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ABSTRACT 
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Colonia Solana neighborhood in Tucson, Arizona was 

designed in 1928 by landscape architect Stephen Child. 

The use of native plants and topography as the basis for 

the site plan was unusual in 1928, and also has 

applicability today as the basis for an ecologically 

sound, self-sustaining landscape. Factors influencing 

Tucson's early development were examined as the background 

of this subdivision. 

Thus Colonia Solana neighborhood, the last work known 

to have been designed by Child prior to his death in 1936, 

became the starting point for inqueries into the life and 

other works of the landscape architect. 

It was discovered that Stephen Child (1866-1936) was 

not only a landscape architect, and one of the early 

advocates for the use of native plants; he was also a 

charter member of the American City Planning Institute in 

1917. His works in Boston, Santa Barbara, San Francisco, 

and Tucson were documented. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

On a cool spring morning in 1990, the tangled 

undergrowth of urban forest gradually awakens to the 

intermittent twitterings of bird calls. As the sun 

emerges from behind lavender-hued mountains, the bird 

sounds increase, rising gradually to a chattering 

crescendo just before noon. 

Can this half-mile stretch of urban arroyo really be 

in the center of a city of over 400,000 population? Was 

it just a fortuitous accident which led traditional 

gridiron development to bypass this area, as Tucson's 

urban sprawl gradually developed around it? 

Quite the contrary, as research would later prove. 

Colonia Solana neighborhood was designed in 1927 by 

landscape architect Stephen Child. The use of native 

plants and the existing topography as the foundation for 

the design are the two primary features which distinguish 

Colonia Solana from other residential subdivisions, not 

only in Tucson, but across the country as well. These are 

the features which distinguished Colonia Solana from other 

developments in 1928, and have contributed to its survival 

as an ecologically-sound, self-sustaining landscape in 

1990. 
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Realizing that Stephen Child had intended this 

subdivision to become "a little piece of the desert" led 

to other questions about him. Who was San Francisco 

landscape architect Stephen Child? What other works had 

he done? Did other designs by Child also incorporate the 

use of native plants? 

Searching for the answers to these questions has led 

to the conclusion that Stephen Child was a visionary 

landscape architect and city planner. As a city planner. 

Child was able to see a broader picture than many during 

his time, yet he did not overlook the details required to 

achieve the goal. As an unrecognized pioneer in the use 

of native plants, his designs consequently have the 

capacity to become self-sustaining landscapes. As a 

self-proclaimed disciple of Frederick Law Olmsted, Child 

relied, heavily on the use of topography as a guide to 

design. His particular talent lay in his ability to 

combine the particular topography and native plants, in 

order to discern the genius loci of the site, and 

subsequently to enhance it. 

Unfortunately, Child has been largely ignored, due to 

the scarcity of his work. Stephen Child left few 

footprints, yet his designs and philosohpy can serve as a 

model of ecological validity for those who come after him. 

The objective of this thesis is to document the life and 
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work of landscape architect Stephen Child. 

In order to better understand the place of Colonia 

Solana neighborhood within Tucson's history, it is 

necessary to first understand the influences on the early 

growth and development of Tucson. 

EARLY TUCSON 

Three major factors contributed to the urbanization of 

Tucson between 1880 and 1930: the railroad, tuberculosis, 

and tourism. Agriculture and mining also contributed to 

the population growth in southern Arizona, but primarily 

in the rural areas surrounding Tucson (Bufkin, 1981). 

THE RAILROAD 

With the coming of the Southern Pacific in 1880, and 

its population at 7,007,{Historical Commission, 1979), 

Tucson was at last connected to the west coast by rail, 

the premier mode of travel in that era. This "watershed 

in Tucson's history..." changed the landscape of the city. 

No longer were "flat facades flush with the street" the 

norm for residential areas. Houses were set back, 

separated from the street by green lawns, and began to be 

constructed of bricks and wood, now available at 
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reasonable prices on the new railroad. Armory Park, a new 

neighborhood, grew up south of the tracks in the next two 

decades--a direct result of the Southern Pacific (Bret 

Harte, 1981) . 

By 1894 the Southern Pacific Railroad had inaugurated 

the Sunset Limited, which courted the affluentwinter 

tourist. Operating between New Orleans and San Francisco 

from November through April, it passed directly through 

Tucson (Myrick, 1975). Another promotional tool used by 

the Southern Pacific to encourage Western travel was the 

initiation of Sunset Magazine in 1898 (Myrick, 1975). 

Articles about the West were the focus, including several 

about famous author Harold Bell Wright, who had moved to 

Tucson to recover from tuberculosis (Myrick, 1975; Tagg, 

1986). Tucson newpaperwoman Bernice Cosulich was the 

author of several of these articles. 

Between 1910 and 1912, when the population had 

expanded to 13,125 and covered ten square miles 

(Historical Commission, 1979), two other railroad lines 

were added to Tucson which had later, indirect connections 

to changes in the local landscape. In 1910 the Southern 

Pacific added a line between Tucson and Nogales, thus 

putting "...Tucson at the head of an international 

railroad" (Bret Harte, 1980). However, the Mexican 

revolution broke out just months after this line was 
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completed, which essentially negated the role of Tucson on 

international commerce. Epes Randolph, a vice president 

of the Southern Pacific who had come to Tucson for his 

health, "was primarily responsible for building the rail 

line from Tucson to Nogales, thus giving the Southern 

Pacific a monopoly on the southwestern Territory" (Bret 

Harte, 1980). 

In 1912 another rail line was added to Tucson. Walter 

Douglas, president of Phelps-Dodge Corporation in Bisbee, 

was lured into running his El Paso and Southwestern line 

to Tucson. It was the responsibility of the railroad to 

build the local station, as well as to lay the track. As 

Bret Harte notes, "Built in 1912, El Paso and Southwestern 

Railroad depot was one o£ the most handsome of Tucson's 

public buildings. It stood behind a charming little park 

full of rare trees and shrubs (1980, p. 99). This small 

park was designed by Santa Barbara landscape architect 

Camlllo Franceschi, who was brought to Arizona by Mr. and 

Mrs. Walter Douglas (Myrick, 1975). 

The Douglas family was one of the many wealthy 

families from all over the country that either wintered 

(if they were from the East), or summered (if they were 

from the Southwest) in fashionable Santa Barbara during 

the early twentieth century (Santa Barbara Morning Press, 

May 8, 1908 and Sonnichsen, 1982). David Myrick comments 
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that, "Mr. and Mrs. Walter Douglas, especially interested 

in creating an attractive garden, employed the services of 

Cammillo Fenzi (who later changed his name to Franceschi), 

a Santa Barbara landscape architect who spent the better 

part of six months in Tucson and Douglas (where he had a 

similar assignment)" (1975, p. 237). This established not 

only a physical connection between the two cities, but a 

cultural link as well. In designing the park adjacent to 

the El Paso and Southwestern Railroad station, ' Franceschi 

became the first landscape architect known to have 

contributed to Tucson's cultural landscape. 

A later cultural connection between Tucson, Santa 

Barbara, and Bisbee occurred in 1924 when two young 

journalists took over the Daily Star. Editor Ralph 

Ellinwood was the son of E. E. Ellinwood, a prosperous 

and prominent Phelps Dodge attorney. The other partner, 

William R. Matthews, had been recruited from his position 

as business manager of the Santa Barbara Morning Press. 

New York-born Clare Ellinwood, described by Sonnichsen as 

"Intelligent and competent", took over as copublisher, 

after her husband's untimely death in 1930 (Sonnichsen, 

1982) . 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Although the coming of the railroad had been greeted 

with much revelry, some of its passengers were not as 

warmly received. Victims of tuberculosis, often referred 

to locally as "lungers", came to Tucson for the benefits 

of the mild, dry climate (Bret Harte, 1980). Tucson was a 

winter haven for consumptives as early as 1880; however, 

"the availability of quick, cheap transportation on the 

railroad, of course, brought the influx" (Kimmelman, 

1987). By 1920 Tucson's tubercular population had reached 

almost 7000, nearly a third the population of the whole 

city (Bret Harte, 1980). 

Segregated from the rest of the city both because of 

the nature of their illness, and because most were also 

poverty-stricken, many of the tuberculosis victims lived 

in Tentville, a primitive community north of the 

University of Arizona. After World War I, the federal 

government became involved in the fight against 

tuberculosis. This led eventually to the building of the 

Veterans Administration Hospital in 1928 (Bret Harte, 

1980) and the founding of the private Desert Sanatorium 

(now Tucson Medical Center) by Dr. B. L. Wyatt, in 1926 

(Bret Harte, 1980) . 

Not all tuberculosis victims were destitute, however. 

Nationally known novelist Harold Bell Wright made Tucson 



his home from 1915 to 1936, in order to regain his health. 

Biographer Lawrence Tagg (1986) paints a picture of Wright 

as "a gentle, simple man with a great understanding of the 

public taste in fiction". Although his popularity and 

fame have not survived, he was, during the Twenties, 

considered "a minister in print" to the millions who 

bought his books, often through the Sears Roebuck catalog 

(Tagg, 1986). 

Because Wright preferred the simple life of his Tucson 

estate, reporters who wanted to interview him had to trek 

to Tucson to do so. They often marvelled not only at the 

simplicity of his lifestyle, but at his rustic 

surroundings as well (Meehan, 1925). By 1931, an 

interview in the Boston Evening Transcript commented that 

"He lives out on the desert east of Tucson in southern 

Arizona, where a great many perfectly good Bostonians who 

will go to Paris when they die are putting in a few 

winters before departing for the banks of the Seine...It 

is a remarkable corner of the United States... that is 

surpassed only by Southern California" (Arnold, 1931). 

Once cured, Harold Bell Wright devoted much of his 

energy to helping less fortunate tubercular victims. 

