known to science. Arrangements have been practically 
con^leted for displaying &mi]y groups of pygmies and giants, shov^ing the 
largest and smallest members of the human &mily. In order to illiistrate 
the development in the arts it is designed also to exhibit &mily groups 
living in the Stone Age, others just at the beginning of metal workii^, 
others engaged in primitive pottery making and basket-weaving, and so on 
through. 

Many papers reported information released to them by the anthropology department, such 

as this Connecticut newspaper reporting in December of 1903 that the... 

Times, Brockton, Mass., May 5, 1904. 
Pennsylvania Ledger, Jan. 23, 1904. 
St. Louis Republic, Sept. 6, 1903. 
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...blanket Indians...will maintain separate villages and they will live exactfy 
as they would were th^ at home on their reservation instead of being the 
center of the greatest exposition ever held. The exhibit of educated 
Indians will not be so picturesque, but it will be none the less interesting. 
On the forty acre reservation the United States government will erect many 
modem buildings to show the progress that the Indian student has made..*'*^ 

These messages were designed in a way to convince the public of the "authenticity" of the 

American Indians on display. 

McGee made several appearances in the papers prior to the &ir's opening in an 

attempt to lure the potential visitors of the &ir into his domain. He published a brief 

summation of the anthropology exhibit for the publication World's Work in August of 

1904. Entitled, "Strange Races of Men," McGee provided readers in one simple 

statement his intentions in creating the exhibit; "the plans of the Department of 

Anthropology were laid with reference to the races of the world [of which he named five], 

the types of human culture [which he emmierated as four or five culture-grades], and the 

desire of all men—^whether trained in science or not—to see the previously unseen, to 

know that which was before unknown."''" Reporting what he considered the findings of 

his profession, McGee described the work of Indian boarding schools: "[a]nthropologists 

have discovered that, in himian childhood, whether of race or individual, the band leads 

the mind, so that the seat of intelligence is best reached through mannal training."'̂ " He 

concluded his article by articulating the benefits of carrying the "white man's burden:" 

[A]t five o'clock, a wrinkled squaw, passing down the main aisle of the 
school, peers into the assembfy-room and sees her girl reciting to an 

M'Carty, Bridgeport, Conn. Herald, Dec. 6, 1903. 
WJ McGee, "Strange Races of Men," World's Work, August, 1904, voL 8, p. 5186. 
WJ McGee, "Strange Races of Men," World's Work, August, 1904, voL 8, p. 5188. 
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interested audience or joining her conq)anions in rhythmical calisthenics; 
.. .an aged, blanketed, and feathered brave blinks across the Parade Ground 
in the evening and sees his son, with head uncovered, standing at attention 
to sahjte the American Flag while the Indian band plays The Star Spangled 
Banner." The signMcance of this exhibit in the Antlirapological Section is 
its showing that a race which cannot of itself make the necessary strides to 
civilization may be he^)ed; and, moreover, that part of the culture 
development of a civilized people is the growth of an altruism and a sense 
of justice that prescribe the giving of such help.'̂ ' 

In other words, McGee saw the taking on of the white race's "burden" as a means for 

Anglo-Americans to ascend the ladder of civilization just as much as their "wards." 

One pervasive theme found in the newspaper articles was the view that the 

American Indian was a "dying race." "The North American Indian," reported the 

Connecticut Herald, "will make his last stand at the World's Fair. The once powerfiil 

Indian chiefe, and the remnants of their once feared bands of warriors will assemble in 

numbers for the last time.. .It will be a peacefiil and dignified stand—the final gathering of 

chieftains and tribes of a dying race."'̂ ^ Reporting on the arrival of the Cocopa Indians 

with E.G. Gushman, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch stated that "[t]hese Indians are among 

the greatest puzzles that scientists have met with. The men are renoarkably large for that 

latitude, few of them being under six feet. The women are about five feet six 

inches...The race is rapidly dying out."'̂ ^ In this instance the word "race" seemed to 

refer to the Cocopa people alone. In a chaotic kaleidoscope of ooixed meanings and 

messages, the papers took the idea of the "vanishing race" to refer either to the genetic 

Ibid. 
W.C. M'Carty, Bridgeport, Gonnecticut Herald, Dec. 6,1903. 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, April 24, 1904, p. IB. 
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collective of all American Indian peoples, to specific tribes, or, reminiscent of the 

intentions of the organizers of the exhibit, to a way of life. 

Some newspapers did not foresee the death of all American Indian people, but 

rather an extermination of all the characteristics that defined them as Indian, or at least 

uncivilized, 1  ̂White America. The Pennsylvania Ledger reported in January of 1904 

that the exhibit would entail... 

