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ABSTRACT 

Baron Pierre de Coubertin revived the Olympic Games in 1896 as 

an athletic forum which might inspire the nations of the world to com

pete peacefully instead of resorting to war. Between 1896 and 1920 

the United States used the Olympic Games to demonstrate to themselves 

and the world that they were "the chosen people." The American press 

popularized American Olympians as the champions of American ideals and 

muscular proponents of Mission, They saw in American athletes' victories 

evidences of the special qualities they felt made their nation great. 

In the public's eyes American Olympic champions stood for democracy, the 

essential correctness of the "melting pot" and universal fair competition. 

Olympic triumphs confirmed the divine providence of American civilization. 

In promoting nationalism through the Olympic movement, Americans prag

matically adopted the attitude that winning was not everything, but the 

only thing. 

v 



CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION: THE OLYMPICS AND THE AMERICAN MIND, 1896-1920 

"In short, in life, as in a foot-ball game, the principle to follow is: 
Hit the line hard; don't foul and don't shirk, but hit the line hard!" 
(Theodore Roosevelt's advice to American Youth, 1900)1 

"Winning isn't ever/thing, it's the only thing." 
(An American axiom gleaned from the rhetoric of Vince Lombardi in the 
1960s)2 

On March 2, 1896, a small contingent of athletes gathered at 

the docks of Hoboken, New Jersey to begin a journey to Athens, Greece 

for the first modern Olympiad. The American Olympic team had booked a 

transatlantic passage on the North German Lloyd Lines' steamer Fulda. 

The send-off was a raucous affair, punctuated by cheers for Princeton 

University and the Boston Athletic Association. America's first Olympic 

team sailed first-class on the Fulda; sumptuous banquets, masked balls 

and comfortable deck chairs beckoned, and servants waited on the ath

letes. The trainers kept close watch on their charges, exercising them in 

1. Theodore Roosevelt, "What We Can Expect of the American 
Boy," St. Nicholas, May 1900, p. 574. 

2. The October 1968 issue of Quote had Lombardi asserting, 
"Winning is not the important thing; it's everything." Lombardi him
self later claimed: "I have been quoted as saying, 'Winning is the 
only thing.' That's a little out of context. What I said is that 
'Winning is not everything—but making the effort to win is,'" in 
George Flynn, ed., Vince Lombardi on Football (New York: Van Nostrand 
Rheinhold, 1981), p. 14. The quote seems to have originated with 
Vanderbilt University football coach Red Sanders in 1940. See Thomas 
Tutko and William Burns, Winning is Everything and Other American Myths 
(New York: Macmillan, 1976), p. 4. 

1 
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heavy sweaters and light, rubber-soled shoes on the second cabin deck, 

3 
which the captain had ordered cleared for the team's workouts. 

Some Americans viewed the revival of the ancient games as a 

dubious proposition. "The sun of Homer, to be sure, still smiles upon 

Greece, and the vale of Olympia is still beautiful," wrote Rufus T. 

Richardson in Scribner's New Monthly Magazine. "But no magician's wand 

and no millionaire's money can ever charm back into material existence 

4 
the setting in which the Olympic Games took place." A pessimistic 

commentator on Princeton's Olympic adventure ridiculed the notion in a 

letter to the New York Times: "Princeton may have a heavy surplus in 

its treasury, and its team may be in need of an ocean voyage, these are 

purely local questions." "But," warned the gadfly: 

the American amateur sportsman should know that in going to 
Athens he is taking an expensive journey to a third rate 
capital, where he will not even have a daily post from the 
outside world, where he will be devoured by fleas, as was the 
emperor Frederick; where he will suffer physical torments 
greater even than at Saratoga Lake, and where, if he does win 
all the prizes, it will be an honor requiring explanation.^ 

The American contingent to the Olympic Games at Athens consisted 

mostly of college men. William Milligan Sloane, a Princeton professor 

of French history in Europe to gather data for his work on Napoleon, 

took interest in Baron Pierre de Coubertin's attempts to revive the 

ancient Olympiads. Sloane served as the American representative to 

3. Richard Mandell, The First Modern Olympics (Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1976), pp. 116-117. 

4. Rufus B. Richardson, "The New Olympic Games," Scribner's, 
September 1896, p. 267. 

5. "Princeton at Athens: What the Sportsmen Should Know 
Before He Goes to Greece," The New York Times, 29 March 1896, sec. 1, p. 3. 
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the International Olympic Committee planning the first Olympic revival 

at Athens and as the chairman of the American Olympic Committee in 

1896. He convinced Princeton to send a four-man team, Robert Garrett, Jr., 

Francis A. Lane, Albert Clinton Tyler and H. B. Jamison, all members of 

the Tiger track squad and the junior class. The Boston Athletic Asso

ciation sent a squad comprised of Arthur Blake, Thomas E. Burke, 

Ellery H. Clark, Thomas P. Curtis and William W. Hoyt. James B. Connolly, 

of Boston's Suffolk Athletic Club, accompanied the Boston group. Blake, 

Clark, Hoyt and Connolly were Harvard men. Burke represented Boston 

University and Curtis wore the colors of the Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology and Columbia College.^ Bostonians Sumner and John Payne, 

brothers and United States Army captains, joined the tracksters and 

competed in the pistol shooting contests. Gardiner Williams, a swimmer, 

completed the team.^ 

Professor Sloane had noble aspirations for the first Olympiad. 

"'I am only interested in sports from a moral view.'" claimed Sloane. 

'"I believe that international contests do lots of good. The more 

higher classes of different nations get to know one another, the less 

likelihood there is of their fighting.'" The collegians of the Ameri

can Olympic team certainly came from the higher classes. Robert Garrett 

captained the Princeton squad. Garrett's uncle and namesake had been 

president of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company. Garrett put the 

6. "For the Olympian Games," The New York Times, 22 March 1896, 
sec. 1, p. 12. 

7. Mandell, The First Modern Olympics, p. 117. 
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shot, hurled the discus and high jumped. He also found time for member

ship in "the popular Tiger Inn Social Club," and was "one of the leaders 

in the social circles of the college." Princeton's Francis A. Lane 

was a sprinter from Franklin, Ohio. Lane, regarded "more than any other 

member of the team to win glory for his college and country at Athens," 

took great pride in his academic accomplishments and surrounded himself 

with friends "chosen from distinctively intellectual men." Albert 

Clinton Tyler from the Wyoming section of Cincinnati, Ohio, the right 

tackle of the Princeton varsity football eleven, went to Athens to 

pole vault. Tyler had recently secured a membership in Garrett's 

fraternity, the Tiger Inn Club. Another member of the prestigious 

Tiger Inn Club, H. B. Jamison of Peoria, Illinois, completed Prince-

g 
ton's contingent. Jamison planned to run the 400 meter race at Athens. 

Princeton planned to wear "white suits with orange and black 

band from shoulder to waste [sic], and the Stars and Stripes in miniature 

on the breast, thus showing the college and country for which they 

compete." Professor Sloane expressed his pleasure at Princeton's 

entry and regretted "that other institutions have failed to show a 

like courage." Princeton's trainer, "Scotty" McMaster, assured the 

New York Times that the "Princeton team would bring honor to its 

9 
college and its country." 

The Princetonians and the Boston Athletic Association's "fine-

looking fellows" seemed more on a European holiday than a crusade of 

8. "For the Olympian Games," p. 12. 

9. Ibid. 
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athletic conquest as they settled in their first class berths for the 

voyage. A New York Times reporter gossiped, "the athletes will be 

accompanied by Mrs. T. Harrison Garrett, the mother of Captain Garrett, 

who will also chaperone a small party of young ladies on the trip.""^ 

The Fulda was bound for Gibraltar, where the Olympic team would board 

another steamer for Naples and then proceed to Brindisi by rail. At 

Brindisi they planned to sail on a Mediterranean steamer for the west 

coast of Greece, completing their trek from the west coast to Athens 

by rail."^ 

The American Olympians, crossing the Atlantic in first class 

luxury with their young lady friends during the spring of 1896, did 

not know that they would become the first of "America's athletic mis-

12 
sionaries." Their deeds in Athens sowed the seeds for an American 

mythology of Olympian battles which symbolized American morality, 

American ideals and American providence. 

The American mind sought to make order out of the complex, 

changing environments of the United States and the world from 1896 to 

1920. The Olympic Games at Athens in 1896, Paris in 1900, St. Louis 

in 1904, London in 1908, Stockholm in 1912 and Antwerp in 1920, revealed 

much of the American spirit during its search for order in the Progres

sive Era. The actions of American competitors caricatured American 

10. "For the Olympic Games," The New York Times, 18 March 1896, 
sec. 1, p. 7. 

11. "For the Olympian Games," p. 12. 

12. Edward Bayard Moss, "America's Athletic Missionaries," 
Harper's Weekly, 27 July 1912, p. 8. 
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values and prejudices, demonstrated American cultural ideology and 

echoed America's vision of itself. The collegians of the first Olympic 

contingent could not have imagined in their wildest dreams American 

behavior at Olympiads during the next twenty-four years. Future 

American Olympians would be railing against competition on the Sabbath 

and some would even refuse to compete on Sunday. One American athlete 

would hurdle 110 meters for a gold medal in world record time with a 

Bible clutched in his hand as a protest against Sunday competition. 

American athletes and officials would hurl invectives at the perceived 

partiality of foreign judges. The American team would scandalize the 

world by refusing to observe international protocol at the parade of 

nations during the opening ceremonies of Olympiads from 1908 to the 

present. Claiming that "this flag dips to no earthly king" Americans 

marched by host countries' heads of states with the American flag 

held high.13 

The American mind linked American performance at the Olympic 

Games with the expression of national spirit and purpose that historians 

label "Mission." Mission "was idealistic, self-denying, hopeful of 

14 
divine favor for national aspirations, though not sure of it." Mis

sion championed the values of American Civilization. It had led Thomas 

13. William Oscar Johnson, A31 That Glitters Is Not Gold: 
The Olympic Games (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1972), p. 128. 

14. Frederick Merk, Manifest Destiny and Mission in American 
History: A Reinterpretation (New York: Random House, 1966), p. 261. 
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Jefferson to call his nation the world's best hope, and Abraham Lincoln 

to call his country the last best hope on earth. 

The United States began its second hundred years with the furnace 

of the Industrial Revolution fully stoked. The rapid social and economic 

changes wrought by the Industrial Resolution eroded American perceptions 

of their nation as a federation of villages nestled among well-tended 

fields and populated by thrifty, hard-working, God-fearing individuals 

and replaced it with a vision of America as an urbanized, mechanized, 

multi-ethnic community of factories linked by iron rails and populated 

by interchangable cogs. On the world stage, the United States emerged 

from the sleepy nineteenth century backwoods of new world isolation 

and assumed a position as a world power of the first rank, the defender 

of democracy and manufactor, distributor and salesman of consumables 

in the new world community forming at the beginning of the twentieth 

century. Americans, searching for order amidst the crumbling village 

values and the ominous industrial nightmares sought Mission; "heard 

most authentically in times of emergency, of ordeal, of disaster," to 

16 
guide them in the twentieth century. 

American Mission manifested itself in the reform movements of 

the Progressive Era. The excesses of the Gilded Age had produced robber 

barons, the trusts, machine politics and unrestricted greed in the 

nation since 1876. By the 1890s, Americans clamored for a new agenda 

15. Henry Steele Commager, The American Mind: An Interpreta
tion of American Thought and Character Since the 1880s (New Haven, 
Conn.: Yale University Press, 1950), p. 11. 

16. Merk, Manifest Destiny and Mission in American History, 
p. 261. 
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for the United States. The reformers wanted to remake city halls and 

child labor laws. They preached the social gospel in the streets and 

tenements of urban slums and called for the restructuring of the economy 

on a more egalitarian basis in the pages of newspapers and magazines 

and in the chambers of Congress. The reformers' messages urged Ameri

cans to reassert the morality and ethics which they believed had made 

the nation great. Mission must be revived and applied to the economic, 

social and political problems which plagued the United States.^ 

The moral imperatives of Mission led President Arthur Twining 

Hadley of Yale to propose a unique trust-busting solution before the 

Candlelight Club of Denver. "When a man," Hadley announced, "operates 

a trust against the public good, don't invite him to dinner; don't call 

on his family." Instead, urged the Yale leader, "disqualify him 

socially. Whenever you make a man understand that by doing certain 

things he is disqualified socially and condemned by public opinion, you 

have set in motion the strongest force in the business or political 

18 
world." "President Hadley is on the right track," crowed The Nation. 

17. My overviews of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era come 
mainly from Henry Steele Commager, The American Mind; Ray Ginger, 
Age of Excess: The United States From 1877 to 1914 2nd ed., (New 
York: Macmillan, 1975); John Whiteclay Chambers, The Tyranny of 
Change: America in the Progressive Era, 1900-1917 (New York: St. 
Martin's Press, 1980); Morton White, Social Thought in America: The 
Revolt Against Formalism (New York: Oxford University Press, 1976); 
Howard Mumford Jones, The Age of Energy: Varieties of American Experience, 
1865-1915 (New York: Viking Press, 1971); and Henry May, The End of 
American Innocence (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1959); and Robert 
Wiebe, The Search for Order, 1877-1920 (New York: Hill and Wang, 1967). 

18. "American Morality," Harper's Weekly, 27 January 1900, 
p. 74. 
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"What society should be is the great moral and reformatory power he 

alludes to," proclaimed the popular weekly. Society "should smite the 

evil-doer, though he be rich, with open scorn and pass a degree of 

19 
perpetual banishment against him." Hadley's notion that individual 

morality was the most powerful force shaping society characterized 

the native optimism of turn of the century America. 

The trusts created an unfair climate of competition in the 

economy. That was why Americans found them so reprehensible. A man 

could be rich in America without being a robber baron. The United 

States envisioned itself as a land of opportunity. The nation claimed 

it wanted the world's "tired, hungry, poor and huddled masses." And 

the tide of emigration seemed to confirm America's vision of itself. 

Those huddled masses could transform themselves into successful citizens. 

The United States appeared to be a nation of nascent Horatio Algers. 

The opportunities were there, the competition needed to be kept fair. 

The American ethic commanded the sentiments of Thedore Roosevelt's 

imaginary football game: "Hit the line hard; don't foul and don't 

20 
shirk, but hit the line hard!" American humorist Finley Peter Dunne's 

fictional Irish immigrant and social commentator, Mr. Dooley, believed 

that competition made American life superior to decadent European 

existence. Mr. Dooley described America as '"a gloryous big fight: 

a rough-and-tumble fight; a Donnybrook fair three thousan' miles wide, 

19. "Reform by Social Stigma," The Nation, 18 January 1900, 
p. 46. 

20. Theodore Roosevelt, "What We Can Expect of the American 
Boy," p. 574. 
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an' a ruction in every block."' Americans fought '"no holds barred'" 

according to Mr. Dooley. And he warned, '"fight fair, b't don't firget 

th' other la-ad may not know where th' belt line is.'" The combative 

Dooley much preferred the American battle ground to the Old World. 

'"An" I poke off to what Hogan calls th' effete monarchies iv Europe, 

an' no one walks on me toes, an ivry man I give a dollar to becomes 

an acrobat, an' I live comfortbaly an' die a markess! Th' diwle I 

do!'" Mr. Dooley's foil, the bartender named Mr. Hennessy, remarked 

that Dooley would not live anywhere but in the midst of the American 

donnybrook. "'No,' said Mr. Dooley, 'I wudden't. I'd rather be Dooley 

in Chicago than th' Earl iv Peltville. It must be that I'm iv th' 

fightin' kind.'"2''' 

The vision of a basic set of moral imperatives and a land of 

opportunity and fair competition merged in the American idea of civiliza

tion. Franklin H. Giddings illustrated his theory of the "American 

idea" with the observations of a popular American author. The Columbia 

University sociologist noted, "in one of his stories of Wyoming, Mr. Owen 

Wister remarks that 'one man has been as good as another in three places-

Paradise before the Fall, the Rocky Mountains before the wire fence, 

and the Declaration of Independence.'" Giddings asserted "This bit of 

satire is a truer outline of American history than most of the text

books."22 

21. Finley Peter Dunne, "On the American Abroad," Harper's 
Weekly, 3 Feburary 1900, p. 112. 

22. Franklin H. Giddings, "The American Idea," Harper's 
Weekly, 5 November 1904, p. 1702. 
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Near the turn of the century American culture seized sport as a 

vehicle for promoting national greatness. There are as many ways of 

interpreting the rise and place of sport in modern society as there are 

of interpreting modern society itself, Marxist scholars find the same 

exploitation, commercialism, militarism, nationalism and imperialism 

in modern sport that they recognize in capitalistic society. In their 

view only true Marxian socialism can breed pure sport. The Neo-Marxists 

go beyond the Marxist rejection of capitalistic athletics and label all 

modern sports as perversions of the human spirit. Sport perpetrates the 

"false consciousness" which they believe keeps capitalism intact. Only 

23 
spontaneous, creative "play" fits into the Neo-Marxist's social models. 

The German historian Max Weber theorized that the fundamental 

force which created modern society was the shift from the ascribed status 

of traditional society to achieved status in a modern one. Modern 

sport provided one of the best cultural institutions for achieving 

status in modern society. American historian Allen Guttman recognized 

that "one great advantage of the Weberian model is that it enables one 

to see in the microcosm (modern sports) the characteristics of the macro

cosm (modern society) — secularism, equality, specialization, rational-

24 
ism, bureaucratic organization, and quantification." 

Sport in modern society represents more than simply a conduit 

for achieving status. Modern Western Civilization took shape during 

23. For a discussion of the various interpretations of sport 
see Allen Guttmann, From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern 
Sports (New York: Columbia University Press, 1978), pp. 57-89. 

24. Ibid., pp. 80-81. 
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the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century and the scientific, 

empirical revolution in views of reality of the seventeenth and eight

eenth centuries. The radical empiricism of the scientific world-view 

and the spread of Protestant religious doctrines increasingly separated 

spirit and matter in Western cognizance. In 1789 the catastrophe of 

the French Revolution exposed the deficiencies of building a state on 

the "arid metaphysics" produced by the absolute secular and material-

25 
Istic conceptions of reality favored by Enlightened minds. The 

Romantic movement of the nineteenth century invoked sentiment and spirit 

against the inclusive power of empirical fact and reason. However, 

Romanticism never replaced the scientific world-view, and both visions 

of reality shaped modern Western Civilization. 

In various guises modern sport reflects both the ideals of 

Romanticism and the structures of the scientific world-view. Sport 

provided modern man with a method for transcending the work-a-day 

world. With its structured rules, codes of conduct and definite goals, 

26 
athletics held out the promise of a self-contained universe. But 

reality always seemed to intrude on "pure" sport. Even more importantly 

it became a synthesis of the two world-views. Sport sought to reunite 

matter and spirit. It represented "the rationalization of the 

25. In 1790 Edmund Burke criticized the "arid metaphysics" 
of the French revolutionaries. See Edmund Burke, Reflections on the 
Revolution in France, ed. Thomas H. D. Mahoney (Indianapolis: 
Bobbs-Merrill, 1981), 

26. Christopher Lasch, The Culture of Narcissism: American 
Life in an Age of Diminishing Expectations (New York: Norton, 1978), 
pp. 100-110. 
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27 
Romantic." Sport became an integral part of society in an era when 

deed and action were paramount. 

Baron Pierre de Coubertin was born in Paris on January 1, 1863. 

Disheartened and disenchanted, like many of his countrymen, by his 

nation's 1871 defeat in the Franco-Prussian. War, he sought to revitalize 

France. He hoped that the institutions of sport and physical education 

could insure French culture against a repetition of the Franco-Prussian 

debacle. The sporting mentality of educational systems in England and 

the United States enchanted Coubertin. Thomas Hughes' Tom Brown's 

Schooldays (1857) especially inspired him. In 1886 the baron pilgrimaged 

to Rugby, the setting for Hughes' novel. There he had a vision; "in the 

twilight, alone in the great gothic chapel of Rugby, my eyes fixed on 

the funeral slab on which, without epitaph, the great name of Thomas 

Arnold was inscribed, I dreamed that I saw before me the cornerstone 

28 
of the British Empire." Coubertin fanatically embraced the belief 

that athletics built character, that Waterloo had indeed been won on 

the playing fields of Eton. He sought to inculcate the secular religion 

29 
of sport in France in an effort to reform his nation. 

27. Guttmann, From Ritual to Record, p. 89. 

28. Baron Pierre de Coubertin, Une Campagne de 21 Ans (Paris: 
librairie de 1'Education Physique, 1908), p. 5, as quoted in John J. 
MacAloon, This Great Symbol: Pierre de Coubertin and the Origins of 
the Modern Olympic Games (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981), 
p. 59. 

29. MacAloon's This Great Symbol is the most exhaustive inquiry 
into the origins of the modern Olympics and a thorough biography of their 
founder. Mandell's The First Modern Olympics is an informative source. 
See also Horst Uebehorst, "Return to Olympia and the Rebirth of the 
Games," and John Lucas, "The Influence of Anglo-American Sport on Pierre 
de Coubertin—Modern Olympic Games Founder," in The Modern Olympic Games 
ed. Peter J. Graham and Horst Ueberhorst (Cornwall, N.Y.: Leisure Press, 
1976). 
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In 1852 the German scholar Ernst Curtius first voiced the 

idea of reviving the ancient Olympic Games. But it was Baron de Coubertin 

who adopted Olympism and worked unceasingly for its realization. He 

thought the Olympics might spark French interest in athletics. De Cou

bertin' s plan for a modern Olympic Games was more than simply an exercise 

in pragmatic nationalism. His notion of Olympism included a thoroughly 

romantic scheme for promoting international peace and assuaging the 

"moral disorder produced by the discoveries of industrial science" as 

a fundamental plank in the Olympic platform. Coubertin imagined 

that "healthy democracy, wise and peaceful internationalism, will 

penetrate the new stadium and preserve within it the cult of disinterest

edness and honor which will enable athletics to help in the tasks of 

moral education and social peace as well as of muscular development." 

The innate morality of sport made it imperative that the Olympics "give 

the youth of all the world a chance of a happy and brotherly encounter 

which will gradually efface the peoples' ignorance of things which con

cern them all, an ignorance which feeds hatreds, accumulates misunder

standings, and hurtles events along a barbarous path toward a merciless 

conflict. 

While Coubertin tried to establish sport in France, an 

athletic mania infected the United States. During the 1890s popular 

acclaim made baseball the national pastime. Football became a popular 

30. Baron Pierre de Coubertin, "Athletics in the Modern 
World," 1894, The Olympic Idea: Discourses and Essays, ed. Carl-
Diem- Insitut and the Deutschen Sporthoschschule, Koln, Rev. Liselot 
Diem and 0. Anderson, trans., John G. Dixon (Stuttgart: Hofmann, 1967), 
pp. 7-10, as quoted in MacAloon, This Great Symbol, pp. 188-189. 
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collegiate and sand-lot game. Horse racing, prizefighting, golf, 

tennis, track and field, bowling and boating garnered devoted followings 

of participants and spectators. In gymnasiums in the northeastern 

United States ingenious sportsmen invented basketball and volleyball. 

A bicycling craze swept the nation. 

The ideologists of American sport espoused its many links with 

democracy, morality, progress and evolution. The Reverend Thomas 

Wentworth Higginson began preaching a creed called "muscular Christianity" 

in the 1850s. He felt physical activity was essential for moral well-

being. By the 1890s the Young Men's Christian Association (Y.M.C.A.) had 

spread Higginson's theology across the United States. In 1892 the 

Y.M.C.A. boasted a quarter of a million American members. In that 

same decade Luther Halsley Gulick, Jr., a Y.M.C.A. leader, and G. Stanley 

Hall, a genetic psychologist at Clark University, devised an evolutionary 

theory of play. They hypothesized that.children reenacted each stage 

of evolution, from savagery to civilization, as they grew toward adult

hood. Only organized, adult-directed athletics produced the morality 

children needed in order to function in society. In the equations of 

Gulick, Hall and their disciples, the anarchic activity of unsupervised 

31 
youngsters produced savages unfit for any useful role in civilization. 