Among his efforts was the dramatization of his immensely 

popular novel, The Shepherd of the Hills, which he 

personally directed. Salt of the Earth, a play with a 
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Tucson setting, went on tour in the East in 1921. The 

publication of his article, "Why I did not die,'1 an 

account of recovery from tuberculosis, in American 

Magazine £19 24), also attracted national attention to 

Tucson (Bret Harte, 1980). 

Wright also volunteered his time as a board member of 

the newly formed Desert Sanatorium (1926). Landscaping 

for the Sanatorium had been started by F. J. Crider, a 

former professor in the College of Agriculture and 

director of the Boyce Thompson Southwestern Arboretum. 

When Crider became ill, the landscape was finished by 

Wright and Rutger Porter, a young man who later became a 

nurseryman in Tucson. Porter was also the nephew of 

Wright's New York publisher, Rutger Bleeker Porter. 

Wright is credited with "planning and directing the 

landscaping" in 1928: "The end result was one of the most 

beautiful and complete cactus gardens in the world. 

People came to the San just to view the gardens" (Grubb, 

1984). In Portrait of Progress: A Story of Tucson Medical 

Center there are three photographs of saguaro cacti being 

moved from Wright's property to the grounds of the 

Sanatorium, using the modified truck Wright had invented 

for this purpose (Grubb, 1984, p. 24). 

Another article with national distribution called 

attention to Harold Bell Wright and Tucson. Published, in 
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Better Homes and Gardens (November, 1927), "Harold Bell 

Wright in his garden", described his quarter-section 

estate east of the city (now at Speedway and Wilmot). 

Landscaped almost entirely with native plants, (except the 

courtyard area) the author refers to it tongue-in-cheek 

as "the lazy man's garden" (Drachman, 1927). She 

describes, even romanticizes, many indigenous plants, and 

Wright's methods of caring for them. What Eastern 

resident, facing the prospect of another cold, gloomy 

winter, could have resisted the lure to the sunny 

Southwest which author Rosemary Drachman presented? 

"Truly, it looks like a lazy man's garden. The dozen 

or so giant cacti...which lead the eye so inevitably 

across the valley to the mountains, the tall lovely fluted 

column of the sahuaro by the gate, the clumps of prickly 

pears, ocotillos and yuccas underneath the windows... are 

all placed with such artistic carelessness that it seems 

as if, like Topsy, they 'just growed'...as for the wild 

flowers, one can scarcely put one's foot down without 

crushing a blossom." (Drachman, 1927, p. 13) 

TOURISM 

By 1920, with a population of nearly 20,000, Tucson 

was facing economic stagnation. With the decline in 

mining and agriculture in the post-World War I recession, 

the Southern Pacific Railroad had become the city's 
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largest employer, but had no plans for expansion. "Two of 

the city's few obvious assets in 1920..." were 

"...Tucson's location on an important transcontinental 

rail line and its splendid winter climate...(Kimmelman, 

1987). Seeking ways to detain those passing through, as 

well as to lure new visitors to Tucson, became the focus 

of an intensive advertising effort, patterned after that 

used by several southern California communities 1. 

As early as 1913, the Chamber of Commerce had 

occasionally advertised in Sunset Magazine. In 1923 the 

Tucson Sunshine Climate Club was formed, with its "only 

goal to publicize the city as a winter vacation spot" 

(Kimmelman, 1987). Ads targeted national magazines such 

as Outlook, National Geographic, the Ladies Home Journal, 

and the Journal of the American Medical Association, as 

well as large metropolitan newspapers in St. Louis, 

Detroit, and Boston. The focus was to change Tucson's 

image from a town of sick and recovering tubercular 

patients to that of a healthy environment for active 

people. 

The success of the tourist campaign (nearly 1000 

visitors in its first season) generated two new demands, 

housing and entertainment. In 1925, there were fewer than 

500 hotel beds in Tucson; by 1930, this number had 

increased to almost 1800 beds. The Santa Rita (completed 
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in 1904) remained the premier downtown hotel, and was 

joined by the Coronado, Catalina, El Presidio, Pioneer, 

and Geronimo Hotels, all built in the 1920's (Kimmelman, 

personal communication, September 30, 1990). 

With all the tourists arriving for the winter months, 

a focus of activity was needed. Building on Tucson's 

"western" image, the first La Fiesta de los Vaqueros was 

staged in February, 1925. Under the leadership of the 

newly-formed Arizona Polo Association, the rodeo was the 

culmination of only ten months of incredible work and 

co-operation among numerous civic organizations 2. It was 

so successful in attracting visitors that the "... Citizen 

issued a quarter-page ad calling for 'volunteers' to 

provide rooms for tourists" just days before the rodeo 

festivities began (Kimmelman, 1987). The success of the 

first rodeo accentuated the need for more housing, and 

housing of a different kind. . 

THE EL CONQUISTADOR HOTEL 

Within three months after the first rodeo, the 

Chamber of Commerce Hotel Committee had been charged with 

building a first-class resort hotel. Fundraising began 

immediately, under the direction of committee chairman 

Levi Manning, and by July, 1925, Tucson architect Henry 0. 

Jaasted had been hired "...to design a building of brick 
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and concrete in the Spanish Mission style, and to 

landscape the grounds with native Arizona vegetation" 

(Kimmelman, 1987). 

More than three years later, construction of the grand 

hotel was completed by local land developer John Murphey. 

Finally opening in November, 1928, after numerous 

financial problems, the El Conquistador Hotel was 

"...sumptuous and elegant...attracting the wealthy and the 

famous" (Bret Harte, 1980). In spite of its elegance 

however, the grand hotel was never a financial success. 

Open only during the winter season, and with just 70 guest 

rooms, it was bankrupt by 1935. After several 

intermediate reorganizations, also unsuccessful, the hotel 

finally "...fell to 'progress* in the guise of a wrecker's 

ball..." in 1969 (Bret Harte, 1980). El Con shopping 

center, anchored by Levy's department store, replaced the 

40 year Tucson landmark. 

As the 1920's drew to a close, Tucson's economic 

atmosphere had changed from bleak to booming. With the 

help of the railroad, and with the dedicated drive of many 

local boosters, Tucson's economy had expanded at a faster 

rate than it ever had before. Based largely on tourism 

and health-related issues, Tucson had literally 

"capitalized on its climate". This period of great 

optimism and economic expansion was marked by the building 
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of at least half a dozen downtown hotels; the kickoff of 

Tucson's rodeo (1925); the construction of the first arts 

center, the Temple of Music and Art (1928); the dedication 

of Randolph Park to the city (1925); and the building of 

several hospitals (1926, 1928). The period was so 

prosperous that Sonnichsen (1982) has labeled it "The 

Gold-plated Decade". 

In many ways the opening of the El Conquistador Hotel 

was the culmination of the dreams, cooperation and hard 

work of this gold-plated decade. It was a physical 

representation of Tourism, which would become the mainstay 

of Tucson's economy for the next several decades. 

Emanating an elegance that was Tucson's ideal, the hotel 

also opened the eastern frontier of Tucson to new 

development. 

During the three year construction period of the 

hotel, Tucson's dream had spawned other dreams of 

development. The site chosen for the El Conquistador, 

"120 acres a little east of Country Club Road and a little 

north of Broadway, in what then was open desert" (Bret 

Harte, 1980), had focused the attention of local land 

speculators on the eastern outskirts of Tucson. Two new 

subdivisions were being platted in close proximity to the 

hotel during the constructon of the El Conquistador 

(Figure 1). 
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DEVELOPMENT 

Colonia Solana (recorded in April, 1928) and El 

Encanto Estates (recorded in 1929) neighborhoods can in 

several ways be considered "twins". Not only were they 

being conceived during the same period in Tucson's 

history, but they also targeted a similar client, the 

well-to-do homeowner, people of "means". In order to 

assure prospective buyers that their investment and 

residence would be secure, both neighborhoods were among 

the first in Tucson to have recorded deed restrictions. 

The first area in Tucson to have deed restrictions was 

University Manor, east of the University of Arizona 

(Barrow, 1986), now considered part of the Sam Hughes 

neighborhood. Lot size was also similar in the two new 

developments: both featured large residential lots, 

architectural review, and park areas. 

The site plans of both subdivisions also differed 

significantly from the established gridiron layout of 

other Tucson residential areas. The plan of El Encanto 

(Figure 2) was "prepared by the Engineering Service 

Corporation of Los Angeles, California. It is the only 

known historic subdivision plan in Arizona modeled after 

Baroque land use patterns... characterized by the 

interpenetration of oval spaces, curved surfaces and 

conspicuous use of decoration" (El Encanto 7:6). 
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The plant materials in El Encanto accentuated the 

formality of the site plan. The central circle contains a 

collection of 157 saguaro cacti and other native plants. 

The layout of the concentric streets was reinforced by 

lining them with two different kinds of palm trees, 

reflecting a California influence. Mexican fan palms 

ringed the circular park in the center of the 

neighborhood, and date palms lined the remaining 

concentric oval streets (El Encanto 7:7). 

In definite contrast to the formal, geometric site 

plan of El Encanto Estates was Colonia Solana neighborhood 

(Figure 3), developed in 1928, a year earlier than El 

Encanto. Located just east across Country Club Boulevard 

from the (then) Tucson Golf and Country Club, and north of 

what was already city-owned Randolph Park, Colonia Solana 

was less than a half mile southwest of the site for the 

new El Conquistador Hotel, and directly south of what, a 

year later, would become El Encanto Estates (Figure 1). 

It is more than coincidental that both of these 

upscale subdivisions opened within a year of each other, 

and both less than half a mile from the two prestigious 

institutions, the Tucson Golf and Country Club and El 

Conquistador Hotel. The remainder of this paper will 

focus on the unique subdivision, Colonia Solana, and its 

designer, landscape architect Stephen Child. 
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NOTES TO CHAPTER I 

1. In "Luring the Tourist to Tucson" (p. 138), Alex 

Kimmelman notes that the Tucson Sunshine Climate Club 

commissioned the H. K. McCann Agency of Los Angeles to 

direct its advertising campaign, patterned after that used 

for San Diego. The author observed the same pattern being 

used in the Santa Barbara area, 1908-1913, as reported in 

the Santa Barbara Morning Press. 

