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Abstract 

How does television news present the world to American viewers? This study 

employs a content analysis of selected international news stories reported by the four 

major American networks between October and December 1995 to answer this question. 

International news has been the target of much critique, which this study puts to an 

empirical test. Specifically, claims about unfairly negative coverage of the Third World 

were supported, but not in the entirety in which they are often voiced. 

Coverage of international events is primarily crisis-oriented and secondarily 

politics-oriented and focuses on events with American involvement. The prevalence of 

episodic international coverage and the corresponding lack of stories conveying 

substantive information makes television a less than ideal source to learn about the "big 

picture" in global events. 

Methodologically, this studies uses new, more precise measuring techniques, 

including the often omitted visual analysis of newscasts and the concept of unifying story 

themes. 



CHAPTER 1 

Introduction 

Bearded Muslims, starving Africans, and business-like Japanese: is this the 

outside world as television brings it to our living rooms? International news and the 

world information order have been the topic of much research in the field of political 

commimication. US media coverage of international news has been widely criticized for 

a number of reasons including the claim that very little news from Third World nations 

reaches the Northern industrialized countries, and the stories reported tend to be negative 

and deal mainly with disruptions (MacBride Report, 1980). Another common theme is 

the coverage of international crises, in which the American media takes sides and often 

subtly and not so subtly perpetuates American governmental positions (Bennett & Paletz, 

1994). If true, the implications of such charges are serious; US citizens might form 

attitudes about foreign countries and foreign policy options based on inaccurate 

information. 

What's at fault in international news coverage? 

As I outline below, numerous critiques have been leveled at US television's 

international reporting. Although coinmon in the critical literature on the topic, some of 

the following claims have not been put to a systematic empirical test, which this analysis 

will do. By recalling examples of disruptive coverage (e.g. coverage of coups in Africa or 

the anniial reporting on monsoon flooding in East Asia), one might agree with 

representatives of Third World coimtries who complain that their countries are only 

mentioned in the US news if a disaster or violent conflict occurs. What the news needs, 

critics contend, is more "developmental news," news that covers processes and not just 

events, news that covers national efforts to control floods and not just the one flood that 

defied such efforts; this is what advocates of a New World Information Order claim 
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(MacBride Report, 1980). According to these sources, the current negative style of 

coverage impedes political and economic development in Third World nations. 

Is it true that Third World countries are systematically ignored except when 

disaster strikes, while First World countries enjoy more positive coverage? Some critics 

might fail to see that the above-mentioned problems do not only plague international 

coverage. James Fallows (1996) makes a parallel argument claiming that the conflictive 

and negative nature of domestic media coverage undermines American democracy. The 

media deny their own influence in the political process and refuse to accept responsibility 

for their reporting. Current media structures and journalistic norms such as high 

dependence on ratings, limited financial resources, an emphasis on providing information 

fast, and a professional self-image as merely an objective observer of unfolding events 

might very well increase the problems of news coverage — at home and abroad. 

International news reporting is often met with harsh criticism concluding that not 

enough time is devoted to foreign coverage, leaving US citizens oblivious by not 

informing them about events in other parts of the world. Secondly, some researchers 

claim that the coverage is geographically imbalanced (Gerbner & Marvanyi, 1977; 

Stevenson, & Cole 1984; Larson 1984). Industrialized Western countries, culturally 

similar countries, neighboring countries and trade partners receive disproportionately 

high coverage, while Africa, most parts of Latin America, and the Pacific Region (save 

Japan) are clearly underrepresented in these reports. Concluding from what is known 

about the agenda-setting effects of media, American citizens will perceive the over-

represented countries as more important, thus perpetuating an ethnocentric world view. 

This point dovetails with the third criticism; foreign news is predominantly 

presented with an American angle on the news, which may not accurately portray the 

actual stakes in a conflict. Lastly, foreign news is frequently portrayed as an — often 



dramatic — conflict between nations, groups or people and thiis transforms news into a 

narrative plot. As such they become like sporting events or entertainment shows: 

engrossing for the audience, but lacking any real consequences (Fallows, 1996). 

Along with this criticism it must be realized that international news are selected 

by the same criteria as domestic news, so that criticism about domestic news as 

fragmentized, normalized, dramatized and personalized (Bennett, 1988) applies to 

international news as well. Graber (1993) argues that those flaws are amplified in 

international news, since the standard news criteria of proximity, timeliness and conflict 

are more rigorously applied for foreign stories, thus exacerbating the fragmentation of 

issues. "Foreign news must be more consequential for political, economic, and cultural 

concerns of the United States, it must involve people of more exalted status, and entail 

more violence and disaster" in order to be reported (Graber, 1993, p. 361). The lack of 

physical proximity must be counterbalanced by drama. "10,000 deaths in Nepal equals 

100 deaths in Wales equals 10 deaths in West Virginia equals one death next door" 

(Graber & Diamond, 1975, p. 94). 

In addition, financial constraints often do not allow correspondents to be 

maintained in far-off countries; without continuous observation of a country, not only are 

news organizations often taken by surprise by new developments, but when an event 

occiffs the journalists who "parachute in" to cover a story lack a backgroimd in and 

cultural knowledge of that coimtry. Consequently the reporting is singularized, often 

failing to recognize the antecedents of the event as well as its consequences. As famed 

New York Times correspondent James Reston put it: "We will send 500 correspondents 

to Vietnam after the war breaks out... meanwhile ignoring the rest of the world, but we 

will not send five reporters when the danger of war is developing" (cited in Graber, 1993, 

p. 390). 
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Consequently the audience sees a never-ending array of suffering people and 

fighting in Bosnia, terrorist attacks in the Middle East, Northern Ireland or elsewhere, 

economic crises, outbreaking diseases, all of which come as seemingly random events 

with neither continuity nor any placement in context. Such coverage does not allow the 

viewer to make intelligible conclusions about what happens in the world. Instead, it "is 

how a cat or a horse sees the world. For a cat, everything happens by surprise and then 

ends without consequence" (Fallows, 1996, p. 140). If information is not put into context 

and time, viewers cannot see events' causes, processes, and consequences; such a 

fi'agmentized account of events is of limited use to the audience. It inhibits political 

learning, prevents situating singular episodes within a larger societal context, and thus "is 

diverting attention from societal and governmental responsibility" (Iyengar, 1994, p. 

143). 

Fragmentized coverage that pays no attention to the often complicated history 

leading up to an event often results in simplified and biased stories. For example the news 

coverage of the Iran hostage crisis 

was reduced to one story - the freeing of the hostages - rather than coverage of its 
background and context, of the complexities of Iran, of alternative American policies... 
Such messages were not forthcoming in the face of the nimiber of days of captivity and 
more footage of angry demonstrators and emotional relatives of the hostages (Altheide, 
1987, p. 300). 

Such coverage can not only be e}q)lained by the lack of knowledge of the 

journalists; television production constraints demand that the story be kept short, 

logically guided by a single theme, and visually appealing (Graber 1993). The Iran 

hostage crisis theme was that "innocent Americans were imprisoned by irrational anti-

American terrorists" (Graber, 1993, p. 378), a gross oversimplification that left American 



citizens uninfonned about the development that eventually led up to the event, and 

therefore promoted a biased evaluation of the event 

These examples illustrate how production constraints like the availability of good 

visuals and professional criteria for news like drama, emotion and relevance for the 

American audience pave the way for "cultural stereotypes, including political and 

ideological value judgment... in news content" (Altheide, 1985, p. 351). Other areas of 

culturally biased and fragmentized coverage include the Middle East; the Arab-Israeli 

conflict in particular receives a high amount of coverage which is plagued by "a lack of 

historical sense and the failure to counteract the American lens" (Rubin, 1977, p. 54; see 

also Gonzenbach, Arant & Stevenson, 1992; Van Dijk, 1988). 

Relevance to the public 

Fragmentized coverage of international events makes it practically impossible for 

a majority of the American people to develop an informed opinion about international 

issues. Television is the major source of international information for most Americans; it 

is also the most trusted source because, as the old adage has it, seeing is believing 

(Iyengar & Kinder, 1987). Information obtained from television tends to appeal to 

viewers' emotions and pre-existing schemata, and it evokes schemas based on simplified 

heuristic formulations (i.e. "good guys" vs. "bad guys") rather than on factual information 

(Graber, 1990). The lack of knowledge about basic processes in the Middle East, for 

example, does not prevent Americans from having an opinion about them (for example 

Iyengar & Kinder, 1987). Less well-informed opinions are more easily manipulated than 

are opinions based on facts (Edelman, 1964; Graber, 1996), and thus the public can be 

influenced even more by reporting of international news. Although it is true that people 

usually rely not only on television, but on a variety of soim:es to form opinions about 

political issues (Neuman, Just, & Crigler, 1992; Lenart, 1994), the likelihood of 



television influence increases the more remote an issue is fix)m an individual's personal 

experience (Neuman, Just, & Crigler, 1992; Ansolabehere, Behr, & Iyengar, 1993). Only 

a small minority of Americans has personal experience with international issues, much 

less with international politics, so television can be assumed to strongly influence their 

picture about the rest of the world as well as their opinions about foreign policy options. 

Foreign policy and international cooperation are important in an increasingly 

interdependent world, and national sovereignty is limited not only by international 

agreements such as the GATT, but by global phenomena that do not stop at borders such 

as global warming, nuclear proliferation, drug trafGcking, AIDS and refugees. AH of 

these problems have a potential impact on the life of American citizens, yet problems 

with global roots such as the increase in gasoline prices are rarely discussed in a global 

context, and neither are structural changes in the global economy such as the shift in 

labor-intensive industrial production firom industrial countries to coimtries with cheaper 

labor, or the global debt crisis and its consequences for the American banking system. 

As the world's only remaining superpower the US often plays the role of the 

world police (Czempiel, 1991), as in fighting the Gulf War, in leading UN efforts at 

humanitarian aid in Somalia, or in peace making in Bosnia. The US has an important 

role in international affairs, and international issues can be strongly linked to presidential 

approval (such as George Bush's sky-high approval rates directly after the Gulf War). 

Thus basic information about international issues is important for US citizens. In 

addition, the media are also the main source of information for foreign policy makers, so 

selective reporting can mislead both the public and the immediate decisionmakers and 

result in faulty decisions (Graber, 1993). Such accusations of the media have been made 

in the Iran hostage crisis and in the war in Vietnam. Recent research shows that public 

opinion about international issues is heavily influenced by television coverage, and that 
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this influence operates in two ways: people form their opinions based on what they have 

seen on television, and if they have not paid attention to such issues before they are likely 

to rely on the elite that itself has gained its information from television (Graber, 1996). 

Non-media sources for international information are rare; usually the New York Times is 

seen as the near-ofScial record of what has happened in the world. 

Relevance to the elite 

The development of the so-called "CNN effect" adds an interesting wrinkle to the 

relevance of international news. The CNN effect refers to the news media's capability to 

provide immediate real-time coverage of breaking events, thus exerting public pressiire 

on elite decision makers to respond quickly (Gowing, 1994). Evidence for the CNN effect 

is mixed (Livingstone & Eachus, 1995), but it is widely acknowledged that the media can 

be an independent powerful actor on the international stage, as the term "media 

diplomacy" reflects (Fortner, 1994; Graber, 1993), be it Walter Cronkite initiating 

negotiations in the Middle East or CNN teams locating militia conunander Mohammed 

Farah Aidid in Somalia when US troops were unable to. 

Global relevance — UNESCO and international news 

The importance of international news underlies the 1978 UNESCO media 

resolution which sets forth standards for international media coverage. The resolution 

states that "the media contribute to eliminate ignorance and misunderstandings between 

people" and also "makes the nationals of a coimtry sensitive to the needs and desires of 

others" thus fostering the "peaceful and equitable settlement of international disputes" 

(UNESCO Declaration on the Media, cited in Graber, 1993). Clearly the American 

media do not live up to these idealistic standards (nor does the cover^e of international 

events in many other countries, for that matter) because their main goal is not to foster 

international understanding but to draw large audiences. This problem is not unique to 
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international reporting, as generally the media are caught in a constant struggle between 

maintaining an important public function and being a profitable enterprise. 

The previous section has laid out the broad issues involved in the proposed 

research, often implying complex media effects. However, it can neither be readily 

assumed that production conditions affect the program, nor that differences in the 

program will always produce an audience effect. Specifically this study relies on content 

analysis, and thus can only make legitimate conclusions about news content itself. Claims 

about antecedents and consequences of this content must remain speculative, but not 

entirely baseless. On one hand these speculations are informed by earlier research in 

television effects that can be tied in with the present research. On the other hand these 

speculations point in the direction of further useful research and can be seen as one piece 

in solving the dif&cult puzzle of mass media impact The next section will discuss general 

methodological considerations of television research which relies on empirical evidence. 



CHAPTER 2 

Theory and hypotheses 

Methodological reflections 

An ideal research program for television would make the best possible use of the 

observable implications to support (or discredit) our hypotheses. Cohen and Bantz 

(1989) suggest a three-level approach to using these implications. Their first level deals 

with the production of the news and the various factors that constrain this process. For 

the proposed analysis this might include financial resources allocated for international 

news production, the structure of the news organization, number of correspondents, 

education of journalists, and the cultural and professional norms of journalists. The 

second level encompasses the actual content of the news, because television research is 

interested in the above phenomena only as far as they manifest themselves in news 

content. 

Knowledge of the production process indicates to the researcher what to look for 

in the content and can strengthen conclusions. Should a researcher find through content 

analysis a decline in the quality of reporting in a particular news organization, s/he could 

strengthen the result and establish causal relations if this was preceded by severe budget 

cuts and the laying off of correspondents. It cannot simply be assumed that budget cuts 

will lead to worse reporting — evidence must be found in the news itself. 

Differences in news content alone are not enough to make any causal claims as far 

as audience effects. Considerably different news content might yield similar audience 

responses (much as the same news content could yield considerably different audience 

responses), so we need to establish a third level, namely how audience members "tame 

the information tide" (Graber, 1988). Only if we know the cognitive processes that 

television viewers use to make sense of the news can we make inferences about what 



people leam from television and if they are manipulated. Such a three-step research 

program, if carried out appropriately, would increase the validity of scientific inferences 

by making use of multiple observable implications of the hypotheses (King, Keohane & 

Verba, 1994) and by employing multiple methods by doing so (Campbell & Fiske, 1959). 

Methods high in internal validity such as experimentation would be complemented with 

methods high in external validity such as content analysis. 

Such a plan would work well in an ideal world, but in reality such a research 

project would be enormous even for a well-equipped research team; it is simply 

unrealistic for a lonely writer of a Master's thesis. Therefore the proposed research will 

focus on the second level and investigate the content of international news, but it will 

refer to other scientific findings concerning the production process and the audience 

effects whenever possible and wherever appropriate. 

The known effects of television 

The following section will situate the proposed research on international news 

within the context of what is abready known about television and its effects. Although no 

claims about the effects on international news can be made here, they will be discussed 

because the present research was developed with possible effects in mind and lends itself 

to subsequent experimental analysis of effects. 

Since the invention of television, researchers have seen both its influential and its 

manipulative potential; television news has been at the center of interest because of its 

presumed consequences for democracy. The special importance political leaders give to 

television has been manifest in the unique semi-public organizational structure 

established for television in many European countries (i.e. France, Britain, Germany, 

Italy, the Netherlands). Television was deemed so important for the education of the 

public in these countries that it was not trusted to a private profit-making organization. 
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Ironically, the same argument was used for turning them into a private enterprise about 

thirty years later. 

Based on experimental persuasion research after the Second World War, Hovland, 

Lumsdaine, and Sheffield (1949) concluded that television merely strengthens or 

reinforces existing opinions ~ it does not create them (see Kinder & Sears, 1985 for a 

review of the so-called minimal effects literature). In an analysis of news coverage of 

presidential campaigns, Patterson and McClure (1976) also concluded that television is 

too brief, too visual and too entertainment-oriented to inform and influence people. Most 

of the current research concurs with Patterson and McClure that television does not 

solidly inform people, but they disagree that the limited information actually given has no 

influence. Lance Bennett (1988) discusses at length how media biases lead to 

misinformation on the part of the public. Instead of information, the audience is presented 

"infotaiimient": news are packaged in a plot to feed the psychological needs of the 

audience. 

