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ABSTRACT 

This study describes the development of trade over 

the past one hundred years between Japan and New Orleans. 

In the past decade, Japan has become the major trading 

partner of New Orleans, which is the second largest port of 

the United States. A close look at the pre-Pacific War 

trade statistics, trade missions, shipping lines, and 

Cotton Exchange records reveals a passive attitude on the 

part of the New Orleans business community toward Japanese 

trade. The growth of trade was made possible largely by the 

initiative of the Japanese who actively promoted trade in 

cotton and scrap metal in the 1920's. 

The development of a flourishing trade between Japan 

and New Orleans has not been accompanied by a parallel 

increase in social and cultural relations. Althouch the 

economic life of these two parts of the world has been 

intimately connected—since the Pacific War there has been 

a close correlation between the economic recovery of Japan 

and the economic expansion and industrialization of the 

South—economic relations have been carried out in a social 

and cultural vacuum. Despite the city's reputation for its 

cosmopolitan spirit, the people of New Orleans, for the most 

part, have remained ignorant of Japanese history and 

culture. Judging from the paucity of courses on Asia in 

vi 
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the school system, the lack of interest in Japanese 

cultural events, and the continued existence of dis

criminatory laws against the Japanese, one is forced to 

conclude that thriving trade between Japan and New Orleans 

did not lead to greater cultural contact. 

This study suggests that long-standing racial 

prejudice against the Blacks in New Orleans was an 

important factor in defining relations with the Japanese. 

Just as the local trade with Blacks was carried on in a 

social and cultural vacuum, so Japanese traders were 

isolated from the social life of the city. Although trade 

has been historically one of the major vehicles for change, 

the lively Japanese trade at New Orleans has yet to 

challenge the social class system of that city. 



CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This study is a history of trade and cultural rela

tions at New Orleans with the Japanese. The Japanese trade 

has become very important to New Orleans, the second largest 

port of the United States. Since the middle of the 1960's 

Japan has been New Orleans' dominant trade partner. This 

study is the first historical work that deals with the 

Japanese-American relations in the New Orleans area. 

New Orleans has always shown an interest in Japan 

and a desire for trade with her since the days of Perry's 

Expedition in 1853. Until recent times, however, New 

Orleans did not play an active role in encouraging Japanese 

trade. Prior to the Pacific War, the Japanese took the 

initiative in overcoming the obstacles standing in the way 

of trade with New Orleans, such as distance, time, alien 

culture, and the lack of an active interest in Japanese 

trade on the part of the New Orleans people. The Japanese 

came, learned the language and the customs of the South, 

either hired members on the New Orleans Cotton Exchange or 

joined themselves, and made use of the local brokers. After 

the United States built the Panama Canal, the Japanese 

came in their own ships and entered into the "country trade" 

1 
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of the Gulf Coast and Latin America and also traded with 

Europe during the First World War. A trade boom occurred in 

the early twenties which the Japanese sustained, and this 

trade helped New Orleans and the South during the Depression 

Years of the 1930's. 

Since 1945 there has been such a phenomenal growth 

in trade between New Orleans and Japan that today Japan 

occupies the first position at New Orleans both in imports 

and exports. Grain, cotton goods, rice exports and steel 

goods, clay products, and plywood imports are among the 

important commodities traded in vast quantities between 

Japan and New Orleans. Among the major reasons that have 

contributed to this growth are: the active role of New 

Orleans businessmen in seeking and expanding the Japanese 

trade, the establishment of the International House which 

has provided a setting for frank discussions on trade, the 

exchange of New Orleans and Japanese trade missions, the 

establishment of the Foreign Trade Zone Number Two in New 

Orleans and a Port of New Orleans Office in Tokyo, the 

advertising of the port in the Japanese language, the 

conducting of trade in larger and swifter ships, and 

finally the potential offered by New Orleans' excellent 

location: both New Orleans businessmen and the Japanese 

have begun to take complete advantage of the barge traffic 

that flows over 18,000 miles of inland waterways. 
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Despite this growing trade with Japan and even 

despite the cosmopolitan character of New Orleans, cultural 

life in this thriving port city reflects only a small 

awareness of the Japanese. This study demonstrates that 

trade can grow without an equal growth in cultural rela

tions. What accounts for this absence of Japanese cultural 

and social interaction? Racism may be one answer. The long 

history of race problems in the South inevitably affected 

the attitudes of the white population of New Orleans in 

dealing with members of a non-Caucasian race. In addition, 

the Black population, comprising almost half of the New 

Orleans parish, has found it difficult to identify with 

Orientals who, in some cases, shared privileges of the 

whites that were denied to the Blacks. 

Beyond the problem of race, however, lies the 

enormous social chasm that divides the New Orleans upper 

classes from the Japanese businessman. Because social 

status in New Orleans is based on family name, length of 

time the family has lived in New Orleans, certain pre

scribed manners, and "proper connections," the Japanese 

could not possibly be assimilated into upper class social 

life. Yet, many of the old aristocratic families are the 

ones which own the large trading firms that deal with 

Japan. 

There are other reasons as well which explain the 

absence of social and cultural ties between the Japanese 
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and the people of New Orleans. Asian studies have been 

neglected in the high schools and colleges, the travel 

distance to Japan compared to Europe is much greater for 

the New Orleans tourist, the alien Japanese culture and 

difficult Jananese language stand in the way of genuine 

appreciation of Japan, and finally, the easy-going Latin 

lilt of the "sweet life" that pervades the atmosphere of 

New Orleans tends to discourage the kind of ambitious drive 

for knowledge of the world which characterizes the Japanese 

traveler abroad. 

The experience of the Japanese traders at New 

Orleans thus bears out the observation which C. R. Boxer 

made with regard to the European traders in East Asia: 

"Commercial and political intercourse are not of themselves 

sufficient to bring about far-reaching changes in the 

national way of life or outlook A parallel can 

in fact be drawn between the Asian view of the Westerners 

as barbarians in the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries and 

the New Orleans view of the Japanese as international 

"Niggers" in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Just 

as China tried to fit the Westerners into her traditional 

hierarchical social order, so, too, the people of New 

Orleans have tried to locate the Japanese in their own 

1. Charles Ralph Boxer, The Christian Century in 
Japan. 1549-1650 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1967), p. 188. 
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social "pecking order." The result is that genuine personal 

friendships and congenial social relationships between 

Japanese and New Orleanians have been virtually non

existent. Commercial relationships are for the most part 

limited to the "business at hand"; Japanese trade has been 

conducted in splendid economic isolation. 



CHAPTER 2 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE PORT OF NEW ORLEANS 

Before proceeding chronologically with the his

torical development of relations between Japan and New 

Orleans, it would be well to point out first the economic 

importance of the port of New Orleans historically in rela

tion to the other major ports of the United States. Second, 

attention should be drawn to how the Japanese trade, from 

its beginning in the last three decades of the nineteenth 

century, has increased to such a degree with the United 

States that it has now surpassed other nations that were 

once at the top. Finally, a similar comparison will be 

made between the development of Japanese trade and other 

leading nations at the port of New Orleans and the present 

day status of Japanese trade at the major ports of the 

United States. This will give a perspective and underline 

the significance and importance of the study, for few 

people in the United States or even in New Orleans are 

acquainted with the relationship in its present form or its 

historical development. "Few of us were aware of the 

enormous advance of the port's commerce with Japan during 

6 



7 

the past few years.This statement was written over fifty 

years ago, yet it could be written today in New Orleans with 

little apology. 

The national importance of the port of New Orleans 

for a good part of the nineteenth century is shown by the 

following two tables of statistics that deal in thousands of 

tons of cargo that came and went in the principal ports of 

2 
the United States. 

Imports • 

Year Total U.S.A. N.Y. Boston N.O. Charleston 

1821 846 170 160 81 49 

1830 1099 305 113 118 72 

1340 2289 545 245 255 60 

1850 4348 1145 478 349 96 

1860 8275 1973 718 632 126 

Exports : 

Year Total U.S.A. N.Y. Boston N.O. Charleston 

1821 888 168 130 74 64 

1830 1105 243 93 142 72 

1840 2353 408 181 350 105 

1850 4361 982 437 369 121 

1860 8789 1678 633 894 179 

1. New Orleans Times-Picayune, Roll B 523, December 
3, 1921, p. 8. 

2. Robert Greenhalgh Albion, The Rise of the New 
York Port (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1939, 1970), 
pp. 392-393. 
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These statistics show that New York has held first 

place in imports but Boston and New Orleans have fought for 

the second place. New Orleans barely overshadowed Boston 

in imports during the 1830's and drew close to Boston in the 

sixties. In exports New York also held first place while 

New Orleans maintained second place during the same period 

of time, only losing out to Boston during the 1850's. 

The entry of San Francisco on the ledgers of imports 

and exports was marked in 1850. San Francisco in 1850 

imported 130,000 tons of cargo and in 1860 it had climbed 

to 235,000 tons. While her exports for 1850 were 180,000 

3 tons, they grew to 351,000 tons in 1860. San Francisco was 

also the only American port that registered a Japanese ship 

in 1860.^ 

By 1895, New Orleans had recovered sufficiently from 

the aftermath of the Civil War to claim once more that she 

5 
was first among cotton markets of the world. New Orleans' 

growth as a commercial port continued in the early twentieth 

century so that in 1915, with 2,182 vessels calling with a 

gross tonnage of 6,423,648, she could once more claim to be 

3. Ibid. 

4. Ibid., p. 399. 

5. Progressive New Orleans: 1895 (New Orleans: 
Young Men's Business League, 1895), p. 38. 



the second port of the nation.^ In 1920 New Orleans did 

over a billion dollars worth of trade for the first time and 

7 continued to hold her importance as the second port. 

With the extensive development of large cotton farms 

in Texas in the 1920's and early 1930's, New Orleans in 1931 

lost her position as Number One cotton market to Houston, 

which handled 3,185,943 bales and Galveston with 2,295,412, 

while New Orleans with only 2,111,799 bales of cotton was 

ranked third. However, she continued to be the second port 

g 
in the nation. In the late 1960's, New Orleans still held 

this position according to dollar value of foreign commerce 

and tonnage of waterborne commerce. Over 4,500 ships a year 

brought 2.5 billion dollars worth of foreign trade to New 

Orleans and over 100 million tons of waterborne cargo passed 

over her wharves each year in the late decade of the 

sixties.9 

Japanese trade with the United States in the last 

decades of the nineteenth century rose gradually and 

6. Nineteenth Report of the Board of Commissioners 
of the Port of New Orleans Second Port U.S.A. (New Orleans, 
La. , 1915) , p. 11. 

7. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Secretary's Report, 
1920-1921 (New Orleans, La., 1921), p. 3. 

8. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Secretary's Report, 
1931-1932 (New Orleans, La., 1932), p. 4. 

9. Port of New Orleans Annual Directory, compiled 
by B. J. Smith (New Orleans, La., 1967), p. 4. 
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eventually the Japanese competed favorably with the United 

Kingdom and France, two countries which held dominant 

positions for many years not only nationally but also 

locally at New Orleans. The numbers shown in the following 

two tables of statistics represent millions of dollars."^ 

Imports i • 

Year U.K. France Japan 

1877 114 48 14 

1897 168 68 24 

1917 280 99 254 

1927 358 168 402 

1937 203 76 204 

1957 765 258 600 

Exports 
• 

Year U.K. France Japan 

1877 346 45 1 

1897 483 58 13 

1917 2009 941 186 

1927 840 229 258 

1937 536 165 289 

1957 1100 589 1231 

10. Historical Statistics of the United States, 
Colonial Times to 1957 . M.S. Bureau of the Census 
(Washington, D. C.: Department of Commerce, 1960), pp. 550, 
552. 
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These statistics show how the British dominated the 

trade with United States in the last three decades of the 

nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth 

century. The importance of the French trade during the same 

period was quite apparent but what stood out was the gradual 

development of the Japanese trade which before 1860 was non

existent. Beginning in the late 1870's it emerged slowly 

until the Japanese trade became a serious rival of the 

French ti'ade for the second place which Japan achieved in 

1917 in imports. Within another decade she replaced the 

British for first place in imports between 1927 and 1937. 

While in exports, the Japanese supplanted the French in 1927 

but only passed the British in 1957. 

Trade between Japan and the United States took such 

a leap in the decade of the sixties that by 1969, the 

bilateral trade had reached 8.3 billion dollars, approxi

mately three and one-half times greater than in 1960. 

"United States exports to Japan grew at an average annual 

rate of 14 per cent during the 10 year period, totaling $3.4 

billion in 1969, while imports from Japan increased annually 

by about 17 per cent, reaching a high of $4.8 billion in 

1969.""'"^ The statistics below show the percentage of trade 

11. United States Trade with Japan: 1960-1969 
(Washington, D. C.: United States-Japan Trade Council, 
1971), p. 1. 
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that was carried on between the United States and the United 

Kingdom. France, and Japan during the decade of the 

. .. 12 
sixties,. 

Imports: 

Year U. K. France Japan 

1960 6. 8% 2.7% 7.7% 

1969 5. 9% 2.3% 13. 5% 

Exports : 

1960 7. 5% 3.1% 7.1% 

1969 6. 2% 3.2% 9.2% 

The trade with Japan was only exceeded by the United 

States' trade with Canada, which in 1969 supplied the United 

States with 28.8% of its imports and took 24.1% of its 

13 exports. Despite the loss of records and documents or 

the incompleteness of those that do remain, there is none

theless sufficient evidence that does provide an adequate 

picture of the importance of the Japanese trade at New 

Orleans. 

In 1890 New Orleans exported 1,840,597 bales of 

cotton. The United Kingdom took 940,015 bales, France was 

second with 341,708 bales, and Japan bought 27,349 bales of 

12. Ibid. 

13. Ibid. 
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14 cotton. The United Kingdom continued to hold first place 

in 1899 by buying 846,183 bales from New Orleans and France 

was second with a purchase of 323,023 bales. Exports to 

Mexico, Japan, and China were lumped under Continental trade 

with a total of 747,233 bales of cotton. The only break

down of the records offered was that 184,156 of those bales 

were sent to Japan and China from New Orleans via San 

15 
Francisco and Portland. Prior to the First World War, 

the United Kingdom had increased its purchase of New Orleans 

cotton to 3,000,000 bales, Germany was second with 1,756,000, 

and France was third with 1,130,000. Japan in that same 

year of 1911 had purchased only 350,000 bales of cotton in 

New Orleans.1^ 

By 1915 the major United States ports that had 

17 
substantial trade relations with Japan were as follows: 

Imports: 

Washington Ports $31,278,109 

San Francisco $28,043,492 

14. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Secretary's Report. 
1889-1890 (New Orleans, La., 1890), p. 2. 

15. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Secretary's Report, 
1898-1899 (New Orleans, La., 1899), p. 2. 

16. Merchants' Trade Index. Vol. 23, November 1911 
(New Orleans, La., 1911), p. 21. 

17« Merchants' Trade Index. Vol. 26. May 1915 
(New Orleans, La., 1915), p. 5. 
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New Orleans 

New York $16,940,081 

$ 85,005 

Exports: 

New York 

Washington Ports 

San Francisco $19 ,826,644 

$14,562,361 

$ 7,017,615 

New Orleans ? 

Although there was no record of the export value for 

New Orleans in the above list, there were records for the 

next fiscal year, which was between July 1, 1915, and June 

30, 1916. During this period, New Orleans exported goods 

valued at $66,498,832 to the United Kingdom which held first 

place, $32,146,574 worth of goods for France which held 

second place, and $235,439 worth of goods to Japan which 

held the thirty-second place in importance at the port of 

18 New Orleans. 

New Orleans in 1920 with the purchase of 17,942,550 tons of 

goods, compared to Japan with only 80,849 tons. However, 

there was a shift of major importance in the trade of New 

Orleans for she had continued to ship cotton to the West 

Coast and in 1920, the United Kingdom had bought only 

355,241 bales of cotton, France had purchased 79,198 bales, 

18. Merchants' Trade Index. Vo1. 28. September 1916 
(New Orleans, La., 1916), p. 28. 

The United Kingdom continued to hold first place at 
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while cotton bales for Japan and China had soared to 735,854 

19 
in 1920. 

Cotton was the major export commodity for New 

Orleans prior to the Second World War. By 1935, cotton 

represented about 49% of the total value of exports through 

20 
the port. Records are either lacking or defective in 

either tonnage, value, or percentages for the port of New 

Orleans during this period; however, the cotton trade does 

furnish a good index of the trade relations between New 

Orleans and foreign nations. In 1938, the United Kingdom 

was once more win first place with a purchase of 1,636,118 

bales of cotton, Germany was second with 911,507 bales, and 

Japan was third with 712,190 bales. However, in 1939, Japan 

took first place with 904,280 bales, while Germany kept the 

second place with 504,952 bales and the United Kingdom 

dropped to the third position in cotton purchased at New 

21 Orleans with 485,800 bales. 

The post-Second World War trade statistics of New 

Orleans paralleled the national statistics in the rise of 

19. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Secretary's Report, 
1920-1921 . p. 3. 

20. The New Orleans Exchange Diamond Jubilee 1871-
1946 (New Orleans, La., 1946), p. 21. 

21. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Annual Report, 
August 1, 1939 (New Orleans, La., 1939), p. 6. 
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the Japanese trade. The port of New Orleans statistics for 

22 
1957 serve as a good example. 

Imports: 

1. West Germany $24,324,654 

2. United Kingdom $13,073,689 

3. France $ 7,144,046 

4. Japan $ 6,963,074 

Exports: 

1. West Germany $106,700,897 

2. Japan $101,402,059 

3. United Kingdom $ 80,258,029 

4. France $ 32,384,365 

These statistics show the rapid recovery of West 

Germany and Japan from the destruction of the Second World 

War and also the comparative strength of the United Kingdom 

and France who for over a century dominated the trade at New 

Orleans. The statistics ten years later show their relative 

position and the dominance of Japan by 1967 at the port of 

New Orleans. ̂  

22. Port of New Orleans Statistics. January-
December 1957 (New Orleans, La.: Commerce Department, 
1957), passim. 

23. Import-Export Statistics Port of New Orleans, 
La.. 1967 (New Orleans, La.: Department of Commerce, 1967), 
passim. 
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Imports: 

1. Japan $103,726,176 

2. West Germany $ 51,006,140 

3. United Kingdom $ 31,652,837 

4. France $ 17,623,697 

Exports: 

1. Japan $120,295,554 

2. West Germany $ 84,828,224 

3. United Kingdom $ 72,099,811 

4. France $ 32,506,365 

This chapter may be concluded with a set of statis

tics that show the extent of Japanese trade in millions of 

dollars and percentages at various major ports of the United 

24 
States in 1969. 

Imports: 

Percentage 
of trade 

1. New York $1,284.0 26.5% 

2. Los Angeles $1,128.8 23.3% 

3. San Francisco $ 392.7 8.1% 

4. Seattle $ 209.4 4.3% 

24. United States Imports from Japan: 1969 
(Washington, D. C.: United States-Japan Trade Council, 
19 70), p. 8; United States Exports from Japan: 1969 
(Washington, D. C.: United States-Japan Trade Council, 
1970), p. 8. 



5. New Orleans 

6. Houston 

7. Boston 

8. San Diego 

9. Charleston, S. C. 

Exports: 

1. San Francisco 

2. New York 

3. New Orleans 

4. Los Angeles 

5. Seattle 

6. Houston 

7. San Diego 

8. Boston 

9. Charleston, S. C. 

$ 189.5 

$ 165.9 

$ 120.6 

$ 33.1 

$ 21.8 

$681.2 

$559.6 

$427.0 

$379.8 

$290.6 

$ 75.2 

$ 21.6 

$ 16.3 

$ 7. 7 

3.9% 

3.4% 

2.5% 

0.7% 

0.4% 

Percentage 
of trade 

19.7% 

16.2% 

12.3% 

11.0% 

8.4% 

2 . 2 %  

0. 6% 

0. 5% 

0. 2% 

At the beginning of the decade of the seventies, 

New Orleans ranked second in importance among the ports o 

the United States, a position she has held for a good 

portion of the commercial history of the country. The 

Japanese trade was in first position both in imports and 

exports at New Orleans. Nationally, her Japanese trade 

ranked fifth in imports and third in exports. 



CHAPTER 3 

NEW ORLEANS AND JAPAN IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

There was very little known about Japan in New 

Orleans before the Perry Expedition. The earliest account 

of Japan published in New Orleans was a naval officer's 

letter in the Times-Picayune. Publication of interesting 

letters was a common practice of the day, especially letters 

from other parts of the country and from abroad. The 

anonymous officer, who signed himself S, an officer of the 

Expedition, stated that the purpose of the Perry Expedition 

in which he was serving: "During our sojourn in the regions 

of Japan our squadron will be subject to the orders of Com. 

Perry. So you see we will not only tend to facilitate 

navigation and commerce, in this way, but aid and abet in 

driving a trade with his Japanic Majesty. 

A half-dozen articles published in New Orleans in 

the spring of 1853 drew from both French and English 

journalism in an attempt to furnish some background and 

perspective to the impending expedition. A detailed 

account of the various attempts made by the Russians to 

initiate commercial traffic with Japan and the favor of the 

British journals towards the policy of the United States in 

1. Times-Picayune. Roll B 33, January 12, 1853. 

19 



20 

her "attempt to bring the Japanese to a sense of duty they 

owe to the great nations of the earth," were among the 

justifying reasons offered to Orleanians justifying the 

expedition.^ 

Interest in the Japanese Expedition was maintained 

by the newspapers throughout the year of 1853 by naming and 

describing the ships that were part of the Expedition and 

plotting their sea voyages from the eastern seaports of the 

United States to East Asia. Any Orleanian who had kept up 

with the news coverage of the Expedition realized that at 

the beginning of May 1853 the ships of the task force were 

strung out along the seas with the Vincennes. Porpoise. 

John Hancock, and the J. Fennimore Cooper at Norfolk, 

Virginia, and ready to sail across the South Atlantic while 

at the same time Perry, aboard the Mississippi. had left 

Ceylon to rendezvous with the expedition fleet at Macao, 

China.^ 

Interest in Japan lagged during the summer months of 

1853 because of the lack of news, but concern of Japan was 

revived in the fall with a hint that "the Japanese authori

ties have assured Com. Perry that they will open the commerce 

4 of the island next spring." Consequently, the spring of 

2. Ibid., March 6, 1853. 

3. Times-Picayune. Roll B 39, May 9, 1853. 

4. Times-Picayune. Roll 41, October 30, 1853. 
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1854 was filled with expectation for news from Perry in East 

Asia. However, it was late spring and summer was already in 

New Orleans when the long-awaited news reached the delta 

city. The news was dated June 9 at New York and was printed 

that same evening in New Orleans. "Commodore Perry's visit 

to Jeddo was successful. He obtained similar advantages for 

this country as those which had been previously obtained by 

Russia. The ports are to be opened for one year. 

With the first news and confirmation of a successful 

mission by Perry, a sense of achievement and pride was 

mirrored in the news reports and editorials of the City's 

papers. The German paper printed a letter dated the twelfth 

of April, from Hong Kong, which opened with: "The important 

and interesting report which we have received with this post 

is the authentic report of the successful negotiations 

between Commodore Perry and Japan, and there is all reason 

at hand to be had that we in a short space will have details 

of the treaty concerning the opening of Japanese ports 

. . . .The letter mentioned the date of the treaty as 

signed near Jeddo on the twenty-seventh of March and that 

the Saratoga would sail soon for Panama in order to dispatch 

5. Times-Picayune, Roll 43, June 9, 1854. Actually, 
the Russians had not been granted any privileges nor were 
the Japanese ports to be opened for trade. See Hugh Borton, 
Japan's Modern Century (New York: The Ronald Press Company, 
1955), p. 37. 

6. Die Tagliche Deutsche Zeitung. Original, June 
20, 1854. 
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the important report to Washington. The German newspaper 

with this letter had scooped the news of Perry's success. 

It was only on June 22 that the other papers confirmed the 

successful expedition of Perry. 

Interest in Japan was stimulated by the press's 

reaction to the American accomplishment. The Washington 

correspondent of Le Courrier de la Louisianne boasted that 

"Yankee energy, enterprise and impudence have at length 

triumphed over the intolerant exclusiveness of the 'inside 

7 Barbarians.1" He extolled the United States for accomplish

ing in a year what other European powers had failed to do in 

a century or more and expressed the opinion that the treaty 

was for the benefit of the United States and the United 

States alone. 

L'Abeille de la Nouvelle Orleans on June 22 men

tioned Kanagawa as the site of the discussions and what 

occurred there. Not to be outdone, the German paper printed 

a detailed account of certain days of Perry's mission and 

the reception of the gifts by the Japanese. There was a 

delightful description of Japanese shyness giving way to 

unmitigated enjoyment and a squabble for places on the 

0 
circular railroad and in listening to the telegraph. 

7. Le Courrier de la Louisianne. Roll 47, June 22, 
1854. 

8. Die Tagliche Deutsche Zeitunq, Original, June 
22, 1854. 
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In the weeks that followed certain aspects and 

implications of the American success were discussed. A good 

example was a reprint of an essay entitled: "Fillmore, 

Perry and Japan," which had been printed first in the 

Louisville Journal. The whole country was congratulated and 

there was an appeal that "our countrymen, not as a partisan, 

but as a friend of justice, to remember with gratitude those 

by whose foresight and energy the great achievement has been 

wrought. The glory of the Fillmore administration is 

9 
destined to increase and brighten in the lapse of years." 

New Orleans found it hard to hide its partisanship towards 

the Democratic Party, but it did share in the proud boast 

that "the Russian squadron had twice in February gone to 

Nagasaki and labored in vain to bring about a treaty for 

opening of Japanese port stations. The diplomacy of Yankee 

seamen has won the palm of victory. 

First Reports Concerning the Japanese 

The image of Japan that emerged in the second half 

of the nineteenth century in New Orleans was based for almost 

three decades on second-hand accounts. These were valuable 

for they were a preparation for the first direct encounter 

of New Orleans with the Japanese in 1884 and the accounts 

Times-Picayune. Roll 43, June 30, 1854. 

10. Die Tagliche Deutsche Zeitung, Original, July 
19, 1854. 
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reveal the image of Japan held by New Orleans in the 

nineteenth century. 

The initial child-like reaction of the Japanese to 

the new objects brought by the Americans has already been 

noted but a balanced view was offered by the keen insight 

of a Southerner concerning the mercantile talent of the 

northern merchant in relation to his Japanese counterpart. 

Give Brother Jonathan the right to go into a 
country, and his natural spirit of gain or 
inquisitiveness will aid him in obtaining very 
rapidly a knowledge of all that is worth knowing 
of it. We rather think, however, that he will 
find his match in the Japanese, who, it would ^ 
seem, are as keen Yankees as any breed down East. 

The 1860's had hardly started when New Orleans 

received the news of a Japanese mission being sent to 

Washington from Edo. The closest the mission came to the 

city was as it sailed on the frigate Roanoke between 

Aspinwall, Mexico, and New York and passed south of New 

Orleans in the Gulf of Mexico. However, the coverage of 

the Japanese was such that a sharper image of the Japanese 

was made possible to any Orleanian who took the time to 

follow the wide coverage that was offered by the various 

newspapers in the city. 

The Japanese who stepped off the Karin Maru at San 

Francisco in April of 1369 were described as "very intelli

gent and good looking men, much superior in personal 

11. Le Courrier de la Louisianne. Roll 48, July 8, 
1854. 
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appearance to the Chinese, and seemed to enjoy all they saw, 

12 but still evinced a good deal of Indian stoicism." The 

members of the Japanese mission were pictured as having very 

clean habits, not bothersome, and many of them making 

considerable progress in learning English. What they had 

brought along was depicted in glowing terms. Cabinets and 

dressing cases were beautiful beyond description. "The 

porcelain ware displayed consists of articles not only rare 

and beautiful, but of great practical utility which, indeed 

may be said of many other goods in this extensive collec

tion. . . . These articles, it is needless to say, are 

13 
faultless in structure and coloring." 

The personal observations of the Picayune's 

correspondent at Aspinwall on the isthmus was quite differ

ent. He believed the Japanese were the most villainous 

looking men in the world, a bit more intelligent than the 

Chinese but not as good physically. He described them as 

having high cheekbones like the American Indian, big mouths, 

very bad teeth, and sallow complexion. Their dress was in 

extremely bad taste, no tailor would make money copying their 

dress. "They seem to lack entirely the dignity of the 

Indian delegations that sometime visit Washington and there 

12. Times-Picayune. Roll 71, April 10, 1860. 

13. Ibid.. May 5, 1860. 
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is not one among them that would be classed in a menagerie 

14 
as much superior to the monkey tribe." 

As if to counteract such adverse opinions, the views 

of Commander Tatnall of the East Indian Squadron were made 

known. Speaking of Simme-Bujen-no-Kami, the chief prince of 

the embassy, Tatnall ranked him as a man of experience, 

accomplishment, and manners worthy of a gentleman anywhere 

in the world. All the envoys were finished gentlemen, they 

were not as fine looking as the Japanese men generally are 

for the simple reason that they were picked for intelligence, 

15 
rank, and ability to observe, not appearance. 

A letter by Lieutenant Brooke of the United States 

Navy, who hac sailed as an adviser on the Karin Maru, was 

published in New Orleans. Brooke rated the Japanese 

officers as good observers who used their chronometers and 

lunar observations well. "The engineers are competent, and 

the watch officers, with practice, will acquire skill in 

16 their profession." The rest of the letter gave a good 

account of Manjiro who was an adviser on the Karin. He had 

been shipwrecked eighteen years before and rescued by 

Captain Whitfield and had lived six years in the Atlantic 

States. Manjiro had received the rudiments of education, 

14. Ibid.. May 13, 1860. 

15. Ibid.. May 13, 1860. 

16. Ibid.. April 19, 1860. 
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worked on whaling ships and in the California gold fields. 

He went back to the Sandwich Islands and later with a whale 

boat, sextant, chronometer, and two Japanese he returned to 

Japan. There, Manjiro translated a good part of Bowditch's 

Navigator into Japanese. 

Manjiro had impressed Lieutenant Brooke as a 

dedicated man who had the interest of his country at heart 

and was well aware of the difference that existed between 

his native Japan and the rest of the world he had seen and 

yet Manjiro did not want to do anything that would com

promise him in his native land. In the person of Manjiro, 

New Orleans was offered a good example of Japanese tenacity, 

patriotism, ability, and willingness to learn. 

The Japanese mission of 1860 was big news. The 

speed with which the Shogunate established contact was 

amazing when one considers Japan's history of seclusion 

17 
previous to this. "The press reception to the Japanese 

visitors was overwhelmingly favorable. Their activities 

18 
were given full treatment in newspapers and magazines." 

New Orleans was no exception to the interest and goodwill 

manifested towards the Japanese delegation. 

17. Hikomatsu Kamikawa and Michiko Kimura, Japan-
American Diplomatic Relations in the Meiji-Taisho Era 
(Tokyo: Pan-Pacific Press, 1958), p. 48. 

18. William L. Neumann, America Encounters Japan 
from Perry to MacArthur (Baltimore: The John Hopkins Press, 
1963), p. 30. 
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While the Japanese embassy furnished New Orleans 

with her first occasion to study them at closer quarters 

and to share in the reaction of fellow Americans to the 

Japanese as persons and weigh their habits and social 

customs, news continued to cross the Pacific and helped New 

Orleans to gradually obtain a sharper picture of Japan than 

the blurred image she had of the island kingdom in the 

1850's. Except for a few facts and issues, it is possible 

to reconstruct almost entirely from the newspapers of the 

period in New Orleans the salient facts that led to the 

downfall of the House of Tokugawa and the circumstances 

surrounding the Meiji Restoration. 