2. In "Luring the Tourist to Tucson" (p. 153), Kimmelman 

notes the major organizers of the Tucson Rodeo. Among 

them was Ed Vander Vries, representing the Kiwanis Club. 

By 1928, Vander Vries appears to have been one of the 

primary forces behind the development of Colonia Solana 

neighborhood . 
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CHAPTER II 
COLONIA SOLANA 

Tucson Citizen, March 16, 1928: 
"STEPHEN CHILD WILL SPEAK AT REALTY DINNER; New 
Subdivision Will Be Revealed During Feast Tonight" 

Arizona Daily Star, March 17, 1928: "'Colonia Solana' 
Announced With Dinner Dance at Club; 125 Guests of Tucson 
Realty Told of Opening of Exclusive Residential 
Distr ict.-." 

Arizona Daily Star, February 20, 1937: 
"COLONIA SOLANA IS SUBDIVISION OF FINE HOMES; Winding 
Streets, Lots of More Than Acre Each Among Attractions" 

Tucson Citizen, November 2, 1978: "Residents Fighting 
to Save a 'Little Island' on Broadway" 

Arizona Republic, July 6, 1986: "Tucson Arroyo Plays 
Counterpart to Walden Pond" 

The above headlines, taken from Tucson newspapers over 

a period of fifty years, are a testament to the lasting 

value of Colonia Solana as a residential area in Tucson. 

Like its "twin" to the north, El Encanto, Colonia Solana 

has retained its prestige and property value. Unlike El 

Encanto, whose formal site plan was superimposed on the 

land, and could therefore have been platted nearly 

anywhere, Colonia Solana was designed in a very 

site-specific way. Responding to both the natural 

topography and to native vegetation were the essence of 

its original design intent. 

Some discrepancies exist regarding the question of who 
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were the original developers of Colonia Solana, which 

raise questions about whose ideas were actually 

implemented in the design of the neighborhood. Although 

Harry Bryant appears to be commonly accepted as the owner 

or developer of Colonia Solana (Comey, 1988), 

recently-discovered evidence also points to the 

involvement of Edward Van der Vries. These questions are 

further complicated by trying to determine whether Harry 

Bryant, president of Country Club Realty, was the 

original developer, or whether Ed Van der Vries, the 

president of Tucson Realty, helped Bryant to form a 

subsidiary organization for the purpose of marketing 

Colonia Solana lots. This is the theory supported by Bill 

Barrow, formerly with Tucson Realty and Trust, and author 

of several articles on historic Tucson subdivisions (W. 

C. Barrow, 1986). These points are discussed more fully 

in the Appendix. 

Fortunately for historians, the designer, landscape 

architect Stephen Child, outlined his design 

considerations in a 1928 article for Landscape 

Architecture. In examining Colonia Solana in 1990, it is 

important to review the designer's original intent, to see 

how well his design has stood the test of time. It will 

be demonstrated later in this paper that not only has 

Stephen Child's original intent been preserved to a 
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remarkable degree, but also that the man himself, because 

of his training in landscape architecture, demonstrated a 

unique sensitivity to the natural conditions which he used 

as the basis for the design. 

COLONIA SOLANA: ORIGINAL INTENT 

Of course if you have a dead flat piece of ground and 
there is nothing existing or predictable to make 
roads go one way or another, then the cheapest scheme 
to plot and lay out and describe and construct and 
sell is a 'gridiron' of straight roads, and 
rectangular lots, though this is not saying that its 
appearance will be interesting (Child, 1928). 

He does this in his characteristically polite, almost 

Victorian, manner, as a way to set the stage for 

topography as one of the central considerations in this 

project. 

Site Analysis 

As Child notes, "acres and acres of...desert had been 

'gridironed* to make Tucson", in response to the "dead 

flat piece of ground" that formed the Tucson valley. 

Although he acknowledges that this may be the "cheapest 

scheme" to follow, he does not conclude that "its 

appearance will be interesting." In this project, his 

clients wanted something interesting, and Child was 

therefore called upon. 
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He then proceeds to describe the regional setting of 

Tucson, "the City o£ the 'Sunshine Climate', now becoming 

so well known as a health and pleasure resort". 

Characterizing Tucson as an "oasis", Child notes in some 

detail the "high mountains, incomparably beautiful, 

especially at morning and evening." 

This is followed by a description of the specific 

location of the project. Here he mentions the Country 

Club, "El Conquistador, a modern Tourist Hotel", and the 

three-quarters of a section that comprise the City Park. 

The remaining quarter-section is destined to become 

Colonia Solana. Brief attention is given to the remaining 

constraints: that "at least an acre is to be set aside for 

each one of the proposed villa homes, which are to cost 

not less than $10,000 each." The final paragraph of the 

introductory section consists of a short description of 

the topography and vegetation of the site. Child 

concludes that "One can hardly imagine any layout of 

streets that would have entailed unsurmountable grading 

problems." The problem was to make this "dead flat piece 

of ground" into something interesting. 

Design 

The problem-

analysis of the 

solving (design) phase began with 

"inevitable topographical survey" 

the 
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(Figure 4), which "revealed one fairly important arroyo or 

'wash1...and two other even lesser 'washes'". Child 

concluded that these washes could easily have been filled 

up and ignored: "this is in fact what has usually been 

done". Instead, he chose to view these topographical 

constraints as opportunities, using them to influence the 

des ign. 

Natural features became the focus of the neighborhood. 

Using the topography as a guide, Child made the main 

arroyo the "keynote of the Parkway". He set aside "a 

strip having a total width of 250 feet", running the 

entire half mile length of the arroyo as it cut through 

the subdivision. From this he allowed 50 feet on both the 

north and south sides of the arroyo to become "the 

necessary footpaths, the more formal planting spaces, and 

the roadway". As he notes, "there remains a strip half a 

mile long and 150 feet wide, which is to become one of the 

most important and distinctive features of the 

subdivlsion--Arroyo Chico Parque". 

The two lesser washes also were used in the design. 

They became curving roads, which intersected with the main 

Arroyo, maintaining the natural drainage pattern. Where 

the smaller washes/roads crossed Arroyo Chico Parque, 

Child made use of "the very interesting and characteristic 

'Arizona dips', quite generally employed in the country 



3 2  

3TJTTT/3 0 O jlSBWStu 

Figure 4. 
Colonia Solana: Plan Over Topography Map 

(Child, 1928) 
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hereabout, obviating culverts". Since the grade would be 

"never over five per cent", and the speed of traffic slow, 

Child concluded that "There will therefore be no 

uncomfortable jounce, but rather the very agreeable 

sensation one has when riding the surf at Waikiki." 

Although the natural elements of topography and 

vegetation were the primary impetus behind the design, 

leading to an informal treatment of the land, Child 

included a formal element as well. A north/south axis is 

formed by Randolph May, the eastern boundary of the 

subdivision. The northern terminus of this axis is formed 

by "the tower of the new Hotel across the way" (El 

Conquistador Hotel). The southern terminus is formed by a 

proposed memorial to Epes Randolph. This is to take the 

form of "a circular area six hundred feet in 

diameter... enclosing a smaller circle 100 feet in 

diameter... with a suitable memorial to Epes Randolph, the 

eminent citizen of Tucson...." Only one quarter of this 

memorial would be part of Colonia Solana; the other 

three-quarters would have to be "secured from the City 

Park, of which it would still remain a part". Child also 

sees the southern part of this circular memorial area as 

suitable for "auto-parking-space for nearby Stadium 

patrons." 
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Plant ing 

Child then detailed the planting of the parkway. As 

he did with the layout of the subdivision, Child took cues 

from the existing conditions. He states that "the arroyo 

is being planted with native desert plants of all kinds, 

using no plant material that requires irrigation, a real 

economy in this desert land." Although Child devotes 

almost three pages of his eight page article to 

explanation of the planting process, he does not include 

a formal planting plan. Instead, he states his intent 

that "this whole strip half a mile long and 150 feet wide, 

will be literally covered as thickly as possible with 

desert growth", so that "those who live alongside this 

Parkway will have in front of their doors the desert 

beauty many now ride miles to see". 

The execution of the planting (Figure 5), presumably 

under Child's direction, was up to "two active intelligent 

men, acquainted with desert plants...and provided with a 

light motor truck...who are searching the open desert of 

the vicinity for all possible appropriate plants, which 

are being established here somewhat closer together than 

they naturally grow...of course grouped interestingly...." 

Child appears to be well acquainted with the native 

plants of the Tucson area, naming more than a dozen 

species to be included, with the "remaining surface to be 
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Figure 5. Colonia Solana: Planting (top) 
Aeroplane View (bottom) (Child, 1928) 
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covered with desert flowers, of which there are almost 

innumerable varieties". 

Stephen Child concludes his eight page article on the 

design of Colonia Solana neighborhood with a breakdown of 

the land uses. Of the total 160 acres (a quarter 

section), 5.8% was set aside for "parks and open spaces"; 

20% for "streets, avenues and Parkway roads"; amd 74.2% 

for "house lots". 

PRESERVATION OF INTEGRITY 

The historic Integrity of Colonia Solana neighborhood 

has been maintained to a remarkable extent, despite some 

changes over the last 60 years, as evidenced by its 

acceptance on the National Register of Historic Places in 

1988 (Comey, 1988). Two relatively minor deviations are 

that the "cement gutters four and a half feet wide" 

(Child, 1928) were never built along the minor streets. 