Ansolabehere, Behr and Iyengar (1993) list multiple effects of television on public 

opinion: (1) learning ~ acquiring new information from television, (2) agenda-setting — 

defining the important issues of the day, (3) firaming/attribution of responsibility ~ the 

presentation of the news that will guide the viewers attribution of responsibility for an 

issue, (4) persuasion — direct or indirect (priming) changes in opinion. These effects have 

been demonstrated in experimental settings \^ch have high internal validity (Graber, 

1990; Iyengar & Kinder, 1987; Iyengar, 1991). However it should be noted that media 

effects are moderated by other sources of information as supported by multiple evidence 

(Lenart, 1994; Neumanet. al., 1992; Noelle-Neumann, 1982). 



Content and effects of international television news 

The research will use content analysis as its primary method; empirical findings 

can only apply to the content of the media, not its effect. However, media effect research 

informs us what media content is relevant and what content is likely to cause an effect. 

This helps to make the study worthwhile in a larger picture, because researching media 

content that does not have any effect is pointless. 

Before proceeding to the formulation of hypotheses, a few concepts need 

to be specified and clearly defined for the purposes of the proposed study. 

The single news story is the unit of analysis and only international stories will be 

included in the analysis. There will be no distinction between international and foreign 

stories. All stories that take place in a country other than the US will qualify as 

international stories, and news items that take place in the US but clearly deal with 

foreign countries will also be included, as for example a meeting between Clinton and 

Castro in New York to discuss US-Cuban relations. Stories that focus exclusively on 

international governmental and nongovermnental organizations will also count as 

international, but stories dealing with foreign citizens living in the US will not be 

considered since they are not meaningful within the theoretical firamework. 

Any story before the first commercial in the newscast is considered a lead or top 

story (Kenski, 1996). For CNN only the first three stories were considered lead stories 

because CNN has its first commercial later in the news than the other three networks. 

This measure considers only stories that are truly in the begiiming of a newscast, since 

stories of overriding importance can be given all of the time before the first commercial. 

This study uses the concept of "bias" in a journalistic sense rather than in a strictly 

statistical sense. Bias refers to distortions of real life events and processes in news 

coverage due to editorializing or to systematic ways in which journalists select and 



present a story (Bennett, 1988; Hofetetter, 1976; Patterson, 1994). Admittedly the concept 

of bias has its shortcomings. It is difGcult to assess and to measiire, and — more 

important — it implies a degree of deviation from reality. Bias is assumed to mean the 

difference between what is reported and what "really" happened. However, non-media 

data, which provides an account of events independent of the media, is rarely available 

(see also Galtung and Ruge, 1965). For example there is no up-to-date public index of 

conflicts occurring in the world which does not rely on media data.' Despite these 

problems, and due to the lack of a better term, the term "bias" is widely used in mass 

media research (Bennett, 1988; Hofstetter, 1976; Patterson, 1994). 

Mass media are able to set the citizen's agenda of political issues. Television 

might not be able to tell us what to thinlf about an issue, but it can tell us what issues to 

think about (Cohen, 1963). We learn to estimate the relative importance of issues through 

the amount of coverage they receive in the news media (Wanta & Hu, 1993). 

Experimental evidence strikingly supports the contention that an increase in media 

coverage of an issue will increase citizens' concern about it Frequently featured issues 

are deemed more important to both the country and to oneself (Iyengar & Kinder, 1987). 

For example, although crime rates have declined in recent years, the mass media coverage 

of crime issues has increased over the last years — and so has the concern of citizens 

about crime. Despite the actual drop in crime people now are more likely to name it as 

the biggest problem in the nation than they were some years ago (Kenski, 1996). 

International news are literally remote from most US citizens' experiences, so 

agenda-setting effects can assumed to be strong (Zucker, 1978; Neuman, Just & Crigler, 

1992). Within a particular newscast the "stories positioned at the top of the broadcast are 

'This information was obtained from Prof. Bill Dixon, Department for Political Science, University of 

Arizona. Personal communication, July IS, I99S. 
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those that carry the network's agenda most effectively" (Iyengar & Kinder, 1987, p. 45). 

This logic can easily be reversed: If issues are seldom featured on the news, and if those 

issues only have a subordinate position in the newscast they will not be considered very 

important by viewers. "Volume of coverage signals importance because news space/time 

is limited" (Brody, 1991, p. 110). Amoimt of time and position given to a story is a 

journalistic "code" to signal importance, a point that according to Brody (1991) is well 

taken by the public. 

Amount of international news. 

RQ1: How much attention is devoted to international news in the main 

televised news? 

The agenda-setting research provides evidence that the amount of issue coverage 

is related to public concern about it. The amount of international news in the US media is 

fairly low due to high costs of correspondents and transmitting video footage, and a lack 

of audience interest (Lent, 1977; Wanta & Hu, 1993). 

H1: International news will comprise a small percentage of the overall 

newscast in number of stories and amount of time. 

The low importance that is generally assigned to international stories by the 

networks will also be reflected in the positioning within the newscast. As mentioned 

earlier, the length and position of a story in the newscast expresses its importance. Lead 

stories, which typically center around the national government (Graber, 1993), have 

considerably more weight in influencing public opinion than stories later in the newscast 

(Iyengar & BCinder, 1987). 

H2; International news will rarely be featured in the lead stories of a 

newscast. 
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International news bv country. 

RQ2: Are there any significant differences in the amoimt of international 

news reported from different regions? 

Previous research on the content of international news in the US has contended 

that some regions receive continuously disproportionately high amovmts of coverage 

while others receive virtually none (Almaney, 1970; Gerbner & Marvanyi, 1977; 

Gonzenbach et al., 1992). Considerable research has dealt with the determinants of 

coverage of foreign countries. Graber (1993) asserts that the most influential determinant 

is any kind of US involvement in that country, as for example in Israel. Other significant 

determinants found in research include proximity, cultural proximity (Zaharopoulos in 

Wanta & Hu, 1993), as well as political and economical importance (for example Ahem, 

1984; Rosengren, 1974). 

Such news selection criteria were the target of harsh critique by the UNESCO in 

thel970s and early 1980s, during the effort by Third World countries to exert influence 

on the First World through international organizations. News coverage was perceived as 

electronic imperialism, favoring industrialized countries (MacBride Report, 1980; 

Hamelink, 1980). It has been argued that coverage is imbalanced as well as a distorted 

such that Third World countries are depicted negatively (McNelly & Izcaray, 1986). 

From these critiques the following hypothesis is derived: 

H3; Western Europe and the Middle East will be featured more 

frequently in terms of both the number of stories and the amount of time 

than will Latin America or Africa. 

The studies cited earlier have usually used regions as unit of analysis to detect 

differences in geographical coverage. This generalization makes sense to analyze global 

trends, but more detail can be obtained using countries as the unit of analysis. Within 



regions there can be considerable differences from country to country, so analysis by 

region may hide the fact that reporting is not only concentrated within a few regions but 

is also concentrated among only a few countries within a given region. For example the 

comparatively frequent coverage of Western Europe might gloss over the fact that only 

Great Britain, France and Germany are frequently present in American newscasts and that 

other Westem European nations are virtually overlooked. 

H4: Within geographic regions, coverage will be highly disproportionate. 

International news bv issue 

After dealing with the amount of international news by covmtry the study will 

proceed to the amount of coverage according to topic. A variety of schemes have been 

developed to categorize topics of international news. Topics should be fairly specific in 

order to discriminate between different stories, but the distinctions must be theoretically 

meaningfiil. Here we return to the above-mentioned criticism that news about Third 

World nations are distorted because they are negative "in terms of violence, disorder and 

failure" (McNelly & Izcaray 1986, p. 546). For the purpose of the proposed study, the 

concrete topic with which the news item is dealing will be determined first, and later 

interpretative story themes will be investigated. Integrating categories used by 

Gonzenbach (1992), Norris (1995), Srebemy-Mohanunadi (1985), and Wanta and Hu 

(1993) in similar content analyses, the topic categories will be : 

(1) International politics; (2) (other country) domestic politics; (3) war, civil war, 

violent ethnic conflict, violent civil unrest, coup d'etat; (4) military, defense, nuclear 

weapons; (5) terrorism; (6) economic matters, trade; (7) crime/drugs; (8) disasters; (9) 

social services, welfare, education; (10) science, ecology, technology; (11) culture, 

entertainment, personalities, human interest; (12) sports; (13) religion; (14) other. 
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It is important to note that these categories do not express how journalists frame a 

story, but rather what journalists select as a stoiy. Thus these categories express what 

topics made it through the gate-keeping process and have been deemed newsworthy. 

Whether a story is selected may well depend on how well it fits a particular news frame, 

as will be discussed in the section on framing. In addition, how a story fits into the overall 

newscast seems to be a consideration: a story about the Pope might be followed by a 

story about a Bishop Desmond Tutu in South Afiica. Frequently, international stories are 

grouped together in a newscast and nonchalantly introduced by ABC's Peter Jennings 

with the phrase, "Still overseas...", but since the story is the imit of analysis, in this study 

reference to such effects can only be anecdotal. 

Many critics contend that international coverage is highly disruptive in nature, 

focusing on bad news such as catastrophes, violence and war (for a review see Graber, 

1993). "If it bleeds, it leads" (Bradlee, cited in Halberstam, 1991) holds for international 

news - but foreigners need to bleed a little more to make the US news. The selection 

process for international news is more rigorous so that lack of geographical proximity has 

to be counterbalanced by conflict and drama. Therefore international news deemed 

newsworthy will be in categories which naturally score high in drama/conflict such as 

war and violent conflict, disasters and terrorism, thereby emphasizing disruptive 

elements. The above-mentioned topic categories can be easily combined into three 

broader categories: (1) conflictual-disastrous "bad news" (war, military, terrorism, 

crime/drugs, disaster); (2) political-economical news (international politics, domestic 

politics, economic matters); (3) "soft news" (social services, science, culture/human 

interest, sports, religion). 

RQ3: Which topics are most frequently covered in international news? 
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H5: When television covers international events, conflictive, disruptive, and 

violent topics such as war, violent conflict, disasters and terrorism will 

predominate. 

The above can be assumed to be a general trend in international news'. Moreover, 

several critical voices have alerted us that differences between coverage of indiistrialized 

and developing countries exist not only concerning the amount, but also concerning what 

is covered (McNelly & Izcaray, 1986; Srebemy-Mohammadi, 1985). Stevenson and Cole 

(1984) claim that US news about other industrialized coimtries is less concentrated on 

disruption, leaving more room for coverage of ofBcial politics than in coverage of the 

developing world. Thus the following hypothesis is put forward: 

H6: Significant differences concerning the topics that are covered will exist 

between reports about industrialized countries and reports about d 

developing countries. 

H6a: Political issues will be covered more frequently in industrialized countries. 

H6b: Coverage of the Third World and non-Westem countries will focus 

more on violence, conflict and disruption than will the overall international 

news. 

Many researchers also maintain that US news fails to inform citizens about 

foreign people and their cultures. "Noticeably absent from American broadcasts and 

papers are stories about ordinary people and ordinary events abroad. These would be 

news to Americans, but, except for occasional special features, they are not news in the 

professional dictionary of journalists" (Graber, 1993, p.376; emphasis in original). 

Cultural and human interest topics do not have high news value; therefore it is expected 

that: 



28 

H7: "Soft news," issues dealing with culture, social services, and human 

interest will be reported rarely. 

Links between countries and topics 

RQ4: Do links exists between countries/regions and a particular kind of 

coverage? 

This research question asks whether coverage of certain countries is linked to a 

certain topic. Earlier the question was posed of whether coverage of developing countries 

is distorted because the only news reported carry negative connotations such as violent 

conflict and disasters. There we distinguished between the developed countries and the 

developing countries on the one hand, and "bad news" (violent conflict, war, disaster) and 

"good news" (political, economic, cultural news) on the other. Research question four is 

more specific in asking whether a country is frequently associated with an issue that has 

either positive or negative connotations. The news may construct self-perpetuating 

stereotypes of countries and regions, such as; all stories fiom Africa deal with disaster, ail 

stories from Latin America deal with civil unrest, and all stories from Japan deal with 

economics. 

Is it likely that the professional gatekeepers only consider international items to be 

news if they fit our pre-existing stereotypes? People are usually more attentive to 

information that fits their pre-existing schemata — "the news overlays situations as 

qviickly as possible with familiar images of a normal world" (Bennett, 1988). In addition, 

the old "man-bites-dog" rhetoric suggests that surprising stories which tum stereotypes 

upside down are also present in the news. Adams (1987) analyzed both types of stories 

and found not only that "continuing sagas" and consistent images of other nations 

predominate the news, but also that audiences tend to agree much more with the 



29 

information and interpretation presented in the news if the information fits into ahready 

existing patterns. 

H8: Coverage of particular countries/regions will almost exclusively deal with 

a particular topic or issue. 

Why does this matter? By doing so the media selects particular events or 

themes that are associated with a specific country or region. Thus, when the audience 

forms an impression or an opinion about that country it is likely to be based on the 

themes or events reported. This is similar to the media effect known as priming: the 

ability to "isolate particular issues, events or themes in the news as criteria for evaluating 

politicians" (Ansolabehere et al. 1993, p. 148). 

Considering the underlying psychological processes, the concept of priming 

seems readily applicable to forming opinions about foreign countries, but so far it has 

been related only to citizens' judgments of public ofGcials, with the exception of Jarvis 

(1995), who extends it to the evaluation of Congress as an institution. Similar to agenda-

setting, priming effects tend to be strongest for issues with low audience knowledge, a 

fact that strengthens the power of priming in forming opinions about foreign countries 

(Iyengar & Kinder, 1987). 

US-centrism 

Graber (1993) contends that television news tends to select and explain 

international issues in terms of consequences for America and its citizens, not primarily 

in terms of the consequences for the nations directly involved. Audience relevance is an 

important and legitimate news value, and the news should inform audiences how their life 

might be influenced by foreign events, but an overemphasis of an American angle on 

international news draws a distorted picture of the world. 
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Putting a national angle on the news can express different phenomena. It might be 

a sign of heightened political awareness, as, for example in the relatively yoimg 

democracies in sub-Saharan Africa, but in the US an American angle frequently is 

pejoratively interpreted as ethnocentric (Srebemy-Mohammadi, 1985). Ethnocentric news 

leads Americans to exaggerate the US power to influence foreign events, such as the 

belief that China turned to Communism because of American foreign policy failures 

(Graber, 1993). But does the US news, not unlike pre-Galilean scientists, tend to portray 

the world as it revolves around the US? This would have far-reaching consequences for 

policy decisions such as the need to participate in international military and economic 

cooperation (Graber, 1993). 

RQ5: How US-centered is the coverage of foreign and international news? 

Often only American involvement in an international or foreign event makes it 

newsworthy for the television networks. 

H9: International events with American involvement will receive considerable 

coverage. 

Even stories that have no American involvement will often be presented with an 

American angle to make them more newsworthy according to professional news selection 

criteria. 

HID: The majority of international stories will have American involvement or 

an American angle. 

An American angle is defined as mentioning consequences for American citizens 

or US policy. The use of on-camera sources can be another indicator of US-centric news. 

Television news presents itself as authority (Iyengar & Kinder, 1987), personified by the 

anchor in the studio or the field reporter who "speaks authoritatively and self-confidently 

about everything that comes into his field of vision: men, events, motives, intentions. 
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meanings, solutions — all are evidently within his perfect understanding, and he 

pronounces them without any ifs, ands or buts" (Weaver, 1975, p.90). 

In general, on-camera statements demonstrate authority and legitimacy. Foreign 

citizens as on-camera sources will express their own interpretation of an event. Therefore 

if the criticism about ethnocentrism is correct, foreign on-camera sources will be rarely 

used, and if they are used, they will more likely be members of the elite than the common 

"man on the street." American experts might instead be used as analysts in the television 

studio, or the reporter on location might be the only on-camera source, thereby furthering 

an America-centered interpretation of an issue. 

