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PREFACE 

Although the area of human sexual conduct is more 

open to study now than in the early part of the Twentieth 

Century, it is still surrounded by much secrecy, much 

controversy and much emotion. This is especially true 

when adolescent sexual conduct is under consideration 

because of the strong moral implications involved. The 

validity of the above statements become strikingly apparent 

when one attempts to do research in this area. 

This state of affairs is somewhat unfortunate since 

much research is still needed to supplement the traditional 

views and attitudes passed on to our children. With the 

increasing demand for sex education in our public schools 

there is an increasing need for educators and social 

scientists to work closer together. It is only in this way 

that our young people will reap the maximum benefits and 

*will be prepared to meet the challenges of our ever growing 

complex society. 

Hopefully, this study will someday be helpful to 

all the young women who so graciously consented to act as 

subjects and the young women they represent. The author 

also wishes to express his appreciation to all the 

institutions, agencies, and groups - both public and 
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private - that extended their cooperation and support. 

Special thanks must be given to the California Youth 

Authority and especially to Mr. Harry Wilson, Director of 

Institutions, and Mrs. Beatrice Dolan, Superintendent of the 

Ventura School for Girls, who allowed the author access to 

the records and facilities of the institution. 

Appreciation must also be extended to the Disserta

tion Committee, headed by Dr. Richard W. Coan, which gave 

many valuable suggestions and showed a great deal of 

patience. 

Lastly, a note of gratitude must be given to the 

author's wife who exhibited patience, understanding, and 

moral support while the study was being carried out and 

written. 
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ABSTRACT 

While some behavior is clearly recognized as 

symbolic and some is clearly defined as non-symbolic, the 

distinction is not easily made in all cases. The class of 

human sexual conduct falls into the indistinct area. 

Regardless of the difference in quality between symbolic 

and non-symbolic behavior, however, the social sciences 

continue to apply the cause and effect model to each. 

While the theories which employ the causative model may be 

questioned about the validity of their constructs, the 

validity of the model, itself, goes unquestioned. 

This study attempts not only to question the fruit-

fulness of the two theoretical viewpoints of prostitution 

and sexual promiscuity but 'also attempts to raise the 

question about the fruitfulness of the causative model of 

human behavior when applied to symbolic behavior. 

The psycho-social theory of prostitution and sexual 

promiscuity, which utilizes the causative model of human 

behavior, treats these phenomena as symptoms or products of 

a learned sexual value system. This value system is 

assumed to be the result of exposure to and acceptance of 

the anti-social or asocial value system developed by peer 

groups. 

xi 
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The psychoanalytic theory, which also uses the 

causative model of human behavior, treats these behavior 

patterns as symbolic expressions as well as defense 

mechanisms. The behavior patterns are assumed to symbolize 

self degradation (caused by family rejection), hatred 

against men (caused by rejection from the father), and the 

attempt to stabilize one's psychic equilibrium. These 

behavior patterns also serve to defend the individuals 

against their desire for love which is too painful to 

accept. 

When each of the theoretical viewpoints is asked to 

predict the facts relating to family and peer relationships, 

sexual value system, sexual enjoyment and self concept, it 

turns out that both systems do better than chance prediction 

but the psycho-social theory does considerably better than 

the psychoanalytic theory. Both theories have much 

difficulty predicting the similarities and differences 

between the non-promiscuous delinquent group and the 

ejqperimental groups. However, the psycho-social theory does 

much better than the psychoanalytic theory in predicting 

differences between the non-promiscuous normal group and 

the experimental groups. 

While the concept of a "sexual value system" has 

much to recommend "it, at best it should be treated as a 

factor to be considered but not as a sufficient condition 
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for bringing about either prostitution or sexual 

promiscuity. 

The belief that the sexual value system is brought 

about through a stronger attachment to one's peer group 

than one's family has to be revised as the facts do not 

bear out the belief. 

The clinical evidence used to derive the psycho

analytic explanation of prostitution may apply to 

prostitutes who desire treatment but appears to have little 

application to the general class of prostitutes and 

promiscuous females. This study also points to the caution 

that clinicians must use when labeling behavior as 

clinically significant. For example, the term "frigidity" 

might be applicable to the sexual relations of prostitutes 

and promiscuous females, since they regard these relations 

as only "slightly enjoyable," were it not for the fact 

that the normal group even rates their sexual experiences 

as even less enjoyable. 

Both the symptomatic viewpoint and the symbolic 

viewpoint could account for the results if certain 

assumptions were changed in each of the theories employing 

the viewpoints. Likewise, a combination of these view

points could also do justice to the facts collected. While 

the symptomatic viewpoint carries out the traditional cause 

and effect model of science, the symbolic viewpoint, to be 



used properly, should give some rules of how and when 

behavior becomes symbolic instead of merely practical. 

More attention also has to be paid to the theoretical 

structure which employs the cause and effect model yet 

treats behavior as symbolic. 



INTRODUCTION 

Theoretical Considerations 

Man has inherited a complex world filled with all 

types, shapes and quantities of matter which is forever 

undergoing changes right before his eyes. The wind blows, 

the sand moves; the ocean is in perpetual motion; constel

lations of stars pass in review night after night; storms 

come and go; earthquakes reap destruction. Yet, with all 

the changes there is still something very constant and 

predictable about the world, if man is to believe his senses. 

Thus, objects hold constant enough to be studied and yet 

change enough to show how matter and forces are forever 

interacting. It is small wonder then that man believes 

that the principle of cause and effect is just as much a 

part of the world as anything else. 

Science in general, and the physical and biological 

sciences in particular, have utilized the cause and effect 

model of the world to good advantage. It underlies the 

very basis of scientific theories which have done wonders to 

clarify the complexities that confront man (6), (8), (17). 

By searching for the basic (and thus general) properties of 

matter or groups of objects under consideration, finding 

laws which apply to these properties and their interaction 

and the conditions under which the laws are applicable. 
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scientists have been able to predict the behavior of partic

ular objects or groups of them (6), (8). Thus, in general, 

scientific theories have shown that; given objects x, y, z 

with laws a, b, c under conditions h, i, j then the behavior 

of objects x, y, z can be predicted. A time sequence notion 

used, however, specifies that the conditions acting on the 

objects must come prior to the behavior of the objects if 

the cause and effect model is to hold (8). Thus, what 

science specifies as the cause of an event are the laws 

which apply to objects constituting the event under the 

stated conditions (6). If, as is usually the case, the 

events or behavior are observed, then the theories, by 

supplying the laws governing the event, can specify the 

conditions that existed at the time of the event. 

The social sciences have also utilized the cause 

and effect model in an attempt to understand man and his 

behavior, just as man has utilized it in his attempt to 

understand the world. Instead of being the observer and the 

theory maker, man is placed in the peculiar position of 

being the observed and the object for a theory. In spite 

of this, the social sciences have forged ahead and have 

evolved theories that attempt to ejqplain man's behavior as 

a product of the laws and conditions governing man. In 

essence, the theories specify that; given men x, y, z with 

laws a, b, c under conditions h, i, j then the behavior of 

men x, y, z can be predicted. Or, given the behavior of men 



x, y, z and the laws a, b, c then the conditions h, i, j 

can be specified. So far, the properties basic to all men 

have yet to be uncovered; the laws evolved through animal 

experiments have not been entirely applicable to men and 

the conditions confronting man appear to be an endless 

chain, because people have a way of interpreting the same 

conditions differently. 

A case in point is the phenomenon of prostitution 

and also that of sexual promiscuity. Man has contended 

with these phenomena since the dawn of civilization and 

attempts at controlling and eliminating them go back to the 

time of Moses (24). Yet, in spite of all attempts, these 

phenomena not only persist but continue to flourish. A 

quote from Sanger (24) underscores this point very 

dramatically. 

The guilty women have been banished, scourged, 
branded, executed; their partners have been sub
jected to the same punishments; held up to public 
opinion as immoral; denuded of their civil rights; 
have seen their offenses visited upon their 
families; have been led to the stake, and gibbet 
and the block and still prostitution exists. The 
teachings of morality and virtue have been powerless 
here. In some cases they restrain the individuals; 
upon the aggregate they are inoperative. 

Utilizing the causal model of human behavior, it 

can be seen that the behavior is given and if the proper 

laws can be specified then the conditions under which 

prostitution occurs can be elucidated. While this is the 

hope of the social sciences, the laws of human behavior 



that pertain to sexual conduct are far from being that 

clear or that complete. But even the hope of obtaining laws 

that do apply is being questioned by some, as long as the 

causal model is being applied to human behavior. Langer 

(17), for example, feels that the causal model of human 

behavior has actually hampered the social sciences in their 

attempt to understand man. Because, by utilizing this 

model, the social scientist naturally looks for laws that 

fit the model and by this focus may be missing principles 

that apply better. Likewise, if facts do not bear out a 

particular theory or certain laws in the theory, it still 

seems reasonable to change the theory or the laws without 

changing the model that the theories conform to. The 

question may be asked, however, if the model of cause and 

effect is dispensed with, what other do we have to take its 

place. In fact, one may reasonably ask, if there is any 

other way of looking at events in the world, including 

human behavior. 

As far as human behavior is concerned, there appear 

to be two distinct ways of perceiving it, although the 

distinction is not always made clear. One way is to view 

human behavior as a symptom or product of certain condi

tions and forces. The laws pertaining to this viewpoint 

specify how these conditions or forces affect behavior and 

produce changes in behavior. 
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The second way of viewing behavior, which was 

ushered in mainly by psychoanalysis, is to see it as a 

symbolic expression; a sort of body language. Thus, rather 

than perceiving it as part of a system characterized as a 

"food getting strategy," it becomes part of a system 

characterized as an "idea communicating strategy." If 

there are laws pertaining to this system they may have to 

be somewhat on the order of rules of grammar or rules of 

symbolism. It is difficult to conceive of a condition being 

called the cause of a symbolic expression when the 

expression is symbolizing the condition. 

The confusion in psychology produced by the con

founding of sign behavior and symbolic behavior is clearly 

recognized by Allport (3) who sums up the present trend of 

psychology as follows: . -

Addiction to machines, rats, or infants leads us 
to overplay those features of human behavior that 
are peripheral, signal-oriented or genetic. 
Correspondingly it causes us to underplay these 
features that are central, future oriented and 
symbolic. 

Because this distinction is considered of prime 

importance by the author and basic to the analysis of this 

study of prostitution and sexual promiscuity, it is felt 

that a further exposition is both necessary and judicious. 
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Behavior as Symptomatic 

When behavior is viewed as symptomatic, then it is 

assumed to be a product of or a proper part of certain 

conditions and forces. Reflex behavior, for example, is 

considered to be the terminal end of a reflex arc in the 

nervous system. More complex behavior is considered to 

the direct expression of certain inherited or learned 

drives, or is considered to be the product of classically 

or instrumentally conditioned patterns of more simplified 

behavior. As such, the behavior learned is considered to 

be more or less adaptive and appropriate to the conditions 

and forces acting on and in the organism. Thus, we eat in 

a certain way, dress in a certain way, and behave in a 

certain way because we were exposed to conditions and forces - r-

that taught us to do it in that way. The behavior 

exhibited, then, is no more than a sign of the conditions 

and forces acting on the organism. Aggressive behavior is 

viewed as a sign of anger or a sign that the organism has 

been exposed to conditions which taught him to act this way, 

perhaps via classical or instrumental conditioning. While 

there may be disagreement regarding the important conditions 

and the exact laws of learning involved, still the causal 

model is retained. 

Appropriate behavior is then considered to be 

behavior which best adapts the organism to his environment 



and which, given the proper conditions, can be taught. 

Indians who do a rain dance are, unfortunately, acting 

inappropriately because we know dancing has no effect on 

the clouds. The next step, to produce more appropriate 

actions, would be to teach them about meteorology and show 

them how cloud seeding leads to more rewarding results than 

dancing. One can't help wondering, however, if the dance 

originated through a false notion of cause and effect, why 

the Indians didn't stop dancing after the number of failures 

they must have encountered. 

At any rate, applying the cause and effect model 

throughout our world we come to the conclusions that 

behavior of objects, as well as animals and humans, are 

signs and symptoms of conditions and forces that themselves 

are products of other conditions and forces. Thus, water 

boiling is a sign that heat is being applied to it. Heat 

is, in turn, caused by the activation of molecular 

structure via a chemical or physical reaction. The chemical 

or physical reaction is caused by the interactions of 

molecules, protons and electrons whose behavior follows 

certain laws of physics. Red spots and fever are caused by 

a bodily condition known as measles which, in turn, is 

caused by the invasion of the body by a measles virus whose 

reactions follow certain laws of biochemistry and physiology. 

Tears and laughter are caused by the emotions of sadness 
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and joy which, in turn, can be traced to conditions 

confronting the individual. 

Delinquent behavior and socially approved behavior 

are caused by desires, needs and drives which interact 

with certain environmental forces and conditions. These 

forces and conditions are, in turn, caused by or are part 

of the natural world and social structure. Likewise, the 

desires, needs and drives are considered to be either 

inherited or learned. Eventually the laws of learning are 

involved again along with the inherited needs and drives 

which are seen as responsible for creating a society. 

Thus, it appears that the causal model not only seems to 

fit the world but forces us to look at things in a certain 

way and to ask those questions Which can provide the 

ingredients to fit the model. 

Behavior as Symbolic 

When behavior is viewed as symbolic it is assumed 

to represent, stand for, or be a picture of something else. 

Examples of conventional symbolic behavior would be 

thumbing one's nose at someone, clapping at a performance, 

breaking a champagne bottle over a ship's hull, kneeling at 

church services, carrying one's bride over the threshold, 

the celebrations on certain holidays, and the many and 

varied rituals and rites throughout the world. Examples of 

individual symbolic behavior would be washing one's hands 



compulsively, hitting one's pillow instead of one's 

teacher, yelling at the imaginary boss in front of the 

mirror, and kissing a picture instead of one's girlfriend. 

Like words that have assigned meaning, conventional 

behavior also has assigned meaning but cannot be broken 

down into the units that characterize a discursive 

language. Thus, applause at a performance means approval 

from the audience, and while clapping louder or longer 

means more approval, there is no assigned meaning to one 

clap or the method of clapping. Likewise, the 4th of July 

celebration is meant to represent Independence Day, 1776, 

but there is no assigned meaning to individual acts and 

people celebrate the event in many different fashions. In 

general, then, conventional symbolic expressions are 

accepted vehicles for meaning and are used to represent 

attitudes toward, feelings for, and the significance of 

certain events, certain people, or certain phenomenon which 

embody given meanings that are felt to be important (17). 

The meaning and significance may be difficult to pin down 

but are somehow felt to be attached to or embodied in the 

phenomenon. This parallels the feeling people have regard

ing the significance of certain objects, charms, good-luck 

pieces, and holy articles which somehow carry a meaning 

beyond their practical value. 
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Non-conventional or individual symbolic behavior 

may be substitute behavior or represent a fantasy of what 

an individual wishes would happen or what he wishes he 

could do. The acts of hitting a pillow in place of the 

boss or an enemy, kissing a picture of an individual that 

one cannot obtain, or making a speech in front of the 

mirror while pretending one is addressing Congress are all 

examples of this. The awareness of what one is doing and 

the "pretend" nature of the acts separate them from acts 

that signify emotional pathology. 

When a man dress-es as a woman and attempts to be 

one, when a man talks to and hears imaginary people, when 

an individual compulsively washes his hands, and when an 

individual prefers to have sexual relations with an animal 

instead of another person, then the "pretend" nature of the 

acts are no longer present. To an observer they may look 

like play acting or he may understand what they are 

representing, but the meaning of the act may not be 

apparent to the performer. 

If one assumes that individual symbolic acts 

represent fantasies or wishes and are merely these 

fantasies or wishes baing played out, what can one say 

about the fantasies or wishes themselves? One may say that 

fantasies and wishes represent an individual's desires 

which are either inherited or learned. Thus, while learning 
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theory might apply to how the desire originated, how does 

psychology handle the symbolic manifestations or represen

tations of this desire. In fact, even if the desire is 

inherited or learned, psychology still has the problem of 

attempting to derive laws for its translation into images 

and the translation of the images into action. 

While, hopefully, this conceptualization does not 

take us into a flight of fancy, the question arises of how 

the physical and biological sciences would handle things if 

they were assured that certain physical, chemical or 

biological events symbolized or represented other conditions 

or forces instead of being the product of these conditions 

and forces. For example, if the movement of electrons 

symbolized the molecular forces involved, boiling water 

symbolized the chemical or physical reactions producing 

heat, and red spots together with fever symbolized certain 

physiological processes which in turn symbolized the 

reactions of viruses; what type of model could these 

sciences use to predict the events? Perhaps psychology is 

in the same spot, and the question must be asked if a 

causal model can do justice to symbolic behavior. Psycho

analysis, while recognizing the importance of symbolic 

behavior, still has retained the causal model and has 

perhaps added to the confusion in one sense while making an 

important distinction in another sense. 
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When the distinction, between behavior viewed as 

symptomatic and behavior viewed as symbolic, is applied to 

prostitution and sexual promiscuity certain implications 

immediately present themselves. When treated as sympto

matic, one asks what are they symptoms of and what condi

tions brought them about? When treated as symbolic, one 

asks what is their meaning, i.e., what conditions, forces, 

or properties do they represent and what connotations do 

they carry? As well as defining what questions are 

important to ask, these viewpoints lead to a different 

stress on the importance of certain conditions in the 

perpetuation and control of prostitution and sexual 

promiscuity. 

Whether the symptomatic or symbolic viewpoint can 

be more fruitfully applied to these behavior patterns 

depends upon what concepts, variables, assumptions and laws 

of behavior are incorporated in the theories being applied. 