Another is that despite the attention paid by Child to 

plant details, nowhere did he mention palm trees. Yet the 

"Aeroplane View" (Figure 5) shows palm-like trees lining 

what is now known as Avenida de Palmas. For purposes of 

evaluation, the remaining discussion of the historic 

integrity of Colonia Solana can be divided into two 

categories, formal and informal. 
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The formal portion of Child's design consists of the 

north/south axis along Randolph Way. It is not intact in 

1990. The northern terminus that Child mentioned, the 

tower of the El Conquistador Hotel, no longer exists. The 

hotel was demolished in 1969, to make way for a shopping 

center. The current terminus for that view is a Round 

Table Pizza establishment. 

The southern terminus of the axial sight-line was 

supposed to have been the circular memorial to Epes 

Randolph. This memorial was never built, according to 

Gene Reid, former Director of Tucson Parks and Recreation 

(Personal communication, August 30, 1990). In spite of 

the fact that the terminal features of this formal sight 

line as planned by Child no longer exist, it does not 

constitute a major compromise of his design, partly 

because it is on the periphery of the property, and partly 

because it was not central to his design intent. 

The informal elements of Stephen Child's plan, based 

on topography and native vegetation, were the guiding 

force In the design. The topography, of course, has not 

changed appreciably in sixty years. The vegetation, 

however, has undergone considerable change (Figure 6, 

Figure 7). What Child saw and tried to enhance in 

1927-1928 was a "creosote flat" vegetation type, 

consisting of "sagebrush, greasewood, a few Ocatilla and 



Figure 6. Aerial view of Colonia Solana, 1929. 
Note triangular parks along Avenida de Palmas, 
and vegetation along Arroyo Chico (AC). (Courtesy, Richard H. Barber) 



Figure 7. Colonia Solana: Aerial View, 1979 
(Courtesy, Richard H. Barber) 
Note increased vegetation along Arroyo Chico (AC). 
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other cactus", which he suggested enhancing with the 

addition of various cacti and drought-tolerant native 

species. What exists now is a small riparian woodland 

along the half-mile length of Arroyo Chico as it runs 

through Colonia Solana neighborhood. 

These changes are probably due to two factors, wind 

and water. Warren Jones, professor emeritus of landscape 

architecture, has commented that as the city grows, the 

scouring winds of the open desert are lifted up over the 

tree tops, and surface evaporation is therefore reduced. 

As the ground plane becomes covered with vegetation, this 

vegetation holds more moisture in the soil, which in turn 

supports more and larger types of vegetative cover. 

Two additional factors also have to do with available 

moisture. As urbanization increased in eastern Tucson 

(upstream of Colonia Solana), the increased paving caused 

more runoff to be channeled into Arroyo Chico. This 

increased runoff has occasionally caused flooding problems 

in Colonia Solana, as well as other neighborhoods farther 

west (downstream) of Colonia Solana. "The flood of '83", 

as well as flooding during the 1950's, resulting from 

increased paving at Davis Monthan air base were cited by 

several Colonia Solana residents (Beidleman, 1985). 

The third factor is runoff from the streets within 

the neighborhood in Colonia Solana. Child used two of the 
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minor washes as curving streets, which fed into Arroyo 

Chico. The increased water in Arroyo Chico, over a period 

of sixty years, has caused a major change in vegetation 

type. What Stephen Child designed as a "little piece of 

the desert" has become a riparian oasis in the middle of a 

totally urban southwestern city. 

Has this change in vegetation type compromised the 

original intent of the designer? Some might argue that it 

has, as the specific plants that Child originally named 

are probably no longer there. However, it is precisely 

because of Child's design that these changes could take 

place. His allowance of the 150 foot width for "the 

important and distinctive feature of the 

subdivision—Arroyo Chico Parque" allowed enough space 

for this plant community evolution to take place. Without 

it, not only would flooding problems be worse, but the 

ecological diversity which characterizes the parkway would 

be severely limited. 

As evidence of the influence of this 150 foot wide 

park on the diversity of plant materials (and therefore 

wildlife), one has only to look a half mile to the west, 

as Arroyo Chico flows through the Broadmoor neighborhood, 

which was developed in 1944, and was previously the 

grounds of the Tucson Golf and Country Club. Like Colonia 

Solana, there are two roads paralleling Arroyo Chico, one 
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along the wash; furthermore, this section of the wash has 

had the bottom reinforced with concrete. The edges of the 

arroyo are planted with oleander, forming a dense green 

screen. Dense it is, and green it is, but the aesthetic 

monotony of this dense hedge-like treatment makes one 

appreciate the variety of plant types in Colonia Solana 

ne ighborhood. 

In addition to the aesthetic variety, Arroyo Chico 

Park supports numerous species of wildlife. Thriving on 

the variety of plants are numerous birds. Forty nine bird 

species were identified by one graduate student in a ten 

day period in the spring of 1985. The same student 

reports that one Colonia Solana resident has documented 

over 100 species of birds in his four year census 

(Beidleman, 1985) . 

In a recent public forum, "Urban Washes: Greenbelts or 

Storm Drains?" (May 24,1990), desert ecologist Tony 

Burgess identified desert waterways as "the biological 

center of the desert", and "the main ecological resource 

of the desert". He noted, however, that in most desert 

subdivisions, the houses face away from the arroyos. 

Recent Pima County plans, recognizing the wildlife value 

of urban washes, have advocated linear parks along 

waterways, such as the Rillito River Park. In every other 

instance, however, the treatment of these parks has been 
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an afterthought, attempting to resurrect a semblance of 

nature from an already-desecrated stream. In designing 

Colonia Solana, Stehen Child intended that the stream 

become the focal point. 

Child's original intent was to respond to the natural 

surroundings and conditions of the site. He did this so 

effectively that the characteristics of his site have been 

able to evolve with, and accomodate to, the urbanization 

of Tucson. As a consequence, Arroyo Chico Park has become 

not only a haven for hikers, joggers and neighbors, but 

also an historic example of a site-sensitve, ecologically 

self-sustaining subdivision design. 

It is possible that the site-sensitive concept used by 

Child may have influenced later subdivision development in 

Tucson, such as Catalina Foothills Estates, begun by John 

Murphey in 1930 (Comey, 1988). If so, there has not been 

public recognition of this influence. Most publications 

dealing with historic Tucson landscapes emphasize the 

reliance on imported ornamental plants, mentioning Colonia 

Solana only as an exception (Rogers, 1979; Mcpherson and 

Haip, 1989). 
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CHAPTER III 

WHO WAS STEPHEN CHILD? 

Having examined in some detail this 62 year old 

neighborhood, including the designer's intent, as well as 

what currently exists there, one begins to wonder "Who was 

this man, Stephen Child, who listed himself in his 1928 

article as "Landscape Architect, Consultant in City 

Planning, San Francisco" (Child, 1928)? What might have 

been the influences on him that led him to design so 

sensitively that 60 years later his subdivision continues 

to evoke marvel, not only from neighborhood residents, but 

from professional landscape architects and city planners? 

How could a stranger to this peculiar desert climate have 

used native plants as a primary part of his design in such 

a way that they have naturalized and become part of a 

self-sustaining ecosystem? Who was Stephen Child? 

Obtaining the answers to these questions have become 

the focus of a two year odyssey by the author, leading 

from Tucson to San Francisco, Santa Barbara, Boston, 

Washington, D.C., and Painesville, Ohio, where Child died 

in 1936. 

"Stephen Child didn't leave very many footprints in 

Painesville, once called 'the prettiest little city in the 
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United States, 1 located in the heart of the nursery 

industry. Maybe that is why he, a landscape architect, 

retired here". The above conclusion, courtesy of Charles 

P. Baker, Jr. of Painesville {Personal communication, June 

26, 1990), contains an element of truth, but also a 

popular misconception. The misconception is that 

landscape architects focus primarily on plants. The 

kernel of truth is that Stephen Child didn't leave very 

many "footprints" anywhere, in spite of having worked in 

all of the above cities. 

Stephen Child, of Newton, Massachusetts (Figure 8), 

began his professional life as a civil engineer, 

graduating from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

in 1888 (MIT, 1924). Making a career change in 1902-03, 

he attended Harvard's Lawrence Scientific School in its 

second year of operation, as a Special Student in 

Landscape Architecture. As a practicing landscape 

architect for approximately ten years, Child had an office 

in Boston, and a winter office in Santa Barbara, 

California. Moving rather quickly into the emerging field 

of city planning, he was one of the charter members of the 

American City Planning Institute (Scott, 1969), as well as 

serving as a District Town Planner during World War I 

(MIT,1924). 
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STEPHEN CHILD 
Consultant In City Planning, Washington, 

D.C., and Berkeley, California. 

Figure 8. Portrait of Stephen Child, 1927 

(California Real Estate Magazine, April, 1927) 
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The fact that his career covered three different 

professions, in numerous cities, has made it exceedingly 

difficult to track down and document the work of Stephen 

Child. Unlike some of his contemporaries in landscape 

architecture, and in spite of more than fifty articles by 

or about Stephen Child in the Frances Loeb Library at the 

Harvard School of Design, Child appears to have left no 

manuscript collection. The following information on his 

life and work has therefore been gleaned from numerous 

secondary sources, including city directories, school 

records, news articles, and of course, the publications of 

Child himself. 

EARLY LIFE 

Stephen Child was born August 14, 1866 to David W. 

Child and Olive Turner (Thayer) Child of Newton, 

Massachusetts (Who Was Who, 1939). Little is known about 

the family, except that David W. Child was listed in the 

1883 Newton City Directory as "collector", residing in 

West Newton. David Child died April 4, 1884, at 61 years 

of age, when his son Stephen was 18 years old. {Newton 

Graphic, April 12, 1884). The Newton City Directory 

continues to list Olive T. Child, "widow of David W.", 

through 1B91. At this time it also reports that Stephen 
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Child "removed to Buffalo, N. Y." Stephen Child is first 

named in the Newton City Directory in 1889, as "civil 

engineer, boards at Mrs. O. T. Child's, with an office at 

Tremont cor. Court, Boston". 