HI 1; Foreign citizens will not be predominant on-camera sources. 

HI la: When foreign citizens are used as on-camera sources, they are likely to 

belong to the elite. 

Framing 

Over the last few years a burgeoning literature has developed dealing with news 

framing and its effects (Allen, O'LaughUn, Jasperson & Sullivan, 1994; Entman, 1991a; 

Entman, 1991b; Entman, 1993; Gamson, 1989; Iyengar, 1994; Iyengar & Simon, 1993; 

Nemnan, Just & Crigler, 1992; Norris, 1995; Pan & Kosicki, 1993). Frames, as a 

sociological and psychological concept are "schemata of interpretation" which enable 

individuals "to locate, perceive, identify, and label" information (GofiBnan, 1974, p. 21). 

Frames organize the way we see the world by selecting, emphasizing and excluding 

information. They promote a consistent problem definition, causal interpretation, moral 

evaluation and /or treatment recommendation (Entman, 1993). As such they provide an 

overarching and consistent structure that gives meaning to information. Frames are 

present in two ways: (1) as mentally stored principles for information processing and (2) 

as characteristics of a text By usmg common frames in writing the news, journalists can 
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quickly package information, form a consistent story line and make the meaning of the 

story easily accessible to the audience. This suggests some overlap of the frames used by 

the media and those used by citizens (the two certainly influence each other), yet the 

current research only investigates media framing. 

Selecting a frame implies a particular interpretation of an event Experimental 

rese^ch has shoAvn that people faced with a hypothetical decision chose difiTerent options 

depending on whether the outcomes are described positively ("survivors") or negatively 

("deaths") (Kahneman & Tversky, 1984). Framing a militant movement as "terrorism" is 

likely to produce different interpretations than framing it as a "fight for freedom." 

Common frames in news coverage have been the "horse race" frame for election 

coverage, the "racial conflict" frame for issues as diverse as afBrmative action and crime, 

and the "Cold War" frame for international issues (Norris, 1995). 

The use of frames is also interesting from a methodological point of view. Rather 

than a mechanical word count, frame analysis allows us to capture some of the latent 

meaning of the communication content. This is important, since content analysis often 

has been accused of not tapping into the meaning of communication. Graber (1985) 

emphasizes that the latent meaning of news can be coded with some reliability, since 

newscast content is professionally designed to evoke a certain kind of response in the 

audiences. Devices that can signify the use of frames are metaphors, exemplars, visual 

images, categorization, and the identification of agency (Entman, 1991; Gamson & 

Modigliani, 1989). 

In the proposed research two slightly different conceptions of "flames" will be 

analyzed at the same time. First, Iyengar's (1994) broad approach to categorize television 

news will be utilized, and in a second step culturally dominant firames for the coverage of 

foreign events will be identified and used for content analysis. 
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Episodic and thematic framiny. Iyengar (1994) distinguishes two general types of 

news coverage, episodic and thematic. Thematic stories give substantial information 

about an issue by presenting it in a larger social context, explaining what historical, 

political, and social forces might have led up to the event and giving antecedents and 

consequences. Episodic stories only present the event as singular, describing the concrete 

happenings of the day, using examples but failing to identify why things are happening. 

Iyengar's (1994) framework has been iised to analyze coverage of domestic issues 

such as crime, poverty and unemployment, (Iyengar, 1994), Congress (Jarvis, 1995) as 

well as international issues such as the Gulf War (Allen et al., 1994; Iyengar & Simon, 

1993). In domestic coverage, issues are often presented episodically by personalizing 

them (poverty is covered by showing the fate of a poor person), but international stories 

are rarely personalized. Instead, the "snapshot effect" that is so characteristic of episodic 

stories is often achieved by focusing on the concrete events of the day. Just as the 

controversy about the budget in Congress is covered by showing the verbal "battle du 

jour" between opposing Congressmen, the civil war in Bosnia is covered by showing the 

tragically real "batde du jour" with its casualties and changes of the frontline, but in both 

instances viewers remain relatively uninformed about the causes of the conflict. 

According to Iyengar thematic coverage is characterized by the use of experts, 

talking heads who analyze the situation; for international issues a historical perspective is 

another strong indicator of such coverage. Therefore Iyengar's (1994) assertion that 

thematic coverage's reliance on talking heads makes it visually uninteresting needs to be 

revised for this research. Historical footage could be the visual backdrop for putting a 

current event into historical context, and the use of graphics might be another indicator of 

"thematic visuals." 



Iyengar estimates that two-thirds of all news coverage is episodic and one-third is 

thematic. The distinction between thematic and episodic is meaningful for audience 

effects since episodic coverage mhibits learning and attribution of responsibility. We 

cannot learn about an issue from episodic coverage since it does not contain substantive 

information. "The news inform about international events, but not the things that cause 

the events" (Reston cited in Graber, 1993). Thus events often take us by surprise (like 

Fallows' cat) and appear to happen "out of the blue," making attribution of responsibility 

difficult. 

Two main factors leading to episodic coverage are (1) the journalistic objectivity 

ideal, since the coverage of concrete events avoids accusations of bias and (2) the goal to 

present a story in a simple frame that the audience understands. It is simply easier to 

present daily events than large-scale social problems (Fallows, 1996). Both factors are 

salient in coverage of international events. Thus the foUovdng hypothesis is put forward. 

H12: More than two-thirds of all international coverage will be episodic. 

The link between framing, attribution of responsibility, and consequently public 

opinion, is very compellingly demonstrated both theoretically and experimentally by 

Iyengar (1994). Episodic framing does not allow citizens to identify the causes and 

consequences of societal or political problems, so they can not identify who or what is 

responsible for the origins of a problem ("causal responsibility"), and who or what can 

solve the problem ("treatment responsibility"). Attribution of responsibility is the 

strongest predictor of opinions about public officials, opinions about policy preferences, 

and affect for various groups (Iyengar, 1994). It therefore powerfully influences all 

political opinions. 

This line of argument is relevant m a variety of international contexts. First of all, 

the identification of causes of problems and their possible solutions increases audience 
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understanding and promotes learning. By coding whether causes and solutions of 

problems are mentioned in the news, we have an additional indicator of how much 

citizens can learn from international news. 

Especially in crisis situations such as the war in Bosnia or the continuing conflict 

in the Middle East, coverage of responsibility would encourage the audience to go 

beyond individualistic conclusions about the causes (the rise of nationalism) and 

solutions (the UN, US interventions etc.). A variety of groiq)s and forces can be 

responsible for international problems in the larger global context, from national 

governments and multinational corporations, to the UN, and other international 

organizations. 

As proposed by Kenski (1996) coding will take into account whether causal 

responsibility and treatment responsibility are mentioned in the individual news story. I 

will distinguish between macro-level and micro-level actors for both categories. I will 

also specify in the coding what actors (if any) are mentioned as responsible. Since the 

topics of international news are so diverse it would not be useful at this point to develop a 

scheme to characterize and differentiate responsible actors. In future research about one 

specific international issue such a coding scheme could be developed based on the 

findings of the current research. 

Some international stories will not fit the above framework, because they deal not 

with crises, but with human interest or sports. Such stories will be coded as not 

applicable. 

The themes of international news. Frames, or themes, help to simplify issues and 

reduce multifaceted problems to a singular and unitary story that can be communicated to 

the audience. Which fiame is selected by the journalist depends on production criteria 

like availability of good visuals, drama and audience relevance as well as on stereotypes 
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and images that the journalist already associates with the issue. Journalists often 

deliberately select what is in tune with their stereotypes and their expectations; as Walter 

Lippman put it: "for the most part we do not first see and then define, we define first and 

then we see" (Lippman cited in Patterson, 1994, p. 94). For example, while covering a 

recent physicians' conference in Kuwait, a CNN reporter selected the only physician who 

was wearing traditional Arab dress for an interview, thus reinforcing viewers' (and 

possibly the reporter's) stereotypes of Arab citizens. 

The theme of a story can be determined by overall impression, visuals, metaphors, 

narration, and focus. The theme runs consistently through the whole story and provides 

the firame that structures the narrative and its actors and actions. Themes are important 

because they locate the event in a certain pattern and thereby give meaning to it (Fallows, 

1996). Identifying themes helps to tap the meaning of a news story and to answer 

questions of ethnocentrism and stereotyping. Again, I will rely on fiamfes used by 

previous researchers (Gans, 1979; Norris, 1995; Srebemy-Mohammadi, 1985), as well as 

the common frames reflected in writings about mass media and anecdotal, often 

msightfiil evidence from journalists (for example Fallows, 1996). 

The themes suggested for this purpose are: (1) the "act of God" frame, (2) the "US 

against the totalitarian menace" frame, (3) the "US-other country conflict" firame, (4) the 

"violent non-Western world conflict" fiame, (5) the "other conflict" frame, (6) the "US as 

Good Samaritan" frame, (7) the "US and their friends" firame, (8) the "world faces a 

problem" frame, (9) the "important politics in other countries" frame, (10) the "progress 

in other countries" frame, (11) the "mess in other countries" frame, (12) the "strange and 

beautiful foreign world" frame, (13) other &ames. It will be specified what other frames 

are used in order to detect flames that might have been overlooked. 
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These frames are tentative and by no means exclusive, but they will provide 

additional evidence of whether distortions are present in international coverage. For 

example heavy use of US-centered frames would provide additional evidence of 

ethnocentric reporting. Since this part of the research is exploratory in method as well as 

in topic, no hypotheses are set forth. 

Evaluative References 

RQ6: Is there any bias in terms of direct evaluative references in international 

news? 

As discussed above, the professional journalistic ideal of objectivity aims at avoiding 

outright biased coverage. Bias has traditionally been thought of as "denoting partiality in 

news programming" (Hofstetter, 1976, p. 4), especially as favoring one party over the 

other, but also as favoring one policy solution over another. Such bias can be captured by 

looking at direct evaluative references made towards a party, policy or coimtiy. One

sided evaluative references go against the goal of objectivity and empirical evidence 

suggests that they are rare in American news (Patterson, 1994; Weaver, 1972). 

The news instead is distorted through framing processes that lead to information 

biases (Bennett, 1988; Iyengar, 1994; Patterson, 1994) and, as it is sometimes argued, 

through an overall negative bias, "trash journalism" that is "critical" by presenting 

everything in a bad light (Fallows, 1996; Patterson, 1994). To clarify this issue in regard 

to international issues the following hypothesis is proposed: 

HI 3; Coverage of international stories will predominantly be neutral or contain 

mixed evaluative references. 

Visual Images 

Despite the obvious fact that television is a visual medium, most television 

content analysis focuses exclusively on the audio. International news in particular have 
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not (to my knowledge) been systematically subjected to visual analysis. Visuals can 

strongly affect the meaning and impact of a story. 

Graber (1990) suggests that visual processing of news information has primacy 

over verbal processing because visuals carry a large amount of nonverbal information, 

visual cues help to store the information in memory, visuals capture more viewer 

attention (especially among those viewers with low interest), and even viewers with little 

or no education can process visual information. Visual information is immediate, ("seeing 

is believing"), a notion that is reinforced by "eyewitness news," suggesting that if you see 

what happened, you will know what happened. Messaris (1993) emphasizes how visuals 

can effectively establish stable associations that link issues to one another as well as to 

particular evaluations, and provides experimental evidence. Frequent and exclusive 

pairing of specific issues and visuals strengthens this link. In addition, visual information 

usually has more emotional impact than verbal information (Graber, 1989; Graber, 1993), 

and emotional appeals are highly prevalent and effective in political communication 

(Roseman, Abelson & Ewing, 1986). 

The first step for analysis is to determine the congruency of verbal and visual 

information. If no congruence exists, it is the visual information that is likely to be 

remembered and influence the audience's opinion, thus obviating the effect of the 

information firom the audio portion of the story. If visual and verbal aspects are 

congruent, learning fiom the news is enhanced. Visuals of international news tend to be 

dramatic and emotionally appealing and are therefore likely to exert powerful influence 

(Graber, 1993). 

Similar to the application of themes, an exploratory format will be used to tap 

some of the theoretical assertions made earlier in the paper, especially those regarding 

cultural stereotyping such as linking Afiica to pictures of starving people or perpetuating 



an US-centered worldview through American-centered pictures. The proposed 

categorization scheme of visuals for international news is as follows: 

(1) the statesmen meeting, including arrival ceremony, red carpet, formal, festive 

environment, flags, speeches in this environment, (2) talking heads — American, (3) 

talking heads — foreign, (4) war scenes, fighting, (5) armed forces not fighting — 

American, (6) armed forces, not fighting — non-American, (7) violence on the streets, (8) 

mass protest on the streets, (9) street scenes, daily life, (10) suffering people, many, (11) 

suffering people, few, (12) Americans helping people, (13) Non-Americans helping 

people, (14) people working, (15) exotic people and/or places, (16) people in religious 

activities, (17) person as hero, (18) person as villain, (19) crowds, (20) destruction, (21) 

other. 

Again, this is a methodological tool that uses additional information to make 

conclusions about biases, firames and stereotypes in the news. 

Network homogeneity 

Television analysis usually assumes homogeneity among the three major 

American television networks ABC, NBC and CBS. These networks are similar in 

structure, size and audience, and most studies have found a high degree of similarity 

between the three, although some found significant differences for coverage of specific 

international issues (Frank, 1973). Therefore the hypothesis of network similarity will be 

tested rather than assimied. The proposed research is also one of the first to compare the 

content of the three traditional networks with Cable News Network (CNN) "Prime 

News." Although "Prime News" is the CNN news show most similar in format to the 

other network news, significant differences in content are expected because of the large 

niraiber of correspondents CNN employs and their focus on breaking news. On-site 

reporting has a higher priority for CNN and indicates an episodic type of coverage, while 
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more time and more correspondents indicate more and more knowledgeable coverage. 

Differences between the networks will be tested for as many of the variables of analysis 

as possible. 
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CHAPTERS 

Method 

Content analysis, which Krippendorff describes as a "research technique for 

making replicable and valid inferences from data to their context," will be used to 

investigate how international issues are covered in American network news (1980, p.21). 

I will xise a multifaceted approach using overall topics and themes as well as visual 

images. This is preferable to mechanical word counts, which have limited utility because 

they ignore the context in which the words occur. I will attempt to capture the meaning 

of the communication content more accurately by using the story as the unit of analysis. 

Nevertheless, the coding categories are clearly defined and explicit coding rules allow for 

replicability. 

Operationalization of variables 

The operationalization for the majority of variables is intertwined with the 

theoretical argument and was discussed in the previous section. However, a few concepts 

need to be specified first. Stories will be coded by region as well as by country to allow 

for more detailed information, and, as discussed earlier, to help specify questions of 

geographic coverage differences. 

Taking the use of on-camera sources as an indicator of US-centrism is 

methodologically interesting since it takes into account the acknowledged importance of 

sources in the news (Reese, Grant & Danielian, 1994) while combining it with visual 

analysis. Masters, Frey, and Bente (1991) consider the appearance of political figures on 

the screen as "visual citations" that convey power and legitimacy. 

For coding stories as either thematic or episodic, the two-thirds rule will be used — 

if two-thirds or more of a story's air time is thematic or episodic, the story will be 

classified as such. All other stories will be classified as mixed (see Kenski, 1996). 
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Bias as defined in tiiis research will be expressed through evaluative references 

made in the news. If only positive or negative references are made, the story will be 

coded as positive or negative for this measure. If both positive and negative references 

are made it will be coded mixed, and if no evaluative references are made it will be coded 

as neutral. 

If more than one region or more than one country is involved in a news story, up 

to two regions and three involved countries will be coded. Only those countries wiiich are 

clearly a major part of the story will be coded. For example, a story about elections in 

France that briefly mentions reactions by the British government would only be coded for 

France. 

The topics of news content are straightforward and largely self-explanatory. 

International politics refers to any story that concerns politics between two or more 

nations or international organizations and that focuses on a political event or process. If 

necessary, two topics can be coded per story, but then each topic must be a major part of 

the story. Again the two-thirds rule will be applied here — if two-thirds or more of a story 

deal with one topic it is coded as such. Only if no topic is predominant, or if the topics are 

inseparable, will two topics be coded for a story. 