This study will attempt to evaluate the current theories -

which utilize the different viewpoints - that are believed 

to provide an explanation of prostitution and sexual 

promiscuity. This evaluation will be in regard to the 

ability of each of the theories to predict the facts which 

pertain to four areas deemed important; namely: 1) family 

and peer relationships, 2) the sexual value system, 3) the 

enjoyment of sexual relationships, and 4) the self-image. 
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This study does not mean to imply that the current 

theories in use are the only theories that could fit into 

the causal model of human behavior while viewing behavior 

differently. Thus, it is not an exhaustive account of the 

model employed or the viewpoints employed. This study 

will, however, help determine which of the viewpoints look 

more promising as an explanation of prostitution and sexual 

promiscuity and perhaps of other areas of human conduct as 

well. 

Prostitution and Sexual Promiscuity 
as Symptomatic Expressions or 

Products of Conditions and Forces 

That certain factors and conditions in a society 

are directly responsible for the personal and social values 

held by its members is a widely accepted assumption. It 

enters into the concepts of "society-member interaction" 

held by such notables as Erikson (10), Johnson (15), Mead 

(19) and Sutherland and Cressey (26), to name a few. There 

is also a widely held belief that many areas of behavior, 

such as sexual conduct, honesty, aggression, etc., reflect 

the social and cultural values held by the individuals in 

society and any significant change in the frequency or 

direction of such behavior is a sign of changing social 

values. Thus, the deviant behavior of certain groups 

within society is felt to reflect the deviant values held 

by the groups. Utilizing these assumptions, explanations 



for crime and delinquency in our contemporary society 

naturally focus on these factors and conditions that are 

believed responsible for the development of social and anti

social values, and those factors and conditions that 

encourage or discourage the expression of these values. 

In order for individuals in a society to absorb and 

live by the values of the society, the needs of the indivi

duals must be fulfilled by the family unit or social 

institutions and the values given must be fairly consistent 

and satisfying. This seems to be the underlying assumption 

of those who study the problems of contemporary society. 

Many experts feel that certain changes in our society have 

resulted in the failure of the family and society to meet 

the needs of its adolescent members. Likewise, the values 

presented are inconsistent and not satisfying. 

According to Erikson (10), for example, thfe indus-

trialization and urbanization processes have resulted in 

the isolation of the family from the major functioning of 

society, since the family has lost its integral role as an 

economic and social unit. Consequently it has been unable 

to provide children with meaningful and socially useful 

tasks. The result has been a decreased sense of accomplish

ment in children and diminished feeling of usefulness in 

society. The implication here is that children have a 

basic need to feel useful or a need to feel a sense of 
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accomplishment. Erikson has referred to the above 

phenomenon as "the lag between child training and social 

reality." 

Raab and Selznick (23) feel that adolescents seek 

social experience and social relationships to help them 

cope with living in a society. They state that within the 

last century the family has had a decreased influence over 

its members and there is earlier emancipation of the child 

from the home. Therefore, the family has been less 

influential in satisfying the needs for social experience 

and social relationships. The peer group is believed to be 

filling the void left by the family. 

Wheelis (27) and Mead (19) point out that the teen

ager is in search of something substantial with which to 

identify. The teenager wants principles and values by 

which to live. Wheelis believes that contemporary society 

has provided only inconsistent and superficial principles 

by which to live and Mead states that contemporary society 

has been unable to provide something substantial with which 

to identify. Since the teenager is exposed to diverse and 

conflicting mores and there is earlier emancipation from 

the home, Wheelis believes the adolescent of today has a 

less integrated Superego than formerly. He refers to their 

Superego as more "depersonalized" since it contains less 

of the personal and consistent dictates of the parents. 
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The same implications are suggested by Kinsey, et al. (16) 

regarding the psycho-sexual development of the female when 

he points out the diverse sexual standards the female is 

exposed to. 

As well as the needs of feeling useful in society, 

of gaining social experience to cope with society, of 

obtaining principles and values by which to live in society, 

Sherif and Cantril (25) have found that the adolescent has 

a strong need to belong. As they put it, "a lack of social 

belongingness and conflict in belongingness are painful." 

The inability of the family and responsible society to 

satisfy the needs of the adolescent means that the adoles

cent is left to fulfill his needs the best way he can. 

Therefore, the adolescent is forced to look elsewhere for 

principles and values. The most logical choice appears to 

be the peer groups whose members also are seeking to 

satisfy their needs. In the peer group, the adolescent can 

be made to feel useful and can feel a sense of belonging. 

He can also obtain social experience and develop social 

relationships to help him understand and cope with society. 

It would also be reasonable to assume that values of the 

peer group would be more readily accepted under these 

circumstances than those of the family and society. Peer 

group values tend to be vastly different than those 

developed by society, because as Raab and Selznick point 
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out, "the peer group in our society is, as a rule, almost 

entirely a sociability or play group, operating largely out

side the framework of adult life and institutions." Thus, 

it becomes easy for peer groups to develop irresponsible 

and antisocial norms, according to the authors. Johnson 

(15) has also pointed out that the norms of delinquent 

groups are molded by community and home forces which are in 

opposition to society's norms. 

Other conditions have been noted that enhance the 

probability of the adolescent acting upon the irresponsible 

and antisocial values developed by the peer groups. These 

conditions have produced weaker internal and external 

controls on behavior. They have also produced readily made 

justifications for acting in irresponsible and antisocial 

ways. 

Already mentioned is the proposition by Wheelis 

that the Superego of the teenager is less integrated than 

ever before because of the diverse and conflicting mores to 

which he is exposed. Lynd (18) has also noted a diminution 

of external controls on behavior because of the breakdown 

of the intimate and informal controls associated with 

small community living and strong community ties. Binford 

(5) claims that the teenager of today has lost respect for 

integrity and authority because he is aware of the discrep

ancy between the moral values professed and practiced by 
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adults and institutions of society. This makes it easier, 

then, for the adolescent to justify his own antisocial 

behavior. Glasser (12) also feels that contemporary 

psychiatry has made it easier for the irresponsible and 

antisocial adolescent to find justification for his actions 

by focusing attention on childhood traumata and unconscious 

determinants of behavior. 

The above evaluation of social and cultural factors 

that enter into the formation of value systems of persons 

living in a society and factors that affect the acting out 

of one's value system, appears based upon certain implied 

assumptions; namely: 

1. As the result of the exposure to a complex 

social system, there exist a number of socially related 

needs that all members of society strive to get fulfilled or 

to fulfill. Among these are the need to feel useful, the 

need for a sense of accomplishment, the need for social 

experience and social relationships, the need for 

principles by which to live, identification with something 

substantial, and the need for belonging and acceptance. 

2. If the family cannot or does not satisfy these 

needs, then children will seek out other social units or 

groups that can fulfill their needs. 

3. Children and adolescents will incorporate the 

principles and value systems of those groups - whether 

J 



19 

formal or informal in structure - which can best satisfy 

their needs. 

4. The probability of acting out upon irresponsible 

and anti-social values becomes greater when the external 

and internal controls on behavior become weaker. 

5. External controls on anti-social behavior are 

weakened when communities become larger and more impersonal 

and when adults and institutions do not set a good example 

for youth. 

6. Internal controls on anti-social tendencies are 

weakened when children are exposed to diverse and con

flicting mores and there exist many excuses and justifica

tions for anti-social behavior. 

Certain statements of fact have already been 

presented that are pertinent to these assumptions? namely: 

1. Many families are not fulfilling these basic 

needs in children. 

2. Peer groups are the logical choices for adoles

cents who do not get their basic needs fulfilled in their 

families. 

3. • Peer groups can easily develop irresponsible and 

anti-social norms, and many do. 

4. Communities have become larger and more 

impersonal and many adults and institutions do not set good 

examples for youth. 
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5. Today, more than ever, there exist many ready-

made excuses and justifications for anti-social behavior. 

The conclusions that naturally follow from the 

assumptions and the facts are that many adolescents have 

adopted the irresponsible and anti-social value system of 

their peer group. Furthermore, there is more of a tendency 

for adolescents of today to act out their anti-social value 

system than ever before. 

As regards promiscuous behavior specifically, the 

above evaluation seems to be substantiated in a study 

directed by Celia Deschin (9). This study found, in 

essence, that irresponsible attitudes about sex, which were 

learned from peers, were more characteristic of promiscuous 

females and that the less promiscuous females had developed 

their attitudes about sex from more responsible adults. 

Everett (11) and Barnes and Teeters (4) also agree 

that the anti-social value system plays a significant part 

in the sexual activities of prostitutes and sexually 

promiscuous females. 

Thus, it is easily seen that prostitution and sexual 

promiscuity, which are characterized as anti-social 

behavior, can be viewed as resulting from the social and 

cultural forces operating in contemporary society. 

Utilizing the assumptions and facts already stated, the 

following deductions can be made. 
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1. Prostitutes (PR) and sexually promiscuous 

females (SPF) should be more attached to and should value 

their peer group more than their parents, while non-

promiscuous, non-delinquent females (non-promiscuous 

normals - NPN) should be more attached to and should value 

their parents more than their peer group. As well, the 

sexual values of PR and SPF should be more closely aligned 

to that of their peer group than their families. This 

should not be the case for non-promiscuous normals (NPN) 

or for non-promiscuous delinquents (NPD). 

2. Prostitutes (PR) and sexually promiscuous 

females (SPF) should be relatively more free (less influ

enced by) from the moral judgment society places on sexual 

behavior, e.g., pre-marital sexual relations, than either 

non-promiscuous normals (NPN) or non-promiscuous delin

quents (NPD). 

3. PR and SPF should enjoy sexual relations no 

less than NPN or NPD. 

4. PR and SPF should have no worse a self-concept 

or feel less self-esteem than either NPN or NPD. 

Prostitution and Sexual Promiscuity 
as Symbolic Expressions 

The emotional factors which enter into antisocial 

and delinquent acts have been stressed by a number of 

writers such as Alexander & Healy (2), Aichorn (1), and 
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Johnson (15). They feel that early family relationships 

hold the key to the development of delinquent personality 

patterns because it is in these relationships that the 

child develops his identifications, his self-concept and 

his ego strengths. These, in turn, are of utmost importance 

in the control over instincts and egocentric impulses, 

which most people would agree is necessary before an 

individual can live within the boundaries of responsible 

society. 

Two studies bearing on the family relationships of 

prostitutes and their effect on the prostitute's emotional 

development are those by Greenwald (13) and Choisy (7). 

Both authors believe that prostitution is a symptom of 

disturbed family relationships and is an attempt - on a 

symbolic and partially unconscious level - to resolve the 

relationships and the subsequent emotional problems that 

develop as a result of the relationships. 

According to Greenwald, prostitution is an 

expression of self-hatred and the simultaneous attempt to 

prove oneself an attractive woman. The self-hatred is 

presumed to stem from the neglect and rejection at the 

hands of the parents which produces a lowered sense of 

personal worth and security. As well as feeling worthless, 

the prostitute also feels isolated and confused in regard 

to her own sense of identity. She feels as if she deserves 
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the worst society has to offer and yet feels a desperate 

need for acceptance as a woman. Unable to resolve her 

conflict between self-hatred and self-worth, she acts this 

conflict out by degrading herself on the one hand, and 

proving herself desirable, on the other hand? that is, by 

prostituting. 

Choisy maintains that prostitution acts as a 

defense against the re-awakening of the original psychic 

pain caused by father neglect and rejection; as well, it is 

an expression of revenge against the father for the pain he 

has produced. The basic desire of a female child to be 

loved by her father becomes an intolerable longing when 

the desire is left unfulfilled. If a father openly neglect 

or rejects his daughter, it is likely that the daughter 

will feel her own imperfections or deficiencies to be 

the cause of the neglect or rejection. As a result, 

feelings of worthlessness and self-contempt are produced 

in the child. Whenever the desire to be loved arises, 

instead of fulfillment, only an intolerable longing and 

self-contempt result. In order to avoid these painful and 

ego-destructive feelings, the original desire to be loved 

must be defended against, either through denial, repres

sion, reaction formation or some similar defense. For the 

prostitute, one must postulate that the usual defenses are 

not sufficient and she resorts to acting out. By reducing 
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love to sex, the prostitute denounces love and, in effect, 

proclaims her lack of desire for love. The anger against 

the father for the neglect and the emotional hurt that 

ensues is displaced toward men in general. By disgracing 

the father's daughter via self-disgrace and taking money 

from men - thereby symbolically castrating them - the 

prostitute takes revenge against the father. In Choisy's 

own words "prostitutes . . . are women who have been 

embittered against their own fathers and who unconsciously 

devalue love in order to seek revenge against men. They 

belittle their father's daughter and at the same time 

reduce love to sex, thereby, denouncing it. They are men 

haters." 

One must assume that the desire for love, which 

Choisy maintains is unfulfilled in prostitutes, never 

remains stilled and, in fact, is always in danger of 

emerging as a wish. Thus, the prostitute has to maintain 

a constant vigilance against the desire because with the 

desire also arises psychic pain in the form of unfulfilled 

longings and feelings of worthlessness. The prostitute 

uses emotional distance or depersonalization as her best 

defense. This she achieves by sleeping with a multitude 

of different men. Since the prostitute fears love, she 

attempts to keep a certain emotional detachment in her 

sexual relationships which can be called her 'security 
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distance.' In effect, she "changes lovers in order not to 

see love change." Choisy conceives of prostitution as a 

defense mechanism which serves a four-fold function; namely: 

1) It denies the prostitute's basic fear of love, 2) It 

repeats and at the same time compensates for the father's 

neglect, 3) It masks her solitude, 4) It is a revenge 

against father frustration. 

Choisy implies that the prostitute considers sex 

as something base and dirty which is used as a weapon 

against men and as a shield against love. Her attitude of 

indifference about sex is considered part of her defense 

against the emergence of the wish for love. Also, Choisy 

feels that Western culture has sown the seeds for 

prostitution by devaluing sex and attaching strong moral 

significance to it in the form of taboos. As she states, 

"It is amusing to observe that when you speak of 'morality' 

people at once understand 'sex' and 'sexual behavior,* as 

if the Supreme Good were the bed question and not the 

charitable way of acting toward one's fellow men." 

Because of this viewpoint in regard to sex, sexual 

promiscuity can easily be used as an expression of 

contempt for social responsibility and revenge against the 

parents. 

The foregoing analysis lays stress on the effect 

family - especially father - neglect and rejection have on 
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the self-concept of the daughter in a family. It also 

points out how she attempts to defend herself against and 

compensate for feelings of worthlessness. While prostitu

tion and presumably sexual promiscuity are considered to be 

degrading acts by the female employing such conduct, she 

nevertheless derives emotional satisfaction from the 

venting of her hostility and proving herself to be a 

physically desirable female. 

This interplay of emotional hurt and satisfaction 

on a symbolic level is somewhat confusing in regards to 

predicting the sexual value system of prostitutes and 

sexually promiscuous females. Nevertheless, one is 

confronted by the assumption that the above females feel 

their acts to be degrading and, therefore, must view sexual 

behavior from the parental or social frame of reference. 

It is their hostility and their desire to prevent a 

recurrence of the original psychic pain that drives them 

on in the face of their own degradation. Prom this type of 

conceptual scheme the following hypotheses seem to be 

justified; 

1. (a) Prostitutes (PR) and sexually promiscuous 

females (SPF) should feel more rejected by their parents -

especially the father - than non-promiscuous normals (NPN). 

No hypothesis is drawn for non-promiscuous delinquents 

(NPD). 
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(b) PR and SPF should feel more hostile toward 

their parents - especially the father - than NPN, because 

of their feeling of rejection and their unfulfilled wish 

to be loved. No hypothesis is made for NPD. 

2. PR and SPF should feel no less free from (less 

influenced by) the moral judgment society places on pre

marital sexual behavior than either NPN or NPD. 

3. PR and SPF should feel less enjoyment from 

sexual relations than NPN or NPD. 

4. PR and SPF should have a worse self-concept 

(feel less self-esteem) than NPN. No hypothesis is made in 

regard to NPD. 



METHODOLOGY 

Subjects 

Four groups of 40 female adolescents each, matched 

for age, ethnic background, religion, socio-economic level 

and rural-urban distribution make up the entire sample. 

For expediency, the groups have been labeled: 1) Prosti

tutes (PR), 2) Sexually Promiscuous Females (SPF), 3) Non-

Promiscuous Delinquents (NPD), and 4) Non-Promiscuous 

Normals (NPN). The former two groups constitute the 

"experimental groups" and the latter two groups make up the 

"control groups." 

The groups designated as PR, SPF, and NPD were 

selected from the Ventura School for Girls - an institution 

for adolescent female delinquents under the jurisdiction of 

the California Youth Authority. The descriptive informa

tion was gathered from the girls' case records compiled by 

the Parole and Institutional Divisions of the California 

Youth Authority. The group labeled NPN was obtained from a 

number of different sources including several churches, the 

YWCA, and the Girl Scouts. The descriptive information was 

obtained from the girls themselves who filled out a short 

questionnaire in front of the test booklet. 

28 
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The group termed Prostitutes (PR) was composed of 

individuals who had at least one adjudication for prostitu

tion on their record. Many had been arrested several times 

for the same charge. In addition, many members of this 

group had other violations listed on their records such as 

burglary, petty theft, runaway, forgery and possession of 

dangerous drugs. It was impossible to obtain a group who 

had been arrested for prostitution only. 

The group termed Sexually Promiscuous Females (SPF) 

was composed of individuals who had been arrested and 

adjudicated by the Juvenile Courts for "sex delinquency" or 

"leading a lewd and immoral life" and who, according to 

their record, exhibited a sexually promiscuous pattern of 

behavior covering at least a two-year period. Many showed 

long histories of such behavior. In addition, many had 

other charges listed such as runaway, incorrigibility and 

petty theft. However, the contamination of sexual offenses 

with other charges is not as great in this group as in the 

PR group. 

The group labeled Non-Promiscuous Delinquents (NPD) 

was composed of adolescents who were adjudicated for 

offenses other than sexual offenses and was, thus, a mixed 

delinquent group. While it is impossible for the Califor

nia Youth Authority to know all the activities engaged in 

by its wards, the record offers some assurance that the NPD 
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were not as sexually preoccupied nor as promiscuous as the 

PR or the SPF. 