Stephen Child graduated from Newton High School in 

1884, in a class of fifty-two students. He was one of 

eighteen students who had completed the general course in 

four years. More than half of this graduating class 

continued their education at the college level, including 

thirteen who entered the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology. Child was among that group, graduating from 

MIT in Civil Engineering in 1888 (Annual Report, Newton, 

Massachusetts, 1884). 

From 1888 until early in 1901, Child held a variety of 

engineering positions, according to the information he 

provided to his alma mater in 1924 (MIT, 1924). In the 

summer of 1888 he worked as draughtsman with E. E. Bus, a 

mill engineer, in Boston. Next he worked for 

approximately six months with M. M. Tidd as "assistant 

engineer in charge of Maiden High Service, Maynard, 

Randolph and Holbrook Water Works". 

For the next two years, from February 1889 to April, 

1891, Child was employed with the Barber Asphalt Paving 

Company, first in Buffalo, then (in the winter of 

1989-'90), in New York City. During the winter of 
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1890-'91, he was in charge of reconstruction of the 

company's yard and works at Washington, D. C. 

After marrying Julia E. Sizer of Cleveland on October 

29, 1891 (Who Was Who, 1939), they made their home in 

Newton, Massachusetts until 1901. During this time Child 

was the Assistant in the City Engineer's Office, having 

charge of sewer construction work. Beginning in 1898, 

Child's title changed to "Deputy Street Commissioner and 

Superintendent of Sewer Division", due to a change in the 

new city charter, but his duties remained the same (MIT, 

1924). 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE PERIOD—1901-1918 

In December, 1901, at age thirty-five, Stephen Child's 

life changed dramatically. Until this time he had held 

conventional engineering jobs, gradually holding positions 

with increased responsibilities. This period culminated 

with his decade-long tenure in the City Engineer's office 

at Newton, Massachusetts, where he was in charge of sewer 

construction work (MIT, 1924). 

Preparation 

In 1901 Child abandoned his conventional steady 

employment record to become, for ten months, the business 

manager at Gordon Farms, Staten Island, New York. He 
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followed this with almost two years as a "special student 

at Harvard University and Arnold Arboretum, with courses 

in Landscape Architecture, Horticulture and studies of 

trees and shrubs" (MIT, 1924). 

Arnold Arboretum has no record of Child's presence 

there at that time, although there is later correspondence 

(1909) between Child and Charles Sprague Sargent, the 

Director of the Arboretum (Author's files). The Harvard 

Archives show that Child was enrolled as one of eleven 

Landscape Architecture students attending the Lawrence 

Scientific School in 1902-03. It is not known precisely 

what was meant by the designation "Special Student", but 

that was the category which Child was in, as was fellow 

student Albert William Gurney. A comparison of Child's 

transcript with the "Lawrence Scientific School (Harvard 

University) Announcement of a Four Years Programme of 

Courses in Landscape Architecture," dated March, 1900 

gives a reasonable idea, however. 

Child was enrolled in a total of eight courses in 

1902-03, most of them advanced. (A suggested "programme 

of courses" would have been six or seven courses, three 

of these specific to landscape architecture.) His courses 

consisted of 

(1) Architecture la, taught by Professor H. L. Warren. 

(2) Landscape Architecture 1, History and Principles of 
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Landscape Architecture, taught by Frederick Law Olmsted, 
Jr., with occasional lectures by Professors Nathaniel 
Southgate Shaler (Geology) and George Lincoln Goodale 
(Natural History). 

(3) Landscape Architecture 2, taught by Mr. Olmsted, 
assisted by Professor A. A. Shurtleff. 

(4) Landscape Architecture 3, also taught by Professors 
Olmsted and Shurtleff (Child evidently did not complete 
this course) . 

(5) Horticulture 2, Study of Plants in relation to 
Planting Design, taught by Benjamin Marston Watson. 

(6) Horticulture 3, Planting Design, taught by Messrs. 
Watson and Olmsted. 

(7) Trees and Shrubs (no information given) 

(8) Engineering 22, Principles of Common Law as applied 
to contracts, taught by Asst. Professor Westengard 
(Lawrence Scientific School, 1900, pp.8-22).). 

During 1903-04 Child was enrolled in only one course, 

Fine Arts 2, taught by Professor Charles H. Moore, who was 

also the Director of the William Hayes Fogg Art Museum. 

Like his contemporary John Nolen, who also entered 

Harvard's School of Landscape Architecture in his 

mid-thirties in 1903, Child made a mid-life career change. 

Unlike Nolan, whose prior experience had been in 

administrative and educational positions (Hancock, 1969), 

Child had a technical background in engineering, plus ten 

years' experience in municipal applications. This may 

explain why the two men went about their landscape 

architecture education in different ways. Based on his 
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previous experience, Nolen was admitted as a second year 

student in Landscape Architecture (1903), and "hurried 

through his courses" (Hancock, 1969). Child also 

accelerated his courses, enrolling in several sequential 

classes (landscape architecture and horticulture) 

concurrently. Unlike Nolen, Child did not stay for the 

degree in the new landscape architecture program. 

Instead, he opened an office for the "private practice of 

Landscape Architecture and Consulting Engineering" (MIT, 

1924) in 1903, not even finishing his last course in Pine 

Arts . 

Personal factors may also have played a part in the 

two men's differing approach to preparation in this new 

field. Nolen, who had supported himself since age 

sixteen, had a wife and two children to support. Viewing 

landscape architecture "not only as a challenge to his 

ideals, but also as a reasonable opportunity for economic 

self-sufficiency," he intended to finance his return to 

education by selling his house (Hancock, 1969). Nolen may 

therefore have felt that the degree was important to his 

entry into this new field. 

Several factors point to the possibility that Stephen 

and Julia Child were independently wealthy. The first is 

that Stephen went on to study at the university level 

after his father's death. His father, David-W. Child, 
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being listed as "collector" in the Newton City Directory 

may also indicate an independent lifestyle. Stephen's 

career change in 1901 is another indicator. Although 

Stephen Child also had a wife to support, he and his wife 

Julia had no children (Collins, 1936). 

Julia Sizer Child was from a prominent and wealthy 

Cleveland family {Wickham, 1914) Her maternal 

grandfather, William H. Garlick, M.D. was also a witness 

to Stephen Child's will (S. Child will, 1906). 

Furthermore, both Stephen and Julia (who died more than 

twenty years after her husband) are buried in the Garlick 

family plot in Cleveland's Lakeview Cemetery. 

An examination of Stephen and Julia Child's wills and 

probate proceedings may also provide a clue to their 

economic status. Stephen's will left everything to his 

wife Julia; however, his estate was not probated until 

eight years after his death in 1936, probably indicating 

that Julia had independent means. Stephen's estate was 

valued at $3000, in an account in a Cleveland bank (S. 

Child probate, 1942). Julia, who died in 1962, left her 

estate to Abigail and Nancy Hudson of Painesville, the two 

sisters who had cared for her for nearly twenty years. 

Her estate was valued at over $150,000, primarily in blue 

chip stocks (J. Child probate, 1964). 

The final factor leading to the conclusion that 
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Stephen and Julia Child were independently wealthy, is the 

amount of work done by Stephen Child as a landscape 

architect. Self-employed since his days at Harvard, he 

appears not to have done a sufficient quantity of work to 

support the lifestyle which they led. 
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CHAPTER IV 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 

By his own account, submitted as part of the Class 

Record of '88, Child began his career as a landscape 

architect on September 1, 1903, with an office for the 

"private practice of Landscape Architecture and Consulting 

Engineering; Boston office 1903 to 1914 and a winter 

office at Santa Barbara, California, November, 1908 to 

March, 1914" (MIT,1924). 

Massachusetts Work 

More specifically, Stephen Child's obituary in 

Landscape Architecture (October, 1936) states that his 

principal works in the East were the following 

Massachusetts examples: Woodland Park Hotel, Auburndale; 

Children's Hospital Grounds, Wellesley Hills; grounds of 

the West End Thread Company, Millbury; estate of Ivar 

Sjostrom, Andover; and Stoneleigh Park Land Subdivision, 

Watertown (Figure 9). 

In spite of at least a half dozen inquiries regarding 

each of the above sites, nothing specific, such as plans 

or documents, linking Child to any of these projects was 

discovered. The only one which might turn up further 

information is Stoneleigh Park Land Subdivision. Although 
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neither the Watertown Planning nor Engineering Departments 

had records of the platting of this subdivision, they 

confirmed that there is a Stoneleigh Road in Watertown. 

In addition, there are boxes of "old documents that have 

not been looked at for decades". A personal search 

through these documents might prove fruitful; then again, 

it might turn up the same information that has already 

been discovered elsewhere: that there is no conclusive 

documentable tie, and that all the people directly 

involved are dead. 

Later research turned up plans for two additional 

Boston-area projects by Child. It is not known whether 

either of these projects were actually implemented. A 

plan for Montserrat Highlands, a subdivision in Beverly, 

Massachusetts (Figure 10), and a Plan for the Charles 

River Basin (Figure 11) were found in an article located 

only in the Harvard School of Design Library. Although 

the plan of Montserrat Highlands is hard to read, the 

subdivision plat appears to be based on topography. In 

contrast, the Plan for the Charles River Basin is very 

formal. Child gives no explanation of either plan in the 

text of the article, simply using them as illustrations of 

the types of work done by landscape architects (Child, 

1911). 
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Possibly related to the plans for the Charles River 

Basin was correspondence between Child and Charles Sprague 

Sargent, the first director of the Arnold Arboretum. Only 

the letters from Sargent to Child exist, in files at 

Arnold Arboretum. Dated 1909, the letters discuss the 

elder Olmsted's intent for Commonwealth Avenue, 

particularly tree planting proposals, as well as proposed 

changes in Franklin Park (Author's Files). 

Santa Barbara Work 

Thanks to several invaluable sources, attempts to 

document Child's work in Santa Barbara, California were 

considerably more productive. The first source was P. H. 