The coding of themes needs some specification. As mentioned in the theory 

section, metaphors, analogies, visuals and other means of style determine the theme of a 

story. I will illustrate this point using examples firom each category. 

(1) the "act of God" fi-ame; does not mention responsibility for an event ~ nobody 

is at fault, the event could not have been prevented, emphasizes helplessness towards 

higher powers, depiction of miracles as well as su£fering; (2) the "US against the 

totalitarian menace" fiame: emphasizes conflict, refers to the opponent as "evil;" it might 

entail comparison with dictators (Hitler) and government systems (communism), might 



refer to American symbols/ values juxtaposed with attributes associated with totalitarian 

countries; (3) the "US-other country conflict" firame: emphasizes the conflict between 

countries, but does not refer to basic value differences, typical conflicts are economic 

conflicts; (4) the "violent non-Western world conflict" frame: does refer to violence in 

non-Westem countries, might be portrayed as ethnic, religious, fanatic and highly 

irrational, "tribal war," uncivilized; (5) the "other conflict" frame; refers to any 

conflictual frame other than those mentioned; (6) the "US as Good Samaritan" frame: 

emphasizing helping by the US, US altruism and idealism, himianitarian aid, supporting 

people that suffer from persecution deemed wrong by the US, fight for himian rights and 

peace; (7) the "US and their friends" frame: portrays US cooperating and/or socializing 

with other countries/ citizens, differences may exist but "we are sitting in one boat", other 

countries/people are referred to as friends, partners, supporters, allies and the like; (8) the 

"world faces a problem" frame: issue is depicted as large problem of global or 

multinational scale, responsibilities of the global community are addressed, need for 

action and international cooperation is emphasized; (9) the "important politics in other 

countries" frame: deals with non-violent political issues in other countries, for example 

elections or other international negotiations without US involvement, concentrates on 

political process in other countries; (10) the "progress in other countries" frame: refers to 

success stories about countries which have overcome obstacles or serious problems, for 

example success in economic or democratic development, has positive overtones, 

positive, often emotional visuals; (11) the "mess in other countries" frame: the 

counterpart to the previous category, failure in other countries' major problems, 

incompetence and chaotic conditions and developments, negative visuals; (12) the 

"strange and beautiful foreign world" frame: refers to foreign and exotic people, 
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lifestyles, cultural practices and landscapes, very appealing visiials, very different from 

the American experience; (13) other frames (to be specified by coder). 

In order to determine visual-verbal congruency coders will judge if the video 

conveys information contradictory to the audio. Especially if the audio has negative 

connotations while the video has positive ones, it will be coded as incongruent If the 

video only provides a backdrop for an audio where no appropriate visualization can be 

used, it will be coded as congruent. 

Any visuals not contained in the coding categories are noted, so that additional 

patterns might be found. The unit of analysis for the visual is the single news scene, but 

only the first ten visual images will be coded, an extension of a method successfiilly used 

by Kenski, Jarvis and Reichert (1995), who looked at the first five visuals. The rationale 

underlying this decision is that the first visuals dominate the story and additional visuals 

do not add significantly new aspects. 

In general the imit of analysis will be the entire news item, starting with the 

anchor introducing the story and ending with a commercial or the introduction of a new 

story. The same technique is used by the Vanderbilt Index of television news. 

I coded about 70% of the stories in the sample. A part of the stories in this 

analysis were coded by a second coder, a graduate student in political science. Prior to 

the study the second coder received about two hours of training, consisting of explanation 

of the coding sheet, examples and practice of coding with news stories not belonging to 

the sample. 20% of all stories were coded by both coders, with an intercoder reliability of 

.89. Intercoder reliability was not less than .74 in any coding category. 
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Sampling 

The sampling period for this study is the three month period between October 1st 

and December 31st, 1995. The time period was selected due to the availability of data for 

all four networks and the fact that the resources to draw a random sample from a larger 

time frame are lacking. However, the large number of international stories for the above 

time period does not allow for including all stories in a detailed analysis. 

A brief note regarding the choice of CNN broadcasts is in order. One of CNN's 

main evening newscasts, "Prime News," was selected for this study rather than CNN's 

"World View" broadcast, which (unlike ABC's "World News Tonight") lives up to its 

name with a clear focus on international events. Moreover, "Prime News" is analogous 

to the other networks' main evening broadcasts in both its format and its timeslot. Since 

this study focuses on these "flagship" newscasts because of their importance and 

influence (also expressed through the large audiences that watch these news shows), CNN 

"Prime News" will be analyzed. 

A preliminary analysis of the Vanderbilt Index indicated that ABC, CBS and 

NBC aired a total of787 international stories in the three month period. Due to the 

unexpectedly large number of international stories a random sample of 21 days was 

drawn. All international stories broadcast by all four networks on the 21 days selected 

were analyzed and coded. The sample can therefore be seen as the equivalent of a 

representative three week period of international coverage and, incidentally, has the same 

nimiber of days for each month. The random sample was drawn based on days of 

coverage to allow for comparisons between the networks on a day-by-day basis. The 

resulting sample size from this sampling method was N=300 stories. 

Since the time period from which the sample is drawn falls into the time the US 

was deciding on sending troops to Bosnia and subsequently doing so, a variable is 



included which identifies whether a story deals with the conflict in Bosnia, a major news 

event during the analysis period. Doing so allows an estimate of the influence of this 

event as well as a subsequent separate analysis of Bosnia stories. When interpreting the 

results of the proposed study it must be taken into consideration that the conflict in 

Bosnia and especially the US involvement was a major part of international coverage 

echoing Larson's (1984) argument that a situation in which an international crisis with 

US involvement dominates the coverage is typical for the way international news is 

reported. 
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CHAPTER4 

Results 

News is primarily directed by events, and before analyzing them on a general 

level, the particularities of the events behind the news in the period under scrutiny should 

be looked at. The international events prominently featured in the news from October to 

December 1995, aside from the United States' sending troops to Bosnia, included the 

assassination of Israeli prime minister Yitzhak Rabin, the withdrawal of Israeli troops 

from the Gaza Strip, an airplane crash in Colombia, and the trial of three American 

servicemen who raped a girl in Japan. Also notable were a number of stories concerning 

rumors about Russian president Yeltsin's health and the final stages of the marriage 

between Prince Charles and Princess Diana. Although the impact of those events should 

be considered when interpreting the data, this period is most likely both as unique and as 

typical as any other comparable period in international news. 

Amount and position of international news 

The first research question dealt with the amount of time devoted to international 

news and the position of international news in the newscast. In the sample the average 

newscast contained between three and four international stories per day (3.54 stories/day) 

with an average length of just over 5 minutes (5:17 minutes/day). As established by 

Larson (1984) and confirmed in this analysis, the average length of a newscast is 22 

minutes with an average of 17 stories. Thus the network news deal with international 

stories 24% of the time and by default 76% of their coverage deals with domestic issues. 

Using the mmiber of stories as the unit of analysis, 21% of all network stories deal with 

international and foreign affairs. The average length of an international story is 1:29 

minutes, with a median of 1:20 minutes and a range of story length fix>m 10 to 350 

seconds. There were considerable differences in how much time each network devoted to 



international news, as will be discussed in more detail later in the paper and as can be 

seen in Table One 

Table One 

Time devoted to international news bv network 

n. stories/dav averaee leneth overall percentaee 
in seconds of newscast 

ABC 88 4.19 93 30.8 
CBS 75 3.57 92 25.8 
CNN 82 3.81 73 22.0 
NBC 55 2.57 105 21.4 
aU 300 3.54 89 24.0 

N=300 

ABC is the network with the most international coverage overall, while CNN 

devotes the least time per story despite a relatively high number of stories. The opposite 

pattern is apparent for NBC's international coverage - fewer stories are covered, but 

more time is given to each individual story. 

Stories about Bosnia were a considerable part of the overall international coverage 

and in fact reached a level that Larson (1984) calls saturation coverage. During 

December, stories about American troops being sent to Bosnia sometimes constituted the 

predominant topic of entire newscasts. In December 67% of all international stories were 

concerned with the Bosnian war and particularly the American involvement therein. 

During the sampling period this proportion steadily increased, rising from 31% in 

October to 40% in November. This also affected the total amount of international 

coverage, which increased by over two minutes per network per day from October to 

December. 
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A typical pattern for coverage of international crises was observed in this analysis: 

the overall time for international coverage increased dnring such a crisis, but coverage of 

international events other than the crisis at hand dropped off. In the sample, 109 of the 

300 stories analyzed dealt with Bosnia. During the sample period, the average number of 

non-Bosnian international stories per day fell from 2.71 in October to 2.11 per day in 

December. The predominance of Bosnia as a topic (as well as its "crowding out" effect) 

become clear by examining the time allotted to it relative to other international stories. 

Total time given to Bosnia stories was 216:11 minutes, which is not much less than the 

total time of229:12 minutes for all non-Bosnian international stories. CBS, the network 

with the most intensive Bosnia coverage, devoted approximately six minutes to the topic 

during each sampled day in December, For all networks, the average length of coverage 

of all non-Bosnia international stories decreased from 181 seconds per day in October to 

176 seconds in November, finally bottoming out at 132 seconds daily in December. The 

difference in story length was significant - Bosnia stories were on average 119 seconds 

long, as compared to non-Bosnian stories' average length of 72 seconds, t (298) = -5.75, 

p<.001. 

Bosnia coverage also strongly affected the research question dealing with the 

amoimt of international lead stories; in the sample, international stories were lead stories 

35% of the time, a surprisingly high percentage. However, 24% of all lead stories (67% 

of all international lead stories) dealt with the Bosnian war and the American decision to 

send troops to the region. Only 11% of all lead stories were international stories other 

than Bosnia; these consisted mostly of reports about the assassination of the Israeli prime 

minister Yitzak Rabin and the aforementioned plane crash in Colombia. Thus, only very 

conflictual and/or dramatic events were presented as lead stories. 
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Hypothesis two, which predicted that international stories would very rarely be 

presented as lead stories, could be neither proved nor disproved when coverage of Bosnia 

was taken into consideration, because it is impossible to ascertain whether Bosnia's 24% 

of lead stories would have been taken up by domestic stories, some other international hot 

spot, or some combination. As I argue below, it is not always possible to separate 

"crisis" coverage from "normal" coverage in international news. Figure One illustrates 

the finding on lead stories. 

Figure One 

Lead Stories oo Network Television 

Bosnia 
24% 

Other International 
11% 

N=300 

International coverage of countries and regions 

Amount of coverage bv region 

Hypothesis three predicted that Westem Europe and the Middle East would be 

featured more frequently in the news than would Latin America and Africa. This 

hypothesis was confirmed, although some remarks need to be made explaining the 

results. Figiire two shows the frequencies with which particular regions were the main 

focus of a news story. 

65% 
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Figure Two 

Story Freqnency by Region 

Eutem Westero Middle Latin Pacific Inti Afiica Canada Central But 
Buope Europe East Ameiica Asia Orgs. Asia Eur.w/o 

Bos. 
Re{iaa 

N=300 

The overwhelming majority of stories were reported from Eastern Europe, but it is 

clear that stories about the Bosnian war were responsible for this pattern. Only 25 of the 

134 stories from Eastern Europe dealt with other events or countries. When the coverage 

of the Bosnian war is discounted, Eastem Europe received less coverage than Latin 

America. 

These frequencies largely overlap with what Gonzenbach et al. (1992) and Graber 

(1996) have found for longer periods of analysis, despite the relatively short sampling 

period. An analysis at a certain point in time always shows both a snapshot of the current 

hot spots in international news and a more consistent pattern of general levels of 

coverage. It is nearly impossible to separate a hot spot from normal news, even in the 



long tenn, since reporting from the crisis region can eventually evolve from coverage of 

the crisis itself to an increased interest in political and economic processes in the region 

more or less closely related to the war. This effect may remain for some time after the 

conflict, as the still-frequent coverage of Vietnam and Iraq illustrates. 

On the other hand, some regions or countries become hot spots with intensive 

coverage, only to drop off the US media's radar screen quickly; the frequencies of El 

Salvador and Nicaragua in 1995 attest to this effect. Finally, some hot spots remain just 

that: chronic hot spots, so coverage of these areas is extensive for prolonged periods of 

time, as in the Middle East. Often, there is no clear distinction between crisis coverage 

and normal coverage in international news, as crisis coverage is normal coverage in 

international news. 

All of this serves as a reminder that the major "crises du jour" must always be 

considered when interpreting data drawn from a sample period of international news 

coverage. The crisis coverage is an outlier, in a sense, because it tends to overshadow the 

rest of the international coverage during that time, but at the same time it can be a highly 

typical example of crisis coverage. 

Coverage within geographic regions 

As predicted in hypothesis four, the amount of coverage within geographic 

regions was highly disproportionate. In all regions save Pacific Asia one or two countries 

accoimted for over 70% of all coverage that the region received. Table Two shows the 

frequencies for coverage within regions. 
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Table Two 

Amount of coverage within refnnnf; 

Western %in Eastern %in Middle %in Pacific % in Latin %in 
Eurooe region Europe region East region Asia region America region 

Britain 47.7 Bosnia 79.1 Israel 70.5 Japan 40.7 Cuba 38.2 
France 29.5 Russia 16.4 Egypt 6.8 Vietnam 14.8 Mexico 32.4 
Ireland 9.1 Poland 3.7 Syria 6.8 S. Korea 14.8 Colomb. 14.7 
Vatican 6.8 Serbia 0.7 S. Arabia 6.8 N.Korea 7.4 Haiti 8.8 
Greece 6.8 Iraq 6.8 Philipp. 7.4 Panama 2.9 

Algeria 2.3 Thailand 3.7 Peru 2.9 
Australia 3.7 
Malaysia 3.7 
Singapore 3.7 

n=44 n=I34 n=44 n=27 n=34 

N=278 

Additional support for hypothesis four was obtained through a keyword search in 

the Vanderbilt Television Index for the full year of 1995. This helped to establish 

patterns with more certainty, as a larger time frame helps to even out peaks of coverage 

that occur due to spectacular short-term events during in this three-month period. It must 

be taken into account that the coding for countries in the present study and in the 

Vanderbilt Index search is somewhat different, as the Vanderbilt Index registers the mere 

mention of a country, while this study considers only the main focus country of a story. 

In addition, the population from which the data is collected is slightly different since 

CNN's "World View" program, not the "Prime News" program analyzed in this paper, is 

included in the Index. "World View" is more internationally oriented, but is only 

indexed for the last three months of 1995 This evidence is not part of the main analysis 

of the present study, but it underscores the point that enormous differences exist in the 
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amount of coverage within geographic regions and shows that the distribution in this 

study's sample is representative. 

Table Three 

Television News References to Countries -1995 

200+ 
Bosnia 
Israel 
Japan 
Russia 
NATO 
UN 

200-175 
China 
France 

174-150 
Mexico 

149-125 
Britain 
Germany 
Iraq 

124-100 99-75 
Croatia Canada 
Vietnam 

74-50 49-25 
Colombia Argentina 

Cuba Australia 

Haiti Egypt 
Ireland India 
Italy Iran 
Jordan Kuwait 
Singapore Netherlands 
S.Korea N.Korea 
Syria Pakistan 

Philippines 
Poland 
Rwanda 
S. Arabia 
Serbia 
Somalia 
S. Africa 
Zaire 

Source: Vanderbilt Television News Archive 
Note: For a full listing of frequencies of countries for 1995, see Appendix B. 

The news does not only have blind spots in Africa. It misses much of the Pacific 

and most of the former Soviet republics as well as some European nations; Finland, 

Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Portugal and Hungary received virtually no coverage or 

no coverage whatsoever during all of 1995. This weakens the assertion leveled by some 

critics that American news systematically ignores Third World countries in favor of 

industrialized countries. Overall, as contended by Rosengren (1974) and others, the 

politically powerful and those with close relations to the US attract the "restless 
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searchlight" more often, as Israel, Russia, Japan, France, China, Mexico, Britain and 

Germany (in that order) did in 1995. 