The group designated as Non-Promiscuous Normals 

(NPN) was composed of individuals who, according to their 

word and the adult leaders of their groups, had no arrest 

record and were attending school regularly. While the 

extent of their pre-marital sexual experiences could not be 

ascertained, they appear to fit the criteria of a,"normal" 

sample within the descriptive properties looked for. 

Since the PR group was the most difficult to gather 

and was of primary importance to the study, it was used as 

the standard against which the other groups were matched. 

Table 1 gives a breakdown and comparison of the descriptive 

properties used for the groups. The F ratio for the age 

comparisons and the chi-sguare values for the other 

properties are listed and indicate that the groups do not 

differ significantly on any of the descriptive properties. 

This fact is at least some assurance that any differences 

found are more likely to be a function of personality 

variables than of social stratification, ethnic identity, 

or religious affiliation. 

Experimental Design 

This study has been designed to test which set of 

hypotheses - the one derived from the psycho-social theory 

or the one derived from the psychoanalytic theory - is 
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Table 1. Composition of Experimental and Control Groups 

PR SPF NPD NPN 

Mean Age (yrs.-mons.) 

Age Range (yrs.-mons.) 

18.3 17.9 17.9 18.2 

15.10 - 15.9 - 16.0 - 15.11 -
21.10 20.5 19.6 21.9 

F = 0.87 P > .05 

18.3 17.9 17.9 18.2 

15.10 - 15.9 - 16.0 - 15.11 -
21.10 20.5 19.6 21.9 

Ethnic Cauc. 

Background : Negro 

(in %) Other 

37.5 40.0 42.5 42.5 

52.5 52.5 52.5 50.0 

10.0 7.5 5.0 7.5 

7C? = .966 P > .05 

37.5 40.0 42.5 42.5 

52.5 52.5 52.5 50.0 

10.0 7.5 5.0 7.5 

Religious Prot. 

Affiliation: Cath. 

(in %) Other 

67.5 77.5 60.0 65.0 

25.0 20.0 37.5 32.5 

7.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 

= 5.47 P > .05 

67.5 77.5 60.0 65.0 

25.0 20.0 37.5 32.5 

7.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 

Socio- Middle 
Economic : 
Level Low-Middle 

(in %) Lower 

15.0 15.0 22.5 25.0 

45.0 47.5 45.0 47.5 

40.0 37.5 32.5 27.5 

"X2 - 2.77 P > .05 

15.0 15.0 22.5 25.0 

45.0 47.5 45.0 47.5 

40.0 37.5 32.5 27.5 

Residence Urban 
• 
• 

(in %) Rural 

77.5 67.5 65.0 60.0 

22.5 32.5 35.0 40.0 

= 2.96 P > .05 

77.5 67.5 65.0 60.0 

22.5 32.5 35.0 40.0 

1. Based on Parole Agents' reports and occupation of father 
and/or mother. 
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more applicable to prostitution and sexual promiscuity. In 

effect, the study asks whether prostitution and sexual 

promiscuity can be treated more fruitfully as a product of 

certain social conditions or as a symbolic manifestation of 

certain emotions and feelings. 

In order to test how well the two sets of hypotheses 

apply to prostitutes and sexually promiscuous females, at 

least two questions have to be answered. The first question 

asks which set of hypotheses best differentiates prosti

tutes and sexually promiscuous females from non-promiscuous 

females; the second question asks which set of hypotheses 

can best differentiate prostitutes and sexually promiscuous 

females from other delinquents. Therefore, the test scores 

of prostitutes and sexually promiscuous females, on each 

hypothesis, have been evaluated against the test scores of 

non-promiscuous delinquents and non-promiscuous normals. 

Each hypothesis to be tested requires, then, at 

least four comparisons; namely: 

1. Prostitutes vs. Non-Promiscuous Delinquents 

2. Prostitutes vs. Non-Promiscuous Normals 

3. Sexually Promiscuous Females vs. Non-

Promiscuous Delinquents 

4. Sexually Promiscuous Females vs. Non-

Promiscuous Normals. 
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Since four hypotheses are being tested and 

hypotheses 1 and 2 each have two parts, this amounts to six 

hypotheses with four comparisons each or twenty-four 

comparisons in all. 

When it is considered that two separate procedures 

are employed for testing the hypotheses and both the 

symptomatic and symbolic viewpoints lead to distinct sets 

of six hypotheses each, then, essentially ninety-six 

comparisons are being made. A schematic diagram employing 

one area of concern looks somewhat as follows: 

Area I e.g., family) 

Symptomatic 
View 

Symbolic 
View 

Test 
1. 

Test 
2 .  

Test 
1. 

Test 
2 .  

(PR) vs (NPD) (PR) vs (NPN) (SPP) vs (NPD) (SPP) vs (NPN) 

Experimental Procedure 

Two test procedures were employed for evaluating the 

hypotheses desired from the different theoretical view

points. One procedure is based on the factor-analytic work 
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of Osgood, Suci, and Tannenbaura (22) and utilizes the 

semantic differential scales to test the meaning of certain 

concepts. The other procedure is based on the Thematic 

Apperception Test and the recent findings reviewed by 

Murstein (21) and utilizes four modified TAT type pictures. t 

Semantic Differential 

Fifteen concepts, deemed applicable to the 

hypotheses, were chosen and evaluated against a sixteen-

scale form of the semantic differential which contained 

four of the orthogonal factors listed by Osgood, et al. 

(22). For descriptive purposes the concepts can be broken 

down into three categories, namely: 

Family-Peer Concepts. My mother; my father; my 

friends; my enemies; me, as seen by my mother; me, as seen 

by my father. 

Sexual Concepts. Sexual relations - before marriage 

(personal viewpoint); sexual relations - before marriage 

(mother's viewpoint); sexual relations - before marriage 

(father's viewpoint); sexual relations - before marriage 

(friend's viewpoint); sin; prostitution. 

Self Concepts. My least liked self; my actual self; 

my ideal self. 

The scales were selected to represent four of the 

orthogonal factors that were found to enter into the meaning 

of concepts. These were: 1) The evaluation factor, 2) the 
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potency factor, 3) the activity factor, and 4) the stability 

factor. The scales representing each of these factors are 

given below. 

1. Evaluative factor: good-bad: valuable-worthless. 

beautiful-ugly, right-wrong, selfish-unselfish. 

clean-dirty, pleasurable-painful. approving-

disapproving, and healthy-sick. 

2. Potency factor: strong-weak, brave-cowardly. 

and masculine-feminine. 

Activity factor: active-passive and impulsive-

deliberate. 

4. Stability factor: stable-changeable and sane-

insane. 

The scores ranging from +3 to -3 were chosen to 

depict the seven scale positions, with the plus sign being 

assigned to the good, strong, active and stable poles and 

the minus sign being assigned to the bad, weak, passive, and 

changeable poles. The "0" rating was assigned the meaning 

of "neither one or the other" or "both one and the other in 

equal intensity." 

Each concept was denoted on a separate sheet of 

paper (form IX of Osgood - see Appendix A) and the subjects 

were asked to rate each concept against the sixteen scales 

listed on the same sheet. The test was given in group form 

and the same instructions were read to each group tested 
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(Appendix A). The test generated a persons X concepts X 

scales cube of data and group medians were utilized for 

statistical evaluations. 

Thematic Test 

The modified TAT type pictures (Appendix B) were 

created for the specific hypotheses in question and were 

intended to be highly structured regarding the physical 

properties of the stimulus and fairly ambiguous regarding 

the meaning of the depicted situation. According to 

Murstein (21), this produces a sensitivity to direct 

content representation of the drives and feelings in 

question even if they are felt to be socially unacceptable. 

Several other suggestions from Murstein's book were 

utilized in the construction of the pictures, namely: the 

pictures were drawn as convenient symbolizations of the 

various facets of the hypotheses in question; the interest 

value of the pictures were made as high as possible; basic 

interpersonal relationships such as family, friends, and 

heterosexual sexual associations were depicted; and the 

pictures were drawn with neither a sharpness sufficient to 

simulate reality nor with a vagueness sufficient to make 

identification of the content uncertain. 

Each picture was intended to extract certain 

information which was needed to test the hypotheses in 

question. The names given to the pictures and the 
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information they were intended to uncover are given below. 

1. The Trips intended to gather information 

regarding the relative strengths of peer vs. family attach

ment. Or, put in another way, peer status vs. family 

status. 

2. The Picnic: intended to gather information 

regarding the internal controls on sexual desires, .and the 

role played by the family and peer group in the expression 

of sexual desires. 

3. Family Encounter: intended to gather informa

tion about the feelings and attitude the family has toward 

the subject and visa versa. 

4. The Pregnancy: intended to gather information 

about feelings of guilt or lack of them in relation to pre

marital sexual affairs. 

After the pictures were drawn, they were photo

graphed and made into slides. The slides were projected 

on a screen one at a time and the groups viewing the slides 

were instructed to write a story about them which included 

the following information, at least: the identification of 

the individuals portrayed in the picture and their relation

ship to each other; what event or occurrence was being 

depicted or represented by the picture; what the individuals 

in the picture seemed to be thinking about and what feelings 

or emotions they were having; some indication of the 
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intensity of their feelings and emotions; and what the out

come was going to be or what ending the story was to have. 

The subjects were given a five-minute period to 

write their stories because, according to Murstein (21), 

group protocols with a five-minute limit are most similar 

to individual protocols. The responses (Appendix B) to the 

pictures were rated by four psychologists, specifically for 

each picture. The scale utilized for each picture is given 

below. 

The Picnic: (rated in terms of sexual permissiveness or 

sexual restrictiveness) 

very slightly neither slightly very 
permissive permissive or both restrictive restrictive 

Family Encounter: (rated in terms of family acceptance or 

rejection) 

very slightly neither slightly very 
accepting accepting or both rejecting rejecting 

Family Encounter: (rated in terms of affection or hostility 

toward the family) 

very slightly neither slightly very 
affectionate affectionate or both hostile hostile 

The Pregnancy: (rated in terms of pride or guilt regarding 

pregnancy) 

very slightly neither slightly very 
proud proud or both guilty guilty 

Only the picture labeled "The Trip" was not 

included in the ratings because the only determination made 
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was in regard to the central figure moving toward the 

family figures or toward the teenage figures. 

The reliability of the ratings was determined from 

a total of forty-eight stories (out of a possible 160) 

given to each of four raters. Each rater was given the 

same instructions (Appendix B) for each of the pictures. 

Reliability was estimated by the method of intraclass 

correlation (14). The results are given in Table 2. 

Since the assumption of normality cannot be 

substantiated for either the semantic differential data or 

the thematic data, non-parametric procedures were employed 

in testing the hypotheses. For testing hypotheses within 

groups the sign test was chosen and for testing hypotheses 

between groups, the median test was utilized. The latter 

was chosen over the Mann-Whitney 'U' test because of the 

numerous ties involved in the ratings. 
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Table 2. Reliability Ratings of the Thematic Protocols 

Picture 
Source of 
Variance V 4̂4 

The Picnic persons 

remainder 

3.02 

0.61 

0.85 

Family Encounter 

(Affection-Hostility) 

persons 4.95 0.87 

remainder 0.61 

Family Encounter 

(Accept ance-Re j ect ion) 

persons 

remainder 

7.25 

0.99 

0.85 

The Pregnancy persons 

remainder 

4.19 

0.70 

0.83 

Combined Total persons 

remainder 

5.69 

0.54 

0.91 

Y44 is the reliability for mean ratings from four raters. 



TRANSLATION OP HYPOTHESES INTO 
TEST PROCEDURE AND RESULTS 

Symptomatic Viewpoint 

Hypothesis la 

PR, SPF and NPD should be more attached to and 

value their peer group more than their parents, while the 

opposite should be true for NPN. 

In group comparisons, PR, SPF and NPD should dis

play a greater attachment to their peer group than NPN 

while .NPN should display a greater attachment to their 

parents than PR, SPF, or NPD. 

Translation Into Test Procedure 

Semantic Differential. "More attached to and value 

more" was translated into "a more positive (favorable) 

rating of." The concepts "My Mother" and "My Father" were 

used to represent "parents" and the concept of "My Friends" 

was used to represent "peer group." The positive ratings 

were assigned to the poles, good, valuable ... approving 

on the Evaluative factor and the negative ratings were 

assigned to the bad, worthless ... disapproving poles. 

Thus the predictions, from hypothesis la were as 

follows: 

41 
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1. PR, SPF and NPD should rate the concept "My 

Friends" significantly more positive than the concepts "My 

Father" or "My Mother" while the opposite should be true 

for NPN. 

2. PR, SPF, and NPD should rate the concept "My 

Friends" significantly more positive than should NPN, while 

NPN should rate the concepts, "My Mother" and "My Father" 

significantly more positive than should PR, SPF or NPD. 

Utilizing the sign test, prediction #1 can be 

tested against the Null Hypothesis. P = 0.5 for the 

expected ratio and a one-tailed test is involved. Thus, it 

is expected that within any one group half the members 

should rate "My Friends" more favorably than "My Mother" or 

"My Father" and half should rate it less favorably. 

In the results presented below, a + sign indicates 

a more favorable rating of "My Friends" and a - sign 

indicates a less favorable rating. 

Result^; 

PR Group 

My Friends vs My Mother 

Expected Observed 

+20 + 8 

-20 -32 

y? = 14.4 , P = < .001 
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Thus, the Null hypothesis is rejected but the. results are 

directly opposite to those predicted from Hypothesis la. 

Mv Friends vs My Father 

Expected Observed 

+20 +18 

-20 -22 

y} = .40 , P = > .30 

The Null hypothesis is not rejected and the prediction is 

not substantiated. In fact, the trend is in a direction 

opposite to that predicted. 

. SPF Group 

My Friends vs My Mother 

Expected Observed 

+20 +13 

-20 -27 

X2 = 4.90 , P = < .02 

The Null hypothesis is rejected but the results are 

directly opposite to that predicted from Hypothesis la. 

My Friends vs My Father 

Expected Observed 

+20 +15 

-20 -25 

^ = 2.5 , P = > .06 

The Null hypothesis is retained and Hypothesis la is not 

substantiated regarding prediction #1. The trend in fact 

is in a direction opposite to that predicted. 
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NPD Group 

Mv Friends vs My Mother 

Expected Observed Yate's correc
tion for 

+20 + 5 continuity 
applied 

-20 -35 

9t2 = 13.7 , P =< .001 

The Null hypothesis is rejected but the results are 

directly opposite to that predicted. 

My Friends vs My Father 

Expected Observed 

+20 +16 

-20 -24 

-y} = 1.60 , P = < .10 

Null hypothesis retained; prediction #1 from Hypothesis la 

not substantiated and trend is in opposite direction from 

prediction. 

NPN Group 

My Friends vs My Mother 

Expected Observed 

+20 +14 

-20 -26 

-y} = 3.60 P = .03 

Null hypothesis rejected: prediction #1 from Hypothesis la 

is substantiated. 
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Mv Friends vs My Father 

Expected Observed 

+20 +19 

-20 -21 

. X2 = • 10 , P = > . 50 

Null hypothesis retained; prediction #1 from Hypothesis la 

is not substantiated. 

A summary of the results in regard to prediction #1 

from Hypothesis la can be found in Table 3. 

Table 3. Semantic Differential Test Results of Prediction 
#1 from Hypothesis la (in Chi-Square values) 

Concepts PR SPF NPD NPN 

My Mother 14.4 ** 
vs rr-

4.9 * 13.7 ** 3.6 * 

My Friends 

My Father .40 
vs 

My Friends 

2.5 1.6 .10 

; Results in opposite direction from prediction 

Results in direction predicted 

** P <.01 * P < .05 

Thematic Test. 

Picture 1, "The Trip," (see Appendix B) is intended 

to symbolize the conflict, if any, of choosing between the 
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parents and the peer group and is intended to uncover the 

relative strength of the subject's relationship to them. 

By representing the "parents" and the "peer group" at 

opposite ends of a bridge with a teenage girl in the 

middle, the choice of which direction to "move the figure" 

is left up to the subjects. 

Movement in the direction of the "parents" is taken 

to represent a greater attachment to the parents while 

movement in the direction of the peer group is taken to 

represent a greater attachment to the peer group. Thus the 

prediction from Hypothesis la becomes: PR, SPF, and NPD 

will give significantly more frequent themes of movement 

toward the peer group, while NPN will show the opposite 

trend. 

Testing against the Null hypothesis by the use of 

Chi-square, it is expected that within any one group half 

of the subjects will give themes of movement toward the 

parents and half will give themes of movement toward the 

peer group. 

Results: 

The majority of subjects in every group gave themes 

other than movement toward the parental figures or movement 

toward the peer figures. Designating these themes as "non-

movement" responses, the following breakdown was founds PR, 

17 movement and 19 nonmovement responses; SPF, 7 movement 
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and 31 nonmovement responses; NPD, 6 movement and 34 non-

movement responses; NPN, 11 movement and 29 nonmovement 

responses. 

If it is assumed that a movement or nonmovement 

response is equally likely, then only the results of the 

PR group fall within chance expectancy. The results-for 

the other three groups show significant deviations from 

chance expectancy (.01 level) with the nonmovement responses 

surpassing the movement responses. When an overall test of 

significance is made for inter-group differences, one finds 

that the chi-square value fails to reach the .05 level of 

confidence. (See Table 4.) 

The above state of affairs is open to several 

interpretations each of which has a bearing on the 

acceptance or rejection of Hypothesis la. The crucial 

element in making any interpretation is the meaning one 

wishes to attach to the nonmovement responses. These 

responses could be taken as indications of the failure of 

Picture 1 to draw out the differential feelings toward the 

parent and peer figures. They could also suggest that the 

subjects have equally strong attachments to their parents 

and peer groups or that the responses symbolize an internal 

conflict in choosing between the parents and peer groups. 

Still another interpretation could be made that the non-

movement responses are the result of several factors 
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including the ones suggested. 

Since there is no definite way of deciding which 

meaning best fits the nonmovement responses, the last 

(several factors) interpretation appears to be the safest 

bet. Combining this interpretation with the fact that no 

significant differences were found in the frequency of 

movement toward the peer or parental figures in any of the 

groups except NPD (although in a direction opposite from 

the prediction), one is led to the conclusion that 

Hypothesis la is not substantiated. 