Elwood's American Landscape Architecture. This 

photographic essay, published in 1924 as an attempt to 

educate the public on the "youthful profession of 

landscape architecture" (Elwood, 1924), contains plans 

and photos of two Santa Barbara estates designed by Child. 

Elwood names the Judging Committee for this book as Mr. 

Frederick Law Olmsted, Mr. Charles N. Lowrie, Mr. Noel 

Chamberlin. Included as one of only two west coast 

designers, is "Stephen Child, San Francisco, California". 

The two works by Child are both of Santa Barbara estates, 

and include plans as well as photographs (Figure 12, 

Figure 13). Unfortunately, no text accompanies these 
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photos, nor does Child write about them. 

The second source in Santa Barbara who provided 

invaluable help was David F. Myrick, local historian and 

author of a two-volume history, Santa Barbara and 

Montecito. Because his research relies heavily on old 

newspapers, he was able to provide specific newspaper 

citations regarding Child. 

The half-dozen references to Child in the Santa 

Barbara Morning Press range from single-line notations, 

"Stephen Child, Boston landscape arch., will be here for 

the winter, as usual. Stays at the Arlington Hotel" 

(November 8, 1911), to a detailed front page article in 

which Child presented plans for a "Round the Town 

Boulevard" (June 8, 1913). 

These articles paint a picture of Santa Barbara in 

1909-1913 as a winter resort town, catering to wealthy 

tourists from all over the country, including the top four 

railroad magnates, who often arrived in their own 

(rail)cars. Also named in the "Personals" section as 

arriving for the summer were Mr. and Mrs. Walter Douglas 

of Bisbee, Arizona, the same day that "Mr. and Mrs. 

Stephen Child and R. R. Root left yesterday on the Sunset 

Express for Boston" (May 18, 1912). Among recurring local 

issues was the debate surrounding the paving of roads, the 

planting of street trees (September 12, 1908), the 
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building of a reservoir to insure a more permanent water 

supply, and the Civic League boosterism associated with 

the City Beautiful Movement. This focus led the Santa 

Barbara Civic League to hire Charles Mulford Robinson 

"next to Burnham the most celebrated of landscape artists, 

whose work consists of designing plans for the 

beaut ification and improvement of cities, dealing both 

with the aesthetic and practical sides of the 

question... to make a plan for the city" (January 10, 

1909 ) . 

On the same page, a small article states that 

Stephen Child, the famous landscape artist and architect 
of Boston, who had quarters at the Arlington for a while, 
has migrated to Montecito. Mr. Child drew the plans which 
were finally accepted by the Boston Improvement Company. 
These plans involve a project for a series of magnificent 
boulevards to encircle the city at a cost of $12,000,000. 
The architect has opened a studio at Miramar, and is 
already engaged on several large projects for Montecito 
res idents . 

This is probably a reference to Child's plan for the 

Charles River Basin (Figure 11), dated September 1907, but 

it is the only reference to this project that was found, 

other than Child's article (Child, 1908). No historic 

sources in the Boston area had any knowledge of it. 

The reference to "several large projects for Montecito 

residents" probably refers to the Bartlett and Gould 

estates (Figure 12, Figure 13). Child did not publish any 

articles specifically outlining the design considerations 



6 5  

of these estates, but he did mention them in two articles 

several years later (Child, 1911 and Child, 1914). The 

later article was nearly a duplication of the first. In 

both, he devotes quite a bit of space to describing the 

local geographic setting, particularly the topography and 

"native growth...one of the most attractive features of 

the impressive background..." (Child, 1914). He observed 

that there are many cultural motifs, including Spanish, 

Japanese, even Persian, which, when "not slavishly copied, 

but made to fit existing conditions, give charming 

results" (Child, 1914). 

The fact that Child and Robinson were both in Santa 

Barbara as early as 1909 was an interesting surprise. It 

had been learned earlier in the research process that 

there was some association between the men, as Robinson 

wrote the Preface for Child's monograph on Alum Rock Park 

in San Jose (1912). However, articles in the Morning 

Press indicate the liklihood of an earlier association. 

Charles Mulford Robinson's "Report" was received with 

great enthusiasm by Santa Barbara's leaders, receiving 

much attention in the press from January through May of 

1909. By mid-March a conference had been held, with 

representatives of the chamber of commerce, the Commercial 

club, the Civic League and the Realty Board, to determine 

the best ways to carry out the recommendations of 
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Robinson's report {Morning Press, March 16, 1909). By 

January, 1910, however, enthusiasm appears to have waned, 

judging by a letter to the editor from Francis T. 

Underhill, president of the Civic League. Underhill makes 

a plea for support of the Civic League, and hopes to do 

away with the "chronic knocker of this progressive 

community" (January 5, 1910). Several days later, another 

letter to the editor, from Stephen Child, lauds Underhill 

and the work of the Civic League (January 9, 1910). 

Two of Stephen Child's later local projects, the 

platting of a subdivision (the Edwards Tract) and Round 

the City Boulevard, were related to recommendations which 

Robinson had made, and could be considered a turning 

point, or at least a "drifting", into the emerging field 

of city planning. 

"Edwards Tract Has Been Platted; Engineer Childs Lays 

Out Nine Blocks...on Lines of. Contour Roads as Recommended 

by Robinson Report..." stated a Santa Barbara Morning 

Press headline (April 9, 1909), only two months after 

Robinson's visit. According to the article, a system of 

streets was laid out, "following the natural lay of the 

land", and included about forty building sites, ranging in 

size from one-quarter acre to three acres. The plan also 

included walks, parks, a miniature lake, and a system of 

street trees (Figure 14). 
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According to both David F. Myrick and Santa Barbara 

City Planner Mary Louise Days, neither of whom had heard 

of this plan by Child, the Edwards tract was never 

developed as designed by Stephen Child. Instead, in 1923 

it became the site of the Santa Barbara High School (M. L 

Days, personal communication). The other feature 

mentioned regarding this tract owned by Charles A. 

Edwards, a prominent banker and member of the Civic 

League, was "this is but the beginning of an extended 

system of contour roads throughout the foothill district, 

of which the *Round-the-City boulevard will be one of the 

most important" (April 9, 1909). 

The final project in Santa Barbara with which Child 

was known to have been associated was an apparently 

elaborate plan for the 'Round-the-City boulevard. 

Following its front page headline on June 8, 1913, the 

Morning Press devoted nearly seven whole columns of the 

Sunday edition to the complete report submitted by Child. 

Child notes that 

As far back as 1907 or 1908, a tentative scheme for this 
project wa3 proposed by the real estate board...in 1909, 
this project was called to the attention of Mr. Charles 
Mulford Robinson and was very briefly alluded to in his 
report prepared at that time...but the matter was allowed 
to drop...,It was a subject, however, which has always 
greatly interested me, believing as I do, that it has 
wonderful possibilities for the best growth of the city 
(Santa Barbara Morning Press, June 8, 1913). 
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Child then goes on to describe the 11.6 mile circuit 

of the proposed circumferential road, referring to three 

different sets of plans and perspectives (no illustrations 

accompanied the article). He proposed grade separations 

between railroad tracks and auto traffic; pointed out 

sites for future subdivisions; suggested separated 

roadways, with street trees planted not only in the 

center, but also along the sides of the road. In 

addition, he included sidewalks and footpaths, depending 

on the situation (Santa Barbara Morning Press, June 8, 

1913) . 

The most striking thing about his report, however, is 

the sensitivity it showed to natural conditions. In 

"town" the road was to be a broad boulevard, lined with 

street trees; as it rose into the foothills, sometimes it 

separated, to allow for the preservation of a "group of 

beautiful old sycamore trees", or "winds along, rising 

gradually, fitting existing conditions". Thus, as the 

road ascended Into the wilder canyons and barrancas, it 

took advantage not only of views, but also of the unigue 

topographic and vegetation features present there (Santa 

Barbara Morning Press, June 8, 1913). 

There is no evidence that this road was ever built as 

Child proposed. The Morning Press was scanned for several 

months after Child's plan appeared, but there was no 
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further discussion of the proposal. March, 1914 is the 

last time that Child reports being in Santa Barbara (MIT, 

1924), although the City Directory continues to list Child 

as having a residence and office at "2 City Hall Plaza" 

through 1915, This was the same address used by Alexander 

Harmer, a well-known artist of early California and 

Western scenes (M. L. Days, personal communication, May 

22, 1990). 

San Francisco 

Stephen Child reported to his alma mater that during 

1914 he gave up both his Boston and Santa Barbara offices 

and located in San Francisco for over three years. 

Important work during this time included parks at San Jose 

and Fresno, California (MIT, 1924). 

Inqueries to California historical and botanical 

institutions turned up no evidence of Child. There was no 

record at the state level that either Alum Rock Park in 

San Jose or Roeding Park in Fresno had been nominated to 

the National Register. Nor did the Fresno Historical 

Society, Library, or City Park staff have any information 

about Child. 
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Roeding Park 

The only information found on Child's work in Fresno 

was a 1928 article in Parks and Recreation (Child, 1928). 

In it Child states that "A few years ago the writer was 

asked...to make a study and prepare plans...for Roeding 

Park. This was an already established 75 acre park, to 

which another 50 acres had recently been donated" (Figure 

15). Quoting the elder Olmsted, Child concluded that the 

original plan for the park had not been thorough enough in 

its "far reaching conception" (Child, 1928b). 