...perhaps...the last con^lete and representative gathering of American 
aboriginal man... The Indian is being civilized, or, at any rate, weaned fi-om 
the wigwam, the 'blanket,' the war paint, the headgear, the moccasin and 
the bow and arrow of bis ancestors. He wears store shoes and clothes, 
lives in a house, tills the fields, engages in manu&ctures with the aid of the 
steam engine and lives on 'canned goods.' 

The New York Times agreed with this perception: 

The aboriginal Indian is going, as the buf^o of the plains has gone, as 
many of the wild creatures once so numerous here have gone and as the 
grizzfy bear is going. But there is one difference. The wild animals are 
being exterminated. The Indian is being coddled and civilized. It cannot 
be proved that the race is dying out, as it holds its own &irly well, and as 
so many of the red men live comfortably at the American people's expense 
they bid &ir to remain in considerable numbers for some time to come.'̂  ̂

Newspapers often sought a certain romantic portrayal of American Indians at the 

anthropology exhibit. The imagery often involved what one might call a pre-Columbian 

authenticity, or perhaps more directly, a search for American Indians who had not become 

"infected," at least in their appearance or wares, with the material or ideological trappings 

Pennsylvania Ledger, January 23, 1904. 
New York Times, January 21,1904. 
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of European or Euro-American society.̂ '® The presence of these pure "traditional" 

Indians added an air of legitimacy to both the native people and the anthropologists on 

display. One reporter highlighted the activities of the 'typical blanket Indians maldng 

their baskets, leather articles, strings of beads, and other articles just as they did before the 

advent of the white man and his schools."'̂  ̂ In reportmg on the coming of the Muskwaki 

people of central Iowa, the Chicago Inter-Ocean made sure to state that "they employ the 

most primitive agricultural methods. They have even refused to accept the com and 

vegetable seed of the white man, and still cultivate the old wild maize.. .There wiU be pre-

Colimibian com and pre-Columbian beans in their gardens at the e}q)osition.'''̂  ̂ In 

another article related to subsistence, this same idea continued: 

An evidence of [the Hopi's] love of the traditions of their forefethers is 
shown in the &ct that the com they raise has never been crossed with other 
varieties, but it is the same now as it was many hundreds of years ago, 
before the wonderful cereal was discovered by the white man and made 
one of the most inqx)rtant commercial products. The com of the Hopi 
Indians may not be of so fine a quality as that raised by the &rmers on the 
Illinois prairies, but in it the visitor will see the pure Indian Maize that filled 
Columbus with delight when he first made its acquamtance.'̂ ' 

For an exan^le of this imagery, in a report apparently written by McGee, he noted that 
the Cocopas, when dressed in what he considered native garb, looked "peculiarly 
picturesque; though of late their general adoption of white men's clothing ruins the 
picture, giving them an air of poverty and squalor." "Anthropology at the St. Louis 
Exposition," McGee Papers, Box 28, Library of Congress. 

W.C. M'Carty, Bridgeport, Conn. Herald, Dec. 6,1903. 
Chicago Inter-Ocean, Nov. 8, 1903. 
W.C. M'Carty, Bridgeport, Conn. Herald, Dec. 6, 1903. 
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Interestingly, there were no known Hopi representatives either at the &ir or at Columbus's 

landing in the Caribbean in 1492.'®' Food was an indicator of civilization, with the com 

of the **&nners on the Illinois prairies" representing the highest level, while the '̂ pristine, 

pure, pre-Cohimbian" food and agricultural methods of the Muskwaki and Hopi people 

(that is, those mIio were not enrolled in agricultural boarding schools) were indicative of 

authentic savagery. 

This yearning for the "authentic" American Indian, described by the New York 

Times in 1904 as a "positive yet indefinable influence which irresistibly draws a crowd to 

such displays," continued in the examination by the newspapers of the living areas of the 

American Indians at the &ir.'̂ ' Many articles sin:q)]y contrasted the architecture of the 

various dwellings exhibited in the anthropology section, pointing out the strictly 

"traditional" features of the teepees and hogans, while others added more blatantly racist 

imagery. For exanc l̂e, in describing the lodges of the Pawnees, the St. Louis Post-

Dispatch reported, "Like prairie dogs, they will live underground. Like moles, they wiU 

burrow into the earth. Like rabbits, th  ̂will take refuge from the storm in their warren; 

and like cave dwellers, they group around in the half-light; crawl on all fours through 

narrow passages, and live very close to that warm-hearted old soul—dear Mother Earth." 

These disturbing con^arisons, however, were apparently not a creation of a newspaper 

reporter. In describing the construction of the lodges, George A Dorsey, curator of the 

A Pike concessionaire proclaimed to exhibit "genuine Moki [Hopi] snake dancers," 
but these iadividuals were in all likelihood from the San Juan and Santa Clara Pueblos. 
McGee to J. Bernard Walker, December 16, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 18, Library of 
Congress. 
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Field Museum at Chicago, was quoted in the article as saying that "[t]he Wichitas and the 

Pawnees were living on the great plains in their dirt lodges... like the prairie dogs, the 

ground hogs, the gophers and badgers."'" 