31. The best surveys of sport and American society in this 
period are Guttmann, From Ritual to Record; John Rickards Betts, 
America's Sporting Heritage: 1850-1950 (Reading, Mass.: Addison 
Wesley, 1974); Donald J. Mrozek, Sport and American Mentality, 1880-1910 
(Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1983); and Benjamin G. 
Rader, American Sports: From the Age of Folk Games to the Age of Spec
tators (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1983). 
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Americans believed that sport taught moral principles and shaped 

the democratic impulse. Theodore Roosevelt's doctrine of the "strenuous 

life" was the most popular and influential of the philosophies which 

linked the democratic ideal and athletics, but hardly the only one. 

The idea that sport built character was widespread in the United States, 

particulary among the "Eastern Establishment" — a group which dominated 

American political, economic, social and cultural life. The quintessen

tial sporting hero in American fiction, Burt L. Standish's Frank Merri-

well, explained that his Yale team always defeated Harvard because of 

Yale's spirit of democracy. Yale and Princeton opened athletics to all 

students, but Harvard limited participation to the "bloods" of American 

aristocracy. "That is why Yale has triumphed over Harvard so often," 

revealed Meriwell, "and that is why Harvard receives so little sympathy 

32 
when she meets defeat." 

Harvard alumnus Owen Wister might have disagreed. But the 

point was that Americans believed sport bred democracy, and that the 

democratic ideal produced victory. "Ours is the elect nation for the 

age to come," preached the Reverend Anson Phelps. "We are the chosen 

33 
people." The United States charged its athletic missionaries with 

personifying the Reverend Phelps' sentiments and demonstrating that 

democracy built winners. In 1894 the Baron de Coubertin created the 

perfect forum for America's athletic missionaries when he established the 

32. Burt L. Standish, psued. [Gilbert Patten], Frank Merri-
well's Loyalty (New York: Street and Smith, 1904), p. 29, as quoted 
in Rader, American Sports, p. 83. 

33. Wiebe, The Search for Order, p. 226. 
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International Olympic Committee, and announced that the first modern 

Olympiad would be held at Athens in 1896. 

Morality, success and fair-play were not uniquely American cul

tural concepts. Each nation had its own moral standards and markers of 

success. England had a particular Ideology of sport which sometimes 

resembled and often clashed with American cognizance of fair-play in 

international competition. Other nations had their distinct codes of 
» • 

honor. Nor were American ideas of morality, success and fair-play 

absolutely unique in the years from 1896 to 1920 when compared to 

other periods in American history. They owed much to cultural values 

which had been forming since the New World adventure began, and derived 

from the Western Civilization that had been flourishing across the 

Atlantic for centuries. But American views of success, fair-play and 

morality were undeniably tainted by the events and ideas of the period 

between 1896 and 1920, and distinctly American in their composition. 

The decade of the 1890s, as Henry Steele Commager so aptly 

34 
recognized, was a watershed in American history. On one side of the 

watershed lay a self-contained, self-absorbed nineteenth century pro

duct of the Enlightenment. On the other side lay the multi-faceted, 

changing world power of modern reality. The American mind made unique 

adjustments during its traverse of the "great divide" of American history 

at the turn of the century. 

The United States emerged on the twentieth century side of the 

watershed with its people imbued by an "inveterate optimism" about their 

future. They still believed in the concrete reality and universality of 

34. Commager, The American Mind, p. 41. 
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the moral values which symbolized Mission for nineteenth century Ameri

cans. "Most Americans in 1912 did not argue about the essential 

morality of the universe — they assumed it," observed Henry May. 

Josiah Royce, the classically rational American philosopher, condoned 

the use of the label "idealism" to classify the general belief in 

moral ideals which he felt pervaded the American mind. American idealism 

found its proofs in the practical application and demonstration of 

American values to business, industry, science, social welfare, sports, 

American life in general; not in metaphysical speculation or philosophi-

35 
cal theories. Practical idealism became "pragmatic sanction" in 

36 
politics and foreign policy. The desire to "rationalize the Romantic" 

characterized American mentality. 

Championing the American idea of civilization was not as 

simple as it seemed. Not as America stood at the doorway of the twenti

eth century and peered into the dark and frightening shadows beyond. 

At that very moment American thinkers were refusing to allow conceptions 

of the universal moral imperatives and self-evident truths American heri-

37 
tage suggested to cross the threshold into the new age. 

35. May, The End of American Innocence, pp. 9-19. 

36. I am linking Henry May's term, "practical idealism," for 
the intellectual temper of the Progressive era in The End of American 
Innocence with Howard Memford Jones' term for the practical application 
of Progressive values to political realities, "pragmatic sanction," 
in The Age of Energy. 

37. I am following Morton White's lead in Social Thought in 
America. Many members of the American intelligentsia, social theorist 
John Dewey, jurist Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., economist Thorstein 
Veblen and historians James Harvery Robinson and Charles A. Beard 
prominent among them, rejected self-evident truths. 
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The American nation tramped into the twentieth century much like 

Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Tin Woodsman, and the Cowardly Lion had 

38 
marched down the yellow-brick road of L. Frank Baum's Oz. The 

American mind in 1900 knew about as much of Africa, China, Japan, 

Europe, imperialism and the delicate equations of world power as Baum's 

crew did of Winkies, wicked witches, wizards, dark forests, great 

deserts and flying monkeys. But the United States would soon meet 

those problems and many others on the yellow-brick road which wound 

from Cuba to the Philippines to China to Latin America to Europe and 

World War One. The American mind seemed as unsure of its intelligence 

as the Scarecrow was of his brains, as unsure of its morality as the 

Tin Woodsman was of his heart, as unsure of its fortitude as the Cowardly 

Lion was of his courage, as unsure of its methods and goals as Dorothy 

was of how to get back to Kansas. Americans sensed their values were 

as strong as their oracle of Mission prophesized, but the ideas of 

American Civilization needed proving and praise in the new environment 

of the twentiety century. 

The Olympic Games at Athens in 1896, Paris in 1900, St. Louis 

in 1904, London in 1908, Stockholm in 1912 and Antwerp in 1920, gave 

the United States athletic battlegrounds for testing its notions of 

morality, sportsmanship and providence. American Olympians preached 

38. Baum's American fairy tale reveals much about the American 
world-view in the twentieth century. See L, Frank Baum, The Wizard 
of Oz (Chicago; G. M. Hill, 1900). Also illuminating is Martin 
Gardener and Russell B. Nye, eds., The Wizard of Oz and Who He Was 
(East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 1957). 
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the gospel of national greatness to the world at the first six Olympiads. 

But the most important missionary field the athletes cultivated was the 

United States themselves. The press translated Olympic performance 

into sermons attesting to the special providence of American Civilization. 

America's athletic missionaries proselytized most fervently among their 

own people. Owen Wister thought one man was as good as another in the 

Garden of Eden, on the American frontier, and in the Declaration of 

Independence. At the Olympics, Americans had to be better. 



CHAPTER 2 

ATHENS — 1896: SEE, THE CONQUERING HEROES COME 

"The athletes were given a royal welcome. Those on the docks cheered 
while a band played 'See, the Conquering Hero Comes,'" (A New York 
Times account of the return of the American team from the first Olym
piad. )1 

The first American Olympic team steamed toward Athens on the 

Fulda in the spring of 1896, leaving behind a nation shaken to its 

foundations by the forces of the Industrial Revolution. The edifice 

of American Civilization in the 1890s seemed flawed to many Americans. 

Twenty years of economic boom and bust culminated in 1893, bringing the 

worst depression of the age of excess. Unemployment soared, armies 

2 
of vagabonds traversed the country, people suffered. 

The nation searched for paths which would return it to success 

and prosperity. Expansionists seized on Frederick Jackson Turner's 

hypothesis that the frontier was the dynamic force in American experience. 

They urged the United States to conquer new territories around the globe 

to replace the extinct American frontier. They turned Mission into 

Manifest Destiny. John Fiske labeled Manifest Destiny the "ultimate 

1. "Boston Athletes Arrive," The New York Times, 7 May 1896, 
sec, 1, p. 3. 

2. Ray Ginger, Age of Excess: The United States From 1877 to 
1914 2nd ed., (New York: Macmillan, 1975), pp. 163-164. 

21 
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3 
triumph of good over evil," Other Americans attacked the basic struc

tures of political and economic institutions. The labor movement, led 

by Eugene V. Debs, and the agrarian based Populists, headed by William 

Jennings Bryan, argued from radically different vantage points for 

fundamental alterations in American institutions. 

In 1895 Theodore Roosevelt jumped into the breach between the 

widely diverging proposals for returns to success and prosperity. He 

told the nation that a blend of traditional morality and a beneficent, 

powerful federal government could solve the dilemmas of the new age. 

Preaching the ethics of the American past, Roosevelt railed against the 

corruption of the wealthy classes that the Gilded Age produced. He 

hurled invectives against the "conscienceless stock speculators," 

"debauching judges" and "corrupting legislatures." He blasted the 

practices of "selfish" merchants and manufacturers. On the other hand 

he charged the anti-establishmentarian elements, such as union organizers, 

with "reckless incendiarism." Having fired his salvos against both the 

corrupt order and its critics, he claimed that the federal government 

could both maintain order against the radicals and also redress the 

4 
economic imbalances industrialization had created. 

Roosevelt insisted that the robber barons, radicals, corrupt 

politicians and other American miscreants had not permanently marred 

the Republic. "A nation's greatness lies in its possibility of 

3. John Fiske, "Manifest Destiny," Harper's, March 1885, p. 590. 

4. Theodore Roosevelt, "American Ideals," The Forum, February 
1895, pp. 743-750. 
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achievement in the present," Roosevelt wrote, "and nothing helps it 

more than the consciousness of achievement in the past." In 1896 the 

past held George Washington, Abraham Lincoln and the heroes of the 

American Revolution and Civil War."* The present had a boat load of 

possibilities aboard the Fulda, bound for the inaugural modern Olympiad. 

News of the Olympic revival "was received with the greatest 

enthusiasm by lovers of athletic sport the world over," announced New 

England Magazine.^ But some Americans thought the ancient athletic 

contests out of place in the modern world. "The Greeks knew nothing 

of the pitiless, unrelenting drain on the nervous forces, which the 

mere running of the complicated machinery of modern civilization in

flicts upon us," theorized Paul Shorey in The Forum. The revival of 

an antiquarian institution seemed out of place in a world where "to be 

ready for his opportunity when it comes, the statesman or captain of 

industry must slave at his desk eight hours a day." "At this price are 

won the prizes of modern life," admonished Shorey, "and the men whose 

hearts are set upon them will not consent even in youth to loiter whole 

days in the gymnasium like Socrates or Critias or Alcibiades." Thus, 

Shorey concluded, "the only classes in the modern world whose interest 

in athletics is wholly genuine and unfeigned are professionals, idle 

young amateurs of wealth, a few educators, and the least studious 

among our college youths,"^ 

5. Ibid., p. 750. 

6. W. S. Bansemer, "The Olympian Games," New England Magazine, 
May 1896, p. 261. 

7. Paul Shorey, "Can We Revive the Olympic Games," The Forum, 
May 1895, p. 261. 
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The collegians who ventured to Athens kept good standing in their 

classes, excepting triple-jumper James B. Connolly who quit Harvard 

g 
when he could not secure permission for the trip. But Shorey's 

attitude toward collegiate athletes typified the animosity much of the 

business community, particularly "self-made" men, felt toward the 

"classical" liberal arts studies which comprised a "gentleman's" educa

tion. "They have been 'educated' as if they were destined for life 

upon some other planet than this," scoffed industrialist Andrew Carne-

9 
gie. Businessmen charged American colleges with teaching useless 

knowledge, encouraging bad habits and, worst of all, inculcating the 

desire to live by wit rather than work. In the late nineteenth century 

higher education began transforming from liberal arts curriculuins into 

more vocationally oriented programs designed to fill niches in industrial 

society as captains of industry replaced clergymen on boards of trustees 

and donations from the business community flowed into university coffers. 

The entreprenuers'influence increased the number of courses in business, 

economics, political science, engineering and technology. Unlike 

Shorey many business leaders applauded the character building 

8. Connolly ranked low academically at Harvard. When his 
dean advised him against going to Athens because he might not be re
admitted he blurted, "I am not resigning and I am not making applica
tion to reenter. But I am going to the Olympic Games, so I am through 
with Harvard right now. Good day sir." Richard D. Mandell, The First 
Modern Olympics (Berkeley: University of California Press), p. 116. 

9. Andrew Carnegie, The Empire of Business (New York: 
Doubleday, 1902), p. 147. 
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extra-curricular activities of athletics and condemned the vices of 

10 
the "fast set." 

The new brand of higher education challenged the genteel tradi

tion of the "Eastern Establishment," a class which the American Olympians 

belonged to. The Eastern Establishment provided many key figures in 

American business and government during the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries. Admission to the powerful clique generally required 

an education from one of the ivy-covered Institutions which dotted the 

eastern seaboard. Like the archtypical ivy-leaguers characterized in 

Owen Johnson's Stover at Yale, the American Olympians participated in 

the "four glorious years, good times, good fellows," of college life. 

The modern world lurked after college, "only four years, and then the 

12 
world with its perplexities and grinding trials." The college youths 

who sailed across the Atlantic on the Fulda were determined to add an 

Olympic adventure to the "good times" of their college days. They 

resembled Baron de Coubertin's ideal Olympic amateurs, modeled on the 

English sporting gentleman, far more than future American Olympians 

would. De Coubertin insisted that the Anglo-American sporting 

gentlemen radiated eutrapelia, an Aristotelian virtue which 

10. For a discussion of the business community's impact on 
American Universities in the Gilded Age see the chapter titled "The 
Higher Learning" in Edward Chase Kirkland, Dream and Thought in the 
Business Community, 1860-1910 (Ithaca, N.Y. : Cornell University Press, 
1956), pp. 83-113. 

11. A revealing look at the Eastern Establishment can be found 
in G. Edward White, The Eastern Establishment and the Western Experience: 
The West of Frederic Remington, Theodore Roosevelt and Owen Wister (New 
Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1968). 

12. Owen Johnson, Stover at Yale (New York: Collier Books,1968), 
p. 10. 
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consisted of vitality, versatility and most importantly, a sense of 

13 
proportion. The American Olympians desires seemed more attuned to 

those of George Horton, the United States Consul at Athens, that "all 

of us who love beauty, who have done no impiety or sacrilege, who 

believe in fair play, and who have stout hearts are Greeks in the 

highest sense," than to Shorey's view of the revived Olympics as an 

14 
atavistic exercise in futility and indulgence. 

No organization existed in 1896 to send an American team to 

Athens. The Princeton team learned of the games from Professor Sloane 

and found financing when a "rich, anonymous donor allowed them money 

to travel,The "well-heeled" Boston Athletic Association (B.A.A.) 

expedition was bankrolled by stockbroker Arthur Burnham and guaranteed 

by the promises of Massachusetts' governor Oliver Ames."^ The elite 

collegians went to the first modern Olympiad with Eastern Establishment 

funding. 

The Panatheniac Stadion in Athens had been refurbished by a 

wealthy Grecian merchant, George Averoff, to showcase the inaugural 

modern Olympiad. Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Chile, Denmark, France, 

Germany, Great Britain, Hungary, Sweden, Switzerland, the United States 

13. John Lucas, "The Influence of Anglo-American Sport on 
Pierre de Coubertin — Modern Olympic Games Founder," in The Modern 
Olympics, ed. Peter J. Graham and Horst Ueberhorst (Cornwall, N.Y. : 
Leisure Press, 1976), p. 17. 

14. George Horton, "Revival of Olympian Games," North American 
Review, March 1896, p. 273. 

15. ''Princeton Will Send Team to Athens," The New York Times, 
17 March 1896, sec. 1, p. 6. 

16. Mandell, The First Modern Olympics, pp, 115-116. 
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and host Greece participated in the Games. Thousands of European and 

American tourists vacationing In the Mediterranean and the Holy Land 

flocked to Athens for the Olympic pageant. The heavy cruiser, 

U.S.S. San Francisco, moored in Athens' harbor, provided the American 

team with additional fans. The Greek organizers created a carnival 

atmosphere highlighted by "innumerable bands of music; concerts; 

illuminations at Athens and Pelraeus; torchlight processions and fire

works." Visitors could also see the Greek Royal family, the King of 

Serbia, Grand Duke George of Russia, and the widow of the late Crown 

Prince Rudolf of Austria with her two daughters. The pageantry and 

the crowds at the stadium lent "something to replace Olympia, and 

almost persuaded one that the old times had come around again when there 

was nothing more serious to do than to outrun, outleap, and outwrestle." 

One American tourist eagerly awaited an Olympic performance of Sophocles' 

Antigone, but found the play a "disappointment to one who had seen 

'Antigone' presented at Vassar College in 1893."^ 

James B. Connolly, who became the first American Olympic 

champion when he won the triple-jump, later fictionalized the Olympic 

gala in An Olympic Victor. He pictured eager American tourists 

"rushing everywhere, with seemingly inexhaustible supplies of energy — 

likewise of money." The Americans tried to buy everything in sight. 

"Many of them seemed not to understand that even an unlimited purse 

is not always potent," They wore "in their lapels little flags of 

17. Rufus B. Richardson, "The New Olympian Games," Scrlbner's, 
September 1896, pp. 268-269. 



their country, and whenever a group of them assembled they were chal

lenging one another to wagers on the chances of this or that competitor 

18 
in the games." 

The Games began on a mild April day in Athens with 40,000 fans 

in the refurbished Stadion and thousands more on the surrounding hills. 

New York Times reports estimated the spectacle drew 100,000 people 

the following day. The American team dominated the track and field 

19 
events the throngs viewed in the Stadion. 

The B.A.A. produced winners in seven events. Thomas E. Burke 

won the 100 and 400 meter races, Thomas P. Curtis triumphed in the 

110 meter hurdles, Ellery H. Clark finished first in the high jump 

and the broad jump, Connolly won the triple jump and William W. Hoyt 

won the pole vault. Princeton's Robert Garrett won the shot put and 

discus competitions. Only Edwin Flack of Australia — who, the Greeks 

insisted, was "the same thing" as an American — winning the 800 and 

1500 meter races, and Greece's Spiridon Loues' climactic Marathon 

victory, kept the Americans from sweeping the track and field events. 

One Athenian newspaper hypothesized American success sprang from a 

physiology which "joined the inherited athletic training of the Anglo-

20 
Saxon to the wild impetuosity of the Redskin." 

18. James B. Connolly, "An Olympic Victor," Scribner's, 
August 1908, p. 209. 

19. Attendance figures were provided in "American Athletes 
Won: Princeton and Boston Boys Successful in Olympian Games," The 
New York Times, 7 April 1896, sec. 1, p. 1, and "The Americans Ahead: 
Progress of the Olympic Games at Athens," The New York Times, 8 April 
1896, sec. 1, p. 3. 

20. Richardson, "The New Olympian Games," pp. 276-278. 



29 

The news of the collegians' victories at Athens filtered back 

to the American press. "Who can read without a glow of patriotic pride 

and classical reminiscence that Robert Garrett of Princeton, N.J. has 

defeated the champion Greek discobolus, Paraskevopoulos, by six or 

21 
seven inches?" wondered a New York Times correspondent. Caspar 

Whitney exhibited the patriotism American Olympic victors inspired, 

telling Harper's Weekly readers; "from the oldest to youngest our 

athletes have taken the lion's share of honors." Whitney added a 

plug for Boston, observing "six men went from the Hub, four of whom 

22 
represented the Boston A.A., and they have secured seven first prizes. 

An American eyewitness in Athens admitted,"it was hard at the very 

outset to see one flag go up as a signal of victory so many times in 

succession." He added, "one of the Princes is said to have remarked 

23 
to an American: I really hope you won't sweep everything." 

Despite the headlines, "The Americans Ahead: Progress of the 

Olympic Games at Athens," "American Athletes Won: Princeton and Boston 

Boys Successful in Olympian Games," and "Honor for Americans: Sus

tained their Reputations at the Olympic Games," the American team 

only won events in track and field — excepting a one-two finish by 

Captains John and Sumner Paine in the 25 meter military revolver 

21. "The Olympian Games," The New York Times, 8 April 1896, 
sec. 1, p. 4, 

22. Caspar Whitney, "Amateur Sport," Harper's Weekly, 
18 April 1896, p. 406. 

23. "The New Olympic Games: How They Impressed an Eyewitness," 
The New York Times, 26 April 1896, sec. 1, p. 16, 



24 
shooting contest. The United States did not field competitors in 

wrestling, weightlifting, cycling, gymnastics, fencing or tennis, and 

Gardiner Williams found the Aegean sea much too cold for springtime 

25 
swimming. The American press decided that triumph in track and 

field indicated victory in the Olympic Games, a tradition which con

tinued in its reporting of later Olympiads. Track and field became 

the focal point of American Olympic success stories, A New York 

Times commentator asserted American victories "in a programme [sic] 

of events that seemed carefully modeled on the classic pentathlon 

indicates their success not over the Hellenes but over continental 

Europeans would have been yet more marked had the programme [sic] 

been modernized, and included for example, a football match which, if 

26 
it had no prototype in Olympia, vividly recalls a Homeric battle." 

Sports authorities found the quality of competition at the 

first Olympiad generally less than world-class. Besides "the only 

remarkable performance of the games," Spiridon Loues' marathon run, 

the contestants' times fell "below the average of winners usually 

seen at important Anglo-Saxon track games." Caspar Whitney observed 

that "there seems to have been really no English entries of the first 

class; and outside of Burke, Hoyt and Clark, there was no one of the 

Americans who could be expected to win in open games in the United 

24. "The Americans Ahead," p. 3; "American Athletes Won," 
p. 1; "Honor For Americans; Sustained Their Reputations at the 
Olympic Games," The New York Times, 11 April 1896, sec, 1, p. 8. 

25. Mandell, The First Modern Olympics, p. 143. 

26. "The Olympian Games,'1 p. 4. 
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States." The media blamed poor planning and organization for the lack

luster quality of athletes at Athens. With "the wide world to draw 

upon, these Olympic Games should have had the representative athletic 

strength of nations — and they could have -— if the management had 

27 
been efficient and opportune," noted Whitney. 

The competition might have been less than first rate, the 

planning might have been less than adequate and the American victory 

might have been less than complete, but the Olympic Games at Athens 

in 1896 laid the foundation for a mythology of American world beaters 

at future Olympiads. One story in American newspapers claimed that 

Robert Garrett sent a telegram home after defeating Guoskos, the 

Greek champion, in the shot put announcing that "Guskos [sic] conquered 

Europe, but I conquered the world." A reporter confessed the telegram 

was a fraud, "but he took great pride in it; for he said it was what 

28 
Garrett ought to have sent." The media's sense of proportion placed 

victory above sportsmanship. 

The American athletes themselves greatly valued their victories. 

An American athlete admitted "'I couldn't have congratulated my 

opponent if he had beaten me on my own ground, as a Greek fellow , . . 

29 
did me.1" But in a telegram to Crown Prince Constantine the 

Americans did thank the Greeks for their "great kindness and warm 

27. Whitney, "Amateur Sport," p. 406. 

28. Richardson, "The New Olympian Games," p. 281. 

29. Miss Maynard Butler, "The New Olympic Games," Outlook, 
30 May 1896, p. 994. 
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30 
hospitality of which we have been continually the recipients." 