Comparing these results to a study by Larson (1984) for the period of 1972-1981 

(using the same method and database) shows that all of these coimtries (except China and 

Mexico) were among the 15 most frequently mentioned countries 20 years ago. Thus, it 

seems safe to assert that our findings on this subject are not confined to the sample 

period, but are representative of a long-term, systematic pattem of news coverage. 

Topics 

Research question three dealt with the topical content of international news and 

the frequencies with which they occur. Figure Three presents a bar diagram of the overall 

frequency of topics in the sample. 

Figure Three 

Frequency Of Topics 

War Inti MSi- Dom. Oil- Cdaef Terror- Ois- Gran- Other Soc. Sci- Relt- Sports 
Pol- taiy Pol- ture Dtugs isin aster oniics Ser- ence gion 
itics itics vice 

Topic 

N=410' 

 ̂N exceeds 300 because some stories had two topics. 
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Based on many researchers' contention that conflictual and disastrous topics 

dominate international news, hypothesis five predicted that these topics would comprise 

the majority of international news stories. For this hypothesis, topics were recoded into 

categories comprising conflictual stories, or "bad news" (war, military, terrorism, 

crime/drugs, disasters), "political-economical news" (international politics, domestic 

politics, economic matters) and "soft news" (social services, science, culture/human 

interest, sports, religion). Figure Four shows the distribution of stories by these 

categories. 

Figure Four 

Categorizitioii of News by Topic 

"Soft News" 
13% 

Pol-Bwn. 
News 
30f/o 

N=300 

These results also support hypothesis eight, which argues that cultural and/or 

human interest stories - so-called "soft news" — will be reported very rarely. This is 

underscored by the fact that soft news are on average significantly shorter than both other 

types of news. A one-way ANOVA showed that "bad news" stories averaged 103 

seconds (SD=15.46) in length and political-economic averaged 78 seconds (SD= 

-9.56), while "soft news" stories averaged 62 seconds (SD = -25.49) 

per story, which was statistically significant — F=7.26, p<.001, eta^=.05. 

There also exist significant regional differences in terms of these news categories, 

as Figure Five illustrates. 
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Figure Five 

Story Type By Region 

100 

• 'Soft News' 

g Pol-Econ Novs 

a'Bad News' 

W. Europe £ Europe Middle East Latin Ata 

Region 

Pac. Asia 

N=282^ 
Note: Columns do not total 100 due to rounding. 

These differences were statistically significant: x^= 97.84, df = 8, N=282, p<.001, 

Cramer's V = .42. 

Much of the critical research on international television news contends that 

differences are not only due to geographical region but to political-economiceil 

development. For this purpose a new variable was constructed, based on three conmionly 

used categories: developed market economies (First World), former members of the 

Eastern bloc (Second World), and developing market economies (Third World). 

Appendix C shows a list of countries by tier. Although these categories are somewhat 

dated (and the terms themselves are certainly controversial), they are nevertheless useful 

for distinguishing socioeconomic systems. 

' Africa, Central Asia and Intemational Organizations, and Canada were excluded because their low 

number caused statistical distortions. 



58 

The three groups based on this categorization differ in terms of the firequencies of 

bad, political economical and soft news, which Figure Six shows. 

Figure Six 

Story lypes by Her 

• "Soft News* 

g Pot-Econ News 

g'Bad News* 

Fast Worid Second Woiid ThM World 

Tier 

N=300 

These differences are also significant, x2=58.17 df=4, N=300, p< .001, Cramer's V 

= .31. Interestingly enough, those differences are amplified when Bosnia stories are 

excluded. In that case, x^=65.01 df=4, N=184, p< .001, and Cramer's V = .42. This is 

strong support for the hypothesis that reporting about First, Second and Third World 

differs and that this difference may have evaluative consequences. This finding 

contradicts hypothesis 6a, which predicted political issues were more likely to be reported 

from the First World. Not surprisingly, no significant differences exist among the 

networks in terms of story type, x2=5.69 df=4, p= .13. 

Themes 

Figure Seven shows the frequencies of themes in the sample. 
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Figure Seven 

Hieme Frequency 

m  4 0 . 2  

VoleDt Mo Other bp. Boyt Piog* Mettia Other Royal USaod Actof Exotic US - US - Worid 
oon- dii Conflct Poidct Over* letsii other conliet Famiy Friends God Foreign Other Good Facet 

Western cem* **US teat other countiy —no WorU countiy Samar* Pioblem 
conflfct ble iav. countiy US eonflct kaa 

Theme 

N=300 

Note that the violent non-Western world conflict is the modal category, 

reaffirming the finding that conflict plus violence boost the news value of international 

news. The relatively high number of stories for which no theme could be specified 

(14.7% of all stories) is due to a number of very short stories (10 to 30 seconds), snippets 

for which no theme was identifiable, and to a number of stories too idiosyncratic to be 

properly described by any of the other categories. An example would be updates on the 

aforementioned rape case in Japan which were not pitched as a conflict, as well as stories 

about the health of important, although not politically important, personalities. Among 

the 44 stories that comprised this "no discernible theme" category, no patterns were 

apparent which would suggest that other broad themes were present but overlooked in the 

analysis. However, two new, rather narrow themes were discovered in the sample: the 

"boys overseas" and the "royal family," the latter of which was surprisingly common. 



News themes were also used to indicate the conflict orientation of international 

news. For that purpose the conflict themes '*US against the totalitarian menace," "US-

other country conflict," 'Violent non-Western world conflict," "other conflict involving 

US" and "other conflict not involving US" were combined to account for all conflictual 

themes. Conflictual themes were present in 37.2% of all stories. 

Themes are useful in underscoring the results of the analysis of the topics. A 

crosstabulation of conflictual theme by region shows that stories from certain 

geographical regions were more frequently presented in a conflict frame than others. 

Those differences were statistically significant, x2=24.00 df=5, N=300. p< .001, with 

Cramer's V = 0.29. Those results were not affected by the coverage of Bosnia because 

the results remained almost the same when all Bosnia stories were excluded, x^25.3 

df=3, N=184, p< .001, Cramer's V = .37. Note that excluding Bosnia coverage amplified 

the differences among the regions. Figure Eight shows the number of conflictually 

themed stories in relation to non-conflictually themed stories by region.^ 

* Africa, Central Asia, International Organizations, and Canada were excluded from this portion of the 

analysis due to their extremely low numbers. 
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Figure Eight 

Use of Conflict Themes by Region 

Butem Western Middle Pacific Latm 
Birope Europe East Asa America 

Rcgioa 

g Nbn-Conflictua] Themes 

B Conflictual Themes 

N=300 

Hypothesis 6b predicted that coverage of the Third World and Second World 

would be more conflict-oriented than the coverage of the First World. An analysis of the 

frequencies by which conflict themes are used in covering each world tier supports the 

hypothesis. Conflictual themes are present in 20.3% of the First World stories, but in 

42.2% of the Second World stories and 44.2% of the Third World stories. Those 

differences are significant, x2=10.24 df=2, N=300. Cramer's V =.I9. This significance 

remains when Bosnia stories are excluded. The percentage of conflictual coverage for the 

Second World drops to 19%, but the differences are still significant and even have a 

higher Cramer's V ~ x^=12.80df=2,N=184, p<.01, Cramer's V = .26. We can 

conclude that conflict is covered disproportionately in the Third World, and perhaps in 

the Second. 
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Another measiire was created to encompass foreign-centered stories with themes 

which have a multinational scope ("world faces a problem"), which address important 

political issues ("important politics in other countries"), which show positive 

achievements ("progress in other countries"), or which present "soft news" about life in 

other countries ("strange and beautiful foreign world"). In short, this is the kind of 

reporting that many critics of US news coverage, as mentioned earlier, consider "good 

news." These critics claim that such news are the exception, especially for certain 

geographical regions. The results in the sample show that 21.6% of stories use such 

frames, well above a mere exception from the posited rule. However, there were no 

significant statistical differences among regions (x2=4.9, df=5, p= .43) or tiers (x2=2.68 

df=2, p= .26) for this measure. Thus we cannot conclude from the data that there exist 

systematic differences in the source of "good" international news. 

TJnks between topics and re^ons 

Research question four asked whether any links existed between regions or 

coimtries and particular topics. For this purpose, I selected the most frequently occurring 

topic in a region and tested whether this topic was covered significantly more often in this 

region than in other regions. Such was the case for reporting on the Middle East, Eastern 

Europe, and Latin America. 50% of all stories about the Middle East concemed domestic 

politics, but only 12.8% of stories about other regions concemed domestic politics. This 

finding was statistically significant, x^=34.74, d^l N=300, p< .001, phi= .34. 

In Eastem Europe, the most frequent topic was war, dealing mostly with the war 

in Bosnia but also with the separatist war in Chechnya. 55.2% of all stories from Eastem 

Europe dealt with war, while only 10.8% of stories fix>m all other regions had this topic. 

There were (and still are) many wars occurring around the world during the analysis 

period (e.g. Rwanda, Burundi, Sri Lanka), but only the wars in Bosnia and Chechnya 
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were covered extensively. The high amount of war coverage of Eastern Europe was 

statistically significant, x^=69.20 df=1, N=300, p<.001, phi = .48. 

Most dramatically, coverage of Latin America centered around the "disaster" topic 

~ nearly 30% of the coverage of Latin America dealt with disasters, accounting for 77% 

of worldwide disaster reporting. This was also significant - x =58.40, df=l, N=300, p< 

.001, and phi = .44. 

US-centrism 

Research question five deeilt with degree to which international coverage may be 

US-centered. As mentioned earlier, US involvement in an international event is 

considered the most important news value for international coverage; this informs 

hypothesis ten, which contends that events with American involvement will receive 

considerable coverage. This was confirmed in the sample. In fact, the majority (51,5%) of 

all stories involved either US sources or actors, or both. In an additional 2% of stories US 

actors or sources were not involved, but consequences for the US were mentioned. 

Overall 53.5% of stories had an American angle and/or American involvement. A 

crosstabvilation of the four networks by US involvement showed no significant 

differences among them; x^=5.9, df=4, p=.13. 

Controlling for Bosnia stories showed clearly that Bosnia influenced this variable. 

Removing Bosnia stories fi*om the sample, 38.2% of all stories had American 

involvement or an American angle, while 80.7% of all Bosnia stories were American-

oriented. The majority of Bosnia stories sampled dealt in some way with the American 

decision to send troops and the actual arrival of the troops in Bosnia. No significant 

differences among the networks were foimd — x^=2.71, df=3, p=.49. 

The themes that have been identified in the analyzed sample can be an additional 

indicator of the level of US-centrism in a story. For that purpose the following themes 
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were collapsed into one "US-centric" theme category: "US against totalitarian menace," 

"US-other country conflict," "US as Good Samaritan," "US and their friends" and "boys 

overseas." 

A total of 25% of all stories had US-centric themes. Twenty-three stories, or 

7.7% of all stories included in the analysis, were in the category "boys overseas" and 

dealt entirely with the fate and problems of American soldiers overseas, almost 

exclusively in Bosnia. 

The networks were significantly different in their use of US-centric themes; x2= 

13.83 d^3, N=300, p< .01, Cramer's V = .21. NBC used a US-centric frame 41.8% of 

the time compared to 14.8% for ABC, 26.7% for CBS and 22% for CNN. The effect's 

significance disappears when stories about Bosnia are excluded — x =7.8, df=3, p>.05. 

Therefore the differences in the use of US-centric themes can be attributed to differences 

in reporting about Bosnia. 

Earlier hypotheses in this analysis predicted that there would be significant 

differences in the way that television news covered geographic regions and countries of 

different levels of economic-political development. Thus, a cross-tabulation was run for 

US-centric themes and region. The results seem to show significant differences, 

x^=39.98 d^5, N=300, p> .001, Cramer's V == .37. These differences disappear when 

stories about Bosnia are excluded. Bosnia coverage thus distorts this result With the 

exclusion of Bosnia only 9.2% of all stories had US-centric themes and no significant 

difference between regions could be found - x^=3.19, d^2, p=.36. A cross-tabulation of 

US-centrism by tier had similar results - x^=5.33, df=2, p=.07. 

Another indicator of US-centrism was the use of American on-camera sources. 

27.7% of all stories used a member of the American elite as an on-camera source, while 

in 8.3% of all stories an American "man on the street" was used. In fact, US sources were 
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used in 31.2% of all stories, which was exactly as often as foreign sources were used. 

Therefore hypothesis eleven was not confinned, since it predicted that foreign sources 

would be used only rarely in international coverage. It is notable, though, that Americans 

commented as much on foreign affairs as did foreigners. There was a highly significant 

difference in the use of US on-camera sources between Bosnia stories and all other 

stories. US on-camera sources were used in 50.5% of the Bosnia stories, but in only 

20.4% of all other stories, x2=22.11 df=4, N=300, p< .001, phi= .31. 

Hypothesis 1 la predicted that foreign elites were more like to be used than foreign 

men on the street. This hypothesis was confirmed: 23.3% of all stories used foreign 

elites, but only 13.3% used a foreign man on the street as an on-camera source. There 

was no significant difference in the use of foreign sources when Bosnia was controlled 

for: x^=53.7, d^l, p=.06. 

Framing 

Hypothesis twelve dealt with the fi-aming of international news stories. It 

predicted that more than two-thirds of all international coverage would be episodic. This 

hypothesis was confirmed. 78% of all stories were episodic, 17.7% were mixed, and 4.3% 

were thematic, as Figure Nine shows. 

Figure Nine 

Framing of International Stories 
Thematic 

Mbed 4% 
18% 

%isodic 
78% 

N=300 
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There were significant differences among the networks in framing of stories, 

x2=22.99 df=6, N=300, p< .001., Cramer's V = .20. ABC used more thematic and mixed 

coverage than the other networks, while CNN had the most episodic coverage. These 

differences disappear upon controlling for Bosnia - x^=10.76, df=6, p=.10. Similar to the 

use of US-centric coverage, differences between the networks seem to be due to 

differences in Bosnia coverage. 

In addressing the issue of responsibility for causes and treatments of social 

problems, the networks differed regardless of Bosnia coverage. Responsibility, whether 

causal or treatment, was mentioned rarely, in 15.6% of all stories. Therefore the different 

categories of responsibility were collapsed into a dummy variable. Significant differences 

between networks were found — x^ =11.56 df =3, N=300, p< .01, Cramer's V = .20. 

ABC mentioned responsibility in 25.0% of their stories, CBS 14.7%, CNN 6.1% and 

NBC 16.4%. 

Evaluative References 

Hypothesis thirteen predicted that international stories would be predominantly 

neutral or have mixed evaluative references. Results showed that 5.7% of stories had 

positive evaluative references, 4% had negative, 6.3% mixed, and 84% neutral. 

Therefore the hypothesis was confirmed. Figure Ten shows a graphic representation of 

this finding. In addition, no significant differences among the networks were found on 

this variable. 
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Figure Ten 

Evaluative References in International News 

Negative 
Positive 

Neutral 
84% 

N=300 

Visuals 

One of the more interesting findings of this study was the huge increase in the use 

of visual images in international news stories since Larson's (1984) sample period of 

1972-1981. In that study, Larson reported that 40% of international stories used no 

visuals. Presimiably because of advances in satellite and video technology, the number of 

image-firee stories in the present sample was a mere 14.8%. 

The use of visual images appears to differ between international and domestic 

reporting. For one, maps comprised a number of the visual images in international news, 

which one might expect. More interestingly, although Jarvis (1995) found that domestic 

political stories featuring Congressional representatives had a 7.3% rate of visual-verbal 

incongruence, I found almost no such incongruence in international stories - a rate of less 

than 1%. This is most likely due to the fact that far less staged events and "photo ops" 

(the types of story in which Jarvis found the most incongruence) are featured in 

international stories than in domestic political stories. This assumption is strengthened if 

we look at the only two stories that were found incongruent in the sample. One dealt 
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with Russian election campaign conunercials, showing positive visuals while talking 

about problems with Russian democracy; the other showed Russian president Yeltsin 

cracking jokes with President Clinton at a staged press conference while the audio dealt 

with the two leaders' policy disagreements. 

Figure Eleven gives an overview of the use of visual images in the sample. 