The embassy of the Japanese was still in the United 

States when the hostility of the nobles of the various han 

in Japan had already been reported. The reasons given were 

that the nobles were "jealous of the freedom of foreigners 

while their revenue is shorn of half its worth, as silk, 

tea, oil, and the necessities of life have since the 

19 
ratification of the treaties, doubled their value . . . ." 

Animosity was not too great outside of Kyoto but even the 

Dutch who had enjoyed a monopoly up till then had begun to 

feel the hostility. 

The reasons for the unrest in Japan were ascribed to 

the assassination of Ii Naosuke, who had been the head of 

19. Times-Picayune. Roll 71, June 7, 1860. 
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the Shogunal Government and the death of the old tycoon. 

The new government was opposed to foreign intercourse and 

advocated anything short of breaking the treaty. "Their 

opposition, at the head of which is Prince Mito, is reported 

as being as strong as the present Government, and insurrec-

20 
tion is momentarily expected." Edo and the houses leading 

into it were described as armed camps. Foreigners were 

warned not to go out after dark and be armed at all times. 

Internal Conflict Both in Japan 
and New Orleans 

Both Japan and the United States were on the eve of 

a major internal turmoil. The South, and New Orleans as its 

largest city, would soon be plunged into the bloody conflict 

of the Civil War which was to last for four years. New 

Orleans was captured on April 29, 1862, by the Union Army 

and was forced to sit out the rest of the war as a "prisoner" 

of the North. What this meant in terms of New Orleans' 

relation with Japan was that the news could still come to 

the city from the West Coast and any interested Orleanian 

could keep abreast with some of the steps that led up to the 

Meiji Restoration. 

A letter of a Rev. M. Brown, a missionary in Japan, 

furnished the details of the demands by the English for the 

murder of Mr. Richardson who had been cut down by a Satsuma 

20. Ibid.. June 13, 1860. 



30 

Samurai who thought he had not shown proper respect for his 

daimyo. Brown felt that the American Minister was trying to 

persuade the Shogunate at Edo to pay the money demanded, for 

the daimyo of "Satazma, he is one of the most powerful and 

wealthy princes of the country. It is said that he can 

21 
easily bring one hundred thousand troops into the field." 

He has great wealth because he has been trading with China 

illegally through the Loochoo Islands which belong to him 

but now "he is chagrined that the opening of the ports does 

not increase his own revenue, but rather diminishes it as 

compared with that of the Taikun, who is greatly enriched 

thereby."^ 

The British used the settlement of the indemnity as 

an opportunity for seeking an audience with the emperor in 

Kyoto, who would sanction an inviolate treaty, So it took 

New Orleans nine years from the opening of Japan by Perry 

to come to the knowledge that the Shogunate was not supreme, 

that feudal armies existed and that a spiritual emperor 

lived in Kyoto. Before New Orleans could fathom the 

implications of the new knowledge, news came of the bombard

ment of the Straits of Shimonoseki by Choshu Han and the 

retaliation by the British. However, in September of 1863, 

the shell fire on the Straits of Shimonoseki had to compete 

21. Times-Picayune. Roll 81, September 3, 1863. 

22. Ibid. 



for the attention of the Orleanian with that of Chicamauga 

and the siege guns of Charleston. 

Orleanians were reminded that the acts of war had 

been done by the diamyo of the House of Mori who ruled 

Choshu Han, which was not the most powerful of the hans. 

Mori was injured but not vanquished, he held batteries on 

the north side of the Straits, there were heavy batteries 

on the south side belonging to another diamyo. If these 

began to fire on foreign vessels, the Straits would be 

23 
impassable. 

About the middle of November of 1863, news of the 

British fleet's bombardment of Kagoshima, the castle town 

of the powerful Satsuma Han, was received in New Orleans and 

the city was left with the smoking ruins of Kagoshima, for 

24 
there was no follow up about the conditions in Japan. 

The main reason was that too many Southern cities were in 

smoking .ruins. A check of the Picayune between March 8, 

1865, and June 22, 1865, revealed only two short references 

25 to Japan. The Confederacy was in its death throes, the 

papers were filled with war news close to New Orleans, the 

surrender of Lee at Appomattox, assassination of Lincoln, 

and the beginning of Reconstruction. 

23. Ibid., October 15, 1863. 

24. Ibid., November 11, 1863. 

25. Times-Picayune, Roll B 84, March 8-June 22, 
1865. 
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The fall of 1868 was a turbulent time both for Japan 

and New Orleans. It was a period that witnessed the solu

tion to problems that both had experienced since the decade 

had begun and the creation of new problems that would 

plague both of them into the twentieth century. Choshu and 

Satsuma, once bitter enemies, had each tried to restore the 

emperor by itself but ultimately realized they needed each 

other and joined by Tosa and Hizen Hans, they spearheaded 

the restoration of the emperor by defeating the Tokugawa's 

forces at Fushimi and Toba in January of 1868. Edo 

surrendered in May of the same year. Late in October of 

1868, New Orleans learned that the emperor had decreed that 

Edo was to be called Tokyo and its port would be opened to 

2 5 foreigners in the near future. The bans of southern Japan 

had achieved their end, the emperor was in Tokyo, but their 

dissension was obvious to reporters in New Orleans. 

"Isthumo has gained such advantages over Tosa and Higa as 

27 to reduce them almost to submission." This referred to 

the triumph of the house of Shimazu of Satsuma Han over Tosa 

and Hizen Hans. Enough of the newspaper coverage in the 

decade of the 1860's has been presented to show chat New 

Orleans not only continued her interest in Japan but that 

26. Times-Picayune. Roll B 100, October 22, 1868. 

27. Times-Picayune, Roll B 101, January 26, 1869c 
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the knowledge of the island empire also grew and was more 

sharply defined. 

First Direct Contact 

The first direct contact between Japan and New 

Orleans occurred in the late fall of 1884 at the World's 

Fair, held in New Orleans. Prior to this, the only contact 

had been in 1860 when Mrs. Slidell had given a Japanese 

soiree in Washington, D„ C„ , for the Japanese Mission 

28 
visiting the nation's capital. It would seem that she 

had the honor of being the first of a long line of 

Orleanians and Louisianians who have entertained Japanese 

both publicly and privately. 

The World's Fair provided the Crescent City with a 

first-hand encounter with the people and culture of Japan. 

The Japanese were afforded an excellent opportunity to dis

play their wares once more and in a section of the United 

States not yet penetrated by them. Japan was adequately 

represented both in the wares and men she sent to staff her 

display. 

A journalist from Iowa named Fairall described the 

Japanese cups "as light and airy as a soap bubble, glowing 

with aesthetic harmonies of color; the magnificent flower 

vase or mantle ornament, in the form, perhaps of some object 

28. Times-Picayune. Roll 71, June 6, 1860. 
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29 devoted in times past to religious uses." He was of the 

opinion that an inner glimpse of the soul of Japan was being 

offered to all who saw her display. Fairall concluded the 

section dealing with Japan with the comment that the 

Japanese exhibit had been the frequent subject for both 

artists and newsmen. 

Lafcadio Hearn, who was both a prose writer and a 

journalist, reported before the opening of the Exposition 

that "the Japanese exhibit is being arranged and the opening 

of each box or barrel develops wonderfully interesting and 

attractive articles that give an idea of the ingenuity and 

30 
skill of the Japanese." They had sent a hundred and 

seventy packages, all of which helped the Japanese to have 

one of the largest exhibitions among the foreign countries. 

Takamine and Tamari, who were in charge of the Japanese 

31 
display, made use of a space of about 50 by 140 feet. 

Within this area there were displays from the educational, 

public works, and agricultural departments of the Japanese 

Government. Two commercial firms, the Nippon Mercantile 

Company of Tokyo which dealt principally in porcelain goods 

29. Herbert S. Fairall, The World's Industrial and 
Cotton Centennial Exposition—New Orleans 1884-1885 (Iowa 
City: n.p., 1885), p. 394. 

30. The Times-Democrat. Roll 18, December 10, 1884, 
p. 3. 

31. Times-Picayune. Roll 180, December 14, 1884. 
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and the Meison Kaisha of Kyoto which displayed chinaware and 

Japanese curiosities, rounded out the Japanese exhibition. 

Next to the display of porcelains and ceramics, the 

educational exhibit of the Japanese drew the most attention. 

Textbooks both in Japanese and European languages were 

presented along with excellent engineering models made by 

Japanese students which showed their grasp of Western 

technology. Hearn thought the educational display would be 

a school for teachers. "To the student of the United States 

it opens a new field for thought and investigation; to the 

learned it affords the opportunities of deep and practical 

research; to the ordinary individual who gathers a piece of 

information here and there, it is a revelation that is 

32 
instructive, beautiful and mysterious." 

Despite the enthusiasm for the Japanese wares, the 

significance of the Exposition in terms of promoting trade 

between Japan and New Orleans was negligible. Charleston, 

South Carolina, was the first Southern port to profit from 

the fair at New Orleans. This was the result of Dr. Jokichi 

Takamine, who was in charge of the Japanese exhibition. As 

a member of the Japanese Bureau of Industry, he attended the 

South Carolina exhibit on the agricultural value of phos

phates. The South Carolina exhibitor told Takamine that if 

an ingredient used in the manufacture of fertilizers could 

32. Times-Democrat. Roll 19, January 3, 1885, p. 3. 
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be found in Japan, then it would give the Japanese ships a 

cargo to be sold in Charleston for the rock phosphate. 

Takamine gave two samples of fish scraps from the Japanese 

exhibit, and they were analyzed by a state chemist and found 

to be superior to the Carolina brand which had the value of 

$24 per ton, whereas the Japanese brand had a $31 per ton 

33 value. Consequently, m terms of promotion of trade 

between Japan and the South, Charleston, not New Orleans, 

profited immediately from the fair. However, in terms of 

goodwill between the two areas, New Orleans did receive a 

major share of the warm feeling that was generated by the 

exhibition. 

This was due not only to the beautiful and interest

ing displays sponsored by the Japanese but also to the 

personnel that Japan sent to display her wares. The 

courtly manners of the Japanese gentlemen reassured the 

most timid that they felt pleased at the interest manifested 

34 
by the inquiring visitor. For example, Dr. Takamine was 

a man of ability who had traveled and studied in England and 

Scotland. While in New Orleans, Takamine met Caroline 

Hitch, descendent of one of the oldest families in the city; 

33. Times-Democrat. Roll 21, May 9, 1885, p. 3. 

34. Times-Democrat. Roll 19, February 16, 1885, 
p. 3. 
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he fell in love, married her, and took her back to Japan 

with him.^ 

Takamine returned to the United States in 1890 to 

"apply in the distilling industry the starch digesting 

enzyme Takadiaste that he had developed. In 1901 he 

isolated adrenalin from the suprarenal gland, which earned 

3 6 for him an international reputation." He died in New York 

in 1922 at the age of 68 with fame and fortune. "He was 

survived by his widow, the one-time belle of New Orleans, 

and two sons, Jokichi and Eben, both successful directors of 

37 chemical plants established by their illustrious father." 

Ichizo Hattori was in charge of the educational 

section of the Japanese exhibition. He had studied at 

Rutgers College and Yale University and was a professor at 

the University of Tokyo and served as Chief Commissioner for 

Japanese education. Teachers who visited his display area 

were eager to listen to Hattori's clear explanation of the 

various models and literature on display. 

Hattori did not exclude himself from the role of a 

student. He checked all the exhibits and noted any idea 

35. Bradford Smith, Americans From Japan (Phila
delphia: J. B. Lippincott, 1948), p. 371. 

36. Clay Lancaster and Walton H. Rawls, The 
Japanese Influence in America (New York: Twayne Publishers, 
Inc. , 1963) , p. 256. 

37. Lafcadio Hearn in New Orleans (New Orleans: 
Lafcadio Hearn Society of New Orleans and the Japan Insti
tute, Inc. of New York, 1941), p. 20. 
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that was superior to what Japan was doing at that time. 

However, he did stress that Japan did not have so much to 

learn as Americans tended to think in the way of education. 

Hattori had noticed that Europeans and Americans were 

accustomed to think of the Japanese as vastly inferior to 

themselves, but "we are determined that they shall soon lose 

that impression and acknowledge us as equals. Japan is very 

little known in this part of America, and there is but 

little commerce between my country and the Southern States 

38 of America." Hattori participated in the International 

Congress of Education that met at the end of February of 

1885 in New Orleans and the occasion provided him with 

another opportunity to create a favorable impression for his 

39 
country. 

The fact stands that in 1884-1885, the Japanese came 

to New Orleans and were well received. In the middle of 

March of 1885, for example, there appeared on the register 

of the prestigious St. Charles Hotel the name of S. Hayashi 

of Japan, but no mention was made of his business in town 

40 
nor how long he remained. It is significant that an 

Oriental was allowed to stay at a first class hotel in New 

Orleans where much was made of one's race. 

38. Times-Democrat, Roll 19, January 4, 1885, 
p. 7. 

39. Ibid., February 28, 1885, p. 5. 
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Japan enjoyed good press relations in New Orleans 

during the fair, especially when she is compared to other 

nations, for example, France, England, or China. Part of 

this may be accounted for by the "newness" of Japan's entry 

into the family of nations, but in great part that Japan was 

so well advertised was due to Lafcadio Hearn of the Times-

Democrat. 

Lafcadio Hearn 

The number of articles that Hearn wrote in the 
i 

winter and spring of 1885 give evidence that he frequented 

the Japanese exhibit and that it was the source of much of 

his thinking and writing. He remarked that for him, "going 

over into the Japanese Department is like stepping into some 

41 
happy region overflowing with richness and elegance." 

Hearn attempted through his writings to share his enthusiasm 

for Japan with his New Orleans readers. 

Just how many people read his articles is hard to 

surmise for there are no extant records of circulation for 

the Times-Democrat. The Times-Picayune, which took over 

from the Times-Democrat, has records of circulation only 

from 1915. New Orleans had a population of about 216,000 

42 according to the census of 1880. According to the census 

41. Times-Democrat. Roll 19, January 3, 1885, p. 3. 

42. Frederick B. Kniffen, Louisiana Its Land and 
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of 1850, she had a population of 119,460 of which 9,961 were 

43 free Negroes and 18,068 were slaves. Some of the Negroes, 

both free and slave, knew how to read and write but 

probably only a very small number of them took the Times-

Democrat. Neither was literacy among the whites very high 

in the South at the time, so one could estimate the circula

tion at about 5,000, if that much, if one remembers that 

there were three or four other competing papers in New 

Orleans in 1880. 

Although the readership of the Times-Democrat was 

small, Lafcadio Hearn's name was well known to the residents 

of New Orleans. He was admired for his highly polished and 

scholarly contributions and his ability as a translator of 

French literature. One literary critic estimated that Hearn 

44 
was "known in thousands of homes throughout the South. " 

Moreover, Hearn spread his love and interest of East Asia 

beyond the South by publishing for the national magazine 

Harper's Bazaar. He was able to describe for its readers 

his reaction to the foreign exhibits of the fair where the 

43. J. D. B. DeBow, Statistical View of the United 
States (Washington: Beverly Tucker Senate Printer, 1854), 
p. 248. 

44. Times-Democrat. Roll 16, July 6, 1884, p. 4. 
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gods of the extreme Orient and of the extreme Occident sat 

45 side by side. 

Judging from the many articles and books Hearn wrote 

both in New Orleans and later in Japan, the image of Japan 

that was presented to Orleanians was that of a country that 

was both beautiful and mysterious. This was how he himself 

had reacted both to his personal studies and his encounter 

with the oriental exhibits at the fair. Running parallel 

with and sometimes dominating Hearn's love of the beautiful 

that he found in Japan, was an interest in the mysterious, 

exotic, and macabre aspects of the country. Such works as 

Kwaidan and Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan emphasized Hearn's 

interests in this area yet, elsewhere he was able to see 

the emergence of the modern Japanese State. For example, he 

saw the paradox of the Chinese growing wealthy by not 

modernizing while Japan was growing poor building railroads, 

ironclads and telephones, and stringing up electric wire and 

lights. Yet this poverty of the Japanese would only be 

temporary, "for the mental superiority accorded them by many 

ethnologists will eventually manifest itself in grand 

46 
results. They are saving now that they may reap tomorrow." 

However, the main image of Japan that Hearn conveyed to New 

45. Lafcadio Hearn, "The New Orleans Exposition— 
Notes of a Curiosity-Hunter," Harper's Bazaar, Saturday, 
April 4, 1885, n.p. 

46. Times-Democrat. Roll 15, June 8, 1884, p. 4. 
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Orleans was the romantic one of cherry blossoms and kimonos, 

of mysterious rites in temples, exotic festivals, and ghost 

tales. 

The Crescent City accepted Hearn's image of Japan 

simply because there was no one else. Moreover he had read 

in translation on the subject of Buddhism, Oriental 

philosophy, Chinese and Japanese poetry, and had shown an 

affinity for East Asia which in turn had led him to write 

essays and books on the area. These, in the mind of New 

Orleans of the 18801s, were qualifications enough to give 

credence to what Hearn wrote on Japan. By modern standards, 

especially in the academic world, Hearn might not qualify 

but more qualified authorities did not exist in his day. 

In great part it was due to chance that New Orleans 

had Hearn when she did, for he had neither been reared by 

her, nor was she able to hold on to him. The lure that had 

brought him to New Orleans called him to Martinique and 

ultimately to Japan. New Orleans was incapable in the 

18801s of nurturing a Hearn for he was a cosmopolitan by 

birth and bent. 

Hearn was born on the island of Santa Maura in the 

Ionian Sea west of Greece. His father was an English-Irish 

army surgeon in the British army, and his mother was of 

47 Greek and Arab-Moorish ancestry. Hearn did not have much 

47. Lancaster and Rawls, Japanese Influence in 
America, p. 256. 
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of a home life and was raised by a grandaunt in Ireland. He 

came to the United States when he was nineteen years old and 

settled in Cincinnati with some relatives in 1869. 

In June 1875 Hearn married Mattie Foley, a mulatto, 

but after several months of housekeeping, they separated; 

48 however, it was long enough for her to bear a son by him. 

Hearn had a deep interest in the Negro and his culture as it 

was manifested to him in the song, dance, and story that 

revealed to him the Negro's joyful inhibitions and childish 

superstitions. In a letter that Hearn wrote to a Mrs. 

Freeman on May 8, 1876, he thanked her for a book which 

dealt with things oriental, "in which I have always felt 

interested enough to 'devour' with zest any work treating 

49 
upon them." 

Hearn left Cincinnati in October of 1877, stopped 

at Memphis, and continued on to New Orleans. Working for 

the New Orleans City Item provided Hearn with a work schedule 

that left him time to use the long golden afternoons to 

investigate the fascinating Creole life of the French 

Quarter, "which he ever preferred to the conventional uptown 

50 
Americanized districts." Hearn was more interested in the 

48. O. W. Frost, Young Hearn (Tokyo: Hokuse.ido 
Press, 1958), p. 139. 

49. Albert Mordell, Discoveries Essays on Lafcadio 
Hearn (Yokohama: Orient/West Inc., Publishers, 1964), p. 111. 

50. Lafcadio Hearn, Creole Sketches (Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1924), p. xxv. 
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humble lives of the landladies and the book-sellers, wash

women, Negroes, flowersellers, the cemeteries, quacks, 

and hoodlums. The Crescent City satisfied for a while 

Hearn's longong for the strange and exotic in his personal 

search for the beautiful, and the city also afforded him the 

evil, vile, and macabre facet of the exotic, for the city 

"had its unseemly side and furnished Hearn with material for 

articles about evils of child labor, police extortion, 

51 
vivisection, and lynching." Hearn was also attracted to 

the mysteries, cults, and rites surrounding the voodoo for 

it "appealed to his Oriental nature; but he gave up further 

52 
investigation as it was frought with many difficulties." 

Even while Hearn found enough in New Orleans to 

interest him, he continued to have an interest in East 

Asia, especially in its religion and literature, which has 

already been noted. Just when his interests began to be 

directed at Japan in particular is hard to say but there is 

evidence as early as 1881. In that year Hearn wrote in a 

notebook a rough draft of a letter of farewell to some women 

he loved. The pertinent passage reads: 

Yet the same moon shines upon us, and the same 
passing wind visits us both. And I think of the 
days we passed together. How happy we then were. 

51. Lancaster and Rawls, Japanese Influence in 
America, p. 258. 

52. Leon a Queyrouze 3arel, The Idyl: My Personal 
Reminiscence of Lafcadio Hearn (Tokyo: Hokuseido Press, 
1933), p. 6. 
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But the literature of Japan is becoming more 
popular in the Occident than that of China, rich 
as the latter is in legend, romance, poetry, 
history and philosophy.^3 

It seems to be the earliest known hint in writing 

that his interest had turned towards Japan where na would go 

nine years later. The first part of the passage reads 

almost like a Japanese haiku. The second part reveals what 

had attracted Hearn, namely legend, romance, poetry, history, 

and philosophy. He had found much in the Western tradition 

in each of these fields to stimulate his curiosity and 

thirst for the unfamiliar, the new and exotic. The 

prospects of what the Eastern tradition might offer were 

quite tantalizing for Hearn. Dr. Rudolph Matas, Hearn's 

friend and physician, believed that it was the Japanese 

exhibits and acquaintance with the Japanese staff that 

"roused his curiosity and great interest in Japan—an 

interest which a few years later became his all dominant 

54 
and absorbing passion." 

This passion and interest in Japan brought Hearn in 

the spring of 1890 to that country and by means of his 

writings, New Orleans continued to share his love and 

interest of Japan. A good example was a series of essays 

written in Japan and which were printed by the 

53. Meigs O. Frost, "When Lafcadio Hearn First 
Looked East," Times-Picayune, Roll 178, September 20, 1936, 
p. 3. 

54. Lafcadio Hearn in New Orleans, p. 20. 
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Times-Democrat in New Orleans on the four Sundays of 

February and March of 1892. Each article was about four and 

a half full-length columns with pictures and drawings to set 

off each article. Twice during the series, Hearn shared the 

page with another American essayist, Mark Twain, who also 

wrote copyrighted articles for the Times-Democrat. Hearn's 

articles were well written and described his impressions of 

Japan, his visits to the temples, the beauty of nature, the 

cemeteries, the Bon Odori dancers, and the gardens. The 

result was that for two months New Orleans received a first

hand report of Japan from one who had lived within her own 

streets and who had some idea of what her inhabitants would 

find of interest or different. 

In 1894 Hearn's two-volume work, Glimpses of 

Unfamiliar Japan, was published in the United States. In 

many respects its content was similar to the series that 

appeared in the Times-Democrat. but it went deeper and had 

a wider range. Hearn's next book, Kokoro. was published in 

1896—years ahead of a famous book with the same title by 

Natsume Soseki. In Hearn's Kokoro there were two direct 

references to New Orleans. Speaking of the recent Sino-

Japanese War, Hearn remarked about the many toy guns that 

were sold that made a popping noise when they discharged 

their cork by compressed air, the many toy swords, and 

countless tiny bugles, "the constant blowing of which 

recalled to me the tin-horn tumult of a certain New Year's 
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55 
Eve in New Orleans." Again when Hearn viewed the well-

ordered ugliness of the streets in the foreign concession of 

the open ports of Japan, he thought that the streets seemed 

as though they were made up of fragments of the Occident 

which by magic had been brought from Liverpool, Marseilles, 

or New Orleans.^ 

There does not seem to be any way of establishing 

how many people in New Orleans actually read his books on 

Japan or what was their reaction to them. However, from the 

evidence that Hearn was known to be in Japan and writing 

about that country and the interest shown in him at his 

death and years afterwards, it may be safely assumed that 

his books were read in New Orleans. 

In 1893 it was commonly believed in New Orleans that 

Hearn had mastered the Japanese language and was busy 

studying the religion and literature of Japan. The result 

was that "now and then a charming .nagazine article from his 

kaliedoscopic pen (appeared) in New Orleans, full of the 

strange exotic charm that had imbued his style and made it 

as entrancing as the spices and perfumes of the faraway 

Orient. 

55. Lafcadio Hearn, Kokoro (Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1896), p. 91. 

56. Ibid., p. 120. 

57. Sallie Land Jastremske, "Lafcadio Hearn," 
Louisiana Authors: Proceedings of a Round Table (Monroe: 
Evening News Print, 1893), p. 16. 
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On the occasion of Hearn1s death in September of 

1904, he was included with George W. Cable and Irwin Russell 

as "the three famous names which have come down to the 

present generation of readers as contemporary newspapermen 

58 of that time." Mention was made that Hearn, unlike 

Russell, had lived to enjoy his fame and "to the day of his 

59 
death he counted many New Orleans men his friends." It 

was recognized in New Orleans that "long before the world 

had heard of the wonderful strides of the Japanese, or 

expected it to become the wonderful country it is, Hearn 

was busy praising the nation and singing again the praises 

60 
of its people, its institutions and its art." 

Hearn had been able to divine the deep substratum of 

feeling and emotion that made up the Japanese personality. 

He appealed to this in both his teaching and writings and as 

a result, captured the admiration and loyalty of the 

Japanese. He became in some ways more Japanese than they 

and gave back to them their heritage at a time when many in 

haste had thrown it away. Hearn approached the Japanese 

with an aesthetic sensitivity rather than with a ruthless 

logic, and they have been grateful for his methodology. On 

the other hand, because of his approach, Hearn became "the 

58. Times-Picayune. Roll B 322, September 29, 
1904, p. 5. 

59. Ibid. 

60. Ibid. 
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most influential single contributor to the American stereo

type of romantic Japan. His rather precious sketches create 

an impression of Japan as tranquil, exotic, and ultimately 

unknowable. 

The significance of Hearn in regards to Japan-New 

Orleans relations lies in the fact that almost single-

handed he kept the continuity of the relations open between 

the end of the fair in 1885 and the beginning of direct 

trade. He did this by his own writings until his death in 

1904. Even after his death, Japan was kept before the eyes 

of New Orleans by articles written about him. Between 1906 

and 1929, ten articles were written concerning him and his 

adopted country, Japan. 

The image of Japan in the last two decades of the 

nineteenth century continued to be quite good in New 

Orleans. This was due largely to the press which was very 

sympathetic and favorable to Japan. For instance, there 

were about thirty editorials between July 18, 1894, and May 

8, 1895, which dealt directly with United States and 

Japanese relations, the Sino-Japanese War, and Japan's 

relationship with other European powers as a result of that 

war and its aftermath. They are all, except one that dealt 

61. Robert S. Schwantes, Japanese and Americans: 
A Century of Cultural Relations (New York: Harper and 
Brothers, 1955), p. 15. 

4 
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with the massacre of Chinese prisoners in the battle of Port 

Arthur, very favorable to Japan, most, exceedingly so. 

The position of one editorial was that since Japan 

had declared war formally, she could, after giving notice, 

blockade the Chinese ports, and if the ships of neutral 

powers attempted to run the blockade they must do so at their 

own risk. He realized that "nearly the entire foreign trade 

of China is done through the treaty ports; hence, if the 

trade of the country is to be attacked at all, it can only 

6 2 be done through a blockade of these ports." This position 

was rather startling considering the injury it would do to 

American commercial interests in China waters. 

At the beginning of September of 1894, reports were 

had that Japanese were fleeing from Shanghai. Two of them 

branded as spies had fled to the protection of the American 

Consulate but were subsequently turned over to the Chinese 

who executed them. An editorial in New Orleans recommended 

the punishment of the American consul for the cowardly and 

unjustifiable act. "After the occurrence at Shanghai, the 

pledge of the United States to protect Japanese subjects in 

China is a mockery and should be at once withdrawn, so that 

Japan may be able to secure the good office of some other 

6 3 
power." It would be hard to find an editorial as blunt 

p. 4. 

62. Times-Picayune. Roll 235, August 5, 1894, p. 4. 

63. Times-Picayune. Roll 236, September 7, 1894, 
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and favorable to Japan as what was written in New Orleans on 

this occasion. 

New articles aided in creating a benevolent feeling 

toward Japan. An example was the report that hundreds of 

letters had been received by the Japanese embassy in 

Washington, from all parts of the country of volunteers who 

wanted to fight against China. "One of the latest was from 

an ex-confederate at Greenville, Mississippi, offering to 

raise a battalion and even a regiment of men, if desired, 

64 at that place and New Orleans." 

Such a favorable attitude towards the Japanese by 

the New Orleans press was due to the goodwill of the earlier 

decades which had been built up and which continued to exert 

an influence. The good impression that the Japanese had 

made at the fair in 1884-1885 helped. Hearn had done a very 

good public relations job. The Japanese government had 

created a good impression; e.g., at the very time that the 

fair was in progress in New Orleans, disturbances were 

occurring in Korea and General Foote, an American, was 

thanked publicly by the Japanese government for saving 

several Japanese from the mob in Seoul and later the 

emperor thanked him personally.^ Also the fact that the 

Japanese were willing to learn from the United States, which 

64. Times-Picayune, Roll 235, August 7, 1894, p. 1. 

65. Times-Democrat. Roll 19, February 19, 1885, 
p. 2; Roll 20, March 10, 1885, p. 2. 



is the best form of flattery, made Orleanians look with 

benevolence towards the Japanese. The Chinese did not seem 

to show such willingness and they had no Hearn or Takamine 

in New Orleans to write or explain the best of Chinese 

culture. Again, there were some Chinese in New Orleans at 

this period who worked at menial tasks and held a status 

just above the Negro. There were no Japanese in any 

noticeable numbers and any who came to the city visited as 

businessmen and were treated accordingly. 

To judge by what has been noted so far in regards 

to New Orleans' interest and improved knowledge of Japan in 

the second half of the nineteenth century, one would be led 

to the conclusion that the relationship grew by leaps and 

bounds. However, this did not occur for there were other 

influences that were to prove detrimental to a fruition of 

the interest and enthusiasm initially shown by New Orleans 

towards Japan. 

Obstacles 

The first and most impressive obstacle was the 

distance between Japan and New Orleans and the time lapse 

that occurred between what happened in Japan and when it 

became known in New Orleans. Captain H. A. Adams and two 

other naval officers carried dispatches of Commodore Perry 

from Japan in 1854 aboard the Saratoga and twenty-five days 

later arrived at Honolulu in record time and from there to 
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San Francisco, it took them twenty days on the bark 

G6 Wavelet. It took a week for the news to reach New Orleans 

that Captain Adams and his companions had arrived at 

6 7 
Aspinwall, Mexico. If about twenty days were given for 

the journey between San Francisco and New Orleans, then it 

would have taken about sixty-five to seventy days with the 

best speed and luck to travel between Japan and New Orleans 

in the summer of 1854. 

In the spring of 1860 a steamer could cross the 

Pacific with luck in about twenty-five days. This was a 

great improvement in just six years, for it was estimated 

that "the distance between San Francisco and New York can 

be accomplished in twenty days more, making but forty-five 

or fifty days at the utmost, or less than two months between 

68 
China or Japan and New York." 

While the distance of the Pacific was shrinking due 

to more powerful steamers, there was a parallel shrinkage 

of the land-mass that separated San Francisco from New 

Orleans by the speed of the telegraph over the pony express. 