The press seemed to yearn for a resurgence in Native resistance movements in 

order to restore notions of savagery, almost as if the press feh uncomfortable with 

anything else. These articles considered the military resistance to U.S. Indian policy of 

certain American Indian groups as the most, and sometimes onl ,̂ attractive aspect of their 

lives. As this physical form of organized resistance was waning by the turn of the 

century, so too, apparent ,̂ was the interest that some papers had in the American Indian 

people. Many of the papers en^hasized the presence in the exhibit of Indian people who 

had played prominent roles of military resistance against the United States, and often the 

papers placed these figures on pedestals of reverence. The Chicago Inter-Ocean 

reported, 

|T]he most &mous Indians will be collected by the Department. Chief 
Joseph of the Nez Perces [sic], probabfy the ablest living Indian, will come 
from Idaho. The Comanche chie  ̂Quanah [Parker], wiU come from the 
Indian territory, and also &mous old Geronimo, with a band of the Apache 
warriors who led the United States troops on a wild goose chase for so 
long on the Arizona frontier.'" 

Another paper reported. 

In but few places do the Indians retain their primitive mode of life. Each 
year the circle narrows. Even now one can count on the fingers of one 
hand the Indian chieftains who gained their prominence in wars. Further 
Indian wars are looked on as in:q)Ossible and before another exposition of 

New York Times, January 21,1904. 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Nfey 8,1904. 
Chicago Inter-Ocean, Nov. 8, 1903, my emphasis. 
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the magnitude of the present enterprise can be launched the primitive red 
man of the forest will be but a memory. 

This article, describing Geronimo as "the once bloodthirsty ^)ache chie  ̂ >^o spread 

terror throughout the Southwest," continued that "Geronimo is more than seventy years 

old now, and it would be unreasonable to look for one to succeed him." Describing Chief 

Joseph, who never made it to the &ir, the article continued: "Chief Joseph, too, is aged, 

and while he fought valiantfy against the encroachments of the white man, he met the foe 

as a brave man should [and] has the respect of the men who captured him."'̂  The New 

York Times reported that "the Indians are £ist losing the old characteristics vv^ch made 

them interesting. They are becoming tamed and non-resistant."'" This equation that 

linked "tamed and non-resistant" to iminteresdng continued in some articles reporting on 

Geronimo's condition and activities at the &ir. 

Many newspapers expressed a fear or disappointment that Geronimo was quite 

different from what they had imagined he once was. One reporter wrote, 

[t]he more we watch Geronimo, the more we are convinced that the wild 
Indian has always been overestimated. Where and when were those lofty 
and laconic speeches delivered that we read about m books? There must 
be nothing in those Canonicus, Uncas, and Powhatan stories. Geronimo 
never perpetrated an epigram.'®  ̂

The headline of an article in the St Louis Globe-Democrat began, "Geronimo is feeble and 

quite religious," seemingly negating his virulence.'®' A Pennsylvania paper reported that 

W.C. M'Carty, Bridgeport, Conn. Herald, Dec. 6,1903. 
New York Times, January 21,1904. 
Newspaper article, uncited, in McGee scrapbook, p. 105, McGee papers, box 32, 

Library of Congress. 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat, Jan. 22, 1904. 
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'Xjeronimo, the bloodthirsty Apache conquered by General Miles, will be present, and will 

excite a romantic interest in spite of the report that he 'has got religion."'" '̂ 

Against the grain of the apparent wishfiil think  ̂of much of the press, to gain 

legitimacy, and to avoid an inauthentic and derogatory categorization as a )\^d West 

Show, S.M. McGowan used the media to en^hasize, at least theoretically, the absence of 

stereotypical bloodthirstiness in their Indian exhibit. A St. Louis paper reported in 

November of 1903 that "the government is especially desirous of keeping out of the 

exhibit any suggestion of bloodthirstiness. Superintendent Mc[G]owan explained that the 

idea was to show the Indian exactty as he is, and not as fiction has painted him."'®' The 

next month a paper reported that "[t]he home life of the real Indian will be &ithfully 

portrayed. Those features that have been e}q)loited by mercenary showmen, who 

sacrificed the true and interesting portrayal of the Indian life to sensationalism, will be 

absent."'™ In April of 1904 the Omaha Bee reported McGowan as saying that 

the Louisiana Purchase exposition will have at least one exhibit that has 
never been seen at a world's feir—the American Indian. There have been 
Indians exhibited at every exposition, but they have been hideous 
caricatures of the original article, hired to paint, pose, grunt, and contort 
themselves in a way Red Jacket or Pontiac would not recognize. At St. 
Louis the United States government will give the Indian exhibit and it will 
be the real thing."' 