Miss Maynard Butler sternly reminded future American Olympians in 

Outlook that "as athletes they must look to their laurels in long 

distance running; and ... as men, they must remember in 1900 and 

1904 the pattern of generosity in defeat set them by the Athenians in 

31 
1896," 

The Americans planned to "look to their laurels in long distance 

running," but losing gracefully seemed almost anti-American, as James 

B. Connolly illustrated in his fictional marathon race when Spiridon 

Loues passed his fallen American competitor (Blake, in reality). 

The American runner had led the race until, overcome by exhaustion, 

he collapsed in a heap beside the road. The Greek police monitoring 

the race had rushed to aid the fallen runner when Loues sprinted past 

the American and "even smiled at him; but such was his humiliation, 

nevertheless, that he was motioning the guards to draw off his jersey, 

on the breast of which he wore the flag of his country. That flag he 

did not want to be seen on hira, as he, a defeated man, was being driven 

into the city." "'Truly,'" Connolly had Loues think, "'this pride of 

country, it adorns like a laurel wreath. No wonder the Americans are 

32 
a great nation.'" 

30. Richardson, "The New Olympian Games," p. 284. 

31. Butler, "The New Olympic Games," p. 995, 

32. Connolly, "An Olympic Victor," Scribner's, September 1908, 
p. 361. 
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The Olympics generated emotions other than national pride. 

Some Americans shared Baron de Coubertin's romantic belief that the 

modern Olympiads "may be a potent, if indirect, factor in securing 

33 
universal peace." Charles Waldstein imagined the Games as a catalyst 

in creating an international federation of mankind. "Is it too 

visionary to hope that these games may contribute to the realization 

of this ideal striving of the nobler citizens in our civilized com

munities: that they may intensify this longing for a great federation 

as they combine all nationalities in peaceful emulation, out of which 

34 
the physical welfare of our men will ensue?" But even the idealistic 

de Coubertin recognized that patriotism and nationalism were inherent 

in the games. "The victors in the Stadion at Athens wished for no 

other recompense when they heard the people cheer the flag of their 

35 
country in honor of their achievement." 

Americans cheered their Olympic victors. When the Fulda returned 

to the United States crowds gave the athletes a "royal welcome." The 

fans on the docks payed tribute to the champions while a band struck 

36 
up "See, the Conquering Hero Comes," Baron de Coubertin's Olympic 

maxim asserted: "The essential thing is not to have conquered but to 

33. Baron Pierre de Coubertin, "The Olympic Games of 1896," 
Century, November 1896, p. 53. 

34, Charles Waldstein, "The Olympic Games at Athens," 
Harper's Weekly, 18 April 1896, p. 391. 

35. Coubertin, "The Olympic Games of 1896," p. 53. 

36, "Boston Athletes Arrive," p. 3. 
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have fought well." The Americans had conquered. Fighting well was 

for losers. The results of the Athenian athletic adventure allowed 

Americans to judge themselves superior to the rest of the world in 

everything from performing Sophocles' Antigone to hurling discuses. 

According to the media, American Olympic superiority confirmed 

the providence of the nation's spirit. Connolly illustrated that 

belief in his fictional rendition of the discus contest at the first 

Olympiad. The American athelete's grace under pressure in his duel 

with the Greek champion symbolized the qualities that made his nation 

vital. After a mammoth heave by the Grecian discobulus the American 

stepped to the center of the stadium for one last throw. "In his 

preparation was seen evidence of that which was making his nation so 

great," wrote Connolly. "He was not to be shaken in his preparation 

by the cheers of the tens of thousands for the victorious Gouskous. 

Calmly he took position and cooly surveyed the prospect." The American 

Olympian's "eye seemed to remained glued on a point far down the centre 

line. At the instant of execution a panic seized the Stadium. Sup

pose he should throw so accurately that the discus would sail straight 

down the centre line? Which was exactly what he did." Connolly had 

an Athenian newspaper pay homage to the "melting pot" as the crucible 

of the Olympic discus triumph, "Ah, well might the Americans say 

that their mixed blood was welding a nation that is to be invincible 

37. Associated Press and Grolier, Pursuit of Excellence: The 
Olympic Story (Danbury, Conn.: Grolier Enterprises, 1979), p, 13. 



In time," trumpeted the fictional periodical. "Their vitality to-day 

38 
in the games is but symbolical." 

The American sense of proportion demanded victory from its 

athletes, contradicting Baron de Coubertin's notion of eutrapelia. 

In the American mind the special providence of American Civilization 

had been wed with Olympian achievement. The Olympian's deeds had 

been translated into righteous affirmations of American ideals. The 

first crop of American Olympic mythology had been planted. 

38. Connolly, "An Olympic Victor," p, 210. 



CHAPTER 3 

PARIS — 1900 AND ST, LOUIS — 1904: OLYMPIC SIDESHOWS 
AT WORLD'S FAIRS 

"Let the best man win, whoever he is." 
(Owen Wister's vision of American society, The Virginian, 1902) 

French sports authorities, despite protests from Baron Pierre 

de Coubertin and the International Olympic Committee, relegated the 

Olympic Games awarded tc Paris in 1900 to a sideshow at the Paris 

International Exposition. The third Olympiad, held at St, Louis in 

1904 in conjunction with the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, suffered 

a similar fate. Lost amidst the myriads of exhibits and events at 

World's Fairs, the Olympic flame flickered and almost died. 

The International Olympic Committee extended invitations for 

the second Olympiad to an America mobilized to meet the challenges of 

the twentieth century with Theodore Roosevelt's doctrine of the 

strenuous life ringing in their ears. "I preach to you, then, my 

countrymen," thundered Roosevelt, "that our country calls not for 

the life of ease but for the life of strenuous endeavor. The twentieth 

century looms before us big with the fate of many nations. If we 

stand idly by," he warned, "if we seek merely swollen, slothful ease 

where men must win at hazard of their lives and at risk of all they 

hold dear, then the bolder and stronger peoples will pass us by, and 

1. Owen Wister, The Virginian (New York: Grosset & Dunlap, 
1904), p. 147. 

36 
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2 
will win for themselves the domination of the world." A host of 

American Olympians journeyed to Paris in 1900 to prove that their 

nation was indeed populated by the boldest and strongest. 

American collegians again dominated the United States contin

gent at the Paris Games. Pennsylvania University, Princeton, George

town, Syracuse, the University of Michigan and the University of Chicago 

sent teams to Paris. New England track clubs sent "individual stars 

whose records have been made under the colors of Yale and Harvard," 

and the New York Athletic Club (N.Y.A.C.) sent athletes from Yale and 

Columbia. Two New York City policemen also went to Paris under the 

auspices of the N.Y.A.C. Each club and university provided its own 

funding for the journey to Paris. Most of the teams planned to compete 

in the English Championships at Stamford Bridge grounds in early July 

before venturing to Paris for the opening of the Paris Olympiad, 

3 
scheduled for Bastille Day, July 14. 

The American press expected great deeds from its athletes at 

the Paris championships, although it was unclear whether it was an 

4 
Olympic Games or simply an international track meet. The New York 

2. Theodore Roosevelt, "The Strenuous Life," a speech before 
the Hamilton Club, Chicago, April 10, 1899; cited in Herman Hagedorn, 
ed., The Works of Theodore Roosevelt, Vol. XIII: American Ideals, 
the Strenuous Life, Realizable Ideals (New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1926), p. 331. 

3. The New York City policemen were weight men John Flanagan 
and Dick Sheldon. "American Athletes Abroad," The New York Times, 
24 June 1900, sec 1,, p. 8. 

4. W, B. Curtis, "A Peaceful Invasion," Harper's Weekly, 
7 July 1900, p. 632, 



Times, forgetting facts, embellished the legends of the 1896 Olympics, 

remembering "Americans won every available event from a field made up 

of the pick of European athletes.""' W. B. Curtis proclaimed that 

"during the past twenty years many parties of American athletes have 

visited Europe, but no one of these expeditions ever approached, in 

dignity or strength, the American army of athletic invasion whose 

advance-guard is already on British soil, with other divisions following 

fast." Curtis bragged that "the party includes the athletic strength 

of the country, and if they are beaten, the United States will be 

beaten. 

French sports officials scheduled the Games to begin on Sunday, 

July 15, but "the agitation in the United States became such, over 

competition on the Sabbath, and the refusal of the teams so general," 

that they moved the starting date to Saturday. But Saturday, July 14, 

was Bastille Day, a national holiday in France, and a great military 

parade near the site of the Games at the Paris Racing Club in Pre 

Catalan forced the French to move many events back to their original 

schedules on Sunday. The Americans arriving on the continent from the 

English championships discovered that the problem of Sabbath competition 

had not been resolved. Teams from Princeton, Penn and Syracuse refused 

to compete. Amos Alonzo Stagg, the coach of the University of Chicago's 

contingent, complained that'feverybody here feels that it is a most 

contemptible trick." He claimed "not a single American university 

would have sent a team had it been definitely announced that the 

5. "American Athletes Abroad," p. 8. 

6. Curtis, "A Peaceful Invasion," p. 633. 
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Games would not be held on Sunday. Even at this late date, it is 

likely that the American teams will unitedly refuse to compete if the 

French officials persist in carrying out what seems to us a very nasty 

piece of business."^ The French relented and allowed American contestants 

in field events to compete on Saturday and Monday, their results to 

be figured into the events scheduled for Sunday. The French also reset 

many races to follow the parade on Saturday afternoon for American 

8 
convenience. 

The Games began on July 14 at the Paris Racing Club, a "charmingly 

situated glade in the Bois de Boulogne." Fewer than a thousand specta

tors attended the first day's events, a marked contrast from the Athenian 

multitudes. The fans that did attend were "chiefly . . . bright, young 

American girls, who wore the colors of various American colleges com

peting and gave unstinted applause as their countrymen secured vic-

9 
tories." American Olympians won seventeen of twenty-two track and 

field events at the Paris Olympiad."^ A New York Times commentator 

7. Amos Alonzo Stagg has been acknowledged as the "godfather" 
of American football. He was one of the winningest coaches in college 
football history. For a biography of Stagg see Ellis Lucia, Mr. Foot
ball: Amos Alonzo Stagg (New York: A. S. Barnes, 1970). The quote 
about the Sabbath controversy at the second Olympiad comes from William 
Oscar Johnson, "The Taking Part," Sports Illustrated, 10 July 1972, p. 38. 

8. "Our Athletes in Paris," The New York Times, 12 July 1900, 
sec. 1, p. 5. 

9. "American Athletes Win," The New York Times, 15 July 1900, 
sec. 1, p. 4. 

10. Bill Henry and Patricia Yeomans, An Approved History of 
the Olympic Games (Sherman Oaks, Cal.: Alfred Publishing, 1983), p. 47. 
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remarked that "the feature of the meeting was not only the number of 

events the Americans won, but the ease with which they outstripped 

their competitors, often finishing first and second, laughing side 

by side, and in a canter. 

American behavior during their victory parade annoyed the 

French, A sportswriter from the United States observed that the 

American custom of shouting college cheers appalled European specta

tors. "At the first yell they apparently imagined some Invasion of 

wild Indians had occurred, but, after hearing the various cries about 

a hundred times, they appreciated the fact that it was simply an 

outburst of American enthusiasm." Frenchmen "could not become recon

ciled to this form of cheering, and they were heard to exclaim fre

quently, 'What a band of savages]'" The Americans also looked different. 

They dressed in "natty college costumes," which marked "a decided con-

12 
trast to the home made attire of some of the best European athletes." 

On Sunday, July 15, the agreement which allowed Americans to 

compete in field events scheduled for Sunday on Monday unraveled. 

The French Olympic Committee met Saturday night and, after contestants 

from other nations protested that the original agreement gave the 

Americans unfair advantages, decided that events scheduled for Sunday 

had to be completed on Sunday. The French officials failed to inform 

some members of the American team of their changes in policy. Several 

American athletes returned to their hotel rooms believing they could 

11. "American Athletes Win," p. 4. 

12. Ibid. 
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take on all comers on Monday. When it became clear that the original 

agreement had been altered, many of the Americans refused to compete 

or were prevented from participating in Sunday competition by their 

colleges,^ 

Amos Alonzo Stagg's prediction of American unity proved 

wrong however. Some Americans decided to compete on Sunday, which 

generated a great deal of hostility on the American Olympic squad. The 

manager of Princeton's team indicted the University of Pennsylvania 

contingent for treason, charging, "Pennsylvania protested most strongly 

against Sunday games, but finally entered. I think her representatives 

14 
should have stood with those of the other colleges." Penn's manager 

replied that he had the "authority to prevent the man taking part on 

my own responsibility, and so told them, at the same time advising 

them that they should not contest." Five of Penn's thirteen man team 

15 
went ahead and participated. 

13. The decisions to compete or not seem to have been left 
up to the athletes, although Syracuse certainly prohitibed its men 
from taking part on Sunday, Richard Sheldon of the N.Y.A.C. "was 
the only American to strip for the final" of the shot-put. J. C. Mc-
Cracken of Penn and Robert Garrett of Princeton — the winner in 
1896 — refused to participate. Lee, Frederick and Moloney of the 
University of Michigan and Dixon Boardman of Yale opted not to run 
the 400 meter final on Sunday but Maxwell Long of Columbia and William 
Holland of Georgetown did. Long defeated Holland by one yard. 
"Yankee Athletes Barred," The New York Times, 16 July 1900, sec. 1, 
p. 1. 

14. "American's Again Lead," The New York Times, 17 July 1900, 
sec. 1, p. 5. 

15, "Yankee Athletes Barred," p. 1. 
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The Americans protested the changed agreement in a letter to 

A. G. Spalding, Director of Sports at the Paris Exposition, to no 

16 
avail. A New York Times sportswriter revealed that "as the Americans 

were so successful some of the bad feeling disappeared, but they might 

have had more seconds and thirds if the change had not been made at the 

last minute, and scarcely without warning.The Sabbath controversy 

dwindled when the French ignored American protests. The Games continued 

with more American victories. The United States swept the hammer throw, 

but the Swedish competitors drew the most attention from the predominantly 

American crowd. The apparent unfamiliarity of the Swedes "with the 

hammer caused some amusement among the spectators, not unmixed with a 

certain amount of apprehension; and once or twice the crowd scattered 

as the hammer showed a tendency to eccentricity in the direction it 

18 
took," The track and field competition at the second Olympiad 

concluded on July 22 with the handicap races "in which the Americans 

16. A. G. Spalding (1850-1915), baseball player, manager, club 
owner, promoter, co-founder of the National League, and sporting goods 
magnate, organized the American contingent to the Paris Games in his 
capacity as Director of Sports for the United States, France presented 
Spalding with the rosette of the Legion of Honor for his service in 
Paris. Dumas Malone, ed., Dictionary of American Biography, Vol. 17 
(New York; Charles Scribner's Son's, 1946), pp, 420-421. 

17. "Yankee Athletes Barred," p. 1. 

18. "Americans Again Lead," p. 5, 
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had received too severe treatment to tempt them to exhaust themselves 

19 
in running losing races." 

The United States, according to American sources, won the Olympic 

Games again — even though when the medals in all the Olympic sports were 

20 
counted France won twenty-six first places to the American's twenty. 

The United States championship in track and field represented Olympic 

victory in the estimation of American observers. 

After the 200 meter hurdle final, A. C. Kraenzlein of the Uni

versity of Pennsylvania announced his retirement. "That was my last 

race," the winner of the 110 and 200 meter hurdles, 60 meter dash and 

running broad jump at Paris told the newspapers. "I am through with 

21  
athletics, and shall devote myself to something more serious." But 

Olympic athletics was serious business, as Kraenzlein knew well. He 

had won the running broad jump on Sunday, defeating favored Myer 

Prinstein of Syracuse who was barred by his college from competing on 

the Sabbath. When Prinstein learned of Kraenzlein's victory, he 

challenged the Penn star to a jump-off on Monday. Kraenzlein refused 

and Prinstein's teammates had to restrain the enraged Syracuse track 

22 
star from assaulting the Olympic hero, 

19, Handicap races were an interesting way of equalizing com
petition. The times of each contestant in the regular races, or dis
tances in regular field events, were considered and each contestant 
was given a handicap. The handicap races seemed especially attuned to 
Coubertin's Olympic spirit. "Paris Games Terminate," The New York 
Times, 23 July 1900, sec. 1, p. 7. 

20, Henry and Yeomans, History of the Olympic Games, pp. 47-49. 

21, "Americans Again Lead," p. 5. 

22. "Yankee Athletes Barred," p. 1. 
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The Olympics were a serious business for Myer Prinstein, and 

for American pride. H. H. Boyesen discovered that American Olympic 

victories had engendered a belief in the United States that "we are as 

23 
a race comfortably sure of our physical superiority." 

Assuring the nation that they were in fact the boldest and 

strongest proved a more important task than defending the sanctity of 

the Sabbath for American Olympians. The brouhaha over Sunday competi

tion raged more bitterly between athletes who had been denied a chance 

at Olympic victory and those who had won on Sunday than it did between 

French and American Olympic officials. The American press never chas

tised its own Sabbath contestants. The controversy faded in the wake 

of America's magnificent Olympian achievements. The ethics of the 

religious stand seemed important but victory appeared more worthy, for 

it indicated principle in action. Theodore Roosevelt would have ap

plauded. 

The American equating of Olympic championships and the superior

ity of their national spirit insured that a conception of the Olympian 

amateur took hold in the United States which differed markedly from 

Baron de Coubertin's ideal athlete. The Baron's sporting gentleman 

possessed an Aristotelian sense of proportion which commanded an em

phasis not on "conquering" but on "fighting well." American Olympians, 

seeking to confirm the ideals and aspirations of Mission, had a 

different sense of proportion; one that violated the sophrosyne 

23, Hjalmar Hjorth Boyesen, "The Most Athletic Nation in the 
World," Cosmopolitan, May 1904, p. 83, 
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24 
the essential, classical balance — of Coubertin's maxim. For the 

upholders of national providence, fighting well only counted if they 

also conquered. Americans knew winning was not everything, but the 

only thing. Only the victorious could deliver Olympic testimonials 

to the innate superiority of the American way of life. 

In 1900 Baron de Coubertin announced that the third Olympiad 

had been awarded to the United States. The founder of the modern 

Olympic movement envisioned the 1904 Olympics as "a manifestation which 

will be both worthy of the novel and ancient Olympian past and of the 

25 
glorious future of the great American Republic." In 1904 the 

Olympic Games came to the "gateway of the West," St. Louis. That 

former frontier town, in the popular conception of many Americans, had 

launched the nation into the Great West; where democracy flourished, 

invigorating the Republic with the American spirit. For many, the 

West still symbolized democracy. Western-bred Tom Regan told young 

Dink Stover in Stover at Yale, "we believe in something out there, and 

we get up and fight for it — independence, new ideas, clean government, 

hard fighters. 

24. Coubertin's maxim read: "The essential thing is not to 
have conquered but to have fought well." Sophrosyne is the classical 
Greek word for balance, right-mindedness and adherence to Aristotle's 
"golden mean." It is a particulary apt term for describing the quality 
that the romantic, classically inspired Baron de Coubertin envisioned 
in the perfect Olympic athlete. See Edith Hamilton, The Greek Way 
(New York: W, W. Norton, 1942). 

25. Baron Pierre de Coubertin, "The Meeting of the Olympian 
Games," North American Review, June 1900, p. 811, 

26. Owen Johnson, Jr., Stover at Yale (New York: Collier 
Books, 1968), p. 120, 
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The West inspired Owen Wister, Harvard law school graduate, 

silk-stocking Philadelphian, frontier illuminator, to remind the nation 

in his best-selling The Virginian (1902) that "the glorious future of 

the great American Republic" depended on adhering to the democratic 

ideal. Wister saw "all Americans divided into two classes — the quality 

and the equality." He asserted that "it was through the Declaration 

of Independence that we Americans acknowledged the eternal inequality 

of man. That document abolished a cut-and-dried aristocracy," In 

the past, he proclaimed, "we had seen little men artificially held up 

in high places, and great artificially held down in low places, and 

our own justice-loving hearts abhorred this violence to human nature." 

In light of those abominations against nature Wister trumpeted, "we 

decreed that every man should thenceforth have equal liberty to find 

his own level. By this very decree we acknowledged and gave freedom 

to true aristocracy, saying, 'Let the best man win, whoever he is.' 

Let the best man win! That is America's word. That is true 

democracy. 

In many places in early twentieth century America, letting the 

best man win also meant excluding everyone who was not white, of 

northern European descent, Protestant, male and American born from the 

game. The southern and eastern European immigrants arriving in the 

United States in large numbers during the early 1900s filled the lowest 

ranks in the American labor structure. Slavs, Czechs, Poles and 

27. Wister, The Virginian, p. 147, 
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Hungarians joined the Irish in mines and mills. Eastern European 

Jews filled the garment industry. Italians worked in labor gangs, 

28 
digging ditches and maintaining railroads. 

American blacks, ninety-percent of whom still lived in the 

South, were no better off than immigrants. They worked in agriculture 

mainly, or in turpentine camps or on the docks and wharves of southern 

ports. When industry recruited them, it was often as strikebreakers. 

2 
About thirty percent of blacks worked as personal or domestic servants. 

Sociologist Franklin Giddings of Columbia University declared: 

"The American idea is 'a chance for every man,' irrespective of his 

birth or belief, and backed up by his ballot, whereby he creates cer-

30 
tain objectives of his equality." In the South blacks lost the power 

of the ballot when their protector, the Republican party, discovered it 

no longer needed them to secure the presidency. Left to their own 

discretion, Southern regimes disenfranchised blacks — South Carolina 

in 1895, Louisiana in 1898, North Carolina in 1900, Alabama and Virginia 

in 1901, Georgia in 1908, Oklahoma in 1910 — through constitutional 

amendments. In 1896, when America's first Olympians competed in Athens, 

there were 130,000 registered black voters in Louisiana, In 1904, 

with the third Olympiad set to adorn the centennial Louisiana Purchase 

28. Ray Ginger, Age of Excess: The United States From 1877 
to 1914 2nd ed. (New York: Macmillan, 1975), p. 249. 

29. Ibid., pp. 242-243, 

30. Franklin H. Giddings, "The American Idea," Harper's 
Weekly, 5 November 1904, p. 1702, 
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31 
Exposition, 1,342 blacks were registered to vote in Louisiana. Events 

at the St. Louis Olympics would reflect both the American hope for 

equality and the reality of racism in the United States. 

The third Olympiad was originally set for New York, then Phila

delphia, then Chicago. But the Games found a home, at the urging of 

President Theodore Roosevelt, with the Louisiana Purchase Exposition 

32 
in St, Louis. Henry J. Furber, Jr., the president of the International 

Olympian Games Association, Insisted the Olympics would be an American 

extravaganza. He told the nation, "in the broadest and truest sense, 

therefore, this is an international matter and one which should make 

a universal appeal to the pride and patriotism of every American," 

Furber claimed the American version of the Olympics would be an egali

tarian enterprize. Ticket prices would be reasonable — an obvious 

reference to the exorbitant ticket costs and small crowds at Paris in 

1900. He announced that at the St, Louis Olympics, "the interests of 

the masses are foremost in consideration of those entrusted with the 

management of this great enterprise, which is not designed for profit 

but for the scientific and ethical advancement of the race — and 

33 
especially of this nation." 

31, Ginger, Age of Excess, p. 245. 

32, Mark Bennit, ed., History of the Louisiana Purchase Expo-
sition (St. Louis: Universal Exposition Publishing Co., 1905; reprint 
ed., Arno Press, 1976), p, 566. 