Figure Eleven 
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Despite the prevalence of conflictual themes and topics, actual scenes of fighting 

or violence were far less common than were talking heads and images of troops — 

American and non-American alike - not fighting. The fact that only a small number of 

international events and issues actually involve troops and the military suggests that such 

events are over-represented by the media. Paraphrasing Clausewitz, international politics 

is often shown as it "progresses" to its continuation by other means. 

Extremely rare were visuals from exotic places or any kind of visuals that would 

give the audience an impression of daily life in other countries, with the exception 

occurring in coverage of life within the ruins of Sarajevo. 

Length 

The analysis of story length by development level adds a new angle. I disagree 

with the conclusions of Gonzenbach et al. (1992) that analyzing story length does not 

usually yield more information than using only the story as the unit of analysis. Similar to 

the position in the newscast, the time that is allotted for a story signals importance, and 

Graber (1996) foimd that viewers usually do not remember information firom 

international stories shorter than sixty seconds. Di£ference-of-means tests showed that 

there were significant differences in length according to the topic covered. Stories about 

war and the military were significantly longer than were other stories. The mean for the 

length of war stories. 111 seconds, was 26 seconds higher than the mean for non-war 

stories, which was 85 seconds. This finding was significant ~ t (298) =-4.3, p<.001. 

Military stories were even longer, as the mean for military stories, 125 seconds, was 42 

seconds higher than the 82 second mean for non-military stories, t(298) =-5.5, p<.001. 

Culture and human interest stories were significantly shorter (by 39 seconds, on 

average) than other stories. This is also significant ~ t(298)=2.77, p<.01. There were also 

significant effects on length in regard to the type of story: obviously, stories which are 



reported only by an anchotperson tend to be much shorter than stories with a video report 

from abroad. More interesting is the finding that both Bosnia stories and stories with 

American involvement were considerably longer than other stories (47 seconds and 50 

seconds respectively). 

Since a number of stories concemed both American involvement and Bosnia, a 

factorial ANOVA was performed in order to specify which accounted for more of the 

increased story length. The cell means were as follows^: 

Table Four 
ANOVA Results: Length by Bosnia and US involvement 

US 

Inv. 

N=300 
The results were statistically significant - for US involvement, F=33.93, p<.001, 

eta^=.09, while for Bosnia, F=10.87, p<.001, eta^=.03. There were no interaction effects. 

As the analysis made clear, US involvement is a much stronger predictor of story length 

(and, hence, implied importance) than is Bosnia. 

Differences between the traditional networks and CNN 

For comparisons between the traditional "Big Three" networks and CNN, a 

dummy variable was created combining ABC, CBS and NBC. CNN was considerably 

Bosma 

No Yes 

No 52.67 88.81 

Yes 102.74 126.19 

 ̂Standard deviations were as follows. US Inv. Yes: 21.59. No:-25.01. Bosnia Yes:-9.94. No: 17.43. 
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different in terms of framing of stories, in the use of video, and in terms of the average 

length of stories. 

The possibility of such differences was raised in the theoretical analysis, because 

CNN is known for its strong visuals, on-site reporting, and few analytical pieces. Not one 

of CNN's international stories was thematic, compared to 6% of stories in the other 

networks. Only 12.2% of all CNN stories were mixed, as compared to 19.7% in the other 

networks. This finding was statistically significant, x^== 8.2, df=2, N=300, p<.05. 

CNN also uses less anchor reports and less graphics in its international coverage 

than the other networks. Over 60% of all stories are video reports introduced by the 

anchor, or video reports only, while only 40% of the other networks' stories belong to 

this category. This finding was also significant, x^=8.3 df=2, N=300. Stories were also 22 

seconds shorter on average on CNN, t(298)=2.48, p< .05. However, there were no 

differences in terms of regions that were covered, which suggests that the increased 

availability of visual reports firom far-off countries does not significantly increase 

international reporting. Although there were a few instances, such as natural disasters in 

Asia or Latin America, in which CNN was the only network that provided visuals and 

therefore also aired a longer story, these differences were not statistically significant — 

x^=2.65, d5=5, p=.75. 



CHAPTERS 

Discussion 

Amount and position of international news 

The first goal of this study was to assess the amount of international news 

coverage and its position in the newscast This was necessary to establish a baseline of 

sorts for the sample imder scrutiny, but this study also used a refined measure to account 

for international stories. Only if the focus of the story was an international or foreign 

topic was the story coded as such. Most other studies (for example Gonzenbach et al., 

1992; Larson, 1984; Norris, 1995) have used the mere mention of a country other than the 

US as an indicator of an international story and concluded that about 40% of all news 

stories deal with international news. This is an inflated measure, and thus the present 

analysis and others using similar methods (see Graber, 1996) have found that only about 

20% of all stories were international in their main focus. This percentage was only 

slightly higher when length instead of number of stories was used as imit of analysis. 

This distinction is theoretically important if we are interested in what the viewers 

get out of the newscast (which is usually the ultima ratio of such research), because 

Graber (1993;1996) found that viewers only remember the major points of a story. A 

mere mention of another coimtry will therefore be practically without consequences. 

One finding of this study is that the percentage of international news that is 

meaningfiil for any further audience research is smaller than generally assumed. Many 

scholars contend that the 22 minutes of an evening news broadcast is too short to inform 

people about important domestic political and economical issues. Even after taking into 

consideration that domestic issues will be almost always be of more direct concern to 

citizens (Rielly, 1995), it is illustrative that the rest of the world is covered in little more 

than five minutes per day. The scope of this coverage must necessarily be limited and 
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poses great demands on journalists to present complex issues quickly and in an 

imderstandabie fashion. 

Both the length of a story and its position in a newscast signal importance to the 

viewer (Brody, 1991), as viewers are more likely to remember longer stories and stories 

early in the broadcast. Both factors are likely to influence what and how much viewers 

learn and remember from the news (Graber, 1996). International news stories are 

somewhat longer on average than domestic stories, yet it seems to be much more di£5cult 

to convey substantive information because less backgroimd knowledge can be expected 

of the viewers and issues may be more complex (Graber, 1996). How do the gatekeepers 

deal with the difficulty of selecting a few bites out of the a vast amount of unfamiliar 

information? One way the media apparently tries to counteract this dilemma is by 

reporting information in "continuing sagas," (Adams, 1987) so that people are repeatedly 

exposed to a story, which increases remembering. After initial explanation of a story is 

given, the subsequent stories tend to be shorter and only update the situation, assimiing 

that viewers have at least a dim idea about the overall issue at hand. 

This strategy makes international news easier to digest, but at the same time the 

selection of a few sagas necessarily excludes other stories and the story updates tend to be 

short on information beyond the battle of the day. An example would be stories about the 

latest terrorist attack in Israel, with pictures of violence, destruction, and hostile foreign-

looking people. These pictures have become familiar and we have come to associate them 

with the Arab-Israeli conflict, yet we usually leam little about what a particular event 

means in a larger context. 

Hypothesis two predicted that international stories are rarely lead stories. This was 

based on the contention that journalists as well as the public regard international issues as 

being of lesser importance. The relation between audience interest and frequency of 



coverage seems to be intertwined: if an audience demonstrates low interest in an issue, 

the market-oriented networks will discover this and cover the issue less, which 

presiunably will cause even less interest At least, this is what agenda-setting research 

tells us. It is a fact that audience interest in international events is usually low, as is 

demonstrated by ratings (Gutstadt, 1993; Rielly, 1995). At the same time, costs for 

international coverage are generally high. Advances in technology (video, satellite 

transmission) have made this factor somewhat less important, but the fact remains that a 

net of correspondents is expensive to maintain — especially in the current news climate, 

when news organizations are integrated into multinational corporations with management 

which makes decisions according to business values, not journalistic ones. These 

phenomena decrease the likelihood that international news are reported and the chance 

that such stories are selected as lead stories. 

Despite these factors, 35% of all lead stories in the sample were international. 

The possible reasons for this high percentage becomes clearer upon examining the 

stories. The majority of these stories dealt with the Bosnian war, and more specifically 

with the role of the American troops in the war and the peacekeeping process. Thus, the 

stories had a military conflict element and American troop involvement, both of which 

have high cachet for US viewers. Such news values can override the fact that domestic 

stories are generally considered more important by viewers and by gatekeepers. The 

involvement of American troops seems to be a key news value; fiom the end of 

November until the middle of December ~ that is, during the final days of heated debate 

on the issue as well as the actual arrival of the troops ~ all networks simultaneously 

featured this story at the top of the newscast for several days. 

Moreover, the importance of this story was reinforced by the fact that Peter 

Jeimings and Dan Rather, the anchors of ABC and CBS, reported the main newscast 



directly from Bosnia or an American base in Germany. This indicated that the drama of 

the event was at its peak, and the fact that the famous American news anchors went to a 

war zone was also newsworthy in itself. On December 13 and 14, Dan Rather reported 

the news from Tuzla, Bosnia. On both of these days more than twelve minutes of the 

newscast dealt with the Bosnian war, but a considerable amount of this time dealt with 

Dan Rather aboard a military aircraft or Dan Rather in the cold of the Bosnian winter. 

Two stories account for the rest of intemational lead stories — the assassination of 

Israeli prime minister Rabin and the aforementioned airplane crash in Colombia. 

Together they accoimt for the remaining 11% of intemational lead stories. 

Israel is one of the most covered nations on American television and has close 

political ties to the US; Rabin was well-known in the US for his efforts to bring peace to 

the Middle East. The media framed his assassination as personal tragedy (interviewing 

his widow), as a tragedy for the Middle East, and they presented Rabin as a hero who 

sacrificed his life serving peace. This story met virtually every criteria for high news 

values — it involved tragedy, melodrama, violence, people of exalted status, and it took 

place in an area of the world relatively familiar to the average television viewer - and it 

was actually an issue of political importance. The assassination attracted major news 

attention for only five days. Stories about the crash of the American plane in Colombia 

made up the rest of the lead stories. All intemational lead stories involved the deaths of or 

potential threats to the lives of Americans or their close friends. Intemational stories 

which made the newscasts but not the lead were elections in Haiti and Poland, the 

election campaigning in Russia and the execution of eight environmental activists by the 

Nigerian government. 

This suggests that intemational stories must fulfill a variety of criteria for being 

selected as leads, namely that they must involve the death of or the risk of death to 



Americans, or of people with exalted status, along with drama, violence or disaster. In 

contrast, the domestic stories which comprised the other 65% of lead stories mostly dealt 

with the US national government, especially with the Congress and the President. Graber 

(1993) contends that this is the case because these institutions have "intrinsic 

significance" and because they are part of a well-established "beat" for journalists (p. 

121). Obviously, these stories focused on politics, not on life-or-death crises. 

Lynn Gutstadt, CNN's vice president for audience research, has stated that all 

international high-interest events with large television audiences mvolved threats to 

American lives and/or interests abroad (Gutstadt, 1993). Data fi:om the Times Mirror 

Center for the People and the Press shows that between 1986 and 1995, there were 13 

international topics that Americans followed closely. Eight of these concerned the Gulf 

War, also mentioned was the US's Somalia intervention and the US air strike against 

Libya. Only one event in this period, the fall of the Berlin Wall, lacked US involvement 

but attracted Americans' attention. It seems that Americans are most interested in stories 

with American involvement in which American lives are at stake. 

Amount of coverage bv region 

Research question three dealt with the issue of differences in coverage according 

to region. Not surprisingly, the results confirm that such differences exist. Even less 

surprisingly. Eastern Europe accoimted for the lion's share of international coverage due 

to Bosnia coverage. Apparently, if an event meets the criteria for full blown crisis 

coverage, this coverage can be so extensive that all other international news are 

overshadowed. The high amount of Bosnia coverage obviously is due to a singular 

event/crisis and does not reflect long-term levels of coverage. However, the research 

question is aimed at investigating long-standing regional news determinants which 

systematically produce regional dififerences in the amount of coverage. It is therefore 
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legitimate to look at the results without Bosnia coverage. Upon exclusion of Bosnia, 

Eastern Europe including Russia receives less coverage than Latin America. As predicted 

in hypothesis three. Western Europe and the Middle East are the regions that receive the 

most coverage. International organizations, Africa and Central Asia receive very limited 

coverage. The differences are tremendous and long-standing - as mentioned previously, 

roughly similar patterns were found by Larson (1984). 

There is a systematic reason for this coverage. Events obviously happen around 

the world, so the news selection is responsible for this pattern. Certainly the question of 

production constraints comes to mind along with the fact that correspondents are 

expensive to maintain in far-off places, but ultimately the positioning of correspondents 

reflects what foreign news editors consider the important countries and thus is dependent 

on inherent regional news values. 

Galtung and Ruge (1965) developed a comprehensive scheme for international 

news values and empirically tested the scheme in four Norwegian newspapers. They 

found the most important values to be: small distance (geographical, political, economic, 

cultural), negativity, the involvement of elites, the possibility of personalizing the event 

and the consistency of the story with broad existing stereotypes. The more of these 

factors which are fulfilled, the more room a story will be given in the news. As already 

discussed, all international lead stories score high on a variety of these factors. A low 

score on one of these factors must be counteracted, by higher scores on the other factors if 

a story is to make the news (Galtung & Ruge, 1965; Rosengren, 1974). 

The "threshold" for more distanced regions is considerably higher and 

consequently fewer stories from there make the news. Westem Europe has the closest 

cultural, economic and political ties to the US, Israel as the most covered country in the 

Middle East has a special status as important political ally. Canada, which received little 



coverage in our sample, got a fairly high amount of news coverage in 1995 overall. 

Events in these parts of the world seem to have an inherent higher news value to 

Americans than events anywhere else. 

This argument can be extended to the coverage of coimtries within regions. The 

US usually maintains closer ties with the politically and economically more powerful 

countries in a region. This explains why Britain and France are the most covered 

countries in Western Europe. Germany was not mentioned in the sample, but the 

Vanderbilt Index showed that during all of 1995 it was covered as frequently as France 

and Britain. Japan as the most advanced and powerful nation in Asia gets the lion's share 

of Asia's coverage, Russia, the most covered coimtry in Eastern Europe except Bosnia, is 

most powerful in the region. 

Researchers also suggest that we are still in the aftermath of the Cold War 

(Graber, 1996; Norris, 1995) and that patterns of coverage have remained to some degree. 

This would explain the high levels of cover^e for Russia, as well as for Cuba, North 

Korea and South Korea. An additional factor that influences amount of coverage is less 

mentioned in the literature: coimtries of former crises receive residual coverage, as Iraq, 

Vietnam, Haiti and Somalia did in 1995. 

These findings suggests that in fact geographical region is a determinant of 

amount of coverj^e. Western European and Middle Eastern countries are much more 

frequently the focus of a news story than are African coimtries. In addition, a number of 

Western European countries almost never make the news. These are economically and 

politically less powerftil nations, and non-members of NATO. On the other hand singular 

countries from less covered regions are on the news quite often, like Japan, Russia or 

Cuba. Therefore it seems safe to conclude that certain regions contain a number of 

countries of interest to the US >^le other regions contain none, thus accounting for a 
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regional pattern, but that country-specific factors tend to be more important in 

determining the amoimt of news coverage. An interesting sidenote is that regional 

patterns and levels of coverage have remained quite similar after the end of the Cold War. 

Topics 

Hypothesis five predicted that confiictive, disruptive and violent topics would 

predominate international nev^«. This hypothesis was supported. The most covered topics 

in international news are war and international politics, followed by military and 

domestic politics stories. When television viewers see anything about the world beyond 

the US borders, it is most likely a war. War and military stories account for close to the 

majority of stories in the analyzed sample. When crime/drugs, terrorism and disaster are 

taken into account, these "bad news" accoimt for 57% of all stories. Negative and 

confiictive stories have high news values, so it is not surprising that these make up the 

majority of international news. It would be interesting to compare the results to domestic 

news and see whether international news are proportionally more confiict-oriented. 

Conflict-oriented international coverage might also underscore viewers' resentments 

about international cooperation since the world is portrayed as violent and confiictive. In 

contrast to domestic coverage, such impressions usually are not coimteracted by personal 

experience. 