Child then proceeded to suggest specific changes in 

the roads, the entrance, the elk paddock, and the trolley 

line, which he recommended should ultimately become part 

of an "around-the-city-boulevard". In order to unify 

disparate elements of the park, he accompanied this with 

a plan, showing a formal alignment of the existing music 

court, fountain, and proposed rose garden. Taking into 

account vistas and feelings of spaciousness, Child 

proposed thinning the eucalyptus groves which had been 

"mostly arranged in nursery rows and so crowded as to have 

developed many unattractive specimens". By his own 

account, however, Child's proposal was not accepted, 

because there were "very earnest expressions of opinion 

against any changes whatever" (Child, 1928b). 
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Alum Rock Park 

In contrast to the flat, rather uninteresting terrain 

of Roeding Park, where Child did something of a "patch-up" 

job (little else was possible), stands Alum Rock Park in 

San Jose. While the park falls within the city limits, it 

is of a wild and scenic character (Figure 16). Child 

describes it as "a Scenic Reservation rather than an Urban 

Park" (Child, 1929). The two articles in which Child 

discusses Alum Rock Park are perhaps the clearest 

expression of his design philosophy, and illustrate his 

close philosophical ties to Frederick Law Olmsted, the 

elder. His ideas on the treatment of this canyon park 

clearly place him in the realm of "landscape architect", 

rather than "landscape gardener". "A Plan For the 

Development of Alum Rock Park" was first published as a 

monograph in 1912, revised in 1916, and revised again in 

October, 1929 (Hartesveldt and Harvey, 1972). The second 

article dealing with Alum Rock Park, a much shortened 

version of the original monograph, appeared in American 

Landscape Architect, (Child, 1930). 

As usual, Child opens by placing the project in its 

larger geographic context, the Santa Clara valley, 

southeast of San Francisco. Spring-fed Penitencia Creek, 

a tributary of the Santa Clara river, alternately trickles 

and tumbles down the canyon, contributing not only its 
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name, but also carving the character of the canyon. 

The problem, or perhaps the remedy, according to 

Child, originated with an unusually heavy rainy season in 

1911, which "swept away...ugly flimsy railroad trestles 

and scarcely less worthy wooden highway bridges" (Child, 

1930). At this point Child was called in, hoping that his 

"art that mends nature" could restore the features of the 

canyon park. To him "the problem was not how much to do, 

but rather how little of man's work could be 

permitted...and not mar Nature's handiwork" (Child, 1930). 

The other problem seems to have been convincing the public 

to see the beauties as he did, and to not mar them with 

Municipal Golf Links, trolleys, or other urban trash 

(Child, 1929). 

In order to accomplish this, Child extolls the 

postive features of the park, as well as stating some 

long-range goals. He suggested that the park should 

become part of a Bay District Metropolitan Park Reserve, 

an innovative and visionary concept for the time. Quoting 

Charles Eliot, he also suggested expanding the boundaries 

of the park to "include the summits of the surrounding 

hills" (Child, 1929). He also provided a list of definite 

"Don'ts". As illustrations, here are a few of Child's 

specifics, from the Plan for Alum Rock Park: 
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Penitencia Creek Banks - In all cases naturalness 
should be the key-note; maintain the rugged mountain 
stream character; above all avoid canal-like 
treatment of the banks. 

Springs - At present most o£ them are most 
unhappily enclosed in stone structures resembling 
sepulchres. These should be replaced by grotto-like 
structures and natural conditions. 

Planting -
-Remove the "Orchard" of Foreign Pines on 

slope... replacing the rows of inharmonious exotic 
trees by groups of native shrubs and trees. 

-Remove hedge of elms, making the Park Drive 
less formal. 

-Have no carpet-bedding, roses, geraniums or 
sweet peas. 

-In all this planting use natives rather than 
exotics. The aim-to restore destroyed natural 
beauties. 

-A "nursery" for native trees and shrubs not 
easily secured from nurserymen might be located 
outside of the Reserve (Child, 1929). 

A 1972 report to the San Jose Parks and Recreation 

Department, states that Child's plan was "ahead of its 

time" in several respects, including the proposal to make 

the Park part of a regional park concept; the additional 

land acquisition; that all pipes and wires be placed 

underground; and that only native plants be used in the 

area". (Hartesveldt and Harvey, 1972). 

In his emphasis on native plants as early as 1912, 

Child becomes a much earlier advocate for the use of 

natives than is currently recognized. Most experts trace 

the rise of native plant use to Midwestern designers, 
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culminating in the work of Jens Jensen in the 1930's 

(Zube, 1986). 

In his sensitivity to the local conditions of Alum 

Rock Park, Child transcended even the work of his mentor, 

Fredrick Law Olmsted, Sr. In developing plans for 

Mountain View Cemetery in Oakland (1865), Olmsted 

"proposed development in such a manner that the essential 

character of the topography in its natural state would be 

expressed and enhanced" (McGuire, 1956). In order to 

accomplish this, Olmsted intended to use "native plants 

and materials which would readily adapt themselves to the 

area" (McGuire, 1956). 
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CHAPTER V 
CITY PLANNING PERIOD—1918-1936 

Early in the spring of 1918, Stephen Child joined the 

staff of the United States Housing Corporation at 

Washington, a government organization formed to provide 

better housing for war workers. He became a District town 

Planner in the Town Planning Division, of which Frederick 

L. Olmsted was the Chief. "Served upon this work nearly 

two years as a $1.00 a year man, and never got my dollar, 

but it was a wonderful experience" (MIT, 1924). 

Only a year earlier, the American City Planning 

Institute had been formed, originally the idea of 

Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. and Flavel Shurtleff. Child 

was one of the original fifty-two charter members of this 

more specialized organization, and one o£ fourteen 

landscape architects to be included (Scott, 1969). Also 

among the charter members was New York architect Grosvenor 

Atterbury, who designed Stone Ashley, the Tucson estate of 

Miss Florence Pond in 1934 (Korff, 1985). 

War Housing 

The entry of the U. S. into World War I in April, 1917 

exacerbated housing issues which had been the focus of 

Progressive Era reformers for several years. With the 
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increased pressure for production brought on by the War, 

however, housing shortages in industrial towns were 

becoming a threat to wartime productivity (Bustard, 1988). 

Finally, "A reluctant Congress authorized... the Secretary 

of Labor to form the United States Housing 

Corporation...for a program of direct governmental 

construction--just five months before the armistice" 

(Scott, 1969). 

It was this governmental organization, the precursor 

of the Bureau of Housing and Urban Development, that 

inadvertantly spurred on the first real cooperative 

venture in city planning that this country had seen. 

Olmsted was the head of the town planning section of the 

United States Housing Corporation. There were thirty-five 

teams, each including a town planner, an architect, and an 

engineer (Scott, 1969). Each team was responsible for the 

total site planning and design of a project. Among the 

planners entrusted with individual projects were John 

Nolen, Arthur A. Shurtleff, Henry V. Hubbard, and Stephen 

Child, all landscape architects (Scott, 1969). 

Stephen Child was associated with four projects, 

Indian Head and Aberdeen, Maryland; Dahlgren, Virginia; 

and Ilion, New York (Stephen Child, 1936). 



8 0  

Aberdeen, Mazy land 

The Aberdeen site (Figure 17), 30 miles northeast of 

Baltimore, was to house civilian workers close to proving 

ground test sites. The road system was an extension of 

the existing Aberdeen roads. There are no public open 

spaces, except for a small triangular park and part of a 

divided roadway known as Church Green (Hubbard, 1919). 

Ilion. New York 

Ilion (Figure 18), located about 12 miles east of 

Utica, New York, also had previous constraints on the 

site. More than half the area had already been 

subdivided; therefore, the existing streets were also 

continued. Fifth street, a main thoroughfare, had a 

central planting strip 20 feet wide, to be planted with 

Lombardy poplars. Five foot sidewalks and street trees 

spaced 40 feet apart were also included in the plan 

(Hubbard, 1919). 

Indlanhead, Maryland 

The project at Indianhead (Figure 19) is decidedly 

different in site plan from the two previous projects. 

While it had also been partially developed, with a line of 

houses along the road, the remainder, designed primarily 

by Child, showed great sensitivity to topography. Curving 
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roads, following the topography, gradually wind up to the 

bluff overlooking the Potomac River. These bluffs, as 

well as a steep ravine, are heavily forested with oaks, 

gum trees and holly, and are to be left as natural parks 

(Hubbard, 1919 ) . 

Dahlgren, Virginia 

The planning of a totally new community at Dahlgren, 

to partially replace proving grounds at Indianhead, was to 

be implemented a little at a time. Since access was 

totally by water, the "entrance" to the proposed community 

is a formal cross-shape, "Dock Square", which leads out to 

a rectilinear parade ground (Figure 20). The remaining 

roads were carefully adapted to existing topography, and 

echoed the shape of the shoreline, which gave nearly every 

house lot a view of the water (Hubbard, 1919). 

According to both Roy Lubove and Bruce Bustard, the 

housing experiments of the brief war years were too 

successful. Investigated by Congress, the USHC was 

criticized for being a haven for "college professors and 

alleged experts placed on the pay roll at large salaries 

and designated 'town planners' and 'town managers,' ad 

nauseum and ad absurdum" (Lubove, 1960). Bustard 

concluded, however, that, "the war emergency provided a 

catalyst for government programs in the housing field that 
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would have been inconceivable a few years before...it 

provided inspiration, valuable training, and examples for 

the future" (Bustard, 1988). 

Post-War Activities 

The War housing projects which Stephen Child worked on 

in 1919 appear to be the last design work that he did, 

other than the platting of Colonia Solana neighborhood in 

1928. Beginning in the summer of 1920, he spent parts of 

the next three years in Europe, assisting with 

reconstruction in Belgium, and studying housing issues in 

Holland (1920), Germany (1921), and Italy (1922), as well 

as England and France (MIT, 1924). Clearly, his interests 

had shifted to the broader issues presented by city 

planning. 

Publications 

Because he was not designing specific places does not 

mean to imply that Child was inactive. On the contrary, 

from 1919 until 1931, he published at least 31 articles. 

Not a novice to writing, he had published 14 articles 

between 1898 and 1912, primarily extolling the virtues of 

landscape architecture and related issues such as parks. 

Child published five articles in 1921, and seven in 

1928, as well as two books on landscape architecture durng 
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this period. In spite of his later interest in city 

planning, he had not abandoned his commitment to landscape 

architecture. Conversely, he saw the detailed application 

of landscape architecture as having a great potential 

impact on planning applications, particularly the use of 

topography as a guide in the site planning of new towns 

(Child, 1921). 