33, Henry J. Furber, Jr., "Modern Olympian Games Movement," 
The Independent, 13 February 1902, pp, 384-386. 
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Furber predicted American Olympic victory at St, Louis. He 

recognized that "it is not easy for the average American to feel sur

prise when any Internatonal event Is 'captured' by America." American 

athletic success "seems to him natural, if not inevitable, so accustomed 

34 
has he grown to the conquests which have been won by 'Yankee' push.'" 

Americans expected another Olympic conquest at St. Louis in the summer 

of 1904. 

The Games opened on August 29, 1904, and ran until September 3, 

surrounded by Louisiana Purchase Exposition exhibits which ranged from 

Pullman passenger coaches to pygmies, The New York Times prophesized 

the 1904 Games would "undoubtedly prove to be the greatest athletic 

35 
meeting of modern times." St. Louis sported "the greatest track ever 

built for athletic sports in America." Olympic organizers boasted, 

"in a large building erected for the purpose was installed a perfect 

gymaslum [sic], the equipment embracing every piece of gymnastic apparatus 

known." Amateur Athletic Union officials, who organized and administered 

the Olympiad, felt the event "brought together the greatest athletes 

of the world, 

However, few foreign entrants competed in the 1904 Games. It 

was principally an American track meet in which U.S, athletes dominated 

the competition. Competitors from Austria, Canada, Cuba, Germany, Great 

34. Ibid. 

35. "Olympic Games of 1904," The New York Times, 20 July 1904, 
sec. 1, p. 3, 

36. Bennlt, History of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, 
p. 568. 
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Britain, Greece, Hungary and Switzerland joined the Americans in taking 

part, but the foreign contingents were small and unrepresentative. The 

Chicago Daily Tribune's prediction that the "great contest will resolve 

into an all American struggle, despite the foreigners," proved accu-

37 
rate. The United States won seventy gold medals, seventy-five silver, 

and sixty-four bronze in the third Olympiad. The next closest nations 

in the medal hunt were Cuba, with five gold, two silver and three 

bronze medals and Germany with four gold, four silver and five bronze 

medals. The United States dominated its beloved track and field com

petition, winning twenty-one out of twenty-two events, placing second 

38 
in twenty-one and third in twenty-one. The New York Athletic Club 

won. the "award of the magnificent loving-cup emblematic of the Olympic 

championship." The Chicago Athletic Association finished second, the 

Milwaukee Athletic Club third and the Greater New York Irish Athletic 

39 
Club fourth in the "international" contest. 

Egalitarian ticket prices and ideal weather packed the stands 

for a "meet probably unequaled in the sporting annals of this or any 

40 
other country." Collegiate athletes competing for various American 

clubs once again dominated the Olympics, strengthening ''the prediction 

37, "Olympian Games Begin Today," Chicago Daily Tribune, 
29 August 1904, sec, 1, p. 8, 

38, Associated Press and Grolier, Pursuit of Excellence, The 
Olympic Story (Danbury, Conn.: Grolier Enterprises, 1979), p. 53, 

39, "World's Championship Trophy for N.Y.A.C.," The New York 
Times, 22 November 1904, sec. 1, p, 7. 

40, "Olympic Games of 1904," p. 3. 
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that has often been made that the champion athletes of the future will 

41 
be furnished by American colleges," But the American team was not as 

heavily collegian as in the 1896 or 1900 Games. The 1904 squad was 

42 
the most representative Olympic team yet fielded by the United States. 

An odd feature associated with the St. Louis Olympics was 

Anthropology Days, "when savage tribes from all over the world competed 

in various events." American fans eagerly awaited the spectacle of 

Anthropology Days. They "had heard of the marvelous qualities of the 

Indian as a runner and of his splendid power of endurance." They 

"had read much of the stamina of the Kaffir, of the remarkable athletic 

feats of the Filipinos, and of the great agility and muscular strength 

of the giant Patagonians," The savage Olympiad proved a great disap

pointment. The athletic events pitting the primitives against each 

other "were only successful in that they were destructive of the 

common belief that the greatest natural athletes were to be found among 

43 
the uncivilized tribes in various parts of the world." 

The official report of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition on 

Anthropology Days noted, "the representatives of the savage and uncivi

lized tribes proved themselves inferior athletes, greatly overrated." 

41. Bennit, History of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, p. 567. 

42. Most of the athletes competed as members of clubs. Many 
were collegiate or former collegiate athletes but few participated under 
the colors of their colleges. See "New York Athletes' Victory Pro
tested." The New York Times, 4 September 1904, sec, 1, p. 10, 
"World's Championship Trophy for N,Y.A,C,, p, 7, and "Olympic Games 
of 1904," p. 3. 

43. Bennit, History of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, p. 567. 



An African pygmy ran the hundred yard dash in a time "that can be 

beaten by any twelve-year-old American school boy." Spectators who 

watched the "giant Patagonians" put the shot found their "best perfor

mance was so ridiculously poor that it astonished all who witnessed 

it," John Flanagan's toss, the second place heave in the regular 

Olympic 56 pound weight throw, "exceeded the combined throws of three 

Patagonians." The Sioux Indian who won the hundred yard dash did it 

"in a remarkably slow time," and the Sioux who won the running broad 

jump could not equal Olympic victor Ray Ewry's standing broad jump 

44 
record. The Americans had not just conquered the competitors from 

civilized nations. They also triumphed over the "natural" athletes of 

45 
the primal world. Truly they were the "chosen." 

Baron de Coubertin, who avoided the St. Louis Olympics, pain

fully pardoned the Americans, remarking that "in no place but America 

would one have dared to place such events on a program, but to Americans 

everything is permissible, their youthful exuberance calling certainly 

for the indulgence of the Ancient Greek ancestors, if, by chance, they 

44. Ibid., p. 573. 

45. Donald J. Mrozek has defined Anthropology Days as part of 
the American attempt to associate certain sports with certain races. 
"Oddities though they were, the events may be taken as an authentic 
effort to assess the relative merits of different races; the nature of 
the game might reveal the character of the race." But even more impor
tantly, the staging of Anthropology Days revealed the romantic notion 
that "natural" men were the world's greatest athletes; and underscored 
the idea that sport was somehow related to nature and, therefore, 
"pure," Donald J. Mrozek, Sport and the American Mentality, 1880-1910 
(Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1983), pp. 165-166. 
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46 
found themselves among the amused spectators." The Olympiad which 

witnessed the blatant American racism of Anthropology Days also pro

duced the first black medaljist in history. Wisconsin's George Poage 

finished third in both the 200 and 400 meter hurdles to earn that 

47 
distinction. 

The third Olympiad exhibited various forms of American racism, 

Anglo-Saxonist expansionists like John Fiske might have been disheartened 

48 
in 1904 that the United States did not yet stretch "from pole to pole." 

But at the St. Louis World's Fair they could see primitive peoples from 

lands "stretching from Alaska to Patagonia" on display and point to the 

results of Anthropology Days as assurance of their civilization's 

. . 49 
superiority. 

The American novelist Jack London followed Owen Wister's 1902 

bestseller, The Virginian, with another tale from the frontier which 

made American bestseller lists in 1904 — The Call of the Wild. "They 

were savages," wrote London, "all of them, who knew no law but the 

46. Baron Pierre de Coubertin, Une Campagne de 21 Ans (Paris: 
Librairie de l'Education Physique, 1908), p, 161, as quoted in Allen 
Guttmann, The Games Must Go On; Avery Brundage and the Olympic Movement 
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1984), p, 20, 

47, The picture of the 200 meter hurdle final shows Poage 
finishing third. "Two Surprises at Last Week's Olympian Games at the 
St. Louis Fair," Chicago Sunday Tribune, 4 September 1904, sec. 2, p. 8. 

48. John Fiske, "Manifest Destiny," Harper's, March 1885, p. 590. 

49, Bennit, History of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, 
p. 674, 
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club and fang.""^ American audiences at Anthropology Days wanted to 

see "the law of club and fang" in the actions of savages at that Olympic 

parody. Some Americans wanted "the law of club and fang" applied to 

foreign policy. Some even desired its implementation within the nation."^ 

The St. Louis Olympiad certainly demonstrated American versions 

of Anglo-Saxon racism. But American racism was eclectic, as George 

Poage could testify. Sometimes the contest did go to the best man, 

without the field being limited by prejudice. The 200 and 400 meter 

hurdle finals at St. Louis showcased Wister's version of the American 

experience, while Anthropology Days seemed to confirm London's laws. 

Hope of equality existed amidst the racism the third Olympiad sometimes 

typified. The same hope for America Franklin Giddings cautiously 

approached when he wrote: "Those who have not faltered in the faith that 

the highest development of humanity will come through the evolution of 

a really democratic republic, and that America will be its home, see in 

this commingling of the bloods and restless spirits of all European 

52 
lands, with much that is evil, an overwhelming preponderance of good," 

50, Jack London, The Call of the Wild (New York; MacMillan, 
1904), p. 43. 

51, The "law of club and fang" symbolized a Darwinistic world-
view which stressed the governing force of the rule that the fittest 
survive. The prophets of Manifest Destiny, John Fiske, John Hay, Alfred 
T. Mahan and others, certain that the United States was the "fittest," 
argued for conquest of foriegn territories, Yale's Wilson Graham Sumner, 
and other disciples of Herbert Spencer, thought that society would 
benefit from the unrestrained function of the natural laws Darwin dis
covered. See Ginger, Age of Excess, Henry Steele Commager, The American 
Mind; An Interpretation of American Thought and Character Since the 
1880s (New Haven, Conn,: Yale University Press, 1950), and Robert Wiebe, 
The Search for Order, 1877-1920 (New York: Hill and Wang, 1967). 

52. Giddings, "The American Idea," p. 1713, 
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The association of Olympiads and World's Fairs nearly destroyed 

Coubertin's creation. After the "all American" 1904 Games it took 

an "interim" Olympics at Athens in 1906 to revive international 

interest in the Olympic movement. But despite poor planning and waning 

world attention the American victories at the 1900 and 1904 Olympiads 

helped cement the symbolic link between the democratic ideals of American 

Civilization and the exploits of the nation's athletic missionaries. 

American Olympians seized the axioms of Theodore Roosevelt's doctrine 

of the "strenuous life" and proved, at least in the minds of the American 

people, that the United States could indeed produce the strongest and 

boldest. 



CHAPTER 4 

LONDON — 1908: THE "DEADLY SERIOUSNESS OF THE AMERICAN 
SPIRIT" SEIZES THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

"We don't need to talk, we've won." (President Theodore Roosevelt con
gratulating the American Olympic team on their performance at London, 
1908)1 

In 1906 Vincent Van Marter Beede advised the nation that American 

boys should not spend all their time studying. "If a boy is 'on the 

team,' and plays fair," wrote Beede, "all the better for him." For 

"the lad who is without athletics is in peril of his soul." In his 

estimation the Olympic Games represented the ideal athletic contests. 

It was possible to outline "the beneficent influences which the old 

Greek games are exerting today in our preparatory schools and colleges, 

in business and professional life — largely through the correspondence 

courses — among women, in the institutional church, and, best of all, 

2 
at home." Beede believed sport was a social panacea. 

Beede probably overestimated the influence and popularity of the 

early Olympics on American society. The novelty and spectacle of the 

first Olympiad had captured popular imagination in America for a short 

time, but the association of the second and third Olympiads with World's 

Fairs nearly destroyed the athletic festivals. Overshadowed by the 

expositions and neglected by organizers, the world nearly abandoned 

1. "Mr. Roosevelt and the Athletes," The New York Times, 
2 September 1908, sec. 1, p. 6. 

2. Vincent Van Marter Beede, "Greek Games Old and New," 
The Chautauquan, May 1906, pp. 243-252. 
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the Olympic Games. An "interim" Games at Athens in 1906, although not 

officially Olympic, saved Baron de Coubertin's project from extinction. 

The Athenians staged a well run and well attended interim contest. 

It revived interest in the Olympic movement and portended great success 

for the 1908 Olympiad. The organizers of the fourth Olympiad, remembering 

the ill managed Paris Games and the parochial St. Louis Olympics, planned 

3 
a magnificent international gathering in London. 

The American press had covered the 1900 and 1904 Olympics haphaz

ardly. The first three American teams had been composed of men selected 

and financed by individual colleges and clubs. Those factors pre

vented the early Olympic Games from being truly national ventures. That 

would change in 1906. The first "official" United States team competed 

at Athens in the interim Games. The athletes were selected on the basis 

of their reputations by the American Olympic Committee (A.O.C.). Public 

funds solicited by the A.O.C. and the Amateur Athletic Union (A.A.U.) 

4 
financed the trip to Athens. The bureaucratization which in the 1890s 

and early 1900s had begun to mark American political, economic and 

social institutions infected the American Olympic enterprise by 1906."* 

3. The Games were originally scheduled for Rome but the 1906 
eruption of Mount Vesuvius made that plan untenable. William Oscar 
Johnson, All That Glitters Is Not Gold: The Olympic Games (New York: 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1972), pp. 126-127. 

4. "American Olympic Committee Reportedly Receives Little 
Money from Sources Outside A.A.U.," The New York Times, 17 May 1908, 
sec. 4, p. 2. 

5. Robert Wiebe's central thesis is that American society 
became increasingly bureaucratized in order to meet the dislocations of 
the industrial revolution produced. The Search for Order, 1877-1920 
(New Yokr: Hill and Wang, 1967). 
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American Olympic officials chose the 1908 Olympic contingent in 

£ 
try-outs at Philadelphia. Their expenses were underwritten with funds 

collected by the A.O.C. and A.A.U.^ The American press covered the 

Games extensively. They stressed that the representative nature of the 

American delegation "comprised Anglo-Saxon, Teuton, Slav, Celt, Black 

8 
Ethiopian and red Indian." Remembering American success in past 

Olympiads, Arthur Ruhl identified "form" as the prime ingredient of 

athletic success. "It is not, of course, any superiority in strength 

which has brought this about," revealed Ruhl of American athletic domina

tion, "merely painstaking thoroughness and care for 'form.'" He defined 

form as "the same thing which has made them jump higher and run more 

gracefully — a characteristic thing — and one, therefore, that makes 

9 
their success, so far as it goes, really American." 

Athletic "form" combined knowledge and skill with hard work and 

innovation to produce American Olympic victories. The desire for vic

tory brought scientific scrutiny tp athletic techniques and allowed 

Americans to run faster, throw farther, jump higher and hurdle more 

6. "American Competitors for the Olympic Games," Collier's, 
20 June 1908, p, 13, 

7. "American Olympic Committee Reportedly Receives Little Money 
from Sources Outside A.A.U.," p. 2. 

8. "The Olympic Games,'" Outlook, 25 July 1908, p. 636. 

9. Arthur Ruhl, "The Men Who Set the Marks," Outing, 
July 1908, p, 402. 
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fluidly."^ Form represented the application of the pragmatic method to 

sports. Americans regarded pragmatism as the essential ingredient in 

the recipe for success in sports, politics, or any aspect of American 

life. Sports in twentieth century America had been seized, as Dink 

Stover realized during his freshman year at Yale, by "the seriousness, 

the deadly seriousness of the American spirit, which seizes on every

thing that is competition and transforms it, with the savage fanaticism 

of its race, for success.Form symbolized the American spirit in 

action. It represented the pragmatic road to winning in sports. Prag

matism was a thoroughly American approach to the world, 

William James, the popular American moralist, peddled the philo

sophical rubric of "pragmatism" in the 1890s. James' pragmatism was 

both a method of observing reality and a means of defining "truth." 

James made philosophizing concrete and practical. "The whole function 

of philosophy ought to be to find out what definite difference it will 

make to you and me," wrote James, "at definite instants of our life, if 

12 
this world-formula or that world-formula be the true one,'' 

10. As early as 1888, with the publication of J, Bell Petti-
grew' s Animal Locomotion, American coaches began to believe that with 
the discovery of the natural laws of motion human perfectability could 
be achieved. See Donald J, Mrozek's chapter entitled "Toward a New 
Image of the Body—Champions of Movement and Action," in Sport and 
American Mentality, 1880-1910 (Knoxville: University of Tennessee 
Press, 1983), pp. 189-225. 

11. Owen Johnson, Stover at Yale (New York: Collier Books, 
1968), p. 64. 

12. William James, Essays in Pragmatism, ed, Alburey Castell 
(New York: Hafner, 1961), p. 144. James was one of America's greatest 
philosophers. Jacques Barzun wrote, "I have seldom forgotten James 
while reading his predecessors in the Great Conversation," A Stroll with 
William James (New York: Harper & Row, 1983), p. 304. 
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That desire for practical solutions shaped American cognitions of 

and solutions to the problems of the twentieth century. Ideas, truths, 

morals, found their values, and indeed their reality, in their utility. 

Pragmatism flourished in industry, commerce and politics. Henry Ford 

wanted to build a motor car that could be used to traverse rough, rutted 

American roads and yet remain within the means of the great new middle 

class market. The results of Ford's desire rolled off the assembly 

line in 1908 — the Model T. From 1901 to 1909 President Theodore 

Roosevelt's administration practiced pragmatic sanction in both domestic 

13 
and foreign affairs. American Olympians perfected form, the pragmatic 

path to Olympic gold, in their quests for success. In America winning 

was not everything, it was the only thing. The fourth Olympiad beckoned. 

London hosted the Olympics from July 13 to July 25, 1908 at 

Shepherd's Bush Stadium. The American press anticipated an orgy of 

American success; remembering Olympic victories at Athens in 1896, 

Paris in 1900 and St. Louis in 1904, and at the Interim Games in Athens 

in 1906, Collier's advised Americans that the 1908 Olympic tryouts in 

Philadelphia indicated "that this year's delegation will be quite as 

strong as those which won the other Olympic games for America, if not 

stronger."1̂  Arthur Ruhl went beyond predicting success at London for 

the American team in Outing Magazine. He imagined: 

13. Pragmatic sanction is Howard Mumford Jones' term for 
Roosevelt's political actions in The Age of Energy: Varieties of 
American Experience, 1865-1915 (New York: Viking Press, 1970, pp. 404-

413. 

14. "American Competitors at the Olympic Games," p. 13. 
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If we could send a team back to that ancient stadium in the 
Peloponnesus — with their spiked shoes and crouching-starts 
and American nerves — X suppose there is not the slightest 
doubt that man for man, leaving out beauty and sentiment and, 
also, the more brutal semi-gladiatorial contests, they would 
win as surely as that first funny little team won at Athens 
when the Olympic games were revived twelve years ago.^5 

Not everyone indulged in visions of American Olympian success, 

modern or otherwise. The Olympic movement's idealism still found voices 

amidst American boosterism, "There is no thought of military distinction 

in the minds of the many contestants from many countries in the modern 

games called Olympic," noted one observer. "They are part of the new 

movement to promote the friendship of nations.""^ But the voices of 

idealism paled beside the clamor for Olympic gold, 

The 1908 Olympic Games opened when "two thousand selected athletes 

from the occidental nations" marched past King Edward VII of England "in 

a most impressive column."^ The United States contingent had been angered 

before they passed the royal box when they discovered their flag missing 

from the many banners on display at the stadium, English explanations — 

they claimed a suitable American flag could not be found — failed to 

appease American wrath. The United States team ignored international 

protocol, keeping their colors aloft when they passed King Edward. Ralph 

Rose, the Irish-American shot-putter carrying the stars and stripes 

15, Ruhl, "The Men Who Set the Marks," p. 387. 

16, "The Modern Olympic Games," The New York Times, 
15 July 1908, sec. 1, p. 1, 

17, James B, Connolly, "The Shepherd's Bush Greeks," Collier's, 
5 September 1908, p. 12. 



growled, "this flag dips for no earthly king." An American Olympic 

tradition was born,"^ 

The American squad dominated track and field competition at Lon

don, winning fifteen gold, twelve silver and eleven bronze medals in the 

twenty-five event program, Harper's Weekly asserted, "the American flag 

was the first pennant to be hoisted as the signal of a victory, and the 

final contest in the Stadium also resulted in the waving of the Stars 

19 
and Stripes." James B. Connolly, the first American Olympic champion, 

reported the Games for Collier's, Connolly thought the Americans had 

proved their mettle before the assembled athletic might of the world, 

"An impressive host," he wrote, "and from the front ranks emerged trium

phant the shining figure of Young America, who may be personified as a 

youth rather under than over twenty-five, of good height and not too 

great weight, of almost any racial extraction — Teuton, Saxon, Scandi

navian, Latin, but mostly Irish, and always of the exuberant spirit 

20 
of the nation yet in its youth," 

Connolly captured the ambiance of the London Olympics in his 

Collier's article. He also ridiculed the myth of the Anglo-Saxon 

18. William Oscar Johnson, "The Taking Part," Sports Illustrated, 
10 July 1972, p, 40, On page 128 of All That Glitters Johnson identified 
Martin Sheridan, an Irish-American New York City policeman and discus 
thrower, as the flag bearer and grumbler. But Johnson's Sports Illus
trated article and all the other sources agree that Rose bore the flag 
and uttered the famous line. Both Rose and Sheridan were proud sons 
of Ireland, irked by the English refusal to allow Irish athletes to com
pete under the flag of the Emerald Isle, 

19. "America First at Olympia," Harper's Weekly, 1 August 1908, 

p. 7. 

20. Connolly, "The Shepherd's Bush Greeks," p, 12. 
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athletic supremacy and the women's movement in the United States. The 

improved showing of southern European athletes started the press ques

tioning the heretofore unchallenged assumption of Anglo-Saxon sporting 

superiority. Connolly noted "the failure of the Saxon to live up to 

his reputation" and wondered, "is the Saxon degenerating or is the Latin 

in a renascence [sic]?" The facts were that the supreme Anglo-Saxon 

athlete "has nearly always had a strong strain of Irish blood," wrote 

Connolly, taking a swipe at the English team under whose flag many 

21  
Irish athletes had refused to compete. Or as American humorist 

Finley Peter Dunne had his character Mr. Dooley lampoon, "'on'y men iv 

pure Anglo-Saxon blood were allowed to compete, an th' names iv th' 

American team alone were enough to thrill th' heart iv th' Saxon who 

knows th' proud histhry iv his race — such names as Sheridan, Flannagan, 

22 
O'Brien, Casey, O'Halloran, an' so on,"' 

The women competitors at the fourth Olympiad Impressed Connolly. 

He held them in much greater esteem than the women activists of the 

United States and England. "In our country women, comfortably ensconced 

in wadded armchairs, do prate of women's rights, drinking countless 

cups of stimulating tea the meanwhile, and in England the suffragettes 

do march ten thousand strong through the encasing mud of London's parks," 

21, Ibid. , p. 13. 

22. Finley Peter Dunne, "'Mr, Dooley' on the Olympic Games," 
American Magazine, October 1908, p, 615. In 1902 Dunne married Margaret 
Abbot, She was the first American woman to win an Olympic gold medal, 
taking the honors at the ladies' golf tournement at Paris in 1900. 
David Wallenchinsky, The Complete Book of the Olympics (New York; 
Penquin Books, 1984), p. 544, 
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he scolded. The women Olympians from Scandinavia "really proved something. 

Cast them all adrift," he challenged, "cut the communication with civiliza

tion, and we don't know what would happen to the suffragettes; but these 

Scandinavian maidens, leaping and dancing in grace and vigor on the 

green sward of the Stadium, these we believe would wrest some sort of 

23 
living from the wilds." 

Connolly praised the American champions, assuring readers that 

they "are typically American, of the Americans who are shaping the future 

rather than living in the past, and only America just now seems to be 

producing these remarkable athletes in any numbers," Foremost among the 

American victors was Forrest Smithson, a Pacific Coast divinity student 

and hurdler. Connolly thought Smithson would do "if you were looking 

24 
for a slashing half-back." In London, Smithson slashed over the 110 

meter hurdles in world record time with a Bible clutched in his hand, 

25 
symbolizing his protest of Olympic events contested on Sundays. 