The prominent position of war and military conflict is strengthened by the fact 

that visual images of war and troops are the most Sequent visuals. Graber (1993) found 

that congruent visual images and verbal information increase learning and remembering, 

therefore the audience will clearly perceive the predominance of war/conflict stories. War 

and military stories also were significantly longer than other stories, which fiirther 

amplifies their importance. 
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International politics and domestic politics are covered quite extensively, 

especially the political resolution of violent conflicts. This is also supported by the visual 

images, since talking heads and images from formal statesmen meetings are relatively 

frequent A number of stories dealt with the international efforts to bring peace to Bosnia, 

which were coded as international politics. Another frequent topic was the negotiation 

process between Israel and the PLO. Political issues covered tended to be diplomacy, 

peace negotiations and domestic power politics, including elections. Coverage of 

domestic politics as it directiy concerned the life of the citizens of a coimtry was rare, as 

was coverage of micro- and macroeconomic issues. 

An uncharacteristic but notable exception to this pattem took place on October 23, 

when NBC showed an interview with Cuba's leader Fidel Castro about the political and 

economic situation in Cuba. Immediately afterwards, an "In Depth" piece about the 

effects of the reforms Castro had talked about was shown. Together, both stories were 

over nine minutes long and showed how Cubans had benefited from the reforms by 

interviewing three local entrepreneurs. In general, audiences get to know littie about the 

life of normal people in foreign countries, emphasized by the fact that normal people, or 

the so-called "man in the street," were rarely used as an on-camera soxirce. 

"Soft news" stories were reported rarely, most of which had human interest topics. 

Among these were the "uplifting peculiarities" pieces at the end of newscasts. The British 

royal family was also of high interest to the American networks. News about civil 

society, about cultural events, science and religion was negligible in number. This is also 

expressed in the low number of visuals that show people in everyday activities as well as 

in the fact that soft news stories were shorter than the average story. 

Hypothesis 6,6a, and 6b dealt with the question whether the above types of news 

were evenly reported from aroimd the world. Hypothesis six predicting that significant 
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differences exist was confirmed, but the differences between coverage of the First, 

Second and Third World do not concern the amount of political coverage as hypothesis 

6a had predicted. In fact not less, but more political-economical news were reported from 

the Second and Third World than from the First World. The Third World had the highest 

percentage of bad news, and soft news were almost exclusively reported from the First 

World. This contradicts the argument made in the MacBride Report that news from the 

Third World is entirely negative and not concerned with politics at all. The findings do 

support the notion that news from the Third World is more negative than from other parts 

of the world. 

Two explanations for this phenomenon are possible: either bad news such as civil 

wars, coup d'etats and fatal catastrophes happen more often in Third World coimtries and 

are thus reported more often, or journalists only consider bad news from the Third World 

newsworthy. The validity of these arguments cannot be evaluated here - perhaps both are 

operative. The fact that almost no soft news (which tend to have a positive touch) about 

either the Second or the Third World were reported strengthens the argument that viewers 

get to know little about daily life in these countries. This must be considered a negative 

bias towards these countries, since stories of human interest, culture and other social 

issues happen in Third World and Second World countries and would be news to the 

American audience. Presimiably the audience would be just as interested in forgotten war 

treasures hidden in the former Soviet republics as in yet another story about the leaning 

tower of Pisa. 

One reason why such reporting does not happen could be that regular 

correspondents are generally based in the First World, for example in London, Paris and 

Tokyo. When other things are quiet, such correspondents from time to time produce 

pieces that show an aspect of life or a social problem in their base coimtry. An example of 



such coven^e was aired by NBC on October 18, and dealt — not particularly seriously — 

with the declining usage of the Queen's English in England; working class people were 

interviewed about the subject. Stories like this do not appear from the Second or Third 

World, and in this point the complaints about "vmfair" coverage are justified. The 

American audience does not leam about daily life issues in the Third and Second World 

in the news, so these countries are only associated with bad news and political/ 

economical struggles. The lack of more people-oriented stories increases the perceived 

distance between the US audience and that country, and definitely does not increase 

tolerance and understanding. A variety of implications for the American public from this 

phenomenon is possible, ranging from unwillingness to give foreign aid to a general 

predisposition towards isolationism. The validity of these arguments is underscored by 

the fact that the results are not significantly altered when Bosnia stories are controlled for. 

Themes 

The analysis of themes differs from the topics in that the themes represent how a 

story is pitched and framed. For example stories about the peace process in the Middle 

East often had Israel's domestic politics as a topic, while the firaming and visuals often 

stressed the violence and fanaticism in the underlying conflict, so the theme frequently 

was the "violent non-Western world conflict." There was a significant degree of overlap 

between the two categories. Stories about the Bosnian war, for example, had either the 

topic war, international politics, and military, depending on what aspect was the focus of 

the story; the corresponding themes were often violent non-Western world conflict, 

important politics, or the boys overseas. So the themes can be both a second indicator for 

the central idea conveyed by the story as well as a measure of basic stereotypical firames 

used for coverage of international news. 



Similar to the most frequent topics, conflictual and political themes were most 

frequent, especially the violent non-Western world conflict These findings are worth 

discussing in a larger context. Norris (1995) speculated about new frames emerging after 

the end of the Cold War, during which the bipolar world that helped to put a frame on 

events in countries as different as Hxmgary, Angola and Afghanistan. It was Norris' 

contention that the lack of such a frame posed serious difGculty to television journalists 

on how to present stories but that as a result broader, more globally oriented coverage 

could emerge. Looking at the results of this study, this is not exactly what happened. The 

violent non-Western world conflict emerged as the most frequently used frame, stressing 

ethnic or religious conflict, and presenting militant, irrational fanaticism as the source of 

all evil. This frame is almost as volatile as the Cold War frame, in this sample it 

"explained" conflicts as different as the Bosnian war, the Chechnyan war, the Middle East 

conflict, Algerian terrorism in France, and terrorism against American forces in Saudi 

Arabia. 

In fact the number of regional ethnic conflicts might have risen because they 

countries were no longer under the direct influence of one of the superpowers (Czempiel, 

1991), but at the same time non-military global problems and threats have also arisen. 

But not one single story was present in the sample that addressed any of the following 

issues; the increase in regional cooperation (for example in Asia with ASEAN or Europe 

and the EU), global cooperation against terrorism, the proliferation of nuclear weapons, 

the North-South conflict in any aspect, or the role of multinational corporations in the 

international power game. 

One story was presented with a "world faces a problem" frame, which was about 

the cooperation of NATO forces to bring peace to Bosnia. It seems safe to assume that 
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television picked up on one major aspect of the post Cold War world, but not on the other 

one. 

Similar to the topics, conflictual themes were used significantly more frequently 

in the Second and Third World than in'the First World. However these findings are 

influenced by Bosnia, so the finding for the Second World is inconclusive. However, it is 

safe to conclude that coverage of the Third World is more conflictual than that of the First 

World. This is likely to negatively influence US viewers' impressions of such countries. 

If the differences are analyzed by region, it becomes apparent that coverage of the Middle 

East in particular is highly conflict-oriented. Coverage of Africa was highly conflict-

oriented, too, but the stories were so low in number that they had to be excluded from the 

statistical analysis. 

This is in accord with critiques about the negative nature of news from Third 

World countries, but these critics also claim that only crisis related news is reported. This 

was not confirmed in the sample, because 22% of all stories had a foreign-centered / non-

crisis frame, and the frequency with which this frame was used was equal for the different 

regions and tiers. The majority of these news were political, so important politics and 

progress was covered in roughly similar proportions (though not in equal amounts) 

around the world. 

We can conclude fix)m this discussion that during the sampling period, news about 

the Third World was more negative and conflictual than news from the First World. 

Stories about the broader civic community and himian mterest, which were relatively 

frequent in the First World, were not reported from the Second or Third World. Viewers 

see a disproportionately higher amount of negative news from the Third World and 

nothing that would inform them about the daily life of citizens of such coimtries to 

counteract the negative news. 
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Therefore it is possible that television perpetuates negative impressions of Third 

World countries, but it is difBcult to conclude what is responsible for this pattern. It is 

possible that simply more negative events happen in the Third World and that television 

covers them wherever they happen. And in fact the media covers political issues as much 

or more in the Third World than anywhere else. Elite- oriented coverage of politics 

happens across the world (although this glosses over the fact that almost nothing was 

reported from Africa and Central Asia), but soft news that draws a picture of coimtry 

beyond violent conflict and the power elite happens everywhere but is not reported from 

the Second or Third World. If news values are such that conflict is newsworthy wherever 

it happens, but soft news is only newsworthy if it comes from relatively "close" 

developed nations, then there is a negative bias against the Third World and Second 

World. 

Hypothesis eight contends that coverage of particular regions tends to deal almost 

exclusively with one particular topic. This was true for the coverage of domestic politics 

in the Middle East, the coverage of war in Eastem Europe and the coverage of disasters in 

Latin America. The association between topics and regions was qiiite strong in the 

sample, reaching values of phi above .4. This can be taken as an indicator that such links 

exist, that coverage in fact is centered aroimd one topic, and thus puts forward 

stereotypical and often negative impressions. To reach stronger conclusions, though, 

research must be longitudinal so that these findings are not based on the occurrence of 

singular events. 

For example, an index search in the Vanderbilt Index for all of 1995 concerning 

the African countries of Zaire, Burundi and Tanzania showed that all of the coverage 

these coimtries received dealt with famines, the spread of viral diseases (Ebola and AIDS) 

and tribal conflict. There were no stories about African people who were not sufTering or 
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dying. Since this was all that was presented, audiences might believe that this a complete 

picture of Africa. It seems worthwhile to analyze how much such coverage forms the 

audience's image of the covered nations, but that remains a task for future research. 

US-centrism 

Hypothesis nine predicted that the majority of international stories would have an 

American angle or American involvement This hypothesis was supported because such 

was the case for 53.5% of all stories. However, only 2% of all stories mentioned the 

consequences for the US when no US actor or source was involved. This suggests that 

US-centrism in coverage is not based on relating international events to the US in terms 

of their consequences, but that the mere involvement of American actors in an event 

makes it newsworthy. 

The coverage of the Bosnian war influenced the findings of US-centrism because 

80.7% of all Bosnia stories had American involvement or an American angle, mostly 

dealing with the sending and arrival of the American troops. It was the American 

involvement in the Bosnian war that tremendously amplified the amoimt of coverage. 

During the sampling period 109 stories about Bosnia were shown, with a total length of 

over three and a half hours. Bosnia's declaration of independence in September 1991 and 

the starting of the war in April of 1992 resulted in only occasional 20 second segments on 

the networks news. In order to compare the levels of coverage over the years, the same 

days used in the present sample were searched in the Vanderbilt Index: In 1992,25 

stories with an overall length of 45 minutes were broadcast, in 1993 there were 19 stories 

with an overall length of just over 30 minutes and in 1994,28 stories with just over an 

hour in length. The levels of coverage in this sample which includes the American 

involvement in the war is more than three times higher than the previous highest levels of 

coverage. 
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As discussed earlier, both the position of a story in a broadcast and its length 

signal importance to the audience. An analysis of variance of the length of stories showed 

that US-involvement in a story is a better predictor of length than is war, and that US-

involvement alone explains about 10% of the variance in length. Stories with the topic 

war and stories with American involvement were longer than other stories, amplifying the 

importance of both. Taking into consideration the implications of the frequency of war 

coverage discussed earlier, the fact that those stories tend to be longer than others gives 

them additional weight. 

Themes were used as an additional and more restrictive indicator of US-centrism. 

25% of all stories had a US-centric theme, most prominently the boys overseas and 

conflicts with US involvement. Compared to findings in other countries this is a 

relatively high percentage of stories that can be classified as own-country-centric (see 

Srebemy-Mohammadi, 1985, for results in other countries). The reasons for and effects 

of this coverage can only be guessed at. A likely reason is that American involvement 

abroad has an inherent news value; another might be the especially powerful role of the 

US on the international stage. 

Whether ethnocentrism is responsible for US-centric coverj^e is not clear, but it is 

likely that ethnocentrism in the audience is promoted by coverage that predominantly 

presents events m which Americans are involved, as if other events did not exist 

Sometimes such tendencies are mirrored in television coverage other than the news. The 

recent television coven^e of the Olympic Games in Atlanta is an example: naturally, it 

focused on the American athletes, but it often went to the extreme of not showing athletes 

from any other country at all and even canceling the reporting of ongoing events when it 

became apparent that American athletes were losing. Such coverage breeds disrespect for 

others and nourishes self-satisfaction. 
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It seems that there is a fine line between providing audience relevance and being 

ethnocentric, and news coverage sometimes crosses that line. However, it should also be 

possible to achieve audience relevance by means other than American involvement In 

addition, no differences in the level of American involvement were foimd among 

socioeconomic tiers. 

American television uses as many American on-camera sources as foreign on-

camera sources. Therefore an American interpretation of an event is as often used as a 

foreign interpretation (presumably foreign citizens are not as often used to explain 

American domestic issues). These findings underscore the fact that coverage and 

interpretation of events is generally US-centric. 

Framing 

The answer to the question about how international stories are framed is not 

surprising: hypothesis twelve was confirmed because 78% of all stories were framed 

episodically. This is an even higher percentage of episodic framing than has been found 

in domestic coverage (Iyengar, 1994). Most likely this is due to the fact that international 

affairs are fairly complex and difGcult to present in a short period of time, especially if a 

low level of backgroimd knowledge has to be assumed. Also international news must be 

more conflictual to be considered newsworthy, and conflicts can easily be covered 

episodically. The fact that many correspondents now tend be "parachuters" who travel 

aroimd the globe to the newest crisis spot makes them unfamiliar with the area from 

which they are reporting and thus less capable of packaging important information into a 

substantive news story. Often dramatic visuals "speak for themselves" and carry the 

story, so that little verbal information is conveyed. 

As previous research has shown, viewers tend to learn relatively little fixjm 

episodic stories. A few examples from international stories can illustrate this: When ABC 



broadcast a story about a terrorist bombing in Paris on October 17, 1995, it was implied 

that an Algerian group was thought to be responsible for the attack. ABC then also 

included an analysis piece about the relations between France and Algeria, the ideology 

of the terrorist group, and the emergence of Algerian terrorism in France. This story gave 

the audience backgroimd knowledge to understand what might have led up to this attack. 

Such coverage was highly untypical. The other networks also covered the bombing and 

allocated approximately the same amoimt of time for the story, but were more concerned 

with showing the victims covered with blood, lying in the street, and the anger and 

sorrow of the bystanders. No information on the imderlying conflict was given by the 

other networks; the bombers were referred to as fanatic Muslims, so viewers learned little 

about the context underlying the event 

Another story by ABC can also be taken as an example of thematic coverage: at 

the UN anniversary festivities on October 23,1995, ABC showed not only ceremonies 

and protesters in front of the UN building, but also e>q)lained briefly the protesters' 

causes. After these problems and other problems of the UN were discussed, some UN 

success stories were reported and it was discussed how the UN could be more effective. 

Such information was not presented by the other networks, which showed the 

ceremonies, speeches and protest without substantive explanation. 

The mention of responsibility is an important indicator for what conclusion 

viewers will draw from the news. Specifically, if no responsibility for the causes and 

treatment of problems are mentioned, then the viewers are likely to regard it as an act of 

god and hold nobody responsible (Iyengar, 1994). Responsibility was only mentioned in 

15% of all stories, >^ch means that television does not help viewers to see international 

problems as someone's responsibility. Viewers therefore will not have enough 

information to see events as caused by someone for some reason with some 
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consequences. Instead the viewer more likely will see what seem to be random acts of 

violence for which no one is responsible (except the Muslim fanatics, of course). 

Experiments would have to show to what extent episodic framing in international 

news inhibits learning and what conclusion viewers draw from the presentation of 

episodes aroimd the world. However, it is clear that such coverage is less than ideal to 

inform viewers about events beyond their countries' borders. 