Semantic Differential vs. Thematic Test., 

Both test procedures indicate that the results 

obtained regarding the relative attachment that PR, SPF and 

NPD have to their families and peer groups, do not substan

tiate prediction 1 of Hypothesis la generated by the 

symptomatic viewpoint of prostitution and sexual promis

cuity. The Semantic Differential, in fact, indicates the 

results are directly opposite that predicted by the 

symptomatic vievpoint. 

The two test procedures disagree, somewhat, regard

ing NPN. The Semantic Differential indicates that the 

results bear out prediction 1 of Hypothesis la in regard to 

the relatively more positive rating of "My Mother" than "My 

Friends" but not in regard to the rating of "My Father." 

The Thematic Test finds no difference in regard to the 
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Table 4. Thematic Test Results of Prediction #1 from 
Hypothesis la (Inter-group Comparison). 

PR SPF NPD NPN 

Nonmovement 

responses 19 31 34 29 

"Toward Parent" 

responses 8 4 6 7 

"Toward Peer" 

responses 9 3 0 4 

= 12.43, p > .05 level of confidence. 
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relative strength of attachment to parents as opposed to 

peers. 

In general, then, it can be said that prediction 1 

of Hypothesis la generated by this symptomatic viewpoint is 

not substantiated and thus the hypothesis as a whole does 

not hold or is not valid, i.e., based on factual evidence. 

Since prediction 2 involves intergroup comparisons, 

the "median" test can be utilized. Any two groups being 

compared can be dichotomized along a combined median and 

the frequency of scores falling above or below this median 

can be tested against the Null hypothesis. Since the 

direction of group differences is stipulated, a one tailed 

evaluation is in order. 

Results; 

The results obtained in comparing the NPN rating of 

"My Friends" with that of PR, SPF and NPD is given in Table 

5. It can be seen that none of the Chi-square values 

attains an .05 level of confidence and the Null hypothesis 

is therefore retained in every case. 

The conclusion one must draw here is similar to the 

conclusion drawn for prediction 1 of Hypothesis la? namely:. 

The results do not substantiate Hypothesis la which has 

been derived from the symptomatic viewpoint of prostitution 
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Table 5. Semantic Differential Test Results of Prediction 
2 from Hypothesis la (Rating of the Concept, 
"My Friends") 

PR SPP NPD 

above below above below above below 

18 22 16 24 18 22 

NPN 22 18 24 16 23 17 

X2 0.80 2.20 1.25 

Confidence Level P > .20 P > .06 P > .10 
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and sexual promiscuity. This can be extended even to 

include the general area of juvenile delinquency. 

Hypothesis lb 

The sexual values of PR and SPF should be more 

closely aligned to their peer group's sexual values than 

their parent's sexual values. NPN and NPD should show a 

closer alignment to the sexual values of their parents 

than their, peers. 

Translation Into Test Procedure 

Semantic Differential. "The sexual values of" will 

be translated into "the rating of the concept, 'Sexual 

Relations - Before Marriage.'" Thus, the sexual values of 

PR, SPF, NPD and NPN will be determined by their rating of 

the above concept, over all four factors, from their own 

viewpoint. The sexual values of the groups' mothers, 

fathers and peers cannot be directly determined but will be 

taken from the standpoint of how the groups perceive the 

sexual values of these individuals. 

"More closely aligned" will be translated into 

"more similar in meaning to." The statistic D, as utilized 

by Osgood (22), will be used to determine the similarity in 

meaning between any two concepts rated by the groups, 

because it takes in all the factors or semantic dimensions 

at one time. The formula given for D is as follows: 
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Dil = \ ? dil2 .... where Dil is 

the linear distance between points in the semantic space 

representing concepts i and 1; dil is the algebraic 

difference between the coordinates of i and 1 on the same 

dimension or factor j; and ? is the summation over all 

K dimensions. 

Thus, hypothesis lb now reads as follows: For PR 

and SPF, the D value between their ratings of the concepts, 

"Sexual Relations - Before Marriage" (personal view) and 

"Sexual Relations - Before Marriage" (friend's view) should 

be significantly smaller than the D value between their 

ratings of the concepts "Sexual Relations - Before 

Marriage" (personal view) and "Sexual Relations - Before 

Marriage" (mother's view) or "Sexual Relations - Before 

Marriage" (father's view). The opposite should be true for 

NPD and NPN. 

Once individual D values are determined for the 

group's members, the median D values can be utilized in the 

"Median test." Since the direction of differences have been 

stipulated a one-tailed Chi-square test is in order. 
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For PR Group 

Sexual Relations - Before Marriage 

D(personal-friends) vs D(personal-mother) 

Above Below 
Median Median 

D personal-friends 13 27 

D personal-mother 27 13 

9(? = 9,40 , P < .001 

The Null hypothesis of "no difference" is rejected and 

Hypothesis lb from the symptomatic viewpoint is substanti

ated. 

D(personal-friends) vs D(personal-father) 

Above Below 
Median Median 

D personal-friends 15 25 

D personal-father 29 11 

-X? = 9.89 , P < .001 

The Null hypothesis is rejected and Hypothesis lb from the 

symptomatic viewpoint is accepted. 
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For SPF Group 

Sexual Relations - Before Marriage 

D(personal-friends) vs D(personal-mother) 

Above Below 
Median Median 

D personal-friends 10 30 

D personal-mother 23 17 

= 8.71 , P < .001 

The Null hypothesis is rejected and Hypothesis lb from the 

symptomatic viewpoint is accepted. 

D(personal-friends) vs D(personal-father) 

Above Below 
Median Median 

D personal-friends 14 26 

D personal-father 25 15 

~)U = 6.05 , P < .01 

The Null hypothesis is rejected and Hypothesis lb from the 

symptomatic viewpoint is accepted. 

For NPD Group 

Sexual Relations - Before Marriage 

D(personal-friends) vs D(personal-mother) 

Above Below 
Median Median 

D personal-friends 14 26 

D personal-mother 26 14 

*)£ = 7.20 , P < .001 



56 

The Null hypothesis is rejected but the results are 

exactly opposite to that specified by Hypothesis lb from 

the symptomatic viewpoint. 

D(personal-friends) vs D(personal-father) 

Above Below 
Median Median 

D personal-friends 15 25 

D personal-father 26 14 

9C = 6.05 , P < .01 

The Null hypothesis is rejected but the results are 

exactly opposite to that predicted by Hypothesis lb from 

the symptomatic viewpoint. 

For NPN Group 

Sexual Relations - Before Marriage 

D(personal-friends) vs D(personal-mother) 

Above Below 
Median Median 

D personal-friends 15 25 

D personal-mother 22 18 

2? = 2.46 , P > .06 

Null hypothesis is accepted; Hypothesis lb from the 

symptomatic viewpoint is not substantiated and, in fact, 

the trend is in the opposite direction from that predicted. 
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D(personal-friends) vs D(personal-father) 

Above Below 
Median Median 

D personal-friends 20 20 

D personal-father 19 21 

-X = .05 , P > .70 

Mull hypothesis is accepted; Hypothesis lb from the 

symptomatic vievjpoint is not substantiated. 

A summary of the above results are shown in Table 

6. It can readily be seen that Hypothesis lb holds true 

for PR and SPF, but not for NPD and NPN. In other words, 

the results show that the symptomatic viewpoint of prostitu 

tion and sexual promiscuity does not really lead one to 

distinguish these groups from delinquents in general or 

even from normal teenagers in regard to their sexual value 

system. 

Thematic Test, Picture 2, labeled "The Picnic" 

(see Appendix B) was specifically designed to test 

Hypothesis lb. The "peer group" is represented by a young 

couple and the "parents" by an older couple. The back

ground suggests a picnic, camping or isolated wooded area 

where the young couple have a chance to be alone. Thus the 

young couple also symbolizes the sexually expressive forces 

of the subjects and the older couple represents the 

sexually inhibitory forces; or in different terms, the 
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Table 6. Semantic Differential Test Results of Hypothesis 
lb From the Symptomatic Viewpoint (in Chi-Square 
Values) 

PR SPF NPD NPN 

D personal-friends 9.40 ** 8.71 ** 7.20 ** 2.46 
VS ^ ^ 

D personal-mother 

6.05 ** 6.05 ** 0.05 

** P <.01 

^ Results are in direction predicted 

Results are in the opposite direction to predic
tion 

D personal-friends 9.89 ** 
vs >. 

D personal-father 
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young couple represents peer group permissiveness and the 

older couple, parental restrictiveness. Thus, the amount of 

sexual license granted to the young couple in the picture 

is assumed to reflect the degree to which the subjects 

identify with peer group permissiveness or parental 

restrictiveness. In other words, the statement "more 

closely aligned to" which is used in Hypothesis lb will be 

translated into "the sexually permissive or sexually 

restrictive behavior of the young couple." 

Hypothesis lb will now read: PR and SPF will 

impart more sexual permissiveness to the young couple in the 

picture than NPD or NPN. 

Using the five point scale of sexual behavior 

referred to earlier, each member of each group was rated 

and group medians were determined regarding the degree of 

permissive or restrictive behavior in the stories. The 

"median test" was employed and a one-tailed Chi-square 

test of significance was applied. 

Results: 

Utilizing the scale ranging from +3 for "very 

permissive" sexual behavior to -3 for "very restrictive" 

sexual behavior, the following median values were obtained 

for,the groups: PR, 0.10; SPF, 0.05; NPD, 0.11; and NPN, 

-0.01. Since PR obtained a larger median value than SPF, 

and NPN obtained a smaller median value than NPD, it was 
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decided to compare PR with NPN. If these differences are 

not significant, than none of the others are either. The 

following was obtained: 

Above Below 
Median Median 

PR 16 19 o, (5 S's gave no response) 

NPN 15 25 

X = .545, P ̂  .20 

The Null hypothesis is accepted and Hypothesis lb derived 

from the symptomatic viewpoint is not substantiated. 

Semantic Differential vs. Thematic Test. 

The results from both test procedures indicate that 

PR and SPF cannot be distinguished from NPD and NPN on the 

basis of how closely the sexual value system of each group 

resembles the sexual value system of the group 1s peers or 

the group's parents - as they perceive it. Since Hypothesis 

lb, derived from the socio-psychological theory of prostitu

tion and sexual promiscuity which follows the symptomatic 

viewpoint, specifies that the distinctions should exist, the 

hypothesis cannot be accepted as it is. 

The Semantic Differential test results also 

indicate, as Table 6 shows, that while the sexual value 

system of PR, SPF and NPD is significantly closer to that 

of their peers than their parents, the difference between 

the peer's and parent's sexual value system when compared 
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to that of NPN can be explained on a purely chance basis. 

The above results lead one to ask two further 

questions: 

1. Are the sexual value systems of the parents 

significantly more negative, i.e., more toward the bad, 

worthless ... disapproving poles, than that of the peer 

group, for all the groups? 

2. Does any real difference exist among the 

groups in regard to how they perceive their.peer value 

system and their parents 1 sexual value system? 

In regard to the first question, the median scores 

on the Evaluative dimension were utilized in comparing the 

ratings of the concepts "Sexual Relations - Before 

Marriage" (friends view), "Sexual Relations - Before 

Marriage" (mother's view), and "Sexual Relations - Before 

Marriage" (father's view). The median ratings for each 

group are shown in Table 7 and the Chi-square values for 

the comparisons are shown in Table 8. 

As Table 7 indicates the parent's sexual value 

system is perceived as more negative than that of the peers 

for all groups, which is what the symptomatic viewpoint 

leads one to expect. As Table 8 indicates, the differences 

are significant for all the comparisons except for peer 

group vs. father rating in the NPD group. 
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Table 7. Evaluative Dimension Median Values for the 
Concept "Sexual Relations - Before Marriage." 

PR . SPP NPD NPN 

Peer View 9.40 8.20 3,50 - 1.95 

Mother's View - 7.50 -15.00 -13.75 -17.50 

Father's View - 1.87 - 5.00 - 0.60 - 8.75 

Table 8. Comparison of Peer and Parental Sexual Value 
Systems (in Chi-square values). 

PR SPF NPD NPN 

Peers vs. Mother 20.00 ** 16.20 ** 10.01 ** 12 .91 ** 

Peers vs. Father 15.42 ** 4.06 * 1.82 6 .05 ** 

* P < .05 level of confidence 

** P <.01 level of confidence 
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Therefore, the inability of the symptomatic view

point to distinguish between PR, SPF, NPD and NPN in regard 

to how close each group's sexual value system is to their 

peer group's or their parent's, is not due to a lack of 

significant difference between the parental and peer group 

viewpoints in any one group. 

This leads to the second question which asks if the 

groups can be distinguished in regard, to how negatively or 

positively they perceive their peer group's or parent's 

outlook toward sexual relations before marriage. In order 

to answer this question an overall Chi-square evaluation 

was done between groups for the peer's view, the mother's 

view and the father's view of sexual relations before 

marriage. The groups differed significantly in regard to 

the peer's viewpoint, CX?, 14.90; P < .001), but did not 

differ significantly in regard to the mother's or father's 

viewpoints. When specific comparisons were made in 

reference to the peer viewpoint, NPN were found to differ 

significantly from both PR and SPP at the .01 level of 

confidence, but NPD did not differ significantly from 

either of the groups. 

When the results in respect to Hypothesis lb are 

considered together with the above results, one is forced 

to the conclusion that PR and SPF cannot be distinguished 

from NPD on the basis of identification with the sexual 
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value system of their peers, the degree of difference 

between the sexual value system of their parents or peer 

groups, or the degree to which their peer groups are 

perceived to favor sexual relations before marriage. On 

the other hand, NPN can be distinguished from PR and SPF on 

the basis of the fact that PR and SPF perceive their peer 

groups as more favorably disposed toward pre-marital sex 

relations than NPN perceives its peer group. This can also 

be coupled with the fact that PR and SPF more closely 

identify with the sexual values of their peer group than 

that of their parents while NPN fail to favor one or the 

other of the sexual value systems. 

Thus, prostitution and sexual promiscuity are not a 

direct product of the sexual value system which is learned 

from the peer group just as non-promiscuity is not merely a 

direct product of the parental value system which is opposed 

to the peer value system. If prostitution and sexual 

promiscuity are symptoms of given conditions and forces, 

then the conditions and forces are not as clear or as well 

defined as the current theories propose. 

A further exploration of the role of the sexual 

values in prostitution and sexual promiscuity, as pictured 

by the symptomatic viewpoint, can be undertaken by proceed

ing to the second hypothesis. 
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Hypothesis 2 

Hypothesis 2a: Prostitutes (PR) and Sexually 

Promiscuous Females (SPF) should be relatively more free 

from (less influenced by) the moral judgment society places 

on pre-marital sexual behavior than Non-Promiscuous 

Delinquents (NPD) or Non-Promiscuous Normals (NPN). 

Hypothesis 2b: PR and SPF should feel less guilty 

about pre-marital sexual behavior than NPN and NPD. 

Translation Into Test Procedure 

Semantic Differential. "Moral judgment" will 

be translated into the meaning given to the concept "Sin" 

over all factors or dimensions of the differential scales. 

"Relatively more free from" will be translated into "less 

congruent to." The "degree of guilt" will be operationally 

defined as the "degree of congruence to the concept 'Sin'". 

The rating of the concepts "Sexual Relations - Before 

Marriage (personal view), and "Prostitution" will be used 

to determine how the various groups feel about pre-marital 

sexual behavior and the use of sex for money. 

Thus Hypothesis 2 now becomes: (a) PR and SPF 

should rate the concept "Sexual Relations - Before 

Marriage" as less congruent to the concept "Sin" than 

either NPD or NPN. 
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(b) As well as rating "Sexual Relations - Before 

Marriage" (personal view) as less congruent to the concept 

"Sin" than NPD or NPN, PR and SPF should also rate the 

concept "Prostitution" as less congruent to the concept 

"Sin" than NPD or NPN. " * 

The degree of congruence between concepts will be 

determined by the statistic "D" and tested for significance 

by the "Median test." Since the direction of differences 

are specified, a one tailed test is in order. 

Results: 

The median D values between the concepts "Sexual 

Relations - Before Marriage" (personal view) and "Sin" 

are as follows for the four groups: PR, 20.83; SPF, 

17.83; NPD, 18.67; and NPN, 9.00. Since the smaller the 

D value the more the degree of congruence between concepts, 

it can be immediately seen that there is more congruence 

between the two concepts for NPN than for any other 

group. The differences between the D's for PR and NPN, 

and SPF and NPN are both significant at the .001 level 

of confidence while the comparisons between NPD and PR 

or NPD and SPF show no significant differences. Table 9 

shows the various comparisons and the Chi-square values for 

each comparison. In effect, the results only partially 

bear out Hypothesis 2a but indicate, once again, that the 
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symptomatic viewpoint falsely assumes that the sexual value 

system produces sexual acting out. A sexual value system 

divergent from the norms is certainly not a sufficient 

condition for promiscuous behavior. However, perhaps it is 

a necessary condition. 

Table 9. Xntergroup Comparisons of the Difference in "D" 
Values Between the Concepts "Sin" and "Sexual 
Relations - Before Marriage" (personal view). 
(In Chi-square values) 

PR SPF 

NPD 0.20 0.05 

NPN 16.70 ** 12.80 ** 

** P < .01 level of confidence 

predicted direction 

Results; 

The median D values between the concepts 

"Prostitution" and "Sin" are as follows for the four 

groups: PR, 15.33; SPF, 13.67? NPD, 10.33? and NPN, 

8.55. Just as in the previous comparison, NPN gives the 

lowest median D value. However, it is also noticeable that 

every group rates "Prostitution" as more congruent in 

meaning to "Sin" than the concept "Sexual Relations -

Before Marriage" (personal view). The largest shift occurs 
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in the NPD group who showed a D value of 18.67 between the 

previous two concepts and now shows a D value of 10.33. 