Judging by the arrival of the overland mail from San 

Francisco via San Diego and San Antonio dated twenty-seventh 

66. Le Courrier de la Louisianne, Roll 48, July 8, 
1854. 

67. L'Abeille de la Nouvelle Orleans. Roll 51, 
July 8, 1854. 

68. Times-Picayune, Roll 71, April 4, 1860. 
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of February and printed in New Orleans on March 20, 1860, 

and comparing it with the St. Louis overland mail with news 

of the second of March on the West Coast and printed in New 

Orleans on March 22, I860, and with other accounts, there 

was an average of about twenty days for news via the land 

route to come to New Orleans. The telegraph lines continued 

to stretch across the continent until in the early fall of 

1868 it was possible for news that was printed in San 

Francisco one day to appear in print in New Orleans the 

next day. The steamer Japan was a good example. She had 

been at Hong Kong on September 15, 1868, and at Yokohama on 

September 22. She arrived at San Francisco on the twenty-

first of October, and the news she had brought from Japan 

was printed in New Orleans on October 22, 1868—exactly one 

month later. The obstacle of time-space had been cut down 

from three months in 1854 to one month in 1868, a great 

achievement, but the separation of a month still remained. 

A greater separation in commerce remained between Japan and 

New Orleans because of the lack of an isthmian canal. 

Robert J. Walker as Commissioner to China had 

received the power to deal with the whole commerce of East 

Asia in 1853. Walker presented New Orleans with the hope of 

trade with Japan, "especially when private enterprise shall 

unite the ocean by an isthmus route, would, as remarked in 
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my annual report of December 1848, revolutionize in our 

69 
favor the commerce of the world." 

Over forty years later, New Orleans was still hoping 

for a canal that would give her direct access to Japan. In 

the last month and a half of the year of 1894, there were 

six major editorials on the subject of the canal. Mexico 

had linked the port of Coatzacoalco on the Gulf with Salina 

Cruz on the Pacific by a hundred and ninety miles of rail

road. Although this shortened the distance by 1854 miles 

between New Orleans and San Francisco, because both ports 

were shallow, heavily laden cotton ships could not be 

profitably handled. Consequently the venture was not a 

successful one from the viewpoint of New Orleans' commerce 

with Japan.^ 

In January of 1895 the Senate passed the Canal Bill 

but most of the Southern Senators voted against the bill, 

among which were the two Louisiana Senators: Donelson 

Caffery and Newton Crain Blanchard. It would seem to be 

the old fight between New Orleans and the rest of the State 

of Louisiana. The rift was also widened by the powerful 

interests of the Eastern railways which opposed the canal. 

Thousands of bales of cotton were shipped over the Southern 

Pacific Railway to California and then by sea to Japan. 

69. Times-Picayune. Roll 40, July 2, 1853. 

70. Times-Picayune. Roll 237, November 19, 1894, 
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However, New Orleans felt that the railroad could not handle 

the transit of cotton adequately; for example by January 

1895, New Orleans held orders for over two million bales of 

71 cotton. 

The railroad had formerly been looked upon as the 

answer to New Orleans' desire of trade with Japan. When 

Perry had succeeded in the opening up of Japan to commerce, 

G. Gabain editorialized that such a railroad had little 

chance of success in Congress with the controversy over 

Nebraska. Gabain felt that the South suffered intensely 

under the Pierce-Douglas betrayal, with the result that the 

72 
prospect of a southern line had only a chance of success. 

The belief that the railroad was the answer survived 

the Civil War and with only five hundred miles remaining to 

be built in 1869, the editorial staff of the Picayune felt 

that it "should be built, no matter by whom, nor for whom, 

so it is built and run at rates low enough to bring commerce 

to our wharves ... we are ready to second any effort which 

73 
is likely to give us such communication." Twenty-five 

years later the railroad had not only proven inadequate in 

handling the commerce, but had become an obstacle to a 

71. Times-Picayune. Roll 238, January 26, 1895, 
p. 4. 

72. G. Gabain, "The Opening of Japan," Die Taqliche 
Deutsche Zeitunq, Original, June 17, 1854. 

73. Times-Picayune, Roll B 101, February 10, 1869. 
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greater expansion of trade between New Orleans and Japan by 

helping to block the building of a canal. 

Another obstacle of that period that has persisted 

in many ways to the present was a fundamental lack by New 

Orleans of a background to Japanese history, culture, 

language, and other pertinent areas. A good example was 

the news that stated, "the Prince of Goitairo, who was at 

the head of the Government of Japan, was assassinated on the 

15th of March.The explanation given was that since the 

old tycoon had died there had been a new government which 

was opposed to foreign intercourse and was doing everything 

short of breaking the treaty. In opposition to the present 

government was Prince Mito, who was quite strong, and an 

insurrection was expected at any moment. 

If a modern standard textbook on Japan is consulted, 

one gets quite a different picture of the events just 

75 described. First, "the Prince of Goitairo" was Ii Naosuke 

who had assumed direct control of the government as Great 

Elder (Tairo), a sort of shogunal premiership that was 

filled in times of crisis. "Go" is a honorific term placed 

before a name or office. The controversy centered around 

the hereditary lords who were increasingly committed to 

74. Times-Picayune. Roll 71, June 13, 1860. 

7 5. John K. Fairbank, Edwin O. Reischauer, and 
Albert M. Craig, East Asia The Modern Transformation 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1965), pp. 208-209. 
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opening up Japan, and the opposition were the collateral and 

outer lords who were inclined to an isolationist position 

and had turned to the imperial court as a symbol of 

resistance to the old shogunal monopoly of political power. 

So it was just the reverse of what was reported in 

the New Orleans papers. Ii had signed the commercial 

treaties without the sanction of the court or approval of 

the daimyOo His action gave rise to a lot of insubordina

tion at the head of which was the daimyo of Mito. Ii 

ordered him and his son Keiki, who had been passed over in 

filling the new position of Shogun, into domiciliary con

finement. This is known as the Ansei purge of 1859. The 

result was that on March 24, 1860, a group of extremist 

samurai from Mito assassinated Ii on his way to the shogun's 

castle. 

Ten years later, the news from Japan came to New 

Orleans quicker, but journalists openly admitted that news 

about political events in Japan had "long puzzled those who 

have taken the trouble to read it. As to who was who, or 

what was what, it has furnished no definite information, and 

each fresh arrival has made confusion worse compounded 

7 6 . . . ." Names of leaders were sent to New Orleans who 

had won success or suffered defeat, but no background was 

offered or what ideals or factions they fought for. 

76. Times-Picayune. Roll B 101, February 3, 1869. 



Matters were not helped by the publication of a 

letter by a Captain Brown which was offered as an aid in 

clarifying the confusion. Brown believed the Japanese to 

be the slowest people to think and act. War was being 

waged about a hundred miles from where he was, but he 

heard about it only a month later. "Their religion requires 

them to lie, even when the truth would better answer their 

purpose, and I really don't believe that any of the 

ministers who reside here know anything more of what is 

77 
going on outside of Yokohama than I, and I know nothing." 

The average Orleanian would be tempted to give up, if here 

was a man who lived in Japan and could not comprehend the 

situation, then what chance did an Orleanian who lived near 

the Gulf of Mexico have of fathoming the "black current" of 

Japanese political, social, and cultural activities. 

A major obstacle to close relations between Japan 

and New Orleans emerged in the aftermath of the Civil War, 

but had its roots decades before, racism. "American 

expansion was to Perry as to many of his contemporaries, 

78 
inevitable and equivalent to the progress of mankind." 

With the exception of Robert Walker and later Lafcadio 

Hearn, there was a common attitude reflected in the New 

Orleans papers that if the Japanese were racially and 

77. Ibid. 

78. Neumann, America Encounters Japan, p. 30. 
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culturally different from the West, they must then be 

inferior. 

New Orleans spent most of the Civil War as an 

occupied city of the North. Her pride as the Queen City 

of the South had been hurt and she lashed out at her former 

slaves. The August papers of 1863 openly speak of nigger 

copperheads. A typical journalistic example was an occasion 

dealing with the theft of a ham and various articles of no 

great value. "The manner in which the building was entered, 

and the character of the articles stolen, throw suspicion 

79 
on citizens of the unbleached stripe." 

All through the deacde of the 1860's, murder, riots, 

near riots continued to be common in New Orleans. On 

September 22, 1868, a Negro was killed at the corner of 

Bourbon and Canal Streets. About a month later there were 

riots in the streets in which three Negroes were killed. On 

the question of equal rights on the horse-drawn public cars, 

the Picayune expressed the prevailing opinion of the whites. 

"As for equality, it exists nowhere except in the fanciful 

80 
theories of visionaries." There was a demand for separate 

cars to be marked with a star to separate the blacks from 

whites. 

79. Times-Picayune. Roll 81, November 2, 1863. 
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The writings of George Cable in the early 1880's 

drew the fire of a literary editor who held that there was 

an instinct not to cross the line that divided races, "an 

instinct that tells him that the Indian, the Chinese, and 

the Negro, no matter if in a diluted state, is not congenial 

81 and fit associate for the Caucasian." This review was 

written around 1881; a few years later there appeared an 

article entitled Cable and the Negroes. which again attacked 

his views. Racism was justified on the grounds that "this 

prejudice is not peculiar to this country, the Englishman 

in India has the came caste feeling which distinguishes the 

white race the world over, which has preserved it and its 

civilization pure, which has made it the dominant race of 

8 2 
the world to teach, instruct and improve the other." 

Closely connected to the racist position of New 

Orleans was her stance on immigration. She recognized the 

need for a healthy immigration. The Southern Immigration 

Convention which was held in New Orleans on March 10, 

1885, hoped to be of great benefit for the South by turning 

the "tide of immigration, the source of untold wealth, in 

8 3 
this direction." The South readily admitted that she 

81. New Orleans-States. Scrapbook of news clippings 
of the Cable Collection, Tulane University Library. 

82. Times-Democrat. Roll 19, January 22, 1885, 
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could not use her resources and develop her wild lands 

because she lacked the manpower to develop and exploit them. 

People of the British Isles, Germany, and 

Scandinavia were welcome to the South, for these people 

took to the country and became citizens, whereas in "later 

years the immigration has been largely composed of Russians, 

Poles, Hungarians, Bohemians, Italians and others, who do 

not embrace citizenship and cannot be controlled by the 

. . 84 politicians." It is quite easy to deduce from such a 

mentality where the Japanese would stand if those who were 

white and possessed a Judaeo-Christian heritage of Western 

civilization, were found wanting. It is not hard to imagine 

what might have been printed in New Orleans had Japanese 

farmers come to farm rice in Southern Louisiana at the turn 

of the century in light of what was written about Too Much 

Jap in reference to the West Coast of May of 1895. 

Furthermore, the curtailment of goodwill by the New 

Orleans press towards the Japanese did not end at the 

Pacific coast line of the United States, but it began to 

move out into the Pacific Ocean. From an initial position 

that since the Japanese were the largest single national 

group in the Hawaiian Islands then "our connection with the 

Islands for the past two years has been anything but 

84. Times-Picayune. Roll 239, March 5, 1895, p. 4. 

85. Times-Picayune. Roll 241, May 21, 1895, p. 4. 
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creditable to the nation's honor, and the sooner our 

Government washes its hands of the whole matter the 

8 6 
better," there was a shift to where the United States 

"will eventually find it more profitable to annex the 

islands outright than to endeavor to maintain their 

autonomy without controlling the policy of the Govern-

„87 ment." 

The same shift occurred in regards to the Philip

pines. New Orleans was told on the day the Spanish-American 

War began that "this is not a war of patriotism; of love of 

home and country; a war waged in their defense. It is a war 

created by the politicians who are maneuvering for political 

control of the Republic in the next general election, and 

are ready to sacrifice its people and prosperity to selfish 

88 
objects." Yet by the end of the year with the capture of 

the Philippines, it was noted that "we have suddenly 

developed a great colonial appendage . . . that Europe is 

hostile . . . and English friendship in this instance is of 

89 
inestimable value." The shift was quite perceptible. No 

I 

mention was made of Japanese friendship or its need to be 

cultivated. 

86. Times-Picayune. Roll 239, February 7, 1895, 
p. 4. 

87. Times-Picayune. Roll 241, May 14, 1895, p. 4. 

88. Times-Picayune. Roll 264, April 21, 1898, p. 4. 

89. Times-Picayune. Roll 269, November, 1898, p. 4. 
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The fate of the Philippines was of importance to a 

Japan that was on the rise. "If feeble Spain in Cuba was 

considered by some Americans to have been a threat to their 

coast, a vigorous America in the Philippines was easily seen 

90 
as a threat by Japan." Any American fleet of sufficient 

strength to protect the Philippines was capable of offensive 

action in Japanese home waters. 

After the Sino-Japanese War, Japan was pictured as 

flushed with victory and filled with ambitions. The United 

States could not count upon the "perpetual peace and amity 

with such a power. It would be necessary to make some show 

of defense upon the Pacific Coast. And right here comes in 

91 
an imperative demand for the isthmus canal." 

The Dream Remained 

Despite the obstacles of distance, lack of knowledge, 

prejudice, racism, and nationalism, the paradox remained and 

would continue down to the present day, that New Orleans 

has persisted in her desire for trade with Japan. This 

desire has been with New Orleans for over a hundred years. 

As early as a year before Perry's successful mission, the 

French reading public of the city had been offered the 

bright prospect that New Orleans would share in the rising 

90. Neumann, America Encounters Japan, p. 117. 

91. Times-Picayune, Roll 237, November 23, 1894, 
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Pacific commerce with China and Japan by the linking of the 

Mississippi Valley by railroad through Jackson to Dubuque, 

and from there across the American continent to the 

92 
Pacific. 

Even after the success of Perry, when a more exact 

knowledge of the time, distance, and geographical barriers 

was available, a hope was still expressed that "in a few 

years the sight of Japanese sailors or travellers will not, 

perhaps, be very rare in New York and New Orleans; and books 

descriptive of that country with views of its scenery, will 

93 
become common enough. " 

The dream of trade with Japan survived the Civil War 

and was nurtured by the prospects of transcontinental rail

roads, an isthmian canal, and the Japanese exhibition in New 

Orleans. Lafcadio Hearn discussed the hopeful expectation 

of the South regarding Japanese trade, writing in 1895 from 

Japan that several large Japanese firms have emancipated 

themselves from the control of Western middlemen, and a 

Japanese steamship group was moving out, and "communication 

with the Southern States of America is soon to be 

92. Le Courrier de la Louisianne, Roll 45, "Le 
Railway du Pacifique," June 22, 1853. 

93. Le Courrier de la Louisianne. Roll 48, July 9, 
1854. 
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established by che Nippon Yusen Kaisha (NYK Line), for the 

94 direct importation of cotton." 

Twenty more years were to pass before direct trade 

contact between Japan and New Orleans would be established, 

and in the interim New Orleans had to be content to send her 

cotton to Japan via London or Liverpool or from the West 

Coast of the United States. The tantalizing hope of what 

direct trade with Japan would mean for New Orleans was 

emphasized by Hubbard, former Governor of Texas and 

ambassador to Japan under President Cleveland. In a speech 

given at Ruston, Louisiana, Hubbard estimated that China and 

Japan bought about 1,000,000 bales of American cotton to 

95 feed their textile factories. The Secretary of the New 

Orleans Cotton Exchange, Henry Hester, valued the United 

States export of raw cotton to Britain for the year of 1892 

at $170,000,000. At the same time, Britain exported about 

$300,000,000 worth of cotton goods, of which about 

9 6 
$170,000,000 went to East Asia. The implications were 

clear; if the canal was built the South would be in a posi

tion to contest Britain's domination of East Asian markets. 

94. Hearn, Kokoro. p. 145. 

95. Times-Picayune. Roll 235, July 19, 1894, p. 7. 

96. Times-Picayune. Roll 238, December 13, 1894, 
p. 4. 
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The perennial dream of a large trade with Japan 

continued in New Orleans, but her cotton merchants had to be 

satisfied with an indirect trade until the isthmian canal 

was built. One of the shipping agencies in New Orleans in 

1895 was the firm of Ross, Howe and Merrow. This firm 

handled cargo to the major western European ports and 

signed through bills of lading beyond these ports. By its 

connection with the Austrian Lloyds steamers from Trieste, 

the firm gave New Orleans the best available route for 

97 shipment to Bombay, Calcutta, and the Japanese ports. The 

westward bound trains remained as an alternative indirect 

route to Japan. For example, in the year of 1898-99, New 

Orleans shipped to Japan and China 184,156 bales of cotton 

via San Francisco, Portland, and other Pacific ports. In 

the same year, Great Britain took 846,183 bales and France 

imported 323,023 bales, so that Japan did not rank as a big 

buyer at the port of New Orleans, nor could she as long as 

98 
the canal was not built. 

Still there was enough trade in 1897 between Japan 

and New Orleans to warrant the Japanese Government's 

appointing John W. Phillips as its honorary consul in New 

Orleans. Phillips, a prominent business and civic leader, 

held the post on behalf of the Japanese for twenty-eight 

97. Progressive New Orleans: 1895. p. 70. 

98. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Secretary's Report. 
1898-1899 . p. 2. 
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years. There was some commercial and social exchange in 

these years, but not enough yet to demand a full time 

99 
Japanese consul. 

The major events, interests, ideas, contacts, and 

obstacles which began and grew or developed between New 

Orleans and Japan in the nineteenth century have been set 

down. What emerges is that despite the favorable beginnings 

of the initial contact between Japan and New Orleans, the 

goodwill of the press and the desire for trade, trade and 

cultural relations did not increase. Trade did not develop 

owing to the lack of a canal and consequently Japanese ships 

found the distance prohibitive. Historically and cul

turally, Japan remained unknown. 

True, a favorable impression had been made by the 

Japanese at the World's Fair in New Orleans in 1884-1885. 

Moreover, this goodwill had been nourished by Lafcadio 

Hearn, who had acted as a spokesman for Japan in New Orleans 

and later from Japan itself. Hearn was the best that New 

Orleans had at that period, and from him the city received 

an image of Japan that was in many ways idealistic, romantic, 

and exotic. Subsequently, New Orleans was not prepared to 

accept the Japanese as competitors in the industrial markets 

or imperialistic expansion. 

99. Times-Picayune. Roll 193, October 39, 1937, 
p. 2. 
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On the international scene, the molders of public 

opinion in New Orleans favored Japan over China, but after 

the acquisition of Hawaii and the Philippines there was a 

visible shift in the position the city took towards Japan. 

They favored the Japanese as long as they stayed on their 

side of the ocean and did not come across the Pacific. 

After the Spanish-American War, a war in which the United 

States successfully crossed the Pacific, there emerged the 

view that Japan should be circumspect even where she moved 

in East Asia. Furthermore, as the Japanese began to 

industrialize and emerged as a modern power, a blind spot 

was revealed in New Orleans commercial desires. It was one 

in which trade moved only to her advantage. Japan might 

send to the United States only what she could not profitably 

produce or make herself, such as silk, lacquer ware, and tea. 

The prevalence of such opinions, the plight of the 

Negro in the South, and the distance involved were suffi

cient deterrence to Japanese immigration to the New Orleans 

area, despite the large tracts of fertile land and moist 

climate ideally suited for rice farming and agriculture in 

general. The very ideal that Hearn had found wanting in 

Japan, the intelligent use of personal freedom, was lacking 

in many respects in New Orleans and the surrounding areas in 

the latter half of the nineteenth century. Hearn had written 

that "the society which suppresses this freedom, or suffers 

it to be suppressed, must remain too rigid for competition 
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with societies in which the liberties of the individual are 

strictly maintained. 

For commerce to expand, the possibilities of 

exchange at all levels of human endeavor must be present, 

which ultimately can only take place in a free society. New 

Orleans, for all of her desires of increased trade with East 

Asia, was not ready for it at the turn of the century, and 

neither was Japan. It would take half of the twentieth 

century for both to work out the problems that stood as 

obstacles to a real exchange of goods whether of a material 

or cultural nature. 

100. Lafcadio Hearn, Japan: An Attempt at Interpre
tation (Tokyo: Charles E. Tuttle Co., 1963), pT 545. 



CHAPTER 4 

NEW ORLEANS' PRE-WAR TRADE WITH JAPAN, 
1900-1941 

The long awaited direct trade between Japan and New 

Orleans finally began with the completion of the Panama 

Canal in 1914. Even with the Canal in operation, Japanese 

trade proved very slow in developing. Events and circum

stances on the international, national, and local scene 

contributed to the slow development of trade between New 

Orleans and Japan; and again in its ultimate demise. How

ever, a close look at the trade statistics, trade missions, 

shipping lines, and Cotton Exchange records of the period 

reveals a passive attitude on the part of the New Orleans 

business community towards Japanese trade. The Japanese 

were the ones who had to work to make the trade flo'urish. 

The presence of Japanese ships at the port of New 

Orleans during the First World War played a leading role in 

preparing the trade boom that occurred in the twenties and 

thirties. By 1920, New Orleans became the second largest 

por.t in the country; for the first time in its history it 

had done a billion dollars worth of trade. The Japanese 

1. Times-Picayune. Roll B 510, January 1, 1921, 
p. 2. 
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had helped New Orleans to achieve her prominent position in 

trade. 

The Japanese trade was almost exclusively centered 

on cotton but in the thirties scrap metal also played a 

part. Both commodities brought to the South much needed 

money in the depression years of the thirties. The commer

cial class of New Orleans seems to have realized the 

importance of the trade and helped to tone down the racism 

against the Oriental. However, the merchants, traders, and 

brokers of New Orleans could not control the negative forces 

that operated locally and nationally. These forces were to 

triumph in the early forties and destroy the good foundation 

for further expansion of trade between New Orleans and 

Japan. 

In order to understand the boom in trade between 

Japan and New Orleans which occurred in 1918, it is neces

sary to obtain an adequate picture of the trade prior to the 

boom which served as the foundation for the tremendous 

expansion. 

In the first six months of the twentieth century, 

four ships carried on direct trade between New Orleans and 

Japan. On the first of the year, the Ansqar was bound for 

China and Japan, and in the middle of January the Button 

was to call at Yokohama and Kobe, but what both ships 



73 

2 carried as cargo was not stated. Later the Tiger carried 

2600 bales of cotton for Genoa and 3237 bales of cotton and 

3 1000 tons of phosphate rock for Kobe. On February 28, 

1900, the British steamship Almond Branch, with 2800 tons of 

steel rails in transit for Siberia, picked up 5000 bales of 

4 cotton for Kobe. The direct trade by ship continued to be 

quite modest, for only two ships were mentioned as bound for 

Japan for the entire year of 1901. 

The railroads were still the major means of getting 

southern cotton in the New Orleans area to Japan by trans-

5 porting it to the West Coast. This dependence of New 

Orleans on the railroads was underlined by H. Waragai, 

Manager of the Mitsui office in New York, who visited New 

Orleans in the first days of March of 1903. According to 

him most American corton and machinery for Japan went 

through San Francisco, but with the opening of the Panama 

Canal, Texas and Louisiana cotton would be shipped from 

Galveston and New Orleans. Waragai believed an expansion of 

trade in the Galveston area with Japan would take place once 

2. Times-Picayune. Roll B 277, January 1, 1900; 
Roll B 278, January 21, 1900, p. 11. 

3. Times-Picayune. Roll B 279, February 18, 1900, 
p. 11. 

4. Ibid., February 28, 1900, p. 3. 

5. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Secretary's Report, 
1902-1903 (New Orleans, La., 1903), p. 3. See Appendix 
B. 
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the -anal was operational. His own company, Mitsui, 

operated "a number of cotton mills in Japan, and for these 

mills we make heavy importations of cotton from the Southern 

0 States, principally from Louisiana, Texas, and Georgia." 

The Canal would break up the freight congestion that existed 

in shipping cotton through Texas to the Pacific Coast, a 

trip that often took about forty days. Waragai believed 

that with the opening of the Canal, a ship from New Orleans 

could make it to Japan in about forty-five days, and that 

Mitsui would then establish a steamship line between Tokyo 

and the Gulf ports. 

In the first week of February of 1904, commercial 

ties between Japan and New Orleans had become close enough 

for the news of the threat of the Japanese-Russian hostili

ties to cause a serious slump in the local cotton market; a 

serious panic was narrowly averted in the New Orleans Cotton 

7 Exchange. There was a perceptible drop in the shipment of 

cotton bales to East Asia during 1904, which was recorded by 

the New Orleans Cotton Exchange and the Southern Pacific 

Railroad. Southern Pacific in 1970 had "no idea whatever as 

to the origin or destination of these cotton shipments or 

whether any of this cotton was ultimately destined for 

export." Unfortunately, no similar figures exist for 

6. Times-Picayune. Roll B 307, March 3, 1903, p. 4. 

7. Times-Picayune. Roll B 316, February 6, 1904, 
p. 1. 
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Pacific Mail or the Occidental and Oriental Steamship Lines, 

g 
the Southern Pacific's subsidiaries which served Japan. 

Consequently, although there are no statistics that deal or 

treat with direct trade between New Orleans and Japan at 

this period, there is no doubt that the commerce had grown 

to some size, relevance, and importance between the two 

areas. 

In 1911 the total direct exports to Japan via New 

g 
Orleans had a total value of $362. In the years following 

it stayed about the same, and some years of the World War it 

was virtually non-existent. For example, no exports to any 

East Asiatic countries were recorded as leaving the port of 

New Orleans during the fiscal year of 1914. Japan did not 

appear on the table of value of merchandise exported through 

the city for the month of February of 1915. The long-

awaited dream of New Orleans, the Panama Canal, had been 

opened for commercial traffic since August 15, 1914, yet 

8. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Secretary's Report, 
1905-1906 (New Orleans, La., 1906), p. 3; New Orleans Cotton 
Exchange Secretary's Report. 1902-190 3 , p. 3. George 
Kraus, Letter from Southern Pacific's archives in 1970 
dealing with the annual tonnage of cotton between 1888 and 
1916. See Appendix B. 

9- Times-Picayune. Roll B 523, December 2, 1921, 
p. 3. 

10. Edwin E. Judd, "Commerce," Merchants' Trade 
Index. Vol. XX, May 15, 1915 (New Orleans, La., 1915), p. 5. 

11. Merchants' Trade Index, Vol. XXVI, March 13, 
1915, p. 7. 
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months after the opening, the hoped-for trade with Japan had 

not materialized. 

The main reason was that World War I had dimmed the 

historical significance of the opening of the Panama Canal; 

the war had curtailed trade and created a lack of ships. 

However, the commercial circles of New Orleans were not 

disheartened by the delay in the long-desired direct trade 

with Japan. With the increase in Japanese textile produc

tion, the cotton interests of New Orleans knew that it was 

just a matter of time until they would share in this expan

sion and the events that did occur justified their optimism. 

But the passivity of the cotton interests of New Orleans 

should be noted for they were willing to sit back and wait 

for the Japanese to come. 

In early September of 1914, it was estimated that 

the Japanese would be willing to pay $100,000,000 for 

2,000,000 bales of cotton for they anticipated a shortage 

of cotton, especially from Egypt and India due to the war. 

"Their belief, therefore, is that the time to accumulate 

cotton is the present, and New York banking and Texas 

advices confirm the reports that they are buying in quan-

12 tity." By 1915 New Orleans Cotton interests knew that 

Japan's value of exports of cotton manufactures 

12. "Japan's Cotton Industry and Trade," Merchants' 
Trade Index, VolQ XXV, September 5, 1914 (New Orleans, La., 
1914), p. 11. 



($60,608,947) in the year 1913 had surpassed those of the 

United States ($55,536,267). Japan, with 2,500,000 

spindles, was ranked fourth in cotton goods exports, and 

13 only stood behind England, Germany, and France. The 

Japanese demand for more Southern cotton looked good, but 

New Orleans was confronted in the spring of 1915 with the 

problem of inadequate and irregular steamship service to 

East Asia. Nothing seems to have been done in the New 

Orleans trade circles to remedy the situation, and it was 

left to the Japanese to take the positive steps to overcome 

the obstacles. 

Three important developments in these trade rela

tions took place in 1916. First, two Japanese, "Yamada, A. 

of the Japan Cotton Trading Company, Ltd., with his office 

in New York City, and "Fukushima, K." of the President 

Southern Product Company, with his office in Dallas, Texas, 

appeared on the roll of the New Orleans Cotton Exchange as 

14 members. Second, between July 1, 1915, and June 30, 1916 

Japan exported through New Orleans $235,439 worth of goods 

and thus rose to the rank of thirty-second. China with 

$799,223 was twenty-fourth, and England with $66,498,832 

13. "Cotton Items," Merchants' Trade Index. Vol. 
XXVI, January 30, 1915 (New Orleans, 1915), p. 8. 

14. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Directory, 
February 1916 (New Orleans, La., 1916), pp. 11, 21. 
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was first.15 Japanese trade was still quite low, but it had 

entered the statistics of the port. 

Third, on April 27, 1916, the Japanese steamship 

Nissei Maru. under the command of Captain Kitano docked at 

the Stuyvesant Wharf in New Orleans. She had come with a 

cargo of Chilean nitrates from Antofagasta, Chile, via the 

16 
Panama Canal. This seems to be the first Japanese ship 

that docked at the port of New Orleans, but it is hard to 

say for sure for a number of reasons. 

To begin with, the maritime records which cover the 

entry and clearance of vessels in New Orleans between 1857 

and 1878 make no mention of any Japanese ship in port in 

17 that period or any ship bound for East Asia, The extant 

records of ships engaged in foreign trade, which only go 

back to January of 1904, places the S/S Nissei Maru on 

April 27, 1916, as the first Japanese ship to visit New 

Orleans. The first entry in the log for clearance of a 

Japanese vessel is April 18, 1918, when the Yesan Maru 

15. Merchants' Trade Index, Vol. XXVIII, September, 
1916, p. 28. 

16. Times-Picayune Roll B 445, April 28, 1916, 
p. 13. 

17. Journal of Ships & Sea Going Vessels 1857-1871. 
Ledger of Wharves & Landings First to Seventh Districts 
1871-1878. Arrivals of Vessels-Department of Public Acts, 
1872-1874. Louisiana Room, New Orleans Public Library. 
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18 cleared the port for Havana. This was almost two full 

years later, yet the records show that the Nissei Maru 

arrived in New Orleans with a cargo of nitrates from 

Antofagasta, Chile, three times in the year of 1916: on 

April 27, June 19, and August 7„ .There is also the record 

of the Paisai Maru arriving on October 4 and the Tanzan Maru 

arriving on November 3 of the same year. 

On the occasion of the first arrival of the Nissei 

Maru. there was a comment made that it was the first 

19 Japanese ship to come to New Orleans in fifteen years. 

This would mean a Japanese ship had arrived in New Orleans 

sometime in 1901. Unfortunately, there is a gap in the 

20 
maritime records between 1879 and 1904. Given the fact 

that Japanese ships did clear the port without the log 

noting it, there was the possibility that an earlier ship 

than the Nissei Maru may have entered and left New Orleans 

without it being noted, biit the odds were against it. Until 

more definite information comes to light, the Nissei Maru 

stands as the first Japanese ship that docked at the port 

of New Orleans. 

18. Lawrence Weise, Archives Assistant. The mari
time records of New Orleans at present are kept at the 
Federal Records Center in Fort Worth, Texas. 

19. Times-Picayune. Roll B 445, April 30, 1916, 
p. 8a. 

20. The Times-Picayune was checked daily between 
January 1, 1900, and January 1, 1904, and there was no 
mention of any Japanese ship. 