A handfiil of articles recognized the plan that McGowan and, to a lesser extent, 

McGee were trying to achieve in showing the supposed benefits of the U.S. Indian policy 

Pennsylvania Ledger, Jan. 23, 1904. 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat, Nov. 21,1903. 
W.C. M'Carty, Bridgeport, Conn. Herald, December 6,1903. 
Omaha Bee, Omaha, Nebraska, April 14,1904. 
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toward the civOization and livelihood of the American Indian people. The Chilocco 

Farmer and Stock Grower, the paper printed by Chilocco Indian School, of which 

McGowan was the superintendent, described the exhibit thus: 

[o]ur purpose is to show the all-sided Indian, —to present him in every 
phase as he really is. We will show the old Indian exactfy as he is, and the 
student precise  ̂as he is. The public will see the Indian—old and young-
in his home and in school life; will see him at work and play. It can then 
judge of his worth, can understand in a measure the evohitionaiy processes, 
place a value on the Government's Indian policies, and decide for itself the 
results and the "worth whfle."'̂  

In May of 1904, the St. Louis Republic stated that, "[w]e go among the Cocopas, the 

illiterate Sioux, or to the uncivilized of the other tribes and we are convinced that to 

plaster the hair with mud or to revel in roast dog is to be dangerously near to the primitive 

man. But clean the red man up a bit, polish his mind and body, and no longer does his 

person affront a sense of the decencies." The paper further reported that 

[w]ithin the Indians School [sic], prominent)  ̂displayed and nicely printed 
by sonffi Indian hand, is this saying: 'Indian natxire is human nature bound 
in red." It is a good saying to have in mind when visiting the Indians. It 
helps in fixing a &ir estinoate of the big Pawnee chie  ̂who has proved to be 
taller than the Patagonians, the m[e]n reputed the tallest men in the world; 
or in understanding the Reverend Doctor Scott-Charging-Alone, Sioux 
Episcopalian minister; or in studying 'Madame Pueblo,' the Pueblo Indian 
housewife, as she manages her crew of children; or in appreciating Mr. and 
Nfrs. Benson [Poino], high types of Indian progress.''̂  

Just two weeks before the St. Louis Republic article in the previous paragraph 

described optimisticaify the human nature and the capabilities of "civilization" for the 

American Indian, the same paper underscored the hierarchical-evolutionary slant of the 

Farmer and Stock Grower, Chilocco, OBC, April 
L.P.E. scrapbook, p. 76. 

1904, In McGee Papers, box 32, 
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anthropometry and psychometry tests that R.S. Woodworth of Columbia University had 

proposed to undertake upon his arrival Among other tests, the paper reported that 

the tests for color blindness will also be submitted to the savage. It is a 
known &ct that in the vocabulary of savage tribes there is no word for the 
color bhie; this has led to the belief that savages do not see the color blue, 
and the supposition has been strengthened by many e}q)eriments. In 
addition to the tests for sight. Doctor Woodworth will also make 
examinations for memory and ability to work some sinq)le device, such as a 
combination lock. This test, which involves the opening of a box by foiir 
separate movements, has been made on adults, children, dogs, monkeys, 
and cats. It has been shown that men may take a minute or more to open 
the box on the first trial, but on the second require onfy  ̂five or six seconds. 
In making such tests on animals food has been placed in the box as an 
incentive. It has been found that after about a hundred trials the monkey 
can open the box accurate  ̂and in a con^arativety short time. Dogs and 
cats practical  ̂never learn, and Doctor Woodworth is interested to know 
how savages will acquit themselves in the test. A maze is being 
constructed for further tests. 

Perhaps inadvertently, the newspaper reporter, if not Woodworth, seemed to place the 

intellectual and dextrous stamina of the indigenous participants of the fair on a plane 

some^ere between domesticated felines and themselves. 

McGowan wanted to be very sure that his contrast between "blanket" and 

"school" Indians was clean and pure, with no room for ambiguity. He saw no 

compromise available to American Indians: either they lived in the old ways, in a state of 

"savagery," or they chose to become educated in the "civilized" ways of Americans. 

St. Louis Republic, May 14, 1904. 
St. Louis Republic, May 1, 1904. 

I *7  ̂
One scholar notes that McGowan "had never expressed much interest hi traditional 

native ways. In 1899, for example, he remarked that the Indian's future was 'not dressed 
in paint and feathers and petticoats.' Indian society, as he saw it, was dominated by a 
superstition and slavery that had to be destroyed." Robert A. Trennert, "A Resurrection 
of Native Arts and Crafts," pp. 274-292. 
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Perhaps he was threatened by any blatant syn^tom of controlled accommodation or 

dynamic incorporation of ''civilized" inq>lements on the part of the American Indians. 