Once again the differences between NPN and the two 

groups PR and SPF are highly significant. Unlike the 

findings of Hypothesis 2a, however, NPD differs signifi

cantly from PR but not from SPF. The results are presented 

in Table 10. 

Table 10. Intergroup Comparisons of the Difference in D 
Values Between the Concepts "Sin" and 
"Prostitution" (in Chi-square values) 

NPD 

PR SPF 

NPD 3.21 * 1.25 

NPN 16.71 ** 7.26 ** 

>- >- • 

* P < .05 level of confidence 
** P < .01 level of confidence 
^ predicted direction 

When the results, relating to Hypothesis 2a and 2b 
r » 

are combined, they indicate that PR and SPF are, indeed, 

less influenced by the moral judgment society places on 

pre-marital sexual relations than is normally found in 

society. As a result, PR and SPF feel less guilty about 

their behavior than non promiscuous-non delinquent groups. 

Thus, the symptomatic viewpoint of prostitution and sexual 
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promiscuity - based on the semantic differential results -

is reinforced to this extent. 

When, the results for other non-promiscuous 

delinquents are brought in, however, it appears that the 

symptomatic viewpoint doesn't fare so well. One might 

conclude that the symptomatic viewpoint presented is 

applicable to delinquency in general but does not 

differentiate well between the subgroups. This is, per

haps, saying that the conditions and forces pointed out by 

the symptomatic viewpoint are important factors in anti

social behavior but do not answer the question of why 

particular groups act out in specified ways. 

Thematic Test. Picture 4, labeled The Pregnancy 

(see Appendix B) was specifically designed for Hypothesis 

2. The pregnant girl can easily represent the results of 

pre-marital sexual conduct and the minister or priest 

figure is designed to tap feelings of guilt, if any are 

present in the subjects. The degree of guilt projected to 

the pregnant figure is assumed to be a product of the 

degree of guilt contained in the subjects and the resist

ances they have against exposing their guilt feelings to 

others. Since the studies reviewed by Murstein (21) point 

out that high guilt subjects frequently avoid the stimulus 

pull of the thematic cards when the picture is highly 
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relevant to an unacceptable drive but low guilt subjects 

do not, this factor was considered in rating the subjects' 

guilt (Appendix B). 

The stories given were rated on a five-point scale, 

as previously indicated (page 39), ranging from "very 

guilty" to "very proud." In general, "guilty" ratings were 

given to stories where direct expressions of remorse, shame 

or confessions of sin could be detected or where the 

stimulus pull of the card was avoided. "Proud" ratings 

were given to stories where the pregnant figure was 

depicted as being married and consulting with the religious 

figure for family planning. 

Thus, Hypothesis 2a and b can be translated as 

follows: PR and SPF should produce stories in which the 

degree of guilt is significantly less than in the stories 

of NPD or NPN. 

To test this hypothesis, the median ratings of 

each group were used and the differences were tested for 

significance by the "median test." Since the direction of 

differences expected has been specified, a one-tailed Chi-

square test of significance is in order. 

Results: 

Using the values of -2 and -1 to designate "very 

guilty" and "slightly guilty" respectively, and +2 and +1 

to designate "very proud" and "slightly proud" respectively, 
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the following median values were obtained for the groups: 

PR, 0.00; SPF, -0.10? NPD, -0.15? and NPN, -0.50. It can 

readily be seen that NPN show the greatest degree of guilt 

and PR the least, with NPD and SPF falling in between. 

When the differences were tested for significance, 

it was found that only that between PR and NPN reached the 

necessary level of confidence to be labeled significant. 

The other differences could be accounted for on the basis 

of chance alone. The difference between SPF and NPN 

reached the .06 level of confidence while the other 

differences reached only to the .60 level. The results 

are shown in Table 11. 

Table 11. Intergroup Comparisons of the Thematic Test 
Results of Hypothesis 2, Derived from the 
Symptomatic Viewpoint. (in Chi-square values) 

NPD 

PR SPF 

NPD 0.86 .003 

NPN 3.83 * 2.24 

- - >• 

* P <.05 level of confidence 
•»- predicted direction 
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Semantic Differential vs. Thematic Test. 

Both test procedures agree on one fact, namely: 

that prostitutes are less influenced by the moral judgment 

society places on pre-marital sexual behavior than are 

normal females in society, and hence are less guilty about 

their sexual activities, including prostitution. The 

Semantic Differential results indicate that the same fact 

applies to sexually promiscuous females that applies to 

prostitutes but the Thematic Test fails to affirm this 

fact, although one must state that the Thematic Test 

results show a decided trend toward this fact. 

When it comes to the comparison of delinquents who 

act-out sexually and those who do not, the evidence is in 

the direction of no difference regarding their feelings of 

guilt. In fact, the only difference that shows up is in 

regard to how prostitutes feel about prostitution and how 

non-promiscuous delinquents feel about prostitution. 

The interpretation of this finding is not clear, 

as yet, and perhaps the data that bears on the remaining 

hypotheses can help clarify the implications. 

Hypothesis 3 

PR and SPF should enjoy sexual relations as much 

as or more than - be no more frigid than - NPN or NPD. 
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Translation Into Test Procedure 

Semantic Differential. "Enjoyment of sexual 

relations" will be translated into the rating of "Sexual 

Relations - Before Marriage" (personal view) on two of the 

evaluative scales, namely; beautiful-ugly and pleasurable-

painful. 

The combined median rating of the two scales will 

be used as an index of "sexual enjoyment." The "median 

test" will be employed in evaluating the differences 

between the groups and a one-tailed Chi-square test of 

significance will be used since the specification calls for 

comparison in one direction. 

Results; 

The combined median ratings of the two scales 

employed show the following comparisons between the groups: 

PR, 1.90; SPF, 1.64; NPD, 1.80; and NPN, -0.50. Since a 

higher number is indicative of "more enjoyment," it can be 

seen that prostitutes claim to enjoy their sexual 

experiences the most and the normal group claims to enjoy 

sexual relations the least. In terms of the scale 

positions a +3 rating would indicate "very enjoyable" and a 

-3 rating would indicate "very unenjoyable." Thus, PR, NPD 

and SPF have indicated that they enjoy sexual relations 

only slightly while NPN indicate they feel sexual relations 

is toward the slightly unenjoyable side. 
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The differences between the NPN rating and the 

ratings of PR and SPF are significant at the .001 level of 

confidence while the differences between NPD and both the 

PR and SPF groups are not significant. The differences 

are all in the predicted direction and, hence, Hypothesis 3 

from the symptomatic viewpoint is confirmed. The compari

sons are shown in Table 12. 

Table 12. Intergroup Comparisons of Semantic Differential 
Results of Hypothesis 3 (in Chi-sguare values) 

NPD 

PR SPF 

NPD 0.21 0.50 
>. 

NPN 9.00 ** 8.97 ** 

>_ ' 3>- ' 

** P < .01 level of confidence 
predicted direction 

Hypothesis 4 

The self-concept or feeling of self-esteem for PR 

and SPF should be no worse than that for NPD or NPN. 

Translation Into Test Procedure 

Semantic Differential. The rating of the self 

concept or the degree of self-esteem will be taken from a 

comparison of the ratings of three concepts; namely: "My 
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Ideal Self," "My Actual Self" (AS) and "My Least Liked 

Self" (LLS) over all four dimensions or factors. 

As suggested by Osgood (22), a ratio has been set 

up between the various meaning distances, D, among the 

three concepts employed. The ratio is as follows: 

iWis/dlls-is 

In effect, this ratio depicts to what degree the 

similarity between one's actual self and ideal self is to 

the isimilarity between one's least liked self and one's 

ideal self. As one's actual self approaches one's ideal 

self, the ratio becomes smaller; or the farther apart 

one's least liked self becomes to one's ideal self, the 

smaller the ratio. In essence, then, the smaller the 

ratio the better the self-concept. When one's actual self 

and ideal self are identical then the ratio becomes 0. 

When one's least liked self and one's ideal self are 

identical, then the ratio approaches infinity. 

Hypothesis 4 can now be stated in the following 

manner: The "self concept" ratio for PR and SPF should 

not be significantly larger than that for NPD or NPN. 

This hypothesis will be tested by computing the D 

ratios for the members of each group and using the median 

ratio as representing the given group. The "median test" 

will be employed for testing the significance of the 

difference between the various group ratios. Since the 
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direction of differences is specified, a one-tailed Chi-

square test of significance is in order. 

Results; 

The D values for the comparisons. Actual Self -

Ideal Self and Least Liked Self - Ideal Self (in symbols: 

AS-IS and LLS-IS) along with the "self concept" ratio is 

presented in Table 13. It can be seen that the PR group 

has the lowest ratio, and therefore the "best" self con

cept, while the SPF group has the highest ratio and hence, 

the "worst" self concept. 

Observing other comparisons, it can be seen that 

the NPN group conceives of their "Actual Self" as closest 

to their "Ideal Self," while the SPF group conceives of 

their "Actual Self" as farthest away from their "Ideal 

Self." The NPD group feels that their "Ideal Self" is 

closer to their "Least Liked Self" than any other group 

while the PR group feels they are the farthest away from 

their "Least Liked Self." 

When these differences are tested for significance, 

it turns out that the "self concept" ratio for PR is 

significantly smaller than the ratio for KPD, but not 

significantly smaller than the ratio for NPN. The ratio 

for SPF is not significantly different from the ratio for 

NPD, but is significantly larger than the ratio for NPN. 

It also follows, of course, that the ratio for SPF is 
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Table 13. Intergroup Comparisons of the D values for the 
Various "Self" Concepts and the "Self Concept" 
Ratio: (Das-IS/ ' 

/dLLS-IS) 

PR SPF NPD NPN 

CO H
 1 

CO «
?
 

7. 01 9. 92 6. 78 6 -44 

DLLS-IS 24. 82 17. 82 15. 41 19. 50 

"Self Concept" 
Ratio 

0. 282 0. 556 0. 439 0. 330 

AS = Actual Self 

IS = Ideal Self 

LLS = Least Liked Self 
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significantly larger than the ratio for PR. Thus, three 

of the comparisons lend support to the hypothesis of the 

symptomatic viewpoint, but the fourth one, i.e., SPF vs. 

NPN, does not. These results are presented in Table 14. 

Assuming the results reflect the actual state of 

affairs, it is interesting to ask why promiscuous females 

think less of themselves than do prostitutes, considering 

the fact that no significant differences exist between 

these groups in regard to the degree of guilt they exhibit 

over pre-marital sexual relations and the degree to which 

they claim to enjoy sexual relations. Perhaps the receipt 

of money for sexual favors has some bearing on the self 

concept of the groups. However, the writer's clinical 

Table 14. Intergroup Comparisons of the Differences 
Between The "Self Concept" Ratios. (in Chi-
square values) 

NPD 

PR SPF 

NPD 3.21 * 1.80 

• »- »— 

NPN .05 4.06 * 

>. 

* P < .05 level of confidence 
>- predicted direction 

opposite to predicted direction 
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experience with these two groups does not even bear out 

this assumption since promiscuous females appear to 

exhibit some pride in the fact they do not accept money 

while prostitutes take pride in the fact that they do. 

At any rate, the results seem to both support and 

not support Hypothesis 4 of the symptomatic viewpoint. 

That is, the results support the contention that 

prostitutes should have no worse a self concept than 

normal groups in society because they have adopted a value 

system that they consider "right" for them despite how 

society feels. The results, however, do not support the 

contention that sexually promiscuous females should have 

no worse a self concept than normal groups in society for 

the same reason given for prostitutes. 

Summary of Results for the Symptomatic Viewpoint 

The only hypothesis unequivocally supported by the 

results is Hypothesis 3 which maintains that prostitutes 

and sexually promiscuous females should enjoy sexual 

relations as much as or more than non-promiscuous delin

quents or non-promiscuous normals. Even though prostitutes 

and sexually promiscuous females rate sexual relations as 

only a slightly enjoyable experience, the non-promiscuous 

groups rate it no higher and in some cases much lower. 

Thus if "slightly enjoyable" is considered as "frigidity" 

then this evaluation applies across the board and is not 
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an exclusive property of promiscuous females. However, 

rather than adopting this definition of frigidity, it 

would seem more feasible to challenge the efficacy of 

applying this label to prostitutes and sexually promiscuous 

females. 

Hypothesis la, which asserts that prostitutes, 

sexually promiscuous females and non-promiscuous delin

quents (or delinquents in general) should be more attached 

to their peer groups than their parents, while the 

opposite should be true of normal females (or non-delin-

quents) is practically unsubstantiated in total by the 

results. The only exception noted is in regard to the 

significantly closer attachment non-promiscuous normals 

have to their mother than their peers. In fact, the 

hypothesis is directly contradicted when one considers 

that every group evaluated their mother as significantly 

more positive than their friends and this same trend - even 

though it did not reach the necessary level of confidence 

to be significant - applied to their father. Thus, if one 

is to consider delinquent behavior as a product or symptom 

of a given value system and the value system as a learned 

code of behavior from peer groups, then one must question 

why the family code is rejected and the peer code is 

adopted when the parents are evaluated more positively 

than the peer group. 
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Hypothesis lb, in fact, is substantiated in its 

contention that the sexual value system of peer groups has 

been adopted by prostitutes and sexually promiscuous 

females. Thus, the dilemma noted above appears to be a 

real one. However, to add to the dilemma, the data 

collected show that non-promiscuous delinquents have also 

adopted the same sexual peer code. Thus, another question 

that must be raised is why some groups appear to act on 

this code more frequently or more dramatically, or perhaps 

more openly than other groups. As for the non-promiscuous 

normal group, they appear to be no more aligned to the 

parental code than the peer code, contrary to the 

assumption that they are being more affected by parental 

sexual values than peer sexual values. Thus, the 

conceptual causal scheme of: attachment to a group, 

adoption of the group's value system and acting-out the 

value system, is appealing but either over-simplified, only 

partially correct, or mostly incorrect. 

The results, in respect to Hypothesis 2 and 

Hypothesis 3, are partially supporting of and partially 

non-supporting of these hypotheses. The assertion of 

Hypothesis 2 is based on the belief that guilt feelings 

around pre-marital sexuality is related to the value system 

or code of conduct adopted, which in turn is related to 

the sexual behavior exhibited. Thus, guilt acts as an 
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inhibitor to sexual expression and lack of guilt, a 

contributor to sexual expression. The results while 

bearing out this expected lawfullness of behavior, also 

indicate that lack of guilt is no assurance of sexual 

acting-out. Thus the permissive type of sexual values, 

accompanied by a lack of guilt or adoption of social 

morality is not an exclusive property of sexually acting-

out females. In other words, promiscuity implies a lack 

of guilt about sexual behavior but a lack of guilt about 

sexual behavior does not imply promiscuity. 

Hypothesis 4 which has also been generated by the 

concept of cause and effect between sexual values and 

sexual behavior, is not supported by the results pertain

ing to sexually promiscuous females but is supported by 

the results relating to prostitutes. This dichotomous 

finding is even more difficult to explain than the others 

discussed since the results so far have been parallel for 

promiscuous females and prostitutes. Both groups show a 

closer attachment to their mother than their peers but no 

difference between their father and peers; both groups 

show a closer alignment to the sexual values of their peer 

group than their parent's; the sexual values of their peers 

are significantly more negative than their parent's values; 

the sexual values of their peer groups are significantly 

more negative than the sexual values of the non-promiscuous 
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normal peer group; and both groups exhibit less guilt over 

pre-marital sexual relations than non-promiscuous normals. 

Thus differences in their peer valuation and their value 

system cannot account for the differences in their self-

concept. This result, when included with other departures 

from the predicted results, leads to the question of how 

well the symptomatic viewpoint did in its predictions. 

It is difficult to answer the above question 

precisely because many of the results are interrelated 

and different types of predictions were called for. An 

overall analysis does show that of approximately 32 compar

isons, in which significant results were sought, 15 turned 

out to be significant in the predicted direction, 4 turned 

out to be significant in a direction opposite to the 

prediction and 13 were not significant. Based on the use 

of the .05 level of confidence as an indicator of 

significance, one can assume that one result in twenty 

would have turned out significant by chance alone. Thus, 

at maximum, two of the significant differences found could 

be accounted for by chance. This indicates that the number 

of significant results found were far above chance 

expectation and that real differences were being uncovered. 

While the symptomatic viewpoint predicted best with 

Hypothesis III, it must be remembered that a prediction of 

no difference between groups was called for.. Rather than 
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the chances being 1 in 20 of a correct prediction it is 

much more like 19 in 20 chances. Thus, it should be 

expected that this type of prediction would turn out 

correctly more often than one just based on chance alone. 

Before any definite judgment is rendered, however, 

the success of the symbolic viewpoint must be taken into 

account and then the two viewpoints compared to each other. 

Symbolic Viewpoint 

Hypothesis la 

Prostitutes (PR) and Sexually Promiscuous Females 

(SPF) should feel more neglect and rejection from their 

parents - especially the father - than should Non-

Promiscuous Normals (NPN). No prediction is generated for 

Non-Promiscuous Delinquents (NPD). 

Translation Into Test Procedure 

Semantic Differential. "More neglect and rejection 

from parents" was translated into a "more negative rating 

(less favorable) of the concepts, 'Me, As Seen By My Mother' 

and 'Me, As Seen By My Father'" over the Evaluative dimen

sion. The positive values, 1 to 3, was assigned to the good, 

valuable ... approving poles while the negative values, 1 to 

3, was assigned to the bad, worthless ... disapproving poles. 

Thus the hypothesis became: PR and SPF should rate 

the concepts, "Me, As Seen By My Mother" and "Me, As Seen 
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By My Father" as significantly more negative than should 

NPN. 

To test this hypothesis, the median Evaluative 

group scores were used and the "median test" was employed. 

Since the direction of differences are specified a one-

tailed Chi-square test of significance was in order. 

Results* 
j • 

The median values obtained for the two concepts 

are as follows: 

Me, As Seen By My Mother: PR, 9.90; SPF, 9.37; 

NPD, 10.83; and NPN, 9.16. 

Me, As Seen By My Father: PR, 11.30; SPF, 9.50; 

NPD, 9.16; and NPN, 11.50. 