80 

Despite the activity of several Japanese ships at 

the port of New Orleans during the period of the First World 

War, there was no perceptible increase in the trade 

statistics between the two areas because the Japanese ships 

operated between the ports of South America and Europe and 

New Orleans and not from Japan. The activity of Japanese 

ships at New Orleans was at the request of the United States 

Government, which had sought aid for the hard-pressed allied 

cause in Europe. The United States had asked Japan for 

600,000 tons of shipping to be used in carrying war 

materials to Europe. The Japanese were short but did 

manage to scrape together 150,000 tons and of this, the 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha (NYK Line) furnished eight ships that 

totaled 59,585 tons.^ 

The First Trade Boom 

The year 1918 witnessed a dramatic increase in 

trade between Japan and the United States. "In raw cotton 

alone the total exports to Japan in the ten months ending 

with October 1918, were $71,782,000 against $25,936,000 in 

22 
the same months of last year." In the same year of 1918 

there was also a swift upward surge in trade between New 

Orleans and Japan which resulted in a booming trade valued 

21. Golden Jubilee History of Nippon Yusen Kaisha 
1885-1935 (Tokyo: n.p., 1935), p. 65. 

22. Times-Picayune. Roll B 483, January 12, 1919, 
p. 12. 
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at $1,352,000, and the figure stood in marked contrast to 

the previous years. This trade boom that New Orleans 

experienced was due to the establishment of regular service 

in 1918 by the Osaka Shosen Kaisha between Japanese ports 

and New Orleans. Other Japanese lines followed, with the 

result that in 1919 the trade increased to $18,863,000, and 

in 1920 it exceeded $27,000,000. The editor of the Picayune 

admitted that the facts were both amazing and gratifying to 

most Orleanians. "Few of us were aware of the enormous 

advance of the port's commerce with Japan during the past 

23 few years." There was much truth to this statement 

because New Orleans, despite her great interest and desire 

for trade with Japan from the days of the Perry expeditions, 

.in large part remained passive even after the Panama Canal 

was built. The trade boom with Japan in 1918 and the 

twenties was due to Japanese shippers' activities. It took 

so long for a discernible trade to develop between Japan and 

the New Orleans area because the Japanese had to first 

modernize, learn Western manufacturing techniques, how to 

build steamships, and ultimately come to New Orleans for 

trade reasons—very much like the European experience of the 

expansion of trade in East Asia between the sixteenth and 

nineteenth centuries. 

23. Times-Picayune. Roll B 523, December 3, 1921, 
p. 8. 
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Japan helped New Orleans in 1920 to go over the 

billion dollar mark and continued to be the second largest 

port in the country. Japan had bought 80,849 tons of goods 

as of September 1920, but she was far behind England, which 

had moved 17,942,550 tons in the same period and held first 

24 
place at the port in 1920. In the same year there were 

seventy ship lines operating from the city, among them the 

Osaka Shosen Kaisha and the Tokyo Kisen Kaisha. 

New Orleans in 1920 still continued to ship cotton 

to Japan and China via the railroads to the West Coast 

25 
ports. The figure represented a falling off of bales that 

had been sent in the two previous years and may be ascribed 

to Japanese ships taking the cotton directly from New 

Orleans, but the figure shows that there was simply not 

enough ships in New Orleans to carry the raw cotton to 

Japan. What is also of interest is that by 1920, New 

Orleans was shipping more bales of cotton to Japan and China 

than to Great Britain, who in that year took only 355,241 

bales as compared, for example, to the year of 1903, when 

she imported from New Orleans 864,584 bales of cotton. 

The trade boom between Japan and New Orleans was 

given an added impetus in the early twenties with the 

24. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Secretary's Report. 
1920-1921 . p. 3. There is no breakdown of the tonnage into 
goods, but doubtless the major portion was cotton bales both 
to England and Japan. 

25. Ibid. See Appendix B. 
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organization in New Orleans of the Federal International 

Banking Company with a capital of $7,000,000. Before this 

the New Orleans cotton merchant, exporter, as well as 

banker, had been quite hesitant about guaranteeing a 

transaction which involved the sale of merchandise in a 

foreign country. Now with the Government standing 

security, much of the risk had been removed and New Orleans 

cotton men could extend better credit terms to the 

T 26 Japanese. 

The actual transactions between them were handled 

by brokers who acted as agents for both buyers and sellers. 

The brokers made bids and offers, by outcry, on orders from 

their principals. The actual seller might be in Dallas or 

Jackson, the buyer in Osaka or Nagoya, but their trade was 

concluded on the floor of the New Orleans Cotton Exchange. 

If it had not been for the Exchange, a state of confusion 

would have existed. Nobody would have known what a just 

price for cotton was, and if the buyer did not know, then 

there would have been a tremendous incentive for the seller 

to ask and get a price far beyond the cotton's real value. 

This was the reason that Edward M. Gueydan was employed as 

Agent for the Japan Cotton Trading Company, Ltd., which had 

its office in New York City and whose Manager, A. Yamada, 

26. "Edge Banks and Their Purpose in America's 
Foreign Trade," Merchants' Trade Index, Vol. XXXII, May 21, 
1921 (New Orleans, La., 1921), p. 47. 
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27 was also a member of the New Orleans Cotton Exchange. The 

Japanese did so well in the system that Edward Gueydan, 

representing the Cotton Exchange of New Orleans at the end 

of 1921, could speak of the high esteem in which Japanese 

business honor was held among the cotton interests of the 

. . 28 
city. 

If the commencement of the Russo-Japanese War in 

1904 could cause a slump in cotton trading in New Orleans, 

then it is not hard to imagine the drop in the expanded 

cotton market that occurred when news of the disastrous 

Japanese earthquake in September of 19 23 reached the city. 

But this lasted but a few days when the cotton market swung 

upwards as New York reported that the Japanese were buying 

cotton in Texas at the highest basis of the season, $3 a 

, _ 29 
bale. 

Few changes occurred between 192 3 and 19 29 in the 

cotton trade between Japan and New Orleans. But the crash 

of the American stock market in the fall of 1929 had an 

impact on Japan immediately. "As the best customer of the 

Japanese, the United States was absorbing that year over 

40% of Japan's exports. By the end of the year the New York 

27. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Directory, January 
1921 (New Orleans, La., 1921) , pp. 12, 21. 

28. Times-Picayune. Roll B 523, December 3, 1921, 
p. 3. 

29. New Orleans Item, Roll 1-98, September 5, 1923, 
p. 20. 
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silk market collapsed, and the price of Japan's major 

30 export, raw silk, dropped by one half." 

The yen in November 1931 was valued at $0,494 of the 

United States dollar; by a year later it had plummeted to 

$0,207. In 1933 the dollar was devaluated and the yen 

recovered to the neighborhood of $0.30 and remained there 

31 until 19 39. Inukai became Prime Minister in December of 

1931 and took Japan off the gold standard. This produced a 

boom in exports and production that made Japan the first of 

32 
the world's industrial nations to recover. 

The Southern States and New Orleans shared in this 

Japanese boom. It helped them to get through the dark 

financial years of the early thirties. As a result, when a 

representative of the United States Steel Product Company 

complained at the 1934 National Foreign Trade Convention 

about Japanese competition, he was answered by a spokesman 

of the New York Cotton Exchange, who pointed out that, 

"Japan had increased its purchase by 60% in the past five 

years of otherwise declining sales, the one vividly bright 

33 
spot in the cotton trade picture." 

30. Neumann, America Encounters Japan, p. 186. 

31. William Lockwood, The Economic Development of 
Japan (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 19 54) , p. 65. 

32. Fairbank et al., East Asia The Modern Trans
formation . p. 533. 

33. Neumann, America Encounters Japan, p. 224. 
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Although New Orleans continued to trade with Japan 

in cotton in the decade of the thirties, the city did not 

experience the full impact of the growth of the Japanese 

trade. There was a shift in priorities and conditions under 

which the Japanese were willing or able to buy. This was 

due in large part to the changing conditions in the American 

and international cotton market, the expansion of heavy 

industry in Japan, the rise of tariff barriers, and the 

reaction to Japanese military expansion. 

For many years New Orleans had been the largest spot 

market for cotton in the United States, but in 1931 the two 

rival Texas ports of Houston with 3,185,943 bales of cotton 

and Galveston with 2,295,412 bales forged ahead of New 

34 Orleans which ranked third with 2,111,799 bales. Despite 

her fall from first place in the handling of cotton for 

export, New Orleans continued to be the second port of the 

United States because of increased diversification of goods; 

cotton still continued to be the greatest export in tonnage 

and value, e.g., in 1935 "approximately 49% of the values of 

all exports through the Port of New Orleans was represented 

35 by cotton." The cotton market in the 1930* s continued to 

fluctuate but the constant for New Orleans was Japan. 

34. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Secretary's Report. 
1931-1932. p. 4. 

35. The New Orleans Cotton Exchange Diamond Jubilee 
1871-1946. p. 21. 
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However, in the overall picture of the cotton 

market, there was a shift from the year of 1930-1931 when 

Japan took 24% of her cotton exports from the United States 

and in 1937-1933 when it accounted for only 18% of her 

36 
imports in cotton. Reason for this decline in the con

sumption of American cotton may be had in the tariffs 

against Japanese textile goods. Brazil by the mid-thirties 

had become the third largest exporter of cotton and both 

China and Japan planned greater development of cotton in 

China. 

There was also by 19 38 a dramatic shift in the 

imports and exports between Japan and the United States 

37 
which is shown by the following table. 

United States Share of Japanese Trade: 

% of Total Japanese Imports to 
Exports to U. S. Japan 

1925 43.6 25.8 

1935 21.4 32.8 

1938 15.8 34.5 

This table indicates the switch that occurred in th<p 

late thirties. In 1930, 85% of Japan's exports were on the 

United States' free list, but because of a change in the 

36. Ethel B. Dietrich, Far Eastern Trade of the 
United States (New York: Haddon Craftsmen, Inc., 1940), 
p. 14. 

37. Ibid. , p. 21. 
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commodities sent to the United States by 1937 it had dropped 

38 to 59%. Tariffs to protect home industries, especially 

cotton textile, joined to an economic boycott that began to 

be applied to Japanese goods because of Japan's military 

action in China; all of these contributed to a curtailment 

of Japanese exports to the United States, while at the same 

time Japanese imports from the United States continued to 

grow. 

In the late thirties, Japan continued to be New 

Orleans' best customer of cotton. In 1938, Japan bought 

712,190 bales of cotton, almost half of all the cotton 

shipped from the port to the Orient. The total amount sent 

to East Asia dropped in 1939, but the Japanese share climbed 

to 904,280 bales and only 161,720 bales went to other Asian 

4- * 39 
countries. 

Other Trade Commodities 

Before proceeding to the ultimate decline of the 

cotton trade between New Orleans and Japan, other commodities 

that could have been or were in the trade will be treated. 

Although Louisiana was the leading rice producer of the 

United States, Japan was not a buyer of Louisiana rice, 

because this rice was a bit longer and harder than the 

38. Ibid., p. 25. 

39. New Orleans Cotton Exchange Annual Report. 
August 1, 19 39, p. 6. 
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Japanese type, which was rounder and more glutinous when 

cooked. Other reasons why the rice trade failed to develop 

surfaced during the aftermath of the Japanese earthquake of 

September of 1923 when Japan was faced with a rice famine. 

Louisiana rice had to compete with rice from Hong Kong and 

Thailand, which was closer but of a lower grade than that 

eaten by the Japanese. On the other hand, Louisiana rice 

was more expensive and took about a month to ship between 

New Orleans and Yokohama.^ If in extraordinary times 

Japan was reluctant to buy Louisiana rice, then how much 

more in ordinary times; consequently a rice trade comparable 

to cotton did not arise between the two areas. 

However, expense and distance were no obstacles to 

Japan when a new market in scrap metal sprang up in the 

thirties, and New Orleans as a major port acted as a clear

inghouse. There had been debates in the Congress about the 

advisability of allowing scrap metal to leave the country, 

especially when more than half of 1934's scrap metal 

exported, "about 1,000,000 tons, goes to Japan, whose steel 

41 mills are said to be operating at capacity." The United 

States did have misgivings about how the scrap metal might 

be used in the light of the abrogation of the Washington 

40. New Orleans Item. Roll 1-96, September 5, 
1923, p. 20. 

41. Times-Picayune. Roll 156, December 23, 1934, 
p. 34. 



90 

Naval Treaty and the "China Incident" but the Japanese, like 

other nations, was willing to pay good prices for it. The 

South, trying to get out of the depression, found the 

selling of scrap metal helpful. 

Foreign buyers were willing to pay on the average of 

$17.50 per ton for the best grade of American scrap. Japan, 

Italy, and Poland, in that order, were the top buyers. 

According to one steamship agent in New Orleans, the rates 

for scrap metal could not be beaten. In December of 1936, 

the agency received about $4 a ton to haul scrap metal to 

Japan, in the next five months the agency had received as 

high as $11 a ton and a few lots were transported for $12 

a ton. In the spring of 1937 shipping rates of cotton were 

about 55 cents for 100 pounds, which would be about $11 for 

a short ton of 2000 pounds. As cargo went, cotton was a 

lucrative freight, but scrap metal was even better. 

Estimates on the total amount of scrap moving in 

the mid-thirties vary but a reporter at the end of May of 

1937 calculated that it was probably safe to say "that since 

the first of the year somewhere between 5,000 and 10,000 

tons of scrap iron and steel weekly have been exported 

through New Orleans. Well over half of this amount is 

42 destined for Japan. " As it will be seen .in the next 

chapter, New Orleans in the late thirties had definitely 

42. Times-Picayune. Roll 188, May 30, 1937, sec.- 2, 
p. 8. 
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moved from a position of sympathy with Japan in regards to 

international problems, the war in China, and naval arma

ment, but within her commercial and shipping interests 

Orleanians were still willing to do business. 

While some in New Orleans profited from the Japanese 

war machine, others were forced into a new business adven

ture because of this very war machine and ultimately derived 

no less a profit. Today to the north and east of New 

Orleans and along the Gulf Coast of Mississippi and Alabama 

there is a flourishing industry in tung oil which owes its 

birth to the thirties when the Japanese invasion of the 

China coastline drove the price of tung oil up. The increase 

in price and the threat of the supply being cut off en

couraged the beginnings of an infant industry in the New 

Orleans area, where the climate was found to be suitable for 

the tung trees. By the end of 19 37 there were 10,000 to 

43 100,000 acres of tung trees already planted and cultivated. 

Japanese action in East Asia was the primary influence in a 

new industry being born, one which continues to flourish in 

the rural areas of New Orleans. 

Japanese Shipping 

So far the trade and what the major commodities were 

between New Orleans and Japan have been traced from the 

43. Times-Picayune. Roll 194, December 5, 1937, 
p. 4. 
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beginning of the century to the late thirties. Before 

moving on to the demise of the trade, Japanese shipping at 

New Orleans should be treated; for it was what brought about 

the trade boom and sustained it, and with its departure, the 

trade died. 

It has already been noted that 1918 was the beginning 

of the dramatic surge in trade with the establishment of 

regular service by the Osaka Shosen Kaisha. This shipping 

line's expansion at the port of New Orleans was shown on 

February 23, 19 20, when one of its ships, the Panama Maru. 

with a cargo of Indian rubber made the inaugural journey 

of 12,788 miles between Singapore and New Orleans, and by 

this journey set up the first direct steamship service 

between the two ports. The O.S.K. in the early twenties 

was well on into a building program to increase its shipping 

activity in the Gulf of Mexico. It was in 1920 that the 

Mayor of New Orleans, Martin Behrman, received a letter from 

the manager of the company at Osaka, "stating that his re

quest will be complied with and that one of the firm's large 

new steamers will be christened 'New Orleans Maru' as a part 

of the company's appreciation of its rapidly growing 

business with this port and as evidencing the high regard 

44 
in which the O.S.K. line holds the port of New Orleans. 11 

44. New Orleans States. Roll 25, January 23, 1920, 
p. 3. 
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By 1921 there were fifty-seven steamship lines that 

linked New Orleans to practically all the ports of the 

world. There were in that year about 150 sailings each 

month, which were divided as follows: United Kingdom 20, 

Continental Europe 25, West Indies 30, Mexico 30, South 

America (East Coast) 5, Japan 3, and Africa with 2 sailings 

45 a month was at the bottom of the list. June of 1921 

brought promise of a greater increase in Japanese commercial 

presence in New Orleans with the O.S.K.»s announcement that 

several new vessels had been placed on the run between New 

46 
Orleans and the Orient via the Panama Canal. However, 

there was no mention in the trade magazine or any of the 

local papers whether one of the new ships had been named 

after New Orleans, as had been promised by the manager of 

the O.S.K. line. 

Statistics released from Washington, D. C., near the 

end of 1921 showed that the United States, Britain, Japan, 

and Norway handled 89% of the trade moving through the 

Panama Canal. The United States was first with 5,163,000 

tons. "Japan and Norway took third and fourth places with 

758,000 and 637,880 tons, respectively. Norway dropped 

45. "The Port of New Orleans," Merchants' Trade 
Index, Vol. XXVII, January 1921 (New Orleans, La. , 1921) , 
p. 47. 

46. "Movement of Ocean Freight," Merchants' 
Trade Index. Vol. XXXIII, May 1921 (New Orleans, La. , 
1921), p. 39. 
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below its figures for 1918, but Japan soared to new heights, 

47 exceeding her last high mark by 39,279 tons." The 

increase in trade at New Orleans helped Japan's tonnage 

record to soar in her use of the Panama Canal. 

At the same time, Japanese ships transferred grain 

from New Orleans across the Atlantic to Portuguese, Dutch, 

48 and German ports. The precedent set in the First World 

War of Japanese ships participating in the commerce of the 

Atlantic continued in the early twenties. There was again 

a parallel with the first Europeans in East Asian waters 

who not only carried cargo back to their mother countries 

but also found it profitable to enter the flourishing trade 

among the Asian countries themselves. 

In the early thirties, the Nippon Yusen Kaisha 

(N.Y.K. Line) strengthened her presence in the Gulf of 

Mexico. This firm had opened the route around the world for 

the Japanese by sending her ships during the First World War 

from Europe across the Atlantic to New York and then through 

49 the Panama Canal and home to Japan. This was the beginning 

47. Times-Picayune Roll B 523, November 28, 1921, 
p. 1. 

48. "New Orleans the Great Southern Grain Port," 
Merchants' Trade Index. Vol. XXXIII, April 1922 (New 
Orleans, La., 1922T7~p. 14; June 1922, p. 14; Vol. XXXIV, 
October 1922, p. 24. 

49. Golden Jubilee History of Nippon Yusen Kaisha 
1885-1935. p. 58. 
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of the New York Line of the N.Y.K. which by 1935 had grown 

to eighteen scheduled sailings between New York and Kobe. 

Meanwhile the increased activity in the Gulf of 

Mexico of Japanese commerce following the opening of the 

Panama Canal gave rise to N.Y.K.*s Gulf Line. By 1935 six 

new motor freighters had been added to the New York route 

and the released ships were put on the Gulf route between 

Kobe and New Orleans* Sometimes these ships called at the 

West Indies ports and went north to New York or Phila

delphia, There were in 19 35 nine regular sailings of the 

50 
N.Y.K. ships on the Gulf route. 

This represented the extent of the expansion of 

Japanese shipping at the port of New Orleans as the city 

moved towards the forties. It was the presence and increase 

in Japanese ships that accounted for the bulk of commerce 

between Japan and New Orleans, and the paradox was that the 

time when Japan had reached a new height at the port, was 

also the time when obstacles to free enterprise and 

commerce, dormant till then, were able to surface and suffo

cate the promising commercial relationship that had 

developed. 

Major Obstacles to the Pre-War Trade 

One may characterize the situation in New Orleans 

as one in which trade was much talked of; however, little 

50. Ibid., p. 173. 
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serious thought or tangible improvement was had in expansion 

of the volume of commerce because of the presence of a 

number of factors, among which distance, racism, provincial 

mentality, vested economic interests, and the national 

reaction to the Japanese war machine; all in various degrees 

contributed to the ultimate demise of Japanese trade at 

New Orleans. 

Distance has already been mentioned,, The speedier 

ships of the twenties did help to cut down the time required 

for a ship to traverse the distance between the Inland Sea 

and the Gulf of Mexico. Still, one may imagine what would 

have been the extent of the trade had Japan been closer. 

A major obstacle to the commercial relationship 

between Japan and New Orleans in the pre-war period was a 

certain noticeable provincial mentality that revealed itself 

in a lack of foresight, imagination, and competitive spirit. 

Along with complacency, residents in New Orleans revealed 

an inability to see beyond the horizon of the Mississippi 

River which surrounds New Orleans on three sides. 

This lack of breadth was detected in the business 

and trade circles of the city during the First World War by 

an observer who moved within New Orleans' commercial circles. 

He felt that the best interests of New Orleans would be 

served if the city sent to Central and South America 

emissaries who "must of necessity know the Spanish language, 

as well as the customs and characteristics of those 
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people—not mere peddlers to presume upon the hospitality 

of those most gracious and hospitable people—who mistake 

hospitality for friendship and thereby lose irretrievably 

51 
the very opportunity they seek." 

He was of the opinion that only men worthy of 

confidence and consideration should be sent for they will 

receive social courtesies that must not be abused. Only men 

who will be able from their previous knowledge of the Latin 

race and possessing the ability to discern and report 

intelligently and comprehensively on their return should be 

considered as trade ambassadors of New Orleans. If this 

was felt to be necessary for New Orleans business men going 

to Latin America where, despite different customs and 

languages, they did share a common culture derived from 

Western Europe and many a common membership in the Catholic 

Church, then how much more so the need of men qualified in 

language, history, culture, and customs of East Asia, and 

Japan in particular, if trade was to ever really expand and 

develop between East Asia and New Orleans. 

Nor was this lack of preparation and foresight 

present only when the commercial interests of New Orleans 

left the city. It was present right along the wharves and 

in the financial district of the city. In December of 1921 

a Japanese trade delegation told the trade group of the 

51. Merchants' Trade Index, Vol. XXV, September 22, 
1914, p. 1. 
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city that Japanese business would develop greatly if proper 

facilities could be arranged in the city for financing and 

storage of imports. Ishii Akira, Manager-Director of the 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha (N.Y.K. Line), said that the cotton of 

the port plus the steel and iron from Birmingham made an 

ideal cargo in New Orleans for Japanese ships. The problem 

was to provide merchandise on the o'atward trip from Japan. 

If local bankers and importers would interest themselves in 

bringing in more Japanese goods, then the trade of New 

52 Orleans would grow to immense proportions. 

In the mid-thirties when Japan was experiencing 

another boom in industry and commerce, an even more pro

vincial attitude than the type found in New Orleans began 

to put pressure on the United States Government and the 

Senate began to be concerned over Japanese imports. The 

United States had not snapped back yet from the depression. 

The Japanese Ambassador, realizing this, sent word to Tokyo 

and in December of 19 35 reported that his country was 

restricting shipments of goods to the United States. How

ever, the flow continued in American eyes and as protest 

arose, Roosevelt, at the request of the Tariff Commission, 

53 
raised the tariff 42% on certain cotton goods. 

52. Times-Picayune, Roll B 523, December 2, 1921, 
p. 3. 

53. Warren Hunsberger, Japan and the United States 
in World Trade (New York: Harper and Row, 1964) , pT 315. 
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In 1936, China furnished only 18% of Japan's import 

requirements as compared to 17% from Southern Asia and 23% 

from the United States. Japan took United States cotton, 

steel, lumber, cars, machinery, and wheat—half of United 

States exports to Asia went to Japan in 19 36--more than the 

54 
trade of the entire South American continent. By contrast 

the Japanese "invasion" of the United States with cotton 

goods, toys, canned fish, constituted a quantity quite 

small despite the furor it raised. 

It was against such a background that a twenty-nine 

member Japanese economic mission visited New Orleans and 

other American cities; then they went to Berlin where they 

participated in the Ninth Congress of International Chamber 

of Commerce in June of 1937. It would seem that their 

sojourn in New Orleans was one big round of cocktail parties, 

yachting, golfing, and sightseeing with little time for 

55 
serious talk on commercial and allied subjects, There was 

no conference with the leading businessmen as in other 

cities. New Orleans in the late thirties and early forties 

suffered from a real lack of leadership in all levels of 

human endeavors, to judge by the articles, editorials, 

allegations, and campaign speeches of this period. It is 

54. Lockwood, The Economic Development of Japan. 
p. 397. 

55. Report of the Japanese Economic Mission (Tokyo: 
Kokusai Shuppan Insatsusha, 19 38), passim. 
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hard to read the diary of the Japanese Mission in conjunc

tion with the newspapers and not feel that New Orleans was 

living for the present fun-filled moment, uninterested in 

tackling some of her major problems both at home and 

abroad. 

Judging from the agenda that the New Orleans 

Association of Commerce set up for the trade mission while 

in New Orleans, it would seem that they expected the Japanese 

to continue to buy Southern cotton and all should forget. 

about the trade restrictions. Where the New Orleans 

businessmen did not ask the pertinent question on how 

commercial relations could be improved between the two 

countries, the Dallas businessmen did. To this question the 

Japanese answered that "those engaged in commerce and indus

try with eastern and northern part of the United States are 

more influential than the agriculturists of the South. This 

state of things accounts for the campaigns that are organized 

from time to time for restricting the importation of 

Japanese goods. 

The reasoning of the Japanese was correct up to a 

point. In an excellent study done in the early sixties it 

was found that in general the ratio of Southern farmers who 

possessed a more cosmopolitan spirit was greater than the 

workers who were in factories or mills of the South. But 

56. Ibid., p. 14. 
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farmers on the whole were less prone to venture an opinion 

unless it affected their lives directly. As a result as 

"each.former cotton farmer moved to the textile plant or 

other protectionist industry, it was usually not long before 

he abandoned the tradition of freer trade in favor of the 

57 opposition." It may be argued that if this was the 

condition in the early 1960's how much more so in the mid-

thirties when many more farmers did not have electricity in 

the rural South, few had finished grammar or high school, 

and there were no transistor radios or television to bring 

the outside world into their isolation of cotton rows and 

piney woods, or to erase their sense of despair in the 

depression years. 

The paradox was that Southern Congressmen, more 

secure with their voters than their Northern colleagues 

because of the monopoly of the Democratic Party, did devote 

themselves to international problems and became influential 

chairmen or members of Congressional Committees dealing with 

foreign affairs. As a result, a majority of Southerners in 

both houses of Congress opposed the Fo rdney-McCumber 'Tariff 

of 1922 and the Hawley-Smoot Tariff of 1930—both were 

supported by Republican Presidents. "On nine roll calls 

concerning reciprocal trade between 19 34 and the late 1940's, 

57, Alfred 0. Hero, Jr., The Southerner and World 
Affairs (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 
1965), p. 174. 
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58 95% of Southern Congressmen voted in favor." The Japanese 

were right in seeihg the preponderance of influence enjoyed 

and exercised by the commercial and industrial powers of the 

North and Northeast, but just what more the farmers of the 

South could do to bring pressure to bear on the North or in 

Congress or in the economic area is hard to say. 

But surely the commercial and trade circles of the 

south, and New Orleans in particular, could have provided 

the much needed leadership to galvanize some form of move

ment to protect their cotton trade with Japan in the 

context of how much this trade had meant to them in the 

twenties and thirties. What is surprising is the fact that 

New Orleans allowed a developing ninety-year dream of trade 

with Japan to shrivel and die with little or no protest. 

As has been already remarked, by August of 1937, New 

Orleans had already taken note of the decline in her cotton 

trade with Japan. At the end of the previous month, the 

United States had denounced the Treaty of Commerce and 

Navigation with its protocol which had for twenty-eight 

years governed her commercial relations with Japan. The 

denunciation of the commercial treaty was tied up with the 

United States policy of putting pressure on Japan's policy 

of aggression. There were other reasons; the old treaty 

had been in a conditional form and in the Hull program all 

58. Ibid., p. 4. 
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treaties were to be unconditional. Also since 1911 new 

areas had been added to the Japanese Empire and the extent 

and application needed to be clarified* By denying the 

United States most-favored-nation rights in her spheres of 

influence, Japan had opened herself for retaliation. She 

had also subsidized her exports of industrial goods to free-

exchange countries and so counter-balanced duties set up as 

59 
self-defense. 

The treaty was due to expire on January 26, 1940, 

and with that 3ate United States denunciation became effec

tive and "a period of economic warfare preceded the 

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941. The 

Roosevelt Administration was at last in a position to put 

economic pressure against Japan. "Public opinion had been 

moved to a point where 'measures of war' against Japan 

seemed to have majority support.Serious questions no 

longer were raised within the Administration or in the press 

or radio whether the national interests in Asia were worth a 

war risk. Japan began to suffer the same fate in other 

countries and like the earlier barrier erected against 

immigrants, she was confronted with a convincing picture of 

59. Dietrich, Far Eastern Trade of the United 
States . p. 30. 

60. Hunsberger, Japan and the United States in 
World Trade, p. 257. 

61. Neumann, America Encounters Japan, p. 255. 
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Western encirclement. Ignoring what sound economics dic

tated , she came to the conclusion that the most secure 

markets were those which Japan could control politically and 

hence an argument for further political expansion. 

By the middle of July 1941, the once flourishing 

trade between New Orleans and Japan was non-existent. The 

Tokai Maru and the Amaqi San Maru were in the port on July 

6 2 11, 1941. With their departure went a dream and hope of 

over eighty years. A week later, the Japanese Embassy in 

Washington announced that ten or more Japanese ships in the 

Atlantic Coast waters would return to Japan the long way, 

around Cape Horn, rather than continue efforts to obtain 

6 3 
permission to use the Panama Canal. The Canal had been 

closed to Japanese shipping on the grounds that repairs were 

being made, nonetheless American ships continued to pass 

through the Canal. Among the ships listed which would have 

to make the long journey around South America were the Tokai 

Maru and the Amaqi San Maru. The Panama Canal had ceased to 

exist for the Japanese. As a face-saving gesture it was 

reported that the ships were being withdrawn from the 

Atlantic because they could earn more in the Pacific where 

there was a dearth of ships. That might be so, but it could 

62. L. Wiese to B. Wren, January 3, 1969, dealing 
with Japanese-American trade at the Port of New Orleans. 

63. Times-Picayune, Roll 241, July 21, 1941, 
p. 11. 
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be nothing like the shortage of ships that the U-boats were 

creating in the North and South Atlantic and the Gulf of 

Mexico in the summer of 1941. 

Only at the end of July 1941, after the Japanese 

assets were frozen in the United States because of her 

invasion of French Indo-China, was the general public of New 

Orleans made aware of the trade stoppage. Although it was 

admitted that Japan had been a market for Southern products, 

especially cotton, oil, and scrap metal, the American 

consumer would be less pinched by the interruption of the 

trade than by the blockade of European trade. The Japanese 

needed American commodities more than Americans needed 

theirs. There would be bad effects in the breach of trade, 

but the hardships had to be endured with the same philosophy 

64 
and fortitude that is had in war. What would the editor 

or his fellow Orleanians have recommended if the position 

had been reversed, that is, Japan had been able to get along 

without the United States trade but not vice versa? 

One important reason why New Orleans commercial 

circles did not voice an objection to the demise in trade 

with Japan was the actual increase of trade through the port 

despite the loss of European and Japanese markets. This 

increase helped the economy of the Greater New Orleans Area, 

and so with a prosperity at hand, the war in Europe and in 

64. Ibid. July 29, 1941. p. <5. 
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East Asia seemed remote, even though the prosperity of 1940-

1941 was due to the war. 

Tremendous amounts of sugar began to pass through 

the port and there was an increase in the reshipment of 

goods that had never come through New Orleans before. A 

substantial part of this tonnage was traceable to the 

educational program that the Port of New Orleans had 

launched throughout the Mississippi Valley and the Mid-West. 