One p^)er reported the request of a Navajo woman to purchase a baby carriage for her 

child. McGowan stead&stty refiised, stating that although many similar requests for 

additional clothing and the like had been made to him by the American Indians, "such an 

attempt would result in destroying the real sense and appearance of the exhibit."'̂ ® This 

would seem to insure that if any credit were given to the supposed civilization of the 

Indian people, it would go toward U.S. Indian policy and not to the Native people 

themselves. 

Several newspapers described what they understood as the gender relations of the 

various tribes as unequivocally unequal, where women were given little or no respect in 

their societies. The St. Louis Republic reported an anecdote in which Big Horn, a Crow 

Indian, atten:^ted but Mled to trade his wife's beads for those of one of the Philippine 

natives. The newspaper report indicated that after the &iled trade. Big Horn's wife 

scolded him: "You haven't any knowledge of the laws of society,... and I knew that you 

would make a fool of yourself before we started." Big Horn replied, "'Yes,...and if it 

hadn't been for your beads there wouldn't have been any trouble in the first place.' 

Whereat Big Horn engaged in quiet soliloquy, arguing that women generally are a bad 

assortment of humanity."'̂  On that same day, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported 

another gender related story. The headline read, 'Tappoose[sic] Only a Girl: Tribe 

St. Louis Republic, June 18, 1904. 
St. Louis Republic, May 2,1904. 
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shows Indifiference." The article reported on the arrival of a newborn among the Wichita 

people at the &ir: 

In almost any place but the Indian colony the arrival of the baby would be 
the cause of long celebration, but not so with the ̂ ^chitas. The child was 
wrapped in a gorgeous Indian blanket and left upon the bed, while the 
motiier occupied herself with other duties. The &ther was disappointed, 
and openfy  ̂expressed regret that the child was a girL^ '̂ 

In another article, the St. Louis Republic reported that Geronimo was "serenading some 

squaws." According to the article, 

[t]he women appreciated the delicate attention all the more because it is 
seldom that a heap big warrior deigns to notice a squaw, except at meal 
times, or on those occasions when the femily larder or coal box needs 
replenishing. It was a red-letter day with them to be long remembered and 
heralded among their kinsmen. 

In June an article referred to a supposed interaction between a group of Acoma people 

and a woman visiting their exhibit. According to the paper, two Acoma women were 

crushing com between stones, while "the chief sat by encouraging them in their work by 

beating a drum and looking pleasant. 'Well,' exclaimed a woman indignantly, who had 

been watching them at work for some time, 'if I wouldn't get a divorce if I were those 

women.'"'®" Maintaining an imagery of unequal, patriarchal Native societies seemed to 

reflect the slant that the newspapers took on other gender-related issues as well 

The apparent ideals or laudable qualities of Indian womanhood were described in 

several of the articles. Regarding Indian boarding school training. The Chilocco Farmer 

and Stock Grower reported. 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 2, 1904. 
St. Louis Republic, Jime 15,1904. 
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Ft. Shaw will have a class of girls [at the &ir] who have developed rare 
talent in sfngingj recitations, drills, etc., etc. Katherine Valen2xiela, a 
papago girl, and graduate of the Phoenix school, will delight thousands 
vs^K) are fortunate enough to hear her sweet rich voice. Gertrude Brewer 
will represent Chemawa in our grammar class and at the piano. She has 
exceptional musical talent and is a sweet, attractive Indian girL'̂ ' 

Another paper reported on the work of a woman they dubbed "Madame Pueblo," >^om 

the tourists apparent  ̂watched with awe as she performed ^^^t the paper considered the 

typical duties of a housewife: cooking, sweeping, and caring for her children: 

The onlookers gaze at the single operation as if it were a most unusual 
performance. Madame pays no hee  ̂but keeps on with her cooking. I  ̂
then, you had turned to one side, you would have seen a few feet away at 
another domicile a very straight-featured yoimg Indian woman, who is 
laughing men% at the extreme interest in which Madame Pueblo has 
aroused. This other woman's color is lighter than a Pueblo's; her hair is 
neatfy  ̂dressed, and, with her black tresses and light-brown con^lexion set 
off with a bright red shawl, she is positivefy  ̂pretty. Addressing her as to 
the cause of her laughter, you get reply in the King's English, perfectly 
pronounced: 'It's so absurd! Everybody looking and looking, to see so 
small a thing. It's all the way they have of making bread.' The latter was 
Mrs. Benson. Mr. and Mrs. Benson [Pomo] probably represent the 
highest degree of Indian development to be found among the two hundred 
odd Indians on the World's Fair grounds. Converse with them, and then 
consider them in comparison with the others of their race whom you may 
see, and the whole story of the various stages of Indian Life, which the 
'living exhibit' is designed to tell, will have been forcibly impressed upon 
you.'«  ̂