The marathon race provided spectators with one of the most 

astonishing competitions at the London Games. The popular conception 

of American athletic prowess regarded long distance running as the pro

vince of more "sluggish peoples," Arthur Ruhl believed that events 

which required powerful bursts of strength fit the American character. 

"This particular make-up — a large amount of immediately available 

nervous energy and the alert power of concentration — is rather 

23. Connolly, "The Shepherd's Bush Greeks," p, 13, 

24. Ibid., p, 12, 

25. Johnson, All That Glitters, p. 129, 
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characteristically American, just as the enduring vitality and steady 

pluck which wins the distance-runs is rather characteristically British.' 

Those assumptions explained American domination pf the sprints 

and field events and English domination of the long distance running. 

True, the Americans had monopolized the distance events in St. Louis. 

Boston's Thomas Hicks even won the marathon. But that seemed an aber

ration of the "all American" 1904 Games, So "we conceded in advance 

that England would do very well in the marathon," remembered Connolly, 

"and English experts themselves modestly stated that it would all be 

English. 

The marathon began on a hot July morning at Shepherd's Bush 

Stadium. Dorando Pietri of Italy set a blistering pace early in the 

race. English runners "melted into the horizon of the dusty landscape 

in trying to hold the flying Italian." The night before the race Pietri 

had announced, "I will win to-morrow — or die." He very nearly fulfilled 

both portions of his prophecy. Pietri entered Shepherd's Bush first and 

began the final lap. Exhausted by the pace he collapsed short of the 

finish line. British officials carried the semi-comatose Italian runner 

28 across it. 

But Olympic judges disqualified Pietri a few hours later and 

declared Johnny Hayes of the United States the victor, The Americans 

26. Ruhl, "The Men Who Set the Marks," p, 389, 

27. Connolly, "The Shepherd's Bush Greeks," p. 12. 

28. Ibid., p. 13. Pietri's exploits inspired Irving Berlin 
to write a song called "Dorando," the first piece in which he created 
both the lyrics and the music. Johnson, "The Taking Part," p, 41. 



swept the top three places in the revised marathon standings. Connolly 

praised the winner, observing that "Hayes, the unfaltering, won the race 

because he had the American athletic spirit, which tempers the hot 

impulse of action with the saving air of careful preparation and intel-

29 
ligent execution." Mr. Dooley sarcastically congratulated the 

Italian, '"He ran a superb race, doin' th' last mile in an autymobile 

in two minyits.'" But, "'owin' to some stupid misconstruction iv th' 

rules, th' race was given to a Yankee who resorted to what we must call 

30 
th' very unsportsmanlike device iv runnin' th' entire distance.'" In 

the minds of many Americans Hayes' triumph signified that American 

spirit had overcome American emotional makeup to whip the British at 

their own game. 

Anglo-American hostility flared through the fourth Olympiad. 

The 400 meter final culminated in the most intense and bitter recrimina

tions the Americans and British engaged in at the 1908 Olympics. Three 

Americans, W. C. Robbins of Harvard, J. C. Carpenter of Cornell and 

J, B. Taylor of the Irish-American Athletic Club went to the starting 

line to battle Lieutenant Wyndam Halswelle of Great Britain. Near the 

finish Carpenter passed Robbins and Halswelle to win the race. But he 

found no tape to breast at the finish line. The English judges had cut 

it in anger, claiming Carpenter fouled Halswelle on the last turn. The 

judges declared the race void and disqualified Carpenter. They resched

uled the race but American runners refused to compete, Halswelle ran 

29. Connolly, "The Shepherd's Bush Greeks," p. 13, 

30. Dunne, '"Mr, Dooley' at the Olympic Games," p. 617. 
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to victory in the make>-up race, the only "walk-over" in Olympic history. 

The American press howled that the English judges imagined Carpenter's 

interference. "It was the pace which killed him [Halswelle] — not any 

32 
suppositious or real interference from Carpenter," wrote Connolly. 

The United States and England traded insults and exchanged , 

slanders over their respective behaviors at the fourth Olympiad. The 

American team in London decried English "sportsmanship." The British 

press castigated America's win at any cost attitude. On the American 

side of the Atlantic, some people agreed that "Americans in the Olympic 

games behaved like 'muckers.'" A Collier's editorial echoes the 

sentiments of English critic and essayist G. K. Chesterton's indictment 

of American athletic behavior: 

We must look in the American sportsman "not for the light vices 
of vain or sensual lounfers, but for the solid vices of states
men and fanatics, for the sins of men inflamed by patriotism 
or religion. He can not shake hands after the fight. He feels 
toward his conqueror as a man toward the invader who has robbed 
him of his God. . . , The American is a bad sportsman because 
he is a good Jingo." Somewhat overexpressed, this; but acute.33 

An Outlook editorial agreed, stating that "the manager of the American 

team cannot be justified for the sneering, quarrelsome, and unsports

manlike assertions" the United States officials made, "We wish we 

could say that the American athletes have shown themselves good losers 

34 
as well as winners," Outlook reprimanded. 

31. "A Bitter Wrangle Over Olympic Race," The New York Times, 
24 July 1908, sec. 1, p. 6. 

32. Connolly, "The Shepherd's Bush Greeks," p. 13, 

33. "The Olympic Squabbles," Collier's, 12 September 1908, p. 10 

34. "American Athletes Abroad," Outlook, 1 August 1908, p. 739. 
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American behavior in London received more support than denigra

tion, however. A New York Times cartoon epitomized the vision of the 

fourth Olympiad as proof of American superiority over decadent England. 

It pictured a robust, vigorous-looking Teddy Roosevelt facing a skinny, 

effete-looking Englishman in a monocle and top hat. The two stood in 

front of a placard announcing the "Olympic Games" in a sketch entitled 

35 
"When Greek Meets Greek." Gustavus J. Kirby, an A.O.C. member and 

chairman of the Intercollegiate Association of the A.A.U., voiced the 

American Olympic Committee's opinions on the controversy. "'The 

greatest tribute to the team, especially to the university men,"' said 

Kirby, "'is not the points and places won, but the greater moral victory 

in its forbearance and gentlemanly behavior under circumstances and 

conditions which made it hard for any self-respecting man to hold his 

peace and keep his temper. '"^ 

Finley Peter Dunne found the fourth Olympiad a fertile field for 

satire. He had Mr. Dooley recount the Games for Mr, Hennessy in a 

parody for American Magazine. Mr. Dooley conceded that "'th' English 

appear to have won be th' handsome margin iv three hundherd an' eighty 

claims iv foul to two hundhred an' siventy complaints again th' 

judges.'" The Games "'must've been a fine lesson to th' excitable 

Latins present to see with what good nature th' two gr-reat branches 

iv th' Anglo-Saxon race fought out their sthrenuse battle.'" In 

35. "When Greek Meets Greek," The New York Times, 19 July 1908, 

sec. 5, p. 12. 

36. "Englishmen Unfair, Says Gus Kirby," The New York Times, 

12 September 1908, sec. 1, p. 8. 
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France or Italy such a contest would have degenerated into violence. 

But the British and Americans were "'long schooled in friendly con

tests iv skill an' stren'th.'" The Anglo-Americans kept better control 

of their passions than "'do th' emotional nations.™ The contests 

were fierce while they lasted, "'But whin th' contest is over all 

animosity disappears. Th' vanquished extends his manly fist to th' 

nose iv th' victor an' writes a short letter to th' pa-apers tellin' 

37 
how he was jobbed.'" 

The difference between the races was clear at Shepherd's Bush 

Stadium. When a Latin won his countrymen were unable to contain them

selves. '"They furiously waved their handkerchiefs or puffed on cigars 

with straws in thim, while th' Anglo-Saxons looked on with good-natured 

contimpt at this display of almost feminine weakness.'" On the other 

hand, '"th' Briton, long accustomed to resthrain himsilf in public, 

accepted defeat or vichthry with equal serenity, in one case merely 

yellin' "Foul!" or "Kill th' bloomink Yankees?" an' in th' other dancing 

1,- u - »"38 on has hat. 

Mr. Dooley described the events of the Olympics with the help 

of "'an account in an English pa-aper, published in New York.'" The 

Games were '"truly a gloryous spectacle, waiters rushin' in with buckets 

iv tea f'r th' English athletes, English officials lodgin' preliminary 

claims iv foul again th' American team, an so forth.'" The Americans 

"'succeded in rollin' up a score iv eight points an' .iliven disqualifi

cations in more or less obsolete forms iv spoort known as field an' 

37. Dunne, "'Mr. Dooley' on the Olympic Games," p. 615. 

38. Ibid. 



thrack athletics, such as jumpin', runnin', pole-vaulting, hurdling, 

et cethery.'" But the English claimed the Olympic championship by 

winning such events as "wheelin' th' p'rambulator"th' tea-dhrinkin' 

contest," and "th' Long Stand-up While th' Band Plays Gawd Save th' 

King." "'Do you think th' English are good losers?'" Mr. Hennessy 

finally asked Dooley. "'Good losers, says ye? Good losers? I'll 

39 
back thim to lose anny time they start,'" Dooley replied. 

The Americans vociferously asserted they had won the London 

Olympiad on the strength of their victories in track and field. The 

overall standings showed the British hosts far ahead of second place 

40 
United States, fifty-six gold medals to twenty-three. But American 

sportswriter and prophet of the "strenuous life" Walter Camp felt, 

"our own satisfaction is based upon, very tangible facts, for in such 

events as are known and understood generally as track and field events 

the Americans were far and away superior to athletes of all other 

41 
nations." Outlook agreed. "The American athletes were chiefly con

cerned in field and track athletics (which may be said most closely to 

39. Ibid., pp. 616-617, 

AO. The Associated Press and Grolier, Pursuit of Excellence; 
The Olympic Story (Danbury, Conn.: Grolier Enterprises, 1979), p. 64. 

41. Walter Camp, "The Olympic Games," Collier's, 
5 September 1908, p. 22. Walter Camp (1859-1925), "one of the great 
athletes of his generation," an 1880 Yale graduate and "the father of 
American football," was the high priest of the cult of the strenuous 
life in the United States. A friend and confidant of Theodore Roose
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Collier's, 9 May 1925, p, 10. 
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stand as the modern successors of the Greek games) and will base their 

42 
claims on what is called international scoring," reported the magazine. 

International scoring had the United States winning the track and field 

2 
competition at Shepherd's Bush Stadium, 114-j points to runner-up England's 

66^-. With those figures in mind, Walter Camp thought, "It is pardonable, 

A 3 
then, that the 'Eagle should scream.'" President Roosevelt cabled 

his sentiments to James E, Sullivan, the United States Commissioner 

to the Olympic Games. "Heartiest congratulations to you and team," read 

44 
the telegram, "Wish I could shake hands with each man." 

The American press transformed the track and field championship 

into Olympic victory. "The supremacy of the American athletes in the 

games most severely testing muscle, skill and endurance is clearly 

45 
established," announced the New York Times. The Olympic victory was 

not surprising given the American environment. "No marvel that, here 

in America, with our mixed bloods in competition and almost everybody 

living under pressure, we produce great sprinters, leapers, and weight-

46 
throwers," surmised Connolly. 

The nation reveled in America's athletic conquest. President 

Roosevelt received the team at his Oyster Bay retreat. The New York 

42. "The Olympic Games," p. 636. 

43. Camp, "The Olympic Games," p. 22. 

44. "Roosevelt Cables Congratulations to Olympic Athletes," 
The New York Times, 28 July 1908, sec. 2, p. 8. 

45. "The Olympic Results," The New York Times, 26 July 1908, 
sec. 2, p. 6. 

46. Connolly, "The Shepherd's Bush Greeks," p. 12. 
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Times thought the president "wholly sincere in his admiration of the 

men of large muscular skill and endurance, and we do not doubt that 

he has honestly rejoiced in the American victories at Shepherd's 

Bush much more than countless thousands of his fellow-citizens who 

have vociferously cheered the ihletes since their return." Roosevelt 

admonished the Olympians to cease speaking of British unfairness. "We 

don't need to talk," the president reminded the athletes, "we've won." 

Roosevelt then instructed the Olympic team to "drop the hero business 

47 
and go to work." 

A parade and ceremony greeted the American team on its return to 

New York City. The Olympians, accompanied by military detachments, 

rode a motorcade to City Hall while "great crowds thronged the streets, 

admired the military, and cheered the men of skill and muscle vocifer

ously." The demonstrative crowd "fitly represented the feeling of the 

public toward the victorious athletes," A New York Times reporter 

wondered if it "denoted, in some measure, their fellow-countrymen's 

sympathy with them for the disagreeable part of their experience 

abroad. 

47. "Mr. Roosevelt and the Athletes," p, 6, The reporter who 
described the president's visit with the Olympians also elevated Roose
velt to the position of the most athletic leader in American history, 
"Most of our Presidents have been men of the courtroom, the law office, 
the study. ANDREW JACKSON could shoot as well and ride as well as 
Mr. ROOSEVELT but we coubt if he could have safely faced him with a 
tennis net between them." 

48. "Welcoming the Olympians," The New York Times, 30 August 
1908, sec. 1, p. 6. 
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The events of the 1908 Olympiad captured the attention of the 

American press, public and president, Americans rallied around their 

champions who had faced the tribulations and outrages of English 

"sportsmanship" and conquered. Victory had become the primary purpose 

of the American Olympic expedition and vindicated the seriousness of . 

the American approach to athletics. Success in the Olympics seemed to 

indicate the special providence of America's character. It confirmed 

the nation's "chosen" status and revealed the moral superiority of 

the American republic. The pragmatic method of "form" had secured 

success. The Olympic Games had become crusades for national pride. 

They would never be the same. 



CHAPTER 5 

STOCKHOLM — 1912: THE WORLD'S GREATEST ATHLETES 

"Rah, rah, ray! U.S.A.! A-M-E-R-I-C-A" (The cheer of American rooters 
at the fifth Olympiad, 1912. )-*-

"History repeats itself even though centuries intervene between 

repetitions," began Edward Bayard Moss' tale of the fifth Olympiad, 

"Greek mythology records the voyage of the Argonauts to recover the 

Golden Fleece of the winged ram Chrysomallus, nailed to the oak tree 

in the Garden of Ares. Ages later," Moss fantasized, "the expedition, 

modernized by American business methods, is duplicated in the sailing 

of the United States Olympic team for the international carnival of 

2 
sports to be held at Stockholm next month." 

American Olympic performances had reached a mythological plateau. 

The American team, selected and financed by the bureaucracy of the 

American Olympic Committee (A.O.C.), sallied forth from their vigorous 

republic to defend American pride and honor in Stockholm. Victories 

at the Olympic Games symbolized the strength and character of the 

nation, and the American press assured readers that the team would con

tinue their winning tradition. 

Walter Camp recalled the Anglo-American antagonism at the 1908 

Olympics, when "the whole affair culminated in a most wretched state 

1. Will T. Irwin, "The Olympic Games," Collier's, 10 August 1912, 
p. 9. 

2. Edward Bayard Moss, "America's Olympic Argonauts," 
Harper's Weekly, 6 July 1912, p. 11. 
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of feeling between the two leading countries in athletics," and hoped 

3 
it would not happen at Stockholm. It seemed Olympic idealism had 

suffered a stuffy and welcomed demise at London. Current Literature 

sarcastically "hoped that the results in Stockholm this month will not 

be such as to require the mobilization of armies and hurry-up orders 

A 
to fleets." 

But W. M. Sloane, the Princeton professor who had been instru

mental in spreading the Olympic idea in America in 1896, still preached 

Olympian idealism. The aim of the movement, wrote Sloane, was to "make 

the contest and not the victory the joy of the young." Even the 

idealistic Olympic pioneer realized, however, that "there can be no 

rivalry without some friction." Sloane himself subscribed to American 

Olympic mythology. "That the nucleus of the Olympic meetings must be 

field and track athletics is inevitable, because these have become 

the common possession of vigorous, enterprising youth the world over, 

Professor Sloane tempered his idealism with a pragmatic grasp of the 

Olympic situation. He shared the practical idealism of his fellow 

Americans. 

One of his countrymen, Theodore Roosevelt, before leaping back 

into politics with the Bull Moose adventure of 1912, espoused American 

3. Walter Camp, "The Olympic Games of 1912," Collier's, 
6 July 1912, p. 23. 

4. "The Olympic Games at Stockholm," Current Literature, 
July 1912, p. 17. 

5. William Milligan Sloane, "The Olympic Idea: Its Origin, 
Foundation and Progress," Century, July 1912, pp. 410-411, 
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practical idealism in a series of lectures at the Pacific Theological 

Seminary in Berkeley, California. Roosevelt titled his 1911 lectures 

"Realizable Ideals." He told his audience that "all our extraordinary 

material development, our wonderful industrial growth will go for 

nothing unless with that growth goes hand in hand the moral, the spiritual 

growth that will enable us to use aright the other as an instrument." 

Roosevelt stressed that while Americans must uphold their ideals and 

values, those ideals and values had to fit the realities of the materi

alistic, modern world. "Don't preach the impossible," Roosevelt urged. 

"But have ideals and insist on their realization." In Roosevelt's esti

mation hard work, honesty, fairness, justice and democracy were the 

realizable ideals and values the twentieth century demanded. 

Pioneer aviators Orville and Wilbur Wright typified the triumph 

of realizable American ideals. The Dayton, Ohio, bicycle repairmen had 

accomplished the impossible, giving wings to man, through hard work, 

ingenuity and perseverance. And they wanted their just rewards. "Our 

hope is," the Wrights told a McClure's reporter in 1908, "first, to 

get some adequate financial return from our invention." They explained, 

"we are not rich men, and we have devoted our time and what money we 

could command to the problem for nearly ten years." The Wright brothers 

also objected "to the manner in which we have so far been put before 

the public." Reporters had been calling them mechanics. "We are not 

6. Theodore Roosevelt, "Realizable Ideals," an address to the 
Pacific Theological Seminary, 1911, in Hermann Hagedorn, ed., The 
Works of Theodore Roosevelt, Vol. XIII: American Ideals, The Strenuous 
Life, Realizable Ideals (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1926), 
pp. 615-628. 
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mechanics; we are scientists," seethed the American heroes.^ Practical 

idealism demanded practical rewards. 

The American spirit had conquered the skies. It produced 

heroes like Harold Bell Wright's protagonist in The Winning of Barbara 

Worth, "born of the best blood of a nation building people, trained by 

the best of the cultured East — trained as truly by his life and work 

in the desert — it was as though, in him, the best spirit of the age 

and race found expression." Americans anticipated the expression of 

g 
"the best spirit of the age and race" from their "Olympic Argonauts." 

The press hyped the fifth Olympiad in popular American publica

tions. Current Literature suggested that the nation should ignore the 

major political conventions selecting presidential candidates. "If 

you want a real world contest, turn your eyes away from Chicago, Balti

more and Washington, and fasten them upon the city of Stockholm." 

The magazine imagined that the Games would even overshadow the election 

issues in the summer of 1912. "Let us cease to talk about the initiative, 

the referendum, and such like things, and discuss the discus, the 

9 
pentathalon, the javelin throw, and the Marathon race." Edward Bayard 

Moss predicted the American Olympians could expect a triumphant 

7. George Kibbe Turner, "The Wright Brothers' Story of Their 
Experiments, the Sensation of Flight, and Their Estimation of the 
Future of the Aeroplane," McClure's, February 1908, p. 452. 

8. Harold Bell Wright, The Winning of Barbara Worth (Chicago, 
111.: The Book Supply Company, 1911), p. 476, 

9. "The Olympic Games at Stockholm," p. 15. 



78 

homecoming "if they return with fleece of the fifth Olympiad to add 

to the four already hung in our trophy-halls.""^ 

The A.O.C. announced that the Stockholm expedition would be a 

public undertaking. The press aimed patriotic barbs at the public's 

pocketbooks. "Shall the American records at the fifth Olympic Games, 

to be held this Summer at Stockholm, fail simply from lack of money?" 

11 
wondered the New York Times in a fund-raising editorial. The 

American Olympic Committee marshalled "American business methods" to 

meet the financial challenge. They created a coffer to finance the 

team and "decided that a special appeal be sent out to all patriotic 

12 
Americans to come forward and subscribe to this fund." The captains 

13 
of American industry responded to the appeal. John D. Rockefeller, Sr., 

14 15 
Andrew Carnegie and George Gould (son of the robber baron's robber 

baron, Jay Gould) contributed $500 each to send "a team that will be 

16 
truly representative of this country" to Sweden. 

10. Moss, "America's Olympic Argonauts," p. 12. 

11. "The Fifth Olympic Games," The New York Times, 11 June 1912, 
sec. 1, p. 8. 

12. "Need More Olympic Funds," The New York Times, 14 April 1912, 
sec. 4, p. 9. 

13. "Rockefeller Gives $500 to Fund," The New York Times, 
14 April 1912, sec. 4, p. 9. 

14. "Carnegie Gives $500," The New York Times, 14 Feburary 1912, 
sec. 1, p. 9. 

15. "Gould Gives $500 to Olympic Fund," The New York Times, 
8 June 1912, sec. 1, p. 14. 

16. "Carnegie Gives $500," p. 9. 
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In the summer of 1912 incumbent William Howard Taft, Theodore 

Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson battled for support as the presidential 

campaign heated up. But the nation had another contest to watch as 

well, the Olympic Games at Stockholm. Moss spun the American Olympic 

legend in the pages of Harper's Weekly. "Each revival of the Olympic 

Games has drawn larger entry lists, and each struggle has been more 

severe than its predecessor, but never have the United States representa

tives faltered or failed to emerge from the conflict victorious," he 

proclaimed. "Never in the history of amateur sport has such an athletic 

combination gone forth to do battle on cinder track and greensward. 

Olympic trials were held in the "East, Middle West and on the 

Pacific Coast" to produce a team that led A.O.C. Chairman James E. Sul

livan, "the foremost athletic authority in America," to gush, "'never in 

my long experience have I seen its equal.'" The Olympic trials created 

a team of "typical" Americans, "more than ninety per-cent native born, 

and composed of all classes and conditions of men and youths." The 

"heterogeneous gathering" included "lawyers, physicians, policemen, 

Indians, negroes, Hawaiians, college men, school boys, clerks, mechanics, 

and in fact, entrants from every walk of life." Moss pointed out that 

the representative nature of the team cut across all economic classes. 

"Sons of wealthy men fraternized with youths of their own age so poor 

that public subscriptions by citizens of their home towns were necessary 

18 
in order that they might make the trip to Stockholm." Moss' 

17, Moss, "America's Olympic Argonauts," p. 11. 

18. Ibid. 



characterization of the attitude of that "typical" team would have made 

Owen Wister and Frar.klin Giddings proud. It personified the ideal of the 

race and the age. "There was no class or color distinction on board 

the training ship or in the Stadium, Each man and youth was an integral 

19 
part of the team, bearing the American shield, with his work to do." 

The American team, was in fact, a curious mixture of American 

types. It included a Christian Scientist distance runner, George V. 

Bonhag, whose "mind will say to his weary body" near the finish line: 

"you are not tired. You must win." Another distance runner, a Hopi 

Indian from Arizona named Lewis Tenawima, could run "Marathons under 

the most discouraging conditions and never change the stoicism of his 

20 
face." Tenawima was one of the two Indian distance runners at Stock

holm. The other was Alfred Sockalexis, an Onondaga from Old Town, 

Maine. The team featured several Hawaiian swimmers led by the great 

Duke Kahanamoku. Edward Moss believed Howard P. Drew and James Thorpe 

best illustrated "the result of the countrywide search for the 1912 team." 