There was also the submarine which drove shippers to use the 

safer Mississippi River. For example, there was a large 

shipment from Canada destined for East Asia in 1941 which 

was handled by the port. These are some reasons why the 

commercial interests of New Orleans could write off the loss 

of the Japanese trade so easily. On the other hand, the 

cotton merchants did suffer. In the mid-fall of 1941, 

cotton had declined by $3.75 per bale on the open market and 

this was ascribed to war pessimism and to the efforts to 

halt inflation by the Administration.^ No mention was made 

that the Japanese cotton buyers were no longer in the South 

to buy. 

If one reads the news accounts and editorials of the 

New Orleans newspapers from mid-summer to December of 1941, 

than trie reaction of the city to the attack of Pearl Harbor 

does not come as a surprise. It never seems to have crossed 

65. Times-Picayune. Roll 244, October 17, 1941, 
p. 1. 



107 

Orleanians1 minds that a deadly war of economics had been 

waged in earnest for the last six months between their 

country and Japan. They, like the rest of the nation, had 

done nothing to Japan and were innocent, consequently the 

act of Pearl Harbor could only be assigned to oriental 

treachery. 



CHAPTER 5 

CHANGING ATTITUDES OF NEW ORLEANS TOWARD THE 
JAPANESE, 1900-1945 

While the commercial aspects of the Japanese-New 

Orleans relationship were dealt with in the previous chapter, 

the social and cultural facets of the same period have been 

left until now. Generally speaking, there were few social 

and cultural contacts between the two areas, with the result 

that when a shift in attitude toward the Japanese did occur 

in New Orleans, there was no real counteracting influence. 

In order to have an adequate picture of the relation during 

the period and to underline the success of the trade that 

did exist, the social and cultural aspects of the relation

ship should be treated. The events that led to Pearl Harbor 

and the war itself allowed New Orleans to give free expres

sion to certain qualities that ran within and around her 

deep as the current of the Mississippi River. 

Early Immigration 

It has always been quite difficult for Orleanians to 

meet the Japanese socially in the city for a number of 

reasons, not the least of which has been the paucity of 

Japanese in the city. In 1900 there were 17 Japanese who 

lived in Louisiana, in 1910 the number had risen to 31, in 

108 
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1920 to 57, but in 1930 the number dropped to 52, and by 

1940 there were only 46 Japanese in Louisiana."'' The number 

of Japanese was quite small, especially compared to the 

number that lived in Texas during the same period. Only in 

1900 did Louisiana surpass the total of 13 Japanese who 

lived in Texas, but by 1910 Texas counted 340 Japanese within 

2 her border, as compared to only 31 counted in Louisiana. 

East Texas was very much like Louisiana with rich 

black soil, pine woods, and good rainfall. The land was 

ideal for various crops, especially rice, and in 1903 several 

Japanese farmers were attracted to the Houston area to 

3 
cultivate rice. Southern Pacific Railroad officials in 

New Orleans viewed the Japanese rice farmers as a valuable 

asset to the rice country of Louisiana and Texas. It was 

hoped that the few Japanese who had colonized in both 

states would after the Russo-Japanese War return "with 

others and the upbuilding of this great industry of the Gulf 

Coast country will continue to make giant strides and more 

than ever take its place in the industrial economy of 

4 America." 

1. Shinichi Kato, Beikoku Nikkeijin Hayakumen Shi 
(The History of a Hundred Years of Japanese Americans) 
(Tokyo: Shin Nichibei Shinbun Sha, 1961), p. 1421. 

2. Ibid., p. 1231. 

3. Ibid., p. 1232. 

4. Times-Picayune. Roll B 316, February 16, 1904, 
p. 4. 
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The Japanese did return and brought others with 

them. The years around 1908 were considered a flourishing 

time for Japanese immigration with about thirty or more 

5 
families engaged m rice farming m Texas. In contrast to 

this, in 1904 there was only one Japanese who had opened a 

store that dealt in art and miscellaneous goods in New 

Orleans, while in the suburbs of New Orleans by 1913 only 

five Japanese couples could be counted who were engaged in 

0 
the cultivation of beans and tomatoes. 

Early Cultural Contact 

New Orleans was afforded a fine Japanese cultural 

contact in the person of Ernest Francisco Fenollosa (1853-

1908). He had lived, studied, and worked at Harvard and the 

Boston Museum of Fine Arts. In 1878, Fenollosa went to 

teach at the University of Tokyo. In him, already well-

versed in the art history of the West, there developed a 

deep appreciation of the arts of Japan. From the first 

moment he arrived in Japan, Fenollosa felt himself at one 

7 with the Japanese Spirit. He left Japan in 1890, revisited 

her in 1896, and in 1900 returned to the United States, 

where he became a professor at Columbia University. 

5. Kato, Beikoku Nikkeijin Hayakumen Shi, p. 1237. 

6. Ibid., p. 1422. 

7. Hijikata Teiichi, "Discoverer of Intrinsic Value 
of Japanese Fine Arts," New Japan. Vol. 20 (1968), p. 103. 
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Before his death in London in 1908, Fenollosa had 

lectured across the United States on Japanese art. It was 

in this capacity that he was sponsored by the Catholic 

Winter School of New Orleans to give two evening lectures 

with lantern slides at the Tulane Hall on February 26 and 

27th, 1902. Fenollosa traced the art history of Japan from 

700 A.D. to 1860, attempting to show how new thoughts and 

ideas motivated each period and influenced the arts of 

Japan.® 

The two large audiences were impressed by the 

scholarly gentleman who spoke with such authority about an 

Oriental culture that had achieved such high levels of 

sensitivity to beauty and artistic creativity. Whether 

Orleanians were willing to admit cultural parity was 

doubtful, but there was an inclination "to love the simple, 

frank, and almost childlike Japanese, and the desire was 

created to know more about the Mikado's people, and about 

9 
their delightful country." The local reaction was 

favorable, but there was the noticeable tinge of condescen

sion that was mixed with the exotic image of Japan which 

Lafcadio Hearn had helped form. The stimulation for a 

fuller and more correct knowledge of Japan which the 

8. Times-Picayune. Roll B 297, February 28, 1902, 
p. 11. 

9. Ibid.. February 27, 1902, p. 7. 
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lectures of Fenollosa had created soon withered for the lack 

of other capable speakers of a similar high caliber. 

Another cultural influence of the same period was 

brought to New Orleans by a Mississippi River boat captain, 

Paul Doullut. On a visit to the Louisiana Fair in 1903 at 

St. Louis, Missouri, Doullut saw a replica of the Kinkakuji 

or Golden Pavilion, built by Yoshimitsu at Kyoto in 1397. 

Doullut perceived a certain basic feature in the model that 

was indigenous to the lower Mississippi River region. In 

this area the French and Creoles had built compact homes 

which were encircled by open galleries with slender columns 

for support and covered by a hipped roof. Impressed by a 

basic similarity of structure between the Kinkakuji and what 

he was familiar with in the South, Doullut in 1905 built a 

three-storied house tnat was rectangular with severed 

corners, the first two stories surrounded by porches. 

The house still stands on Egania Street close to the 

levee in New Orleans. On first glance it seems to be a good 

example of "Steamboat Gothic" but if one visually removed 

the large white wooden beads that were gracefully strung 

like a pearl necklace from column to column on the porches, 

one was immediately struck with the close similarity of the 

house with Kinkakuji—provided one knew about the Kyoto 

pavilion. Probably most Orleanians did not know of it then, 

10. Lancaster and Rawls, Japanese Influence in 
America. p. 143. 
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and the situation has not changed much today. The 

Fenollosa lectures and Doullut's house represented the sum 

of cultural exchange between Japan and New Orleans from the 

beginning of the century to the establishment of the 

Japanese Consulate in 1922. 

Japanese Consulate and Japan Society 

Despite the small number of Japanese in New Orleans 

in 1922, Japan chose the Crescent City as the site of its 

Southern United States Consulate. Her choice was due, 

first to the recognition that New Orleans was the second 

port of the United States. Secondly, Japan in the early 

twenties was enjoying a trade boom with New Orleans with a 

hope for an increase; also the city was more centrally 

located in comparison to the Texas ports or cities, and 

consequently, the Consulate would be in a better position 

to care for all her nationals throughout the deep South. 

The first Consul, Michio Kaku, arrived in New 

Orleans on November 15, 1922. Kaku believed that the city 

was well known by the merchants of Tokyo because of the 

prestigeous position the port occupied in cotton exports, 

and also all educated Japanese knew that New Orleans had 

been the home of Lafcadio Hearn and that he had worked for 

the Times-Democrat."'"^ 

11. Times-Picayune. Roll 19, November 17, 1922, 
p. 7. 
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With the establishment of the Japanese Consulate. 

the work of John Walker Phillips as Honorary Consul came to 

an end. Born in Mobile in 1848, Phillips had served in the 

Confederate Army. A resident of New Orleans since 1865, he 

joined I. L„ Lyons & Company in 1882, and became General 

Manager in 1922. For his service to Japan, Phillips was 

presented by Kaku in 1922 with "the Fifth Class of the 

Imperial Order of the Rising Sun, a decoration which was 

said to be the fifth ever bestowed by the Mikado on a 

12 
person not a Japanese subject." 

John Phillips continued his interest in Japan by 

helping to form and direct the Japanese Society of New 

Orleans. According to Prescott Follett, one of the first 

members, the Society held its first meeting on November 3, 

13 
1927, on a Mitsui ship on the Mississippi. This must have 

been a preliminary meeting which set the necessary forces in 

motion for a permanent organization which formally took 

place in a charter meeting of the Society at the Roosevelt 

14 
Hotel on December 12, 1928. 

12. Times-Picayune. Roll 193, October 30, 1937, 
p. 2. 

13. Prescott S. Follett, Letter to Frank G. 
Strachan, President of the Strachan Shipping Company, 
October 10, 1969, Archives of Japan Society of New Orleans. 
New Orleans, La. 

14. Times-Picayune, Roll 83, December 13, 1928, 
p. 3. 
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About forty Orleanians, American and Japanese, were 

present in the drawing up of the rules and electing of 

officers for the Society. The first President was Neal M. 

Leach, while John W. Phillips served as Vice-President. 

Prescott Follett held the post of Treasurer and Edward 

Gueydan, who represented the Japanese on the New Orleans 

Cotton Exchange, was elected to the six-man Board. 

The Japan Society of New Orleans set for itself in 

1928 the task of diffusing "among the American people of the 

Southern States a more accurate knowledge of the people of 

Japan, their aims, ideals, arts, sciences, industries, and 

15 
economic conditions. " It was a worthwhile but formidable 

goal, one that the Society fell far short of in the light of 

the facts that are known between 1928 and 1941. 

What little that was done to achieve the goals of 

the Japan Society was done by Yuki Sato, the Japanese 

Consul at New Orleans between 1931 and 1938. As early as 

1932, Sato had given talks and demonstrations in the Japanese 

art of flower arrangement, Ikebana. He enjoyed the reputa

tion of being an authority on flowers and gardens of Japan 

16 
and was in constant demand as a speaker in New Orleans. 

Sato also made the first attempt to teach Japanese as a 

spoken language in New Orleans. Judged by the lack of 

15. Ibid. 

16. Times-Picayune. Roll 19 6, February 10, 19 38, 
p. 2. 
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evidence during the period and subsequent attempts to teach 

the Japanese language in New Orleans, it may safely be 

assumed that Sato did not find many students. 

Nor was Sato successful in presenting Japan's 

position to Orleanians in the thirties. His views went 

counter to what the newspapers held in regard to the 

Manchurian question and Japanese militarism in East Asia. 

Prescott Follett, who had an appreciation of certain aspects 

of Japanese culture, dropped out of the Japan Society of New 

Orleans in 1933. He felt that Sato had made the Society 

17 into a Japanese propaganda and trade bureau. 

By 1937 the Japanese Society of New Orleans had 

increased its membership to about 17 5, drawn from the whole 

Gulf area which was linked to Japan by the cotton trade. 

"Its principal activities seem to have been entertainment 

18 of Japanese business representatives." Most of the major 

goals of the Society had been forgotten despite various 

opportunities that could have been used in helping to 

achieve the ideals of the Society had they been taken 

seriously. 

Again on the occasion of the dedication of the Hearn 

Room at the Howard-Tilton Memorial Library, Robert I. Usher, 

17. Prescott Follett, Personal interview, November 
24, 1969. 

18. Schwantes, Japanese and Americans. p. 294. 
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head librarian, admitted that "It remained for our friends 

from Japan, the country which Hearn adopted as his own after 

leaving America, to take the initiative in the suggestion 

which has led to the establishment of the Room which we 

19 
dedicate today*" There was no sign of interest or 

cooperation on the part of the Japan Society of New Orleans 

with either the Japan Institute of New York or the Lafcadio 

Hearn Society of New Orleans in the dedication ceremonies 

in March of 1941. 

Socially and culturally there were more contacts 

during the first four decades of this century between New 

Orleans and Japan than in the last four decades of the 

nineteenth century. This was due to some Japanese immigra

tion, visiting trade delegations, businessmen and students, 

the establishment of the Japanese Consulate and the Japan 

Society of New Orleans. However, all of these together were 

not enough to counteract the negative forces operating in 

New Orleans which were able to rupture the relationship. 

The Image of Japan Changes 

The image of Japan in the first few decades of the 

twentieth century underwent a major shift in New Orleans. 

During the first few days of August 1900, when the Allies 

were preparing to advance on Peking from the port of 

Tiensin, the superb organization and logistic acumen of the 

19. Lafcadio Hearn in New Orleans, p. 7. 
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Japanese was played up in contrast to the confusion and lack 

of organization that seemed to plague the British and 

American armies in their advance on Peking, The only 

discernible fault ascribed to the Japanese was their 

impetuousness in the capture of Peking. "They lost many men 

by advancing prematurely, but their pluck and endurance fit 

20 them to tank with the finest soldiers of Europe." 

The announcement in 1902 of the Anglo-Japanese treaty 

was received in New Orleans with some surprise but general 

approval because it was felt that such a treaty would safe

guard the peace of East Asia and United States economic 

21 
prospects in the same area. The occasion of the Russo-

Japanese War of 1904-1905 witnessed an outpouring of a very 

strong pro-Japanese feeling in New Orleans. So much so that 

it represented the height of good feeling towards Japan in 

the Crescent City and consequently stands in marked contrast 

to the anti-Japanese atmosphere prevalent in the city at the 

time of Pearl Harbor. 

The people of New Orleans seem to possess a better 

and truer image of the Japanese in 1904 than they or their 

children did in 1941. For example, before the devastating 

bombardment of Port Arthur on the night of February 8-9 by 

20. Times-Picayune. Roll B 283, August 18, 1900, 
p. 4. 

21. Times-Picayune, Roll 297, February 14, 1902, 
p. 4. 



119 

the Japanese, the people of the city were warned that what

ever "the next move will be must rest with Japan, and as 

that Power does not act altogether after European precedents, 

it is impossible to say whether there will be a formal 

declaration of war or some overt, hostile act which will 

22 
inaugurate war . „ . ." The reaction to the reality of 

the premonition was one of admiration for the boldness of 

the concept and execution. What impressed Orleanians was 

that Japan had planned everything in advance and once she 

had become suspicious that Russia was stalling for time, 

Japan proved that she was "gifted with more cunning as well 

as with two of the first attributes of a warlike nation, 

23 
namely, craft and celerity of action." All who might be 

squeamish about attacking first and then declaring war were 

reminded that the United States had done the same thing with 

Mexico in 1848, and even the Civil War, so dear to the 

memory of Orleanians, had begun with no formal declaration 

of war. The treatment of the successful attack on Port 

Arthur as a brilliant example of military strategy by the 

New Orleans press when compared to the equally successful 

surprise attack on Pearl Harbor offers some striking 

parallels and makes for interesting reading, especially 

22. Times-Picayune. Roll B 316, February 7, 1904, 
p. 6. 

23. Ibid.. February 25, 1904, p. 6. 
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when the conclusion drawn from the two surprise attacks are 

so diametrically opposite. 

The skills and abilities of the Japanese and their 

military leaders such as Togo, Nogi, and Oyama were edi

torialized, and received front page coverage along with 

large photographs, some of which were 12 x 10 inches. The 

most important molders of Orleanian opinion towards Japan 

were her cartoonists. Like others throughout the country, 

they "pictured the Japanese soldier as a heroic figure and 

there were no traces of the'ape-like caricature of the 

toothy, threatening Japanese so commonly used in the 

24 
19301s. 

The first real shift occurred when the press in New 

Orleans attempted to play down the reasons for Japanese 

suspicions of the Western nations in the summer of 1921, 

despite advocating "that Japan be diplomatically reminded 

that she cannot build and maintain naval armaments without 

steel and she is dependent for steel upon sources outside 

25 
her domain. She could be rationed if necessary." . While 

the Washington Naval Conference was in progress, the 

Japanese concept of a naval balance was characterized as 

one in which non-combatants of California would bathe at 

certain stipulated hours on the shores of the Pacific when 

24. Neumann, America Encounters Japan, p. 122. 

25. Times-Picayune. Roll B 516, June 5, 1921, p. 1. 
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2 6 the Mikado's war ships were not using the ocean. Both 

nations had entered a vicious naval race, but to judge by 

the papers of 1921, it was all the fault of Japan. 

New Orleans which had once viewed the Anglo-Japanese 

Treaty in a favorable light now agreed with President 

Harding's message to the Senate in which he stated that 

the United States' success in putting an end to the Anglo-

27 
Japanese Alliance was a source of the greatest joy. By 

the removal of the treaty it was felt that mistrust was also 

done away and that Japanese militarism could not hide behind 

the treaty. In less than twenty years public opinion in 

New Orleans had already shifted a great deal away from 

Japan. 

New Orleans' poor response to the catastrophic earth

quake in Japan in September of 1923, despite the excellent 

newspaper coverage of the tragic episode, was indicative of 

the shift in attitude towards Japan. After Kaku Michio, the 

Japanese Consul of New Orleans, had conferred with Governor 

Parker in Baton Rouge, the Governor sent telegrams to the 

leading rice mills and factories in Louisiana asking for a 

report of how much rice was at hand and available for early 

shipment to Japan. The threat of famine in Japan after the 

26. Times-Picayune. Roll B 523, November 29, 1921, 
p. 8. 

27. Kamikawa and Kimura, Japan-American Diplomatic 
Rel, -ions . p. 436. 
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earthquake spurred the Governor to try and get a shipload of 

28 
rice under way from New Orleans as soon as possible. 

A Japanese Relief Fund in New Orleans started off 

quite well with $3,000 collected by the end of the first day 

of the drive. This was mainly due to three of the city's 

big banks: Canal Commercial, Whitney Central, and the 

, 29 Hibernia; each gave $500. However, after a few days the 

drive lost its momentum. Although $7,000 had been collected, 

the sum represented a small group and the city as a whole 

did not show the generosity on which it prided itself. Less 

than 20% of the total quota had been raised, while other 

cities had already reached their quotas, and were still 

going strong in contributions. 

On September 12, 1923, the Christmas kettles of the 

Salvation Army appeared on Canal Street to receive the 

contributions of the people for the Japanese. The same day 

New Orleans was reminded that when San Francisco was 

destroyed by earthquake, Japan's response to the disaster 

was immediate and generous. "The South to date has raised 

about $91,000 for the relief of the Japanese stricken by an 

infinitely worse disaster. Of this total, Louisiana has 

30 given about $20,000." Most of the sum represented large 

28. New Orleans Item, Roll 1-98, September 4, 1923, 
p. 1. 

29. Ibid., September 6, 1923, p. 9. 

30. Ibid.. September 12, 1923, p. 1. 
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organizations, and it was felt that there was a shortage of 

individual contributions. 

Louisiana in general and New Orleans in particular 

"seems not to have made its quota. The business, financial, 

and commercial circles of New Orleans did contribute both 

from humanitarian ideals and self-interest motives based on 

the realization of the potentiality of Japanese markets. 

But the average Orleanian because of his historical back

ground, lack of contact and knowledge of the Orient and the 

Japanese in particular even 'in relation with New Orleans, 

found it a bit difficult to identify with the Japanese. 

Racism and Immigration 

Reaction in New Orleans to the Boxer Rebellion in 

the summer of 1900 revealed the prevalence of racist thought. 

Although the relief expedition to Peking was temporarily 

placed under the command of a Japanese, until a higher 

ranking German officer arrived, it was confidently held in 

New Orleans that the Allied troops could never be placed 

under Japanese leadership, "since no European or American 

general would consent to serve under the orders of an 

31 Asiatic." Reasons for such a position were discussed in 

New Orleans without any inhibitions. For example, "It is 

the world's experience that the colored races are inferior 

to the whites in physique, intelligence, and morals, the 

31. Times-Picayune. Roll 283, July 25, 1900, p. 1. 
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inevitable result has occurred: the higher race has begun to 

32 deteriorate and in parts to disappear." ' Even after the 

victory of the Japanese over the Russians, the racist's 

mentality in New Orleans, while conceding capabilities of 

non-whites to make progress, still clung to the difference of 

the white race. "That difference is so great that the white 

race will not consent to live with any other upon a basis of 

33 
social or political equality," 

This superior attitude was extended to the First 

World War when Japan sent Germany an ultimatum concerning 

the German colony of Shantung. There were those in New 

Orleans who agreed with President Wilson that the war should 

be confined to Europe; "that it should be a white man's war, 

and the black, yellow, and brown races not be drawn into it; 

because in that event the struggle would get beyond the 

34 
limits of civilization, to savagery and barbarism." 

The summer of 1921 brought news of Japanese fleeing 

the California region, deportations, violence, and the threat 

35 
of burning their bunk houses. This was the way the South 

kept the Negroes "in their place. 11 There had to be a 

32. Times-Picayune. Roll B 316, February 17, 1904, 
p. 6. 

33. Times-Picayune, Roll B 332, September 4, 1905, 
p. 6. 

34. Times-Picayune. Roll B 435, August 18, 1914, 
p. 1; August 19, 1914, p. 6. 

35. Times-Picayune. Roll B 517, July 21, 1921, p. 3. 
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transference of some of the contempt that Orleanians held 

for the Negroes to the Japanese, if for no other reason than 

they allowed themselves to be so shamelessly treated. 

Nothing was to be gained by either race in attempt

ing to bridge the racial chasm by a common nationality. It 

was felt that Lafcadio Hearn had made "a very serious and 

distressing blunder when he became a citizen of Japan, and 

we cannot see how on their side the brown men could gain 

3 6 
anything by swearing themselves American." Such an 

attitude was based on the belief "that as a people, we 

Americans have never been guilty of unfair treatment of the 

aliens among us and surely, the Japanese who are already 

residents of the United States have nothing to fear in 

37 
trusting their interests to the great American electorate." 

This represented the prevalent opinion in the twenties and 

thirties in New Orleans. Her feeling towards the Immigration 

Act in April of 19 24 should be viewed with such an attitude 

in mind. 

New Orleans' will was shown in Washington where James 

O'Connor, who represented the First District, voted for 

exclusion. His district included about half of the city of 

New Orleans, as well as Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes. 

His partner of the Second District, Henry Garland Dupre, 

36. Times-Picayune. Roll 9, November 16, 1922, p. 8. 

37. Ibid. 
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represented the other half of the city and Jefferson, St. 

Charles, St. James, and St John Parishes was absent when the 

38 
votes were taken. Besides O'Connor, five other Louisiana 

representatives voted for exclusion and one abstained. In 

the Senate, Edwin Sidney Broussard of New Iberia voted for 

exclusion, while his companion, Joseph Eugene Ransdell of 

39 > 
Lake Providence abstained. The odds are that if Dupre had 

been present he would have voted for exclusion or abstained. 

The South's position in general and New Orleans' position in 

particular had been compromised by their attitude towards 

the Negro. This racism proved easily transferable in 1924 

to the Japanese, and it was duly ratified and legalized by 

their Representatives in the Congress. 

The result of this racism both individually and 

collectively was that by the time of the Manchurian Affair 

in 1931 there was little, if any, sentiment left for Japan 

in New Orleans. Stories dealing with Japanese slyness and 

lack of military prowess began to circulate within the city. 

An example would be an ex-Orleanian's story of how a 

Japanese destroyer repeatedly used the cover of neutral 

ships in the Shanghai area to fire on Chinese positions, 

"but they never hit anything anyhow. Their gunners are 

38. Congressional Record, Vol. 65, Part 6, 1st 
Session, April 1-14, 1924 (Washington: Government Printing 
Office, 1924), p. 6258. 

39. Ibid., p. 6315. 
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40 terrible." Stories of this type ^ ̂ mforced a certain 

contempt for the Japanese and created a feeling in New 

Orleans that the Japanese would never stand up to the 

Americans. 

For instance, the sinking of the Panay in December 

of 1937 had a special interest in New Orleans because one 

of her native sons, Emile Gassie, was on it. New Orleans' 

reaction was tempered by the swift apology of Japan, which 

was interpreted as "a proof of Japanese appreciation of our 

41 
forbearance and fairness of spirit." Many felt both a 

moral and a physical superiority because the Japanese had 

either not bothered to apologize or had taken their time 

when similar incidents had occurred with other Western 

shipping in Chinese waters. 

The decade of 1931-1941 witnessed the uninhibited 

display of racism by the persistent caricature of the 

Japanese as toothy, sly, and ruthless, and offered a 

contrast to the forgotten heroic image of the Japanese 

soldier held up for praise at the beginning of the century. 

This steady anti-Japanese diet reached a crescendo in the 

last six months before Pearl Harbor, with the freezing of 

Japan's assets in the United States because of her occupa

tion of French Indo-China. 

40. Item-Tribune. Original, May 29, 1932, p. 16. 

41. Times-Picayune. Roll R 192, December 14, 1927, 
p. 8. 
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In November of 1941, Orleanians were warned that, 

"Care should be taken against entrapment in a 'war of 

nerves' in which hopes for peace are alternately raised and 

dashed by a power which has not slackened its own prepara-

42 tions for war." Yet at the same time, the newspapers of 

New Orleans were filled with pictures and articles dealing 

with American soldiers, planes, ships, and war maneuvers. 

Then twice in little more than a week before Pearl Harbor, 

the headlines proclaimed that Tokyo must bow down to the 

United States' principles or face the consequence of a new 

war. There was intimation that Japan's bluff had been 

called.^ 

Pearl Harbor 

The afternoon of December 7, 1941, the common 

reaction of most Orleanians, like the rest of Americans, was 

one of surprise and shock that the Japanese would stand up 

to the United States in such a belligerent manner. The 

staff at the Japanese Consulate at 4631 St. Charles Avenue 

burnt documents all Sunday afternoon until the fire was 

extinguished about 5 p.m. because of the complaint of a 

neighbor. At that time the crowd around the Consulate was 

42. Times-Picayune. Roll 245, November 11, 1941, 
p. 8. 

43. Ibid.. November 27, 1941, p. 1; Roll 246, 
December 3, 1941, p. 1. 
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estimated to be about 2,000 and still growing; however, 

44 there was no disturbance among the people gathered. 

That racism had triumphed over the initial goals of 

the Japan Society of New Orleans was made apparent on 

December 7, 1941, by Albert Diefenthal, President of the 

organization. He admitted that the Society had been dormant 

for two years since American-Japanese relations had become 

strained. Diefenthal believed that the Society had been 

formed twenty years before by local businessmen and he 

stressed that the "sole purpose of the Society was to 

attempt to improve business conditions between businessmen 

45 
here and in Japan at a time when business was possible." 

As far as Diefenthal was concerned, he did not care if the 

Society ever met again. 

What was surprising was that within thirteen years, 

a man could be so wrong in regard to both the age and goals 

of the Japan Society of which he was the President. 

Furthermore, Edward Alexander Parsons, one of the original 

organizers and former Board Member of the Society, although 

present, did nothing to correct the errors of Diefenthal. 

After the Spanish Consul Jose Garay had conferred 

with the Japanese Consul Ito Kenzo on December 16, 1941, 

Garay announced that Japanese interests in New Orleans and 

44. Ibid.. December 8, 1941, p. 24. 

45. Times-Picayune. Roll 246, December 8, 1941, 
p. 13. 
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Louisiana would be handled by the Spanish Consulate and the 

46 
same would hold true over all the United States. On 

January 10, 1942, the carefully wrapped boxes and bundles 

were removed from the Japanese Consulate. United States 

Government officials were on hand to supervise the express 

company which took the packages, but nobody said why or 

where the parcels were going. With the movement of the 

Japanese baggage, Japanese presence in New Orleans came to 

an end until after the war. 

The Nisei Problem 

During the war years in New Orleans, George Danziger 

stood out as a man who was immune to the steady anti-

Japanese diet. A native of New Orleans, he had become 

prominent in real estate and brokerage and took an interest 

in his city. His brother Anthony was a close friend and 

lawyer of Governor Huey P. Long. George Danziger was 

unique not only in what he thought but also in his words 

and actions. He felt that the Japanese evacuees from the 

West Coast were "good ciLizens with a worthwhile contribu

tion to make to the South, particularly in agriculture, and 

in every way that he was able he helped them to find their 

place in Louisiana. 

46. Ibid•, December 17, 1941, p. 10. 

47. Dorothy Seymour, "Relocation Problems of 
Japanese Evacuated from the West Coast with Reference to the 
South" (Master's Thesis, Tulane University, 1946), p. 73. 
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In 1942, Danziger took a young nisei. Sukahara Koku, 

into his real estate firm and helped him to adjust to the 

southern way of living. Later Sukahara made trips to the 

various location centers where he spoke to the nisei of the 

48 fine opportunities offered in the Gulf States. 

In the first week of February 1945, a relocation 

officer of the American Government brought two groups of 

nisei from Rohwer Center in Arkansas to look at some 

plantation land in Jefferson Parish which is just west of 

Orleans Parish, the major area of the City^of New Orleans. 

The knowledge of the nisei's visits and their interest in 

the land spread. The Police Jury of Jefferson Parish adopted 

a resolution on February 20, 1945, protesting a proposal for 

the establishment of a Japanese farming and fishing colony 

49 in the Parish. 

The alarm had been sounded and another New Orleans 

citizen, Leander H. Perez, became the guiding force in 

attempting to block the relocation of any nisei in the 

greater New Orleans area. Perez was a New Orleans lawyer, 

District Attorney of St. Bernard and Plaquemines Parishes, 

which are to the east and southeast of Orleans Parish. 

48. Mrs. George Danziger, personal interview, 
July 20, 1971. 

49. New Orleans Item. Roll 1-346, February 21, 
1945, p. 5. 
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Three ordinances were passed in Plaquemines pre

venting anyone of the Japanese race from owning land and the 

following day, May 11, 1945, the same laws were passed in 

St. Bernard Parish. The laws declared it a misdemeanor to 

make contracts for sale or lease of land to Japanese and 

prohibited the recording of any transfers of property to 

50 Japanese. Leander Perez and the Police Juries of 

Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes felt justified in 

legislating because of the inborn enmity against 

Americans by persons of the Japanese race and 
because of the well known treachery, criminality 
and debased nature of the Japanese which would 
make them a constant source of menace to the 
safety and welfare of the citizens of the State 
of Louisiana 

Jesse H. Lewis of the War Relocation Authority 

contradicted the validity of the laws for they violated the 

constitutional rights of the nisei. He reminded Orlean.ians 

that "mo^e than 17,000 of these American boys of Japanese 

ancestry are in the armed forces and will be coming back 

with the hope that their contributions and sacrifices have 

won them the right to live, work and be happy under the 

52 
Constitution for which they fought." 

50. New Orleans Item. Roll 1-349, May 12, 1945, 
p. 3. 

51. Seymour, "Relocation Problems of Japanese," 
p. 79. 

52. New Orleans Item, Roll 1-349, May 12, 1945, 
p. 3. 
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Less than a year later, in April of 1946, Leander 

Perez was asked what would be the probable attitude of the 

Supreme Court of the United States towards such legislation, 

and he replied, "that if a case were to be carried to the 

higher courts, the ordinances would probably be thrown 

53 out." The anti-Japanese laws of Plaquemines and St. 