Doing a casual comparison,, one can see that for the 

concept involving mother, NPN comes up with the most 

negative value while this distinction belongs to NPD in 

the concept involving father. However, all the values are 

well on the positive side of the neutral or zero value. 

That is, a score of 9 would indicate slightly accepting 

while a score of 0 would indicate neither accepting nor 

rejecting. 

A statistical evaluation reveals, however, that 

none of the differences between the groups are significant 

and that all the groups can be conceived of as coming from 

the same population. That is, they can all be thought of 
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as being composed of individuals who feel they are at 

least slightly accepted by their mother and father. 

Thus, the conclusions are that prostitutes and 

sexually promiscuous females feel no more rejected by their 

parents than normal females or other non-promiscuous delin

quents. Also, based on the Semantic Differential, 

Hypothesis la, generated by the symbolic view of prostitu

tion and sexual promiscuity, lacks any support whatsoever. 

The summary of the comparisons and the Chi-square values 

can be found in Table 15. 

Table 15. Semantic Differential Results of Hypothesis la 
From the Symbolic Vievpoint (In Chi-square 
values) 

PR SPF 
CONCEPTS vs vs 

NPN NPN 

Me, As Seen By My Mother 0.05 0.05 

Me, As Seen By My Father 0.05 0.20 

Thematic Test. The relationship of the subject to 

her family will be tapped through picture 3, "Family 

Encounter." The subject is assumed to identify with the 

adolescent female figure and the "parental" figures are 

assumed to represent the subject's own family. The 

feelings and actions expressed by the parental figures 
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toward the "daughter" figure will be taken as an indication 

of how the subject believes her own family feels toward 

her. In general, rejection was rated when the parental 

figures expressed anger toward and punished the daughter 

figure without also expressing concern and worry. Accept

ance was rated when the parental figures expressed concern 

toward and worry about the welfare of the daughter figure. 

(For specific rating instructions see Appendix B.) 

Thus Hypothesis la becomes: PR and SPF should 

produce stories indicating a greater degree of parental 

rejection than the stories of NPN. 

To test this hypothesis the median group scores for 

the stories have been used and the Median test has been 

employed to test the differences found. Since the direc

tion of differences is specified, a one-tailed Chi-square 

test of significance was used. 

Results? 

The median scores obtained for the four groups are 

as follows: PR, 0.76; SPF, 0.10; NPD, -0.07; and NPN, 

0.94. It can be seen that NPD obtain the lowest score and 

that NPN obtain the highest score. PR, SPF, and NPN all 

score on the positive side of the acceptance-rejection scale 

and NPD score slightly on the negative side of the scale. 

Since a +2 score indicates a "very accepting" rating and a 

-2 score indicates a "very rejecting" rating, the highest 
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score of NPN is very close to the "slightly accepting" 

(+1) scale position while the lowest score of NPD is very 

close to the "neither or both" (0) scale position. 

When the groups are compared to each other it turns 

out that the differences between SPF and NPN, PR and NPD, 

and NPN and NPD are statistically significant. Translated 

into words this means that SPF feel more rejected by their 

parents than NPN, and NPD feel more rejected by their 

parents than either PR or NPN. Utilizing the acceptance 

side of the scale, it can also be stated that NPN feel more 

accepted by their parents than either SPF or NPD and PR 

feel more accepted than NPD. In other words PR are closer 

to NPN in this comparison and SPF are closer to NPD. The 

comparisons and results in Chi-square values are presented 

in Table 16. 

Table 16. Thematic Test Results of Hypothesis la From the 
Symbolic Viewpoint (in Chi-square values) 

PR SPF NPN 

NPN 1.93 12.00 ** 

NPD 4.00 * .003 5.25 * 

* P < .05 level of confidence 
** P < .01 level of confidence 

>• predicted direction 
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Since Hypothesis la of the symbolic viewpoint 

specifies that both PR and SPF should feel more rejected 

than NPN, the results only partially support it. Assuming 

the Thematic test results reflect the true state of affairs, 

it is difficult to explain why prostitutes feel more 

accepted by their parents than sexually promiscuous 

females do. If anything, the opposite state of affairs 

would make more sense from the symbolic view presented 

because prostitution is conceived of as symbolizing a 

stronger hatred toward men than sexual promiscuity, and the 

hatred is supposedly derived from the rejection. 

Semantic Differential ys. Thematic Test» 

The results from both test procedures agree on the 

fact that prostitutes feel no more rejected by their parents 

than do non-promiscuous normals. This finding alone 

certainly makes Hypothesis la, derived from the symbolic 

viewpoint, of dubious validity. However, the test 

procedures find different results for sexually promiscuous 

females with the Semantic Differential results contradicting 

Hypothesis la and the Thematic test results supporting 

Hypothesis la. 

Both the data derived from the Thematic test and 

the different results of both test procedures are difficult 

to account for. If the Thematic test is less influenced by 

conscious resistance to exposure of feeling, then one is 
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still at a loss to explain why prostitutes feel more 

accepted by their parents than promiscuous females. 

Based on previous comparisons of the results from 

both test procedures, it appears that the Semantic Differ

ential is more prone to pick out group differences. Thus, 

perhaps the difference found is a chance discrepancy and 

has no "deeper" meaning. The writer, in fact, leans toward 

this explanation and the results will be taken as a dis

qualification of the validity of Hypothesis la, until other 

data bearing on this hypothesis is brought to light. 

Hypothesis lb 

Prostitutes (PR) and Sexually Promiscuous Females 

(SPF) should feel more hostility toward their parents -

especially the father - than Non-Promiscuous Normals (NPN). 

No hypothesis is stipulated for Non-Promiscuous Delin

quents (NPD) . 

Translation Into Test Procedure 

Semantic Differential. The "feeling of hostility" 

will be translated into the "the feeling toward or rating of 

the concept 'My Enemies' over all factors or dimensions." 

The degree of hostility toward the parents, then, will be 

operationally defined as the degree of congruence between 

the ratings of "My Mother," "My Father" and "My Enemies." 



91 

Thus, Hypothesis lb now becomes: PR and SPF should 

rate the concepts "My Mother" and "My Father" significantly 

more congruent to the concept "My Enemies" than should NPN. 

To test this hypothesis, the statistic D has been 

utilized as a measure of congruence. Differences between 

the D's for the various groups have been tested for 

significance by determining the median D values for the 

groups and utilizing the "median test." Since the direction 

of differences is specified, a one-tailed Chi-square test 

of significance has been employed. 

Results: 

The median D values between the concepts "My Mother" 

and "My Enemies" for the various groups are as follows: 

PR, 25.21; SPF, 24.50; NPN, 17.83; NPD, 19.52; and the 

median D values between the concepts, "My Father" and "My 

Enemies" are as follows: PR, 17.83; SPF, 22.00; NPN, 17.63 

and NPD, 17.7 5. 

It can be seen, first of all, that every group 

rated their father as closer to their enemies than they 

rated their mother. Secondly, NPN, contrary to expectation 

rated their mother and their father as more congruent to 

their enemies than any other group. PR rated their mother 

as less congruent to their enemies than any other group 

while SPF rated their father as less congruent to their 

enemies than any other group. 
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When the differences noted are analyzed statisti

cally it turns out that prostitutes rate their mother as 

significantly less congruent to their enemies than do NPN 

while the differences between SPF and NPN are not signifi

cant. The differences between PR and NPN, and SPF and NPN 

in regard to the rating of their father are not statistically 

significant. These results can be seen in Table 17. 

Table 17. Semantic Differential Test Results of Hypothesis 
lb from the Symbolic Viewpoint (in Chi-square 
values) 

PR SPF 
vs vs 

NPN NPN 

D (mother - enemies) 3.21 * 2.45 

D (father - enemies) 0.05 1.80 

* P < .05 level of confidence 
Direction opposite to that 
predicted 

One must conclude from the results that Hypothesis 

lb is unsupported and that PR and SPF feel no more hostility 

toward either their mother or father than NPN. Thus, the 

assumption that prostitution and sexual promiscuity are 

expressions of hostility against men, based on the hostility 

against the father, does not appear to have much foundation 

in fact. Since much of the evidence for this assumption 
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comes from clinical cases, it might be that those 

prostitutes and promiscuous females who go for therapeutic 

help fit the assumption but that the assumption is not 

generally true. 

Perhaps one other facet might be considered and that 

is the degree of negative feelings directed toward one's 

enemies. Based on previous comparisons it was noted that 

no differences exist in the degree of attachment the groups 

have toward their parents. Therefore, one must assume that 

the differences found between groups are based on the 

differential ratings of the concept "My Enemies." In 

comparing these ratings one finds that the Median Evaluative 

scores for the groups are as follows: PR, -5.30; SPF, 

-8.20; NPD, -7.5 and NPN, -1.81. Only the difference 

between SPF and NPN turns out to be statistically signifi

cant, however, one can see a tendency for NPN to rate their 

enemies less negatively than do other groups. 

Thematic Test. The same picture that was used to 

tap feelings of rejection from the parents will be used to 

evaluate feelings of hostility toward the parents; namely: 

picture 3, "Family Encounter." Once again the subjects are 

assumed to identify with the "daughter" figure and the 

"parental" figures are assumed to represent the subject's 

parents. 
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Feelings of hostility toward parents were gleaned 

from the feelings and actions posited to the daughter figure 

in the stories. In general, the stories were scored for 

hostility when the feelings projected to the daughter figure 

were those of anger, contempt or irritation or the actions 

signified defiance or lack of concern toward the parental 

( figures. Affection toward parents was scored when the 

feelings projected to the daughter figure were those of 

love, respect or fondness or the actions of the daughter 

figure signified these feelings. (For detailed scoring 

criteria, see Appendix B.) 

Therefore, Hypothesis lb now becomes: PR and SPF 

should produce stories which indicate a greater degree of 

hostility from the daughter figure to the parental figures, 

than should NPN. 

Results: 

The median scores, based on the scale going from -2 

(very hostile) to +2 (very affectionate), show up as follows 

for the groups: PR, -0.13; SPF, 0.00; NPN, 0.83; and NPD, 

-0.22. In terms of scale position, NPD show the most 

hostility and PR are next in line. SPF fall into the 

neutral category, showing neither hostility nor affection 

and NPN show the most affection toward their parents. 

A statistical analysis reveals that PR, NPD, and 

SPF all show significantly more hostility toward the parent 
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figures than NPN. The differences are all significant at 

less than the .001 level of confidence. The Chi-square 

values for the comparisons are shown in Table 18. 

Table 18. Thematic Test Results of Hypothesis lb From 
the Symbolic Viewpoint (in Chi-square values) 

PR SPF NPD 

NPN 18.35 ** 10.12 ** 19.20 ** 

** p < .01 level of confidence 
>. Predicted direction 

Semantic Differential vs. Thematic Test. 

Just as differences showed up between these two 

test procedures for Hypothesis la, they show up again. 

For Hypothesis lb they are even more pronounced because the 

Semantic Differential results totally refute the hypothesis 

and the Thematic test results totally support the hypoth

esis. 

Based on the consecutive discrepancies between these 

two test procedures, which has heretofore not shown up so 

dramatically, one is tempted to conclude that the tests are 

tapping two different levels of feeling. On an a priori 

basis, it appears that the Semantic Differential is more 
v 

prone to be influenced by conscious resistance to reveal 

negative feelings toward one's parents than the Thematic 



96 

test. If this were true, then the Thematic test would be 

getting at more of the "raw" feeling relating to parents 

while the Semantic Differential would be getting at feelings 

that the subjects don't mind revealing or which they believe 

would give them a better image in their ovm eyes or the eyes 

of others. 

This conclusion can neither be proven nor disproven 

at this time and, therefore, the most that can be said at 

present is that much uncertainty exists in regard to 

Hypothesis lb. The evidence to support it comes from a 

picture on the Thematic test which had the highest relia

bility rating of all the pictures while the evidence to 

refute it comes from the Semantic Differential test. 

Hypothesis 2 

PR and SPF should be no less free 

from the moral judgment society places on pre-marital 

sexual behavior than NPN or NPD. 

PR and SPF should feel as much or 

more guilt regarding pre-marital sexual behavior as that of 

NPN or NPD. 

Translation Into Test Procedure 

Semantic Differential. The same procedure as was 

employed for Hypothesis 2a and 2b of the symptomatic view

point is also relevant here (see page 65). 
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Thematic Test. ... The same picture, namely picture 4, 

The Pregnancy, as was utilized for Hypothesis 2 of the 

symptomatic viewpoint, is also relevant here (see pages 

69, 70). 

Results; 

As previously indicated, the Semantic Differential 

test results (Tables 9 and 10) show that both PR and SPF 

are significantly less affected by the moral judgment 

society places on pre-marital sex relations and less guilty 

than NPN. No difference exists, however, between PR, SPF 

and NPD. Thus, Hypothesis 2 of the symbolic viewpoint is 

partially supported and partially refuted just as was 

Hypothesis 2 of the symptomatic viewpoint. 

The Thematic test results (Table 11) reveal that PR 

feel less guilty about pre-marital sexual relations than 

NPN but no difference exists between SPF and NPN, SPF and 

NPD, or PR and NPD. Thus three of the findings lend support 

to the hypothesis derived from the symbolic viewpoint but 

one of the findings does not. 

Combining the findings from the Semantic Differen

tial test and the Thematic test one can call the results a 

"toss-up." That is, the hypothesis is neither unequivocally 

supported nor unequivocally refuted. However, since the 

symbolic vievpoint makes much of the belief that prostitutes 

really perceive themselves from the eyes of their parents 
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and therefore consider their acts degrading, one is 

hesitant to say that Hypothesis 2 has any real support. One 

would be more willing to call some of the evidence support

ing if no difference existed between PR and NPN, because it 

has been shown that NPD display as favorable an attitude 

toward pre-marital relations as PR and SPF while NPN do 

not. 

Hypothesis 3 

PR and SPF should enjoy sexual relations less than 

- be more frigid than - NPN or NPD. 

Translation Into Test Procedure 

Semantic Differential. The same procedure as was 

used for Hypothesis 3 of the symptomatic viewpoint (page 

73) is also relevant here. 

Results: 

As previously indicated, the results (Table 12) 

show that PR and SPF enjoy sexual relations significantly 

more than NPN and just as much as NPD. Thus, the hypothesis 

is completely refuted by the evidence. 

It was also demonstrated that PR and SPF show median 

values on the enjoyment scale which can be classified as 

"slightly enjoyable," while NPN rated sexual relations as 

"slightly unenjoyable." Thus, the clinical evidence for 

frigidity among prostitutes and sexually promiscuous females 
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might be based on an absolute type of scale rather than on 

their relation to thill enjoyment experienced by other groups. 

That is, if one were to assume that any female who does not 

enjoy sexual relations "very much" is frigid, then one can 

very well consider prostitutes and promiscuous females as 

frigid. However, the same classification would have to 

apply to other females, as well, and the terminology might 

be more revealing of a clinical bias than personality 

characteristics of individuals studied. 

Hypothesis 4 

PR and SPP should have a worse self-concept or feel 

less self-esteem than NPN. No prediction is made for NPD. 

Translation Into Test Procedure 

Semantic Differentials The same procedure as was 

used for Hypothesis 4 of the symptomatic viewpoint can be 

applied here (see pages 74, 75). 

Results; 

Table 14 summarizes the findings of the Semantic 

Differential and indicates that no significant difference 

exists between the self-concepts of PR and NPN but that the 

self-concept of SPF is significantly worse than that of 

NPN. As well, the self-concept of PR is significantly 
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better than that of NPD but no difference exists between the 

self-concepts of SPF and NPD. 

Thus, Hypothesis 4, derived from the symbolic view

point, is supported by the finding that SPF have a worse 

self-concept than NPN, but is not supported by the finding 

that no difference exists between PR and NPN. 

Summary of Results for the Symbolic Viewpoint 

None of the four hypotheses are unequivocally 

supported by both test procedures and, in fact, the results 

from the two test procedures are diametrically opposed in 

some instances. Hypothesis lb, for example, which specifies 

that prostitutes and promiscuous females should feel more 

hostility toward their parents - especially the father - is 

refuted by the Semantic Differential results and supported 

by the Thematic test results. In other instances, mixed 

results are obtained from both test procedures, Hypothesis 

3, which is tested only by the Semantic Differential, is 

totally refuted. 

The most consistent results are obtained in respect 

to the prostitutes, and show that.the symbolic viewpoint 

predicts very poorly in this case. Hypothesis la, which 

specifies that prostitutes should feel more rejected by 

their parents than non-promiscuous normals, is not 

substantiated by either test procedure. Hypothesis 2, which 

states that prostitutes should feel just as guilty as normal 
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females about pre-marital sexual relations, is refuted by 

both test procedures, and Hypothesis 4, which states that 

prostitutes should have a worse self-image than normals, is 

rejected by the results. 

The results, in regard to sexually promiscuous 

females, are somewhat more indefinite when compared to 

normal females. For Hypothesis la, the Semantic Differen

tial fails to support the predicted differences between 

promiscuous and normal females while the Thematic test does 

support the prediction. The same inconsistency is found for 

Hypothesis lb and Hypothesis 2. Hypothesis 4 is substan

tiated in respect to promiscuous females while it is not 

substantiated in regard to prostitutes. 

The overall impression one gets from the results is 

that the symbolic viewpoint, which stresses rejection by 

the parents, hostility toward the parents - especially the 

father - and identification with the parental sexual value 

system, does a very poor job of prediction and, hence, has 

little to recommend it except for the clinical evidence from 

which it is derived. The results also show that the father 

- as opposed to the mother - plays no overly critical part 

in determining the delinquent pattern of the daughter. This 

is shown in a number of ways but perhaps the most striking 

evidence comes from comparisons between prostitutes, 

sexually promiscuous females, and non-promiscuous 
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delinquents. No significant differences exist between 

prostitutes and non-promiscuous delinquents in terms of 

feelings of guilt and sexual enjoyment, and non-promiscuous 

delinquents feel more rejected by their parents and have a 

worse self image than prostitutes. The same type of 

comparison exists between promiscuous females and non-

promiscuous delinquents. Thus, if the determining factors 

in sexual acting out were the degree of rejection from 

father, the identification with the parental value system 

and the self-image, non-promiscuous delinquents should even 

be more promiscuous than prostitutes. 