Evaluative references are rarely made in international news, so such references 

cannot be blamed for any distortion in Americans' conception of the world. Some 

researchers suggest that lack of information about international issues leads to 

isolationism (McNelly & Itzcaray, 1986), but experiments and survey research must be 

conducted in order to find out how episodic framing might influence opinions about 

foreign countries and foreign policy options. 

The major finding concerning the visual images is that their nimiber has 

increased, presumably because technically visuals are transmitted faster and cheaper from 

far-away places. Visuals were almost always congruent with verbal information, and the 

visiials also reflected the major patterns visible in the topics. The number of visuals that 

actually showed war scenes, violence in the streets and sufTering people was relatively 

low. One must consider that some visuals have more impact than others, though; it is 

likely that out of ten visuals from a story, the only one that showed actual violence will 

be the one remembered because it has the largest emotional impact. There is much 

research yet to be done to analyze the impact of television visuals, particularly as they 

relate to opinions abour foreign places and events. 



Differences among the networks 

Differences among the networks in tenns of general coverage were only found in 

terms of mentioning responsibility for events in the story. ABC mentioned responsibility 

in 25% of its stories, CBS and NBC in about 16% of their stories and CNN in only 6%. 

Similar differences were actually found in the networks' framing of stories, but the 

number of thematic stories was too small to perform a valid statistical test. Based on 

these findings along with the general impression from comparing the coverage, ABC 

seems to be the superior network in international news coverage by the criteria set forth 

in this paper. ABC also has the most time allocated for international news. The stories 

broadcast by ABC in general seemed more analytic and substantive. Graber (1996) 

echoes this findings referring to ABC as the "network with the amplest coverage" of 

international events (p.l). 

Other differences among the networks existed in terms of Bosnia coverage, which 

suggests that networks differ in their approach to crisis coverage. ABC used the least 

US-centric coverage of Bosnia and had the highest share of thematic and mixed stories. 

ABC also devoted less time to the coverage of the crisis than the other three networks and 

maintained higher levels of other international coverage during this time. Those 

differences were not vast, though; in fact there was often stunning homogenei^ in which 

international stories the networks covered on any given day. ABC tended to have more, 

and more analytic, coverage. It would be interesting to see whether these differences are 

due to a higher number of correspondents, a higher international news budget, or just a 

higher internal priority for international events. 

The differences that were found between the three traditional networks (ABC, 

CBS, NBC) and CNN are more apparent and also have apparent reasons. CNN uses 

more visuals and less anchor reports, and the stories are more episodic and shorter in 
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general. In a few events CNN was the only network able to provide visuals for a story, 

such as in reporting about a hurricane in Mexico. The differences are easy to understand 

when one considers the development of CNN: The main interest was the visuals and fast 

on-site reporting, including live reports of breaking news. In live coverage there is little 

time for analysis much less for background information. Again, those differences are not 

huge and become only statistically apparent if the three traditional networks are combined 

into one category. All ui all CNN's "Prime News" is very similar to the network news, 

with a plus in terms of visual information and a minus in terms of backgroimd and 

analysis. 

Conclusion 

This study has established a current baseline for the content and amoimt of 

international news using refined measurement, which considered both the number of 

stories and their length in assessing the relative importance of stories. The major 

characteristics of international news on American network television are as follows: (1) 

The stories most likely deal with war or conflictual topics, regardless of where the news 

is reported firom. (2) Elite politics is also covered quite extensively, both on the national 

and international level, (3) Substantial differences exist between coverage of regions and 

between tiers, most notably that almost no stories on daily life or soft news are shown 

fi-om the Second or Third World. Consequently coverage of such countries can be 

interpreted as narrower and potentially more negative than coverage of First World 

countries. (4) International stories are rich in visiials. The most commonly used visuals in 

international news were troops and talking heads, thus underscoring the findings on the 

most common topics, and most likely strengthening the effects of these topics. 

These findings can be neatly tied in with previous research on television news and 

its effects. One of the explicit goals of this research was to test claims that reporting about 
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the Third World is "unfair," namely that these countries are rarely covered and if they are 

covered this coverage is negative. Such claims were made in the UNESCO and in the 

MacBride report In their generality, these claims must be rejected for America's network 

coverage in 1995. The relatively high amount of political coverage in the Third World in 

combination with the fact that many smaller First World countries also received virtually 

no coverage weakens the argument for such a sweeping critique. 

Country-specific characteristics are influential in determining the amoimt of 

coverage. However, the lack of soft news from the Third and Second World in fact 

constitutes a more negative depiction of these countries when compared to the First 

World. As a region with especially low coverage, Afiica literally is a forgotten continent. 

It might be worthwhile to concentrate solely on coverage of Afiica in a future study in 

order to see whether the above claims hold or if coverage of Afiica is specifically 

negative and stereotypical 

The second way this study relates to the existing literature is not international in 

nature, but deals instead with television research, especially with framing and media 

effects. This study has used Iyengar's (1994) concept of framing and applied it in an 

international context The concept is readily applicable for international news, which 

provides additional evidence for the validity of the theoretical concept Based on what we 

know about media effects from Iyengar's experimental research, the high prevalence of 

episodic firaming is likely to strongly influence citizens' opinions and knowledge. This 

study has set the stepping stone for fiituie experimental research based on these findings, 

which is unfortunately beyond the scope of this project 

The third body of literature this research relates to is Doris Graber's 

comprehensive research on television and how viewers deal with the information 

presented to them on the news. Much of this research deals with the implication the 



inteinational news content has for the viewer, especially how it relates to learning, and 

what images audiences might take away from international news. Graber (1993) has 

stressed the influence of visual information on television, and the present study is a 

pioneering effort in analyzing them in international news. 

During the work on this project a variety of questions emerged that have had to go 

unanswered due to the necessarily limited scope and resources. However, from these 

questions, four directions have emerged that would be worthwhile in pursuing research 

on this topic. (1) Aiter having established a baseline of coverage that shows certain 

patterns such as the dominance of war and conflict, the focus in American involvement 

and differences between CNN and the other networks, production research could be 

conducted to investigate the validity of speculations made here. Especially elite 

interviews with foreign correspondents and foreign desk editors could yield important 

information on news values. Information on the number and education of correspondents, 

the budget size and technological equipment would supplement the production research. 

(2) Comparative studies can be conducted in other countries in order to establish whether 

the patterns found in the US hold for other coimtries. Especially questions about whether 

US international coverage is particularly ethnocentric and conflict-minded could be 

addressed. (3) It would also be interesting to analyze only one issue or country in great 

depth with fine-tuned instnmients, such as an issue or country that generated saturation 

coverage like the Bosnian war. Such research would provide insights about the 

characteristics of crisis coverage. (4) Of course, the effects of the television content under 

scrutiny in this study are worth iQvestigating, particularly as regards what people leam 

from international news, how they form attitudes about foreign countries based on 

television coverage, and how they develop opinions towards foreign policy options. 
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International television news coverage on the US networks does not live up to the 

standards of the UNESCO, but if it did people might stop watching because they are not 

especially interested in international issues. How can a balance between audience interest 

and the legitimate goals of the UNESCO (to see broadcasting as an instrument that can 

further peace and understanding between peoples) be achieved? This analysis has 

suggested incorporating more reporting fix)m foreign countries which informs the 

American audience about the lives people in other countries are leading. A mixed format 

that combines substantive information with some degree of personalization seems to be 

best to maintain audience interest and induce learning. These ideas are not the pipe dream 

of a hopeless idealist; New York Times foreign editor Bernard Gwertzman (1993, p.38) 

seems to share them as well. In a memo to the newspaper's foreign correspondents 

Gwertzman set out his ideas about foreign coverage: 

Imagine you are being asked to write a letter home every week to describe a 
different aspect of life in the area you are assigned. We want to know what the 
aspirations of the people are, what kinds of lives they lead, what kinds of schools 
they attend and what &ey learn in school, what the role of religion is in their lives, 
how they socialize in the broadest terms, how men and women interact.... How 
do they act in the workplace? Are unions important? What medical care is 
available? How is a society ravaged by such illnesses as AIDS coping? How are 
orphans handled? What is the role of the military?... 
Every correspondent must make a very major effort to become literate in 
economic affairs, to be able to write about macroeconomic trends such as 
monetary policies, as well as on micro stories... 

Such reporting is challenging and requires a great deal of knowledge about the 

coimtry to be covered; journalists must be highly educated and versed in the local 

language to meet that challenge. An increase in cooperation between networks from 

different countries could also help to boost quality and lower the costs of producing 

international stories. 



An excellent example of such cooperation is CNN's World Report. Foreign 

countries contribute stories for free on a regular basis to World Report for obtaining the 

right to broadcast World Report free of charge. Although World Report definitely does 

not address a mass audience, it provides valiiable and much-needed information to the 

elite. CNN's hour-long newscast "World View" also deserves mention since has a 

relatively traditional format and focuses mostly on the events of the day, but truly has an 

international focus in its coverage. These additions to the newscape are valuable and 

increase the offerings of international information on television, yet they will most 

probably only reach an elite. The need remains to improve international coverage on the 

major network news if Americans are to become more enlightened about the ways in 

which the world around them works. 
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APPENDIX A 
Coding Scheme: International News 

ID Number Coder 

Date _Length 

Network 
1= ABC 
2=CBS 
3=CNN 
4=NBC 

Lead Story? 
l=yes; 0=no 

Region 1. 2. 
l=Westem Europe 
2=Eastem Europe 
3=Middle East 
4=Africa 
5= Latin America 
6= Pacific Asia 
7=Centrai Asia 
8= International Organizations 

Country 1. 2. 3. 
(see attached) 

Bosnia? l=yes, 0=no 

Topic 1. 2. 
(1) International politics; 
(2) (other country) domestic politics; 
(3) war, civil war, violent ethnic conflict, 

violent civil unrest, coup d'etat; 
(4) military, defense, nuclear weapons; 
(5) terrorism; 
(6) economic matters, trade; 
(7) crime/drugs; 
(8) disasters; 
(9) social services, welfare, education; 
(10) science, ecology, technology; 
(11) culture, entertainment, personalities, 

human interest; 
(12) sports; 
(13) religion; 
(14) other (specify) 

US involvement? 
as actor — l=yes; 0=no 
as source ~ l=yes; 0=no 
consequences for US mentioned -

l=yes;0=no 

Use of on-camera sources 
Foreigners, elite — l=yes; 0=no 
Foreigners, man on street -

l=yes; 0=no 
US source, elite — l=yes; 0=no 
US source, man on street -

l=yes; 0=no 
Reporter as ONLY source -

l=yes; 0=no 
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Framing 
(1) Episodic 
(2) Thematic 
(3) Mixed 

Mention of responsibility 
Causal responsibility 
Treatment responsibility 
(l=yes; 0=no; specify all that apply) 

Theme 
(1) "Act of God" frame, 
(2) "US against the totalitarian 

menace" frame, 
(3) "US-other coimtry conflict" frame, 
(4) "Violent non-Western world 
conflict" 

frame, 
(5) "Other conflict" frame, 
(6) "US as Good Samaritan" frame, 
(7) "US and their friends" frame, 
(8) "World faces a problem" frame, 
(9) "Important politics in other 
coimtries" 

frame, 
(10) "Progress in other countries" frame, 
(11) "Mess in other countries" frame, 
(12) "Strange and beautiful foreign 

world" frame, 
(13) "Other" frame (specify) 

Type of Story 
(1) Anchor only 
(2) Anchor and graphic 
(3) Anchor and video 
(4) Anchor, video and graphic 
(5) Video only 

Visual/verbal congruence? 
(1) Yes 
(2) No 

VisualCs) 1. 2. 3. A. S. _ 
6. 7. 8. 9. 10._ 

(Note the first ten) 
(1) the statesmen meeting, arrival 

ceremony, red carpet, 
formal, festive environment, 
flags, speeches, 

(2) talking heads ~ American, 
(3) talking heads ~ foreign, 
(4) war scenes, fighting, 
(5) aimed forces not fighting -

American, 
(6) armed forces, not fighting -

non-American, 
(7) violence on the streets, 
(8) mass protest on the streets, 
(9) street scenes, daily life, 
(10) suffering people, many, 
(11) suffering people, few, 
(12) Americans helping people, 
(13) Non-Americans helping people, 
(14) people working, 
(15) exotic people and/or places, 
(16) people in religious activities, 
(17) person as hero, 
(18) person as villain, 
(19) crowds, audiences, 
(20) destruction 
(21) other, (specify) 

Bias 
(1) Positive 
(2) Negative 
(3) Mixed 
(4) Neutral 



APPENDIX B 

Mention of foreign countries in television news in 1995 

Note: The Vanderbilt Index does not count beyond 200 stories per search tenn. 

Bosnia +200 
Israel +200 
Japan +200 
Russia +200 
UN +200 
NATO +200 
China 187 
France 186 
Mexico 172 
Great Britain 147 
Germany 146 
Iraq 139 
Croatia 108 
Vietnam 100 
Canada 87 
Jordan 80 
Ireland 71 
Italy 71 
Colombia 67 
Cuba 66 
Haiti 60 
South Korea 59 
Iran 49 
South Africa 48 
Syria 45 
Serbia 42 
Egypt 41 
Somalia 39 
Zaire 39 
Philippines 38 
North Korea 36 
Pakistan 35 
India 33 
Kuwait 27 
Netherlands 27 

Singapore 27 
Poland 25 
Belgiimi 24 
Lebanon 24 
Taiwan 24 
Turkey 23 
Saudi Arabia 21 
Rwanda 19 
Denmark 18 
Spain 18 
Vatican 18 
Algeria 17 
Guatemala 16 
Burundi 14 
New Zealand 14 
Nigeria 14 
Greece 13 
Hong Kong 12 
Libya 13 
Argentina 11 
Aiistralia 11 
Panama 12 
Sri Lanka 12 
Brazil 10 
Thailand 10 
Ukraine 10 
Cambodia 9 
Nicaragua 9 
Nepal 9 
Puerto Rico 9 
Czech Republic 8 
Peru 8 
Belarus 7 
Bxirma 7 
Himgaiy 7 



Kazakhstan 7 
Afghanistan 6 
Kenya 6 
Switzerland 6 
Ecuador S 
Ethiopia 5 
Malta 5 
Tanzania 5 
Bolivia 4 
Costa Rica 4 
Georgia 4 
Ghana 4 
Mongolia 4 
Sweden 4 
Uganda 4 
Uzbekistan 4 
Mozambique 3 
Papua New Guinea 3 
Bangladesh 2 
Barbados 2 
Chile 2 
Cyprus 2 
Guinea 2 
Indonesia 2 
Liberia 2 
Malaysia 2 
MaU2 
Norway 2 
Paraguay 2 
Sudan 2 
Botswana 1 
Bulgaria 1 
Cameroon 1 
Dominican Republic 1 
Estonia 1 
Finland 1 
Iceland 1 
Ivory Coast 1 
Jamaica 1 
Laos 1 
Latvia 1 
Lithuania 1 

Luxembourg 1 
Madagascar 1 
Morocco 1 
Romania 1 
Venezuela 1 
Zimbabwe 1 
Albania 0 
Angola 0 
Benin 0 
Central African Republic 0 
Chad 0 
Congo 0 
El Salvador 0 
Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 0 
Gabon 0 
Gambia 0 
Guyana 0 
KyrgystanO 
Lesotho 0 
Malawi 0 
Maldives 0 
Mauritania 0 
Mauritiiis 0 
Moldova 0 
Montenegro 0 
Niger 0 
North Yemen 0 
Portugal 0 
Senegal 0 
Sierra Leone 0 
Slovakia 0 
Slovenia 0 
South Yemen 0 
Togo 0 
Trinidad and Tobago 0 
Tunisia 0 
Upper Volta 0 
Uruguay 0 
Zambia 0 
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APPENDIX C 

Classification of countries in sample by political-economic development. 

This categorization is based on UN classification. 

First World: 

Australia, Canada, France, Greece, Ireland, Japan, United Kingdom, Vatican. 

Second World: 

Bosnia, Croatia, Poland, Russia. 

Third World: 

Algeria, Argentina, Colombia, Cuba, Egypt, Haiti, Iraq, Israel, Malaysia, Mexico, 

Nigeria, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South 

Korea, Syria, Thailand, Vietnam. 
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