Bernard Parishes were the end result of the decades of anti-

Japanese feeling that had been cultivated nationally and 

locally. They marked the zenith of prejudice in the New 

Orleans area and still stand as a monument of such think

ing. If prejudice means to pre-judge, then the racism 

manifested in the laws far surpassed the written and un

written laws against the Negro, for the Japanese nisei were 

pre-judged at a distance, almost in a vacuum, by a set of 

subjective norms that simply did not square with reality. 

Despite the resolutions and laws, by the end of 1945 

several Japanese families had moved into all three Parishes. 

There was no real objections because the evacuees were 

native born Americans, who were hard workers and were well 

received by their neighbors. The Japanese proved to be an 

asset in vegetable farming which demanded an intensive 

supply of labor that was dependable. Generally speaking, 

the Negro was neither skilled in vegetable growing nor 

regular in his work routine. The Japanese produced a good 

53. Seymour, "Relocation Problems of Japanese," 
p. 79. 
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cauliflower which had previously been written off in this 

area. A Utah type of celery was usually preferred 

nationally to the bleached celery locally grown. A Japanese 

farmer gave his first small crop to a vegetable dealer at 

the French Market in New Orleans to give freely to the 

people, with the result that the celery caught on in New 

Orleans. Vegetables began to be exported to Detroit and 

Chicago, thanks to the better truck farms the Japanese had 

set up. 

About a hundred and ninety Japanese settled in and 

54 
around New Orleans during 1945-1946. The Japanese found 

work in the war industries, hospitals, hotels, country 

clubs, supermarkets, shrimp markets, hatcheries, and green

houses. They quickly earned excellent work records and 

impressed their employers with their loyalty and industry. 

Most who came stayed and their childreri and grandchildren 

have done well and are good law-abiding and taxpaying 

citizens of metropolitan New Orleans. 

By the middle of the summer of 1945, such places as 

Iwo Jima, Saipan, and Okinawa had become household words for 

most Orleanians. Three new words were added in August: 

Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and atomic bomb, and then it was all 

over. The evening of August 14, 1945, brought official news 

via the radio from Washington that the Japanese surrendered 

54. Ibid., p. 67. 
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unconditionally. The streets of New Orleans took on a 

boisterous carnival spirit that had not been since the Mardi 

Gras of 1941. "In the midst of the boisterous, cheering, 

flag waving, horn blowing throngs a few stood by silently. 

Some with tears in their eyes and others crying openly. 

Into the contrasting quiet of the downtown Jesuit Church, 

hundreds stepped out of the eardrum-splitting noise to 

55 pray." By 7:30 p.m. St. Louis Cathedral in the heart of 

the French Quarter was jammed with people who had come to 

participate in the thanksgiving service. 

There was a shift in attitude almost immediately 

after V-J Day manifested by a call to feel compassion and 

magnanimity towards the Japanese who "have toiled and 

sweated and died in vain. Defeat is just as bitter in an 

unjust cause. The Japanese have never known defeat until 

5 6 today." Some of the graciousness of the Old South and a 

feeling of a shared experience was mirrored here, for only 

Southerners among Americans have known what it was like to 

be clobbered, go down in defeat, suffer occupation. The 

generaJ, feeling in New Orleans was that the United States 

had been revenged a hundred times over for the attack on 

Pearl Harbor, but why Japan was driven to such desperation 

was never asked. 

55. Times-Picayune. Roll 18-A, August 15, 1945, 
p. 6. 

56. Ibid., August 16, 1945, p. 8. 
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Major Edwin S. Kagy, a native Orleanian, was a good 

example of compassion and magnanimity that was extended to 

the Japanese. Edgar Poe, correspondent for the Picayune. 

met Kagy in Yokohama in September of 1945. According to 

Kagy, who had graduated from Tulane's Medical School in 

1934, the main gripe of the American prisoners was the 

food. He held that there were Japanese war criminals and 

these should be court-martialed and thorough publicity 

should be given to the trials throughout Japan. Yet he was 

able to say that he had "met a number of Japanese citizens 

who are humane and have given our men as good treatment as 

57 
possible under the circumstances." It was the testimony 

of a man who had survived Bataan and Corregidor and 

imprisonment for over three years and offered a contrast to 

some of his fellow Orleanians who ventured opinions and took 

positions that were based at best on second-hand or hear

say experiences. 

Summation 

The main social and cultural contacts between Japan 

and New Orleans have been traced in the first half of the 

twentieth century. They may be counted on one hand: 

Fenollosa's lectures in 1902, the building of Doullut's 

house in 1905, the establishment of the Japanese Consulate 

in 1922, the founding of the Japan Society of New Orleans in 

57. Ibid., September 12, 1945, p. 23. 
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1928, and the dedication of the Lafcadio Hearn Room at 

Tulane University in 1941. 

Paradoxically, there was a perceptible negative 

shift in the press's attitude toward Japan in the early 

twenties at the very time New Orleans was experiencing her 

first trade boom with Japan. New Orleans, prior to Pearl 

Harbor, had a commercial and political exchange with Japan, 

but little in the way of social or cultural relations. 

Trade was conducted almost totally in a vacuum—quite 

similar to trade in East Asia in the past. 

There were some exceptional men in New Orleans who 

were able to rise above the prevalent provincial attitudes. 

Such men as Phillips, Leach, Gueydan, Follett, and Danziger 

were the exceptions. They were similar to the compradors of 

East Asia who had acted as the go-between in the trade of 

previous centuries. At best, the majority of New Orleans 

showed no interest or inclination to bridge the cultural 

and social gap by any effort on their part. In many ways 

there was a parallel between Orleanians and their counter

parts in China and Japan in the eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries, both were convinced that they had nothing to 

learn or could profit by having people of a different 

culture settle in their midst. 

Despite great tracts of land that remained untilled 

and the need of thousands of farmers in Louisiana and 

throughout the Gulf Coast States, Southern representation in 



138 

Congress along with their constituents preferred to live 

with a poverty of land yield rather than allow any Japanese 

into the area. There was an interrelationship of the 

Southern attitude toward the Negro and the Californian 

attitude toward the Oriental, and this prompted the Southern 

representatives to side with the Western counterparts in 

Congress on a quid pro quo basis. 

Thirty years after Pearl Harbor, John Toland wrote, 

"In a deeper sense, every American would have to accept a 

share of the blame. The disaster was caused by a national 

unwillingness to face the facts of a world torn from its 

stable course after World War I by economic and social 

revolution, fostered by nationalism and racism, and the 

59 
inevitable realignment of power in both hemispheres." 

Whether or not Toland's statement will stand up in every 

particular area and city throughout the United States, that 

judgment must be held until an adequate investigation is 

done. However, in regards to New Orleans, the city 

adequately fits the description of the reasons why the 

disaster of Pearl Harbor occurred. 

In the last days of the historical year of 1945, it 

appeared that Japan was settling down to a more peaceful and 

58. Charles F. Marden and Gladys Meyer, Minorities 
in American Society (New York: American Book Company, 19 62), 
p. 171. 

59. John Toland, The Rising Sun 1936-1945 (New 
York: Random House, 1970), p. 236. 
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democratic era. It was prophesied in New Orleans that the 

"Japs know they must shift for themselves and presumably are 

going to make the best of it. If China should remain 

divided, the Japanese, even with their now slim resources, 

m a y  r e c o v e r  f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e i r  b i g g e r  n e i g h b o r . T h e  

winter of 1945 was very bleak for Japan, but armed with the 

command of the Emperor to overcome the present hardships and 

regain the confidence of the world, Japan was to recover far 

beyond her own expectations or the prophecy that was voiced 

in New Orleans in the waning days of 1945. Neither did the 

Crescent City realize then how much she would share in the 

recovery of Japan. 

60. Times-Picayune. Roll 22-A, December 28, 1945, 
p. 8. 



CHAPTER 6 

THE RISING SUN ON THE MISSISSIPPI, 
1945-1969 

In only twenty years, from 1945 to 1965, Japan has 

become the dominant trading partner of New Orleans. This 

achievement represents the fulfillment of a dream that had 

been born a hundred years before and which had endured 

despite severe setbacks that have already been traced. 

Since the Pacific War as compared to the years 

before the war, there has also been an increase in the 

social and cultural relations between New Orleans and 

Japan. However, these contacts have not kept abreast of the 

economic relations with the consequence that by the late 

sixties there was a real gap between the preeminence that 

the Japanese enjoyed in New Orleans in regard to trade and 

the position they held in the social and cultural affairs of 

the city. Reasons why New Orleans was slow or incapable of 

sharing the social and cultural wealth of Japan, together 

with other problems and difficulties confronting New Orleans, 

will be treated in the following chapter. 

Foundation for the Trade Boom 

There were many reasons, both major and minor, that 

helped to bring about the domination of Japanese trade in 

140 
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New Orleans. One of the most important factors was the 

great desire of the New Orleans businessmen to resume 

consular and trade relations with Japan* To achieve their 

end, the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce in February of 

1950 sent a cablegram to General Douglas MacArthur request

ing that New Orleans be named one of the cities that would 

receive a Japanese consular agency."*" The New Orleans 

businessmen reminded MacArthur that prewar Japan had a 

consulate in the city and that New Orleans' position as the 

second port of the nation and ideal position at the mouth of 

the Mississippi Valley would benefit Japan greatly in re

establishing her international trade. New Orleans also 

solicited the active support of the Secretary of State, 

Dean Acheson, and the two Louisiana Senators, Allen J. 

Ellender and Russell B. Long, and Representatives F. Edward 

Hebert and Hale Boggs to help insure the re-establishment 

of trade with Japan. 

On the eve of the signing of the peace treaty with 

Japan in September of 1951, an editorial, which advocated 

giving Japan a chance, reflected the attitude of a good 

segment of New Orleans' population. Moreover, Orleanians 

were warned that "when Japan becomes once again an inde

pendent nation, she may be expected to adopt policies which 

1. New Orleans States. Roll 306, February 11, 
1950, p. 1. 
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2 which will at times displease us or other free nations." 

Japan should be given a chance to be stable and responsible 

and solve her economic problems. 

In the spring of 1952, New Orleans' port and shipping 

facilities were inspected by Asao Shinsuke, President of the 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha. Asao's visit was for the purpose of 

increasing the foreign trade of Japan and to that end, Japan 

hoped to utilize with increasing frequency the port of New 

3 Orleans. The major difficulty of Japan in 1952, according 

to Asao, was that her merchant fleet was only two million 

tons whereas prewar Japan had possessed a gross tonnage of 

six million. His own Company had lost 104 ships, but by 

the spring of 1952, the N.Y.K. had 80 cargo ships in opera

tion and more were to be built. This would account for the 

slow start in Japanese-New Orleans trade after the war, and 

it would also account for the fact that Japanese ships that 

have come to New Orleans in the fifties and sixties were all 

of modern design. 

International House 

The success of Asao Shinsuke1s visit to New Orleans 

and his meeting the "right people" were due in large part to 

the auspices of the International House. This organization 

2. Times-Picayune, Roll 122A, September 4, 1951, 
p. 14. 

3. Times-Picayune. Roll 38A, March 25, 1952, p. 10. 
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was established in June of 1945 and has proved to be one of 

the main reasons why New Orleans has maintained and kept her 

position as the second port of the United States. Inter

national House since its beginning has symbolized the coming 

of age of the New Orleans businessmen. World War II finally 

opened their eyes to the tremendous potentialities that New 

Orleans had in international trade throughout the world. 

The result was that when International House sought a 

$50,000 subscription to launch itself, the business com

munity raised $500,000, and when it expected to have only 

4 500 members it got 2400. Unlike prewar New Orleans, the 

commercial segment of the city was no longer content to sit 

passively and wait for trade to come to the city. Inter

national House became the center of activity for the increase 

of trade through the port and her members became more active 

and responsive in receiving trade missions and initiating 

them. 

A five-man Osaka trade mission that visited New 

Orleans in August of 1953 admitted that Japanese trade had 

traditionally been centered on the East and West Coasts, 

with little attention given to the possibilities of opening 

trade in the southern and central parts of the United States 

through New Orleans. Eiichi Watanabe Japanese import 

official with the Osaka group, admitted that "due to the 

4. Times-Picayune. Roll C-186, June 14, 1960, p. 8. 
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kind cooperation and assistance of American businessmen who 

have come to Japan from New Orleans, Japanese businessmen 

5 
have been made aware of the value of Southern trade." 

International House provided an open forum where her 

members have been made aware of the problems that confront 

the Japanese importer and exporter. Although in the late 

fifties Japan was buying twice as much as she was selling to 

the United States, she was confronted with a movement in the 

United States to restrict her imports. This occasioned in 

November of 1958 the first trade mission sponsored by the 

Japanese Government to the United States. Heitaro Inagaki, 

leader of the mission, stressed the point that Japan intended 

to keep on buying American products but in order to do so, 

Japan needed to sell more to the United States in order to 

earn the necessary dollars to buy. Inagaki viewed the trade 

mission's purpose as one to "ameliorate any misunderstand

ings through frank exchange of opinions, if such movements 

are being caused by misunderstanding. 

International House could justify its existence on 

this one point alone that it has provided the setting where 

frank discussions could take place between Japanese and 

Orleanians in the decades of the fifties and sixties. As 

5. Times-Picayune, Roll C-23, August 13, 1953, 
p. 61. 

6. Times-Picayune. Roll C-148, November 12, 1958, 
p. 49. 
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the trade with Japan increased in the early sixties, the 

International House's forty-fourth trade mission for the 

first time was directed to East Asia. The fifty member 

group spent the first three weeks of May of 1961 visiting 

Japan, the Philippines, and Hong Kong. Many valuable 

contacts were made but none more than on May 11, 1961, when 

the New Orleans trade delegation met at an unprecedented 

meeting in the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

headquarters* "The conference was studded by presidents 

and board chairmen of the great industrial complexes of 

Japanese industry and commerce, an outstanding tribute to 

the trade delegation as this is Golden Week in Japan and 

7 many top executives would normally be on vacation." 

A dozen of New Orleans' principal businessmen spoke 

on the part that foreign trade played in the development of 

the city and how New Orleans had always acted as a clearing

house for the hinterland of central United States. The New 

Orleans mission stressed the liberal trade position that the 

city had striven to maintain, and it was backed up by the 

showing of two New Orleans films, "Frenchmen, Desire, Good 

g 
Children," and "Food and the River." The Orleanian trade 

mission was overwhelmed by the reception it received in Tokyo 

and the rest of Japan. Leaving aside the traditional 

7. New Orleans States-Item, Roll 442, May 11, 1961, 
p. 23. 

8. Ibid. 
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hospitality of the Japanese, the main reason was that the 

New Orleans trade group represented the culmination of all 

that the spirit of the International House stood for and the 

meeting of May 11, 1961, in Tokyo laid the foundations for 

the eventual supremacy of Japanese trade in New Orleans. In 

great measure it marked the coming of age of New Orleans in 

regard to the Japanese trade, for finally, after a hundred 

years of talk and desire, Orleanians showed the Japanese 

that they also were serious about trade and were willing to 

take the necessary time, money, and programing to come to 

Japan and sit down and discuss mutual areas of interest. 

In 1961, the year of the historical meeting of New 

Orleans businessmen with the Japanese in Tokyo, there was 

established the World Trade Center of Japan, the Japanese 

counterpart to New Orleans International House. Both 

organizations have worked closely together; for example, in 

May of 1967 there was an international conference held in 

Tokyo which was originated by the New Orleans International 

House and the World Trade Center of Japan, and to which some 

9 
two hundred leaders of the world's foremost ports came. 

International House played host to the Gulf-Japan 

Conference in April of 19 68. The twenty-member Japanese 

delegation was headed by Matsumoto, President of the World 

Trade Center of Japan. He told the delegates that "For the 

9. Times-Picayune, Roll C 357, May 12, 1967, p. 12. 
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past many thousands of years the principle of politics was 

to defeat other nations. We have to abolish this old 

political principle and establish a new economic principle 

of interdependence so that we can meet the imminent human 

revolution. ""''0 Delegates from Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, 

Alabama, and Florida met with the Japanese in working ses

sions in order to open up new avenues for the promotion of 

commerce, investments, and tourism between Japan and the 

Gulf States. 

The sixty-third trade mission of International House 

took sixty-one of its members back to East Asia in August 

and September of 19 68 where they met with Chambers of 

Commerce, industrialists, and government officials.'1'"1" Just 

before the departure of the trade group from New Orleans, 

International House had struck the fourth and last of a 

series of coins. This coin commemorated the mission's trip 

to Japan, which was by 1968 the Number One trading partner 

of New Orleans. The coin featured the torii. a gateway at 

the entrance to a Japanese Shinto temple, standing at the 

base of Mount Fuji, and on the reverse side was the sculp-

12 tured seal of Louisiana. It was a graphic momento of the 

10. Times-Picayune. Roll C 390, April 18, 1968, 
p. 16. 

11. Verdun Daste, New Orleans Port Record, Vol. 
XXVI, No. 12 (New Orleans, La., 1968), p. 20. 

12. Times-Picayune. Roll C 386, March 3, 1968, 
p. 15. 
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development and position of the Japanese trade at New 

Orleans and the guiding part that International House had 

played in bringing it about. 

Japanese Shipping 

There were other factors which facilitated the 

increase in trade between Japan and New Orleans. One of the 

major factors was the increase in Japanese ships that called 

at New Orleans, their increased speed, and greater capacity 

for cargo. Asao Shinsuke, President of the Nippon Yusen 

Kaisha, had told New Orleans businessmen that Japan had lost 

almost all of her merchant marine through enemy action 

during the Pacific War. His own firm that had served New 

Orleans before the war had lost 104 ships, so that in the 

late forties and early fifties, Japan was embarked on a 

13 
gigantic ship building program. 

The S.S. Yamafuka Maru, which arrived in New Orelans 

on October 5, 1952, to open direct service between New 

Orleans and Yokohama, Nagoya, and Kobe, may serve as an 

example. The Yamafuka was the first of six new ships built 

by the Yamashita Line, all of which were tonnage of the most 

recent construction and modern design. The Yamafuka left 

New Orleans on the tenth of October, carrying 2500 tons of 

grain and general cargo. The Yamashita Line had only one 

13. Times-Picayune. Roll 38 A, March 25, 1952, 
p. 10. 
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ship a month calling at New Orleans in 1952, prior to the 

war she had been the largest freight-shipping company in 

14 Japan, operating more than a million tons of ships. 

As the tempo of trade increased between Japan and 

New Orleans in the late fifties and mid-sixties the number 

of Japanese ships calling at the port increased. In 1969, 

both Nippon Yusen Kaisha and the Yamashita-Shinnihon each 

had two monthly scheduled ships calling at New Orleans. 

The "K" Line, Kawasaki Kisen Kaisha, Ltd„, led with four 

monthly scheduled sailings, two of them direct to Yokohama, 

Kobe, Osaka, and Nagoya, and the Mitsui O.S.K. Line had 

15 
three scheduled sailings a month from New Orleans. These 

scheduled sailings would add up to about 122 per year; how

ever, the average of Japanese ships in the mid-sixties has 

been from 150 to 170 ships a year as the following table 

. 16 
shows. 

Year 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 

Ships 171 170 137 141 171 163 

14. Times-Picayunc. Roll C 3, October 6, 1952, 
p. 12. 

15. Port of New Orleans Annual Directory, compiled 
by B. J. Smith (New Orleans, La., 1969), pp. 44, 45. 

16. Kannai Gaikyo Zai Nyu Orurinzn. Nihon Koku 
Soryojikan. Shown 4 3 Nen, Tokyo. (General Conditions 
within the Area of Jurisdiction Located at New Orleans. 
Japan Consulate General.) (Tokyo: Japanese Foreign 
Ministry, 19 68), p. 28. 
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These forty or more extra ships that called at the port of 

New Orleans were a good indication of the amount of trade 

that has persisted to such a degree that the Japanese 

shipping lines have been obliged to add them to the 

scheduled sailings. If to the Japanese figures were added 

an average of 170 American and European ships that left New 

Orleans for Japanese ports in 1968, then the shipping 

traffic between the Mississippi River and the Inland Sea 

17 
averaged about 340 ships per year. 

To this impressive number of ships must also be 

added the factors that they had also increased in speed and 

capacity for carrying cargo. In August of 19 60, a new cargo 

ship, James Lykes. set a new trans-Pacific crossing record 

that brought her to Galveston, Texas, twenty-one days after 

sailing from Yokohama. This was six days faster than the 

18 scheduled time of 1958. In the summer of 1964, the 

Margaret Lykes, built at Avondale Shipyards in New Orleans, 

set a new record of going from Yokohama to Houston in 

nineteen and a half days. "The vessel made the 9,301 mile 

19 
journey at an average speed of nearly 20 knots." Four 

summers later in 1968, the Orient Overseas Line's Ling Yung 

17. Port of New Orleans Annual Directory. 1969, 
pp. 44, 45. 

18. Times-Picayune. Roll C 191, August 27, 1960, 
p. 23. 

19. New Orleans States-Item, Roll 480, July 7, 1964, 
p. 9. 
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made her maiden voyage to New Orleans. She was to be the 

first of four sister ships built by the Uraga Heavy Indus

tries of Tokyo. The Ling Yung was capable of carrying 140 

containers of the standard eight by eight by twenty feet 

size, her twenty booms can each lift 22„5 tons, and she was 

20 
capable of an average maximum speed of 22.37 knots. In 

the fall of 1968, the Amanogawa Maru on her maiden voyage 

to New Orleans took on 46,000 tons of grain for shipment to 

Kobe and was scheduled to return regularly to the Gulf 

21 ports. She was capable of carrying 50,000 tons of bulk, 

twice the amount of grain that the Kamafuka had taken back 

in 1952. Modern technology has helped to make Japan Number 

One in exports and imports at New Orleans by making possible 

bigger and faster ships that are capable of making the trip 

in twenty days compared to three and a half months a century 

ago. The Pacific Ocean, thanks to such ships, has shrunk to 

such a degree that Japan was closer to New Orleans in the 

latter half of the twentieth century than Europe was in the 

nineteenth century. 

Foreign Trade Zone #2 

Another facility at New Orleans which greatly helped 

in the development of the Japanese trade was the establish

ment in 1947 of the Foreign Trade Zone #2. It was the 

20. Times-Picayune, Roll C 397, Jure 27, 1968, p. 7. 

21. Daste, New Orleans Port Record, p. 11. 
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second zone established, the first was New York, the last, 

#9, was Honolulu. The New Orleans Zone has operated under 

a grant from the United States Government to the Board of 

Commissioners of the Port of New Orleans, which was an 

agency of the State of Louisiana. Within the Zone's 18.62 

acre tract of land adjacent to the Mississippi River, both 

foreign and domestic goods are processed or stored without 

payment of custom duties or other restrictions. "Here 

foreign and domestic materials may be commingled, 

reassembled, repackaged, manipulated, altered by manu-

22 facturing or stored." Merchandise in the Zone is 

classified by Customs as foreign or domestic, and as 

privileged or non-privileged. Privileged foreign merchan

dise was that on which duty had already been set but not yet 

paid. "By asking for the determination of duties, the 

importer has protected himself against a possible rise in 

23 
duties after that date." Privileged domestic goods are 

supervised by Customs so they will keep their domestic 

identity in case they are returned to the United States. A 

good example would be sewing machines whose American motors 

were shipped to Japan where the assembled heads were 

attached then they were brought back to the Zone, where 

cabinets made locally in New Orleans were put on them. 

22. Foreign Trade Zone #2 Port of New Orleans (New 
Orleans, La., 1969), p. 1. 

23. Ibid., p. 10. 
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Only then did they pay custom duties if they entered the 

United States.^ 

Sears has found it extremely profitable to use the 

Zone at New Orleans and all of her foreign imports came to 

it. Duty was paid only on the goods sent to its U. S. 

stores, not on that shipped to its Latin American outlets. 

Five Japanese men were employed full-time by Sears within 

the Zone to repair all the Japanese made cameras which she 

25 sold throughout the United States. 

By the late sixties, the Japanese ranked first in 

2 6 
the value of foreign merchandise moving through the Zone. 

Moreover, they were well aware not only of the great poten

tials the Zone afforded them in regards to North American 

27 markets, but also for Central and South American. 

The value of trade handled at the Foreign Trade Zone 

#2 during fiscal 1967-68 was $6.5 million over that handled 

during the previous year. "Customs collections jumped from 

$0.5 million to $2.5 million as a result of new and more 

convenient procedures for liquidating duties within the 

24. Jules F. Wells, Assistant Manager of Sears 
Warehouse, Personal interview, November 17, 1968. 

25. Ibid. 

26. Port of New Orleans Annual Directory, 1969, 
p. 14. 

27. Kanrtai Gaikyo Zai Nyu Orurinzu. 1968, pp. 25, 
26. 
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28 
Zone." Consequently, when the U. S. Tariff Commission in 

the summer of 1969 held a hearing to judge the advisability 

of either keeping or doing away with the Foreign Trade Zones, 

H. Gilbert Smith, Manager for Zone #2, journeyed to 

Washington, D_ C., to testify on behalf of the Zone idea. 

His main ideas were: 

1. The availability of Zones in New Orleans has 
served as an excellent tool to attract port 
business. 

2. The zone mechanism has been most advantageous 
to its users. 

3. The zone mechanism has uniquely demonstrated 
its usefulness in expediting and encouraging 
commerce.^9 

Other Major and Minor Reasons Contributing 
to Trade 

Closely connected with the Foreign Trade Zone and 

all imports at New Orleans was the excellent access to the 

barge traffic that flows over 18,000 miles of inland water

ways. The Mississippi River System extended northward on 

the Mississippi then via the Tennessee and the Ohio Rivers 

to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Via the Missouri River, the 

Mississippi River System extended to Sioux City, Iowa, or up 

the Mississippi River to St. Paul-Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

28- Board of Commissioners of the Port of New 
Orleans—72nd Annual Report. Fiscal 1967-1968 (New Orleans, 
La., 1968), p. 13. 

29. Times-Picayune, Original, August 14, 19 69, 
p. 2. 
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and via the Illinois River to Chicago, where connection was 

made with the Great Lakes System. By the Gulf Intracoastal 

Waterway, New Orleans served points eastward to the pan

handle of Florida and westward to Brownsville, Texas. 

There were over a hundred carrier barge lines that 

operated out of the port of New Orleans, and they were able 

to operate all year round, even during the winter months. 

"The average normal transit time via river barge from New 

Orleans to Chicago is fourteen days. Average normal transit 

time down-river from Chicago to New Orleans is eleven 

30 days." In December of 1968, one dollar moved a ton of 

freight 333.3 miles by barge, 66.66 miles by rail, 15.4 

miles by truck, and 5.0 miles by air. The combination of 

water accessibility plus cheapness of transportation has 

been one of the main reasons why Japanese steel has proved 

cheaper in Detroit than either American or West German 

31 steel. Both New Orleans and Japan have shared in the 

economic edge that the Mississippi River gives. 

The expansion of Japan's trade in New Orleans was 

further strengthened in January of 19 62 by the establishment 

of the Japan Trade Center of the International Trade Mart. 

Eijira Fujise, Executive Director of both the New York and 

30. Port of New Orleans Annual Directory, 1969, 
p. 63. 

31. Verdun Daste, Publicity Manager, Port of New 
Orleans, Personal interview, December 18, 1968. 
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New Orleans centers, viewed the objectives of the centers 

as information sources for American businessmen who wish to 

do business with Japan, and research centers to study the 

United States market and how Japanese merchandise may be 

introduced in an orderly fashion,, The Japan Trade Centers 

of New York, San Francisco, and New Orleans facilitated the 

participation of Japan in international fairs in the United 

States and helped the promotion of understanding and good-

32 will between the two countries. An attractive brochure 

that the Japan Trade Center circulated in 1969 entitled 

"Buy Japanese Merchandise in New Orleans" included a long 

list of New Orleans stores that carried Japanese goods and 

bore proof to the success of the trade center. 

By the end of 1963, New Orleans considered Japan its 

best single customer and together with the rest of East 

Asia, the area represented 15% of all New Orleans trade. 

James W. Martin, Director of Trade Development for the Port 

of New Orleans, convinced the Dock Board to appropriate 

$25,000 for the establishment of a New Orleans Tokyo Office 

in order to provide better information to the Japanese and 

other Asians of the advantages of New Orleans over other 

U. S. harbors.^ 

32. Times-Picayune. Roll C 225, January 24, 1962, 
p. 12. 

33. New Orleans States-Item, Roll 4 73, December 13, 
1963, p. 27. 
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On February 1, 1964, Robert W. Bruce opened the 

office in Tokyo and became the first Far East Trade Director 

for the Port of New Orleans. He was a native of Seattle and 

had worked for the American Mail Lines in Shanghai before 

the Pacific War. He joined the Port of New Orleans in 1960 

and was placed in charge of its Chicago office. Bruce died 

at the Tokyo post on March 2, 19 67, but in the short time he 

held the post, according to W. J. Amoss, Director of the 

Port, "He contributed much to the remarkable upsurge of 

trade between Japan and the United States through this 

Louisiana port."^ 

One of the main reasons for the upsurge in the mid-

sixties was that New Orleans was advertising in Japanese. 

In the spring of 1965, a slick, color-filled magazine of 

thirty-two pages singing the praises of New Orleans was 

printed in the city with the short essays and captions under 

the pictures in English, Spanish, French, German, Italian, 

and Japanese. The Japanese title of the magazine was "Nyu 

Orurinzu Sekai Isucho Senta"—"New Orleans, World Trade 

Center." Since 1965 any major advertisement of the port, 

for example a brochure in English which said "Ship via Port 

of New Orleans!" has had its Japanese counterpart—"Nyu 

Orurinzu Ko Keiyu de Kamotsu O okukimashoi" Both the 

opening of the Tokyo office and the advertising of New 

34. Times-Picayune. Roll C 350, March 3, 1967, 
p. 7. 
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Orleans and its port in the Japanese language gave evidence 

by the mid-sixties of how much the trade had developed and 

both offered to facilitate an even greater expansion of the 

trade. 

A major factor in the booming trade between Japan 

and New Orleans has been the position she has enjoyed as the. 

Number One grain exporter in the decades of the fifties and 

sixties. In order to insure her top position, New Orleans 

in. 1960 spent $13.5 million in expanding and modernizing her 

grain elevators, with the result that in 1960, 160 million 

35 
bushels of grain were shipped through the port. Just 

three years later 380,164,000 bushels of grain passed 

through the elevators of New Orleans in the year of 1963. 

This figure represented 11% more than the amount for the 

year of 1962. The 1962 figure represented 25.36% of the 

total U. S„ grain exports, while the figure for 1963 

3 6 
represented 28%. 

The records show that as early as 1952 grain had 

replaced cotton as the major bulk and value commodity export 

to Japan. In that year Japan exported $16,553,027 of 

soybeans, while her raw cotton was only valued at 

$18,096,799, and in 1969 the soybean trade soared to 

35o New Orleans States-Item. Roll 438, January 4, 
1961, p. 24. 