Of the 18 comparisons in which significant differ

ences were expected, 4 turned out to be significant in the 

predicted direction, 11 were not significant, and 3 were 

significant in a direction opposite to the prediction. 

Since 1 in 20 are expected to reach significance by chance 

alone, the psychoanalytic theory predicted successfully 
-jA' 

above chance but made almost as many significant mis

calculations. 

When compared to the psycho-social theory, the 

percentage of significantly correct predictions was less 

than half as great for the psychoanalytic theory (47% as 

compared to 22%). The percentage of significant errors was 

also greater for the psychoanalytic theory (16.5% as 
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compared 12.5%). Thus, the psycho-social theory performed 

overall, much better than the psychoanalytic theory. 



EVALUATION AND CONCLUSIONS 

Family and Peers 

The results indicate that all four groups are more 

attached to or place a greater value on their family than 

their peers, with the mother being more favored than the 

father. No significant differences exist among the groups 

in respect to how favorably they think of their peers nor in 

respect to how favorably they think of their parents. When 

it comes to deciding how intensely they feel rejected by 

their parents or the degree of hostility they harbor toward 

their parents, then the results are inconclusive and often 

contradictory. However, there is no evidence to indicate 

that prostitutes or sexually promiscuous females feel any 

more rejected by, nor hostile toward, their father than 

their mother. As well, the data shows that neither 

prostitutes nor sexually promiscuous females feel any more 

rejected by their parents or hostile toward their parents 

than non-promiscuous delinquents. 

Neither the symptomatic nor the symbolic viewpoint 

of prostitution and sexual promiscuity does very well in 

predicting the above results. This does not necessarily 

mean that neither viewpoint is useable but rather that the 

current theories employing the respective viewpoints are 
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not that accurate or the measuring instruments employed are 

not sensitive enough to detect predicted differences. Even 

if the current theories were combined in some way it would 

be difficult to see how the combined result would do any 

better predicting family and peer relationships than the 

separate theories alone. 

The psycho-social theory, employing the symptomatic 

viewpoint, depends upon differential attachment to peer and 

parents in order to explain how anti-social, values are 

learned more thoroughly than social values. Sutherland 

(26), whose "Differential Association" theory is widely 

accepted, exemplifies this thinking. The psychoanalytic 

theory depends upon family conflict to explain delinquency 

as the thinking of Aichorn (1) and Alexander and Healy (2) 

so well exemplify. If the psycho-social and psychoanalytic 

theories were combined in respect to prostitution and sexual 

promiscuity then one would be left with the concept that 

family conflict and rejection from the father adds to the 

reason prostitutes and promiscuous females seek out peer 

groups and form attachments to these groups. However, this 

viewpoint would certainly not do any better, and probably 

worse, in predicting the above results because it would 

compound the errors of each theory. 

Of course, one way out of this dilemma is to assume 

that the theories are correct and the results are unfounded."" 
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However, this kind of reasoning allows in only the results 

that agree with the theories and rejects those that dis

agree. For science this is a dangerous course to follow 

because it leads to dogmas rather than accurate theories. 

The social sciences in particular need much more of the 

latter and much fewer of the former. 

Assuming for a moment that the results are 

accurate, one must ask what type of hypotheses and what 

viewpoint best accounts for them. If one were to utilize 

the symptomatic approach then one would be forced to 

conclude that differential attachment to and value of 

parents and peers is not a fruitful concept for explaining 

prostitution and sexual promiscuity. That is, peer group 

attachment is not an important condition in distinguishing 

prostitutes and sexually promiscuous females from other 

groups. Thus, if the concept of "value system" is 

maintained one must hypothesize that anti-social values can 

be accepted and acted upon without individuals being overly 

attached to peer groups or overly estranged from their 

parents. In effect, the hypothesis specifies that other 

conditions must be sought in order to account for 

acceptance of and action upon anti-social values. 

Utilizing the symbolic approach, one must assume 

that prostitution and sexual promiscuity stems from other 

factors than family conflict and thus is not an attempt on 
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a symbolic level to resolve this conflict. Rather than 

symbolizing family conflict and resolution, one might better 

assume that prostitution and sexual promiscuity symbolize 

the desire for freedom from social obligation and freedom 

for sexual expression. Then family conflict might 

contribute to this desire, but would not be a necessary 

condition for its origin or its symbolic expression. This 

hypothesis, of course, should not be taken as a stated 

position but only as an attempt to show that other 

hypotheses are available which employ the symbolic view

point and better fit the above fact. 

It is also possible to combine both the symptomatic 

and symbolic viewpoint. One way would be to assume that 

certain conditions contribute more to the likelihood of 

symbolic expressiveness than other conditions. Another way 

would be to treat a given action as a compromise between a 

practical action and a symbolic action. For example, 

prostitution could be conceived of as a practical attempt to 

earn a living while symbolically esqjressing the desire to be 

free of social obligations and the desire for freedom of 

sexual expression. Sexual promiscuity could be conceived of 

as a practical attempt to relate interpersonally or socially 

while symbolically expressing the above desires mentioned. 



108 

Sexual Value System 

The results point out that while a significant 

difference exists between the perceived sexual value systems 

of peers and parents - with the former being more liberal -

the groups can hardly be distinguished on the basis of how 

close their own value systems are to either their peers1 or 

their parents*. However, the peers of the normal group are 

perceived of as more reluctant to approve of pre-marital 

relations than the peers of the other groups and the normal 

group is more guilt ridden than prostitutes and sexually 

promiscuous females about pre-marital relations. Non-

promiscuous delinquents feel that prostitution is more sin

ful than do prostitutes, but this is the only difference 

between these two groups. Sexually promiscuous females, 

on the other hand, differ in no way from non-promiscuous 

delinquents. 

Again, neither the theory employing the symptomatic 

viewpoint nor the theory employing the symbolic viewpoint do 

well in predicting these results. The symptomatic viewpoint 

has difficulty ejqslaining why non-promiscuous delinquents 

are so much like prostitutes and sexually promiscuous 

females in respect to their sexual value system, while the 

symbolic vievpoint has difficulty explaining the relative 

lack of guilt found among prostitutes and promiscuous 

females. Since the theories employing each of the 
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viewpoints predict opposite results, it would not seem more 

productive to combine them. A combination would produce 

the conceptualization that prostitutes and promiscuous 

females feel so hostile toward their father and so afraid 

of love, that they adopt the peer group value system to 

hurt their father and to defend themselves against further 

emotional hurt. The accepted value system of their parents 

would then be repressed. However, this conceptualization 

would do no better in explaining the Thematic test results 

that prostitutes are less guilt ridden than normals. One 

would have to assume that only analysis could get at the 

repressed value system and not the test procedures, in 

order to account for the discrepancy between theory and 

results. This, again, would be utilizing the formula that 

only results which back up the theory are acceptable and 

all other results are not. 

If the symptomatic viewpoint were accepted as the 

most productive approach, then one might begin by stating 

that a liberal sexual value system - as found in peer 

groups - may be a necessary condition for sexual acting-out 

but, by no means is, a sufficient condition. Other 

important conditions might be a desire for "easy" money, a 

desire to have fun in the same way adults do, a strong 

sexual desire (perhaps due to early sexual stimulation) or 

a need for proof that one is heterosexually accepted. In 
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fact, there may be a multitude of conditions, any number of 

combinations which might produce the same results. 

Utilizing the symbolic viewpoint, one would have to 

reject the notions that prostitutes and promiscuous females 

feel their actions are degrading, they feel guilty about 

their actions and their behavior symbolizes their contempt 

for men or themselves. There are many other things their 

behavior might symbolize, however, that would be consistent 

with the results. For example, their behavior might 

symbolize their need to compete with other females for men's 

approval, their desire for freedom of expression, their 

desire to rebel against the sexual hypocrisy of society, 

or their concept of how a potent and seductive female 

should be and act. None of these symbolic expressions 

would require rejection, degradation or guilt for their 

appearance. 

A combination of viewpoints which fit the results 

could also be conceived of. For example, one could postu

late that individuals are more likely to symbolize their 

concepts, feelings and desires via their sexual relations 

when they have adopted a liberal sexual value system and 

are relatively free from guilt about their sexual relations. 

In addition, one might postulate that the more an individual 

is aware of his concepts, feelings or desires, the less 

likely is the behavior to be neurotic. 
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Sexual Enjoyment 

While the results show that none of the groups 

rated pre-marital sexual relations beyond the "slightly 

enjoyable" level, normal females derive significantly less 

enjoyment than prostitutes or promiscuous females and non-

promiscuous delinquents derive as much satisfaction as 

either prostitutes or promiscuous females. 

The symptomatic viewpoint predicted all of these 

results correctly while the symbolic viewpoint predicted 

none of these results correctly. Thus, the results 

contradict the oft quoted notion that because of deep 

seated emotional problems prostitutes and promiscuous 

females are frigid. Or, at least, it suggests that if 

prostitutes and promiscuous females are considered frigid 

then normal females should also be considered frigid. 

This finding goes along with the previous one that 

normal females are more guilt ridden about sexual relations 

than the other groups and suggests that a strong correla

tion exists between degree of guilt about sexual relations 

and enjoyment of sexual relations. This finding also 

points out the relative nature of applying labels to 

phenomena and the awareness clinicians and others should 

have regarding the distinction between "what should be" and 

"what is." Thus, if one assumes that sexual relations 

should be "extremely enjoyable" for whatever reason, then 
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one is certainly going to apply the label of "frigidity" to 

a much greater number of cases than if one uses the 

criterion of "slightly enjoyable." In effect, one always 

has to consider a descriptive label from the standpoint of 

the relative norm in existence and the desired norm. 

If the symbolic vievpoint were going to predict 

these results correctly, then it would have to dispense 

with the notion that prostitution and promiscuity are purely 

defense mechanisms which necessarily inhibit sexual enjoy

ment. Some of the assumptions which could be utilized have 

been presented previously - such as symbolizing the notion 

of what a strong and potent female should be like - and 

could account for the results presented. 

Self Concept 

The results obtained show that prostitutes have a 

better self concept than non-promiscuous delinquents and 

have as good a self concept as normal females. The results 

also indicate that sexually promiscuous females have as 

good a self concept as non-promiscuous delinquents but have 

a poorer self concept than normal females. 

Neither of the theoretical viewpoints predicted all 

the results correctly. The theory employing the symptomatic 

viewpoint cannot explain why prostitutes have as much self 

esteem as normal females but sexually promiscuous females 

have less. The theory employing the symbolic viewpoint 
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cannot account for the findings that prostitutes have as 

much self esteem as normal females and more self esteem 

than non-promiscuous delinquents. Likewise, neither 

theoretical viewpoint can explain why prostitutes and 

sexually promiscuous females differ significantly in their 

degree of self esteem. 

If one had to account for these results with the 

symptomatic viewpoint then one would be forced to look for 

those factors and conditions which differentially affect 

the self concept of prostitutes and sexually promiscuous 

females. The obtainment of money might be one such factor, 

the degree of affluence might be another, and the relative 

status among one's peers might still be a third. The 

difference cannot be explained, however, by any of the 

comparisons made throughout the study. 

The symbolic viewpoint, in order to account for 

the results, would have to disregard the notion that 

prostitution symbolizes the unworthiness of the father's 

daughter, i.e., oneself, and is therefore perceived as a 

degrading act. It would also have to assume that the 

behavior patterns symbolized different factors for the two 

groups. However, it is extremely difficult to come up with 

something that would make sense for the results obtained 

and which would still be consistent with the former results 

that have been accumulated. 
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By combining the viewpoints several possibilities 

could be conceptualized which would explain the results 

obtained. For example, one possible conception is that 

prostitution and sexual promiscuity symbolize the indivi

dual's concept of what a potent and seductive female 

should be like but that promiscuous females have experi

enced more failures than successes while prostitutes have 

experienced more successes than failures. This differen

tiation could still presuppose that both groups maintain a 

liberal sexual value system, are relatively free from guilt, 

and enjoy sexual relations equally. The successes or 

failures would have to be in terms of the number and types 

of conquests made, rather than in terms of sexual enjoyment. 

Synthesis 

Overall, the psycho-social theory was more accurate 

in its predictions than the psychoanalytic theory. More 

specifically, the former theory which employed the 

symptomatic viewpoint of human behavior differentiated 

normal females from prostitutes and sexually promiscuous 

females a little better than the latter theory which 

employed the symbolic viewpoint. However, neither theory 

did very well in differentiating non-promiscuous delin

quents from prostitutes or sexually promiscuous females. 
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As the results are presented it seems likely that 

either viewpoint could account for them if certain changes 

were made in the assumptions employed. Likewise, a combina

tion of the viewpoints could also do justice to the results 

if certain changes were made in the theories employing 

these viewpoints. Some speculation was attempted toward 

this end but the results have no special pattern or 

properties which would favor one assumption over any other. 

As mentioned briefly in the introduction, the 

psychoanalytic theory poses special problems because it 

attempts to combine a causal model of human behavior with a 

symbolic viewpoint of human behavior. This makes it 

extremely difficult for an experimenter to know if proper 

conclusions for testing have been drawn because the theory 

does not specify how or under what circumstances given 

individuals symbolically portray their needs, feelings, 

concepts, or desires. In other words, when are sexual 

relations merely an expression of a sexual desire and when 

are they a symbolic expression of other elements? This is 

certainly an important question to answer if a symbolic 

model of human behavior is to bear fruit. 

While it is difficult to think in terms other than 

cause and effect, this study indicates it is possible to do 

so. Because the sexual area in our society has taken on • 

many different social meanings and is fraught with emotion, 
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it is perhaps a natural area for symbolism. Even though 

this particular study does not indicate the success of the 

symbolic viewpoint, and our society is oriented toward 

practical ends, it seems plausible that the future of 

psychology lies in the direction of symbolic models for 

human behavior coupled with a causal model. 



APPENDIX A: SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL 

117 



INSTRUCTIONS TO SUBJECTS 

The purpose of this study is to measure the meaning of certain things by 
\: 

judging them against a set of descriptive scales. In taking the test, please make 

your judgments on the basis of what these things mean to you. 

On each page of this booklet you will find a different concept to be judged 

and beneath it a set of scales. You are to rate the concept on these scales in 

order. 

Here is how you are to use these scales. 

1. If you feel that the concept at the top of the page is very closely related to 

one end of the scale, you should place your check-mark as follows: 

Neutral 
Extremely Quite Slightly - Slightly Quite Extremely 

Neither 

Fair X s) : : : : : : Unfair 

OR 

Fair : s : : : : X : Unfair 



2. If you feel the concept is quite closely related to one or the other end of the 

scale (but not extremely)y you should place your check-mark as follows: 

Neutral 
Extremely Quite Slightly 

Neither 

Strong : X : : 

OR 

Strong : : : 

3. If the concept seems only slightly related to one side or the other (but is not 

really neutral), then you should check as follows: 

Neutral 
Extremely Quite Slightly - Slightly Quite Extremely 

Neither 

Active i s X : : : : : Passive 

OR 

Active : : : : X : : : Passive 
* 

The direction toward which you check, of course, depends upon which of the 

two ends of the scale seems most characteristic of the thing you are judging. 

4. If you consider the concept to be neutral on the scale, that is, both sides of 

the scale equally associated with the concept, or if the scale is completely 

Slightly Quite Extremely 

: : : Weak 

• : X ; : Weak 



unrelated to the concept, then you should place your check mark in the middle space. 

For example: 

Neutral 
Extremely Quite Slightly - Slightly Quite Extremely 

Neither 

Safe : : : X : : : : Dangerous 

Important: 

1. Place your check-marks in the middle of the spaces, not on the boundaries: 

This Not This 

: X : : X : 

2. Be sure you check every scale for every concept - do not omit any. 

3. Never put more than one check-mark on a single scale. 

Sometimes you may feel as though you've had the same item before on the test. This 

will not be the case, so do not look back and forth through the items. Do not try 

to remember how you checked similar items earlier in the test. Make each item a 

separate and independent judgment. 

Work fairly rapidly through the test. Do not worry or puzzle over individual items. 

It is your first impressions, the immediate "feelings" about the items that we want. 

But, please do not be careless, because we want your true impressions. 



good 

valuable 

beautiful 

right 

unselfish 

clean 

pleasurable 

approving 

healthy 

strong 

brave 

masculine 

active 

impulsive 

stable 

sane 

SAMPLE OF THE TEST PROPER 

Prostitution 

neutral 
extremely quite slightly - slightly quite extremely 

neither 

bad 

worthless 

ugly 

wrong 

selfish 

dirty 

painful 

disapproving 

sick 

weak 

cowardly 

feminine 

passive 

deliberate 

changeable 

insane 



(Answer as you think your mother would) 

Sexual Relations - Before Marriage 

neutral 
extremely quite slightly - slightly quite extremely 

neither 

good 

valuable 

beautiful 

right 

unselfish 

clean 

pleasurable 

approving 

healthy 

strong 

brave 

masculine 

active 

impulsive 

stable 

sane 

bad 

worthless 

ugly 

wrong 

selfish 

dirty 

painful 

disapproving 

sick 

weak 

cowardly 

feminine 

passive 

deliberate 

changeable 

insane 
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fig. 1 the trip 

fig. 2 the picnic 
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fig. 3 family encounter 

aaqirai 

fig. 4 the pregnancy 
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Instruction Sheet For Raters 

The Picnic 

I. Introduction 

You are being asked to rate the degree of permissive or 

restrictive sexual behavior imparted to the young couple 

(the couple standing) in the picture, by the subjects 

taking the test. Two variables should be considered before 

making a rating, namely: 

1. The expressed or implied desire of the young 

couple to engage in some form of sexual activity; e.g., 

kissing, necking, petting, "making-out," coitus, etc. 

2. The degree of sexual restraint shown by the 

young couple because or due to the older couples presence 

(parent figures) or due to the young couple's value system; 

i.e., ethical, moral, or some other personal standard. 