Drew was a twenty-two year old black student from a Springfield, Massa-

chussetts>high school who worked as a bell-boy after school and summers 

in a Springfield hotel. Drew began his track career wearing shoes he 

had made "out of an old pair of ties[sic] and a dozen wire nails." By 

1912 he was an Olympian, and a gold medal threat. Jim Thorpe, the Sac 

19, Edward Bayard Moss, "America's Athletic Missionaries," 
Harper's Weekly, 27 July 1912, p, 8, 

20, Edward Lyell Fox, "Our Olympic Flyers," Outing, July 1912, 
pp. 395-396. 
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and Fox Indian from Carlisle Indian School, represented American hopes 

2 1  
in the pentathlon and decathlon. 

The bell-boys, clerks and mechanics, the doctors, lawyers and 

policemen, the Anglo-Saxons, Irishmen, blacks, Slavs, Scandinavians, 

Indians and Hawaiians, the Catholics, Protestants and Christian Scientists 

of the American squad faced the assembled might of the athletic world. 

"To dethrone America in the battle for first place is a feat that would 

ring around the hemisphere, and is consequently the object of every 

athlete and team entered for the games," Moss warned the nation. Could 

the Americans meet the challenge? In his survey of Olympic prospects 

Edward Fox found the American team so tough that one of our hammer-throwers 

might crush the rest of the sporting world's ambitions, and "with one of 

these terrific throws, Stockholm may see the hopes of all Europe's 

athletic teams, tied to the swirling wire, go splashing out into the 

North Sea."^ 

Thousands of fans crowded onto the New York City docks to give 

the athletes a send-off "with the utmost enthusiasm and high spirits." 

The chairman of the committee which financed the expedition told the 

team at their departure that "we must win in such a manner that we 

23 
shall gain the respect of those we defeat." The spectre of an American 

21, Moss, "America's Athletic Missionaries," p. 9. Sockalexis 
was identified as an Onondaga even though Old Town, Maine, was in the 
Penobscot Indian reservation, 

22, Fox, "Our Olympic Flyers," p. 397. 

23, "The Fifth Olympiad," Outlook, 29 June 1912, pp. 460-461. 



defeat at the athletic mecca of the world did not trouble the chairman. 

The American boys would win, and, he hoped, decorously, 

The American team crossed the Atlantic on the Finland, The 

outfitting of the steamer as an Olympic transport marked a "new epoch in 

Olympic History." The A.O.C. reworked the Finland so that "the athletic 

contingent will continue its conditioning regardless of the fact that 

terra firma is hundreds of miles away." Moss revealed that "special 

running tracks, jumping and weight throwing pits, swimming-tanks, and a 

gymnasium are features provided to keep the athletes on edge until they 

24 
arrive at Stockholm." 

The fifth Olympiad opened at Stockholm on July 6 and continued 

until July 15. American spectators in the stands greeted the United 

States contingent with a hearty cheer of, "Rah, rah, ray! U.S.A.! 

A-M-E-R-I-C-A!" The cacaphony of American college cheers "blended with 

general cheering due a champion when the front ranks of the American 

athletes swung through the gates." Will T. Irwin, writing for Collier's, 

reported that the American team wore blue coats with white trousers and 

shoes, and straw hats. "As they came down the line, section after sec

tion rising to greet them, the Americans in the grandstand experienced a 

momentary disappointment," Irwin wrote. "The men of the martial nations 

which preceded them, conscripts all, had marched with the formal carriage 

of European military tactics," he stated. "Ours, though they kept good 

step and alignment, glided along in any fashion, their arms and shoulders 

keeping swing with their walk. It took a second thought to convince us 

24. Moss, "America's Olympic Argonauts," p. 11. 
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that we were right and Europe wrong," remembered Irwin. "This free-and-

easy gait, when performed by a six-foot youth in perfect condition, is 

after all, more natural and beautiful than the protruding chest, the 

stiff hands, and the unnatural step of German tactics and I leave it 

25 
to any sculptor or painter." 

Irwin found symbols of a new world order in the national teams 

assembled before cheering multitudes at Stockholm. The small Japanese 

delegation stood next to the Greek ancestors of the original Olympians. 

"Here, beside the little squad representing that most significant race 

which lost its domination twenty centuries ago," he wrote, "stood the 

other little squad from the race which made its offer of domination only 

yesterday." The American press would find many more indications of a 

nation's primacy in the world hierarchy at Stockholm. They would anoint 

the United States as the nation for the age. The opening festivities 

culminated with the Scandinavians, Germans, Englishmen and "unmusical 

Americans" rendering a version of "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God," which 

26 
conveyed a "solemn thrill" to the Olympian assembly. 

The United States won sixteen of twenty-nine track and field 

events, garnered fourteen second places and twelve third places at 

Stockholm, The final medal standings in the 1912 Olympics showed the 

United States and Sweden tied with twenty-four gold medals each. Sweden 

25. Irwin, "The Olympic Games," p. 9. 

26. Ibid. Irwin was a prominent journalist of the period. 
He became a famous war correspondent during the First World War. The 
National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, vol. 35 (New York: James 
T. White & Co., 1949), p. 271-272. 
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had grabbed twenty-four seconds and seventeen thirds to the United 

27 
States' nineteen second and nineteen third places. The press heralded 

the performances of American athletes at the fifth Olympiad as grand 

triumphs for the United States, Edward Bayard Moss lauded their 

impressive efforts. "That the American team should score such a sweeping 

victory under conditions and against competition never equaled heretofore 

28 
indicates the caliber of the team that sailed for far Sweden." Cur

rent Literature noted that by focusing on the track and field events 

United States athletes specialized in, "the American eagle has been 

enabled in past years to emit a much louder scream than would otherwise 

be warranted." But the 1912 Games proved, "however you look at it, 

the eagle seems fairly entitled to yell her bald head off. Our athletes 

have eclipsed those of all other nations. And the Swedish athletes, 

who come third in track and field contests(Finland being second), had 

29 
we believe, American trainers!" 

The closing ceremonies on July 15 witnessed "a dazzling parade 

in civil and military costumes, a medley of gold lace and shining hel

mets, khaki, and silk hats, marching into the stadium to receive their 

prizes from King Gustav." At the head of the gaudy athletic entourage 

came the Americans, "conspicuously plain in blue jackets, white trousers 

and straw hats." King Gustav addressed Jim Thorpe, winner of both the 

27. Associated Press and Grolier, Pursuit of Excellence: The 
Olympic Story (Danbury, Conn,; Grolier Enterprises, 1979), p. 73. 

28. Moss, "America's Athletic Missionaries," p. 9. 

29. "The Stars and Stripes at the Olympic Games," Current 
Literature, August 1912, p. 131. 
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decathlon and pentathlon, as "the most wonderful athlete in the world." 

The American press extended the king's sentiments to the entire United 

States Olympic team. They were the most wonderful athletes in the world. 

The Literary Digest remarked, "so sweeping was the victory of 

American athletes at the Olympic Games that our press give [sic] more 

space to explanation than to jubilation." The media soon remedied that 

oversight. A Brooklyn Eagle reporter mused, "once again the climate, 

environments, and enthusiasm of a new-world country have produced a 

team of its young men which has been able to meet the combined athletic 

31 
strength of the entire world and proven more than a match for it," 

"If the truth be told," confided A.O.C. Commissioner James E. 

Sullivan, "the American team entered the games anything but confident 

of a great victory." That "may sound strange to you who remember the 

sweeping confidence displayed before leaving this country," but the 

long ocean voyage could have destroyed the great potential of the team, 

remarked the commissioner. He found a remarkable example of American 

spirit in the United States army officers' performances at the Equestrian 

riding competition. "Mounted on nags that cost $150 each, our officers 

30. "Our Olympic Laurels," Literary Digest, 27 July 1912, 
p. 131, In the final years of his life Thorpe told friends that he 
had replied, "thanks King," to the Swedish monarch's accolade. In 
1913 it was discovered Thorpe had received money for playing baseball in 
North Carolina before the Olympics, The I.O.C. stripped him of his 
medals and his amateur status. Dick Schaap, An Illustrated History of 
the Olympics, 3rd ed, (New York: Alfred A. Knop, 1975), pp. 134-135, 
In 1982 the I.O.C. returned Thorpe's name to its record book and gave 
his medals to his relatives, Wallenchinsky, The Complete Book of the 
Olympics, p, 108. 

31, "Our Olympic Laurels," pp. 131-132. 
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won points against riders from the armies of Continental Europe whose 

mounts were specially bred and cost anywhere from $1,500 to $4,000," 

Sullivan divulged. "One of the horses we used is over eighteen years 

of age and a veteran of the Cuban campaign in the Spanish-American War." 

The American military riders placed third. Sullivan praised American 

coaches as the source of Olympic victory. Some coaches were "high 

priced men — more often not," Many were "professors in school or 

32 
college who do the work for the love of it." 

Outlook asserted that "the wonderful record of American represen

tatives at Stockholm cannot but be gratifying to the American people, 

not only from a patriotic point of view, but as an evidence of American 

33 
appreciation of the value of outdoor life and physical development." 

The Olympiads gave proof positive that Theodore Roosevelt's doctrine of 

the "strenuous life" had triumphed in the United States. The American 

Olympic movement was a pristine bastion of national ideals. "The 

Democracy of sport is illustrated by the almost equal division of Olympic 

honors between student and non-student contestants," claimed one observer 

of the American athletic triumphs. "There is no occasion to fear cor

rupting influences in American sport when a Y.M.C.A. youth and a boy from 

34 
a country academy can win athletic honors in a world competition." 

While Americans found symbols of their national virility and 

celebrated their athletic exploits at the 1912 Olympiad, foreign 

32. James E. Sullivan, "What Happened at Stockholm," Outing, 
October 1912, pp. 22-31. 

33. "America at the Olympic Games," Outlook, 20 July 1912, p. 603. 

34. "Our Olympic Laurels," p, 132, 



commentators castigated America's sporting morals. George Rozet, a 

French sportswriter, criticized the United States athletic behavior in 

L'Information. Rozet recognized the Importance of the Olympic Games. 

"The great nations seem to have agreed that their athletic success has 

become a patriotic question." He claimed of the French, "we shall remain 

always and in everything national moralists," and wrote that "an American 

race does not exist." He ranted that "the hundred million individuals 

who live under the Stars and Stripes belong to all the races of the 

earth. The triumphant 'Americans' whose victories are claimed by the 

United States are German, Italian, Nigger, Polynesian and Sioux," He 

felt "the redskin who won the pentathlon [Thorpe] was the only real 

representative of America. France, if she wished," insisted Rozet, 

"could also find in her empire athletic wonders of every race and color 

to uphold the honor of the French flag — swimmers from Oceania, Arab 

runners, black boxers, yellow wrestlers — but the Frenchmen of France 

will be sufficient for the purpose when we employ the same training 

35 
methods and spend as much money as the Yankees." 

The poor showing of the British at Stockholm engendered a debate 

over the English sporting style and much criticism of the American system 

in the British press. "The fact that the Americans lead in the Olympic 

Games prove neither the decadence of English courage nor the supremacy 

of American wisdom," castigated one commentator. The American victory 

was "a triumph of professionalism and of professionalism alone," The 

35. "Call Our Sporting Morals Very Lax," The New York Times, 
29 September 1912, sec, 3, p. 4, 
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British complained that "the team which represented the United States 

at Stockholm was 'run on business lines,' It was, to use its own lingo, 

'out to win.'" For Americans the "business of their heroes is not to 

amuse themselves, but to win; not to delight in their strength and 

36 
prowess, but to show that these United States can whip the universe." 

The author thought that the British saw sport differently. They had "no 

use for the athlete who has specialized himself into a highly efficient 

piece of machinery for a single purpose; we admire neither the freak-

jumper nor the strong-man who has exchanged elasticity for mighty 

strength, and the muscles of whose legs, as Stevenson says in 'The 

37 
Wrong Box,' 'Stand out like penny buns."' 

The American media answered the charges no "American race" existed 

and that American Olympic victories were the work of immigrant mercenaries 

by proudly boasting that the "United States owes its supremacy over all 

other nations to the fact that it is a union of all races." The Indepen

dent indignantly maintained, "we rightfully lay claim to all those 

sheltered under our flag, many of them despised and rejected of their 

native lands. When an Italian from Paterson, N.J., kills a king we get 

the blame. Shall we not get the praise when an Italian from Paterson, 

N.J., wins a race?""^ 

36. "The Folly of International Sport," Blackwood's Magazine, 
August 1912, pp. 252-253, 

37. "Games Versus Athletics," The Spectator, 20 July 1912, 

p. 85. 

38. "Race Questions at the Olympics," The Independent, 
25 July 1912, p. 215. 
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James E, Sullivan assumed the English debunkers of American 

athletic exploits were making "a wicked attempt to defend the crushing 

39 
defeat administered to them by the American athletes at Stockholm." 

But the Nation admitted, "there is an element of truth in the charge 

made by other nations against the spirit of American athleticism, that 

40 
it is a spirit of 'win at all costs,'" A New York Times editorial 

entitled "The Moral of the Games'' preached the necessity of the win at 

any cost philosophy for success in the modern world, "It is not our

selves who say it," cried the editorial of the win at all costs label. 

"It is those who are suffering the result of our taking our sports 

seriously, or some think even fiercely, as we take our business, our 

politics, and indeed everything," the editor declared. "It may not be 

the best spirit in which to play, but victory is accustomed to go to 

41 
those who insist upon the rigor of the game." 

Olympic sports had become a metaphor for American life. They 

provided "another Illustration of intensification by concentration, and 

the custom, once learned, will be followed wherever and whenever to win 

42 
is deemed the most important object of a contest." Idealism had to fit 

39. "Sullivan Defends American Athletes," The New York Times, 
31 August 1912, sec. 1, p. 4. 

40, "Two Athletic Standards," The Nation, 22 August 1912, p. 169. 

41, "The Moral of the Games," The New York Times, 15 July 1908, 
sec, 1, p. 8, 

42. "American Results and Methods," The New York Times, 
16 July 1912, sec. 1, p. 8. 
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into the practical framework of American purpose. And that purpose, in 

business, politics and sports, was success. 

Finley Peter Dunne ridiculed the foreign indictments of American 

athletics in a New York Times satire on the fifth Olympiad, through the 

personages of Mr. Dooley and his foil, the barkeep named Mr, Hennessy. 

"'I wish,'" said Mr. Dooley, '"that we cud bate th' English fairly at 

some game or another,"' began Dunne's attack on Olympic jingoism. 

"'Didn't we do it at Stockholm?'" asked Mr. Hennessy. Mr. Dooley 

replied that the Americans had not won fairly. The evidence in the 

English press indicated the Americans cheated. "'Here it is, an exthract 

fr'm th' London Daily Groan. It was not th' supeeryort'y iv th' 

American team that give it th' victhry but the thrainin' methods iv these 

barbaryans fr'm acrost th' water,"' Dooley read. "It turns out that many 

iv these pretinded amachoors stopped smokin' cigareets an' afin pie weeks 

befure goin' to Sweden,'" Dooley continued. And "'that while our athletics 

were llvin' their ordhinry amachoor lives an' takin' no exercise beyant 

fightin' with th' wasps f'r possession iv th' breakfast marmylade their 

opponents were practicin' runnin', jumpin' and puttin' th' shot, so as 

to have an onfair advantage whin they entered th' races,'" reported 

Dooley from the Groan. "Iv coorse they bate us, but we thank hiven that 

Englishmen have not adopted these neefaryous methods, but whin they 

43 
win, though it be sildom, do so entirely on their merits,'" 

43. Finley Peter Dunne, "Dooley on Supremacy of the English 
in Athletics," The New York Times, 28 July 1912, sec, 5, p. 9, 



Not only were the Americans not amateurs, Mr. Dooley admitted, 

"'But that ain't all. A cillybrated author comes out an' says it 

wasn't an American team that won at all. They were al' foreigners."' 

Dooley marveled that '"th' American comitymen wint to th' extlnt iv 

ringin' in a Cherokee Indyan as an American, What d'ye think iv that?'" 

he asked Mr, Hennessy. '"Cud bad spoortsmanship go further thin that 

to pretind that an assisted iiranygrant whose people haven't been in this 

counthry f'r more thin tin thosan' years was an American?'" wondered 

44 
Dooley. "'No wondher we won.'" 

Mr. Dooley revealed that the English planned to recruit their 

next Olympic team from all over the Empire. '"Twud be a grand way iv 

spreadin' dimycracy all over th' wurruld,'" he believed. '""Gunga Din," 

says wan iv th' English lords, goin' up to a British atheleet who is 

hittin' th' pipe undher a bamboo three an' givin' him a light kick, 

"X want ye to go to Berlin an' run a thosan' yards f'r th' honor iv 

01' England,"'" speculated Dooley, "'"Divil a fut will I put in front 

iv another till ye give me a vote," says th' atheleet. An' if th' 

45 
English ar-re thrue spoortsmen he'll get it,'" Dooley asserted. 

The United States Olympic team returned to New York City on 

August 24, 1912. They rode a motorcade from Fifth Avenue and Forty-

First Street to City Hall. Along the parade route "great crowds" 

cheered. Thousands of "men and women were on hand to pay tribute to the 

prowess of the men from all over the United States, who, by their speed, 

44. Ibid. 

45. Ibid. 



strength and stamina for the fifth consecutive series, gave ample testi

mony to the ability of young America." American flags adorned the busi

nesses along Waverly Place and Broadway, the thoroughfares the parade 

wound through. Everywhere along the route "schoolchildren vied with 

each other in giving vent to the concerted cheer, 'U.S.A. A-m-e-r-i-c-a,' 

which had so often rung through the stadium upon the occasion of a vic

tory of one of the boys who were honored yesterday." Mayor William J. 

Gaynor addressed the athletes at City Hall. '"The prowess which you 

have displayed has been the medium of comment for the people of the 

world, and particularly Europe,"' noted New York's mayor. '"You have 

46 
shown that you possessed American stomachs, hearts, muscles and heads.'" 

That evening at a Terrace Gardens dinner honoring the athletes 

before "assembled clans of many kinds," the Olympic team filled its 

American stomachs. Supreme Court Justice Victor J, Dowling presided 

over the gathering. He made a "stirring speech" praising American con

ceptions of amateurism and athletic success. The A.O.C. President, 

Colonel Robert M. Thompson, argued "that America had gained more through 

the games than could be obtained through a dozen other mediums which 

might argue for the continuance of good-will between the nations of the 

world.The dinner menu was sprinkled with references to the Olympic 

champions. It included Grape Fruit, fresh from Craig's farm, Chicken 

consomme a la Babcock, potatoes a la McGrath, Sauce Meredith, Potato 

46. "Olympic Champions Cheered and Dined," The New York Times, 
25 August 1912, sec. 1, p. 4. 

47. "Team Honored at a Dinner," The New York Times, 
25 August 1912, sec. 1, p. 4. 
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Croquettes, Kelly style, Reidpath Asparagus, Sauce Strobino, Sorbet, 

Jim Thorpe Spring chicken in casserole from "Babe" McDonald's Hennery, 

48 
Salad a la Lippincott, and Lampote Sheppard, Apollinaris. 

Americans christened their 1912 Olympians "America's Athletic 

Missionaries." The nation saw sports, especially the Olympian variety, 

as a cornucopia filled with examples which illustrated the American 

spirit. According to the media, American athletes applied grit, per

severance and arduous training to their natural athletic skills to 

produce Olympic champions, American pragmatism required both good 

sportsmanship and victory, Mr. Dooley captured the national infatuation 

Americans felt for their athletic missionaries: 

"I don't know why I get so inthrested in these things—me that 
cudden't roll, let along run, a hundherd yards an' wud be sure 
to dhrop th' hammer on me toes if I thryed to throw it. But 
I do. Why is it? I ain't annything like as stirred up be our 
intellechool conquests as I am be a New York poliseman peggin' 
th' hammer th' lenth iv th' stajum. There's a colledge in Paris 
called th' Sourbun, an' ivery year it asks a pro-fissor fr'm 
this counthry to go over an' give an exhibition iv how high th' 
American mind can jump. Some iv our gr-reatest mintel atheleets, 
with as much head above their spictacles as below thim, has 
enthered in these spoorts an' done gr-reat honor to their native 
land. But d'ye see me skimmin' th' pa'apers to find out what 
Dr. Sarybellum, pro-fissor iv tautology at Kaw University has 
done to th' Frinch champeen? If I did, chances ar-re I wudden't 
find it. Ye don't see anny hadlines in th' pa-apers, 'American 
Profissor Grabs First Money at Sourbun.' No Sir. I don't care 
whether he did or not. X wudden't mind if he was disqualified 

48, Ibid. The menu referred to Ralph Craig, who won the 100 and 
200 meter dashes. Henry Babcock won the pole vault. Matt McGrath 
triumphed in the hammer throw. James Meredith won the 800 meter run. 
Fred Kelly finished first in the 110 meter hurdles. Charles Reidpath 
won the 400 meter race. Gaston Strobino finished third in the Mara
thon. Jim Thorpe triumphed in the penthathlon and decathlon. Pat 
"Babe" MacDonald won the shot-put. Donald Lippincott finished third 
in the 100 meters and second in the 200 meters. Melvin Sheppard placed 
second in the 800 meter run. 
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f'r spikin' his opponent or speakin' Latin through his nose. 
But whin an American goes over to punch a foreigner's eye or 
row against him or run him off his feet I set back in me 
rockin' chair, read ivery line iv th' reports an' give three 
cheers f'r him. I'm proud to be riprisinted abroad be these 
young fellows. Europeens usually get their Idees iv America 
fr'm th' Americans they see trudgin' around th' churches readin' 
little red books an' steppln' on th' heels iv old ladies sayin' 
their pather an' aves, or cursin' th' hotels iv Rome because 
they can't get withered bran f'r breakfast, or tellin' a 
Cardinal how much St. Peter's is like th' new coorthouse at 
Wanskaloosa. I'd like to say: 'These boys that ye see hoppin' 
around th' thrack ar-re th' rile riprisentive Americans, They 
are our ambassadures, no th' la-ads ye see makin' a ginuflixion 
befure th' king.' An' th' foreigners wud look thim over an' 
say: 'What's th' use iv makin' war again such a tur'ible 
people?' 

The United States Olympic champions, Craig, Babcock, McGrath, 

Meredith, Reidpath, Thorpe, McDonald, Lippincott, Kahanamoku, Rose and 

others, represented "the best spirit of the age and race" for their 

nation. "Never," announced James E. Sullivan, "did an American team 

show greater pride in being American citizens than at Stockholm. 

America's athletic missionaries had been selected "without regard to 

class, wealth, race, color or previous conditions of servitude," 

crowed the American press.Indeed they were representative. Athletic 

practical idealism — the "spirit of athletics" and the "practical form 

of training" as Sullivan put it — had conquered the athletic universe 

in 1912. With the scalps of Europe's athletes tucked safely under their 

49. Dunne, "Dooley on Supremacy of the English in Athletics," p. 9. 

50. "Sees 1916 Olympic Triumph," The New York Times, 
3 August 1912, sec. 1, p. 4. 

51. "Race Questions at the Olympics," p. 214, 
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belts, Americans looked forward to "a still greater triumph at Berlin 

in 1916."52 

52. "Sees 1916 Olympic Triumph," p. 4, 



CHAPTER 6 

ANTWERP -- 1920: THE END OF OLYMPIC INNOCENCE 

"The widest publicity should be given to your patriotic achievements for 
the influence of your example can stimulate a nation's productive power 
and help bring things back to normal." (New York Mayor John F. Hylan's 
hope that the American Olympic victory would return the nation to nor
malcy, 1920) 

"Fortified by modern methods the athletes of Germany, France, 

England, and the north countries will present a most formidable front 

to the United States team at Berlin in 1916," predicted Edward Bayard 

2 
Moss after the Stockholm Olympics concluded. But the year scheduled 

for the contesting of the sixth Olympiad found Europe embroiled in 

war. In 1916 there were no American athletic missionaries crossing 

the Atlantic to convert the Old World peoples with muscular feats. 