36. New Orleans States-Item. Roll 473, December 25, 
1963, p. 5. 
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$75,809,763, while the raw cotton trade dropped to 

3 7 $1,245,874. If the value of corn exports to Japan were 

added, which was in 1952: $2,369,321, in 1960: $4,247,463, 

and in 1969 it had soared to $55,150,202, then it becomes 

apparent that Japan was one of the main reasons why New 

38 
Orleans was the major grain exporter of the United States. 

Keeping pace with the increased trade with Japan 

and the rest of the world was New Orleans' improvement of 

her wharves and docking facilities., For example, in 1964 

the new Governor Nicholls Wharf close to where Bienville 

first settled in 1718 was opened for handling of trade, 

while in 1965 the Dock Board and Delta Steamship Lines spent 

over a million dollars in modernizing the Galvez Street 

Wharf so that it could handle the docking of five ships 

simultaneously. Such improvements were part of the reason 

why New Orleans handled about 13 million tons more cargo per 

39 
year than its closest Gulf competitor. 

In the spring of 19 65, the new thirty-three story 

International Trade Mart designed by Edward Durell Stone was 

ready for occupancy. Steamship companies vied with trade 

37. "Statistics Covering Import-Export Commerce of 
the Port of New Orleans 1952-1969," unpublished MSS Collec
tion of the Statistical Research Division, Commerce Depart
ment, Port of New Orleans. Clarence Kirby present Director 
of Research. 

38. Ibid. 

39. Times-Picayune. Roll C 294, December 16, 1964, 
p. 1, sec. 4. 
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delegates and consultants in leasing quarters. It was 

ideally situated at the foot of Canal Street at the 

Mississippi River, with a great view of the bustling harbor 

and convenient to the wharves, warehouses, and U. S. Custom

house. The new trade mart gave a boost to the New Orleans 

banks to expand their international banking departments. 

Such banks provided the exporters and importers with 

both domestic and foreign letters of credit and the 

facilities for handling loans and all phases of international 

banking. Robert E. Elliott, Senior Vice President of the 

American Bank of New Orleans, saw an increase of buying, 

selling, and exchange of foreign currency and a demand for 

an increase in bi-lingual personnel.^ 

Gilbert H. Vorhoff, Vice President of the Hibernia 

National Bank in New Orleans, admitted that a great deal of 

time and effort had been spent by his bank with trade 

specialists in order to insure that the customers' export 

sales would develop and prosper, based on sound financing, 

and that their export invoices were paid promptly and their 

credit risks were minimized. Vorhoff felt that the main 

task was to instill in the new exporter a feeling of con

fidence that he was going to get paid for his shipment, even 

though his customers were thousands of miles away, hedged in 

by their own government's red tape, protective tariffs, 

40. Times-Picayune. Roll C 302, April 18, 1965, 
p. 2. 
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strange language, and even stranger currency. It was quite 

easy for an exporter to collect his payments when he dealt 

41 with a bank with an experienced international department. 

The exporter was further helped by the presence of 

steamship agencies in New Orleans which provided a further 

edge of security. A good example would be Strachan Shipping 

Company of New Orleans which acted as agent for nine foreign 

shipping lines, among which was Mitsui O.S.K* Mr. A„ L. 

Buccola, line man for Strachan, took care of Mitsui. His 

job was to "convoy" cargoes that originated in the North 

and Midwest United States and see that they arrived in New 

Orleans. He and his department then took care of customs, 

hiring stevedores and longshoremen, and checking the docks 

where the Mitsui Marus would berth. His job was also to 

solicit cargo for Mitsui. There was no language barrier 

because the captain and bursar always spoke English when 

they came to pick up the papers for the cargo and paid the 

the commission for the cargoes. Buccola thought the 

Japanese were among the most cooperative and efficient 

42 people that Strachan dealt with. 

The expansion and modernization of the docks and 

wharves in New Orleans, the building of the thirty-three 

41. The Journal of Commerce (April 21, 19 69), 
p. 5A. 

42. A. L. Buccola, Line man account of Mitsui 
O.S.K. for Strachan Shipping Company, Personal interview, 
November 17, 1969. 
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story International Trade Mart and the increased activity 

in international banking and commerce by New Orleans banks 

and shipping companies was the effect of the trade boom that 

New Orleans experienced in the early sixties. But they have 

also become the cause for an even greater expansion of trade 

in the second half of the decade of the sixties. 

One of the major reasons why the Japanese trade has 

flourished in the New Orleans area has been the tremendous 

rate of industrialization and diversification of crops in 

the area and throughout the South since World War II. The 

100-mile stretch between New Orleans and Baton Rouge had by 

the late sixties gained the title of the "nation's chemical 

and petro-chemical capital." Just in the year 1968, thirty 

production industries had selected as sites the Mississippi 

43 
River for future factories. 

Potential of" New Orleans Realized by Japan 

The Japanese were well aware through detailed 

research of the New Orleans area and the whole Southland of 

the tremendous expansion in population, urbanization, and 

industrialization that had taken place. They knew that the 

area had started from a lower economic base than the rest of 

the United States but had increased its economic potential 

at a faster rate than the national norms. What it meant 

43. The Journal of Commerce (April 21, 1969), p. 
p. 2A. 



163 

most for the Japanese was that not only was the area rich 

in agricultural and mineral petro-chemical wealth, but with 

industrialization had come higher wages and the potential 

44 for buying had been heightened. The statistics show how 

from 19 52 the Japanese imports to New Orleans slowly built 

up to where they equaled and finally surpassed the exports 

45 to Japan in 1968. The figures of exports to Japan 

through the Port of New Orleans were impressive; however, 

the figures of the imports were even more so, joined 

together they were an ostensible sign graphically on the 

wharves of New Orleans of the resurgence of Japan as a major 

maritime and commercial giant. Moreover, the top five 

countries involved in trade with the New Orleans pDrt during 

the period of 1962-1966 gave proof of how Japan had either 

kept or gained the first position in both exports and 

4- 46 imports. 

In little over twenty years Japan had gone from no 

trade activity in New Orleans to the Number One position in 

both imports and exports. She had surpassed nations from 

Western Europe, Central and South America. An interesting 

fact to note was that the former Axis Powers were the best 

44. Kannai Gaikyo Zai Nyu Orurinzu, 1968, p. 18. 

45. "Statistics Covering Import-Export Commerce. " 
See Appendix C. 

46. Naokazu Okuda, Consul General of Japan, New 
Orleans, Personal letter, August 28, 1968, p. 2. See 
Appendix C. 
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exporters during the period and that West Germany and Japan 

were also consistently near the top in imports through the 

Port of New Orleans. 

There was a very close correlation between the 

economic recovery of Japan and the economic expansion and 

industrialization of the South. The trade statistics of 

imports and exports between the two bore this out. There 

had been a mutually profitable relationship in which each 

has been able to buy and sell from each other at an ever 

greater rate. For example in May of 1966, Kamiya Shotaro, 

President of Toyota Motor Company, was in New Orleans to 

greet the arrival of 1,719 Toyota cars and trucks, the 

largest shipment of Japanese vehicles ever delivered to the 

47 United States. Toyota was third in automobile retail 

sales in California in 1966 and ninth in the rest of the 

United States. Japan was not capable of sending such a big 

shipment of Toyotas to New Orleans in 1952, nor was New 

Orleans and the South capable of buying them in that year. 

The imports from Japan in 19 52 amounted to 

$1,425,422. While exports to Japan for 1952 through New 

48 
Orleans were valued at $42,153,971. The period between 

1952 and 1966 was a period of great economic and commercial 

47. Times-Picayune. Roll C 327, May 13, 1966, 
p. 23. 

48. "Statistics Covering Import-Export Commerce." 
See Appendix D for major items. 
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expansion for both Japan and New Orleans and the South. 

This economic development was mirrored in the trade between 

the two areas in each of the succeeding years, so that by 

1966 Japan exported to New Orleans cargo valued at 

$92,000,000= Among the goods were the 1,719 Toyotas that 

came in May of 1966. They came because the New Orleans area 

and the South had the money in 1966 to buy a Toyota either 

as a first, second, or third family car. The exports to 

Japan in 1966 were valued at over $133,700,000 and reflected 

the industrialization and economic development of the 

49 
Southern area of the United States. 

Japan kept her Number One position in 1967 in 

imports to New Orleans with $104,100,000 of cargo, Brazil 

was second with $81,000,000, and Mexico third with 

$63,000,000. In exports Japan continued to occupy the 

first position with $126,100,000, pressed by the Netherlands 

with $122,400,000, and third place went to Britain with 

so 
$94,100,000. In the middle of 1968, James W. Martin, 

Director of Trade Development for New Orleans, spoke of 

Japan as New Orleans' best customer in terms of dollars and 

tonnage, despite the fact that 50% of New Orleans' foreign 

51 
traide went to Western Europe. 

49. Ibid. 

50. Port of New Orleans Annual Directory. 1969, 
p. 8. 

51. Times-Picayune. Roll C 300, July 13, 1968, p. 6. 
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In the second half of the sixties, trade with Japan 

had become a major business for the Southern States. 

According to the U. S.-Japan Trade Council of Washington, 

D. C., in the year of 19 68 exports to Japan from the South 

amounted to $994.3 million and imports were $580.5 million. 

"Between 1964 and 1968 two-way shipments through New Orleans 

customs district increased from $276.2 million to $529.1 

52 
million." In 1968, Japan accounted for 14.8% of New 

Orleans' exports and 13.5% of its imports. Japan had 

achieved her prominent position for many reasons, many of 

which have been noted and discussed. They were both major 

and minor, some more important than others at given times, 

but all were both the result and the cause of more trade, 

each helped to create the situation where more trade was 

possible between Japan and New Orleans. 

In order to maintain the trade tempo of the late 

sixties and to increase it, the Japanese Government in the 

spring of 1969 organized the first Economic Mission of Japan 

to the Southern United States. Between April 8 and May 1, 

the mission which included the presidents of some of 

Japan's largest industrial combines moved through the major 

cities of the South. Prior to the Mission's scheduled visit 

to New Orleans between April 19 and 22nd, the big question 

in the minds of the New Orleans business world was whether 

52. New Orleans States-Item. Original, April 21, 
1969, p. 16. 
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or not New Orleans and the South would be favored with a 

Regional Association which the Japanese had set up in the 

Mid-West and in California. Research had been done on these 

associations and how they worked , etc. , and the opinion had 

emerged in New Orleans that the trend was towards regional 

organizations because the Japanese thought of the United 

States as a combination of regional marketing areas, 

53 
politically and economically oriented that way. 

Robert R. Barkerding, President of the Dock Board, 

served as seminar moderator for the first working meeting 

with the Japanese Mission and about 125 New Orleans business

men. He stressed the fact that the Japanese visitors were 

top businessmen and that they wanted to discuss business: 

past, present, and future. Barkerding urged all in order 

to avoid misunderstanding, that views should be frankly 

exchanged. After speeches of three Japanese Mission 

members, Barkerding spoke of the expressed desire of the 

Japanese to set up "a permanent association between the 

industries of Japan and the industries of the Southern 

United States, in the belief that such associations can form 

a base from which the missions long-range objectives can be 

54 
pursued and accomplished." New Orleans of necessity would 

53. James W. Martin, Letter to R. R. Barkerding, 
Sr. , Dock Board President, April 17, 1959, p. 3. 

54. Robert R. Barkerding, Speech delivered to Trade 
Seminar at the Plimsoll Club, April 21, 1969. 
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have to follow the lead of the Japanese who had accumulated 

the wisdom and experience of two successfully-functioning 

organizations in the Mid-West and California. Barkerding 

pointed out that these organizations were convinced of the 

worth of such organizations and were ready to back it with a 

considerable amount of dollars for the study of trade 

barriers and to provide the necessary information with 

which the organizations would attempt to influence govern

ment policy in breaking down various trade restrictions. 

The New Orleans commercial group was informed of how 

the Associations usually met annually or bi-annually, 

alternating between Japan and the United States. The 

subjects for discussion were always of a very practical 

nature: international trade, investments, barriers, political 

decisions and implications on foreign trade, and economic 

cooperation in Southeast Asia. The foremost function of 

such Associations was to enhance business between business

men. Barkerding ended his speech with a fervent appeal that 

before the Japanese Mission had left New Orleans, the seed 

for a Japan-Louisiana Association would have been planted 

and begun to grow. 

Summation 

The Japanese Economic Mission to the South in the 

spring of 1969 and in particular to New Orleans may be 

55. Ibid. 
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looked upon as the high water mark in the study of commer

cial relations between Japan and New Orleans up to the 

beginning of 1970. The high caliber of the Japanese delega

tion, their warm reception in New Orleans, the serious 

approach by all to the seminars at the Plimsoll Club and 

Roosevelt Hotel, and the practical exchange of opinions both 

in public and in private sessions, all of these represented 

the culmination of many years of hard work, preparation, and 

desire. The foundation for the Japan-Louisiana Association 

was laid upon the complexity of reasons, major and minor, 

that contributed to a general feeling that such an organiza

tion would be the next logical step. 



CHAPTER 7 

POST-WAR SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RELATIONS 

There have been problems in making the Japan-

Louisiana Association function properly; some of these 

problems will be treated later, but first it would be 

profitable to view the cultural and social aspects of the 

relationship between Japan and New Orleans since the Pacific 

War. 

The first cultural event in New Orleans after the 

Pacific War was the reception by the Howard Tilton Library 

of a Japanese scroll that had been inscribed at a memorial 

meeting of Lafcadio Beam's friends in 1940. It had 

arrived at the Japan Institute in New York just before Pearl 

Harbor and was saved by Shirato Ichiro, who sent it in 1950 

to the Library which was celebrating the 100th anniversary 

of Hearn's birth. The scroll, five feet long and twenty-

nine and a half inches wide, bore a profile of Hearn with a 

poem by one of his students and the signatures of fifteen 

friends and former students of Hearn."'" It had taken the 

scroll ten years to reach New Orleans and served as a symbol 

of friendship between Japan and the city that went back 

before the war. 

1. New Orleans Item, Roll 1-411, July 3, 1950, p. 4. 

170 
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Japanese Consulate Reopened 

Another link with the past was Prescott H. F. 

Follett, sole surviving founder of the Japan Society of New 

Orleans, who had the pleasure on June 4, 1952, to welcome 

Yoshimura Mantamburo, the first Japanese consul to New 

Orleans since Pearl Harbor. Yoshimura had been in the 

Japanese diplomatic service over fifteen years and had 

served under Yoshida Singeru in London and under Kurusu in 

Brussels. Yoshimura believed that his chief aim in New 

Orleans was "the revival and strengthening of cordial 

2 
relations between Japan and the United States." 

A year later, Prescott H. F. Follett was awarded 

the Fourth Class of the Order of the Rising Sun. Yoshimura 

felt that Follett deserved the distinction for he had been 

striving to promote friendship between the two countries as 

far back as 1915. Follett had rendered voluntary assistance 

to prewar Japanese consuls, had been a founder of the Japan 

Society of New Orleans in 1927, all of these he had done 

with the conviction that it was beneficial to both countries 

3 
and to world peace. 

Between the years of 1954 and 1955, Japanese imports 

through New Orleans almost doubled, moving from 2.4 to 4.3 

million dollars. Near the end of 1955, Sato Nissi, the 

2. Times-Picayune. Roll 44A, June 5, 1952. 

3. Times-Picayune. Roll C-19, June 6, 1953, p. 18. 
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Japanese Consul in New Orleans, received word that in the 

expansion program of the Japanese Foreign Office both New 

Orleans and Seattle would be raised to Consulates General. 

Sato believed the distinction was primarily one of prestige. 

and clearly showed the importance that the Japanese Govern-

4 ment attached to the Port of New Orleans. 

Subsequent developments in the trade boom between 

Japan and New Orleans justified the confidence of the 

Japanese Government in the mid-fifties. By the mid-sixties 

Japan was Number One in both exports and imports in the 

Crescent City, and on the occasion of the Meiji Centennial 

in 1968, three New Orleans citizens were decorated by the 

Japanese Government. Yenari Daisuke, Niels F. Johnsen, and 

Alex C. Cccke were all awarded the Order of the Rising Sun 

Fourth Grade, presented to them by the Consul General of New 

5 
Orleans, Okuda Naokazu. Johnsen, Chairman of the Central 

Gulf Steamship Corporation, had received the honor for his 

contributions in industrial and trade relations between the 

two countries. Cocke and Yenari were decorated for their 

roles in reorganizing the Japan Society of New Orleans and 

promoting cultural relations. Johnsen and Cocke and the 

son of Yenari were all previous Presidents of the Japan 

Society of New Orleans. 

4- Times-Picayune. Roll C-75, November 7, 1955, 
p. 2. 

5. Times-Picayune. Roll C-411, November 16, 19 68, 
p. 18. 
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By the late sixties and the beginning of the 

seventies, the prestige of the Consulate General of Japan 

in New Orleans was built upon the dominant position of 

Japanese trade with the city. It was also manifested in 

the suite of rooms that the Consulate leased in the Inter

national Trade Mart and in the Emperor's birthday parties 

which in the mid-fifties had been held in the Consul's home, 

but had grown to be such lavish affairs that they had to be 

held in the International House or the Plimsoll Club. 

Japan Society of New Orleans 

Ten years after the end of the Pacific War, with 

the upswing in Japanese trade and the presence once more of 

a Japanese Consulate and men acquainted with Japan through 

either the occupation or trade, the Japan Society of New 

Orleans was incorporated on August 10, 1955.^ Among the 

first Board of Directors, four names of Japanese heritage 

appeared: Yano, Yenari, Izumi, and Hinata. Prescott H. F. 

Follett, the only living member of the founding group in 

1928, served on the Board as well as Ralph D. Dwyer, Jr., 

who had studied Japanese at Ann Arbor, Michigan, during the 

war and served as an intelligence officer in Japan during 

the early occupation. Dwyer was the second President of the 

6. Edward A. Parsons, Articles of Incorporation of 
the Japan Society of New Orleans. August 10, 1955, Japan 
Society of New Orleans Archives. 
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Society, a one-year office term, and had been an active 

member of the organization because of his background in 

Japanese studies. 

The first noteworthy and enduring project of the 

Japan Society was the providing of funds for the revamping 

and embellishing of the Japanese garden on the mezzanine 

floor of the new City Library in the Spring of 19 60. The 

Society and the Japanese Consul, Ohki Munetoshi, brought 

Howard Kobayashi, a Japanese nurseryman, landscape architect, 

and designer from Miami. Tohemon Sano, respected landscape 

gardner of Kyoto, donated a stone lantern about 200 years 

old. Kobayashi and Tohemon designed the Zen type garden in 

Kyoto and Kobayashi directed its construction in New Orleans. 

It was designed to inspire a contemplative serenity in the 

viewer through its miniature representation of the beauty 

and strength of nature. The garden stands as a gift of the 

Japan Society of New Orleans and also as a memorial of 1960, 

the centennial year of diplomatic relations between Japan 

7 
and the United States. 

The Society in 1960 was not successful in obtaining 

support of City Hall for the twinning of New Orleans with a 

sister city in Japan. Despite the fact that by 1960 over 

fifty cities of the United States had been "twinned" to 

Japanese cities, including every major port city in the 

7. Times-Picayune. Roll 184, May 8, 1960, pp. 19, 
20. 
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United States. The reason given for the failure was that 

New Orleans did not want to be wedded to one city. Deeper 

reasons were lack of interest both within the Society and at 

City Hall, and the fact that New Orleans had waited too long 

and all the major cities of Japan had been twinned already. 

Pineville, Louisiana, has had a sister-city relationship 

with Onagari since April of 1962. She was the only likely 

Louisiana town; California had twenty-one, Washington: five, 

8 
and Michigan: three. 

The continued upward swing of Japanese trade and 

publicity in the news media served to attract new members 

to the Japan Society of New Orleans. So that by the mid-

sixties there were about 180 names, the new blood and youth 

of some of these helped to diversify the activities of the 

9 organization. One of the activities sponsored by the 

Society and the Japanese Consulate was the start of 

Japanese classes at the International House in September of 

1966. The classes were taught by Mrs. Tamiko Sthal, a 

native of Kyoto, and were held twice a week for an hour and 

a half in the evening. There were ten students at the 

beginning. A year later, Okuda Naokazu, Consul General, 

presented the library of International House with 210 

8. Archives of Japan Society of New Orleans, 
1224 National Bank of Commerce Building, New Orleans. 

9. Kannai Gaikyo Zai Nyu Orurinzu. 1968, p. 35. 
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Japanese books, among which were textbooks dealing with the 

Japanese language. The Japanese language classes have 

continued into the seventies, but very little interest has 

been shown by most of the members of the Society. 

The members of the Japan Society of New Orleans with 

other organizations in the city failed to respond to the 

request of the Experiment in International Living for 

accommodations for eight Japanese teachers and two inter

preters for three weeks in the fall of 1967. Yet on the 

occasion of the visit to New Orleans of the Sakura Maru. a 

Japanese trade ship, and the proclamation of a Japan Week in 

New Orleans June llth-18th, 1967, Mayor Victor Schiro pro

claimed, "Whereas, the Japan Society of New Orleans for 

thirty-nine years has endeavored to promote friendly economic 

and cultural relations between the City of New Orleans and 

the nation of Japan, and whereas . . . . This statement 

represented a euphoric idea that the Mayor and many members 

of t.ie Society would like to think true, but such an idea 

did not square with the facts at hand. 

An example of this would be the bringing to New 

Orleans in June 1968 of the Kanze troupe of Noh players. 

Twelve members of this troupe had been officially designated 

10. Samuel S. McNeely, Jr., Letter to Miss Betty 
Kinsev, April 20, 19 67. 

11. Victor H„ Schiro, Proclamation Japan Week in 
New Orleans—June llth-18th. 1967. Archives of Japan Society 
of New Orleans. 
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"human cultural treasure," by the Japanese Government. The 

event was advertised as a gift from the Japan Society of New 

Orleans to New Orleans on its 250th anniversary as a City. 

The Society had been asked to underwrite $15,000 for the Noh 

production, but one member, Alex C. Cocke, raised $23,000 by 

himself and insured the appearance of the Kanze Noh theater 

in New Orleans. Cocke would later be decorated by the 

Japanese Government for his hard work, but much of his 

effort was wasted on the New Orleans audience. They were 

reported to be puzzled and restless because "Noh is a 

difficult art form for the Western audience to understand, 

12 
let alone enjoy." It would seem that if more effort, 

adequate preparation, and a greater participation by more 

of the members of the Japan Society of New Orleans in the 

social and cultural affairs of Japan had preceded the 

presentation, a better reception and success would have 

been ensured. For example, if the Society had sponsored 

one or two lectures on Noh beforehand, maybe its own members 

and the people of New Orleans would have better enjoyed an 

example of Japanese culture. 

In mid-September of 1969, the Grand Kabuki of Japan 

toured the United States for the first time in nine years. 

It received great applause in New York, Chicago, Los 

Angeles, and San Francisco, and was featured in the national 

12. Times-Picayune. Roll C-395, June 10, 1968, 
p. 16. 
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magazines. Ralph Dwyer, the only delegate from New Orleans 

to go to Japan for the Meiji Centennial in October of 1968, 

explained that New Orleans did not get a chance to have the 

13 Grand Kabuki as in the case of the Noh players. If the 

Japan Society of New Orleans really took the social and 

cultural aspects of their organization seriously, they woulcl 

have worked to create a situation where New Orleans would 

have had a chance to see the Grand Kabuki, The impression 

given by the Japan Society of New Orleans in the late 

sixties was that its members, with very few exceptions, were 

principally interested in and attracted by the Japanese 

trade, sukiyaki. and cocktail parties. There was manifested 

a shallow interest in the culture of Japan but nothing really 

deep and nothing done to break down the superficiality. The 

members brought to the organization the provinciality and 

cultural narrowness of their upbringing and education in New 

Orleans. If the Japan Society of New Orleans members took 

their charter seriously, they could be part of the solution, 

but instead, quite often they are just part of the problem 

that has to be taken into account when the possibility of 

social or cultural relations with Japan comes up. 

Paintings, Jazz, and Ikebana 

There have been some Japanese cultural affairs in 

the City of New Orleans that have occurred with or without 

13. Ralph D. Dwyer, Personal interview, October 21, 
1969. 



179 

the sponsorship of either the Japanese Consulate or the 

Japan Society of New Orleans. Such cultural exchanges were 

had in the area of paintings and drawings, Ikebana, and 

jazz. 

The International House trade mission to Japan in 

May of 1961 was the occasion of an exchange in art between 

Japan and New Orleans. Lin Emery of the Orleans Gallery in 

the French Quarter had gotten together an exhibition of New 

Orleans artists under the title "New Orleans Gallery Salutes 

the East." It was well received and praised in the local 

14 
Japanese and English language press of Tokyo. By chance, 

Lin Emery was in Kyoto when the Gallery Kyoto, owned by 

Okada Koen, a wealthy and internationally-minded Japanese 

businessman, was opened. Hearing that Okada was quite 

interested in effecting a program of artist-to-artist 

exchange between Japan and foreign countries, especially the 

United States, Emery offered Orleans Gallery. Okada liked 

the idea and scheduled New Orleans in the fall of 1961 as 

the first American city to receive an exhibition of works 

15 
by modern Kyoto artists. 

Between August 5 and September 12, 19 65, New Orleans 

Delgado Museum of Art presented a large show representing 

14. New Orleans States-Item. Roll 442, May 10, 
1961, p. 27. 

15. Times-Picayune. Roll C 215, August 27, 1961, 
p. 141. 
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the cream of avant-garde Japanese painting. Richard A. 

Madigan, Assistant Director of Washington's Corcoran Gallery 

of Art, had assembled the paintings in a seven weeks' visit 

to Japan in 1964. His criteria in selecting had been to 

furnish Americans with the scops and diversity of contempo

rary Japan which was a blend of centuries of old traditions 

and a fresh viewpoint."^ 

Jazz, a New Orleans tradition with a fresh view

point, has served as a good cultural exchange between the 

city and Japan. There are many Japanese jazz buffs and they 

have linked jazz to New Orleans where it was born. Ro-On, a 

musical appreciation society with more than a quarter of a 

million members in Osaka, invited the Preservation Hall Jazz 

Band of New Orleans to come to Japan in February of 1963. 

The jazz band accepted the invitation for 90 days starting 

in mid-August of 1963. The publicity was such that all 

tickets for scheduled concerts were sold out before the band 

left New Orleans. The tour that Ro-On set up took the 

Preservation Hall Jazz Band to Tokyo and thirty-two major 

Japanese cities. In Osaka alone, Ro-On scheduled 40 days of 

17 jazz concerts. Papa John Joseph, 89, a bass player with 

the group, summed up the experience in December, "The 

16. Times-Picayune. Roll C 309, August 1, 1965, 
p. 14. 

17. Times-Picayune. Roll C 261, August 10, 1963, 
p. 11. 
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Japanese gave us a reception we will never forget—if I were 

18 
younger, I would try to tour Japan every year." 

Nishie Sadamu, President of the New Orleans Jazz 

Club of Tokyo, visited New Orleans in December of 1963. 

Nishie paid many visits to Preservation Hall and the Jazz 

Museum in the French Quarter, and also renewed acquaintance 

with the jazz players who had recently returned from Japan. 

His club specializes in the traditional jazz form which 

originated in New Orleans. Nishie, who taught sixteenth 

and seventeenth century English Literature at Waseda 

University, felt that jazz was well known and quite popular 

19 in Japan. 

When the New Orleans Rascals, one of three bands 

that made up the Osaka Dixieland Club, visited New Orleans 

in July of 1966, they received a big welcome by the 10-

member Olympia Brass Band. George Lewis, 65, and his band 

had visited Japan in 1963, 1964, and 1965. As a result, 

Lewis Nelson and George Lewis knew the Japanese members of 

the band like old friends. For two weeks the delighted 

Japanese were subjected to an extensive schedule of music 

20 lessons and concerts. Jazz has proven to be one of the 

18. Times-Picayune, Roll C 270, December 25, 1963, 
p. 2. 

19. New Orleans States-Item. Roll 473, December 
25, 1963, p. 5. 

20. Times-Picayune. Roll C-331, July 9, 1966, 
p. 14. 
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most popular attractions that the Japanese have found while 

visiting New Orleans. In the decade of the sixties, 

Japanese tourists were constantly to be seen in the French 

Quarter frequenting the jazz halls. 

The most popular Japanese cultural counterpart to 

jazz in New Orleans in the mid-sixties has ;en Japanese 

flower arranging, Ikebana, The New Orleans Chapter of 

Ikebana was formed in 19 65 with the goal of furthering 

Japanese-American relations through the world of flowers. 

Mrs. Ikeda Kenruku taught Ohara design of Ikebana. while 

Mrs. Arimura Katsuko gave lessons in Sogetsu and Ikenobo 

tradition. By the spring of 1968, there were about forty-

two members within a fifty-mile radius of New Orleans. 

There were five or six women of Japanese heritage and the 

rest were Americans. They practiced and attended various 

design schools and met together once a month. 

In May of 1967, the New Orleans Chapter of Ikebana 

held its first public exhibition at the Things Oriental 

Gallery. This gallery specialized in fine Japanese art 

objects and a market was created for them by the owner, 

David Gentry, who was inspired to set up the gallery because 

of his childhood love of Ikebana. In the two subsequent 

springs there were Japanese floral arrangements shown at 

the same gallery, and press coverage and attendance was 

good. However, in the fall of 1969, the members felt that 
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they needed a bigger and more accessible place in which to 

21 exhibit and various sites were being debated. 

Both jazz and Ikebana have proven to be the most 

popular cultural exchange between New Orleans and Japan, and 

they should be employed more fully, especially by such 

organizations as Ikebana of New Orleans and the Japan 

Society of New Orleans, to further the exchange of ideas. 

Both could well serve as introductions into other aspects 

of each other's culture and heritage. 

The only other formal introduction to Japanese 

culture in the decade of the sixties to be had in New 

Orleans was a Japanese culture course which was taught in 

the night school division of Tulane University by Dr. Samuel 

McNeely. He had served in the army of occupation in Japan 

in 1946 and later in 1951 had acted as an adviser in educa

tion in Japan. Dr. McNeely by 1969 had taught the course 

twice to about twenty adults, most of whom came to the 

22 course with little if no background. More Orleanians and 

people from the surrounding area have gone to Japan in each 

succeeding year as the statistics of the visas granted by 

21. Katsuko Arimura and Pearl Chauvin, Personal 
interviews with teacher and former President of Ikebana of 
New Orleans, March 16, 1969, October 10, 1969, November 14, 
1969. 

22. Samuel McNeely, Personal interview, Tulane 
University, October 31, 1969. 
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the Japanese Consulate show: 1960, 699 visas; 1967, 2,619 

23 
visas; 1968, 3,101 visas, and 1969, 4,975 visas. 

Lack of Academic Preparation 

The problem for those who went to Japan was with few 

exceptions that they were ill-prepared to appreciate what 

they saw or to make judgments based on more than subjective 

opinions. This was and continued to be one of the major 

problems in any fruitful relations between Japan and New 

Orleans, outside the pure economics, and could have serious 

repercussions, in that area also. The people of New Orleans, 

for the most part, were simply ignorant of Japanese history 

and culture. This was in large part dve to the high 

schools, both public and private, and the same held true 

at the college and university level of education. 

In the fall of 1969 n^ne high schools were selected 

in connection with a study to determine to what extent East 

Asia was treated in the social studies. The schools were 

selected so that geographical, white and black, public and 

private, average and above average students would be covered 

and considered. 