While many articles seemed to downplay the value of women in Indian society, and 

others &bricated ideals of womanhood for Indian society, one article seemed to revere the 

Indian woman for having some sort of super-human qualities that allowed her to carry her 

St. Louis Republic  ̂June 2,1904. 
Chilocco Farmer and Stock Grower, Chilocco, OK, April , 1904, In McGee 

scrapbook, p. 76, McGee Papers, box 32, Library of Congress. 
St. Louis Republic, May 14,1904. 
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child without feeling its burden. The article described the wants of white children who 

£^>parentfy wished their parents to carry them in the air or on their backs like some of the 

American Indian people did. The paper reported that "[t]he mother can carry her child in 

that £ishion all day without &tig;ue. She would treat with fine scorn a suggestion that she 

push her of&pring around in a go-cart...White mothers who would like to adopt the 

Indian method of baby transportation can learn how it is done at the Indian school 

buflding."'*  ̂

McGee was apparently relative  ̂ fond of the publicity that he and his exhibit 

received through the press. In a letter to friend, he wrote that, "[njewspaper science is by 

no means what it ought to be, yet sometimes it plants useful germs."'̂  After he was 

introduced to Guy Viskniskki, a reporter commissioned by the McClure syndicate, a 

consortiimi of forty major papers, to write a series of articles on the anthropology exhibit, 

McGee sent word to the major ethnologists working in the exhibit to aid Viskniskki in bis 

endeavors.'*  ̂ McGee even recommended that E.C. Cushman himself write one of 

Viskniskki's articles!'̂ ® In his letter to Albert Jenks, Chief Ethnologist of the Philippine 

exhibit, he specified that Jenks should include for Viskniskki, "the living human interest 

side of things, including the details that are dear to the mind of the average man."'̂  ̂

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 26,1904. 
McGee to Dr. C.A. Peterson, April 1, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 17, Library of 

Congress. 
Mark Bennitt to McGee, May 20,1904, McGee Papers, Box 17, Library of Congress. 
McGee to E.C. Cushman, Jr., May 21, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 17, Library of 

Congress. 
McGee to Dr. Albert E. Jenks, May 21, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 17, Library of 

Congress. 
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In one instance McGee was asked by a book publisher for his opinion of an 

advertisement regarding a book on the Ainu people. The advertisement read in part. 

They are altogether remarkable barbarians,...they have no hell; they have 
no laws; they have no prisons; they never laugh aloud; suicide is unknown 
among them; they never wash, comb or brush their hair, and never cut 
it;...[t]hey despise cowardice, reverence old age, and the women love their 
children, but strange to say never look after them. As a race, they are very 
stupid—quite in contrast to the Japanese themselves.'** 

McGee responded to the publisher with very kind words, congratulating him on his 

"excellent advertising matter," which he had already apparently seen in several leading 

papers.'*' Not all of the articles bought con^letely into the ideology of the ethnologists 

or the anthropology department, at least not without a bite of satirical humor along the 

way. 

A few articles and commentaries satirized, and to a mtnimal extent, even criticized 

the work of ethnologists. The final two stanzas of a rhyme in one paper reversed the 

roles of the observer and the attraction: 

There'll be others to amaze you-
Plenty of them, black and red: 
Some will please you, some will feaze you. 
To such cra2y customs bred. 
And as on these fireaks you gaze you 
Will on wondrous thoi^ts be fed. 

But remember, while you ramble 
Rubbering, big-eyed, at these 
Funny-looking guys that amble 
Round with bracelets on their knees. 
Something just as odd, I'll gamble. 

Wesley Sisson to McGee, May 23, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 18, Library of Congress. 
McGee to Wesley Sisson, May 24, 1904, McGee Papers, Box 18, Library of Congress. 
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Each of them about YOU sees."" 

Another commentary described the interaction between Yellow Mohair, and their 

child. Horse Hair, all Rosebud Sioux, and "a man wearing a Prince Albert coat and silk hat 

and acconq)anied by an exquisitely-gowned lady.** The couple walked up the gunily of 

Sioux and entered into a barrage of questions, including the following: 

You are real Indians, aren't you? 
Your wife does all the work, doesn't she? 
How do you get the paint out of your hair, Mrs. Lo? 
Did you ever work any, chief? 
Did you ever bathe? 
How does it &el to be a savage? 
Have you a collection of scalps? 
Wouldn't you rather be ̂ ^e? 