But a year later the United States sent a host of young men to Europe to 

fight for the same American ideals that the Olympians preached. President 

Woodrow Wilson's war message to Congress promised that, "we shall fight 

for the things which we have always carried nearest our hearts, for 

democracy, for the right of those who submit to authority to have a 

voice in their own Governments, for the rights and liberties of small 

3 
nations, for a universal dominion of right." And so the nation went to 

war. 

1. "2 Girls of 14 Stars in Olympic Parade," The New York Times, 
3 October 1920, sec. 1, p. 14. 

2. Edward Bayard Moss, "America's Athletic Missionaries, 
Harper's Weekly, 27 July 1912, p. 9. 

3. Henry May, The End of American Innocence (New York: Alfred 
A. Knopf, 1959), p. 385; 

96 
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Historians have charted a cultural revolution in the United 

States near the First World War, The "inveterate optimism" of the Ameri

can culture of 1912, a culture whose values had emerged from the nine

teenth century and adapted to the multi-ethnic, urban, industrial world 

power the United States became in the 1890s, came under attack in the 

years before the war by artists, writers and new philosophical, socio

logical and scientific premises. The "end of American innocence" began 

in 1912 according to Henry May. The catastrophe of World War One and 

the grinding power of the new bureaucratic machinery dismembered American 

practical idealism completely by 1919. In the new world after the 

Great War, Americans would seize chunks of their old, dismembered morals 

4 
and values in attempts to conjure a new set of national ideals. 

The postwar world seemed dangerous and confusing. "This big 

world has never seemed so big to most of us as it has to-day," began 

a Ladies Home Journal editorial in August 1912. "Its problems have 

never seemed so staggering in their immensity.11"' Another editorial in 

the September 1919 issue of the same magazine argued that the nation 

must Americanize that big new world, starting with the United States. 

"Suppose for a moment we would, for one year, work to truly Americanize 

America with the same zest as we worked to win the war! The result would 

not only be astounding to ourselves but to the world," exclaimed the 

editor. "And yet our work in the war was only individual effort put 

forth in combined effort: each man in his place: each woman in her 

4. Ibid,, pp. 387-398, 

5. "The Greatest Thing in the World," The Ladies Home Journal, 
August 1919, p. 1. 
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place. Shall we do less for our own land than we were ready to do and 

did for the lands across the sea?" The Ladies Home Journal's brand of 

Americanization "points straight and true to a new America, greater in 

dauntlessness, kindlier in sympathies: more understandingly helpful: 

and, above all, more compelling in those qualities of righteousness 

that make a people great and invincible."^ But defining those "qualities 

of righteousness" proved a frustrating task after the practical idealism 

which Americans subscribed to during the Progressive Era faltered. 

A new decade, the 1920s, loomed before the nation. The figure

head of practical idealism, Theodore Roosevelt, died in 1919. Woodrow 

Wilson sank his ship of state on the uncharted reefs of the new era 

trying to ram an idea for insuring world order through Congress which 

properly belonged to the Progressive American mentality — the League 

of Nations.^ Strikes, inflation, the Red Scare, anti-radical backlashes 

against immigrants and labor, the rise of one hundred percent Americanism, 

and the passing of prohibition and women's suffrage marked 1919 and 

1920. It was indeed a new world. The regulators and the regulated 

began to define their roles in the bureaucratic society the Progressives 

created, Corporate America saw financial bonanzas in war ravaged Europe 

and those visions helped launch the business civilization of the 1920s. 

In the midst of the American cultural unrest following the Great War 

the Olympic Games were once again revived and scheduled for Antwerp, 

6. "A New America," The Ladies Home Journal, September 1919, 

p. 1, 

7. Robert Wiebe, The Search for Order, 1877-1920 (New York: 
Hill and Wang, 1967), pp. 256-285. 
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Belgium in 1920. The International Olympic Committee (I.O.C.) chose 

Antwerp, "the city of Rubens," instead of Berlin to symbolize the 

spirit of the brave Belgian defense against the overwhelming onslaught 

g 
of the German army in World War One. 

Americans hoped the seventh Olympiad would yield the same con

firmations and celebrations of their values for which they remembered 

previous Olympiads. Perhaps the Olympics could rekindle the practical 

idealism the nation had lost in the years since the Stockholm Olympics. 

"Another American Expeditionary Force is soon to take ship for Europe, 

and is expected to return as liberally covered with glory and so widely 

held in renown as those contingents who a year ago looked with gladdened 

eyes on the shores of home," predicted the Literary Digest of the 1920 

United States Olympic team. The magazine recalled "the bloodless fields 

of Stockholm," where the United States performed magnificently and 

thrilled to the chant of "Rah, rah, ray! U.S.A. A-M-E-R-I-C-A." 

Memories of American Olympic mythology made Antwerp "the Mekka [sic] 

of hopeful prodigies of strength, skill and fleetness; the Cockpit of 

Europe is prepared for another invasion, and for this one the Belgians 

9 
hold out welcoming hands," 

The New York Times assured its readers that the American Olympic 

Committee (A.O.C.) had selected the "greatest athletic team which ever 

8. Baron de Coubertin, "The Seventh Olympic Games," in Report of 
the American Olympic Committee (Greenwich, Conn.: The Conde Nast Press, 

1920), p. 58. 

9. "Memories of the Last Olympic Games," Literary Digest, 
3 July 1920, pp. 94-95. 
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competed in international games for Uncle Sam." The A.O.C. tapped "132 

scintillating track and field stars, from all parts of the country, 

the survival of the fittest in the extensive plan employed to determine 

athletes best equipped to wear the American shield," as America's athletic 

missionaries for the seventh Olympiad. An A.O.C. panel of experts 

selected the track and field team after tryouts in Philadelphia, Chicago, 

New Orleans, and Pasadena, and a final test at the National Amateur 

Athletic Union (A.A.U.) Championships at Harvard Stadium in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, July 17, 1920.^ 

Gustavus T. Kirby, the A.O.C. president, thought financial 

support was "the weakest link in our chain of preparations, but I hope 

that when the public learns all that the American Olympic Committee and 

the athletes are doing, it will rally to our support and make success 

assured by providing funds to send sufficient entrants to maintain our 

proud athletic records in past Olympiads." The team must have money, 

cried Kirby. "Our wonderful war showing abroad has led all European 

nations to expect that every future American invasion will be conducted 

upon a similar winning scale." According to the A.O.C. president the 

Europeans expected "the United States to sweep forward to victory just 

12 
as our troops did in the Argonne forest." 

10. "Team of 132 Stars to Represent U.S.," The New York Times, 
19 July 1920, sec. 1, p. 9. 

11. Frederick W. Rubien, "Sports Under the Amateur Athletic 

Union," in Report of the American Olympic Committee, pp. 173-174. 

12. "Kirby Lays Stress on Need of Funds," The New York Times, 
5 July 1920, sec. 1, p. 11. 
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Literary Digest anticipated a continuation of the American 

Olympic dynasty, noting that "it has become something of a habit with 

American field-and track-athletes [sic] to 'bring home the bacon' from 

any international contest in which they happen to be entered, and the 

men now in process of selection to represent America in the Olympic 

games in Antwerp this summer will be er.pected to uphold Yankee tradition." 

American victory seemed practically insured by the fact that World 

War One "has taken a far greater toll of European athletes, naturally, 

than of our own." Literary Digest claimed that the bitter legacy of the 

Great War was "unfortunate, from our own point of view as well as 

Europe's, for we are developing men of such promise that they might 

13 
well become worldbeaters under any circumstances." 

American Olympic officials found that sending those worldbeaters 

to Europe was a difficult task. The problems began when the A.O.C, 

discovered that the chaotic conditions of the post-war trans-Atlantic 

passenger lines, due to war losses and strikes on both sides of tho-

Atlantic, rendered transportation of the American team on commercial 

vessels impossible. The A.O.C. turned to the War Department for help. 

The United States Army of Occupation of the Rhine was stationed at Ant

werp and military transports made frequent supply runs to Belgium from 

New York. 

13. "Prospective American Champions in the Olympic Games," 
Literary Digest, 20 March 1920, p. 115. 

14. The American Olympic Committee, "General Statement of the 
American Olympic Committee," in Report of the American Olympic Committee, 
pp. 21-23. 
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Secretary of War Newton D, Baker, an honorary vice-president of 

the A.O.C., advised the Olympic committee he was legally restricted to 

allowing only army members and their wives, or Congressmen and their 

wives, to travel on military transports. Baker and the A,0,C, managed 

to push a joint resolution through Congress which President Wilson 

signed on June 2, 1920, authorizing the Secretary of War to transport 

the Olympic team on army ships, The War Department picked the Northern 

Pacific for the Olympic journey, The Northern Pacific possessed the 

speed and comfort of a passenger liner but a loosened plate beneath 

the waterline rendered it unseaworthy for the trip from New York to 

Europe, scuttling the A.O.C,'s plans. Officials housed the stranded 

team at Fort Slocum, New Jersey, much "to the disgust of certain athletes 

who prefered to pay their own expenses in New York City," until a replace

ment vessel could be found.^ 

The army first offered the S. S. Buford. But the A.O.C. 

Vt' :ied the prospect of sixteen day crossing — compared to eight on the 

Northern Pacific — on the small transport. The A.O.C. and the War 

Department finally settled on the Princess Matoika. "Unfortunately," 

as the official report stated, "the Matoika was not the Northern Pacific; 

one was an up-to-date, fast-going ocean steamer, the other slow and of 

ancient vintage." Under the law officers and their wives, and federal 

officials and their wives, had to be housed in staterooms. On its 

Antwerp voyage the Matoika carried both the officers and officials 

originally booked on it, and the Northern Pacific's passengers, as well 

15. Ibid., pp. 23-25, 
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as the Olympians. Host of the Olympic team, "besides the women swimmers, 

and a few coaches and officials who as older men deserved some pre

cedence," had to travel "troopship,""^ 

The A.O.C, hosted a farewell gathering for the athletes at the 

Manhattan Opera House on July 26, 1920. As soon as the bon voyage party 

ended the team boarded a boat for Hoboken, New Jersey. There they trans-

17 
ferred to the transport Princess Matoika, Republican presidential 

nominee Warren G. Harding cabled his wishes to the Olympians on board 

the Princess Matoika. "To the company of American athletes sailing to 

participate in the Olympic games I want to send a word of Godspeed and 

good wishes," greeted Harding. "You will uphold all the traditions of 

American sportsmanship, I well know, and I want you to know also that 

I am joining with all your countrymen in wishing that you may come 

home with your full share of the honors of the great occasion and added 

18 
distinction to our country." 

The Matoika left the United States on July 26. The team members 

protested conditions on the ship in a signed statement during the Atlantic 

crossing. They charged that the Matoika was dirty and vermin-ridden; 

that the crew was inept both in keeping the troopship quarters clean and 

at the mess table; and that sanitary facilities onboard were atrocious. 

"Apparently they forgot the emergency of the situation," answered the 

16, Ibid., pp. 26-27. 

17, Ibid., pp. 27-28, 

18, "Congratulated on Speech," The New York Times, 28 July 1920, 
sec. 1, p. 4. 
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A.O.C. The officials chided the Olympians with an anecdote about the 

behavior of some Boy Scouts on the same ship: 

It is interesting to note that on another voyage the 
same summer, 600 Boy Scouts occupied troopship accommodations 
on the Matoika from Antwerp to New York and these boys cheer
fully did their own cleaning up, smiled at their discomforts, 
and had no complaint of their treatment, but on the contrary, 
expressed unqualified appreciation of the opportunity afforded 
them by the War Department to have transportation to and from 
their International Convention.^ 

The American team arrived in Antwerp on August 8. "It was a 

brave and splendid thing for war torn and all but prostrate Belgium to 

hold the Seventh Olympiad," commended the A.O.C.'s official report. 

The gloom of war still hung over Antwerp. "Despite cheering crowds, 

gaily decorated stands and eager athletes," observed the official report, 

"scars of the great war were still plainly visible." The flags of the 

Central Powers — Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, Hungary and Turkey — 

and Russia were missing from the national banners displayed at the 

stadium. The International Olympic Committee had not tendered invitations 

20 
to the losers of the war or the Bolshevists of the new Russian regime. 

A.O.C. president Gustavus T. Kirby had secured lodging for the 

majority of the American team at a schoolhouse on the Rue Oudaen. The 

shooting, polo and equestrian teams billeted with the American army at 

Coblenz, the rowing team near a Brussels canal and the women swimmers 

at the Y.W.C.A. Hostess House in Antwerp. The Americans arrived in 

Antwerp in the midst of a three day holiday. Belgian workmen had not 

19. The American Olympic Committee, "General Statement," 
pp. 29-30, 

20. Ibid., pp. 35-36. 
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finished outfitting the schoolhouse to accommodate the athletes. The 

Olympians found the toilets disgusting, the showers offering only cold 

water, and fewer cots than athletes at the schoolhouse. The food the 

Americans received at Antwerp "was far from satisfactory," according to 

21  
the official report. 

The animosity between the athletes and officials which had 

festered during the long voyage to the Olympics boiled over the day 

before the opening ceremonies when Kirby dismissed the Illinois Athletic 

Club's world record holding triple jumper Dan Ahearn for insubordination. 

Ahearn had missed the 10 P.M. curfew at the schoolhouse the night before. 

Ahearn's "contention was that he was unable to sleep in the noisy 

schoolhouse, prefering the hotel where the big weight men were allowed 

to sleep." Some of the American Olympians threatened to boycott the 

Olympics unless Ahearn was reinstated. The A.O.C. angrily replied that 

their decision was irrevocable, "even if 90 per cent of the athletes 

22 
refuse to compete." 

The A.O.C. held a mass meeting in that tense atmosphere at which 

the athletes "virtually forced the committee to reconsider the case of 

Ahearn." The Olympians greeted President Kirby and Justice Bartow S. 

Weeks, the A.O.C. secretary, with "cat-calls and heckling." The meeting 

created "considerable wrangling among the athletes themselves, mixed 

with demands for silence from the more moderate of them as heckling 

21, Ibid., pp. 32-33. 

22, "American Athlete Ousted from Team," The New York Times, 
14 August 1920, sec. 1, p. 9. 
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interrogations were flung at the speakers." Justice Weeks "pleaded the 

need of teamwork and discipline" with the athletes. "'What position 

would you be in if the committee refused to continue its duty?'" 

queried Weeks. "'Go ahead, we will get another committee!, and other 

23 
similar remarks" cascaded on the stunned justice. The next day A.O.C. 

24 
officials reinstated Ahearn for the 1920 Games. 

On opening day Cardinal Desire Joseph Mercier held an inaugural 

service for the seventh Olympiad at Cathedral of Antwerp during which 

a De Profundis was sung for the deceased athletes who would have com

peted in the 1920 Olympics. For the first time in Olympic history the 

Olympic flag with its five multi-colored rings entwined on a white 

background, appeared at the Games. Another innovation of the Antwerp 

Olympiad was the recitation of the Olympic oath. A Belgian athlete 

spoke in the name of the assembled sportsmen. "We swear that we are 

taking part in the Olympic Games as loyal competitors, observing the 

rules governing the Games, and anxious to show a spirit of chivalry, 

for the honor of our countries and for the glory of the sport." The 

national teams marched past the Belgian royal family and Cardinal Mercier 

25 
at Antwerp stadium. The American team made "an impressive sight in 

their white flannels and blue jackets with the American shield on the 

23. Ibid. 

24. "Ahearn Reinstated After Apologizing to Committees," 
The New York Times, 15 August 1920, sec. 1, p. 17, 

25. Coubertin, "The Seventh Olympic Games," in Report of the 
American Olympic Committee, p. 54, 
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26 
left breast." King Albert pronounced the Games open amidst a booming 

cannonade, while a delegation of Belgian army veterans released pigeons 

27 
into the skies of Antwerp. 

For the first time since the St. Louis Olympiad in 1904 (and 

the first time on foreign soil since Athens in 1896) the United States 

won more total medals in all Olympic events than any other nation. 

The United States won 41 gold, 26 silver and 27 bronze medals. Runner-up 

Sweden won 17 gold, 19 silver and 26 bronze medals, The United States 

dominated men's swimming and diving, the shooting contests, rowing, 

and won the Olympic rugby title. America's women swimmers and divers 

swept every event except the "plain" diving contest. The Americans 

won nine firsts, twelve seconds and eight thirds in the twenty-eight 

28 
event program for track and field. 

Some Olympic observers found the American performance in track 

and field less than satisfying. Roy Lewis satirized the New York Times 

pre-Olympic hoopla which hung the "scintillating stars" label on the 

United States track team. "We sent an immense team of 108 men, only 

25 per cent of whom did effective work," grumbled Lewis. "Sixty per 

cent did nothing but have a joy ride and join the ranks of the 'also 

rans!"' Sportswriter Sparrow Robinson thought the United States sent 

"too much deadwood" to Antwerp. Lewis found it remarkable that no 

American trackster won more than a single event. "If we are to rank 

26. Rubien, "Sports Under the A.A.U.," p. 212. 

27. Coubertin, "The Seventh Olympic Games," p. 54. 

28. Bill Henry and Patricia Yeomans, An Approved History of the 
Olympic Games (Sherman Oaks, Cal,: Alfred Publishing, 1983), pp. 103-111. 
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as we should among the nations of the earth," wrote Lewis, "we must 

train our men properly and consistently in the distance runs, we must 

pay more attention to our field events, particularly the discus and 

javelin; we must develop the type of middle distance runners represented 

by the Merediths, the Tabors, the Joneses, and the Sheppards of other 

years." Lewis concluded his criticism of the American track and field 

performance at the 1920 Olympics with an admonition: 

No American team has ever gone to Europe without teaching 
the Continentals something to their advantage. If we do not 
quickly begin to learn as well as teach, we shall be letting 
others break all the worsteds at the finish lines. The European 
has too often been accused hereabouts of taking the inventions 
or ideas of others instead of originating anything. True or 
not, we must admit that the winner counts most heavily in the 
score. What shall it profit a man if he create the tools but 
disdain to use them?29 

Others agreed with Lewis, but managed less disparaging language. 

A New York Times sports editorial announced that "followers of the sport 

in this country are awakening to the realization that the supremacy 

enjoyed heretofore by America in the classic games is to be challenged 

hard." The newspaper revealed that the American team achieved triumph 

in track and field through "balanced strength." "In the matter of 

individual brilliance the athletes did not quite measure up to those of 

former years — this without reflecting upon the admirable manner in 

which the athletes aquitted themselves," thought the editor. The 

New York periodical concluded that the Americans "should not rest on 

29. Roy Lewis, "Our 'Scintillating' Stars at Antwerp," Outing, 
January 1921, pp. 162-165. 
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their laurels but should commence without delay the work of developing 

30 
a conquering team for the next Olympiad." 

The American Olympians managed to satisfy the expectations of 

some commentators. Another New York Times editorial proclaimed the 

squad "doubtless the strongest in the annals of athletics," when "con

sidered as a team." The editorial noted the 1912 Olympians led in the 

"number of individual stars," winning sixteen gold medals to the 1920 

delegation's nine, "but the number of entries this year was far larger 

31 
and competition proportionately keen." Under the headline "American 

Athletes Are Still Supreme," a New York Times sports reporter insisted 

the United States athletic dominance "has not really been threatened, 

and while it behooves this country to watch its step for European 

development during the four years that will intervene before the next 

Olympics, nothing transpired during the games just concluded in the 

stadium at Antwerp to warrant the belief that the United States is in 

32 
danger of being dethroned for some time to come." 

Many Olympic watchers thought the massive casualties suffered by 

the European nations eased the American task at Antwerp, The Rocky 

Mountain News wrote that "more than a generation will be required to 

place the four great nations chiefly engaged in the war on a near 

30. "Track and Field," The New York Times, 30 August 1920, 

p. 10. 

31. "The Olympic Victors," The New York Times, 2 October 1920, 

sec. 1, p. 14. 

32. "American Athletes Are Still Supreme," The New York Times, 

25 August 1920, sec. 1, p. 11. 
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33 
equality with the more favored nations." The New York Times agreed 

that the "poor showing of the leading European countries," could be 

attributed to the war. "Many who would have been victors lie in 

3 / 
France," mourned the New York newspaper. 

American journalists could not form a consensus on the performance 

of the United States Olympic team. Nor could they decide who was at 

fault in the squabbles between the athletes and A.O.C. officials over 

living conditions on the Princess Matoika and in Antwerp. The incidents 

infuriated Roy Lewis. "We are having enough troubles with professional 

athletics, strikers, strike-breakers, Bolshevists, and the League of 

Nations without being forced to turn our attention to squabbles within 

what should be the cleanest organization in the world — the Amateur 

Athletic Union," he scoffed. Lewis characterized the scandal as "a 

series of charges and counter-charges which seem to be aimed at and 

worded for the greatest possible publicity." He charged the athletes 

with "undue individualism," and sarcastically noted triple jumper Dan 

Ahearn was reinstated "at the demand — not request, mind you — of 

the rest of the contestants." Lewis also castigated the officials 

who "talk back to the press in veiled threat and innuendo of 'charges' 

which they may prefer." Lewis thought the incidents added up to "a 

35 
sad business all around." 

33. "Our Olympic Victors," Literary Digest, 4 September 1920, 
p. 19. 

34. "The Olympic Victors," p. 14. 

35. Lewis, "Our 'Scintillating' Stars," p, 163-164. 



- I 

111 

The behavior of the officials and athletes at Antwerp scandalized 

the American press. A New York Times sports editorial cautioned, 

"ordinary decency and common sense call for a suspension of judgement 

in the altercation," until all parties had returned to the United States. 

The New York daily was positive A.O.C. president Kirby and secretary 

Weeks "were utterly altruistic and patriotic" in their efforts. The 

two unfortunate organizers "had no beds of roses to offer the touring 

athletes" at Antwerp. That Kirby and Weeks "were at fault however, 

36 
is not clear," concluded the editorial. 

The A.O.C. managed to secure return passage for many of the 

Olympians on ocean liners. But sixty athletes were consigned to the 

army transport Antigone and forty-nine to the Sherman for the voyage 

back to New York. The sixty unfortunate Olympians agreed to travel on 

the Antigone if "the quarters were kept clean and neat and were in a 

good part of the boat." The army promised it would see to it that the 

return trip would be comfortable. But the Antigone proved to be as bad 

as the Princess Matoika. The Olympians jumped ship in Liverpool, 

England. According to the A.O.C.'s official report, "it was felt to be 

a hardship to insist even upon those in staterooms remaining on board 

[the Antigone] and authority was given for accomodations to be secured 

for all on the Mobile." The sixty athletes sentenced to a "troopship" 

crossing on the Antigone instead reached New York in first class cabins 

37 
on the ocean liner Mobile. 

36, "Track and Field," The New York Times, 27 September 1920, 
sec, 1, p. 11. 

37. The American Olympic Committee, "General Statement," 
pp. 40-44. 
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The Olympic athletes angrily ridiculed the A.O.C. as soon as 

they returned to the United States. Richard Remer, bronze medalist in 

the 3000 meter walk, gave an interview to the New York Times immediately 

after debarking from the Sherman. ''I wouldn't make this trip again for 

any consideration," announced Remer. "It can be safely said that if 

the team had been permitted two hours for deliberation before it sailed 

on the Matoika, every man Jack of them would have quit the team and 

remained home," swore the dissatisfied walker. "That's how bad things 

were and there's no exaggeration. Dissatisfaction was manifest immedi

ately we boarded the ship and there was no cessation to the demonstra

tion of objection throughout the journey,'" Remer revealed. He 

thought "the blame lies solely on the American Olympic Committee for 

38 
not making the proper arrangements for travel and housing while abroad.'' 