II. Rating Instructions 

Each card labeled "The Picnic" contains a story by a differ-
•i. 

ent subject in regard to the younger and older couple. At 

the end of the story you will find a five (5) step rating 

scale shown below: 

very slightly neither slightly very 
restrictive restrictive or both permissive permissive 

__ __ q x 2 
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An "X" should be placed on the scale position you feel best 

categorizes the younger couple1s sexual behavior or lack of 

it. 

III. Criteria for Scoring 

1. "Restrictive" Rating? 

This rating should be used when direct or indirect reference 

is made to the young couple's desire or intention to engage 

in some form of sexual activity, but they restrain them

selves because of the presence of the older couple or 

because of their own self-imposed standards. 

Total restraint of a strong sexual desire or total restraint 

of intentions for complete sexual gratification should be 

given a "very restrictive" rating. 

Example: (a) "This couple wants to make-out badly 

but they do not because the parents are nearby." 

(b) "This couple wants to go all the way 

but they are afraid of being found out by the 

parents." 

Partial restraint of a strong sexual desire or partial 

restraint of intentions for complete sexual gratification 

should be given a "slightly restrictive" rating. Also, 

total, restraint of a weak sexual desire or total restraint 

of intentions for partial sexual gratification, i.e., 

necking, kissing, should be given a "slightly restrictive" 

rating. 
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Example: (a) "This couple would not mind 

making-out but the time is not right because of 

the parents." 

(b) "This couple wants to go all the 

way but end up necking because of the parents 

being there." 

2. "Permissive" rating: 

This rating should be used vtfien actual sexual activity 

takes place between the couple and no reference is made to 

any restraint. 

A "very permissive" rating should be used when reference is 

made to unrestrained or complete sexual gratification. 

Example: (a) "This couple see their chance to 
o • . 

be alone and "go to it' when they get into the 

woods." 

A "slightly permissive" rating should be used when reference 

is made to partial sexual gratification. 

Example: (b) "This couple take off into the 

woods and do some necking before they return." 

3. "Neither or Both" rating: 

This rating should be used when (1) insufficient information 

regarding the feelings, intentions, or actions of the young 

couple is given to make a "restrictive" or "permissive" 

rating. (2) no reference is made to the sexual area of 
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behavior but is made to other desires or intentions of the 

couple. 

Example: (a) "This is a young couple (boy

friend-girlfriend) on a picnic with the girl's 

parents. They all have a good time." 

(b) "This is a young couple going for 

a walk in the woods to study nature (watch 

birds, look for flowers, etc.)." 
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Instruction Sheet For Raters 

Family Encounter: 

Rate:Rejection-Acceptance 

I. Introduction 

You are being asked to rate the degree to which the parental 

figures are accepting or rejecting of the daughter figure. 

In making this evaluation, the following aspects of the 

story should be kept in mind, namely: 

1. Parental concern for their own image or 

reputation vs. their concern for the daughter's welfare and 

safety. 

2. Parental respect for the daughter's opinion and 

their willingness to work out family problems by discussion. 

3. The justification given for the action or 

discipline taken by the parents. 

4. The daughter's acceptance of parental sugges

tions, actions or discipline directly affecting her. 

II. Rating Instructions 

Each card labeled "Family Encounter: Rejection-Acceptance" 

contains a story by a different subject to the picture in 

question. At the end of the story, you will find a five-

step rating scale as follows: 

very slightly neither slightly very 
rejecting rejecting or both accepting accepting 

2 -! o 1 2 
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Place an "X" on the scale position you feel best categorizes 

the degree to which the parental figures are accepting or 

rejecting of the daughter figure. 

If you feel the information given in the story is too 

scanty to make a rating, put the words, "not scorable" at 

the end of the card. 

III. Criteria for Scoring 

1. "Rejection" should be scored by the following 

conditions. 

(1) Parental anger is expressed or parental 

discipline ensues without the qualifications of parental 

concern, worry, or fear for the daughter's safety or 

welfare. 

Example: "Her parents are very upset with her. 

She'11 be punished." 

"Parents are nervous and upset; they 

have her incarcerated." 

(2) Parents are more concerned for their own image 

or reputation than their daughter's welfare. 

to discuss problem. 

unwilling 
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Example: "There will most likely be an 

argument but parents do not want to hear any of 

her excuses and they ground her for a week." 

(4) Parents' behavior or discipline seems unjusti

fied or unduly harsh compared to the infraction. 

Example: "I told you to be in at ten, not ten 

minutes after ten."' my father yelled at me, 

"Get up to your room, you shameless hussy ..." 

Two or more of these conditions, without counter balancing 

conditions of acceptance, should produce a rating of "very 

rejecting." Any one condition alone should produce a 

rating of "slightly rejecting." 

2. "Acceptance" should be scored under the follow

ing conditions: 

(1) Parental-daughter relationship is seen as 

loving and parents are placed in the role of helpers, 

comforters or good advisors. 

Example: "She left home after graduation to 

•make it on her own,' but realized she needed 

her parents and still needs them." 

"Her parents comfort her after she 

has been rejected by her friends." 

(2) Parents express concern, worry or fear for 

daughter's safety and/or welfare before they become angry 

at her, or before they discipline her. 



Example: "Parents refuse to let her go out of 

the house because they think she has a bad 

cold." 

"Girl coming home late and parents 

are angry at her because they have been worry

ing about her." 

(3) Parents are willing to listen to daughter's 

explanation and/or solution and willing to solve problem 

through discussion - even though they might be angry. 

Example: "She came home late and parents are 

worried and angry. She explains that their car 

broke down and they all settle it peaceably." 

"An argument develops when she comes 

in ̂ o late, but they all sit down and talk it 

over." 

If condition (1) prevails, without any conditions of 

rejection, then a "very accepting" rating should be given. 

Such rating should also be given condition (2) and (3) if 

no anger is expressed by parents. Otherwise, a "slightly 

accepting" rating should be made. 

3. "Neither or Both" should be scored under the 

following conditions: 

(1) Parents express neither love, concern nor anger 

toward the daughter figure or her behavior. 
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Example: "She comes home late, looks at 

parents standing by the door and goes up to her 

room to bed." 

"Daughter leaves home to venture out 

on her own and parents are by the door watching 

her leave." 

(2) Both rejecting and accepting conditions exist 

with neither being decisively stronger or in greater 

quantity. 

Example: "Parents are angry at her for coming 

home late but are willing to listen to her 

explanation." 

"Parents are upset that she let them 

down but attempt to help her out of the 

predicament." 
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Instruction Sheet For Raters 

Family Encounter: 

Rate;Hostility-Affection 

I. Introduction 

You are being asked to rate the degree of hostility or 

affection expressed by the daughter figure toward the 

parental figures. In making this evaluation, the following 

aspects of the stories should be carefully considered; 

namely: 

1. Whether or not the daughter figure overtly 

expresses anger, defiance, or sarcasm toward the parental 

figures or openly disagrees with them even though she may 

have done something wrong. 

2. Whether or not the daughter figure follows 

through in words or deeds which hurt the parents, even 

though she realizes the effect her words or deeds will have 

on the parents. 

3. Whether or not the daughter figure "gives in 

. to" or accepts parental expectations, demands, or disci

pline. 

II. Rating Instructions 

Each card labeled "Family Encounter: Hostility-Affection" 

contains a story by a different subject to the picture in 

question. At the end of the story you will find a five-

step rating scale as follows: 
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very slightly neither slightly very 
hostile hostile or both affectionate affectionate 

_ — o 1 ~2 

Place an "X" on the scale position you feel best categorizes 

the degree of hostility or affection expressed by the 

daughter figure toward the parental figures. 

If you feel the information in the story is insufficient to 

make the rating, place the words "not scorable" at the end 

of the card. 

III. Criteria for Scoring 

1. "Hostile" should be scored under the following 

conditions: 

(1) The daughter figure overtly expresses anger, 

defiance, sarcasm or open disagreement toward the parental 

figures even though she has done something wrong. 

Example: (a) "She is a bit defiant... she has to" 

have her way." 

(b) "When she comes in she starts 

talking back without them saying a word to her." 

(c) "There will most likely be an 

argument, she will probably flare up at them 

and tell them she is not a baby any more ..." 

(d) "She is entering apprehensively 

and haughtily ..." 



(2) Even though the daughter figure is aware of 

the grief or despair her plans or actions will produce, she 

follows through with them. 

Example: (a) "The daughter leaves home even 

though she realizes her parents are deeply 

hurt ..." 

(b) "The daughter gets married and 

leaves her mother and father feeling sad ..." 

(c) "Her parents are worried about 

her but she goes and does not care, thus 

defeating her parents." 

(3) The daughter figure does not accept parental 

expectations, demands, or discipline. 

Example: (a) "Her parents are going to call 

her probation officer, but she splits before 

they can ..." 

(b) "Her parents decide not to let 

her go out for two weeks...so she runs away 

from home ..." 

(c) "Her parents are upset and tell 

her not to marry the boy, but she goes 

ahead ..." 

(note: If two or more of the above conditions exist with

out counterbalancing conditions for Affection, then "very 

hostile" should be scored, if only one condition exists 



138 

without a counterbalancing condition for Affection, then 

"slightly hostile" should be scored.) 

2. "Affection" should be scored under the follow

ing conditions: 

(1) The daughter figure is willing to make up for 

or compensate for her wrong-doings, or she expresses shame, 

remorse or guilt for her wrong-doings. 

Example: (a) "She went over-board with spend

ing on her parents credit card, but is willing 

to pay the balance through her allowance." 

(b) "She came in late...feels a 

little guilty." 

(c) "She probably will not have a 

good time where she went because she will be 

thinking of the argument with her parents." 

(2) The daughter figure is willing to work out a 

solution with her parents, or make up for the grief, des

pair or unhappiness she has caused them. 

Example: (a) "Her parents accept her explana

tion and she was really being truthful...so she 

is happy they trust her again." 

(b) "...so they talk it over together 

or work it out between themselves." 
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(c) "She tries to make it up to her 

parents for worrying them by following all the 

rules for a year." 

(3) The daughter figure is willing to accept the 

parental expectations, demands, or discipline when she does 

something wrong. 

Examples (a) "She is restricted to go out with 

him for a month for coming in so late." 

(b) "She will just be talked to and 

reprimanded." (No indication of non-acceptance 

is made.) 

(c) "She was made to pay for over

spending. " 

(note: If two or more of the above conditions exist with

out counterbalancing conditions for hostility, then "very 

affectionate" should be rated. If one condition exists 

without counterbalancing conditions for hostility, then 

"slightly affectionate" should be scored.) 

3. "Neither or both" should be scored by the 

following conditions: 

(1) The conditions are not met for scoring either 

hostility or affection. 

Example: (a) "She comes in late, her parents 

are not too happy about it." 
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(b) "She comes in the door and her 

parents are there to meet her." 

(c) "She is late and loaded; walks 

past her parents and goes to her room." 

(2) Conditions exist in equal degree for scoring 

both hostility and affection. 

Example: (a) "She talks back to parents when 

she passes, but she feels badly about this and 

tries to get the problem straightened out." 

(b) "She leaves despite the fact her 

parents are hurt...but cannot enjoy herself 

because she feels bad." 
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Instruction Sheet For Raters 

The Pregnancy: Rate Guilt-Pride 

I. Introduction 

You are being asked to rate the degree of guilt or pride 

attributed to the daughter figure (pregnant girl) in the 

picture. In making this evaluation, the following aspects 

of the story should be carefully considered; namely: 

1. Whether or not the stimulus pull of the picture 

is followed, i.e., if the daughter figure is or is not seen 

as pregnant. 

2. Whether the daughter figure utilizes the 

religious figure for moral or practical considerations. 

3. The feelings attributed to the parental figures. 

4. Whether or not the outcome of the story is happy 

or unhappy in regards to the daughter figure. 

II. Rating Instructions 

Each card labeled "The Pregnancy" contains a story by a 

different subject to the picture in question. At the end 

of the story you will find a five (5) step rating scale as 

follows: 

very slightly neither slightly very 
guilty guilty or both proud proud 
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Place an "X" on the scale position you feel best categorizes 

the degree of guilt or pride attributed to the daughter 

figure by the subject. 

If you feel the information in the story is insufficient to 

make a rating, place the words "not scorable" at the end of 

the card. 

III. Criteria for Scoring 

1. "Guilty" should be scored under the following 

conditions: 

(1) The stimulus pull of the picture is not 

followed or is avoided, i.e., the daughter figure is not 

seen as pregnant. 

Example: "This girl high on drugs is having 

mental flashes ..." 

"This girl is discussing family 

matters with her minister ..." (No mention 

of pregnant condition.) 

(2) The daughter figure, who feels she has done 

wrong, utilizes the religious figure for moral considera

tions. 

Example: "She got pregnant and wants to 

confess her sins ..." 

"She has gone to the Priest to gain 

forgiveness ..." 
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"She is ashamed to tell her minister 

who the father is ..." 

(3) The parents are disgusted with her, terribly 

hurt, or feel shame for her. 

Example: "... parents are disgusted with her 

behavior and feel she should leave home." 

"... her parents are deeply hurt to 

feel she would let them down like this." 

"... her father and mother are very 

ashamed of her." 

(4) The outcome of the story is unhappy in regard 

to the daughter figure or even tragic. 

Example: "She ends up losing the child in 

childbirth ..." 

"She marries the boy but the marriage 

fails ..." 

"She commits suicide ..." 

(note: If condition (1) exists, or two or more of the 

above conditions exist, then "very guilty" should be rated. 

If only one of the above conditions exist, with the excep

tion of (1), then "slightly guilty" should be rated. 

2. "Proud" should be scored under the following 

conditions: 

(1) The daughter figure is seen as a pregnant 

married woman who utilizes the religious figure for baptism 



or family planning. 

Example: "This married pregnant girl and her 

parents see the minister to make preparations 

for baptizing the baby ..." 

"This married woman is asking her 

Priest how best to raise her child ..." 

(2) The daughter" figure is seen as an unwed 

pregnant girl who is delighted to be pregnant. 

Example: "Even though she isn't married she is 

looking forward to motherhood ..." 

"She thought she was sterile and is 

happy to find out she can get pregnant by some 

man ..." 

(3) The outcome of the story is happy in regard to 

the daughter figure or even great in regard to her future. 

Example: "Having the baby was the best thing 

that ever happened to her ..." 

"She marries one of the boys and she 

remains happy forever ..." 

"Her baby brings her luck and much 

future happiness ..." , 

(note: If two of the conditions exist, then "very proud" 

should be rated. If any one exists alone, then "slightly 

proud" should be rated.) 
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3. "Neither or both" should be rated under the 

following conditions: 

(1) Neither the conditions for rating quilt or 

pride exist, vet the story follows the stimulus pull. 

Examples "This is a girl in trouble who has 

gone to talk to the minister about her plans." 

"This pregnant girl and her parents 

want to get the minister's advice on what to 

do. " 

(2) Conditions for rating quilt and pride exist in 

equal number and therefore counterbalance each other. 

Example: "She wants to confess her sins for 

what she did. After she has her baby, she has 

future good luck." 

"She is happy to be pregnant, but 

after getting married, things go from bad to 

worse." 
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Thematic Stories and Rating Scales 

The Picnic 

. i 

It reminds me of when me and my boyfriend was walking 

through a park. I thought in my mind that I don't want to 

end up like those two old people. They look like they are 

poor and don't have very much in common. They don't get 

any pleasure out of life anymore 

very slightly neither slightly very 
restrictive restrictive or both permissive permissive 

Mother and father are not too excited about the picnic. 

Father is missing a business deal while mother is pregnant, 

so picnic is dull. Except the two young people plan on 

living it up and venture into the woods to explore nature. 

(They) will be accused of unclean actions before anything. 

was done and (this) will cause the both of them do this 

supposedly terrible thing to spite family and friends. 

very slightly neither slightly very 
restrictive restrictive or both permissive permissive 
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Family Encounter (rate: Hostility-Affection) 

Girl came home late from a date. (The figures are) 

husband, wife and daughter. The parents are angry, girl 

is scared. Parents are thinking what they're going to do 

with her. Girl is wondering what they will do. She goes 

to bed and cries all night and parents lay awake wondering 

what will become of her. 

very slightly neither slightly very 
hostile hostile or both affectionate affectionate 

The atmosphere seems very tense here. It looks as though 

the mother and father have come to meet their daughter, she 

has either come home too late or either her parents didn't 

know her whereabouts. She is entering apprehensive and 

haughtily as though she knows she has done something wrong. 

very slightly neither slightly very 
hostile hostile or both affectionate affectionate 
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Family Encounter (rate: Rejection-Acceptance) 

The girl is late coming home from a party. Her parents 

seem to be upset and worry about her whereabouts. They are 

wondering v/hat she did that took her so long coming home. 

Her parents finally decide not to let her go out for two 

weeks. Then the girl feels they don't love her so she 

runs away from home. 

very slightly neither slightly very 
rejecting rejecting or both accepting accepting 

This girl has just walked in and found her mother with a 

strange man. Her two top buttons were opened and the girl 

didn't know what to think. The girl walked into the bed

room and took some sleeping pills. In a while her mother 

found her. The girl went to the hospital and there was her 

mother and that strange man. So mom said, "Meet your Uncle 

Ray" and then the girl was happy. 

very slightly neither slightly very 
accepting accepting or both rejecting rejecting 
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The Pregnancy 

It is a young girl who is pregnant. Moms and pops take 

her to the Priest. They are sad she is not married. Her 

brothers are in there too. She has a kid and gives it up. 

very slightly neither slightly very 
guilty guilty or both proud proud 

The girl is pregnant and seemingly unmarried. Perhaps one 

of the boys in the background is involved. The girl looks 

maybe 16-17 years of age and from the look on her face she 

now understands better that love isn't an affair with any

one. I think things will be straightened out and the girl 

will be wiser and understand her parents care as they do. 

Everything looks like it will turn out for the best. 

very slightly neither slightly very 
proud proud or both guilty guilty 
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