The couple walks of  ̂ and the writer ended the story with Yellow Hair speaking to his 

wife; "Mohair, we are poor ben^ted heathen, but thank God we keep our mouths shut 

pretty much all the time.""' Although rare, these stories, no matter how contrived, allude 

to a degree of cultural relativism, if not simpty a critique of the "exotica" that the 

anthropology department attempted to demonstrate. In a final anecdote, the Indian 

School Journal, the publication printed every day in the model Indian school on the 

grounds, released a commentary criticizing ethnologist Frederick Starr, responsible for 

bringing the Ainu people to the &ir, who bad recentfy said, "[ajlmost all that is beautiful 

and delicate in the world...is being lost through that which we call civilization." As an 

example, he said, "Alaskan Indians of long ago wore beauti&l garments. Those of today 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, April 16,1904. 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 22,1904. 
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launched an offensive against his romanticism of so-called non-civilized Alaskans; 

Starr should get behind a cloud. He is shining too bright .̂ He should, at 
least, give civilization the credit for Starr. He should try to keep in mind 
that, without civilization, there could have been no expert on savages, no 
one to eulogize the beauty and delicacy of the simple savage life. We fear 
that Starr has gone too &r. He should cheer up, ever mindfiil that the 

102 worst IS yet to come. 

"Starr and Civilization," The Indian School Journal, October, 1904, p. 62. 



88 

CONCLUSION 

What exactty was the American Indian e}q)erience at the £ur? we ever have 

enough of an understanding of the &ir and the ideologies of the time period to present a 

caveat-free reconstruction of this experience? Because of the limited information 

available, and because of a general lack of any known testimonials of the &ir from 

American Indians who visited or worked at the &ir, probably not, but this paper has 

introduced anecdotes and reports of events that transformed or shaped the experience of 

some of the native participants. 

What can we gather from these bits and pieces of the experience as extrapolated 

from various reports and pieces of correspondence? The native people were certainly not 

passive victims of the whims and desires of the anthropologists and government ofScials 

who sought them out for the Mr. The people negotiated for the detaOs of their trips, 

even though they were at times deceived about the quality of rations or their duties at the 

&ir.'̂  ̂ Geronimo, at least, was clearly aware of his market potential at the &ir, and he 

exploited his sponsors financially as much or more, depending on your perspective, as they 

e}q)loited him. Even though many of the American Indians grew weary of the horrendous 

conditions of the groimds or of their treatment by McGowan and others and left, many 

stayed through the &ir in order to make more money before then: return home. Although 

It is unclear how much room for negotiation the students at the &ir had in deciding 
how they would their simnner of 1904, but one scholar writes that "so many talented 
youngsters wanted to join the [Indian] band [a band con^sed of forty of the best 
musicians from Indian schools across the country] that McGowan foimd himself turning 
them down wholesale." Robert A. Trennert, Jr., "Selling Indian Education at World's 
Fairs and Expositions, 1893-1904," p. 215. 
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many of the sporting events were designed by McGee and others to demonstrate the 

athletic abilities of different "race-types" or "cuhure-grades," who is to say that the 

basketball games and foot races were not thoroughly enjoyed by the participants for their 

own reasons? How can we argue that ceremonials or demonstrations were not "staged'̂  

by the participants just as much as they were by the organizers? American Indian people 

at the &ir certainty made a memorable experience of their tr  ̂and in many cases a 

monetary profit to bring back home in the end.''̂  

Although the experience affected individual American Indians in different ways, 

how did the exhibit affect the depiction of Indians by the media? Obviously a discrepancy 

lay between the daify lives of the Indians and their constructed lives as produced by the 

media. Were the messages of McGee and McGowan, representing the field of 

anthropology and federal Indian policy to the Western world at the &ir, readily accepted 

as authoritative by the media? The answer to this question is a definite "yes." The 

problem, however, lies in the &ct that the messages that McGee and McGowan were 

sending were ambiguous firom the start. Whether the world was based upon a hierarchic 

scale of "race-types" or "culture-grades," and whether or not American Indians could or 

should transcend these "obstacles," the American media did not articulate a decision. 

Rather, the media sent a barrage of mixed interpretations that, with little criticism in 

between, either enqihasized exotic aspects or distinctions of "otherness" foimd amongst 

Although no figures document the total amount of money made by American Indians at 
the feir, Trennert found correspondence that indicated that many of the people could not 
keep up with the requests for their products. Trennert, "A Resurrection of Native Arts 
and Cr^s," p. 290. 