The official A.O.C. report blamed the poor traveling and training 

conditions on a "lack of time" for organization and "early uncertainty" 

about the Games. The report also implicated the army as a contributing 

factor to the poor traveling conditions. "With a permanent, continuing 

organization, sufficiently financed, not only should the United States 

be able to prepare a super-team for the next Olympiad, but the public 

should be educated as to the purpose and wider significance of Olympic 

39 
Games so that athletic prowess may be real and lasting," concluded 

the A.0,C. 

38. "Olympians Return, Condemn Officieals," The New York 
Times, 12 September 1920, sec. 1, p, 21. 

39. "The American Olympic Committee, "General Statement," 

p. 46. 
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In his official report General William M. Wright denied any 

responsibility the United States Army had in the Olympic scandal, 

Wright contended that the athletes' complaints "indicate that some of 

the competitors did not realize the natural discomforts to be expected 

from an ocean voyage or collective housing in a crowded city, immedi

ately after the war." The general also believed "that they failed to 

appreciate the impossibility of supplying so large a number of persons 

with accomodations such as would be enjoyed by a tourist travelling 

for pleasure. 

The squabbles between the athletes and the A.O.C. bureacrats, 

and the furor over the degree of "scintillation" American Olympians 

showed at Antwerp, dissipated on October 2, 1920 in New York City. A 

procession of Olympic champions wound down Fifth Avenue from Fifty-

ninth Street to City Hall, where Mayor John F. Hylan addressed the 

Olympians. The crowds lining the parade route gave their greatest 

ovations to Times square traffic cop and Olympic champion in the 

56 pound weight throw Pat McDonald; the six members of the gold medal 

winning eight oared shell crew from the United States Naval Academy; 

and fourteen year olds Eileen Riggin and Helen Wainwright, winner and 

41 
runner up respectively in the "fancy" diving contest." 

Mayor Hylan claimed that the American victories at Antwerp 

"show the aggressive spirit as well as the unconquerable one." 

40. Major General William M. Wright, "The Part Played by the 
Army," in The Report of the American Olympic Committee, p. 84. 

41, "2 Girls of 14 Stars in Olympic Parade," p. 14. 
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Hylan believed that the "confidence in your own ability — in which we 

all secretly shared — was the basis upon which you built your triumphs." 

The mayor presented medals to the Olympians and announced that "it makes 

us all feel proud that we are Americans and belong to the country that 

produces such wonderful specimens of virile manhood and womanhood." 

Hylan predicted that American "achievement and high ideals in sport would 

do much to counteract the forces of unrest in this country and destroy 

the influence of agitators who preach the destruction of the American 

42 
form of Government." 

That evening the mayor held a banquet at the Waldorf-Astoria 

honoring the American Olympic team. Father Francis P. Duffy, a hero 

of the First World War, recalling the "Black Sox" fix at the 1919 

World series, told the diners, "the examples of the clean-cut victory 

of the American Olympic team at Antwerp will do much to counteract the 

effect of the baseball scandal." "It is only proper," thought the 

chaplain of the "fighting 69th," "that distinguished men and women of 

New York City should unite to give you applause for upholding the 

American ideal of a clean mind in a sound body and for adding new 

43 
prestige to this Republic and new glory to its flag." 

The mayor continued his praise of the Olympians at the banquet. 

Hylan annointed the Olympians as the champions of American morality, 

42. Ibid. 

43. Ibid. Father Francis Patrick Duffy (1871-1932) was a 
prominent New York City clergyman and much decorated chaplain of the 
69th regiment of the United States Army which became the 165th 
infantry of the 42nd division during the Great War. The National 
Cyclopaedia of American Biography, vol. 30 (New York: James T. White 
& Co., 1943), pp. 200-201. 
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opposing the sinister agitators who sought to tear down the American 

way of life. "You men and women have shown how a citizen should live, 

and love, revere and respect his native land," commended the mayor. 

"By your hard, earnest work and deserved victories you have set an 

example of energy which should help in some measure to counteract 

the insidous [sic] counsels of agitators who revile the Government 

and urge doing nothing for the common weal. It is with this misguided 

element in mind," Hylan preached, "that I say the moral value to the 

nation of such upright Americanism as displayed by the Olympic team is 

almost beyond computation." He felt that "the widest publicity should 

be given to your patriotic achievements for the influence of your 

example can stimulate a nation's productive power and help bring things 

back to normal." Hylan congratulated the Olympians on their patriotism. 

"You have shown what loyalty and brains can accomplish," preached the 

mayor, "and that these things are possible to every one under the pro

tecting folds of Old Glory, but that they must be sought in a spirit 

of fairness and fidelity to the American form of government. 

The 1920 American Olympic experience produced a mixture of images 

in the American mind. The nation anticipated a rekindling of American 

44. "2 Girls of 14 Stars in Olympic Parade," p. 14. Hylan's 
speech echoed the cry for normalcy made by Harding during the 
presidential election of 1920. "America's present need is not heroics, 
but healing; not nostrums, but normalcy," proclaimed the Republican 
candidate. His words struck a responsive chord in America. Robert 
K, Murray, The Politics of Normalcy: Governmental Theory and Practice 
in the Harding-Coolidge Era (New York: W. W. Norton, 1973), p. 9. 
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Idealism at the Antwerp Olympiad. But many observers were disappointed 

by the American performance and disenchanted by the squabbles between 

the A.O.C. and the athletes. They could not find the clear expression 

of American values that they had seen in the Olympics of 1896, 1900, 

1904, 1908 and 1912. The 1920 Olympians were still America's athletic 

missionaries. But they no longer championed the precise American 

idealism of Theodore Roosevelt'g generation. Instead they were pictured 

as one hundred percent American defenders of the ill-defined "American 

form of government" against undefined, sinister forces. 



CHAPTER 7 

OF MELTING POTS AND OLYMPIADS, DEMOCRACY AND SPORT: 
THE AMERICAN OLYMPIC EXPERIENCE 

"The field therfore of the Olympic idea is not merely sportive and 
social, it is educational and sociological as well. The intercourse 
of athletes and their friends makes for reciprocal good will and 
international peace: but in its largest aspect the idea makes for 
the general uplift and personal purity of untold millions." (Professor 
William Milligan Sloane's estimation of the Olympic idea, 1920) 

"'To make America the greatest is my goal, 
So I beat the Russian, and I beat the Pole, 
And for the USA won the Medal of Gold. 
Italians said, 'You're greater than the Cassius of Old.'" 
(Cassius Clay's estimation of the Olympic idea, 1960)^ 

William Oscar Johnson has observed that "to write properly about 

the Olympic Games of the twentieth century is to write about almost 

3 
everything in the twentieth century." Modern Olympiads have always 

reflected the political climate of the world around them. The realities 

of the twentieth century have always intruded upon the "purely" 

sporting events of Olympiads. Americans have always made distinctly 

American interpretations of the Olympic movement and viewed their 

Olympic competitors as champions of Mission. 

The first Olympiad at Athens in 1896 set the pattern for 

American Olympic experiences. The collegians from Princeton and the 

1. William Milligan Sloane, "Modern Olympic Games," in Report 
of the American Olympic Committee (Greenwich, Conn.: Conde Nast Press, 
1920), p. 83. 

2. "Voices: The Victors and the Vanquished," Life, Special 
Issue, Summer 1984, p. 31. 

3. William Oscar Johnson, All That Glitters Is Not Gold: 
The Olympic Games (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1972), p. 19. 
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Boston Athletic Association dominated their Old World rivals in the 

track and field events which Americans designated as the "classic" 

Olympic contests. American chroniclers of the Athenian Olympiad 

found evidences of those qualiites they believed made their nation 

great. Their reports stressed the composure and determination of 

American athletes, and reveled in American triumphs. If the Olympic 

competitors from the United States were to symbolize the moral superi

ority of the nation, they had to be successful -— and they were. 

Victory demonstrated that the self-proclaimed title of "chosen people" 

fitted America. The United Statep had conquered Europe on their 

first Olympic foray. They planned to make it a tradition. 

France hosted the second Olympiad at Paris in 1900. The 

Americans ran away from European athletes in track and field, the 

events regarded in the United States as "the Games." But Americans 

were not satisfied with simply winning at Paris. They precipitated 

an international scandal over the morality of Sabbath competition. 

However, with much of the team free to choose between gold and principle, 

a chance for victory proved stronger than maintaining their religious 

convictions. 

In 1904 the world contested the third Olympiad at St. Louis. 

But not much of the world showed up for those "all-American" Games. 

The third Olympiad drew the first truly representative American team. 

Athletes from many walks of life joined the usual collegian competitors. 

The 1904 Olympics mirrored American racial attitudes, The oracles of 

the melting pot found athletes from every social strata, uwd even a 
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black medalist, in St. Louis. They also found the spectacle of 

Anthropology Days. The promoters of that event banked on the myth 

that the world's greatest athletes belonged to the savage tribes of 

the earth, only to be disappointed when they proved less swift and 

strong than their civilized counterparts. In dispelling the legends 

of the supreme native sportsmen, Anthropology Days confirmed that 

American civilization produced the boldest and the strongest peoples. 

Relegated to sideshows in World Fairs, the Olympic Games 

at Paris and St. Louis almost destroyed the Olympic movement. An 

"interim" Games at Athens in 1906 rekindled international interest 

in the athletic festivals. The first officially selected and funded 

American Olympic team sought to continue the United States' Olympic 

domination at London in 1908. They succeeded in trouncing the world 

at track and field and scandalizing England and the Continent with 

their zeal for victory. America's athletic missionaries sought Olympic 

gold with the same fervor their more traditional counterparts sought 

souls. The nation applauded their Olympic argonauts for seizing the 

fleece of athletic superiority from the effete Europeans and dismissed 

the cackling from across the Atlantic with the presidential admonition 

that "we don't need to talk, we've won." Olympic victory also vindicated 

the win at any cost attitude of American sportsmen. Championing 

national ideals at Olympiads required that attitude. When measuring 

national superiority by counting Olympic medals, winning was not 

everything, it was the only thing. But it also undermined Baron Pierre 

de Coubertin's conception of the model athlete and cemented an often 

destructive brand of nationalism to the modern Olympic movement. 
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The fifth Olympiad at Stockholm in 1912 saw the grandest exhi

bition of American practical idealism the Games had yet witnessed. In 

the eyes of its pundits the United States squad typified the Progres

sive virtues which the nation had defined during the years since the 

first modern Olympics. The press hailed "the best spirit of the age 

and race" on the team chosen "without regard to class, wealth, race, 

color or previous condition of servitude." The results from Stockholm 

indicated that the vigorous, inspired Republic had once again demonstrated 

the superiority of their way of life through the feats of their athletic 

emissaries. 

The catastrophe of the First World War cancelled the sixth 

Olympiad, scheduled for Berlin in 1916. War scarred Antwerp hosted 

the seventh Olympiad in 1920. Although the United States whipped the 

world on the playing fields, the press was dissatisfied with the team's 

performance and disgusted with the squabbles between the athletes and 

officials. The athletic missionaires' agenda had lost its clarity when 

the "inveterate optimism" of American culture faltered after 1912. 

Instead of the apostles of the strenuous life's clear values, American 

Olympians became the defenders of an America less sure of its purpose, 

against the sinister forces of evil which lurked in the post war world. 

Politics and the Olympics continued to be inextricably linked 

after the Great War. During the 1920s there were many calls for the 

abolition of the Olympic Games from those who remembered that the much 

lauded internationalism of Olympism had done nothing to retard the rush 

toward world conflict in 1914. Many observers recognized particularly 
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virulent strains of nationalism in the behavior of athletes and spec

tators at the 1924 Olympics in Paris and the 1928 Olympics in Amsterdam. 

American sportswriter John R. Tunis mocked A.O.C. official Colonel Robert 

M. Thompson's claim that the Paris Games '"marked one more step forward 

in the promotion of understanding and good will among nations.Tunis 

sardonically remarked, "reading the voluminous report issued by the 

4 
American Olympic Association, one gets a slightly different impression." 

Tunis added his voice to the chorus of the Olympic abolitionists. Another 

school of thought viewed American Olympic victories as vindication for 

the youth of the "Jazz Age." The Pittsburgh Sun reveled in American 

Olympic success, "for it indicates that American youth despite much 

head-shaking and lamentation, is able to hold its own with the youth and 

stamina of the rest of the world, and incidentally to break a collection 

of records set by past generations,""' Or as A.O.C. president General 

Douglas MacArthur, who led the 1928 Olympic assault, proclaimed, "nothing 

is more synonymous of our national success than is our national success 

£ 
in athletics." 

The United States hosted the tenth Olympiad at Los Angeles in 

1932 during the depths of the Great Depression. The nation used the 

Olympics to showcase its spirit, resiliency and ideals in the midst of 

the devastating economic crisis. "Los Angeles reproduced 'the glory 

4. John R. Tunis, "The Olympic Games," Harper's, August 1928, 

p. 317. 

5. "American Youth Vindicated at Colombes," Literary Digest, 
9 August 1924, p. 9. 

6. Johnson, All That Glitters, p. 153. 



that was Greece' in a grand manner and on a vast scale," noted one 

observer of Hollywood's Olympic effort. "Gosh, what a spectacle," a 

rube reporter from America's hinterlands remarked when he first glimpsed 

the pagentry at the Los Angeles Coliseum.^ Those sentiments summed 

up the 1932 Olympic extravaganza. The Los Angeles Olympiad began the 

tradition of the host nation using the Olympic Games to boost national 

morale and show its best face to the world. In 1936 the national 

socialist party in Germany continued that precedent, presenting an 

Olympic tribute to the ideology of the Nazi state. In American Olympic 

mythology the 1936 Games became Jesse Owens' triumph over Hitler's 

Aryanism, the trouncing that democracy and the melting pot delivered 

to totalitarianism and racism (even though Germany defeated the United 

States decisively in the total medal standings). 

With the same foresight they demonstrated in awarding the 1916 

Games to Berlin, the International Olympic Committee selected Tokyo 

to host the 1940 Olympics. World War Two intervened and forced the 

Olympic movement into hibernation until 1948. London hosted that 

Olympiad at which, in accordance with tradition, the losers of the 

war, Germany, Italy and Japan, were left off the list of those invited. 

The Soviet Union competed in the 1952 Olympics at Helsinki, the first 

time a Russian delegation had taken part since 1912. The Helsinki 

Olympiad marked the beginning of the Cold War confrontations between the 

United States and the Soviet Union on the friendly fields of Olympic 

7. "Facts and Figures From the Greatest of All Olympiads," 
Literary Digest, 27 August 1932, p. 34. 



strife. The superpower medal races have overshadowed much of the other 

political battles that always emerge at the quadrennial athletic festi

vals. The United States won at Helsinki, the Soviet Union triumphed at 

Melbourne in 1956 and Rome in 1960. America recaptured the Olympic 

crown at Tokyo in 1964 and held on to it at Mexico City in 1968, But 

the Soviets reigned victorious at Munich in 1972 and Montreal in 1976. 

At the Moscow Olympics in 1980 and the Los Angeles Olympics in 1984, 

the superpowers granted each other a "walkover" on their home turf when 

they decided to participate in the newest Olympic event, boycotting, 

instead of competing on enemy soil. 

Ideologies besides those of the superpowers have competed 

for world attention at Olympiads after World War Two. In 1964 the 

Japanese used the Tokyo Games to exhibit their nation's efficiency and 

power. In 1968 Mexico attempted to present itself to the world as a 

nation on the rise, but incidents like the slaughter of rioting students 

in Mexico City a few weeks before the beginning of the Games undermined 

the Mexican effort. At the Munich Olympics in 1972 a Palestinian 

terrorist group seized some Israeli Olympians and made a bloody state

ment of their dissatisfaction with the realities of the Middle East. 

Black African nations boycotted the Montreal Games to protest New 

Zealand's sporting ties with the apartheid regime in South Africa, 

The two Chinas regularly indulge in Olympic bouts for world prestige. 

In this decade, as in the 1920s, critics decry the commercialization 

and politicization of the Olympic. Games. They castigate the hollow 
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idol of Olympian internationalism, deplore the stress on winning, 

and lobby for the extinction of the Olympic flame. 

Baron Pierre de Coubertin revived the Olympic Games in the hope 

that they would be an instrument for international peace. But he never 

envisioned the Olympic movement as the ultimate panacea for a troubled 

world. In an 1892 speech before the Union des Societes Francaises de 

Sports Athletiques at the Sorbonne he acknowledged, "there are those 

whom you would call Utopians since they speak of the disappearance of 

wars, but there are others who believe in the progressive diminuition 

of the chances of war, and I don't see that as Utopian." He declared 

that if nations competed on playing fields instead of battlefields 

the cause of peace might prosper. The Baron believed national compe-

g 
tition could breed international understanding. That the modern 

Olympic Games have not is not surprising. Neither sport, nor anything 

else, has replaced war in the twentieth century. The critics would 

do well to remember current International Olympic Committee president 

Juan Antonio Samaranch's insightful comment after the Soviets boycotted 

the 1984 Olympics. "I had always known," said Samaranch, "that sport 

9 
and politics did not live on separate planets." It is important to 

remember, despite the cacaphony of condemnations hurled at the failure 

of Olympism, that the fault is not an intrinsic part of Coubertin's 

Olympic idea, and that the Olympic movement still represents the hope 

8. William Oscar Johnson, "The Taking Part," Sports Illustrated, 

10 July 1972, p. 44. 

9. Clive Gammon, "Still Carrying the Torch," Sports Illustrated, 
16 July 1984, p. 57. 
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that international sport might become a force for peace and transcend 

the realities of twentieth century conflict. 

"What we have wrought here in the Olympic Games of the twentieth 

century is no myth, no religion, not even an easily definable ideal," 

wrote William Oscar Johnson, "No, the Olympics is simply a large and 

colorful sports festival which amuses several million spectators at their 

TV sets, inspires several thousand athletes on the Olympic playing 

field, and perhaps enriches several dozen other people here and there 

who have used the Olympics for quite another kind of profit.""^ 

Johnson forgot the hope Olympism represents, a hope which merged in 

the American mind with the Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln's 

optimism about the American experiment, and wedded the Olympic idea 

with Mission. Cassius Clay's blustering ditty at the 1960 Olympics in 

Rome epitomized the links between American ideals and Olympism: 

"Tomake America the greatest is my goal, 
So I beat the Russian, and 1 beat the Pole, 
And for the USA won the Medal of Gold. ^ 
Italians said, "You're greater than the Cassius of Old." 

The American dream turned sour for Clay. "It wasn't real gold. 

It was phony," he shouted after tossing his medal into the Ohio River 

when a "whites only" restaurant refused to serve him in his hometown 

of Louisville, Kentucky, in 1960. The black gloved salute of John 

Carlos and Tommie Smith on the victory stand at Mexico Cit^' if 1968 

after the 200 meter dash final told the world that for them «j ' 

10. Johnson, All That Glitters, p. 294. 

11, "Voices," p. 31. 



126 

American blacks, the promises of democracy and the melting pot were 

12 
not working. The protests of Clay, Carlos and Smith underscored 

the American belief that the special providence and unique potential of 

their nation produced Olympic champions. Sport built, and revealed, 

moral character in individuals and nations. The world's greatest 

athletes belonged to the world's greatest nation. Clay, Carlos and 

Smith understood that American axiom, and used it to make their points. 

After the orgy of American success at the Los Angeles Olympics, 

President Ronald Reagan once again dusted off that basic standard of 

American Olympic mythology, hailing the United States' squad as "the 

13 
great melting pot team of 1984." 

In 1920 professor William Milligan Sloane, the original prophet 

of the Olympic idea in America, looked back at the history of the ancient 

and modern Olympiads. In his interpretation of classical antiquity 

Sloane contended that "Greek civilization imposed itself upon the 

central world by an irrestible moral compulsion." The professor 

hypothesized that "no single factor so contributed to create this 

14 
moral force as the Olympic Games." Sloane thought that the modern 

Olympics had created the same moral force in the twentieth century 

12. Smith and Carlos found themselves banished from the 
American team and sent back to the United States in disgrace for their 
gestures. The United States Olympic Committee and International 
Olympic Committee claimed they "could not let such abuses of the Olympic 
rules against political activity go unpunished, because if it did the 
Games would degenerate into sociopolitical symposiums." John Underwood, 
"Sprinters—and Kenyans," Sports Illustrated, 28 October 1968, p. 22. 

13. "Reagan Salutes Athletes," Tucson Citizen, 14 August 1984, 
sec. F, p. 8. 

14. William Milligan Sloane, "The Greek Olympiads," in Report 
of the American Olympic Committee, p. 59. 
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that he imagined the classical Olympiads had created in the ancient 

world. "The field therefore of the Olympic idea is not 

merely sportive and social, it is educational and sociological as well," 

wrote Sloane. "The intercourse of athletes and their friends makes 

for reciprocal good will and international peace: but in its largest 

aspect the idea makes for the general uplift and personal purity of 

untold millions. 

America's Olympians preached the values of their nation in 

the hope it would aid in the "general uplift and personal purity of 

untold millions," in the United States and around the world. American 

Olympic mythology taught that Olympic success sprang from the same 

forces which shaped the American republic, freedom, hard work, perseverance, 

free competition, innovation, the cornerstones of the democratic experi

ment. As Greek civilization had imposed itself on the world of antiquity 

"by an irresistible moral compulsion," so too might the "chosen people" 

shape the twentieth century. The modern Olympic Games provided America 

with the same great moral forum in its world that Professor Sloane 

insisted the ancient Olympiads had provided the Greeks. 

From 1896 to 1912 the United States won the most medals at 

the first modern Olympiad in Athens and the St. Louis Olympics in 

1904, Yet at every Olympic Games during those years the United States 

claimed the Olympic championship. Victory assured the nation that 

they were indeed the boldest and strongest. Victory vindicated the 

win at any cost attitude Americans played their games with. Victory 

15. Sloane, "Modern Olympic Games," p. 83. 
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offered Americans proof of the special providence of their republic. 

Victory confirmed the nation's progressive and pragmatic idealism. In 

1920 American athletes won the most medals at the seventh Olympiad in 

Antwerp, Yet the celebrations of their Olympian feats differed from 

those of years past. What had changed was not the significance of 

American victories but the values of the civilization that the athletes 

championed. The nation had lost the innocent optimism of the previous 

decade. But Americans still regarded Olympic triumphs as national, 

not individual, treasures. 

The photograph appeared in the picture section of the Sunday 

New York Times. It showed several suit clad American athletes cavorting 

on the deck of the steamer which was carrying them to London for the 

1908 Olympics. They laughed and egged on a teammate as he performed 

a jig for the photographer. "Tenawima the Indian Competitor in the 

Marathon leads the fourth of July War Dance" read the caption. 

The picture symbolized everything the American Olympic idea preached. 

The Hopi Indian from Arizona and Carlisle Indian School doing a war 

dance on the fourth of July, surrounded by his giggling, good-natured 

teammates, illustrated the democracy of American sport, which recognized 

no class or color distinctions. It highlighted the patriotism of 

the American Olympic expedition. And it was a photographic ode to 

the melting pot, that crucible of American athletic success, which 

always allowed thv. best man, or at least the best American, to win. 

Truly they were America's athletic missionaries. 

16. "Tenawima the Indian Competitor in the Marathon leads the 
fourth of July War Dance," The New York Times, 26 July 1908, Sunday 
picture section, p. 7. 
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