West Again 

Child states that he moved to Washington, D.C. in 

1922, where he was apparently involved in setting up an 

international clearing house on civic documentary data 

(MIT, 1924). Shortly after this, it becomes much harder 

to trace his activities, since much of the specific 

information regarding his whereabouts at particular times 

came from his submission to the MIT Class Record in 1924. 

He appears to have returned to the San Francisco area 

in 1924, as a 1924 article lists a San Francisco address. 

He was also listed as the Pacific Coast Chapter 

representative to the American Society of Lanscape 

Architects until 1928. 

From 1927 until 1931, Child is listed in the Tucson 

City Directory, with an office at 12 E. Broadway, and a 

residence on Fourth Street (1927), changing to Third 

Street for the next three years. Although his obituary in 
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Landscape Architecture states that his "city planning work 

included consulting service... for Tucson and Flagstaff, 

Arizona" (Stephen Child, 1936), no work in Flagstaff could 

be found. 

It is not known precisely when Stephen and Julia Child 

moved to Painesville, Ohio, but probably in 1931 or 1932, 

as one of Child's last published articles still lists him 

as having a San Francisco address. Exactly why they moved 

to Painesville remains a mystery, although since Julia's 

family had lived in Cleveland, there may have been family 

ties in the Painesville/Cleveland area. There have also 

been Painesville residents named Child for several 

generations. Perhaps a geneology search on both Stephen's 

and Julia's families might provide clues. 
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CHAPTER VI 
DISCUSSION 

Having documented and examined a number of the works 

by Stephen Child, one might still ask the question, "Has 

he made a special contribution to the field of landscape 

architecture?" He certainly is not as well known as some 

of his contemporaries, such as John Nolen or Frederick Law 

Olmsted, Jr. The answer is at once simple and complex. 

Stephen Child's design work is of excellent quality 

precisely because of his training in landscape 

architecture. 

THEORY 

Child actually gave the answer himself, in one of his 

early articles. After explaining to his audience of 

engineers and architects the background of the new 

profession, beginning with Olmsted's work on Central Park, 

Child goes on to enumerate the various services the 

landscape architect can perform. In concluding his 

two-page article, Child finally arrives at the essence: 

"the first and fundamental purpose should be to ascertain, 

by careful study of the existing natural conditions, what 

•the genius of the place1 really is, what it is that 

nature herself hints at, and then...to so design the 

improvements that they will harmonize with the natural 
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tendencies of the place...". Child concludes by quoting 

Charles Eliot, 'what would be fair must first be fit' 

(Child, 1904). 

Identifying the "genius loci", or as Alexander Pope 

had advised the Earl of Burlington, "Consult the genius of 

the place in all," (Beveridge, 1977) is what Stephen Child 

did exceedingly well. That is why a Boston-trained 

engineer/landscape architect could design a neighborhood 

in Tucson, Arizona as well as a wild, canyon-like park in 

northern California, or a new town on the Maryland shores. 

That is why, although there are similarities of form 

between Child's design of Colonia Solana, and Olmsted's 

design of Riverside, Illinois, each is unique to its site. 

Like the elder Olmsted, from whom he took much of his 

inspiration, Child eschewed the "failure of flower-bedding 

and specimen-planting of hybrids to follow the basic 

rule...to remain true to their natural surroundings" 

(Beveridge, 1977). This is why Child became an evangelist 

for landscape architecture, taking pains to distinguish 

himself from "landscape gardeners". This is why he 

continued to write so prolifically, believing, as he did, 

in the ultimate value of his profession. 

This, then was the genius of Stephen Child, and 

remains the essence of landscape architecture: using the 

topography and native plants as a guide, to capture the 
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genius loci, the spirit of the place, and to enhance it 

and build upon it. 

FAME 

Why, then, has the reputation of Stephen Child not 

survived to the present? A number of factors are probably 

responsible. 

Stephen and Julia Child had no heirs, as did Nolen and 

Olmsted, to preserve their papers. The Olmsted 

philosophy, as well as the Olmsted name, were carried on 

in this emerging profession for nearly a century. Nolan's 

papers were preserved by his son, and served as the source 

for later documentation by historians (Hancock, 1969). 

Stephen's wife, Julia, was senile for nearly twenty 

years before her death in 1962. Consequently, his papers 

were not preserved. 

Stephen Child worked primarily alone, unlike the 

Olmsted brothers, who maintained a large office. 

Stephen Child's work is located in many different 

areas of the country. Unlike some designers, such as 

Santa Barbara landscape architect Camillo Franceschi and 

Tucson architect Josias Joessler, who achieve a regional 

fame, Child's work is scattered enough that he did not 

achieve a regional reputation. Furthermore, it is not 
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known whether all of Child's designs were actually 

implemented. 

Stephen and/or Julia Child were probably independently 

wealthy, precluding his need to work. Consequently, Child 

did not produce the volume of work which some of his 

contemporaries, such as John Nolan and Fredrick Law 

Olmsted, Jr., did, 

CONCLUSION 

In spite o£ the above factors, which no doubt limited 

his fame, Stephen Child deserves to be recognized for the 

contributions which he made to the professions of 

landscape architecture and city planning. 

Child made both internal and external contributions to 

both of these newly emerging fields. He served as Pacific 

Coast Chapter representative to the ASLA until 1928, as 

well as the chairman of the Professional Practice and 

Ethics committee, which during 1916 and 1917 was grappling 

with the concept of a code of ethics for landscape 

architecture (Vernon, 1987). 

Child' external contributions consisted of his many 

publications, focused on informing not only other 

professionals, such as architects and engineers, but the 

lay publ'ic as well, of the benefits of landscape 

architecture. In these articles, he was an evangelist for 
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the profession/ rather than a publicist for his own work. 

As a visionary planner, Child was able to visualize 

the long-range impact of metropolitan park planning for 

San Francisco Bay-area communities, citing the 

Metropolitan Park System of Boston and the Ruhr Valley 

federations as examples (Scott, 1959). 

As a visionary landscape architect, Stephen Child was 

able to discern, appreciate, and enhance the genius loci 

of the many different locales in which he worked. Colonia 

Solana neighborhood in Tucson stands as a concrete example 

of a true "design with nature". It meets Streatfield's 

criteria for an "ecosystematic approach to design..." 

which "...represents a further evolutionary stage of 

attaining regionalism" by "attaining self-sufficiency and 

using plant materials which do not strain the environment" 

(Streatfield, 1985). Because of this, Colonia Solana 

serves not just as an interesting historic relic, but also 

as an ecologically sound model for future development. 
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Regarding the question of who was the original 

developer of Colonia Solana neighborhood: 

Several sources indicate that Harry Bryant was the 

prime developer of Colonia Solana. A Tucson Citizen 

article (April 28, 1929) refers to Colonia Solana as the 

"...tract of Harry Bryant". Another item linking Bryant 

and the subdivision is the fact that his signature appears 

on the Country Club Realty sales brochure for Colonia 

Solana. This information is no doubt what led Ralph Comey 

to name Harry Bryant as the owner in his Survey Report on 

Colonia Solana (1988). 

The Tucson City Directories for 1927, 1928 and 1929 

list Harry P. Bryant as "salesman" or "real estate" with 

Tucson Realty and Trust. Ed Van der Vries was the 

president of Tucson Realty from 1925 until August 1, 1928, 

when he resigned to form his own company, Van der Vries 

Realty and Mortgage Company (Arizona Daily Star, August 1, 

1928). City Directories for 1930, 1931 and 1932 list 

Bryant as "capitalist, Van der Vries Realty and Mortgage 

Co". Clearly Harry Bryant had close business ties to Ed 

Van der Vries. 

By 1934, however, Harry Bryant is listed as a 

department manager at Steinfeld's (Department Store). At 
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no time is Bryant mentioned in the City directory as 

having connections with Country Club Realty or Colonia 

Solana. Roy Drachman, an eighty-year Tucson native/ 

recalls Bryant as "a nice guy, but just a salesman-type; 

Ed Van der Vries was much more of a mover and shaker" in 

the community (Personal communication, August 15, 1991). 

Two news articles in March, 1928, announcing the 

opening of Colonia Solana name Van der Vries as the master 

of ceremonies of the dinner dance festivities for 125 

guests at the Tucson Golf and Country Club, which was 

hosted by Tucson Realty and Trust. Although Country Club 

Realty was named as the developer of Colonia Solana, Harry 

Bryant was not mentioned in either article (Arizona Daily 

Star, March 16 and 17, 1928). 

The Articles of Incorporation of Country Club Realty, 

filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on May 27, 

1927 list Fred G. Nave and A. R. Conner as the 

incorporators. Nave and Conner were both with the law 

firm of Campbell and Conner in 1927. 

The Annual Report of Country Club Realty for 1928 and 

1929 names H. F. Bryant as President and Julius 

Kruttschnitt, Jr. as Secretary. (Kruttschnitt was named in 

the City Directory as President of American Smelter and 

Refining Co.; he also owned a major interest in a lead 

mine in Australia.) In 1930 Max A. Pooler was added as 
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Vice-President. (Pooler was listed in the City Directory 

as President of Tucson Gas and Electric.) 

By 1931, the last year for which an Annual Report was 

filed by Country Club Realty, Bryant and Pooler were 

listed as President and Secretary, with Tucson architect 

Roy Place named as Vice-President. 

The above information, together with conversations 

with Bill Barrow, formerly with Tucson Realty and Trust, 

leads this writer to the conclusion that Country Club 

Realty was a spin-off, possibly a subsidiary, of Tucson 

Realty, formed for the sole purpose of developing and 

marketing Colonia Solana as a real estate venture. 

Unfortunately, the business records of Ed Van der Vries 

and Harry Bryant, which would confirm this conclusion, no 

longer exist. 
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