90 

the native peoples, or it recognized the beneficial nature of boarding school education fer 

American Indians. In either case the department of anthropology was promoted through 

the media coverage, increasing the chances that more and more people would stop at the 

exhibit in order to come in contact with the native peoples, buy their wares, and see what 

the hype was all about. 
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Appendix 

Familjr Register of Indians at [the] World's Fair Exiiibit 

Families Families Individuab Tribe 
Apache Martine 

Alice Martme 
Mary Martine 
James Sago 
(adopted) 

Arapaho Cleaver Warden 
Mrs. Warden 
George Warden 

Cut Nose 
Nfrs. Cut Nose 

Cut Finger 
Mrs. Cut Finger 
One son 

Comanches 

Maricopas Blue Bird and wife 

Navajo Becinta Begay 
Mrs. B. Begay 
Baby Begay 

Ya-no-zha 
Rachel Ya-no-zah 
Kate Ya-no-zah 
Charles Kame 
Bou-ge-gun 

Earl White Shirt Short Man 
Mrs. Earl White Shirt 
Baby White Shirt 

Black Coyote Lone Bear 
Mrs. Black Coyote 

Ben Franklin Henry Blind 
Mrs. Ben Franklin 
Two children 

Henry Boatman 
Nfrs. Boatman 
Sallie Boatman 

Etcede Jose Frank Smith 
Mrs. E. Jose 
Baby Jose 

Black Lodge Black White-man Bi-chea 
Mrs. Black Lodge Nfrs. Black White-man 

Per-da-sof-py 
At-dtah-vich 
Phil ip[sic] Per-da-sof-py 
Maggie 
Ya-po-cha 
(mother-in-law) 

Silver Smith 
Mrs. Silver Smith 
Baby Smith 

Good Luck Hotine Tsoui 
Mrs. Good Luck 
3 little Good Lucks 
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Tribe 

Navajo 

Families 

Taos 
Mrs. Taos 

Families Individuals 

Pimas 

Pome 

Pawnees 

Hemy Adams 
Mrs. Adams 
Eliza Adams 

James Benson 
Mrs. Mary Benson 

Roan Giief 
Eva Roan Chief 
Ethel Roan Chief 
Charley Richards 
(step son) 
Henry Richards 
(step son) 

^\^lliam Sutton 
Annie Sutton 
Pollie Sutton 

Alice Peters 
Ef & Rhodes 
AmyEnos 

James Murie 
MaryMurie 
Wallace Murie 
Nora Murie 
Lavnrence Murie 

At&ed Murie 
Armie Murie 
Hemy Murie 
Julie Murie 

Jennie Brave Chief 

Jonathan Eustis 
Annie Eustis 
Raymon Adams 
(adopted) 

Alfred Boy Chief 
Mrs. Bertl  ̂Boy Chief 

Wichitas Burgess Hunt 
Josephine Himt 
Daniel Hunt 
Henry Hunt 
Louisiana Hunt 

To-wa-ka-ni .Rm 
Mrs. To-wa-ka-ni Jim 
Grover 

Ah-ka-hi-dick Isaac Luther 
Na-sho-ho-iash(wife) Jacob Johnson 
Ferdinand Fifer Ge-chas 
(grandson) 
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Tribe 

Wichitas 

Families Families Individuals 

Rosebud 
Sioux 

John Tatem Walter Ross 
Julia Tatem(wife) Anna Ross 

Ne-ah-chas 
Oscar Stevens 
(grandson) 

Scott Charging- Yellow Hair(ChieiO 
Alone 
Mrs. Charging-AIone Mre. Yellow Hair 
Two children One child 

Singing Goose 
Mrs. Singing Goose 
One child 

Tall Crane 
Mrs. Tall Crane 
Two children 

Afraid-of-Eagle Black Tail Deer 
Mrs. Afraid-of-Eagle One daughter 

Buf&lo Hide 
Mrs. Buf^o Hide 

Keep-the-Mountain 
Mrs. Keep-the-
Mountain 
One child 

He Dog 
Mrs. He Dog 

Light 
Mre. Light 

One Star 
^frs. One Star 
One child 

Little Horse 
Mrs. Little Horse 

Two Charge 
Mrs. Two Charge 
One child 
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Pueblos Families 

Acoma JuanAntonio-
Pueblo Sarrascino 

Santa Garcia 
Lupe Sarrascino 
(daughter) 
Lorenzo Sarrascino 
(son) 
Marie Garcie 
(sister-in-law) 

Vincinte Chavez 
Lupe Chavez 
Santa Ana(daughter) 
Dolores San Juan 
(sister-in-law) 

Laguna 
Pueblo 

Santa Clara Pedro Cajite 
Pueblo Mrs. Pedro Cajite 

One daughter 

FamUies Individuab 

Juan Ray 
JuanMarie(wi&) 
Juana Ray(daughter) 
Charley Garcea Ray 
(son) 
Ascension Garcea Ray 
(daughter) 
Juanita Ray(daughter) 

Marie Antonio 
Lorenzo Antonio(son) 

Ridget 

Aniset Swasa 
Nfrs. Aniset Swasa 
Miss Swasa 

[Source: 'Tamily Register of Indians at World's Fair Exhibit," received May 21, 1904, 
McGee Papers, Box 28, Library of Congress] 
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