At Dominican High, a Catholic girls' school with an 

enrollment of about 957 students in the fall of 1969, 26 

23. Kannai Gaikyo Zai Nyu Orurinzu. Nihon Koku 
Soryojikan. Shown 44 Nen, Tokyo. (General Conditions 
within the Area of Jurisdiction Located at New Orleans. 
Japan Consulate General.) C T o ]cy o : Japanese Foreign 
Ministry, 1969), p. 35. 
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students were taking International Relations as an elective. 

The textbook used was Living World History by Wallbank and 

Schrier. The book had '723 pages, of which only 61 pages 

were devoted to all of East Asia from c. 2000 B.C. to the 

modern era. The book was only used from 1600 A„D., so that 

not even all of the 61 pages were treated formally. 

The same textbook was used at Brother Martin High 

and Jesuit High, both Catholic boys' schools with an 

enrollment of over 1,000 in each. At Brother Martin there 

were ten teachers in the social studies and although none 

had a degree in East Asia, over half of them had had a 

course in that area. Jesuit High had eight teachers in the 

social studies, none of them had ever had a course in East 

Asia. 

St. Augustine, a large black Catholic high school, 

had about six or seven teachers in the social studies, with 

no preparation in East Asia. There were two textbooks used 

that had reference to Asia. The Pageant of World History 

by Gerald Leinwand contained 610 pages, of which 102 pages 

were devoted to East Asia. A good percentage of the pages 

dealt with the coming of the white man and many of the 

generalities were pretty bad, especially in the light of 

teachers without any background to offer a more balanced 

view. The second text used at St. Augustine was The Making 

of Today's World revised by C. H. W. Pullen. Only 29 pages 

out of 769 pages were assigned to East Asia; the result was 
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very poor treatment and loaded with bias towards the West 

and the white man. For example, there were only eleven 

cultural entries between the years 4000 B.C. and 1958 A.D. 

reserved for East Asia. 

John F. Kennedy, a large public high school in a 

predominantly upper middle-class area, had fourteen teachers 

in the social studies. None of them had ever had a course 

in any area of East Asia. The text used by Kennedy High 

and all high schools in the public school system of New 

Orleans in the late sixties was Men and Nations by Anatole 

G. Mazons and John M. Peoples. The treatment of Asia and 

the chronology of historical events in regards to the same 

area were quite good but the major problem was that out of 

846 pages, only 104 pages were devoted to Asia. 

Warren Easton Senior High, a large inner city school, 

had a large black student majority. There were six teachers 

in the social studies and one of them had had nine hours in 

Asian Studies from a California college. Alcee Fortier, 

another senior high with a good representation of black 

students, had ten teachers in the social studies program and 

none had ever had a course in East Asia. 

Ben Franklin, a selective public high school that 

took the best students from all over the city, had five 

teachers in social studies and none had had a formal course 

in Asian area. Besides the general history taught in the 

sophomore year, there were two elective courses in the 
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senior year that touched on Asia. One was problems of the 

developing areas which spent twelve weeks on Asia and had 

thirteen students enrolled in the fall of 1969. The other 

was a world affairs course with forty-two students enrolled. 

In this course about two weeks would be devoted to China. 

This school was about the best that New Orleans offered to 

public school children in 1969 in regards to East Asia. 

Among the Catholic high schools surveyed, DeLaSalle, 

a large boys' school conducted by the Christian Brothers, 

offered the best in the area of East Asia study. The text 

used for the first semester was Our Widening World by Ethel 

E. Ewing. It had 248 pages out of 73 5 pages devoted to 

Asia. Ewing had also consulted authorities in writing the 

24 
Asian sections. In the second semester, five paperbacks 

published by the Scholastic Series were used. Two of these, 

The Two Chinas and The Rim of Asia which treated Japan and 

Southeast Asia, helped to give the DeLaSalle students a 

better knowledge of the area. 

On the college level in New Orleans, the best that 

was offered in the fall of 1969 was a Southeast Asian course 

offered at Newcomb College by Dr. Raymond A. Esthus. He 

24. Ewing1s consultants were: John K. Fairbank, 
Professor of History, Chinese Economics and Political 
History, Harvard University; Daniel H. Ingalls, Professor 
and Chairman of Department of Sanskrit and Indian Studies, 
Harvard; and Lauriston R. Sharp, Professor of Anthropology 
and Far Eastern Studies, Cornell University. 
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planned to alternate this course with one on East Asia, 

which he had taught the previous year. Dr. Esthus' 

specialty was foreign relations in East Asia and had 

published such books as From Enmity to Alliance: U.S.

Australian Relations. 1931-1941, and Theodore Roosevelt and 

Japan. He averaged about twenty students in his Asian 

courses and most came into the course v/ith little back

ground but open minds and ready to learn. Tulane University 

offered nothing in the day, but in the night division mention 

has already been made of Dr. Samuel McNeely's two-hour 

course on Japanese culture. 

Loyola University offered a one-semester course in 

Fax* Eastern History in the fall of 1969, which was taught by 

Sister Grace Swift. An Ursuline Sister, she had obtained her 

doctorate in Russian Studies at Notre Dame University. She 

could speak with some authority on Russian-Chinese relations, 

but beyond that she felt that she was beyond her depth. 

There were twenty-one students in her class, but she felt 

that most of them were there just to pass the national tests 

in history which had begun to ask questions in relation to 

East Asia. 

Xavier University, a predominantly black Catholic 

school, Dillard University, another black university, and 

Louisiana State University in New Orleans, the newest and 

fastest growing university in New Orleans in building 
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program and enrollment, all of these simply did not offer a 

single course in East Asia. 

Consequently on both the high school and university 

level, the condition of Asian Studies and in particular 

those dealing with Japan was quite grim. Educators, school 

boards, and university administrators gave the impression 

that they were not. aware of the problem. Yet there was an 

interest in East Asia generated by the veterans returning 

from duty in Southeast Asia, Korea, Okinawa, and Japan, by 

students and adults viewing the television news and magazines 

and papers, and judging by the interest and enthusiasm that 

most courses have met with that have been offered in New 

Orleans. As long as the studies in Asia are allowed to 

remain as they are, trade will continue to be done in a 

vacuum with little chance for social or cultural exchange and 

with all the dangers that such ignorance brings. 

A good example of the mentality that such a narrow 

Western general education could produce was the Cultural 

Fund Goal sixth annual campaign in January of 1966. Leon 

Godchaux II, prominent businessman and President of the 

Cultural Attractions Fund, felt that New Orleans was at the 

threshold of an unprecedented golden era. Godchaux believed 

that cultural attractions were "an important factor in 

bringing business to the City as well as providing a 
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25 
background for the children of the community." Judging by 

what Orleanians mean by culture and the attractions that 

have been brought to New Orleans by the CA.F, it was safe 

to say that culture was synonymous with Western Europe. The 

possibility of the existence cf Asian culture and desire to 

see, hear, and experience it in its many forms usually did 

not enter most Orleanians' minds. Due in large part to 

their schooling, they simply did not know what they were 

missing. The paradox was that many of them were able to 

enjoy Western art, music, literature, etc., in the sixties 

because of the booming trade that New Orleans was enjoying 

with Japan. Generally speaking Orleanians, like most 

Americans, only think of Japan when a crisis has developed. 

They have failed to realize that Japanese policy forms quite 

slowly and has usually acquired a great deal of substance 

before it is noted in the United States. 

In spite of this fact and the fact that this 
country has been involved with Japan for more 
than a century in peace and war, Japan receives 
less attention from this country and official 
Washington than any of the other major powers. 

Although the United States is a Pacific power, 
it is not Pacific oriented.26 

This New Orleans editorial could be applied to New 

Orleans itself and her attitude towards Japan. Its 

25. Times-Picayune. Roll C 319, January 7, 1966, 
p. 6. 

26. New Orleans States-Item, Original, November 23, 
1968, p. 6. 
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ramifications in the educational system of New Orleans has 

been treated with its concomitant results in the cultural 

area. Other manifestations of it would be the lack of any 

authentic Japanese restaurants in New Orleans or any 

facilities for Japanese seamen's clubs compared to what was 

had for German or Norwegian seamen. 

New Orleans' Cosmopolitan Spirit 

There was a big difference between an average 

Orleanian and the resident of Jackson, Mississippi, or 

Shreveport, Louisiana. Trade union leaders and other 

observers have noted that those laborers who have come from 

northern Louisiana and Mississippi have been typically more 

conservative than locally reared workers on such subjects as 

race, foreign aid, the United Nations, and international 

27 collaboration in general. There was also a difference 

between the rural, poorly educated, underprivileged 

Catholics who were concentrated in southern Louisiana and 

the college educated Catholics; these were more international 

in outlook, whereas the former were more isolationists. In 

south Louisiana, the few Catholics who were in managerial 

roles in textile mills and garment plants or sugar planters 

were with few exceptions protectionists, whereas those in 

27. Hero, The Southerner and World Affairs. p. 338. 
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the International Trade Mart and the Cotton Exchange in New 

28 
Orleans favored expanded trade. 

In general, the people of New Orleans were more 

interested in foreign affairs in the decade of the sixties 

than the people of Shreveport, Jackson, or Birmingham, but 

the number two port city of the United States did not emerge 

in such a favorable position when she was compared with San 

Francisco, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, Cleveland, and 

Chicago. "The proportion of people truly informed and 

sophisticated in the international sphere in any of these 

Northern ports has been at least several and in some cases 

29 
many times that in New Orleans." Alfred 0. Hero, raised 

in the neighborhood of New Orleans, based his assertion on 

such facts as the circulation of critical publications 

dealing with world affairs, such as the New York Times 

(Sunday edition), the Christian Science Monitor. Harper's. 

and the Atlantic, were in 1959 significantly smaller per 

unit of population in New Orleans than any of the port 

cities mentioned above. Atlanta, with its more dynamic 

ethic and large number of energetic Northerners, was ahead 

of New Orleans by the same norms. Nor did Hero find in the 

early sixties that the universities in New Orleans had 

28» Ibid., p. 455. 

29. Ibid., p. 463. 
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exerted an impact on the better educated of the city as 

30 
seemed the case in these other port cities. 

Close observation and study of the New Orleans scene 

in the late sixties and even into the early seventies con

tinued to prove the basic assumption of Hero remained valid 

and unchanged. The general impression that the middle and 

upper classes of New Orleans continued to give was that they 

were not too concerned with ideologies, good education, good 

government, or politics; rather they were more interested in 

slot machines, horse racing, good food and drink, attractive, 

well dressed women, hunting, fishing, and sports. Close to 

83,000 screaming, eating, and drinking fans of the Saints 

football team packed themselves into the Tulane Stadium on 

most fall Sunday afternoons. One could get the impression 

that they were keeping in shape for the Sugar Bowl and 

Mardi Gras season. La dolce vita, "the city care forgot," 

these are the goals that New Orleans cultivated and pursued. 

Joined to this Latin lilt of the sweet life has been 

the great influence and presence of a large black population 

in New Orleans and, in its own way, was a problem in closer 

relations between Japan and New Orleans. The Japanese, like 

most Orientals, have been fearful to champion the cause of 

the Negro lest they bring hatred on themselves, they have 

felt that they had enough to contend with and consequently 

30. Ibid. 
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it has acted as a deterrent.^ At the height of segregation 

in New Orleans and the South, Orientals went to white 

schools and attended movies and other facilities that were 

out of bounds for the Negroes. Not wishing to compromise 

their position with the whites, the Orientals in the South 

compromised their relations with the Negroes. "Almost no 

Asian wanted to be identified as a Negro during his stay in 

the South, including many of those at Southern Negro 

colleges; a number of them have been condescending toward 

32 
Negro fellow students." 

According to Hero, survey studies treating Southern 

Negroes show that they did not feel any greater affinity for 

non-Negroid colored people abroad. Generally speaking, they 

have inherited a love of England from the Anglo-Saxon power 

structure of the South. "Negroes have been about as 

inclined as Southern whites to apply negative stereotypes 

33 
to Indians, Chinese, and other Asians." What it came down 

to was the fact that most Negroes in New Orleans and the 

rest of>the South did not have the time, education, or 

"luxury" to arrive at an independent position on almost any 

international question. In a pinch it was easy to follow 

"the whites who should know better than them." 

31. Marden and Meyer, Minorities in American 
Society. p. 203. 

32. Hero, The Southerner and World Affairs, p. 527. 

33. Ibid., p. 525. 
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The Japanese were aware of the Negro problem in the 

late sixties in regards to the South and ultimately with 

themselves. The importance the Japanese attached to it was 

shown in their official consulate report from New Orleans 

intended for the Japanese reading public. Out of 36 pages 

of matter, both for 1968 and 1969, about 7-1/2 pages were 

devoted in great detail to the Negro problem in the Southern 
A 

•j 

States. Consequently future Japanese relations in New 

Orleans and the improvement of them must take into account 

the presence of a good proportion of the population, which 

at best is neutral and at worst quite hostile through 

neglect and ignorance. 

Other Problems 

Another problem area for New Orleans and the whole 

of the United States and Japan is the ordinary means of 

communication. Usually an active minority of individuals 

is the reason why communications between countries and 

cultures do occur. Because of the individuality of the 

contact, its efficiency and effects are complex and results 

are hard to predict. 

The persons involved are never tabula rasa; 
' both their perceptions and their attitudes are 
conditioned by previous experiences, by their 
particular share in a cultural heritage. The 
meaning received may not be the meaning intended. 

34. Kannai Gaikyo Zai Nyu Orurinzo, 1968, pp. 9-
16; 1969, pp. 12-19. 
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Memories will shift and attitudes change in the 
light of later experience.35 

If this was true in the best of traveling circum

stances, then the problem was heightened for the Japanese in 

international relations: "virtually no one else bothers to 

learn Japanese, and the Japanese have not yet learned to 

3 6 speak foreign languages as well as most Europeans." The 

Japanese language is extremely complicated and difficult 

for most foreigners and for the Japanese, techniques for 

successfully teaching foreign languages have not been 

adapted. Consequently, although more and more Japanese 

businessmen and tourists have traveled overseas, "they 

usually go in groups with other Japanese, stock close 

together, and absorb little of the real life of the nations 

37 
they visit." This cliquishness of the Japanese, except 

for some individual students, has been observed in New 

Orleans; however, the same thing has to be said for the 

great majority of Orleanians who have been to Japan. The 

language problem remains a major barrier to real deep and 

meaningful relations between Japan and New Orleans, and what 

has been accomplished by the Japanese not the Orleanians. 

35. Schwante^, Japanese and Americans. p. 149. 

36. Hugh Patrick, "Exoo '70 Japan," Fortune, Vol. 
LXXX, No. 3 (August 15, 1969)/p. 138. 

37. Richard Halloran, Japan Images and Realities 
(New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1969), p. 189. 
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Another problem that has to be overcome is the fact 

that one has to do one's homework. Here, the Japanese 

officials and businessmen have the edge over their counter

parts in New Orleans. 

The Japanese are collectors of great amounts 
of information, are deliberate and calculating 
analysts of that information and prudent formulators 
of policy based on it. In any negotiation, they 
strive to know exactly their own strengths and 
weaknesses, and the same for their adversary. 

When the Japanese businessmen and officials come to 

New Orleans, they have at their finger tips a number of 

statistics pertinent to the area of New Orleans, her 

prominent state, city and businessmen, and all allied data 

in regards to the geographical, historical and political, 

social and economic background of the area and of the men 

with whom they would be dealing. All this information has 

been carefully collected and sifted by the Japanese Con

sulate General in New Orleans and then sent back to Japan, 

where it is printed and made available for any Japanese 

coming to New Orleans and the South. 

In contrast to this would be the impression created 

by some New Orleans and other members of the Mississippi 

Valley Association that they had not done their homework 

before meeting with the Japanese trade delegation in April 

of 1969. Some very jejeune questions were asked the 

Japanese by them. The Americans gave the impression that 

38. Ibid., p. 196. 
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they really did not know with whom they were dealing. For 

example, they knew that Anzai Masao was President of the 

Showa Denko, but that was about it. Some research would 

have revealed to them the world in which Anzai moved. 

For example, Japan's last three prime ministers were 

all proteges of the late Prime Minister Yoshida Shigeru. 

Kishi Nobusuke and Sato Eisaku are brothers, but Sato bears 

the name of his wife's family to continue the family line. 

Sato's son Shinki was married to the daughter of Ansai 

Hiroshi, Vice President of the Tokyo Gas Company, a major 

utility. 

Anzai's brother is Anzai Masao, President of 
Showa Denko, a leading chemical firm. He is 
married to Mori Mitsue, whose brother Satoru is 
President of Nippon Yakin, a metal manufacturing 
company . . . Anzai Masao's son is married to a 
daughter of Shoda Hidesaburo, President of Nisshin 
Seifun, a major milling company. Another of 
Shoda's daughters is Crown Princess Michiko, wife 
of Crown Prince Akihito, heir to Emperor Hirohito's 
throne.39 

Anzai Masao is a typical example of a top Japanese executive 

with powerful business and social connections. 

As Japan and New Orleans completed the decade of the 

sixties, there were some technical and political problems 

that needed to be taken care of in order to insure that 

prosperous trade continue. With the building of larger 

ships, New Orleans had to realize that she must take the 

necessary means of increasing the depth of her channel in 

39. Ibid., p. 84. 
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the Mississippi River in order to compete for the trade of 

bigger ships. However, James W. Martin, Deputy Director of 

the Port, saw no major obstacles in the foreseeable future 

40 
for the deepening of the channel. But he, like all who 

were concerned with the port, realized its necessity along 

with modernizing the port's facilities for handling of 

containerized cargo. New Orleans is basically a transit 

port; she does not have much manufacturing in the city, so 

there is no "captive cargo." The result is that New Orelans 

has to compete with other ports for cargo. Although New 

Orleans has been the second port in the nation after New 

York, "she had the least industry and the smallest propor

tion of population in manufacturing of the first ten ports 

41 in the United States." Consequently, New Orleans has to 

view any problem, whether technical, political or otherwise, 

that might jeopardize her port as a serioias subject for 

discussion and action. 

President Nixon, twice in early 1969, on February 6 

and March 4, vigorously affirmed his support for freer trade 

but "it was necessary to work out some voluntary restraints 

on textiles, because otherwise the pressure for quotas would 

40. James W. Martin, Personal interview, November 
14, 1969. 

41. Hero, The Southerner and World Affairs. 
p. 461. 
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42 
be immense." However, are such pressures justified? For 

whether "voluntary" or mandatory quotas are placed on 

textile goods, the price ultimately falls on the American 

exporters and investors who need a liberal trade climate in 

which to operate. Still, most Americans "believe that no 

individual, cr group of individuals, should be called upon 

to bear the economic cost of national foreign policy by 

43 
being deprive of an opportunity to work for a living. " 

From such a position it is easy for them to jump to a con

clusion that job displacement brought about by foreign 

competition should be the reason for curtailment of foreign 

goods. 

It has been against such an opinion as this that New 

Orleans politicians and people of the city have had to fight. 

New Orleans newspapers have been in favor of expansion of 

trade, even with the Communist bloc. "One of its Congress

men, Hale Boggs, a champion of free trade, was Chairman of 

the House Subcommittee on Foreign Trade Policy, and the 

other, F. Edward Hebert, had voted consistently for liberal 

44 trade legislature." Most New Orleanians, who took the 

time to have a viewpoint, were for free trade which set them 

42. "Voluntary Quotas on Textiles, a Contradiction 
in U. S. Trade Policy" (Washington, D. C.: United States-
Japan Trade Council, 1969), p. 3. 

43. "The Impact of Imports" (Washington, D. C.: 
United States-Japan Trade Council, 1968), p. 9. 

44. Hero, The Southerner and World Affairs. p. 462. 
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apart from other people of the Gulf of Mexico, such as 

Mobile, Tampa, Biloxi, and Gulfport. The protectionist 

interests in tung oil, textile, garment manufacturing, 

shrimp canneries, plywood producers, and organic chemicals 

seem to have exerted a disproportionate influence on their 

Congressmen who voted against the trade expansion bill of 

45 
1962. 

New Orleans, because it does not have much industry, 

has to be for free trade; the surprising thing has been how 

offhanded she can be about it. Her second most important 

source of income has been to.yrism and it has definitely 

colored her attitude towards her major source of income and 

created a problem. The other paradoxical problem has been 

her task to try and convince northern Louisianians, 

Mississippians, and Alabamians that competition reduced 

prices, was a cause of innovation and benefited the 

consumer. To restrict the movement of goods was to raise 

the cost of living. 

Being in opposition to tariffs or quotas was not new 

to New Orleans. She has had ample experience throughout the 

nineteenth and twentieth centuries. However, this particular 

problem could prove quite serious in relation to Japanese 

trade in the decades to come; the other problems that have 

been treated could to a large extent be removed if New 

45. Ibid., p. 181. 
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Orleans really got serious about them. Whereas the restric

tion of free trade could come about, no matter how serious 

New Orleans became. In regards to most of the obstacles 

that hinder closer relations with Japan, New Orleans has to 

a large extent control over them, but in this area of free 

trade, she is not master of the situation. So the strongest 

relationship that existed by the late sixties between Japan 

and New Orleans was also the most vulnerable. Consequently 

the importance of increasing the other areas of contact to 

protect the trade area became quite apparent and imperative 

if it was to continue and to increase. 

Summation 

Major and minor reasons have been presented in order 

to explain the historical phenomena of how Japanese activity 

at the port of New Orleans went from no activity to the 

Number One position in both import and export trade between 

the years of 1945 and 1965. This trade boom represented the 

fulfillment of a dream that was over a hundred years old. 

There was a correlation between the upsurge in trade and the 

industrialization and buying power of both areas. By 1968, 

Japan accounted for 14.8 per cent of New Orleans' export 

trade and 13.5 per cent of her import trade. These trade 

figures were a tribute to the dynamic vitality of both 

areas. 
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There was not a corresponding increase in the social 

and cultural relations between the Japanese and Orleanians 

that would be commensurate with the dominant position that 

Japanese trade possessed in New Orleans. The social and 

cultural relations have been much better in the post Pacific 

War period than before, but not much was required to achieve 

thit. Jazz and Ikebana have proven to be the two most 

popular cultural exchanges between Japan and New Orleans, 

and these two art forms should be encouraged, developed and 

expanded, and through them kindred areas in each culture 

could be opened up. 

The whole cultural world of Japan and East Asia 

could be opened up much faster if the serious neglect of 

adequate studies in these areas were remedied and Orleanians 

were able to study them at the high school and college level. 

The problems in the social area are more difficult because 

of the fewness of Japanese in the metropolitan area of New 

Orleans and the language barriers. Perhaps the opening up 

of the cultural heritage of the Japanese through studies 

both formal and informal may ultimately create the atmos

phere where a demand might be created for more social 

contact and knowledge of the Japanese language. This in 

turn may attract more Japanese tourists and even some 

permanent residents. The result might be an enrichment for 

New Orleans and a strengthening of her trade ties to Japan, 

which too long have been conducted in a vacuum. Basically 
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what has been presented is a complexity of ingredients that 

have served as the basis for a great volume of trade and 

increase in wealth for New Orleans and Japan. 

The paradox might well be that even greater material 

wealth might follow once New Orleans discovered the cultural 

and social wealth of Japan, which so far has not been able 

to enter because of the cultural tariff mentality of New 

Orleans. 



CHAPTER 8 

CONCLUSION 

The desire on the part of some businessmen and 

civic leaders of New Orleans for trade with Japan prior to 

the Pacific War was counterbalanced by a high degree of 

passivity on the part of most of the people of the city. 

Japanese activity created the first trade boom and com

pensated for the lack of genuine interest in New Orleans 

in developing Japanese trade. 

The improvement of the wharves, storage facilities 

and grain elevators; the establishment of International 

House; the building of the International Trade Mart; and the 

establishment of the Foreign Trade Zone Number Two since the 

Pacific War testify to the fact that New Orleans has come 

of age on the national and international trade scene. New 

Orleans businessmen have moved from a historically passive 

attitude to an active pursuit of Japanese trade, seen in 

the Orleanian trade delegations to Japan and the operation 

of a Port of New Orleans Office in Tokyo since 1964. This 

dynamic new display of leadership within the New Orleans 

trade circle joined to the remarkable recovery and expansion 

of Japanese trade resulted by the middle of the 1960's in 

Japan's achieving the Number One position in both exports 

205 
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and imports at the Port of New Orleans, the second port of 

the United States. 

However, the remarkable growth in Japanese trade 

with New Orleans in the 1960's has not been accompanied by 

a parallel increase in social and cultural ties. It is 

true that a more positive attitude toward Japan and the 

Japanese may be seen in the increasing number of New 

Orleans travelers to Japan and the presence of Japanese war 

brides in the city« On the other hand, negative attitudes 

toward the Japanese, as a non-Caucasian race, continue to 

impede the assimilation of Japanese people and Japanese 

culture into the social and cultural life of New Orleans. 

Racial prejudice against the Japanese is part of 

the: larger problem of race relations between Caucasians and 

Blacks in New Orleans. The white population in New Orleans 

has shown a willingness to lose money in order to safe

guard certain social practices that maintain them in a 

superior position. Just as the local trade with Blacks in 

New Orleans has been carried on in a vacuum, with little 

social or cultural contact, so on the level of international 

trade, Japanese trade has been isolated from social and 

cultural contact. 

Throughout history, trade has proved to be a major 

vehicle for the exchange of new ideas as well as technology. 

Trade often serves as a stimulus for change, as the values 

of the trader seep into the native population, calling into 
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question accustomed practices and offering new alternatives. 

But New Orleans limited the influence of trade contact, and 

thereby forestalled social change. Anti-Japanese laws 

within the metropolitan area helped segregate Japanese from 

the rest of the population; and the neglect of Asian studies 

in the curriculum of high schools and colleges further 

insured that New Orleans' major trading partner would remain 

unknown to most of its people. 

In some ways the experience of Japan at the Port of 

New Orleans is similar to the experience of Western European 

traders at Japanese and Chinese ports in the sixteenth and 

again in the early nineteenth centuries. China and Japan, 

in these centuries, like New Orleans, tried to isolate the 

traders from the social and cultural life of the people. If 

Japanese, in the eyes of the New Orleans population, were 

"international Niggers," who had to be fit into the social 

class hierarchy, so Western Europeans, in the eyes of 

Confucian East Asia, were "barbarians," who also were 

expected to conform to the equally rigid social hierarchy. 

But here the parallel ends, for whereas foreign trade in 

Asia did eventually bring about the collapse of traditional 

social orders, change in New Orleans has been much slower. 

The people of New Orleans, unlike the Japanese and Chinese, 

did not confront superior military force in the hands of 

the traders at their ports. Trade was not forced on them; 

New Orleans was not pried open to outside trade, the way 



208 

Canton, Shanghai, or Edo were. It remains to be seen how 

long the New Orleans social and cultural life can resist 

change under the impact of influence from its major trading 

partner. 



APPENDIX A 

CAUTION 

In the course of New Orleans history between 1850 

and 1970, newspapers have come and gone. Some of them have 

combined into various partnerships only to be dissolved and 

formed into new ones. The footnotes are so labeled to pro

vide ready access to the microfilm in the Louisiana Room of 

the New Orleans Public Library. However, one should be 

alerted to the following genealogy of the present day Times-

Picayune and the States-Item. 

Daily Picayune 184 5 

New Orleans Times 
1881-1882 

then 

New Orleans Democrat 
1881-1882 

1914 

New Orleans 
Times Democrat 
1882-April 3, 1914 

Times-Picayune 
April 6, 1914 

Daily States—then New Orleans States 
1881-1916 1958 

then 

Daily City Item—then New Orleans Item 
1890-1903 May 4, 1903-

September 14, 1958 

States-Item 
September 15, 
1958 
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APPENDIX B 

EARLY TRADE WITH THE ORIENT BY RAILROAD BETWEEN NEW ORLEANS 
AND THE WEST COAST AS INDICATED IN NEW ORLEANS COTTON 

EXCHANGE SECRETARY'S REPORT FOR THE 
RESPECTIVE YEARS 

Year 
Bales of Cotton to Japan and China 

via the West Coast 

1901 89,738 

1902 169,243 

1903 135,408 

1904 47,645 

1905 333,883 

1918 808,629 

1919 892 ,918 

1920 734,854 

Southern Pacific Records of Cotton Shipments between New 
Orleans and the West Coast from the 

San Francisco Archives 

Year Tons of Cotton 

1903 11,355 

1904 5,465 

1905 36,967 
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APPENDIX C 

TRADE OF JAPAN WITH NEW ORLEANS, 1952-1969, BASED ON DATA 
FROM THE STATISTICAL RESEARCH DIVISION OF THE 

PORT OF NEW ORLEANS 

The figure above tha year represents the imports 
from Japan in millions of dollars through the Port of New 
Orleans, while the figure below the year .represents the 
exports to Japan for the same year through the Port 

• 

1.4 1. 5 2. 7 4. 3 5.9 7.0 
1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 
42. 2 56. 6 73.9 79.8 93.2 101.4 

10.1 21.4 20.2 19. 3 27.1 33.1 
1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 
79.1 76. 5 101. 3 130. 2 108.0 111.9 

42. 7 69.1 92.0 104.1 169.1 187.4 
1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 
121. 7 153.8 133. 7 126.0 154.0 190. 7 

Order of Countries in Import and Export Trade of New 
Orleans Based on Data from the Japanese Consulate 

General of New Orleans 

Imports 

1962 Brazil, Mexico, West 
Germany, Britain, India 

1963 Brazil, Mexico, West 
Germany, Japan, India 

1964 Brazil, Mexico, Japan, 
West Germany, Colombia 

1965 Brazil, Japan, Mexico, 
West Germany, India 

1966 Japan. Brazil, Mexico 
West Germany, Peru 

Exports 

Japan, West Germany, 
Netherlands, India, Italy 

Japan, West Germany, 
Italy, Netherlands, India 

West Germany, Japan. 
Italy, Britain, Venezuela 

Japan. West Germany, 
Italy, Britain, Venezuela 

Japan, West Germany, 
Italy, Netherlands, 
Venezuela 
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APPENDIX D 

EXAMPLES OF THE TRADE OF THE PORT OF 
NEW ORLEANS WITH JAPAN 

1952 Imports from Japan--total value $1,425.422 

Major Items: 

1. Rolled and finished steel $ 1,320,322 
2. Clay products 24,827 
3. Iron and steel ingots 13,975 

1952 Exports to Japan—total value $42.153,971 

Major Items: 

$16,553,027 
12,295,852 
5,932,481 

1. Soy beans 
2. Cotton goods 
3. Rice 

1966 Imports from Japan—total value $92.000.000 

Major Items: 

1. Iron and steel plates and sheets $23,898,462 
2. Iron and steel bars and rods 12,818,894 
3. Iron and steel tubes, pipes 6,807,247 
4. Road motor vehicles, parts and 

accessories 5,549,108 
5. Ferro alloys 3,722,019 
6. Veneers and plywood 3,314,139 
7. Textile and leather machinery 3,176,315 
8. Pottery 3,173,130 

1966 Exports to Japan—total value $133.700.000 

Major Items: 

$49,177,072 
32,117,638 
6,706,388 
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1. Soy beans 
2. Corn 
3. Raw cotton 
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4. Organic chemical products ( 5,311,087 
5. Marine shells unmanufactured 4,794,220 
6. Steam generating power boilers 2,211,729 
7. Machines and appliances, electric 

and non-electric 1,363,050 
8. Aluminum and alloys 1,361,210 
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